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A 

L E T T E R 
To A 

.GREAT M--R: 

SIR, 

fr);\*)«~ HE fubjrtl: of a future p~ace, and of n1y 
)}( ~ prefent letter, which of late fo mt:ch en

~ T ~ groffcd the public attention, has lain fo 

~)()!()«ii long dormant, that I am apprehenfive a · 
revJval of it, will not meet with an equal 

indulgence. The minds of men, in general, are too 

open to the imprcffions of prejudice, and too ready to 

propagate them, when conceived; unlefs immediately 

eradicated upon the firfi fymptons, the difeafe becomes 

contagious, all prefcriptions ufelefs, and, at length, we 

-bave no longer a right to fpeak or think. Thus rcafon, 

t~c brightefi ornament of the human miild, is fuborned, 

and overborne by the torrent of popularity, and forced 

to fubmit to the giddy plauQite of a multitude. 
B Equ;tlly 
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Equally free to excufe as condemn, I will acknow ... 

ledge there is fome foundation to,plead the privilege of a 
too favourable opinion ; the want of oppofition, or ra

ther total filence that hath enfued fince the publication 

of a certain pamplet *, hath too long given the advo

cates of that fyflern occafion for triumph, and caufe for 

the mofi wary of my countrymen to be, in a manner, 

reconciled to their infinuating, but de1ufive arguments; 

not only delu:five as being erroneous or fuperficial in mat

ter, but by mifreprefenting circumftances, and evading 

the chief points in difpute with all the arts of fophifiry 

and fubterfuger Thefe arts, Sir, have been carried to 

fuch height, that I cannot fay, even with refpeC\: to the 

author himfelf, " That I have lived to fee fubjeB:s of the 

" greatefi importance to this nation, publirkly difcu.ffed 

" without party views or party heat, with decency and 
u politenefs, and with no other warmth than what a 

" zeal for the honour and happinefs of our King and 

" country " might" infpire." t 
If we differ thus much in matters of fentiments, no

wonder we fhould, in matters of fact; and that we do 

this, and pretty larg~Iy too, will appear in the courfe of 
thefe fheets. 

I do not " afteC\: to difcover felf-interefied views at 

-' the bottom of the faireft, and mofl: generous conduct;'" 

I do not affetl: to be fo inquifitive into "human nature,"" 

Reafon and J ufiice are my advocates in our prefent dif

ference. 
When I faw men publifh their opiniom, without pre

vioufly confuiting their judgment; when I heard them 

in a ditl:atorial tone exclaim, that we iliould have " a 

4! The intcrc.ft of Great Brit:. in confidcred with regard to her colonies 
an<l the ac iuifitions of C.1nada and Guadc~low pe. t Id. p. r. , 

'' trea.-
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" treacherous and del ufive peace • ," if not made con
formable to their own ideas (though ever fo abfurd) could 

I think it other than an offence to candour
1 

and fair rea

foning, ef:;ecially when there was fo much room to 

doubt their fyfiems by their many contraditl:ions and in

confifiencies? we were told that the Frer:ch " were tired 

" of Canada," and that it " was not worth their afk-

" ing :" and that, " the inclemency of the climate,'' 

and " the difficult accefs to it," were not the only caufes 

of this diflike, but fiill farther, " a trade fcarcely de

fraying the expence of the co1ony;" and yet, Sir, this 

very colony was recommended to us by the fame author, 

as fingly to be preferred before all other objecrs, and 

every other conqueft that we had, or might obtain from 

the enemy, was to be facrificed at a future negociation. I 
fay, Sir, fuch feeming inconfifiencies muft excite doubts 

of the truth of thofe fatl:s, or the propriety of the au

thor's hipothcfis, and a defire among unprejudiced men, 

and thofe who know what they read, to have the fuh·· 

jea farther difcuffed, and n)ade confc1n:::mt, at leafi, to 

common comprehenfion. Though inferior in dignity 

and fortune, my opinion, in th:!t or any other matter, 

might be equally fl:rong and important, my lcvc to my 

country equally prevalent and di.fintereficd. If I bad 

doubts, I had a right to divulge thofe doubts, I had a 

right to expea them to be cleared up, and to fufpend 

my judgment ti1l it was effegually complied with. To 

fee, therefore, every avenue to that defirable end, forci

bly flopped up by fuch rude and hafl:y declaratiOI !S in 

favour of a particular objetl:, as that without it we 

Letter to two great men, p. zg. t Ibid. p. 30, 3 I. 
B 2 fuould 
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fl1ould " have a treachcous and delucifive peace, w e'' 

:fhould " foon find we had done nothing • ," and the 

like muft occafion doubts, not only of the car:dour, but 

,probity of the author. 

When I heard another fet of m er; , under the prefent 

circumfiances of the nation, and the war, urge a r .:fti

tution with fo r: uch v, arnJtb, and without the leaf! pre

cedent or authority to enforce fuch an innovated d oc

trine, could I itr:pute it to an over ze:1l, to an ardour 

for the honour of our King anc country ? Moderation, 

S1r, is truly C}Dmcndab!e; hut it may fervc as a cloak 

to bafc and iniquitou:; pu rpofcs ; it ma} be profdfed and 

practifed too, not only to d~cck " the madn~fs of t'1e 

" people," but to " make a virtuous and able minifiry 
" aB: ag;tinfr thcrr.felvcs, ~, their judgment, and the mofl: 

important intereHs of their cc untry. If the author of 
the Letter to two Great Men was reprehenfible for a 

repetition of French pcrfjdy, and a dcfire to fee the fii
pulations of a former trc aty executed previous to a fu

ture peace, and \vas therefore to be cenfured as tending 

to increafc ::nd inflame an improper difpofition among 

the people; how much more fo mufr his accufer, who 
pretends to pe {o cautious of fomenting popular cb.mours, 

and yet affords mt.!ch greater caufe for them, by unjufi: 

obliquy and reproach, could telli.ng the people, their 

" arrogance" would " ddhoy" the good intentions < f 
" a virtuous and able miniH:ry," and the " effects" of 

" their viCtories and fuccefies ;'' couL! telli-ng them, they 

" bad no ihare in acquiring" thofe " fucceffes, " be the 

n1eam of preventing or abating this infOlent mood he 

s:omplains of? Such language feemed fo far from being the 

~ Letter to two great men, p. 3 I. 
rcfu.lt 
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refult of decency and moderation, that I could not 

but confider it as the venom of a fermer infultint; fac

tion : it \Y:!S certainly a fure method to (ow the feeds of 

general difcontent. The populace of this kingdom are 

born and educated in hi!!h notions of their liberties, and, 
~ ., 

co:1fcquently, look with a watchful eye on the preroga-

tives of government ; fo that every attempt to diminifh 

the one, or extend the other, would quickly raife [edi

tions, telling them of their pretended " arrogance'' was, 

in efFect, giving them to underftand, that they made 

therrJelves free in a matter, which, though the iffue of 

it fo very nearly concerned them, they were not to be 

confulted in, telling them they had no fhare in acquiring 

the" viB:oric:. and fuccefl.es" obt.tined over the enemy was 

faying tha~ they had not the lcaft right to trouble them

felves about the meafurcs or event of the war, for that 
they neither fvught the battles, nor bore any ihare in 

the expences, a!fertions which arc in every rcfpect falfe 

and unjufi. Is it not they that cultivate our lands, reap 

our harvefi:~, fabricate thofe manufaCtures which are dif

fufed over the ·whole wodd, and, in facr, bring plenty 

and riches into the kingdom ? Is it not they that furnifh 

men for our vitl:orious armies and fleets ? Is it not they 

that receive the grcatefi: injury from the heavine(5 of the 

taxes, and that bear all the rr.i faics of the war by the 

obfiruClion to trade in general ? Is it not the middling 

people, ~ncl thofe in fubordinate fiations, or to ufe the 

gr:ntleman's own meaning, Is it not the mob who do 

and fuffcr all this? Wherefore then fhou!J they be 

treated fo contemptuoufly? The mite of the needy huf

bandman is as worthy as the largefr donation of a peer ; 

pe fubfcribes in ~roportion to his ability; nay more: by 

the 
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the encreafe of taxes, the livelihood of the former is vL 

.. fibly affetl:ed : he mufr retrench his moft effential de

mands for neceffaries, while the latter only contraCts 

his fuperfluities. By the continuance of the war, the 

former is fu bjecc to all the infolence of office ; and the 

fcarcity of fervants, a natural confequence of fuch war, 

of courfe much enhances the price of labour, while his 

crops are frill fubjeCl: to the fame intemperature of wea

ther; the markets to be overfiocked from the want of 

confumption ; and his commodities, being peri:lhable, 

muft be difpofed of at all events, which, at the befi of 

times, will bear very little, if any, advancement in 

price. Could it then be jufi or reaionable to brand thefe 

people with fuch odiuus epithets? It was done without 

the le aft eau fe ; they do not raifc a clamour againft the 

meafures of the government, or the continuance of the 

war, rather the contrary ; they recommend a vigorous 

profecution of it; but, then, they hope when a peace is 

made, it will be fuch, as will relieve them from a repe

tition fo burthenfome. If they are over- warm in their 

expreffions againfc the French, let it be imputed to a lit

t1e cbullition of hereditary enmity. The infraCtion of 

former treaties by France, her natural ambition and 

treachery authorize the mofi fevere refleCl:ions ; but yet 

we do not hear the terms of tyrants, they do not carry 

fo much the appearance of private pique to the enemy, 

as a regard to their own fccurity, and that of all Eu-

rope. 
I refleCl:ed the more, Sir, on this improper difpofition 

among our writers, and pretended admonifhers, becaufe 

it was (lt the time of a fuppofed approaching congrefs; 

a time when unanimity ought to have been moft preva-
lent 
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lent throughout the kingdom, and when every head, 
and every hand ought to have been employed for the ge

neral good, with deliberation, and void of the leaft par

tiality. Infiead of this, fyftems were introduced, in 

themfelves abfurd, and rendered more fo by the manner 

of introducing them, and fuch as tended only " to em

" barrafs the negotiation, and render it a work of in-

~' finite difficulty. 
It is not " the beauty of expreffion • ," nor an har

mony of founds that can biafs my judgment; they may 

tickle my ear, but cannot feduce my heart; I do not 

pay fuch a blind deference to the external ornaments ; I 

read them as fuch ; I read them as introduced merely 

.Argumenti gratia, often the effeCts of a bad caufe, and 

often intended to cheat people of their proper underftand

ing. But as my countrymen, in general are characta_ 

rized for their great knowledge and wifdom, I hope they 
have not conftdered fophiil:ry as fair reafoning, and fuf.;. 
fered prejudice to gain too great an afcendant over them 
at the prefent conjunCture. Impartial men fufpend their 

judgment till the matter has been properly canvafTed, if 
they find the caufe of their pre;udices removed, they will 
then retraCt their too favourable opinion ; reafon will 

have its due influence, and will direCt their approbation; 

but, wh~t(ver fyfi:em they incline to,. let me remind them 

to recolleCt the confequence, let them likewife recolleet, 

that it is a unanimous perfeverance in their own intereft, 
which is the only means to check future faCtions; and 

that it will ever fuftain th'e efforts of a wife and virtuous 

adrninifrration. 
And you, Sir, I flatter myfelf, will pardon this fa

mil iar and intrufive addrefs ; the occafion, and your own 

lnt. &c. p. I . 

publ ic 
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public declarations prompted me, the nature of your 

office in a manner required it. You have been parti

cularly difringui£hed by a noble emulation for the good 

of your conntry, I therefore perfuade myfelf you will 

not condemn the weakefr effort built on that foundation, 

and aiming principally at the fame glorious end. If I 
have not done this before, inclination was not wanting 

to urge me ; I heard a fyfrcm adopted which~ I was con

vinced would prove detrimental to my c-ountry ; I heard 

of the demolition of the fortifications of Loui!bourg' 

a confequence of that fyfrem, with the utmofi regret; I 

heard it with the moft pungent concern; but then fome 

affairs intervened, which required my abfence, at a 

time when I had jufr formed an intention of entering the 

lifts as a writer: I therefore hoped fome one more dif

engaged, would have undertook that office; an office, 

w hi eh feemed to me altogether fo praife worthy~ .md 

even incumbent on every Briton, who regarded his coun

try, and thought as I did. Whence then proceeds my 

mifrake? are the people fo prepo!fe!fed, or tired of any fur
ther difcuffion ? is it from a diffidence of fufficjent mat

ter to promote a more nice difquifition ? or, is it from 

the effeB:s of !loth ? I am apprehenfive, thefe have all 

too much co-operated in their turn~, to render a defign 

of this nature, if ever fuch a one was conceived abor
tive; all future expeCtations of it feem to have entirely 

vanilhed ; nor fhould I now troubJe you with this letter, 

but that the love of my country, regard for you, and 

particularly the preffing exigencies of the times, confpire 

and urge me to the tafk. The rage of war which feems 
rather to encreafe than abate, notwithfranding the con

tinued bad fuccefs of our enemies, induces me to take 

up the pen, and makes me hope that council may be 

nci,her 
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. ' . . ' \ 

nc!ther too late nor ineffeCl:ual; it mufl: come more ac-

' ceptablc, Sir, as being at .. a time when the fubjeCt of 

peace i5 revived, and, if the war is continued, where 

the profccution of it w_ill be the mofi: fer~iceable. 
Not bred ir:t the fchool of flattery and adulation, my 

letter may, pe1:haps, appear in a homely garb, and un

~uorncd with the flowers of eloquence and fulfome pa

negyrick ; but let not that aCl againfi me, nor my caufe; 

i addrefs you as a pbin Engliiliman, not as an oritor; 

I do not p;efume to correfpond with you in court phrafes, 

but in the rude language of a Civilian. Nor would I intrude 

t~yfelf upon you, Sir, with the impertinence of priva

cy, I eo m~ it my letter to the prefs, that it may intro

duce itfelf to you,' if not by the voice of a multitude, at 

ieail: from th~ pla~dibility of a title. And I am the ra

ther inclined to a publication, as I !hould be much 

pleafed, if any gentleman differs from me in opinion, to 

fee the fuhjett farther difcuifed. Not blind, though 

zealous, nor bigotted, though. tenacious, I ftand open 

to conviCt:ion; if my opinions are erroneous, let them 

be refuted with decency, and my heart fuall thank the 

man that better inftruC:t:s me ; but, till that is done, ex

cufe me, Sir, for a little petulance and obfiinacy. With 

regard to myfelf, I can affurc you, Sir, and with truth, 

that I have not the leafi: conneCtion or intereft in giving 

a preference to any particL lar objeCt, my pen indites 

what my heart ditlates ; the fub~eet feems to me of na

tional importance, and, if fuch, is worthy of your re.,. 

gard, and ought to meet with your indulgence and u~

mofi encouragement. 
You may poffibly, Sir, admire at my addreffing you 

fjngly and alone ; but when I confider your fiation, as 

.m~di.ator between ~'lajefiy and the f~.bjeCt, and your de-
(; ,1~-
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darations ever to encoura6c the national honour amf 
welfare; the one induces me to think, that the manner 

of conduccing a future negotiation, and the terms of the 

peace, principally depend on you; and ~he other like
wife induces me to hope for the good effeCts of your 
promifd enco~1ragement. 

You have, Sir, the endeavours of a man, who thinks 

much of his country, and 1:ot lightly of you, and one 

who is a friend to mankinJ. If in the courfe of the 

following rnects, I fhould contribute to the caufe of ei

ther, I ihoul~ refi fatisfied ; but if I iliould e"xpo{e the 

abf.urdities of other fyfrems, and be the means of recon
ciling the proper object cf a future peace to the national 

honour and emolument; if I fhould be partly the hum

ble infirument of procuring a lafling peace, my happi• 

nefs would be compleat; my time could not be better 

fpent, than when it proved conducive to the tranquillity 

of m~ nkind, and the welfare of my country.. If; I 
:Chould not fuccccd, I fhou]d frill have that pleafing fa
tisfaaion, which every honefr man feels from the up
rightnefs of his intentions. 

I will likewife acknowledge, Sir, I have received no 

finafl additional temptation to my preient plan, from 

the war now fubiifiing between us, and the Indi;.1ns on 

the back of our· fettlements in South Carolina; it hath 

not a little co;~firmed me in an opinion that Canada 

would not aHfwer the mighty things, that were urged 
in favour of its retention, arid in preference to all other 

objc8s. Upon the fidt advice of this rupture, I fo.r:e

faw, in fome meafurc, the many difficulties we fhouid 

incur; it h.;s always been a maxim with me, to eonci

Iiate the afFcClions of the Indian , and rather be at va

riance \\'ith the French in America, than with thcfe 

pcoph., 
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p~ople, whom I thought to be our t~uefi: and mofi: na

tural friends, and whom it was our interefi: to be upon 

good terms \Vith ; and, at _prefent, l cannot but confider 

the differences between us, in the light of a prophetic 

warning, not only to provide againft the like hereafter, 

but alfo to direct o~r judgmen,t in an enfuing negotia
tion. 

·What the event of this war will ,prove, I will not 

pretend to determine; but thus far I will fay, that the 
defiruC!ion of the towns of tho(e Indians, has only ferved 

to reduce them to defpair, and .make them more ~mp~a

cable enemies. Revenge wil1 fl:imulate them to aCl:s pf 

horror, which we may the rather expeB: from them., 

as being a people that naturally " delight in war, and 

" take pride in murder *11
, and who meafure their 

notions of honour in proportion to their inhumanities. 

'rhe French have felt the effects of their favage princi

ples, and fo have we, and _pretty feverely too, which 

ought to induce us to be more circumfpeet in our 

conduCl: for the future. I do not mean to infinuate the 

lcaft refletl:ion on thofe wh~ promoted this war, or have 

been infhumental in carrying it o_n ; we had better 

have them open enemies, than treacherous and fubtle 

friends. But fince we have made the breach fo much 

the wider, let us not leave affairs jn a worfe fituatiol} 

than they were before that breach ; it would be defl:roy _ · 

ing the caufe of the war, and only tend to give them a 

m~aner idea of our ,national coulape and ability. The 

way to bring them to our terms is not by negociation, 

b .: t by force and arms; if we exert our fl:rength, they 

will be much more ready to embrace our intereft, and 

fOntinue firm in our alliance; but then let not this ex-

~ .Intereft of Great Britain~ p. 5, 
c~ ertion 
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ertion be direlted as again.fl: a few tri bes of Y::1:_·,,~o!i-d (a 

vages, but as againfi: a populous and warlike n:aion, 
fpurred on by the French, who connt\'e at th ei r rebel.:. 

lion, and who probably do, and will f.trthcr affifr the~ 

with ammunition, and their own forces; an aifeniory 
of the truth of which I am fully perfuaded, notwith
fianding their commander at Albama, cffercd to take 
our traders into the fort, and protect them from the fa

vages; ·a circurnfiance which, I cannot but think, was 
owing to artifice, and to a fear Iefl: we Ihould divert our 

victorious arms to that quarter. And I dread the more 

the uncertain iffue of tbis war, by the repeated account"s 

we have received from our colonies, of 'feveral of the 
French Indians and Canadians being about to retire i~ 
thefe parts, nay, that feveral of them \\•ere .actually 

gone. The French had conficerabJe fcttlemetlts at De
troit and Miffilimakinac, and fevcral ltraggling ones a
bout the fouth and weft coafts of the lakes Erie, and 
Michigan, the inhabitants of which, upon hearing of 

the lofs of CanadJ, have mo!l of them, very probably~ 
retired to their countrymen in Louifiana, either with a 
\'iew of fettling, or joining the rebel Indians for the fake 
of plunder, which is, indeed, molt likely, as the fettltrs 
about the lakes were chiefy civilized Indians and difba:1d..: 

ed foldicrs. I repeat again, Sir, if the French from Cana

da have retired to thcfe p2rts, or if tl~ e war lhould become 

~xtended among the Indians, it may prove of the mofl: 

£1tal confequenccs. It is evident there is not the leaff . 
dcpendcr.ce to be placed on the Crcc ks, they have mur
thercp (ome of our traders, have ncgleCl:ed, if not aCl:u
ally iefufed, to make fati1>fa8:ion for the infult, or to 
qeliver up the murther~rs; nay, the afiembly of the pro

vi·ncc has been fo confcious oi the ticklifh iituation of 

affairs 



~a-airs with them, t..1.at the,· have been afraid to infiQ on 

·the ufual f:ltisfaction. 1"'ho' mat.ter~ have not hithert~ 
been carried to any certainty cf a defetl:ion of the other 

tribes of Indians fettled a
1
hout the(e p~rts fro'? ,our in

tereft ; yet the retreat ~f the army under .Col. I\1ont

'gomery, bath been productive of further infolence from 

.them, and we have tamefy fubmitted to it, for fear of gi

ving the~ the lcafl: offence. rfhe Chactaws a;e entirely in 

the French intcrefr, and have been o~ly refirained from at~ 
'tacking. our fcttl~ments for fear .of thefc Creeks, who are 

between them an,d the pro~ince of Georgia. If therefore 

;theCreeks :lhould declare ag~infi us, the Chactaws_ would 

likewife ; and bot~ of them together can fend upward~ 

of twelve thoufand warriors to the field. The remo

·val of the army under Colonel ~~ntgomery at fuch 

a critical juntl:ure is, to all appearance, very abfurd. 

The feafon of the year was too far advanced for them 

to be of any fervic'e in the reduction of Canada, they 

~ould be therefore ordered to New York, merely to go 

into quarters, and that at a time when· there was the 

greate!t reafon for them ~o fiay on the frontiers of Caro-

ina. But as it is general] y believed the regiment of 

Royal Welch volunteers, and the independent compa- , 

nies gone fome time fince from England, are to fupply 

their place, I hope they will get there time enough to 

check the enemy's prog.refs, and theit future machina~ 
tions. Matte:-$ at prefent look but badly ; fort Lou

doun is fallen, and though the Indi~ns have raifed the 

biockade of fort :prince George, they may return with 

freili vigour, as they did to fbrt Loudoun, and have the 

fame fuccefs ; in ~hich cafe they will have full fcope to 
exercifc their fury: the fcalping blood-hounds would be 

let loofe, and ddhoy and depopulat9 our moft fertile. 

fet· 
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fettlcmcnts; and, in a colony, where there are three or 
four blacks to one white, the confcquences are truly 
horrible. The inhabitants have already thought of arm

ing themfclves agreeable to the martial mandate. 

The two Carolinas and Georgia, Sir, are likely to 
prove very valuable colonies to their mother country, 

are objects worthy her very tender regard, and entitled 
to her mofi vigorous protection ; and as the war was, 
mofr. certainly, commenced in the caufe of the colonies, 
it is reafonable to expect, that regard fhould be Had to 

fcrve thofe who fiand in the greateft need of it. That 

Canada will not anfwer the pl,lrpofe, I am convinced of; 

it will employ no fmall part of my prefent letter. But 
before I p!:oceed on the merits, gi·ve me leave, Sir, to 
coiJftder what has been already [aid upon the fubject. 

The chief <)b:ections made by the remarker againfl: 
rct:1ining, Canada may be reduced to four, viz. 

Ifl, That Canada, with regard to the Weft India 

trade, would be a very unneceffary acquifition for us, 
" who have fuch immenfe tracts, fo muc.h more conve
" nit:ntly fituatec,l. for that trade, and who could eafily 

" f-upply five times the conf~lmption of ou1s, the French, 
f.' and all the vVefr India ifiands put together, and that 
" too, at a much eaficr rate, than they can po.ffibly 
~~ have" thc;:m H <1t from Canada." 

2dly, That " C.anada, fituated in a cold climate,'~ 

produced " no commodity, except furs and fkins, "vhich 
.. , fhc·' could " exchange for the commodities of .Eu
,; rope; and, confequently fhe could have little returns 
" to make t~e Englifh m~rcha.rt .. " 

3d1y, That, this "trade/' when " carried on with 
" France, fell fhort, in its mofi: flol!riihi11g ftate, of 
~' I-') o,ooo 1. a year." And, 
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+thly, That " Canada, in our hat1ds, would not, 
'' probably, yield half what it did ·to France." 

Thefe, Sir, I think, were objections of a very nice 

concern to England, fuch as might have ftaggercd the 
faith of thofe who entertainei:l any rational notions of re
taining Canada; and fuch, as having been publickly af
ferted, ought, undoubtedly, to have been as publickly 
refuted before fuch a notion was indulged. 

That this has not been done, I need not forbear to 
infifi: upon, I can fafely challenge any man to 1how me 

the contrary. Even the author of the pretended Reply*, 
who undertook to convince us of the fuperior intereft we 
fhould have in Canada, above every other conqueft has 
paffed over in filence every material objection made a: 

gainfi: it; · and in11-ead thereof, from fome words cafual .... 
ly dropt by the remarker, took occafion to enter into 
an elaborate, and indeed very unneceffary defence of our 
American colonies ; he tells us how abfurd the infinua
tions are of their future independence ; informs us of 
the nature of population in new coutries, and ftrong

ly urges the 11eceffity of extending our fettlements, 
which, we are given to undedbnd, is the only 
means to prevent fuch independence. Thefe are the 
author's chief topics, and from thence is inf~rred, 

that we mufi: keep Canada at all events. I thought, 
when I firft read the pamphlet, and frill do think, that 
it is rather a defence of our northern colonies in gene_ 
ral, than Canada. There were no doubts ftarted of th~ 
value of our North American colonies, the ob~ections 
of the remarker did not reft on that point; if they had, 
it was a doctrine every way unpupular, nor would any 

f" Interdl: of Grc:<t Britain) &cc. 

one 



~ne ever entertain a !lotion of giving up any part of 
t~hem to the French, whofe great power had already" 
Ibadc it neceffary to undertake a heavy War to check~ 
them. But I cannot help obfcr~ing·; that fuch triviar 
expreffions of the remarker, as, " the war was corn
,·, · menced in ' the caufe ot the colonies," and" we know 

'-' what triflirig returns we have from tome ~f our· own 
~' very fiourifhing· colonies in America," feem to have 
to~nded the production of a' pi,mphl~t of riear fixty co~ 
I~mns' ; and: tliat the foie dri(t. of defending our' North: 

American cdlonies, feems to be to i~troduce an artful' 
thifapplication of things. in fa\·our of Can~da, as might. 
Be proved from mariy inibnce's': · 

But wavh1g all notice of ti'iis kihd, ' give me leave·, : 

Sir; to ent~r i .. nto the caufe or' ~y pref~nt. addref1> ; there 
is er.ough to be f~id tipon that head, w'ithhut diving into· 
itile quibbling ; but it' may be.neceifary to confider the 
nature' ofCanaila unde-r the Fren~h 'governmc~t, i:l or:. 
cl er to deduce fome reafonable ftiggefl:ions ' of its · futu.re · 

aruation uri<Jer England. For this, Sir, lperfuade my-' 
fdf, I fua:ll ftand excufed, tho' it fuould carry me to en: 
croach on your time,' more than I c~uld have withed; as. 
it is the Oliiy way to COrllC at the truth, . and bring· mat-· 
ters to their proper bearings. , . 

France, Sir, at the firft forming a colony in Canada, 
had many difficulties to encounter, which proved almoft 

infi.trerable. Common fcnfc dictated to the mofl: fimple 
capacity, that a country fo far to the norrh, muft be 
fuhjcct to many inconveniences from the inclemency of 

rhc climate; the French King, therefore endeavoured, 
i n a manner, to force a fettlement by many immunities 
and indulgencics granted to all who would become (et
tie rs ; but notwith.fbnding the many attractions made 

ufe 
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ufe of on this occafion, very few volunteers entered into 
. the fervice. 

The flews were ranfacked for females; and thofe 
wretches, whofe lives had been already forfeited to the 

ga1lies, for their atrocious crimes, were forced to accom
pany them. Such was the connubial affociation, form

ed to people this all-excelling Canada, a country which 
was looked upon, even by thefe objeCts of mifery, with 
an excefs of horror and contempt. If thefe natural dif:.. 
ficultie~ t>f the rountry had not fubfifted, would France 

have proceeded to thefe extremities to people it ? Would 

fhe have given fuch large indulgencies to fettlers ; at 
leaft, would the have continued them, as fue has done, 

if they were not abfolutely neceffary to detain the in

habitants in their fettlement ? Thefe difficulties of the 

country will appear 'to greater excefs, if we only confi
der the extent of the indulgencies. 

Every fettler lia"d not only his paffage free from France, 

but was all<>ted 'cl fett1ement •, and fupplied with the ne· 

ceffary utenlils to cultivate fuch fettlement; wi th this 

only refervation, that he fhould repay one-third of the 

produce of his 1-ancls, till the fum, advanced, to enable 

him to carry on liis fettlement, was fully paid. The ex

ports to and from France, were exempted from any im.J 
poft or duty, neither were they liable to any, on being 

imported in eanada,--except Brazil tooacco, wliich paid 

about twenty fhimn·gs ftirltng, per hundreil weigHt, and 

was intended merely to promote the growth of that 

commotlity in tneir own colonies. The whole cliarge 

• According to the Baron Lahontan, " The pooreft of them have four 

" arpents of ground in front, and thirty or forty in depth. An arpe.t;t is 

" a fpot of ground containing 100 perclies fquare, each of which is eighteen 

" feet Ion~. See ~ahontan's Voyage to North America, Letter 2. 

D of 
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of paying the civil and milit~ry officers, and repamng 

and maintaining the fortifications was likewife vefted in 

the crown. But notwithfianding thefe advantages, the 

Canadians could never furmount the natural difficulties 

of their ftation, occafioned by the intemperature of the 

climate, and barrennefs of the foiL All the money 

that ever centered in Canada came from France by vir

tue of the royal efiablilhment (including the civil offi._ 

cers, and the military gentry fent by the French King 

to defend the colony;) and this no fooner came to their 

hands, than it was drawn off again by the over-ballance 

of their trade with Old France, for Canada having no 

other commodity wherewith to fupply a European 

market, but furs, their demands for European com

modities, not only to fupport their own wants, but 

likewife the Indian trade, greatly exceeded their abili

ties to return in that article; they were therefore of ne

ceffity obliged to pay the deficiency in money, or bills 

of exchange. As a farther encouragement to the fettlers~ 

and to procure a mutual commerce, the royal cftablilh

rnent was made accountable for the bills of exchange ; 

for fpecie being very little, if at all, ufed in Canada, 

paper credit would not have been accepted as calh, or 

even negotiable, without fome fuch fecurity for the due 

payment, as had been frequently experienced, to the 

no fmall detriment of the inhabitants. Can we then 

call Canada an opulent, or even a thriving colony, and de

ferving of our mofl trifling confideration, when it could 

not depeod upon its own foundation for a fupport; when 

it could not, at its higheft pitch of grandeur, bear its own 

neceffary expences, or keep a part of the money fent thi
ther to pay its own officers? nay, it is an undoubted 

truth, that the running calli of Canada (which the in-
habi-
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habitants have been frequently obliged to circulate, not· 
withfianding the lofs to themfelves from its inferior va

lue •) has been of late years reduced fo low as within a 

few thoufand livres, the greatefi part of which of courfe 

centered in the capital t· Was not the manner, living, 

and employment among the Canadians in general, ever 

fuch as denoted the extremefi indigence and poverty? Was 

the principal inhabitants ever to be put on a level with 

the ordinary people of our own colonies t ? Did they not 
D 2 rather 

,. cc If the merchant fells .. his " lkins to any private man in the coun

" try for ready money, he is paid in the current money, which is of lefJ 

'' value than the bills of exchange, that the direC\:or of, the " office" of 

the farmers general "draws upon Rochel or Paris; for there they are paid 

u in French lines, which are twenty fols, whereas a Canada livre is but 

11 fifteen fols." Lahontan, page 54· 
t Father Charievoix who was in Canada in 172.1, fpeaking of the fear

city of coin, fays, " in a word you will be furprizcd, when I tell you, 

" that in I 7 o6, the trade of the m oft ancient of all our colonies was car

" ried on in a bottom, or capital, of no more than 6 so,o3o livres, and 

" things have been pretty much in the fame fituation. Now this fum di

u vided among th irty th~ufand inhabita'lts, is neither capable of enriching 

" them, nor of enabling them to purchafe the commodies of France." For 

this reajon mo.ft part of them go ftark naked, ifpecially tbofe that live in 

" remote habitations. " They have not even the advantage of fellin~: the 

" fcrplus of their commodit:es to the inhabitants of cities, thofe being ob

" liged, in order to fubfift, to have lands in the country, and to cultivate 

" them themfelves for their own account," fo that high or low were far

mers or hunters. A pretty piel:ure this of Canadian affiuence, and well 

worth our envy! Charlevoix, Letter 4, Vol. I. p. I49· 
! Charlevoix, in the parallel he draws between the Englilh and French 

colonies, has the f<>llowing paragraph. " In New England, and the other 

" provinces of the continent of America, fubjeCl: to the Britilh empire, 

" there prevails an opulence which they are utterly at a lofs how to ufe ; 

" and in New France, a poverty hid by an air of being in eafy circum

•' ftances, which feems not at all ftudied. Trade and the cultivation of 

" their plantations ftrengthen the firft, whererrs the fecond is fupported by 

" the induftry of its inhabitants, ~nd th~ taftc of the nation ditfufes O\'er it 
" fome-
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rather lead the lives of fl aves both m labour and diet ? 
Th; inland communication between the feveral difrritl:s 
in Canada was during fummer (if it can be fo called) 
chiefly carried on by boats and canoes ; what therefore 
could be more miferable than feeing fome paddling up 
and down the lakes and rivers like fo many favages, for 
t'he lakes and rivers, being in many parts very fhallow, 
and in others fubjeCl: to large and dangerous cataracts 
were rendered unfit for any other method of navigation r 
What could likewife be more miferable than feeing others 
delving in the earth with pickaxes to break the hardened 
furface ? Their occupations in winter were fiill worfe, 
fome were empolyed like fo many Laplanders in guiding 
fledges drawn by horfes, or other animals over vafi: 
tracts of fnow and ice, the only method they had to keep 
up a correfpondence with their neighbours : fome (to ufe 
an Englilh phrafe) lived like fo many Orfons, or wild 
men of the wood upon their dear bought fpoil from a
mong the wild beafts ; and others made fhift to fubfifl: 
upon the fifh they got by breaking through the ice ; an 
.employment often impracticable, and at other times e
qually laborious and dangerous as the others. There 
are thofe who urge that the populoufn_efs of Canada ~on
tradiCl: thefe affertions; our public papers which, feme
time ago, fo much vilified this French colony, feem to 
have adopted this doCtrine ; they now do all they can to 
aggrandize it; they give pompous lift~ of the number 

H fomething infinitely pleafing. The Engliih planter amaffes wealth, and 

" never makes any fuperfl.uous expence; the French inhabitant again en
" joys what he has acquired, and often makes a parade of what he is not 
" poileffed of. That labours for his pofterity ; this again leaves his off
,, fpring in the fame neceffities he was in himfelf at his firft fetting out, 
'' and. to extricate themfelve• as they can, Id, p. n3, Letter 3• 

and 
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and extent of the cities, towns, villages, and villas, 
which they eagerly publilh with all the aifurance of au
thenticity, and prefume, as a certainty, of its impor

tance. But admit their accounts even to be genuine, 
are we from thence to infer any natural perfeCl:ion of the 
country, or to blindly imagine it will be fo infinitely ad

vantageous to ui, from this abundant population ? 
France, Sir, being a kingdom fo populous and exten

five in itfelf, and where agriculture is negleCl:ed, and 
the country, for want of it, ~oth not grow enough to {up
port its own inhabitants, need we wonder that where a 
fettlement is formed, and fuch large indulgencies grant
ed, it fuould attraa the attention of a few of the igno

noran t rabble ! and that fuch are the chief part of the 
European inhabitants of Canada, is undoubtedly true: 

the new fettlers are, in general, the very refufe of 
France, of very mean origin, and thofe who had no 
other profpea to get a livelihood, than by flying from 

their native country. Need we likewife ·wonder that 

their numbers have encreafed, when they have been 

fuffe.red to poifefs fuch an additional territory by en .. 

croachments ? Suppofe, agreeable to a late calculation, 
that Canada is one thoufand eight hundred miles in 
length, and one thoufand, two .hundred, and fixty in 
breadth, I would be glad to know, whether according 

to the ufual method of calculating, the number of inha

bitants are in the leafi: proportion to the extent of coun

try? The moft extravagant account of the French has 

fixed the number of the inhabitants of Canada confider

ably within one hundred and fifty thoufand ; but they are 
generally computed at lefs than one hundred thoufand. 

Even admit the former, it muft imply that Canada is 

greatly deficient in inhabitants; and therefore mufr 

con-
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convince us that the foil is very barren, and the meant 

of getting a livelihood very difficult. It is known that 

the climate about Lake Champlain, and the other lakes, 

which include their encroachments, and which they 

have fo long been endeavouring to poffefs themfelves of, 

is more mild, and the foil more fertile than in Canada. 

Divefr them of thefe alone, and w~ 1hould foon find an 

amazing diminution in the number of inhabitants; di

veft them of thefe, and we 1hould foon find, if Canada 

is refiored, as amazing a decreafe in their fur trade; for 

moft of the flJ.{ins they fend to Europe come from thence, 

and in fuch quantity, that Lahontan tells us, that three 

fourths of them come from thence, even in his time, 

when the French had fuch little intercourfe with the In

dians about thefe lakes. 
The public papers have likewife been very liberal in 

magnifying the fertility of Canada, but I think with 

very little foundation, and I believe to as little purpofe. 

Indeed it is inconceivable to me, how a country fo far 

to the north, and fubject to fuch piercing frofis, the 

greater part of the year can be ~o very fertile. As ,the 

froft is apt to penetrate very deep, and continues fo Jong, 

it muft render the natural quality of the earth benumb' cl 
and inacHve, while it continues, efpecially as at that 

time the farmer is difabled from giving it the neceffarv 

culture : therefore the difficulty of vegetation, in ~ 
country where the extremity of the cold is fo piercing 

·and permanent the greater part of the year, is very obvi

ous, and muft undoubtedly be more fo, with thofe com

modities, that require a longer fray in the earth, to attain 

their natural perfeCtion than others. Thus the growth of 

wheat, which generally remains nine months in the 

earth even in England, muft meet with greater obfb-
cles 
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des than barley or oats, which remain but abOut four. 
Befides, as the furface of the earth, to a confiderable 

depth, is rendered fo hard by the froft, it mufi be im
poffible for the blade of the plant to £hoot up fponta

neoufly : an infinite deal of labour mufi therefore have 
been requifite amo~g the Canadian farmers to open the 

furrows, and give the plants all the affiftance of art in 
their power, while they are growing; for, if the culture 

• beftowed on plants in general is beneficial, it muft cer
tainly be more fo to thofe rthat remain longeft in the 
ground. 

Great care mufi: alfo have been taken by the Canadian 

farmers every fe:1fon, that their lands were well cleaned 
of the fiubble of the former crops, in order to render 
them fit for the reception of the feed, and the neceffary 
culture; otherwife the plants would be liable to be 
rooted up by plowing. And even admit that the foil of 
Canada had been originally ever fo fertile, it mufi have 

been greatly impaired fince; Canada being fuch a 

woody country, the farmer could not remove from his 

old farm to cultivate frefu lands at pleafure, as the diffi .. 

culty of clearing the ground of the trees and frumps 

~uft be infinite, and in moft parts impra8:icable : the!r 
ufual fettlements muft therefore have loft their former 

virtue by fuch frequent culture, and the quantity of 
their produce muft have decreafed every fucceeding 

year. They muft likewife have required a great deal 

of manure, which, by its nutritive juice and warmth, 

might qualify the foil for vegetation; and, after all the 
difficulties of Nature are furmounted by this laboriou$ 

and expenfive toil, when the plants had acquired a con

fiderable growth, is it reafonable to fuppofe that they 

could 



could tota1ly withftand every future inclemency of wea .... 
ther,? Do not even the hufbandmen of England (a cli 
mate infinitely more mild than Canada) often have 
their crops blighted by one night's frofl: l and will it be 
faid, they are not more liable to thefe calamities in Ca-
nada? and, as the difficulties of growing wheat were 

fo great, by reafon of the long fiay it required in the 
ground, before it could acquire its natural perfeCl:ion, it 
may reafonably be conceived, that the Canadians never 
exported any confiderable quantity of flour, if any at all; 
and this is a prime article of the provifion trade to the 
Sugar Iflands. 

If we want farther proof of the climate of Canada, we 
need only afk our brave foldiers who have been there : 
they :will infotm us1 that feveral of their moft hardy 
comrades have loft the ufe of their limbs merely from 
the effeCls of tbe weather; nay, that fome of their offi
cers alfo (whofe difference of living one would think a 
fecurity againft this evil) have been rendered infirm : 
Brigadier Murray himfe]f, if I am not mifl:aken, makes 
fuch a complaint in his letter, OI\ the furrender of Mont
real and all Canada. 

The afiertion, that Canada fupplied their Sugar Iflands 
with provifions, is likewife very doubtful. I have al
ready explained myfelf with regard to all kinds of corn, 
which could not grow in any abundance, I)Ot only from 
the disfavour of ~the climate, but likewife of the foil, 
which is a mixture of fand and ftones, and therefore 
naturally very unfit for vegetation. It mufi at leafl: be 
allowed, that Canada produced but a very fmall quanti
ty of corn more than fufficient for the occafions of its 
own inhabitant&. I have the authority of Chadevoix · 

in 



levoix in this print •, the great demands the Canadians 

had for it to give their cattle in winter, rendered it im
poffible. 

• cc The winter (fays he) commonly begins before the veffels fet fail 

n in order to return to France, and always in fuch a manner, as to afto

cc nilh every one, except the natives of the place. The fidl: fro!h, in a 

" few days, fill the riYers with ice, and the earth is foon covered with 

'' fnow, which continues for fix months, and is always fiJC feet deep ia 

" places not expofed to the wind. 

" It is true there is no want of wood to guard againft the cold, which 

" very foon becomes extreme, and encroaches greatly on the fpring : but 

" it is, however, fomething extremely fhocking, not to be able to ftir out 

" of doors without being frozen, at leaft without being wrapt up in furs 

" like a bear. Moreover what a fpe8:acle is it to behold one continued 

cc tract of fnow, which pains the 1ight, and hides from our view all the 

u beauties of nature? No more difierence between the rivers and fields, 

" no more variety, even the trees are covered with fnow-froft, with large 

" ificles depending from all their branches, under which you cannot pafs 

'' with fafety. What can a man think, who fees the horfes with bearJs 

'' of ice more than a foot long ; and who can travel in a country, where, 

" for the fpace of fix months, the be.us themfelves dare not fhew their 

cc face~ to the weather ? Thus I have never paffed a winter in this coun

u try, without feeing fome one or other carried to the hofpital, and who 

u was obliged to have his legs or arms cut off, on account of their being 

" benumbed and frozen. In a word, if the iky is clear, the wind which 

" blows from the weft, is intolerably piercing. If it turns to the fouth 

H or aaft,. the weather becomes a little more moderate, but fo thick a fnow 

~~ falls, that there is no feeing ten paces before you, even at noon day. On 

" the other hand, if a compleat thaw comes on, farewell to the yearly 

" fiock of capons, quarters of beef and mutton, poultry, and tiih, which 

" they had laid up in granaries, depending on the continuance of the froft ; 

" fo that in fpite of the exceffive feverity of the cold, people are reduced 

" to the neceffity of wjthing for its continuance." Char I. p .. 2 sz, 2 54, 

letter to. 

And a little after, he fays (p. z 55,) " After all, thefe colds fo long and 

~~ fo fevere, are attended with inconveniences, which can never thorough

" ly be remedied. I reckon in the firfi place the difficulty of feeding the 

'' cattle, which during the whole winter feafon tan find nothing in the 

~t fields, and, confe'iuently, the prefer\'ing them muft l:e extremely ex

~ ~nlin:1 while thei.c tleth1 after bein! kept fix months on dry food, mufr 

~ " hav' 



poffible. And if this natural fcarcity of corn had not 
fubfified, the immenfe expence of maintaining cattle 
and poultry with it all winter, muft ftill have greatly 
prevented the growth of them, as indeed was the cafe, 
for it is an undoubted truth, that many of the farmers 
in Canada, made it a practice of killing them in au
tumn, to avoid the vaft expence of maintaining them 
during the winter: fo that the greateft part of the year 
the inhabitants chiefly lived upon falted meats and fifh: 
And farther~ to afcertain how fmall the trade was from 
Canada to the French fugar illancls with provifions, we 
need only enquire what quantities of beef and pork have 
been frequently exported directly from England and Ire
land, and indireCtly from our own northern colonies, 
fometimes on their own bottom, and at others by means 

' of their correfpondence with the Dutch and Danes. 
'I'hofe articles generaily comprized under the denomi
nation of Lumber, they, indeed, might fenJ to the iflands:, 
but this was carried on in fuch a manner, as fcarce to 
deferve our notice, and the name of a branch of com
merce. The demands of the Canadians, as I h.ave faid 
before, being greater for European commodities, than 
they could return in furs, they generally fupplied the 
deficiency by a cargo of lumber, which the European . 
!hips carried to the fugar i !lands, and there got in ex
~hange fugar, coffee, indigo, &c. which they brought 

" have loft all its relilh. Corn is- alfo neceRary for the ponltry, and great 

" care muft be taken to keep them <~live during fo long a time. If to 

" av01d expence, all thofe beafh a~e killed .ibout the end of October, whi~h 
" are intended fer wnfumption, before the month of May, you may eafi

'' Iy judge how infpid this fort of victuals mull: be, and from the mannu 

" in which they catch fiJh through the ice, it appears this cannot be very 
~, plentiful, beli<:les its being frozen frora the very firft; fo that it is al· 

~r moft impoffible to have it fre!h io the fcafon~ whe~ it is moi wan d. 

to 
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to Europe; and this kind of traffic generally made near 

a whole year's voyage. Other thips were folely freight

ed with furs, or fomctimes partly paid in bills of exchange 

tiired:ly for Europe; but much the greateft part of the 

fuips from France to Canada, reforted to the fifhery, in 

the mouth of the river St. Laurence, and ofF the banks 

of Newfoundland ; fo that one way or other, they all 
of them generally got home loaded. But is not this a 

further proof of the extreme poverty of Canada ? Cana

da itfelf could not near fuppl} them w:th fufficient com

modities to go freighted home, or any other market. 

And if they had not found a remedy in the fifhery, the 

whole colony of Canada would, very probably, have 

been long ago negleCted, or abandoned by the inhabi

tants, for the imports from France muft have been con

fequently much enhanced in value for want of a freight 

home. In fuort, if the Canadians have in any refpect 

become rivals, or formidable to our colonies, fo as to 

require fuch an effetl:ual check, as the retention of their 

whole country, have we not been conducive, nay have 

we not been principals in the means of making them fo ? 
Wa!> it not the treachery and iniquitous praCtices of our 

traders., that alienated from us the affeCtions of the In. 
dians who, till then, kept in awe all Canada? Did 
not the adminiflration negleCt to reform the abufes m 

his matter ? Was it not rather conceived good policy 

to promote di!fentions among the dHFcrent tribes, to urge 

them to a 'Wtlr with tne French, and then fhamefully 

defert them, v-ith a view, as they themfelves found, tf 
not of extirpating their wltole generation, at leaft of 

hecking their future growth f. Did not proceedings like 
heie, and thefe alone, force them to carry their furs to . 

Can dians, and to nave dealings ·it a people, 
E 2 ao-ain!t 
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againfi: whom they had the fl:rongefl: natural pre]ndrce:l 
and hereditary enmity, and with whom they had lived 

in perpetual war r Did not the French on the contrary, 
very much improve their good underfranding with them, 

not only in the way of fair trade, but conformity to 
their way of living, and intermarriage among them ? 
Need we wonder then, that a behaviour fo oppofite had 

fuch oppofite efFeCts ? Be the Indi:ms ever fo deceitful 

and vindictive, they have fenfations of humanity, and 

ideas of genetofity; nor can we juiHy upbraid them 
with treachery and barbarity, againft whom we have fo 

largely played the fame weapons: but without morali
zing farther, let me advife, that before we impeach the 
honefiy of others, we learn to be honefr ourfelves ; I 
am fure it is ,full time. While the natives were our 
friends, had we any apprehenfions of danger from the 

French power in Canada? No; our colonies were not 
obliged to maint<Un fo many forts on their frontiers, they 
enjoyed all the happinefs of peace and fecurity; if the 
Canadians attempted any encroachments on our claims, 

though at the difiance of two or three hundred miles 
from our fettlements, they were confl:antly drove away 

by thefe people, fuch was their good faith and amity to

ward us. Was it not their defect alone that enabled 

the .French to purfue the ambitious fchemes they had 

formed againfr us in America, and which they found 
were difregarded by our adminiftration in England ? And 

yet notwithfianding the large addition of territory they 

acquired, and their influence over the mofl: difrant tribes 
of Indians, what great advantages did France receive 
from this their reputed invaluable colony? Is it not real

ly to be admired, is it not worth our confideration, to 
ii11d that its amount, in the moft flQurithing times, ex-

ceeded 
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ceeded little more than one hundred and thirty five thou
fand pounds; and even then, that it produced no ba
lance in favour of Canada ; the inhabitants never had a 
fufficiency to return in exchange for common neceffaries: 
and if we deduCl: the value of thofe commodities that 
enabled them to carry on the trade with the Indians, 
fuch as brandy, fire-arms, powder, blankets, and feve
ral kinds of trinkets and utenfils, and the freightage of 
them from France, what could be the amount of the 
clear profiti of thefe lkins to the merchant? Did the ex
ports from Canada ever employ many thips? Did they 
ever much add to the French naval power? Did they, 
when imported, bring any confiderable addition to the 

French revenue? fo far from it, Sir, that we were told 
by the Remarker, and with a great deal of truth, that 
" the whole produce of Canada, though it were all ex
" ported from England, and exported compleatly ma
" nufaCl:ured, would not amount to the value of" the 
" fingle article" of fugar from Guadalupe " unmanu
" faCl:ured: nor would it employ the one twentieth part 
" of the fhipping and the feamen." 

By the retention of Canada one would, no doubt, ex:
petl: that the French would be entirely excluded from 
Cape Breton, and all their right to, and thare in the 
fifhery. Will not then impartial men be amazed, when 
they hear, that if we retain Canada, " the French """ 
are frill to enjoy " the right given" th m by " the I 3th 
" article of the treaty of Utrecht, to filh iu fome parts 
" of thefe feas ~" and that " Cape Breton, is to " be 
" left open to them," becaufe truly this ar d that Great 
" 1\tlan conceives the refufal would be rather unreafon
" able," and becaufe " a few men of v:ar kept at Hal-

Letter to two GreAt Men, p. 32.. 

" lifax, 



'' lifax, will effeC't:ually prevent Louifbourg's being again 

" made a place of ftrength." What, !Sir, can we 

think, when we fee the continuance of a mere privilege 
fo ftrenuoufly recommended, which there is the greateft 

reafon poffible to wifu revoked? We, Sir, who fo much 

lament the growth of French power, and their ftrength 

by fea; we, Sir, who have feen this very privilege abufed, 

who have heard them treat our fifhers with all imagin-
2ble infolence rd .lawlefs defpotifm ; who have fcen 

them fupplant us at the foreign market even in that com

modity, which is judged fo very " unreafonable'' to re .. 

fufe them. In lhort, Sir, we, who after a truce. of about' 

~ight years, from a bloody and expenfiv.e war, and when 

the profecution o( another, has almofr reduced us to a 

national bankruptcy, are, I am forry to fay it by fuch 

good advice, and well concerted fchemes as this, in a 

fair way of repeating that univerfal carnage that bath of 

late years defolated Europe worfe than a peftilence, and 

{inking under a burth~n that may render Britain no 

longer a commercial kingdom, and Britons no longer 

a free people. 
Can we doubt, Sir, that if France was fuffered to 

repo[efs Cape-Breton, that, fhe would repeople it 
and re-fortify it; I fay, Sir, can we doubt it, when we 

have fuch bare-faced inftances of her perfidy in the 

prefent ftrength of Dunkirk, and the late encroach· 

ments on :our colonies; the former of which they for

tified under our very nofes, and the latter of which 

they got poffefiion of by our own fupinenefs; for we 

were ocular witneffes of ~heir motions, nay, were pre
vioufly acquainted with tlieir intentions. If, in the 
terms of a future peace, we fuould exaa a particular 

ftipulation from France, that we fuould even be at li-
berty 

· · ·i • 
f. 



( 31 ) 

berty to take periodical obfervations and nice furveys of 
the ftate of Cape-Breton in the times of peace, would 
not Frrnce find the means to evade the executive part 

of that ftipulation, even fuppofing that future admini
ftrations fhould be inclined to adhere ftrialy to the tenor 
of it, a circumftance very much to be feared ? the fpe

cial prettxts of fheltering the inhabitants, and proteCl:
ing them againft any irruption of the favages frotn the . 
neighbouring continent, muft be allowed to have fome 

influence ; and being fo plaufible, would be ever pal
liative of their breach of faith. What then would be the 
confequence ? Should ~ not foon fee Louitbourg once 
more become that formidable bulwark, that invaluable 

Dunkirk of America, which we ever confidered. it to 

be ? Should we not again experience the defelHon of the 

treacherous Arcadians? Would not France always take 
care to keep a numerous garrifwi in Cape-Breton l 
Would they not again carry fire and fword into our in

fant fettlements in Nova Scotia? Would not our 1harc 

in th~ Filhery be at their mercy? Could a fingle lhip go 

to Canada without paffing Cape-Breton; Muft they not 

e\'en go in fight of it, excepting when the air ihould be 
foggy, or our fbips fhould find themfelves under a ne .. 
ceffity of taking their palfage through the Streights of 

Bellifle, a pafrage infinitely more tedious and dange-

rous ? could we, therefore, ih the time of war, avoid 
the total deftruCtion of our trade to Canada, and the 
Fifhery, without keeping fleets to block up the port i 
And would not the keeping fuch fleets be always necef

fary, and confequentl y always a vaft ex pence to the na· 

tion, and fuch as, in the time. of war, would greatly 0ver

balance the amount of the exports from Canada even in 

the time of peace? Is this the way, Sir, to procure 

the 
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the much defired folid peace for England, ~nd for 
Europe r Is it the way to fuew " France that" we 
~' know" our" true interefl:s, and are refolved fieadily 
" to -purfue them • !" would not "a peace" upon this 
fyftem, be rather " trea~herous and delufive ?" Should 
we n<?t too foon experience, that Louiibourg would, in 
~very refpeCl:, become more formidable and detrimental 
to us than Dunkirk ever was, or ever can be ? Would 
not pofterity hereafter admire, that England couJd have 
a M--r remarkable for his perfpicuity, and unufually 
difl:inguifued for his attachment to the intecefl:s of his 
country, fo egregioufly impofed on, and who could be 

confiftently guilty of fuch a manifeft default, blunder, or 
whatever you pleafe to term it r in the name of decency· 

and good manners, let us not caft fuch an affront on 
common fenfe. 

I would not, Sir, judge too harihly, I would be ra- . 
ther too fparing of cenfure; but how can I refrain a 
little ebullition of temper, when I fee a fyfrem aCl:ually 
adopted, that is in itfelf fo abfurd and inconfifi:ent ; the 
demolition of" the fortifications of Louifbourg t,'' was 
to be the prelude to this fanciful farce, a farce which has 
taken place in action, and, if I am rightly informed, had 
been adopted, in the refined negociation ; it is there
fore full time, before the curtain is dropt, to put a check 
to its future progrefs. The abfurdity of demolilhing 
the fortifications of Louifbourg is felf evident, and the 
more fo upon the pretence, that " a few men of war 

" kept at Hallifax, will effectually prevent" its " being 
" again made a place of frrength." The whole muft 

• Let tot to two great men. t Ibid. 

there-
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therefore depend upon the reafonablencfs of keeping the 

tvhole ifland of Cape-Breton from the ha~ds of F.rance, 

which is a point 1 lhall confider hereafter: it is fuffi .. 

cient at prefcnt, that the ret~ntion of thefe iilands and 

the fifhery, has not been urged, by the advocates, as an 
inducement for retaining Canada. 

I perfwade myfelf, Sir, you wilf excufe my converf .. 

i'ng with you fo freely, and delivering my fenti
ments fo plainly, I mcnt.ioncd to you at my firft 

letting ofF, I had not :ltudied the art of adulation, if I can 

acquit myfelf of my prefent talk in the l~nguage of com
mon fenfe, it is a~ much I can aim at. We are all of us 

apt, Sir, to talk prefumptively up~n matters of fenti
rnent; if therefore I anticipate the future fituation of 

Canada, whether intended to be retained or not, and 
give you fomething of my ideas, or rather to afk fome 
general quefiions, what it would be under an Engliili 
government, I nope.I £hall be entitled to the excufe. 

Mufr it not be allowed, Sir, that under an EnglHh 

government, ihips cannot " come to the Wefr-India 
,., market from the bottom of the river St. Laurence, 

~' with the grofs and cheap article of lumber upon a 
'~footing with our colonies; m:my of which are not 

" three weeks fail from them." But as to this branch, 
Sir, l belie~e, it is given up by the fl:rongefr advocates 

of that fyfiem. As an Englifn colony will not Canada 

be fubjeB: to certain limits, as is the cafe with our other 
cofonies? \Vould not this of courfe greatly reduce the 

amount of their cxpoits in furs? Will the Canadians 

then have the command of the beautiful banks of the 

Ohio, or the Great Lakes ? Can they have poffe.ffion of -

lands, included in the grailts of other colonies, or of 
thofe trath, for which contratts have been already made 

with private companies? On the contrary mufr not the 

F wh~le 
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whole t rade of C<Jnada be confined within the barrep; 

tracl t0 the eafr of the U pp~r Lake, and Hudfon's-Bay r 
As Engiifn fubje3:s, will not the Canadians lofc their in

fluence over the Indians? would not thde latter look 

upon them as natives of England? and would they, in 

jn fuch cafe, carry their fl~ .. ins as far as Iv1.ontreal, when ' 

they couic.l do it fo much more conveniently at Niagara 
and Ofwego, for :m equal, if not larger gratuity? 

But fupp ·, fe, Sir, that the Canadians fhould have liberty. 

given them to refort to the lakes, and about the Forks 

of the Ohio, and have e!bblifued marts there at certain 

fcafons cf the year, woul(l they carry the f1<:ins to Ca-

_nada, when they might difpofe of them fo much more 

conveniently to fa8ors in Virginia or .rvlaryland? The 

beads of the rivers Potomack ancl Sufquehanna, that fall 

into Chef2peak Bay, interlock with the branches of the 

Ohio about Pitfburg, and thereby afford an inland 

navigation from the Ohio through the A palacheo; .. 

mountains to the Atlantic Ocean, and a carriage 

thither be much fhorter and fafer, than hy navi

o-atin~ the lakes Erie and Ontario, down the River Ca-
o '-' 
detacqui, fo to Mon trral, Quebec, and up the River 

St. Laurence ? Would not likewife even the inhabitants 

vvithin the precinch of Canada, confign their comm()-o' 

ditics to fa8:or~ at New-York? Would it not be more' 

to their a<lvantage th:m fending them by \Yay of the 

River St. Laurence? The navigation of Lake Cham

plain ::nd tf udfon 's River would be much !horter, and 

fafcr, a;;d confcq.uentl_' much cheaper. 

Thus, Sir, would not the Canadians have all th~ 
druJ gery of getting the fkins, and the V:irsinian~~ Ma
ry1andcr3, or New-Y orkers, the benefit of the {ale ? 
Would not thefe latter Iikev:ife fupply the Canadians 

with 
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with Englifl1 manufactures, &c. much cheaper·by means 

of this inland navigation, than we could direCl:ly from 

England by the way of the River St. Laurence? Would 

not the greater difhnce and danger of the voyage by 

way of the River St. Laurence; and necdfary detentioi-t 

of the fuip and crew, in difembarking their commoditier_, 

.~nd loading again, of courfe enhance the price? Thu~, 

Sir, is it not likely that England will receive very little 

addition in lhips or failors, by retaining Canada, at ai} 

events, much lefs than France did, tho' fo very incon

fiderable; nay, perhaps, that fcarce a dozen fuips would 

enter the River Sr. Laurence bound to any port in Ca

nada within a whole year ? 
If the French inhabitants iliould retire from their 

fettlements in Canada (which I am perfwaded moft of 

them would) can we expect that it will become wel1 
peopled from our own colonies, when we have fuch im

mer..fe tracts on the fame continent, infinitely more com
JTIOdious and inviting, fuch as in Nova-Scotia, about 

the lakes, and t!ve.ry part beyond the mountain? If 

this "objection is founded on ignorance of the nature 
" of popula_tion in new countries*; I will acknowledge 

I am unhappy .enough to deferve that cenfure; but, if 
the "population " of " new countries '' depends, as I 
conceive jt does, on " the pleafantnefs, fertility, and 

" plenty of fuch new countries t,'' and the inhabitants 

" encrcafe in proportion as the means and facility of 

" gaining a livelihood encreafe t," then I do not deferve 

that cenfure, but the author himfelf; for the climate of 

~anada is far from being pleafant, the fojl far from be-

·· Int~reft of Gfeat Britain, &c. p. 45• 

t !bid. P• Z-4· t Ibid.p. 25. 

f. in~ 



Ing fer~~]e, nor has it a plcntp of any vendible comma-
/ ,J 

dlty. ,' 
rro be brief, Sir, is it not (omething paradoxical, if not 

inconfifccnt) that Canad1, Heing of fo very little impor

tance to FranceJ can be fo much the greater to us ? as 
being the only nor,hcrn colony they poffeffed, they cer

tainly had it in their power to make its commodities 

turn to greater account than we can ever expect to do ? 
You certotinly, Sir, do not think we can receive greater 

advantages from it in a commercial view than France 

has dcnc before us: it is beyond pot1ibility. Is there not 

rather the greatd1: reafon to expect that the Canadians, 

by lofmg the commerce of the great b!kes and the Forks 

of the Ohio, would decreafe in their exporcs of furs, at 

leafl: one half? Would not their demands, in that cafe, 
on Great-Britain decreafe in proportion? And how they 

could fin<.l wherewithal to keep life and foul together, is 
to me very que:ftionable; for, by the lofs of their efia
bli!hm~n~ on the Great Lakes, Canada would lofc very 

few of its own proper inhabitants, although the later 

fett1crs iliould continue there; for thefe fettlemcnts were 

formed chiefly for fupporting their ga:rifom, and to pre
fcrve a communication With the Indians. 

The military invaliJs, ci\ ilizcd Indians, and the fpare 
hands of the garrif~l we"ic cmrloycd in cultivating the{e 
iettlcmcnts, but no f~nther t]1an was fufficient for their 

own w;.~nts : the Courcus de Bois went with the commo

dities ncccHary for the Indian tr~dc, and brought back in 
return their fkins. No ~thcr commercial intercourfe fub

fill.ccJ between Canada ancl their fcttlcments about the 

L1kcs. In a word, Sir, I would be glad to know what 
imaginary form of government we arc to afiume in <;:a-
~da ; what invcrfiun is propofed to be made in the c'ivil 

politr ,aud what kind of ir,nov<"ttio.ns in t!~e commerciJl f)(f

tem , , 
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.tfm. Is England to pay all the neceffary officers ~f the 
~ivil efiablifhmcnt ? Is England to defray all the charges 

. of repairing and maintaining the fortifications? If fo, 

where is the fund to do it ? Mufi England, likewife, b~ 
obliged to keep a nume~ous force in Canada to over

awe the inhabitants ? \Vill not this be even neceffary 

to bring fpecie into the colony ; for if _it does n?t come 

by thi~ channel, how can it co_me at all? Canada can 

have no ballance in her favour from her own commodi

ties, and, can have no money, but by virtue of the royal 

eftablifhment: and iffuch eftablifhment was neceffary un

der the French, will it not be more founder us? even the 

whole value of the exports from Canada would be fcarce 

fufficient to pay its own civil officers, much lefs the 

charge~ of maintaining their fortifications. Are the im- . 

ports and exports to and from Canada to be exempted 
from the ~fual duties on their entry and clearance? if 

they were fuhjeB: to fuch duties, would not the price of 

COJ?modities be much enh_anced, and the. Canadians 

rendered more Uf!able to pay for them ? And if the ex

emption was to take place, would it not be fo much 

dear lofs to the revenue? So tha·t in every cafe, is not 

the mother-country fure to fuffer by retaining Canada? 

Jn a word, Sir, by retaining it, we can expeCt it to be

come no other than a colony, without trade and inha

bitants. Let the advocates for the retention, give me 

~he leaft profpeCl: of its being made of any real utility 

~nd emolument to the mother country (be it ever fo 

{mall ;) and I will not zvail myfelf of its very nume

rous and peculiar difadvantages, very peculiar indeed! · 

But I am apprehenfive that this cannot be done. It can

not be faid, Sir, that we fhould retain Canada, becaufe 

ihere is reafon t? fufpeCt: the French will prove trouble-

feme 



fome neighbours, we might as well apply this dochi.nc 

to every colony the French are poffeffed of, and even tQ 

France itfelf. But did the pofl(dlion of Canada give th~ _ 

french any fuperiority over us, either on the principle~ 

of power or commerce? Was it not our own unparal

lelled negligence that raifed them from the very extre

.mity of beggary and contempt, and made them become 

formidable to us ? It cannot be faid, Sir, that before the 

French got poife:ffion of the lakes, and pr~vailed upon 
pur Indian allies to abandon our interefr, and take part 

with them, that England had any thing to apprehend 

from the exceiEve growth of French power from that 
colony, fo far from this, did not our own colonie.s hold 

Canada in fuch a piteous light, that they fcldom enga

ged v:goroufly in a war againfi it? When they were in

clined to correfpond with Can;;J.da in this manner, did 

~hey not fet the Indians on; and did not they al.one 

prove fufficient to keep the Canadians in the moft abject 

awe and fubjeCt:ion? 
. But wherefore fhou~d I be furprized at finding 

Canada ever fo deficient for England, in a commer .. 

cial view, or even of any importance at all, when 
:we have been very modefily given to underfiancl 

that the " propofed demand of Canada is," partly 

'' founded on the little value of" it "t0 the French"';'' 

'an affertion fo plain and fimply honefi in itfelf, that I 
believe, Sir, I had no occafion to have enlarged in the 
manner I have done : however, as I have entered the 

lifts, it is fit I fhould ftCquit myfelf with becoming cou

rage and refohition,. and ihall, therefore proceed on the 

object of contention. Another part of the foundatiop 

is faid to be " the right we have to afk, and the power 

" we may have to infifi on an indemnification for our 

1 Interdl: of Gre:>.t Britain, p. 4 and 5· 



expences -f.'' But this is a very £hallow argument, tor;· 
have we not, Sir, tbe fame right to afk, and the fame' 

poffibility (the author implies no more) of a power; to· 

infifr on an indemnification as well by retaining any 

other co~queft as Canada ? M oft certainly we have, and 

mofr certainly we ought, to make our preference fubor

dinate to our own interefts and not the convenience of 

an enemy. The other part of the argument is faid to be 

" the difficulty the French themfelves will be under of 

" retaining their re!l:lefs fubjeC!s in America from en-

" croaching on our limits, and difturbing our trade, 

" and the difficulty on our parts of pteventing encroach-

" mcnts that may poffibly exift many years without 

" coming to our knowledge :t·" But as this part en

tirely depends on the objects of our demands in North 

America, and in fact would be the only material foun

dation for us to keep Canada, I fuall confider that point 

pretty largely. I do not mean to infift merely on the • 

difadvantages of the commerce of Canada, my intention 

is not to cavil upon particulars, but to obviate every 

caufe for it hereafter. If the poffe.ffion of Canada would 

give us that fecurity we want, or, at leaft, ought to 

want, in North America, or would prove of any great 

detriment to the future growth of power in France, I 
would readily wave them as inconfiderable. I do not 

think either of thefe will be the· confequcnce, and fhall 
prefently give my reafons why I think fo; and if it is 
found that Canada will not give us fuch fecurity, where

fore :fhould we incumber ourfelves with it, when it 

would prove a dead load of expence to us ? and where

fore fhould we pay fuch a regard to the French, when it 

would prove a dead load of expence to them? It could 

1" Intereft of Ore;!t Britain, ?' 5• t Ibid. 
be 



be fqr no other reafon than might ari(e from an ovcrd 

ftrained complaifance, becaufe it would be of little V;:_ 
lue to them. 

The fecurity defirable in America, we have· 6een in:. 

formed " may be confidered as of three kinds. rfi, A 
" fecurity of pofleffion that the Frencb :Lhall not drive 

" us out of the country. 2dly, ' A "fecurity of our plan~ 

" ters from the inroads of the favages, and the murderS 

" committed by them. 3dly, A fecurity that the Brf:

,', ti'fh nation £hall not be obliged o~ eve~y new war to 

" repeat the immenfe expence occafioned by this to de

'' fend its poffe.ffions in America •." I agree with the 
author in the propriety of thefe heads, but when he fay~ 
that " all" thefe '' kinds of fecurity are obtained by fub

" cluing and retaining Canada," and that " the In
" di:::ms" will have " no other Europeans near them 
,·, that can either fupply them, or inftigate them again!! 

'' us t ;" I cannot but difagree with. him there, it is an 
affertion altogether falfe and extravagant: I cannot but 
think the retention of this fame Canada will be defici
cient in alJ thefe points, and that in no fmall meafure 

too. The author certainly could not be fo ignorant of 
the limits of Cami<..la, to mean as he wc,uld feem to im

ply; he could not, with any regard to candour, or with 

a view to benefit the fu b.: eel:, fet up a pretence fo re
pugliant to the intent of the French fett1ements in North 

America, and the nature of their claims there. Does 

France claim· any 1 ight to ·the Ohio, as appertaining' to 
eanada? Does any one conceive that France would fet 
up a cb.im upon a principle fo abfurd ? It is true t11e 

grant of Louifiana to l'v1onf. Crozat, is not of itfelf, a 
lufficient authority to infifi on any precifc boundaries to 

Intereft t~f Cre~t Bdtain, p. 1 o. Ibid. p. 14. 
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Louifiana ; the patent is couched in very ob!cure terms, 

and the original expreffion, in fome places, very ambi

guous. It tells us, one part of Louiiiana is bounded by 

the river Illinois, but whether by the mouth or fource of 

that river is left undetermined, and the eafi:ern bounda

£}' is entirely fo. This obfcurity might be affected in

tentionally; and indeed with good reafon : for a~ this 

fettlement was :an illegal ufurpation, not only on the 

crown of Spain, but that of England, and was put in 

execution immediately after the treaty of Utrecht, it 
behaved France to keep her views in this fettlement, 

as fecret as poffible. But let us only confider with a 

little more reflection, and the matter will illufi:rate it· 

felf. The Ohio is cut ofF from Canada by the interme
diate territories of fome of our colonies and the Six Na

tions, a people whom France has formall} acknow

ledged by treaty to be fubje8 to England, and whofe ter

ritories extend over mofi: of the lakes, and the circumja

cent country. France therefore, could not, confifient

ly with her former conduct, !he could not, w.ith the 

leafi: colour, affume a right to the Ohio as appertainir~g 

to Canada . . The nature of the French claim to all the 

territories they alfume to themfelves in Canada and 

Louifiana, is frill a fironger evidence to my prefeQt 

purpofe. France fettles at the mouths of the two rivers 

St. Laurence and Miffifippi, and on that foundation 

builds a right to the whole extent of thofe rivers, and 

their feveral branches, and the rivers that communicate 

with them; it is, in fact, the only principle on which 

fhe can found a right to the large territories claimed by 

her in North America : therefore the Illinois, Ohio 
' W abache, Cherokee, and the other lelfcr rivers that 

communicate with the Miffifippi were undoubtedly 

(} meant 
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meant to be included in Louifiana. Befides there rnoty 
frill be a more natural reafon, why the boundaries of 
Louifiana were not primarily more clearly pointed out, 
than an apprehenfion of the confequences arifing from 
an illegal ufurpation. The grant to Crozat was the 
effeB: of a chimerical im2gination, and made at a time 
when the French were entirely ignorant of the nature 
and extent of the country they were about to fettle, as 
will evidently appear from a flight infpeClion into the 
patent; and that they did not even mean to confine 
themfelves to any particular boundaries as evidently ap
pear:; from the refenrations contained in it. And what 
renders the afi"ertion lefs plaufible and abfurd is, that a~ 

greeable to the reFort of the commi1farics after the trea
ty of Utrecht, the wefiern frontier of Canada is li
mited by the river Utawawa, which falls into the river 
St. Laurence, near Montreal; and, even according to 

the modefi limitation of French hydrographers •, it in
cluded only the great lakes. I will acknowledge the 
pofTeffion of Canada might fecure our northern colonies 
of Nova Scotia, and New England; but, it is evident, 
at the firfr view, it could not in the leafi: benc:fit the 
colonies of New York, Penfylvania, !Ylaryland, Vir
ginia, the two Carolinas, and Georgia. 

Agreeable to a late calculation it appeared that the 

northern colonies of New England and New York:, 
have very ne3r as many inhabitants as all the fouthern 
colonies put together. W c have likewife been told that 
the fingle province of New York has upwardi of fifty 
forts to defend it againfi an enemy, and that it can muf
ter as many combatants as all the fouthern colonic:. to-

• This is a~reeable to Lahont,,n, and mofi of the French writerS', &c. 

M. de Lifle Lounds one p;ut of Louiliana by Penfylvania and Nc.:w-York i 

:lftd according to Le Lieur Louifi na ma extend even to the Norrh Pole. 

~ether, 
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gether, near half of whofe inhabitan!s are buried alive 

in PenJylvania, where it is made a principle of religion 

not to fight. Why therefore we iliould be [o partial to 
fecure our northern colonies, who are infmitely more 

capable of withfianding an enemy, and throw all the 

burthen on our fouthern colonies, who have a frontier 

fo much more extended, and are in every refpeB: much 

more incapable of defending themfelves, is very abfurd, 

and the more unaccountable, fincc fuch an unequal dif

tribution of our favour, could not be of any emolumeilt 

to the mother country. 

If the French fuould be obliged to give up the entire 

po!feffion of Canada, they would, no doubt, endeavour 

to fupply that lofs, by an effectual efrablilhment in Lou

ifiana, where they have at prefent got a very confider

able footing; and where, if they fhould ever become 

well fettled, we fhall, too foon, too fadly, experience 

that we have indeed done Jomttbing; that we have 

greatly firengthened an enemy, who is already greatly 

too firong, and that we have enabled them to effetl:uate a 

fcheme, which may, in time, give them fuch adv;:mtage 

over us as to endanger our own independency, as well a• 

that of all Europe: leave them Louifiana, and we fhall 

quickly find, that an enfuing peace, will only prove a 

truce to a more cxpenfive war, and a more powerful and 

obfrinate refifrance. We are told, ( fi·om Machiavel) 

" that a goverument feldorn long preferves its dominion 

" over thofe who are foreigners to it; who, on the 

" other hand, fall with great eafe, :l.nd continue infe 

" parably annexed to the government of their own na

'' tion, which'' is proved " by the fate of the Engli{h 

" conquefts in France." Now, I would fubmit, whe 

ther the fiate of religion ;tmong the C·:m:1t.lilm, fri 1 far-

G 2 the 
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ther aggravated by the difadvantages attending them, 
under an Englifu government, do not make this obfer~ 

vation more applicable to the prcfent point? '-''hat great 
and mighty good, Sir, can England hope for from a co
lony efiabli.fhed upon a principle of religious perfecution, 
and from fubjetl:s, the befi: and mo!l reputable of whom 
are irrecoverably poi{oned with the dregs of fuperfi:ition? 

What, Sir, can England expeCl: from a people nurtured 
from their carliefi childhood, and educated, as they ad
vance in years, in all the hardinefs and ferocity of the 
native favage *; a people who enjoy, by hereditary nght 
and adoption, and, indec>d, whofe only patrimony is, 

the united good qualities of a whore and a thief? . 

To expeCt an implicit, or paffive obedience from fuch 

people, more efpeciaiiy as the capitulation authorizes 

them to retain their ghofi:Iy fathers, would be extremeJy 
abfurd. Have not the colonies of N ew-England and 
Nova-Scotia tailed frequent infiances of the fidelity of the 

Acadians? Do they not even now bewail the ravag~s and 
maffacres committed by them? Nay, were not thefe Ca

nadians who took the oaths of neutrality upon the fur
render of Qyebec, and were maintained with our 
provilions, the greatefl: part of the winter, the fore
mofi in joining the army of the Chevalier Levi, and 

the moft urgent ..for efcalading the walls though we 
had an army at that very time in the heart of their 

country, and <mother pr~paring to enter it from 
an8ther quarter? Can we doubt then, that if there 

fuould be the leaft profpeet of a communication with 

'!!- In what light the Canadians are confidered by our colonies is remark
ably illuftratcd, in a late inftance of the addrefa of the affembly of New

York to General Amherft; wherein the ailcmbly, among the advantages 

accruing frcm the reduction of Canada, particularly felicitate their country 

on an end being put to the ravages and murders committed by " the favage 
· 'f native, but more favage C01nadian." 

their 
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their countrymen in Louifiana, can we flatter ourfelves, 

that they will not endeavour to improve it? And that 

there will be fuch proftJeCt is indifputale. .1\llany rivers 

afford a communication from Louifiana with the Great 

Lakes all the way by water, except in fome of them, 

fmall portages of a very few miles in the whole. 

As I have faid before, the ceffion of Canada can only 

include the Lakes ; and, though the lands to the fouth 

and weft of thofe Lakes, are in fact particularized in the 

grants of fome of our colonies, yet the French will 

claim a right to them, as appertaining to Louifiana : and 

1 will venture to affert, Sir, that leave the French in 

poiTeffion of any part of the Miffifippi, or even on the 

other fide of that river, though the bounds between 

our co1onies, and fuch fettlement f.hould be ever fo 

clearly and accurately pointed out, that our colonies 
will never enjoy that fecurity we feem fo defirous of 

giving them, by retaining fuch an uncomfortable guefi: 

as Canada ; and facrificing every other object to that im

portant confideration, if not at the expence of our whole 

fenfes, at leaftofthe whole war. Would not the erecting 

forts by us, at any great difiance from the L::.kes, be 

to very little purpofe, both in an offenflVe and defen

five view, and whether fo or not, would not the fup

porting garrifons in fuch forts be attended with the ut

mofr ex pence and difficulties ? And yet, Sir, though we 

retain Canada, we mufr not only be obl;ged to fupport 

forts in Canada, and about the L<1kes; but, if we mean 

to fccure the foie poffeffion of the L h .s, and the ad

jacent country, which is ours of right, we muft build 

forts at fome hundred miles di{hnce from thofe Lakes, 

particularly at the junction of the Riv~r Illil'}ois with the 

!vlifiifippi, the Miamis and Vv a bar , with the Ohio, 
and 



and the Ohio and Cherokee with the Miffifippi. If thi5 

is not done, will they not again attack our remote forts, 
and fccure the paffes to o :J r mofi: fertile fettlements? 
Will they not, by means of thefe rivers, open a com .. 
munication with the Canadians, which might caufe fre
quent infurrections and difiurbances there, if we have 
not a proper difciplincd force to overawe them? 

With regard to any future attempts from the French 
in Louifiana on the fide of the Ohio, can our fort at 
Pittiburg ever anfwer the purpofc of an effectual bar
rier, when, at the fmall difi:ance of two hundred and 
fifty miles from the capital of Penfylvania, confidering 
that that river flows upward of 1200 miles from thence 
before it falls into the Mi.ffifippi? Can it be thought it 
will prove the leaft fecurity againft future encroachments, 
or hoililities in the colonies of Penfylvania and New
York? l\1ight not our enemies, with the greatefi: 
facility, poffefs themfelves of the whole river to the 
wefi: of that port, without any obfi:ruB:ion from the 
garrifon ? If the garrifon fhould happen to be cut 
o.ff from the fort, or the enemy be firong enough to 

block it up, or lay fiege to it (which there is no doubt 

they would) mufr it not fail an eafy prey before any 
reinforcement could get to it? and that done, might 
they not again depopulate and ravage our frontier fettlc
ments, and carry fire and fword into the heart of our co
lonies ? and, in our endeavours to retake this fort, would 
not the difficulties we fuould have in marching an army, 

and conveying the neceffary baggage and artillery 
ever the mountains, render them able to baffie our 
attempts, and maintain their ground there three 
or four campaigns, as they have done this war ! 
But, it they !hould find it neceflary to abandon 

the 
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the fort from an incapacity, either from tlie want o 

fiores or men, to defend it, might they not demoli£h it, 

or might they not retire down the ri\ler to fome dif

tance, and attack it with greater vigour, upon receiving 

a reinforcement ? 
If they {houll not chufe to come to open violence, 

might they not fucceed without going towards that fort, 

and without committing any act of hofiility, by means 

of the rivers Miamis anq Wabache, both which rife 

within a few miles of the fouth-wefi coafi of Lake Erie, 

and very near Detroit, or the Streights which join that 

with Lake Huron? Would it not then be very eafy for 

the French inLouifiana to make incudi.ons into our fet

tlements there, if not cut off all communication from 

thence to our colonies ? The general method of trafiic 

carried on by the natives and traders in parts to the weft 

of the Lakes, was by navigating from the upper Lake and 

Lake Michigan into Lake Huron, and fo into Lakes Eric 

and Ontario, af.ter having conveyed their commodities over 

their portage at Niagara; if to a French market, Fron

tenac, or Montreal; if to an Englifu one, Ofwego, or 

Albany: the fingle capture of Detroit would therefore 

effeCl:ually preuent any intercourfe of this kind between 

thofe Indians and Canada, or any other of our colo-

nies. 
Need we doubt, likewife, that they would negleCt their 

old track by the way of tbe River Illinois, before they 

found out a more convenient one by the River Ohio? Our 

fettlements at Miffilimakit~ac cannot be confidered as a 

proper barrier, they could make but very little oppo

fition againft any enemy, much lefs againft fuch a one 

as France at all times provided with all the requifites of 
war. 



war. In any attempt of the French, can we in the Ieaft 
affure ourfelves of the fidelity of the Indians? might they 
not with great probability become abettors in all the 
fchemes of the French, who have acquired but too much 
the art of conciliating the affetl:ions of the moft favage 
among them. The tribes that inhabit thefe parts, and call 
themfelves the Ten Nations, are as numerous as any other 
affociated confederacy of Indians in North America, 
have been in ftrong alliance with the French; there frill 
are (tho' in difguife) feveral of French extracrion, and 
many of them of the military kind. What therefore 
have we not to apprehend ? the forts at Mifiilimakinac 
and Detroit wou!d have the whole force of Louifiana to 
contend with, and very probably a combination of the 
Indians ; and thus backed, could we expect to keep pof
fefiion of thofe forts ? Could we draw together a fuffi
~ient force to repel the invaders ? Could we attack 
them with the leaft advantage? Could we fupply an 
army at fuch a diftance from our proper fron.tier? the 
confequences of a repulfe from fuch invaders, who come 
prepared for flaughter, would be truly horrible; let us 
recollect that of Braddock's, and tremble at the appre
henfions of fuch another! 

Succefs, either by the River Illinois or Ohio, would 
likewife give the French a very confiderable !hare of the 
fur trade. The country for feveral miles between Lake 
Erie and part of the Ohio, is reckoned the chief fpot for 
hunting among the Indians in North-America, on ac
count of the great refort of deer and beaver to the fait 
pits which are there in great abundance : and the coun
try to the weft and north of the Upper Lake is undoubt
edly well fttuated for the fame trade. The Indians for 

feveral 



( 49 ) 

fevera1 fcore miles thereabouts refort to the Englifh mart 

in Hudfon's-Bay. Would not then an eilablifhment 
of the French in thofe parts, be of the greateft detriment 

to us by lofing fo confiderable a fhare of that trade, and, 

being fo beneficial to them, can we flatter ourfelves, they 

would be wanting in a proper exertion to dFectfuch efia· 

blifhment? Nor could it be expeCted that the Indians 

would undertake a long peregrination to difpofe of their 

commodities to our colonies, when they might do it 
upon their own fpot fo much more conveniently to the 

French with equal, if not greater advantage; for it has 

been remarkable, that the French would rather give an 

advanced price, than fuffer our traders to outbid them : 

a policy encouraged by their government, which bath fre-
quently reimburfed the loffes of their fubjeets in Canada 

on this occafion. 
\Vill not the French alfo have the fame advantage over, 

our fouthern colonies by means of the Catawba, Cum

ber1and, and Wood rivers, and particularly that of the 

Cherokees, a branch of which rifes near the heads of 

the rivers Chatahoochee and Couffa, which communi

cate with the Gulph of Mexico? Do not thefe rivers 
afford the profpetl: of a rnofl: extenfive intercourfe by in
land navigation over the whole country, beyond the 

Apalachian mountains, belonging to Virginia, the Ca

rolinas, and Georgia? while the French have any foot

ing with the Indians in thofe parts, or hold the leaft 

poffeffion among them, fhall we not always have broils 

and diffentions among them ? The lmlians beyond 

thofe mountains are fevered from our colonies by a 
barrier naturally ftrong and important, the Apalachian 

mountains; and, at the fame time, greatly fecured by 

this barrier againft any offenfive attempt from our colo-
H nies? 
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nies? They are, on the other hand, wholly expofecl 

1o the French from the Miffifippi, particularly all the 
Over-hill towns? 

We have already experienced the difficulty of paffing 

thofe mountains, and attacking the Indians: but their 

fettlements being chiefly fpre:1d along the banks of the 

Cherokee River, and its branches, might not the French, 

by the eafy navigation thereof, difcmbark, and att<>.ck 

them in the very heart of their country, without any of 
the inconvenier:;ces attending a land _march ? Have we 
not the greateft reafon poffible to fecure the confidence 

of thefc Indians on the back of our foutbern colonies,. 

when they have hitherto been efi:fcmed thf! only barrier 

to our colonies on that fide againft the defigns of the 

French; a barrier, Sir, the more import-ant, as thofe 
colonies are intireJy unable to defend themfelves in our 

whole fccurity hitherto has depended, and, while the 

French have any fettlement on the 1v1iffifippi, mufr al

ways depend on the good inclinations towarJs us. But 
can WC expeCt this W~lile the the French have any fett1e

ment on the Mii1ifippi? Can we hereafter expect to en 
joy a union of them in our interefrs, when it will be fo 

i nconfifrent with common !en.le, and, perhaps, their na-
tural inclinations ? · 

But, let us farther fuppofe that, at a futrue ne

gociation we !hould not on1y require the abfo

Iute cei!ion of Canaca, but infifr likewife that the 

French fuould confine themfelves to the wefiward of 

the Miffifippi, and lea~ e us the who!e fouth and 

eafr territory to the very banks of that river, in· 
duding the great rivers Illinois and Ohio. 'i\T ould 

even this extraordmary ceffi.on fecure us againft the 
future inconveniem:es of war, againft encroachments~ 

or 
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or aCl:ual hoililities ? Accordir.g to the mofi enlarged 

ideas of the nature of population, it would b~ a wod; of 

many fcore years hefore fuch a large traCl: as that beyond 

the mountains could become well fettled ; tho' I am in

clined to think, that no confiderable fcttlement beyond. 

the mountains will ever take place while the French are 

poffeffed of the Miffiftppi ,: for, only confider the nature of 

the country beyond the mountains, divided from the coafts 

toward the Atlantic ocean by almofi impe.1etrable thick

ets and rugged eminencics, with no natural nor artificial 

roads to favour an inla11d carriage ; and can we expeCl: 

fuch inland carriage will ever fubfifi? W1ll not fettlers 

have thefe difficulties to encounter; and will not the 

neighbourhood of the French in Louifiana, ever be a 

check to fuch as are inclined to fettle there. 
Security of poffeffion, Sir, is not the leaft advantage 

in forming colonies~ nor the fmallefr temptation to invite 

fettlers ; and that for a reafon very plain : when a man 

continues no longer a journeyman, but fets up for him

felf he does it with a view to enlarge his property, and 

render his life more comfortable; but, if that prope:-ty 

is liable to a continual danger of being taken from him' 

and his life at the mercy of a perfidious enemy, he 

wou1d undoubtedly rather continue a journeyman in 
fafety, than be a mailer at the great hazard of his 

life? 
But, to go on with the enquiry, £hall we not, (tho' 

we retain Canada,) be put to an immenfe expence in 

ereCting, not frockadoes, but refpeCtable forts, at pro

per difrances, on the banks of the Miffifippi, all the way 

from its rifing::; to its influx into the Gulph of Mexico1 

an extent of fome thoufand miles ? The fource of the 

Miflifippi is not yet known, but the river has bee 1 

H 2 tr. cc t 
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traced upwards of nine hundred leagues, and this is a 
frontier fo extenfive, that it will require many fcore 

thoufan:l pounds annually to defend it, after the necef

fary chain of forts have been eretled to keep the French 

within their boundaries. .l\1ufi: we not likewife have 
forts at the moft co11venient paffes in the inland country 

to keep open a communication with their refpeCl:ive go

vernments of V irgima, the two Carolinas, and Geor

gia? And, after all thofe forts have been erected, how 

~re they to be fupplied; and how can they be e:ffec~ually 
fupported? Mofi: of thefe forts will be two or three hun

dred leagues difrant from the c 'pitals of thofe provinces, 
and the ufual refidcncc of the governors : and thof~ forts 

on the Miffifippi will be many of them near as many 

thoufand miles; they would be in a manner divided 

from them by a large uncultivated track, inhabited by 

fculking p~rties of favages, whofe ficklenefs and natural 

treachery we have known too much of, to confide more 

largely in them for the future. As a people rigidly tena

cious of their liberties and independency, would not a 

frequent pafiage through their territories be deemed a 

caufe for fufpeeting our intentions ? if the French or 

their priefi:s could get private! y among them, would 

they not be apt to put. the worft confi:ruClion on 

fuch paffage? Would they not infinua(e, that we had 

a defign to enflave or extirpate their whole genera

tion? This fuggeftion would roule their fleeping 

fufpicious humour; being naturally treacherous them

felves, they have no better opinion of the reft of the hu

man fpecies, they would quickly take umbrage from fuch 

infinuations, which, in fact, would have a good foun
d~tion; for, by thefe forts we fhould entirely furround 

them ; and the frequent intercourfe between thofe forts 
and 
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and their feats of government, we fhould become ac- • 
quainted with the moft fecret avenues of their power ? 
Should we not then be always expofed to the effetls of 

their jealoufy ? Would not the convoys be liable to be 
intercepted, our forts blocked up, and the garrifons 
fiarved upon the leaft variance with them ? and would 
not the fame differences ftill fubfift between us and the 

French about the boundaries between us ? 
Both nations being fettled on oppofite banks of the 

Miffifippi, might it not be the means of introducing a 

reciprocal trade very detrimental to the true interefts of 

this nation ? Would not there always remain a fquabble 

about the foie property of the Miffifippi ? Would it not 

be a perpetual bone of contention ? Would not both 

claim a right to the navigativn of it ? And as the French 

no fooner form a fcheme, than they put it in execution, 
might they not eafily interrupt the communication be-, 

tween our forts? Might they not crofs the river, and 

make a conqueft, not only before any reinforcement 

could be fent, but even before proper intelligence could 
be received of an attack ; or if fuch intelligence v:a .... re
ceived before the necefTary preparations could he expe

dited to relieve the garrifon ? We have an inftar. c..:! of 

this in the prefent war: how difficult has it proved to 

gain the leaft intelligence of the fate of Fort Loudoun ? 
H ow many times was it reported to have been raken, 
and when it was taken, was it not with much ado cre
dited? 

Befidcs, Sir, what would be the confequence of 

confining the French even to the weft of tL.; Mif

fiffippi. The country, if we rrlkon to the parts in

habited by the fubjeB:s of Spain is of m ·eh gre .• ~er extent 

than the habit~ble parts of Canada, the ft 1 infinitely 

more 
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more fertile, and the climate infinitely more mild. The 

French would have many advantages there to render a 

fettlement not only agreeable, but defirable, and they 

would have an extent of habitable country to fecure 

them againft apprehenfions of a conquefi: by an enemy

We know the reafon the French c.ould not fupport them

felves in Canada was a want of proper ftores and forces 

which could not be conveyed to them, by any other 

channel than the river St. Laurence ; and that was 

blocked up by our numerous fleets. But will they be 

Jiable to this inconvenience in Louifiana? might they 

not land their ftores and reinforcements in many places 

in the gulph of Mexico, in a tract of feveral hundred 

miles? 
But what is more to be feared thf!n every other ap

prehenfion from this fettleJilent of the French on the 

Miffifippi, is their intercourfe with the fubjeB:s ofSpair..· 

l\1ight they not fucceeq in their encroachments here, as 

well as they have done in Hifpaniola ? We know ~hat 

great profits they receive from this their furreptitious 

poffeffion, and what encouragement it is to the public 

fpirit for manufaB:ures, of which it is a chief fupport; 

for from hence their commodities find their way to all 

South America. Our anceftors looked with contempt 

on the fettlement of a few buccaniers on a fpot neglected 

by Spain, by reafon of its barrennds and unwholefome 

fituation ; which by the bye, were exaggerated beyond 

meafure,and yet it has been this very barren and unwhole

fome fpot that has chiefly contributed to aggrandize the 

French power. Our notions of their fettlementon theMi

ffiii.ppi were exactly fimilar; we laughed at a fettlement in 

a country which we reprefented as barren, marfhy, and 

unwholefome, and gave it ~11 the odious epithets that 
pre ... 
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prejudice could devife. The foundation of thefe colo 

nies being fo fimilar, why may not the eventual effects 

be fo likewife? I am perfuaded, and I mufl: infift, Sir.., 

that in Louifiana, the French have infinitely a greater 
profpeCl: to indulge their golden views, than they bad 
from St. Domingo, or even from Canada, which we 

feem fo much, and, indeed, fo undefervedly, to prize. 

Before they made any fettlement in Louifiana, they told 
us of the praCticability of feizing the Spanifh mines at 

St. Be1rbe; and if they fhould not find a beneficial in

tercourfe with the Spanifu fubjeCl:s fufficient for their 

purpofe, I dare fay that they would not be wanting in 
indufrry to provide for themfelves, which might, proba

bly, end in the fame connetl:icms between tlieir fubjecb 

in Louifiana and Mexico, as there is in Hifpaniola ; an 

£vent, Sir, we cannot be too fecure in preventing. An 

adminifiration of Great Britain, cannot be too atten

tive in preventing the growth of power in France-, tbo' 
at the expence of Spain, and rendering all future fchemes 

tending to promote an union between thefe two powert, 

abortive. A connection of intereft would engage a mu

tual intercourfe~ and certain immunities in favour of a 
trade between their refpetl:ive fubjeCl:s. Thus it hap

pens with the French in Hiipaniola, and fo it would 

happen to them in Louifiana. If we admire at the fecu

rity of their poffeffions in Hifpaniola, let us do it no 

more; we do not attack France on that fide, for fear 

of offending his Catholic Majefty, who might, perhaps, 

conftrue it as a breach of neutrality. Can it be faid, 

Sir, that the fame reafon will not hereafter be equally 

prevalent for them in Louifiana. If the French fuould 

become powerful there, the Spaniards would be glad to 

keep 
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keep on good terms with them; but hitherto the French 
have been too diligent in their projeB: for uniting their 
fettlements in Canada and Louifiana, to have made any 
confiderable progrefs toward the Spanilh fettlements. 
The King of Spain could not, therefore, with any pro
priety, take umbrage at our making a demand of this 
encroachment. He is thought not to be fo over-partial 
to the French, and if he was ever fo much inclined, 
would it not be extremely imprudent, to take part with 
them in their prefent unhappy circumftances, and would 
it not be contrary to. the general difpofition and inter
efts of his fub~eB:s ? 

If I have been happy thus far, Sir, in reprefenting 
the infufficiency of Canada, it will be neceifary to con
fider a more proper object to engage our attention. It 

. is abfolutely neceifary to lay fame reftraint on the F 1 ench 
in North America, more than by d ivefiing them of their 
encroachments, merely on our northern colonies, ac

cording to the Remarkers plan; for be the bounds be
tween our colonies and theirs ever fo clearly difringuifu
ed, if they remain in the poifeffion of the rivers St. Lau
rence and Miffifippi, they will find means to evade the 
treaty, and again endeavour to unite their two colonies 
of Canada and Louifiana : one or other of thefe muft 
therefore be entirely given up to us, which of them 
is the mofi proper, and will anfwer our views the moft 
effeB:ually, will beft appear from the principles upon 
which the French have atled in North America; and 
even from thence, Sir, I do not doubt to make appear 
that the preference given to Canada, is a falfe dedutlion 
from juft premifes, and the mere phantom of a crude 
imagination. We have been told, that "the French 
" feem to have had two capital views in all their 

" Ame-

I 
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' their American fchemes, ever fince they have thought 

'' trade and commerce an object worthy of their atten
" tion. The firft was to extend themfelves from Canada 
" fouthwards, thro' the lakes along the back of our eo
" lonies; by which means they might anfwer a double 
" purpofe, of cutting off our communication with the 
" Indian nations, and of opening a communication for 
" themfelves. between the rivers St. Laurence and Mif
'' fifippi, and thus to join, as it were, their colonies 
'' of Canada and Louifiana. The other part of their 
" plan, equally important, and more immediately fatal 
" to our interefis in North America, was to gain a 
" communication with the ocean, the only accefs they'' 
had " to Canada through the river St. Laurence, being 
" fhut up half the year * ." Now the only method 
to afcertain thefe principles, will be to confider what 
active meafures have been profecuted to fecure 
them ; and, in doing this, it will be found, that they 
have attempted nothing toward the latter, " part of 
" the plan", to authorize a certainty even of the 
fuggefiion. Their principal, their only view hitherto 
has been, to unite Canada and Louifiana. If France 
had not fecured the command of Lake Champlain, we 
might have made incurfions into the very heart of Ca
nada : their forts at Crown Point and Ticonderago, 
were therefore neceifary to their own fecurity. If 
France had intended to open a paffage to the ocean 
through New York, would fhe not have made greater 
progrefs before this time? They built Crown Point in 
1731, at the time the difpute happened between Maffa
chufets Bay and New Hampfhire, about their bounda
ries. During this time, therefore, the French had a 
mofr glorious opportunity for making farther encroach-

• Letter to Two Great Men, p. 13 and If. 
' I ments. 
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ments. Can we doubt then, that they would not have! 

made fome attempts to effetl: a fcheme we are to un

der!tand was held in fuch efiimation by them ? The if
fue of this contefi gave France a fiill greater opportuni

ty of doing it, for Lake Champlain and its territories 

were adjudged to New Hampfuire, a colony in every 

refpetl: unable to maintain or defend it. They after

wards devolved upon New York, and the fame favour

able opportunity frill fubfi!'ced : for the difmemberment 

of the whole province of New Jerfey from that govern

ment, and the fuccec~ling quarrels between them about 

their boundaries, which were carried to fuch height, that 

they were upon the point of cutting one another's throats, 

and, above all, the primiti¥C weaknefs of the colony ofN ew 

York, rendered an attempt of that nature almofi fure 

of fuccefs. Here, therefore, thirty years are elapfed, 

and not one fingle fl:cp taken to give the leaf!: c.olour to 

fuprort even a bare fufpicion of this defign of the French, 

on which fo much weight has been impofed; but rather 

the contrary. Did theY. not, after t<~king our fort of 

Sarahtoga (fitu;!te in the ?eart of New York) ]aft war, 

domoli{h it? Did they not do the fame this war by Of-; 

wcgo and Fort William Henry? But how differently 

have they aeted in the profecution of their other fche~e! 

there we cannot but admire how vigoroufly they exerted 

thcmfelves, and in what manner they fucceeded ! had 

they not, . by means of their Forts Frontenac, Niagara, 

Vcnango, du ~efne, thofe at the junction of.the Wa

bache with the Ohio, and the Ohio with the Miffifippi, 

and feveral other intermediate forts effetl:ed this long 

wiihed for j~m qion. Their opening a communication 

with the occc.n, through the pr· vince of Neir York, if 
ever intend eo, could not then be" equally important," nor 

"more 
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· " more immediately fatal to our interdl:s." If it was aCtu
ally intended, it was only a fecondary objecr, or as I am 
now inclined to think rather a confcqucncc of their fuc
cefs in the former. Fort du Q.tefne was to have been 
their entrepot between their two colonies of Canada and 
Louifiana, the link that formed the union; it might 
therefore in that cafe, have been necdTary to have had 
fome fuch port, as that of New York, on the Atlantic 
ocean, to be more convenient for their middle fettle
ments, and to avoid fuch a tedious navigation, as they 

would have from thence either do\vn the Miffifippi, or 
up t 1e river St. Laurence. And even 2dmit that France 
had formerly held this project in fuch dtimation, and had 

intended to put it in execution, it cannot, for the fu
ture, merit our ]eaH confideration as the two colonies of 

New England and New York, the frontier opponents 
againfi Canada on that fide, are already fufficient of 
themfelves to extirpate the French at any time from 
Canada. Befides the fettlcment of Nova Scotia was not 
then in agitation, but now we have fo many inhabitants 
there, and that color:y is daily encrcafing in firength 
and populoufnefs, the French would cut but a very in
different figure in fuch an attempt hereafter. If we 

would then remove the caufe of the FrC'nch encroach
ments, the effects will ceafe ; remove them from Lou .. 
ifiana, and we £hall experience no more incroachments ; 

remove them from Louifiana alone, and we !hall quickly 
find Canada become the fame poor infirm colony we had 
ever reafon to believe it to be before they fettleci in Lcui

fiana. 

The reafons I have heard given for not attacking the 
French on the IV!iffifippi have been, tb:H it would not 

I 2 anfwe;-
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anfwer the ex pence; that the dim ate was unhealthy, 
and the foil barren; and that the French were fo weak 
there, that they could give us no caufe for uneafinefs: 

circumftances (fay thefe knowing ones) manifefied by 
the fmall progrefs the French have made, and the little 

difl:urbance they have given us this war; but give me 

leave to fay, Sir, they are infinuations falfe and inju

rious, and propagated to ferve particular purpofes. 
It is true, for about two hundred miles from New 

Orleans (the capital), the country in many parts being 

fubjetl: to inundations on account of the rifings occa

fioned by the confluence of feverallarge rives into the 

Miffifippi, the water fiagnates in parts that are low; 
and the atmofphere thereby contracting a denfity and 
dampnefs, renders a refidence, not fo much unwhole
{ome, as difagreeable; but thefe inundations are perio
dical ; they only happen at that feafon when the frelhes 
mix with the waters of the Miffifippi; and are therefore 

inconveniencies that, one would be apt to think, might 
be removed by making trenches to draw off part of the 
water, and raifing the banks of the Miffifippi, where it 
might be found neceffary to hinder the overflowing : 
they are fchemes the French have been fome time pro

jecting, and no doubt a people fo confpicuous for their 
ingenuity and indufiry, if fuffered to poffefs the country, 
would fucceed in the attempt. 

But, if the country labours under thefe difadvantages 
towards the coafi, higher up both the foil and climate are 
very different. The foil is amazingly fertile, the climate 
mild and falubrious, the land in gr.neral elevated, folid, and 
level) refre:fhed-with breezes, and being interfperfcd 
with the mofi beautiful meadows, afford a moft delight-

ful 
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ful profpect Look up, you fee the horizon dear and 

fcrene. Look down, you fee nature all the year lavithing 

profufely her fweetefi: gifts, on the uncultivated plains. 

Ask thofc, Sir, who have been in Louifiana, they will 
give you the mofi: pleafing ideas of the country and cli
mate, we have had fuch accounts from the French •, 

whofe 

Father Gharlevoix remarking cc what pleafure it muf!: give to fee" the 

tc capital of this immenfe and beautiful country, increafing infenfibly, and 

'c to be able to fay with the be!l: grounded hopes that this wild and defett 

H place, at prefent almo!l: entirely covered over with canes and trees, one day 

" become a large and rich colony", fays, " thefe hopes are founded on the 

'' lituation of this city on the banks of a navigable river, at the diftance 

'' of thirty-three leagues from the fea, from which a veffel may come up 

" in twenty-four hours ; on the fertility of its foil ; on the mildnefs and 

" wholfomenefs of the climate in thirty degrees north latitude; on the 

" induftry of the inhabitants ; on its neighbourhood to Mexico, the Ha

" vanna, the fineft iflands of America, and laftly to the Englilh colonies.'" 

So that from hence it appears what large ideas the french entertain of this 

country; and that they do not always intend to live in amity with our co

lonies of Carolina and Georgia. But, to go on with our ghoftly father. 

H Can there be any thing," f::~ys he, cc more requifite to render a city flour"" 

" ifuing ? Rome and Paris had not fuch confiderable beginnings, were not 

u built under fuch happy aufpices, and their founders met net with thofc 

et advantages on the Seine and the Tibcr, which we. have found on the 

" Miffifippi, in comparifon of which thof'e two rivers are no more than 

" brooks." Charlevoix, vol. ii. p. 276. 

A little filrther, he fays (p. 300 and 301) "In a word, T have met with 

" nont> who have been on the fpot, '\-\ho have fpoken difa.:ivantageoufly of 

" Louiliana, but three forts of perfons whofe tcftimony can be of no great 

'' weight : the firft, are the failors, who, from the road at the ifland of 

'' Dauphine, have been able to fee nothing but that ifland covered with-. 

'' barren fand, and the co?.!l: of Bile xi frill more fandy, and have fuffered 

" themfelves to be pt!rfuaded, that the entrance of the Miffifippi is imprac

" ticab}e to veffels above a certain bulk ; and, that the country is uninba

" bitable for fifty leagues up the river. They would have been of a very 

" different opinion, had they had penetration enough to diftru!l: thofe per ... 

• '' fona 
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whofe interefi: it is to conceal its mofi: minute aJ·rant ges~ 
and that fo much, that it has occafioned it to be called~ 
in derifion, the F renchman's paradife. 

With regard to the number of inhabitants, that is 
eafily accounted for, and is fo plain, that one would 
think men of fenfe could not make their objeClions 
upon fo weak a confideration. It is a prudential 
maxim among politic nations, and the prefent general 

method of efi:abli!hing colonies, not to extend thetr 
fettlcments, before they have fecured a quiet pofreffion. 
If we confider then, that the French have partly met 
with the fL~me difficulties, from the Cherokees, Chicka
faws, and Creek Indians, as the Canadians did from 
the Five Nations, we £hall rather admire at the progrefs 

'( fons who {poke in this manner, and to difcover the motives which made 

" them do fo. 

" The fecond are wretche~, who being b:miihcd from France, for thtir 
" uimes, or ill behaviour, true or fuppofed, or who, in order to ihun the 
" purfuit of their creditors, lifted themfelves among the troops, or hired 

" themfdves to the plantations. Both of them looked ,upon this country ac 
" a place of banifhment only, and were confequently ihocked with every 
" thing : they have no tye to bind them, nor any concern for the progrefs of 

" a colony of which they are involuntary members, and give themfelves 

" very little trouble about the advantages it is capable of procuring to the 
" ftate. 

" The third are fuch, who having feen nothing but mifery in a country, 
" for. which exceffive fums have been difburfed, impute to it, without re

" flefl:ion, what ought folely to be laid to the incapacity or negligence of 

" thofe who were charged with the fettling it. They are befides not un

" acquainted with the reafons for publilhing that Louifiana contained in its 

" bofom immenfe treafures, and thought its value to us was very near equal 
1

' t<J the famous mines of St. Bathe, and others ftill richer, from which we 
" flattered ourfelves we fhould be able to drive the poffeffors with eafe ; and 
" liecaufe thefe ridiculous tales found credit with fools, inftead of imputing 
" the miftake to themfelves, into which their foolifh credulity had engaged 
H them: they difcharged their ill-humour upon this country, in which 

" they found no one article th.1t had been promifed them." 
they 



they have already made. Even fo lately as in 1729, the 
French traders and fettlers were totally cut off, and 
maffacred ; and the Indians infefted ,the banks of the 
Miffifippi fo much, that the French thought, a long 
time after, it would be dangerou3 to frequent them. For 
thefe reafons they have been many years worming them
felves in the good graces of thefe people, finding all 
their endeavours would prove fruitlefs, unlefs they could 
gain their proteCtion. And, indeed, it muft be ac
knowledged, they have fucceeded much better here in 
this refpeet than in Canada. Have they not, fince the 
commencement of their eftablilhment, in the fpace of 
lefs than fifty years, cwnciliated themfelves to the natives, 
and fecured the moft important paffes in the country, at 
the diftance of many hundred miles from their capital ? 
And have they not prefumed to unite Canada and Loui
fiana, though at the difiance of between four and five 
thoufand miles from their refpeCl:ive capitals? Can we 
fuppofe, the French would have attempted to put in ex
ecution this projeCt without a proper foundation for fuc
cefs ? Could they have fuch foundation, if the countrv 
was- fo very barren and unhealthy, or not tolerably peo~ 
pled? but it is a known fact, that notwithftanding the 
pretended intemperature of the climate, and the dif- , 
ficulty of getting up the Miffifippi toN ew Orleans, they 

have already near as many inhabitants in that capital, 
as they had in the capital of Canada. 

Before the French fettled themfelves in Louifiana, they 
were contented with moderate bounds in Canada; they 
had enough of its bitters and fweets to cool diem, from 
extending themfelves on that fide. From their fettlement 

on 



on the Miffifippi, we may therefore date the commence• 
ment of their encroachments in North-America, and 
their growth of power there. When Carolina was 

fo terribly befet with the Indians in 1715, the 
French took that opportunity to feize the fort of 

Albama, one of the moft convenient pofts in that 

country to affect our colonies of Carolina, and 

which had been fettled by our traders many years before 

the French fettled on the Miffifippi. If fuch infolence, 

fo very foon after the treaty of Utrecht, and the execu

tion of their fcheme for forming a colony on the Miffi

fippi, was left unpunilhed, could we expetl: better treat

ment for the future ? If fuch expetl:ations were enter
tained, the event has convinced us of their fallacy, for 
the French, not only ftill keep pofreffion of this fort, and 
lay claim to the whole of the River Couffa, becaufe it 
falls into the River Albama (whereon the fort fo called 

by us is built) but they have fince affumed an abfo

lute title to the whole country beyond the Apala

chean and Allegany mountains, drawing a line from 

Cape Efcondido in the Gulph of Mexico acrofs the 

mountains, quite through the heart of the colonies of 
New York and New England, and up the Bay of Ft!ndy; 

by which means they leave us only a very contratl:ed 

fkirt along the eo aft much fmaller, even than the traCt 

of land between the mountains and the Miffifippi. And, 
in order to fupport thefe pretenfions, and their intereft 

with the natives, they have been conilantly fending rein

forcements and warlike ftores; and even at the time of 

negociating the laft peace, they were atl:ually fending~ 

and did, fhortly after, fend a body of_two thoufand re-
gular 
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lar to Louifiana; and what numbers they have fent 
Jince the commencement of the prefent war, fufficiently 

appears from the captures we have made of their !hips 
bound to thefe parts, moft of which were freighted 

with foldiers and warlike ftores. 
As we have examined Canada on the principle of fe· 

curity, it may be expeCted, that the fame fhould be done 

with regard to Louifiana; and, in fo doing, Sir, I believe 

every thing will be found fuitable to our defires. Sup

pofe that, upon the entire ceffion of the latter to us, we 
reftore Canada to the French, and confine them to the 
weft within the River U tawawa and Lake Abitibis, 

and to the fouth within Lake Champlain, the proper 

and legal boundary between the French colonies and 

ours; or, even fuppofe we only con,ne them generally 
within the Great Lakes, will it not be a barrier infinite
ly advantageous to us? Will not fuch a frontier proper

ly proteCled give us the whole command over the nu
merous tribes of Indians, and fecure us much the great
eft Share of the fur trade, and from all apprehenfions of 
future encroachments ? Can we then entertain the leaft 

apprehenfions from the French " at Montreal and the 
" Three Rivers?" Can they " crofs Champlain Lake, 

" and attack Crown-Point •" without firft taking Nut 
Hland :~ a place whofe natural fttuation gives room to 
think it may be made one of the ftrongeft fortreffes in 

America ? If we kept poffeffion of Nut lfland could 

the French have any veffels on the Lake? Could they 

tranfport them over land from the River St. Laurence, 

• Letter to two Great Men. 

K rather 
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rather after they had reduced that i!land, tnufi they not 
then be obliged to build fuch veffels? And ihould we 

not ftand on a much better footing in that refpetl: than 

the French could? We muft have veffe]s on the Lake 

previous to the capture of Nut Hland; and it muft be 

allowed furely, that we could build as fafi as they could. 

But let us give the author a little farther play. Sup

pofe that the Canadians ihould have taken Nut Ifland, 

taken or deftroyed our veffels on the Lake, and likewife 

the fort at Crown-Point ; they muft ftill take Ticon
clerago, and the pafs at the Saw-Mills, before they 
make incurfions into the fettled parts of our colonies. 
We are likewife given to underftand, that " if the 

" River St. Laurence be frill theirs, what is to enfure 
" us againfl: an expedition to Niagara ~ ?" I would an

fwer almoft impoffibilities, that is, if we intend to con
tinue the fort there, and garrifon it, a matter I can 
hardly doubt. The French from Canada muft frill ha"e 
the fame difficulties to encounter, as by the wa} of 

" Champlain Lake;" they mufi overcome a long and 
very dangerous navigation from Montreal; their veffels 

muft be fuperior to ours; and they muft likewife reduce 

Frontenac, Ofwego, and Toronto, before they took 

Niagara: for what good effetl: could they reap from 

the cap~ure of that place; and how could they keep pof
feffion of it, when in the heart of the country of the 
Indians our allies, and while we had fuch important 
places .fti11 in ~mr hands ? And even be they as expedi

tious and fuccefsful as you pleafe, they cannot make 

fuch conquefrs within two years at leaft. The taking 
of Niagara, and Ticonderago alfo, coft us three years, 

~ Letter, &c. p. 30. 

though 



tho' under our very nofes, and • hen we had not near fb 

many difficulties to encounter as the French will have. 

And, during all this time, I fuould be glad to know 

what we fuould be doing; I have confidered the oppo

fition p.o more than could be expeCl:ed in profound 

peace, from the garrifons of thofe places alone : but 
would not the Indians our allies, or the forces raifed by 
the colonies, be able to fiop the enemies progrefs, to 

repd them, and carry the war into the very heart of 

Canada without any affifiance from the mother country? 
Is there likcwife the leaft profpeCl: of the French get
ting poffeffion of the Lakes ? How could they come 

near Detroit and Miffilimakinac, more efpecially with 
a force to attack them ? Could they get to them any 
otherwife than by navigating Lake Ontario, ~nd from 

thence into Lake Erie, after taking thofe forts I have 

before mentioned? and, even after this is done, would 
not the two forts at D etroit and Miffilimakinac, be 

fufficiently protected by our people from Louifiana? 

Thus I think, Sir, I have fully anfwered the gentle

man's quefiion with refpetl: to an invafion from Canada; 

and therefore the confequences he draws from that opi
nion muft ceafe. I own, if we make this barrier in 

North-America, I am " fo weak to be believe that they 

" will lay afide" theil- '' plan of ufurpation_." I dare 
fay they will not think of " elbowing all our colonies 

" round about; I dare fay they will not think " of 
~' refuming the fame ambitions views of enlarg~ment, 

'' which the moft facred ties of former treatic::.11 could not 

" refirain• ." I have thefe e.ffential reafon·i for beHering 

t1nd 
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and thinking fo. When the French fidl: po!fefrcd tnem
felves of thde forts, and indeed of all their encroach
ments, they did not do it by violence; we were fo un
acquainted with the Lakes ( otherwife than by hearfay 
and vague reports) and looked with fo much contempt 
on the French power in Canada, and fo little confulted 
the friendfhip of the Indians, that we had not the leaft 
appreheniions of any bad confequences arifing from a 
neglect of either. But our ideas are now quite changed; 
we have experienced the danger of the defigns of France, 
and the neceffi.ty of keeping on good terms with the 
Indians, and we have forts to protetl: ourfelves and 
them, on the very utmofi limits of our frontier, the leaf! 
attempt on which mufi be by open violence and hofii .. 
lity. 

Now I am upon thi5 fubjecr, give me leave, Sir, to 
recommend fomething to attain our ends inN orth-Ame
rica more effeClually for the future. For this pur
pofe, two different regulations are required; the one 
regarding our condutl: to the Indians, and the other 
our meafures with the French. There is no occafion to 
l1ave recourfe to extirpate the Indians; treat them only 
with more humanity, and we £hall find them eafy of re
conciliation and nlliance. But, if we again fuffer the 
French to have any intercourfe with them, we may al
ways expeCt to have broils and diffentions. The 
forts on our frontier will effeetuaHy hinder this, if they 
are not fuffered to refort to them upon the principle of 
trade. Let us remind them if they 1hould requeft this, 
that it was upon the fame pretence they formed their 
forts of Frontenac, Niagara, and the paiTcs at the other 
lakes. With regard to the other re~ulation, all kind 
of commerce between our colonies and the Canadians 

ought 



ought to be ;carefullypievented. Our own people haYe 
hitherto enabled the French to undermine them in the 
Indian trade, which they chiefly carried on with Englifb 
commodities. Stroud's duffils, and others of our woollen 
manufactures were much better and cheaper in our t:ol()+ 
nies than thofe that could be had in Can.ada of Fr~nch 
manufatl:ure (which, by the bye, are chiefly made witb 
our own wool.) Our rum, another prime article of the 
Indian trade was likewife to be had much £heaper thaa 
French brandy. By making fuch a provifion for the 
fecurity of our colonies, and a perfeverance in mea. 
fures to prevent any intercourfe with Canada, our eo• 
Jonies will enjoy all the ble.ffings of peace and tranctuil• 
lity, will be relieved from all apprehenfions of rivalihip 
in trade or power, and Canada will be rendered worfi 
than nothing to the French, it will prove a burden to 
them. 

But there is another ob~etl: fl:ill remains worthy of 
oui regard, the filhery. If we infift on the ce1Iio!l' 
cf Cape-Breton and its dependent ifles at the mouth 
t>f the River St. Laurence ; if we have 1ikewife 
our right to the coafts of Nova Scotia confirm .. 

d, would not thefe articles alone prove of great de. 
triment to the French filhery. But, as this branch 
of trade has chiefly enabled them to fupport their ma· 
rine, I think no reftritl:ion or duty whatever can compen• 
fate for a privilege of reforting to it; and, to fhew you, 
Sir, that I do not think " the refufal of this privilege •'" 
would be " fo very unreafonable" I ihall have need 
only to refer to the acc~unts of the extent of that trade, 
as carried 'on by France. According to a computation 
made of this branch of the Fr~nch trade the year before 

Letter toT o Great Men, p. 3:z. 
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this war (1755) it appeared that the quantity of the filh 
imported by the French fhips, was I,I49,000 quintals of 
dry fi£h, and 3,9oo,ooo mudfi{h; the value ofboth which, 
including 3,116 and a quarter ton of train oil drawn from 
the blubber, amounted to 926,577 .. Io, according to 
the prime cofi of the fi{h at Newfoundland; which, with 
the addition of the freight to the feveral markets where 
it was fold made 949, I 92,1 o 1. fl:erling : and add to this 
the confumption of woollen manufaClures and brandy' 
and naval fl:ores made it at leafl a million of money per 
annum. And this trade employed no lefs than 564 fhips, 
befides fhallops, and 27,500 feamen. Now, if we la
ment the growth of French power, as the caufe ofthofe 
wars that bath depopulated Europe for this century pafl:; 
and are convinced that our own liberties and indepen
dency are founded on the fuperiority of our naval power 
over that of France, would it not, when we fee in how 
great a meafure this privilege has contributed, and in 
how great a meafurc the continuance of it is likely to 
contribute to the French power, fo far from being "un
'' reafonable," be unpardonable; and the more fo, if 
we confider the nature of the French claim, a matter I 
fhall hereafter attend to? If they have the leafi fhare of 
it, will they not be always encroaching upon pretence 
of building huts to refrefu their men ? Will they not be 
always encroaching on us upon pretence of building 
ftages, and curing their filh ; revoke therefore the 
privileges granted them on the coaft of Newfound
land? But, as the French likewife carried on a 
great trade with mud fi1h, which were not under 
a neceffity of being cured and dried, make it a 
pain of confifcation both of fuip and freight, if 
any of thofe filh are found on board ; and, in order to 

render 
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tender fuch :1 law firicUy obferved and efficacious, let 
the captors enjoy the benefit of fuch prizes, whether 
private trading !hips, or of the royal navy: [as dJ et a/, 
hojle daceri ; this pra8ice is taught us by the French, it 
is the prefervative of their trade to the Sugar Iflands. If 
it !hould be enquired how the Canadians are to fupport 
themfelves, as the fifh made no fmall part of their food ~ 
I would anfwe~, that the River St. Laurence, from the 
ifland of Anticofii to Montreal, will give them enough 
for themfelves without reforting to Cape Breton, and 
the banks of Newfoundland. And ~o fhew you, Sir, 
how impoffible it will be, if Cape .8reton, and St. 
John's, as well as Canada, are refiored to France; for 
the fubjeCl:s of that crown, ever to avoid encroach
ments on us, give me leave to recolleCt the utility o£ 
the former of thofe ifiands to France in that refpect. 

When they had poffeffion of Cape Breton and the 
north-eafi part of Nova Scotia, their ftore~fhips and 
men of war generally reforted to the harbour of Louif
bourg, from whence they took the opportunity of going 
to Quebec at their pleafure. In a time of danger from 
an enemy, they often unloaded at Cape Breton, and 
~hen the feafon was fo far advanced as to .oblige our 
fleets to leave the blockade of Cape Breton, and re
turn to port, they fent two or three fhips, with the 
ftores to Quebec, in which cafe they were obliged to 
winter there. But, if this was not praCticable (as was 
often the cafe) on account of the advanced feafon, they 
tranfported them in winter over the ice to the coaft of 
Nova Scotia, and by that means conveyt!d them to Ca
nada by land. From hence it is evident, what great 
reafon we have to apprehend, that if France is fuffered 
to repoffefs Cape Breton, they ~ould likewife endea-

vour 
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tour to repoffefs their former fettlement in the bays o 

Gafpey, Chaleur, and Mirimichi, would they not 

greatly firepgthen thofe places ? Would they not carry 

fire and fword into the heart of Nova Scotia, and foon 

make us repent of a ftep, which we cannot) at this 

time but think would be highly detrimental to us ? But, 

would not the retention of Cape Breton on the other 

hand effectually prevent this ? Would it not of courfe 

render it extremely difficult for Fr:mce to fupport Ca

nada in a future war l The harbour of Queoec is very 

improper and unfafe for the reception of large fhips on 

account of the violent frorms that are very frequentin the 

River St. Laurence, and often drive lhips in the harbour 

Qlllhore: and do not thefe ftorms often prove fatal to 

many £hips, in navigating the river to and from Qy.e
bec, by reafon of the many dangerous rocks and fhoals, 
which even in calms, it is often impoffible to avoid, be· 

caufe of the fogginefs of the air ? In cafe a .fleet from 

France fuou1d efcape the vigilance of our fleets in the 

Bay of Bifcay, fhould enter the Gulph of St. Laurence 

before our fleet from Halifax was collected to intercept 

them, would they not find it very difficult, if not im

Poffiblc, to return from thence without hazarding an 

engagement which might prove fatal to their affairs? 

Should we not likewife have every advantage over them 

from our inland frontier, which, by the conneCtion with 

the ]and belonging to the Hudfon's Bay company, would 

entirely furround all Canada, and from every part where .. 

of we might, upon any future rupture, make incurfions 

into the very heart of Canada in different part!, particu

larly by the Lakes Champlain and Ontario ? Let us 

conHder, Sir, the fitu;ttion of thefe lakes, and their 

proximity to the mofi principal fettl~ments in Can.ada : 
Jet 
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let m confider our own colonies, proteCted by forts at 
the mofl: convenient paffes ; their frontier to the weft 
fecured by the forts of Detroit and Miffilimakinac, and 
to the fouth by Niagara, Ofwego, Toronto, and Fron
tenac on Lake Ontario, and by Ticonderago, Crown 
Point, and Nut Ifland on Lake Champlain ; · forts 
which might be made almofl: i~pregnable to any force 
from Canada, at a very moderate expence, and. upon 
their prefent plans; let us, Sir, maturely confider thef~ 
advantages, and we may fay, with good reafon, that we 
can at any time oblige the French to prefervc peace. 
And therefore, Sir, I cannot but think withthe Re
marker, that " our claims before the war were large 
"enough for pofreffion and for fecurity too•;" and thefe, 
Sir, are claims we can" rightful1y make t ;" and fuch 
as will give us themofi: defirable fecurity, without being 
incumbered with the cold, barren, uncomfortable, and 
uninviting country of Canada. 

Give me leave, Sir, to interefl: you a little farther on 
this matter. We have, for a long time, looked with an 
invidious eye on the Spanifh fettl ement at Cape Florida, 

which we thought endangered our colonies of Georgia 
and Carolina; and the invafion of the former from 
thence confirmed this opinion. vVe tLougl.t likewife 
a conquefl: of it would give us greater advantage over 
their trade; we therefore returned the falutation, by an 
attack on St. Augufl:ine, but were neceffitated to a ban::. 
don the enterprize, with the Jofs of many lives. \V hence 
then this forgetfulnefs, this partial influence of ca
price! a regard for a prefent occafion has been too 
much the defetl: of former treaties; let our confidera-

""'.Remark. p. 19. 
t Intereft of Great Britain, &c. p. 45• 
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tion for the future fucceed in the enfuing. The Iafi: 

war fecmed to have opened our eyes, we thought we 

could then difcover whence France and Spain might 

hurt us mofi:, and where we might have the fame ad

vantage over them ; but now, when the opportunity 
offers, we feem to have forgot the being and nature of 

fuch conceptions. Louifiana does not want attra8ive

nefs, it is the only objeCl: that can fecure us in North

America; it is much more worthy our commercial views 

than Canada, the commodities of which are the fame as in 
our northern colonies, and cannot be of any particular 

benefit, when we have already fuch plenty of them ; 

and that, without retaining Canada, we fhould, merely 

by clipping it of its encroachments, enjoy more than 
half its profits. But, with regard to the produce ofLoui
fiana, fhould we not preferve to ourfelves a monopoly of 

tobacco, for which the foil and climate i~ every way fit, 
and which there is the greateft reafon to believe the 

French would engrofs to themfelves as they had done 

the fugar trade, if they were fuffered to poffefs a coun

try fo convenient for fuch a valuable commodity? Should 

we not likewife rear great qua.ntities of indigo and cot

ton, articles much wanted in our manufaClures, and· 

which we have been often obliged to purchafe of tl)ofe 

very enemies with whom we are now at war, and whofe 

chief fyfiem was to overturn our confi:itutions? and 

even in thofe madhy parts adjoining to the Gulph of 

Mexico is not the land fit for mofi kinds of vegetables 

and nutriment for men and cattle? May not the inha

bitants rai[e more than cno1Jgh to fupply their own de

mands, and alfo a fhare for the Leeward Hlands, a trade 

for which it is conveniently fituated; for, tho' they can't 

take 
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take a dil'eB: courfe to them by reafon of tne ft.rong cur .. 
rent, they may fall through the Gulph of Florida into 
t~ Atlantic Ocean, and have a thorter paffage than 
Jiorn any other of our colonies? The eflablifhment of a 
little manufactory h.as been attempted in Georgia, woul 
it not be as praCticable in .Louifiana ? Do not the cli_. 
mate and great number of mulberry-trees that grow fo 
plentifully there, afford a moft pleafing profpeCl: of. 

bringing that fcheme to perfetHon ? might not tea like .. 
wife be produced, when nearly in the fame latidude a~ 
Pekin in China, and the feafons are not very different~ 
the produce of this commodity from our: own colonies, 

w:ould,be a real benefit to the nation, as it would not on1y 
bring great profits to the revenue, but likewife preferve 
that fpecie in the kingdom which we fo much lament 
the 1ofs of by tliis trade to the Eafl:-Indies. The in
land country is remarkable for an abundance of the b~ 

timbers, no doubt more .fit for navigation in hot cli
mates, than thofe from our northern colonies, which are 
apt to fplit: while, on the other hand, thofe from hot 
climates maintain their firmnefs, and are proof againft 
thofe.deftructive vermin, called wood ants, that make 

fuah hav.ock in the bottoms of :lhips made of timber 
from a hot climate. Mufi: not the. timber of Lt'mifiana 
be likewife more fit for the ufe of the fugar planters, 
who have futh a large demand for them for carriages, 

fugar mills, &c. and which they have hitherto been 
fupp.lied with by the Dutch, at a great diilance and 

g_reat price, from Barbituis and Efquebe ? Is it not more 
than probable, that the logwood of Honduras (which 
has C4Ufed fuch a long difpute between us and the Spa
niards) if tranfplantcd here, would enable us to fupply 

L 2 our 



ourfelves with that valuable commodity of our own 
growth ? they thrive in a marlhy foil, therefore there is· 
the greatefr reafon to think they would on the coafl:s 
of Louifiana. Might not the cochineal be alfo produced 
there, when the Opun!ia grow in fuch abundance in 
Mexico, and bring an annual income into Spain of 
near a million of money? As there are fuch great quan
tities of wild vines there, might not ·wine be produced? 
This would be another great faving to the nation as 
they might anfwer as well as thofe which we buy of our 
enemies. In a word, might not every commodity with ... 
i~ or near the Tropics, thrive in Louifiana? But what,. 
Sir, would greatly add to the value of this fettlement to 
England, would be its proximity to the Spanifh fubjeCl:s of 
Mexico. No doubt our manufactures,notwithfianding the 
firongefi prohibition, would find a vent there with the 
fame facility as thofe of France do by the way of St. 
Domingo. The poffeffion of Louifiana would likewife 
give us an infinite advantage over St. Augufiine, and a 
greater advantage over the Rotas from Vera Cruz than 
Jamaica has over the galleons from Carthagena. In going 
to the Havanna from Vera Cruz, the £hips are obliged 
to crofs the Gul ph of Mexico, and the currents being 
very !hong from the north fea againfi the coafis of Loui
:fiana and Florida, and thro' the Gulph of Florida, the 
fhips from Vera Cruz are often drove on thofe coafts: 
and the Gulph of Florida being the paffage homeward 
bound from the Leeward and Windward Iflands, and 
the neighbouring continent, the po!feffion of Louifiana 
would therefore prove of the greatefi benefit to our 
quizers and privateers. ·we £hould thereby be much 
b~tter enabled to reduce Cuba and St. Augufiine; our 

w-ad~ 
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trade would become greatly extended in thofe vahtable 
parts, and in future times might we not fucceed by an 
invafion in the Bay of Campeachy? the capture of Vera 
Cruz would cut off the communication between Spaniih, 
North, and South America, and enable us to get poffef
fion of the mines of Mexico. 

And this foie poifeffion of the Mi11ifippi, would be 
the more beneficial to us, Sir, as we 1hould thereby 
have the whole country beyond the mountains at our 
own difpofal and pleafure. Settleri would refort there 
becaufe they could be under no apprehcnfions from an 
enemy ; and, becaufe the many difficulties of a land 
carriage, from thence to the Atlantic Ocean would be 

removed, as they might fend their commodities all the 
way by water to New Orleans, by means of the many 
large and navigable rivers, that communicate with the 
Miffifippi. Settlers would refort there, becaufe they 
might be in hopes to extend themfelves within the neigh· 

bourhood of the Spanifh fubjetls ofN ew Mexico. And, 
in fhort, Sir, by this poffeffion of Louifian:;t, England 
would be effectually relieved from an apprehenfion of the 
independence of her colonies from their great populouf
nefs, and the fpirit of manufaCl:uring among them, oc
cafioned by the want of poffeffions for the inhabitants to 
extend themfelves, and a fufficient quantity of land to 
keep them employed in agriculture. 

Thefe, Sir, are reafons why I think Louifiana an 

ob~eCl: every way fo defirable, and, in fuort, the advan

tages we £hall reap from this acquifition, bid fo fair that 
without it (whether we conquer it or not) we 1hal) 
have, I will not fay, " a treacherous," but " a delu
" five peace." We need not therefore be told with fo 

much 



l!lllch vehemence by a late popular author •, that ~fi 
'~ expedition to the Miffifippi " would be fo very " ufe ... 
" lefs'' as he feems to imagine. 

I am fenfible, Sir, it would be a work of infinite dif
ficulty to perfuade the French to cede all their poffef
fions on this continent. I believe, it i~ not the pro
pofed defign of the war, and I would by no means urge 
fuch a notion; not only becaufe I think it would not be 
altogether agreeable to good policy ; out particularly, 
becaufe I would defire no more in N orth-America than 
was confiftent with fecurity, as it would not onJy feem 
unreafonable, but be unneceffary, as-we can have themoft 
defir~ble fecurity ,.without demanding Canada, and as fuch 
demand muft of courfe greatly Ieffen our demands where 
I think,. they are more immediately wanted. Let the 
French have Canada then, under fuch refuicnons as I 
have premifed, only by clipping them of Louifiana and 
their other encroachments, and you wiJl reduce it to 
the frate it was in at the treaty of Utrecht; leave the 
French Canada, and we lhall find them more defirous of 
cultivating the arts of peace than thofe of war~ and 
they will find it more defirable, and to their intereft to 
live in amity with their neighbours, nay, in fome awe of 
them, an end that can be attained by no othermeans than 
thus fecuring ourfelves, and (ubjecting their commerce 
and marine to the fuperiority of our own. 'l(lis, Sir, 
being a chief caufe of my prefent addrefs, is an objefr,. 
I flatter myfelf, I have hitherto attended to; it is an 
objea I fhall, in the enfuing fheets, ever fhive princi
pally to keep in view. 

• Confideratione on tbc. German war, p. I 30. 

Havin~: 



( 79 ) 
Having, I think Sir, fufficiently enlarged on the proper 

barrier to be infifted on in North America, I £hall next 
proceed to confider the other part of my argt.ment, the 
reafonablenefs and neceffity of i retaining the Fre1o.ch 
Sugar !!lands. 

It muft be admitted, Sir, th2.t the pretence of our 
having fugar land enough, is falfe; for, without con
fidering the nature of the foil in our own illands, and 
the great detriment done to the land by continued cul ... 
ture, can we fuppofe, that if our fugar planters could 
fupply Ireland and North America with the produce of 
their own plantations, ~hat they would pay the traders 
from thence in fpecie, or bills of exchange for their 
commodities of lumber and provifion! And, that they 
do this, I find by an eflimate, extraCted from the entries 
in the public offices of Jamaica, not long before the 
commencement of this war, computed upon an average 
-<>f three years; whereby it appeared, that the annual 
imports, from North America to that ifl.and alone, were 
ninety-four thoufan9 two hundred pounds, and the· 
exports from thence twenty-two thoufand, two hundreJ 
and twenty-two pounds ten 1hi1lings. "rhe northern 
colonies, therefore, received a ballance of fixty-four 
thoufand, nine hundred and feventy-feven pounds, ten 
fhillings in money or bills of exchange ; and even fcarce 
a third part of the value of thofe exports was in the ar
ticle of fugar. I make no doubt, but that the balance 
has been in like proportion from the Leeward Iflands. 
Befides, Sir, it mlift be morally impo:ffible, if our colo
nies do not produce more than feventy thoufand hogf
heads offugar annually, according to the largefi calcula-

tions, and Great Britain alone confumes every year fix 
plrts 
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parts out of the feven, that there can be any qnantity of 
fugar exported to the North American colonies and Ire~ 
land. A late author, {peaking of the deman~ of fugar 
in the latter, tells us, that " it may be reafonably ima
" gined, that the French have, in a great meafure, 
" fupp1ied the people of Ireland wi .h fugars, for the 
" annual confumption of fugar in Ireland above thirty 
" years ago, is valued by Mr. Dobbs at more than fix
" ty thoufand pounds; and, as the confumption of tea 
" is greatly increafed fince that time, the confumption 

" of fugar bath undoubtedly kept pace with it*·" It 
is true, that the exports of fugar from our plantations 
have not been fo great as might have been expected; 

but then there is fomething to be made in anfwer to it, 
without laying fo much weight upon a fuppofed com
bination among our fugar planters : for " the great 
" confumption of rum in this kingdom put ·the Britilh 
" fugar planters upon difl:illing fuch gr at quantities of 
" melaffes,. as not to leave a fufficiency thereof to fup
ply the demands of the North American colonies ; and 
" this obliged the fugar planters to pay money for a 
" confiderable proportion of the provifions, lumber, &c 

" wherewith they were fupplied from New England 
" and other northern colonies t·" The northern tra
ders, and thofe from Ireland not finding their market 
among our own planters, were therefore induced to get 
fuo-ar elfewhere, and this thev did from the French, who b • 

fometimes received the value of that commodity in lum-
ber, provii~ons, &c. and at other times in money, or 
bills of exchange ; both which were very accep-

.,. State of the Briti{h fugar colony trade, by M;~fiie, p. J6. 

't Str.tc of the fugar trade, p. q. 
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table to the French planters. So that " the balance 
" which the fugar planters from time to time " re

"' ceived on the trade with England " was " the 
'' fund by which " the northern traders paid " for 
" all the commodities elfewhere bought from the 
" French with money; and the fpecie which " they 
" received " for provifions, lumber, &c. fold in the 
" Britilh fugar colonies, and a1l the French fugars, 
" manufaCtures, &c. fradulently imported there" were 
" paid for out of the money received from this nation. 
" None of thofe vafi: loffes" did " in the leaft affect 
" the Britifh fugar planters,excepting in particular cafesi 
" for the Britifh wealth; which they" diffipated " by 
" thofe feveraJ means" was " confi:antly replaced by 
" other wealth, received from their mother country •. 
The fugar planters thinking themfelves injured by 
thefe dealings of the North American colonies, lament
ed the lofs of their money, as taken from their own 
pockets, and carried to the French, with many bitter 
reflections and acrimony. The northern traders recri
minated in their turn!, and hence enfued that great 

quarrel between them, which anfwered no other end 
than expofing themfe1ves, and opening the eyes of 
others in their mother country, who could not hope 
to fee any remedy being put to i~. The fugar plan
ters expofed the underhand trade carried on by the 
nortL ern traders ; and the northern traders as hitter
ly inveighed againfl: the combinations and exorbitaht 
demands of the planters, which otcafioned them, as 

"'St3.(! of fugar trade, 1?· 14. 
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they faid, to go to a foreign market. Thefe diffentions 

fl:ill fubfifi; the time is favourable for putting an end ta 

them, and to form that equilibrium, which is neceifary 

to render both dependent on their mother country. The 
caufe of complaint arifes from the difproportion of our 

fugar colonies to thofe of the northern colonies, the latter 

entirely fubfifring upon the former, which is their only 

market, and can alone enable them to pay for the ma

nufaCtures of Great Britain. Agriculture and farming are 

the employments and livelihood of our northern colonies: 

if therefore they can't find a vent for their commodities 

among our own people, they mufr do it elfewhere: and~ 

if they cannot do that, they mufi apply themfeJves to 

fome other occupation. For infiance, if the North A

merican farmer cannot find a vent for his grain, provi

.fions, horfes, &c. can he fupply himfelf with the ne_ 

ce£rary utenfils for his bufinefs, and the conveniences of 

life ? he may indeed feed his family, but he can't cloath 

them : and, if his commodities are fuch, that they 

cannot procure vent at a foreign market, he muft fet up 

manufacturing: and, if this ili.ould take effeB: among 

our North American colonies, will it not render them 

independent of England ? We are indeed told, am~ 

with a great deal of feeming warmth, that " no man 
"' who can have a piece of land of his own, fufficient 

" by his labour to fubfift his family in plenty, is ·poor 

" enough to be a manuf,1Cl:urer, and work for a maf

" ter * ." But this dof; rine is fubjeB: to many excep

tions. If a man has " a piece of land of -his own " 

the fubfifience of " his family in plenty" depends on 

* lntere£1: of Great Britain, fl\ x.8~ 
th 



the fertility of. that land, and not only the quantity, but 

the quality of the produce. He may a!fo have more than 

1;' fufficient to fubfifi: his family in plent)" with the pro

duce, but then he may not have enough to procut e them 

the other conveniences of life. Not only this, but a 
plenty of the fame commodity, generally renders the 
fale very precarious ; and, if fold, the profits are often 

fo fmall, as fcarce to defray the charges of fufre

nance, and the neceffary infl:ruments of huibandry. 

Great plenty and indufrry are therefore incompatible; 

and fame new method of working to a greater advan

tage, will always follow. 
Befides, if '~ the natural livelihood of the greateft 

~~ population of a country is manufaCtures*", is it not 

a fl:rong reafon to fear the northern colonies ; for they 

are by much the more populous of any in North Ame

rica, confidcring the extent of their fettlements ? And 

even in anfwer to the fingle article mentioned by the 

Remarker of the manufacture of " hats," we are only 

told, that " the beaver fkins are not now to be had in 
~' New England, but from very remote places, and at 

" great pricest;" fo that, even upon that confideration, 

the manufatl:ure of hats is not rejected out of good-will, 

but their incapacity of fupplying themfelves with the 

beaver-fKins as cheap as from England. But be the 

places ever fo remote, and the prius ever fo great, 

the New-Englanders can certainly have them as cheap 

as we in Old England. 
Give me leave, Sir, to lay before you what an inge

nious gentleman lately faid on the frate of our northern 

• Jntereft of Great Britain, p. 40. 
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colonies. '' Thefe colonies,H fays he, " having plenty 
" of provifions amongfr themfelves, and even a large 

cc quantity for exportation, they take nothing of this 
" nature, but fome lrilh beef, butter, and pork; and 

" thefe they will not want long ; and thofe colonies 
" having interfered with Great Brita,in in the corn trade 
" to feveral of her foreign markets, Great Britain and 

" Ireland can expeCt to receive no great beneftt from the 
" plzntations in thofe articles. We have hitherto fur
" niihed them with a great quantity of their materials 
" for wearing apparel, houihold furniture, filk, woollen, 
~' and linen manufaCtures; but, if they !hould efiabl i!h 
" the linnen and waolien manufatl:ures amongfi them
" felves, and encourage every other fpecies of arti
" ficers to fettle amongfi them, our plantations may, at 
" length, prove detrimental, infiead of ber:eficia] to 

" the three kingdoms. 

~' If it fhould be deemed good policy in Gr-eat Bri
" tain to fuffer her northern colonies to fupply them
" felves with all wearables, and all furniture, as well 

'' as all kinds of proviGons; may not this prove a pre
'' paratory fiep towards their becoming capable or fup
" plying other nations herewith, unlefs they are kept 

'' under fuch proper rdhittions, as may prevent thofe 
~' injuries to their mother country, zs well as to Scot
~' land and Ireland. 

" The primary efiablifhment of thefc colonies was 
" intended principally fer the bufi'1efs of planting, not 
~' for that of manufaCturing. However \Vife and ne
~' ceffary it may be to indulge them in fame degree in the 

" latter; yet the natural confequence thereof~ fhould 
" be effeCl:ually gvarded againfi: for the benefit of the 

"wh k 
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" whole nation; for we well know, that the habit of 
,, manufacturing in a few capital articles will beget 
" that in more; handicraftsmen in one branch of ma
" nufactural and mechanical bufinefs beget others; and, 
" as the neceffaries of life, and the price of labour are 
" likely to grow cheaper and cheaper amongfr them, 
" fhould we not keep a fhitl eye, that the infant is not 
" reared in a way to prove detrimental; and, at length, 
" ruinous to the intereft of her parent? While thefe 
" colonies fhall not be capable of manufaCl:uring fo 
"' cheap as Great Britain and Ireland, it will remain 
" their intereft rather to take what they have been 
" wont to do of them : but, fo foon as they fhaH be 
" able to furnifh themfelves equally cheap, we muft 
" expea to 1ofe all that exportation : and, if they are 
" permitted to go thofe lengths, it is eafy to judge what 
" farther {hides they will attempt to go, unlcfs they 
" are duly refi:rained in their career of manufaCl:uring 
" by the wifdom of the Britiih 1egiflature *." 

Frome hence, Sir, it is evident, that an imputation 
of the fpirit of manufacturing among our northern co
lonies is no new topic, it is in fall: what has engaged the 
concern of not a fmall part of this nation. But it is a 
lamentable misfortune in politics as well as in religion, 
that there are thofe who have eyes, but fee not, and thofe 
who have ears but hear not, and who never have any 
feeelmg, but when calamities become realized, and it is 
too late to provide againfr them. Ought we not, Sir, 
at leafi: to endeavour to prevent thefe threatening fymp·
toms? Ought we not to cherilh every fcheme that 
tends to the welfare of our colonies, and that will ren-

• Great Britain's Commercial Intereft explained and improved, by Poftle
hwaite, vol. ii. p. 148, 149, and I so. 
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rler them more benefical to their mother country, than 
they have been, or are at prefent, likely to be here
after ? do not all die apprehenfions of this fpirit of ma
nufacturing ainong our northern colonies arife from the 
clifproportion between them, cind the fugar iflands ? and 
do not all the evils that refult from this difproportion 
fall on the mother country? For we not only lofe the 

great balance we pay to the Sugar Iflands to the yearly 
amount of many [core thoufand pounds, which is m oft of 
it carried to our enemies, but we likewife lofe the benefit 
we might otherwife receive from the northern colonies. 

In jufiicetherefore to candour and truth, it mu it beown'd, 
that the advocates for retaining the. French Sugar Iflands, 
have this fuperiority over tlieir adverf.1ries, and the bi .. 
gots to Canada. The intereft of our Sugar Iflands is 
infeparably annexed to their mother country; they re-

ciprocally depend on each other : and even our own 
North American colonies, in a great mcafure depend on 
the Sugar Hlands; it is they that take off their lumber, 
corn, and provifions, their fl:aple commodities, which 

would otherwife become ufelefs to them, or detrimental 
to their mother country, by interfering with her in thofe 
<;ommodities to the European market. 

It is true, the poii.ffion of the Neutral Iflands of Ta-

b:tgo~ St. Lucia and Sr. Vinctnt, would, in a great 

mcafure, obviate the caufe of the loffes, occafioned by 
the want of a fufficient quantity of fugar; but tlien we 
:fuould not diminilh the traCle of France; anJ lhould 
receive v·ery little addition to our own by a £hare 

of that trade to Europe, we could never carry 
the fug;ar to a foreign market : that branch would 
frill remain wholly in the hands of France-. For, 

a 



as long as France has more 'than fufficient for her 

hot~e confumption, fhe can. always under-fell us 

at a foreign market, allowing only for the advan

tages fhe has in the fmallnefs of he duty on plantation 

produce ; but confidering the other natural advantages 

that France has over us, in the number of inhabitants, 

file could do it from that caufe alone, becaufe the price 

of labour muft be of courfe {o mucli the cheaper. Do 
:not the French buy beef and mutton, anc{ other provi

fions, for half the price we pay for them here ? Is 
not thejr inland carriage near fixty per cent. cheaper 

than in England ? Do they not fell their cloth ma- . 

nufaClures twenty-ive pounds per cent. cheaper than 

our tr ders? And is not their feamen's wages lower by 

one half than that of ours ? The only method therefore 

to bring that trade into our hands, is by retaining Mar

tinico and Guadalupe,. as well as th~ Neutral I.fiands; 

and then Fliance will have little, i£ any more than fuf

ficient for her home confumption. It is, Sir, the only 

method whereby we can reta"n a £hare of the corn

mere~ of Europe in that commodity, and procure a 

larger demand for our manufatl:ures among our northern 
colonies : it is, Sir, the only method that can relieve u 

from all apprehenfions of the independency of thofe co

lonies on their mother country: and thefe, Sir, are 

advantages that will be purchafed at the ex.pence of 

France, our more than mortal enemy,. 

But, not to confine ourfelves, Sir, merely to the in
jury the lofs of fuch a valuable branch of trade would 

prove to France, and benefit to ourfelves, it may be ea ... 

fily; forefeen what injury our own iflands and trading 
tbips 

• 
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lhips might receive from the French keeping poffeffiort 
of Maninico and Guadalupe, or even either of them; 
fuppoling the French fhould, upon that condition, give 
up their pretenfions to the Neutral lflands, and fhould 
fufFer us to acquire a full poffeffion of them. Could our 
colonies even then enjoy the profpeCl: of fecurity ? Could 
they be relieved from apprehenfions of an attack? or, 
would our trading fhips be a whit the 1efs expofed to the 
privateers of the enemy? Till thefe ends are attained, 
the Sugar Iflands cannot be deemed fecure, till thefe 
ends are attended, Britons cannot fay their interefts 
have been properly attended to ; they cannot fay 
that the M-r has availed hirnfelf and hi3 coun
try " of a fuccefsful war, in the attainment of an ad
" vantageous peace." Only confider, Sir, our iflands of 
Tabago, Barbadoes. St. Vincent, St. Lucia, Domini
ca, Antigua, Montferrat, Nevis, St. Chriftophers, &c. 
iflands that feem to convey large ideas of their extent 
and produce, tho' inferior in . both to Martinico and 
Guadalupe; only confider, Sir, the French polfeffed 
of thofe two large iflands, more fi:rong, convenient, 
and important in every refpect than our own, and fitu

ated in the very center of them, and you cannot, Sir, 
but comply with me in an opinion, that the fecurity I 
am fo fi:renuous for, is no unworthy objea of your con
fideration: and the more fo as the fhips from Europe 
bound to the Leeward and vVindward Iflands, theCa
raccas, Carthagena, New-Spain, and the whole coafi: 
of the GulRh of Mexico, fi:rike Defeada firfr, a fmall 
French ifland within fight of Guada1upe, and at no 
great difiance from Martinico. If the French fhould 

formally 



forrn;llly and fully cede to us the Neutral Iflands, upon 
condition of being fuffered to enjoy l\1artinico and Gua~ 
dalupe, mufi we not expetl that they wiJI end~avour to 
fupply that lof8, b} making themfelves more powerful 
in thofe iflands ? 'Vould not thofe iflands receive a o-reat 

b 
addition of Inhabitants by tht: removal of chofe from the 
fettlements they have already formed in the Neutral 
Iflands? Would not France, by being thus confined 
to Martinico and Guadalupe, make them more fhong 
and formidable in the number of white inhabitants, 
fortifications and foldiers? And this additional fhength 
is the more to be apprehended from thofe iflands, whofe 
natural advantages of fituation are fu.ch as to require 
very little affifiance from art to make them more fo. 

And, in a word, would not France, by being 
poffeffed of thefe two iflands alone, be in every 
refpett more formidable to us among the Leeward 
Iflands, than when fhe was poffeffed of the Neutral 
Iflands ? vV ould not our trade, by the po1feffion of the 
latter be confequently more expofed to the enemy ? 
'Vould not England always be obliged to keep two fe
parate fleets on the Leeward Ifland ftation, each of them 
firong enough to encounter a fleet of France? I fay., 
Sir, would not England be obliged to do this; I appeal 
to you, Sir, I appeal, to the gentlemen of the navy, 
who muft know fomething of the fituat!on of thofe 
iflands, and the winds and currents in thofe feas ? 
And thefe natunl difadvantages are the more to be 
feared, when we recolleCt, that feveral of our tran
fports, in their pa1fage only from Baffeterre in Guada
lupe to Fort Louts in Grandterre, were, from the great 
difficulty of turning to windward, full three weeks be-

~ fcro 
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fore they got to that place Engliih habour in Anti~ua 

(the befi port we were poffeifed of in that part of the 
world for the reception and fecurity of large :fhirs) was 

the general rendezvous of the Britilh fleet on that fl:a

tion, and thereby gave protetl:ion to Montferrat, Nevis, 

St. Chrifrophers, and the le!fer ifiands to the wefl:ward 

of them, which having no harbour for the reception of 

a fleet, would otherwife have been too much expofed to 

the enemy from Martinico and Guadalupe who might 

frequently have failed to either of them within a few 

hours. Now, Sir, would not the fame reafon induce 

us to keep ,another fleet in the port of le petite carcenage 

in St. Lt_tcia, a port one of the befr, and that might be 

made one of the moft fecure and formidable of any ir\ 

America? Would not this, Sir, be highly neceffary for 

the protetl:ion of that i.fland, which is almofl: within 
fight of Martinico? Would it nor, Sir, be highly ne
ceffary for the protetl:ion of St. Vincent, Tabago, and 

Barbadoes, which have no convenient port for the recep
tion of a fleet, and would be confcquently in the greatefl: 

rlanger from an enemy? The fate ofthefe lafl: iflands muft 

therefore depend on the fate of St. Lucia, in the fame 

manner as Montferrat, Nevis, St. Chrifl:opher's, and 

the leffer ifiands to the wefrward of them depend on 

Antigua. 
It is evident therefore, that the danger of all the 

Sugar !!lands, falling into the hands of France, though 
we 1hould become fully poffeffed of the Neutral Iflands, 

is far from being impoffible, and fo diHant as fome may 
imagine, as it entirely depends on fortuitous events. If 

St. Lucia was loft, or its beft harbour ruined, could 
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We maintain ourfelves in ~~ incent and Tabago? 
And, if the fame lhould happen t Antigua, would it 
not grca·Iy endanger Dominica, Mo;ltferrat, Nevis, 
St. Chrifropher's, &c. for~ by lofing that JroteCl:ion 
they had from the fleet at Antigua, and there being no 
convenient port in the neighbourhood, and fuch as 
Would anfwer the purpofe of Englilh Harbour in Anti
gua, what could hinder the French from attacking thofe 
iflands, and reducing them~ Or to put the mofi moderate 
confirutl:ion on this circumfrance, how could we hin
der the French from intercepting all our navigation to 
and from Europe to thofe ifl.ands? And, that we can
not hope to put a fiop to the great damages done our 
trade by the privateers of the French, othewife than by 
an entire conqueft of all their poffeffions, we have too 
wofully experienced. And, if we cannot do it now, 
while the French power has fuffered fuch a check ill 
the reduction of Guad01lupe, when their .Reets have 

been deftroyed, when the few ihips they have left dare 
not come out of port't0 their affiftance; and, when we 
have in thofe feas, a fleet of upwards of twenty ihips, 

and great part of them of the line, to block up Marti
nico, what can we expect hereafter ? Could our mer .. 
chant ihips pafs without a convoy fuperior to the fleet of 
France on that fration? And, could any trade bear the 
immenfe expcnce of fuch convoys ? If we had not two 
large feparate fleets on this fiation, at St. Lucia and An
tigua, our fleets rnuft of courfe rendezvous at one of 
them; and, in that cafe, might not the French attack 
the other; and, after intelligence lhould be re
ceived of fuch attack by our fleet, an 1 the ihips were 
collected and ready to fail, might not the winds prove 

N 2 fo 



( 92 ) 

fo unfavo'Jrable as to prevent their timely arrival to 
give the neceffary affifiance ; more efpecia11y if the fleet 
was at Antigua, and the attack made on St. Lucia? 
And, to conceive, Sir, what we have to apprehend 
from fuch an attack, only confider the different efi:a
bli!hment of the French in thofe iflands from that of 
our own; it will naturally lead you into fironger re
fleCtions on the danger we are expofed to from that 
quarter, than any thing I can fay on the fubjeCl. In 
167', the number of White Men in B.ubadoes alone 
was computed to be twenty thoufand (befides women 
and children) and eighty thoufand negroes; but mark 
he revolution within thefe late years ; in r 724- the 

number of \..\'hite Men in that ifland, able to bear 
arms, was only four thoufand eight hundred and twelve, 
according to the reprefentation from the board of trade ; 
and about the year 1740, the number of Negroes there 
was ufua1Iy fixty thou[and, which may ferve to give us 
fome idea of the number of \Vhites then there. In 
1701, the French i11and colonies of Martinico, Gua
dalupe, St. Domingo, Cayenne, Grenade, Mariga ... 
bnr:e, &c. contained eight thoufand eight hundred and 

fifty vVhite Men, and forty-five thoufand fix hundred 
Blacks, accordi ng to the reprefentation of the French 
coun -il of commerce; but, by a calculation made in 
17 5 I, the French then had, in the faid colonies, up
wards of fifty-one thoufar.d and five hundred White 
Men fit to bear arms, independent of many thoufands 
cf f.-iiiors employed in the trade of the co:<Jnies, and 
thre .. hundred fix y-four thoufanc and eight hundred 
flave of both fcxl!s : and the general computation within 

thefe 
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thefe late years has been, that the French ijave one White 
Man to every three Negroes ; whereas th.e Engliih have 
only one White Man to twenty N egroe~; an affertion no 
lefs amazing than true! A Britifh M-r, Sir, ought 
to keep a Watchful eye on thefe dangerous fymptoms; he 
ought to confider of what great utility this branch of 
trade is to France, and what it would hereafter prove 
to Great Britain; he ought to confider what danger 
there is to be apprehended of the lofs of the mo:fi im
portant of our iflands ; and to put the leaft confideration 
on the matter, how likely our whole trade is to become 
in their power. And, that we cannot put a :fiop to this 
evil, I have already lhewn; nay, we cannot even ex
peer to prevent their fleets getting in and out of a fingle 
port in Martinico alone, as they have done whenever 
they pleafe, and they have it always in their power to 
avoid an engagement : for, to ufe C-re M-re's 
own words, " from the almofl: con:fiant lee currents, 
" it being very difficult for fhips to get to windward, it 
" mufr be always in the enemy's choice, whether they 
" will come to a general atlion or not." From bene~, 
Sir, we may conclude to what little effect it would be 
to keep fleets on that :fiation, while the French have 
either Martinico or Guadalupe; fuch lleets will onlv 
prove an unneceffary expenee to the nation; unnecef
fary becaufe they mufr be employed in fruitlefs cruizes 
againft the enemy; and unneceffary, becaufe they muft 
hear of, and often fee our trading lhips carried into a 
French port without being able to prevent it. 

Whoever will look into the feveral lifts of captures 
made by privateers from Martinico, and carried in 
there fince the redutl:ion of Guadalupe, will find to 

what 
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what exceffive lolres we are liable from the capture of 
fhips by that ftngle ifiand : they will even find that, in .. 
fiead of being benefited by fuch a confiderable acquifi
tion as Guadalupe, our trade has in effeet fuffered by it. 
I would not be mifunderftood in this; I do not mean to 
infinuate the leafr prejudice againfr the retention of 

Guadalupe, that ifland alone would certainly be a great 
lofs to the enemy, and of much importance to us, both 
as an addition to our fugar trade in times of peace, and 
fecurity to that trade in time of war : but the reafon we 
have not experienced the latter, has been owing to the 
injudicious terms granted to that ifland on its furren
der .. whether from defign or inadvertency, I will not 
pretend to determine. By the capitulation, the men 
belonging to privateers, and all others who had no pro~ 
perty in the ifland, were at liberty to retire to Marti 
nico: and, with regard to thofe that acted in a military 
capacity, and in defence of the ifland, whether belong
ing to Guadalupe, Marigalante, or Martinico, it wa~ 
particularly infifted on that they fuould be fent to the 
latter ~nly, and fhould carry with them their arms, bag
gage, fervants, &c. But, as the mention of this fo fre

quently occurs in the articles, I am inclined to think it 
was intentional; and that for the following reafons. 

The intercourfe between Martinico and France had 
met with fuch interruption, that the French gave over 
all thoughts of carrying on their commerce in their 
own bottoms, and their Dutch carriers meeting with 
the like obftruClion, the inhabitants of Martinico had 
long found it difficult to fupply themfelves with a fuffi-

ciency of provifions. This was the general opinion 
among the people in our own iflands; to which fome 

added, 
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added, that they had already maintained themfelves a 
long time by the mere capture of our ftorc-fuips. The 
intention therefore of confining fuch an additional num
ber of inhabitants to the fingle ifland of Martinico, 
which could not fupply the demands of its own proper 
inhabitants, muft have been to fiarve it to a furrender. 
But the event has proved the abfurdity of this fcheme. 
By the great inc:reafe of failors and landmen, their pri~ 
vateers have increafed in proportion ; and thofe being 
fmall and full of men, have made great havock among 
our trading fhips, notwithfianding the much boafied 
itrength of our Reet. Indeed it muft be acknowledg'd, 
they have had but too much reafon to be merry at fight
ing us with our own weapons ! I fhould be forry to in
fer the leaft refleCtion on the late Corn--re on that 
Hation, my intention is not to calumniate our of
ficers, nor cavil with them about the nature of their 
duty : this, perhaps, has been an abufe already too 
much lavi£ht'd on the fubject. We know what papers 
have been diftributed among our iflands of the moft in
j urious contents •, a11c.l how freely thoie iflanders have 

expreffed 

1< The following, (copies of which were !luck up on all the tavern 
doors in a certain ifiand, the firfi: night after the arrival of a late C---re 
pn th~t fi:ation; a fuccefsful attempt on the enemy) may ferve to convey 
!ome idea:; of the refpeCl: paid to Come of our officers this w~. 

On C----re J---N M---E. 

He is the emblem of fear, 

The foe to his country, 
The enemy to courage, 

The fcorn of the populace, 

The fct~ndal of Britain, 

The 



expreffed themfelves in open converfation. The com

plaint feems to have arofe from this principle, viz. that 
it was praCticable for the fquadron to anchor in Port
Royal bay, between Fort N~gro and l'Ifle des Ramieres, 
whereby the French men of war under M. Bompart 
could not have got out, and the privateers, finding no 
entrance there for them and their prizes, mufi have gone 
either to Port St. Pi ere, or to Grenade, either of which 
were to be blocked up by a fingle frigate. Now, the 
quefiion that arifes, is not whether there was danger to 
be apprehended in blocking up Fort-Royal, but whe
ther it was praCticable. I do not pretend to determine 
. ·his point : there are thofe it more nearly concerns to 
do it. C---re M-re was an officer of much efii
mation among the people; if his conduCt was faulty, 
he ought to have defended it; it was a duty he owed 
himfelf, his fovereign, and his country: he fhould con
fider, that credulity is often the affociate of flander; 
and that, when a man's charaCl:er is defamed, if he 
does n~t difprove the charge, it is generally reckoned 
an admiffion of his guilt. 

But admitting, Sir, that Martinico cannot be blocked 
up fo effeB:ually as to enfure the fafe navigation of our 
trading £hips, is it not a very fufficient reafon for at-. 

The patron of cowards, 
The contempt of good men, and 

The ruin of the nayy; 

In lhort, but words are wanting to fay what, 
Say all that's mean, low, bafc, and he is that. 

PHILO VERIT ATIS. 

PHILO jUSTITJlE. 

tempting 
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tempting to reduce it? When the enemy's privateers 
from l\1artinico ·alone, have taken near a hundred fail 
of our fhips in lefs than three months, mufi it not give 
fome idea of the great detriment we fhall be liable to 
hereafter? Mult it not caufe diffatisfaCl:ion among the 
mercantile pc.rt of the nation to find this nufance not 
attempted to be removeci? And, even fuppofing it 
fhould be found neceffary to give up Martinico at a 
peace (which I hope will not be the cafe) the nation 
would fiill receive no fmall advantc.ge from the tem

porary poffeffion of it ; as we fhould thereby effeCtu
ally obtain the dcfircd iecurity, and reduce our enemy 

to the neceffity of fubmitting to an equitable accom
modation. 

I take it for granted, that an addition of Sugar 
Iflands would be an inducement to retain Senegal and 
Goree. It has been acknowledged, that thofe places 
" are of real importance in the flave and gum trades;" 
but then it is urged, that " our own African fettle
" ments have hitherto fupp1ied us with flaves fufficient 
" for our American purpofes: and the trade for gum is, 
" perhaps, not of confequence enough to make us 
" . amends for the annual mortality, which we al
H ready lament, of our brave countrymen, to guard 
." our African conq uefis *. " That we have hi
therto fupplied our own occJfions for flaves, is true; 
but that we have greatly decreafed in that branch of 
trade, and the French have nc<.<r intirely fupplanted us 
in it within thefe late years, not cnly by fupplying them
felves, but the fubjeCl:s of Spain likewife, is equa1ly true. 
Befides, did they not openly encroach on our rights and 

t- Letter to two Great Men, p. 3 3. 
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privileges in Africa, as well as in America, and that in 
the moft important fettlements we were pofTeffed of? 
Did they not endeavour to fupplant us at our capital 
fettlement, Anamaboe ? Did they not do the fame at 
Whydah, and in the rivers Sierra Leone and Sherbro? 
Did they not enjoy a great !hare of the trade of thofe 
places? Did they not do the fame in the River Gambia; 
for, not content with cutting off the communication 
between the fettlements of our company, and a branch 
of the River Senegal, which falls into the Gambia, by 
erecting a fort a.t the junction of thefe rivers, did they 
not erect another fort at the mouth of the River Gam
bia, oppofite to a fort of our own, and within our un
doubted territories ? Did they not do this without mo
lcfration from us? Did they not even take upon them
felves to fire upon our trading vefTels, though within 
fuch our undoubted rights, and under our very forts? 
And ihall we then again put it in the power of France to 
repeat thofe infolences ? Shall we thus paffively let them 
go unpunifhed ? Shall we fuffer them again to engrofs 
the whole gum trade ? Shall we fuffer them to retain, as 
of right, an extent of coaft of five hundred miles from 
Cape Bla-nco to the River Gambia? And, in a word, 
ihall we (uffer them to exclude us from the whole Afri
can trade; for this will probably be the certain confe
quence of their repoifeffing Senegal and Goree ? The 
lofs of the flave trade muft be very great to this na
tion, not only becaufe we have entirely loft all iliare 
of that trade to the Spani!h colonies, but likewife, 
becaufe it is the only trade we can carry on with 
the French Sugar Iflands with any advantage; for they 

will pay us in fp~cie for flavcs, when they will not. for 

~ny 
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any other commodity. Not only this, but the gum'"' 
from hence is 3.n cflential article in our manufaB:ures, 
as well as thofe of France; ~nd the prohibiting the 
future fale of it to them would be of infinite prejudice 
to the fuccef!) of their manufaCtures. And, can it be 
faid, Sir, that Senegal and Goree are not of confe
quence enough to make us amends for the lofs of a few 
lives, when it is computed that the poffcffion of them 

has brought into the French Eafr-India company, a 
clear annual income of five hundred thoufand pounds; 
and, when the r·~taining thefe fettlements alone would 
fully anfwer our views in the Eaft Indies, without 
making any demands there. But, as afrairs in this 
quarter of the world have been hitherto paffed over in 
filence, I would beg leave to make a little digreffion on 
that head. Our trade there is in the hands of a private 
company, and is likewife, in fome refpetts, difadvan
tageous to the nation. The people, therefore, could 
not but be diffati3fied, at feeing a particular interefi pre
ferred to a genera] one. But, as the climate there makes 
hervock enough among the fubjects of this kingdom, 
withol!t having recourfe to the defhutl:ivc weapons of 
war, I think we ought, if poffib]e, to prevent our be: 
ing involved in a war there for the future. AJopt there
fore the fyfi:em of France; let Madrafs lafr war, and 
Fort St. David this war be your precedent. Let .Kari

cal, Pondicherry, and Port Dauphin at l\,1adagafcar, be 

effcEt:ually demolifhed : even prevent them from be-

~ The value of this branch of trade alone, may be the more eafily con· 

ceived, when it is confidcred, that, in the year 17 55, the French imported 

no lefs than two millions feven hundred thoufand pounds of gum ; wh1ch 

was fold to liS at twelve pounds per hundred, 

02 coming 
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coming formidable to us hereafter, by filling ~up :their . 

ports with old ihips, &c. It would be a work of many 

years before France could repair thcfe loffcs, even fup

pofing that we fhould refiore their African fettlements ; 

but, if we retain them, the corr:pany would, very pro

bably, foon become bankrupt, ~md the trade of France 

to the Eafi-Indies intirely annihila•ed. AnJ to convince 

you, Sir, of the great utility of the African trade to the 

French Eafi-India company, only confider the amazing 

power and extcnc of trade the French have acquired in 

the Eafi-Indies within thefc very few years. It was the 

famous Colbcrt that cfl:abiifhed an Eaft-India company 

in France: he protellecl it with his authority, fupportcd 

it with his money, and, in ihort, took upon himfclf 

the whole burden of it. His cnd~avours were not ufe

lcfs; he left it in a thri•;ing condition. But fome time 

after his dcccafc, matters took a different turn; it 

could be no longer made adv:mtagcous, no not even 

equivalent to the charges incurred in carrying it on. 

Some me1-chants of St. Maloes took it upon themfelvcs 

in I 710, upon giving ,ten per cent. upon th~ whole pro
fits they made by the fa1e of their goods; and it long 

remained in a languifhing condition in their hands. 

But the company, and that trading to Africa, being 
affociated together, they h;!ve been made to ~u1ifi each 

other, or r2.ther Senegal and Goree have fupported both. 

Before the lafi wa:-, the French never made any confi
derablc head in the Eafi:-Indics'; and, we need not 

doubt, but that they have rofc to fuch a height of power 
there, merely by thcfe very African fettlements. If 
the profits were not fo great from the latter, could the 

French company m:tintain a flee of fcvrn or eight fhips 

of 
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of the line in the Eafi-Indies, to protect their fettle
ments there * ? And do our company even maintain one . 
fuip of the line there ? In a word, on the retention of 
thefe pretended worthlefs African fettlements, and our 
vigilance to prevent any intercourfe from France to 
t_!lem, depend the continuance of our fugar trade, and 
the fure deprcffion of that of France. It is from Africa 
alone, they have been enabled to become fo formidable 
in the Eafr-Indics, and to monopolize the fugar trade; 
it is from Africa alone, they can hope to fupport their 
fuare of that trade in St. Domingo, Grenade, ~nd 
Equinoctial France. 

As. the latter has been recommended as a m~re proper · 
objeB: of our regard than ~he French Caribbee Hlands, it 
may be neceffary to take fome. notice of th~t matt~r. 
'rh.e author may rccolletl: the objetl:ions to-our poffef
fing not only Senegal and Goree, but likewHe ,Guada
lupe, were chiefly founded upon a remonfirance, that 
the expence of lives, occafioned by the intemperature 
of the climate, would not allow of it. ' Therefore .his 
obfervation, that the Ifle of Cayenne, and its appen
" dix Equinotl:ial France, having but very few inha
" bitants, and thofe cafily removed, would be an ac
'' quifition every Y.lay fuitable to our fituation and de
" fires t," was altogether needlefs. A great advantage 
we iliould reap by the retention of Marti nico and Gua-. 
dalupe, would be the great addition of fubjetl:s to this 

• In the two firft eng~gcmcnts between M. Dache and Vice-admiral Po

cocke, there were !:Jut two king's ihips in the French fquadron, and one of 

them was only a frigate of twenty-fix guns. 

t Intereft of Great Britain, p. 46. 
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kingdom, as moft of tne inhabitants would undoubtedly 
remain there. Nor do I fee that Cayenne and Equi
noCl:ial France would be the afylum of many of the re
fugees from " Jamaica, Ba:badoes, &c 4 ". There is 

not the leafr temptation to invite tLis refuge. Being fo 
very near the line, Cayenne is extremely hot and un
wholefome, nor is the foil in any wife fertile; for the 

inhabitants hav~ not only; very few commodities of any 
fort for exportation, but they cannot even produce pro
vifions enough to fupply their own wants. The coaft 

of Equinoctial France is very low, and the country be
ing fubjeCl: to frequent inundations, the natives are often 
obliged to build their huts in trees to avoid being drown
ed. Is it to be thought we can make this colony turn 
to greater account than the Frencli? they have been in 
poffeffion of the country about one hundred and thirty 
years, and I cannot fay I ever heard of any confiderable 
exports they made from thence. There is no fear to be 
apprehended of any great incj eafc of French power 
from this quarter; they are hemmed in by three very 
jealous powers, the Portuguefe of Brazil, the Dutch of 
Surinam, and in the inland country, by barbarous and 
unciviiized tribes of Indians, inveterate enemies to all 
European fettlers. And, ff1ould the French ever afford 
us occafion fo·r jealoufy there, we might foon reduce 
tliem; for, though pofTefied of an extent of coaft of 
about one hundred ana forty miles in length, they have 
not a fingle port all the way. The fecurity of Equi
noctial France depends on the Iile of Cayenne; the 
fecurity of th.at ifland depends on the fort, and that fort 

..,. Intereft of Great Britain, p. 46 •. :j: Ibid. 
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is very trifling, and £hips may anchor clofe under the 

fortifications. 

I think, Sir, I have already fufficiently proved the 

neceffity of requiring fudi ceffions from the enemy as 

I have premifed, both on the principles of trade, and 

fecurity of our rights and properties; but as many fen

tentious, or rather quibbling objeCtions have been raifed, 
in order to avoid the imputation of fubterfuge and eva

fion, I would beg leave to animadvert a little on them. 
The principles of thefe objeCtions may be reduced to 

four: 

I. That by retaining them, we 1hould fhow a fpirit 

of ambition. 
ii. That they will be but of little benefit to us. 

HI. .That they are to " be looked upon as given 

" back to Franc~ for a mofi important confideration7 
" if they can be the means of ~xtricating the King of 
" Pruffia from any unforefeen difireffes," and 

IV. That, if the King of Pruffia " lhould extri

" ,cate himfelf from the dangers that furround him" 

we fuould " employ them to recover out of the hands 

" of France thofe towns of Flanders, gained for the 

" :Aufirian family, by the valour, and at the expence 

" of England, and which have been fo perfidioufiy 

" facrificed t·" 

In fupport of the firft objeB:ion, we are told by the 

emarker, that " the views which every fiate ought 

" to have at the ma~ing of peace may be reduced into 

" two: I. To attain thofe objects for which fhe went 

*Letter to two Great Men, p. 41. t Ibid. p. 4Z• 
to 



( 104 ) 

'' to war ; and, 2. To receive fome feafonable indem ... 
" nification for the charges fhe has incurred in carrying 
" it on." And we are farther given to underfiand, that 
" without openly avowing fome views of ambition, no 
" nation c:::n poffibly claim more." 

With regard to thefe political axioms, confidered in
oditferently, they are very problematical; but, confidered 
as relative to each other, certainly very contradictory. 
The firfi: had better have been omitted, it can't be made a 
fixed general rule; for, upon that principle, every fi:ate 
that goes to war with the view of extending its terri
tories, at the expence of its neighbours, or even of re

ducing them to her fubjection, has the liberty, nay, 
ought to attain them, as being the objefl for which fhe 
went to war. The other is a direct contradiction to it. 

I believe the Remarker would not rejeet my admiffion 
of refting thf! whole upon his fecond axiom, by infert

ing the words equivalent and fecurity; for, when a 

frate goes to war in defence of her right or property, no 
fecurity can be reafonable unlefs equivalent, that is, 

un1efs it fully fecures that property; nor can any indem
nification be reafonable, unlefs full fatisfaction is made 
for the charges incurred in carrying it on. The Re
marker afks, that " if France, influenced by a dread 
cc of exertion of the Britilh power, had given up No\'a 
" Scotia, with its ancient and true boundaries, had de
" molifhed their fort in the province of New York, 
" ha·d removed themfelves fr~m the Ohio, and renounced 

" a11 claim to that teJ ritory; and that, on thefe con
" ceffiom, the minifiry had then ~eafed from hofrilities, 
" without requiring, or even claiming Canada, whether 

"we 



" we fhould have had a treacherous and delufive peace.'' 
No doubt, thefe were terms, that fo far from meeting 
with a refufal, would have been greedily accepted ; but 
let me add, that they were terms we had a right to de
mand, upon a double confideration ; firft, as being fii
pulated in former treaties ; and, fecondly, as rightfu11y 
belonging to us. But wherefore can thefe rcftitutions 
by France (for they can be called by no other name) be 
the ne plus ultra of our demands? Does not the differ
ent fiate of affairs at prefent require a different confi
deration than they did at the beginning of the war ? 
After having been obliged to enter into a tedious, 
bloody, and expenfive war, to recover thofe rights, 
muft it not be both reafonable and juft to require a full 
indemnification, as well as a full fecurity, for the charges 
incurred in fupporting thofe rights; and likewife th~ 
charges occafioned by the unnatural extent of fu.ch war, 
even without reflecting on the perfidy and ambition of 
France, the rivallhip between us for fuperiority, and 
the neceffity of curbing their power to give us that fu .. 
periority. 

As the Remarker's moderation was modern doctrine, 
I could wi£h, a11d, I thi~k, it ought to have been, u£h .. 
ered in with the uf ual formalities, either of cufiom to 
authorize, or fome notable reafons to prove, the necef
fity of a change, and the ufe of it for the future. As 
this has not been done, I am apprehenfive that the Re
marker could not invent matter fufficient to fupport his 
argument, and therefore it mufi fall to the ground. 
Among the ancients, it was the cuftom for the victors 
to proportion their demands according to their fucceffes: 

P ba~ 
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hare fecurity and inJemnification were not then the .ne' 
plu"' ultra of mo<.lcration ; they were terms held in little 

ar no eH:imation, and that even among the religious' 

Jews, and the wife a:1ci equitable republican itates of 

Greece and Rome. Nor, in f.tCt, can I comprehend' 

the meaning of the propofed indemmfication, regarding 

only the cha""gcs incurred in carrying on a war, be

gan on the principle of felf-prefervation, it muft be very 

unrcafonablc, and is therefore .applicable to the prefent 

war between us and france. Can France indemnify 

lts for the lois of the many thoufand fellow-fubjeCls we 

lament? Can France indemnify us for the ravages and 

rna!Gcrcs perpetrated by her in North America? Ought 

not thde to bear fome weight in refpeCt to i.r.demniica

tion? Ought not France to ind'emnify the Hanoverians 

and Hcffians for the ravages committed in their country? 

Ought fhe not t"o indemnify them for the contributions 

railed Uf on tt1em, and the confifcatrons of their revenue? 

And to iliew you, Sir, l;ow we may extend the fpirit of 

tbis f:une word indemniji;ation, whfch the Rcmarker (o 

much harps 1 pon, we need only recol!eti: fhc treaty of 

1701, between !,ewis the Fourteenth and his grandfott 

the Duke of Anjou, whereby Flanders and the Mila_ 

nefe were expref-Ty cedeu to the French king, as an i'n
demnification for the charges i'ncurreJ b) him in ad:_ 

vancing _the Duke of Anjou to the throne of Spain. 

'\Vhence then proceeds the 11ecdlity of tLis great ch2nge 

in the maxims of war? and whence this fi)irit of ref

titutJOn ? Are kings lefs ambitious ? Arc they more ob._ 

fcrvar~t of the oLli;atory ties of good neighbourhood, 

and their own m oft folemn engagement- ? .~.· , o: the d~--

vzfiatw 
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\'afiation of whole provinces, the demolition of cities, 
and the maffacre of mankind, are made fubordinate to 
the caprice of rna]efry; the groundwork of the rnoft 
folemn treaties is intereft and convenience, and they 
are kept no Io~ger than they anfwer the bafe purpofes of 
making them. However, as I was willing to c.onvict 
rnyfelf of any error in th.is refpect, I have made it my 
bufinefs to confult 1\1achiavel, Grotius, and Puffen
dorf, authors who have much .difiingui~d themfelves 
Gn the matters of po,Iicy and war. I !hall not give any 
quotations from them in oppofition to the Remarkers 
(;pinion; as .it is upon a French principle, I fuall 
~ontent rnyfelf with fetting forth what two very noted 
French authors have faid upon this fubjeCl:. The cele ... 
brated author of l'Efprit des Loix_, fpeaking of the right 
of war, has thefe words: " The life of government,n 
fays he, is like that of man; the latter has a right to 
u kill in cafe of natural defence; the former have a 

" right to wage w.ar for their own prefcrvation. -In 
" the cafe of natural defence, I have a right to kill, 
" becaufe my life is, in refpeCl: to me_, what the life of 
'-' my antagonift is to him : in the fame manner, a fiats: 
" that wages war, is like that of any other being~.,, 

This is all Montefquieu fays of the matter; and, 
from hence it is evident, that he confiders the right of 
.war as abfolute, and unlimited, without any refervation 
or the rcafon:.blenefs of a mere indemnifica~ion. 

The ingenious M. Vattel treats much more largely 
and explicitly on this point. Telling us of the right a fiate 
pas to fecure itt~lf, an9 to m~ke demands upon the prin-

W Vol. I. kook x, eh. 4• p. 193• 
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~iples of fecurity, he fays, " It is fafeft to prevent the; 
" evil, when it can be done. A nation has a right to 
" refift an injurious attempt, and to make ufe of force~ 
" and every honcfr means againfi: the power that is ac
c.c tually engaged m oppofition to it, and even to anti
" cipate its machinations, always obferving, not to at
" tack it upon vague and uncertain fufpicions, in order 
" to avoid expofing itfelf to becoq1e an unjuft aggref

~' for. 
" When the ev~l is done, the fame right of fecurity 

~' authorizes the offended to endeavour to obtain a 
~' compleat reparation, and, if ~eceffary, to employ 
ft force for that purpofe. · 

" In fhort, the offended has ~ right to provide for 
~c his fecurity for the future, and to punifh the offen· 
c' der, by inflicting upon him a pain capable of dettrring 
" him afterwards from the like attempts, and of inti
'' midating thofe who fhall be tempted to imitate him: 
~, he may even, if neceffary, put the aggreffor out of 
" tlie condition to i~jure him. He make:; ufe of his 
" right in all thefe meafures, when guided by reafon; 
'' and, if any evil refults fn?m it to him who lays hiq~ 
~' under the neceffity of aCling thus, he can accufe non~ 
" but his own injuftice. 

" If then there is any where a nation of a re!Hefs and 
" mifchievous difpofition, always ready to injure others. 
:' to traverfe their defigns, and to raife domeftic trou
" bles, it is not to be doubted, that all have a right to 
'~ join, in order to reprefs, chafl:ife, and put it eve~ 
'" after out of its power to injure them. Such ihoulq 
" be the jufi: fruits of the policy _ wh~ch Machiavc~ 

" praifes 
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" praifes in c~rar Borgia. 'I'he conduCl: followed by 
" Philip the Second, king of Spain, was adapted to, 

." unite all Europe againQ: him ; and it was from juft 

" reafons, that Henry the Great formed the de~gn of 

'' humbling a power, formidable !>y jt~ forces, and per ... 

" nicious by its m::txims * ." 
If I have recourfe to precedents from modern hifiory, 

can I find the fpirit of refiitution, or even moderation 

a prevailing fyfiem, or ever adopted by any power? 

The treaty of Ofnabrug in 1648, between Sweden and 
.the Emperor, is a pattern of the prefent maxims of 

war, ufed in refpcCl: both to the rights of war and in

~em_nifi<..--ation. ]3y this treaty a ceffion was made to 

~iB:orious Sweden of all the Hither Pomerania, the 

Ifle ofRugen, Stetin, and fome other places in the Far

ther Pomerania, the mouth$ of the Oder, Wifmar, the 

Archbi!hopr,ick of Bremen, and the Bi£hoprick of V er
den. And what, Sir, was the indemnification made 

the Elech,r of Brandebourg, to whom part of Pome

rania belonged? Had he not the archbifuoprick of Hal

bedhdt, the Principality of Minden, the county of 
Hohenfiein, and the Archbifbopdck of Magdebourg, an 
indemnification of much greater value and extent than 
the country taken from him? How came Pruffia re
pofre£fed of the greatefi part of Pomerania ? How came 

Bremen and Y erden in the hands of the Danes, and 

now of his prefent majefiy? In fuort, was I to enu

merate every. treaty of this kind, it would appear there 
·was no ftate in the empire, nor no kingdom in Eu .. 

r_ope, but_ what h~s changed its mafter, qr had part of 

1t Book I . chap. iv. 

its 
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•ts ancient territories taken from it, or others add.ed to 
·t. But the behaviour of France in Europe on this 
head, within about this century pafr, without reflect
ing on her conduCl: in America and the Indies, is a fuf
ai·cient authority for us to begin to adopt this ufJge our
felves. Has ihe not got Alface and Loraine on the fide 
of Germany; of Artois, the Cambrefis, part of Flan
ders, Hainault, and Luxemberg on the fide of the Ne
ther lands.; and Roufillon, formerly a part of Catalonia, 
nn the fide of Spain? But, bccaufe we have not hitherto 
~aken example ftom .France in this refp~tt, or rather 
hecaufe we have fo .egregioufly neglected our own in
tereits hitherto, is it a reafon that we fuould not for the 
future;. when a deviation from th~s conduct is a~ua1Jy 
the only way to relieve· u~ from that burthenfome debt 
which the nation groans under, and is the only method. 
t.o infw:e us internal peace and tranquillity ? 

Having already explained myfelf with regard to the 
point of fecurity, I lhall now confider how far the ob
j~Cls I have before n~commended, are confifrent with a 
rea.fonaWe indemnification, according to the Remarker-?-s 

plan : I ain perfwaded they will .not evea exceed the 
oounds of that confi:rud:ion, without having any weight 

J on the principles Qf fecurity, and th.e ufage of other 
powers. I £hall therefore beg leave to recapitulate fame
thing of thofe objects, in orde11 to form an idea of their 
extent. 

I believe, .Sir, it will be acknowledged, that, with 
xegard to Louifian~, the French have not the ]eafr pre-
tence to it as of right: their fettlement was an u{urpa

" .: non the jufr claims of the Spani~rds of ~1exico, an4 

th 
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the Engli£h fubjetl:s of Carolina an<l Vi:gini-a ;- for, tho1 

not actually inhabited, it was included in the grant~ to' 
their refpeEl:ive colonies, and always confidered as their 
property. The French claim of actual pre-occupancy, 
might as well extend to different parts in South Ame
rica and the Ea£1:-Indies, where many large tracts, not 
poffeffed by the Spaniards, Portuguefe, and Dutch, are 
looked upon as belonging to them : nor, in faCt, is a 
want of aCl:ual poffeffion in the formin'g foreign colo .. 
nies, ever confidered as an impeachment of the claim. 
The retention of that country cannot be confidered as 

given up to us by way of indemnification : by retain.: 
ing it, we only remove them from their encroach• 
ments, and require the quiet poffeffion of our own, 
which we have found by experience it would be dan· 
gerous for them to keep any longer. 

I believe,. Sir, it will be 1ikewife acknowledged, 
that France, does not claim any title to Cape Bre.
ton, St. John,. &c. as appertaining to Canada, Oi" be:.. 
caufe they are fcttled there: they rather do it by a fo· 
iemn permiffion from us. Therefore, I apprehend, the 
ceffion of Canada would not give us the fole property in 
thofe iflands, and the fifhery, unlefs particularly fpeci
fied in an article of a future treaty; and, if Canada is 
refiored, would not fuch a demand feem much more 
reafonable, and be more eafi.ly complied with t But, in 
this cafe, I think, Sir, we have an undoubted right, and 
very fufficient reafons t<> exclude France from thefe 
iflands and the fi!hery. Before the treaty of Utrecht, 
the French never fettled Cape Breton, which was al
ways confidc:red ;>.S belonging tO US j but, being by that 

treaty 
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treaty obliged to cede Nova Scotia and Newfoundland; 
which they had endeavoured to conquer, and thereby 
~onopolize the fiihery to themfelves, they were fuf
fered to poffefs Cape Breton, St. John, &c. merely for 
convcniency of carrying on a !hare in the fifnery. But 
it was with the utmoft difficulty the then rniniftry gave 
France even that liberty. In the preliminaries delivered. 

to 111. Mef:.'1agerj it was particularly infified on, that 
F ranee £hould not refort to it upon, any pretence ·what-

fon'er; but, as France made great protefiat10ns of her 
good faith, and honeft intentions, the feverity of that 
article was thereupon mitigated. However, in order to 
keep her from every pretence for encroachments on 
Newfoundland and the coaft of Nova Scotia, lhe had 
liberty giv~n her to fettle Cape Breton and the other 
fmaller iflands; and this was the rather done, as thofe 
iflands were reputedly fo barren and woody, that they 
were not ·thought worth fettling by us. 

With refpeCl: to the filhery, France originally paid a 
duty of five per cent. to England for the bare liberty of 
reforting to it, a certain acknowledgment of our having 
:m exc1 ufive right to that branch of trade: their right 
therefore, as well to Cape Breton and the other fmaller 
iflands in the mouth of the River St. Laurence, as to 
th~ fi£hery, can aiife only from permiffion, or, at moft, 
~ m"'re conditional grant. If then the intent of thefe 
privileges, or grants, which ever you p1eafe to ternt 

them, have ~been converted to different purpofes., and 
made to act principa1ly againft ourfelves, fo as to render 
even onr independence, as a nation, very precarious; 
'muft it not be both reafonable anJ jufl: to reaffume the 
(;)le property? Can it be con!idcrcd in 01ny other light 

than 
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th~n the revocation of privileges, which have become 

forfeited from the very nature and intent of their 

grant? 
By refi:oring Canada, we !hould therefore have a mo!t 

evident balance in Ol!r favour on the fide of North 

America, and a greater right to infift on an indemnifica

tion from another quarter: and this, Sir, I have referred 

to the French Sugar Inands and African fettlements, a! 
being fuch as would prove of the greatefr detriment to 

the French, and the greatefr benefit to us. Much hM 

been faid by the Remarker upon the fufficiency of the 

fingle ifiand of Guadalupe in this refpeet, but I think 

with very little reafon and propriety. We are told by 

that gentleman, that " without e:ftimating the land~ 
" the houfes, the works, and the goods in the ifland; 

" the fiaves; at the loweft valuation, are worth up ... 

" wards of one million, two hundred and fifty thou

" fand pounds fterling." But what is all this to the 

purpofe ? Had the Remarker fecn the articles of capi

tulation to the inhabitants of that ifland, his memory 

muft have been very defetl:ive, or himfelf guilty of great 
)artiality : if he had not fecn thcfc articles, he ought 

to have done it, before he took upon himfelf to talk fo 
roundly. He will excufe my freedom, when he finds 

th.'l.t if Guadalupe is ceded to us at a peace, this very 

u land, the houfes, wo1 ks~ and goods:, are fubjeB: tci 

be fold as private property to their fullefr value; for, not 

only all EnglHh fubjecrs are abfolutely excludedJ from 

having a polieffion in the H1and during the war, but it is 

particularly exprdfed in the 11th article of th_e capitu

lation, that " if at the peace the ifland fhould be ceded 

o_ " to 
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" to the King of Great Britain, then fuch of the inha ... 
" bitants, as do not chufe to live under the Engliili 

" government, fuall be permitted to fell their poiTef
" lions, moveable and immoveable, and retire where

" ever they pleafe, for which purpofe a reafonable time 
" fuall be allowed;" only with this refervation, of dif

pofing of them '' to none but Engli.lh fubjecb." From 
hence it is evident, that before any fubjetl: of England 
gets a poffe11ion, or fettlement in that ifland, even fup

pofing it fuould be ceded to us at a future peace, he 
muft pay an ample and full confideration for it to the 
French owner; and, as moll: of our own fugar fettlc
ments are worn out with culture, and thofe of Guada .. 

lupe are reputedly fo fertile, we need not doubt, but 

thofe inhabitants who chufe to remove, will do it with 

as much advantage to themfelves as they can. As mat

ters ftand upon this bottom, 1 do not fee the leaf! pre· 
tence for efl:imating the value, or taking the lcaft ac

count of the " land, houfes, works, " or " goods. '> 
They are vefted in their former owners, and are to re
main fo, unlefs alienated by a 1ega1 purchafe; and the 

Englifh muft pay the ufual price for the commodities im
ported from thence into England, in common with 

thofe of our own iflands. Was the fole property of the 
" land, houfes, works, and goods" in the ifland, 
:vefied in the crown of France, and the inhabitants, up
on a ccffion to England, liable to be fcnt off the ifbnd 
:without any fatisfatl:ion for their po:lfeffions, and the 
money, raifed upon the fale of fuch p0fTeffions, was to 

be applied in difcharge of any national debt, or incum

brancc, then I grant the argument would hold; btit at 

prefcn 
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prefent it is intirely out of the quefiion : private property 

in Guadalupe cannot be of any emolument to the pub

lic in England; the only advantage to be received from 

it, by way of indemnification, will be merely from the 

encreafe of the revenue, and the clear gains of the Bri

tifh merchant: and, in this light, I will venture to af

firm, it will not indemnify us for the grants of one fingle 

year, much lcfs of the whole war. 

But I cannot help obferving here, that the Remarker 

was fo warm for a moderation, and fo chagrined at 

what he confidered as an affront offered to France, that 

he was not only apt to forget himfelf in many other re

fpeB:s than this, but alfo feemcd to have an inclination 

to affront England. The demolition of the fortifications 

of Dunki1 k by France, " as a preliminary proof of 

" her fincerity in'' an " enfuing negociation *, " 
could not be an " idea" fo " altogether extravagant," 

nor fo " little jufiified by precedent or reafon" as the 

Remarker feemed to imagine: if it had, there was fiill 

an effeCtual :1lternativc propofed by the means of " hof

" tages." But the great ambition a!ld treachery of 

France is certainly a fufficient " rcafon" for infi.fiing 
on this method of humiliation, and fhowing them, that 

they mufr pay a better regard to treaties for the future. 

Had we not already fecn two treaties bafeJy violated ? 

and had we the leqjl reafon to fuppofe, that France 
would be more punctual in the pe1 form an cc of her fu

ture engagements than lhe had been heretofore ? Nor, 

indeed, can I in the leafr conceive, how the execution 

of a former fi:ipu1ation can be deemed an affi·ont to 

any nation. But, if the demolition of Dunkirk, pre-

' '* Letter to two Great Men, p. ~4· 

Q..2 vioqs 
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v1ous to a ncgociation, had not been a forfeiture due tO 

a former fiipulation entered into by France, we were 

fiill jufrified in making fuch a demand by precedent; 

tlOr could fuch a demand without this " precedent,, 

have come under the leafc denomination of an affront, 

comparatively with what France has re.;:eived hereto

fore. The Remarker mutt know what infolence was. 

u(ed by two butch deputies to minifiers from France, in 

a fiation wherein every power pay them refpecr as re ... 

prefentatives of majefiy. If the btter barely mentioned 
the impoffibility of complying with a particular de- / 

rnand, they were told with an air, and in a tone of au .. 

thority and contempt, that there were but two methods 
to bring obfiina::e people to terms, perfuafion or con .. 

flraint ; and that, if the former would not influence the 

:French king to a compliance, they iliould only oblige 

1 im to it by the htter: and this w<~s behaviour and lan

guage, ac a time, v. hen the F rcnch king " even con-

"' fented to cxec~te b ... forc the peace v:as figned, the 

" mofr rjgorous articles of a plan drawn up by his ene-
" mics; for i11fbnce, thofe of delivering into their 

" hands fuch a number of flrong towns, which they 

" were to pofiefs ia full property ; of entrufl:ing them 
'' . with fomc more as p1edgcs, and a fecurity of perform-

•• <' ing his word ; of demoliiliing others under the no

" tion of their giving umbrage and apprehenfion to 
,, thofe very enemies, who pretended to prefcribe the 

" bw, and diCl:at~d the terms of a treaty; which" French 
king himfelf had reafon to believe, " they had no· in
~' tcntion to conclude ~," Can any thing be more ex

prc:ffive of the iubmiffion of France to the author'ty ot 
• Torcy's Mcmo:r::, ~o~. ii. r· 4I, 4-Z · 
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their conquerors, who demanded the execution of manJ 
articles as preliminaries ; the mofr inconjiderable of 

which was much more confiderable than this demolition 
of the fortifications of Dunkirk ? But the above terms 

were not the only " preliminaries of peace/' nor the 

only mortification to French pride. To humble France, 

and lay a greater check on her future growth of power, 

the deputies infifted on the refervation of making ul

terior demands, and that France fuould fubmit to thofe 

demands, even after the figning of the preliminaries, and 

a ceffation of arms, nay, it was even deemed infolent 

in the French minifiers to requeft an explanation of the 

nature and extent of thofe demands : " it was fuffident 

" that it was injurious to France, and dimini£hed the; 

" king's power t·" In f.hort, Sir, were not every one 

of thefe articles offered on the part of Franc", fo many 

" preliminaries to the preliminaries of peace :" for they 
were not to b~ the definitive terms of the peace, but 

merely " as pledges, and a fecurity of fubmitting to 

" others ?" It is true, the States had no fmall rea

fon for their inveteracy againfr France : they had 

experienced her oppreffive defigns and haughtinefs in 
the preceding wars of 1672 and 1688, when they 
had ufed their utmoft to prevent a rupture. It would be 

too tedious to recolleCt: the moderate views of France, 

with regard to the former of thefe wars, wherein the 

French monarch aCl:ed with all the marks of arrogance 

~nd t)ranny, againft a people who had jufr made them

felves difiinguifhed in the eyes of all Europe, by a glo

rious ftruggle for religion and liberty againft the arbi-

tr~ry power of Spain for eighty years toi;ether. There-

t Ib.id. p. 6z., 
fore, 



fore, Sir, the States, in making the ufage of France the 
model of her own, was but aCting upon the principle of 
retaliation; a principle, Sir, efiab1iihed by the law 

of Nature, and the law of nations; a principle that 

can never be deemed an . infringement of juHice and 
moderation, nor will ever come under the denomina
tion of tyranr1y or ambition, when made ufe of to curb 

an overgrown power; and a principle, Sir, that fingly 

:md :1lonc would give us fufficicnt " reafon ", and fu!fl
cient right to inflict the mofr fevere forms to humble 

French pride, and debilitate French power. Have they not 
carried on their malicious defigns againft us to greater 
excefs than ever they did againfi: the States ? Have they 
not hired affaffins to kill our kings, and caufed f1 equent 
tumults and rebellions in the heart of our country? Have 
they not carried devafiation into our mofi: fertile colo
nies? and, in :!hort, what have they not perpetrated 
in their efforts to reduce us to a ftate of bcggary and 
fervitude ? Have they not likewife encouraged preten

ders to the throne of this kingdom, contrary to their 
mofl: folernn engagements? Do they not even fHll fup
portfuch pretcnders,andaB:ually fupplythem with money, 
-u.·ith a view to make them tools fubfervicnt to their future 
fchemes ? If we have hitherto evaded their fi1ares, if 
they have r.ot been able to make fuch :1n impreffion on 
us :::.s they did on the Dutch in the ~ar of 167~, who 
arc \Veto thank; not their good intentions and efforts, 

but the kind influence of Heaven, which infpired us with 
th:tt prccautio..:1, and enabled u:; to make that refifrancc 

which hav..e hitherto put it in our power to avoid the im
pendi:!g wre"k, ~nd W1 i~h now ,bys before us t e glo-

nol 
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rious opportunity of effeCtually preventing it hereafter? 
Not, Sir, that I would from hence infer, that this 

demolition of the fortifications of Dunkirk previous to 

a negociation, or even pofierior to a pacification, is an 

objeB: fo very important as fome have been induced to 

believe : my fole intention is to fhow, that it would not 

be fo very unreafonahle. 
I admit the circumfiances of this war are fomething 

different from that wherein the Dutch made fuch de

mands on France~ but then this difterence is not fo 

Juperlatively great, nor our fuperiority fo excejjively little, 

as to require fuch a vaft change and diminution. It is 
true, France was then oppofed by a confederacy of 

powers, but fuch a confederacy thatwas latterly greatly: 

divided; each affociate being, in the terms to France, 
for making every thing to his own advantage. Not 
only this, but the great damage done to our trade by the 
enemies privateers, the di!fentions in England, the mif
carriage of the expedition to Canada under Brio-adicr 

0 # 

Hill , the apprehenfions of the defeB: of Portugal, Savoy, 

and fome of the contingents of the empire, the former 

of which power had then lately. fuftained an immenfe 
lofs by an attack made by a French fquadron at St. Sa] 
vador, the capital of the Brazils; and particularly, the: 

vaA_ expences of a war, which the parliament had de

dared impraflicable, and the death of the emperor Jo ... 

feph, without any other heir than Prince Charles, 
whereby the chief objeCt of the war, the pre\ention of 
an union of the French and Spanifh monarchies, was 

likely to become equally dangerous by a union of the 
Spanilh 
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Spani{h monarchy with that of Germany, in a tnant1ett 
rendered a peace abfolutely neceffary. 

Let us now cafi an eye on the ptefent war. Here, in• 
deed, we fee France at the head of a confedel'acy, but 
{uch a one, as is without money, and, I had atnofi faid; 
without men; and a confederacy, that has already ex
erted their utmoil: efforts to very little effeCt. And thete 
are two very fubfiantial reafons why F ranee cannot ex .. 
tend the war, as ilie did then, as lately fuggefted. 1ft, 
It is not fo confifient with her true interefi, by reafon 
of the largenefs of her foreign colonies, and the extent 
of her trade from thence to an European market: for, 
if France cannot keep up her correfpondence with fo
reign countries, nor tranfport her commodities to her 
eorrefpondents or faCtors there, fuch correfpondents 
muft defert their faCl:ories, or be obliged to have recourfe 
to other powers that can fupply them. Ho1land, nay, 
England might not profit a little from this their diffi
culty. By the proteCtion given by our fleets to the na
vig::ttion ofthe merchant fhips, they would, no doubt, 
ufe their utmofi: endeavours to fupplant the French, and 
introduce our own manufaCtures. 1.dly, The allies of 
France being moft of th€m mercenaries, and the others 
unable to fupport the neceffary expences of the war them
felves, the whole burden falls on France. Will the Ruf• 
fians, will the Swedes, will the Saxoni, will the Wirtcm .. 
burghers aa without the payment of their fubfidies 
Will the Ottoman court look with unconcern upon the 
motions of Ruffia and Aufhia, if France fufpends her 
largefies, when fuch large offers may be made on the: 
part of G rcat Britain and Pruffia ? l\1ufi not therefore 

tht 
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the ncceffary remittances to preferve a fuperi:;r interefl: 

:a.monB thofe powers, occafion a much greater demand 

for money i .. France, t..~an at a tim when fhe fought . 

u-pon her own bottom, and was, h tterly, much affifl:cd 

by the mea(, res of Spain? The extent of the French 

trade to their foreign colonies, and among ~b'"' feveral 

powers of Europe, mufi likewife have produced a· con

fiderable amount to the F rench revenue, without being 

felt among the inhabitants: of courfc the lofs of that 

addition to the revenue, by the obftruEt:ion of their 

commerce, mufr render other taxes more neceffary and 
more burthc:nfome. We may therefore affure ourfelves, 

that if France is inclined to hearken to peace_, when at 

the head of fuch an alliance, it is from her incapacity 

to continue the war. Great quantitic~ of plate have 

been already melted into fpecie in that kingdom : 

let the war go on a little longer, and the next thing 

we ihall hear done, will probably be the railing the 

dixmes of the eftates. In fhort, Sir, we had bet .. 

ter carry on the war with vigour a year or two 

longer, than have another at the end of eight or ten 

years, which will be the certain confequence, if we do 
not effeClually diftrefs France now we have it in our 

power. Let us not difcard the glorious opportunity Of 
giving a lafiing peace to ourfelves and all Europe, when 

it fo re:adily offers; an " opportunity, " Sir, per· 

,< baps the only one, we fu.all ever have of putting 

" it out of the power of France to violate its faith for 

'' the future • ." 

f* Letter to two Great Men1 p. 31, 

R 'I' he 
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The reafonable retention of thefe French pofreffions, 
and the expediency of continuing the war, being pre
tni{ed, let us now confider the fecond objeCtion as to 
their fufficiency, for us. 

I have already explained myfelf upon our views in 
North-America, the next that comes under my confi
deration, is the objetl:ion made to retaining the French 
Sugar !!lands. With regard to our pofreffion of Gua

dalupe, we have been told, " That a country fully in
" habited by any nation, is no proper polfeffion for 
" another of different manners, language, and reJi--· 
" gion *·" Now, I fhould be glad to know from th~ 
author, why th is objetl:ion is not equally cogent againft 
Canada, where the inhabitants are fo remarkably ad
dicted to bigotry and fuperfi:ition, and where, under an 
Englilh government? they are liable to be reduced to the 
utmoft infignificancy and poverty ? Speaking of the po
pulation of Canada but a few lines before, the fame 
author fays, " many" (of the. inhabitants) " will 
" chufe to remove, if they can be allowed to fell their 
" lands, improvements, and effects" (which they are fince 
authorized to do by the capitulation ; ) and that " the 
" reft wilt in lefs than half a century from the crowds 
" of Englifh fettling round and among them, be blend
" ed and , incorporated with our people both in Jan
" guage and manners." This fuppofition, I think, 
Sir, ought to have an equal influence in favour of Gua
dalupe, where every thing is infinitely more favourable 
to indulge fuch an expectation. But the candid gentle-

• Intc.rcll: of .Great Britain, p. 46, 

man 
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man is here guilty of great partiality : he does not in the: 
leaft controver.t, or exprefs a doubt of the affertion of 
the Remarker, that " the hand of government" was 
" heavy on the Proteftants of France:" that " many 
" of thefe people" were " already efiablifued in this 
" ifland, and" had '' connections of every kind with 
" thofe of their own at home; and" that might " we 
" not hope and expeB: that this" might " be an in
" ducement to m-:tny others to make this their retreat, 
"' and that the colony" might " be enriched by them," 
he omi.ts taking any notice of thefe matters, a. if they had 
never been mentioned. But there is fomething fa;ther, 
I would beg leave to addrefs to that gentleman and his 
brother advocates on the fame fcore. Let them enquire 
how many there are of Englifh and Dutch extraction, 
fettled in the French Sugar Iflands, particularly with 
regard to the latter; becaufe, I have heard, that the 
expuHion of the Dutch from Brazil by the Portuguefe 
in 1640, contributed, in no fmall meafure, to their 
efrablilhment. Thefe are not the on-ly reafons why we 
may expea the prefent inhabitants of Martinico and 
Guadalupe, if thofe iflands fhould be ceded to us, to 
remain there; there is another argument frill more 
ftrong and tempting. Brandy being the produce of 
France, the diftilling the melaffes of fugar was frrongly 
prohibited by the French government, wh~reby the in
habitants of their iflands fuftained a great lofs, for the 
article of rum alone, made from the melaffes, has been 

acknowledged to defray the ch:lrgcs of cultivating and 
producing the fugar; and, had not the French gover
nors by virtue of a difpenfatory power they have in 

R 2 their 
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their commiffions, fuffered the inhabitants to procure a 
vent for their melaff-::s among our people of North A· 
mcrica, they could never have underfdd us in the 

fugar trade, as they have done between thirty ~nd forty 
per cent. cl.eaper. A trade fo prejudkial to our own 

fugar planters, caufed great clamours from them; the 

legrtlature interfered, but that only tended to convince 

us, that " men\vill be tempted to fmuggle whenever 
" the profit furpa!fes the rifk; and that rifk confiil:s lefs • 

" in the punifhment, than in the means of eluding all 

" perquifitions." Do not our colonies, ev'en now, in 
the time of open war, carry on a very extenfive trade 
with the French iflands in fhips under the ae1~omination 

of flags of truce? By {uch intercourfe as this, the French 

have been familiarized to us, and the grea~ gains they 
will receive by this large and uncontrouled branch of 
trade, wi11 be fo great, that, as J have faid before, that 
confideration would be ft fficient of itfdf to reconcile the 

moft zealous enthufiafts to our government. But then 

we are told, that it will be impoffibie to prevent a trade 
with France, and that even " fuppofing we can ef
" feCtually " do this, " one hundred thoufand pounds 
" will fupply them with Britifh manufaB:urcs; and 
" that the other two hundred thoufand pounds w1ll be 
" fpent in France in the educ:ltron of their children, 

'' and fupport of themfeh'cs, or elie to be lai' up there, 
" where they will alway~ think their home to be"'." 

This, Sir, feems to be the principal objeCtion urged 
· againft retaining Guadalupe, and, I own, would have 

~ Inta~il qf Great Britain_, F· 47• 
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, great weight with me, if I conceived it to be as repre
fcnted ; but, as ~I do not coincide with the gentleman 
upon the conftruetion of the article of the capitulation 
to the i11habitants, upon which he 0 ·nds this argu

ment, I will prefent1y give him my reafons why I dif

fer from h!m in this point. The 13th article of theca

pitulation runs thus, " The inhabitants 1hall have li
'~ bertyto fend tlLir children to be educated in France, 

" and to f nd for th,m back, and to make remittance 
'' to them v~.ilfr there. " Now it is certain, the 
full {enfe of the article is very vague and indeter

minate, but we are not from thence to infer the 

propriety of every impertinent fuggefiion. Gene
ral words are defective of themfclves, if we credit 

the law of reafon, nay, common fenfe, ~hich tells us~ 
Gemrale nihil certi implicat. If this maxim is ever re

garded, it ought to be more particularly fo in the prefent 
cafe. True, there is an impl!ed infinity; but infiity in a 
matter, that mufr, from the nature of things, be temporary 

and variable, is very abfurd.- An argument alone fuffi-
, cient to overturn tne gentleman's opinion: but not to· 

infi.ft merely on that, let us confider the circumfiances 
of the cafe. Had the inhabitants entertained the leaft 

expectations (though ever fo diilant) of enjoying fuch 
an extraordinary ptivilege under an Engli!h govern
ment; had they in the leafr fufpetled that they could 

make fuch a demand confifient with the authority of our 

commanding officers, would they not have intimated 

their inclinations more openly ? If the impl1cation was 

meant . to extend ad infinitum, would not the anfwer 

have been more particular and explicit? But, could the 

eo m-



commiffions of our officers give them fuch an unlimited 
authority ? Could they have a licence given them to fettle 
the jurifdiB:ion and civil polity of that iiland ad infini
tum? No Sir, they certainly coul~ not; their com
rniffions could not extend fo far: they could make no 

change in the fyfiem of government; they could not 
grant any immunity or indulgence, that was not limited 
either by time, or condition. Thus we fee all the arti
cles that have a tendency this way, are granted with a 
refervation, or aCtually referred to the pJeafure of his 
rnajefiy. Had fuch a privilege been even fufpecred to 
extend fo far, and was fo readily granted, need we 
doubt that the modefi Marquis de V audreuil would have · 
held his filence on that head,· when he had fuch an ex
cellent example? I am convinced therefore, that this 
privilege was intended to extend no farther than the 
continuance of this war: and even if it had, we may 
reafonably compute, that not one half of the inhabi
ta,nts would fend their children t.o be educated in France, 
in a religion fo different from their own, and in a coun
,try whence their forefathers h:1d been expelled by a re. 
Iigious perfecution. 

I admit, that the po!feffion of Guadalupe alone will 
flop the privateering bufinefs but little*" ; the French, 
being fiill in poifeffi.on of the large, firong, and conve
nient iiland Martinico, would have it in their power to 
annoy us as much as ever: an affertion we have already 
experienced the truth of. But then, I do not think, 
that " our obtaining poffe.ffion of all the Caribbees, 

. Intcrefl: of Great Britain, p. 46,, 

would 
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" · would be more than a temporary benefit *: '' · it is a 

very ridiculous argument, and the reafon given for it 

much the fame, viz. " becaufe it would neceffarily foon 

" fill the French part of Hifpaniol_a with French inha:. 
" bitants, and thereby make it five times more valuable 

<' in time of peace, and little lefs than impregnable 

" in time of war ; and would probably end, in a few 
" years, in the uniting the whole of that great and fer
" tile ifland under a French government; their own~ 

" [hare of which " we are told, a few a lines after, 

" would, if well cultivated, grow· more fugar than is 

" now grown in all their Weft-India iflands t·" I 
will not caft fuch a reflection on the author's know

ledge to doubt he finds himfelf convinced of his error in 

theie po!nts• He muft know, Sir, that France, tho' 
poffeffed of all the Caribbees, would encreafe hei 
ftrength, as much as poffible, in Hifpaniola, as it gives 

her fo great a command of the windw;rd paffage, and 

they find their fettlements prove fo very beneficial to 
them, both by _their private intercourfe with the fub

jech of Spain, and the produce of their bnds; more 
efpecially as the Spanilli gover-nment is not fo well af
feCted to them as formerly: he muft know, Sir, that the 
French part of Hifpaniola is feparated on the land' fide 

from that belonging to Spain, by a barrier of mountains, 
and that they have already poffeffed themfelves of the 
whole extent of the coaft they lay <;}aim to: he muft 
know, Sir, that the prohibitions of all intercourfe be• 

tween the two fettlements are very great, and encre~fe 

• lntereft of Great B1it<loin, p. 46. t Ibid. p. 49• 

every 
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tvery day : he mutt know what large improvements th<! 
French have made, what an additional number of in· 
habitants J:hey have received within thefe few years, and 
that they have already made greater exports of fugar and 
other commodities annually from thence, than from all 
their Weft-India iflands put together*· 

That the French " cannot at prefent make · war 
" with England, without expofing thofc advantages
" while divided among the numerous inands they now 
" have, much more than they would, were they pof
" feffed of St. Domingo only t," though·it feems fo 

• The following extract: of the imports into France from their Weft. 
India fettlements fot the year 1755, (the year before this war) ~ll fcrve 

to convince us of the truth of this, and likewife fet aright the enormous ac .. 
~\Ults that have been publilhed of the value of the French Sugar Iflands, 

Guadalupe alone being faid to produce annually near fiftythoufand ho~thead& 
of fugar. · 

Exports from St. Domingo for the year I7 $)• 

Io6,~oo hoglheads of fugar 

2.2-,000 lb. 

18-J.~OOO 

900,000 -

2.30,000 

18z,ooo ,. -

eo free 

cotton 

- indigo 
ginger 
pimentQ 

Ditto, from Martinico, Guadalupe, Grenade, &c~ 

~6,oco boglheads, firft fugar . 

11,2.00 " • - zd 

s,9oo - - - 3d 
16,370 - - - brow!l 

6:a,470 in all 

3,6oo,ooo coffee 

57 J,coo cotton 
8z,ooo ginger • 

t Intereft of Gr~t .Britain, p. 48, 49· 
dear 
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clear to the author, is not fo with me. Their trade is 
certainly more extenfive; but then, the more ports they 

have, the greater opp01 tunity they have of efcaping our 

cn:izcrs, and the more fo in lthefefcas, where the winds 

· nd currents render it fo difficult to get up with them. 

Our own trade likewife muft be much t:nore expofed to 

the enemy. And I am fo far convinced of the vafl: ad

vantages we fuould receive from a poffe~on of all the 
Caribbees, that I think no fl:one ought to be left un

t.urned to fecure that defirable object :- and, ih order to 
facilitate this fcheme, it is abfolutely requifite, as I have 

faid before, that our right to the Neutral Ifiands thould 

be fully confi-rmed at the peace. The poffeffion of l\1ar

tinico and Guadalupe would otherwife be of very little 

benr.fit to us) as the enemy would foon render them .. 

felves as formidable as evet from thcfe iflands; 
If the French power in Hifpaniola is at prefent fo 

much to be dreaded, ano there is fo much to be appre .. 

hended from their future growth, is it not a mofi: co

gent reafon for {dtraihing them among the Caribbces, 

iince we cannot do it there ? And this refirai11t is the 
mure neceffary, as it has been long fufpeeted, that the 

French have <\n eye on our invaluable iiland Jamaica: 

and their bei.hg fo remarkably tenacious of their pre

tenfions to the Caribbees, and fortifyingl themfelves 
there fo fhongly, tell us, th t t~ey have a view, not 

only of conquering Jamaica, but even entirely exclud

ing us from the fug~r trade. Sclf-wefcrvaticn there

fore, requires that we fhould exert our utmoft to pre

vent f~ch dangerous defigns. And the great advantage 

f thi poffeffion of all the Caribbees would. be the 
1 s fooner 
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fooner felt, as we fhould find ourfelves relieved from 

the great ex pence and lofs ·of fubjeCl:s, entailed upon 

the nation, by keeping fuch a numerous fleet among 

thofe iflands. As the French £hips, in going to their · 

ports i~ Hifpaniola mufl: neceffarily pafs fome of the 
Caribbees, a few fmall cruizers about thofe iflands, af .. 

fified by;the privateers, would give a pretty good account 

of them ; and thofe that fhould efcape there, would 

frill run a greater hazard before they got into the ports 

they were bound to, in Hifpanioh~ which might Le 

eafily blocked up by the fleet, we fuould be able to keep 

at Jamaica. 
\Vith regard to the third objeCl:ion, the fuccefs of his 

Pruffian i' •• ajcfiy renders it unneceffary. The lafi: glo

rious victory obtained by that monarch feems once more 
to have eilablifhed him ; his good genus fl:ill does, and 

fiill may triumph over the malevolence of his enemies; 

but if, contrary to the general willies, he fuould be 

obliged to fubmit, can it be reafonable, ·can it be ne

ceffary, to expect, that England fhould facri.fice her 

conqucfis made from France to reinfrate him ? We 

have already gone farther than was confifi:ent with pru .. 

dence, the principles of the war, and even your own 

promifes, Sir; we have paid him an immenfe annual 

tribute, or fubfidy, no matter which, to enable him, 

according to the letter of the treaty, to " keep up and 

augment his forces," when fuch augmentation has not 

been made, and our neceffities have been much more 

·preffing and neglected; we have prodigally thrown 

away the lives of our countrymen in his caufe; I fay in 

his caufc, Sir, otherwife the convention of Clofi:er-

Severn 



Severn had never been broke. Let us not then carry 

extremities frill farther ; let not a blind partiality pre

cipitate us into greater extravag~nces : the liberties of 

Germany, do not, cannot require that we fhould buiid 

the foundation of his eftablifhme~t upon the ruins of 

our 'own. I am the more furprized at this propofal, as 

coming from him who fo much laments the " vafr load 

" of taxes and neceffities of" a" war" which he owns 

" have forced us to an annual expence, unknown to 

" former times, an<i which will almofr be incredible to 

" poflerity. ;l,, Qught we not rather to do every thing in 

our power to diminifh that " vafr load of taxes", and to 

prevent the melancholy caufes of it hereafter? Can the 

giving up to France her North American encroach

ments, her Sugar Hlands, or African fettlements tend 

to this pur pole? Is there not, on the contrary, the 

grea .. eft reafon to apprehend fhc would, by either of them, 

quickly recover her former fhength, and foon oblige us 

to fupport another war equally burthenfome and ex

tenfive, after we had, by our ceconomy, rendered the 

effetls of this lefs grievous? Nor in faCt: do I fee what 

foundation there is for fuch a propofal, nor that it 

would anfwer the end. I am perfuaded, that upon a 

depreffion of the King of Prufiia, were we even, in 

hopes- to extricate him, to purcha!e the inten'ention 

and good offices of France, at ever fo dear a price, they 

would h:lVe but little etrecl:. And wherefore fhould we 

pay , homage to, or feek an alliance with France in a 

matter which it is her intercfr to purfue, without either 

lJ Letter to two Grelt 1\II!n, p. 4-I. 
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CJf thefe unneceifary temptations? for can it be in any. 

~egree the true intereft pf France, either to humble the 
power of Ruffia, or aggrandize that of Aufiria ? The 
independency of Germany, a copfquence of its fupe
riority over France~ depends on a union of the fevera.l 

~atcs under one head. If, ~herefore, a rival is raifed 

in the empire, if the power of that rival is fOLmdcd 011 
~he h~miliation, or encroachments on th~ 2 uthority of 
the other, they will both ~!1tertain a mutual jealoufy 
~f fach other, and oppofition v:iJI be the reigni~g prin
ciple of their meafures ; the one to recover its loft right3 2 

~nd the other to maintain its new acq11ired power. If 
the States tak~ different parts in this divifion, muft it 
not weaken the who]~ bqdy, a~d r~nder it more fuf
ceptible of a conquefi by a powerful invader? It ha~~ 

~hercfore, been always thoL!ght, and fiill will be though~ 

gocd policy by the Fr~nch~ to promote fuch a divifio11 
~~the e~p ' re. Have they not hitherto always encouraged 

the flighteft pretenfions of an upfiart fiate to encounter 
the imperial authority? Do they not now pay fuhficjit:s to 

feveral of the electors ? Do they not keep th~ir troops 

in pay a,s aux iliaries, and is it not1 wi th a view to employ 

them ag;>.infr their neighbours, and therd y del: ili tat::! 
the power of the whole? But if France finds th J ~, now 
fhe has efte8:ua:Iy gained her emh, by feci11g t\ o row
erful riv~Js in the empire ever ready to thvvJrt each 

other, the only way to recover her co:onies, is by being 

for the prefcnt a little remifs in working th IJJ ur to 
defiwy <a eh ether efFeCt~ally, can we be fo we:11c t 
imagine fhe wiii prefer her connections with the hou!e · 

of lluih:a, which~ ~11 faCt, a:-e r~pugnam: to he! for

mer 



mer policy, and pre~udicial to her mofr darling interefis, 

rather than accept of peace from a victorious enemy, aud 

engage in a fy!tem, which is even now greatly to h~r 

;advantage to purfue? And admitting, Sir, that France 

fuould for the prefent engage in this our fyfl:em, can any 

one fay it will be any hindrapce to her making anothe 

general confufi9n hereafter ? 
· But, as I ~aid before, I think the intervention of France 

to reinftate the king of Pruflia would be to no effetl: ? 
Can we be fo ~eak to fuppofe, that the emprelfes of 

Ruffia and Auftri~, and the King of Poland, as EieB:or 

of Saxony, would fqrego the long-wilh'd-for opportu

nity of plucking his feathers ? Would they not divide 

·the fpoil as avowedly confefred by treaties, notwith

ftanding the defection and utmofr difpleafure of France? 

J3efides, has not France, by her acceffion to thefe trea

ties, become a principal in the confederacy ? And 
would not fuch intervention ~e a deviation from the 

caufe of the alliance, and the declared motives of enter

ing the empire? But, let us fuppofe ( argumenti gmtia) 
that we could fo far prevail with France as to caufe her 

defection from the confederacy, and give her affi fl:ance 

in conjunction with us to reinftate him, could we re

ceive any relief in the end by it? Could France, after 

being reduced to fo low an ebb by the fatalities of this 

war, enter into another againfi: three fuch great pow

ers? Could fue make :any great impreffion againfi them 

vi et armis? Certainly ~ot ~ our intention, in making 

, an alliance with France, would be therefore loft, and 

!J1any might be the evils refi;!lting from this fyftem. It 
was our alliance with France that firfi: raifed her to be a 
paval ppwer; let u.: not th~n, in the name of common 

icnfe, 
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fenfe, when we are bewailing thefe our former errors, 

plunge ourfelves into others more incxcufable. The 

treaties between the King of PruffiJ and us, engage that 

neither party fhou1d make a feparate peace; if then, 

from the neceffity of his circumfianccs he fbould be 

obliged to fubmit to that extremity, who is it that 
b;·caks the compaCt? Are we not at liberty to chufe 

whether we will be a party to, fuch feparate pe2ce or 

not? The reduCtion of H--r would certainly b<:: the 

confequence of that of the King of Pruffi.a: but where 

can be the leafr pretence for giving up our conquefis to 
redeem that e--te? The retention of this country 

by France has been fo clearly demonfhated, as being in

confifient wi .. h the confiitution of the empire, as gua

rantee of the treaty of Wefrpha1ia, and even the im

poffibility of her holding it by reafon of its being fepa

rated from France by feveral intermediate fbtes, that I 

believe there is no farther occafion for enlarging on that 

head. But, fuppofc ~hat France iliould make a con
queft of H--r, what hurt would a temporary p~{fef

fwn be to the inhabita:1ts of that e---te, or Eng

land? If, out of revenge to the pcrfevcrance of our 

mcafures, France fhould caufe the c---te to b-; ra
vaged, might we not retaliate the fame ufagc on their 

coa:fl:s and foreign colonies? Would not the bare appre
henfions of fuch a return be fufficient to overawe France 

from th. s extreraity ? Bdides, Sir, our feeming neglect 
ofH-r would £how France, that Great Britain will 

not alway::; forego her national concerns to prcfcrve that 

e--te in tr~nquilliry; and that, though we can 

ta1ye up arms in Jefepce of the liberties of the empire, 
we 
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we can lay them afide, when they interfere with out 

national honour and welfare; it will likewife open the 

eyes cf the infatuated Aufirians; it will iliow them, that , 
if they fight againfr themfelves and common fenfe, they 

are not always to expect G·reat Britain to take part with 

them, at the great expcnce of the lives of her fubjeCls, 

and to purchalc a peace for them, at the greater expence 

ofher treafurcs. 
The fourth objeB:ion is of the fame piece with the 

fOregoing ; and therefore, I think, is already partly 

anfwered, if all occafion of fiarting the fubjeCl: had not 

been removed bef01e. On the 28th ofNovember, 1757, 

Major-general Yorkc prefented a memorial on this fub

jett to the States-General, whereby it appears, that by 

the 14th article of the treaty of Utrecht, figned April 

I 1, I 7 I 3, " It is agreed, that no province, fort, 

'' town, or city of the Netherlands, or of thofe which 

" are given up by his Catholic l\1ajefiy, £hall ever be 

" ceded, transferred, or given, or fhall ever devolve 

" to the crown of France, or any prince, or. princefs 

" of the houfe or line of France, either by virtue of any 

" gift, exchange, marriage contract, fucceffion by 

" will, or by any other title whatfoever, to the power 

" and authority of the mofr Chrifl:ian King, or of any 

~' prince or princefs of the houfe or line of France."

And by the fame memorial it is Hated, that " in the 

" barrier treaty, thofc very fl:ipubtions are repeated in 

"' the firfi: article. His Imperial and Catholic, Majefry 

,, promifes and engages, that no province, city, town. 

" fortrefs, or territory of the faid country, fhall be 

" ceded, transferred, ·given, or devolve to the crown of 
" France, 
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c. France, or to any other but the fucceffor of the' 
4, German dominions of the houfe of Aufiria, either by 
" donation, fale, exchange, marriage contract, heri
" tage, or teitamentary fucceffion, nor under any other 
'' pretext whatfoever; fo that no province, town, or 
" fortrefs, or territory of the faid Netherlands, fhali 
" ever be fubjetl: to any other prince but to the fuccef
" for of the ftates of the Houfe of Auftria alone, excep 
" what has been yielded by the prefent treaty to the 
" faid lords the States-General."- On the 25th of Ja
nuary following, Count d'Affry the French minifler, 
prefented a memorial in anfwer to thefe reprefentations, 
and therein is the following paragraph ; " It is there
" fore, by exprefs command of the king my mafter, 
" that I declare to your High l\1ightineffes, that the 
" introduCtion of French garrifons into Ofl:end and 
~' Nieuport, had no other motive than what I have jufl: 
'' mentioned in this memorial, (the Emprefs Queen'~ 
H being under an abfolute neceffity of employing all her 
" forces to defend her hereditary dominions in Ger..: 
" many. j That his majefty' s troops fllall remain there 
" only to the end of the prefcnt war : and that they 
" fuall even march out fooner, if the emprefs queen 
" fuall defire it; and that they 1hall march out the very 
" moment that {he fhall intru!l: the guard of thofe two 
" places to her own troops." Now, what can be mor~ 
fignificant and expreffive than the terms of thefe :fl:ipu .. 
lations, both on the part of the emprefs-queen, and the 
French king ; and what more fpecious and obligatory 
th~n the promifes contained in d' Affry's memorial? Can 
"V-re think that the ernprefs queen would give up the whole 

eo m.: 
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bt11tnand ofFlanclers,and:the great emolinnent fue receives · · 

from their being ports open to trading £hips, if {he could 

poffibly avoid it ? If £he bad ever made . any private con

traCt with Frarice for the fale of thofe places; would {h~ 
not be glad to evade the executive part of fuch coh

traa? Is fue not; in het private and public charatler~ 
faid tb run all lengths to fatisfy h~r infatiable luft of 

power and avarice? therefore; if France iliould retain 

thofe places in oppofition to her reinoMhances, would 

.hot England, Holland, and the Getman ftates, all join 

to take them by main force? But, if the emprefs queen 

lhould fuifer herfelf to be prevailed upon to acknow .. 

ledge them as French property, and we lliould be in
clined, by profi:ituting our own acquifitions1 to redeem 

them dut of the hands of France, what fercurity could 

the. emprefs queen give, what foundation could we have 
to hope, that ilie would not play the fool again ? If 

both fue and the French king break through fuc~ fo-

1emn and explicit compa8s, will they not break thro
1 

iny thing? And what weight .could we put in the faith 

of rnajefty, and the tenor of ~reaties, whe~ we have 

feen them fo bafely perverted, and fo perfidioufly vio ... 

iated? Would not our kindnefs to her be rather an in

ducement for her to repeat her folly over againl It 
would~ in faCt; be putting fo much clear money in her 

pocket, and fue might, by the fame rule, mortgage 

them at plcafure; and will it be ft1iJ, Sir, that we fuall 

bot have as much occafion for red emmg them hereafter, 

as we have at prefcnt? I will own, I do not " trembl~ 
" at the profpect of feeing Newport ami Oftend be ... 

" £ome French property:" I do not thi 1k " a Britith 
T 4\dmi .. 
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" adminiftration" need fo much precaution, to cc afe 

" their utmofi endeavour5 to prevent this at the peace• .'' 

Rather let us admire the pleafing opportunity of morti

fying our very good allies the Dutch, as well as the 

Aufirians, and of lhowing them that we can retain a 

jufl: idea of their " ingratitude:" let us now, Sir, far 

once begin to" learn to prefer our own interefi to that 

" of others, and to proportion our expences on the 

" continent to the immediate exigencies of our own 

'' country :" let us demonfl:rate to all Europe a gene• 
rous refe11tment of their injurious treatment of a people~ 
who gave them liberty and power, even that powerj 

which we now would cherilh, and which they as un• 

worthily profl:itute to fordid avarice and ambition : let 

us, Sir, for once evincrc, that we have an adm---n 

proof againfi a German cabal, and who will not give 

room to another count Gall as to tell us, we " have ac .. 

" quired a pennywiJrtb of glory, which the emprefs 

" queen would buy if lhe had money enough." If 
- the1 e fuould be this neceffity (which I am at a lofs to 

conceive) of redeeming Ofiend and :Tewport, who i 
the mofr intercfied to do it, Englaud or Holland? Can 

the po!feffion of Ofiend and Newport hurt the former 

more than Dunkirk has done? And, if they could, 

might they not be confl:antly blocked up by a tingle fri
gate? And I will venture to hazard an opinion, Sir,. 

that, notwithftanding the mighty things faid of Dun

kirk, our trade has not fuffered in any proportion by 
the privateers of that port, as by thofe of St. Maloes, or 

., Letter to two Crc:tt Men, p. 41. t IbiJ, 
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Eayonne. The vicinity of Oft end and Newport to 

the territories of Holland, would enable France to pour · 

in upon the Dutch both by )and and fea; if then they 
muft be redeemed, let M ynhcer draw his purfe-ftrings; 

he is the m oft likely to fuffer. I £hou1d even be glad to 

fee a treaty made with France, wherein the name~ of 
Auftria and Holland, and every thing that has relation 
to them were omitted: fuch a treaty would be tr~tly 
Britifu. Let thofe good allies fiili for themfelves ; it 
will not be a little f~rviceable to us ; they will learn to 

prize our friendfhip the better ~or the future. And fuch 
a treaty would not, in faet, be of any bad confequence 
tp thofe powers; for, by retaining the French colonies, 

and keeping a fuperiority over their navy, we {hould be 

efer able to command refpeet from France, and give 

the neceffary proteCtion to our a~lies, and the indepen .. 

dency of the Germanic confiitution. 
Thus far, S1r, have I gone in purfuance of my pro• 

mife; but, before I conclude, there is fomething more { 

remains, the attempts on Louifiana and Martinic;o, ob· 

jech that require your moft particular and immediate 
attention, before we " fend fome thoufands more of our 

~' national troops" and recall our troops in Canada " to 

~' contribute to another viB:ory in G-y * ." It 
i6 full time to put in execution the fchemes againfr thofi 

place£, if ever intended : it is already the full feafon to 
prder, to expedite, the proper frores and forces to be 

feady to act early in the Spring. If difpatch w"s ufed, 

• Letter t9two Great Men, p. ~1. 
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( t -,;e tpight probably have fuch fucccfs as would enable the 

greater part of th~ forces on thofej fervi~es, to come 

home time enough to fuppl y the place of others to be 
fent tQ this fame Q---y~ if it fnould · be found fo 

yery eCr7nt~ally neceffary. Guadalupe capitul~!~d the 
latter ~h.d of April, and, it is very probable, neithe~ 
Loui~~~·a, .por Martipico, would hol~ out long~r thaq 
the latt~r end 9f May. It is true, our expeditions will 
~ake . pl~ce l~ter; but the French ·at G~adalup~ ~ad the~ 
~ fhong and powerful {rie~d and neighl?ou~ ~t Marti-: 
~ico? and was every holfr in expeCl:atiqn Qf a rdnf~rce-; 
mept pf land forces fr~pl th~nce, 'anp the affifl:apce ~ 
~e fqup.dron 'of M. Bo~part. B4t neither Louifiana, 

nor 14~rtinko c~~ ~av~ fuch e~pe8at;ons no~, t})ey hav~ 
110 neighb~ur fO (tJpply them Wfth flares and forces, a11d 
no fufficien~ fleet fro.m France to prote~ them. Th~ 

I ~ • • ( - • 

govern~rs of thofe places tperef9re, upon the lofs of Ne'? 

prlear,s, ~nd fort-~oyal, out of ~oJTlpafi.1o~ to th~ i~:
~abitant~, yvould u~douptedly rathe~ fur~endef? tha!l fe~ 
fire and fwo~d c~rried ipto the ycry hc~rt pf their (et

~lements. ~ut fuppofe they fhoqld hold out longer, a~~ 
the French fhould have a mind to trv another cam

paign in 0--:._y, and we to cx!!rt o~r utmofr to pre; 
vent their defigns there, Prince Ferdinand is at prcie11t 

~rong ~noug~ to ~mploy the whole French forces w!th 
an ~rmy of upwar~s of eighty thou[and men, moft 
~f therp as 'go?d foldiers as are to be fou11d in all Eu
rope, ~nd fuch as w~uld afford the French pretty good 
:r.afli~e. H~·wever, !f i~ {houid bq thought too weak, 
I can~ot fee why -yve might ~ot, ~ithout any hindrance 

: ~~ t~efe ~xpedit~ons, fEll (pare ten or twelve regiments . 
of. ... 
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pf · n antry, and fix or eight of cavalry to reinforce him. 

We have at prefent in England and Ireland ~bout forty 

!.egim~nts of infantry a,nd cavalry, befides the foot~· 
Puards and independent companies. Twenty regi"!' 

ments wjll certainly be enough fo.r our home q-:cafions, 

when we are not under the leaft apprehenfions of an in-
yafion, and baye fuch an cfrablifued militia in arms. ~ 
In reckoning oply t";epty regiments at home, I would 

imply, that the r~Jllaini~g eight might be emp~oyed 
· :againfr Martinico, whilfr t)lofe fro!Jl Canada 111ade thJ 
~ttempt on Louifiana: 

With regard to the praC\:icability of thefe attempt~, 
I believe, Sir, they are fcarce to be doubted. The na• 

tion is pretty well convinced, that Martinico tnight 

pave been ip our h~nds at pr~fcnt, if proper m~afJ.tre 
bad been taken. The whole f~cu.rity of that ifland de
pends on Fort-Royal, which lays low, in a bottom, 
furrounded by uqfortifi.~ expinencies ; a footing there 

:would ha ye enfur~d the reducHon :of ~he whole Hland .. 

}3ut the misfortune was, an officer commanded, wh$ 

wfs intirely un~t for ~he bufinefs: - but de mcrts~it . 
nil niji honum, I do n.qt reflea on his good intentions. 

·but a man, ~ll bi§ advan~ed years, is fubject to the i~
anities of pature ; hi~ coqcept~ons become obtufe and 

~anguid, ~p,.d h~s con~it~tion incapable of the neceff'ary 

fatigues of his office. An officer, fent to fuch a cli• 
mate, ~~d on fuch a command, ought to have all the 

~dva~t~ges of youth, and a lively ge~ius. I have fince 
often. thoug)1t it happy for the old gentleman, that he 
• ~~d th~re ; for had he came hom.e, there i~t ~eat reafon 
q~ • \, ... . • • • • 
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to believe his con duet would have required a firifr ex, 
~mination~ and, perhaps, the amende hon~urabla. 
· With regard to the attempt on Louifiana, might not 

the troops, under colonel Byrd and major Hamilton, 
with the affifr~nce of the other provincial troops, aa 
with vigour the enfuing campaign againfi: the Indians, 
who wquld, upon hearing fuch a force was coming 
:Jgainft them, very probably fub~it to any terms; and 
then, by tl1e afiiftan~e of our Indian allies, might not 

the army march againft the Fren'ch fettlef11:ents about 
Kappa; or, if that !hould not be thought pratlicable, by 
~~afon of the length of the march to it, might they not 
move to the wefiward, and retake our long loft fort of 
Albama? The troops from Canada (which would cer. 
tainly f<?rm an army of five or fix thoufand men) might, 
with the affifl:ance of tqe fquadron at Jam~ica, in the 
mean tim~, mak~ ~n attack on the French forts in th~ 
Gul_ph of Mexico j and, though fhips of burden might 
ineet witry difficulty in getting ~P the Miffifippi to New 
Orleans (whic~ t~ey c=ertainly will, if they do not go 
before the fre1hes come down the river;) yet the army 
lJl}ght, in a day or two, march up by land, and would~ 

o doubt, foon make a conquefi: of it, as the fort, tho:J 
form~d upon a regul~r plan, is weak, and built on a bad 
foundation : and, as frigate~ of thirty and forty g~ns 
p.n get up the channel, they would, no doubt, greatly 
e:·ontribute to the fuccefs of the la~d att~ck. · Ba1ize, 
.~1obile, and a ' few other forts n:ight? during this time, 
be reduced by the large lhips, and,- in this cafe, the in-
ttlior country mufi fubmit. . · 

And 
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And now~ Sir, before I entirely take my lea\' of 
you, permit me to hope the fame ftcadinefs of your 
mind, and the fame vigorous profe-cution of the war~ 
·which hav.(! hitherto gained you fuch unufual credit from 
your country. There are fome, and not a fmall num• 

ber neither, who have made it their bufinefs to propagate 

a notion; that we have no occafion to undertake any 
more offenfive expeditions againft them, becaufe, forfooth 

(as they fay) " we can have already conquered more 

" than we hope to retain ; and therefore, that it would 

'' be putting the .qation to. an immenfe ex pence to no 

'' manner of purpofe." But how can we be faid to do 

too much detriment to fuch an enemy as France; an 

enemy, who frill carries on the war with all the viru

lence of infernal fury, and who we know to be our na
tural rival? And, I can farther tell thefe gentlemen, that 
our prefcmt conqucfts are not to be retained, becaufe of 

their 1xtmt, but becaufe they are unnecejfary to be re

tained, and would be of little value to Great Britain; 

fuch as Canada, and their Eaft-India fettlements. I 
own, Sir, fuch infinuations have chagrined me much. 

Wherefore are they become fo predominant ? Can they 

be in the leaft conducive to the honout and welfare of 

Great Britai.n ? By conquering more, do we not ferve· 

ourfelves moft effeCtually? Have we not thereby an op
portunity to confult our true intereft, and what places 

are moft worthy our confideration ? Shall we not thereby 

difcover tbeir value to France, and convenience to our

felves ? Shall we not attack them in the tendcreft part, 

and reduce them to a neccffity of fubmitting to our 

terms more fpcedily ? France, Sir, is not to be confi-
dered 
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dered in the common clafs of adver(aries, but a~ the m6~ 
dangerous rival ; a rival; whofe great extent of power 

is much to be feared ; a rival; ever vigilant to promote 

meafures that are diametrically inconfifl:ent with our· 

welfare and fecurity;-- a rival, whofe interdl:s are, in 
every refpeCl:, incompatible with ours, and wliofe equa

lity of power with that of our own, is both unnatural 

al'ld impoffib]e. When I confider, Sir j 2r1l thcfe ci r
tumfiances, can I think fuch exceffive moderation arife• 

from a good caufe ! Can you, Sir, think it made out of 

friendlhip to yourfelf or the public! Let us recolleCt; 

Sir, with what ignominy we have treated our negoda

tors at the treaty of Utrecht, and with what confufior:r 
we rall to mlnd the tem1s of that peace, which, I wifl 
not fcruple to fay, Sir, gained us much larger ceffionS'. 

than are at 1uefent recommended by the tnoft zealouS' 

and immoderate ftickler agai~fr France. Gibralter,-

1tlinorca, and Newfoundland, are ever to be efieemcd 

invaluable acquilitions. Befides-, Sir, there were fe ... 

~;:ral immunities to be granted in favour of our c:om

tnerce; the fole ptopetty of St. hr.ftopller's was given 
up; and Dunkirk was lO be effeaually demoHlhed, an 
article then deemed of mon: confequence than all the 

ieft, and of which no ptomife or depofit was reckoned a 

fufficient pledge for the performance : it was given intO' 

our poffeffion before any treaty was concluded on. Had 

our miniftry made larger demands, they would certainly 

!lavc: been compl ied with. They di'd not omit then~ 

pon a pretence of moderation, but becaufe Frarce h~& 

no other objetl worth thcrr atkrng. We had very littl 

to appr bend from their 1\Jgar colonies, or.Canatla; he 
nation 
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nation was feldom involved in a direCt vv-ar with tL 
French in the latter, only to humour the Five Nations 
who at that time over-awed all Canada. They had 
d~ne us much injury in Newfoundland and St. Chrifro

pher's: thefe were quietly given ~up to us, without the 
leaft difficulty. \Vhat more then could we require? 
And yet, Sir; thefe were terms granted only to , draw 

us off f1om a confederacy, which, upon our defection, 
was frill able to have over-run all France; a confedc.., 
racy, Sir, that, bent upon the total fubvcrfion of Fran<;e 1 

was then carrying on the war againft her with the ut 

tnofi rigour, and for which we had, notwithfianding1 
procured a m oft advantageous barrier, at the good likinj 
of our gracious queen, from thofc very enemies which i~ 
was treating fo unmercifully. 

What, Sir, can I think, when I h'avc feen thefe in~ 
finuations prevail ; when I have feen England have forty 

thoufand men idle the greateft part of a year, and no 

expedition· undertaken to opprefs the common enemy! 

Does it not feem as if moderation was adopted ? If it 

was deemed fo very dan'gerous to our continental af..: 
fairs, ~o fend any forces upon a fordgn attempt, might 
hey not have been employed on the French coafl:? 

While the war lafis, it muft be juft to exert ourfelves 
to the utmoft agair.fi our common enemies, and to da 
them the grcatcft detriment we can: it is even incumbent 

on us, in order to put a fpeedy conclufion to it; efpe
cially when we find, that if thefe enemies fubmit" to z 
peace, it will be, becaufc they cannot carry on the 
war any longer. 1\Aight not our large ufelcfs fleets at 
the Leeward Ifland~ be e ployed in dcfiroying th ... 
.freoch forts at Grenade and Cayenne? Might we not 

U bombar 



bombard St. Malces and Havre-de-Grace to more et-
fetl than we have dor..e? ln fhort, Sir, might n~t our 

men of war be as well fhattered in deftroying a Frenc~ 
fcrt, as in fruitlefs cruizes, and playing ~t po-peep be~ 
fore frepch ports r And I cannot think, Sir, but that a 

ball, from a F1ench cannon or mufket, would be muc~ 
m~rc asreeable to a Britiih tar, than dying a lingering 

· ~~ath by the fet!tvy, in watchi~g the enemy's motions·. 

The glorious r7 59 had near frio-htencd the Frcnc. to a 

fcparate peace: tl'e inglorious I 760 feem.3 to have given 

them frc£:1 courage; they t:1ll~ of nothing but carrying 

on the war with vigour, and, in co!1ccrt with their a1-

!its. Has r.ot, Sir., the countcrm:mding the late cxpc

~"ltion (which was, i.r.decd, fufficicnt to have put P:tris 

itfclf into confufion, and counterm:mded, no borly 

know:s how nor wherefore) rather excited tl1ern to a con~ 
'ri11u2ncc of the war? I!ave th~y not been apt to think 

too f;wourably of Engl!fh hi.~manity a!'d mcderation, or 

tat her, b:lVC they .r.ot had rea fen to think that ·.vc bn p 

adopted French ficlr !encfs, and c.re tir::.:d of \'ir?:.c.ry an cl 
fucc..:rs? From whatever caufe, Sir, th2-t expedition 
w:'.s cour..tcrmandcd, 1 t me f4y, it wc..c; (lcrogatory to 

the hoLo,!r of the nation. After having the troops 

<'olleeled from tli!= m oft diftz..nt quarters ~f the two kin,_,

dams, a gtcat number of tranfports kept ~n p:'.y, anq 

waiting for them ; and then after thcfc trocps h<1d got 

to their deftincd rorts, t~ be embarked only tn be dil._ 

e:11har"Ked again, mufi crc:1tc fufr,icrons not ·.'cry fa\·our

able, eit~1er to the plan, or the tlire8ors of its execu

tion. The no.tion, Sir, has made large fupplics, they 

·vuuhl not l~ment them, wh::n they tee tl.e rcclitudc of 
their 

, 
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~ltdr application: but, when they fee thefe fuppHe~ 
profufely lavifhed away by thoufands, and are ig

'porant of the caufc, _mufi: they not complain, and 

~hink rather cenforioufiy? T:o fay, Sir, the opportu

nity of fucceeding in that plan was lofr? is abfurd : 

there~ were other objeCls, perhaps "of much more im
portance to this nation, and, I am fure, of much lefs 

'difficulty, remained unattemptep, and which it was the 

very feafon to put in execution. 
vV e have indeed heard, that another expedition is 

adopted : fhips have been fheathed, tlte forces ordered 

to embark, and what, for a long time, feemed rather 

intended to amufe the people, and bully France, is, ac .. 

carding to appearances, upon the point of excution. 

Let me hope, Sir, it may not mifcar~y at the laft ! Let 

!Ue hope, Sir, as I have reafon to think from the fheath· 

ing of the fhips, that it is direCted againft Martinico ! 
If I am wrong in that conjeCture, at leaft permit me to 

hope it will immediately occur to your confideration. 

~f that ifland ought to be taken·, proper meafures ought 

to be ~_aken immediately to put it in execution. We 
find our numcrou eets do not hinder the French land .. 
ing forces and ftores of-a IT kinds: the little- fquadron 

under I\11. Macarti, landed upwards of five hundred 

foldiers at Martinico the latter end oflaft Summer; and 

M. Dugue Lambe~t? w~th tl,.ree or four £hips more un

cler his command, failed lately with five hundred of the 
royal grenadiers, and great quantitie9 of warlike ftores. 

If we v:ou1d therefore take Martinico, we muft be ex

peditious; the longer the atte~pt is delayed, the more 

·mprall!cable we ih011l ~nd it, 
Rem cm~ 



Remember, Sir, that this is the nice jurichrre,- th~· 
critical moment, when you ~re· to give your countr:z 
the welcome proofs of the brightnefs of your genus, and 
the elevated fcntiments of }Ot~r foul. Great Britain 
h:1th unanimoufly referred itfelf to t~e aufpicious name 
and pcrfon of P-T : you received the proffered fervicP, 

like a man who thoug~t nobly, and intended to acquit 
himfclf moR: honourably ; and we have hitherto !flat
tered ourfelves you hav~ adhered to thefe principles,. 
Even now the ·attention of our fenators, o~ all good 

men, ana true Britons, is fixed on you; on you a1on~ 
they depend, waiting, with the impatience of people 
who are over-burdened wi~h a load they want to re
lieve themfelves of, tpe time when they may exprefs 
their gratitude defervedly; and when you, Sir, may ex

pect it as a fmall tribHtc due to· fuch a g~orious victory. 

Remember, Sir, in whatever capacity you aB:, and in· 

whatever public fration you ·are employed,. that 11oble 
fentimcnt of John de Witt, which he applied to the 
.Dutch ; be it ever uppermofl: in your thoughts, and ever 
):our une:ring principle in deed. "Navigation " (faid 
f1ej " the 'filhery, commerce, and manufactures, are 
" the four p1 Iars of the fiatc they ought not to be de
'' bilitated, or incommoded. by any incumbrance what• 

~' foevcr; it is they give fubfifi:encc to the inhabitants~ 
'~ and bring riches into the country." 

I. ~m, S I R, &c. 

An unprejudiced Obfcryerq· 

F I N I S~ 






