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A 

L E T T E R, &c. 

MY LORD, 

I AM perfuaded that nehher your lord

ihip nor the public will imagine that 

the enfuing pages are meant to revive any 
of our political controverfies, which, ever 

fince his prefent majefty's happy acceffion, 

have been confined to the cabinet, but have 

not divided. the people. The latter, when 

fatisfied either through opinion or experience 

of the honefry and fufficiency of the mini

fiers, are more traCtable to government~ 

and more unanimous in fentiment, than 

perhaps any people in Europe. 
But, my Lord, though the people of 

England, with a pleafing kind of refigna ... 

B tion, 
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tion to the will of their fl:lperiors, beef 
held a French minifler, the moft ob
noxious to them, perhaps, of any that 
could have been fent from the continent,. 

negotiating at this court upon the mofi: im
portant concerns ; yet an event has hap
pened, that, if not explained, · bids fair to 

unhinge that unanimity, which has fo lately 

become the glory and happinefs of this 

ifland. It is my zeal for its continuance~ 
that draws upon your lordfhip this addrefs ; 

in which, under the fand:ion of your lord-

1hip's name, a flame fo agreeable and re

fpeCl:able to the public, I fhall endeavour to 
prove, 

Firft, That a foliil, honourable, and advan
tageous peace, in the priflnt circu1'!f/ances 

if Great-Britain, exhau.fled as her people, and 

multi'pf;ring as her debts are, is preferable to 
the mqfl Jplendid Juccejjes of war. 

Second! y, 'I hat fit eh a peace. would give 
Great-Britain an opportunity, with honour and 
credit for the future, to decli11e all continental 

conneCiions, attended with Jitch a profi!fion of 
blood 
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blood and treafitre, as thofe jbe zs n~w en
gaged in. 

Thirdly, 'Ibat thz's Jj'flenz can 1.·eceive 
no manner of jhock by the re)ignation of the 
r.ight honourable gentleman who a few days 
ago gave up the feals of his rjjice. 

Fourthly, That the fame right honour
able gentleman and his friends, wbofe pa
triotijm and di.Jinterejled attachment to their 
country cannot be quejlioned, wilt and mtijt., 
in conftjlence with that charaCler, co-operate 
in the fame good work, whether he or they 
are in place) or out of place, as they ca11not 
be fuJPeEled of dijlrejjing his majfjiy' s mea-
Jures, even fuppqjing thofe meafures not f() 

. be their own. 

· My Lord, I cannot enter on a difcuf ... 

fion of the firfr of thofe propofitions, 

without obferving that, notwithftanding 

the greatnefs of our fucceffes, neither his 

majefiy, nor his royal grandfather, have 

faid they would preflribe, and not nego• 
tiate a peace. The appointment of the 

congrefs at Augsbourg, the naming pleni-
B z potentia,ies, 
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potentiaries, the intercourfe of miniilers~· 
are all of them fo many :fieps that indicat~ 
a negotiation; and where there is a nego-

' tiation previous to a treaty, it has, in all 
the courfe of hifiory antient and modern, 

been fuppofed that fomewhat is to be 
given up on both fid~s ; on that of the 

prevailing, as well as on that of the de"'! 
clining, or even projlrate, party. Ed ward 

the Third, my Lord, though at the gates 
of Paris with a viCtorious army, gave up 
a great deal by the treaty of Bretigny; 

nor did Henry the Fifth difdain to con

,Iude that of Trpyes, while in fact he was 

poffelfed of three-fourths of all France. 

This being pren1ifed, it is neceifary, in 

order to fix the terms of a jufi and ho

noprable peace, that we examine what is 
to be given qp by Gre~t-Britain, fhould 

~he congrefs of Augsbourg take plac~ ; for 

I {hall not affront o~r fanguine patriots fo 
much, as tc:1 prefume that Frapce has any 

tping to give us, but her acquiefcence in 

what 9?all be a9reed upon at tpe congrefs, 

il~4 
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and her good faith io performing it. But 

even this acquiefcence, I mofi humbly 

fuppofe, mufi be purchafed by fome con

cefljons on the part of Great- Britain. 

What thofe conceffions ought to be, 'is 

the prefent quefiion. 

I am not, my Lord, afraid to fay, that 

according to the fituation, the intereft, 

and even the genius of the Britifu nation, 

they ought to afpire to no acquifi.tions but 

thofe of commerce. The prefent war was 

begun not with a view of enlarging, but 

of proteB:ing, our trade. But the expence 

of blood and treafure with which it has 

been attended, renders it far from being 

unreafonable that we fhould be indemni

fied by the enlargement, as well as the 

fecurity and proteCtion, of that trade. 

The French encroached upon our back 

fettlements ; they ereCted a chain of forts 

that bade fair, and that too in a few years, 

either to thruft us from all our poffeffions 

Q pon the continent of America, or to ren

p.er them infignificant ~o their mother-

countrv. "'. 
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ountry. The quefiion is, while matter 
-were in that fituation, what terms would 
the Engli!h crown and minifiry have in

fified upon ? 
As I believe there is not a man of fenfe 

in Europe, who does not believe that at 
the beginning of the war, fecurity for 
our American fettlements was all we ex

l'·eCl:ed, and all we required, I mull: be 
of opinion that had the French then of
fen~d us that, they might have had that 

peace \vhich I believe they would be glad 
of now. Their obftinacy was equally in

folent as unfurmount~ble i nor can we 
wonder at it in a people that 1neafures 
·right by power. They had a flouriihing 
n1arine on the feas of Europe, and on 

the continent of Am~rica a great empire, 

which they thought nature and art equally 

ontributed to render inacceffible to our 

arms. Some events at the beginning of 

_ the war, difadvantageous to us more in 
imagination than reality, confirmed them 
ifl tQ~ir pbfiinacy, and thr~w us into a 

defpondency) 
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defpondency, or rather fever, that gave 

the feats to the right honourable gentle

man who lately refigned then1. 

No minifier, perhaps, ever entered into 

power with greater advantages on his fide. 

His perfonal and family connections, the 

good opinion his fovereign had of him, 

with the homage the people paid to his 
integrity and abilities, left him nothing to 

wilh for.. All the departments in govern

ment were filled up by his nomination, 

and every fcheme he laid down was adopt
ed, even before it was examined. 

As I here intend to fiick clofe to the 

firft head 1 propofed, 1 fhall not deviate 

from it ( tho' perhaps it would be no de

viation) by any obfervations on the vafi: 

acceffions his popularity acquired by the 

mifcarriage of our fleet in the Mediterra

nean, and that unaccountable ridiculous 

meafure of fending for Heffians and Ha .. 

noverians to proteCt Great Britain, with 

many other favourable accidents of the 
fame kind. It is unquefiionable, that his 

fir it. 
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£dl meafures were more vigorous, and 
therefore more to the tafle of his mafter,. 

than any that had ever been propofed be

fore: I cannot, however, be of opinion, that 

all of them were of equal utility. The firfr 
expedition which was fchemed, I mean 

the conqueft of Rochfort, had it been fuc-

. cefsful, would have been of vafi: and du
rable advantage to this nation. But tho; 

it mifcarried, the honourable gentleman's 

enemies, if he had any, were much more 

candid to him than his friends were to the 

former miniflry in the cafe of Byng's mif

carriage, and the lofs of Minorca. No 
tongue or pen was employed in irnputing 

to him the failure of that expedition, tho' 
it was effected perhaps through as lhock

ing mifmanagement as any to be met 

with in the Britilh hifiory. As to the 
two defcents on the continent of France, 

faid by the gentleman;s friends to have 

been projeCted by him, to make the French 

fenfible that they were vulnerable in their 

own territories, I can by no means fee the 

3 good 
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good effects they were attended with tG 

this nation. I think they have proved the 

French to be invulnerable ; becaufe I 
mufi be of opinion that there is a diffe

rence between a fcratch and a wound. 

Perhaps, when we confider that both thofe 

expeditions coil: us an immenfe expence, 

and fome blood, if not difgrace, it \vill 

puzzle the warmeft friend the right ,ho

nourable gentleman has, to point out one 

national purpofe they anfwered, if we ex-. 

cept the fplendid parade of carrying the 

cannon of Cherbourg to the Tower of 

London, and the proof that France was 

acceffible upon her own coafl:s. \V ere I 
to hazard conjecture, I might perhaps fay 

they have been fo far detrimental to us, as 

they have taught France the manner of 

our defcents, and the means of guarding 

againft them for the future. 

The conquefl: of Canada, it 1nay be faid, 

was a plan laid down by the fame right 
honourable gentleman. I !hall ad1nit that 
it was, and that it has redounded greatly 

to 
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to his honour. But will the moll: idolatrou~ 
adn1irer of-that gentlernan deny, that had 

. not Providence, for I lhall not call it 

Chance, co-operated with the incredible 

refolution of the Britifh troops, and the 
Britilh general, it mufi have been felt as 
the m oft fatal, and conjidered as the m oft 
extracvagant fchen1e that ever was attempt-

ed to be put into execution by this coun

try. Whoever throws his eyes upon the 
1afi letter on that fubject, written by the 
brave general Wolfe, compared with the 

fubfequent operations, which almofl:, by 
miracle, proved to be fuccefsful, mufl be 

of that opinion. N otwithfianding this, I 
Jhall admit, that the conquefi: of Ca .. 

nada was a great, a folid, and a glorious 
acquifition to Great Britain. 

I fhall not here difpute, tho' perhaps I 
tnight be {upported in difputing it, whe
ther the reduction of Louisbourg was 

planned by him or not. Be that as it will 
' it is certain the conquefl of Louisbourg 

was but a negati~ue advantage, and no ac-

quifition 
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quifition to Great Britain ; and that the 

fame was not only planned but executed 

under a miniftry, in which I believe nei

ther the right honourable gentleman, ~or 
his friends, \vill pretend that they had the 

fmallefl: interefi. your lord!hip may per

ceive that I do not here attempt to raife 

any argument from the very difputable 

meafure of demolifhing the fortifications 

of that place, w~ich, by the privateering 

turn, to our difadvantage, the war has taken 

in thofe places, mufi, if ftanding, have 

been of infinite fervice to the Britifu lhip

ptng. 

I !hall readily admit, that the conquefl: 

of Goree and Senegal was entirely owing 

to him ; and that he !hewed great fagacity 

in falling in with the plans laid before him 

for reducing thofe places, by perfons who 

were acquainted with their firength and 

fituation. But, my Lord, the quefiion 

with me is, whether Great Britain hitherto 

has found thofe acq uifitions to be of fo 

great advantage as they were given out to 
C 2 be 
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be to our intereft and con1merce; ·whe ... 

ther they are not, in faCt, the grave of 

Englilh fubjeB:sJ or whet! er they ever can 

con1penfate for that immenfe mortality 

that is entailed upon our poffeffing them. 

The conquefi: of Belleifle, my Lord, is 
another flower I !hall readily admit to 

have been added to the Britifu garland by 

the fame right honourable gentleman. I 
call that conqueft, my Lord, a flower, 

becaufe I think no reafonable man, either 

at home or abroad, can imagine that it will 
be permanent ; or if permanent, that it 

will not coft us fifty times more than 

it is worth. I ihall, however, admit, that 

it was right to reduce that ifland, be

caufe, whatever it may be worth to us it is 
of vaft confequence to France, and may 

claim a proper equivalent in a fubfequent 

negotiation; not to mention the great 

figure we have acquired by the conqueft of 

it in the eyes of all the reil: of Europe. 

Our conquefis in the Eaft Indies, my 
Lord, I can by no means adtnit to have 

been 
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been in any degree owing to the C{)uncil~ 
of the right honourable gentleman in 

quefiion ; for tho' both the royal troops 

and fhipping were employed in them, yet 
the plan was laid and attempted long be

fore the right honourable gentleman came 

into the· adminifrration ; and confidering 

the prefent confl:itution of that company, 

it may be difputed whether the advan

tages refulting from thofe conquefis are 

national or partial. 

I have ftated thofe confiderations, my 

Lord, not from any malignity towards the 

honourable gentleman, but becatife Ami
cus Plato fed tnagis a mica veritas, I love 

him much, but my country more ; and I 
am forry to fee too many of my fellow

fubjeCl:s fo far deluded, as to think that 

the refignation of Mr. P-is but another 

term for the defl:ruetion of Great Britain. 

Their zeal, by the bye, pays but a very 

forry compliment to his prefent majeily 

and his royal grandfather, · and the confti-

tution of this country ; for they cannot 
attri ... 
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attribute all our fucceifes and glory to him 

without fuppofing him to be what is incon

fifient with the Britiili government, a jir/l, 
a foie, nay an independent minifl:er. Your 

Iordlhip, I am fure, knows far better than 

I do, that no man can dictate at a Britiili 

council-board ; and that every public 

fcheme that is to be executed, muil: have 

the approbation of the fovereign, or a ma

jority at his council-board, or both. 

Having faid this much, my Lord, give 

me leave to add, it has been too frequent 

in this country, in the heat of conqueft, 

and while the acclamations of triumph are 

tingling in our ears, for both minifters and 

people to fl:rike into fplendid deviations 

from the national interefi; and I think 

every conqueft is fuch when it cofis more 

than it is worth ; and when its impor

tance does not anfwer its maintenance. I 
iliall not here pofitively aver this to be 

the cafe with regard to the conquefts of 

Great Britain during the prefent war ; but 

if it is a fafe, and an honourable peace,(that 

I may . 
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I may keep to my firfi propofition,) may 
certainly be made tho' we give fuch con

queils up. I have hitherto defignedly 

avoided the mention of our acquifition of 
Guadaloupe, becaufe the public voice, or 
rather one part of the public, feems to put 

it in competition with that of Canada. 

That it was conquered during the admi

niftration of the right honourable gentle

man here pointed at, is certain ; but that 

it was conquered in confequence of his 
plan, is more than quefl:ionable. If the 

plan was originally his, he intrufl:ed the 
execution of it to perhaps the mofi: im

proper officer, \Vith regard to enterprize, 

in his majefi:y's fervice. The confequence 

was fuitable to the charatler of the per

fan employed, for it mifcarried, and mif

carried in fuch a manner, that the public 

is fiill at a lofs to account how it pofiibly 

could mifcarry. That it \Vas refumed 

\vill not, I believe, be pretended by the 
gentleman's friends, to have been owing to 

his advice or dire~ion ; and all the \Vorld 

knows, 
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knows, that we owe the poffeillon of the 

ifland to that temerity, ·which, when un

fuccefsful in war, is termed madnefs, and 

""Nhen fuccefsful, heroifm. I am far from 

faying this to derogate from the merit of 

the general, the officers, and the troops 

who made the conqueft. The greateft 

names in hifiory owe their lufire to a 

happy tetnerity; and had not the attempt 

been refumed, the enen1ies of Great-Bri

tain might have laughed her to fcorn at 

feeing her arms baffled. 

This review, my Lord, of our viCto

ries and conquefl:s durihg the right hono

rable gentleman's ad1ninifiration, can by 
no means be thought impertinent, becaufe 

however important or unimportant they 

were, it is extren1ely plain, that the pub

re voice did him injuftice in attributing 

thetn folely to him. But let us fall in 

with the madnefs of his admirers fo far, 

as even to admit he was the foie direCtor, 

1hall we fwell his other praifes with that 

of having been frugal of the public mo-

ney? 
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ney. 1\1y Lord, I do not fay that h 
fquandered it, but I mufl: be of opinion 
that his was the moft expenfive admini
firation that Great-Britain ever did fee, 
and, I hope, ever will fee again ; and 
that all the en1oluments that poffibly 
can accrue to us from our conq uefts, are 
infufficient to indemnify us for the fixth 

part of the annual interefl: of the money 
they cofl: us. 

I know, my Lord, the con1mon cant 

of lhallow politicians, that the money is 
all fpent an1ongft ourfelves. Admitting it 
is, and that no kind of confideration is to 
be had to the principal, but fiill the year
ly interefi muft be paid, and it cannot be 

paid without a yearly multiplication of 
taxes ; what the confequence of this tnufi 
he in the end, is worthy of ferious atten
tion. 

When the right honourable gentlemar 
fidl: came into the direCtion of affairs, W< 

were told from the throne, that the more 
vigorous our preparations for war were, 
and the more briskly it was pufhed, ~·e 

D mufl: 
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muft the fooner come to an end of it; 
or, in other words, the more money you 

lay out this year, you will be obliged to 
lay the lefs out next year. The public 
chearfully adopted this doCtrine : the 
money was raifed without murmuring~ 
and the war went on with vigour ; but, 

however, it was far from being ended. 

Next year, double the money was wanted, 
the fan1e language was made ufe of, and 
the public were taught, in terms of the 
homely proverb, Not to lofe a hog for a 
halfpennyworth of tar. The money ac
cordingly was again raifed without mur
muring. Now, to be fure, this immenfe 

fum mufi: do the bufinefs ; France, be
fore the campaign is over, mufl: be 

brought t(') her marro\v-bones, and then 

there is an end of thofe immenfe demands. 
No; the next, and another feffion is u!h
ered in with the fame aifurances, and the 
fame demands; and lhould the war con
tinue, I !hall not at all be furprized to fee 

the enfuing feffion opened in the fame 
:fhain. 

2 Taxes, 
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Taxes, my Lord, as well as all other 

matters of policy, have their bounds, and 

thefe are fixed in a j u £1: proportion be

tween the exigencies of the fiate, and the 

abilities of the people. Exigencies fo

reign to the interefis of a people; exigen
cies contrived to replenifh the rattle of 

popularity, or to gratify a ufelefs, favourite, 

perhaps a baleful, paffion in the people, 

mufi in the end create demands that fur

pafs their ability to fatisfy. This, my 
Lord, ever has been, and ever will be, 

attended with one of two confequences ; 

either the crown muft become abfolute, or 
contemptible. In this country, where 

public faith is the faith of parliament, 

the laft confequence is moll: to be feared. 

The manufaCturer, the labourer, and 

the mariner, muft work for the credit of 

the public ; and a fufficiency will not re

main to. fupport either the proper dignity 

or power of government, or to anfwer 

the future ncceffary exigencies of ftate. 

Suppofing, for infiance, the prefent ~Nar 
D 2 \Va~ 
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was to laft, at its prefent expence, for 
two years longer, that is, fuppofing the 

public debt to be increafed about 8oo,oool. 
a year; add this to the imrnenfe annual 

interefi \Ve already pay, and let me ask 
any reafonable man, whether Great-Bri

tain, extended as her com1nerce, and 

powerful as her armaments are both by 
fea and land, will be able to anfwer the 

den1and, and at the fame time raife the 

money for the neceffary purpofes of go

vernment. 
Your lord1hip may perceive that I make 

no quefiion about raifing the principal 

film, for I make no doubt that in two 

years time it might be raifed. But, my 
Lord, I an1 fingular enough to think that 

to be one of the worft fymptoms attend

ing the civil frate of Great .. Britain, be-

caufe it plainly evinces the immenfe pro
fit arifing to the public creditors, and 

which n1ufi: abfolutely accrue from the 

labour of the husbandrnan, the merchant, 

the rnariner, and the manufacturer. Here 

I know 
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I know it may be faid, and it has been 

faid, w by not tax the funds ? The an

fwer is, fuch a taxation would be unjuft 

in itfelf, and de!l:ruB:ive of public credit. 

They who have n1oney in the funds, 

pay, in common with thofe who have not, 

their proportion in the taxes upon the or

dinary necefTaries, conveniencies, or luxu

ries of life ; and iliould the parliament 

break in to the bargain they n1ade with 

the public creditors, it muft depart from 

its good faith, the only confideration 

which hitherto has fupported public 

credit. 

From what has been faid, I apprehend it 

to be extremely clear that the credit of the 

public muft be over!l:rained, the moment 

our debts becorne fuch that the govern

n1ent cannot, within the year, raife the 

annual interefi of them ; and I ihuuld be 

glad to know how ·we can more effeCt

ually come to that melancholly pafs, than 

by continuing the galloping manner we 

have been in for fotne years pafr. There 
s 
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is no want of money, fays a fanguine citi
zen, for carrying on the war. I fay, fo 
n1uch the worfe. The difficulty does not 
l ie in the fubjeets fupp1ying the govern
m ent, but in the government repaying the 

fubject. n ihort, can th is nati0n, with 
all its riches and grandeur, in time of 
peace, every year raife eight millions of 

money ? Frugality and ceconomy I know 

can do great things ; yet give me leave, 

my Lord, to fay they cannot work impof
fibilities. I call it an impoffibility to re

duce the inten:dl: owing to the creditors of 
the public. 

I admit tl at that interefi: has been re
duced. But how ? not by making the 
parliarnen tary faith ftlo de fe, in faying to 

its creditors you £hall accept of fo nJ uch 
interefi, whether it pleafes you or not ; 

but by giving the creditor a fair and honefl: 
option, which is frequent in common life, 
"Either accept of the interefl: I am willing 
to pay, or take back your principal.'' A 

government, my Lord, may talk that lan-

guage 



[ 23 ] 
guage when it owes but fixty millions, 
without much danger of being taken at its 
word ; or if it is, without much difficulty 
of fulfilling it ; but where is the min~fier 
who will venture to fpeak in that fiile 
when the public debt is more than dou

ble that fum, and when the alternative 

lies between the creditor's receiving his 
principal, or his accepting an annual fum 
that falls ihort of the natural intereft of 

money in this country ? But this point is 

of itfelf fo extremely clear th~t I ihall in 

:fifi upon no longer. 

I am, however, fotnewhat concerned to 
reflect, it is poffible fome well-meaning 
people may think I ought not to tell 
thofe matters in Gath, or to publilh them 
in Ajkalon. Alas ! my Lord, they are 
truths that are already but too well known 
to the Philifiines, and even to the daugh
ters of the Philifiines: they are the truths 
that make them rejoice. They are truths 

that feem to be hid only from ourfelves; 
and for that reafon they the more require 

to be pubJilhed. The whole prefent de-

pendence 
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pendence of France is upon our continu

ing the war till our public credit !hall be 

overfirained ; and then we muft do with

out an equivalent, and with iliame, that 
which we may do now to our advantage 

and with honour. 
I hope I iliall not be undedl:ood as 

fuggefiing, that we are to forego all we 
have gained by this war, rather than con
tinue it. No; nothing can be farther 

from n1y thoughts ; nothing ought to be 
further from the thoughts of any man who 

values the interefi: and reputation of this 
country. But, my Lord, I am free enough 
to fay, I think we have done enough for 
the purpofes of advantage, and perhaps too 

much for thofe of glory. His majefiy 
mufi have thought, in the terms of my firil: 
propofition, that a folid, honourable, and 
advantageous peace, is preferable to the 
moil: fplendid fucceffes of \var; when in 

the middle of thofe fuccdfes he named his 
plenipotentiaries for the congrefs of Augs
bourg. Were that congrefs now holding 

(and I muft acknowledge I am forry it is 
not) 
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hot) we iliould not be obliged to comply 
with unreafonable demands. Should the 
French fay to us, "You !hall give us back 
~bee, Guadaloupe, or Senegal," ·we fay, 
no. What is the confequence ? the \var 
continues, but not a war of en~erprize and 

offence, but of [elf-defence and ju!ticc. 
We. are in poffeffion ; let us throw the la
bouring oar upon France ; let her fpend 

thofe fums upon enterprize and offence 
that we have expended; and then let us fee 
how long {he \vill continue in her in1pe

rious mode. But as I cannot help looking 

upon the French to be a fenfible people, 
fo I can by no means imagine that they 
\vill talk in that firain, or that they are not 

willing to make proper al!ow~nces for 
thofe fucce1Tes that have been attended 
with fuch a profufion of our blood and 
treafure. 

The quefiion however ftill recurs; 
'\V hat is a iolid, honourable, and advan

tageous peace ? To folve this quefiion, 
my Lord, I tnufi have a retrofpect to the 
principle upon \vhich the war \Vas under-

E taken 
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taken and conduCted, which was that of 

fecurity to our American poffeffions. Th~ 
conq ueft of ~bee and Canada, tho' ra

ther an accidental, than a primary, objeCt, 

is faid to be conducive to that fecurity ; 

and if it really is, let us retain both. Your 

lord!hip bell: knows, whether M. Buffy, · 

before he departed from London; did 

not publicly declare tha:t his mafter 

never would renounce his right to Q£_e
bec, were he befieged in his palace of 
Verfailles by a hundred thoufand men. 

But, my Lord, I am far from thinking 

that this declaration was either fincere or 

nnreafonable. It is well known that mi• 

nifiers, efpecially French minifiers, em

ploy the loudefi language when they are 

infirucred to make the amplefi conceffions. 

Had fuch a minifier as Sir William Tem

ple heard M. Buffy make fuch a declara ... 

tion, he would immediately have whif

pered into his mail:er's ear, that he was 

fure he had fomething very like a Carte 

Blancbe in his pocket. I mufi therefore 

thin!~ the declaration was made to enhance 

the 
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tbe value of his conceffions, and from 
fome fympton1s, he itnagined he difco
vered in his majeil:y's council, of fondnefs 
for peace on any terms. 

But, my Lord, as I have already hinted, 
fuppofing the declaration to be fincere, I 
cannot think, that even if his Mofl: Chrif

tian Majefiy flicks by it, it can be of the 
leaft obfiruCtion to our concluding a folid, 
honourable_, and advantageous peace. Our 

pofieffion of Jamaica is of, at leafi, as 

much confequence to us as our po0ef11on 
of ~ebec ; and yet the Spaniards, not
withfianding the many treaties .we have 

had with then1, and the friendiliip that 

has for thefe twelve years fubilfied be
tween us and them, have never renounced 

their right to Jamaica. We keep it not
withfianding, and I hope we always fhall 

keep it. In !hart, my Lord, \verc a peace 
made to-morrow under the ampleil: re
nunciation on the part of France, of aB we 
have conquered, I fhould think poileflion 
our beft, if not our only, fecurity. Ie 

muft be a novice in hifiory, indeed, \vho 
~ 2 is 
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is ignorant that the capital maxim of the 
French monarchy is, that all renuncia

tions are, of thernfelvcs, void and of nQ 

effeB:, if they tend to the prejudice of the 

crown ; and, my Lord, on the principles 

of Inonarchy linked with thofe of heredi

tary fucceffion, I an1 not fure h\lt they 

are in the right. At leait, were I a Bri
tiili n1inifier or counfellor, I G1ould be e·x~ 
tremely tender of advifing his majefiy tQ 

renounce, even for himfelf, the mofi: dif-

putable right he has. 
" But the French will not make peace, 

unlefs we give ba_ck ~bee." Then let 

them tnake war, and try to recover it. As 
they can have no hopes of that, it is ab
furd to irnagine, that, with the viper, they 

will Eck L.1e file, and in1agine their blood 

to b..; ours. Upon the v;hole, therefore, if 
it is in our breaft to keep po1Ieffion of Ca
nada, againft all the po·wer of France, as it 
undoubted] y is; and if that poffeffion is 

·necdfary for the fecurity of our Arne-

rican colonies, \ve never can imagine, 

that the negotiations for peace will be ob-
I · ftrueted 
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firuB:ed on that account. I lhould not 

even be either furprifed or ferry to fee the 

treaty between us an~ France publilhed 

by authority, \V:ithout ei,ther Canada or 

~bee being once mentioned in i c. No 

man of the leafi knowledge or experi

ence in life can doubt, that the mofi: ex

prefs ftipulations on the part ofF ranee on 

that head, will laft no longer than her 

inability to brea~ thetn. 

I iliall DO\V turn my view to the oe1er 

important conquefi we have n1ade upon · 

the French in America ; I mean that of 

Guadaloupe. This, tho' a fortunate ac

quifition, muft be acknowledged to be 

extraneous to the ·original neceifary prin
ciple upon which the \Var began; and 

therefore I mufl: be of opinion, that our 

returning it cannQt affeCt that fecuri;y for 

which \\'e fought at firft. But are \\-.. e to 

return it after the expence \Ve have been 

); at in conquering it ? I iliould be- as loth, 

my Lord, as any man in England, to agree 

to our giving back the fnlalleft portion of 

what we have acquired from France, did 
I not 



[ 30 ] 

I not think fuch a ceffion infinitely pre

ferable to the continuance of this devour

ing expenfive war. But, in fact, is our 

retaining Guadaloupe of that vaft confe

quence to this nation as has been repre

fented ? Have not thofe reprefentations 

been exaggerated beyond the bounds of 

truth, probability, and give n1e leave to 

fay, of poffibility, by a fet of men in this 

iiland, who find their interefl: in difcou

faging the planters of our own iilands, 

and in endeavouring to render their com

tnodity a drug ? I ihall readily admit, that 

the greater the quantity of fugar is that 

comes to Great Britain, it is fornuch the bet

ter for us. But can that fugar be raifed no 

,vhere but in Guadaloupe? If the public 

is not grofly mifinformed by thofe who 

have the befl: opportunities of knowing, 

the neutral iilands, which France is willing 

to relinquifh tu us, and which, at a very 

littleexpence, v;e canrendertenableagainfl: 

a1l her power, n1ay with proper cultiva

tion be made capable of producing more 

f 1gar than either Guadalou pe or Martini-

eo, . 
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£0; or indeed both together. When I 

mention this, I am far from under

va~uing the acquifition of Guadaloupe. 

I know it to be of great importance, 

but in1 portant as it is, I think the refiora

tion of peace to this country is more fo ; 

efpecially if our refigning GuadaJoupe can 

be compenfated, as it certainly may be, 

by our peaceable poifeffion of the neutral 

iilands. Add to this, that Guadaloupe is 

by no means neceifary, as Quebec is, to the 

prefervation of our American po!Teffions. 

Rationally fpeaking, therefore, upon the 

whole, that peace muft be folid, honour

able, and advantageous, that not only an

fwers the end for vvhich \Ve took up arms, 

but gives us fuch an additional fecurity, as 

renders it alrpofi morally impoffible for the 

French ever to become again either our 

rivals or our enen1ies in North America. 

Thus far I have confined myfelf to what 

was properly the primary object of the 

war. I no\V proceed to a fe\v confidera

tions concerning the confequcnces, or the 

fecondary objects ; and fuch' I take our 

concern 
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concern in Germany to be. Our co~
neCtions with the king of Pruffia were 

formed by the injufl:ice of France, who, in 
confequence of a quarrel in America, at.

tacked his majefiy's electoral dominions in 

Gennany. The right honourable gentle

man who has lately refigned, is the beil 

judge in what terrns he and his friends 

ufed to talk of continental connections. 

'They too can beft account why, in the pro

grcfs of the war, thofe conneCtions grew 

more extenfive, and more important, than 

they had ever been fince the acceflion of 

the prefent family to the crown of Great 
Britain, even under adminiflrations that 

'\V ere the mofi odious and unpopular on that 

account. But, my Lord, I am not difpofed 

to find fault, and fcarcely adimadvert upon 

inconfi!l:encies. I think Great Britain has 
aCted not only generoufiy, but wifely, in 

the affit1.ance !be has given to his Pruffian 

n1ajdl:y, and the protection {he has afford

ed to the e1eCJ orate of Hanover ; but I 
tnufi at the fan1e time be of opinion, that 

a Britifh. minifier might, \Vith a very good 

grace 
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grace towards his country and aJl Europe, 

admit of a negotiation for peace, without 

infifiing upon full and ample amends 

for all that the king of Pruffia, and the 
elector of Hanover, havefufferedfince the 

commencement of this war. We re fuch . 
indemnifications to be always infified on, 
no peace could be made. The French, 

as well as their enemies, have had their 
loffes. 

The right honourable gentleman's 

friends, I know, have faid that a feparate 
peace betWeen Great-Britain and France 

would be of very little fervice to his 
Pruffian majefiy, as the two empreffes 
appear determined not to lay down their 

arms but with his ruin. In anf wer to 
this, we are to obferve, that his Pruffian 

majefiy himfelf, who underfiands his own 
:fituation and interefr, at leaft as well as 
we do, is of a different opinion, and 
thinks, that if he was eafed of the French, 
he could give a very good account of his 

other enemies, numerous as they are ; 
but, even granting that not to be the cafe, 

is 
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is Great-Britain t~ fuffer becaufe two· 
·women are obfiinate and vindiclive ? We 

have done for his Prufuan majefiy all 
that we could do, and more perhaps than 

any ally ever did for another. Should 

the malice of his enemies continue, we 

ihall be enabled to do more, if we are 

at pea~e with France ; and a very little 

will turn the fcale in his favour, as the 

balance even at prefent is very little more· 

than do~btful. The Britilh miniftry, 

therefore, my Lord, may very honefl:ly, 

and very confifl:ently with the character of 
true patriotifm, enter upon a negotiation,. 

of which the neutrality of France with 

regard to Pruffia and Hanover is a preli-

minary fiipu.lation. Were fuch a preli

minary efl:ablifhed, it would then be in 

the power of Great-Britain to give the 

king of Pruffia mote effeCtual affifiance 

than ever, and with far lefs detriment to 

herfelf: nor can I look upon any mi

nifter, who ihould oppofe a negotiation 

on fuch a bafi~, in any other light, than 

that of being an enen1y, not only to peace 

but 
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but to his country. All Europe would 
applaud fuch a negociation ; and what~ 
foever the event of the war might be 

between his Pruffian majefi:y and his other 

enemies, the confiitution of the· Germa

nic body muft revert to its natural fyfi:cm. 

France, as guarantee of the treaty of 
W efiphalia, never, in her cooler hours, 

can approve of thofe connections which 

rage and refentment againfi Great-Britain 

hurried her in to with the houfe of 
Auftria : it never can be her intereft to 

fee the protellant caufe ruined in Germa
ny, where a balance of power againfi the 

court of Vienna is neceifary for her fafety. 

In ihort, n1y Lord, I can confider the pre

fent and late conduct: both of France and 

Aufiria, only as that of two perfons in a 

delirium, or a fever. France has given 
fome indication that the crifis of her dif... 
temper is approaching, and it was the 

bufinefs of a Britilh rninifier to have en

couraged and protnoted her cure. The 
ruin of the eleB:orate of Hanover and 

Brandenbourg could fer\'e only to ag-

F 2 grandize 
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grandize the 4oufe of A ufiria to the pr~
judice, and in the end perhaps to th~ 
ruin, of that of Bourbon. 

Can we imagine that there is. a think

ing man in the French king's don1inions~ 
who is infenfiple of this truth, and who 

will not lend his hand tovvards diffolving 
the prefent unnatural conneCtions be

tween the two houfes. In what I fay, I 

~m f:1r from pleading the caufe ofFranc:e. 

Her dangerous views, her perjuries, and 

perfidy, with her perpetual enmity to the 
peace of Europe and the interefi of Great

Britain, are but too well know~ ; but~ 

in this cafe it happens for once, that he~ 
interefi, and that of Great-Britain, when 
rightly underftood, are the fame ; a con

f1deratioq of which a Britiili minifier 

ought to ava~l himfdf, and if, properly 

attended to, may not only clofe up the 
wounds of war, but raife us to a 'pitc~ 
of fecure greatnefs, t~at this nation never 

experienced before. France is now fen

fible of her error in ~ttempting to extend: 

h~r commerce, which !he could not pro-

3 te~ 
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~ecr. The experiment of her rivalling 
~he marine of Great-Britain has failed 

her ; the purpofes for which her ahfiltd 
conneCtions with the houfe of Aufi:ria 
were formed have not anfwered their 

~nds; her fleets are irretrievably ruined ~ 

1he is fighting in Germany againfi: the 

pnly na~~ral allies ihe has there, the 

protefiants ; and iliould ilie even carry 
her point againll: the eleCl:orate of Hano
ver, it ~ill n~ither be worth her while, 

:par in 4er power, to maintain her acqui~ 
fition ; an~ every intelligent reader may 

fee that ilie i~ fenfible of this truth by the 
motions of her armies on the frontiers of 

that eleC!:or~te. Could fhe have preyailed 

againft G,reat-Britain, ihe would have 

indem11ifieq herfelf for her expences in 
the war, pot in Germany, but in Ame
rica. fis {he pas not prevailed, and as 

fhe has not now the fmalle{l: probability 
of prevailing, what is fhe to do, but to 
relinquilh to us tpe primary objeCts for 
which both nations went to war, and le~ 

eac" 
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each of us tnake the befl: we can of the 

fecondary ones. 
This, my Lord, brings me to the fecond 

propofition I have laid down, which is, 
that a folid, honourable, and advantageous 
peace, woul.d give Great-Britain an op
portunity, with honour and credit for the 
future, to decline all continental connec
tions, attended with fuch a profufion of 

blood and treafur~ as thofe {lle i~ no\V 

engaged in. 
I cannot properly handle this propofi

tion, without fame flight review of the 
right honourable gentleman's c:onduet 

while he was in the adminifi:ration, with 

regard to the affairs of Germany. When 
he entered upon the high poft he has 
lately refigned, he profeffed himfelf to be 

I an anti-continentalifi:, to a degree that I 
think (and I believe fo did every well
wiiher to the houfe of Hanover, an<;! the 
balance of power on the continent) was 

inconfiftent with the honour and intereft 

of Great-Britain. He was fcarcely, how

~v~r, warrn in his poft, when fome very 

ufe-
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ufeful difiinetions were made between oc· ... 

cafional and (vftematical affifiances, be

tween temporary and permanent mea

fures, and the like ; all w hi eh went fo 

well down with the public, that on the 

I 8th of January I 7 58, nobody was fur.: 

prized when, as f-y of ft-e, he pre

fented a meifage from his late majefiy for 

a fupply to the Hanoverian army, until 

the further necelfary charge thereof could 

be laid before the houfe. In confequence 

of this meffage, 1 oo,ooo I. was unani

moufly granted, to be taken immediately 

out of the fupplies of laft year unapplied, 

and. to be remitted with all poffible dif

patch. Soon after this, the defcent upon 

France, under the duke of Marlborough,. 

was executed, and the French were 

obliged to evacuate Hanover : and here 

our minifier's anti-continental fyfiem feems 

to have been entirely at an end. A new 

convention was entered into between his 

Britannic majefiy and the king of Pruffia~ 

and figned at London on the 1 I th of 

April, whereby the king of Great- Britain 

engaged 
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engaged to pay his Pruffian n1ajefi:y the 
yearly fum of 67o,ooo 1. fterling, and 
each of the contratting powers engaged 

to conclude no peace without the partici

pation of the other ; and the fum raifed 

that year by parliament exceeded eleven 

millions of money. 

. The public fubmitteci to this expence 

without a murmur, and the extraordinary 

fupplies of troops which began now to 

be fent to Germany, created rather mat

ter of furprize than oppofition ; while the 

public, with the moft refpeClful refigna
tion, waited for the event. In the mean 

time the news of the reduCtion of Louis

burgh, and fame other advantages gained 

by our fleets both in Europe and Ame

rica, gave a new turn to our politics. 

It was then pretended, by the honourable 
gentleman and his friends, that the anti

continental fyfiem never was meant to be 

purfued longer than the naval power of 

Great-Britain had fecured her American 

poffeffions from infults, and left us nothing 

to fear, either there or in Europe, by fea. 

· Our 
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Our connexions with the continent now 
multiplied ; our troops were poured fafter 
than ever into Germany; our expences 
were redoubled; the convention between 
his Britannic majefty and the king ot 
Pruffia was renewed on the 17th of 
January I 7 59 ; and at the fame time 
a new convention was concluded between 
his Britannic majefl:y and the land
grave of Heife-Calfel, by which I 9,ooo 
Heffians were taken into the pay of 
Great-Britain, infiead of 1 2,ooo late-

ly employed in the Britiih fervice ; and 
the landgrave was to receive, befides the 
ordinary pay of thofe troops, the fum of 
6o, ooo 1. in confideration of his immenfe 
loffes in fupport of the common caufe. 
On the 21ft of May thereafter, Mr. Se
cretary Pitt prefented to the houfe of 
commons a very alarming meffage, fign
ed by his majefty, defiring the houfe to 
enable him to defray any extraordinary 
expences of the war, incurred, or to be 
incurred, for the fervice of the year 17 59; 
and to take all meafures as may be necef
fary to difappoint or defeat any enterpri· 

G zes 
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zes or ,..defigns of his enemies, and as the 

exigency of affairs may require.. In con
feq uence of this meffage, a vote of cre

dit was granted for a million of money. 
After this, on the 3oth of the fame 
n1onth, followed the invafion'panics; and 
the fan1e right honourable gentleman had 
again tl~e honour to prefent to the houfe 

of commons another meffage from his 

1najefty, informing them not that he 

~ould order any part of the great arn1y. 
w~ paid in Gennany to come ovet to our 

defence, at a time when the nation w:asr fo 

defi:it t e of regular troops, that we could 
fcarce guard ou~ coafis from fmu·ggl~rs; 
Qut that his majefiy would, if he. though~ 
Erop~r, caufe the militia, or fuch part 
thereof as lhall be neceffary, to be drawn 
out, rand embodied~ and to· march as oc-

' , ... .. 
cafion iliall require. . 

What followed fince is too r'ecent to 

be repeated here. Providence certainly 
interpofed, almoft miraculoufly, in our 

~ favour at the battle of Minden : but I 
muft be free enough to own, that the 

2 odds 
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odds againft us before that engagement 
was fifty to one ; and nothing is more cer
tain, as appears by the defence of the 
noble lord who was difgraced on that oc: 
cafion, than that the viCtory was. owing, 
next o the courage of the Engli{h troops, 
to their happy difobedience of the. g-n
r-l's orders. Had matters fallen out 
otherwife, in what a fituation here mufi: 
the minifier have been, who advifea, and 
even hafiened, the fending over a body of 

troops, that, to all appearance, were too 
few for conquefi, but too numerous for 
butchery. Next to Providence, they had 
only their valour and fpirit to thank· for 
their deliverance. 

Notwitnfianding our fuccefs at the bat
tle of Minden, his late majefty, as well 
as the king of Pruffia, were fenfible how 
much they had been indebted to Provi
oence; and they wifely refolved not to 

prefume too much upon its care, but be
gan to entertain fome ferious thoughts of 
peace. Accordingly, on the 25th of No
vember 17 59, declarations from their Bri-

G 2 tannic 
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tannic and Pruffian majefiies were deli
vered at the Hague to the minifiers of 

the belligerant powers, importing that 
they were ready to fend plenipotentiaries 

to the place that lhould be judged m oft 
convenient for holding a congrefs for the 

re-eftabli!hment of the public tranquillity. 

Why this propofal did not take place, 

efpecially as we could have treated under 

the powerful mediation of Spain; and as 
his moft chriftian ma}efiy offered to treat 

of a particular league with England, un

der the fame mediation, is as yet a fecret 

to the public. The refufal of the two 

empreffes, and the French king, to treat 

feparat~ly with his Pruffian majefiy, and 

without admitting the minifiers of Sweden 

and Saxony, was fo far from being a rea

fan why England ihould drop all feparate 

negotiations with France, that it was the 

ftrongefi: reafon for their being continued. 

Had the feparate treaty gone on, there 

was no room to doubt that the general 

conferences muft have had ~ favourable 

·true. The loffes of the French were at 

that 
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that time fo enormous, and they were fo 
entirely defiitute of refources for the 
means to continue the war, that had we 
made the fmallefi advance towards a fe
parate treaty, which moft certainly was 
the intere.fl: of Great-Britain to have done, 
as ihe was no principal againft any other 
power but France, the other parties muft 
have agreed to fuch equitable conditions, 
as mufi have put an end to the war, ·and 
have faved this nation many millions, be
fides the lives of men, in profecuting it 
upon the continent, as we have fince done 
to no nianner of purpofe. 

But, my Lord, though a feparate treaty 
with France was, at that time, the natu

ral, and the only probable expedient that 
could give peace to Great-Britain, and to 
Europe, we happened to be fo u"nfortu
nately hampered by our engagements 
with Pruffia, that, in fatl, we could not 
aB: as an independent power: for while 
this very negotiation was in agitation, a 
fre!h treaty was concluded with the king 
of Pruffia on the 9th of November 17 59, 

the 
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the.f~urth article .. o£. which, after renew
ing o~r fubfidy of 67o,ooo 1. a year, is 

. as follo"Ss :-
"Their high contraCting parties moreover 

engage, viz. on the one part of his Britannic 
tnajefiy, both as king and as elector ; and 
' on ~he other part his Pruffian majefiy, not 
to conclude any treaty of peace, truce, or 
neutrality, or any other convention whatfo
ever, wi_th the powers who have taken part 
in the prefent \Var, but in concert, and by 
mutual confent, and exprefsly compre
hending each other therein." 

What purpofe could the renewal of this 
article ferve while a nego ia ion for peace 
was propofed, but to continue, if not to 
perpetuate, the war. On the one hand, 
~ve knew his Pruffian majeil:y wrote to hjs 
late Britannic maj fry, in terms not very 
refpeCtful, even upon a furmife of a neu
trality for Hanover. 4 W e knew that he 
would flick clofe by the above words of 
the fourth article of the convention, and 
1eave nothing either to chance. or our ma-

agement ; ,fo that> in faCt, by this ren~w

ed 
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ed conventi n, war or peace did not de
pend upon our but upon his pleafure. 
cannot place this fituation in a frronger 
light, than by fuppofing that this article. 

had been omitted, as it undoubtedly ought 
to have been, confidering the vaft altera ... 
tion of affairs)out of the renewed conven-
Ion. What muft have been the confe .. 

quence ? None ; f?ut hat Great 1B,ritain 
would have been. left at libert~ to. haYe 
aCl:ed for her ow.n~ interefr, and p 1haps 
much more for the in ereft of his · Pru ... 
fian majefty than !he is enabled o :cl 
prefe~t: .. 

lnfl:eiili "of that, ~t 'appears by t e -1f e 
\vhiclY ~he k~ g £ Pr.uffia fent· to th 

his leave.'' 

Freyb rg, ebr ary 8, 1760, ancfcontains 
in fubfi ~ ce, that the courts of V1enna and 
Ruffia had refufed to come into the mea
fures wliich t e k·ng of Engla1 a and he 

himfelf 
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himfelf had propofed to them. Here is 

not a fingle word of France having re

futed ; " but," continues his Pruffian ma

jefiy, " it is likely that they will draw the 

" king of France into the continuance of 

" the war, the advantages of which they 

f' alone expeCt to reap." This, we may 

reafonabl y prefume, France was as fenfible 

of as his Pruffian majefiy ; and. it was 
the very firongefl: inducement for her to 

have agreed with us upon juft and equi .. 

table terms, which, befides the e.ffufion of 
blood, would have faved us at leaft ten 

millions of money, for I cannot eftimate 

<>ur ufelefs campaigns in Germany of [even

teen hundred and .fixty, and feventeen 
hundred and fixty-one, at lefs. 

But to make all the conceffions that the 

right honourable gentleman and his friends 

can require, let us fuppofe the fourth ar

ticle of the renewed convention of the 

9th of November, 17 59, to have been 
omitted ; what n1uft have been the con
fequence ? We were by that time be

come not only the. allies> but the protec-

tors 
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tors of his Pruffian majefl:y. Vl :J s not the 

Britiili nation to be trufred with its own 

interefis ? Why iliould we be guided in 

Pruffian trammels, or in Pruffian leading

firings ? It is abfurd to think, fuppofing 

we had made a fepara~e peace vvrithF.rance,, 

we either would or could have facrificed 

the king of Pruffia. Far from that, it was 
our interefi: to preferve him, and in him 

the Protefi:ant caufe in Germany. A 

peace between Great Britain an~ France 

mufr have left us at liberty. to have ferved 

hirn fo effeflually, as ·I have already ob

ferved, that the two etnpreifes would have 
had neither the fiomach nor the means to . . 
have continued the war. 

But, in fact, the alternate fiipulatio~ I 

have quoted is, perhaps, unprecedented in 

hifiory. His Pruffian majefiy binds Great 

Britain,-to do what? Not to make peace 

with thofe powers !he is already at peace 

with ; for I know no war now fu bfifiing 

between Great Britain and either of the 

empreifes, or the crov1ns either of Poland 

or Sweden. This, I fay, is an unprece-
I-I ~ dented 
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dented meafure, and perhaps irreconcile..., 

able to con1mon fenfe ; tho' it is plain his. 
Pruffian majefiy made it binding upon us. 
But, what has been thrown into the fcale 

of G reat Britain, to counter-balance this 

incredible conceffion1 Why, that the king 
of Pruffia ihall not, without our con

fent, make a fepa-rate peace with any of 
the belligerent powers t Would to God,. 

in the prefent fituation of things, that it 
was in his power to do do it ? Happy 

would it be for Britain. Hanover would 

foon then be out of danger, and we might 

avoid the evils of the moft widely dif
fufed, and the moft expenfive war that 
this or any other nation ever was engaged 

ID. 

Thus far, my Lord, I think it is evi

dent beyond all contradiCtion, that the 

mutuality of the fourth article in the con
vention of November 9, 1759, has been 

of terrible confequences to this country, 

and that it is high time for Great Britain 

to clofe the fcene of war. Perhaps fame 
reafon·s of a different natu re from any I 

have ... 
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have ·yet mentioned, may make a folicl, 
honourable, and an advantageous peace, 

fiill more defirable. We have had, for 

iome years pafi:, an army of the fi nefi: 

troops the fun ever fa\V, ferving under a 

foreign prince, and in what we may call 

a foreign quarrel. To the amazement of 

England, and I may fay of Europe, after 

Broglio had taken the field with one hun

dred thoufand n1cn, when ·the count de 
St. Germain con1manded a feparate army 

upon the Rhine) fix regiments of Englilh 

foot were fent to Germany, under the 

con1mand · of major-general G: iffin, and 

were followed by Elliot's light-horfe ; fo 
that, at the beginning of the campaign of 

I 7 59, we had in Germany twelve regi

nlents of heavy and one of light-horfe, 

twelve regiments of foot, and two batta

lions of Highlanders ; and, in the cour1c 

of the campaign, we had no fewer than 

twenty-five thoufand Britifb tr(}ops, ferv

ing in the fields of Germany, while thofe 

of Enoland were in danger of lying wafl-e 
b -

for want of cultivation ; for in ~opor-
H 2 tion, 
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tion, as hands were fent abroad, the 
evacuations v1ere fupplied by militia, who, 

after being embodied, ~re to all intents 

and purpofes, as regular troops, and under 
as fhict mi!itary difcipline as thofe which 
form, what we call, our fianding army. 

Since the ridiculous flaunting expedi
tions tvvo hundred years ago, under }fen
ry VIII. into France, fuch a numerous 
body of Britilh troops never has ferved 
upon the continent. But, my Lord, how . . 
have they been rewarded? By being taken 
at their \rvord; by having the pofl: of honour 
affigned to them. But why ? becaufe it 
\vas the pofi of danger. If a defperate 

a~tac1~ was to be n1ide ; if a'n- untenable 

pafswas~o bedefended; ifafatjguingn1arch 
\vas to be undertaken, al1, all, was to be 

thrown up~n the Englilh. If any re
monfirances, however, dutiful were n1ade, 
th}! anfwer was ready : " I was unwilling 
" to difoblige you ; you defired to have 
" the pofi: of honour, and you have had 

':it; it is due to your valour." Thus, 

~nder the colour of having the poft of ho-

nour, 
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our, two or three campaigns patTed, in 

which the Britifh troops were expofed to 

all the fury and fuperior number of the 

enemies. Of this the battle of Fe1ing

ha ufen is a flagrant and a recent proof. 

The Englifl1 general was to fupport hin1-
fel£ the befi vt7ay he could againfi three 
times the number of thofe he command~ 
.ed, for. above twelve hours, until his bravo 

allies found leifure to con1e t9 his affifi

ance, which, by the bye, they, •feetn never 

to have done. 

I men~ion thofe things, my Lord, not 

becaufe I think the war is unfortunate, but 

becaufe I think we are unfortunate in be

ing at \Var upon the continent of Europe. 

Our fuccefles in all other places, joined to 
the magnanimity of his late and prefent 

. majefiy, in expofing Hanover to all th~ 

fur:y of its enemies, rather than conclude 

an iLglorious peace for Great Britain, 

have, by this tirne, a \Vakened the French 

out of their favourite dreams of obtaining 

any thing fron1 Great Britain, if they de-

mand it by the vvay of Germany, an~ th~t 

to~, 
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too, fword in 'hand. If therefore we can, 

with honour, and without hurting our in

terefr, as I apprehend we eafil y can, ( un
lefs our notions of honour are romantic, 

and thofe of our inter eft extravagant) make 

a peace with France, there never can a 

juncture exifi: hereafter, that will call up
on us to engage in a continental war. I 
do not mean by this, that Great Britain is 
never to have any concern in the affairs 

of the continent. That would be as irra
tional as her having too great a concern in 
them ; but I muft be of opinion, that lhe 

never can have a call upon her for the 
fame ·ruinous connections vvith it that fbe 
·has at prefent. 

I now, my Lord, come to the third 

propofition I laid down, which was, That 

a pacific fyftem can receive no manner of 

fhock by the refignation of the right ho .... 

nourable gentleman, who, a few days ago, 

· gave up the feals of his office. We have 

been hurt; we are not ruined by the pre- _ 

fent war ; and if we flop at this very 

crifis, all may yet be recovered. Peace is 
, naturally 
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naturally the favourite fyften1 of a mini

fier; though the right honourable gentle

man is the fecond minifier within thefe 

twenty years who has rifen into power 
by war. But to ufe the words o£ the 
poet: 

· " -- 'Tis an irnpious greatnefs, 

'' And mixt with too much horror to be. 
envied." 

The milder virtues of civil life are eafily 

cultivated, and more generally under

fiood. The honourable gentleman and 

his friends themfelves cannot, and will not 

deny, that a continental war is a nlisfor

tune to this country. The landed intereft 

feels it feverely, and all ranks and degrees 

amongft us endure it patiently, only be

caufe as matters have been managed, it is 
become a neceffary evil ; an evil that is 

not the lefs lamented, becaufe bravely 

fupported; and an evil, fupported by that 

fpirit of loyalty and patriotiftn, not to be 

paralleled in all the preceding annals of 

Britifh hiflory. Very few . arguments, 

Jny Lord, therefore will k1ffice to prove 

the 

I 
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' t.ne truth of tny third propofition. The 

people of England, even at this time, a lit ... 
tle refemble the cafe of Sancha Pancha, 

and his 1nafier : they think their patriot 

minifier the befr, the wifefi, and the moft 

upright fervant any king or nation ever had 

yet ; yet, fornetimes they kn?w not what 
to make of him; and they wilh his con
duet were a little more rcconcileab1e to 

their plain capacities. Some late inci

dents have helped to encreafe their per

plexities. 
Hjs Mofi Catholic Majefiy, as is natural 

for every prince who has the n1eans of 
doing it, is putting his rnarine upon a ref

peB:able footing. The fituation of his 
affairs· with thofe of his fon and brother 

in Italy, and the formidable preparations 

of the Turks, faid to be defigned againfr 

Malta, which is a kind of bulwark to his 
dominions, might very well account for 

all the _preparations he is making. The 
people of England, plain and uninformed 

as they are, had no manner of apprehen

fion that his Catholic majefiy intended, 

that 
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that his naval armaments 1l1ould take part 
with France againfi Great Britain. Com
mon fenfe told them, that the Spaniards 
in a war with England had every thing to 

fear, and nothing to hope for; and that 

England could maintain a war againll: 

both the crowns with as little expence as 

:lhe is at with one. In iliort, they thought 

that a Spaniib war was too good n'ews to 

be true, provided the Spaniards themfelves 
fought for it. On the other hand, there 

was not, and I believe is not, a n1an of 

comma. fenfe ·in England , who thinks it 

would be right for us to protnote · fuch a 

\var; and that while Spain gives us no of

fence, we muft be r ttle better than p~

rates iliould we give her any. 
But there was a time, viz. in the year 

1718, when Great-Btitain, without any 

formal decL r ~ .ion of V.Jar, defiroyed the 
whole marine of Spain ; and therefore 

nothing is to ferve us, but to fend a: young 

nobleman of fpirit in the double charaB:er 

of plenipotentiary and admiral, or com

modore, to demand frorr1 them a cate-
1 . gorical 
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gorical anf wer as to the defiination of 

their armaments; and upon that not 

proving fatisfaCl:ory, to fi.qk, burn, an~ 

defiroy. 
Tliat Sir George Byng, in that year, 

did as is faid above, is ad1nitted ; but how 

different are the junctures ? Great-Britain 

was then guarantee for the emperor's do
minions in Italy ; and, while his impe
rial majefl:y was engaged in a bloody war 
againft the Turks, the Spaniards ~n a, 

n1ofi ungenerous manner endeavoured to 
deprive him of the ifland of Sardinia~ 

The Briti{h court had employed all man~ 

ner of pacific means to obtain from that 

of 1\tiadrid a fufpenfion of arms, but to. 

no purpofe ; and their adn1iral was in
firueted to fail to the Mediterranean, and, 
if poffible, to prevent any further breach 
of the neutrality of Italy; but, if poffi
ble, to avoid coming to hofiilities. Every 

pne knows what followed : accord~ng tq 

our accounts, the Spaniards were not only 

~ntraB:a~le, but were the aggreifors. Th<; 

con .. 
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onfequence was, that their fleet was 

defl:royed. 

How different are the circumftances 

bf the two junCtures. His catholic nla

jefty has but lately mounted that throne ; 
he is applying himfelf to the arts of 
peace; he is endeavouring both to culti
vate and protect commerce ; he, as well 
as his predeceffor; h~s hitherto maintain
ed the mofl: irreproachable neutrality in 
the prefent war between us and France ; 

(for I mind not the unauthenticated fug
geftions in news-papers) and the interefis 
of his people point out the friendfhip of 
Great-Britain, as the furefl: means of their 

happinefs and fafety. His catholic ma
jefty hitnfelf, fenfible of this, and at the 
fame time, not ignorant of the effects of 
popular reports in this country, fhews dif
pofitions for continuing and ftrengthening 
the peace between us, and orders his mi
nifters to give the firongeft affurances to 
our ambaffador for that purpofe. In what 

a light mufl: we appear to all Europe ; 

in what a light, my Lord, mufl: we ap-
I 2 pear 
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pear to ourfelves, ihould we wantonly 
provoke fuch an ally ? 

This being the cafe, what has this na-
tion to apprehend from the honourable 
gentlen1an's refignation ? Will France, 
will the etnprefs queen, will any of the 
other belligerant powers, take it amifs ? 
it would be ridiculous to imagine that 
they will. Will his Pruqian majefiy ob
jeCt to it ? Not if he mifiakes not his own 
interefi; and no man underfiands it 
better ; for humanly fpeaking, it is peace 
alone that can, re-inflate his affairs, fecure 
what he po!feffes, and recover what he 
has loll. Will the people of England take 
this refignation amifs? No ; not if · they 
are properly informed. It has been at
tended with the highefi marks of royal 

·favour towards the refignee ; which have 
been refpeClfully accepted. And, I be
lieve, there is fcarcely a man in England, 
who does not think, that the right 
honourable gentleman refigned, ~:mly be-

. caufe a great majority at a certain board 
differ fro1n hin1 as to the tnanner of 

3 makinoo 
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making peace; for I mull: be of opinion 
that war itfelf is one manner of making 

peace. The people of England are too 
rational to think that any fubjeet is vefied 
with infallibility, and that his majefiy 
and his council have not a right to the 
ufe of their own fenfes.. Give me leave 
to add, that notwithftanding all the va
pouring and bluftering in our papers, 
and other publications, the people of 
England in general are heartily tired of 
the war, and will be extremely glad to 
fit quietly down, under fuch a peace, as 
it is, even at this time, in our power to 
command. None clamour for the con .. 
tinuance of war, but thofe who gain by 
it, and who, like the eo afters in Corn wall 
and Shetland, fubfifi upon fiorms and 

ihipwrecks. Honefiy a d ind ftry, that 

is, fuch part of the fubjetl:s as pay the 
taxes, through which the war is conti
nued, devoutly wilh for the returri of 
peace ; and never was the happinefs of 
any ftate permanent when the welfare of 
fuch was not confulted. Mean while, I 

am 
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am not to be underftood as if the natiorl 
was difpofed to accept of a difhonourable 
peace. Heavy as the expence, an~ 

crue] as the devafiations of war are, I 
never heard a Briton throw out the 
fmalleft expreffion tending that way, but 
was rather fot continuing the war, than 
for accepting <?f fuch a peace; 

But, my Lord, the right honourable 
gentleman and his friends may poffib1y 
differ from others, about the manner of 

continuing the war. Suppofing France, 

contrary t'l alJ truth and probability, 

fhould infifr on our accepting terms 
dilhonourable for us, the war muft then 
continue ; but is there a neceffity for 
its being an offenfive war? Are we to 
continue to multiply our expences, per
haps to double them, under the delufive 
profpeCl: of future expeditions, the fuc
cefs of which is precarious, and may be 

abortive ? Are we to keep up the con1 .. 

plement of our army in Germany, where 

the fword is fcarcely wanted to hafren 
that defiruetion \vhich fatnine, fatigue, 

and 
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~nd wants of every kind is daily precipi~ 
tating? There is another confiderationf 

perhaps more important than all : That 

the power of Great-Britain is at prefent 

higher than ever was known, ihall not 

be difputed ; but, my Lord, the great

nefs of any people never was known to 

be permanent but through the moderate 

ufe of power. A people, who ilia~ I in: 

dulge a wanton fpiri of conqueft, ren

ders all other nations jealous of them, ~ 
misfortune which a trading people, of all 

others, ought chiefly to avoid. Com ... 

merce fubfifl:s by intercourfe, and inter

courfe by friendiliip. There is a point of 

greatnefs, that a wife government will not 

wilh to exceed. Hitherto our conquefis 

have been fuch as to give no juft urn ... 
brage to the other powers of Europe ; 

but who can anfwer for the conf~quences, 

fhould we rejeCt terms of accommodation 

that every other power in Europe may 

think to be jufl: and honourable. I fpeak 

pot this, as if I imagined that the ma

rine of Great-Britaip is not at prefent a 

~at~q 
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match for that of all Europe combined ; 

I think it is, but I think at the fame time, 

that by fuch a combination our commerce 

may fuffer in its moft fenfible parts ; and 

will llill go farther, and fay, that the 

motnent we declare ourfelves the Draw

canfirs of Europe, fuch a combination 

will take place. Upon the whole, my 

Lord, therefore, juftice and moderation 

at fuch a period as this, will do more for 

the honour and intereft of this t~ingdom, 

than the moil: commanding geniqs, and 

the mofi: refined abilities If the right 

honourable gentleman's 1 efignation of the 

feals has removed from his majefiy's 
councils all temper and equity, \ve are 

certainly in a dangerous way. But if 
there are fiill to be found at that board, 

men of candour and integrity, of practi

cable abilities, and upright intentions, I 

. muft be of opinion, in the words of my 

third propofition, That a pacific fyfiem 

can receive no {hock either at home or 

abroad by that refignation, or twenty 
fuch. 

.•. 
\. 
~-

My 



·[ 6s ] 
My fourth propoiition, my Lord, is; 

That the fame right honourable gentle
man and his friends, whofe patriotifm 
and difinterefied attachment to their coun
try cannot be quefiioned, will and muft, 
in confifience with that charaCter, co-ope
rate in the fame good work, whether he 
or they are in or out of place, as they 
cannot be fufpeCl:ed of difireffing his ma
jefiy's meafures, even fuppofing them not 
to be their own . 

. This propofition does not require to be 
illufirated, for the information or con
viCtion of the ·right honourable gentle• 
man, or any of his friends in parliament~ 
but for the fake of others vvithout doorsJ 
who, for want of opportunity of know
ing better, may think the honourable 
gentleman hardly treated, and therefore 
may difl:urb that unanimity without doors, 
that is fo confpicuous at prefent. In the 
days of party bondage, when the people 
of England were ground between the 
tv1o mill-ftones of Whiggery and Toryifm; 
while they were wedged tn between 

K noife 
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noife and nonfenfe; when all regard was 

held to men, and none to meafures-, the 

mofl: uninformed fubjeCl: in the kingdom 

could tell the fate of every quefiion 

brought into parliament, let him know 

but the name of the perfon who brought 

it in, and the numbers by which it was 

lofl: -or carried. After thofe defiruCl:ive 

founds of rwhig and tory began to lofe 

their magical force, another difiintl:ion 

more plaufible, but equally unmeaning, 

took phice ; I mean that of court and 

country ; and the right honourable gentle

man and his friends enlified themfelves 

under the banners· of the latter, which 

they advanced in fo many \Vordy cam .. 

bats, that they were at laft worn to tat

ters, and mofr ungratefully thrown a:fide ; 

for the n1oment that the right honour

able gentleman and his friends came into 

power, J. nean, direCtive power, all di

ftinctions were aboli!hed, and court and 

country ·became the fame. 

·The junCture is fo recent, and the faCl:s 
ro well known, that it would be fuper

fluous 

• 
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fluous to put either your lordibip, or 
them, in mind of wha~ followed ; but 
becaufe many without doors may either 
have forgot, or never known them, I 
!hall but ju£1: mention fame par iculars, to 

the honour of that part of the adminiflra
tion, which, till that time, had generally 
been diftio guifhed by the name of the 
court party. ·The right honourable gen
tlcrnan and his friends may well remem
ber the clatnour raifed without doors on 
account of our difgraces in the Mediter
ranean, and the infinite advantages they 
promifed themfel ves from their enquiry 
into the caufes of the lofs of Minorca. 
The public were taught to believe that 
fuch fcenes of corruption, cowardice, and 

mifmanagetnent, would be difcovered, 
during the courfe of that enquiry, as 
would overwhelm the miniftry, or what 
we may call the court-party, with fhame 
and confufion, and difable them from 
ever again recovering the fmallefi: credit, 
either with his majefty or the people. 
The minifiry, confcious of their inno-

K .. 2 cence, 

• 
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cence, to their credit be it fpoken, dared 

their enemies to do their worfi ; brought 

the only culpable perfon .to jufiice, a- , 

gainft all the efforts of the right honour

able gentleman and his friends, to divert, 

or, ~t leaft, to protraCt his fate, and frood 
the fiery trial of the enquiry, fron1 which 

they came out more pure than before. 

N otwithfianding all this, irreproachable 

as their conduCt was found to be, fo loud 

was the popular clamour which had been 

artfully and wickedly raifed againfi them, 

that they did not think themfelves capable 
of doing his majefiy the fervice they 

could wifh to do in their feveral fiations, 

and they were the firfr who folicited his 

majefl:y to fill them with perfons who 

were, at that ti1ne, more agreeable to his 

people. Thofe refignations took place ; 

but I remember no penfion that was 

entailed upon them, though one noble 

d-e who then refigned, was the oldefr 

minifter his majefiy had, and had ferved 

him and his family in fo generous, fo dif

interefted a manner, that it· was reafon-

ably 
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ably to be fu ppufed a penfion could be 

no difagreeable appenage to his retirement 
from public bufinefs. 

The rnerit of thofe refignations were 

the greater, as it was well known that the 

refignees, had they pleafed, might have 

continued in power. Yet this merit, great 

as it was, was not comparable to that of 

never once oppofing the meafures of the 

new minifi:ry, tho' they n1ight have done 

it with the fullefi effect. Even perfonal 

refentments were dropt in their zeal for 
the public fervice, and facrificed to the 

unanimity which, in the beginning ?f a 

\Var, they confidered as the great bafis of 

his majefi:y's glory, and the credit of the 

public. Whatever difference of opinions 

might have been in the council, or the ca

binet, none appeared in parliament, or to 

the public; and it was hard to fay, whe

ther the old or the new minifiry were the 

moft ready in forwarding his majefiy•s 

meafures. A conduCt fo moderate, fo 

[elf-denied to all .refentment, fo fuperior 

to all views but thofe of.ferving the pub-

lic, 
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lie, was perhaps . the greate!l:, if • not the 
firfl:, exa~ple of true patriotifm ever exhi

bited in this country. It was, in fact, 

that which laid the foundation of that 

unanimity, in which his majefiy fo jufily 

gloried in the firfi fpeech he made to his 
parliament. 

Are we then to fuppofe that a party (I 
will avoid the hated word jaflion) raifed 

to power' upon comprehenfive, becaufe 

confi:itutional, principles, efiabli1hed upon 
the maxims of public unanimity, will not 

follow the glorious precedent that was fet 

them by thofe whotn they had no reafon 
to think were their private friends. Should 

his majefiy and his council think proper 

to conclude a peace, which fhall appear 
to them to be folid, honourable, and ad

vantageous to this country, can we ima

gine that fuch a fet of men would over

cafi the aufpicious dawn of his reign with 

the clouds of diffatisfac:tion, difcontent, 

and oppofition. Will they revive the na

tional reproach of difcord, the extinCtion 

of w.hich his majefl:y has told us he looks 

upon 
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upon to be his greatefi glory, by oppofing 
in parliament what has been agre~d upon 
in council ? This, my Lord, would be 

reviving the mofi: peil:ilential qualities of 
party-fpirit. The game of Whigs and 
Tories, when they happened to be out of 

power, was no other. Under the plau.fi
ble, but at lail:, exploded pretext of pub

lic welfare, they render d the crown con

temptible, by th\varting, in parliament, 
the beft concerted meafures of the cabi
net ; and thus each party, in their turns, 

encreafed the public difficulties or dif-: 
treifes. 

Suppofing his tnajefly and his admini 
firation !hould think proper to clofe the 

fcene of blood, and to withdraw our 

troops. from tlieir fhamblcs in Germany; 
· can we imagine that any fet of men ·will 

fiand up and fay, We muft have more 
flaughter ; Great Britain is not yet fuffi ... 
cientiy exhauil:ed; a n1ore plentiful effu
fi~on of blood wil,l do her fervice? Sup 
pofing a defenfive war to be concluded 
upon, and that it is refolved to turn the 

tables 
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tables upon France, and oblige Her either 

to give us reafonable terms, or to act in 

America the fame expeofive part that we 

have done fince the . commencement of 

this war : Should this be the determina- · 

tion, can we imagine any fet of men to be 

.fo aBandoned as to fay in parliament, You 

are too rich; your manufactures are too 

£.ourilhing; hav~ at all, or nothing ; ne

ver give over your offenfive war, while 

France has a foot of land in An1erica or 

the ~aft Indi~s ; and put all the powers 

of Europe, friends as well as foes, to de

fi,ance ? Should his rn~jefiy fall upon the 

means of averting the impending danger 

of Hanover, and of indemnifying his 
Pruffian majefiy, for withdrawing our 

troops from Germany, can any objeCtion 

be raifed to fuch meafures, but fuch . as 

mull: proceed from malignant difpofitions, 

~and impotent refentment ? 

We mull: therefore, my Lord, if we 

reafon confiftently with common fenfe, 

conclude, that the right honourable gentle

m a and his friends never will forfeit the 
2 vene-
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venerable appellation of patriots, by at
tempting eithe.r to renew or to continue 

the difireffes of their country ? If ever 
unanin1ity was neceffary to a nation, it is 

to us at t 1is juncture ; and the firft tnan 
who attempts to breaks it in parliatnent 
ought to be confidered as a public enemy 
to his country. Great Britain has nothing 

to fear but from difunion ; and if. \Ve 

keep fight of our interefis with the 

fmalleft portion of con1mon fenfe, uo 
fuch difunion can now happen. The 
right honourable gentleman having re

figned his pofl is no argument of his 

having loft his power or inflpence in his 
tnajefl:y's councils. A minifier fo well
intentioned, as all the nation pronounces 
hin1 to be, never v;il}. withdra\v, out of · 
pofl:, the fame affifiances he would have 

given to government had he been i~ pofr. 
Should he ever be over-ruled at a certain 

board, he. will think that the breach of na
tional unanimity is a far greater evil than 
his •fubmitting to the opinions of o'thers 

ever ·can .. prove ; and no pri ·ate refent-
L ment, 
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n1ent, either of his own, or of his friends,
will ever influence his public conduCt. 

· The generous tnark of regard which his 

rnaje:0=y has beftowed upon him for his 
paft conduCl:, claims his future fer· 
vices. If his n1ajefty had not even con
ferred that recompence upon him, yet a 
patriot will always be ready in the fervice 
of his mafter and his country, whether he 
is a n1inifter or a private perfon. 

Thus, my Lord, I have endeavoured to 

obviate every poffible apprehenfion that 
can be raifed in the minds of the 
people, either in their colleCtive or repre

fentative capacity, at this important crifis. 
The alteration this interefting refignation 
may produce, can, in faCt, be attended with 
no bad confequences, but from the ferment 
that it may occafion in the minds of thofe 

who are well intentioned, and who may 
be v1orked upon by the art and infinua
tions of thofe who are enemies to this 
country. To obviate thofe confequences 
is the well-meaning defign of this addrefs. 
When the people of England recovers a 

1 fu~ri~ 
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furprife, or a confiernation, they are the 
mofi reafonable people on the face of the 
earth. 

I own, in the mean time, my Lord, 
that I had another view in this addrefs, 
which was, to fecond the wilhes of the 
people, which undoubtedly are for peace, 

without our infifiing upon our romantic 

inadmiifable terms ; and to let them 

know, that the refignation of one mini
fier, be his abilities, his ftation, and his 

popularity ever fo great, ne~¥'er can, or at 
leafi nev~r ought, in the prefent juncture 

of unanimity, difirefs the meafures of a 

prince beloved by his people, or a people 

trufied by their prince . 

.I have the honour to be, 

My LoRD, 

Your lordlhip's moft obedient 

Humble fervant. 












