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PREFACE. 

THE Au thor of these letters, from the na
ture of his pursuits in Canada, was led to 
direct his attention, in a particular n1an
ner, to the la,vs an'd the con1merce of the 
country. In the investigation of its laws, 
ancient and modern, he became acguainted 
with the nature of the government; and in 
the views he took of its commerce,-the 
productions of the country, its commercial 
regulations, and political connexions in 
their different bearings, presented then1 .. 
selves to his consideration. Many import .. 
ant facts, and valuable commercial docu
ments and calculations, relative to these 
interesting countries, were gradually col
lected and arranged. 

During his residence in Canada, and 
w hile travelling through it, the mann ers 
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and custotns of tLc different classes of so
ciety did not pass unnoticed ; and the na
tural beauties of the country, which are 
every where conspicuous, were not regarded 
with indifference. 

In Canada, nature presents itself in 
grand and im posing forms. To see, to 
feel, and to adnlire, necessarily follow each 
other. The peculiarities of the country, 
and of the climate, are striking; and the 
phenomena incident to the Canadian win
ter are extremely curious. These 'vere in
vestigated with ail the attention they 
seen1ed to deserve. 

On his return to England, he found 
that the state of our political relations 'vith 
the United States of America, and the 
northern powers of Europe, was still such . 
as to render all cotnmunication 'vith them 
extrctnely precarious; any country, there
fore, which could give us the articles we 
had been in the habit of receiving from 
them, became doubly iuteresting. Such 
is Canada,' and su ch are our other North 
Atnerican colonies. To point out the va-
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lue of the latter more forcibly, there are 
added in the Appendix the petitions and 
memorials frotn Nova Seo ti a and N cw 
Brunswick to tLe British government, in 
which the productions and resources of 
those countries are stated, and the line of 
policy pointed out, which they in1agine 
Inost 1ikely to pro1note their 'velfare. 

The in1mense regions in North Anlc
rica, 'vhich still forn1 a part of the 13ritish 
empire, are very little known to the Eng
]ish nation ; and yet the states1nan, the 
philosopher, and the n1crchant, Inight 
thcre find an atnplc field f(>r the excrcise 
of his talents. rrhe geographical position 
of our North American colonies, relative to 
the United States; their irnmense extent 
of tcrritory, and their comtncrcial inlport

ance, ought to induce us (particu]arly at 
the present n1on1ent) to turn our attention 
that way. 'ro ~ffect this end, is, in a great 
measure, the objcct of the present publi
cation. 
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LETTERS 

FROM 

CANADA. 

LETTERI. 

At Sea, Jr!ay, 1806. 

I PROMISED to write you, my 'vorthy 
friend, on my arrivai in Canada; I will do ' 
more; I will write y ou before I get there. 
Y ou may perhaps say, What can be found 
worth y of notice on the face of the trackless 
ocean ? Not so much, I grant you, as in the 
cultivated vale, or crowded city. But on 
the ocean even, we meet with occurrences 
which high1y excite our curiosity, and merit 
our attention. Our approach to the Ame- ' 
rican shore ; our crossing the Gulf of St. 
La wren ce; our progress u p that noble river; 

B 



cannot fail to furnish objects weil deserv
ing remark. 

The promise 1 have made you, to com
IIlunicate whatever is new and interesting, 
'viii act as a stimulus to observation, and 
keep my attention on the alert. Canada is 
a most important country to Great Britain. 
It clainis our attention from its geographi
cal position relative to the United States; 
from its extent of terri tory; fron1 its numer
ous productions ; and from its rising value 

. as a British colon y. Few subjects are likely 
to be more interesting than the topographi
cal description of a country so little known 
to us, presentiQ-g every where features pe
culiar and striking, and phenomena weil 
deserving the attention of any 011e the least 
acq uainted with natural his tory. · lt is very 
interesting also to trace the character of a 
people up toits origin, in the nature of the 
governmen t and la.ws ; the state of the ad
n1inistratiou of justice; and the peculiari
ties of their local situation, and of their 
clitnate; from all which, nations rceeive a 
bias in their manners, custon1s, and pur
suits. It shall be Iny endeavour, during 
n1y residence jn Canada, to elucidate these 



s 
points, anâ make n1yself acquainted with 
its trade and political econotny. 

I am 'vell aware, that to perform this 
task 'vith propriety requires talents very 
su peri or to any thing of which I can boast: 
but men who are every way qualified will 
not be found ready to undertake it. ,-fhe 
field is not sufficiently productive of either 
fame or fortune; 1 look for neither in ad
dressing you, and if I encroach upon the 
province of an abler pen, I trust I shall be 
forgiven. lnforn1ation, in a rude dress, is 
better than none at aU; and here, on the 
great Atlantic Ocean, I shaH attempt to 
en1body in phrase the fleeting thought. A 
smooth sea and fine 'veather enable me 
to commence our correspondence. 

The weather hitherto has been pretty 
favourable, not however without .sorne va
riety. Indeed, the 'vind has been soule
times extreme]y violent, at least what a 
landsman 'vould call so: on tbese occa
sions, the proper place for us landlubbers is 
our cabin; we should turn in, as the sailors 
caU it. Y ou may, no doubt, go to bed, 

· but you cannot say you go to rest, for you 
are incessantly rocked about in the most 
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unpleasant rnanner, frotn the rolling and 
pitching of the vessel. Besicles, the abo
minably jarring di~con-lant sounds with 
·which one is constantly annoyed on board 
ship, are intolerable, particularly in the 
middle of the night, 'vhen all is dark 
around you, and sleep is wished for in 
vain. A heavy swell heaves and &trains 
the ship ; the waves dashing and roaring 
und er the cabin-windows; the ropes and 
sails flapping and rattling overhead ; the 
tin1 bers and bulkheads creaking, cracking, 
and growling; form altogether such a 
pretty kind of concert, as one nlight expect 
to fi nd in the palace of Pandemoniutn. 

A gale came on a few da ys a go: I could 
neither sit nor stand without great exer
tion ; but curiosity kept me on deck. The 
·waves ran tremendously high, and the ship 
seen1ed ready to be swallowed up. One 
1nornerlt you are elevated, and mount the 
briny swell ; yon are then sunk do,vn, im
mersed in the deep, shut up, as it 'vere, 
by the foannng surge, which seems to pre
sent on all sides an insuperable barrier. 

A sudden squall laid the ship ahnost on 
ber beam-ends; a head sea struck her while 



gunwale under, and tnade a clear sw cp 
fore and aft; to hold fast is, in this case, 
your only chance of safety. The ship at 
length righted, and we saw· the seamen at 
the pr<nv, emerging, as it ·werc, fi~om the 
wave, reeling from side to side, n1aking 
fast every thing they could, and putting 
themselves in situations that a landsn1an 
shudders evert to look at. The wavcs 'vere 
running, what those who delight in hyper
holical description would cali, mountains 

high. In fact, we were so <.lee ply Ïlnmersed 
sometirnes, and the 'vaves 'vere rolling so 
high around us, that we could not see the 

top-gallant royals of a frigate that happen
ed to be 'vi thin a few hundred yards of us, 
so that at any rate 've must haYe had a 

very pretty specimen of a storn1 of the first 
111agnitude. 

By and by the gale ceases; y our appre
hensions of danger subside; and reflection 
on the past scene satisfies you that it is, 
in the nature of thi ngs, very improbable 
th at a shi p should sink. Her who le ma
teri ais are buoyant; and ber form is such, 
that 'v hile the water is prevented fron1 dis-
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placing the air contained in ber, she can 
no more sink than can a bladder filled with 
air, or· an empty cask. Such reflections, 
and a conviction that your vessel is strong 
and good, prepare you for the next gale. 
Confidence grows fast u pon y ou, and y ou 
ceasç to be surprised that sea1nen, 'vho 
ln1ow these things, and 'vho have escaped 
so n1any storms, should beco1ne callous, in 
a great measure, to the dangers of the sea. 

There is certainly something very sub
lime in a storm; the scene is a,vfully grand. 
Fear bas generally been considered as a 
source of the sublime; and in the case of a 
storm, 1 cannot hel p thinking that it al-· 
ways exists. 1 cannot in1agine, notwith
standing all I have beard seamen say, that 
they, or any one el se, can, in a storm, be 
enti1·ely divested of it. Whatever confi
dence they have in their vessel, they rnust 
know· that they are lia ble to a variety of ac
cidents, 'vhich ·will greatly increase their 
risk and danger. 

The being accustomed to any particu
lar danger lessens it:, operation on the nünd; 
but the dange~ is not removed, nor is its 
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nature altered. A tnanufacturer of gun .. 
powder, for instance, \vorks with as much 
unconcern as if he manufactured leather; 
yet \Ve see instances every year of powder
mills being blown up, and every one near 
them destroyed. A brave fellow of a sea
man, by being engaged in a num ber of 
boarding parties, 'vithout receiving the 

1 
least injury, n1ay go on such enterprises 
cheerfully, and 'vith little or no fear; yet 
it does not follow th at a man, scram bling 
up the side of a ship, full of people ready 
to defend themselves, does not run a great . 
risk ofhaving a pike put through his body, 
before he himself can act either off ensi v ely 
or defensively. 

he mi nd does not willingly d well on 
that \vhich gives it pain. It accommo
dates itself to its condition; bence sea
men, manufacturers of gun-powder, and 
ali those engaged in hazardous occupa
tions, soon cease to reflect on :he dangers 
to 'vhich they are exposed. 

W e are now on the banks of N ewfound
land, the region of codfish; and 1 am call
ed on deck. The ship is hove to for the 
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purpose of :fishing : fresh cod for dinner 
would be not a little acceptable; besicles, 1 
understand there is a good deal of amuse
ment in cod-fishing; you shall know what 
success we have: en attendant, Adieu! 
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LETTER II. 1 

Off Cape Breton, May, 18o6. 

LAND-A-HEAD! Land ! Land! repeated 
half a do zen voices. J oyful tidings ! 1 bad 
just fixed n1yself in a position to secure 
me against the rolling of the ship, a very 
necessary precaution at sea; I had a sheet 
of paper before me, for the purpose of 
saying something to you about the banks 
of N ewfound land and cod-fishing, wh en 
my ears were agreeably assailcd with the 
joyful sound of Land-a-head! 1 am very 
fond of music; yet I can safely say, that 
the fine tones of a Catalani, which I have 
often beard with pleasure, or the modula
tion of a Braham, 1v hi ch is exq uisite, are 
sounds vastly inferior in their power of 
pleasing to the shout of Land-a-head, after 
having been tossed and buffeted across the 
Atlantic Ocean. 

Here we are, on the 20th May, in sight 
of Cape Breton. As we left Portsmouth on 
the 14th of April, our being now in ·ght 
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of the New World is pretty fair. Five 
weeks at sea, however, is quite enough to 
give a high relish for a sight of land of any 
sort; and you can hardi y suppose a greater 
contrast than the land 've have left-the 

1 

green fields of England-and the barren 
mountains of the island of Cape Breton : 
yet we have great pleasure in looking at 
it. W e have still a long voyage to perform. 
We have to cross the Gulf of St. La,vrence, 
and 1 go up the river, 'vhich may probably 
occupy a fqrtnight. · · 

For sorne days past the great increase 
of co1d which 've felt made us conjecture 
that we approached eithersnow-clad moun
tains, or islands of ice 'vhich are known to 
float in these latitudes at this season of the 
year. Those floating islands are of great 
height, sorne have been ascertained to rise 
up,vards of t'vo hundred feet from the sur
face of the sea; their breadth and depth 
in the water must, of course, have been 
immense. From the comparative speci
fie gravity of ice and 'vater, the body of 
ice under water must have been rather 
more than -h-ths of what appeared above 
wate These islands are supposed to be 
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formed on the coast of N e\v Britain, and 
on the Labrador shore, d uring the severe 
'vinters 'vhich reign in those regions for 
about nine mon ths in the year. 'rhe s.ea, 
in a gale of wind, dashed against a rock, 
-will be thro,vn up to a great height, 
and be arrested, in part, by t 1e severe 
frost; frequent accun1ulation w·n render 
the mass of great n1agnitude. When the 
summer heat begins to melt the snow, 
and act upon the land, thes .... in1mense 
n1asses of icc are loosened from the shore, 
and floated off by the north-west winds. 
They arc supposed to continue and fioat in 
the N orthern Ocean for n1ore than one year; 
ar d tllcy, in part, owe their immense height 
to the sno'v and rain 'vhich fall upon thern 
and freezc. 'Vhen, in the course of time, 
they are floated into the more southern lati
tudes, the 'varm air, wluch cornes in con
tact with them, is condensed, and parts 
'vith the mois ture it held in solution, \V hi ch 
appears in the form ofn1ist, and \Vith ·which 
these immense n1~asses of ice are constant} y 

surrounded and constantly fed, tor during 
the night the vapour is frozeu, and add to 
the height of the whole mass. 
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A vesse] to lee ward of one of these float

ing islands is surprised, sotnetirnes before 
it is seen, with a sudden and unlooked for 
degree of cold; and I am assured that it is 
extremely dangerous to approach then1. 
There are n1any instances of Quebec ves
sels, and others, na vi ga ting th ose seas, 
having been wrecked on these islands of 
ice. The Lady Hobart, a Halifax packet,. 
struck on one a few years ago, and was 
totally lost. The passengers and crew took 
to the bQat, and, after being fourteen days 
at sea, were fortunate enough to reach the 
island of N ewfoundland, but, as you n1ay 
'vell suppose, in a n1ost exhausted state. 

N otwithstanding the danger, I must 
own 1 felt a strong desire to see one of 
those buge masses of ice ; but we were not 
so fortunate. The cold we felt proceeded 
from the snow-clad mountains of the island 
of Cape Breton. It presented tous a very 
barren and dreary prospect, very different, 
indeed, frorr1 the smiling land we bad left. 
Y et a great degree of interest is excited by 
a view of even this part of the ne'v world. 

In crossing the banks of N ewfound
land we bad very unpleasant, hazy, and 
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wet \Veather, which, I an1 told, is generally 
found on thetn. It is accounted for in this 
'vay: 

An immense bjdy of water, called by 
seame 1 The Gulf Stream, flows frotn the 
Gulf of ~fexico, and proceeds along the 
coast of America, at a considerable dis
tance from the shore. Its breadth is ge
nerally supposed to be about 15 to .20 
leagues. It runs at the rate of about four 
miles an hour, and i t has be en ascertained 
by; the thermometer that it is considerably 
warmer than the ocean on each side of it. 
This heat is communicated to the air in con
tact with it, which therefore holds in solu
tion an increased quantity ofwater. When 
it gets so far to the north as the banks of 
N ewfoundland, it meets with a c0ld at
mosphere, which cools and condenses the 
'varm air, and renders it incapable of re
taining ali the water it previously had dis
solved; and a deposition of it, in the form 
of mist, fog, and rain, takes place in con
sequence. These increase to such an ex
tent as to obscure the sun for days, and 
sometimes weeks, to the great annoyance 
of the seaman, who is thereby prevented 
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from taklng an observation to ascertain his 
latitude. 

We have been so fortunate as to have 
a favourable and pretty strong 'vind to 
carry us across the banks, so that, with the 
exception of one day, we bad no opportu
nity of fishing for cod. 

1 was called on deck one day to look at 
a banker ; 1 in1mediately thought of Lom

bard-street : yet it seemed strange that 
those who have so many thousand reasons 

for staying at hotne, should find any to in
duce them to be on board ship, alongside 
of us, on the banks of N ewfoundland. 1 
found, however, that the banker is a small 
vesse] stationed on the banks for the sole 
purpose of fishing. There are immense 
numbers of them. They come frotn Ne,v
foundland,and also from the United States; 
for we have given the 1\..mericans liberty to 
fish on the banks, and also on the coasts, 
hays, and creeks, of all our don1inions in 
America. 

I doubt mu ch ho'v far it ·was w·ise polie y 
in our government to allo'v the An1ericans 
to participate in this trade. There tnight 
perhap~ be less objection to it in time of 
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war, when our co1umunication 'vith the 
continent is so rnuch abridged that we 
cannot stipply their den1ands ourselves. 
But in time of peace ·we could certainly 
manage the 'v ho le of this trade; and in 
time of \var even, there seerns no reason 
why we should not exclusively supply our 
1Yest India market. I do not see ho'v Bri
tish capital could be employed more advan
tageously to the country than in a trade 
which dra,vs real wealth from the ocean, 
increases our shipping, and augn1ents the 
number of our seatnen. 

When one reflects on the great extent 
of the Banks of N ewfoundland, being 
nearly four hundred miles in length, by 
about two hundred miles in breadth, be
sicles the sn1aller banks and fishing grounds 
on the coast of Cape Breton, and round 
the shores and islands of the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence, there seetns room enough for 
aU the cod-fish catchers in the 'vorld ; and 
it may seem hard that any of them should 
be excluded. But as Great Britain has 
both the right and the power to 1nonopolize 
this trade, I cannot see any impropriety in 
her doing so. 'rhe allowing the Americans 
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a share in this trade was an act of pure 
generosity on the part of Britain. How
ever, a nation ought to be just to its own 
subjects before it is generous to those of 
another country. 

For sorne days past we have seen a 
great number of enorrnous whales rolling 
their huge carcasses in the deep. It is 
curious ';" enough to observe them 'vhen 
several appear near the vessel at the same 
time. They con1e to the surface to breathe, 
or blow, as it is generally called (and 
with great propriety, for the noise is equal 
to that of fifty bellows of the largest size), 
and the water is spouted to an in1n1ense 
height, like the steam of a fire engine. 

Amongst the extraordinary things one 
meets with at sea, it is not one of the ]east 
surprising to observe smallland-bù·ds several 
hundred miles from land. I 'vas sitting on 
deck the other day, when, to n1y great 
surprise, my attention was arrested by the 
warbling of a bi rd. I looked u p, and saw 
a linnet perched on the rigging, and 'vhist
ling 'vith as much ardour as if on a bush 
in a green n1eadow. It is probable they 
are dri ven to sea in a gale of wind, or, 
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perhaps a fog may conceal the land from 
them, and by taking a wrong direction, 
they n1ay proceed to sea; stiJl it is a matter 
not a little surprising that they should be 
able to continue on the 'ving so long as is 
necessary to fly severa] hundreds of miles, 
particularly 'vhen the usual shortness of 
their flight is considered. ,-fhey continue 
sometimes ~vith a ves.sel for severa! days, 
and are frequently caught by the sailors; 
but it is remarked that they seldom live, 
though every care is taken to give thern 
proper food. 'Vhen the vessel rolls much, 
they find it difficult to retain their footing 
on the rigging, and you see them forced, 
as it were, to resurne their flight in search 
of a better resting-place : poor little crea
tures! they look for it in vain. Y ou at 
Iength see then1 drop i'nto the sea. lt is 
surprising <'vhat hold such little incidents 
take of our sensibilities. 

To-night 've expect to enter the Gulf 
of St. Lawrence. I trust the 'veather n1ay 
continue favourable, and the wind moder
ate, so as to enable n1e to write again be
fore we enter the river. In the tnean time, 

· I 1nust go on deck, and take another view 
of Cape Breton. 

c 
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LETTER III. 

Gulf of St. Lawrence, May, 1806. 

W E are now in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, 
'vhich 've entered a fe,v days ago. The 
entrance through which we passèd is the 
principal one; it is sixty miles broad, and 
is formed by Cape North, in the island of 
Cape Breton, on the south side, and by 
Cape Raiy, in Newfoundland, on the north 
side. There is another communication 
with the ocean, through the Streights of 
Belleisle, between N ewfound1and and the 
Labrador shore, but it is seldom used, ex
cept by running vessels from Quebec, that 
are going to Scotland, or the north of 
Eng1and. The third communication with 
the ocean is by the Gut of Canso, through 
'v hi ch, vessels coming from the lV est In
dies, or the United States of America, 
generaUy enter the Gulf. This passage, 
which is very narrow, separates Cape 
Breton fron1 Ne'v Brunswick. 

·The inland country of Cape Breton ap-
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pears very mountainous, and they . still 
(25th May) are covered '\vith sno,v-a chill
ing prospect. 

W e acquired possessi9n of Cape Breton 
in 1763, and erected it into a separate 
government in 1784. There is in this 
island, which is about a hundred miles in 
length by sixty in breadth, much arable 
land, \vhich at present abounds with hard
wood and pi ne timber. This country is of 
great value to Britain, for several reasons. 
As it commands the Gulf of St. Lawrence, 
it may be considered as the key of Canada. 
There are in its neighbourhood very valu
able fisheries, which cannot well be carried 
on \Vithout a harbour in the island, and the 
harbour of Louisburgh is the principal one 
for that purpose. 

Great advantages are likely to accrue 
from the valuable coal-mines in Cape 
Breton. There is also abundance of iron. 
The working of the coal-mines, together 
\Vith the fisheries, form the chief employ
ment of the inhabitants. Communication 
with the interior of the island is rendered 
easy by means of a number of lakes and in
lets from the sea, fou nd in ev cry èlirection. 
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The gulf is as smooth as a mill-pond. 
We glide along, almost without being sen
sible that we are on shipboard. We passed 
yesterday the Bird Rocks, so called from 
the great number of sea fowls which resort 
to them. These rocks are not very distant 
from the Magdalene Islands, to which they 
are considered to belong. The whole of the 
rocks and islands 'vere lately granted by 
government to adrniral Sir Isaac Coffin. 
The islands are val ua ble only as a fishing 
station. 

These islands are inhabited by the 
French who left Acadia (now Nova Scotia) 
after it was secured by France to Britain 
by the peace of 1763. I arn told they are 
naturally a quiet, good sort of people. In
deed it is weil they are so, for they have 
never been considered of sufficient conse-
quence to give them either laws or a go
vernment. They carry on, however, a con
siderable trade in oil, seal-skins, cod-fish, 
&c. which they send to Europe, or to Que
bec, whence they receive in return the 
yarious articles they have occasion for, 
&uch as flour, liquors, clothing, &c. 

Sir Isaac has late]y made an attexnpt to 
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bring them under his authority as their 
lord and master. I-le bas paid them a visit: 
how far he rnay succeed, time only can 
shew; but I understand they 'vould rather 
be left to then1selves than be governed byl 
any body. 

To the south ward of our course lies 
Prince Edward's Island, near the coasts of 
Nova Scotia and N e'v Bruns,vick. It is a 
fine island ; the soil is rich, and fit for 
every sort of grain. It abounds with tim
ber of a variety of kinds, fit for the ship
builder, carpenter, and cabinet-n1aker. 

vVe are now in sight of the island of 
Anticosti, 'vhich lies at the mouth of the 
river St. Lawrence ; it is about one hun~ 
dred and thirty miles in length, and about 
thirty in bread th. This extensive tract of 
country is not inhabited : the length and 
severity of its wi ters, and the sterility of 
its soi], have rendered abortive sorne at
tempt~ that have been made to settle on it; 
and it will not probably be again attempted, 
while so much good terra .firma remains 
uncleared and unappropriated. At pre~ 

sent the whole island might be purchased 
for a few hundred pounds. It belongs to 



22 

sorne gentlen1en in Que bec, and you might, 
for a very smaU surn, become one of the 
greatest landholders in the 'vorld, and a 
Canadian Seignor into the bargain. 

When yon have passed the island of 
Atüicosti, y ou ma y be sa id to be in the 
river St. Lawrence; but from its great 
breadth (being about ninety miles), you 
still conceive yourself to be in the gulf. 
The channel between Anticosti and the 
n1ain land on the south is about fifteen 
leagues. VVe have a fine favourable breeze, 
and in mid-channel 've can see both coasts. 
The mountains appear to be of great 
height, and they are all covered 'vith snow. 
They are probably a great way inland; for 
although we have been directing our course 
towards those on the south shore the whole 
day, there seems little or no change in 
their appearance as to size and height-a 
proof that both are very great. 

I am inforn1ed their elevation bas never 
been accurately ascertained; ·but, if any 
regard is to be had to appearances, I 
should suppose they are full y as high as the 
Pyrenees. The cap tain of our vessel ima
gines that we are at least a hundred miles 
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from then1. Fron1 this circumstance, a 
. tolerably correct idea may be fonned of 
their height. Sir Isaac Newton has given 
us principles by 'vhich an accurate esti
tnate n1ay be n1ade of the height of an ob
ject if you know its distance, and of the 
distance of an object if y ou kno'v its height. 

When two vessels approach each other 
at sea, the top-gallant sails are, at first, all 
that is seen; the nearer they approach each 
other, the more they seern to rise out of the 
water. Seamen discover, from the square
ness of the yards, 'v hat sort of vessel it is; 
they can judge pretty correctly 'vhat height 
of masts she should have, and, therefore, 
can nearly determine her distance ; a very 
important matter in tin1e of war, and in 
case of being chased. 

If, according to your reckoning, you 
run ninety-six miles from the time you first 
see the top of a mountain until you con1e 
near it, you may calculate that n1ountain 
to be a bout a mile in height; and if y ou 
know the height of the mountain, you can 
ascertain your distance as soon as you see 
it. Increase the height, and the distance 
at which the object may be seen increaie , 
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in the follovring proportion : At the dis
tance of 4.18 miles, looking over a smooth 
surface, you can see the top of an object 10 
feet high; at 8.37 miles y ou can see the 
top of an object 40 feet high. In order 
that one object n1ay be seen at double the 
distanc~ of another, it tnust be four times 
hi gher. The Peak of Teneritfe is from 
thirteen to fourteen thousand feet high, so 
that it will be seen just appearing above 
the horizon at the distance of about 150 
miles. 

When people on the sea-shore talk of 
immensely extensive views on the boundless 
ocean, they are not aware, that these im
nlensely extensive views, reach but a few 
nliles, unless they are on a very elevated 
situation. 

On the south side of the river St. La,v
rence, the province of Canada extends to 
the entrance of the river at Cape _r .. osier, 
where you have the district of Gaspé, and 
a ba y of th at name a few leagues to the 
south of Cape Rosier. This part of Ca
nada is still inhabited by a few Indians. 

On the north side of the entrance of the 
river you have the Labrador coast, and the 
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islands of 1\fingan. Amongst these islands 
there is secure and good anchorage, and 
they present an excellent situation for a 
cod, seal, and sahnon fishery; they are 
\Vell adapted also for carrying on a trade 
'vith the Esquitnaux Indians. 

Higher up the river you have Tite Bay 
of Seven Islands, a sec ure harbour for shi ps 
in any wind. In this neighbourhood are 
wh at àre called Tlze King/ s Post s. 'rhe 
French king established settletnents or 
posts here for fishing, and carrying on the 
fur trade 'vlth the Indians, ·who inhabit 
the country as far north as IIudson's Bay. 
The l(ing's Posts belong to government, 
as succcssors to the rights of the French 
king. They are held in lease by the North
west Company, established in Montreal, 
'v ho pa y 1 OOOl. per annum of rent, and 
they have the exclusive right of trading 
\vith the Indians of the Labrador country. 
Sorne of the finest furs come fron1 these 
posts, particularly bears and foxes. 

'Ve have proceedcd up the nver a con
siderable way, but it still looks like a sea. 
To-day I 'vitnessed a very extraordinary 
scene; a fierce battle, in consequence of 
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a whale being attacked by a thresher and 
a sword-jish. One would think that the 
imn1ense size and strength of the whale 
·would put him entirely out of danger, but 
size and strength n1ust often yield to inge
nuity and stratagetn; no animal seems 
exempt from a violent death, not even the 
whale. Our Canadian pilot informed n1e 
that such conflicts were very common in 
the river St. Lawrence. The thresher 
(the Canadians cali it un fléau) is from 
fifteen to t\venty feet lpng; _of the flat fish 
genus~ resembling a sole, but rather longer 
in proportion ; the back, like that of the 
so]e, is black; and the bell y 'v bite. He is 
assisted in his attack on the 'v~ale by the 
sw·ord-fish. It would seem that pure anti
pathy and mischief are alone the causes of 
this con1bination ; they have not the sti
mulus of hunger, as they do not eat the 
'v hale 'vhen dead. Fish are generally con
sidered to be extremely stupid animais; 
but here you have a concerted plan, and 
an instance of ratiocination, approaching 
to that of the dog or fox. 

When the attack is to commence, the 
sword-fish gets under the whale, and darts 
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up at h~1n 'vith in1mense force*. ':rhe 
'v hale, feeling the stroke and attack of the 
sword-fish, flies to the top of the ·water, 
'vhere th~ thresher attacks him. I sa\v 
the whale come np, raising his buge back 
high out of the water. The tail of the 
thresher 'vas immediately seen brandished 
in t~1e a ir, ·and most part of his body out of 
the 'vater; fiap after flap he struck the 
'vhale on the back as fast as I could with a 
stic~, who, feeling the blows, darts clown 
head foremost, raising his immense forked 
tail in the all', and striking 'vith it on every 
side, apparently 'vith a vie\V of hitting the 
thresher, and if it did, instant death most 

* To shew the strength of the sword-:fish, it may be 

proper to observe, that the sword has been found stick

ing in the bottom of a ship. On the 16th Septernber, 

1806, in Ayre' s ship-yard, in Kensington, near Phila

delphia, the ship Pensilvania packet was hove clown, and 

it was found that she had been struck six feet below tht 

hends by a sworcl-:fish : the sword had pierced the copper 

sheathing, and bottom plank, to the ceiling inside; the 

sword was broken short off outside; it had been driven 

in with such force as to splinter the plank and cause a 

leak. It is supposed that the sword-:fish mistakes the 

ship for a whale. I believe there is to be seen, in the 

British Museum, a part of the bottom of a ship, with 

the sword of the fi:,rl which pierced it sticking in it. 

j 

, 
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probably 'vould follow. The sw·ord-fish 
again attacks h_im; the ·whale rises again, 
and ~ is again attacked by the thresher; 
he again descends, but attempts in vain 
to elude the attack of his enemies. I saw . 
him several times raise his head out of the 
water, at the moment the thresher's tail 
J\ras brandishing in the air, and striking 
him. He seemed to atten1pt to catch it 
in his n1outh. 

The conflict continued in view about an 
hour. Son1etin1es they rernained under 
'vater for a few minutes, but the 'vhale 
must come to the surface of the 'vater to 
breathe, or blo-w, as it is called; and be
si des, the attacks fron1 the sword-fish, it is 
to be presumed, 'vere incessant, and would 
naturally make hirn rise to the surface. It 
is probable they did not leave the whale 
till they bad killed him. I understand, 
fro~ the Canadians, that whales have 
been found killed by the sword-fish, who 
at the same time bas fallen a sacrifice to 
his own furious attack, not having been 
able to dra w the sword fron1 its whale-belly 
scabbard. 

This latter circumstan.ce, if true (for I 
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have not myself seen it), is sufficient evi ... 
dence to prove that the s'vord-fish assists 
the thresher in his attack on the whale, and 
1 find that the Canadians all agree that 
the sword-fish has a share in the battle. 

It is itnpossible to conceive any thing 
more desperate than the conflict appeared 
to be. To see the tremendous animais in 
contact, part of both raised high out of 
the \Va ter at the same time; the black back 
and immense head of the whale, contrast
ed 1vith the long white and black tai] of 
the thresher, in constant action, literally 
threshing the 1vh!ile most unmercifully; 
every blow 'resounding like the noise of' a 
cannon : feeling the blows, and gal led on 
all sides by creatures he might weB despise, 
he flounces about, blowing and making a 
tren1endous noise; dashing the water to a 
prodigious height, and occasioning a sort 
of local storm. 

One 1vould imagine that Job alluded 
to such battles when he describes the Le
viathan:-'' out of his nostrils goeth smoke; 
he rnaketh the deep to boil like a pot; he 
maketh a path to shine after him ; one 
would think the deep to be hoary .n 
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'l~hére was something extremely sub

lime in the whole scene: bad a Milton be
held it, he certainly would have given it a 
place in his 'vritings, clothed 'vith aH that 
fine imagery and lofty diction his wonder
fui genius could so 'vell bestow. 

I perceive my letter is of great length: 
how can i t be otherwise, in talking of the 
]argest river, the largest anitnals, and 
an1ongst the largest mountains in the 
world ? Every thing around n1e is on the 
grand scale. Let us have a little respite, 
ho,vever. I dare say you think it is high 
ti me. 
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LETTER IV. 

River St. Law1·ence, off Cape Chat, 
Thirty~eigltt leaguesfrom Anticosti, ~lay, 1806. 

V\T E have been beating up against a con
trary wind since yesterday, and have, in 
tacking, bad an opportunity of approach
ing both sides of this immense river. The 
appearance of the country is very different 
indeed from any thing you can see in 
Europe. rrhe 'vhole, to the very edge of 
the 'vater, is one continued forest. The 
trees, however, appearing scraggy and 
dwarfish, present a most desert and me
lancholy aspect, without the Ieast appear
ance of the country being the residence of 
human beings. 

Probably it looks pretty much the same 
now that it did to Jaques Cartier, when, 
in the year 1535, he sailed up the river St. 
Lawrence, and discovered Canada. ,..fhe 
river had its name fro1n his having entered 
iton St. Lawrence's day. The etymology 
of the word Canada, or why the country 
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received this nan1e, are equally unknow·n. 
I have heard a definition, which is more 
whimsical, perhaps, than true. It is said 
that the Spaniards had visited the country 
hefore the French did; but fin ding it very 
barren, and 'vithout gold, the grand ob
ject of their pursuit, they frequent} y, on 
the eve of their departure, mentioned in 
the presence of the Indians, " aca nada," 
signifying, here is nothing. When the 
French visited the country, the Indians, in 
hopes of getting rid of them, and suppos ... 
ing them Spanianls, repeated frequently 
aca nada, which the French, not under .. 
standing, thought, might be the name of 
the country; bence they called it Canada. 
Y ou 1nay take this definition till you can 
find a better. 

To-day we have passed the isle of 
Bique, and we see sorne signs of an inha
bited country. The face of the heavens 
appears quite darkened 'vith smoke, aris
ing from the burning of the ·woods, which 
is the method taken in this part of the 
world to clear and prepare the land for 
cul ti vation. W e see the forest burning at 
a great distance, and in a variety of si tu-

, 



33 

ations. One cannot hel p regretting this 
apparent waste of timber; but the fact is, 
there is yct as much timber to be found in 
situations from which it can be easily 
transported to the river, as the n1arket re
q uires ; besicles, the grea ter part of the 
timber we see burning is of an inferior 
quality, and would not be \VOrth the ex
pence of transportation. 

'Vhen the underwood is thick, which 
is genera11y the case where the trees are 
of an inferior size and quality, the blaze 
of the burni~g forest is awful. It con
tinues to burn for weeks together, and you 
see here and there, an1ongst the half con
sumed ordinary sized trees, the trnnks of 
v~ry large trees, scorched black to the very 
top. The fire lays 1vaste every thing be
fore it for many miles beyond what those 
\vho first kind1ed it, intended, or could 

· cultivate; and you see a new forest gro,vn 
up in many places, while the old charred 
trunks of loft y trees still remain nearly the 
ame as 'vhen first burnt ; for it is the 

quality of charcoal to preserve \vhat it 
urrounds from corruption. 

A few buts. a ppear here and there on the 
D 
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shore. Their mutual wants and mutual de
fence induce the settlers to draw near each 
other. We have here the very rudiments 
of civil society. The in habitants of tbese 
buts are Canadians ; they have few wants 
wbich their o'vn i~1dustry and ingenuity 
cannot supply; they are their own archi
tects, carpenters, shoernakcrs, and tay
lors; and except for their hatchets, and a 
fe,v simple tools, they are very little de
pendant on foreign assistance. 

W e have received a visit from son1e 
Indians ; they came off to us in a birch 

canoe, on purpose to dispose of so1ne fish 
they bad caught. vVe took them on board, 
and as they were the first Indians I bad 
ever seen, they excited 1ny curiosity not a 
little. Poor, nüserable looking creatures . 
they certainly were; feeble and dinünu
tive in form, they gave us a very disad
vantageous idea of their countrymen. 
It is hardly fair, however, to judge of a 
people frorn the appearance of a fe,v fisher
men; at the same time, 've ought to recol
lect that the I ndians are ali fishennen and 
hunters, and that therefore th ose we sa 'v 
are more likely to be a fair sample of the 
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,çrhole tribe, than the fishermen or huntel's 
of a nation w hi ch em plo ys the g~eat ma
jority of its people in the arts of civil so
ciety, . are to be considered as a samp1e of 
the people of such nation. 

"\Ve received fro1n then1 ali their fish; 
they -,vould not take money in return, but 
seemed highly pleased when ·we gave them 
in exchange, a bottle of brandy, and sorne 
salted pork. They got into their feeble 
bark, and paddled off, singing for joy.
Limited, indeed, are the \vants of these 
poor creatures, when such a trifling cir
cumstance could gladden their hearts. 

As we proceeded farther up the river, 
the country assumcd a more favourable 
aspect; the number of habitations increas- _ 
ed, and we began to observe marks of cul
tivation. W e passed the Island of Bique, 
'vhere vessels bound for Quebec and Mon
treal usually take pilots; for the naviga
tion of the ri ver no'v becomes more intri
cate, from the number of islands, banks, 
and shoals, which abound. At Bique 
there is good anchorage; and the frigates 
\Vhich con1e to convoy the Canada ships 
home, do not in general go higher : it ii 
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the usual place of rendezvous. The vessels 
from Quebec proceed do,vn to Bique to 
receive their sailing instructions. lt is 
distant from Quebec about 150 miles, and 
frotn Montreal near 350. 

After passing Bique, several beautiful 
islauds rnake their appearance ; Green 
Island, Hare Island, the islands of Kau
mouraska, and a variety of others, all cover
ed " 'ith 'vood. Sorne of them are inhabit
ed, and in a state of cu1tivation; no more 
\Vood bein'g left than is necrssary for fuel 
and other domestic purposes. This, in the 
course of tin1e, will be the case with al most 
all of them, as the soil of many is very 

good. 
The magnitud.e of the river now strikes 

one very forcibly, for though it is about 
twenty miles broad, 1 found, on tasting 

\... 

sorne of the water at half ebb ti de, that it 
was perfectly fresh. 1 really do believe that 
there is more fresh water thrown into the 
ocean fro1n this river, than fron1 aH the 
rivers in Europe put together, I have seen 
many of the largest of them. A dozen 
Danubes, Rhincs, Rhones, 'raguses, and 
Than1eses,, 'vou1d be nothing to bventy 
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miles of fresh ·water in bread th, from ten to 
forty fathoms in depth. 

The mountains on both sides are very 
high, and often terminate in capes or bold 
headlands, 'vhich have a very fine effect. 
In general, I percei ve that there is, on both 
sides of the river, a tract of land compara
tive] y level, bet\veen high-water mark and 
the first range of mountains, particularly 
on the south side; and we see parish 
churches, villages, and a general appear
ance of cultivation. Y et still the strip of 
cultivated ground, vie,ved from the river, 
is so small, compared \Vith the high \vood
covered rnountains in the back ground of 
the picture, that it is scarcely enough to 
take off the appearance of complete savage 
wildness. The sombre hue of the pine forest 
is a strong contrast to the lively verdure of 
the corn-fields. I perceivc that the spring 
is very late in this part of the country: 
in many places the rising grain is not suffi
ciently advanced to cover the ground, and 
the forest trees are not yet in leaf. Vege
tation, in general, is very little advanced, 
although \Ve are now at the end of May. 
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One cannot help being struck with this 
tard y appearance of spring in a latitude so 
far south. W e are now in latitude 48, 
which is not only to the south of the most 
southerly part of England, but even con
siderably to the south of Paris, where sum
mer beat is now oppressive. If we coin
pare the comn1ence1nent of vegetation in 
the old and new world, we shall perceive a 
striking difference even where both situ
ations may feel the influence of the sea air. 
In Norfolk (on the coast), 'v hi ch is at 
nearly an equal distance from the north 
and south extretnes of England, vegetation 
was last year very generally observed, both 
in the field and in the forest, about the 
n1iddle of March, although upwards of five 
degrees to the north of our present situ

ation. 
W e anchored, during the night, a tt he 

foot of the traverse, a well known part of 
the St. Lawrence, ·where we first had an op
portunity of observing the great rapidity 
of the tides, and \Vhere, fron1 shoals and 
islands, the navigation, to strangcrs, be
coules somewhat difficult, and even dan-
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gerous ; but 'vith a good pilot and a fair 
lvind there is little or no risk. 

This morning we have a fine breeze, and 
we approach Quebec fast. We are no'v 
opposite the Island of Orleans, one of the 
largest in the river, and one of the most 
beautiful. It is about thirty miles , in 
length, by about ten in breadth. Look
ing at this island one might fancy one's self 
in sorne part of Britain. The greatest part 
of it appears cultivated; and vil1ages and 
cottages every where present themselves to 
the eye. 

Quebec just begins to open to our 
view in very fine style : the scenery on· 
both sides of the river is charming. On 
the left we see Point Levi, with its roman-
tic church and scattered cottages; on the ..,~, 
right is the upper point of the Island of 
Orleans; beyond it the main land opens to 
view, and you are struck 'vith the magnifi-
cent Falls of' Montmorency. A river, called 
The J.l!ontJnorency, of very considerable 
magnitude (as large as the Thames at Rich
mond}, is seen precipitating itself in a 
body over a perpendicular precipice of • 
246 feet. I t is allo,ved to be one of the 
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finest waterfalls in the 'vorld. The eye 
then runs along a cultivated country for 
about half a dozen miles, and the prospect 
is terrninated by a ridge of n1ountains on 
the right, and by Cape Diamond and the 
Plains of Abraham on the left, 'vhere yon 
see the city and battlements of Quebec 
commanding majestical~y the surrounding 

country. 
The ship is alongside the wharf; and 

although she is as good a ship, and wé have 
bad as good a voyage as falls to the lot of 
most people, yet 1 do assure y~u, 1 very 
willingly step out of her,-into the Conti
nent of· America. 
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LE'rT.ER V. 

Quebec, J uly, 1806. 

HAviNG led you, n1y worthy friend, across 
the Atlantic, and Gulf of St. Lawrence, 
and conducted you up the river to Quebec, 
let us take a vie'v of this famous city and 
its neighbourhood. I have no'v been here 
a few weeks; and a fe,v 'veeks residence is, 
I conceive, quite enough to enable one to 
see and judge of the outward and visible 

part of a country, its inhabitants, and their 
customs. Indeed, I am convinced that it 
is d uring the first fe,v 'veeks' residence that 
you are best qualified to judge of, and de
scribe these n1atters. In the first place, 
the appearance and manners ofthe,country 
y ou came from, are a live in recollection; 
bence y ou 'v ill the more forci bi y be 
struck with every thing new; and in the 
second place, 'vhile these impressions are 
new, they 'vill so occupy your mind, as 
to enable you, with facility, to describ 
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then1 clearly and forcibly, which you 
'vou]d have great difficulty in doing after 
time had familiarized them to you, and 
'veakened y our recollection of th at country, 
and of those appearances with which 
you originally contrasted them. Renee 
you always find that the truest and most 
li v ely descriptions of co un tries, of people, 
and of manners, are given by travellers 
who make a point of noting do,vn, under 
the impressions of the moment, what
eYer may strike them as worthy of re
n1ark. 

Europeans have ever been told that 
the appearance of America is extremely 
imposing; and, so far as I have seen, I 
can safely bear testimony to the truth of 
.the remark. Nature seems to have sketch
ed the picture with a bold band : the out
line is rough, but the effect is grand, and 
à la distance, the scenery is extremely 
pleasing. 

There is not, perhaps, in the whole ex
tent of this immense continent, so fine an 
approach to it as by the river St. La,v
rence. In the southern states you have, in 
general, a level country for many miles in-
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land; here you are introduced at once 
into a majestic country: every thing is on 
the grand sca]e; tnountains, 'voods, lakes, 
rivers, precipices, waterfalls, ali shew the 
band of nature in a vast and imposing 
manner: the stamp, the impression of 
originality, are conspicuous every where. 
rrhe pigmy operations of man, the marks 
of civi]ization and of cultivation, here and 
there n1eet the eye ; yet, nevertheless, the 
country bas still the appear~.~nce of an in1-
mense forest. 

'Vhen 've reflect on the nun1ber of 
years this country bas been in the possession 
of Europeans, 've cannot help being sur
prised that it should still retain so n1uch of 
its orjginal rudeness: it is no'v about 260 
years since it 'vas taken possession of by 
the :French. Ho,vever, it must be confess
ed, they cannot be said to have bad peace
able possession. They 'vere very soon at
tacked b y the Indians, 'v ho kept them in 
an almost constant state of warütre; they 
were never free from alarms; and in this 
perilous situation they continued for many 
years. The infant colony seems to have 
been very much neglected by 01d France, 
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'vho did not by any means watch over it 
with a motherly care. 

The colonizing of Canada was for 
many years entrusted to privateindividuals, 
\vho, at their o'vn expence, fitted out ex
peditions. 'fhey 'vere usually men of rank 
and fortune, who took the lead in these 
expeditions, receiving from government an 
exclusive right to trade with the Indians in 
furs, 'vhich at first was the principal ar
ticle of Canadian commerce. 'fhese lead
ing men found no difficulty in enticing 
as many individnals to accompany them as 
their funds could provide for. But cx
pçrience ever shewed that these expedi
tions 'vere on too small a scale to ensurc 
success or safety to the settlers. They were 
quite inadequate to putting them on a 
footing with their opponents, the Indians; 
'vho harassed them in such a manner by 
continued and reiterated incursions, ~that 
they could neither sow nor reap in safety. 

From the year 1535, 'vhen Quebec was 
first discovered, to the year 1664, a period 
of 129 years, the governrnent and trade 
of Canada were in the possession of private 
mercbants holding under patents from the 
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king of France. In the ycar 1664, the 
king assun1ed the governn1ent; a governor 
'vas appointed; but the trade of the 
country was given cxclusively to the Conl
pany des Indes Occidentales. 

The English had by this tirne esta
blished colonies in New England, and at 
Boston, 'vho did every thing in their 
power to weaken and ânnoy the French 
colony, which they found interfered in 
their trade with the Indians. Indeed, the 
English attacked and took Quebec so far 
back as the year 1629; but it 'vas restored 
to the French by the treaty of St. Germain 
in 1632. 

· rrhe French government, even after they 
took the colony under their own imme
diate care, seern to have paid n1ore atten
tion to the fur trade, to exploring the in
terior of the country, cultivating the fi~iend- · 
ship of the Indians, and spreading the 
Roman catholic religion, than to the im
provement of the country in agriculture, 
and the promotion of the arts, and the do
rnestic pursùits of civil society. 

It is surprising to think with 'vhat per
severance and industry the Ronzan catholic 
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1nzsszonaries ex plo red the in teri or of the 
country ; su bmitting to the privation of 
every comfort, adopting the savage n1ode 
of li fe, su bjecting then1sel v es to a thou
sand insults, and even to death itself, 
'vhich was inflicted sometirnes in the n1ost 
barbarous manner. 'Vithout going into 
the n1erits of the cause which protnpted 
su ch perseverance,-snch heroic co nd net, 
've cannot help adn1iring the men who 
thus evinced their zeal and courage. 
'Vhere the intention is good, praise is due, 
and \Ve may suppose 'vill have. its re·ward 
fro1n Him who knoweth the he art. 

I shall close this, as an opportunity oc
curs for England. In n1y next you shall 
have sorne account of one of the first cities 
on the Continent of America, in celebritJ 
at ]east, if not in extent. 

•· 
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LETTER VI. 

Queb~c_, August, 1806. 

AMoNGST the great variety of cities which 
I have had occasion to visit in my peregri
nations through Britain, and the different 
countries on the continent of Europe, I 
think I never saw any one 'vhich has so 
happy a situation as Que bec*. 

Samuel de Champlain, who founded it 
in the year 1608, deserves immortal honours 
for the judiciousness of his choice. It ever 
has been considered, and probably ever 
will be considered, as the capital of that 
immense , region called the Canadas. lt 
certainly is the key of the river St. Law
rence, 'vhich contracts suddenly opposite 
to the city, being only about a n1ile in 
bread th; 'vhereas the bason of Que bec, im
n1ediately belo\v, is from four to fivc 1niles 
in bread th; and the river widens immedi
ate} y above he city. The grand battery 
of Quebec is opposite to the narrowest 

* Latitude 46.55, lon~itude 70.10. 
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part of the river, and is an extensive range 
of yery heavy ordnance, besicles sorne 13 

inch mortars, 'vbich, if properly served, 
n1ust destroy any vessels which might 
atten1pt to pass, or come near enough 

to injure the town. 
The river opposite to Quebec is about 

100 feet in depth, and affords good an
chorage: for a considerable way above 
Quebec it is navigable for ships of any 
size. Indeed, large ships go as high up 
as Montreal, 'vhich is near 200 miles 
above Quebec. 

The site of Quebec seems to have been 
destined by nature for the capital of an 
en1pue. 1-,he surrounding country is Inag
nificent; and it is seen to great ad van tage 
from Cape Diamond, which overlooks the 
great river, and is the termination of the 

plains of Abraham. 
It is a very difficult thing to convey 

by words a correct idea of any to,vn, or 
give a just notion of the situation of a 
place, and the appearance of its surround-

. ing scenery. In reading the description 
of a place, we naturally draw a picture 
of it in our own mind; but it is ahvays an 
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erroneous one. N othing but a 1nodel, if 
properly executed and coloured, or a pano
'ranza, the most excellent of aU sorts of 
painting, can enable one to fonn so correct 
an idea of a place as to supersede the ne
cessity of visiting it. 

I recollcct how much I 'vas struck with 
the difference between the picture I bad 
drawn in n1y own 1nind of n1any places 
of consequence and celebrity, the descrip
tions of 'vhich I bad read, and their real 
and true appearance on inspection. Of 
these the most striking 'vere London, Lis
bon and its magnificent Cintra, Gibraltar, 
1\Iontpellier, Lyons, Paris, and n1any other 
places of note on the continent of Europe . 
.... 1.lthough the picture I had dra,vn to my
self of Que bec was nGt correct, yet it ·was 
fully as near the truth as I expected it 
would be. · 

I do not pretend to be a great profi
cient in the topographie art, but the dra,v
ings of Quebec are, in general, so very er
roneous, or at lcast so inadequate to the 
end proposed, that the aid of description 
~eerns extrcn1ely necessary, in order that a 

E 
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tolerably correct idea of the place 1nay be 

formed. 
'The general course of the river St. Law-

rence is fron1 south-west to north-east . 
. A.bove the island of Orleans, the St. La,v
rence expands .. and a bason is formed by 
the junction of a river called the St. Charles, 

'vhich co1nes from a lake of the same name, 
situated an1ongst the mountains to,vards 
the north. After passing an Indian vil
lage, about ten I iles fron1 Qucbec, called 
Lorette, situated upon elevated ground, 
the St. Charles takes its course th~ough a 
plain, 'vhich is separated fron1 the great 
river by a ridge of high land, about nine 
miles in 1ength, extending from a place 
called Cape Rouge, to Cape Dia1nond. The 
general breadth of this ridge is from one 
to two miles. Cape Dian1ond is a bold 
prclnontory, advancing into the river St. 
La ,·;renee, of an elevation of 350 feet a hove 
the river, near.y perpendicular; and the 
batu{ the 'vhole 'vay to Cape Rouge is 
nearly of. the san1e elevation, rising from 
the river al most perpendicular: the ridge 
lopcs to,vards the north till it reaches the 
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valley, through ·which the river St. Charle 
runs. This ridge of land bas every ap· 
pearance of having been an island, sur .. 
rounded by the great river. 'rhe valley is 
full of large round stones, and other matter, 
1vhich indicatc the presence of water at no 
very remote period, and the operation of a 
strong current. 

On the north-east, or lo,ver end of the 
penin sula, Que hec is situated; and the 
line of its fortificatjons runs frorn the rive 
St. Charles, across, to the top of the bank 
'vhich overlooks the St. Lawrence; the 
distance is about half a mi~e: and from 
the line of fortification to the point of 
Cape Dian1ond the 9istance is about a 
quarter of a mile: 'vi thin this space stands 
the city of Quebec. It consists of an 
Upper and Lo,ver 'fown: the Upper Town 
may be said to be situated on Cape Dia
mond, at least u pon the :siàe of it, which 
slopes towards the ri ver St. Charles. It is 
much elevated above the Lo,vcr To, n, and 
separated from it by a line of st€cp rocks, 
'vhich run _fron1 the cape towards the river 
St. Charles. Formerly the river St. La,v
rence, at high \Va ter, came up close to these 



5~ 

rocks; but as the tide rises and falls here 
about fifteen feet, it gave an . opportunity 
of taking from the ri ver a considerable 
space; 'vharfs were built at 1ow ,water
mark, and even at sorne places beyond it, 
and the intermediate ground filled u p to 
such a height that it re1nained dry at 
high water. U pon this situation streets 
were laid out, and bouses built. These 
streets run from the upper siùe of Cape 
Diamond clown to the river St. Charles, 
a distance of about half a nüle; they are 
of considerable bread th, and the ho uses 
are large and com_modious; those next the 
river have attached to them very extensive 
warehouses ( called, in the language of 
Quebec, hangards), ,and vessels come 
close to the ·wharfs to discharge their car
goes; at son1e of them the vessels remain 
afloat at lo'v 'vater, at others, 'vhich are 
p.ot carried so far out, or w he re the river 
does not deepen so suddenly, the vesse]s lie 

dry at lo'v 'vater. 
The Lower 'rown is not included in the 

fortifications, but the passes to it are co1n
n1anded. by the batteries in the line of for
tification, 'vhich surrounds the Upper To,vn_; 
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so that the approach by land to the Lower 
Town 'viii hardly be attempted by an ene
n1y. It is true the Americans attempted it 
in the 'vinter of 1775, but they 'vere re
pulsed with great slaughter. 

General }\llontgomery, in the 'vinter 
177 5, besieged Que bec 'vith an American 
artny, and 'vhen reinforced by General Ar
nold attacked the city by assault on the 
night of 31st Decetnber. 'They were re
pulsed;-the general and two of his aids
de-canlp 'vere killed. The blockade con
tinued during the 'vinter: but on· the arri
va] of troops fro1n England in the spring, 
the siege 'vas raised, and the Americans 
driven out of the province. 

During the 'vinter the to,vn 'vas de
fended almost whol1y by the inhabitants; 
there 'vere onl y fort y soldiers in the garri
son. Luckily two king's ships 'vintered 
there, the cre,vs of which assisted in the 
defence of the to,vn. The deficiency of 
Inen in the garrison arose from their having 
been carried into the United Statés to fight 
our battles in that quarter. The defeat of 
the Americans on the plains of Abraham, 
and their being obliged to raise the siege, 
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bas contributed, amongst other things, to 
distinguish Quebec as a strong hold. 

The communication fron1 the Lo,ver 
Town to the Upper Town is by a ,vinding 
street; at the top of which is a fortified 
gate. On entering this gate, you find on 
the right hand a large area, in which i" si
tuated the hou se . ( dignified with the title 
ùf a palace) in ,vhich the bishops of Que
bec formerly resided; at present it 1s used 
for public offices, and accomrr1odates the 
supreme council and bouse of assen1hly. 
Beyond the palace you have the grand 
battery, on which are 1nounted many pieces 
of heavy artillery, besicles mortars, which 
certainly con1mand the channel of the 

great river. 
Turning to the left soon after entering 

t.he gate, you fi nd yourself in another area 
or square; on the side next the ri ver yon 
see the Chateau de St. Louis, in ·which the 
governor resides. It is situated on the 
brink of a precipice, and you have the 
Lower rrown of Quebec under your feet. 
The vie'v fron1 the gallery at the back of 
the chateau is extensive and grand. Oppo
sjte to the chateau on the other si de of the 
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square, you have the English church, a 
very elegant building; aHd the court ho use. 
\Vhere elegance is not so conspicuous. Ü1 

the north side of the square you have a 
very handson1e building, erected for, and 
used as, a tavern, hotel, and assembly 
room. 

In the neighbourhood of this squa e 
you find towards the north an extensive 
area, in which is situatcd the Upper Town 
Inarket-house; a building perfectly unique 
in its kind. One d.oes not know which to be 
n1ost astonished at, whether the 'van o 
taste in the architect; or that llis plan 
n1et 'vith approbation: suffice it to say, 
that on a building one story high, you have 
a _ o1nc as large as that of St. Paul's in 
London. _ r ev er were the ru les of arch·. 
tecture ana conunon sense n1ore outraged. 

From the area of the rnarket-place dif
ferent streets diverge, leading to the ditfer .. 
ent gates of the city; viz. I-I ope Gate, Pa
lace Gate, St. John's Gate, and St. Le ~is's 
Gate, besicles the gate leading to the Lo,ver 
Town ;-these strcets constitute the LT pper 
Town, Outsidc of ut. J0hn' and Palace 
Gate there are extensive suburbs, :w..hich 
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are increasing in size daily. The popula
tion of Que bec and its su burbs tnay be 
reckoned about ten thousand souls. 

There is nothing in the appearance of 
Quebec itself which strikes one as be1ng 
very different from an Eng1ish town, ex
cept, perhaps, the roofs of the ho uses; they 
are gcnerally covered 'vith boards or shin
gles, and y ou ahvays see on the roofs, seve .. 
rai ladder~, for the sal<e of easy access in 

case of fi re. 
A shingle roof so mu ch resem bles a 

slate one, that ,vben they are painted a 
slate colour, you cannot know the one 
from the other; the only evil attending 
them is, that they are lia ble to catch fi re: 
from this circumstance, Quebec bas for
merly sufferE:d greatly from fires. A law 
bas been passed encouraging the cover
ing bouses with boards in place of shin
gles, and, indeed, prohibiting the latter al

together. 
The dread of fire in Quebec is greater 

tban in any place l ha~e ever known, but 
when it is considered ho'v much they for ... 
merly have suffered from _it, one ceases to 

be surprised. 
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A society bas been forn1ed, called the 

Pire Society: they elect a president and 
other office bearers annually. 'fhe object of 
this society is to assist in the extinguishing 
of fi re, for which purpose they have se veral 
engin es and firernen; indeed, in case of fire 
almost every man may be said to be a fire
man, for eyery body lends his assistance : 
poor people who have heen very active re
ceive pecuniary re,vard frorn the society. 
Their funds are raised by annual voluntary 
su bscri ption. 

lVlany of the best bouses, and most va-
- luable warehouses are covered with tin 

plates, 'vhich make not only a very beau
tifttl and very durable roof, but are a1so a 
complete security against fire. 

The reason that fire bas spread so ra
pidly in Que bec bas been, that the shingles 
when once inflamed, being extreme]y light, 
\Vere b]o,vn by the 'vind to an incredible 
distance, and operated on other shingle roofs 
like a sho,ver of fi re. N ow, the tin-plates 
receive the burning shingles with impunity; 
it n1igbt be in1agined that the tin-plates 
would rust, but this is not the case. I have 
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seen roofs near forty years old, and they not 
onlyremained perfectly bright, buthad never 
required anyrepairs; so that although son1e
what expensive at first, a tin-plate roof 'vill 
be a saving in the end. 

'fhere are very fe,v objects of curiosity 
in Quebec deserving the attention of a 
stranger. 'Ve have ali read and heard so 
n1uch about nunneries, 'vithout, in Eng
land, having an opportunity of seeing them, 
that the occasion no sooner presents itself 
than it is e1nbraced. Strangers generally 
pa y a visit to the Que bec nunneries: to 
me they 'vere not objects of curiosity, 
having seen so rnany in Portugal and in 
Spain; ho,vever I n1ade one of a ·party, and 

visited then1. 
There are three nunneries in Quebec, 

the Ho tel Dieu, the Ursulines, and the 
General Hospital. The nuns appear to have 
as much reason to be satisfied with their si
tuation as any nuns can be supposed to 
have. They tell you that they are happy; 
Jnt ·were they to say so a thousand tin1es, 
you, someho\v or other, cannot bring your
self to believe it ;_:..so contrary ta human 
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nature seems the li e they lead. 'rney 
'viii reason with you as to the propriety o 
their instltution.-1 ob~e1-ved L > o 1e of then1, 
\vith \vhorn I had sou1e co versation, that I 
tho 1ght it a very cruel and u ltair thing to 
p·~rnüt a young girJ w 10 \Vas ignorant of 
the world, and even of the natural propen
sitiesl of ber own heart and tnind, at the age 
of fourteen, to take vows of etcrnal celi ba
c y, a 1d sccJ usion frorn the worlcl. l-Ier 
answer vas plausible if not conclusive: she 
said, that the law pernuttedyoung wotnen of 

. that age to take vows of eternal constancy 
to n1an,-she did not see any good reason 
'vhy tl}ey should be protlibited frorn taking 
VO\VS of eternal con3tancy to Jod.. 

The nuns here are not so u-:;eless, ho,v
ever, as tl1ose in the south of Europe; 
they ernploy thetusel ·es in teaching young 
girls, rea(_hng a:nd ne<.~dlework. They at 
the sa1ne titnc, it is true, il1std into their 
young rnincls, very bigoted notions of their 
religion, 'vhich isa tnatter ofcollscience with 
thetu : but it is to be regrctted, that young 
people, who rnust necessarily n<:tve very 
ji·equent conununication with !teretics in 
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the course of their future lives, should be 
taught to look on thetn 'vith an unc:qari
table eye. 

However, I believe 1 can safely say, 
that nowhere do the Ron1an Catholics and 
Protestants live on better terrns than here. 
They go to eachother':,rnarriages, baptisrns, 
and burials without scrup!e; nay, they have 
even been kno,vn to make use of the san1e 
church for religious wursh1p, ont.. pürty 

using it in the forenoon, at1d thf other in 
the afternoon. There is so1nething truly 
Christian in ali this; ït evinces a rneekness 
of spirit, and a degree of charitable for
bearance 'vith one another, which greatly 

promote general happiness. 
rrhe Roman Catholic religion is that of 

the great majority of the people; and, by 
the Que bec bill of J 77 4, the clergy are 
authorised to receive tythes fron1 people of 

' their own persuasion, but not from Protest
ants, or off lands held by Protestants, 
though formerly su ch lands · might have 
been subject to tythes. The dues and 
tythes of these lands are still ho,vever paid; 
but it is to persons appointed by govern-
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ment; and the amount is to be reserved in 
the bands of the receiver-general for the 
support of protestant clergy actua11y resid
ing in the province. The governor rnay 
erect parsonages and rectories, and endo'\V 
thern out of these appropriations. The 
clergy of the church of England, in both 
provinces, amount at present to twelve 
only, exclusive of the bishop of Que bec; 
-of the church of Scotland there are only 
three ;-of the church of Rome there are 
about t\vo hundred. 

Quebcc on the north, north-east, and 
south sides, is so strongly fortified by the 
nature of the ground, that little has been 
left for the engineer to do; \v hat was ne
cessary howevcr bas been do ne: and as 
the great river, and the ri-ver St. Charles 
surround, in a n1anner, the fortifications in 
these -directions, and in sorne places come 
very near the bot torn of the rocks; no en e
my, if a cotnmon degree of vigilance is 
ohserved, can hope to succecd by an attack 
on these quarters. 

The least defensible part of Quebec is 
towards the south-,vest, where the Iine of 
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fortifications extends from one side of the 
peninsula to the other, enclosing the city 
and highest part of Cape Diatnond. There, 
a cavalli er battery bas la tel y been erected, 
"vhich comtnands the ground to a consi
derable distance from the walls; at the 
extent of the range of this battery, 1nartello 

towers are about to be erected, 'vhich ·will 
sweep the plains of Abraham, and prevent, 
in sorne metisure, an enen1y fron1 approach
ing near enough the 'valls to make a breach. 
There is no fosse; so that if a breach \Vere 
once made, a daring enerny "\vould have no 
difficulty in cntering the city. 

rrhe ground for a considerable distance 
to the south-west of the city of Quebec is 
called The Plains of Abraham, fan1ous for 
the battle in which General 'tVolfe beat the 
French. rrhese plains are nearl y on a lev el 
with the fortifications, and ·widen as you 
retire from them, to the extent of fro1n one 
to two miles, preserving the level nearly 
throughout, but sloping a little hoth 'vays, 
particularly towards the riYer St. Charles 
on the north. On the side to,vards the St. 
Lawrence the bank is of great height; 
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aln1ost perpendicular, and generally cover
ed \vith ·wood 'vhere the slope 'vill admit 
of it, \vhich is not ahvays the case. Not
'vithstanding the difficulty of ascent, Ge
neral Wolfe, \vith infinite labour, contrived 
to carry his little army, and a fe\V small 
field pieces, to the top of the bank, and 
took his stand on the plains of Abrahatn. 

The Frenah \Vere astonished, on looking 
out in the tnorning, to fi nd him there; they 

J came out of the city and gave him hattie. 
He beat them, and followed thetn close u p 
to the \valls of the town. 

It \Vas very unaccountable that the 
French should resolve to come out of a 
strong fortification { where they might long 
have resisted the assailants} and put them
selves on a footing \Vith their enemies. 
Besicles the troops in the city of Quebec, 
the French had ten thousand n1en encamp
ed at Beauport, 'vithin a fe,v rniles of Que
bec. If an arrangetnent bad takcn place 

· 'vith those troops, that they should attack 
Wolfe at the moment the gan·ison sallied 
forth, his little army must have been eut to 
pieces. To this error we owe Que bec*. 

* They were less to biarne, perhaps, than General 
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The French general 1\tiontcalm, as vvell 

as the braV'e Wolfe, fell in the engagement; 
very different however must have been theil" 
feelings in tbeir last moments. The con
duct of the Frènchman in rashly sacrificing 
his troops and the intcrests of his country 
could not bear reflection.. 'Volfe saw his 
troops triun1 phant; they bad beaten the 
ene1ny: he died in the arms of vic tory. 

How sleep the brave, who sink to rest, 

By all their country's wishes blest! 
When Spring, with dewy fingers cold, 

Returns to deck their hallowed mould ; 

She then shall dress a sweeter sod, 

Than Fancy's feet have ever trod. 

By fairy hands their knell is rung, 

By forms unseen their di~ge is sung .. 

There, Honour cornes, a. pilgrim grey, 

To bless the mould that wraps their clay: 

And Freedom shall awhile repair 

To dwell a weeping hermit there. 

1 have been on the spot 'vhere W o1fe 

Murray afterwards was, who, notwithstanding the exam

ple of the French having su:ffered by it, left the fortifica• 

tions, went out on the plain in the face of a superior ~rmy, 

under the command of the French general Mr. Levi. 

He was beat en, and obliged to retreat to the city with the 

loss of his artillery and near a third of lùs arro y. 
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feU, and a stone is shewn on \vhich it is 
said he 'vas laid. It is very much mutilat
ed, from the curiosity of strangers who wish 
to carry off a bit of it, as a kind of relie. 

· One cannot help feeling a good deal inte
rested in traversing a field of battle ;-the 
glory which \Ve attach to the death of the 
hero who falls in his country's cause, sanc
tifies the ground on which he feil. 

The upper to,vn of Que bec being on a 
very elevatccl situation, enjoys fine air, and 
a comtnanding vie'v of the surrounding 
country, 'vhich affords the most sublime 
scenery in nature. I have seen most of 
the fine vicws in Europe; and l can safely 
say, they do not surpass, perhaps they do 
not equal, that frotn the flagstafl" of Que
bec on Cape Dian1ond. 

The rnajestic St. Lawrence under your 
feet, receiving the waters of the river St. 
Charles, and f(>nning the bason of Que bec, 
from three to four n1iles across ;-further 
ou you see the river dividing itselfinto two 
branches, forming the beautiful island of 
Orleans :-on the opposite side of the great 
river, a finely wooded country, terminating 
at Poiut Le,ri, conceals the course and bed 

F 
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of one of the branches of the ri ver~-the 
island of Orleans, the falls of Montn1oren
cy, strike the observer; and the villages of 
Beauport, Charlebourg, and Lorette, ap- ,. 
pear at a distance, and rend er the \voods in 
\vhich they are emboson1ed rnore interest
ing. The eye follo,vs the northern bran ch of 
the St. La,vrence till it is lost amongst the 
distant mountains. To the south,vard you 
look over a level country for upwards of 
sixty n1iles, till the vie\v is bounded by 
n1ountains. This extensive tract is still in a 
great measure in a state of nature ;-no
thing to be seen but the stately forest in 

all its majesty. 
, Arnongst the fine views which 1 have 

beheld 'vith de1ight, and 'vhich con1bine in 
them abjects sufficiently striking to entitle 
thern to be compared \vith the vie'v from 
Quebec, I recollect that fi·orn the Rock of 
Gibraltar,-from the pass of Bellegarde in 
the Pyrenees,-from the Place de Pe,ru at 
lVlontpellier,-from Kingsweston near Bris
tol,-from Edin burgh Castle,-fron1 Cintra 
near Lisbon,-and fro1n n1any other places 
,vhich 1 could rnention; but the vie'v from 
Quebec is equal to any of the1n, perhaps 1 



1 

67 
might even venture to say, that it surpasses 
thern ali. It is difficult to imagine a more 
happy blending of art and nature ;-vil-

. lages, country houses, cottages, corn fields, 
-are combined 'vith primeval woods, fine 
rivers, beautifal islands, 1nagnificent 'vater
falls, to,vedng hills, and lotty n1ountains. 

From the scenery \v hi ch surrounds Cape 
Diamond let n1e return to the Cape itself. 
-I had beard that Cape Diamond, and 
the country in the neighbourhood of Que
bec, abounded with 1narble. I am no great 
tnineralogist; but, from every thing I can 
observe (and I have taken sorne pains to 
examine), I do not fi nd any species of cal
careous rock in the ·whole extent of the 
ridge, fro1n Cape ,Diamond to Cape Rouge. 
Wh at generall y prevails, is a coarse incom
plete sort of schistus, the laminee of \vhich, 
'vhen exposed to the operation of the at
mospher~, 1noulder into a clark brown co
loured earth; it never can be used for 
building to any advantage, unless it is de
fended ti·otn the action of the air. 

Cape Diamond abounds 'vith very fine 
specitnens of quartz, or rock crystals.-I 
have 1nyself, in walking on the banks of 



68 
the river at the foot of the rocks, found 
n1any of then1. They are discovered from 

the brilliancy of their reflecting surfaces:
they sparkle like the dian1ond ;-and hence 
the place bad its narne. On examination, 
I have generally found that they are pen· 
tagons, tcrnünating in a point, and possess
ing naturally rouch of the brilliancy and 
polish of a eut diatnond ; and they are so 
hard, that like a diamond they eut glass. 
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LETrER VII. 

Quebec, August, 1806. 

I FORMERLY observed to you, that Que
bec seems ad1nirably situated to becorne 
the capital of an ern pire. A llow me to tuen
ti on the circumstances which induce me to 
think so. 

The uninterrnpted navigable part of 
the St. Lawrence is of great extent,
near fiv·e hundrcù n1i!es, 'vhich is the di
stance betwcen the Gulf of St. L<nvrence 
and Montreal, wLere, are found vessels of 
from S to 400 tons burden. In its course 
it receives a nun1ber of fine rivers, which 
open a comrnuriication with the country on 
ho th sides. The lake Cham plain, 120 
~1iles in length, comn1unicates with the St. 
I.Ja,~Tencc by n1eans of the river Sorel (or 
Chambly, as it is someti1nes called), and is 
the natural channel for the produce of the 
fine country surrounding this lake. 

Although the ship nav1gation cnds at 
. fontreal, anothcr species of naviga~ion 
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commences, suitable to the ,vateJ;s to be 
navigated, and to the commodities to be 
transported. Bateaux, and canoes, convey 
to Upper Canada, and the country round 
the lakes, and to the north-west territories, 
the European cotnmodities thPy want; and 
'vith the aid of scows~'*, floats, and rafts, 
carry do·wn to Montreal and Quebec the 
surplus produce of these imn1ense regions, 
as y et of trifling amou nt 'tis true, cotnpared 
with the cornmerce of Europe; but 'vhen 
one reflects on the variety of climate, of soil, 
and of productions, ,vhich these extensive 
countries display; and the facility given to 
the transportation of goods by means of so 
many fine ri vers and large lakes; one cannot 
help concluding that it is destined at sorne 
future period to be the n1ost colnmercial 

country o , earth. 
The river St. La,vrence must ever be 

the grand ou tl et to the ocean for the pro
ductions of all that tract of country be
tween the United States and H udson's 
bay, including the lakes Erie, Ontario, 1\ii
chigan~ and lake Superiort; and there can 

* These, described in another place. 
t Although the lakes 'are not immediately connectçd 



71 
be no clou bt that Que bec is the key of the 
river St. La wren ce. 

When 've consider the many millions of 

with the Atlantic by any other river than the St. Law
rence, yet there are severa! rivers that fall into the At
lantic, which rise so near the sources of others that run 
into the lakes, and each navigable for boats so near their 
sources, that by means of them, and of a very short land 
carriage, trade may be carried on between the Atlantic, 
and the lakes. There are three channels for this trade 
which particularly demand attention ; the first by the 
Mississippi and Ohio, and thence up the W abash, ~fia
mi, and Muskingum, from the heads of which there are 
portages of from 1 to !5 miles, to the rivers which faU 
into the Lake Erie: secondly, along the Patowmack river 
(which flows past TVashington City), and from thence 
into the Cayahoga, Bigbeaver, and Yahogany~ to Presque 
Isle, on Lake Erie: thirdly, along Hudson's River (which 
falls into the Atlantic at New York), and the Mohawk 
River, Wood Creek, Lake Oneida, and Oswego River, 
which falls into Lake Ontario. In the course of time 
there will be a competition amongst the settlers on these 
different routs, which shall have most of the trade of the 
Western terri tory, but they must aU yield to the St. Law
rence, which cmumands a decided preference, because 
the distance to a port where vessels from the ocean can 
load, is shorter than by any uf the other routs, and the 
portages are not so long; and besicles, during the summer 
months, the ri vers in the United States have so little 
water near their sources, that the length of the portages 
must be greatly increased. ln the St. Lawrence they are 
al ways the same. It 
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acre5 which communicate 'vith this river 
and surround the 1akes, where, at present 
you have only the stately pine, the hardy 
oak, and many other tenants ofthe forest; 
and ,vhere in course of tin1e 'vill be seen 
the golden harvest, the lowing berd, the 
bleating flock, and the sons and daughters 
of industry and innocence ;-the heart ex .. 
panels with secret pleasure, and tastes in 
anticipation, the happiness in reserve for 

posterity. 
Man in civilized society is naturally a 

commercial animal; he is seldotn satisfied 
with 'v hat he possesses; he must be chang
ing one thing for another; he is pron1pted 
toit by h-is 'vants, and .when he can find in 
any one place such things as he may desire 
to have, thither he resorts. This formerly 
gave birth to fairs; and it bas made sorne 
cities perpetual fairs. ft bas made Lon
don the first city in the world; and it will 
continue Quebec as the first city in the 
Canadas; perhaps it may becon1e the first 

lt is worthy of notice that a person may go from 

Quebec to New Orleans, at the mf>uth of the Mississippi, 

by water the who le way, except about the space of one 
mile from the source of the Ilinois river, to the source of 

a river which fall~ into Lake Michigan. 
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in America, for it has a much more exten
sive communication with the interior of 

America than the new city of Washington 
or any other city of America. Neither 
the Pato'\vn1ac, Chesapeake, Dela,vare, nor 
I-Iudson's river, are at all to be con1pared 
to the St. Lawrence, either in tnagnitude 
or extent of back country. 

Quebec is already considerably extend
ed beyond the walls: there may in ti me be 
as much difficnlty in finding out the old 
'valls and old city of Que bec, as the re is 

in finding the bounds of the old city of 
I .. ondon. I fancy I hear people proposing 
to take a 'valk to the w·est end of ~he to,vn, 
orto TVolfe's Square, 1n the centre of which 
may be placed his statue, 'vhere TYolfe's 
stone now lies. rrhe river St. Charles, which 

at present covers unnecessarily a great deal 
of gronnd, may be confined to a narro'v 
channel, and will be a fine situation for 
extending the Lower 'rown as far as Beau
port. vVharfs and quays 'vill of course 
arise: the situation is excellent for dry and 
"·et docks; and warehouses 'vithout nu tuber 
rnay be eligibly situated. 1 believe the 
French .bad this in conternplation, and even 
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went so far as to make a plan of it. Long 
before these things take place, Canada may 
possibly be no longer a British colony: to 
this subject 1 shall direct your attention 

in my next letter. 
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LE'ITER VIII. 

Quebec1 August, 1806. 

ALLOW me to make a few observations on 
the treahnent the Canadians have expe
rienced since the conquest. 

The length of time Canada may con
tinue under the don1inion of Britain, will 
depend very much on the n1anner in ·which 
the country is governed, and the kind of 
policy observed towards the inhabitants. 
It is a subject ,vhich is even no'v discussed 
every day, and I find that there is a great 
difference of opinion aboutit. 

'V e lost the United States by an impo
li tic course of treatment, and it behoves us 
to look ·weil to the Canadas. Sorne people 
pretend to say that we are better without 
America, and very ingenions argun1ents 
have been brought forward to prove it. 
One thing 've may be assured of is, that 
the arguments 'vill be favourably received: 
\Ve are very glad to find palliatives for evils 
we cannot rerncdy. I suppose no one will 
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pretend to say that the loss of our North 
AnH·rican colonies, and consequently of 
our Newfoundland trad~, would not be a 
vrry scrious evil to Great Britain. Al
though selt:..i uterest and the power of eus· 

ton1 1night inùuce the people to continue 
their trade with us, anJ our Customhouse 

books mightslww higher ex ports than while 

they were under our dorninion, still if we 
depcnded on them for any articles of the 

.fir~t nccess1ty )-part)' spirit, caprice, or fo
r~ign influer c<>, n1ight prod uce a non-im
portation act, or an ctubargo, nay they 
n1i2.ht e\~cn refuse hread and water to our 

L-

111en of war :--injuries to which loVe never

would be liable, vere we masters of the 
country. lt appears to n1e to be decidedly 
thf- iuterest of Great Britain to retain the 
don li 11 ion of her North An1erican co]onies, 

even tkough her doing so should retard their· 
proç;ress in population, in arts, and in com
rnC1"Ce. 'fheir indi\'idual interests ought to 
yield to. th ose of the 1nother country, the 

head of the en1pirc. 
Canada, and Canadians, differ very ma

terial1y frorn the ci-devant British colonies 

in A1ncrica and tl eir inhabitants. These 
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-were Englishn1cn,-descended fi·o1n men 

'vho had the highest notions of civil and 

religious liberty, and they inherited the 
tetnper and sentitnents oftheir anccstors;
they werc itnpatient under what they con
ceived · to be the tyranny of govcrrunent, 

and they hrought about the revolution. 

The Canadians arelcgitimate Frenchn1en,
the descendants of the worshippers of Louis 

the Fourteenth and of Cardinal Richelieu, 
-the descendants of men who never once 
formed an idea, thernselves, of the nature 

of ci vil and religious li bert y, and 'v ho, of 

course, would not be li~~cly to in1press iton 

the 1ninds of their children. 'rhe authori

tative mandates of the French king have 
never sounded in their cars in vain ;-they 
'vere issued 'vith ali the arrogance of des
potism, and received 'vith irnplicit and 
passive obedience. Even now, to reason 
with the great bulk of the Canadians on 

the n1easures of governn1ent, is 'vhat they 
nevcr 1vo'< for; LH'Y have no idoa of ques
tion1 1~; t 0ir p~·opriety ;-:·onunand them 

au nom (1U l. .. oi, and JOli wi l be obeyed. 
'1. he gove nn -~nt of Bri tain have thought 

"' o givt; to CanaJa a cvr • ., itution upon 
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the same principles as ber o'vn; and have 
given to the Canadians the right of elect
ing, and being elected men1hers of the 
legislature. I-Io'v far it has been w:ise so 
to do, · appears at least probletnatical. 
That ·which is a positive good in certain 
circumstances, tnay be a positive evil in 
others. Is it clear, that the British forn1 of 
government is fitted for Canada, and that 
the Canadians are in a state to be benefit
ed by being a1lowed a share in the govern
lnent? Does their knowledge, their educa
tion, the 'vhole train and direction of their 
ideas, prejudices, and passions, fit them 
for being legislators ? I suspect that the 
answer must be in the negative. 1-lo'v 
can those men attain a knowledge of the 

. principles of governn1ent, and of civil 
and religions liberty, who can neither 

re ad nor write, 'v hi ch is the case wi th , 
the great mass of the people, and ho\v-
ever strange it may appear, is the ca5c 
with many of the members of the House of· 
Assembly. This must seem incredible, but 
is however strictly true ; and is of itself a 
most convincing proof that it 'vas too soou 
to gi ve them a share in the government. 
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The state of the country is so lo'v as to 
arts and letters, that it is itnpossible to 
find in the counties, and even sometimes 
in the to,vns, men, who in any respect are 
capable of taking a part in the legislature. 
Let kno,vledge be more generally spread 
through the country; let the people be 
taught to read and to reason, which En
glishmen had long been habituated to be
fore they received their constitution, and 
then, and not till then, ought they to have 
a voice in the deliberations of government. 

I do not den y that sorne of the Canadians 
are q ualifieJ from their education and ge
neral kno,vledge to take a part in state 
affairs, but it is the case 'vith very few of 
them; and to pretend to fi nd in the counties 
in general, fit men to represcnt them, is 
altogether out of the question. The coun
ties are large districts, thinly inhabited, 
and generally by people 'vho cannat leave 
their families without great injury to their 
private interests. In fact, 1nore than one 
ha1f of the n1ern bers of the II ouse of As
setnbly are tnerchants, shopkecpcrs, law
yers, and notaries public, living in Quebec, 
and Montreal. The IIousc of Asscmbly 
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consists of fifty men1bers, and I will ven ... 
ture to say, that taking away seven or eight 
of thetn, whom I could name, the business 
of the Hou se could not go on at all, such 
is the incapacity of the rest. "Vould not a 
council, includingthese seven or eight n1em

bers, answer every purpose of a House of 
Asse1nbly? Nay, be more consonant to the 
feelings and prejudices of the n1ajority of 
the Canadians, and to the state of the pro
vince both in a civil and military point of 

VlCW. 

I may be told tbat it is no\V tao late, 

the Canadians having tasted the sweets of 
power. It is an observation as true as it is 
cotnmon, that it is never too 1ate to do 'vell. 
lt is to be hopcd, and presun1ed, that the 
Hcuse of Assetnbly will not in any material 
point thwart the intentions of the execu
tive, or act contrary to the intercst of 
Great Britain. If they di cl, I should think 
it by no n1eans too late for the governor to 
dissolve thetn ncvcr to meet again, except 
to be instant1y dissoh·ed, wLich it is in his 
power to do. It wou~cl be doing n1any of 
them no great inj~1ry to transplant then1 to 
their corn fields, or country si1ops, instead 

1 -
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of allowing them to sit in a House of As
senlbly where they are mere cyphers, or, at 
best, tools to a few designing men. 

The Canadians themselves seem to have 
felt their incapacity to act as legislators, 
for they opposed as much as they could 
the introduction of the present form of 
governn1ent. It \Vas brought about by the 
English residents in Que bec and Montreal; 
but fron1 sorne mismanagement at home 
they were con1pletely outwitted. If U p
per and Lower Canada had had but one 
bouse of assemb1y, the English party 
would have always kept the majority. 
But Canada was divided into two provin
ces; and as the French Canadians jn Lower 
Canada greatly outnumber the English, 
they have completely the ascendency in the 
Ho use of Assembly ;-a thing never dream
ed of by those who promoted the introduc
tion of the present form of governmen t. The 
Canadians find that the government of the 
country is virtually placed in their hands; 
the English cannot carry a single point if 
they choose to oppose them; and is it to 
be expected that a constitution founded 

G 
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on the purest principles of civil and re
ligious liberty, can be supported, explain
ed, and acted upon, by n1en, ,vho are as 

· ignorant of such principles, as they are 
deficient in general knowledge? 

The di vision of Canada into two provin
ces, with separate and independent go
vernments, 'vas certainly approved of by. 
1\!Jr. Pitt, though it did not originate with 
him :--=-the present lord Grenville I have un
derstood 'vas instrun1en!al in bringing it 
about. - It appcars contrary to principles 
,vhich ~Ir. Pitt afterwards applied to an
other part of the empire. He n1aintained, 
and all n1ankind must allo'v that union 
gives strength and vigour; by the union 
of Scotland and lreland 'vith England, 
the strength of the ,vhole is generally 
allowed to be increased. The same 
principle 'vill apply to the Canadas. They 
should not have separate legislatures, be
cause it will in time engender separate 
interests, real or supposed; and produce a 
jarring in their co-operation for the general 
good of the colony, and in pro1noting the. 
interests of the mother country. 
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It docs not appear attended with much 
difficulty, even now·, to unite the hvo bouses 
of assen1bly, as the Irish was to the English 
Parliament. Let the governor of Upper 
Canada be in civil, as he now is in nli
litary matters, subordinate. The officers 
of the crown, and the judges, (as in Scot
land and Ireland), nlight continue to act, 
each for their own district, under such ne·w 
regulations as might seem expedient. The 
]a,vs and language of Upper and Lo,ver 
Canada being different, need be no o~jec
tion. The same thing exists between the 
highlands of Scotland and England, though 
the same legislature serves both. An union 
of the i\VO governments seems the only line 
of po licy ·which can ens ure to Englishmen 
that weight in the country which is highly 
expedient, not only for their own safety and 
convenience, but for the good of the pro
vince, and the interests of Great Britain. 
If Canada is to have a representative go
vern ment ('vhich I by no n1eans think ne- ' . 
cessary ), the \v ho le province should have 
!>ut one legislature, and one head. 

'The British .government have in more 
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cases than one, acted unwisely, in my 
humble opinion, in these matters.-'l'here 
can be little doubt that the kind of go
vernn1ent to be given to a conquered 
country ought. to be fitted for the people 
to be governed, regard being bad to their 
previous habits, and the general state of 
society. 

The English conquered Corsica, for in-
stance, and took it into their heads to give 
the Corsicans a British constitution. Of all 
the islanders in the Mediterranean the 
Corsicans are the most sa v age, and were 
the least accustomed to think for them
selves in matters of gove!n1nent. What 
·was the consequence? Lord Minto, the 
first viceroy, could tell you. Their savage 
mRnners could not be 1noulded so as to 
make them fit for deliberating in council. 
Like the Canadian mem bers of parliamen t, 
many of then1 could neither r~ad nor 'vrite. 
Su ch men cannat a ppreciate the value of 
a free constitution. 'rhe English are so 
fond of their consitution, that they think 
it is only necessary to she·w it to aH the 

1 world, and it must be accepted with joy. 
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'fhis way of thin king will naturally enough 
be adopted by those ·who have studied po
litics in their closet, and have never been 
out of England ;-but, by those ·who have 
visited foreign countries, who have con
ten1plated man in astate of ignorance and 
superstition, very different conclusions, 1 
venture to say, 'vill be drawn. 'rhe Eng-
1ish consitution is, I imagine, too cotnplex 
a machine to be at once undcrstood, adopt
ed, and put in tnotion, by a simple and 
uninfonned people, who have not been ac
custoined to political disquisitions, and ab
stract reasoning. 'V e ought to recollect, 
that eyen in England, a nation ever forward 
in its advances to refinement, it "\Vas only 
by degrees that a free constitution was in
troduced,-the country for many centuries 
being in a state of probation, as it 'vere. 
The seeds of liberty, 'vhich, in one reign, 
were sown and began to shoot out, were in 
the next, trodden und er foot and destroyed. 
Rational and genuine freedom is not the 
child of theory, it would appear ; it cau
not, like a book, be taken up and laid clown 
at pleasure. 
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A truce, however, for the present, topo
litical discussions. I am going ,vith a party 
to see the Falls in this neighbourhood. The 
Fall of Chaudiere is, 1 am told, very grand; 
and the FaU of Montmorency, will, l doubt 
not, give as mu ch pleasure, on a near view, 
as 've are led to expect from its grand ap
pearance at a distance. 
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LETIER IX. 

Quebec, September, 1806. 

SIN CI~ I last bad the pleasure of \Vriting 
you, I have visited not only the Fall of 
Chaudiere, but also the Fall of llfontmo

rency, two of the greatest natural curiosities 
'vhich this country has to boast of. N either 
of the rn is eq ual to the far-famed Falls of 
Niagara, in Upper Canada, 'vhere the St. 
Lawrence precipita tes itself in a body over 
a rock about 160 feet of perpendicular 
height; but they are both possessed of 
beauties pcculiar to themsclves, which 
render them highly deserving the attention 
of the lovers of the sublilne and beautiful. 

The river Chaudiere falls into the St. 
Lawrence, about five nliles above Quebec, 
on the opposite side. When a visit to it is 
in conternplation, a boat ·must be procured, 
for 'vhich you must be indebted to sorne 
of your friends, as thcre are none for hire : 
and you 1nust carry meat and drink with 
y ou, (if y ou in tend to eat )-a thing ne ver to 
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be neglected when a jaunt into the country 
is proposed. A cockney steps into a post .. 
chaise 'vhen he makes an exrursion from 
London,-drives twenty miles intothe coun
try to _sorne favourite spot,-orders dinnerat 
the inn,-takes his a1nusement, and returns 
when he feels an inclination. In a11 this 
business, he is a very passivekind of animal. 
N o,v, here, if you wish to go into the coun
try,you must literally be active ;-yon mqst 
study the tides, procure boats and men to 
n1anage them, carry your dinner and drink 
with yon, act the part of cook yourself fre
q uen tl y ;-aU this, ho,vever, serves, I think, 
to make these little excursions the more 

amus1ng. 
We 'vent up the St. Lawrence \vith the 

tide and a strong breeze, and landed in 
the mou th of the Chaudiere. It is so full 
of rocks and rapids that you cannot sail 
up it; and the banks are so steep and 
full of wood that they adn1it of no path to 
the fall. It is situated about three miles 
from where the Chaudiere joins t.he St. 
Lawrence; and it is necessary to make a 
circuit of ·a few tuiles in order to get to it. 
Part of our way was easy enough, as there 
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is a road eut through the wood; but the 
greater part is very difficult, as you are 
obliged to find your 'vay through a 'vood 
whcre there is no road, nor any visible 
path to direct you,-at ]east that I could 
discerrt. However, sorne of the party had 
been the re be fore; and 'vere, besicles, sonle
what acquainted with the art of travelling 
in a \Vood. 

It is surprising \vhat new light experi
ence throws on this 'vay of travelling. An 
lndîan or a Canadian voyageur, will dis
cern a path or tract \vhere others have 
passed, and follo'v it for many da ys, \vhere 
you and I never \vould have in1agined a 
hutnan being hacl passed before. Those 
accustomed to travelling in the woods ac
q uire a dexterîty in discovering foots teps, 
truly surprising. 'rhe fallen lea,res, where 

· I could discover no vestige, shew, to an ex
perienced traveller, infallible 1narks of it. 
They are frequently aided by the under
\Vood in finding the route already taken ;
a branch broken in a certain manner, or, 
the branches t\visted, or put into unnatural 
situations, indicate that son1e one had 
passed that way. By their acuteness in 
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these matters, the Indians follow either 
focs or frit'nds through extensive forests 
with as ntuch certainty as the fox-hound 
follows the !ox. If they expect to be fol
lowcd by their friends, they leave certain 
unequivocal n1arks behind then1. They 
break the und et wood at ev er y step in a par
ticular n1anner, and notch the trees as they 

pass along. 
If an Indian or Canadian voyageur 

wishcs to n1ake a journey to any particular 
place, to which there is no known tract;
he goes into the woods without the smallest 
dread; he 1nakes straight course, and 
will, after 1nany days journey, reach his 
de~tination, without a cornpass, through 
·woods that perhaps never before bad been 
trodden by the foot of n1an. They tell you, 
that by narrowly observing the trees, they 
discover certain marks ,vhich indicate to 
them the points of the compass,even though 
the sun should be obscured by thick wea
ther. rrhey never lose their presence of· 

rnind, as those do who are not accustomed 
to travelling in the woods. For my part, 
bad I bcen left alone, after penetrating into 
the Chaudiere wood a few miles, I doubt 
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rouch 'vhether I evcr could have found my 
way out again. 

There 'vas an instance, not long ago, of 
a pcrson belonging to Quebec having lost 
his party 'vho were going to see the Falls. 
He was never n1ore beard of. It was sup
posed that he had wandered in the 'vood 
till his strength failed hi rn, and th at he had 
fa lien a sacrifiee to fan1Îne. This ide a is 
confirmcd from the circun1stance of a hu
man skeleton having since bcen found in 
the 'vood. He 'vas a strong, healthy, 
young n1an. 

It is very 'vell known in this country 
(fro1n a number of people having from time 
to tirne lost their way in the 'voods, but 
who accidentally found it again), that the 
mind undergoes a wonderful change when 
yon find you have lost all traces of your 
'vay. A kind of delirium con1es on-per
haps the effect of fear. The persan is no 
longer capable of using his accustomed sa
gacity, and profiting from his own experi
ence. Objects which might have pointed 
out to him his 'vay, are passed by unno
ticed; he otten 'vanclers in a circle 'v hile 
he supposes himself pursuing a straight 
line. Sometimes, after wandering a 'vhole 
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day~ he fi.nds hin1self within a. short dis
tance fron1 his own bouse, when he thought 
himself many n1iles fro1n it; and vice 

versa. 
A gentleman lately told n1e, that he 

went into the woods in Upper Canada 
with his gun, in the ncar neighbourl ood of 
his o'vn bouse. In pursuing his game he 
penetrated deeper into the wood than he 
had been accusto1ned to do, and finally 
lost himself. He did not know ·which 'vay 
to go ; h~ pcrsevered ho,vever, in hopes of 
getting to son1e part of the country which 
he knew; he travelled the ,vhole day with
out knowing where he was, and without 
the least appearance of an inhabited coun
try. Overcon1e with fatigue of body and 
distraction of mind (for he bad left a 'vife 
and fan1ily at home),. he sat clown in de
s pair. After sitting sorne time, he thought 
he discerned a house through the trees at 
sorne distance ;-he started up,-and made 
towards it. Conceive his astonishment, his 
joy-it 'vas his own hou se: he thought him
self at ]east forty miles from it. In fact, he 
had bèen travelling all day in a circle, and 
often in places which he might have known, 
bad his mind ~een tranquil, and possessing 
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its usual po,vers of discernment; but these 
bad fied, the moment he becatne alarn1ed at 
finding he did not kn<nv his \V~Y· 

I have been told many stories of this 
kind ; and I am the more inclincd to be
lieve them from rny having once experi
enced son1ething of the same kind 1nyself, 
on losing my way, and all traces of a road, 
upon an immense heath in Portugal. The 
effect, on that occasion, was n1ore visible on 
1ny guide than myself. vVe bad set off 
pretty earl y in the morning,-had crossed a 
n1ountain, and proceeded several tniles on 
a dreary heath, by tracts known only to the 
n1uleteers. ~ I t was in the mon th of No
vember; the day was clark and gloomy, and 
it bad rained vio1ently aU the morning. By 
and by, I found that rny muleteer stood 
firm, and 'vou1d not advance. I called 
out to him to know what 'vas the matter; 
he said, we had lost our way. 'rhe rain bad 
for a long 'vhile so beat in my face, that I 
bad not paid much attention to the ground 
we were upon. I trusted to n1y guide. On 
now Iooking aroünd me, I found that there 
·was not the smallest trace of a road. 
" Oh, my God !" cries the 1nuleteer, " we 
are lost-we shaH perish. 1V.leo Dcos! so-
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mos perdidos, Jesus 1 Jesus!"- He imnle
diately began to cross himself. 1 knew 
this to be the dernier resort of a Ron1an 
catholic when in despair, and that force 
alone would now make hin1 exert hin1self. 
He would neither ad vance nor retreat; he 
seented to have }ost his power of judging 
and reflecting, as ·well as his po,vers of act
ing. 1 'vas determined he should udvance, 
and at length_, by threats, and a certain de
gree of coercion, I roused him to action. 
"V e did ad vance, and finally arrived at 

.· a part of the country 'vhich "·as inhabited. 
I 'vas glad to find that we bad 'vandered 
but a few miles from our way.-Let us re
turn, however, to the woods in Canada. 

Our party bad no great difficulty in di
recting their course to the Chaudiere. Its 
noise at last announced its proxin1ity. The 
Chaudiere 'vould in England be considered 
as a river of considerable magnitude. Its 
banks at the fall, are highly picturesque; 

, they are very lofty and very steep, yet co
vered with stately pi nes of a variety of fan
tastic shapes. Scrambling along a rock, 
you approach the brink of the precipice 
130 feet perpendicular, where the river 
throws itself into the abyss belo,v, roannO' n 

,. 
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and raging along, as if angry at being forced 
from its natiYe channel, to be lost in the 

t. Lawrence. 
"\'V e \Vere much gratified with the gran

deur of the fall, and of the s urrounding 
scenery. Looking up the ri,?er, the view is 
not extensive, but highly picturesque; ihe 
lofty banks are overhung \Vith wood, and 
the gr.ey rocks, \Vhich now and then she\V 
ihemselves, add to the wi1dness of the 
scene. 'The \Vater, when not s\velled by 
rain, does not fill the channel, but is seen 
'vinding round the points of rocks, and 
fonning into currents, \vhich, according to 
the quantity of water at the time, sepa
rate or join near the head of the fall, and 
quickening their motion as they approach 
the brink, are dashed into the gulf be!o1v .. 
The vie\V do\vn the river is of the same wild 
nature as that u p\varcls; rocks and trees 
and rolling rapid streams, ali confounded 
together: the sunbean1 illurnines the rising 
spray, mixing radiant gen1s \Vith the sonl
bre hue of the forest. Na ture, in this spot, 
cetns just ernerging from original chaos

so \Yild is the appearance and arrangement 
of every thing around you. 
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After having fully gratified our curiu

sity, and remarked all the beauties of the 
place, seated on the Chaudiere rock, and 
moistened with thè rising spray till we were 
dripping like so many river gods, we re
sol ved to retrace our steps through the 
wood. "VVe did so 'vith Jess difficulty than 
on our approach, and regained our boat 
with appetites 'vorthy of son1e excellent 
beef steaks, ,vith ,vbich 've bad provided 
ourselves. W e lighted a fire on the rocks,
cooked our dinner ,-1nade u p a table in our 
boat, and with one accord commenced the 
attack. Every thing was excellent, be
cause every body was hungry, and disposed 
to be plea~ed :-noble ingredients in all 
feasts and parties, from the cottagers' po
tatoes and milk,-u p to ragouts and bur-

gundy. 
After seeing the Fall of Chaudiere, my 

curiosity was the more strongly excited to 
see the Fall of 1\fontmorency, more famous 
still than the Chaudiere, because it is seen 
at a distance by ali ,vho sail up the St. 

Lawrence. 
The river Montmorency falls into the 

St. La,vrence about nine miles belo'v Que-
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bec; and it may be said, almost litera li y~ 
to fall into it, for the distance does not ap
pear to be a hove four or five hu nd red yards. 
'fhe approach toit, both above and below, 
is very easy; you may drive a gig to with
in a few yards of i t. The Montmorency 
is certainly one of the fincst falls in the 
'vorld: it is (as I have forn1erly n1entioned) 
no less than 246 feet perpendicular height. 
Sorne give the preference to the FaU of 
Chaudiere, because the surrounding scenery 
is more picturesq ue. For rn y own part, I 
am. inclined to give the preference to the 
Montmorency. It is nearly as large a river 
as· the Chaudiere, and from the great height 
of the fall in one undivided mass, it is more 
grand and striking. The banks of the river 
downwards soon tern1inate in the St. Law
rence, and are so perpendicular that trees 
cannot gro'v on them. They are, of course, 
not so beautifnl as those of the Chaudiere; 
but the magnificence, the grandeur of the 
fall, so occupies the attention, so fills the 
mind, that you do not think of looking for 
trees or rocks; they 'vould be lost in the 
grandeur of the principal object. 'rhis is 
not so mu ch the case at the Chaudiere. If, 

H 
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turning your attention altogether from the 
FaU of Montmorency, you direct it up the 
river, the scenery is not to be surpassed 
any where. 1 have been several miles up 
the river, and must say I never sa'v scenery 
more picturesq ue. , 

After vie,ving the fall, if y ou tu rn y our 
attention to,vards the St. Lawrence and the 
Island of Orleans, and, following the course 
of the river, direct y our view towards the 
lo,ver end of the island, by Chateau richl, 
till you reach the mountain ca11ed Cap 
Tourment, it n1ust be allowed that it is dif .. 
:ficult to imagine an assemblage of objects 
more interesting, or better calculated to in· 
flame the fancy of the poet, or giv~ life to 
the canvas of the pain ter. 

Eoth the Montmorency and the Chau
diere may be vie,ved either from the top or 
bottom of the faU. The latter, it is gene
raB y thought, is seen to greatest advantage 
from below. Y {)U are pleased and asto-

nished with the 
" Sweeping theatre of hanging woods, 
~' Th' incessant roar of headlong tumbling fioods.'• 

The Montmorency, too, viewed f~om bec 
low, is truly sublime.-
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And full he clashes on the rocky mounds, 
Where thro' a shapeless breach his stream resounds ; 
As high in air the bursting torrents flow, 
As deep recoiling surges foam below. 
Prone clown the rock, the whitening sheet descends, 
And viewiess Echo's car, astonish'd, rends; 

Dim seen thro' rising mists, and ceaseless show'rs, 
The hoary cavern, wide surrounding low'rs; 
Still thro' the gap the struggling river toils, 
And still below the horrid cauldron boils. 

'Vho could imagine that this fine de~ 
.scription 'vas not made at the Monttno
rency? W ords cannat describe it n1ore 
happily. A volume of the "\vorks of the 
imt~ortal Scotch bard happened to be on 
my table while I 'vas 'vriting you, and bad 
nearly finished my letter. 1 accidentally 
took it up, and the first thing almost that 
presented itself to my vie'v was the a hove 
poetical effusion. It harmonised so 'vell 
with the train of my ideas, that I transcribed 
it imtnediately, quite happy in the reflec
tion that 1ny letter 1vould no'v contain 
something worth reading, something to re
pay you for the trouble of getting through 
it. Lest I should be mistaken, ho,vever, 
I will not increase the evil, but for the pre
sent bid you adieu. 
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LE'IT.ER X. 

Quebec~ ],farcit, lSOï. 

THE RE is a great deàl of rnisapprehension 
in Britain relative to this country. I t is 
naturally concluded that, in a British co-
1ony such as Canada, a conquered coun
try, those 'vho govern and 'vho gi,·e la'v to 
jt, 'vould be Englislnnen. This, ho,veYer, 
is by no means the case; for though the go
vernor and son1e of the council arc English, 
the French Canadians are the rnajority in 
the house of assembly; and no ]a,v can 
l)USS, jf they choose to prevent it. rfhe 
English (supposing the governor to exert 
aH the influence he possesses) cannot carry 
one single question; and the Canadians 
have been in the habit of she,ving, in the 
most undisguised manner, the po,ver of a 
1najority, and a detern1ination that no bill 
should pass contrary to their 'vishes. They 
carry things with a high band ; they seen1 
to forget that the const~tution und er which 
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they do1nineer over the English, was a free 
gift from Britain; and that 'vhat an act of 
parlian1ent gave, an act of parliament cau 
take a'vay. 

Y ou 'v ill natura11 y in1agine also, that in 
a British colon y, the English language \Vould 
be used in the house of assembly, public 
offices, and courts of justice. No such 
thing; the French language is universally 
used, and the record is kept in :French and 
in English. The Canadians will not speak 
English; and Englishmen arc \Veak enough 
to indulge then1 so far as to speak French 
too, w hi ch is mu ch to their disad van tage; 
for though they n1ay speak French well 
enough to explain the1nselvcs in the ordi-
11ary affairs of life, they cannot, in de
bate, deliver thernselves 'vith that ease, and 
with the same effect as in their native lan
guage. 

'rhe Canadians find that they have got 
the whiphand of the English, and they seern 
resolved to keep it, 'vithout being at ali 
delicate as to the means. 1 can give an in
stance,-N ear the end of the session, many 
of the Canadians ha\?e obtained leave of 
absence, in order to return to their families 
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and occupations; so that it bas happened 
that just so many were left as would n1ake 
a quorum, of 'vhom about half 'vere Eng· 
lish andr half French. When the latter 
found that the English 'vere likely to carry 
a question, a Canadian has been known to 
step outside the bar, and there stand while 
another told the bouse that they must ad .. 
journ for want of a quorum, The speaker 
did not think he bad po,ver to corn pel the 
member outside the bar to resume his place; 
and thus questions 'vere put off till a de .. 
cided n1ajority of Canadians could attend. 

A French newspaper, called Le Cana~ 
dien, bas lately been edited here : the evi.., 
dent intentibn of which is to raise the Ca
nadian character, and detract from that of 
the English. It is natural enough for the 
Canadians to 'vish to appear in the most re
spectable light possible; but they should 
not attempt to do so by the means they are 
DO\V following. 

I haq heard mu ch of Le Canadien, and I 
took it up 'vith ~ curiosity much excited; 
but instead of finding something ne,v, I 
found the translation of a letter written by 
General Murray to the British government 
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forty years ago, in consequence of a quar ... 
rel het\veen him and the British settlers, fùll 
of the most violent corn plaints against them. 
Let these matters be true or let them be 
false, why should they be brought forward 
now? It is evident that the Canadians 
\Vish to identify the character of the mer
cantile 1nen of the present day 'vith that of 
those who 'vere here at the time General 
Murray 'vrote his letter. Let us suppose, 
( \Vithout, however, admitting the fact) that 
every thing General Murray said was true; 
that the English residents \Vere at that time 
lo v bred and unprincipled, and that their 
conduct "'as such as might be expected 
from such people, both General 1\furray 
and the Canadians n1ight feel it. It was a 
matter the Canadians bad reason to regret 
and to corn plain of; but they might as weil 
regret and corn plain of the conquest itself, 
for the one is a natural consequence of the 
other. What is the usual train of events 
upon a conquest ? 

The old Ia,vs and regulations are over
turned 'vith the government that framed 
them.. A 1nilitary government at first takes 
place; its duration is in proportion to th~ 
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nature, extent, and value of the colon y.
Respectable mercantile men look at the 
colon y with an eye of suspicion; they will 
not leave places 'vhere they are already es
tablished, and which they kno'v; they will 
not trust themsel v es, their families and pro
pert y, in a country newly conquered, and 
which may soon revert to the parent state. 
Time alone can give confidence to mercan
tile men, and bring to a conquered coun
try men of capital. Although they will not 
go theu1selvcs, ho,vever, they will risk part 
of their property, and put it in charge of 
those who n1ay be inclined to try the expe
ximent. Such n1en remain in the country 

_ at ali risks, and they are joined by a num
ber of the folJowers of the anny who are 
knuwn to be characters not the most re-
spectable in the 'vorld. Such are always 
the n1ercantile men of ne,vly conquered 
countries. 

One of the grea test evils of conquest is, 
that the ancient la-ws of the country being 
destroyed, and the ne'v not understood and 
properly enforced, the evil-disposed, no 
longer feeling the restraints of la'v, break 
9ut into fi·equent excess, and are gtülty of 
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fraud and deceit; the bad shew themselves; 
the good become, in time, Jess good, from 
the influence of bad example. This prin
ciple operates equally upon the conquerors 
and conquered, and bas been conspicu
ous in this country. It is ev er to be re
gretted; but ·witl~ conquest itself it n1ust 
be endured. In process of tin1e the t\vo 
countries assirnilate; tnutual accomlnoda
tion, mutual good offices, reconcile ~he peo
ple to each other. The n1ilitary government 
gives plac to civil governrnent; and the 
equal and impartial distribution of justice 
by civil jndges, keeps in check any attempts 
at injustice in the conduct of individuals; 
greater stability and security are given to 
property ; the minds of n1en are at length 
brought into proper discipline by the regu
]ar operation of just and equitable la,vs.
Merchants of character and respectability, 
such as at present are to be found in this 
country, are attracted fron1 different quar
ters, ~nd gro\v up in the country. Their 
capital gets into circulation, and by their 
kno,vledge and industry they supply the 
public wants, and inft~se lifc and energy 
~very where: 
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Su ch is the progress of society in a con~ 
queredcountry. It is in the natureofthings 
that it should be so. Why then should the 
Canadians, at this late period, rip up old 
sores, and attempt to attach to the present 
mercantile men of this country the charac
ter Murray gives of those \Vho came here 
fort y years a go? It is an unworthy, insi-. 
dious kind of conduct, as distant from jui
tice as from truth. Le Canadien seems to 
commence un der the influence of a very bad 

spirit-a rn alignant spirit oj'party ;-perhaps 
not unconnected \Vith the vie,vs of that man 
whose victories and po,ver are only equal
led by his ambition, and his unquenchable 
hatred to,vards England. 

An idea is very generally entertained, 
both in Canada and in England, that the 
French, in their capitulations of Quebec 
a~d Montreal, stipulated for, and obtained 
the ·use of their own la,vs; and th at \Ve can-
11ot no'v interfere in these 1natters. The 
first time I beard this idea started, \vas soon 
after my arrivai in Canada. 1 had been 
reading the articles of capitulation, and the 
definitive treat)f \vith France, ceding Ca ... 
naçla; but they bad left no su ch impression 
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on my mi nd. I bad recourse to them again, 
and remained convinced that no such con
clusions could be drawn from thcn1. 

'The Canadians were allowed the free 
exercise of their religion; and priva te pr~ 
pert y, personal and real, 'vith ail their 
rights, 'vere to be respected; but they are 
not allowed the ir ancient laws, or any share 
in the government. 

The only article in the capitulation of 
Que bec*, which applies to this point, is 
the second, in ·which it is grantecl, "That 
" the in habitants shaH be tuaintained in the 
'' possession of their bouses, goods, effects, 
" and privileges."-In the capitulation of 
Montreal t, the 27th article stipu;ates, 
'' That the free exercise of the cathohc, 
'' aposto!ic, and Roman religion, shall sub .• 
" sist entire in such 1nanner that ali the 
" states, and people of the towns and co un .. 
" tries, places, and distant pc sts, shall con. 
" tinue to assemble in the clu,rches, and to 
" frequent the sacratnents as hcretotore, 
" without being n1olested in at1y rnanner, 
" direct! y or indirectly. rrhe.jc people shaH 

~ Dated 18th September, 1759. 

t Dated 8th September, 1760. , 
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~' be obliged by the English governn1ent ta 
H pay to the priests the tythes and ali the 
" taxes ttiey were used to pa y und er the 
~' governme~t of his lVI ost Christian ' l\1a
" jesty ." Granted, as to the free exercisy 
of their religion; the obligation of paying 
tythes to the priests will depend on the King' s 

pleasure. 
The S4th article stipulates, "That aU 

" the communities, and ali the priests, shaH 
" preserve tbeir n1oveables, the property 
'' and revenues of the seigniories, and other 
'' estates, which they possess in the colony, 
" of 'v hat nature soever they tnay be; an4 
" the same estates shaH be preserved in their 
" privileges, r·ights, lzonors and exemptions.') 

Granted. 
The 37th article stipulates, '' That the 

" lords of manors, military and civil offi
" cers, the Canadians as 'vell in the towns 
" as in the country, the ].,rench trading or 
" settled in the whole extent of the \Colony 
" of Canada, and ail other persons lyhat
" soever, shaH preserve the entire peace
" able property and possession of their 
~' goods, noble and ignoble, tnovcable and 
'~ i~moveable, merchand izes, fu.rs, anq 
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<' other effects ; even their shi ps, they shall 
" not be touched, nor the least dan1age 
" doue to them, on any pretence whatever. 
" They shall have liberty to keep, let, or 
" sell them, as weil to the French as to the 
" English, to take away the produce of 
" then1 in bills of exchange, furs, specie, 
" or other returns, 'vhenever they shaH 
"judge proper to go to France, paying 
" their freight, as in the 26th article. They 
" shaH also have the furs which are in the 
" posts above, and which belong to the1n, 
" and may be on the 'vay to Montreal; and 
" for this purpose they sha1l have leave to 
" send~ this year or the next, canoes fitted 
" out to fetch such of the said furs as shaH 
" have remained in these posts." G ranted, 
as in the 26th article, "rhich excludes any 
property be]onging to his l\lost Christian 
lVlajesty, \Vhich must become the property 
of the King. 

The 41st article stipulated, " That the 
" French, Canadians, and Acadian~, of 
" what state and condition soever, 'vho 
' shaH re1nain in the colony, shall not be 
' ' forced to take arms against his Most 
'' Christian Majesty, or his allies, directly 
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"or indirectly, on any occasion whatso
" ever. The British government shall only 
" require of then1 an exact neutrality ."
Answer. " They become -subjects of the 
King.'' 

The 42d article stipulates, " That the 
" French and Canadians shaH continue to 
" be governed according to the custom of 
" Paris; and the laws and usages established 
" for this country ; and they shall not be 
" subject to any other itnposts than those 
" which 'vere established under the French 
" dominion." Ans\vered by the preceding 
articles, and particularly by the last. 

This request to have their old la·ws is 
thus positively refused. rrhey are told that 
they are to become suljects of the King of 
Great Britain. The best proof that this 
was the meaning of ali parties, is, that from 
the conquest to the year 177 4, a period of 
fourteen years, the Canadians \Vere govern
ed by English ]a,vs in both civil and crimi ... 
nal matters. A court of king's hench, and 
trial by jury, "'~ere established. I-Iad there 
been any idea of the Canadians havi~g a 

right to be governed by their nwn la ws, it 
certain] y would haye been taken notice of 
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in the definitive treaty of peace between 
France and England in the year 1763, in 
lvhich Canada was finally ceded to Eng
land; but that treaty only stipulates for the 
Canadians '' the exercise of the Roman ca
tholic religion, so far as the laws of Great 
Britain pe1·mit :" thus limiting the articles 
in the capitulations relative to religion, and 
defining clearly the intention and meaning 
of the t'vo governtnents. 

There 'vere no other ]a,vs acte,d upon by 
the English in Canada previous to the year 
177 4, but the laws of England, and the 
proclamations of the governor and council. 
It is true, I believe, the laws were not ad
ministered in a 'vay to give satisfaction to 
the Canadians; but had they been ever so 
well administered, it is not likely the Ca
nadians ·would have been satisfied. They 
did not understand either the laws or forms 
of process. These are n1atters that are not 
to he understood ali at once. Perseverance 
would have been cro,vned with success; 
but the British legislature gave 'vay to the 
importunities of the Canadians. An act of 
the British parliarnent was passed in the 
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yeai' 1774, declaring aU former provisions 
1nade for the province to be nu11 and void, 
and that all controversies, as to property, 
should for the future be determined agrec

ably to the laws oj' Canada. In crüninal 
tnatters the la ws of En gland were still to 
be used. 

~ have no hesitation in saying, that I 
think it \Yonld have been a fortunate thing 
for the country, if the English civil)aws had 
been also finnly and permanently estab
lished ; not on account of its own su peri or 
excellence, which the Canadians might 
justly question, but because it would have 
been understood by the judges, and uni
formly and properly interpreted. A pro
per line of proceeding \vould, by this tin1e, 
have been fixed u pon; the practice and 
l'ules of court \vould have been ascerta:ined 
and deterrnined; the decisions \vould have 
been uniform; the la ws would have been 
strictly enforced; and the n1inds of the 
people kept alive to proper notions of right 
and \Vrong. 

Has any thing like this happened ?
not at aiL In Upper Canada there is a 
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chief justice and two puisne judges. Lower 
Canada was di vided in to three districts in 
the year 1794. · ln the district of Quebec 
thereisachief justice and three puisne judg
es, one of whom is a Canadian; in the dis
trict of lVIontreal the same number; in the 
district of Three Rivers, only OI)e judge.
The chief justices are al ways Englishmen; 
the situation is respectable, and generally 
given to sorne English 1awyer from Lon
don, 'vho is Iike]y to be very little ac
quainted 'vith either the laws or the lan
guage of Canada. The la ws are of course 
ill understood and ill interpreted ; there has 
been no uniformity of decision ;-the peo
ple have interprcted one ·way, and have re
gulated their conduct by the maxims hand
ed down to them by their fathers; the 
judges have interpreted another 'vay, in
volving the parties in great expence and 
trouble; and this state of uncertainty has 
opened a door for ali sort of quibb1ing 
amongst the Ia,vyers; the consequence has 
been, that the _people have lost ali respect 
ho th for the Ia,vs and for the j udges. 

Canada presents an instance of the bad 
effects produced on the mind, and moral 

1 
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perceptions by a lame or in1proper admini
stration of justice and government. 

Previous to the conq uest by the Eng
lish, I am told that the Canadians ·were an 
upright, honest people, fulfilling every en
gagement, and punctual in the perfornl
ance of their varions duties. The Abbé 
Raynal n1ust have been 'vrong, when he 
sa ys, in describing the Canadians-'' Therc 
appeared in both sexes a greater degree of 
devotion than virtue; n1ore religion than 
probity; a higher sense of honour than of 
real honesty; devotion took place of n1o
ra1ity; ,vbich 'vill ahvays be the case 
·whereYer men are taugbt to believe that 
ceremonies 'vill compensate for good 
works, and that crimes are expiated by 

prayers." 
After the conquest, the people of great-

est respectability, both civil and mihtary, 
retired to France -judges, counsellors, 
great landholders, governors, and rulers of 
ail sorts : all those ·who, by example, pre
cept, or authority, 'vere qualified to keep 
good order in the country, who kne'v the 
people, their prejudices, and wants: al
~ost ail such lcft it. lp. their roon1 came 
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English governors and judgcs, ·who, though 
weil meaning and just n1en, yet kne'v 
neither the people, nor the ir la ws, language, 
nor customs; and (fron1 not being brought 
np in the country) they were unacquainted 
with the thousand minute and undescribable 
impressions and notions acquired in child
hood, which have a strong influence on our 
character and conduct through life. They 
could not, in the nature of things, preserve 
that check on the people to 'vhich they had 
been accuston1ed und er the judges of their 
own nation. 

~lan is prone to error-he needs a curb 
rein. The impressions which the old 
French government and judges left behind 
them, wore off by degrees, and the rising 
generation degenerated. I do not mean to 
confine this observation to the Canadians 
al one; Englishmen felt it like,vise; and 
ali n1ankind must feel bad effects from an 
imperfect definition of their line of duty, 
and a want of good and 'vholeson1e ]a,vs. 

N othing de bases a people so soon or so 
effectuall y as bad laws, or a bad admini
stration of laws, in themselves good: the 
latter more frequently occurs than the for-



116 

mer. I have bad several opportunities, be
sicles the present, of verifying the observa-

tion. 
In the countries in the south of Europe~ 

for instance, particular1y in Portugal, the 
la,vs are good in principle, but they are ill 
administered. 'rhe judges are very cor
rupt; they are venal in the highest degree, 
'vhich arises from their salaries being so 
lo'v that they cannot support that rank in 
life to whic~ they are entitled. Fron1 the 
graduai depreciation of money, their in
come bas been constantly getting worse.
For son1e time, the respectability attached 
to the character of a judge 'vould induce 
n1en of education and property to accept 
of the situation ; don1estic œconomy '\vould 
enable them to pre~erve a respectable ap
pearance : but, in time, their situation 
ceases to be desirable. Men of inferior 
rank and education can alone be found to 
accept of it: bribes are offered, because 
the judges are known to be poor both in 
purse and spirit: bribes for the same rea
sons are taken : but the blame rests with the 
government ;-by not applying a remedy to 
the eviJ, which they know to exist, they 
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may be supposed to 'vink at it: it increases 
every day: corruption of every sort creeps 
in : a bad man will not pay his debts, if 
by paying part to his judge he can pre
serve the T(:(St. If an innocent man is as
~aulted and ·wounded, or robbed, and the 
cul prit~ though condemned upon the clear
est evidence, can purchase a pardon, the 
principle 'of retributive justice is ·wounded 
and 'veakened :-in time it is altogether 
destroyed. 

I knew an instance in Portugal, where a 
formidable band of rob bers bad carried on 
a practice, for sorne tin1e, of robbing, and 
1nurdering in the most barbarous manner. 
rrhey were, upon undoubted proof, con
victed of a variety of crimes of the deepest 
die ;-the mere naming of which 'vould 
1nake hum an nature shudder. They 'vere 
condemned to death, to the nutnber of~ I 
believe, thirty. 'rhey consisted of inn
keepers, muleteers, friars, younger sons of 
respectable fanülies: sorne 'vomen, too, 
'vere amongst them ; but they 'vere not 
executed-and 'vhy? because they mus
tered up twelve thousand c1·owns, which be
ing handed over to a judge in Porto, 'vher" 
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they were tried, he procured their pardon. 
This circumstance is universally known in 
Portugal: it happened in the year 1802. 

Let me ask, ,vhat effect such a glaring 
act of injustice, such abonünable venality 
in a judge, 'vould have on society, parti
cularly on the minds of the rising genera
tion? It is too evident: all idea of right 
and wrong n1ust be destroyed : the pas
sions must gain strength, and take the lead, 
no longer kept under by early conviction, 
that every breach of the law will assuredly 
be punished: private revenge, deadly 
feuds, clandestine murder, become preva
lent. Ail these things are, in fact, frequent 
in Portugal, in Spain, in Italy, in Turkey, 
and in every other country w·here the sources 
of justice are polluted. 

In the feudal times in Britain, much of 
the same kind of proceedings were conti
nually occurring: individual caprice, and 
not the law, governed. rrhankful ought 
've to be that no such abuses now exist. 1 
have always thought there 'vas great 'vis
dom and truth in the answer my Lord 
Mansfield gave to the King, when he 'vas 
asked, at the time of the riots in Lon"" 
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don, " 'vhether he thought the government 
bad reason to be alarmed at the apparent 
increase of licentiousness and corruption 
in the kingdon1 ?" The answer 'vas, " that 
his 1\fajesty had nothing to fear, so long as 
corruption was kept put of TVestminster
hall." 

1 beg pardon for taking up your tin1e 
with these stories. They obtruded them
selves into notice, as illustrative of my as
sertion, that nothing debases a people so 
soon, or so effectual1 y, as the Inal-adnlini
stration of justice. 

In the application of the principle to 
Canada, I am very far from thinking that 
any of the judges are venal or corrupt; on 
the contrary, they are very upright and in
dependent men. 'l'he critni'nal ]a,v of Eng
land is administered in its greatest purity; 
critnes are sure of meeting the punishment 
attached to then1: bence you seldom hear 
of any acts of violence. In crin1inal mat
ters, the abuse of justice strikes us forci
bly; but, in civil n1atters also, the abuse 
of justice bas an infallible tendency to cor
rupt the public mind-,vhether it anses 
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from corruption in the judges, or from a 
defect in the application of the }a,vs, and 
the arrangement of the proceedings in the 

courts. 
Here it is that Canada is defective; the 

courts are ill arranged ; the forms of pro
ceeding, vague and undefined. The French 
and English laws and forms, though good 
by themselves, have made a very bad mix
ture. There is, in short, son1ething so bad 
in these matters, that the ends of justice 
are completely defeated. In Quebec, civil 

justice is really laughed at. A man who 
pays his debts here, bas greater merit thau 
in most other countries; he need not do it 
unless he thinks proper; he has only to en
trench himself behind the forms and quib
bles of the law, and laugh at his creditors. 
Shame! sharne! In the extended state of 
modern co1nmerce, ban kru ptcy may ensue 
fron1 unforeseen and unavoidable causes. 
No man 'vould be more lenient in su ch cases ' 
than· myself; but fraud and deceit are the 
same in all ages, and in all countries ;-let 
them be marked and punished. 

If you .see the fraudulent bankrupt ca- ~ 
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ressed and respected, 'vhile his fraudulency 
is notorious; if you see that the courts of 
justice are no longer the terror of evil doe1~s, 
and the prai$e and protection of tlwse tltat 
do well, but are laughed at by knaves, 
\vithout any apprehension of their bcing 
forced to do justice, or fulfil cngagen1ents 
lvhich it is convenient for the1n to evade; 
when you see that this open and avow
ed injustice is supported by the ingenuity 
and q uibbles of la wyers, becausc, forsooth, 
they have recei veda fee, and 1nust do son1c
thjng for it, 'vere it even to assert things 
'vhich they, and the whole court, kne'v to 
be gross falsehoods ; can there be a clou bt 
that the public n1ind n1ust be vitiated, and 
the security of property weakened? 

In Canada there are no bank ru pt la ws; 
and you cannot arrest your debtor, unlcss 
you can S\Vear that he is about to leave th~ 
country. Y ou cannot put his property in 
trust for the benefit of his creditors, or 
deprive him of the power of disposing of 
it. You n1ay easily conceive 'vhat an 
opening is th us given to those who are frau
dulently inclined. 

If you sue him, he puts you off from 
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term to tern1, by one q uibble or another; 
in doing which, the lawyers here are very 
expert: for it seems a maxim with them, 
that any regard for truth is altogether an 
unnecessary part of their character. If 
they 'vish to gain time, sorne of then1 have 
been known to invent, on the spur of the 
occasion, the most gToss falsehoods, and im
pudently pass them on the court as truths. 
W ereit necessary to be more particular, and 
give an instance,! could at once doit. If the 
other party denies the tru th of the assertion, 
a day is given to prove it: by that means 
a whole term, perhaps, is lost. If at last 
you get judgrnent in the lo,ver court, the 
n1atter is carried to the court of appeals, 
,vhere a year or hvo can easily be 'vasted : 
an appeal may then be 1nade to the king 
and council. In short, one appeal follo,vs 
another, till y our patience, and y our purse 
too, perhaps, are exhausted. The worst of 
it is, that all this time your debtor is 'vast
ing the money ,vhich ought to be in your 
pocket. 

Perhaps you may say, that you do not 
feel interested in all this, ~s you do not in
tend to go to law. So mu ch the better :--. 
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but if you wish to know a people, you cau
not judge of them by a better criterion than 
the state of their jurisprudence. With this 
vie'v I have gone a little into it. If you 
should ever have any dealings in this coun-

~ try, the information may be of use to you. 
The study of the Ia,v, however, is in ali 

its branches proverbially a dry study. I 
shall therefore gi ve y ou a respite. 

As soon as the 'Veather is agreeable, I 
purpose going into the country, in differe~t 
directions, that I may get sorne knowledge 
of the inhabitants, and of the state of agri
culture. I shall have the pJeasure also of 
vie,ving the natural beauties of the coun ... 
try, 'vhich are scattered every 'vhere \vith 
a liberal band. 
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LETTER XI. 

Quebec, September, 1 so7 .. 

I HAvE visited the greatest part of Lower 
Canada from Kamouraska, a hundred 1niles 
below Que bec, as high up as Lachine, near 
200 miles above it, so that I have bad an 
opportunity of making sorne re1narks on 
the Canadians, and their country; and 
have, besicles, bad a fair specimen of Ca
nadian travelling. 

I shaH not go too 1nuch into a detailed 
and nlinute description of places, or take 
u p y our time in making y ou read a collec
tion of high-sounding inflated 'vords, and 
technical phrases, in an attempt to paint 
the natùral beauties of the country. Such 
attempts have been reproved as savouring 
of affectation, because, after all, they come 
very far short of the true end of des cri p
tion-the giving a correct idea of the place 
described; serving more to gratify the va-
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nity of the 'vriter, than to edify the 
eader. 

Travelling in Canada is certain] y not 
altogether so pleasant as travelling in En g
land. The Canadian calesh is a very sorry 
vehicle, compared to the English post
chaise; nor are the aube1·ges quite so com
fortable as English inns. A person v.rho 
bad been accustotned to tra v el only in Eng
land, 'vould say, that a Canadian calesh, 
'vith its two ·wheels and single horse, 'vith
out springs, and without cushions, was not 
fit for a Christian to be put into: and as to 
the auberges, or inns, that they 'vere such 
filthy places, that you n1ight lodge in a 
hog-sty \vithout your olfactory nerves being 
more offended. 

I certainly n1ust say, that there is great 
room for in1provement, both in the forn1 of 
the calesh, and the comforts and acconl
rnodations of the inns. But I have seen 
'vorse. In order to reconcile myself to my 
situation, and extract as much happiness 
from the motnent as it 'vould admit of, 1 
avoided comparisons \vith English inns and 
modes of travelling. I recalled to memory 
~panish, Portuguese, and even French inns 
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nd conveyances : the balance was much 

in favour of Canada. 1 felt myself per-
• fectly comfortable, and thanked my star~ 

that it 'vas no 'vorse. 
It adds greatly to the comfort of travel

ling in Canada, that yqu are every where 
treated 'vith the greatest politeness and at
tention. This, to me, counterbalances a 
thousand inconveniences. Often have 1 
felt provoked on the continent of Europe, 
lvhen, after a fatiguing journey ,-wet and 
l1ungry, perhaps, into the bargain,-stop
ping at a filthy place, they called an inn, 
1 have looked in vain for the least civility 
or assistance from the people of the hou se; 
frequently obliged to carry in my own lug
gage, and endeavour to find a place ·where 
it n1ight be safe frotn the thief-like fello,vs 
about me-the landlord, perhaps, amongst 
them. Ho,v different is the case in Ca.., 
nada ! A Canadian aubergiste (land lady) 
the moment you stop, receives you at the 
door 'vith a degree of politeness and urba
nity 'vhich is as unexpected as it is pleas
Ing. Voulez vous bien, Monsieur, avoir la 
co1nplaisance d'entrer; voila une cliaise, 
Monsieur; asseyez vous s'il vous plait. If 
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they have got any thing you 'vant, it is 
given at once \Vith a good grace. If they · 
have not, they tell you so in such a tone 
and manner, as to shew· that they are sorry 
for it. Je n'en ai point, Monsieur; J'en suis 
mortifiée. 

Y ou see thafit is their poverty that re
fuses you, and not their will. A man must 
be as savage as a Goth, and as surly as a 
city epicure over spoiled venison, who, 

. with such treatment, though his dinner 
should be indifferent, couid leave the bouse 
in bad humour. 

The Canadian innkeeper is frequently . 
a farmer also, or a shopkeeper. Indeed, 
you need never be at a Joss for a house to 
stop at. There is not a fanner, shopkeeper, 
nay, nor even a seigneur, or country gen
tletnan, \Vho, on being civilly applied to 
for accommodation, will not give you the 
best bed in the bouse, and every accom
modation in his po,ver. 

The Canadians seem to have brought 
the old French politeness \Vith them to this 
country, and to have handed it down to 
the present generation. One is more sur-
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prised to fi nd here courtes y and urbanity, 
from the little likelihood that such plants 
would exist, far less flourisb, in the ·wilds of 

Canada. 
Du ring the montbs of J uly and August 

travelling in Canada is very uncomfortable 
fron1 the great heat of the weather. The 
thennotneter generally sbe"rs near 80 de
grecs: ho,vevcr, ,vbere the occasion is very 
urgent, the inconvenience is not so great as 
to prevent y ou. In Septem ber the beat is 
n1ore moderatc, and travelling becomes 

pleasant. 
F rom Que bec to ~tlontreal the distance 

is about l 80 1nilcs. Y ou n1ay either hire 
a calesh to go the 'v ho le way, or take a 
calesh from post-bouse to post-bouse. If 
you procccd direct, they generally make 24 
posts; and you get into Montreal on the 
1norning of the tbird day, 'vithout travel
ling in the n1ght time. The usual charge 
for posting is fifteen pence a league, 'vhich 
is rouch cheaper than posting in England. · 
Indeed, it ought to be so, considering the 
nt;1ture of the vehicle, and your baving only 
one horse; besicles, hay and corn are much 
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cheaper here than in England, and there is 
no post-horse duty. · 

In the course of the journey to Mon
treal you are no'\v and then tempted to 
stop, orto go a little out of your \vay, for 
the purpose of seeing a few places of note. 
~ou behold, every \vhere, fine interesting 
scenery; the ro,ad runs the 'vhole way along 
the riYer St. Lawrence; its banks and is
lands vary the ir appearance every hour, and 
keep the mind continually occupied and 
amused. 

The road differs from all others 1 have 
seen, in this, that it may be said to be al
most a continued street; one ho use suc
cecds anothèr so quickly, that 1 believe I 
may safely say there is not a n1ile 'vithout 
one. Except the town of 1Trois rivieres 
(Three ri vers), y ou have scarcely any place 
that deserves the name of a to,vn: but 
every parish church bas a vi1lage in its 
neigh bourhood ; and of these there are, 
between Quebec and Montreal, up,vards 
of twenty. In these little villages \Ve see 
the beginnings of, perhaps, large county 
towns; for here the parishes con tain as 

K 
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much ground as many of the counties do 

in England. 
The quick succession of bouses on this 

road arose from the manner in which the 
lands 'vere granted. The whole course of 
the river on both sides, from its mouth to 
·within about thirty miles above Montreal, 
\vas divided by the French king into a cer
tain nu rn ber of seigneuries, or lords hi ps, 
'vhich were given to those 'vho bad influ
ence enough to procure then1 : but they 
were bound to concede them in certain lots, 
to such of the inhabitants of the country as 
might apply for them; who were, at the 
same time, bound to settle upon the lands, 
and clear them of the woods ; keep open 
the higlnvays, and perforn1 certain other 
services. The lots ran along the course of 
the river, a certain numberof yards in front, 
by so many in depth. In front they 'vere 
very narro,v, generally but three square 
acres; however they run back into the coun
try a considerable way, generally' about 
eighty square acres. The side of a square 
acre is about 70 yards. 

The first thing to be done 'vas to build 
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a house, and open a road to corumunicate 
'vith their next neighbours. ,-fhey then, by 
degrees, cleared and cultivated their land. 
In this 'vay a road 'vas made, and the co un ... 
try cleared by the sides of the river, where 
even no"r the great bulk of the population 
of Canada is found. The first settlers had 
additional reasons for clearing the lands, 
and settling along the course of the river. 
It ena bled thern to con1municate with Que
bec easily by means of canoes; and in 
'vinter, 'vhen the heavy sno,vs fal1, their 
settling near each other enabled them to 
keep open the comtnunication, by uniting 
their efforts, 'vhich is still the case. 

I atn told, that, after a fall of snow, one 
1nan drives his sledge to his next neigh .. 
hour (a very difficu]t matter sometimes ), 
'vho joins him 'vith his cattle in going to 
the next, and so on, till a path is trodden 
sufficiently hard to bear the horses. 

rrhe cultivated land does not extend far 
back in general. When the seigneurs, or 
lords of the manor, had granted, or, as it 
is called here, conceded those lots of their 
seigneurie, or lordship, 'vhich fronted the 
river, they made fresb concessions (be-
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hind the first) of the lands which receded 
still further. On the first grants or con

cessions there is al ways left a certain por
tion of wood for dornestic purposes, and 
for fuel; this tract of wood forrns a bonn
clary between the first and second conces
sion. "\Vhen the soil happens to be good, 
or the situation to be attended with very 
favourable circurnstances, four or :five con
cessions have taken place; and they are 
DO\V increasing in the ratio of the po- .. 
pulation. But tracts of primeval 'vood aré 
still preserved bebveen the different con
cessions or . grants; from which circum
stance the country retains, and ·will long 

, retain, a 'vooded \Vild appearance. 
When you rneet with rivers which run 

into the St. Lawrence, you see cultivation 
carried up their banks much further. In
deed, it is on the banks of such rivers where 
the best land is generally found ; such as 
the ri ver Ouelle, river de Sud, river Cham

bly, river de Loup, &c. 
The river Ouelle bas its source in moun

tains to the south ward ; and it falls into the 
St. Lawrence near one hundred miles be
low Quebec. For several miles before it 
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joins the great river, it runs through a level 
and very fertile country ; and the tide flo,vs 
up for a considerable 'vay, so as to make 
it navigable for stnall vessels. This district 
is 'vell cultivated, and very populous. The 
neighbourjng parishes of Kamouraska and 
St. ..~.t\.nn's are also populous, and 'vell cul
tivated. 

The configuration of this part of the 
country is very curious. In the middle of 
rich plains you see a number of sn1a1l hills 
covered with 'vood; they rise like so n1any 
rocks in the ocean. On approaching and · 
exan1ining thetn narro,vly, you find that 
they are literally bare rocks, of primitive 
granite, full of fissures, in which pine trees 
have taken root, and grown to a consider
a ble size so as to co ver the rocks. I t is 
probable the great river at sorne former pe
riod covered this part of the country, wh en 
these bills were so many islands; and that 
the rich soil 'vhich no'v surrounds then1, is 
a deposition fron1 its waters. The proba
bility of this conjecture is strengthened by 
the circumstance, that the islands of Ka- · 
mouraska, still insulated only at high wa-

1 
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ter, resemb1e in every respect the rocky 
bills surrounded by the fertile fields. 

T1he river de Sud likewise takes its rise 
in the mountains to the south ward. It falls 
into the St. Lawrence at St. rrhonlaS, after 
'vatering a beautiful and rich plain, which 
runs up into the country for many n1iles. 

This river is o~e of those which literally 
falls into the river s~. LawTence. 'This fall 
is not to be con1pared to son1e of the others; 
but still, when the river is full, it has a fine 
effect, as the precipice is about twenty feet. 
It affords excellent situations for mills, of 
which the lord of the manor has availed 

himself. 
I rode u p the banks of this ri ver for u p-

'vards of t\venty miles into the parish of 
St. Francis, and was surprised to :find 
so much cultivation; and that, too, in a 
better style than I bad usually seen. Were 
I to choose a situation as a farmer, it 'vould 
be on the banks of the river Ouelle, or de 
Sud. I am inclined to give these situa
tions the preference, even to the country on 
the river de Loup, although it is near 200 
miles further u p the St. Lawrence, and 



135 

consequently further to the south; and al
though there certainly is an extensive tract 
of very val ua ble land in that quarter, and 
situated, too, between Quebec and Mon
treal. 

The country in the neighbourhood of 
the ri ver Chambly does not yield to the 
others either in fertility or beauty. This 
river has two names; son1etirnes it is called 
Chambly, sometimes Sorel; places thus 
nan1ed being situated upon it. This river 
is of great value to Canada, because it has 
its source in Lake Champlain, from whence 
great quantities of valuable produce, par. 
ticularl y shi p-tim ber and pot-ashes, are 
annual1y introduced from the United 
States. Indeed, it is the only channel ac
kno"\\t·ledged in law for the comn1erce of the , 
States with Lower Canada. Hence, at a 
place called St. John's, on this river, near 
the lake, 've have established a custom
house, 'vhich takes cognizance of whatever 
passes to and from the L..,. nited States. 

There is a fort at Chambly, and another 
at St. John's: neithér of them are very for
midable; that at Chatnbly is built of stone 
-that at St. John's of wood. We gene-
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rally have sorne troops at St. John's, as it 
is the frontier to\vn. 'fhe officer ,vho conl
mands the detachment generally examines 
those 'v ho pass either 'vay: it is a ki nd of 
check on evil-disposed su bjects, but a very 
ineffectual one, as experience _bas proved. 
Those 'vho do not wish to be kno,vn, can 
find many "rays of getting fron1 the one 
country to the other without going by St. 
John's. 

The Canadians are but poor farmers.
Indeed, they are generally so, in m?re 
senses of the word than one. They are ac
cused of indolence, and an aversion to ex
perirnent,or the introduction of any changes 
in their ancient habits and customs; and 
probably with reason :-it is the characte
ristic of the peasantry of aU countries.
The improvernents that have taken place 
in Britain have not originated with the pea
santry. Con1merce hasïntroduced wealth 
arnong the middle c]asses of society. Gen
t1en1en, 'vho farm their own grounds, or 
wealthy farmers, have generally been the 
inventors or promoters of useful improve
ments: now, in this country, you have 
very fe,v n1en of this description. It is true 
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the land is the property of those 'vho cul
tivate it: but their capitals are generally so 
limited, and their farms so sn1all, that they 
cannot afford to make experitnents : and 
\vhen, to this, you add their total \Vant of 
education, and consequent ignorance of 
every thing that does not co1ne 'vithin the 
5cope of their O\Vn limited observation, you 
cease to be surprised that the country should 
be so badly cultivated. 

Sorne places, however, deserve to be 
mentioned, as exceptions to the general 
rule. I remarked sorne farms on the rivers 
Ouelle and de Sud that would not disgrace 
Norfolk or Northumberland. 

The Canadian farmer is not sufficient]y 
a-ware of the value of Inanures, and of ar
tificial grasses: nor does he seen1 to reflect, 
that it is more advantageous to have a sn1all 
farm of good land in high cultivation, than 
a large farm half la bou red or neglected.
He ploughs the same field, and SO\VS in it 
the same sort of grain, twenty times over; 
he does not think of a routine of crops, nor 
does he renovate the exhausted soil by the 
addition of manures; the only remedy he 
knows for land so exhausted as to yield 
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little '1f no return, is, to let it lie fallow for 
sotne time. It is in vain to endeavour to 
convince hin1 of his error: nothing but 
example will produce any good effect.
This they begin to have. Sorne of the far
n1ers are a little n1ore enlightened than the 
generality of thenl : they have ventured to 
listen to reason, and to reflect upon the 
comparative value of different modes of 
treating their lands ; and they begin to 
rnake innovations in their ancient systems 
of tarming. 

One of the principal causes of the po
verty, not only of the Canadian farn1er, but 
also of ail ranks amongst them, is the ex
istence of an old French law, by ·which the 
property of either a father or n1other is, on 
the dea th of either, equally divided amongst 
their children. N othing seen1s n1ore con
sonant to the clearest principles of justice 
than such a law; yet it assuredly is preju
dicial to society. 

In this country (or indeed in any other) 
an estate, with a good bouse upon it, con
venient and appropriate offices, and a good 
stock of catt]e, rna y be well cul ti vated, and 
support, creditably, a nun1erous fan1ily.-
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If the head of the fan1ily dies, leaving half 
a dozen children, the estatc and 'vhole pro
perty is divided atnongst them, 'vhich hap
pcns here every day. Each of the sons 
takes possession of his own lot, builds a 
bouse, marries, and has a fan1ily. The va
lue of the whole property is very n1uch les
!ened. He who gets the lot, 'vith the dwell
ing-house and offices, \vhich served for the 
·whole estate, gets what is out of all pro
portion to the means he no'v bas of em
ploying them : he can neither occupy them, 
nor keep them in repair. 'rhe other lots 
are generally too small to supply the ex
pences of a family, or ena ble their owners 
to support that state of respectability in the 
country 'vhich their father did ; so that, in
stead of one respectable and we(\lthy head 
of a fanüly, \v ho could protect and assist 
the younger branches, giving them a good 
education, and putting then1 forward in the 
'vorld, y ou have half a do zen poor dispi
rited creatures, who have not energy or 
po,ver to improve either their lands or them
selves. Without great industry, and sorne 

capital, new lands cannot be brought into 
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cultivation, nor can those a]ready cleared 
be made very productive. 

The law alluded to tnight do very ,v·ell 
Ïn such a country as Canada for a fe,v ge
nerations, 'vhile the new grants continued 
very large: but the divisions and subdivi
sions must, in tin1e, become too n1inute, 
and be a check on the improve1nent of the 
country, in an agricultural point of vie'v; 
and also, as a natural consequence, retard 
the increase of population. 

This division of property is extremely 
prejudicial to the interest not only of the 
landholder but also to that of the merchant, 
shopkeeper, and n1echanic. 

When one of the parents dies, an in
ventory is made of the pro pert y, and each 
child can immediate] y insist on the share of 
the property the la·w allows. The French 
law supposes that matrin1ony is a co-part
nership; and that, consequent] y, on the 
death of the wife, the children have a right 
to demand from their father the half of his 
property, as heirs to their mother. If the 
wife's relations are not on good terms 'vith 
the father, a thing that sometimes happens, 
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they fi nd it no difficult tnatter to induce the 
children to demand a partage, or di vü,ion, 
\vhich often occasions the total ruin of t e 
father, because he loses credit, equal, at 
least, to his loss of pro pert y, and often to 
a greater extent. His powers are dimi ... 
nished, and his children stiJl have a claün 
on him for support. 

One effect of this la\v, and not one of 
the least material, is, that the affection be
tween parents and children is Jikely to be 
destroyed by it: and, in fact, it is remark
ed, that in this country the instances of un
feeling conduct behveen parents and chil
dren are extremely frequent, and a spirit 
of litigation is excited·an1ongst them. One 
is at a loss to account for such unnatural 
conduct, until an acquaintance 'vith the 
]a,vs and custorns of the country gives a 
clue to unravel the mystery.-

The law, making man~iage a co-part
nership, and creating a com1nunité de bien, 
is sanctioned by the cod~ of' French law, 
called Couturne de Paris, \Yhich indeed is 
the te~rt book of the Canadian lawyer; the 
wife being by marriage invested vrith a 
right to half the husband's property; and, 
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being rendered inde pendent of him, is per
haps the remote cause that the fair sex have 
such influence in France; and in Canada, 
it is well kno,vn, that a great deal of con
sequence, and even an air of superiority to 
the husband, is assumed by them. In ge
neral (ifyou will excuse a vulgar metaphor) , 
the grey mare is the better lwrse. 

British subjects conling to this country 
are liable to the operation of aU these Ca
nadian or French ]aws, in the same tnan
ner that the Canadians thetnsel v es are.
They are not al ways a'vare of this circum
stance; and it has created much disturb
ance in familie . A man who bas made a 
fortune here (a thing by the bye 'vhich does 
not very often happen ), conceives th at he 
ought, as in England, to have the disposai 
of it as he thinks proper. No, sa ys the 
Canadian law, you have a right to one halj' 

only; and if your wife dies, her children, 
or, in cas~ you have no children, her near-

est relations may oblige you to n1ake a 

partage, and give them half your proper- -
ty, were it a hundred thousand guineas, 
and they the most \vorthless \Vretches in ex
istence. N othing can prevent this but an 
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antinuptial contract of marriage, barring 
the communité de bien. 

From Canadian travelling I got on Ca
nadian farming : the farmiog led me to the 
farmers, and these to their laws and eus
toms. One cannot 'vell a void follo,ving up 
an association of ideas; but it occtus to 
me that, having n1entioned Jl,fontreal, you 
w·ill naturally expect tne to give you sorne 
account of it, 'vhich I shall attempt to do 
in my next letter. 
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LE'lvfl~R XII. 

Quebec ~ 1 807. 

MoNTREAL is situated on an island; but 

the island is so large in proportion to the 
water which surrounds it, that you are not 
sensible of its insularity. A branch of the 
river Ottawas, which falls into the St. 
Lawrence above 1\-lontreal, takes a north
erly direction, and forms the island. This 
branch joins the St. Lawrence at Repen
tigni, where the public road fron1 Quebec 
is continued by a ferry of about a n1ile in 
breadth. A little above the ferry there is 
an island; on each si de of w hi ch the chan
nel narrows much, and an attetnpt has 
lately been made to build a bridge across 
-it failed. The masses of ice 'v hi ch came 
down the river when the 1vinter broke up, 
carried the bridge away. The attempt 
ho,vever 'viii be rene,ved upon a different 
plan, and, it is to be hoped, 'vill prove suc
cessfu], as it would be of great utility to 



145 
the in habitants of· the surrounding coun
try, besicles very accornmodating to tra
vellers. 

rrhe island is about thirty miles in length, 
by about ten in bread th. The city of lion
treal is situated near the upper end of it, 
on the south side of the island, at the di
stance of about one hundred and eighty 
n1iles from Quebec. It lies in latitude 
45-30, being about 70 n1Ïles to the south
'vard ofQuebec. They pretend to say, that 
the spring is al ways earlier than at Que bec 
by near a month, and I believe it is allow
ed to be so. One 'vould scarcel think that 
so sn1all a difference of latitude, should pro
duce such an effect; it would not be so in 
Europe; therc must be sorne aiding cause 
with which we ~ re not acquainted. 

lVl ontreal 'vas once surrounded by a 
'val~, which served to defend it against any 
sudden attack fron1 the Indiaus; but as 
this is no\V no longer dreaded, the ·wall is 
about to be rernoved, that the to,vn rnay 
be enlarged 'vith the greater tacility. The 
St. La wren ce cornes close to the to\vn on 
the south side, 'vhere there is a great depth 

(. 
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of 'va ter, but vessels have much difficulty 
to get at it; for itnn1ediately below the 
town there is a eurre nt, to stem 'vhich a very 
strong breeze is necessary: vessels lie some
tinles for 'veeks (waiting for a wind) with
in a couple of miles of the town, 'vithout be
ing ableto reach it. It is a pit y the site of the 
town had not been chosen at the bottom in
stead of the top of the curren t. This cer
tainly would have been the case bad the ori
ginal founders reflected for a moment what 
might be the future destiny of the place. But 
they were n1onks, whose minds were di
rected to the propagation of their religion, 
tnore than the advancen1ent of commerce. 

Montreal may be said to be a handsome 
town. Its streets are regular and aiTy; and 
contain many handsome and commodious 
houses. lt is fully as large and as popu
lous as Quebec, containing about 10,000 
people, the great mass of whom are Cana
dians. Its suburbs, too, are extensive. Ithas 
suffered greatly from fire at different times, 
and the precautions taken to prevent the 
spreadingof conftagrationexceed even those 
of Que bec; for, in addition to the roofs 
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being genera11y covered 'vith tinned plates, 
the \vindo,vs have outside shutters, covered ' 
'vith plate iron. 

The island of Montreal is wholly in a 
state of cu1tivation; and it is surrounded 
by a country general1y cultivated. What 
adds much to its consequence is, its being 
situated near the emboucltu1·e of several 
rivers, 'vhich bring do,vn from the coun
tries through which they fio,v a great deal 
of very valuable produce. 

The river Chambly opens a communica
tion with Lake Champlain, whence are re
ceived large quantities of 'vood, potashes, 
salted provisions, wheat, &c. From the 
river L'Assomption mu ch valuab1e pro
duce is brought. The river of the Ottawais, 
'vhich forms the northern boundary of the 
island, opens a communication with an im
mense extent of country. It is through this 
river that the traders to the northwest ter
ritories proceed. They go in birch ca
noes many hundred miles up this river, till 
they meet with rivers 'vhich discharge in 
Lake Huron, fi·om thence they get into 
Lake Superior, and so on to the Grand 
Portage, where they discharge the goodc; 
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they have taken up, and are again loaded 
with the furs that have been got in ex change 
for the preceding yea(s investlnent. They 
do not return by the same course, but by 
'vay of Detroit, and through Lakes Erie 
and ,Ontario. Montreal is at the head of 
the ship-navig~tion from the ocean, and 
the bateaux and canoe-navigation from 
and toU pper Canada must commence and 
terminate at La Chine near Montreal. Frotn 
these circumstances l\1outreal bids fair to 
rival Que bec in commerce :-1 t is more 
con venient as a depot for produce. But as 
Quebec must ever be the great shipping 
place, there, general 1nerchants 'vill find 
many inducerr1ents to settle. 

Al though the St. Lawrence is navigable 
for large vessels as high up as Montreal, 
yet the navigation above Quebec is ,at
tended with so many inconveniencies, that 
in general it is found more advantageous 
for the vessels to stop at Quebec, and · 
for such of their cargoes as come fron1 
Montreal, to be brought down in' river 

craft. 
The influence of the tide is not felt at 

Montreal, nor indeed for many miles be-
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low it. I understand that it has been ob
served that the 'vater at the town of Trois 
rivieres, rises frotn the pressure of the tide : 
-it is about half way bebveen Que bec and 
l\1ontreal. At any rate, it cannat be sup
posed to have any effect above Lake St. 
l_)eter's,which con1n1ences about t'vo leagues 
above 1Trois rivieres. 

'rhis lake is about t\venty nliles in 
length, and about fifteen miles in breadth. 
It is forrned by the waters of the St. Law
rence expanding over a level country, 
aided by several considerable rivers, 'vhich 
tenninate their course her ; such as the 
llfasquinongé, De Loup, St. Ft·aucis, &c. 
'rhe l~e is, in general, very shallo,v, 
and in the ship channel there is not usually 
found more thau from eleven to twelve feet 
\Va ter, as I have already n1entioned: so that -
loaded vessels son1etimes take the ground, 
and are under the necessity of being light
ened of part of their cargo, which is put 
into river craft, and taken in again, in deep 
water. v essels of a considerable draught 
of water, instead of taking in their \Vhole 
cargo at Montreal, take in only such part 
of it as they can carry across the Lake, 
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and take the ren1ainder below the lake from 
river craft which accompany them. 

The country in the neighbourhood of 
Montreal is very fine. About two miles 
from the to,vn there is a very beautiful hilh 
commonly called the Mountain; it is about 
700 feet in height from the lev el of the river. 
A part of this hill is covered with wood, but 
rouch of it is in a state of cultivation. 
I rode to the top of it, whence you have 
a noble vie'v of the surrouuding country, 
bounded by the mountains in the state of 
New York to,vards the south. 

Between the Mountain and town of 
Montreal, there are a great many very fine 
gardens and orchards, abounding with a 
variety of fruit of the very first quality, and 
no place can be better supplied with vegeta
bles than Montreal. Quebec, too, is ex
tremely well supplied with vegetables, and 
a regular succession of fruit; but cannot 
vie with Montreal, ' where both soil and 
clitnate combine to produce the finest fruit 
1 have ever seen. The apples are particu
larly good.-The Po1nme de Neige, so called 
from its being extremely white, and from 
its having the granulated appearance of 
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sno,v, when broken; it-also dissolves, almost 
entirely, in the mouth like snow : the Fa
meuse, Bourassa, and Pomme Gris, are very 
fine apples. Peaches, apricots and plums, 
are fou nd in the grea test perfection; and, 
with the protection of glass, y ou have grapes 
as good for the table as any I ever sa'v in 
PortugaL Currants, raspberries, gooseber
ries, and every sort of s1na1l fruit are found 
in great a bun dance. The markets of ~fon
treal are extremely 'vell su pp lied 'vith ali the 
necessaries and most of the Iuxuries of the 
table; provisions are particularlyplentiful in 
win ter, for then their industrious neighbours 
the Yankees bring in great quantities, such 
as fresh jish, bacon, cheese, &c. 'rhe 
greater distance of Quebec prevents them 
from receiving this sort of supply from the 
United States; but their own resources are 
CüplOUS. 

The archards in the neighbourhood of 
Montreal produce apples, which yield as 
fine cycler as ever 'vas drank. 

La Chine is situated about nine miles 
from Montreal. lt is a place of considera
ble consequence, from the circumstance, 
mentioned before, of its being the place 
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\vhere the bateaux (flat-botton1ed boats), 
and canal navigation conunences for U p
per Canada, and for the country in the 
north-west. The first, go by \vay of Lake 
Ontario and Niagara; the second, go up · 
the Outawais river towards Lake Superior. 
They are under the necessity of corn
mencing their voyage fron1 I...~a Chine in
stead of Montreal, because the river St. 
Lawrence is so rapid between Montreal 
and La Chine that loaded canoes cannot 

be forced up. 
I had the pleasure of seeing both an 

arrivai and departure of canoes 'from and 
to the north-west territories.-It certainly is 
a curious spectacle. It is surprising to see 
the great q~1antity of goods put into one 
of the large birch canoes; and it is no less 
surprising to think, that 'vith such a Joad, 
and in su ch a vessel, they shou ld undertake 
a voyage of son1e thousand miles. 

The canoe is one of the most frail con
veyances you can in1agine ;-you probably 
have seen the model of one. The length 
of the large ones is about thirty feet, the 
greatest breadth about six feet; they be
corne gradually narrow towards each end, 
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till they tern1inate in a point; the bottom 
is rounded, and they have no keel. A 
frame of thil slips of 'vood is forn1ed, over 
vhich they fasten sections of the bark of 

the birch trec. These sections are se,ved 
together with filaments of the roots of a 
trec, and the seatns made 'vater-tight by a 
species of gum, 'vhich hardens and adheres 
very finnly. 

rrhe canoe is constructed 'vith tnuch 
ingenuity: it is extremely light, and there
fore answers the purposes for 'vhich it is 
intended perfcctly weil. The canoe is the 
comrnon conveyance on the river St. La·w
rence, and on the lakes : the largcst, ho,v
ever, are used by the N orth-"rest Company, 
tor conveying goods into the Indian terri
tory, and bringing do,vn (urs. rrhese cost 
about 201. 

The North-west Con1pany consists of a 
number of n1erchants associated for the 
purposes of trading with the Indians in furs. 
They formed the association in the year 
1784; and have carried on the trade with 
great spirit and success. Tbose who ma
nage the concerns of the company reside 
in Montreal: they receive a compensation 
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for their trouble, besicles their share of the 
profits of the concern. From Montreal 
they send up the country large quantities 
of goods, to be bartered 'vith the Indians 
for furs. For the conveyance of these 
goods, and for bringing back the furs, they 
have employed, generally, about fifty ca
noes, and upwards of a thousand people ; 
such as canoe-men (styled voyageurs), 

guides, clerks, &c. The capital en1ployed 
in this trade, in goods alone, is, I have been 
told, up,vards of 100,0001. 

The goods are made up in packages of 
about Sülbs. for the convenience of sto,v
ing, and of carrying across these places, 
where the loaded canoe cannot pass. In 
many places they n1eet 'vith rapids and 
fal1s, 'vhich arrest their progress : in such 
cases, they unload the canoe, and carry 
both it and its cargo to the next canoeable 

water. Six men carry one of the largest 
canoes : its load weighs generally from four 
to five tons; consisting of a number of 
small packages, which they carry very ex
peditiously. These Canadian voyageurs. 
are hardy, strong fellows: they have been 
known to carry at one titne five packages, 
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'veighing about SOlbs. each, over a portage 
of nine miles. 

The ca noes, w ben they take their de
parture fron1 La Chine, are loaded to wi th
in about six inches of the gunwale, or edge 
of the canoe. Instead of oars, they use 
paddles, which they handle with great dex
terity. They strike off, singing a song pe
culiar to themsehTes, called the Voyageur 
Song: one man takes the lead, and ali the 
others join ·in a chorus. It is extremely 
pleasing to see people \vho are toiling 
hard, display such marks of good humour 
and contentn1ent, although they kno'v, 
that for a space of more than 2000 miles 
their exertions must be unremitting, and 
their living very poor; for, in the little space 
allo,ved in the canoe for provisions, you 
fi nd none of the luxuries, and a very scanty 
su ppl y of the necessaries, of li fe. The 
song is of great use : they keep time 'vith 
their paddles to its measured cadence, and, 
hy uniting their force, increase its effect 
considerably. 

The Canadian is of a lively, gay tem
per; well calculated for the arduous task 
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which he bas to p<='rforn1 in his capacity of 

vo.yageur. 
The character of the voyageur resem-

bles very n1uch that of the British sailor: 
he is equally rough in his n1anners and ap
pearance-equally thoughtless and irnpro
vident: he endures the greatest fatigue 
without con1ptaining, and obeys itnplicitly 
the orders of the person who bas charge of 
the canoe (his bourgeois, as he is ca11ed), 
\Vithout ever pre!ending to question or 
doubt their propriety: he paddles and 
sings, and cats and sleeps, regardless of 
to-n1orrow. Like the jolly tar, he no sooner 
receives his 'vages than he commences a 
life of extravagance and debauchery. The 
sailor kno,vs that moncy at sea can· be of 
no use to hin1, and he hastens to rid hün
self of his gold. The voyageur, in like manner, 
knows that n1oney is of no use in the inte
rior of America; and he, too, hastens to get 
quit of his dolJ.ars. Although they act in 
~ifferent situations0 yet their n1inds are ope
rated on in the same way : bence arises a 
rese1nhlance of character. 

From Montreal, Upper Canada is sup-
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plied with a great variety of merchandize, 
'vhich is conveyed up the river St. Lawrence 
in bateaua,1 , or flat-bottorned boats, carry
ing from four to five tons. They are about 
forty feet in length, by six fect in brcadth. 
The return cargo is flour, potash, \vheat, 
peltries, &c. rrhey commence their voy
age at Lachine, go as high as l(ingston, 
situated near the commencement of Lake 
Ontario, where the goods are put into large 
vessels, to be carried up to Niagara. The 
bateaux ta~e in a return cargo, and get 
into Lachine after ten or twclve days ab
sence. The distance fron1 Lachine to 
Kingston is about 200 miles. 

The government have stores at La
chine for the reception of a variety of dif
ferent sorts of goods, of 'vhich they think 
proper to make presents to the Indians. 

Y ou probably expect that I should give 
you son1e account of the Indians. Doubt
less I have secn hundreds of thcn1 ; but 
those 'vere such tniserable-looking, disgust-

. ing creatures, that 1 do not undertake the 
task of describing thetn 'vith any degree of 
pleasure. 

Indians of different nations, anJ fron1 
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different parts of America connected with 
Canada, come annually to Quebec, to 
Montreal, and to other military posts, to 
receive the presents which the governrnent 
annually distribute an1ongst them. Those 
who come to Quebec encamp at a little 
distance from the town, on the banks of 
the St. Lawrence; and I took the earliest 
opportunity to go and see them, gratifying 
a curiosity so natural to Europeans. 

Conceive to yourself a parcel of men, 
women, and children, huddled together 
under a wigwam, formed of pieces of ·wood, 
seven or eight feet in length, the ends 
fixed in the ground, and meeting at 
the top, form a kind of sloping fratne, 'vhich 
is covered 'vith the bark of the birch-tree, 
to keep out the inclemencies of the 'vea
ther-a very poor covering indeed. They 
are half naked, wlzolly covered 'vith dirt, 
and oily paints, and s'varming with vermin; 
diminutive, and 'veakly in their persons and 
appearance; and having a physiognon1y, 
in w hi ch y ou look in vain for traces of intel
ligence. 1 do not mean to say that they are 
without the reasoning faculty, but they cer
tainly appear excessively stupid. 1 under-
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stand that their numbers decrease every year, 
-if they were \Vholly extinct, I do not think 
that human nature \Vould be a great sufferer 
by it. 

If you 'vish to see a very pretty story 
about the dignity of the Indian, you have 
only to consult Raynal, \Vho says a great 
deal more for them than dan1e na
ture \Varrants. Their stupid apathy and 
indifference about the objects of civilized 
society is called noble independence of 
spirit. To the same source is traced their 
adopting a 'vandering life, 'vith ali its pri
vations and hardshi ps, in preference to a 
fixed abode, and the culture of the ground. 
Frequent attempts have been made to do
mesticate them, by taking them when 
young children into European families, 
and treating thém with every attention. It 
is surprising, ho,vever, that there is no in
stance of succeeding in the attempt, or of 
their learning any occupation and be
co ming members of civilized society. 

'fwo Indians were in England not long 
since. They bad been e1nployed as corn
mon voyageurs in the northwest trade, and 
bad 1earned a little English.-They found 
means to get to England by \Va y of New 
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York, and represented themselves to be 
Indian princes, come to make a represen
tation to governn1ent. They were treated 
in the handsornest manner,-1odged in a 
hotel in London, and all their expences 
paid. They returned here lately, genteelly 
dressed, a la mode Angloise, but in a Yery 
short tin1e they betook themselves to the 
woods, adopting the Indian dress and ha-' 
bits; one would naturally have thought, 
that after visiting London, and baving ex
perienced the con1forts of ci vilized li fe, 
they 'vould not have so soon assutned their 
ancient habits; perhaps, there is some
thing in the nature of the Indian, 'vhich 
te1ls hin1 that a forest is his proper ho1ne,_ 
a11d hunting his fcllow tenants of the 'vood, 
his proper en1ploytnent. 

I n1ay bé thought too severe on the In-
dians, by those who have been on the 
banks of the rivers Missouri and 1\1iss1s
sippi, or in the north-,vest territories be
yond the Lakes. rrhere, Indians are to be 
seen in their natnral, unsophisticated state. 

r rrhose that I have seen, have occasionally 
1nixt ,vith Europeans. rr'hey are extretnely 
fond of strong spirits, in which both sexes 
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indu1ge to e,~cess, and are then guilty of the 
Inost dreadful cruelties, maiming and mur
dering their fricnds and relations in the _ 
tnost savage manner. 

Amongst the nations in the interior, I 
am informed there are found individuals 
'vho shew great po,vers of ratiocination; 
possess many virtues; and :who \Vant no
thing but education to be equal to Euro
peans. "\Vhether the generality of them 
ought to be placed 9n that footing or not, 
appears probletnatical. To forrn a just 
estimate of their genius and mental powers, 
more facts are 'van ting; . a fe,v instances 
of individual pre-etninence are not cnough. 
Great allowance rnust, no doubt, be n1ade 
for the circun1stance that their situation in 
]ife ca1ls for the display of only a particu-
1ar kind of talents; and to those natural1y 
'viii the force of their mental pow~rs be di
rected. Of thcir bravery in 'var,. there are 
many proofs; as also of their ingenuity and 
dexterity in the chace. The 'vhole powers 
of their mind have been dirccted to these 
objects. Letters have not been introduced 
amongst them; and reading promotes re
fiection. lt gives to the mind a new kind 

lVI 
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of existence; it strengthens and enlarges 

the power of its operations. 
\Vhether nature has put the American 

Indian on the sarne footing, in every respect~ 

'vith the European, as to n1ental powers, 
is not to be ascertained in the present day : 
've 'vant facts fron1 which to judge.
Among all other anin1als, ,vc see certain 

classes or species of the .. san1e genus su peri or 
one to the other. The .. A_uthor of Nature 
has 'villed it so. It is possible that the Au
thor of Na ture may also have tnade varie
tics in the human race, differing fron1 each 
other in their powers both of body and 
nlind ; and that the Arnerican Indian, th€ 
African, and the European, are illustra
tions of the fa ct. 

The comn1erce of the river St. La,vrence 
cliffers as n1uch from that of the European 
countries, as the appearance of Canada 
does from that of the countries in Europe. 
Fro1n vvhat I have said in my different conl
munications to you on thcse subjccts, as 
'vell as on the political sta_te of the coun
try, I trust I have ena bled y ou to form a 
general idea of them. J\!1any subjects of 
importance require yet t.o be illustnl.te l. 
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I n1ust, ~t greater lengt~ explain to you 
the nature and value of the ex ports and im
ports of the country, its productions, ma .. 
nufactures, &c. in order to she'v you its 
value as a British colony.-These matters 
will form the subject of my next com1nu .. 
nication. 
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LE' rf .ER XIII. 

Quebec, December, 1807. 

THE navigation of the river St. Lawrence 
is no'v closed-not a vessel to be seen :
like the migrating birds, they have gone in 
search of a milder clitnate ; in1n1ense 
n1asses of ice oc cu py their place, and ride 
riumphant in the river. Canada has put 

on her winter clothing, she is wrapped in 
sno'v, and the ri vers are bou nd u p in ice. 
We have all assuxned our winter dresses; 
furs and flannels are substituted for nan
keens and muslins. The ,vharfs and quays, 
lately so n1oving a scene, are no'v deserted; 
business is at a stand. The n1erchant, and 
the variety of people e1nployed by him, 
are no'v id le; arnusements and festivity 
have assun1ed the piace of the more serions 
and important occupations of life. The 
amusements of this country, particularly 
the 'vinter amusements, have a distinctive 
character; you ·would look in vain for any 
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hing of the same kind, In the ten1perate 
elimes of Europe. I shall be better able to 
give you a description ofthese matters, and 
of the curions phenomena which the Ca
nadian 'vinter months offer to our observa
tion, ·when the wïnter is finished. In the 
n1ean tin1e, gi ve me leave to se_nd y ou the 
result of my enquiries relative to the pro 
ductions and comrnerce of Canada. 

The population of Canada at the titne 
it came into the possession of the British in 
1759-60, amounted to 75600 souls, as ap
pears from General J\:Iurray' report to the 
British government, immediate]y after the 
conquest. At that time the e~·tensive coun
try now called Upper Canada -vas not inha
bited by any Europeans. At present the two 
Canadas contain at least 300,000 inhabit .. 
ants; ofthese, Lower Canada con tains about 
two-thirds. rl'he descendants of the Old Ca
nadians constitute at least nine-tenths of the 
population of Lo·wer Canada. 'I'hey pro .. 
fess the Roman Catholic religion, and are 
a11owed the use of the Old Canadian, or 
rather French law , agreea bly to the prin .. 
ciples laid clown in the Coutume de Paris, 
as I have mentioned to you in a former 
letter. 
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In Upper Canada, the population 

amounts to about 100,000. These are aU 
British, at least they speak Englisl1, 
and are governed entirely by the laws of 
England, both in ci vil and criminal tnat
ters; and in questions relative to real pro
perty, as \vell as in questions relative to 
personal pro pert y. The lands arc hel cl by 
the English tenures, and the courts of jus
tice are regulated agreeably to the forn1s 
of the respective courts in En gland. Nia
gara was forn1erly the capital of U pp~r 
Canada, but about hvelve years ago Yorlc 

'vas laid o.ut for a to,vn, and the seat of 
governn1ent transferred to it, and it is al ... 

ready of considerable size. 
Fro1n the -preceding staten1ent of the 

population, it is evident that the increase 
in Lower Canada for these last fifty years 
has been very great; it bas, in fact, nearly 
tri pled. In Upper Canada the in crea se 
bas been very rapid, as several ycars elaps
ed after the conquest before any part of 
Upper Canada 'vas settled or culti,Tatcd. 
Thirty years ago, Upper Canada was nearly 
a continued forest ;-that a population of 
100,000 should in t},at space of time accu ... 

tnuJate, is a proof that tb.e country and 
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climate are propitious. Indeed, it is ge
nera1ly allowed, that the cli1nate of Upper 
Canada and its soil are supcrior to those 
of Lower Canada. 

'rhe country is in general more level 
and lo'v than the neighbourb.ood of Que
bec and J\lon trea 1. 'fhe 'vatcrs of the im
nlense lakes have perhaps narrowed their 
beds, and ]eft the surrounding country dry, 
at a later period than bas bcen the case in 
Lower Canada, where bills and n1ountains 
and rapicl rivers abound, and wherc the 
nutritions parts of the soil n1ay haYe been 
carried off. 'j he clirnate of Upper Canada 
is tcmperatc, and friendly to vegetation. 
rrhe 'vannth of the air will facilitate the 
dccon1position of aH vegetable and animal 

rnatter, 'vhich tnay be in a st·üe of dccay, 
and in the course of tin1c an accumulation 
of soil will takc place. 'Yhen the fore t'3 
are clearcd a;vay, and the plough and har
row have perfônncd thcir functions, the 
san1c causes 'vhich pro1noted t~1c gro,vth of: 

the large hardy oak, the stately pine, and 
the matted thickct, 'villraisc fine crops of 

'vhcat, and luxuriant artificial grasses. 
In aU nc'v countries, such é~ the Cana

~fts, populatiQn 1nu"t increase n1uch fastcr 



168 

than in old countries, because the produc
tion of food for man is much casier; and 
as their situation precludes the possibility 
of their indulging in what are callcd the 
luxuries of life, their principal occupation 
'vill naturally be the production of food. 
1..,hey 'vill clear their lands of \vood,-they 
will so'v and Ieap; next year n1ore \vill be 
cleared, so,vn, and reaped, until the grain, 
&c. produced exceed the \Vants of the fa
ll)ily. The surplus becomes an object of 
lTI 0 rchanaize. Their disposable capital in
creases; and it is ernployed either in in
creasing production by cultivating more 
land, or in aineliorating w hat is already 
produced. lVlills are erected; ,v beat con_ 
verted into flour; flour into biscuit; cat_ 
tle are ft:tttened and prepared for n1arket. 
This accumulation of the real \Vealth of a 
country is the natural cause of an increase 
of population. 

Besicles the operation ofthis cause, the 
Canadas O\Ve much of their increase of po
pulation to emigrations from the United 
States of A1nerica, and fron1 Europe. 
'rhese emigrations, to a greater or less ex· 
tent, take place every year. The emigrants 
generally prefer settling in Upper, rather 
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than in Lower Canada, as 'vell those from 
the United States, as th ose fron1 Europe. 
There are 1nany reasons for the preference 
given to Upper Canada. The soil and eli
ma tc arc better; and lands are cheaper, and 
1nore easily procured: the tenures are bet
ter understood, and better liked than the 
French tenures in Lo,ver Canada. 'fhe 
great mass of tl c people speak English, 
and have Eng ish habits, neither of 'vhich 
are to be found in L<nvcr Canada. In 
c~'Se of a dispute with your neighbour, the 
cause is tried in an English court of justice, 
and in a language you understand ; \Vhich 
is not the case in Lo,ver Canada. In short, 
tbese causes will continue to dra\v to U p
per Canada a great augmentation to the 
natural increase of the population and 
\vealth-w hilst the Canadian French popu
lation \Yill only increase in the ordinary 

. ratio. 

In proportion to the increase of popu
lation, is the den1and for manufactures, and 
for articles of forejgn importation. rrhe in- . 
crea se of industry and "\vealth gives a grea ter 
fund to pay for the productions of other 
countries. That this bas been the case in 
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anada is 1car1 .. pro,-ed by the gradua 

·ncrcasc of her 1"'t>1· ign trade. 

Gr at Brit in is at a coi s1derab1e regu
.1. r c_-pcncc in supporting the .;arri ons a1 d 
nilitary esté blish1nent of Cat · ~h ,-be

... i cs the Yaluc of the present gi\· 1 annu

all ~ · to the In ians, and the an1o 1. t of the 

... a.aries of a Yarict~· of people enployed in 
· l ~ t is ca.: ,,l the I ncli~ n d l artn1cnt, 

. lnsistin g of u parin tend~:n t~, in pectors, 

ü~ ,nts, '"-c .. The goo ~ o·i ·en to the lu dien 

an ually ar f con iL .erabl"' Ya ne, and 

con ~ ist of c1otLCI , n1trket::, po vd r and 

h··tll, trinket . hard v-, re. l.:c .-Y et Canada 

is \Yell de rrinb tlv· ai 1s and co t neces

:sary t pre elT i . he constH11 our nJa-

nufactur s < con iderab1 . <Hnoun ~ as I 

ha l . h '- y pre ently·; l c ûires CIl-

}l )~·n1ent '~nnually to l uut :200 s~ il of 
1, and about 'o.t ·tepn hundre l 
f 1r!1i..:h s _ ~ ,:rfoun l·u1d ·with 

he up

J.lie our' \Y. h a consi-

< ralle qn1nti. ~of lu L cr: t·ly~.:: punch~ 

· Hl-P'- ck , 100 )~, l ; ·os and "alt-fi~ h f 
a , .. r· "'t~~ of kinds. Sbe np11i ,~ r at 

r· .. a;1 '-·th wL.-.. · toc a.:ioLa ? ; and ·hat 
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is likely to he of great importance, the fo
rests of Canada 'vill be found cqnal to 

upplying the dockyards with n1asts and 
yards for the largest n1cn of war in the 
navy, and, indeed, for vcsscls of all sorts, 
io aln1ost any èunount; besicles a great 
abundance of oak, and othcr ship-timber 
of a variety of spccies. Our coopers, too, 
may be supplied with staves to any an1ount, 
and of as good quality as usually ootne fron1 
Ifamburgh, Stettin, anù Dantzig. 

'rhis cannot fail to be of great conse
quence, ·whcn we hap.p~n to be excluded 
fron1 the Russian don1inions, and fron1 the 
11altic ports, which the capricious con ... 
duct of the En1pcror of H.ussia gi,·es too 
nn1ch rcason to fear n1ay sotnctin1cs be the 
case. 

'fhc quantity of 'vheat, flour, and bis ... 
cuit, aunual1y ex portcd fi·on1 Canada is 
very considerable: but the crops arc pre .. 
carious, and the quantity as yet not bttfii
ciei_lt to ensure to the n1othcr country arc
gular supply. 

'rhe tollowi ng 8tatcn1cnt of ex ports "·ill 
shew 'vhat a \·aricty of articles Canada pro
duces. I have taken the average of five 
years, ending 180t?. 



Currency. 

s. a. f.· s. a. 
Wheat - - - - - :345499 bushels 6 6 112287 S 6 

Flour 19822 barreh - - - - 42 6 42123 17 6 

Biscuit - - - - - 21717 quintals, or cwt. - 25- 27221 5 0 

Pease 2:?C6 lm~hels 5 6 623 3 0 

Oats - 2%6 ditto - 2- 236 12 0 

Barley - - - - 4:.:,01 ditto 3- 643 3 0 
~07 9 0 

3735 0 0 

1930 10 0 
5807 0 0 

1491 0 0 

7063 0 0 

2084 0 0 

Indian corn

Bcef -

Ditto - - - - - -

Pork - - - -

Cod fish-

Oak-

Pine - -

9:22 ditto 

1 'i45 barrels -

429 tierces -

1~86 barrels 

- 4 6 

- 6l~-

- 90-

-90-

1704 quintals - 17 6 

3534 picccs - - - - 40-

1190 ditto - - 35-

- 840124 at 251. per 1200 

Stave ends, &c. 9205 at 101. per ditto 

Fine boards and planks 80014 at 60s. per hundred 

Oak plank - - 796 at 20s. each 

Handspikes- - 12537 at 7s 6d per dozcn 

Oars -

Masts 

Spars 

544 at 6s a.pair 

134 at 201. each 

144------10-

Westlndia hoops - - 91290 at 61. per thousand 

Shingles - - - - - !31262 at lOs per thousand 

Madeira pipe packs - 1908 at. 15s 

Puncheon ditto 627 - - - - - - 12 6 

Tierce ditto 536 - - - 7 6 

Essence Spruce 39 boxes - 10-

Ditto - - - - - - 34 hogsheads at 251. - -

Pot and pearl a5hes - 22084 cwt. - - 47 6 

Jjnseed - - - - - 5675 busheJs 5 6 

Scal skins 3126 - - - - - 3 6 

Castorum 27 53 lbs. s..:... 
Horses - -

Sarsaparilla - -

Tallow - -

Butt~r 

Soap and candies - -

Salmon - - - - il 

100 at 201. 

16300 lbs. 

20 barrels 

199 firkins 

157ô boxes 

610 tierces 

- 2-

- 50-

-80-

-60-

- 65-

Carried forward 

17502 11 8 
3 16 6 

2400 8 4 
796 0 0 

391 15 '7 

81 12 0 

2680 () 0 

72 0 0 

547 15 0 

15 13 0 

1431 0 0 

396 17 0 

201 0 0 
19 10 () 

850 0 0 

52449 10 0 

1560 12 6 

54.7 0 

1101 4 0 

2000 0 0 

1650 0 0 

50 0 0 
'196 0 () 

4728 0 0 

19H'2 10 0 

299692 19 '1 

1 



Salmon - - - - -

Herrings - - - -

Bass, a speciesof fisb, ( 
aboutsizeof a salt.wn S 

Onions - - <::" - -

Apples - -

Cranberries -

Snuff- -

Stoves 

Hops

Balsam -

Capillaire - - - -

Beer - - -

Ox and cow bides - -

Horns - - - - -

Hemp - - - - -
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Brought forward 

197 barr(>Js 

200 ditto 

'70 ditto 

20 ditto 

300 ditto 

10 barrels 

10 kégs 

200 

30 pockets -
1780 lbs. -

100 lbs. 

1 00 hogsbeads 

1000 

2000 per dozen -

23 cwt. 

s. d. 

- 45-

- 20-

so-} 
- 25-

- 25-

- 15-

- 100-

- 120-

- 100-

-6d 

- 1-

- 100-

- 15-

- s-
- 35-

Expenres on 180 vessels, pilotage, port charges, &c. at ( 
2001. each - - - - - • - S 

There are annnally built at Quebec a certain number of 

vessels on British account, and on British capital; 

say about 1.?00 tons, at 101. pe'r ton, exclusive of 

sails and rigging 

Furs and Pel tries exported from Canada for 

Britain, on an average of three years 
ending 1805. 

f.. s. d. 
Martin - - - - 23170 at 4s eacb 4634 0 0 

Beaver - - - - 99076 average~ 
l~lb. each, at 14s pcr lb. - - 92470 18 8 

Otter • 17649 at 17s 6d 33091 17 6 
Miuks 11687 at 2s 6d 1460 17 6 
Fis hers - - - - 5657 at 8s 6d 2-±04 4 6 
Foxes - - 8636 at 12s 5181 12 0 
l3ear and euh 20074 at 40s 40148 0 0 
Deer - - - - - 223290 at 5s 55822 10 0 
Racoon - - - - 151710 at 2s 15171 0 0 
Musk.-wash - 79650 at ls 2d 4t!46 5 0 
Cat, cal>ed and open 12221 at7s6d 458'2 7 G 

-------

Currency. 

f.. s. d. 

299692 19 7 

443 5 0 

200 0 () 

105 0 0 

25 0 0 
375 0 0 

11 5 0 
50 0 0 

1200 0 0 

150 0 0 

44 10 0 
5 0 0 

500 0 0 
750 0 0 
24 19 0 

40 5 0 

36000 0 0 

15000 0 0 

Carried forward 2596!3 12 8 354617 3 7 



Wolf • -

Elk- - -

Woolvereen 
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Brought forward 

6425 at 8s 

1032 a-t lOs 

l25ü at 5s 

[,. s. 

259ô13 1'2 

2570 0 

516 0 

!312 10 

à. 

8 

0 

(} 

0 

6d } 76 1l 0 

J:. s. t! .• 
354617 5 7 

llare, rah?it, ermin, ~ 30fi2 at 
and sqUJrrel - - ~ 

---- 2G3088 13 3 
The expence of the military establishment in Canada, 

drawn for by the paymaster general, and paymas-

ters of regiments, amounts annually to about - - 150000 

Total cxports to Britain and British establishments 767705 17 3 

Ali exports are to be consiùered as a remittance in pa y-

ment of imports ; and as the mititary expences are 

paid by England for articles consumed by British 

soldiers, and have nearly the effect of exportation, 

tb.e above sum of 1.?00001. is classed under this head. 

During last year there were cleared out at the Custnmhouiie of Qu~

bec 193 yessels, measuring 33996 tons, nq,vigated by 1601 men. 

The imports of Canada from Britain and British establish

ments are not so easily ascertained as the exports, 

bec?use no account is kept at the Customhouse of' 

goods which do not pay duty. 

The goods which pay duty were on an average of five 

ycars as follows :_ 

:M:aueira - -

Port wi11e -

Teneriffe 

Spanisb, red 

Freuch wine 

Brandy -

Ruro-

15,455 gal. 

43,471 

2,4-00 

- 46,720 

- 52,776 

- 29,051 

5~7,91~ 

Molasses - - 42,052 
~
4783 puns. 
188 hhds. 

69 tierces 

Salt - - - - 59,111 tnino~ 

J.,oaf sugar - - 139,324 lbi. 

~uscovado - - 135,790 -

Çoffee - 46,748 -

Tobacco - 84,500 - manuf>~cturcd 

pitto- 71,000 - leaf 

Car.d~- .. 17,350 - pac~i 

lOs 

8s 
5s. 

:§s 4ù 

2s 6d 

6s 

4s 6d 

3s 

ls 8d 

1s 4d 

7!ù 
ls 7d 

ls 

9d 

li. 

J:. s. d. 
7727 10 0 

1H28 

600 

7786 13 4 
6597 

8715 6 

~ 116530 4 

6307 16 

7425 17 10 
9288 5 4 

424-3 7 6 

3700 17 6 

4225 
'Z662 10 

86710 --20'U 05 17 6 
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lt is to be prcsumed that the dry goods 

itnportcd, for which no duties are paid, and 
of " rhich no account is kcpt at the custom
house, an1onnt to the difference bctwecn 
the abovc s 1n1 and the value of the ex
ports, vi~. about 5G3,ôOOL.-Indeed, it js 
not Ïlnprobable that the itnports excecd 
the exports. and remittances, for it is very 
'vell kno,vn, that many of the goods irn
ported are ne ver pa id for, the in1 porters 
beconling insolvent. 

Resides the preceding ünports; good.i 
of a variety of kinds are annually sent to 
Canada (as I have formerly rnentioned} 
by the British governn1cnt as a present to 
the Indians. )Vhen these goods are de
livered to the proper oflicer, bjlls are dra·wn 
for the aiHOUrt t in favour of the shipper; 
but, as the province givcs nothing in return 
for thcse goods, the bills dnnvn in pay
Inent cannot be considered as a rctnittance 
from Canada, for which the province ought 
to take credit. T he Inclians give nothing 
in return for ·which they are not an1ply 
paid. In fact, it is a present, and like aH 
other presents 'must go to tite debit of projii 
and loss at hon1e. Did the Indians live a 
settled li fe, and en1 plo y the1nsel v es in agri-
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culture, and in increasing the useful pro
perty of the province, the presents might 
be considerecl as a salary, and, like aU 
other salaries and army pay, 'vould be 
cornpensated to Britain by labour or ser-

. vices, and the province nüght takc credit 
for the amount, because in the acco1nplish
n1ent of their duty, their salary is spent in 
the purchase of v3:rious articles of fooçl, 
which if not consun1ed in that 'vay n1ight 
increase the exportations of the province: 
but this is not the case. 'rhc Indian kills 
his gatne, eats the carcass, and sells the 
skin to the mcrchant, 'vho pays hin1 for it 
as much as if he bad received no present 

from government. 
That governn1ent should continue an

nually to distribute pi·esents to the Indians, 
is a measure, the expediency of which is 
very mu ch dou bted. They are given 'vith 
the vie'v of concilia ting the affections of the 
Inrlian tribes, and securing them in our in
terests. It is thought that their own in
terest 'vill teach the1n that we are their best 
friends, so long as 've take their furs and 
peltries, and give more for them than they 
can get else,vhere; 'vhen this ceascs tô be 
the case, the presents will not have great 
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effect. Indced, I an1 \vell assurcd that the 
presents are, even now,alrnost thro\vn aYray~ 
fro1n the circun1stance of their being gi ven 
to the 1nost utnvorthy part of the Indians, 
-to fellows who live in the nejghbourhood 
of -etroit and · fichilùnakinack, and whon1 
these presents keep in a stace of idleness 
and dissipation; while the real hunters, 
the active Indians who furnish the furs, and 
are truly useful as weil as forn1idable, get 
little or nothing. 'They stand no chance 
'vith the Detrozt or JYiichitimakinack In
dians, or tho se in the neigb bourhood of 
these places, 'vhose know led ge of, and con
nea_'zons with, the co1nmande1 s and n1en in 

~ 

power, secure to them a large share of 
'vhat the British governn1ent send to this 
country. The Micmac and other Indians 
that corne to receive their presents at 
Quebec and l\Iontreal, are too insignificant 
to be feared, orto be taken rnuch into con
sideration. 

It certainly 'vould be in1proper, nay 
highly un just, to stop aU at once the giving 
presents; but I fi nd it is the general opinion 
that the thing might be done graduaUy; 
and that it 'vould not only be a consider-

N 
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able ~aving to Britain, but rca11y, upon the 
whole, an advantage to the Indians not to 
receive presents. It would be better 

t 

that they shou1d srend tl:e:r tinle in hunt-
ing, than in con1ing to our nülitary postg 
and destroying themselves 'vith spirits, 
which they get in exchange from British 
suljects, for the very presents they bad just 
received fron1 government; so that they 
very often return as completely divested. 
of their presents, as 'vhen they came out 
of their native forests. 1 have beard that 
sotne years ago very great abuses 'vere 
cotntnitted by those concerncd in this de
partment, who are said to have inveigled 
the lndians to part 'vith their presents for 
1iquors, and that the goods 'vere after
'vards appropriated to their o'vn use, where
by large fortunes 'vere made. 

An important part of the con1merce of 
Canada is carried on with the United 
States of America, the consideration of 
'vhich I shaH reserve for 1ny next letter. 
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Quebec, December, 1807. 

1 HAVE just returned fron1 taking a walk, 
though the wcather is bitter cold. Y ou will 
be surprised that any one could she'v their 
nose to it, when I shall have told you how 
cold it is; on that subject you shaH hear 
from n1e by' and by: in the n1can ti me let 
me continue my mercantile disquisitions. 
I have to lay beforc you the con1n1ercial 
connexions of Canada 1vith the United 
States. 

Besicles the trade which Canada carrie:; 
on 'vith Britain .and her colonies, a very 
considerable trade is carried on \Vith the 
American states. The la\v acknowledges 
but one place in Lower Canada, through 
'vhich goods can be introduceù from the 
United States, as I rnentioned in a for
mer letter. It is by the river Chan1-
bly, which connects Lake Chan1plain 
wjth the St. La wren ce. At St. John's, on 
this river, there is a custom-house for the 
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pur pose of ta king cogn1zance ot su ch 

goods as are brought in fron1 the States. 

The irnports by ·way of St. John's In 

the year 1806 were as follow. 

1. tl. 1. 1· à. 

Souchong tea 1521lbs. 3 9 285 3 9 

Hyson skin 84105 3 3 . 13667 1 3 

Bohea 20 2 0 2 0 0 

Hyson .. 750 5 6 206 5 0 

Dttto, single 22246 3 6 3893 1 0 

Coffee 235 1 6 17 12 6 

Chocolate 9880 1 4 ti58 13 4 

Foreign spirits 60'1 gallons 151 15 0 

Leaf tobacco 1461llbs. 0 6 365 5 6 

Manufactured, ditto 30646 0 '1 893 16 10 

Indigo 9'28 6 0 278 8 0 

Butter 40:>9 0 8 134 12 8 

Cheese 31714 0 6 '792 17 0 

Codfish 1 (lOO 0 6 277 10 0 

Fresh pork 67943 0 4 1132 7 8 

Salted ditto 631 barrels .. 70 0 2208 10 0 

Indian corn 58'7!3 bushels 2 9 807 lÜ 9 

Shoes 7356 pairs 5 0 1839 0 0 

Sole leather 83880 lbs. 1 4 5592 0 0 

Boots 1307 pairs 25 0 1633 15 0 

Sadùles 65 40 0 130 0 0 

Linseed oil 528 gallons 6 0 158 8 0 

Pig iron 32134 lbs. 0 3 401 13 6 

Ha ms 1200 lbs. 0 7! 37 10 0 

Hat bodies 2950 2 oz 295 0 0 

Nankeen 323 pieccs 5 0 807 10 0 

Horses 15 130 0 97 10 0 

Mahogany 1500 feet 2 0 150 0 0 

Ditto, boards 1000 feet 1 2 58 6 8 

Pine plank 503700 feet per 1000 feet 60 0 1511 2 0 

Do. boards & plank 43ll,OO per ditto 50 0 1077 10 0 

Oak (square) 188150 per square foot l 0 9407 10 0 

Shingles 20000 per 1000 lü 0 10 0 0 

Staves, pipe 55800 L. 30 0 0 16'74 0 () 

Ditto, hogsheads 248COO per ditto 7 10 0 1860 0 0 

Potash 3669 bar. 11007 cwt. 40 0 . 22014 0 0 

Muscovado sugar 21.'> lbs. 0 7 6 5 5 

Loaf ditto 35 lbs. 1 0 1 15 0 

Mapple ditto 500 lbs. 0 6 12 10 0 

Honey 899 lbs. 1 0 44 19 0 

Molasses 45 gallons 3 0 6 15 0 

Snuff 134 lbs. 0 9 5 0 6 

Tallow 1:30 lbs. 0 9 4 17 6 

Hogilard , 1090 lbs. 0 9 40 17 6 

----
Carried forward L 774650 5- 4 
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·Pease 
Oats 
Wheat 
Flour 
Rosin 
Tar 
Hops 
Cotton wool 
Pimento 
Cunpo\Yder 
Stockings 
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20 bushels 
16 ditto 
96 ditto 

326 ditto 
19 barrels 

Hl 
18 

10670 lb~. 
158 lbi. 
60 lbs. 
25lbs. 

378 per pair 

1. d. 1. s. d. 
Brought forward 74650 5 4 

3 0 3 0 0 
3 4 2 13 4 
1 4 6 8 0 
5 6 89 13 0 

40 0 38 0 0 
40 0 282 0 0 
20 0 18 0 () 
0 9 400 2 6 
1 8 13 3 4 
J 0 3 0 0 
2 0 2 10 () 
2 0 37 16 0 

L.75546 11 6 

Besicles the preceding articles, there arc 
a variety of others introduced frotn the 
United States. Sorne by way of St. 
John's, sot ne by other channels, besicles 
·what is sent into Upper Canada. 'Vhere 
there is so extensive a line of boundary as 
that which separates Canada from the 
U nitcd States, it is not to be supposed that 
strict attention will be paid to the Ia,v 
1naking St. John's the only ]egal channel 
for goods into Lo,ver Canada. Smuggling to 
a great extent is carried on. Of the articles 
not enumerated, I arn ·weil informed that 
there are at !east 20,000 pieces of 'vhite 
cotton, at about l7s. 6d. a piece-a large 
quantity of blue cotton-silk handkerchiefs 
-East I ndia checks and stripes-East 
India silks-French cam bricks and crapes, 
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besicles groceries and a variety of other ar
ticles. l atn assured tha t these and other 
non-enumerated articles do not atnount 
annually to less than lOO,OOOl. ;-and, 
therefore, the ·whole in1ports from the Unit
ed States into Canada 1nust an1ount an

nually to 17 5,546l. lls. 6d. 
The exports j'rom Canada by "vay of St. 

John's to the United States are correct} y 
known. In the year 1806 they were as 

follows. 

,., d. [.. s. tl. 

Beaver skins 29115 lbs. 18 9 - 27395 6 3 

Pear 3112 each 30 0 4668 0 0 

Racoon 21776 2 0 2176 14 0 

Deer 901 3 9 168 18 9 

Musk rat 128837 1 4 8589 2 8 

Musk 1818 2 6 227 5 0 

Bu1 alo 39 20 0 39 1) 0 

Manin 28379 4 0 5675 16 0 

Fox 600 6 0 18(} 0 0 

Fishers 8(10 5 0 200 0 0 

Wolf 5532 7 6 2074 0 0 

Cat 503 '1 6 188 12 6 

Ott er 10427 20 0 - 10427 0 0 

Calf 907 3 4 161 3 4 

Ox bides, raw 5~·7 each 20 0 597 0 0 

Salt 9091 bushels 2 6 1136 7 6 

Fish - - 1097 barrels 30 0 1645 10 0 

Articles not particularised - 1036 13 2 

Amount of exports from Canada 66,586 8 2 
Amount of ditto from United States 175,546 11 6 

Balance against Canada L. 108,960 3 4 
----

This balance the .A.mericans carry out 
of Canada in cash. There are a great 
variety of coins in circulation in Canada:-
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'vc have the Spanish, French, Arnerican, 
and British, gold and silver coins. The 
Spanish dollar is in 1nost general use, and 
these the Americans prefer, because they 
generally bear a pren1ium in J. T ew York 
and Boston, to the an1ou1lt sornetimes of 
2 per cent. The Amcricans 'van t them for 
their China trade. 

There does not appear any \vay of prc
venting this drain of the circulating me
diunl 'vhile the trade rcmains on its pre
sent footing: nor do I think it is of n1uch 
consequence. rrhe old notion that it 'vas 
ruin to a country' to allo 1\T its specie to be 
taken from it, is no\v very generally ex
ploded. Wherever rnoney is 'vanted, and 
there is son1ething to be given for it, there 
it 'viii flow while there is such a thing in 
existence as commerce. In the present 
case, if the Arnericans hy carrying cash 
out of Canada' create a scarcity, both the 
governtnent and the merchants will find a 
difficulty in procuring it. rrhe governnlent 
'vant large sums for paying the troops, and 
the expences of the civil departtnent-the 
merchants 'vant Tnoney to pay for the pro
duce they purchasc for exportation. They 
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dra'v bills on England, 'vhich thçy sell 
to the hol~1ers of cash. N(nv, ,vhen the 

holders of cash find that money is n1uch 
'vanted, they wiH give it to tl ose ,vho for 

1001. bill o·1 Engl~nd 'vill take the sn1allest 
amount of cash fro1n the1n. Paytncnts ê re 

made in the cu~rency of the country. 

Sterling is 11"!-th pcr cent. n1ore valu .. 

able-this is the par of etrchange. ''ben 
thcre are n1any drfl'œers, the nutnbcr of bills 

for sale, ]o,vers tl cir value; and the dcn1and 

for cash raises its value; so that tLe holders 
of cash can get sterling bills utHler par, 
that 1s, they get a bill for lOOl. sterling for 

1ess currency than lll~l.-Su ppose fiye per 
cent under par-fi.ve pouncls are deductcd 
from one hundrcd pounds, and currency at 

par is given corresponding to ~5!. sterling, 
by which there is evidently a gain to the 

bolder of cash, and a loss to the dra,ver of 

bills-95/, sterling beit;g eq ual to 105l. lls. ' 

~ l~d. currency, 'vhich he gets instead of 
. llll. 2s. Q~cl. the par. It follows that the 
holders of cash vvish to Io,ver the exchange, 

and the dra,vers to raise it. If I 'vant a 
bill on England, to remit, the less currency 

I give for it the better for me; and if I 
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'vish to dispose of a bill, the more currency 

1 get for i t the better for rne. 

'fhe A 1nericans by taking cash out of 

the country, increase the v~ luc of whatre

n1ai 1s, and tl e exchange falls. It has 

son1cti 11'-'S fallen so loiv, that sterling has 
' \~ 

been given for currency, whereby dnnvers 

of bills suflèred a loss of 11.;- percent. 
In _ J cw York and Boston, the ex change 

on Britain is in general hig1
l, that is to say, 

bills on London hear a prcrniun1, sorne

tinles as tnuch as eight per cent. For a 
100!. bill, yon get currency corresponding 
to 1 OSZ. Cash is n1ore plentiful than bills. 
-In Canada it is quite the reverse; and 

'vhen the cxchange is, in conseq 1ence, lo,v, 
it bccotnes extrernely advantagcous for the 

holders of cash, in Boston and New York, 

to send it to Canada for the purchas.tn6 of 

bills ( which they get at a discount), rather 

· than pure hase bills at hon1e, which are sold 
at a prernium. 'fhus the cash carried out 

of Canada by one set of men, is brought 

back again by another set. n conse
quence of which, the exchangc in Canada 

approaches par, and the circulating nlc

dium regains its level. 
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Governn1ent, as ·weil as individuals, 'vho 
have occasion to dra\V bills in Canada, suf
fer very heavy losscs by the di~count on 
bills. I cannot hclp thinkiug that it 'vould 
be a very easy 1nattcr for govcrnrncnt to 
prcvent any great loss by cxcbange. All 
they have to do is to kecp then1selves ad
vised of the statc of cxc~1angc in New
y ork, and dravv at thrcc _or four per cent. 
more favonrable for the holders of cash than 
the course at New-York off ers. The re can 
be no doubt that the cash 'vould imtnedi
ately come into Canada. Instcad of go
vernment bills in Canada being at a discount 
of seven or eight per cent. they would rare
ly be below par; for inN ew-York bills in 
general bear a pretnium sufficiently high to 
induce the holders of cash to carry it to Ca
nada for governn1ent bills, at par, or very 
little below it. The expence of bringing 
incashfron1 Ne,v-York, to Quebec or ~:lon
treal, is not a hove three to three and a half 
per cent. insurance included. The risks to 
be insured against arc, thieves, and the 
danger of loss in crossing lakes and ri vers*. 

* Very large sums are brought in from the States. 

In summer the conveyance by land is in a carriage, and 
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In casting one's eye over the articles 
which Canada receives fron1 An1erica, it is 
evident tuat ahnost every one of them 
might be produceJ in Canada, or Ïlnported 
fron1 Britain and he1· colonies, if the trade 
'vere nnder propcr regulations. 

By the treaty of arnity, navigation, and 
conliiH'rce, with the United States, in 1794, 
it is provided in the third article, '' that ali 
" goods and tnerchandize, 'vhose itnporta
" tion into his said Majesty's territories in 

" Anurica shaH not be entirely prohibited, 
" .n1ay freely, for the purposes of comn1erce, 
" be carried into the same, in the tnanner 
" afüresaid, by the citizens of the United 
" Statl s ; and such goods and merclzandize 

" slzall he sui?Ject to no higher or other duties 

" th~n zcoutd be payable by his .Afajesty's 

" suljects on the importation of the same 

on the lake, and crossing the St. Lawrence a canoe is 

used. In winter, the land carriage is a sleigh, ~nd the 

same conveyance is used on the ]ake, and on the river, 

as soon as the ice is strong enough. From 20 to 30,0001. 

have been brought in at one time by one man, openly 

enough to convince the people that it was money; yet I 
have never heard that any robbery has becn committed ; 

which is saying a great deal for the honesty of both the 

merkans and Canadians. 
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''from Europe into the sa id territorjes: and 
" in like n1anncr all goods and nlcrchan
" dize, 'vhose in1portation into the United 
" States shall not be ,vholly prohibited, 
" may free1y, for the purposes of con1tncrce, 
" be carried into the s~une, in the n1anner 
" aforesaid, by his f ajesty's subjects; and 
" su ch goods and tnercilandize shal l be 
" subject to no higher or otl cr d utie than 
" 'vould be payable by the citizens of the 
" ·united States on the itn porta ti on of the 
" same in An1erican vessels into the At
" lantic ports of the said Sta'·es." 

~,his clause carries with it an appearance 
ofreciprocal advantage toC reat llritain and 
America; but thcre is in fact no reciprocity 
in it. 'Vhy adopt the duties laid on by us 
on goods Ïlnported by the river St. Law
rence, as the measure of reciprocal charge 
on the introduction of goods fro1n America 
by the line of bound,ary ? If the British 
government, or provincial legislature, thir:tk 
proper to ~llow thcir own merchants to im

port certain articles by the river St. La,v
rence, free of duty, are the An1ericans to 
say, you must allow us to import the san1e 

articles on the same terms by way of Lake 
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Chan1plain ;-they certainly ought not to 
be allo,ved to say so, nor to do so. Co
gent rcasons n1ay exist for the one, and not 
for the othcr. 

The object to be attended to,-the jus
tice of the case, is reciprocity of duties on 
the goods ·which pass from the one country 
to the other. lt n1ay suit the policy of 
Britain that no duties be charged on cer
tain articles shipped by her 1nerchants for 
Canada, and at the same tin1e be very 
contrary to her intercst or 'vishes, that the 
Americans also, should be allowed to send 
the san1e articles to Canada, free of duty. 
'Vhatever duties are charged on goods cotn
ing fron1 one side of the line, may be 
charged on goods cotning fro1n the other, 
if thought ad viseable: here the reciprocity 
'votlld be perfect. . 

The Americans lay a duty of about 
15 per cent. on ahnost evcry thing they 
get from Canada, lrhile they annually 
send into Canada goods to near three times 
the amount, on 'vhich no duties are paid. 

:Fonnerly, Canada 'vas supplied with 
teas, cotton goods, silk, and a 1J other East 
India articles by the British 1nerchant, but 
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at present the large quantities of East In .... 
dia goods used in Canada, are supplied ex
clusively by the Atnericans. In the article 
of tea alone, it will be secn by a reference 
to the hst, that the amount is near 20,0001. 

a year, 'vhich is a trifle even, compared to 
the sums annually paid for cotton goods. 

By the ISth article of the treaty of 
cotnn1crce, 1794, "His l\1ajesty consents 
" that the vessels belonging to the citizens 
" of the U nitcd States of An1erica shall be 
'' adnüttcd and hospitably received in aH 
" the sea-ports and harbours of the British 
" territories in the East Indies; and that 
'' the citizens of the said United States 
" n1ay freely carry on a trade bebveen the 
" said terri tories, and the said United 
" States in all articles of 'vhich the irn
,, portation or exportation respectively to 
" or fron1 the said territories shall not be 

" entirely prohibitcd." 
In conscq uence of this permission, the 

Atnericans have gone 1argely into the East 
India trade; anJ, fi·orn a variety of advan
tages attachcd to a neutral fl.ag, they have 
been able (particularly since the com
rncncelnent of the :French revolution) to 
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in1port India goods into An erica, and trans
port thern into Canada, so rnuc 1 chea er 
than can be donc by the British rnerchants, 
that tl e latter are entirely eut out of the 
trade. Not only the East In dia company 
are suffercrs by it, but also the British nler
cantile and shipping intercsts. Add to this, 
that the 1noney carried out of Canada in 
paytnent of thesc goods, creates a scarcity 
of cash, "'hi ch lowers the rate of ex change, 
and occasions thereby an incrcasc of priee 
on every article of prod u ce ex ported from 
Canada; and this in crea se falls on the per
son for ,v bose account the prod ucc is ex port
ed. Canadian produce is increased in priee 
to thè ,European consutner; and, in the 
English n1arket, is less able to corn pete "\Vith 
the san1esort ofproduce brought from Anle
rica and elsew he re; and ali this arises in con
sequence of the article in the treaty before 
quoted, allowing the Americans to carry 
into Canada, East India articles, groceries, 
&c. dutyfree. I, therefore, hurnbly conceive, 
that if the ad van tage of the tnercantile and 
shipping interests of Britain is consulted, 
the above article ought to be abolished, or 
rather so modified that the British merchant 
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n1ight send his goods into tnarkct on the 
same tenns that the Arnericans do. 

rr'o strike effeetually at tl e root of the 
evil, l belicvc the best 'vay would be to 
prohibit the Americans from going to In ... 
dia. If the goods arc once in the United 
States, it 'vill be next to impossible to 
prevent their being carricd into Canada, 
thcir line of boundary being so extensive. 
I cannot pretend to say what ad vantages 
result to our Ejastlndia possessions, frotn the 
A1nericans having liberty to go there; but, 
it strikes n1e, as heing very much against 
the n1erc~ntile and shipping interests of 

Britain. 
The A mcricans for sorne years past, 

have supplied, 1 ot only Canada, but 1ike
'vise the 'V est Incl ia islands, and the Spa- · 
nish 1pain, with a variety of Asiatic pro
duce, brought fron1 thence in .. A.n1erican 
botton1s, ·which, it is presun1ed, rnust have 
been brought in British bottoms, bad 
the tradc not bcen thro,vn open to Ame
rica. I do not pretend, h <nvevcr, to be suf
ficicntly inforn1ed on this n1atter, to cm
brace the question in all its different 
bearings. 
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1 understand that a new treaty is no\\' 

un the stocks between Britain and Arneri

ca. If the first ten articles of the treaty of 

1794 are still declared pern1anent, parti

cnlarly the third article, and this, after 

tnaturely considering its operation in Ca

nada, and weighing the information 'vhich 
the merchants connected with Ca nada are 
ready and able to give, we may presun1e · 

that something more is taken into consi:.. 

deration by our 1egislators than \VC are 

aware of, otherwise they \vould not do that 

'vhich seems to every one who knows the 
Canada trade, to be contrary to the best 
interests of Britain.--I say of' Britain, foi· 
I hold it to be a thing certain that the foot
ing on which the trade at present stands, is 

the best th at can be for Çanada; for it as

suredly is advantageous to Canada, to re

ceive tea, groceries, and East India goods 
in great abundance, and at a cheaper rate 

than she can fron1 En gland. But, it is dis

advantagcous to Britain both in a com
nlercial and political point of view, that 

her colonies should draw their supplies 

fron1 any other quarter than from Britain; 

it 'vould in tin1c render then1 indepen?ent 
0 
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of Britain, and more attached to the coun
try from ,vhich they receive their supplies 
thau to the mother country. This is likely 
to be the case with Canada (and perhap$ 
the West In dies too), and well deserves the 
serious consideration of go.vernment. The 
n1ore su pp lies recei ved from America,-the 
more encouragement that is gi ven to that 
trade, the Jess dependence will Canada 
have on Britain, and the less inclined they 
·will be, to resist any attempts the Ameri
cans n1ay make to get possession of the_ 
country. The interests of the colonies, and 
of the mother country, are sometimes at 
variance, as in the present instance, and 
'vhen that is the case, I would without he
sitation, sacrifice the former to the latter, 
and frame treaties accordingly. 

1 should think that it \vould be tnuch 
better that all m('rcantile regulations in 
treaties, should have a lirnited du ration; 
the situation and circun1stances of nations 
undergo great change, and it seen1s proper 
th at the 1nercantile regulations in their 
treaties should be capable of receiving 
such changes as circu1nstances may she'v 
b be necessary. 
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If experience demoristrates that treaties 
are founded on principles of justice and of 
reciprocal advantage, they can easily be 
continued from time to time; but if they 
should not be foundcd in justice: and are 
'vithout reciprocity (such as the third ar
ticle of the treaty of 1794), and yet be de
clared permanent, the good faith and ho
nour of the nation aggrieved, may induce 
them to adhere to the treaty; but it ·will be 
with a bad grace, and create bad blood, they 
'viii be glad to embrace any opportunity 
of coming to a rupture, in order to bring 
about a ne\V treaty. This 'vould be avoid
ed if there were a limitation to the opera
tion of the oppressive articles; they would 
be endured with patience, until the time 
hould arrive when a ne\v arrangement 

could be 1nade. 
Although the fir8t ten articles of the 

'-

American treaty are declared pennanent, 
it does not follo,v, that, like the laws of the 
1\tledes and Per sians, they are unchange
able: the act con tains several articles, 
'vhich, in their nature, 'vere not permanent, 
hence it became necessary to use sorne ap
pellation for those articles 'vhich had an 
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unlimited duration, and the tern1 pe1·1na· 
nent was adopted, not probably n1eaning 
that they should never be touched, but 
1nerely to distinguish then1 fron1 the others: 
they were to be permanent till changed by 
mutual consent. 

Our North A1nerican colonists look 
hornewards just now with all that anxiety 
\vhich 1nen naturally she,v, when their best 
interests are und er discussion; the An1eri«> 
cans are able negociators, and their local 
knowledge of this country, and the great 
attention they pay to the most minute 
circumstances tending to their advantage 
in a cotnmercial point of view, require on 
the part of our minjstry, n1uch circumspec
tion, and all the aid they can get from 
men of commercial habits, ·who have 
studied the interests of the colonies on the 
spot, and 'vhose inferences are drawn from 
the evidence of facts. 
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LE1vrER XV. 

Québec, 180ï. 

II A vI NG gene at sorne length into the 

politlcal conncction betwecn Great Bri
tain arYl Aruerica, as far as relates to our 
transatlantic possessions, permit n1e to 
resun1e the consideration of the produc- ' 
tions and ex ports of Canada, to Britain · 
and else,vherc. · 

I t will be ohserved on examining the 
list of Canadian e.,rports, that they aJready 
consist of almost cvery necessary of ]ife; 
and, were the Canadians as active and in
dustrious as their neighbours in the United 
States, the atnount of exports 'vould very 
rapidly and great] y increase; as it is, they 
'vill gradual1y increase as population in
creuses. 

vVheat is the n1ost considerable article 
of exportation frotn Canada; upwards of 
one million bushels have been exported in 
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one year; not half that quantity however 
'vas exportcd on an average of five years 

ending in 1805. 
Canada whcat is of an excellent qua-

lity: it is thought su peri or to the Bal tic 
'vheat, being harder, and yielding more 
flour in proportion to the quantity. The 
bushel usually 'veighs 60lbs. and u P'vards. 
It is v,rhat is called spring ,v beat; the 
seed is put into the ground in May, and the 
harvest is finished in the beginning of Sep-
tember. -

The farmers are very negligent in pre
venting the gro,vth of 'veeds, so that the 
wheat wh en threshed is yery foul; it is in 
general purchased fro1n the fanners, by 
the country shopkecpers, who are usually 
corn dealers, and tLat too frotn necessity, 
as it is freqnently the only 'vay by 'vhich 
they can be rcin1bursed for the goods they 
have sold duriug the year. These shop
kecptrs, and corn dealers are applied to by 
the 1nerchants in Quebec and Montreal 

whcn grain is wanted. 
, ,,. hcat is sold by a French measure 

called a minot, \V hi ch is to the 'Vïnchester 
bush el as 108,765 is to 100,000, b~in~ 
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-somewhat In ore than 8{- per cwt. larger than 
the Winchester bushel. 

Wheat is gcnerally purchased by the 
1nerchant from the country shopkeeper in 
the months of February, ~larch, and April. 
It is brought to Quebec and Nlontreal as 
&>on as the ice breaks u p, and the naviga
tion opens in the ri ver St. La \\Tence. Frorn 
its being s > very f()ul, it 1s , elddnl or ncver 
in a proper condition to be shippe l, until 
it is cleaned. l'or that purpose it under
goes the operation ot beü g once or twice 
put through 'vhat is cal ed the cribbles, 
the ex pence ot \V bi ch, as weB as the ex
pence of bringing it frotn tLe place of its 
growth, is paid by the n1crchant exporter. 
It is brought by the river in srnall vessels, 
on 'vhich no assurance is ever effected, al
though there is considerable risk of loss, or 
at least of damage: this risk the n1erchant 
takes upon hin1self. When the grain is 
shipped, an account is made of ali ex
pences, and a consideration added for risk 
of river craft: all of \vhich, 'vith first cost, 
fixes the priee on board. A cornn1ission of 
!) pcr cent. is charged for ihi pping, and 
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the an1ount is dra,vn for imn1ediately, in 

bills at sixty days sight. 
The priucipal obj_ection to the in1porta

tion of Canada wheat into England, is the 
priee: 6s. 6d. 'vas the average priee for five 
years, ending 1805, and it is frequently 
slri pped as high as 7 s. 6d. per bush el. 

Even at that priee, it generally pays very 

'vell in Spain and Portugal. ln the 'vest 
of Scotland, particularly at Greenock, it 

br1ngs general1y a better priee than in the 
London market~ and sells there even higber 
than Eng1ish wheat. In that part of the 
country, the scasons are so wet and back
'vard, that the wheat seldom cornes to rna
turity, at ]east it does not acquire a suffi
cient degree of hardness to grind 'vell, and 
hecotne good and US( ful flour. The Ca
nada 'vheat, being retnarkably hard and 
dry, is n1ixed with it. lt then grinds 'vell, 

and the flour is fit for the bakenouse. 
Freight to Britain is usually about 2s. per 

bushel. 
I t seldom _happens that the nu rn ber of 

bus bels shJ pped at Que bec holds out at the 

port of delivery, w hi ch anses from the 
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manner of tneasuring in Canada. A half 

bushel is used in general; and they are 

extretnely dexterous in measuring. rrhe 

grain is put in and out of the bushcl so 

quickly, that it has not time to feel its 
own 'vcight, as it 'vere, and settle do·wn. 
I knew ... an instance of a man having mea

sured, and put into the sacks in w·hich it 

was carried on board, 6400 half bushels in 

the space of eleven hours and a half, which 
is near tcn titnes in a 'minnte. 

r-rhe next articles of consequence in the 

list of exports, are flour and biscuit. The 
average atnount of flour for fi,·e ycars, end

ing 1 H05, \Vas 19,822 barrels at 4'2s. 6d. 
pcr barrel, 42,123/. 17s. 6d. 'The flour 

cxported from the ri\ ... Cf St. Lawrence con1es 

principaiiy frorn Upper Canada, whcre the 

'vheat is of a superior q uality to that of 

Lo,ver Canada, and yields very fine ~our. 

r-rhey have many inducements for sending 

flour rather thau ·wheat. lt bas a long in

land navigation on the lakes, and do,vn 

the St. Lawrence to Montreal and Quebec. 

It is brought down in bateaux (flat-bot
tolned boats), of from four to five tons bur

then, n~vigated ':ith oars, poles, and ~ails ; . 
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and in sco,vs. Fron1 the length of' the in
land navigation it becomes an object of 
irnportance to cotnpn.ss the bulk, and con
centrate the value of the article, in order 
to save freight; and besicles, 'vhen flour is 
'vell packed, it is not so subject to receive 
damage as wheat wou1d be: it resists the 
water better. The country, too, is bene
:fited by the 'vages of labour in nlanufac
turing the article, and consequently aug
menting its value. It gives en1ployrnent 
to a number of people in the grinding, 
making casks, &c. A public inspector at 
J\1ontreal and at Quebec examines aH 
flour previous to its being shipped, to see 
that it is of a proper merchantable quality .. 

A scow is a vesse! 1vith four sides, an 
oblong square, in length forty to fifty feet, 
in bread th thirty to forty ~ and from four to 
five feet deep, :tiat-bottomed. 'rhe s1des 
are not perpendicular; they are inclined 
outwards, for the purpose of carrying a 
greater 1veight. 

1 he scows are built on the lakes in U p
per Canada. A large one 'viH carry 500 
barrels of flour, and costs about 501. 'l,hey 
are built for the fanners, for tlle purpose 
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of transporting to J\Iontrcal flour, potash, 
&c. and are navigated hy long oars or 
sweeps, and poles. They have a n1ast and 
sail, too, which they can use in the lakes 
'vhen the 'vi nd is favourable: on these oc
casions they stecr with an oar; and they 
have anchors and cablcs to come to \Vith 
in the lakes, when the wind blows strong 
against them. They are n1ade of pine, 
planked, and calked outside, like a ship, 
but have no deck. vVhen they have dis
charged their cargo they are of no further 
use, except for breaking up for don1estic 
purposcs, and they arc sold generally for a 
very fe,v dollars. 

The advantage to the country is carried 
still further 'vhen the flour is tnanufactur
ed into biscuit, and exported in that shape. 
There 'vas exported from Canada, on an 
average of five years, 21,777 hundred 
'veight at 25s.-27 /~21l. 5s. ,-fhe Canada 
biscuit is of an excellent quality, and ge
nera11y much cheaper than the British bis
cuit. Considerable supplies of it are sent 
to N ewfound land and to Ilalifax, for the 
use of our navy, and other shipping in that 
quarter. 
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rrhe other species of grain, such as 
pease, barley, oats, and Indian corn, are 
produced in considerable quant!tics; but 
the surplus producc is not sufficicnt to 
rend er then1 of iln portance as abjects of 
foreign tracle. 

It is only within thesc very fe,v years 
that barley has been kno,vn in this coun.: 
try. Jt 'vas introduccd hy a gentlcn1an 
·who erccted a distillery near Quebec. He 
~n1portcd the sced frotn England, and after 
much pains taken to overco1ne the anti
pathy 'vhich the Canadian habitant has 
to experiments, he succeeded in prevailing 
upon them to give it a triaL He gave 
them the seed gratis, and bound hin1sclf to 
pa y the1n a certain sun1 for each acre they 
should so,v, \vhatever the produce rnight be. 
In this 'vay he overcame their prejudices ; 
and barley is no\v very con1mon in ali parts 
of the country. 

The ba}\ley of Canada makcs very good 
malt; and several breweries have been 
er~cted for n1aking ale, of 'vhich enough is 
now made to supply the demands of the 
country, besicles considerable quantities 
exp0 rted to the West In dies, &c. 
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Tl~e Canadian soil and climate are 
riendly to the gro·wth of lwps, of 'vhich 

enough is raised to supply the wants of 
the bre\vers. 'fhcy gro\v very luxur.iantly, 
and the flo,vers are very large ; larger in
deed than I ever remember to have seen in 
Kent. 'rhey are likely to become an ar
ticle of consequence foT exportation. Small 
quantities have already been sent to Eng
land. 

Go,Ternment hare lately taken much 
pains to introduce the cultivation of henzp 
into Canada. The soil and climate are very 
'vell calculated for it; and son1e attempts 
that have been tnade, have con1pletely suc
ceeded. Governn1ent have lately sent out 
agents, 'vho have bad lands assigned to 
them for the cu]tivation of hen1p, and for 
the purpose of she,ving the people ho\v to 
cultivate it; as exan1ple in aid of precept 
is 1nost likc1y to be efficient. They have 
great hopes of being able to succeed in 
their endeavours to any cxtcnt that 1nay be 
·wanted. Tüne, of course, is necessary; for 
it is no easy matter to inducc a poor igno ... 
rant fanner to en1bark in a species of agri
culture 'vith which he is unac(l uainted : he 
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naturally prefers certainty to hope; he 
kno,vs he can both raise and sell wheat. 
Ho,vever, as government have agreed to 
pay the fanner a priee certaiTt per ton, and 
as this priee is tnore than ·what he would 
receive for the 'vheat produced on the land 
that produced the hemp, it is probable the 
quantity raised in the country in general, 

will increase very fast. 
There is one thing that it is imagined 

will retard the business, which is, that ac
cording to the existing laws hemp pays no. 
tythes to the clergy, 'vho have great influ
ence with their parishioners, and who, it is 
feared, may use that influence in counter
acting the views of government. It would 
perhaps be a proper thing to make hemp 
a tytheable article, and thereby give the 
clergy an interest in promoting its cultiva
tian equal to what they have in other 
things which the farrner produces. Wheat 
and all other grain pays one-twenty-sixth 

part in lieu of tythes. 
It certainly is an object of great import• 

ance to Britain to dra'v from this country 
a constant supply of hen1p. This "'ou1d 
mak her more independent of Russia, 
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from whose despotic, capricious govern ... 
ment our trade is subject to great risks 
and lasses, and even to a total stoppage. 
The importation of hemp from Russia bas 
annua11y an1ounted to no less than 30,000 
tons for the general consumption of the 
country, and for the use of the royal navy. 

No part of the productions of Canada 
is likely to become of more in1portance to 
Britain than the produce of the forests, 
which consists of an abundance of differ
ent kinds of 'vood, fit for the purpose's of 
the dockyard, as 'vell as for the use ~f 
the bouse carpenter, and cabinet-maker. 
The dock-yard can be supplied 'vith masts 
of the Iargest size. Sorne have been 
brought clown to Quebec, 120 feet in 
length, and about four feet in diameter. 
It is the white pine 'vhich arrives at this 
Ïlnmense size, and may be stiled the mo
narch of the Canadian forest. 

There is a great varietyof fine oak timber. 
The U pperCanada oak is considcred next to 
the British in quality, and superior to what 
con1es from the Bal tic. 1 t is of a n1ore open 
grain thau the British oak, is softer, and 
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consequently docs not last so long. Therc 
isno crooked oak tin1ber in Canada, which 
is a disadvantage in ship-building, as there 
is a want of the tirnber necessary for 
knces. I cannot 'vell infonn you 'vhy 
there i_s no erooked oak in Canada. Per
llaps it arises fron1 the trees growing so 
close to each othcr in the for"st, that they 
ha,·e not roo1n to spread out their branches 

like the l3ritish oak; or perhaps the soi! 
being very n1oist and rich, constantly co
vered 'vith yeo table 1natter, the gro,vth is 

too rapid to a ruit f all th se twistings 
ar l "1 b · w li l en ~ 1 '- t ual to the 

riti.::h ~.k. 

1 .. 
} l L 

cau f~ c 
c, · c.: ok d tiin e r 111 ::- i 1 i 1 

~ n e rn ca sur ubs · t ti on f pi ne 

roct:, '·hicl, the carpenters .. ay, ansV~·er 

perfect:y \·e1l, at d are to be had in abund-

ance. 
The le ~gth and straightne~ 9f the Ca-

nad: .. oak fits it for p1anking for ships, and 
for eyery other p upose for 'vl ~ch oa 7 
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plank may be 'vanted. Staves for casks of 
ail sorts are made to great advantage fro1n 
the Canada oak. 

Of the various kinds of 'vood fit for the 
purposes of the cabinet-maker and car
penter, 'vith 'vhich the forests of Canada 
abound, I may mention maple, elm, ash, 
birch, hiccory, cherry-tree, and red cedar: 
of sorne of these there are different species. 
The curled n1aple and bird's-eye maple 
1nake bcautiful furniture. The cherry-tree 
also is highly esteemed; the others are very 
useful for domestic purposes, and making 
implen1ents of hus bandry, &c. 

No part of the Canada lumber is likely 
to become of more value than Staves, and 
the quantity might be increased to almost 
any extent, 'vere the population of Canada 
n1ore considerable. Staves, even at pre
sent, form a leading article of exportation. 
They are becoming daily better known, 
and better liked in Britain, as 'vell as in 

1 

the wine countries, particularly in Portugal 
and Madeira. 

Staves are sold at so rouch per long 
thousand of 1200 standard slaves. The 
standard stave is 5~ feet long, and 1~ inch 

r 
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thick, and about 5 inches broad. The 
priee in cre ases one-fifth for every half inch 
increase in the thickness. Staves one inch 
thick are charged two-thirds of the priee of 
standard. Staves 4-} feet long, are reckon
ed three for two standard. 3~ and 2-i feet 
long, are reckonéd two for one. The 2-; are 
reckoned the same as s-;-, because they 
are generally broa?er, being for heading. 

The Canada staves are generally ship
ped in the rough. They are split, not 
sa wed ; and of course, are '\v hat is called 
feathered, that is, thicker at one side than 
at the other; but they are a1ways measured 
at the thinnest side. 

A ful1, well-built vessel ought to take 
1200 staves for every ten tons register. 
1\nd it is generally found that 1200 stand
ard sta v es, 'v hen carefull y and closel y 
packed, take about 15 tons measurement. 

Freight is generally from 45l. to 47l. per 

1200. 
Staves of any din1ensions 1nay be got 

hy giving preYious notice. Contracts may 
be entered into 'vith those 'vho prepare 
them, and 'vho 'vill eut then1 to any given 
stze. Sorne have lately been shipped, 5 
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inches thick; and it is probable that staves 
of that thickness will ans,ver extremely 
well ·wherever labour is cheaper than in 
Canada, or where ingenuity or machinery 
can abridge the labour of splitting or sa,v
ing. The average ~priee on board bas been 
considered about SSl. per 1200 standard. 

An act of the provincial parlian1ent has 
lately been passed for the proper regulation 
of the 1 um bertrade of Canada. M uch be
nefit js expected to arise fro1n this la"'' as 
none but proper rnerchantable 'vood 'vill 
be allowed to be exported as merchant
able, and it will have an appropriate mark 
to distinguish it from 'vhat is not mer
chantable. \ 

Ali the tin1ber shipped at Quebec is 
floated clown the river in 'vhat is termed 
rafts : a raft is the general name; but they 
vary greatly in their construction, accord
ing to the kind of 'vood of which they are 
corn posed. The large masts are laid close 
to each other, and have pieces of oak fast
ened to them, in order to keep them toge .. 
ther, which is not an easy matter in sorne 
of the rapids. 

'fhe rafts of oak tiinber and staves are 
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of a ditTerent fo1·rn. A great nun1ber of 
large pieces of pine are strongly fastened 
together with wooden pins, making a kiru:l 
of frame in the forn1 of a gridiron. To this 
fran1e the pieces of oak are fastened, and 
thereby buoyed np; for they at·e so heavy, 
they would not float of them selves. These 
floats or rafts are s.o 'vell put together, that 
they resist the strong concussions in com
ing clown the rapids; and it is retnarkable 
there is not a piece of iron about them: 
thcir only fastenings are \vooden pins, and 
the twigs and young shoots of trees, of a 
tough and pliable nature.- The cables even, 
lrhich they use as a fastening to prevent 
their being carried up the river by the flow
ing tide, are ùothing but young shoots of 
trees ( chiefly hiccory, I believe), fastened 
and twisted together. By these floats not 
only the oak, both squared and in plank, 
is brought clown, but also staves: and they 
are of vast dimensions. They are managed 
and directed by the force of large oars or 
sweeps, from SO to 40 feet long, having 
their julc1'Um ne ar the eclge of the raft. 'fhe 
ro,vers are stationed at the proper distance 
to give effect to their exertions on the lever; 
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-and, it must beallowedf'" a great power is 
'vanted to give a direction to such an un
wieldy mass. Fifteen to hventy people are 
employed on son1e of them : a house is 
erected on them, in 'which the people sleep 
and eat; for they have cooking utensils, a 
fire-place, and beds,-such as they are. 
After the w·ood is sold, the float and bouse 
are also disposcd of; and, like the scow, ge
nera li y for very little n1oney. 

Sorne very handsome sh1ps are annually 
built at Quebec and ~Iontreal : they are 
contractcd for by the carpentcrs at about 
101. currency per ton, exclusiYe of sails and 
rigging, 'vhich are itnported fron1 Britain, 
as well as every article of copper that n1ay 
be necessary. ~Iost of the iroo. work 1nay 
be found of Canada tnanufacture. This 
business is of irnmense ad van tage to Que
bec and ~Ion treal, as it gi\~es employment, 
summer and u~inter, to a great 1nany car
penters, and other tradesn1cn and labour
ers. There is not a less sun1 than 20,0001. 
annually circu1atcd in Quebec and ~fon
treal in the business of ship-btnlding; and 
as it is a winter as ·well as a summer en1 ... 
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ployment, they have a resource in it when 
ali others fail them. 

Pot tind pearl ashes arc shipped at Que
bec and Montreal to a considerable extent, 
as will a ppear by a reference to the list of 
cxports : but it is an article for 'vhich Ca
nada is indebted aln1ost entirely to Atne
rica. rrhe ashes are usually made by the 
Americans, and brought to Montreal, where 
the re is a public \varehouse for their recep
tion, and \Vhere the quality is ascertained 
by an officer appointed for that purpose.
They are afterwards sold, and either ship
ped at Montreal, or sent do,vn in river 
craft to Quebec, where they are put on 
board for England. Such as con1e to Que
bec, \vithout going to Montreal, are exa
mined by the public inspector at Quebec, 
and th~_ir quality ascertained. 

Although the most considerable quan
tity of the pot and pearl ashes cotnes from · 
the V nited States, yet the 'vhole does not 
con1e frorn thence. The Canadians make 
a srnaU quantity for exportation. It is a 
custom an1ongst the people in Canada, to 
preserve the ashes of. the wood burnt in 
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their stoves : part they make use of thenl
selves in the manufacture of the soap ne
cessary for their o'vn families (ahuost 
every farnily in Canada 1nakes the soap 
used in their O\Vn bouses) : the remainder 
they sell to potash manufacturers, vvho col
lect it through the country, and pay in ge
neral about tenpence per bushel. 

It is a pity the Canadians do not turn 
their attention to the manufacturing ofpot
ash; there is no 'vant of wood, nor indeed 
of any thing but industry and exertion on 
their part; for there can be no doubt that 
thcir time is not fully occupied in the ma
nagement of their farms ; and \vere they 
more industrious, it w·ould makc np in son1e 
measure for the want of population. 

The best ashes are n1ade fro1n beech, 
eln1,and sorne other hard woods. None of 
the pine genus, nor any of the soft 'voods, 
answer the purpose. 

The process of making potash is very 
implc: the 'vood ashes arc collected as 

free fron1 extraneous matter as possible: 
they are put into 'vooden pots of a consi
derable size, 'vith srnall apertures in the bot
tom: the ashes are saturated with water, 
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\vhich filters through these apertures, car• 
rying 'vith it the salts of the ashes, 1\tiore 
\Vater is added, until the ashes are entirely 
deprived of their salts.-The watcr no'v 
holds in solution a very strong vegetable 
alkali : by boiling it in large kettles, the 
·water is evaporatccl, and the salts remain : 
they now receive the appellation of potash. 
The potash is so1netimes calcined to deprive 
it of all extraneous colouring matter: it be
cornes extreme1y white, and is denominated 
pearl-ash. 

Potash sells in Canada usually for from 
401. to 501. per tQn. The pearl-ash is, in 
general, somewhat higher. 

The fisheries of the St. La,vrence have 
never been followed up with spirit : an es .. 
tablishn1ent bas been forn1ed on the La
brador shore, fron1 'vhence considerable ' 
quant~ties of saln1on, cod-fish, rnackare], 
and shad, are annually brought to Que bec, 
and either used in the country, or re-ship
ped for the 'V est In dies. A species of ber
ring, and a fish about the size of a salmon, 
called bass, are caught, salted, and sent 
to the 'V est India market, in considerable 
quantities, 
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A sea l and porpoise fis hery has be en 
carried on in several parts of the St. Law
rence, and 'vas forn1erly very productive 
both in skins and oil; at present little ad
vantage is derived from it. r hese al ücles 
are like\vise brought from the ~~ing' s po ts. 

'rhe fur trade of Canada, in point of 
value, and of importance to Great Britain, 
is nearly equal to a1 y other branch of the 
Canada trade. he duty paid in England 
on furs and skins, in1ported fro1n Canada, 
amounted per annun1 on an average of four 
years, ending 1806, to 22,0551. The lum
ber trade is of more real value to Britain, 
bccause timber is of Inorc real use in so
ciety. 'fhe corn trade is, perhaps, more va .. 
luable to the Canadians than the flir trade; 
but the trade in furs enlploys a great num
ber of people, and a large capital. 

The ]{orth-west Company, who have 
entirely monopolized to thc1nselves the fur 
trade, are a self-creatcd cotnpany, not ac
knowledged by government, but who have 
united their capital and exertions for 
thcir mu tuai benefit. , As they have at pre
sent no competitors in the north-west tcr
ritory, they have the trade in their own 

power 1n a ~rcat rneasure t but they are 
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obliged to paya considerable priee for the 
skins, because the Indians haye been so 
long accustomed to the trade, that they 
have long ago learned that a beaver skin is 
worth more than a t\vo-penny knife, or a 
sixpenny trinket. 

The business in the north-,vest terri tory 
is managed by young men etnployed by the 
company; who go into the Indian country, 
and establish trading posts in different q uar
ters, sorne of then1 an immense distance 
beyond Lake Superior ;-so far, that it re
q uires more th an one sumn1er to se nd the 
goods to them, and get returns. These 
young n1en rernain in these distant regions 
for several years, subject to many hard
ships and privations: they live ahnost en
tirely on the produce of their hunting; 
they never see, for years together, either 
bread or salt: and, 'v hat is rather surpris
ing, although anitnal food is their on] y re
source, they enjoy very good health. It is 
a very solitary n1ode of living; for there are 
not n1orethan hvo or tluee Englishn1en at 
the sa me post. They have under their con1-
n1and several Canadians, 'v ho act as canoe
men, hunters, &c. 

rrhese pursuits, t le collecting the fur~ 
' 
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~na bringing them down to Montreal, seetn 
con genial to the comilzon Canadian; he ap
pears better pleased to be employed in 
hunting and fi.shing, 'vith all their attendant 
dangers, than to earn his bread q uietly by 
cultivating the soil. ~!any of these voya

geurs save their 'vages, return to their o'v~ 
parish, and employ themsclves in clearing 
and cultivating the land; n1any of then1, 
too, it must be allo,ved, acqnire habits of 
dissipation, ·which they never after,vards 
are able to correct. 

Another fur company has la tel y been 
established under the title of the South-west 
Company; from the furs in which they trade 
being brought frotn the south-west parts of 
,America, in the neighbourhood of the 1\tlis
sissippi, Missouri, and Ohio. rrhis trade 
had been carried on by a variety of indi
viduals, 'vho, by interfering in cach other's 
concerns, did themselves a great deal of 
harm, which is now avoided by their be~ 
ing united. They are somcti1ues called the 
Michilimackinack Company, because they 
J1ave an establishment in that quarte~. 

The profit in the fur trade ought to 
be very great, for the capital e1nplùyed is 
~ long time in returning. The goods to be 
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b ~ tered 'vith the Indians are shi ed fr rn 
England in the spring, and arrive · C -
nada in the course of the summer. They 
are shipped at twelve months' credit. ,-fLese 
goods are sorted during the sumn1er and 
'vinter, and sent up the country the follow
ing spring; and it is perhaps six n1onths 
before they get to their destination ; soJne

times, it is rnore thau twelve n1onths, 'vhen 
the posts are at a great distance; they are 
bartered for furs, 'vhich take as long a 
time to con1e to ~fon treal; and by the 
ti1ne the furs get to London and are sold, 
anù in cash, three years at least have elaps
ed. So that the profits ought to be at 
]cast triple the profits of a trade 'vhere 

" the capital is turned once a year. 
Besicles the furs shipped for the British 

n1arket, the United States have been in 
the habit of taking off large quantities of 
furs from ~Ion treal, as 'vill appear fi~om the 
]ist of exports to .A.merica. These pur
chases forn1 the principal counterpoise to 
the large in1portations fron1 the States. 

An atternpt has la tel y been made to esta
blish a fur co1npany in N e\v York, to trade 
to the south-west; whether they will succeed 
Or not, time only CaU sbC\V. rrhose 'vho 
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know the trade for sorne time past, think , 
that it müst be a losing concern to any 
man, or body of men 'vho may undertake 
it; reason1ng on the principle, that if the 
Makinack con1pany (who do the business 
on theleastexpence possible), 'vith difficulty 
get a living profit by it, 'vhat must be the 
situation of a Charter Company, acting by 
governors, managers, and agents, 'vho al
ways do their business at a grea ter ex pence 
than individuals; and 'vhose exertions, in 
general, are only comn1ensurate to their 
interest in the concern. It is a tnatter that 
I cannot detennine; but, I clare say the sa-

, vages, the catch ers of 'vild beasts, 'vill, in the 
course of a very fe,v years, settle thepoin t. 

A variety of articles for domestic pur
poses, 'vhich used forn1erly to be imported 
from Britain, are no'v manufactured in this 
country. 

Of the manufactures of Canada, the 
iron forges take the lead. There are 
t\vo 'vorks of this kind in the province; 
one near Three Rive1·s, called the forges of 
St. l\1aurice; the other at Batiscœ1n, near 
St. Ann's, on the road from Quebec to 
Montreal. The forges of St. Maurice 'vere 
established by the :French king many years 
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~go, and his Britannic n1ajesty at the con
quest succeeded to his rights. The vvorks 
are let on lease to a mercantile bouse in 
Quebec, 'vho carry on the business with 

spirit and success. 
The chief articles manufactured at these 

forges, are stoves, bar-iron, and cooking 
utensils. Besicles what is necessary for the 
use of Canada, there is a considerable ex
portation of ca~t-iron articles, particularly 

of stoves. 
Former1y almost ali the candles arid 

soap used in Canada were im ported ; at 
present, enough is made for the use of the 
country, and a considerable exportation 

besicles. 
There wa.s a regular importation of hats 

formerly; at present, ho,vever, they are 
made here in sufficient quantity for the use 
of the country. But there is still a con
siderable importation of hat-bodies, 'vhich 
are put into for rn and finished here. I t 
n1ight be thought that as the beaver fur 
goes frQm Canada, it 'vould be cheaper 
here than in England; but this i not the 
case. Indeed, furs of aU sorts can be pur .. 
chased in London at a cheaper 'rate, and 
of a very superior appearancc to any tbat 
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can be got in Canada. The English fur• 
rier knows his trade better, and the extent 
of his transactions enables him to take a 
smaller profit than the Canadian. 

Leather has hitherto been, and indeed 
continues to be imported in large quanti
tics, principally from the United States. 
But this probably will not long be the case, 
because tan works are becoming m<>re corn
filOn, and, at Que bec, are on a pretty large 
sc ale. 

Canada bas long been famous for the 
tnanufacture of snuff. The use of tobacco 
in different shapes is very common. From 
the tin1e a Canadia.n habitant awakens in 
the morning, till he goes to bed at night, 
the tobacco pipe is seldom out of his 
mouth. The men smoke so much that 
they have not time to take snuff; but the 
snuff-n1aker is amply compensated by the 
ladies, 'v ho, of aU ranks and of ali ages, are 
great] y addicted to snuff taking ;-and a 
filthy custom it is. It most assuredly assists 
their stoves and dry 1vinter atmosphere, in 
giving the1n a withered appearance, and 
premature marks of age. 

A species of sugar is made in Canada 
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from the tnaple tree, ,vhich is extremely 
good, when purified. The 1nethod of mak

ing it is this:-
In the months of lVIa~·ch and April, 

when the sap begins to rise, an incision 
is made in the tree about three feet 
from the ground, and the sap soon be
gins to run out. It is received into a 
vessel placed for the purpose; a piece of 
wood is stuc k into the incision which con
ducts the sap into the vessel, and it is car
ried to the boil er. Thosè who wish to 
make sugar, go into the 'voods, andencamp 
among maple-trees. They carry boilers, 
and other necessary apparatus ·with them; 
and they ren1ain in the 'voods for severa! 
days, till the ,vhole process is finished.
The quantity of maple-sugar made in Ca .. 
nada is equal to two-thirds of the 'vhole 
consun1ption of the country. Fro1n the 
nun1ber of maple-trees with 'vhich the 
woods abound, one might imagine that 
enough might be made to render it an ar
ticle ~f trade and exportation. But they 
are deterred from it by the general abund
ance of VV est India sugar, 'v hi ch can be 
purchascd nearly as cheap as maple-sugar, 
being often at five pence per pound ; 'vhile· 
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this is the case, the J am a ica su gat \vill al• 
ways have the preference. 

Before closing this account of the trade 
of Canada, I 1nust mention a district of it, 
called the lnj'erior district of Gaspé. It is 
situated to the southward of the river St. 
Lawrence, from Cape Chat downwards, 
and comprehends a considerable extent of 
country on the west coast of the Gulf 
of St. Lawrence, in which are found two 
deep hays, viz. Gaspé Bay, and Chaleur 
Bay. 

The district of Gaspl bas tl. governor 
appointed by the king, and there is an in
ferior court of King's Bench for the de
cision of such civil suits as do not ex 
ceed 201. and to take cognizance of cri
minai matters that are not capital. 

At present the population, if you teck on 
resident settlers only, is not more than 
S,5006 In the summer titne a great many 
more are attracted for the purpose of carrya 
ing on the fishery, which is clone in ail its 

' different stages. 
The bays and coasts of Gaspé abound 

·with codfish, salmon, and many other 
sorts of fish, There are severa} fishing sta
tions along the coast; th ose of most im-

~ 
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portance are ~t Percé and Chaleur bay. 
The trade employs annually about a dozen 
square rigged vehsels, besicles a great many 
sniall craft. Fish, to the value of 60,0001. 
a year, including what is sent to Quebec 
to be re-shipped for the West ln dies, and 
else,vhere, or used in the country, are cu red 
and sent to a market. rrhe greatest part, 
however, is sent direct from Gaspé to the 
West ludies or Mediterranean. 

So much for the production and ex-
ports of Canada; and I wish I could, in 
addition, give you a correct idea of the 
character of the mercantile men of this coun
try. I will venture to make a f'e,v ob
servations. They are very industrious, 
and by no n1eans extravagant in their ex
pences and style of living ; and y et, I will 
venture to say, that there is no place on 
either side of the Atlantic where there have 
been so 1nany bankrupt estates. It is a sur
prising circu1nstance, and no less true than 
surprising, that of the great variety of mer
cantile bouses ,vhich have been established 
here during the last forty years, not above 
five in a hundred of them have paid their 
debts. l have seen a list of the 'vhole, and 
the manner in which they made their exit; 
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else, really, I could not have believed it 
possible. These houses have been almost 
who1ly B,ritish. V er y few of the Canadians 
have ever engaged in foreign comtnerce, 
and those 'vho have tried it, have generally 
failed in the atten1 pt. 

I have en dea vou red to disco ver the 
causes of the great number of failures in 
this country; to en able one to do so, it is 
necessary to look back a little, to the events 
which have occurred. 

\Vhen \Ve acquired the country, the po
pulation was trifling; and from the previ
ous derangements in the French treasury, 
the people were very poor. 'rhe mercan
tile adventurers from England, who came 
to the country, were strangers to the peo
ple, and to the kind of goods which suited 
them; of course, they sold their goods to 
great disadvantage. They persevered for 
a year or two, but bank ru ptcy very fre
q uent]y ensued. Wh en they began to be 
a little acq uainted with the sort of goods 
that were wanted, and the people that 
might be trusted, and ·when the general 
state of the country bad been considerably 
ameliorated, the American war broke out: 
it threw evSJy thing back, and put a stop in 
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a great measure to business; the goods tb at 
'vere imported, from the high rate of freight 
and insurance, came to an immense priee ; 
and when peace took place, there were 
many sufferers. Another calan1ity befel 
the country, of rather an uncommon ki nd 
to produce bankruptcy, viz. a great facility 

in rnaking remittances. A public o.fjicer 

dre'v bills on governn1ent to a great amount 
from time to time, which he gave to the 
merchants on credit-they calculated on 
pa yin g for them w ben they collected the ir 
debts in the course of the winter; many of 
them never did pa y; but the 'vorst of it 'vas, 
that calculating on the facility of getting 
bills, they gave large orders, 'vhich were 
executed with promptitude, as the English 
merchant, having received remittance of go
vernment bills, supposed that what he had 
received were· bona fide bills, paid for; and 
that his correspondent was a man of pro
perty. As soon as the supply of govern
ment bills stopped, from a 'vant of punc
tuality in fulfilling engagements, remittan
ces failed, and bankruptcy ensued.1 

A great many bankruptcies may be 
traced up to these causes, which were 
however of a temporary nature, and are not 
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Iikely ev er to recur. There are other causes 
of bankruptcy ·which arise out of the nature 
of the country, and might have operated in 
aid of the preceding te rn porary causes. 
Perhaps, the long continuance of the 'vin ter 
lessens their power of doing business to the 
extent they ·would be able to do, ·were the 
navigation of the St. La·wrence open ali the 
year. Dnring six months of the year, from 
N ovember till May, no business is dune 
except by those engaged in the dry goods 
line, w·ho continue to supply the wants of 
the shopkeepers ; but these are not great, 
for the country people have laid in their 
\vinter stock before the navigation closes. 
An itnportant cause of bankruptcy, I should 
suppose, bas been the want of capital to 
begin with, aided sometimes by their not 
being acquainted with the laws and customs 
of the people, and aided also by the bad 
custom 'vhich has got into general use of 
giving Jong credits to the country shop
keepers. Credit is easily procured in Eng-
1and by the foreign merchant, but it is not 
procured for nothing. Interest is charged 
after a certain tirne, and runs on during 
win ter as weil as during summer. If long 
credits are given here to the shopkeepers, 



230 

and even when tnonies are due, if pay
ments are not punctually made, remit
tances must fail. lnterest accumulates in 
En gland; and in Canada considerable ex- . 
pen ces of housekeeping, &c. are un a void

ably incurred. If the profits do not meet 
these, or if the merchant has the misfortnne 
to make bad debts, the consequence is 

evident, bankruptcy must ensue. 
As the mercantile men in this country 

draw their resources from Britain, their 
real situation is not kno\vn except in Bri
tain. They are often in Canada in1agined 
to be men of fortune, when they are in fact 
on the verge of bankruptcy. By and by 
their drafts come back dishonored, and the 
hubble bursts; then fortunate is he who 

has had }east to do with them*. 

* To shew the encreased production and trade of Ca

nada, there is added in the appendix a statement of the 

exports and imports of last year, 1808.-It forms a cu

rions illustration of the efficiency of a brisk market, and 

high pricest 
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LETTER XVI. 
Quebec, !SOi. 

CANADA, and the other British colonies 
in North America, have of late acquired 
an additional degree of importance to the 
mother country, fro1n the existing differ-

' en ces with the United States; and assur-
edly neither our vV estlndia planters, nor our 
timber merchants, can trust to the States for 
supplies, as confidently as they have done 
heretofore; they must look elsewhere, and 
to no quarter so naturally as to our o'vn 

colonies. 
The obvious question for our considera-

tion is, can our 'Vestlndia planters, our tim
ber merchants, and our dock yards, get the 
necessary supplies from our North Ameri
can colonies ? or, to wh(;tt extent can they 

be su pp lied ? 
The West Indies require to be supplied 

with Dried codfish, 
Barrel or pickled fish, 
Salmon, herrings of different spe

cies, mackarel, and oil. 
Lumber, viz. squared timber, seant-
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ling, planks, and boards ; shing1es, 
clapboards, oak staves, and hoops. 

Biscuit and flour; lndian corn and 
meal; pork, beef, butter, cheese, 
potatoes, and anions. 

Live stock, horses, o~en, hogs, sheep, 
and poultry. 

Our timber merchants, and dockyards, 
req uire lumber of ali sorts ;-masts, yards, 
squared oak tirr1ber, plank, staves, pine
tin1ber, deals, he1np, &c~ L.,. pon reference 
to the list of ex ports fron1 Canada, it will 
appear that a supply of the "\vhole of the 
preceding articles can be procured, but 
probably not to the extent necessary, ex .. 
cept fish, which certainly can be got in any 
quantity in Nova Scotia and Ne'v Bruns .. 
·wick, if not in Canada, and in the Gulf and 
l'iv er St La wren ce. 

The fisheries of our American colonies 
have had little or no direct encouragement 
fron1 our government, though frequent re· 
presentations have been 1nade on the sub. 
je ct. I t has been recommended to govern
ment ta grant bounties, and to withhold 
frou1 the Americans a share in the carrying 
ta the vVe~St lndies, fish, lumber, &c. the 
produce of our colonie . It is a Cir• 
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cumstance well known, that great part of 
the fish which the Arnericans carry to the 
vV est In dies, is caught and cured in Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick, and sold to the 
merchants of Boston, wl,o, fron1 a.. variety 
of causes, can carry them to the West In .. 
dies, cheaper than our own colonists can. 
The Arnerican government have taken great 
pains to encourage this fish trade, by giv ... 
ing bountics, which operate strongly against 
the colonists : so much so, that they are in 
a great measure driven out of the trade.
Th1s tbey say \Vas not the case fonnerly, ' 
because, for nine years, viz. fron1 1785 to 
1794, while American ships 'vere exclurled 
from the West In dies, they 'vere so 'vell 
provided 'vith articles of the first necessity, 
that vessels from the northern colonies 
were frequently unable to find sale for their 
cargoesin our own islands, and were ob!iged 
to go to the foreign islands for a market.
Codfish at that time generally sold for less 
than five dollars per quintal, which proves 
its abundance, and consequently that the 
aUowing the Americans to import fish in 
An1erican ships \Vas not a rneasure of ne"!' 
cessity. It seems to be decidedly the 
opinion of the best informed people here, 
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that 'vith proper encouragement fron1 home, 
the West Indies could be amply supplied 
'vith all sorts of fish, at moderate priees, 
from Nova Scotia, New.. Bruns,vick, and 

Gaspé*. 
It is certain that the jishe1·ies of the 

United States, by the encouragement given 
to them by their government, increase to a 
great degree, although they labour under 
many disadvantages from the local situa-. 
tion of their country : 'vhile the British 
fishery, with the advantage of carrying on 
the fishing on their o'vn coasts, declines 
every year, for want, it is presumed, of 
adequate encouragement from the mother 
country, and fro1n the interference of the 
citizens of the United States, in a variety 

of shapes. 
I have in my possession a very impor

tant document, she,ving the amou nt of the 
provisions and lumber imported into our 
West India colonies, in the years 1804, 
1805, and 1806, and distinguishing the 
countries w bence imported. By corn par-

'* See appendix.-Memorial, and petition, of the mer
chants and other inhabitants of New Brunswick ; also, 

petition of the merchants and inhabitants of Halifax, 

No:va Scotia, and memorial referred to therein. 
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ing the amou nt of tbese importations with 
the whole produce of our North American 
colonies, 've shaH be able to judge how far 
these colonies are likely to supply the wants 
of our West In dia islands. 

The average importation of the West 
In dies, for the three years, en ding 1806, was 

as follows: 
CORN. 

United Kin gd oms 
British North American Colonies -

America 
Other countries -

M~king a total of 

BREAD, FLOUR, &c. 

United Kingdoms 
British American Colonies 

America -
Other countries -

Making a total of 

RICE. 

United Kingdoms 
British American Colonies 

America 

Making a total of 

Bushels. 
183,168f 

3,276-J. 
1106,189-j-

4,435-j-

597,069-J. 

Cwt. 
34,498-j-

2,789-f 

463,505-f 

7,667 

508,460 

Barrels. 

~3-J. 
18 

11,740 

ll,Sllj'-
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BEEF and PORK. 
United Kin gd oms 
British American Colonies 
America 
Other countries -

Making a total of 

FISH, dry. 
United Kin gd oms 
British American Colonies 

. America 

Makin g a total of 

FISH, dry. 
United Kingdoms 
British North American Colonies 
America 
Other countries -

Making a total gf 

FISH, pickled. 
United Kingdorns 
British Arnerican Colonies 
America 
Other countries • 

Making a total of 

Barrels. 
54,571-f 

1,642-} 

47,424} 

385-} 

104,013{--

Barrels. 
395 

337-f 
569 

1,303-j. 

Quintals. 

3,302-i 
101,692-j. 

138,484 

3,298-j-

246,778 

Barrels. 

51,69'ti 
27,467 

38,171-l-
990§. 

118,323-f 
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BUTIER. 
United Kingdoms 
British American Colonies 

America 
Other countries 

Making a total of 

CATTLE. 

United Kingdoms 
British North American Colonies 
America 
Other countrie5 

SHEEP and HOGS. 
United Kingdoms 
British American Colonies 
America 
Otber countries 

Firkins. 
49,81 4-j. 

210{-

8,041-j. 

80 

58,146-} 

Number. 
8 

3 

~4,175 

1,123 

.5,309 

Number. 

44 
3,488 

318 

3,850 

OAK and PINE BOARDS and TIMBER. Feet. 
British American Colonies 
America 
Other countries 

942,122 

38,354,312 

101,330 

39,397,764 
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SHINGLES. 

British American Colonies 
America 

Other countries 

STAVES. 
British American Colonies 

America 
Other countries 

-

Numbet·. 
332,925 

43,051,704 

13,333 

43,397,962 

Number. 
525,360 

17,602.,354 

267,500 

18,395,214 

* An attentive perusal of the preceding 
statements will she'v how· mu ch the West 
In dia islands are at present beholden to the 
United States for their supplies. In sorne 
articles, such as bread, flour, and rice, the 
States have a decided advantage: these are 
of a superior quality; besicles, their vici
nity lessens the expence of carriage. These 
articles might, no doubt, be carried in Bri
tish bottoms, instead of American; but 
they 'vill probably be always furnished 
cheaper fron1 the States than from our pro
vir ces, evE'n supposing the quantity could 
be procured. This may be the case in the 

"' cour~e of a few years, though, at present, 

· * For a more detailed account of the imports to the 

West lndies, see appendix. 
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it appears that there is more flour and bis
cuit consurn~d in the West In dies~ than the 
wlwle exportation from our North Arne
rican colonies. 

Beef and pork, though supplied at pre
sgnt by the United States, to the extent of 
near half the consun1ption of the West In
dies, n1ay certainly be supplied by Great 
Britain and her colonies, particularly in 
time of peace, when the great consurnption 
of the navy 'vill in sorne measure cease.
Besides, New Bruns,vick, Nova Scotia, 
and Canada, afford abundance of fine pas
ture, particularly sorne of the islands in the 
St. Lawrence, w-lüch abound with salt 
n1arshes, yiclding plenty of luxuriant grass 
and hay, such as the Isle au Grue, where 
there are salt marshes of many miles ex
tent, and 'vhere many thousand head of 
cattle might be fed ali the year round.
Even now, both summer and 'vin ter feeding 
is carried on there to a considerable extent. 

Although it appears that nearly one half 
of the fish used in the 'V est In dies is fur
ni shed by America, yet there can be no 
doubt that the 'vhole rnight be got from 
our own provinces, 'vere the An1ericans 
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prohibited fi·om going to the islands; and 
the colonist.s enabled, by bounties, to be 
their own carriers, instead of em ploying 
t he Americans, w·ho have besicles a bounty 
from their governn1ent of twenty shillings 
a ton on all vessels employed in the cod .. 

fishery . .. 
In the different articles, under the de

notnination of lumber, the Americans ap
pear to have a 1nost decided su periority; 
but, it n1ust be remarked, that part of their 
imports to the 'vV est In dies, is procured 
from New Brunswick, ·which already pro
duces u pwards of ten millions of feet an
nually. As every year is adding to the 
population of our provinces, thei r power of 
supplying lun1ber annually increases; for 
it is want of population, and not want of 
wood, that prevents our colonies fron1 sup
plying any quantity that might be re· 

qui red. 
'The VV est In dia planters and merchants 

may say, " lt is true 've may be supplied 
frotn our o'vn colonies, but not at so chea.p 
a rate as from America; our interest in
duces us to give them the preference." -It 
may be so; but it becomes a question, 
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'vhether the 1Iother Country is to listen to 
su ch a reason. There are, perha ps, inte
rests paramount to theirs 'vhich must be 
atteuded to ;-the great interests of the em
pire are to be takcn into consideration. 

The British North American colonists 
argue 'vith much plausibility in support 
of their claims to an excLusive suppl_y of 
the "\V est India islands. They grant that 
it is the intercst of the "\V est India plant
ers, and of the Americans, to have a free 
trade to the islands; but, they con tend 
th at the plan ters have no right to ex pect 
supplies from a neutral nation, merely 
because it affords the1n at a cheaper rat~ 
than the British colonies. If the .. A.nle
ricans should obtain by treaty an indulg
ence of a free trade, it 'vould great] y check 
the prospcrity of our northern provinces, 
and throw the whole of the trade into the 
bands of the Americans; so that the islands 
would depend on them entirely for sup
plies: and, if at any time hcreafter, differ
ences should take place between Britain 
and America, from "rh at quarter are the 
islands to obtain s pplies ? 'The diuti

nished trade and fishent:s of the colonie~ 
R 
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1nay de1nonstrate, ,vhen too latc, the fatal 
policy of thro,ving into the bands of jo-
1·eign~rs, a trade, which, 'vith due encou
ragernent, might have been aimost entirely 
confined to British subjects. 'fhe supplies 
required by the islands cannot greatly en
crease ;-and the northern colonies, fron1 
their great extent, and growing popula
tion, 'vill every year be more and tnore 
able to furnish every article that may be 

\vanted. 
This question bebveen the 'V est India 

p1ànters and our North American colo
nies, is the case of two children applying 

_ to an impartial 1nother for a preference in 
sorne particular request. She 'vill grant 

, that ·which best suits the general good of 
the fanüly, ho,vever hard or un just either 
party may think it. The interests of colo
uies ought ever to give way, when they in
terfere, or are at variance 'vith, the inte
Iests of the 1\-Iother Country. 
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LE'ITER X\rii. 

Quehec, 1808. 

T nE genial influence of a May sun bas 
broken the icy fetters 'vith 'vhich Canada 
has been so long bound up. The 'vinter is 
novr past-,ve begin to see the face of th.e 
earth, 'vhich we have looked for, in vain, 
these six n1onths. Y ou cannot conceive 
'vhat pleasure arises from discovering a 
piece of ground 'vhich the sno'v bas de
serted-the cye rests upon it with delight; 
our pleasurab]c sensations resemble those 
:we enjoy, ·when, after a long absence, 've 
meet a dear friend. 

A Canadian 'vin ter is tru] y a subject of 
curiosity to the natives of Britain, or of any 
of the southern countries of Europe. It 
presents a vie'v of nature perfectly ne,v, 
and a variety of phenomena so highly in
teresting, that they cannot fail tq arrest the 
attention of any oue at aJl conversant in · 
natural philosophy. 
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In Canada there cannot 'vell be said to 
be more than two seasons of the year, sunl
tner and ·winter. rrhe earth hath scarcely 
laid aside ber mantle of sno,v, ,vhen you 
begin to feel the force of summer heat; and 
although the weather in September is mild 
and pleasant, it partakes more of the sum
mer than of the autamn of tempera te cli
mates. The season of vegetation seems 
kindly prolonged, till surprized in a n1an

ner at once by the return of ,vin ter, with
out mu ch of 'v hat tnay be called autun1n 

'veather. 
Frost is felt in October, but the sun 

still retains enough of po,ver to make the 
weather, during the day, tolerably 'varm. 

During the month of November the 
frost bccon1es daily more severe, and snow 
begins to fall. Y our bouse is no'v put upon 
the win ter establishment; stoves are put 
u p in y our rooms, and in y our passages; 
the 'vindows are well secured and made 
tight; and y ou lay aside your su rn mer dress, 

and adopt flannels and furs. 
One sno'v storm no·w succceds another, 

till the 'vhole face of the country is co .. 
yered. 'fhe eyc in vain looks for a bit of 
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grou nd to rest u pon-the trees al one re
main visible-the chilling grasp of 'vin ter 
is every ·where felt, and every precaution is 
ta ken to resist i ts effects. 

There is son1cthing very awful and ter
rifie in a Canadian sno'v ~torm. A heav_y 
fall of sno'v is generally accoinpanied by a 
violent gale of 'vind, 'vhich driving along 
the sno'v 'vith Îlnmense velocity, and fornl
ing a thousand eddies and turnings, accord
ing to the inequalities of the surface, and 
resistance consequent thereon, y ou are able 
to form an idea of the velocity of the 'vind 
-it becomes, as it 'vere, visible. The most 
severe sno'v storms they experience in Ca
nada, come frotn the north-east, the frozen 
regions of Hudson's bay and Labrador. 

During summer the woods of Canada 
abound 'vith birds of a great variety of sorts 
and sizes-partridges, woodcocks, pigeons, 
and singing birds 'vithout number. The 
lakes and ri vers abou nd with aquatic birds, 
$UCh as ducks, gcese, snipes, &c. So1nc 
of these pass the 'vholc sun1mer in Canada; 
others, such as the pigeons, are only found 
at certain seasons, as they pass from the 
r;out 1ern o the more northcrly parts of the 
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An1erican continent, and vice versa. No 
sooner does the frost set in, than almost all 
the feathered tribes take the alarm, and 
leave the country; even the hardy cro1v is 
obliged to takc himself off. A species of 
partridge, ca lied the pi ne parlridge (from 
its living on certain parts of the pine tree, 
of 'v hi ch it tas tes very strongly ), alone re .. 
n1ains-but it is very rarcly seen. Fe1v 
quadrupeds are to be seen; sorne lzares arc 
found, but to see them is difficult, for they 
have changed their col our to as pure a 'v hi te 
as the sno'v in 'vhich they lie-a kind pre
caution in nature to conceal then1 fro1n 
their enemics. Many other quadrupeds, 
no doubt, ren1ain in this country during 
the 'vinter. Like the bear, they probably 
do not change their lodgings 'vhile the sno'v 
js on the ground, but remain stationary, and 
in a torpid state. 

The Canadians change their appcar
ance as n1uch as a complete ebange of drcss 
can do. The hat and bonnet Touge are laid 
aside, and they use fur caps, fur cloaks, 
fur gloves, and 'vorsted hose, over, as "veH 
as under boots. Thus defended, they vGn ... 
ture with impunity into the severest frost. 
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The sno'v soon co vers the ground to the 

lepth of several feet, and wheel carriages 
cao no longer be used : the 'vheels 'vould 
sink so deep, that it v1ould be itnpossible 
to advance a step. In place, therefore, of 
vhecl carriages, a sort of sledge is used, 

'vhich in Canada is called a cariole. I t 
passes over the sno'v 'vithout sinking deep. 
It is placed on ·what they cali runne1·s, 

'vhich rcscmble in form, the irons of a pair 
Df skaits, aud rise u p in front in the san1e 
1nanner, and for the sarne purposes. The 
cariole is generally frorn nihe to t\velvc 
inches aboYe the snow. Sotne, called lziglt 
1·unners, are about eighteen inches. ~he 

body of the car iole varies in shape, accord
ing to the fancy of the owner. It is son1e
tin1es like the body of a phaeton, sorne
times like a chair or gig, son1etitnes like a 
vis-a-vis, and somctitnes like a family coach 
or chariot. The cariole, in short, is the 
natne for all sorts of vehicles used in 'vin
ter, from a 1narket cart, up to a state 
coach. 

The generality of them are 1ight, open 
carriages, dra wn by one horse. rrhe snow' 
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after being trodden on for sorne ti1ne, be
coules corn pact enough to bear the horse, 
and gives very little resistance to the cari
ole. Son1e people are extremely fond of 
driving out in carioles; for my o'vn part, 1 
think it is a very unpleasant conveyance, 
from the constant successon of inequalities 
'vhich are fonned in the snow by the cari
ales. These inequa1ities the Canadians caU 
cahots (fron1 the French 'vorcl cahoter, to 
jolt), and they certainly are very well 
named, for you arc JOlted as if you crossed 
a field 'vith very deep furro,vs and high 
narrow ridges. The motion is not unlikc 
ro,ving in a boat against a head-sea-a 

thing: that requires to be only once tried, to 

be d islik ed .. 
As no other sort of carriage can, huw

ever, be used in this country, custom and 
ex ample reconcile one to it: ali ranks use 
them, of one sort or other. Sornetimes 
you see them conveying a dashing buck up 
C"le street and clown another at a gallop, to 
~he no small annoyance of people who are 
ond of keeping their bones ·whole, a thing 
hl)se gentlernen seem very careless about, 
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Sometim~s you see the close covered family 
ones, coY)veying an old lady quietly and 
steadily to church, or to have a little gos
sipin~ "rith a friend; and so1netimes yon 
see them corning in from the countty con
veying bt:ef and 1nutton, turk :es and geese, 

for the supply of the market. 
When the navigation of the St. Law·

rence hecomes Ît~1! racticable, little busi
ness is done by t e n1erchants, '\vho then 
appropriate a considerable part of their 
time to arnusements. It is necessary to do 
something to give a little variety to the 
sameness of a six months' 'vinter. They 
have parties of pleasure in to,vn, and par
ties ofpleasure in the country, in which you 
have dancing, music, and the social en
jo_yrnents of conviviality. 

There is a public asse1nbly once a fort
night, 'vhich is very '\vell attended. If you 
are fond of dancing, you have an oppor
tunity of indulging in it; if you like a sa
ber rubber, you find very good \Vhist play
ers. rrhe civil and military gentlemen mix 
very cordia11 y toge th er. Su ch of the Ca
nadians as can afford 1t, and have an incli
nation, join in the amusements that are.. 
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going forward, particularly the assemblies 
anc.l dancing parties; and, indeed, they are 
an acquisition, as many of the laaies -want 
neither · beauty nor the accotnplishments 
necessary for their gracing an assen1bly. 

One should natura11y suppose tnat very 
bad consequences 'vould be likely to arise 
fro·n being heated by dancing in so cold a 
clinlate. rrhis, how:ever, is not the case: 
both the ladies and gentlemen in the cold
est 'veather, are dressed in the assen1bly .. 
roon1 as thinly as they are in England in 
summer; and the roon1s are very comfort
able, being kept moderately 'vann by a 
stove. Irnn1ediately after dancing, and 
whilc very 'varm, the company go into the 
open air in the middle of the night 'vhile 
the cold is ex tren1e ( fron1 20 to 30 de
grees belo'v the freezing point), 'vithout 
next day feeling the least inconvenience. 
It is true, they take every precaution neces
sary, by clothing thetnselves very 'varn11y. 

People are less liab]e to suffer from cold · 
in Canada than they are in England, not

, 'vithstanding the grea ter severi ty of the 
weather. 1\lany rcasons are assigned for 
this fact. rrhe Canadians take care not to 
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expose thc1nselvcs to the external air 'vith
out being 'varn1ly clothed; particular at
tention is paid to keepi 1g the feet, the 
bands, and the head 'vai·n1. 

The air is cxtremely dry in win ter, being 
dcpri veel of its n1oisture by congelation; the 
intense frost causes naturally a deposition of 
the aqucqus particles, in the s~1ape of hoar 

, frost. I r<Hv, it bas becn accurately ascer
tained and provcd by experin1ents, that cold 
dry air is not so good a co nd uctor of he at 
from our bodies as cold nwist air; it foUo,vs, 
therefore, that the thennon1eter n1ay shevv 
a very Io,vte1nperaturc in co]d dry air, such 
as \Ve have here, ritLo t J r oeing sen~ 

· si ble of a great degree of cold; and, that 
in cold ~moisi air, su ch as you bave in Eng
land, the thennotncter may 1 ot be u der 
the freezing point, and yet ble quantity of 
calorie or heat carried off frotn y our body, 
he grcater than if the tl ern1on1etcr shew ~d 
a tem peratnrc 1nany degrees bclow freez
Ing. 'Vere the e{fect of the cohl here on 
one's feelings, to incrcase in proportion as 
the thermon1eter falls, and go as far be ond 
'\vhat it is in England, as the real quantum 
of calorie in the atmosphere is more there 
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than here, it 'vould be in1possible to exist 
in this country; but the ev il carries its cure 
along 'vith it, the frost deprives the air of 
its moisture, and consequent]y decreases 
its po,ver of carrying off from our body the 
heat it contains. If 've wish to kno·w huw 

the 'veather is to affect us, 've should con
suit a hygron1eter as 'vell as a thern1on1eter. 

'Vhen the cold dry air of this country 
entcrs your apartrnent, and is wanned by 
the heat of the stove, its drying power be
coules very great. To be convinced that 
this is the case, it is only necessary to ob
serve ho'v much the furniture of the bouse 
suffers from it. rrhe very par nels of the 
doors shrink so much as almost to faU out 

of the fran1e, and the frarne itself shrinks 
to such a degree that the boit loses its 

hold. 
I reco1lect to have remarked the very 

same effects from the hot easterly \vind, 
'vhich blo,vs occasionally, in the end of 
sumn1er, in the southern countries of Eu
rope. The Italians call it the siroc wind. 
It is equally kno,vn and dreaded, for your 
sensations are extremely disagreeable; the 
effcct on furniture is the same as that of 



253 

the air of this country, heated by the stove; 
but its effects on your body are much more 
severe. The skin, 'vhen the wcsterly wind 
blo,vs, is covercd with a gcntle moisture, 
but as soon as the easterly or siroc 'vind 
blo,vs, the skin becomes dry and parched~ 
and your sensations are oppressive, and 
undescribable. 'Vhen the air here is yery 
mu ch heated by the stoves, y ou feel in sorne 
degree the same sensations and effects; but 
you have a remedy at band: you have only 
to open a door, and y ou geta fresh supply 
of cold air. There is no aYoiding the siroc 
\Vind-let your doors and 'vindo,vs be e\·er 
so tight before it begins to b}o,v, it soon 
makes a passage for itself through the cre
vices of the shrunk pannels. 

An Englishman can with difficulty form 
an idea of the cold of Canada, or of its 
effects, till he fce1s and sees then1. The 
coldest 'veather is gencrally during the 
month of January.. The thermometer fell 
last J anuary to 60 degrees belo'v the freez
ing point, and it continued at that tem
perature for scveral days. The tnediutn 
tetnperature in December and January is 
about 22 degrees below freezing. 
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About the beginning of Dece1nber aU 
he small rivers are frozen so complctely, 

and covered with sno,v, that bridges for 
passing then1, are no longer neccssary, and 
rery little attention is paid to keeping in 

the summer roads. 'Vhere they are hol
lo,v, or where there are fences, the roads 
are so completely filled up with sno\v, that 
they are on a level \vith the fiel~s on each 

si de. 
The country people \V ho first fonn the 

;vinter roads on the snow, direct thcir Ca

'·ioles by the nearcst course 'vhere the sno'v 
is most level; and they go in as straight a 
line as possible, to the .place to 'vhich they 
are destined. rrhey put up branches of 
trees on each si de the .ne'v track, as a direc
tion to others 'v ho 'vish to go th at 'vay. 
'l'hcse they call des balises, or bcacons. 
1iVhen they can convenicnt1y foll<nv the 
course or bed of a river it is general1y 
done, because the surface is eYener than 
over the fields, and therc is less snow on 

· them, as they do not freezc till after a con
siderable quantity of sno\v has fallen on 
the fields. 

Even the great nver St. Lawrence 1s 
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arrested in its course. It freezes com
pletely over, a fe,v ]eagues above Quebec, 
and serves occasionally as a road to lVIon
treal. t seldon1 freezes over, opposite to 
Quebec, or in the bason. As the Fiver 
narrows here, the current is increased, and 
the tide sets up and do,vn vith such force, 
that it generally keeps the floating masses 
of ice in motion. vVhen the ri ver freezes 
over, opposite toQue bec, it is called, in the 
language of the conntry, a pont, hecause it 
anslvers the purpose of a bridge to the peo
ple 'vho live belo'v Quebec, and 'vho then 
bring up provisiqns, and fire-vvood in great 
quantities. 

A variety of circurnstances must corn. 
bine to form a pont; 'vhen n1any vety 
large masse5 of ice happen to come in 
contact, and fiH tLe 'vhole space be
tween one side of the river and the other, 
they bccon1e stationary. If this hap
pens at neaptides, and in calm 'veather, 
the frost fixes the whole, and it becon1es a 
solid mass before the rising tides derange 
it; 'vhen it has stood a few da ys, it generally 
açquires strength enough to résüat every 
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impulse it may receive, till the ·warmth or 
the April sun affects it. 

Ali these circumstances so seldom hap
pen at the same time, that it is about ten 
years since the river took opposite to Que
bec. This year, however, I haYe had the 
pleasure of seeing it in that state, and it 
certainly is an interesting and curious sight. 
For the distance of eight miles, you see an 
immense sheet of ice, as smooth as a n1ir
ror. Thousands of people crowd upon it 
every day, and booths are erected for their 
entertainment. In one quarter, you see 
numbers of people enjoying the a.n1usement 
of skaiting; in another, you see carioles 
driving in different directions; for the ice 
is so strong, that horses go on it 'vith the 
greatest safety. Sometimes you see cariole 
races: they go over the ice with great swift
ness. In short, wh en the pont, takes (as they 
term it), it occasions a kind of jubilee in 
Que bec. 

In one point of vie,v, it is a suh
ject of real rejoicing to the city; it is ac
companied with substantial advantages.
Provisions of aU kinds, and fire"rood, a no 
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less n~cessary article in this country, faU in 
priee, fro1n an increase in quantity, as saon 
as the pont enables the people in the coun
try belo\v Quebec, to bring their 5urplus 
stock to market, in their cœrioles, without 
the expence and risk of passing the~ riverin 
canoes. These canoes are nqt such as have 
been before dcscribed, used in the north
'vest tt·ade. 'They are one solid piece of 
'vood, the trunk of a large trce scooped 
out, and forrned in the outside something 
Iike a boat; S(nnc of them are very largè, 
carrying easily 15 or 20 people. 

~'he passing of the St. La-wrence in ca
.goes, in the midd.Ie of winter, is a very ex
traordinary operation. The tirne of high 
'vater is chosen, ·when the large masses of 
ice are aln1ost stationary. The canoe is 
launched into the \Vater, \vhere there is an 
opening: the people are provided 'vith , 
ropes, boat-books, and paddles. VVhen 
they con1e to a sheet of ice, they jun1p ut 
of the ca noe u pou i t ; dra 'v the ca oe u p 
after thetn ; push it to the othcr side of the 
sheet of ice; launch it Ïl1to the \Va ter; pad
dle till they con1e to another sheet of ice ; 

. s 
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again haul up the canoe, cross the ice, and 
again launch-and so on till they reach the 
other side. Y ou see t'vent y to thirty ca
noes crossing in this \vay at the same ti me; 
and you cannot help trembling for them, 
when you see two immense n1asses of ice 
conling together, and they betvreen, appa
rent! y in the greatest danger of being 
crushed to pieces ; but the people extricate 
thetnselves \Vith great dexterity. 

Custom has taught them to avoid the 
danger which seerns to threaten then1 'vith 

' destruction: they dexterously jump upon 
the first piece of ice with ·which they come 
in contact, and hau1 the canoe after them. 
I have never, n1yself, been un der any neces
sity to pass the river in this 'vay; and I 
m.ust O\Vn that it seemed fraught 'vith so 
n1uch danger, that I never fron1 mere 
curiosity 'vas induced to attempt it. One 
rnight, by the aid of the people, escape 
drowning, if one even did fall into the 
'vater; but 1 conceive that a ducking in 
the river St. La,vren e, in the n1onth of 
January, and ren1aining half an hour or 
more iu wet clothes, ·would be likely to put 
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a period to one's existence as effectually · 
as drowning. 

In 1ny next I shaH enable you to form 
sorne idea of Canadian 'vinter travelling, 
and make you acquainted 'vith sorne phe
nomena incident to that season of the 

year. 



LETTER XVIII. 

Quebec, 1808 • . 

To see the Canadian 'vinter in all its n1a
jesty, and to feel it in all its rigour, it is 
necessary to take a journey into the differ
ent parts of the country. This 1 have 
clone. I haYe made a tour as high up as 
~Iontreal, and gone into the province of 

· Vern1ont, in the United States. Lake 
Chan1plain, 120 1niles in length, was frozen 
over : we crossed i t on the ice. 

J-Iaving provided myself 'vith a good 
horse and cariole, and laid in a stock or 
provisions and liquors, and, tnoreover, hav
ing taken the necessary precautions to guard 
·against the severity of the climate, I left 
Quebec iu one of the coldest mornings I 
had ev er experienced. The 'vind blew 
fresh from the north-·west; the sun shone 

bright, and glistened on the dry pellucicl 
sBo,v, \Vhich the 'vind raised into the air, 
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' whirling it about, and dashing or darting 
()fi my face the minute crystals, like a 
,; ho,ver of ncedle points, occasioning a 

sn1arting sensation, which 1nade tue feel 
n1ore keenly the severity of the cold. \Vho
ever has travelled in Canada in the win ter 
season, will be at no loss to recognize the 
kind of morning I describe. 

vVhat a strange figure a Canadian 'vin
ter traveller is, \Vrapped up in his various 
vesttnents! In addition to the usual num
bcr of coats and 'vaistcoats, I bad a very 
large double cloak, a large fur cap, and fur 
tippet; and, \vhat added greatly to my 
comfort and defence against the cold wind, 

I had a very large muff, in 'vhich was 
often obligcd to bury n1y face 'vhen the 
'vind ble\v keen; for you 'vill recollect, that 
as the cariole is an open carriage, it affords 
no de fen ce fron1 the co1d. 'Vith aU the 
clothing and coYerings you can pl}t on, . 
still you can with difficulty keep yourself 
lvann. 

'Vhen a journcy of any extent is to be 
made, a cariole rnust lYe used; but if you 
·wish to deviate from the public beaten 

tracl\:, or to go into the 'voods, or cr9 '& 
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fields, either from necessity or for amuse-. 
ment, you 1nust use what are called snow 
shoes. They are made of a kind of net ... 
work, fixed on a frame~ shaped like a qoy's 
paper kitc; they are about hvo feet long, 
and 18 inchcs broad, and thercfore t~ke 
in so much of the surface of the sno\V, 
that y ou sink but a _ very fe\v inches. 
The nülitary, in Canada, are aU provided 
with sno\V shoes, and are marched out on 
thern, that it may be no novelty in case of 
their taking the field in \VÎnter. For the 
same reason they are sometimes encamped 

amongst the snow. 
Y ou can . take a great deal of exercise 

in wintcr, without being fatigued, and can 
·walk \Vith ease and agility under a load of 
'vaistcoats and coats, under \vhich you 
'vould sink in summer. When a person 
proceeds to take off ali his coverings, it puts 
one in mind of the grave-digger in Ham let, 
tp 'vho1n modern actors have givcn many 
more waistcoats th an even a Canadian grave~ 
digger in winter would require. 

'fhe win ter travelling in Canada is sorne ... 
tin1es very expeditions, It is surprising 
with 'vhfl.t ~pced a good Canadian horse 
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~ill travel, dra,ving a cario1e over the ice. 
There have been instances of a single horsc 
hàving drawn a cariole, 'vith t\VO pe<2ple in 
it, no less than 90 miles in twelve hours ; 
'vhich is m<>re than 1nail-coach rate, 'vith 
all their changes. When this happens, the 
roads must be very sn1ooth and hard, 'vhich 
is generally the case ,vhen a severe frost bas 

succeeded a tha 'v. 
'fhe Canadian horse is a ren1arkably 

hardy animal : his best pace is a trot. Ile 
is accuston1ed to a great deal of bad usage 
and hard 'vork, and he is the n1ost willing 
c1·eature in the "'or1d (as the jockeys tenn 
it), for he never refuses the draught. Y ou 
'will see them brought frotn the country in
to Quebec in the coldest 'veather, and left 
standing in the open air 'vithout co\rering, 
for hours together, ".r hile the ir owners are 
transacting their business, or drinking in a 
public bouse; and they secrn not to be the 

'vorse for it. 
In the "rinter titne the Canadian horse, 

like all the other quadrupeds of the coun
try, acquires an increased quantity o fur 
to protect him from the cold; and the Ca
nadians never use the currying con1b.-
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iVhen the horses have be en hcatcd by fast 
driving, in a co1d day, they appear to have 
a sort of icic e at every hair, and rea1ly 
tnake a very grotesq ne appcaranœ ; and 
y ou frequently sec icicles two or tlnee inches 
in length, hanging at their uoscs. 

Previous to n1y co1n1nencing tny tour, 
there bad been a heavy fall of snow for 
sorne days, so that ·the roads \vere in bad 
order for expeditions travelling. I seldo1n 
'vent rno:re than fron1 thirty to .forty miles 
a day. I had not proceeded far, ere I fou nd 
the great differen~e, in point of beauty, 
between the 'vin ter and summer scenery .
lnstead of the fine variety, 'vhich, in sum 
1ner, presented itself, in tracing the cours~ 
of the river,-the gaiety, the liveliness of 
the Inoving waters, and passing vessels
the fine tints of the forest, and of the 
corn-field-the labourer en1 plo yed in the 
business of the farm-c\Tery surrounding 
object reflected from the surface of the 
river; nothing no'v was to be seen but 
one continued solid plain-one indiscrÎlni-

. na te field of snow ;-no ri vers-no 'va
ters-no ships-not an anin1al in vie,v, 
Inan nor beast, except no1v and then a muf ... 
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fied-up traveller, hurrying along, as if auxi· 
ous to get to a place of sbelter. 

The St. Lawrence 'vas so full of sheh~

ing 1nasses of ice, w hi ch the frost had fixed 
in that p9sition, that a road could not be 
tnade u pon It; 've continued theretore in 
the sum1ner road, till 've can1c to the river 
du Loup, which gave us for severalleagues 
a pleasant raad, free fron1 cahots. From the 
ri ver du Loup to the river 1\-Iaslcinongé, the 
distance is short, and we follo·wed the course 
of the J\1askinongé for several leagues, till 
1ve can1e to the St. La,vrence, on 'vhich 've 
found a good road as far fiS Berthier. 

Berthier is one of the best cultivated and 
most beautiful settlen1ents in Canada. In 
sumrner it bcars son1eresen1blance top art of 
Glouccstersb ue, on the banks of the Severn. 
-In the St. Lawrence, opposite to Ber
thier, are several islands of considerable sizc, 
abounding 'vith very fine titnbcr, and yield
ing rich pasture for cattle. In sunuuer, 
they have a charming effect; but, in win

ter, ali is dreary and deathlike-nothing is 

left but the 1nerc skeletou of a wood. 
)Vhich 'vay soc\Ter y ou dil ect y our at .. 
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tention, nothing presents itself to your ob
servation, but ice and sno'v; so that you 
may suppose there can be very little 
variety in a ·winter journey. After the first 
day, y our curiosity is perfectly satisfied. 

The country people, pass their time in 
'vinter, very idly. Their only care seems to 
be to keep themsel v es 'varn1 ; and their 
principal occupation is cutting and bring
ing home fire,vood. They make a journey 
to Que bec or ~Ion treal occasionally, to dis .. 
pose of any surplus provisions they may 
have, and procure sorne of the con1forts of 
life; such as replenishing their rum bottle, 
and renewing their stock of snuff, pipes, 
and tobacco. 

Those 'v ho live on the banks of the St. 
La,vrence, \vhere the tide ebbs and fio,vs, 
occupy themselves occasionally in fishing, 
or catching a species of fish, 'vhich come 
up the river in the 'vinter timc, in great 
;;tbundance, and form a seasonable supply 
for those 'vho \vill take the trouble to at
tend toit. 

They are from four to nine inches long, 
and rese:rnble a cod in every respect, except 
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size. The Canadians call them petite 
]j;forue; the English caU then1 Tonzmy 
cod.-Sorne people think that it is a dit:. 
ferent fish from the cod; for n1y own 

part, I cannat see 'vhy. The principal 
reas on for their being su pposed a different 
fish fru1n the cod is, that they are found 
full. of spawn, 'vhich, it is alleged, could 
not be the case with cod ~t so earl y an a~e, 
and so srnall a size. This does not appear 
to 1ne enough to \varrant this conclusion. 
It is not, I believe, ascertained at 'vhat age 
or size the codfish begins to propagate; and 
I have, yet to learn \vhy this may not take 
})lace 'vhen the fish is six inches long, as 
'vell as when it is a foot, or two or three 
feet, long. If size 'vere the criterion, it ap
pears as extraordinary that a fish, which 
grows to the length of t hrec or four feet, 
should propagate 'vhen at the length of one 
foot, as that it should do so at the length 
of six inches. 

'1. he 1nanner of catching these fish is to 
eut holes in the ice, and put do·wn either 
nets or lines, Bet,veen Quebcc and Tlzree 
Ri·oers in1mense quantities are takcn. They 
;tre easil;r preserved \Vithout salt; the frost 
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tins,vers the pnrpose; and you tnay se 
the1n piled upon the ice in large quantitics, 
ali frozen. I t is a re1narkablc thing, that the 
Canadian horses eat them. One can scarcely 
he , ) smiling at the idea of a horsc eatingfish, 
but, you may rest assured, it is a fact. 

Great quantities of these fish are caught 
at Quebec, 'vith ]ines. The rnanner of do
ing so is odd enough: A hole is dug in the 
ice, and a tcmporary bouse is built over it, 
large enough to hold half a dozen people, 
and a stove to keep then1 'varm. Those 
'vho cannat afford to purchase dcals to 
make a bouse, substitute large pieces of icc, 
lvith 'vhich they fonn a kind of defencc 
frOlll the \Veather. r:rhe 111iddle ofthe night 
is the best time for fishing. They place a 
strong light near the hole, 'vhich attracts 
the attention of the fish, and brings the1n 
round the ho le, in large quantities; so that 
they are caught as fast as they can be 

· pulled in, Thesc bouses are erected on the 
river St. Charles, in great numbers; and 
bave a singular appcarance in a clark night, 
particularly thosc made of ice, the trans
parcncy of,vhich, gives then1 ~he effcct ofso 
lllany lanterns. 
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1 t is a singular fa ct, that these fish, if 
not bruised, ·will, 'vhen put into cold water 
several days after they arc caught, return to 
life, and S\VÎm about as well as ever. At 
the time they are caught, they are thro,vn 
into a basket, and in the course of a mi
nute or two, they become frozen stiff. 'Vhen 
carried home, and put into cold water, they 
become tha1vcd, and begin to swim. How 
long they would continue out of the 'vater 
in the fi·ozen state, and afterwards she,v 
signs of life, I cannot determine; but I can 
speak to the fact, for severa} da ys. I have 
tried sorne that had been taken, and been 
in a frozcn state for eight da.Ys, but they 
did not recovcr, or shew any signs of Jife. 

I t is a curions circutnstance: certainly 
the vital principle had not becn destroyed. . 
Perhaps the ice, or sudden freezing, had 
not penetratcd. mu ch below the surface; 
and, by forn1ing a kind of covering, hav
ing the properties of a non-conductor, may 
have preserved the vital heat fron1 escap
ing into the cold air. Pcrhaps, a kind of 
torpor came on, like that of the bear and 
other "·inter sleepcrs. Probably the cause 
is beyond our rcach, for nature gcnera11y 
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draws a veil betwixt us and her most ex• 
traordinary operations. 

On my arrivai at 1\fontreal, I found the 
good folks employed in precisely the same 
way, that those 1 bad left in Que bec, passed 
their tin1e. In aU countries, people pass 
their leisure hours pretty much alike; that 
is, they dedicate the1n to amusement. In 
Canada, as rnost of their winter hours are 
leisure hours, there is, of course, sorne in
genuity necessary to give such variety to 
their amuse1nents as may· prevent them 
from beconling insipid by frequent repeti
tion. Hence, in Quebec and Montreal, to 
the regular town parties, are added, i1~-regular 
country parties. Pic-nic feasts, ·wher~ every 
one carries 'vith hin1 a ready-dressed dish, 
are very common; and as the place of 
rendezvous is generally a fe'v miles out of 
town, the ladies and gentlemen have the 
pleasure of a little carioling before dinner; 
the roads, it is true, are often abominably 
bad, being a constant succession of cahots, 

in 'vhich you are jolted most unn1ercifully; 
not to say àny thing of cariols being vefy 
frequently upset, nd their contents, ladies, 
~entlen1en, sonp, p )Ultry, or roast beef, 
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tumb1ed into the sno,v, to the no small 
amusement of the rest of the party. It is 
also any thing but excessively pleasant, after 
having dined, danced, supped, and passed 
the evening in festive g1ee, enlivened by 
the song and the catch, to drive home in 
the middle of the night, let the 'vi nd blow, 
and the sno'v drift as rouch as they please. 
Besicles, . there sometimes come on such 
dreadful storms, that neither man nor horse 
can she'v their face to them. The conse
quence is, the party remain aU night; the 
fiddlers again strike up the merry dance, 
and the whist pla y ers a gain cu t for partners; 
·what cannot be cured, 1nust be endured. 
Day-light cornes at last, and enables 
the party to take the road ho·-ne,vard 'vith
out the danger of losing their 'vay, which 
most probably would haYe been the case 
with son1e of them had they attetnpted it 
in the course of the night. 'The little 
hardships, disasters, or inconveniences of 
these country parties, give a zest however 
to the more elegant an1usements of th~ 
tO\Vll. 

A stranger in Canada, 'vho has bad a 
respectable introduction, is 'Yell received, 
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and meets every 'vhere the greatest hos

pitality. 
To travel fro1n Canada to the United 

; States, is, in England, considered to be a 
n1ost a rd uous and peri lous undertaking. ln 
tru th, it is not 'vithout its dangers and diffi
culties, particularJy in win ter; yet, 'vith all 
the inconveniences attending it, the journey 
is performed very frequently. The Atne
ricans are constantly coming into Canada, 
particularly to Montreal. rrhcy bring pro
visions, and various sorts of dry goods, ge
nera1lyin Sleighs, which resemble the Cana
dian cariole, except that they are placed on 
high runners, and are larger and more con1-
n1odious than the cariole. 'The high run
ners give themon6-greatadvantage, 'vhich is, 
that they do not fonn in the road s th ose in
equalities the Canadians call cahots, 'vhich 
jolt yon so much, and are one of the prin
cipal drawbacks to 'vinter travelling in 

Canada. 
I procured one of the Yan/de sleighs, as 

they are usually tern1ed, and left J\lontreal 
in a very cold,hazy rnorning. Our first stage 
was from 1\tlontrcal cross the St. Lawrence 
to La prairie, a distance of about ninc 1niles. 
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After travelling about hvo hours on the 
river, \Ve began to think it was 1uore than 
tirne to reach the other sidc. \Ve continued 
our course for half an hour n1orc; still no 
appearance of the place of our '1estination. 
In fact, we bad lost our \vay. 'fhe 'vcatl~er 
'\Va~ so thi<;k and hazy 've could see but a 
very short space, and our driver had struck 
into a \vrong track. 'fhere 'vere a variety of 
tracks ou the ri ver, fonned by the people 
coming from different parts of the opposite 
side, 'vith fire-wood, &c. for ~1ontreal. In
deed, I reckoned fron1 2 to 300 sleighs on 
that part of the river alone, ali directing 
their course to Montreal. 

On inquiring of sorne of these people, 
\Ve found that instead of crossing the river 
've had taken a direction upwards, and 
:\Vere very near the rapids, a little be]o,v 
_a part of the country inhabited by a tribe 
called the Caghnawaga Incl ians, at a con
siderable distance fron1 l\fon treal. 'V e 
bad to retrace our steps; and in about 
t'vo hours more, \Ve arrived at Laprairie. 

This circutnstance is trifling in its ]f; 

I mention it n1ereJ y to shc'v y ou the lia
bility to go astray, 'vhen travelling over a 

T 
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level surface of sno,v. You can hardly 
imagine any thing 1nore easy than to cross 
from one side of a river to another, over a 
track which we had been accustomed to 
look at every day, and yet, \Ve went a con
siderable way out of our road, in a very 
short space of time. It 'vas a good lesson 
for us, as we had togo on Lake Chan1plain; 
where, if we once lost ourselves, it might be 
long enough before we again found out the 
right road. 

After leaving Laprairie, 've very soon 
got into a prin1eval forest, through which a 
road has been eut as far as the American 
boundary line; and it is continued onwards . 
to Lake Champlain. This is the principal 
comn1unication in this district, bebveen 
Canada, and the United States. For many 
miles the country is very leve], and com
pletely covered 'vith large timber, prin
cipally pines. I sa'v no cross roads, so 
that it is a kind of pass that 1night be de
fended 'vith very few men. 

The vicinity of Montreal to the United 
States, · encourages the sol di ers occasionally 
to desert, by the road "re passed; to pre
vent 'vhich, a fe'v invalids ar stationed in 
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he \Vood ; they live in log-bouses, not the 
h1ost co1nfortably in the 'vorld. There is 
another road by 'vay of St. John's, but the 
deserters avoid it on account of the gar
rison or fort. As we approached the Ame
rican boundary, we fou nd a few settlements, 
'v hat the Ameri-cans call a pitch. They eut 
down sorne trees, make a log-bouse, sow 
sorne corn; next year they eut do,vn more 
trees, and sow rnore corn, and so on till 
they produce something in the style of a 
farm. Instead of cutting do,vn the trees, 
the Americans very frequently ring them, 
as they term it, 'vhich is cutting a section 
of the bark qui te round: soon aftcr which 
the tree decays. 'Ve saw several potash 
manufactories as 've approached the Lake, 
and the woods are continued close to the 
'va ter. VVe found near the Lake a kind of 
public-bouse, where 've stopped during the 
night~ 

N ext n1orning \Ve could not procced, 
because, during the 'vhole night it had 
blo"'n very fresh, accompanied with a 
heavy faU of sno,v, 'vhich continued till 
near mid-day; and as every track on the 
Lake was covered, 've could not venture to 
go upon it, our conductor not being 'vell 
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acquainted with the different bearings of 

the land 1narks. 
The Lake, though 120 miles long, is not 

broad, seldon1 above 10 to 15 miles; and 
there are a great many islands and head .. 
lands, 'vhich direct the course of the pilot 
in summer, and the cariole or sleigh driver 
in winter. 

So soon as the 'veather n1oderated, 've 
set out on the Lake; and took a guide for 
son1e tin1e, till 've should fall in \Vith sotne 
one going our \Vay, or disco ver a track in 

the sno'v to direct us. 
Travelling on I_jake Champlain, is, at aU 

tirnes, rea1ly dangerous ; and I \vould not 
advise any one to attempt it, if it can be 
avoided; \vhich n1ay genera11y be clone by 
lengthening the route. Instead of going 
on the Lake to Burlington, or Skeensboro, 
yon m~y go by 'vay of St. John's, 'Vind- · 
n1ill-point, and Sand bar, to Burlington, and 
from thence to Skeensboro. 

It is '?ery common, for sleigh, horses, and 
1nen, to fall tl rough the ice, 'vhere the 
'va ter is son1e h und red feet deep ; and y ou 
have no 'varning of your danger till the 
l1orses drop in, pulling the sleigh after 
then1; luck11y the \Veak places a1~e of no 



277 
great extent; y ou extricatc yourself fron1 
the sleigh as quickly as possible7 and you 
find the ice generally strong enough to sup
port you, though it would not bear the 
\veight of the horses. Y ou instant] y lend 
your aid in pulling out the horses, and in 

endeavouring to saYe them, 'vhich is clone 
in a manne~ perfectly unique, and 'vhich 
'vill require the greatest stretch of your 
faith in n1y veracity, to believe-the horses 
are strangled, to save their lives. 

""\Vhen the horses faU through the . ice 
( there are al most ahvays bvo in an Anle
rican sleigh ), the struggles and exertions 
they make, serve only to injure and sink 
them; for, that tl1ey should gct out of 
then1selves, is, from the nature of the thing, 

per ect1y impossible. 'Vhen horses go on 
the Lake, they al 'va ys haYe, round their 
11ecks, a rope 'vith a running noosc. I ob
scrved that our horses had each of thetn 
su ch a rope; and on inq uiry, fou nd out for 

'vhat pnrpose it 'vas intended. The mo-
111cnt the ice breaks, and the horses sink 
into the 'vater, the driver, and those in the 
sleigh, get out, and catching hold of the 
ropes, pull them ,vith all their force, ·which, 
in a very fe·w seconds, strano les the horscs; . 

1 
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and no sooner does this happen, than they 
rise in the 'vater, float on one side, are 
drawn out on strong ice, the noose of the 
rope is loosened, and respiration recom~ 
1nences; in a fe\v minutes the horses ar~ 
on their feet, as rouch alive as ever. This 
operation ha!5 been kno,vn to be performed 
two or three times a day, on the same 
horses; for, when the spring advances, the 
'veak places in the Lake, become very nu
merous ; and the people, 'vhose business 
leads them often on it, frequently meet 
·with accidents. They tell you that horses 
which are often on the lake, gel so accus

tomed to being hanged, that they think no .. 

thing at all of it. 
Pray, tell me, do y ou not think that 

this is one of those stories that travellers 

· ]magine they may teH 'vith irnpunity, hav

ing a licence ?-Seriously, you are 'vrong.-. 
Though this n1anner of saving horses, and 
getting then1 out of the watçr, appears ex
traordinary, yet, 1 assure you, the thing is 
very con1mon, and kno,vn to every one 
·who bas been accustomed to travel on the 
1akes and rivers of this country, during 'vin
ter. The atten1pt however does not al ways 

spcceed. It son1etimes happens, that both 
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sleigh and horses go to the bottom; and 
the tnen too, if they cannot extricate thetn- . 
selves in time. There 'vas an instance of 
it on Lake Champlain, a fe,v days before 1 
crossed it. 

These weak places of the ice, ,vhich 
pro·re so . treacherous, have been later in 
freezing, than the surrounding ice. In ali 
Iakes, and large bodies of fresh \Va ter, there 
are sorne places which ·never freeze; and 
sorne w hi ch freeze rn uch la ter th an others. 
It is to be accounted for, probably, in this 
·way. The great body of the 'va ter, is of a 
higher tetnperature than the atn1ospher~, 
although the surface bas been cooled down 
below the freezing point, and become ice. 
The 'vater is constantly giving out its heat 
to the atn1osphere, at sorne particular place, 
which thereby is kept fron1 freczi ng for ~ 
considerable ti me ; by and by, w hen the 
frost becomes very intense, that place at · 
length freezes, but does r1ot acquire the 
strength necessary to support the hot-ses. 

There is another source of danger to 
the traveller on the lakes, which it is dif
:ticult to account . for: viz. large cracks or 
openings, which rnn fron1 one side of the 
lake to the other; so1ne of them, s1x feet 
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broad at least. 1 bad not proceeded 
n1any miles on the lake before I n1et 'vith 
a crack; but instead of an opening, I 
found that at this place the ice bad 
shelved up to the height of several feet; 
and I learned that this 'vas an inaication 
of there bei~--6 an opening further on. At 
the distaacc of eight or ten miles frorn this 

place, I 'vas surprised to observe the driver 
put his horses to their full speed: I could 
see no cause for it. In a few minutes, 
however, I sa'v the crack or opening, 
about five feet broad: "~e 'vere ·at it in a 
n1on1ent; it 'vas impossible to check the 
horses, or to stop and consider of the 
practicability of passing, or of the conse
quences; the driver, without consulting any 
one, bad n1ade up his n1ind on the sub
ject,-the horses took the leap, and cleared 
the opening, carrying the sleigh and its 
contents with them. The concussion on 
the opposite side '-ras so great, however, 
that the runners of the sleigh were broken, 

and there was a great chance of our being 
thrown, by the violence of the concussion, 

out o the slcigh, into the gulf 've had 
crossed : this had very nearl y taken place; 

but I 'vas fortunate enough to regain n1y 
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seat. By the help of sorne cords, 'vere
paired our damage, and proceeded on our 
journey. ""\V emet 'vith several other cracks, 
but as they ·were not in general above a 
foot or t\vo in breadth, \Ve passed them, 
'vithout fear or accident. )Vhen the ice is 
cleared of sno,v, \vhich 'vas frequently the 
çase, I could see that it ·was about a foot .. 
in thickness; yet it made a crackling noise 
as \Ve \vent along, and seerned to give to 
the \Veight of the sleigh and horses, as \Ve 
advanced, \vhich produced sensations not 
yery p1easant. 

There are a great many islands in Lake 
Champlain, \vhich are generaUy inhabited; 
you find inns on them, too, where you cau 
get provisions, and beds if necessary. I 
shall embrace another opportunity of mak
ing sorne observations to you about this 
Lake and the surrounding country; but for 
the present, sha11, in my next letter, cont
inunicate to you son1 urther particulars 
relative to the Canadian vinter. 
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LETTER XIX. 

Quebec, 1803.., 

THE range of the thermometer in Canada, 
is very extensive. The heat in summer 
runs into as great an extreme, as the cold in 
"\vinter~ The range, during the last hvelve 
months, has been no less than 120 degrees; 
and, 'vhat is not a little surprising, it has 
reached 60 degr . s precisely, on cach side 
of the freezing poult (J2). In sun1mer the 
thennometer rose to 92, and in vinter it 
feil to 28 below zero. I have been told, 
that the cold bas been known in this coun
try to freeze mercury, the thermometer hav
ing fallen belo'v 40 under zero. 

The severity of the cold has its advan
tages as ·weil as disadvantages. The quan
tity of sno'v 'vith which the ground is co
vered, renders it necessary for the farmer to 
ltouse aU his cattle and sheep, and to put 
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his hay, stra\v, and corn, under cover.
So soon as the ground is covered, and the 
froit complete] y set in, the cattle and sheep, 
'vhich are destined for winter use, are kill
ed ; and also pou1tr of ali kinds, before 
they have lost any of the fat they had ac
quired during the summer and autumn.
N o salt is necessary to preserve them : they 
only require to be exposed to the frost for 
a short time, and they become as hard as 
ice. ""Then in this state, the poultry, and 
indeed the beef and mutton too, are packed 
in casks or boxes amongst sno,v, and at the 
end of four or five months, are still per
fect1y sound and good. I have to-day 
(lOth May) eat of a fowl 'vhich has been 
k.illed up·wards of four months; and I r~ally 
think it could not _easily be distinguished 
from a fo,vl killed but a few days. Frozen 
meat is tha\ved by keeping it in cold wa

ter about t\velve hours-\varm \Vater \Vould 
render it uscless. 

After the meat is hard frozen, the prin
cipal thing to be attended to, is, to preserve 
it fron1 the external air 'vhen the tempera ... 
ture is above the freezing point, \vhich is 
fl equently the case in March and April.-
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Snow being a good non-conductor of beat, 
answers this purpose : blankets, too, are fre
quently used. The frost not only preserves 
beef, mutton, and poultry, but a1so fish, so 
long as you can kecp it in a temperature be
lo,vfreezing. Thehshn1arket,during wn1ter, 
is pretty 'vel supplied, owing, not a little, 
to the great industry of the people of the 

United States, 'v ho come even from Bos
ton to ~Iontreal, a distance of 420 miles. 

Provisions of all kinds are tnore plenti
ful, and consequently cheaper, in \VÏnter 
than in sun1mer. The market is ~upplied 
from a greater extent of country. rrhe 
lakes and 1ivers being frozen, and the peo
ple 'vithout work, they bring to market all 
sorts of meat and poultry, fro1n a great a~s
tance. Bein~ hard frozen, it can be stowed 
in their carioles 'vithout receiving the ]east 
injury from the great length of carnage. 

Good becf and n1utton are sold at from 
sd. to 4d. per lb. ; good fat fo,vls at 20d. 
to 2s. per couple; turkeys 2s. to 2s. 6d. 
each; geese and ducks in proportion : so 

that the expense of housekéeping in these 
articles, is not great in 'vin ter. In sutn1ner, 
as meat is supplied in the towns by the 
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to,vn butchers alone, the priee advances 
considerably. 'The great beat of summer 
renders it impossible to bring meat from any 
considerable distance. 

It is a fortunate thing for the people in 
the to,vns of Canada that provisions are 
cheaper in \vin ter than in summer; for, the 
'vin ter su bjects them to a heavy expense 
for firewood, 'vhich is, as you may 'vell be
lieve, a sine qua non in this c1in1ate. 

The ex pense of fuel to a family in Que .. 
bec or Montreal, is fu11y equal to 'vhat the 
same family 'vould require in London ; and 
i t is to be regretted, th at there is no pros
pect of its becoming cheaper. On the con
trary, in proportion as the woods are eut, 
and the distance of carriage increased, the 
priee is augmented ; so that in time it 'vill 
be cheaper to itnport coals than purchasc 
'vood. Fire,vood is generally laid in, dur
ing the sum1ner. It is brought to Quebec 
and MonLrea], on the river, in Îlnmense 
rafts. The wood is eut into junks, and 
piled upon a float sub-divided into com
partnlents of a certain sjze, containing so 
many cords. In win ter, it is brought from 
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the country in sleighs, and so1d at so mue 1 

per co rd, or per sleigh load. No coal bas 
yet been found in Canada, probab1y be.;. 
cause it bas never been thought 'vorth 
searching after. It is supposed that coal 
exists in the neighbouthood of Quebec ; at 
any rate, there can be no doubt that it ex
ists in great abundance in the island of 
Cape Breton, which may one day become 
the Newcastle of Canada. 

At present, coals are to be purchàsed 
very cheap in Quebec. 1\!Iany of the ves
sels from Scotland, and from the north of 
England, take in coals as ballast, and sell 
them very cheap; sometimes as lo'v as 17s. 
per chaldron. Even the kennel coa1, which 
is difficult to be met with in many parts of 
En gland, is sold at 36s. per chaldron, which 
is not above ha]f the priee of Newcastle 
coal in winter in the neighbourhood of 

' London. People who have bcen accus
tomed to burn wood, do not like to burn 
coal. They tell you that the smell is ex
trernely disagreeable to them, and, besicles, 
that coal does not ans,ver for stoves so 'vell 
as wood. This prepossession against coals, 
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accounts for their being proportionably 
cheaperthan wood. 

It is ·well tl.tat 've have either wood or 
coal, for the effects of frost in this country 
are with difficu1ty guarded against, and are 
really in themselves very curious. I made 
an experiment, which, to rnost people, 'viii 
appear very surprising. 1 Bu RNT my band 
wîth a coLD rrtoN. 'fhis may seen1 in
credible; but a little explanation 'vill con
vince you of the truth of what I have as~ 
serted. 

In · one of th ose very cold n1ornings 've 
had in the mon th of J anuary, 'vhen the 
thermometer had fallen ncar 60 degrees be
lo'v the frcezing point, I put my band to a 
piece of iron that had been exposed to the 
frost in the open air ali night. At first, I 
felt the sensation arising frorn extreme co]d; 
in a few seconds I felt the sensation of 
heat; and it soon became so strong, and 
so painful, that I \Vas as glad to quit my 
l1old, as if it had been a hot iron. Indeed, 
I found that 1 bad kept it too long, because 
the part that had been in contact, blistered, 
in the san1e mann er it would have clone had 
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it been a hot iron, and it was cured in the 
same 'vay. No surgeon in England, bad 
he been called in, could have suspected 
that it was not the effect of con1ing in con
tact 'vith a hot iron. In truth, heat was 
the cause of the wound; and you will rea
dily allow that I am correct, 'vhen I have 
explained to you a fe,v circumstnnces. 
. . Burning by a hot iron is produced by 
the heat, or what is technically called, 
calorie, passing in such quantity, and 'vith 
such rapidity, into the part in contact 'vith 
the iron, that the continuity and arrange
ment of the part is destroyed. Burning 
'vith a cold iron arises from the beat pass
ing in such quantity, and 'vith such ra
pidity, out of the part of the body in con
tact 'vi th the cold iron, as to prod uce the 
same effect. Heat in both cases is the 
cause; and its going into the body from 

the iron, or into the iron from the body, 
does not alter the nature of the effect. 

It is the nature of beat to spread itself 
equally and uniformly through all bodies. 
Sorne receive it, and part with it more 
quickly than others do; their conducting 
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powers are different. When two bodies, of 
different temperatures, come in contact, the 
grea ter the difference is, the more violent will 
be the transmission of heat from the one to 
the other. N o,v, when y ou reflect that 
the temperature of the blood is 66 degrees 
above the freezing point (the freezing 
point is 32. of FahreBheit, making 98. as 
the tetnperature of the blood), and that 
the ten1perature of the cold iron, which 
burnt n1e, 'vas 28. below zero, that is, 60. 
below the fi'eezing point, you have a differ
ence of 126 degrees of beat. Tl.tis differ
ence is greater than 'vhat exists between 
the temperature of our blood (98.) and the 
temperature of boiling ·water, 212. 'vhich is 
on] y 114 degrees; so that it is not at ail 
surprising that the transmission of heat 
should have been violent, and that burning 
should have been the consequence. 

Y ou will excuse rnc for leading you a 
little --into these abstract 1natters. 1""~o as
sert that I 'vas burnt with a cold iron, re
quired sornething 1nore to support it than 
the rnere ipse di.xit of the narrator, what
everhischaracterforveracity n1ight be. 'rhe 
thing, on a superficial vie,v, is so contrary 

u 



290 
to our comtnon-received opinions, that it 
'vas sorne time before 1 'vas quite recon
ciled to it. In theory, it 'vas not ne'v to 
me; and, as ao. opportunity occurred for 
proving the theory by practice, I 'vas re

solved not to neg1ect it *. 
Analogons to being burnt 'vith a cold 

iron, is the effect prod uced on the face 
,vhen it is exposed to a very cold wind.
rrhe sensation is near]y the saine as \Vhen it 
is exposed to a very hot wind, and the effect 
is precisely the san1e. \Vhen travelling in 

* The idea of being burnt by a cold iron appears pa

radoxical, but it has been long familiar to chemists. Our 

great poet Milton, too, makes an allusion to the like ef

fect of cold in his description of the residence of Satan 

and his cornpeers.-After describing Styx, he says, 

" Beyond this flood a frozen continent 
Lies clark and wild, beat with perpetuai storrns 

Of whirlwind and dire hail, which on finn land 

Thaws not, but gathers heap, and ruin seerns 

Of ancient pile ; or else deep snow and ice, 

A gulf profound as that Serbonian bog 
Berwixt Damiata, and Mount Cassius old, 
Where armies whole have sunk: the parching air 

Burns Jrore, and cold perjonns th' dJect of fire." 
Paradise Lost, Book II. 

Frore is an old word for frosty.-We haye also in 

V.irgi1, Georg. I. 1. 93. 
--- Borere penetrabili frigus adurat. 
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a hot climate, and exposed to the opera
tion of a ·warm 'vind, I have found that 
my face became red and inflamed, and, 
as it were, scorched. If rubbed with any 
kind of strong spirit, it smarted exceed
ingly, and perhaps the skin partially caine 
off. The same sensations, and the same 
cffects, are produced by a very cold wind. 
The principle on 'vhich they act, the cause 
from 'vhich they proceed, is the same-the 
too violent passage of beat into, or out of, 
the part affected. 

There is another effect very frequently 
produced by cold in this country, which 
bears no analogy (as in the preccding ex
ample) to any thing produced by external 
beat; and a dreadful effect it is-I mean 
ji· ost bitten. 

When the ·weather is very cold, partieu
larly 'vhen accompanied by a smart 'vind, · 
instances of people being frost bitten, fre
quent] y occur. Not a season passes, 'vith
out son1e of the sentinels being frost bittcn 
on their posts. Sometimes, their bands and 
face, sometimes, theirfeet, are affected; and 
a mortification of the part generall y fol
Io,vs, if the proper remedy is not applied 
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in time. The remedy ,vill seldom be ap
plied, if you are attacked in the clark, \vhich 
is often the case with those ,vho travel at 
nigbt, as well as with sentinels. Their o'vN 
feelings do not inforn1 them of the presence 
of the en emy ; and they are not likely, in 
the dark, to have hitn discovered by other 
people. He insidionsly makes a breach; 
and if he can keep his gronnd but for a 
short tin1e, it is in vain afterwards to think 
of dislodging him. In the towns, during 
the day, there is less danger, because you 
'vill be stopped by the first person who 
observes the sympton1s. This is readily 
and easily done, as the part frost bitten 
becon1es white, ,v hile the rest of the face is 

very red. 
In so critical a motnent, people do not 

stand on any ceremony, as you may sup
pose. They kno\V yon are not conscious 
of your situation; and they also know·, that 
bef ore they could con v ince y ou th at y ou 
are frost bitten, and on the point of losing 
your nose perhaps, it tnight actually be too 
late to apply the ren1edy; they instantly 
take a handful of sno\V, and either rub the 
part themselves, or tnake yon do it. 
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It certainly is enough to startle a stran
ger, to see a pers on, perfectly un known to 
you, co1ne running up, ·with a handful of 
snow, calling out, " Your nose, Sù~,-your 
nose,-you are frost bitten ;" and, without 
further ceren1ony, either then1seh·es rub
bing it without 1nercy, or making y ou do 
so. 

vVhen this is donc in J ue time, the tone 
of the part, the circulation of the blood, is 

restored; and, instcad of losing a nose, you 
get off with the loss of the skin perhaps.
An acquaintance of lnine, 1Vho bas not 
been long in the country, 'vas stopped in 
the street the other n1orning.-'.' Your nose, 
Sir," was the salute; " it is frost bitten ;
rub it with sno'v instantly, or you 'villlose 
it." The ad vice can1e fro1n a quarter that 
con1manded instant attention. Snow was. 
im1nediately applied, and the bad effects 
prevented. 

1 myself, have gnarded against being 
frost bitten, by using every necessary pre
caution; but I have not escaped altoge
ther. A few days ago, bad I continued a 
little longer exposcd to the cold 1vind, I 
tnust have expericnced iti effects to a mu ch 
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grea ter extent thàn I did. I bad been \val k
ing quickly against the 'vi nd, ,vhich \Vas bit
ter· cold. I felt so n1uch pain at last, that I 
\Vas glad to turn my back on it, and get 
hon1e as fast as I could. found that one 
~ide of my face 'vas son1e,vhat swelled, 
n1uch inflan1ed, and very hot. I an1 as
sured, that had I persevered in walking 
against the 'vind, I n1ost undoubtedly 'vould 
have suffered severe] y. 

If I bad continued under the influence 
-of the frost a little longer, the painful sen
sation I felt, would have go ne off, and I 
should have supposed that the wind had 
beco1ne milder; 'yhereas, the ease I should 
have felt wotld Lave arisen front tny sensa
tions being blunted, the blood vessels at 
the surface having lost their tone. After 
this happens, the longer one continues ex
·posed to the cold, th~ greater is the pro
gress of insensibility. It ultin1atcly per
vades aH the extremities; drovvsiness en
sues. Y ou would willingly lie do,vn on the 
snow, wete no one near to prevent you.-

..,.ou 1vould fall asleep, never to awake 

again l 
I kno'v a gentlen1an, ,vho was so far 
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.gone, that he lay do,vn on the sno,v, several 
times, from a desire to sleep ; and nothing 
but the roughest usage fi·om a persan ·who 
fortunately was with him, prc,Tented his 
doing so. It \Vas absolutely necessary to 
kick and buffet hitn, to keep hin1 a\vake. 
I-Iad he gone to sleep, it most assuredly 
\Vould have been the sleep of death ! 

"\V cre one to choose their mann er of 
'veakening the grasp of the grim tyrant, 
there is not, probably, so easy a \vay of 
doing so, as by the benumbing, soporific in
fluence of fi·ost. 

A friend of n1ine, sorne ti1ue a go, found 
a man lying on the sno,v, in the neigh
bourhood of Quebec, qui te dead; he was 
at a little distance fro1n the road; he had 
probably got benumbed by the cold, and 
bad stepped aside to indulge, for a fe,v 
nünutes, his desire of sleep. Poor n1an! 
he a\vakened no 1nore·! Ilis countcnance 
bore no marks of suffering: it \Vas as placid 
and unruffied as if the heart bad still con
tinued to beat, and the blood to circulate. 

The mann er in w hi ch a colcl iron and a 
cold atmo.sphere affect the body, is very dit:
f€rent. The cold iron deprives the body 
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of its beat in such a violent manner, as 
quite to derange the part in contact, rup
ture the blood 'Tcssc1s, and destroy their 
continuity. The colcl atn1osphere deprives 
the pa1 ts (on which it acts) of their beat in 
a less violent 1uanner: the blood vessels 
are not rupturcd, nor the continuity of the 
parts destroyed, but both are so strongly 
acted u pon th at the ir functions are de
stroyed. 'The blood vessels no longer re
tai.1 the powers of expansion and repul-
31011. It is weil ascertained, that air is de
cotnposed in the lungs, and parts with its 
calorie to the blood, which carries it through 
the S) sten1. Shall I hazard a conjecture? 
I-Ieat (in cases ·where frost proves fa .. 
tal), is perhaps taken off from the body, 
faster than it can be supplied by the lungs 
to the blood, and carried into circulation. 
A general torpor, a stoppage of the circula
tiou oftile fluids,-death, in short, ensues. 

One wuuld naturally enough suppose, 
that an cffect occasioned by cold should be 
removed by heat. This idea bas occasioned 
theloss of n1any a limb. It has general1y 
been supposed, that cold is a material sub- · 
stance, of a nature directly opposed to 
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heat. This is no\v generall y allo,ved to be 
an error, there being no such substance as _ 
cold-no such thing in nature. rrhe word 

expresses a negative quality, viz. the ab
sence of beat. 

Impressed with the idea that beat 1nust 
beagoodretnedyforevils produced bycold, 
hot 'vater has been often applied to parts 
that have been frost bi tt en, and the conse
quences have always been fatal. The rea
son appears to be this, that the part frost 
bitten, having becon1e diseased by the heat 
of the body rushing violently, and in great 
quantity, out fro1n it, the application of 
hot 'vatcr will make the beat rush violcntly 
into it; and if any part of the \vork of de
struction relnains undone, the beat of the 
\Varm water \viii do it. Experience has 
proved, that the application necessary to 
resto re the parts to their 'von ted tone, 
must be of a very moderate degree of 
beat-very little, in'deed, above freezing. 
The beat 1nay then insinuate itself so gra .. 
dually and gently, as not to increase the 
evil. Snow, or cold \Va ter, have been 
found to be the n1ost efficacious applica
tions, bcing of a ten~perature sufficicntly 
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]o,v, yet still possessing a degree of heat 
sufficient to produce an effect on the parts, 
and res tore circulati-on; or, perhaps, the 
calorie, or anin1al beat, n1eeting \ Tith snow, 
a non-conductor, may remain in the part 
frost bitten, and, of itself, restore it to its 

proper tone. 
Excuse n1c f~. r troubling you with these 

speculations. I own that they are rather 
out of n1y province, though not altogether 
foreign, in considering the effects of a Ca
nadian 'vinter. I have yet sorne details to 
give you of the effects of frost, which must 
be quite ne\v to you. Professing to make 
y ou acquainted 'vith this country, I should 
but ill perform my task, did I omit any 
point of information essential for giving 
you a kno\vledge of,vinter, ,vbich occupies 
one half the year. In my next comnluni
cation I shall endeavour to makc good rn 

promise. 
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LE'rTER XX. 

Quebec_, 1808. 

N giving you the striking features of the 

Canadian winter, I ought not to omit, that 
during the most severe cold in January, a 
great and very sudden change takes place 
almost every year, and continues for a day 
or two. From a most severe frost, .. when 
the thern1ometer she,ved 60 degrees below 
the freezing point, it suddenly becan1e so 
warm, that the thermometer she,ved three 
degrees above freezing. In short, the 1vea
ther this 1vinter changed in a fe1v hours 
from nearly the greatest degree of cold that 
cver 'vas known here, to a con1pletc thaw. 

It is a la'v of nature, that whcn fluids be
come solid, heat is given out to the attno
sphere. On this principle, ·when 1vater be
cornes ice, heat ~ust be given out; and an 
accumulation of this beat n1ay produce 

/ 
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the thcnv ex perienced in Canada, in the. 

n1iddle of winter. 
Such a great and sudden change is pro-

ductive of very unpleasant sensations. The 
stovcs, .and ·winter clothing, are quite op
pressive ; and yet, it is dangerous to at
ternpt to dispense with either, for you, cvery 
hour, look for a rcturn of the cold weather. 
Fortunately, it does not in general continue 
n1any days; somctimes, howevcr, it bas . 
been kno·wn to 1ast ten or fonrtecn days ; 
and, when this is the case, it is of very se
rions injury to the country in a variety of 
·ways. It is extrc1nely prejndicial- to the 
bealth of the people. The strcets are so 
inundated with ·water frorn the 1nelting of 
the snow, that y ou cannot ·wa1k out; and 
the roads bccome so soft, and the rivers so 
full of,vater, that you cannat use a cariole, 
or trave1, indeed, in any tnode. But, 
,vhat is a much tnore serious evil than aU 
these things, the provisions which 'vere 
destined to serve through the winter, be
corne thavved, and are either destroyed al ... 

together, or greatly injnred. 
I t is surprising, that although this cir-

culnstance bas occurred fi~equently, and 
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the people are subject to it every year, 
yet there is not much attention paid to 
putting the provisions in such a situation, 
and packing them up in sncb a manner, as 
to effectual1y prevent their being accessi
ble to the \Varm air, during the thaw. It 
n1ight be clone very easily: Let thern be 
packed in a tight box or cask, after being 
completely frozen, and this box or cask 
put into another, larg~ enough to admit of 
its being surrounded with pounded ice and 
Sl'lo,v, which would act as a perfect non
conductor of beat, and preserve the con
tents of the inner box in thcir frozen state 
for a great length of time. ,-fhe outer box 
should have holes in its botton1, to allo'" .. 
any water to run out, 'vhich might arise 
from the melting of the snow. This n1ethod 
bas, I be lieve, been tried 'vith suc cess; but 
it is by no means in general use. 

During the tha,v, a very extraordinary 
effcct is produced, son1etitnes, on the trees. 
The Canadians cali it a ver-glas. rrhe 
tree, fro1n the trunk to the point of the 
sn1allest branch, becomes incrusted "·ith 
pure ice. Therc n1ay be a sn1all degree 
of frost during the night, 'vhich 'viii frce7.e 
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the moisture that covered the trees dur
ing the day; and it is probable that the 

. external parts of the trees themselves, be
ing cooled do,vn below the freezing point, 
by the extreme cold of the previous wea
ther, freeze the va pour, the 1no1nent it cornes 
in contact 'vith then1; in the sa me way that 
the glass of a 'vindow in 'vinter becomes 
incrusted with ice by the freezing of the 
D1oisture in the air of a roon1. rrhe branches 
become at last so loaded 'vith ice, that they 
can with difficulty support the 'veight of 
it; and if there happens to come a storm 
of wind, which ·was the case lately, the 
branches infaUibly break off, and the de
struction amongst trees of all sorts is im
mense. 1 see every day the effects of the 

last ver-glas. Branches of trees, from six 
to bvelve inches in diameter, are seen every 
1vhere hanging from the trees, con1pletely 

broken clown. 
I am told, that there can be nothing 

n1ore curious or beautiful than one of those 
ice-incrusted trees ,vhen the sun shines 
upon it. Indeed, one can easily conceive 
that it must have the appearance of fairy 

1vork, or enchantlnent. 

. ' 
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In order that I might be able to ascer-

ain correctly the state and changes of the 
atmosphere, both extcrnal and interna], I 
kept a thern1ometer suspendcd in a north
ern exposure, both on the outside and in
side of the window-. The thermometer on 
the inside 'vas 'vithin half an inch of the 
glass. I observed a circun1stance 'vhich 
marked strongly the extreme cold of the 
external atmosphere. 

It 'vas behveen three and four o'c]ock 
in the afternoon ; the room bad been kept 
very 1vann during the 1vhole of the morn
ing; and, at the time, I observed that the 
thermometer shewed 73. th9ugh aln1ost 
tou ching the ice on the 1vindo'v. Not
'vithstanding of this, the inside of the win-

. dow· remained covered with ice, in the 'vay 
you sometimes see it in England, in the 
rnorning, after a severe frost. 

This not only proves the sevcrity of the 
frost, but also that glass is a very bad con
ductor of heat; else it ·would have been af
fected, and penetrated by the heat, in such. 
a manner as to counteract the operation of 
the cold air of the atmosphere; but the 
cold 1vas so intense, as to deitroy and ab-
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sorb, as it 'vere, the heat, faster than it 
could be reccived from the abno"p ere of 
the room, notwithstanding its being so very 

n1uch ·wanned. 
Y ou will probably suppose that a room, 

at the ten1perature of 73. must be uncom
fortably hot. I t is beyond ·what su rn mer 
l1cat in .England usually shews. I, like aU 
other Englishmen, carne to this country, 
strongly prejudiced against stoves and 
1varn1 roon1s! but I have found that warn1 
rooms are yery comfortable in cold wea
ther; and that they are more likely to be 
comfortable, if heated by a stove, than if 

by an open fj.re-place .. 
'The prejudices against stoves are, I 

think, ill founded. When one who has not 
been accustomed toit, cornes into a roo1n 
heated by a stove, he is struck with the 
eq ual degree of warmth that pre v ails; and 
he is apt to fa~cy the air is close, meaning, 
I suppose, unwholeson1e; he probably 
throws open a window, and cold air inune
diately rushes in. I question if that is more 
wholesome; a strong current of air is pro
duced, from 1vhich very bad effects often 

anse. 
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vVhere the air of a roon1 is kept uni-
jormly 'vann, it n1ust be changing every 
n1oment. By being heated, it is rarified 
and presses up,vards; its place is supplied 
by the cold air from \Vithout, \vhich, being 

n1ore dense, rushes in at every little crevice 
in the }o,ver part of the roon1. 

The principal advantage arising from 
the uniform heat of a stove, is, that the 
wa lls of the rootn become wanned, and 
communicate their warn1th to the air 'vhich 
con1es into the rootn, and gets in contact 
1vith then1. In a roon1, the walls of \vhich 
are cold, if the air is heated and rarified, 
it \vill be cooled and condensed the mo

ment it con1es in contact with the cold 
\valls; and as by condensation it becomes 
heavier, it 'vill rush do,vnwards, produc-. 
inga current of air to,vards the floor, \vhich 
\vill be felt by those sitting close to the 

'va11. 
Y ou \vill uniformly see thcse ob~erva

tions exe1nplificd in assernbly roon1s and 
churches, the \valls of which, being cold, 
condense the \varm air. By condensation, 
it parts with the moisture 'vhich it held in 

"olution, and \Vhich is seen running down 
x 
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the 'valls in streatns. AU rooms \vhich are 
not n1eant to be frequently used, such as 
assembly rootns, ought to be p1astered on 
laths, or, what 'vould be better stiU, pa
pered, or painted on canvas. ln the lat
ter case, at least, I should suppose they ne
Yer ·would be so cold as to condense the air, 
and prod nee the effects above n1entioned. 

I must own, I an1 a friend to 'varn1th. 
I t is sa id, tl1at by custon1, we may in ure 
oursc1ves to co1d, in such a manner as to 
render our bodies in so1ne degree insensible 
to it; but supposing this to be attained, 
it does not follo'v that its pernicious effects 
on us are prevented. Rheun1atisms, and 
other diseases, n1ay be the consequence. 

The Canadians keep their bouses very 
hot; and they themselves, ,v hile exces
siYely 'varm, go immediately into the cold 
air, without seenüng to feel any inconve
nience frotn it; which would induce one to 
believe that the sudden transition from a 
hot room into the cold air, if the person be 
proper1y c1othed, 'vere not so dangerous 
as is geuerally imagined. This is further 
illustrated by the instances I have formerly 
tnentioned of ladies and gentlemen going 
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into the cold night air, out of a 'varm ball
room, 'vithout suffering any inconvcnicnce 

from it. 
I an1 disposed to join in the opinion of 

those ;vho think that the living in a 'varm 
room, so far from ·weakening and 1naking 
you delicate, as it is tern1ed, and render
ing you unfit to bear cold, is the best pre
servative against the bad effects of cold, 
when you may be under the necessity of 

exposing yoursclf to it. 
It bas bcen observed by an eminent 

philosopher, that if, during the time we are 
sitting still, the circulation of the blood is 
gradually and insensibly din1inished by the 
cold which surrounds us, it is not possible 
that 've should be able to support a great 
additional degree of cold, without sinking 
under it. "'\Ve should be like 'vater, wh!ch, 
by exposure to moderate cold in a state of 
rest, bas been slowly cooled clown below 
the freezing point __ ; the smallest additional 
cold, or a sn1a1l degree of agitation, changes 
it to ice in an ii stant; but ·watcr, at a high' 
temperature, \VÎll support the same degree 
of frost, for a considerable time, 'vitbout 

appearing to be at aH affccted by it. 
In giving you facts, illustratiYe of the 
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severity of a Canadian winter, let me n1en•· 
ti on toy ou the ex periments on born b she1ls, 
made at Qucbec son1e years ago, by a Ma
jor vVilliams, of the Artillery. I an1 ac
quainted here, 'vith son1e gentlernen 'vho 
'vitnessed the experiments: they 'vere made 
in order to ascertain the force of the expan
sion of freezing water : they are curious; 
and you, pethaps, have not tnet 'vith them 
in the course of your reading. 

These experirnents \vere n1ade on iron 
shells of different sizes, fro1n the 13-inch 
shell, to the cohorn of four inches diameter. 

· The shells 'vere nearly filled 'vith 'vater, and 
an iron plng 'vas driven in at the fuze hole, 
by a sledge hammer. It \vas found, how
ever, that the plug could never be driven 
so firmly into the fuze hole, as to resist the 
expanding ice, which pushed it out \Vith 
great force and velocity, and a boit or cy
linder of ice immediately shot up from the 
hole: but when a plug ·was used that had 
springs, which would expand, and lay hold 
of the inside of the cavity, so that it could 
not possibly be pushed out, the force of 
the expansion split the shell. 

rrhe amazing force of expansion in con
gelation is also shewn from the distance to 



/ 309 

vhich these iron plugs 'vere thro,vn out of 1 

the fuze hole. .A. plug of two pounds aud 

a half \Veight was thro\vn no less than 415 
feet fron1 the shell; the fuze axis was at an 
angle of 45; the thennometer she,ved 51 
degrees be}o,v the freezing point. Ifere 
you see ice and gunpo,vder performing 
the san1e operations. 'Fha sin1ilar effects 
should proceed from such dissimilar causes 
is very ex traordinary. 

The expanding force of freezing water 
acts powerfully on ali bodies exposed to its 
operation. ~Vherevcr ·water lodges, and is 
at ail confined, as in the cracks and fis
sures of rocks, or in the walls of bouses, 
the effects of its expansion are felt. 1rlasses 
of rock are severed from the mountain's 

/ 

bro,v, and precipitated into the valleys 
belo,v. There the frost again acts upon 
the1n, and they are reduced from one size 
to another, un til they become an earth.
In agriculture, the effects of the expansion 

. of freezing 'vater are 'vell know·n. The 
farmer finds, that by ploughing a strong 
soil, and exposing it to the operation of the 
'vinter's frost, the hard clods are broken 
do,vn and pulverised, and the soil is better 
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fitted to receive the seed, and giv~ it nou

rishment. 
In Canada, the 'valls of the houses are 

usually plastered on the outside, to pre ... 
serve the stone fron1 mois ture, and the con
sequent destructive effects of the frost. 
rrhey find it, however, a very difficult mat
ter to get plaster to adhere; particularly 
if exposed to the easterly wind, which, in 
one winter, destroys almost any plaster 
they can use. A con1position bas lately 
been tried, 'vhich promises to ans,ver bet
ter. A bout a couple of pou nds of l\1 us .. 
covado sugar are mixed ·with a bushel of 
lime; and it makes a very hard and durable 
mixture, for rough casting. In places the 
n1ost exposed to easterly 'vind, it has re
n1ained hard and fast, after a fair trial. 

Before I close this letter, let n1e men .. 
tion to you the assistance the Canadians 
receive from their dogs, 'vhich they e1nploy 
for a varicty of domestic purposes. 1 for
merly n1entioned to yon the speed and the 
hard work to w hi ch the Canadian horse 
was frequently put; but he is not the only 
beast of burden here, or, I should rather 
say, of draught. The Canadians n1ake 
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n1uch use of dogs for drawing light weights. 

You frequently see a single clog draw· a 

small cart~ or sledge, loaded 'vith more 
than 200lbs. 'veight of different articles.
In the 'vinter, in addition to this weight, 
you see the tnan who driYess, tanding on the 

sledge, and dragged along with great speed, 

if the re is a gentle declivi ty. The w.eight 
they are n1ade to dnnv, i~ really incredible. 
Nor are they yery large dogs, or of any 

particular spccies: you sec then1 of aU 
sorts and sizes, with carts or sledgcs, in pro
portion to their strength. rrhe butchers em
ploy them for transporting meat to their 
custorners in different parts of the town: 
they use s1nall carts in sun1n1er, and sledges 

in 'vinter; the dogs are fitted 'vith a corn-
. plete set of harness, and two or three of 

then1 are sometin1es yoked to the saine cart 

or sleigh. People ernploy them too, in 
bringing 'vater fron1 the river; in drag
ging srnall carriages 'vith children; and, 
in short, in ali don1estic purposes where a 

n1oderate 'vcight is to be transported. 'rhey 
certaiuly n1ight ùe used in Britain ,vjth 

great advantage, in many cases; because a 

boy can attend then1, and make them draw 
a great deal more thau he can carry. 
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LETTER XXI. 

Quebec, 1808. 

No part of the Canadian ,vjnter is tnorc 
Îl1teresting tban the conclusion of it, 'vhen 
the sno'v begins to disappcar, and the ice 
in the rivers to break up, which is the case 
Ü.!. t'1e end of Apr"l. 

One 'vould natura1ly suppo:e, that six 
n1onths frost and sno'v 'vould have becon1e 
insufferably tiresorne to a stranger. I ca~ 
assure you 1 have not found it so. 

rrhe ,vinter may be divided into threc 
seasons, or portions, as it "ere : for two 
months at the beginning, the snow is fall
ing, and the ft ost beconüng dail y more 
severe. VVe are amused hy n1aking ob
servations upon it, and by the novelty 
of our situation, and our consequent ha
bits. The middle two months of severe 
frost is not without interest: 've then see 

- 'vin ter in all his majesty, after he bas bound 
up the lakes and rivers in fetters of ice, 
and covered the earth as with a mantle. 
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The last b.vo n1onths are interesting, be
cause we are anxious to see by what means, 
and in 'vhat n1anner, such an immensity of 
sno'v and ice is to be got rid of. 

The influence of the sun is little felt in 
Fehruary. In March, ho,vever, you are 
sensible of its po,ver; and, during this 
tnonth, the \veather in general is very beau
tiful; the frost is still sufficiently severe to 
keep the roads hard and good; the sky is 
c1ear, the sun shines bright; it is pleasant 
to get into a cariole, and drive a fe,v miles · 
into the country. · During the month of 
April, the influence of the sun bas been so 
great, as po,verfully to affect all nature.
The sno'v bas near1y disappeared about the 
first week in May; the ice in the lakes and 
rivers is broken up, by the increase of 'va
ter fron1 the n1elting of sno"\v, and it is 
floated do,vn to the great river St. La,v
rence, 'vhere it accutnulates in in1mense 
q~antities, and is carried up and clown 'vith 
the tide. 

At this time the St. La,vrence presents 
one of the rnost extraordinary scenes in na
t~lre. Y ou can~ot fonn an adequate idea . 
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of it, without being a spectator. Fron1 
bank to bank, it is qui te choaked u p 'vith 
immense masses and sheets of ice; sorne of 
them from 4 to 500 yards in dianleter.
The tide forces them on one another, breaks 
then1 into smaller picces, and raiscs then1 
in shelving and fantastic forn1s, consider .. 
ably a hove the surface.· 'J1his mass ~f mov .. 

· ing ice fills the 'vhole bason, and is seen as 
L'tf up the river as your eye can reach-a 
distance altogether of bvcl ve to fifteen 

miles. 
While the river vv~s in this state, we 

were astonished to see a vesse} from Eng
]and come round point Levi, into the ba
son. The arrivai of the first vessel fro1n 
England is hailed as a joyful circumstance. 
Y ou cannot in1agine 'v hat a cro,vd of 
pleasurable ideas fills the mind on this oc- "' 
casion. AU classes and descriptions of 
people are intcrested in it. 'rhe merchant, 
the trades1nan, and the labourer, have an 
immediate prospect of beginning their ope
rations, of putting a perioù to a state of 
idleness, and of supplying tl1e 'vants of 
tbeir families, which, necessari1y, will often .., 
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be felt, after being six months 'vith little or 
no etnployn ent. The m1litary men have 
a more in1mediate prospect of con1munt
cating 'vith their friends at ho1ne, and of 
having more frequent intelligence of ,vbat 
is going on in Europe. In short, a thou
sand agreeable associations are formed in 
the mind, which may be tnore easily con
ceived than described. 

The vesse] arrived on the 28th of .A.pril, 
wbich is ahout a fortnight sooner than 
usual. Indeed, for these last forty years, I 
am well infonned, therc have been only two 
vessels that have arri veJ so soon. The ri
ver being still full of ice, it 'vas c rious, and 
at the same time terrifie, to sec the vesse!, 
with ail sails set, surronnùed by, and fixed 
arnongst, these iintnense picces of ice, nlov
ing backwards and forwards 'vith the tide, 
'v hic hever 'vay it led. A ne hors and ca
bles 'vere of no use; the only objcct,-the 
only chance of safety, was to take ad van
tage of sorne occasional opening atnongst 
the sheets of ice, by ,vhich she rnight be 
forced out of the strearn. An opportu
nity fortunately occurred; it ·was irnmc-
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diately seized, the wind being strong and 
favourable ; and she wa~ brought to the 
quay, and safely tnoored. 

People 'vent off to her assistance irn
mediately on her appearing, and they had 
rouch difficulty in reaching her; but they 
did so at last, with the assistance of ca-
noes, 'vhich they paddled 'vhen an open
ing occurred, and hauled over the ice 
when necessary. It 'vas an extraordinary 
sight to see people jump off the sheets of 
ice, into the main-chains of the vessel. 

One n1ight have thought, that these 
imn1ense ruasses of ice co1ning against the 
sides of the vessel, 'votlld have stove them 
in; she received no in jury howcver. In 
fact, the ice at this season bas been so 
acted u pon by the 'varmth of the weather, 
that its hardness is greatly lessened. It 
seen1s to preserve much of its thickness ; 
but it . has become perforated, honey
combcd, and full of water, so that the 
concussion on the vessel 'vas reduced to 
almost nothing. lee of the same apparent 
magnitude, in the mon th of Jauuary, ·wou1d 
. have squeezed the v es sel to pieces. 
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.r T otwithstanding this Yessel suffered 
no injury, thcrc ·was a considerable. risk of 
her bcing forced on shore. 

In the fall of the year the risk of ship
'vreck is greatly incrcased, fro1n the sno'v 
stonns prevalent at that tin1e. These 
storms not only prevent the sailors from 
seeing the coast and the landtnarks, and 
consequently f1~o1n direc~ing their course 
properly; but the colcl is then so severe, 
that the Inen cannot remain exposed to it. 
'rhe cordage bcco1nes incrusted 'vith ice, 
so that it cannot run through the blocks, 
and the sails be corne frozen in su ch a man
ncr, that thcre is no possibility of working 
the ship; besides, so much icc gets about 
the rudder that it becon1es in1n1oveable, 
~Iany vesscls have been ]ost fh)ln these 
circurnstances, and aln1ost every \VÎnter, 
son1e vessels sail in ex pcctation of getting 
out of the ri ver; but, being caught in a 
sno'v storm,.are very fortunate if they escape 
destruction, by getting into son1e bay or 
place of shelter, 'rhere they remain fixed 
for the 'vinter. 

No sooner is the influence of the April 
sun felt, than y ou see birds of various kinds 
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returning to their summer quarters; and 
vegetation about the 1 Oth of May is very 
strong. rrhe snow is nearly gone, and the 
frost is sufficiently out of the ground to 
allow the farrner to comtnence his opera
tions. This takes place after the snow is 
go ne, sooner than one 'vou1d imagine. The 
frost does not penetrate so deep into the 
ground, as fron1 the intenseness, and long 
continuance of the cold, might be ex
pected. 

In countries 'vhere you have six n1onths 
frost, 'vere the soil exposed toits influence 
all the while, it 'vould have penetrated so 
deep, that I question if the heat of a 'vhole 
su1nmcr 'vould eradicate it. But Pro
vidence has furnished a retnedy: it has 
kindly decreed, that 'vhen water is cooled 
down to 32 °. it shall freeze, and be con
verted into ice and snow ·- The ri vers be
colne covered with ice, the surface of the 
earth becomes hardened, sno·w falls to a 
considerable thickness, and by these n1eans 
the 'vater and the land are protected fron1 
the influence of that Ïlntnense volume of 
co1d, dense atrnosphere, 'vhich presses on, 
fron1 the polar regions towards the south, 
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'v hen the sun retreats after the sols tic~. 

'rhe natural beat of the earth is about 42; 
the . thermon1eter stands at this point in 
the deepest mines that have been sunk. 
This natural beat, as \Vell as the heat ac< u
':mulated in the earth and ·water duri g 
su mm er, is prevented, by the ice and 
snow, from making its escape; and as 
soon as the return of the sun has brought 
'varmth enough to banish the frost from 
the asmosphere, the latent heat of the 
earth and water lends its aid in dissolv
ing the snow and ice, and forwarding ve
getation. Sno'v is peculiarly weil calcu
lated for preserving 'varmth in the earth; 
because it is full of air, which is known to 
be a very bad conductor of beat, and 'vill, 
of course, the more effectually prevent its 
escaping frotn the surface. It is a thing 
very 'vell ascertained here, that vegetation 
bas made so1ne progress un der the sno'v, be
fore it has deserted the ground. 

The long conti nuance of 'vin ter in Ca
nada is certainly a circun1stance which 
1nust retard its progress in improven1ent, 
and the increase of its trade. Sorne peo
ple pretend to say, that it must ever pre
vent its bccoming a great, populous, and 

/ 
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trading nation. I cannot go so far. · "\V e 
have seen Russ1a, in the course of a cen
tury, become a great, popu1ous, and trad .. 
ing nation. VVe have seen a splendid ca
pital city, and tnany respectable to,vns, 
raised by the magical powers of commerce, 
and domestic industry; and yet the Rus ... 
sian winter is as long as the Canadian 'vin
ter. The communication of the Russians, 
by "\vater, vvith the rest of the \vorld is eut 
off, and that element confounded, as it 
were, ,vith the land, frotn the 27th of No
vember, to the 19th of April (upon an 
average calculation of 15 years), which is 
nearly five n1onths. N o'v vessels sorne
times leave Quebec as late as the begin
ning of Decen1ber, and arrive sometimes 
in the end of A pri], so that the Neva is as 
long shut upas the St. La,vrence; yet no
body ever doubts that Russia is a rising 
country, and may becon1e the most power

fui in Europe. 
It is worthy of ren1ark, and not a little 

surprising, that so large a river as the St. 
La\vrence, in latitude 47, should be shut 
up ,vith ice as soon, and continue as long 
shut up, as the comparatively small nver, 
the ~eva, in latitude 60. 



321 

Could the hus band1nan, the labourer, and 
aU those wh ose trade or profession in Canada 
lead them to \Vork in the open air, follow 
their occupations aH the year round, it cer
tainly would be of great advantage to the 
country, and to the people. At present, a 
great proportion of the people are o bliged 
to live twelve months on six months 'vork, 
·which implies their receiving double \vages. 
This is certain] y the case ; wages are very 
high; 4, 5, to 6s. a day are given, accord-. 
ing to the kind of work, and merit of the 
lvorkman. The idleness of their \vin ter life 
has other bad effects. It generates habits 
prejudicial to exertion ; so that, in summer 
even, they do not perform so much work 
as men \V ho are in habits of industry aU the 
year round. At the same ti1ne I must say, 
that the lo,ver classes in this country dress 
as well, and appear to live as comfortably, 
as the same classes of people do in any coun
try in Europe. 

y 
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LET'rER XXII. 

Quebec, 1808. 

I HAVE now, my _worthy friend, been a 
sojourner in Canada for a considerable 
length of time. If it is not a land abound
ing in all the luxuries and elegancies of ]ife, 
it undeniably is a land of peace and 

p1enty. 
My further experience bas enabled me 

to confirm the truth of the statements 1 
have already sent you, relative to the com
merce of Canada; and to verify the obser
vations I have ventured to make on the 
country, and its in habitants, in physical 

and moral points of vÏe\V. 
I did not imagine that my letters "rould 

have reached the extent they have clone. 
One thing leads on to another ; and it is diffi
éult to know ,vhere to stop. Perhaps you 
could have told 1ne very easily: be that as 
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it may, I must go on a little further. I 
have proceeded so far in dra,ving a portrait 

of Canada, that I should be sorry to omit 
any featurc which n1ight leave the resem
blance doubtful. It would be more cor
rect, were I to say the outlines of a por
trait, for it is devoid of colouring and of 
orna ment; y et I think it ·will be recognized 
by those who know the original. 

I have, in a former letter, made son1e 
remarks on the governn1ent of Canada; 
but I have not said any thing, either as to 
the precise nature of the constitution, or 
the exact boundaries of the country. Se .. 
veral points connected 'vith thcse objects 
demand attention, particularly the state of 
the pubJic mind, in so far as regards the 
connexion with, and dependance on, Great 

Britain. 
By the act of parlia1nent, passed in 

1791, it is enactcd, " That thcre shall be, 
'vi thin each of the provinces of Upper and 
Lower Canada, a legislative ·ouaci1, and 
bouse of assemhly, who, with the consent of 
the governor, appo1nted by the ~ ng, shaH 
have power to ma.~: e laws."-Bill:;, though · 
they have passed both the assen1bly and 
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the council, may, by the governor, be refer
recl to the king, and do not become laws 
till his assent is procured. 'iVhen the go
vernor assents for his Majesty, the bill be-

... con1es a law: but copies of such 1aws are 
sent home to the Secretary of State, and 
his 1\{ajesty n1ay declare his dissatisfaction 

at any time 'vi thin hvo years. 
The legislative council is to consist of 

not less than seven 1nembers for Upper 
Canada, and fifteen for Lower Canada, to 
be stnnmoned by the governor. The n1en1-
bers are to hold their seats for 1ife, unless 
forfeited by four years continued absence, 
or by s'vearing allegiance to sorne foreign 
po,ver. The king n1ay grant hereditary ti ... 
tles, by letters patent; 'vith a right of sit
ting as legislative counsellors. But this right 
of creating a Canadian nobility pas not as 

yet been exercised. 
The house of assernb1y is to consist of 

not less than sixteen 1nen1bers for U p .. 
'per Canada; and not less than fifty n1en1-
bers for Lower Canada; to be chosen by 
the freeholders in the several towns and 
counties. The tnembers for the counties are 
chosen by those who possess real pro-
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perty of the yearly value of 40s. The 
voters for the to-wns must possess a bouse, 
or land, of the yearly value of .51. sterling; 
or have been residents a year, and paid 
lOI. a year rent. The council and assen1-
bly are to be called together at least once 
a year; and every assen1bly is to continue 
four years, unless sooner dissolved, which 
it is in the po,ver of the governor to do, as 
soon, and as often, as he pleases. Every 
voter n1ust, if called upon, take an oath 
that he is qualified to vote according to 
law. The governors of the hvo provinces 
are perfectly independent of cach other in 
their civil capacity. In military affairs, 
the governor of Lo,ver Canada takes pre
cedence, as he is usually created Captain 
General of his Majesty's forces in North 
America. 

By an act passed in the parlian1ent of 
Great Britain, in the l8th year of his pre ... 
sent 1\tlajesty, intituled," An act for rernov-

, ing ali doubts and apprehensions concern
ing taxations by the parliarnent of Great 
Britain, in the colonies, provinces, and 
plantations in North An1erica, and the 
\V est Indies," &c. Parliament restrained 
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restrained itse]f for ever, frorn ituposing 
taxes or duties in the colonies, except for 
the regulation of trade; the prod uce of 
such taxes or duties to be disposed of by 

the provincial legislature. 
'Vhether the British governn1ent did 

right in giving Canada a provincial assem
bly, bas been frequently a subject of dis
cussion here. Much, of course, may be 
said on both sides : for my own part, I 
have no hesitation in saying, that, in my 

opinion, it was premature. 
An infant colony is sotnething like an 

infant ehild, and should be treated in the 
same manner. I t would be considered ex
tremely un,vise to put a very young man, 
of large fortune, in possession of his es
tates, and allow him to have the manage
ment of them. The most promising youth 
'vould not be trusted to such an extent: 
but if he 'vas known to possess strong pas
sions, and, instead of bei ng we11 grounded 
in his education, he bad been neglected,
his mind uncultivated, bad habits acquired, 
strong prejudices and antipathies against 
his guardians ·imbibed, with every wish to 
be troub]esome to them, every desire to 
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thro'v off their superintending care, and 
either to take the reins into his o'vn un
steady, feeble bands, or invite to his aid 
the greatest enemies the guardians have, 
'vou1d not the guardians be justly accused 
of acting a foolish part, 'vere they, not
'vithstanding all this, to put it in the power 
of the young n1an to accomplish his wishes 
either in who le or in part? 

This is precisel.v the case of the British 
governn1ent and Canada. T,he comparison 
I have made between the Canadians and 
an ignorant hcaùstrong youth, 'vill no 
clou bt be deen1ed by them highly Anti
Ca.nadian, yet I think it 'vill hold good in 
every point. 

'fhey will pretend to be indignant at 
the idea of the ir ha ving a wish to thro'v 
off the superintending care of Britain, and 
to give a preference to France; and I do 
believe that a great rnany of thern 'vould be 
sin cere in thcir indignation, be~ause prnden
tial considerations 1night predon1inate 'vith 
these; or they may have reasoned theln
selves into the conviction that any change 
must be for the 'vorse : but 1 'vould not 
do the great body of the people the in ... 
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justice to suppose, that they have not the 
1vish again to sec the French in Canada. 
l judge of them from 1nyself, and from wh at 
I conc~ive to be the necessary tendency of 
human nature. W ere Bonaparte and his 
Fren c hm en to get possession of Canada, or 
Nova Scotia, I do not believe that there is 
a British subject in either of these colonies, 
unbiassed by considerations relative to his 
o'vn personal emolument, vvho 'vould ever 
cease to wish for the return of their coun-

tryn1en. 
Children 'vould imbibe prepossessions 

ag~inst the French; they 'vould be ac
custolned to hear lamentations for the days 
that 'vere passed ; their young minds vvould 
be early Ïlnpressed 'vith the greatness and 
goodness of the British nation; prejudices 
and antipathies ·would take possession of 
the1n ; it is not in nature that it should be 
other,vise. 'Vere the English (as the 
French are now) the majority in this conn· 
try, 'vould the French put the government 
into their bands? Most assuredly not: the 
English 'vould not expect it; nor 'vould 
they expect to · have places of trust, of 
confidence, and of emolument. They 
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vou1d natura1ly say, the French cannot 

be b;atned ~}f preferiag theü· o'vn coun
trymen and h iend ;-it is a 1 effect of con
quest, and tl ough unpleasanttdus, must be 
endured., iilye many otherunpleasant effects 
of it. \Ve ha,Te the fullest protection for 
our persons and property, there Î:, no bar 
to our industry, no hinderance to us ÎI 

the exertion of our talents in every branch 
of trade; we enjoy the free exercise of our 
religion; we are elegible to all the offices un
der government, if 've have interest enough 
to get them; and, indeed, our not having 
it, is no great loss, as most of these situa
tions are not \vorth having; an industrious 
man with a certain degree of talent being 
al most al ways able to do better by his o·wn 
persona! exertions, in either cotnn1ercc, 
n1anufactures, or agriculture. In short,. 
·what have 've tCY complain of-that the 
French are richer than 've are-that they 
~re more con1mercial-that they are tnorc 
trusted by their countrymen than 've are?
Ought 've to complain of these things ?
Certain] y not. If \Ve have not capital, o~· 
industry, or knowledge, it is not their 
fault; t?ere is no bar to our acquiring th ose 



330 

things ; and as \Ve are the tnajority, our 
countrymen would certainly give us the 
preference both in purchases and sales, if 
they found their account in it. 

By thus changing sides with the Cana
dians, the argurnent appears in a stronger 
point of vie·w. I really do not see ·what 
they have to corn plain of; and y et they 
are very n1 uch dissatisfied. 

Their dissatisfaction has lately had 
vent through the n1ediurn of a newspaper 

edited at Quebec in the French language. 
I have taken notice of it in a previous let
ter. rfhey call it ~' Le Canadien." It 
affo ds to a certain class of the comrnunity 
a rnode of expressing their feelings, to 
'vhich they wish to give as extensive a cir
culation as possible. If one \vere reaiiy to 
bclicve that there are grounds for ail thathas 
appeared in this paper against the English, 
jt ·would be concluded tbat the Canadians 
are the 1nost oppressed people in the world. 

I have taken pains to find out if they 
have any real cause of complaint-if they 
are oppressed or n1altreated in any one 
\vay; but I have looked for it in vain. I 
haYe every wish to do them justice, and 
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would gladly state to you any circnn1stance 
to justify their apparent dissatisfaction; but 
really, I cannat fi nd any. I an1 afra id I 
1nust look for it only in their own tetnpers 
and dispositions, injluenced by the peculi

arity c;f their situation, as descendants of 
those who former] y bad entire possession of 
the country, and of its government, civil 
and military; and who feel sore at being 
deprived of any part of the inheritance of 

their fathers. 
Perhaps they are displeased that they 

have not a greater share of what are called 
the loaves and fishes; and I have hcard 
them express great displcasure at an Eng
lishtnan having received a pension on the 
Canada establishn1ent, or an increase of 

salary. 
As to the loaves and fishes, their dis-

content is extren1ely unrcasonablc; they 
expect a line of conduct from the English, 
that the English -would not experience fron1 
them, were situations changed; but the 
fact is, they hold a large share of the pub

lic employn1ents. 
As to pensions on their establishment, 

~heir displeasure on that account arises 
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from their not knowing the real state of 
. the finances and resource8 of the country. 
"fhc more pensions that are granted to En
glishrnen residing in Canada, the better 
for the country ; the province gains by it. 

The civil llst, including the 'vhole civil 
expenditure of the province of Lo·wer Ca
nada for 1806, an1ounted to Sti,~lSl. Ils. 

8d~. sterling; but of this sum the pt o ... 
vince paid on1y l6,227l 14s. Od-}. as ap
pean; by the accoun ts laid be fore the li ouse 
of Assembly; the 1emainder 'vas paid out 
of the military chest, fron1 funds ra:sed by 
draughts on the British government. N O\V 

as Britain already pays more than the half 
of the civil list, it is evident that every 
pension added to this list is paid by the 
British governn1ent. Every additional pen-

. sion operates in the same 'vay that an 
additional regiment sent to the country 
does; and I dou bt not th at the Canadians 
are '\vell a'vare, that, independent of de
fence, the more troops that are sent to the 
country the better.; the demand for the 
fruits of their industry is increased. 

1 t is to be regretted th at th ose amongst 
the Canadians 'v ho are looked u p to by 
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their countrymen, and whose opinions pass 
cu1-rent un der the idea of their having been 
fonnedafterduedeliberation,and after hav
ing weil studied the n1atter, should be so 
negligent of their duty to their country
men, as to publish opinions, and make as
sertions not well founded, and 'vithout 
having duly considered and 'vell under
stood the subject; such men do great in
jury to society. If any discontent exists 
in the country, any id~a of oppression, or 
mal-administration in government, such 
men are the cause of it. 

I t certain] y is a possible case, th at " Le 
Canadien" is connected with French poli
tics, either directly or indirectly; either by 
agents of Bonaparte, or by agents of the 
French party in An1erica. 'The agents of 
France have becn detected in almost every 
nation on earth. They have been detected 
in Ireland, and they infest every court on 
the continent of Europe. They have spread 
over Persia, and the peninsula of lndia. 
'They have been very successful in the 
United States. Is it then to be thought .. 
that Canada alone, ·where circumstances 
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are so favourable to their exertions, should 
be exempted fron1 their attacks ? 

The great mass of the people are 
quiet and inoffensive. If left to them
selves they 'vould be troublesome to no 
body; and notwithstanding their natural 
predilection for the French (nos pauvres 
gens, our poor people, as they still call 
them), I believe, that at present any order 
from our government 'vould be as much 
attended to in Canada, as in Britain. 

It is true, the government has sorne
times atten1pted measures which have 
failed. But this, perhaps, arose from 'vant 
of perseverance on the part of government; 
or fro1n their not adopting means adequate 
to the end in view. Amongst other mea
sures 'vhich have failed, 1 could mention 
the introduction of the English language 
into the country. As this is a very in1por
tant point, I shall make it the subject of 

another letter. 
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LETrER XXIII. 

Quebec, 1805. 

AT the time of the conquest, forty years 
ago, Canada contained such a mere band
fui of people, that it would have been no 
àifficult matter to have introduced the 
English language very generally, in the 
tow·ns at least. Sorne steps have been 
taken for that purpose from tin1e to tin1e, 
but have failed of success, from 1vant of 
energy on the part of government. Eng
lish schools have heen esta blished in son1e 
parts of the country, but few, or none, of 
the Canadians have ever sent their children 
to them. 

Government, from the beginning, in
stead of shewing a decided preference to 
the ir o\vn language, adopted a tem porising 
sy~tem, wk~ch left the Canadians 'vithout a 
mo ti veto learn English. Had the kno,vledge 
of t 1e Engli:)h language al ways been held 
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out asa recon11nendati<;>n tofavour,anda pre• 
ference given on that account, ,:rhere other 
qualifications 'vere eq ual-had English 
alone prevailed in the courts of justice, and 
in all departments of state, and public of
fices; it is highly probable that it would 
bave been the general language of the coun-
try at the present moment : at least, it 
would have become a necessary part of the 
education of the better sort of people; as 
they could not have appeared at the go
ïVernor's 'vithout it, nor have ha.d any thing 
to say, either in the provincial parliament, 
or courts of justice. Had the leading n1en 
of the country been Englified, their influ~ ,. 
ence 'vould have been felt by the Io·wer 
classes; and you might now, in a great 
measure, have had a colony of Englishmen, 
instead of Frenchmen. I may be told that 
language is only sound, and that a man 
may have good principles, ,vhatever lan
guage he speaks. AH that may be very 
true; but I den y that the descendants of 
Frenchn1en, retaining the French language, 
n1anners, and customs, and coilstantly talk
ing of the :French as their ~~rogenitors, 
can ever be good British subjects, or enter 
beartily into her interests. The French-
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111an's anzor patrice is not easily rooted out; 
nay, nor any other n1an,s amor patrice. It 
can only be done by giving a proper direc
tion to the minds of young people; to ac ... 
complish which not the lcast pains are 
taken in Canada. 

It seen1s higb1y expedient, and decidedly 
for the ad van tage of the Canadians them
seh·es, that the English language should be 
universally prevalent in Canada. In tnak
ing this assertio.1, I atn a\vare that I am 
fiying in the face of the opinions of the 
Canadians -opÏtlÎons strongly supported 
by all those passions and prejudices so na
tural to humanity. I do not grea tl y hl ame 
the1n. vVe ali have opinions and preju
dices, of which 've cannot easi1y get the 
better; and v1hich, indeed, like the Cana
dians in the present case, v;e are at no great 
pains to conquer. But this does not alter 
their nature ; they still are wrong. Could 
the Canadians 1eave their minds open to 
conviction, 1 think they ·wou1d scarce1y be 
able to continue opposed to the conclusions 
I shall a \~l. 

Canada is becotne a part of the British 
empire, and the more closely it is connectee! 

z 
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vith the body of tl1e e1n pire, the better for 
the 'vhole. It is acknowledged universally, 
that the strength of a who le is increased by 
the union of the parts. If the j unction of the 
branch to the trunk is defective, if a frac
ture exists, the nourishn1ent given is check
cd-the advantages n1utually received are 
'veakened. rrlüs has ever been considered 
an axion1 both in the natural and political 
world. Every impedùnent to a close con
nexion between Britain and Canada ought 
to be removed or avoided, in order that they 
may fully enjoy aU the benefits arising 
from their connexion. I, for my own part, 
have no doubt that the English language not 
being the language of Canada, is an impe
eliment of this sort. Did the Canadians 
speak the Gern1an language, the Italian, or 
any other lang 1age, the effect ·woul~ be the 
same. I do not 1nean to enter into any vie'v 
of the comparative value of the French and 
English languages; but one thing I will 
venture to say, 'v hi ch is, th at the English is 
the language ·which the Canadians would 
find the most useful; and I think 1 can 
prove it to their satisfaction. 

1 know weil that it is generally said that 
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the French is the language 1nost generally 
known; and that ail the world speak 
French. These observations are far from 
being litera li y true. No doubt, most gen
tletnen, who have had a liberal education, 
know the French language; and you occa
sionally fi nd son1e 'v ho speak it pretty 'vell: 
but these are not the people with \vhonl the 
Canadians are likely to be principally con
nected. Canada rnust, in tin1e, becon1e a 
great, populous, and trading country. Na
ture bas given a great facility to 1nercan- ~ 

tile intercourse; the large lakes and ri vers 
open up a vast extent of country; and they 
'vill infallibly be surrounded by a people 
who speak Englislz. The Canadians (of Lower 

Canada, to 'v hom I beg leave to be under
stood to refer,) ought to recollect, that Ca
nada forms a part of America; and that the 
language of An1erica is English, and ever 
will be English. This too is the case \vith 
Upper Canada; a circun1stance which they 
ought not to overlook. I also take upon 
me to assert, that no language on earth is 
so generally and universally spoken, both as 
to the extent of the countries 'vhich use it, 
and the number of their inhabitants. This 
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111ay be thougbt a bold assertion, but it is 

true. 
English is the language not only of the 

British islands, but it is the language of the 
z~hole etetent of· America, fron1. the frozen 
ocean to the gulf of Mexico. It is the lan
guage of a great part of the TVest Indies; 

it is the language of government, and mer
cantile men in the 'vhole extent of the 
East Indics, a country as large as Europe; 
not to mention its being the language of 
N e'v IIoHand, (an in1n1ense continent of it
self;) and of the Cape of Good I-Iope, and 
many other British settlen1ents: and, next 
to their own, it is the language genera11y 
used by mercantile n1en and sea1nen in 
Sweden, Dentnark, N onvay, and the Rus
sian en1pirc: so that the English language 
may be said to be at present even, but 'vill 
n1ost assuredly, in the course of time, be 
the most universal of aH languages. 

'Vhat the Canadians ought principa11y 
to regard is, that they must infallibly be 
surrounded by people who speak English, 
'vith "rhom it is their destiny to buy and 
sell, to traffic, and treat. They cannot 
tu rn to the right band nor to the left 'vith ... 
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out being spoken to in Engli sh. If they 
go into Upper Canada, there they n1eet it; 
if they pass the bounds of the Seigneuries, 
in Lower Canada, again they find the 'vant 
of the English language. It presses npon 
them on all sides ; so that, on this account 
a1one, it is evident1y the interest of the Ca
nadians to learn English ; not to 1nention 
how much it is their duty a1so to learn the 
language of the head, and executive part 
of the government. And let me remark, 
that those should be convincing argun1ents 
'vhich she'v us that both our interest and 
duty are oonnected 'vith conviction. 

It is not in these different points of 
view alone, in which it is the interest of the 
Canadians to encourage, in their young 
people, a kno,vledge of English: they 
ought to look a little into futurity; their 
neighbours are n1ore advanced in useful 
improven1ents than they are; and although 
tlzeir parents haYe not clone them justice, 
by putting it in their power to derive every 
advantage frorn their situation 'vhich it can 

yield, they ought not to retaliate on their 
children, by keeping them in equal igno
rance. I-Io'v can they profit fro1n the ex· 
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perience of their neighbours, if from an 
ignorance of language they cannat com
municate their ideas to each other ? 

It certainly is surprising that the Bri
tish government 4ave paid so little atten
tion to. this point. So long as there is 
peace in Canada, the language ( to Britain 
at least) is of less consequence; but, in 
case of war 'vith America (which is at all 
events a possible case), the speaking French, 
and French only, must . be a bar to the 
Canadians co-opera ting with British troops, 
or acting 'vith effect under the command of 
a British officer. In this vie'v of the case, 
the conduct of out governors bas, 1 think, 
been con rary to every principle of corn

mon sense and prudence. 
In Lo,ver Canada there are about 60,000 

1nilitia. They are n1ustered at stated pe
riods ; and in the towns, they are clothed 
and armed, and have learned the business 
of so1diers so 'vell, that they are fit to be 
brigaded 'vith the troops of the line. One 
'vould natura11y have supposed, that the 
Canadians and the English would have been 
mixed together, and taught their exercise 
in English, so as to do away, as much as 
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possible, the distinction of nations; and 
that they might aH be in the habit of obey
ing a Bhtish officer, and acting under Bri
tish comn1and. Precisely the reverse of aU 
this bas taken place. The Eng1ish and 
Canadians are divided into separate corps. 
The Canadians are çfficered b y the ir O\Vn 

people; taught their exercise in Frçnch; and 
forn1 a perfectl y .distinct body from the 
Ehglish. If brigaded with Eng1ish troops, 
they could not understand the \Yord of 
command, nor act 'vith effect. In short, . 
if the govcrnor of Canada had intended to 
make them fit materials for Bonaparte to 
use against us, h~ could not have resorted 
to a better plan than 'vhat has been adopt
ed here: upon ·this point aU the \vorld 
cry out; indeed it seems so absurd, it is 

hardly credible. 
There seems to be no doubt, that go-

vernment, by a te1nperate and steady ap
plication of the influence and po,vers they 
possess, migbt long ere no'v have made 
English the prevailing language in the to,vns 
at least, and probably arnongstthe leading 
people in every part of the country; and 1 
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haYe no doubt that by the same means it 
.may still be doue. 

It is supposed (and I believe not with
out good grounds ), th at the prin ci pal check 
to the prevalence of the English language 
is, that the clergy sileutly oppose it. An 
attPm pt should be made either to induce 
then1 to second the 'vishes of governn1ent, 
or at least to remain neuter. The n1ost ef
fectuai means of doing so would be to abo
lish tythes, and pay the clergy a fixed salary 
out of the public purse. It would be a yery 
easy matter to raise a fu nd for this purpose. 
The abolition of tythes \Vould be attended 
'vith a great n1any advantages, agricultu
ra], as weil as political. It is an event grea tl y 
wished for, I believe, in England: there, 
ho,vever, n1any obstacles present them
selves, 'vhich do notexist here; and I doubt 
not that it 'vould be so popular a rneasure, 
thattheclergy, with all theirinfluence,could 
11ot oppose Jt. lndeed, it is a 1natter of sorne 
doubt wh('ther they \Vou]d not thernselves 
prefer a sun1 certain,-paid at once, to 
the vexations operation of coHecting tythes 
from a hundred hands. 
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If ·we take a vie'v of the increase of po

pulation in Upper and Lower Canada for 
sorne years past .. "re shall see tbat the in .. 
crease of thosc speaking English las been 
1nuch greater, in proportion to tlœ original 
stock, th an of th ose speaking Frene h ; so 
tbat, in tin1e, these 'vill be left in the mi

nority. 'fhts alises ftom the great influx 
of people from Europe, and from the 
United States, who generally prefer set ... 
t1ing eitber in Upper Canada .. or in the 
Townships of Lo,ver Canada, \vhere land is 
more easily procured, and the tenures bet
ter understood. That you may cotnpletely 
understand the distinction of tenures .. it 
may be necessary to explain to yon h<HV 

lands are granted and held in Canada; this 

J shaH attempt to do ill my ne:xt letter. 
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LETTER XXIV. 

Quebec, 1 SOS. 

AT the conquest of this country by the 
English, the Canadians 'vere allo,ved to 
retain their priva te property, as well real 
as personal ; and as they were afterwards 
indulged ,vith their o'vn la,vs, the lands 
continued to be be1d by the old French 

tenures. 
AU the land on both sides of the river 

St. Lawrence from the gulf, up to the 
boundary of Lo,ver Canada, about thirty 
miles above Montreal, was granted by the 
French king to certain individu~ls, 'vho 
became seigneurs, or lords of the territory. 
The tenure 'vas of a f'euclal natu1'·e : they 
held immr-cliately of the king en fief or 
en roture, and rendered hin1 foi et hom
mage (feal ty and ho mage) on their acces
sion to the property ; on a transfer of the 
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seigneurie, they pa y a fifth part of the value, 
called the Quints. This is still the case; 
it is paid to the receiver-general, ,v ho gives 
y ou a recei pt on y our title, and puts y ou 
. . 1n possession. 

Thesc seigneuries are large tracts of 
country, and they have from ti me tq 
time been conceded by the seigneurs in a 
variety of lots to those ,vho 1night 'vant 
to settle on, and improve the1n. These 
grants or concessions are a1so of a feudal 
I]ature; the gran tees are the vassals of 
their lord. There is seldom any considera
tion given at first, but they are bound to 
pay a small sun1, gênerally about 5s. a 
year, besicles a bush el of 'v beat, and a 
couple of fowls in nan1e of rent. They 
also pa y lots et vanis (mutation fines) on 
every subsequent transfer of the property, 
by sale, or by long lease, called Bail am
pheteotiq ue. They are to pcrform certain 
annual services to their lord, and they 
must carry to his mill all the corn they 
·wish to have ground, of which he retains 
a fourteenth part, as Jnoutul'e, or nliller's 

fee. 
Since the English have had possess1ou 
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of the Canadas, the 'vho1e of Lo,ver Ca
nada not before granted to seigneurs bas 
been surveyed by governn1ent, and divided 
into to,vnships. These to,vnships are about 
ten miles square, and have been granted 
to a variety of individuals, 'vho have bad 
influence enough ·with governn1ent to pro
cure thern. They are held by the English 
tenure of free and common soccage. 

The Quebec act (1791) declares- that 
nothing therein contained shaH extend to 
lands held in free and common soccage ; 

bence it bas been argued that the old laws 
of Canada do not reach such lands: many 
are still of opinion, however, that the Ca
nadian ]a,vs, and common Canadian mort
gages in particular, do cxtend to the 
to,vnships. It is a point on which the 
learned in the la'v differ, and I ·will not 
pretend to decide it. 

The original grantees of the to,vnships 
are bound by their titlcs to haYe a certain 
number of settlers on their lands in a 
given time. No 1nention is n1ade 'v hat 
sort of people these are to be ; and as the 
Americans have in many places cultivated 
their lançls up to the Canadian line of 
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boundary, the to\vnships lie very conve• 
nient for them; accordingly, immense num
bers of Americans (about 1.5,000 I have 
heard) have settled on the to\vnships, and 
continue to do so. It may be proper here 
to trace the linc of boundary betwcen the 
United States and Canada. 

rrhe boundaries of Canada are very ill 
defined on the side of the United States.
They have been the subject of much dif ... 
ference of opinion, and of a great deal of 
unpleasant discussion, fron1 the tÏlne of the 
declaration of American independence, up 
to the present day. In the discussions on 
this subject, in a diplomatie point of vie\v, 
the An1ericans have uniforn1ly had the ad· 
vanta ge of us; and that from many causes. 
'rheir local kno\vledge 'vas perfect; they 
had the n1ost 1ninute infonnation as to 
the value of the territory in aU its dif
ferent bearings; and tLey kne'v ho'v 
to estimate the importarce of territory, 
and the use of rivers ; for they looked 
forward to the period 'vhen tracts of coun
try, though then covered \Vith almost im
penetrable forests, should be cleared and 
become populous districts. The short space 
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of tirne in which this bas happened, she,vs 
ho\v correct they 'vere in their vie,vs ; 
and leavcs us no alternative, but to regret 
that our comn1iss-toners should have been 
so easily persuaded to extend the line of 
boundary in the manner they did. 

The second article of the definitive treaty 
of peace runs thus :-" And that all dis

" putes 'vhich 1night arise in future on the 
" subject of the boundaries of the United 
" States n1ay be preventcd, it is hereby 

~ " agreed and declared that the follo·wing 
'' are, and shaH be, the boundaries, viz. 
" fron1 the north-,vest angle of Nova Scotia, 

" -viz. that angle 'vhich is formed by a line · 
"- dra,vn due north, frorn the source of St. 
" Croix river, to the highlands; along the 
" said highlands, 'vhich divide those rivers 
" 'vhich empty then1selvcs into the river St. 
" La,vrence, from those ·which faU into the 
" Atlantic Ocean, to the north,vesternnlost 
" head of Connecticut river; thence clown 
" along the middle of that river to the 45th 
" degree of north latitude; frorn thence by 
" a line due 'vest on said latitude~ until it 
" strikes the river l1·oquois, or Cataraguy; 
" thence alon~ the middle of the said river 
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" into lake Ontario, through the n1iddle of 
" said lake, until it strikeR the communi
" cation by water between that lake and 
" lake Erie; thence along the middle of 
" said communication into lake Erie; 
" through the middle of said lake, until it 
'' arrives at the 'vater communication be
" bveen that lake and lake Huron; thence 
" along· the middle of the said \Va ter corn
" munication into the lake Huro~; thence 
" through the middle of the said lake to 
" the lvater cotnmunication between that 
" lake and lake Superior; thence through 
" lake Superior north,vards of the Isles 
" Royales and Phili peaux to the long lake; 
" thence through the middle of the said 
" long lake, and the \vater communication 
" between it and the lake of the Woods, 
" to the sa id lake of the \:V oods ; thence 
~' through the said lake to the most north
"'' western point thereof, and from thence 
'~ on a due 'vest course to the river Missis
" sippi; thence by aline to be dra,vn along 
' the middle of the said tiver Mississippi, 

" until it shaH intersect the northernmost 
" part of th~ 31st degree of north latitude; 
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"south, by a line to be drawn due east, 
" from the determination of the line last 
" n1entioned, in the latitude of 31 degrees 
" north of the equator, to the middle of 
" the river Apalachicola, or Catahoutche; 
" thcnce along the middle thereof, to its 
"junction 'vith the flint river; thence 
" straight to the head of St. Mary's river, 
" and thence do,vn along the middle of St. 
" 1\fary's river to the Atlantic Ocean; east, 
" by a line to be dra,vn along the 1niddle 
" of the river St. Croix, from its n1outh in 
" the Bay of Fundy, toits source, and from 
" its source directly north to the aforesaid 
" highlands, which divide the rivers 'vhich 

<.,_.) 

" fall into the Atlantic Ocean, from those 
" ·which fall into the river St. Lawrence, 
" comprehending ail islands 'vithin twenty 
" leagues of an y part of the shore of the 
" United States, and lying between lines, 
" to be dra,vn due east from ~he points 
" 'vhere the aforesaid boundaries between 
" Nova Scotia on the one part, and East 
" Florida on the other, shall respectively 
" touch the Bay of Fundy and the Atlan
" tic Ocean, excepting such islands as now 
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" are, or he1'eto[ore have been, U'ithin the 
" limits of the sa id province of l\T ova 
" Scotia." 

Doubts arose as to the true river St.. 
Croix, anrl commissioners were applied to 
by both govcrnments to ascertain it, 'vhich 
\vas clone accordingly. The report is dated 
25th of October, 1798. 

The river St. Croix discharges itselfinto 
Passamaquoddy bay, in the bay of Fundy, 
latitude 45 degrees, 5 nlÎnutes, 5 seconds, 
north--longitude 67 degrees, 12 n1inutes, 
SO seconds, "~est. 

'rhere are sevcral islands in the bay of 
Passamaquoddy., which have been claimed 
by the Americans, but to which they have 
no right, as they have ever been considered 
\vi thin the limits of the province of Nova 
Scotia; and it is to be hoped, that govern
ment 'vill not yield a point 'vhich seems to 
be thought of considerable importance to 
N e\V Brunswick, frequent representations 
having been made from New Brunswick on 
the suhject, to 'vhich we trust proper at
tention will now be paid *. 

* See Appendix, in which sorne of these represertta· 
tions are insertecl. 

AA 
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In the late treaty 'vith A1nerica (nego
ciatcd 'vith Lord !-lolland), 'vhich vas re .. 
jected by the president, very little altera .. 
tion 'vas made in those articles of the for
nler treaty, which 'vere tnost found faul~ 
'vith. It appears very extraordinary, that 
the Americans should see cause to 1·eject 
the treaty, and that we should see cause to 

r<joice that they had done so ; yet, I will 
Yenture to affirm, that no one, who is ac
quainted 'vith th~ commercial relations be .. 
tween the United States and our American 
provinces, 'vill hesitate to say, that he con .. 
ceives it fortunate th t the late treaty 'vas 

rejr.cted. 
On the tennination of the An1erican 

'var, it appears to have been the intention 
.of government to make the river Ponob
scot, in the district of Main, the bou!ldary 
line of the two countries. .A.t that tirne, 
there were no settlen1ents to the eastward 
of that river. U nfortunately, the English 
commissioners (probab1y from not being 
personally acquainted with the country, 
and not being sufficiently instructed on the 

point, or, from being over persuaded by 
the A1nericans ), abandoned that l.ine of 
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boundary \Vbich was c}ear and \Vell defined, 
and adopted the river St. C1·oix, which has 
produced so much dissension and discus .. 
sion. The map clearly shews, thCJt the Po
nobscot was the preferable boundary, in 
every sense of the word; and \Ve have only 
now to regret the passiveness, and neglect 
of British intercsts~ which our commissi
oner displayed on that point. It is equally 
conspicuous in his consenting that a line, 
dra,vn due north from the source of the ri-
·er St. Croix, to the highlands, should be 

the boundary; without ascertaining how far 
that line would be convenient and proper 
in its whole course. In fact, it has turned 
out quite the reverse; because t~e commu
nication oetween Canada and New Bruns
:wick is con1pletely eut off by it-the route 
for many nüles passing through American 
territory. This ought to have been looked 
into, and the line, instead of going direct) y 
north to the Mountains, ought to have 
turned to the 'vest\vard, so as to allo,v a 
free communication between N e1v Bruns
wick and Canada, along the only route 
practicable and convenient, viz. by the ri
ver St. John, and the lake Timiskuata.-
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This circun1stance is not generally known j 
but ministers ought to attend to it, and re• 
medy it, if possible; for, in case of any 
disturbance with the Americans, it n1ay be 
of very great consequence to preserve a 
communication between N e'v Brunswick 
and Canada. Even no,v, the regular post 
for the conveyance of mails and dispatches 
from Nova Scotia to Canada, passing 
through a part of the American territory, 
is liable to be stopped by that govern1nent, 
either from poli ti cal mo ti v es, or from any 

other cause. 
The route, at present, fron1 Ne\v Bruns-

'vick to Canada, is up the river St. John, 
in the bay of Fundy, through the 'voods 
to,vards the river St. Lawrence. From St. 
John's to Frederic 'Town,. the distance is 
90 miles; from thence, to the grand falls, 
180 miles; fron1 thence, to the settlen1ent 
·of kladawaska, 45 miles; frorn thence, to 
the source of the river St. John, the lake 
Timiskuata, 45 nüles; from thence, cross 
a portage, or tract, in a very rugged coun
try, to the Riviere des Caps, in the St. La,v
rence, 56 miles. 'rhis last part of the jour
ney tn ust be perfonncd on foot, the re he-
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ing no re gu] ar forn1ed road; the previous part 
of the journey can be perforn1ed in canoes. 
From the Riviere des Caps to Quebec, the 
di~tance is 121 miles; there is a good car· 
riage road, and you can travel post. 

In many cases, the making a ridge of 
mountains a boundary betwixt two coun .. 
tries, 1nay be very distinct and 'vell de .. 
fined ; such as tl1e Pyrenees, for i1 stance, 
where the course of the n1ountains is con
tinued in one undivided chain; the ground, 
the \Vater of which runs into France, be
longs to France; and the grou nd, the 'va
ter of which runs into Spain, belongs to 
Spain : but the highlands, mentioned in 

the American treaty, are, fron1 every thing 
I can learn, neither so boldly n1arked, nor 
continued in that undivided 1nanner, so as 
to make them a boundary sufficiently dis .. 
tinct. Such as they are, bo,vevcr, we must 
abide by them ; and it is ever to be regret
ted, that, since that principle was adopted 
in one part of the line, it should not have 
been adopted in another, viz. the borders 
of Lake Champlain, which discharges it
self into the river St. Lawrence, and natu-

e· ' ralJy belongs to Canada. 
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Had the north side of the V ermont 
mountains, and the lake, as high as Skeens .. 
boro. or even Crown Point, been included 
in Canada (and which, I have been assured, 
v;ould have been granted had it been in· 
sisted upon), the advantage to Canada no'v 
'vould have been very great; and if, in
stead of the line 45, the line of houndary 
bad run fro1n Skeensboro, or even Crown 
Point, due west, it would have included 
the 'vhole river St. La,vrence to Lake On
tario, and rendered the river infini tel y more 
valuable to Canada . . At present, it is a line 
of boundary for a considerable 'vay, and 
would, in case of ·war, be of 110 use to 

either party. 
The distance from the mou th of the ri

ver St. Croix, to the termin~tion of the 1ine 
north, in the highlq.nds, separating the 'va
ters which run into the St. Lawrence, from 
those \vhich run jnto the Atlantic, is fron~ 
3 to 400 miles; from thence, south-,vest, 
along the line qf highlands (for the Ame
r,ican geographers have laid down a very 
pretty chai~ of mountains in the very 
course they cquld wisP. them tQ be)., to 

wh~re the ÇÇ>nnecticut ri-çer crosses the :P"'-
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nllel 45, the distance is about 400 miles ; 
fi~om thence, the parallel 45 crosses the 
lott'e1· end of Lake Champlain, and cornes 
to the St. Lawrence a little above Lake St. 
Francis, a distance of about 150 tniles; so 
that there is a line of boundary of fron1 
900 to 1000 miles between _Lower Canada, 
Ne,v Brunwick, and the United States. 
'fhe line which separates Upper Canada 
from the United States is continued from 
the parallel 45, up the St. La,vrence, 
through the Lakes Ontario, Erie, Huron, 
Lake Superior, Lake of the 'Voods, and so 
on to the north-,vest, through an imtnense 
extent of c.ountry, known only to the In
dians, 'vho ·wander through it, and to the 
North-west Cornpany, .. who go to trade with 
them. 

lt is particularly 'vell known to Sir 
Alexander Mackenzie, who, "·"ith a lauda
ble ambition for discovcries, and a bold 
and 1nanly line of conduct, accomplished 
in 1793 a journey to the Pacifie Ocean, 
over a country that had never been trod- · 
den by the foot of a European. By this 
journey, and another which he 1nade to the 
N orthern Ocean, he ascertainecl two very 
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important points, viz. the practicability of 
opening an overland trade with the shores 
of the Pacifie, and from thence with China, 
and with In dia; and the in1 possibility ofthere 
being any north-west passage from Europe 
to China, by the N orthern Ocean. 

The line of boundary behveen Lower 

Canada, and the United States, 'vould, in 
case of a war, at tract much attention. Al .. 
though it is extensive, there are, cornpara

tively, few places where an army could en
ter. The greatest part of the country 
through which the river St. John runs, is 
a continued forest, and in1passable ; and 
the country to the north of the highlands, 
from thence as high up as Quebec, except 
near the St. Lawrence, is pretty n1uch in 
the same state, 'vithout any thing like a 
road, till you get as high as the river Cllau

dit.re, \vhich falls into the St. Lawrence a 
little above Que bec. lt rises about ahun~ 
dred miles up the country, in the highlands, 
forming the li ne of boundary. A raad is 
formed up this river for a considerable part 
of its course; but, I believe, it is not con· 
tinued qui te through; the townships in it& 
course, not being ali settled~ 
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The banks of the St. La,vrence, from tl1e 
lo\vest settle1nent, up to this river, arc not 
cultivated backwards to a great distance, 
seldom above lü or 15 miles, in a direct line 
from the river. The distance of the An1eri
can line, frotn the river St. La,vrf'nce, is not 
'vell ascertained ; it n1ust vary, èlS tl.1e high
lands advance or nctde; up< nan aYe

age, it is probably about 50 to GO miles. 
)Vhen you get as high as tl c ri,~cr Chc-ni
diere, the highlands re ire t< J\\'ards tl.1e 
south, leaving a country between t Len1 and 

the St. Lawrence of t ... e br adth ot u~'ar a 
hundred n1i1es. It contracts again a~ it 

approachcs the St. l,awrence 01 tbc p<·t~ 1-

lel 45. ln this tract of country ·re_ tLe 

$OUt hern tou·nships of Canada; they run 
behind the Seigneurifs the whole way ron 
Bique, 150 miles below Quebec, to tl.e 
ternünation of the pa ra llel 45 in tLe ~-· t. 

l.Jawrence, upwards of 200 ruiles abu 'e 
Quebec; but tbey lie principa y hètween 

the river Chaudtere and t11c ri ·et C11att1 )lie. 

'fhe Seigneuries do not · u get f'ral rc~ccde 

frotn the river ab lYe cigbt or teit 1nil ·s. ln 

~he country back\\ t: ·1 ·. as f·tr as Lhe .~:\u c-
rican line, arc found tl e t w sl 1 ps. 
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In each to·wnship, the crown, when it 

makes a grant, reserves one-seventh for 
future disposai, and one-seventh for the 
future support of the protestant clergy.- . 
The crown reserves also the right of cutting 
wood fit for ship-building. 

Besicles the road on the river Chau
diere, there is another on the river Ya
maska, about a hundred miles further up. 
This river discharges itself into that part of 
the St. La,vrence called Lake St. Peter's. 

A third road, a little further to the 
west, cornes front Burlington, on the east 
side of Lake Champlain, and down the 
river Chamblie. 

A fourth road con1es in fro1n the state 
of New York, by Odlesto,vn to La prairie, 
oppositeMontreal, 

Besicles these roads, there may bave 
been sorne opened very lately, and per
haps there may be a few tracks,known only 
to the natives, which, in case of 'var, n1ight 
be serviceable to Americans, though they 
would not be so to British soldiers. An 
American is at hon1e in the ·woods, and 
could easily find his 'vay, and live, '"here 
an .Englishman would lose himself and dieo 
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The unfortunate soldiers, 'v ho atten1 pt to 
desert fron1 Que bec by the Chaudiere road, 
find the impossibility of passing through 
'voods 'vith 'vhich they are unacquainted. 
'rhey, .aln1ost without one instance to the 
contrary, are brought back, after having 
delivered them selves u p to sorne of the 
country people, to be conducted to Que
bec. 

If ·we should unfortunately go to 'var 
'vith America, the less our troops are in 
the 'voods the better. I am not qualified 
to give an opinion as to the best manner 
of defending Canada. In case of an at- _ 
tack, every thing that soldiers can do, 'vill 
be doue ; for the troops are kept in excel
lent order, and in good spirits. I should 
suppose that Upper Canada is more vulne
rable thau Lower Canada. It not only has 
po strong holds, but as the line of boun
dary runs through the lakcs, boats might 
be prepared:- and troops might be c~rried 
over in a:qy nun1 bers, and landed at any 

given point, unless they were obstructed by 
our navy; for on those lakes 've have a 
na v y, 'vhich rides a~ triurnphant as that of · 
the ocean. During the A1nerican 'var 've 
had several ~rlJled shi ps on the lakes, and 
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~ven now 've have a few, with a regular 
establishment of officers. 

I do not kno'v if it 'vas the intention of 
government that Americans should be al-. 
lo·wed to settle in the to\vnshi ps. 'Vhether 
it is sound policy or not, is a question 
which bas been much agitated here; and 
it certainly involves many difficu1ties. In 
one point of vie'v the An1ericans are pre
ferable to any other people, because there 
are no people 'vho so 'vell understand the 
business of clearing a ne'v country, and 
n1aking it productive. They are active, in
dustrious, hardy, and enterprising, to a 
degree, that is scarcely to be credited, tiU 
ocular demonstration con vinees you of the 
fa.ct. In these points, the Canadians are 
not to be co1npared to the1n; nor are any 
of the emigrants fron1 Europe by any means 
so ya]uable. In short, the An1erican, wheJlJ 

. he makes a pitch (as they term it, when they 
tnake an establishment in the woods) is 
quite at horne, and follo,ving the profes"'! 
sion he bas been habituated to from his 
infancy. 'fhe emigrant from .Europe bas 
every thing to learn; and; besicles that, he 
bas to unlearn ail his European habits. 

Therecan be no doubt, that the grea.ter 



365 

the nurnber of inhabitants such a country 
as Canada possesses, the greater 'vill be the 
amount of its productions, and the better 
market will it be for the manufactures of 
the mother country. The more industri
ous and en terprising the people are, the 
better; because over and above their O\Vn 

\Vants, a large surplus produce 'vill be 
found for exportation, ra ising therebya fund 
to pay for manufactures imported. It is 
this 'vhich 'vill make Canada of conse
quence toBritain; and the 1nostexpeditious 
n1ethod of bringing about such an end 
\Vould naturally be adopted, were there no 
poli tic al considerations to be attended to; 
but Britain, in order to increase the pro
cl uctions of Canada, and open a larger mar
ket for her manufactures, n1ust not adopt 
1neans which \Votlld have a tendency to de
prive her of the country altogether. 

Canada is a desirable country for emi-
. grants, particularly the south-vrest parts of 
it, where the clin1ate is moderate, as is the 
case in ·upper Canada. In fact, popula
tion increases fast both in Upper and 
Lo,ver Canada, as you may \vell be con
vinced of, since, in the course of little 
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more than fort y ycars, the increase bas been 
from 75,600 to 300,000, which is nearly 
doubling every 20 years. 

Govern1nent have not hitherto inter
fered with the proprietors of the Seigneu
ries and to,vnships; they have been suffered 
to dispose of their lands in any way they 
thought proper, and to any people they 
chose, whatever their principles, religions 
or poli ti cal, n1ight be; and 'vhatever coun
try they might come fron1. 

Sin ce the commencement of the present 
misunderstanding 'vith the United States, 
some doubts have arisen as to the propriety 
and policy of allowing so 1nany An1ericans 
to come into Canada, and particularly to 
giving them tracts of land on the back of 
the townships, contigu~us to their o'vn 
boundaries. It seems more advisable to 
confine then1 to the neigh bourhood of t.!1se 
Seigneuries, where they ,vould be more un
der the eye of government, and the cogni
zance of the la \V. 

There exists rrmongst the old Canadians 
a strong prejudice against the Americans; 
they are jealous of their increasing num
bers in Canada; they ha te them most cor-
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dially : indeed, that is not surpns1ng, fo 
they have, from the first establishment of 
the colony, been almost constantly in a 
state of 'varfare. Les sacra Bostonois, is 
the usual epithet for aU Americans, from 
whatever part of the country they may 
come. lt is not the old Canadians alone 
who have imbibed prejudices against the 
Americans; the British seem to have 
caught the infection, for which, indeed, 
they are a good deal predisposed fro1n 
their ear1y prepossessions at home. Thi 
prejudice 'vi Il cease, or give 'vay, gradu
ally, as they kno'v each other better. The 
Americans are, 1 should suppose, just as 
fit materials to make good subjects of, as 
any other people. All mankind require 
good la.ws over their heads, and that jus
tice should be strict1y and Ïlnpartially ad
nünistered; 'v herever this happens, y ou 
will have quiet and good subjects, in course 

of time, of 'vhatever country they may have 
originally been. 

Sorne people think that there is more to 
be apprehended from Bonaparte than fi·om 
the Americans. His ambition and thirst 
for dominion are pretty evident; he lvould 
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tejoice to get possession of Canada: hé 
\vants colonies and commerce. It is thougl t 
that a few thousand French troops; coutd 
they ~find their '"a: ag into Canada~ ' vould be 
'vell rece1ved by the Canaùians, and 'vould 
very soon posscss themselves of the coun• 
try : at least, they 'vould unhinge our go .. 
vernr11en t, and confine out power to Que
bec. In this point of vie1v the Canadians 
are as dangerous as the Y ankecs. 

1 should suppose we need not be un~ 
der any apprehensions from either. Let 
the Canadian endeayour to eradicate from 
his n1Ïnd any remaining partiality for 

France; for sure] y no nation hai so con1-
p1et.ely vi.ified itself, 'Vell n1ay the de
scendents of old France say, " Y ou arc a 
reproach atnongst the nations-·we kno'v 
you no more !', The Canadian ought to 

fi·aternize w1th those around him : he ought 
to be thankful for the blessings he enjoys 
under the auspices of Great Britain-a 
nation which rears its head amongst the 
nati(JI1S of the earth; bec a use hon or, energy, 
and good faith, are in her councils ;-vir

h:c, integrity, and indusŒy, an1ongst her 
people .. 
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'The policy of the n1other country, in 
regatd to the management of colonies, is 
complex. The principal object is to pre
serve their allegiance and dependence, and 
have such con1mand of their rcsources, as 
to be able to bring them forward at any 

time, ·when th_c rnother country n1ay have 
occasi~n for them. Every thing \vill natu
rally be clone by the mother country to in
crease those resources, and promote the 
general prosperity of the colon y, so long as 
the prin1ary ohjects are not endangered.
'\Vere thcre any risk of that sort, I should 
have no he itation in adopting a line of 
conduct calculated to preserve these pri
rnary abjects in full force, though the 
gro,vth of the colony might thereby be 
checked. 

It bas been said, that we have lost no
thing by the V nited States becoming in
dependent, because they take our manu
factures to a greater amount than they did 
before they became independent. Sup
pose they do, the conclusion does not fol
law as a matter of course. I am inclined 
to think, that our losing the sovereignty of 
the United States has been a very great 

B B 
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1nisfortune. lt probably would have been 
better for Britain to have preserved Ame
rica in due allegiance, and to have bad the 
con1mand of her resources, and of ber mar
ket, though ber population, instead of six 
millions, bad only reached to four, and that 
our exports had not been half of 'vhat 
they have been for sorne years past. Bet
ter half a loaf than no bread.-'Ve should 

' 
not have been anno.red by non-importation 
acts and cmbargoes,comtnercial in t erf{T

ences, disputed treaties, &c.-Let us look 
\vell to our remaining N ortb An1erican 
colonies, lest the sarne thing should be

fal us. 



APPENDIX. 

No. I. 

Duties payable in Canada, on Importation, under 

severa! Acts of the British Parliament. 

Sterling. 

[,. s. J, 
6 Geo. II. c. 13. Foreign sugars, per cwt. 0 5 0 

rnitto, white or clayed, per cwt. 1 2 0 
1 Foreign indigo, per lb. - - 0 0 6 

Ditto, coffee, per cwt. - - 2 Ig 9 
G III r. < l\ladeira ~ 4 eo. . c. lv. .F l w· t 

7 0 0 l aya mes, per un 
Teneriffe 
Portugal,Spanish,anè therwines, }o 

10 0 from Great eritai 1, per tua I llritish plantation coffee, per cwt. 0 7 0 
6 Geo. III. c. S5. ~lolas:;e:;, per gallon - - 0 0 1 

nritish pimento, per lb. ~ 0 0 ox 
'l. 

rBrandy, or other spirits, manufac- J 0 0 3 tun·d in Britain, pcr t;allon 
Rum, or ot'1er spi rib, imported) 

0 0 6 from the ;v' est ludie~, per ditto 5 i Ditto, from Colonies in America 0 0 9 
Br~ndy, or other ~or~ign spirits, l 0 0 

14 Geo. III. c. SS. < unported_f~otn Bntttm - S 

1 
x um, or spmt, the producc of Co-} 

loniès 111 America, not under 
the dor11inion of his l\IaJeS' .r , 0 0 i imported from any other place 

m Great )ritain ~ 

l ~es, in ~ntish bottoms - 0 0 3 
D.tto, in any other - 0 0 6 



.Additional Dutier; laid on hy the Prm)incial Par
liament. : cts ;33 Gra. 1 l1.. cap. 8.-35 

Geo. IlL c. 9.-and 4 1 Geo. III. c. 14. 

Foreign brandy, or olher foreign spirits, per gallon -. 
Rum, per gallon - - - -
M.ol::.sses and syrups, per gallon 
Madeira wine, by ùnc act 4cl. and by another 2d. 
Other wines, by one act 2d. by another lÙ. 

Loaf, or lump sugar, per lb. -
l\luscovackf, or clayed sugar, per lb. 
Coffee, per lb. - -
Lt!af tobacco, pcr lb. 
Playing cards, pcr pack 
Salt, pt>r minot 
Snuff, per lb. 
Tobacco, manufactured in any other way 

Sterling. 
[,. s. tl. 

0 0 3 
0 0 3 
0 0 3 
0 0 6 
0 0 3 
0 0 1 
0 0 Of 
0 0 2 
0 0 2 
0 0 4 
0 0 4 
0 0 4 
0 0 3 

Duties irnposed by a Provincial Act, for building 
Gaols, to continue si:v Years, j'rom the 25th 

JY/arclz, 1805. 
Bohea tea, per lb. 0 0 2 
Souchong, black, per ditto .. 0 0 4 
H~ - oo6 
Green tcas 0 0 4 
Sp~rits, or other strong liquors, per gallon 0 0 3 
W mes - - - - 0 0 3 
Molasses and syrups 0 0 2 

Goods sold at auction, 2~ per cent. on aroount of sales. 
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No. II. 

Allotvances at the Custom-house. 

Deduction of W eight. 
On coffee1 in baies or bags, 3 lbs. for every cwt. 

in casks, 12 lbs per ditto. 
Loaf sngar, in ca~h.s •H boxes, r ; bs per cwt. 
Lcaftobacco, in c,1 k~, l2lbs, percwt. 
Leakage (,.,_ wines, spirits, and molasses, J gallons on every 

hnndred. 
For waste of <trticles, su~jecl to duty by weight, an allowance 

of three pounds on ewry hundred pounds. 
On salt, an allow~nce of .J minots per hnndred. 

The import duty on <:alt i-. 4d. !Jer minot Salt landed below 
the east b:mk of the river Saguenay, on the north side of the St. 
Lawren~e, and below the east bank of the rive1· Grand Miti~~ on 
the south siclc, is not snbject to Juty. There ;;hall be drawn hack, 
at the CugtÎ)m-honse, 4<1. ou every bushel of salt exported from the 
port of Qnebec, to any place hevond the abm e limits; 7d. on every 
tierce of salmon; ancl4cl. on e\'ery barrel of saltecl bcef or pork, or 
saltecl fish of any sort, exported from this province. 
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No. III. 
Post Office Regulations. 

At the beginning of ev~ry month a packet sails from Falmouth 
for North America, haYing on board a mail for Quebec. ln the 
summer months she puts in at Halifax, in ber way to New York, 
and there delivers the mail for Canada. From Halifax they are 
forwarded by land to Quebec. In the months of November, De
cember, January, and February, the packets pass Halifax, and 
deliver the mails for lanada, to the agent for British pachts at 
New York, who forwards them through the United States by post 
to Montreal. 

A mail for England is dispatched from Quebec once e\'ery fort
night in summer, and once a month in "·inter, to be sent by first 
packet for England. 

A mail for Burlington, in the United States, is made up at Que
bec every Thursday, and at .i\lontreal evcry Saturday, by w~ich 
com·eyance letter · may be sent for Europe, under cO\·er, to a fnend 
at Ne v York, on paying the Canadian postage. The post for l\lon
treal lea,·es Que bec ev cry l\Ionday and Thursday, and leaves 1\Ion
treal for Quebec on the same days. Post arri,·es at these places on 
'Vednesdays and Saturdays. A monthly cotmnunication, by post, 
between Lo,ver and Upper Canada, bas been lately opened. 
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No. IV.' 

Roads and Distances in Canada. 

From Quebec to Halifax. 

From Quebec to Point LeYi, cross the river 
The nee to the Portage at Riviere de Cap 
Thence to Timiskuata • -
Thence to the seUlement of Maduaska 
Thence to the great Falls in river St. John 
Thence to Frederick town 
Thence toSt. John's 
Thence to Halifax 

:Miles. 
1 

121! 
36 
45 
45 

180 
go 

189! 
708 

From Quebec to JI!Iichelemakinak, at the entrance 
of Lake Huron. 

To ·Montreal 
To Coteau de Lac 
To Cornwall 
To Matilda 
To Aug\:lsta 
To Kingston 
To 1\iagara 
To Fort Erie 
To Detroit 
To Michelemakinak 

184 
225 
266 
301 
335 
355 
525 
560 
790 

1107 

From Que bec to N e'tv YoTk, by way of Montreal. 

To Cape Rouge 9 
ToSt. Augustin 9 
To Jacques Cartier 15 
To St. Anne's 30 
To Three Rivers 22 
To Riviere de Loup 27 
To Berthiere - f<Z 
To Repentigné 32 
To Montreal 18 

Carried over 184 



Miles. 
Brought orer 184 

To Laprairie g 
ToSt. John's 14 
To Isle au Noi 14 
To Windmill Point 12 
To Sava~e's Point 6 
To Sandbar 20 
To Burlington, the first post town in the States 14 

Bg 
To Skeensboro' 78 
To Fort Anne 12 
To Dumont':> Ferry 24 
To "'a ter ford 24 
To Albany City 12 

150 
To ~1dson City 34 
To Rhinebeck 31 
To Ponghkapsie 17 
To Peckskill - 34 
T!> Kingsbriclge 34 
To New York 1.5 IÔ5 

588 
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No. 'T· 
List of Go·cerno1·s of Can:1da, from the Conquest, 

tt.cith the lJate of their Ajpointments. 

James '"1 urray, 2 l st ~oYember 1763 
P. M. lrvine, -'rt'sident, 30th .lune 1766 
Guy 'arleton, Li.:u'Pnant Governor and Commander in_~ 1755 

Chief. ~4th Septt·mber - - 5 
Ditto, 26th Oc•oher · 1768 
H. T. Cramahé, Pres cc lt, gth August 17ï0 
Guy Carleton, ll th Octobcr - 1774 
F. 1-bJdim,tn 1778 
H. Hamilt•m, Lieutenant Go,rernor and Commander in} 1784 

( ;}n ~ ~ - -
H. Hope. Lieuternnt Goverv rand Commander in Chief 1785 
Lord Dorch ;;tc:, Gonr, n C n..:ral - - 1786 
A. Clarke, Lic,ltcn.mt t .;ove ·,:or and Commander in Chief 1791 
J,ord Dorchest<:r, 2-lth Septe'l1ber 1793 
Robert Prescott 1796 
Sir P.obart l\lilnes, Licl;temrü G<wernor 1709 
Thomas Dtmn, President, and snpf'l ''rlcd hy ·.l 1801 
Sir James Craig, Governor and Captain General S 



No. VI. 

List qf the Counties in Lower Canada-the Num

ber qf Representatives in the Provincial As

sembly-aua the Number if Parislzes. 

Gaspé 
Comwallis 
Devon 
Bertf()rd 
Dorchester 
:Buckinghamshire 
Richelieu 
And tor the town of \Villiam Henry, 
I3edforrl 
Surrey 
Kent 
Huntingdon 
York 

Montreal 

Effingham • 
Lei11ster 
V\Tarwick 

St. Maurice 

Hampshire 

Que bec 

N orthumbcrland 
Orleans 

Parishes. 1\lemher ~. 

none..... 1 

in ditto 

11 2 
6 2 
7 ~ 
4 ~ 

12 
7 2 

1 
1 1 
5 ~ 

4 2 
7 2 
5 z 
9 
~ for town4 
S county 2 

3 2 
8 2 
4 2 

2 

~ 
county 

9 T~ree} 2 R1vers 
7 
5 } county 

town 
1 

2 
2 
4 
2 , 
1 

5. 



No. VII. 

An Account of the principal Articles of Provision and Lumber imported into his Majesty's Colonies m the 'V est ludies, in the Years 

1804, 1805, and 1806: distingnishing each Year; each Island or Colon y respectively; and the several Countries from which 

iiiuch Articles were imported. 

SPECIES and ISLANDS. 

CORN.- Antigua • • • • •••.. 
Barbadoes ••••.... 
nominica .••..... 
Grenada ....•••... 
Jamaica ••.•.•••.. 
Montserrat ••••.••. 
Nevis •.....••••. 
St. Kitts .••••••••. 
St. Vincents ..•••.•. 
1 ortola ...•.••.•• 
Trinidad ......... . 
Demerara .•...••. 
St. Lucia ••••.••.. 
Surinan1 ••••••••.. 
Tobago •••••••••. 

BRt<:AD, ~ Antigua ...... .. 
Flf•Ul , Barbéldoes ..... . 

a rd D.>minica ..... . 
MEAL. Grenada ..••••.. 

Jam.tica .••••... 
.!.\lontserrat ••.... 
l>!evis ..•....... 
St. Kittt; ...... .. 
St. Vincents ..••.. 
Tortola 
Triuidad .•...•.. 
Den1erara ...•.. 
St. Luria .....•.. 
Surinam 
Tobago 

Tht> 
UNITED 

Kl'\GDQM. 

1804. 

BHITISH 
Continf'ntal 
COLONIE~. 

Busht!\5. 

179,065 
z6,2,p. 

3,8.7.8 
I7 ,626 
70, ~33 

4,617 
22,846 
1 2,{>I 9 
zs .6.p 

894 
14,304 
14,386 
7,7l7 
4·703 

27,755 

Bw,hel•. 

I,S97 

JIO 

68o 
J,300 

130 

115 

\ _______ 18~-----
Till' 

U~ITEO 
KI:>JGD0:\1. 

HHITlSH 
Coullllf'llt~l 
COLO:\IES 

STATES OTHE!l 
nf COU:'-ITRIES. 

A:\IERICA. 

----- ----- ----- -----
Hu~he's, Buohcb. Bu>hcls. Bush el>. 

184,62g 
37,657 385 

1.767 u6 
I 4,987 408 
4?.92.8 

2,5')5 1,12.0 
4o,68o 4,227 
13.54'· 1,180 
14,646 24 

2 019 
10,75 I 

3.738 

1806. 
---------------------

Th~ 1 BRITISH STATES OTHER 
UNITED 1 Contin •: nlal ~,f COUNTRIES. 

KI:-IGDOM. COLONIE . A:\1UtlCA. 

--------- ----- -----
Bu&heh. Bushels. Bu~hel s . Busheh. 

210 

169,:01 
2:l,683 
6,961 
9,966 

&z. 043 
6,37.5 

14,433 
19,'299 764 
16,63ï 

2,GOI 

7.991 450 
4,846 
2,222 
4,515 

1 7•1)3 

Cwts. Cwts. 

34,242 
78·475 
18,844 
u,8I:l 

142,3)0 
1,955 241 
8,682 JOO 

21,017 3,692 
11 1212 ·P3 

1,48! 
25,877. JII 
12,976 
7,518 18 

J 3,412 
7,II7 



The Account of Provisions an 
d Lumber imported into the British West Indies-con#nued. 

PEciE.:' and I L.\NDS. 

-------------
I"E .... Antig-ua .......... 

Barb·tdocs ....•••. 
Dllminica •••••••••• 
Gren:tda •..••••.. 
Jan1aica •••••••••• 

.11.1 :lllt · rrat •.•••.•. 
, ... 1. • ' ••••••••• 

St 1\.JttS •••••••••• 
..:t. \ incents.. , ••.• 
" rcola ..•••••••••• 
Trinidad .......... 
D merara ••••.••.. 
2t. ucia •.•• . ..••• 
Surinam •.••.••••• 

ago .••• '' •• ..•. 

Total. •.• 

E Fand Antigua ········ 
p RK. Barbadoes .••••• 

D nunica ••••.•.. 
Grenada , ••••••. 
Jamaica ........ 
.i\Iont·errat , ••• 
Nevis ·········· St. Kitts ........ 
.:'t. Vincents ••••.. 
Tor·ola .•••.••••• 
Trinidad •••••••• 
Demerara .• , • • , • 
St. I.u ia •••.••.. 

urinam 
Tobago 

1805. 

11 180-f. ---··------------ The llltlTISH STATES 

1 

The BRITISH sTATES OTHER S UNITED Contment~l of 
UNITED Contmental of coV:N1RIE · KINGDOM. COLONIE~. AMER! 

KINGDOM. COLONIES. A~1ERICA· __ -------------
---------- Barrels. Barrels. Barrels. Barrels. 

Barrels. Barrels, Barrels. 

47 

458 ••••.••• 
z,SIZ 195 

396 •••••••• 
395 ........ 

4,024 •••.•••• 
II 
87 •••••••• 

5 z43 
JI 

9 

18 

1~9 
1,094 

1~9 
471 

2-,r8s 

2.3 
2-63 
:r8z 

9 
4 

2,'259 36 501 
4,657 75 8~7 

362 376 

OTHER 
COUNTRIES. 

Barrels. 

6o 
855 7II 

. • • • • • • • •. • • • • • • 403 --- ----- ----- ____ II_3_ -----

78 .. , ., • •, 17,017 JIZ 33 18 7,103 61 ---------------------------- -----
~-~~ -;~ Barrels. Barrels. Barrels. Barrel~. l3arrels. 

I,j92. 70 J,634 3,089 1,913 

r6,761 341 159 25 13,611 236 !,32.6 

2,554 z,sS9 1,161 103 :r,glg 

1,361 1,875 572. ::~.,8g1 

Z9,151 633 I9,33Z 2.6,468 314 14,157 

12.6 '23 I 53 4 12 32 

45 775 lOO 69 us 56 

396 3,700 210 437 694 10 

482. 244 3,884 828 610 1,204 ........ 
46 zz8 58 138 

1,708 182 8,'278 639 98 10,2!6 72 

1,659 19 14,705 70 1,41.1 7,895 

193 I 1J83 41 7 2-,031 x8o 

1,332 u6 s,ss5 82. 748 128 4,543 8 

97 ::!.3 z,861 U4 2 53 2-,316 46 
--------------------- 49,646 51,389 372 I,754 

1806. 

u~NEo C~n~~J:~:!I ST~JES OTHER 
KINGOOM. COLONIES. AMERICA. COUNTRIES. 

----- ----- ----------
Barrels. 

2 

16 

31 

so 
Barrels. 

3,857 
13,347 

776 
979 

32,1.81 
73 
l!.I 

222 
280 
39 

1,245 
1,657 

240 
1,538 

250 

Barrels. 

Barrels. 

133 
1,262 

75 

Barrels. 

439 
2 >373 

455 
436 

4,0?4 
6 

I2 
. 238 

:r&6 
s 

985 
x,oo8 

2-29 
sos 
106 

II,IOO 

Barrels. 

2,135 
25 

~.475 
Sq 

9.567 
416 
1 57 

I,S7S 
1,844 

182 
6,234 
8,J68 
1,52-1 
:l-,246 
1,864 

Barrels. 

45 

Barrels. 

u8 

37 

--56,765 -- r,535 ---;~~ --2;--
Total .••• 57,303 1,638 71,7'1.3 540 - -- ----- -------- ---------- ----r-- ----- ---------- ---

Bar. Quint Bar. Quint. Bar. Quint. Bar. Quint. Bar. Quint. Bar. Quint. Bar. Q int Bar. Quint. Bar. Quint. Bar. Quint. Bar. Quint.-;;;,-~;;;.-
~H. DRY.-Antigua ...... 0 16 • ········· 0 1,542- ·········· 17 llO 55 :1,433 ·········· .......... 19 16 0 2.,982 0 540 

narbadoes .... 0 13 0 16,oso 0 3,SZ4 o 4,6oo 0 55 324 s,66o 0 34 . . . . . ~ . . . . 15 4 0 31 1016! o 55 

Dominica ..... 6 Eo IO II,355 0 3,633 ·········· 0 22 0 J,7l2 0 2 os .......... . ... ...... 0 2,916 218 8,351 0 zl 

Grenada .. ... 0 399 0 l3 1IIZ zz8 1.575 ·········· 45 542 0 r8,18r 0 735 . ......... 0 616 0 19,454 0 981 

Jamaica ······ 2 57 743 137 24,586 ~74 44,595 o 18 134 918 ro 261240 0 2-7,876 0 30 r86 478 0 17,408 0 ::!.5,0 39 

... Iontserrat •.•• 0 lOO,, ········ 0 154 ·········· 1::::::.::: 0 5 0 5 .......... 1:::::::::: ........... 0 54 

Nevis ········ 16 IO., ........ 0 435 ~ .... " . . . . 47 1,072 0 16 .......... 0 310 0 89 

St. Kitts ······ 0 JO" 6 J,sso 0 so 0 2 0 IJ 0 2 993 0 141 1 II 0 607 34 637 0 1 99 ... , .... 
St. Yincents •••• so 41 0 13,878 0 3,52-4 ........... 0 0 13,007 0 3,443 .......... 0 7 0 10,955 0 2,424 

Tortola ...... ........ 0 0 1.0 ·········· 0 450 . ......... 17 25 . ......... 100 488 .......... 437 . ......... 6,315 
Trinidad •...• , 0 73 0 0 .20l410 0 14 0 54 

0 15 0 5,263 0 15,110. ········· 
0 7,7I7 0 20,492 0 4,420 

Demerara .••... 28 8j2 62 14,238 145 32.j604. 87 2,380 
174 917 0 5.494 593 46,910. ········· ········· 0 15,302 0 40,5132 

St. Lucia •..•.. 35 0 .• 6 4,8r5 • 5 72 0 2,178 0 6 477. ····· .... . ........... lZ 903 0 :12.,785 

Surinam 
"'"' .... ········· 6 0 1,4o6 0 111566 8o7 

······ 45 II6 0 140 0 17,87.7 0 35 59 0 420 40 0 1,771 0 26,962 

Tobago ······ 0 32 0 1,731 0 5,405. ········· z 66 3 6,070 3 8,871 , ......... 0 2 39 0 2,596 0 5>509 0 :zr 

---- --- ------ ----- ---- ------------------ Z37 &. Z,ï74 501&.99,53 2 

Total. ••• 583 & 2,497 T47&911609 J1t07&153103i 0 4,703 
148 & 117,446 0 6v5 365 & 4,637 ,U&IJ3,937 45'! & ] 44,968 0 4,ssi 



st Indies-continued. 

1806. 

-------------------------
HER 

The BRITfSH STATES OTHER 

UNITED CtmtmPnta\ of 

NT lUES. KJNGDOM. COLON lES . A MF. RICA 
COU NT RIES: 

------------
Barrels. Barrels. Barre\~. Barrels. 

FIS 152 307 3,561 

PICK 2 35 2.654 31. I 40S 
311 613 

726 :z.68 9 

48,838 29,416 30,834 

Il9 30 
6p 

1,885 
559 1,124 

2.10 
618 1,6o3 939 

176 122 841 

5 
309 

s8 :z.6s 1,?.94 

967 z63 :z.,653 
126 354 '2.5 

394 1,468 z,sl 7 

,1,R4o 364 1,469 

------
329 55·306 36,741 47,845 2,372. 

----- ----- ----- ---
firkins. Firkms. Ftrkins. Firkins . 

EUTT 1,973 
2-32 

14·93 1 76 74 7 

2,398 
471. 

1,769 72 zoo 

25,904 11.7 
19 

11. 3?.6 54 

901 364 II9 

6u 18 305 

842 
18 

1,z86 12 8o7 

z,z97 
2.099 

872 745 

2,546 
980 

JO 217 32 '2.43 45 

------------
22. 56,908 337 6,593 171 

----- -------
No. No. No. No. No. 

cowsa~ ...... 
458 

OXEZI ••••••• 
2. 1,464 83 

416 

34 
156 12. 

4 1 7 
8 

684 

9 

166 
34 

3 
307 

23 
402 
430 
215 

l ••••• •• 183 
124 

~-------------
,485 IZ. :7. o+,3l0 ioz. 



h West Indies-contùzued. 

1806. 
-------- ------------
s OTHER. The BRITISH STATES OTHER 

COUNTRlES. U'IJITED Continental of COUNTRlES. 
!A, KING DOM. COLONIES. AMERICA. 

- ----- ----- ----- ----------
Barrels. Barrels. Barrels. l:larrels. Barrels. 

89 2. 439 
94 2·373 
29 455 
71 436 
8s r6 4t094 

6 
23 12 
63 . 238 45 
82 186 

9 8 
01 985 
S7 r,oo8 
76 229 
II 6o sos 
13 31 106 
- ----- --------- ----------
03 61 50 II,IOO 46 
- ----- -------------------

Barrels. Barrels. Barrels. Barrels. Barrels. 

13 3,857 2,135 
z6 13,347 6s zs n8 
Ig 776 2-,475 
91 979 13.3 8r7 

57 32,281 1,262 9,567 
32 7~ 416 
15 s6 l!.I 157 
94 ro 222 1,57$ 37 
04 ··-··· .. z8o 1,844 
38 39 182 
16 72 1,245 75 6,234 89 
95 r,657 8,168 
131 r8o 240 1,51.1 

43 8 1,538 2,246 
16 46 250 1,864 
- ----- ----- ---------- -----
89 372 56,765 J ,535 39,226 244 
- ----- ----- ----- ----- -----
uint Bar. Quint. Bar. Quint. Bar. Quint. Bar. Quint. Bar. Quint. 

1 ••• .......... 19 16 0 2,982 0 S40 
34 ••....•.•. 15 4 0 31,016 0 55 

oos .... .... .. .. ~ ....... 0 2,916 zr8 8,351 0 21 
735 .......... 0 6r6 0 19,454 0 981 
876 0 30 1r86 478 0 17,408 0 25.039 

5 .••.•••.•. c:::::::: . .......... 0 54 
r6 ••...•.... 0 310 0 89 

·993 0 141 I II 0 607 34 637 0 199 
·443 .......... 0 7 0 10,955 0 2,424 
450 .......... 17 25 .......... 100 488 
,410 0 14 0 54 0 7,717 0 20,492 0 4,420 
6o4 ........... 87 a,38o 0 15,302 0 4o,sl32 

,477 .. ········ ........... 12 903 0 12..785 
,s66 0 420 40 8o7 0 I,77I 0 z6,962 
,871 ······ .... 0 2 39 0 z,s96 0 s,so9 0 :ZI 

-- ---- ----------
7,H6 0 6v5 365 & 4,637 ,I1.&II3,937 45'l & 144,968 0 4•5Si 



st Indies-continued. 

1806. 

-------------------------------
HER 

T he BRITISH ST AT ES OT HER 

UN ITED Conttno>nta\ of 

NT RI ES. K! NG DOM. COLONlES. AMF.RICA . 
COUNTRIES: 

-----------
Barrels. Barre ls. Barre\~. Barrels. 

FIS 152 307 3,561 

PICK ZJ5 2.654 32. 140$ 

31 I 6 ·3 

726 268 9 

48 ,838 29,416 30,834 

Il9 30 6J:Z. 

559 11 124 

uo 1,8&5 6I8 x,6o3 939 

176 122 84I 

5 
309 

s& 265 1,294 

967 263 2,653 
126 3 54 25 

394 1,468 2,517 

ti,R4o 364 1,469 

--------
329 55·306 36,741 47 ,845 2,371. 

----- ----- ----- - --
firk ins. Firkms. F1rkins. F irkins. 

:EUTT 1,973 
232 

14·93 1 76 74 7 

2,398 47:1. 

1,769 72 zoo 

25,904 IZ7 
19 

12 3?.6 54 

901 364 II9 

62.2 J8 3°5 

842 
18 

x,:z.86 IZ 8o7 

1.,297 Z.,099 

872 745 

z ,546 
980 

10 :Z.I7 3Z 7.43 45 

-------------
1 

1,1. s6,9os 337 6,593 171 

r-------------
No. No. No. No . No. 

cowsa~ ...... 
458 

OXE!I ....... 
2. 1,464 &3 

416 

34 
xs6 12 

417 
g 

684 

9 

166 
34 

3 
307 

:Z.3 
402 
430 
ZI$ 

) ........ JS3 
124 

--------------
.485 IZ 1o 4-,3JO ioz 



f P 
.. ns and Lumber imported into the British West Indies-continued. 

The Account o ronsiO ' 
1805. 1806. 

----------- The BRITISH STATES OTHER 
1
'1 1 OJ. --··-

The BRITISH -.TATES OTHER UNITED Contmentô\1 of COUNT"IES. 
UNITED Contm~ntal ' of COUN'IRJES. KINGDOM. COLONIES. AMER! " 

SPECIE5 and ISLANDS. 
U~~~ED c~:rlJ:;:!I ST~;Es OTHER 

KINGOOM. COLONIES. AMERICA. COUNTRIES. 

KlNGDü:\f. COLO IÈS. A~1ERICA· --- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----------
---------
JUCE •••• Antigua ..••..•• · . 

Barbadocs •...•.•. 
Dominica ..••••..•• 
Grenada •..•.••.. 
Jamaica •••.•...•• 
Montserrat •••••.•. 
Nevis ••••• •• •• ·· 
St. Kitts •••••.•• · · 
St. Vincents.. • ••.• 
'l'ortola ..•••••••••• 
Trinidad •.••.••••• 

---------- Barrels. Barrels. Barrels. Barrels. 
Barrels. Barrels, Barrels. 

•• • • • • • • 458 
31 , , , .. .. :z.,BIZ 

• • • • • • • • 396 

47 

.. •• •• .. 395 
• • . . • • • • 4,024 

········ JI 

87 
243 
sr 

4 

2,z59 
4>657 

362 
8ss 
403 

9 

l 

5 

I8 

189 
1,094 

11!.9 
471 

2,r8s 

6o 

Barrels. Barrels. 

16 

31 

Barrels. 

439 
2·373 

455 
436 

4,0?4 
6 

12 
. 2~8 

x86 
s 

!)85 
r,oo8 

""9 sos 
106 

Barrels. 

45 

Demerara. ,, •••.•. 
St. Lucia ••.•....•• 
Surinam •.••.••••• 
Tobago ••••••••.••. ----- ------- ----- ----- ----- ---------- --------------- -----

Total. •.. 

BEEF and ~ Antigua ..••.••. 
PORK. S Barbadoes .••.•• 

Dominica ••••.•.. 
Grenada •.•.••.. 
Jamaica ••.••••. 
Montserrat , ••• 
Nevis •••••••..• 
St. Kitts •••••••• 
St. Vincents •.••.• 
Tortola ........ .. 
Trinidad •••••••. 
Demerara ••••• , . 
St. Lucia •••.•••. 
Surinam 
Tobago 

Total .••• 

rH, DRY.-Antigua ..... . 
llarbadoes ... . 
Dominica •.. , . 
Grenada •.• , . 
Jamaica ....• , 
Montserrat , .•• 

"evis ...... .. 
St. Kitts .... , . 
S • 7incents •••• 
'fortola ..••.. 
Trinidad ...... 
Demerara .••... 

Lucia •..•.• 
- ~ïnam ...... 
T go .••••. 

To•aJ .••• 

33 t8 7,103 61 JO II,lOO 

Barrels. -------------- ----- ---------- ----- ----- -------------------
Barrels. 

Barrels. 

1,392 
16,761 
Z,SS4 
1,361 

2-9,151 
126 
45 

396 
48:Z. 

46 
1,708 
1,659 

193 
J,3J2 

Barrels. 

70 
341 

Barrels. 

5,634 
I$9 

2,589 
t,875 

1 9,332 

2.31 
775 

3,700 
3,884 

:7.2-8 
8,?.78 

14,705 
1,583 
s,8&s 
2,861 

Barrels. 

53 
lOO 

210 

82 

Barrels. 

3,089 
13,61 I 
x,x6r 

572 
26,468 

4 
69 

437 
8:z.8 

58 
639 

1,41.1 
417 
748 
IZ4 

Barrels. 

314 
12 

6ro 

128 
253 

Barrel~. 

I,913 
1,326 
1,919 
~.891 

14,157 
32 

us 
694 

1,204 
138 

10,216 
7,895 
2-,031 
4,543 
2,316 

Barrels. 

s6 
IO 

72 

r8o 
8 

46 

Barrels. 

3,857 
13,347 

776 
979 

32,1.81 
7~ 
u 

2-22 
280 
39 

1,245 
1,657 

240 
1,538 

250 

Barrels. 

6s 

75 

2,135 
25 

2,475 
8:7 

9.567 
416 
IJ7 

I,S7S 
1,844 

182 
6,234 
8,r68 
1,521 
2,246 
1,864 

118 

37 

97 
126 

23 ___ .....,_ ----- ----- ---------- -----
540 I,754 372 J .535 

--- ----- ---------- -----·-------------- ----- ----- ----- -----
Bar.. Quint Bar. Quint. Bar. Quint. Bar. Quint. Bar. Quint. Bar. Quint. Bar. Quint Bar. Quint. Bar. Quint. Bar. Quint. Bar. Quint. Bar. Quint. 

0 

0 

6 

16.......... 0 1,542.......... 17 
13 o 16,oso o 3,52 4 o 4,6oo o 
~0 IO II,355 0 3,633 • •" • "•.. 0 

399 0 I3 1IIZ'Z'Z8 1,575""""" 45 
748 137 24,$86 Z74 44,595 0 18 134 

IIO 55 1,433 .... ,., .. , , , .. .. .. .. 19 16 0 2,982 0 540 
55 324 J,66o 0 34 .... "•" • 15 4 0 31,o16j 0 55 
22 0 3,712 0 2005·""""' .......... 0 2,9162.18 8,351 

542 0 18,181 0 735, •.. ,..... 0 6r6 0 19,454 0 981 
gr8 ro :z.6,240 o 27,876 o 30 r86 478 o 17,408 o 25,039 

0 5 0 5 •••••••••• 1,......... . . . . . . . . . . 0 54 

0 
2 57 

0 
16 

IOO, ••••• ,,,, 0 154•••••••••• i'''''' 
ro ...•.• •... o 435. • •••••••..•.••••••. 

0 10 , 0 • 0 0 n 0 • 0 0 6 3,550 0 50 0 2 

47 1,072 0 16,. • ..• • • • • 1, • • •,.,, •. 0 310 0 89 
0 15 0 21993 0 141 I II 0 607 34 637 
0 13,007 0 3,443 .... ,..... 0 7 0 10,955 0 2,424 

20 .... ••.... 0 450.......... 17 25 .......... lOO 488 
73 0 6,315 0 20l410 0 14 0 54 0 7,717 0 20,492 

832 62 14,238 145 32.1604.,., ••• ,., 87 z,380 0 15,302 0 40,51)2 
72 o 2,178 o 6,477.......... .. • .. .. . .. 12. 903 o 12.,785 
59 o r,4o6 o rr,s66 o 420 40 8o7 o r,771 o 26,962 
66 3 6,o7o 3 8,&71 .. • . • .. .. • o 239 o z,s96 o s.so9 

50 41 0 13,878 0 3.524 · • • • • • • • • • O 
.. .... .. .. •• .. •• .. 0 437.. •• .. •••• 0 

0 l5 0 5,263 0 15,110... .... .. • 0 
1 74 917 o 5,494 593 46,910 .. ••...... z8 
35 o .......... 6 4,8rs.......... 5 
45 II6 0 140 0 17,827 0 35 6 

0 32 0 1,731 0 5.405.......... :z. --------- ----- ---- ----------
583 &; 2,4

97 
r,p&

9
t,6o

9 
;;;-;;:; --:;-~,703 Z37 & 2,774 50I&99,S3Z !48 & 117,i4ô 0 6v5 365 & 4,637,I7.&IJ3,937 45'l & 144,968 

0 

0 

0 

0 :ZI 

0 



The Account of Provisions and Lu in ber imported into the British West Indies-continued. 

1804. 1805. 1806. 

-------------------------------------------- ---------------------------
ThE> BRITISH ~T~fES O'J'HER 

SPECIES and ISLANDS. The 
UNITED 

KING DOM· 

c!~f~:;~l ST~fTES O'J'~ER 
COLONIES. .Ul ERIC.\. COUN fR lES 

Th l' BRl"'ISH 
UNITED Conttnenta 

KING DOM. COLONIES. 

STATES 
of 

AMERICA. c 
O'J'HER 

our.;TRIES. 
lJSI'fED Cont•nPntal A::\ŒRICo\ COUNfRIES: 

KINGDOM. COLONIES. 
----- -~--- ---- ----- ---------- ----- -------------------- ----- Barrels. 

Barrels. Barrels. Barrel~. 

FlbH, }Antigua •••••••. 
PICKLf.D. '3arbadoes ••.•.. 

Dominica ..•.•••• 
Grenada ••.. · •••. 
Jamaica .•••••..•• 
Mon serrat .•.... 
Nevis .••••••••••• 
St Kitts .••••••. 
St. Vincents ••.... 
1ortola .••••••••. 
Trinidad ..•..•.. 
Demerara ••••••.. 

Barrels. 

20 
220 

46 
z,205 

43,853 
130 
50 

1,787 
293 

33 
285 

11. 

Barrels. 

98 
J,Z II 

7.24 
r84 

17,691 

414 
343 

Z77 
2.98 

289 
6 

Barrel&· Barrels. Barrels. 

Z10 
187 

20 
822. 

z,962 
1,974 

685 
Sos 

6 

18, 6r 43,IZ4 
110 
50 

1,877 
338 

ss8 
637 

Z,399 
778 

········ 38 
428 

175 
2,271 
5,118 

········ 166 
1,458 

Sso 
3,8o5 

966 
J8 

Barrels. Barrels. 

803 3,427 
4 696 303 

515 702 
p6 190 

11-,399 II,131 
421 162 
621 34° 
310 1,~91 

134 236 

········ Z78 
878 1,689 
338 1,217 
329 489 
854 2,410 

I 10II 6ro 

arrels. 

152 307 3·561 

235 %.654 32 
3II 6·3 

726 268 9 
48,838 29,416 30,834 

JO 632 
559 1,124 

1,885 618 1,603 

176 122 84I 

5 ······ .. 309 
s8 ::~.65 1,Z94 

967 263 2,653 
126 354 

394 1,468 z,sl7 
;I,R4o 364 1,469 

--------

939 

-----
St. Lucia •••••••. 
Surinam ••.•..•• 
Tobago .••••••••• 7.,015 ----- ----- 55>306 36,741 47,845 ------------------

Total. ••. 50,949 Z70 
---------- ---------

EUTTER..-Antigua •.••••.• 
Barbadoes •••••• 
Dominica ••.•••.. 
Grenada •••••.•• 
Jamaica .••••... 
Montserrat •••.. 
Nevis •••.••••• 
St. Kitts •••••••• 
St. Vincents .••••• 
Tortola .•.•••••.• 
Trinidad ....... . 
Demerara .••••••• 
St. Lucia .•••••.. 
Surinam 
Tobago 

Total •••. 

COWS and t Antigua •••••••• 
OXEN. S Barbadoes .••••• 

Dominica ••..•. 
Grenada ••.•.••. 
Jamaica .••.•••• 
Montserrat •.•• 
Ne,·is .•.•••.••• 
St. Kitts ....••.. 
St. Vincents 
Tortola .•••...• 
Trinidad ....... . 
Demerara .•.... 
t>t. Lucia ...... .. 
Surinam .••••••. 
Tobago ••••.•.. 

Total ••• 

Firkins. Firkins. Firkins. Firkins. 

672 38 

15 035 775 
3,648 1,040 

3,0T9 16 68 

21,965 39 1,867 

70 7 
416 63 

z 499 238 
416 301 

1,218 39 
1,041 1,351 

Bos 3,408 

604 52 9 
978 943 

76 400 

----- -------
s:z.,462 55 I 1,047 47 

----- --------.------
No. No. No· No. 

401 
7 1,369 

2 35 
134 48 

1,992 

2 q6 23 
307 20 

~ss 

535 
287 
lOS 
109 

----------
1 . 7 4,076 

48,829 
----

Firkins. 

692 
11,249 

3,174 
818 

14,493 

········ 302 
1,034 

858 
1,272 
1,238 
1,742. 
1,094 
:z.,o28 

So 

40,074 - No. 

········ I ...... ~.. 
········ 7 

········ -
1 

........ 
········ ········ .... ~ . " . 
········ 
········ ......... 

9 

23 1625 '14,525 

Firkins. Firkins. 

12 92 
65 10 

········ 176 

········ 2.40 

········ 883 
II ........ 

········ 7 

········ 443 
33 154 

6 ········ 2.0 454 

········ 1,923 

······· 6II 
50 11II6 

49 369 
-----

240 6,484 

NO· No. 

········ 389 

········ 1,499 

········ 2 33 

········ 183 

········ 100 

········ ········ - -
r f •••••• 

187 

········ xS 1 

········ ········ 
········ 404 

········ 339 

········ 354 

········ 191 

.. ······ 71 

---------- ----- Firkins. 
T-irkins. l'irkin,. FirktnS• Ftrkins. 

1,97::l Z32 

14·93 1 76 74 
2.,398 472 

1,769 72 zoo 

7 

:Z.J,904 1'1,7 
19 

3'16 54 
901 J64 
622 x8 305 

842 18 

1,286 1'1, 8o7 

2.,297 2,099 

872 745 

Z,546 980 

217 3" Z43 

IZ 

10 -------------------- s6,9os 337 6,593 171 
------- --------22 

No. No. No. No. No. 

458 
z 1,464 83 

416 

-----

45 

34 
156 12. 

41 7 8 684 

9 

x66 
34 

3 307 
'-3 

402 
430 
:H5 
JS3 
124 

~:... ------- -------___ ...!...-- -- -485 n 1. 4,3JO io2 
.. ····· 4,131 



The Account of ProYisions and Lumber imported into the British West Indies-continued. 

~PECIES and I. LA4 'DS. 

----------
SHEEP and1 Antig-ua •.•••. 

HOGS. 5 Harbadoe ..•.. . 
Dominica ..... . 
Gren:ula ..•.•. 
Jamaica 
Mont:;errat .. . . 
Ne\·is . ..•.•••.. 

l OO 

1804. 

98 
301 

461 
17 5 
555 

39 
r6 

1 39 

6o7 
r ,6or 

65 
7I 

37 
7 

337 

20 

1805. 
----------------------

The 
U:-.IITED 

KJNGD0 .\1 . 

BRIT ISH 
Cn ll tl liP ll '-<1 
COLONIES 

STA!ES OTHF.R 
AM~~JC,.\. COU;\TIHE~ . 

1806. 
-----------------

The BRITI"H 
UNITEO Cont•nenta \ 

Kl:-IGD0:\1. . COLOSIES. 

STATES OTHE'R 

AME~ICA. COUNTltl.ES . 

- ----------------- -------------------
No. No. No. N•>. No. No. No. 

J30 152 

437 
132 
160 49 
412 194 

29 ~ 34 
38) 12.7 
11.5 1~ 

662. 136 
su 

?.0 JI 

132 9'i 

7 
709 
2.63 
207 

?.2 

918 
4 77 

70 
-t8 
75 

St. Ki tN ........ 
St. Vincents ••.. 
Tortola • ...•.. 
T r inidad •.... . 
Demerara ....•. 
St. 1 ucia ..... 
Surinam •..•• • .. 
Tobago .... .. .. 

Total. .•• 

. . . . . . • • 66 34 151 
------------1------1 ..:..:..:.:._:_~ ------~~~ -------·-- ----------

0 .\K & PINE~ Antigua ..... . 
BOAHDS,and Barbadocs ... . 

TL\1BEH.. Dominica .• •. 
Grt:nada ....•. 
Jamaica ... • .. 
M ontserrat .. 
Nevis ....•••. 
St. Kitts ..••.. 
St. Vincents •. 
Tortola ..... . 
Trinidad ... . 
Dcmerara .•.. 
St. Lucia ..•• 
Surinam ..... . 
Tobago .... .. 

Total. ... 

sm~GLES.-Antigna ..... . 
Barbadoes ..... . 
Dominicll. 
Grenada .. · · · · 
Jamdica. • · · • · · · 
Montser~~~. ·' · · 

~~~~~;;s:: :::::: 
Sr. Vincents ... 
Tortola .. 
Trinidad · · • · · · 
Dcmerara. · · • · · 
St. Lucia • · • • · · 

;urinam .. :: :: . : 
obago ......•. 

Feet. 

········ 

-----
TotaL . .• 1 ••••••• 

roo 

Fee t. 

17,000 
2,9 17 
3, 00 
6,ooo 

513,743 

66 ,8oo 

78,517 
45.550 

8r,zoo 

No. 

14,000 

20,0:)0 

Feet. 

1,536 457 
4 ° 95 .977 
2,092,675 
r ,793,641 
6, U3,284 

19 t ,uoo 
3 s8,ooo 

I >3·2.3, 'i42 
2,674 1 200 

433,202 
3·826,7 :;6 
7·53 I,jOO 
l,000,547 
I ,982,500 
I,4j0,520 

N•). 

r,52.6 7oo 
5/0I-400 
2,fi3, ,'3oo 
1,]~8,-oo 

U,.)07,430 
284,000 
392 0 ,o 

1,702 550 
1·93 r,coo 

3IJ,OOO 
4,67 ; ,400 

·549,95'? 
2,000 

401 ----
reet. Fe et. 

-----
-----

No. No. 

r,soo 

........ 
18,ooo 

34 z ,8gz 243 
-----

Fer t. reet. Fe et. 

37,000 x,go8.418 
143,935 s,4r 5,3·2 3.93° 
ll4 459 1,502,300 
r8,479 z ,8 75, 99 

643·500 6 ,8q,r67 
26 6o(~ 268 900 2 ,8oo 

789,!67 2.40 
........ 8fi7 ,9II 143 ,00~) 

7,72.8 2.,52.5,904 
302 ,300 

69,683 3,Soo,&I4 
3,740 4 ,541,350 

50,200 1 79Z 300 
1,15 & 2?<0 

85 , c oo 3, 673,6~0 

Ft et. Feet. 

I,ooo 
7,000 

2,6)0 

753,588 

6,877 
39,000 

r ,zoo 

•·eet. 

2.,48o,470 
5,205 .078 
2 ·94),550 
2,o9o,86::t 
9,50 1 ,734 

39 ~.9o8 
578 000 

1,51.3 38 ' 
1.,27 ,ISO 

367 , 45 
zso6,423 
6,539·950 

9H, ! 73 
I,ZZ6,8oo 
z ,os8,549 

Feet. 

so,ooo 
4 ,000 

400 
12,000 

z,ooo 

----- ----- -----
1,2.00,31.4 37,835,262 149.970 .. • -:-:. · • 1 8II,~~ 40,610,075 -68,400-

. lo. No. 
----- ----- -----

No. No. No. No 

1o,ooo 2,63 r ,ooo 3,442,406 
xu6,soo 8,355,6so 40 ooo 6,o55,9 5o 
104,ooo 2,z 54,500 3,rB8,soo 

2 , , 9I,2oo 21,ooo 1.,28' 400 
142,800 8,572 ,310 208,225 17,62.!,756 

236,ooo 597,• ou 1 r,ooo 
s,ooo 824,000 6~~ .000 

1,432,8oo 17,500 12,000 I,5IO, I75 
I,6I9,700 3,118 000 

2 ~ s,ooo 3 57,000 
zo,ooo 3,266,250 3,028 ,774 
3l,000 I,721 ,JSO 6 000 2,768 ,ooo 
29,ooo 3J4or,zou 8,ooo 2 ,9or .ooo 

No. 

3,000 

309,000 224,000 

-----j--·-·_·,_· __ ·_·_·_ , JO,OOO I,r8o,JS0 2,12b ,771 

~ ~~~~300 38,.po,j!O ~:;;1 ~::-~ ~~ 4;,;07,73::1. ~,ooo 



The 
Account of Provisions and Lumber imported into the British West Indies-continued. 

1804. 
1805. 

1806. _________ ,__... .. ___.;.-

-- -----
SPECIES and ISLANDS. The BHITISH STATES The BRITISH STATES The 

BRITISH STATES OTHER 

UNITED Continental of 
OTHER UNITED Continental of OT ER UNITED 

Continental of CA COUNTRIES. 

KING DOM. COLONIES. AMERICA. 
COUNTRIES. KINGDOM. COLONIES. AMERICA. COUNTRIES. KING DOM. 

COLONIES. AMEltl • ---------------- ------- No. No. 

No. No. No. No. Ne. No. No. " o. No. No. 

STAVES.-Antigua •••••••• 17,8oo 545,798 
2.3,950 818,090 

500 952.,430 
2.1.,196 x,oz1.,537 1.0,000 

Barbadoes ...... 796,641 834,994 45,000 3r,o8o 9'-3,928 I ,'::/XJ 

Dominica ...... 12.,840 293,000 
6,450 265,ooo ········ 6,soo 431 1700 

Grenada •••••••• 9,000 539,897 
15,100 843,000 ········ 14,88o 91.o,883 

Jamaica ········ 12.0,494 8,174,884 
82,489 9,697,079 , ... ... 2.46,76o U,395,731. 

117,600 xo,ooo 

Montserrat ••••• , J'O,soo II,OQO 3,900 119,050 ········ 201,000 34,000 

Nevis ·········· 302,800 
2,700 112,400 , ....... 14,300 

66x,46o ,o,soo 

St. Kitts ........ 452,861. r:z.,ooz 430,799 466.soo ········ ········ r146o,8oo 1,000 

St. Vincents •••• , • 15,800 977·900 
30,000 673,700 IO 1000 ········ 7,400 

39,50° 

Tortola 97•000 
21,345 ········ ········ 845.571 

'l'rinidad •••• , , •• 7,000 436,150 
30,000 6r8,994 ········ 9,ooo 

9oS,o79 

Demerara ••.••• z,6oo 1,479,86'1t 
700 66r,6oz ········ ......... 

I9&,5oo 

St. Lucia •••••••• !87,534 
5,500 327,394 ········ , ....... 

········ s,8oo 63,000 

Surinam •••••••• 30,400 134·743 
z,ooo 57.700 ···· ···· ········ 946,t87 

Tobago 
8x6,oa 

x,ooo 715,o65 ········ ········ --
----- --------- -------- -------- ~u,164,979 135,500 

Total •••• x,oU,S7S xs,366,936 68,soo ~'35,169 x6,z.8s,x46 589,soo ......... 32.7,336 
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No. VIII. 

An Account of the 1·eal Value if E.rports j1·om 
England to all Pa1·ts 0) Amel'ica and the Tl"-est 
In dies ( e.xclusi·oe qf the L!nited State,,), in 
the J.,ears, ended the J0tlz qj October, 1806, 

1807, and l 808; distinguishing Brztish nla

nujactu1·es }rom j ortign Merchandize. 

British Fo ,ign 
Total. 

!\lan ufactures. iVlcrch t~vli?.~>. 

[. l [. 

Y ears, cnded 1 Oth October, 1806. 7,275,9 1 l J!)0,495 7-9i'!,4.06 

- - . . 1807. 8,635,8GO Ô50,761 0 ,'280,621 

- - - - 1808. '2,041,32• ?. l7,77f> ll '2,K5g,Og5 



~so 

No. IX. 

An Account if the real "V_alue ( according to the 
average Priees rg· the last three Years) of ail 

Imports and E:rports bet u;cen Great Britain 
and the [Tnited States'* oj America~ for three 
Years, ending 5th if January, 1808, distin
guishing each Irear, and the principal Arti
fles if such Inzports and E.rports ). and also 

foreign Merchrmdize from British Produce 
and .Afanzifactures. 

Real Value of Imports from the United States 
of America. 

Annotto - -
shes, Pearl and Pot 

'ochineal - -
offee - -

A 
c 
c 
( :orn, Grain and Meal 

ides -H 
I 
p 

ndigo -
itch and Tar 

-
-
-

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

~eeds; viz. Flax and Linseed ~ 

s kins and Fnrs - -

T 
Sugar - - -

obacco - - -
~ fnrpentine - - -
V ood; viz.Deals & Fir Timber 

----:\lahogany -
-----l\Iasts - ~ 

-----St~vcs - -
\Vool; viz. Cottpn -
Other articles - -

Total Imports. 

1805. 

[. 
6,2g0 

10.2,g52 
720 

18,'259 
151,~2~ 

15,g85 
12,756 
48,511 

1,65.2 
68,Üf)J 
13,866 

313,487 
118,308 
36,164 
30,378 
5,519 

H>6,68J 
2,927,81~ 

97,444 
4,076,803 

'* Including Louisiana. 

1806. 1807. 

J.:. /..,'. 
71,353 6-1,402 

138,498 144,3.26 
77,817 g,104 
25,g04 66,636 

422,429 922,308 
12,406 1 b,5gO 
47,.297 69,909 
34,378 40,266 
11,590 7,050 
65,062 26,ttô 
51,173 13,03@ 

417,946 447,883 
100,822 77,638 
64,758 131,7-11 
.2f),432 81,482 
10,121 5,~55 

130,203 146,734 
2,566,729 4,115,13Ô 

73,8~5 143,704 
4,300,743 6,53J,4ll 
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Real Value of Ex ports to the United States 
of .l\.rnerica. 

1 

rass and Copper Manufactures n 
c 
G 
I 
H 
I 
L 
L 
s 
s 
T 

.,otton Goods -
lass and Earthenware 

-Iaberdashcry 
ats -

ron and Steel 
cad -
in ens -
ait -

'ilk Manufactures 
in and Pewter 

iVoollens ' 0 ther articles 
-

~ 

-
-
-
-. 
-
--
-

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-· 
-
-

llntish Produce and} 
Manufactures. 

Fgreign Merchandize. 
Total Exports. 

181)5 180~). 1807. 

i,". J.:. -[-. 
g0,342 8~,14!:: 168,004 

3,267,843 4,645,739 4,6og,!:!tt 
165,563 175,5C'(j 162,5-12 
245,433 313,764 3i0.862 
g8,g04 gg,260 64~620 

739,049 684,678 77'J, 188 
72,003 44,619 31,166 

31!),950 28g,044 306,821 
60,830 84,68~) 81,574 

465,442 4.25,165 4171418 
50,550 79, !8~) 75,875 

4,621,827 4,866,178 4,239,118 
815,732 5gg,4g5 60(), 114 

ll~Olg;WS 12~389,488 11,8-16,513 

427A7t 476,063 251,4'29 

11,446,939 12_,865,551 12,0g7,942 
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No. X. 

E.tportsfrom Quebec.-1808. 

8. à. [.. s. d. 
Wheat - 186i08 bus he! .•• , .• 6 8 31,118 0 0 
Criblings !50 ditto •..•••.• 3 0 22 lü 0 
Pense 529:3 J ditto .•.•.. 5 6 14,.556 17 0 
Oats 2GG9 ditto . • ..... 2 0 266 18 0 
Jhrley 5994 d1tto ...•...• 3 4 999 0 0 
lndian com 3+67 ditto ..•••••• 4 0 li93 8 0 
Hayseed 13B30 tll to .......• 6 0 4149 0 0 
:Flour 4246% barrels •••••• 47 6 100,847 5 0 
Biscuit - 32587 q uintals .... 24 0 39,104 8 () 
p rk 179 tterre . . .• .• 140 0 1,253 0 0 
Ditto 73'2 hanels ...... 100 0 8,6li0 0 0 
Be cf 1509 ditto .•.•..•• 60 0 4 5'27 0 0 
Oak t.imb<.>t· 1 237'2 pie('es ...... 60 0 37,116 0 0 
I>ine ditto H510 clitto •..••.•• 30 0 21,765 0 0 
Maplc \\:J.Inut - J 8S ditto ..•.••.. 4U () 376 0 0 
Staves aud lwadmg - 1,824861 (per 1 '200) L.40 0 0 60,800 0 0 
Ditto cuds 6'2-i-53 rer rli lto .•.. 60 0 156 0 0 
noards aJl(l planks - l ~H467 pcr ditto .•.. 100 0 972 0 0 
Qak p!anks 209 each ••.•••.• 15 0 156 15 0 
Handspikes - 414.-t ............ 1 0 207 4 0 
Oars 67Q:3 per pair .... 6 0 1,008 6 0 
Masts 3994 ...........• 103 0 :35,946 0 0 
Bowsprits 3'73 ••••••••••.• 3,357 0 0 
YarJs 

G " .. •••••••• 60 0 18 0 0 
Sp:trs 1612 ............ 15 0 1,209 0 0 
Hoops - 215.'100 ............ 120 0 1,293 0 0 
I.athwood - 130'215 pieces .•..•• 250 0 1,350 0 0 
Scantling !iH::G •••••••••••• ,') 0 606 10 0 
Punch. a:11l hhd. packs l ·!f9 .•••••...•.• 15 0 2,203 10 0 
1\1ac1eira d0. 20Z6 •••••••••••• 15 0 1 ,Sl!l 10 0 
Cod fish 2949 quintals .... 14 0 2,064 6 0 
Sai Illon 794 tierce~ •••.•• 80 () 3,176 0 0 
Ditto 61 barre!s .••... 50 0 1.12 10 0 
Henings .)19 ditto ..... . ,. 12 G 32·1- 7 

----- -- -
\_:.81,974 4 6 
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s. d. 

nrought forward 
'Pictt.lcd fish 83 tierces • . . . • • 30 
Ditto 519 bbls... • • • • • • 20 
Lard 50 ditto ••.••. ,. 106 
Ditto 393 kegs ........ 40 
Butter ll6GO do. and firk. •• 40 
Soap 11~ 2 boxes • • • • • • 3'2 
Tallow 1 keg • • • • • . • • 20 
Caudies 886 boxes 55 
Picki(·d ton g-ue~;; 4.) kegs • • • . • • • • 30 
Rounds beef - ~ 7 pun ..... L 90 0 
Ditto 8:3 bbls .•••• 33'2 0 
Ditto 39 kegs • • • • 38 0 
Hams 14 tierces •••••. 300 
Ditto 107 picces • . . . . . 10 
Oxcu 26 •••••••..•.. 100 
Horses 60 ............ 300 
Cah·es 4 . • • • • • • • . . . . 10 
S!iet'p 213 ............ 15 
Tmkies 118 .. .. .. .. .. • • 2 
E ·srnee of spruce - 150 casK, ..•.•• 100 
}IOn St0\'CS 127 . . • • . • . • • .. oÜ 
Sloin 'es 6{1500 ............ 10 
Ox J~orns 6485 . . • • . . . . • • 0 
Apples 39ti Gbl!!:... • • • • • • '20 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
0 

g~ 
() 

0 
0 
0 
0 
() 

6 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 

Onious 8'3 <htto ..•.•••• :20 U 
l\"ool 8 ld .. s ••••.•.• 'i( 0 0 
l!c•np 471~'1bs ......... 0 4 
Ditto sccù 8 bL!s .••. , . . . • l 0 0 
Oil 9'260 ~allons.... • • ~ 0 
Hops 1319lhs. .. .. .. . • 2 0 
:Mats 143 .. • • .. .. • . .. 0 6 
l~:rch 30 ho: nl.;: • • • • . • 5 0 
Castor oil 2 ca "'" • • . • . . 60 0 
ca~torurn 9 kep 5 0 
Car.lllaire - 17 Jmnch .•••• ~ 
D'tto 9 casl;.s ...... 5 
Malt 9' G3 bus!Je, •.•••• 

S 107652cwt.Oqr>. 7tb.} 
Pot awl pearl ashes -l 50838 barrels •••. 

New ship:s - 3750 tous •..• /, l(J 
Tief't' 29 hhds. • •.•.• 
Ditto 500 ditto •.•...•• 

Dea ver 
l\h.rtin 
Otters 
J.link 
l~ishers 

FUP.S. 

- 1269'27 
9J30 
7~30 •••••••••••• 
9101:) ••••••••.••• 
!3866 •••••••••••• 

5 () 

55 0 

0 0 
!:10 0 

7 6 

13 9 
3 4 

2\l 0 
2 0 
4 0 

[.. s. d. 
381,974 4 6 

12·f 10 0 
51 ~l 0 0 
400 0 0 
786 () 0 

5,200 (l () 

1,855 J - 0 
] () 0 

2,43() 1(1 0 
67 lü 0 

460 0 0 

210 0 0 
53 ll) 0 

130 0 0 
900 (, 0 

'2 (· 0 
1.'>9 15 0 

6 0 0 
7.50 () 0 
50S 0 0 

30 5 0 
27 0 5 

3% 0 0 
f:j:; 0 0 
80 0 0 
78 1.'> 0 

4 0 0 
926 0 0 
131 18 0 

3 Il '6 
7 10 0 
(i 0 0 

17 15 0 

lC:O 0 0 

740 15 0 

296,043 3 5 

3ï,500 0 0 
116 0 0 
1!J5 0 0 

7!32,9':0 

118,99~ 
1,5S8 
7,230 

910 
773 

1'29,496 

5 10 

6 
0 

16 
4 

3 
8 
0 
0 
0 

7 11 
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s. d. l· s. cl. 
P.rought for.Prd rlo9,496 7 

1 

11 
Foxes 1038 •..•..••.•.• 5 0 '59 JO 0 
:Bears and cubs 1298 ........... , 2.i 0 1,.32~ ~t: 0 
De ers 103375 ............ 3 4 17,312 10 0 
Cascd and open cat - 57 8 .... , ....... " ,) '1• 9.~3 r, 0 
Racoons - 123S07 (········· .. 2 0 i2,330 14 0 
Mw;;kcats 6513 ............ 1 6 48fl 9 6 
Wolf 18 ............ 7 6 tl ,.) 0 
Elk 662 ............ 15 0 496 JO 0 
Woolvereens - 39 ............. 5 0 9 15 0 
8 fa1s 10 .. ·········· Lb 0 2 0 0 
:Eufl'aio - 1 ............. 20 0 1 0 0 

--·-- - -
Purs .............. 162,979 1 5 
General •• .-. •.•••••• 732,'170 5 10 

895 949 7 3 
Add expence of the military Jepartment, which has ( 

been more this year than usual. S 200 000 0 0 

1 0!:15,!:149 7 3 

334 vessels cleared at the Custom-house. 
70275 tons. 

3330 men. 

To illustrate more fully the above tonnage in 1808, as in
creas d by the natural ameliorat · 11 of the country, and by the 

embargo in America, let us compare it with the tonnage of the 
:sbipping of the years 1806-33,996. 

1807-42,293. 

The increase is conspicuous. 
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No. XI. 

To the Right Hon~ Lord Hobart; one l!f His 
Majefly' s principal Secreta ries of State, 

~c. ~c. 

The Memorial and Petition of the Merc;tants and olher Inhaùitants 

of New Brunswick, 

Humbly sheweth; 
'l'HAT after the settlement of this province by the American 

loyalists in the year 1783, its inhabitants eagerly engagèd in end~a

vouring to supply with fish and lumber the British possessions in the 
West Indies, and by their exertions they had, within the first ten 

years, built ninety-three square-rigged \•essels, and seventy-one sloops 

and schooners, which were principally employed in that trade. There 

was the most flattering prospect that this trade would have rapidly 
increased, when the late war breaking out, the Governors of the 

West India islands admitted, by proclamation, the vessels of the 

United States of America to supply them with every thing they 

wanted; by which means the rising tradc of this province bas been 

materiaU y injured, and the enterprisi~g spirit of its inhabitants ~e
verely checked. For the cjtizens of the United States, having none 

of the evils of war to encounter, are not subJect to the high rates of 

Însurance on their vessels and cargoes, nor to the great advance in 

the wages of seamen, to which, by the imperious cucumstances of 

the times, British subjects are unavoiclably liable. And being ad· 

mitted by proclamation, they are thereby exempt from a transient 

;~.nd parochial duty of two and a half to five percent. exacted in the 

West In dia islands from British subjects. 

Admission into the British ports in the West lndies having been 

once obtained by the Americans, their government has spared neither 

pains nor expence to increase theirfisheries, so essential to that trade. 

By gran ting a bounty of nearly 20s. per ton on all vessels employed in 

the cocl fishery, they have induced numbers to turn their attention to 

that business, and now the principal part of the cod fishery in the; 

lhy ofF un dy is engrossed by them. 
c;: c 



The counly of Charlotte being separated from the United Statu 
only by a navigable river, the Americans have, under the foregoing 

advantages, been ena bled to carry off annually ( to be reshipped for the 
'\V est I ndia market) nearly three millions of feet of boards eut in that. 

part of this province, and also a large proportion of the fish caught 

and cured by British subjects in the Bay of Passamaquoddy. 
These discouraging circumstances have prevented the trade in fish 

and lumber from this province to the West Indics from increasing: 

since the year 1793, and would have totally annihilated it, had not the 

province possessed advantages in point of situation so favourable for 

that tradc, as to enable its inhabitants to continue the establishments 

already made for that purpose. What those advantages are, your 

memorialists now beg leave to state to your Lordship. 

The sea coast of this province abounds with cod and scale fish, ancl 

its ri vers are annually visited by immense shoals of herrings, shad, and 

salmon. The numerous harbours along the coast are most conve

niently situated for carrying on the cod fishery, which may be prose~ 

cuted to any extent imaginable. The herrings which frequent the 

ri vers of this province are a species peculiarly adapted for the West 

lndia market; being equally nutritions with the common herrings, 

and p0ssessed of a greater degree of firmness, they are capable of 

being kept longer in a warm climate. In such abundance are they 

annually to be found, that the quantity cured can only be limited by 

the insufficient number of hands employed in the business. 

The interior of this province, as well as the parts bordering on the 

sea coast, is every where intersected by rivers, creeks, and lakes, on 

the rnargin of which, or at no great distance from them, the country 

for the most part is covered with inexhaustible forests of pine, spruce, 

b;rch, beech, maple, elm, fir, and other timber, proper for rnasts of 

any size, lumber, and ship-building. The smaller rivers afford ex

cellent situations for saw-mills, and every stream, by the melting of 

the snow in the spring, is rendered deep enough to float clown the 

masts and lumber of every description, which the inhabitants have 

eut and brought to its banks, during the long and severe winters of 

this climate, when their agricultural pursuits are necessarily suspend

ed. The lands in the interior of the province are generally excellent, 

and where cleared, have proved very productive. 

Great advances have not hitherto been made in agriculture for 
want of a sufficient number of inhabitants, yet within a few years 

/ 
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thcre has remaine.l, beyond our domestic supply, a considerable sur

plus in horses, salted provisions, and butter, for exportation. And 

your memorialists look forward with confidence to a rapid increase 

in the exports of those articles, for which the soil and climate of this 

country are weil adapted. 
Possessing so many local advantages, your memorialists feel them· 

selves warranted in stating to your Lor<lship, that, were not the Ame

ricans admitted into the British ports in the West Indies, the fishcries 

of this ànd the neighbouring colonies, if duly encouraged, would, 

with the regular supply from the united kingdoms, furnish the 

British ·vvest India i. lands with ali the fish they would require. And 

that in a few years the supply oflumber from this province, which 

already exceeds ten millions of feet annually, would, with the excep

tion of staves only, be equal to the demand in the said islands. And 

your memorialists farther confidently state, that these provinces 

would furnish shipping sufficient to carry from the United States aU 

the flour, corn, and staves, which the British West Indies would stand 

in need of beyond what the Canadian provinces could furnish. 

Du ring the peace from 1783 to 1793, American vessels were not 
admitted into the British West India islands, (the whole trade of 
those islands being carried on during that period in British bottoms) 

and at no time have the supplies been more abundant or more reason

able. W ere the Americans exc1uded from th ose islands, this and 

the neighbouring provinces could now furnish a much larger propor

tion than formerly of the supplies required, and a rapid and pro

gressive increase migbt annually be expected. But should the Ame

ricans obtain by treaty a right to participate in that trade, not only 

will the farther progress ofimprovement in this province be interrupt

ed, but many of its most industrious inhabitants, unable to procure 

a subsistence here, will be urged to forego the blessings of the British 

constitution, to which they are most sincerely and zealously attached, 

and to seek for an establishment in the United States of America. 

That great advantages would resu1t to the British nation from pro

viding a sure and permanent supply of those essential articles for its 

'V est lndia islands, independent of foreign assistance, must be ob

vious. The inhabitants of those islands, forming commercial con

nexions only with tlteir fellow subjects, would continue the more 
unalterably attached in their dutiful affection and loyalty to the 

parent state; and there would be the less reason to dread the conse-
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q,uences of any misunderstanding that might hereafter arise between 
Great Britian and the United States of America. The introduction 
into the West Indies of contraband articles, particularly teas,. and all 
kinds of East India manufactures, (a traffic which the Americans 110w 
carry on to an enormous extent) would thereby be checked, and the 
whole benefit of the trade of those islands secnred to British subjects. 
If thus aided and supported against the views of the Americans, the 
trade of these northern provinces would speedily acquire new and 
increasing vigour, and (which may be an important consideration) 
soon render them valuable nurseries of seamen for the British navy,. 
that grand security to the commerce and prosperity of his majesty's 

kingdoms and colonies. 
Y our memorialists therefore most humbly pray, &c. 

Sain\ John, New Brunswick, llth May, 1804. 
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No. XII. 

To the Right Honourable Lord Hobart, one of His 

M qjesty' s principal Secret aries l!f State, 

~c. ~c. 

The Petition of the Merchants, and other Inhaùitants l!f Halifa~, in 

the Province of Nova Scotia1 

Humbly sheweth1 

THAT the trade of this province arises principally from the fish 

caught on its coasts, great quantities of ,.,.hich are exported annually 

by your petitioners to the West India islands. That in the pursuit of 

this commerce, your petitioners are rivalled by the citizens of the 

American St:.1tes1 to whom the ports of those islands are ever open:~ 

and who are exempt from duties and other expences to which your 

petition ers are liable. Y our petitioners have beard, that in the ex• 

isting negociation, relative to the twelfth article of the treaty with 

America, the Americans ai rn at a further extension of their trade with 

the British West India islands, which, if obtained, would utterly ruin 

the already declining fisheries of the British colonies, whence the na• 

tion has long derived much wealth, and its navy a supply of hardy 

seamen. 
That the coasts of this province, as well as the Gulph of St. Lwa· 

renee, and the islands of Newfoundland and Cape Breton, abound 

with fish of the most valuable sorts; so that with encouragement these 

colonies would satisfy, toits utmost extent, the dernand of the West 

India islands for dry and pickled fish. 

Y our petitioners, therefore, most humbly pray, th at your Lord

ship, :;~.nd his majesty's other ministers, would take the premises, and 

the annexed memorial, into consideration, and woqld protect the trade 

and fisheries of his majesty's subjects in these colonies against the 

views of the Americans, by granting to the British colonisti the ex-
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clusive privilege of supplying their fellow subjects in the West Inùies 
with the article of fish caught on the coasts of North America. 

(Signed) William Sabatier, 
William Smith, 
George Grassic, 
James Fraser" 
William Lyon, 

Committee appointed by the Merchants, anù othe~ 
lnhabitants of Halifax, Nova. Scotia. 

1-Ialifax. Nova Scotia, March 2Sd, 1804. 



Memorial and Staternent if the Case 1'eftrred to in the anne.r:ed 

Petition. 

AS every British province and island in these northern climates 

is individually able to furnish the West India islands with sorne essen

tial article of consumption, which in whole, or in part, is deficient 

in others, the Petitioners, in the following statement, have extended 

their observations beyond the limits of the single prm·ince in which 

they reside. 

The West lndia islands require to be supplied with the undermen

ti.oned articles, viz. 

From the Fisheries.-Dried cod fish, barrel or pickled fish, viz. sal

mon, herring (of various species), and mackarel and ail. 

Forest.-Lumber, viz. squared timber, scantling, planks and boards, 

shingles, clapboards, hoops, and oak staves. 

AgricultUt·e.-Biscuits ancl flour, lndian corn and meal, park, beef, 

butter, cheese, potatoes, and anions; live stock, viz. horses, oxen, 

hogs, sheep and poultry. 

Mines .-Coals. 

Of these arcicle3, the following are produced by the several colo

nies.-New Brunswick produces, in the greatest abundance, lnrnber 

of e,·ery kind, except oak staves; it yields already many of the smaller 

articles which serve to complete a cargo, and its shores abound with 

' 'arious fish fit for pickling. Nova Scotia produces lumber of ail 

sorts, except oak staves, but in a lesser degree than New Brunswick; 

horses, oxen, sheep, and ali the other productions of agriculture, ex

cept wheat and Indian corn; the Eastern and Northern parts of the 

province abound in coal, and its whole coast yields inexhaustible 

quantities of cod fish, and others fit for pickling. 

Cape Breton and Prince Edward islands; the former yields coal in 

abundance, its fisheries are considerable; but without dealing directly 

with the West Indies, they serve to increase the exports of Nova Sco

tia. ]3oth these islands supply Newfoundland with cattle, and with 

due encouragement would rival sorne of the more opulent colonies, 

in articles of agriculture; their fisheries also may be greatly extend

ed, as the whole circuit of these islands abound in fish. 

Canada cau supply any quantity of oak staves, as weil as flour and 

lndian corn, for six months in the year. Newfoundland yields little 
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lumber, but its trade in dried cod fish has hitherto, in a great mea. 
s~ue, supplied ali Europe ~nd the West Indies, :md it is capable of 
stil~ greater extensio~ 

The petitioners have therefore no hesitation in affirming, that these 
mother colonies are able to supply the West Indies with dried fish, 
and every species of pickled fish, for their consumption; and that 
at no very distant period they could also supply ali the other articles 
herein before enumerated, except, perhaps, flour, Indian meal and 
corn, and oak staves. ' 

Having stated the foregoing facts, the petitioners beg leave to re
quest the attention of his Majesty's ministers to the peculiar circum
stances of this province, the perma~ent establishment of which took 
place about fifty-four years ago; for previous t~ the settlement of 
Halifax, there were few inhabitants in it, and but little trade. The 
m~ther country, sensible of ~he favourable situation of this colony for 
fisheries, that its harbours are seldom more than a few miles from 
each other, and that its extensive sea coast teems every season with 
shoals of fish of the most useful sorts, made every effort to establish 
~hem. The fisheries, however, "!-Jntil the close of the American war~ 
1anguished f~om one ~ause only-the want of inh~bitants. The influx 
of inhab~tants at that time, and since, bas promoted industry and 
doJ:!!estic comfort, and a race or people born on the sail have become 
attached to it. The clearing of the lands, and other causes, have 
improved the elima te; and by a late survey or the interior of the 
Province, it is discovered that the lands ~re not only better than had 
been imagined, but superi~r to the greater part of the rest of Nort~ 
America. 

The p~esent situation of this Province with regard toits trade, re
sembles that of New England at the close of the seventeenth century; 
and unless checked at this 9risis, it has ~he most reasonable expec
tation of a more rapid ~ncrease than the latter ever experienced. 

Encouraged by the prospect before them, and conscious of the 
abÙses that have crept into the fisheries, the Petitioners are looking 
forward to the aid of the Provincial Legi~Iature, and to other means1 

for correcting those abuses and for establishing and improving the 
fisheries, that great' source of wealth to the parent state, the colonial 
husbandman, and ~erchant: but they perceive with regret, that their 
efforts will prove ineffectual, unl~ss the citizens .of the United States, 
a.ccording to the ancient policy of Great Britain towards foreigners1 
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.are wholly or partially excluded from the islands, or a permanent 

equivalent is granted to the colonists. 

The American Legislature bas rejected the 12th Article of the late 

Treaty; the citizens of the United States would have been excluded 

from the West Indies, if the governors of tho-;e islands bad not, under 

the plea of necessity, by proclamation, admitted them. ln this trade 

the Americans possess the following advantages over the colonists. 

First,-In the Islands of Barbadoes, Antigua, Saint Kitt's, and Ja

maica, a stranger's dnty of two and a half, or more, per cent. is im• 

posed on imports, and in the Island of Saint Vincent, British subjects 

exclusively are subject to a duty of three per cent. which must be 

paid in specie, and to procure which a forced sale is frequently made 

of part of the cargo to great disadvantage. From this duty the Ame

ricans, being in.vited by proclamation, are exempt. 

Second,-During the late and present war, the citizens of the 

United States, being neutrals, have not been hurthened with the 

heavy charge of insurance against the enemy, which to the colonists 

has increased the premium ten per cent. to the smaller islands, and 

twelve and a half percent. to Jamaica. 

Third,-The northern States have granted a bounty of near 20 

shillings per ton, on vessels in their fisheries. 

From those circumstances, so unable are the petitioners to con tend 

with the Americans in the West lndia markets, that they derive 

greater advantage by · selling their fish at an inferior priee in the 

United States; whence the A mericans re-export them to the West 

India Islands under the ~bove-mentioned advantages, so as to make 

a profit even on their outward voyage. 

It is well known, and in an ample re}ilort made to Congress in the 

years 1790 and J 791, by the now President of the United States, th en 

their Secretary of State, it was set forth, that the fisheries of New 

Engl::md were on the verge of ruin, and he recommended, what was 

afterwards adopted,-the grant of a bounty to counterbalance the 

disadvantages the tra.cle then laboured und er. At th at period, the 

fisheries of Nova Scotia made a rapid increase; the whale fis hery alone 

from the port of Halifax :consisted of twenty-eight sail of ships and 

brigs from 60 to 200 tons hurthen ; but the succeeding war and other 

unfavourable circumstances soon destroyed this important branch of 

the fishery. By the aid of bounties from the State Legislature, the 

merican fisheries recovered the ir former vi gour, and are now car-



ried on with great spirit, increasing their trade with the West Indiet 

to an incredible extent; considerable numbers of our best fishermen 

have emigrated from Newfoundland and this Province, to the United 

States, within a few months, and more are daily following them : 

thus it appears evident, that a wise policy, steadily pursued, will pre

serve a sinking trade, and that this Province is not wanting in exer

tion, when fa,·ourable opportunities for it are offered. 
Should the Americans obtain by tréaty an indulgence of their trade 

in fish with the West ludies, it will prove the ru in of that of the British 

Northern Colonies, and draw away from them their most industrious 

inhabitants. The islands will then depend on Foreign States for sup

plies of ali the articles before enumerated; and if at :my time hereafter 

differences should take place between Great Britain and the Ameri

can States, from what quarter, it may be asked, are the Islands to 

ob tain their supplies; the ruined trade and fisheries of those colonies 

may prove, too late, the fatal policy of throwing into the bands of 

foreigners a trade, which, '"'ith a little encouragement, might have 

been almost, if not entire1y, confined to British subjects. 
From these considerations the justice and policy of giving en

couragement to the Northern Colonies are evident. Should the 

stranger's duty, imposed in the Islands, be taken ofF; should a bounty 

equal to that granted by the State Legislature be allowed, and the 
present war succeeded by a peace, then may the West lndia Islands 

receive from these Colonies supplies of all kinds of dried or pickled 

fish, on terms as advantageous as they are now furnishe~ with them 

from a Foreign State. It is obvious that the Americans, and the 

West India planters, have a mutual interest in the free trade to the 

Islands, but the planters have no right to expect supplies from a neu

tral nation intime of war, merely because it affords them at a cheaper 

rate than the British Colohies ;' they should bear the inconveniences 

of war as weil as their fellow subjects, who have been driven into 

these northern regions by their zealous loyalty in support of the 

happy constitution under which they now live. The supplies required 

by the Islands cannot greatly increase; while the Northern Colonies, 

from their great extent and growing population, will every year be 

more and more able to furnish those supplies. The Islands are, in a 

measure, limited iu their extent; but the Northern Colonies are 

almost unbounded. 
The inhabitants of those colonies have acquired their present con-
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dition, which, at best, is mediocrity, by a continued exertion of in

dustry and frugality, und er a climate aRd a soil, which yield their 

blessings to perseYeriug exertion alone. The vVest lndia planters h:we 

ever been in a different ituation, and can afford to wait a reasonable 

time for the accomplishment of those expectations which arejustly 

entertained by the colonists; in the interim, they ought to give a 

fair equivalent for the articles of which they stand in need, and not 

expect, at an infcrior priee, commodities whose 'alue the imperious 

circumstances of the times have tended to enhance. The northcrn 

colonists have struggled with ali the difficulties incident to a young 

country, and they are now arrived at a period, when, if duly encou

raged, they may be enablecl to reap the fruits of their honest labour; 

but restricted in their tracle to the Mediterranean by an ancient regu

lation, which obliges them to land tbeir cargoes in f:ome English 

European port, before they can proceed on homeward~bound voy

ages, and bnrthened also in the manner here statecl in the vVest 

lndia trade, the petitioners cannot contend with the Americam, but 

look forward with the most distressful prospects to means of procur
ing a future subsistence, unless his Majesty, in his goodness, shall be 

pleased to afford them protection and relief. They therefore anxi

ously hope, that the observations contained in this memorial may not 

appear unworthy of the attention of his Majesty's ministers, but that 

whatever temporary indulgences may be granted to the American 

citizens, the British colonists, agreeably to their former solicitatious 

on that subject, may be permitted to return to America, without 

entering at any port in Great Britain. 

My Lord, Halifax, Jan. 30, 1805. 

\V E the Committee of the merchants and inhabitants of Halifax, 

Nova Scotia, who presented to Lord Hobart, your Lordship's prede

cessor, a petition, praying that the British colonists might have the 

exclusive right of supplying his Majesty's West India islands with 

fish, have lately seen, in print, a letter written to your Lordship by 

G. W. Jordan, Esq. Colonial Agent for Barbadoes, containing ob

servations on our petition, and the memorial annexed to it; we 
think it our duty briefly to answer those observations) and to enforce 

the object of our petition. 
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Mr. Jordan's first remark is founded on a misconception or per .. 

version of the allegation of the petitioners : we assert in our memorial 

~' that in the islands of Barbadoes, Antigua, Saint Kitt's, and Ja

'' mai ca, a stranger's duty, of two and a half per cent. is imposed on 

cc imports, and th at in the island of Saint Vincent, British subjects, 

cc exclusively, are subject to a duty of three per cent.;" no charge 

is therefore made, that the duty is not general in the island of Bar

badoes ; the charge is clearly confined to the single island of Saint 

Vincent. 
We are not alarmed, my Lord, at the reference made by Mr. 

Jordan to papers which were not intended for his inspection, but for 

private information only; since those papers contain no other facts 

than such as can be proved. The practice in the vV est India islands 

of keeping the ports al ways open to the Americaus, amounts, in our 

apprehension, to the grant of a free trade; and that goods of foreign 

manufacture are by these means introduced into the islands no one 

who is at ali acquainted with the character and practices of the 

American traders can doubt. W e lament that, even in these colo

nies, into whose ports no American vessels are admitted, except fish

ing vessels, which by treaty are allowed to resort to our coasts, such 

quantities of foreign goods do find admittance, that it is to be feared 

more than half the East lndia goods consumed in this province is 

supplied from the neighbouring States of America. 

\V e do not, as M r. Jordan is pleased to assert, daim a right of 

sel ling our own commodities at our own priees in time of war; but 

we contend that, when the article of fish is furnished from the 

northern colonies, in abundance, although increased in priee by the 

war ex pen ces, the West I ndia colonists ought not, on that account, 

to require or permit the introduction of it from foreign states, and in 

foreign bottoms; especially as the fish is generally paid for in the pro

duce of the islands, of which the planters take care to raise the priee 

jn proportion. That these northern colonies can supply the islands 

"vith their whole consumption of fish, and at reasonable priees, can 

be easily proved, and that they are, thcrefore, entitled to do so, exclu

sive/y, Mr. Jordan himselfadmits. 

The right of the West India colonists to obtain from the Amc

rican States all articles of the first necessity, which they cannot ade

qua tel y obtain from the dominions of Great Britain, is not disputed 

by us; but we assert that the article of fish can be adequately ob-
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tained from the British colonies. That the allowing supplies to be 
imported in American bottoms has been destructive to the British 

carrying trade, has been lately demonstrated by a very able writer on 

the subject; and that the indulgences granted to the Americans have 

injured the fisheries, and great/y reduced the tonnage and seamen 

employed in these colonies, we can assert from our own sad experi

ence. An inspection into the imports and exports of the island of 

Jamaica for one year, as laid before their House of Assembly, and 

published in the J am ai ca almanack for the last year, will ~hew how 

large a portion of the West India carrying trade is engrossed by the 
Americans. 

If, my Lord, we have stated in our memorial that it i~, now, 

more advantageous for the merchants of this colony to dispose oftheir 

fish in the United States, th an to send it to the West Inùia islands,

we have made it a subject of cornplaint; and at the same time have 

set forth the reawns why the Arnericans rival us in that trade. Were 

gur commerce with the islands placed on a fair foundation, the same 

British ships would convey our fish thither, which now carry it to 

the American markets. But burdened as that tracle is with insurance 

against the enerny, and confined as it is, and ought to be, to a fair 
dealing in legitimate merchandize, we contend in those ports with 

the Americans at every disadvantage. 

Had Mr. Jordan fair/y observed on our petition and memorial, 

he would not have asserted that the positive affirmation in the for

mer, " that these provinces can supply the West lndies with fish," 

was shaken by a subsequent observation, " that, under certain cir
u cumstances, the trade and fisherics of these colonies would be 

H ruined, which, with encouragement, might be almost.t if not 

u entirely, confined to British subjects." The observation refers 

expressly to the trade in all the articles enumerated in the memorial; 

the affirmation is confined to the single article of fish. One read

ing of the paragraph referred to will entirely refute Mr. Jordan's 

remark. 
Having already, my Lord, observed that the increase of the priee 

of fish, occasioned by war, is no just ground for the introduction of 

that article, from foreign ports, and in foreign vessels, we shall not 

follow Mr. Jordan in the curions inference he undertakes to draw 

from our admission, that, in war time, the Americans can under

sell us in fish. So little are we disposed to require an extravagant 
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priee for our fish, that we most readily would nccede to 1\lr. Jordan's 

proposai, of fixing the maximum priee of cod fish at eight dollars, in 

time of war; and, indeed, could we obtain even three-fourths of 

that priee, generally, during the war, the fisheries would soon flou

rish again, and the islands be at all times am ply supplied with fish. 

On the two facts with which Mr. Jordan closes his observations, 

we shall only remark that the former is conceded by us as to the 

flour and grain importecl into Nova Scotia from the United States; 

and it is perfectly consistent with our memorial, in which we con· 

fess that this province is deficient in the articles of wheat and corn. 

The other fact we must dispute; and although we are not provided 

with documents to ascertain the tonnage employed between the Bri· 

tish North American provinces and the West lndia islands, for the 

particular year 1791, yet we are furnished with returns of the ton
nage employed in the trade to and from the West lndia islands for 

the year 179~, and entered at the Custom-house in Halifax, being 

for one only of the two districts into which this province is divided, 

and which we beg leave to insert, as follows :. 

1792. Outwards. lnwards. 

Spring quarter, 886 719 
.Midsummer ditto, 1436! 3605 

~Iichaelmas ditto, - 2397 385 

Christmas ditto, 1770 1862! 

Tons 6489! Tons 6571! 

It is therefore incredible, that, in the year 1791 only, 4837 tons 
were employed in the tn~de betwcen all the British northern pro

,·inces and the "V est India islands, when, in the subsequent year, 

it appears by :m authentic return, that in one district, of one pro

vince, upwards of six thousand ton~ were actually engaged in that 

commerce. 
Here, my Lord, we conclude our observations on Mr. Jordan's 

letter; nor shall we presume to intrude on your Lordship's patience 

further thau to state one fact, wbich must demonstrate the effi
ciency of the British colonies, or at least of British shipping, to snp• 

ply the demands of the West lndia markets. From the year 1785, 
to the year 1794, American ships were excluded from the W ec;t 
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lndia islands, yet they were, dnring that period, so well provided 

with articles of the first necessity, that ships from these colonies were 

frequently unable to find a sale for their cargoes in our own islands~ 

and were obliged to resort to foreign islands for a market. By re~ 
turns collected from the mercbants of this province, engaged in the 

West India trade, we fi nd that the priees obtained by them for cod 

fish, from the year 1785, to the year 1792 inclusive, never exceeded 

five dollars per quintal, and sometimes feil short of half that sum. 

ln the year '1793 we meet with a single instance of cod fish selling 

fot six dollars; but the common priee, even in that first year of the 

war, was not more than three and a half dollars per quintal. The 

cheapness, therefore, of this article clearly proves the abundance 

of it in the West India islands, and consequently that the allowing 

the Americans to import fish in American ships was not a mea.sure 

of necessity. 

W e have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, 

Y our Lordship's 
.1\-Iost obedient and most humble servants, 

(Signed) William Sabatier, 
William Smith, 
George Grassic, 

Tlze Right Hon. Lord Carnden, 
f:#c. fSc. fSic. 

. James Fraser, and 
William Lyon. 
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No. XIII. 

NEvV BRUNS,ïVICK. 

Add1~ess respecting the Islands in Passamaquoddy 

Bay. 

To the Honourable GABRIEL G. LunLow, Esquire, l1resident 

of his Majesty's Council, and Commander in Chief of the Pro

vince of NEw BRUNSWICK, &c. &c. 

The joint Address of his Majesty's Council, and the House of 

Representatives of the Province of New Bn1nswick, in Ge-

neral Assembly. 

SIR, 
HA VING long entertained a confident hope, that the possession 

of Moose Island, Dudley Island, and Frederick Island, in Passa· 

maquoddy Bay, usurped by the State of Massachusetts, would never 

be sanctioned by any act, or aYowed acquiescence on the part of his 

M~esty's government; but that his 1Vlajesty1s indisputable right to 

these islands would in due time be effectually asserted; it is with 

very great concern that we now find, from a passage in a letter from 

Mr. Merry, to your honour, stating the communications made t<J 

him by Mr. Madison, the American Secrctary of State, on the su b., 
ject of these islands, that the United States do actually consider their 

present possession as having been so sanctioned ; and that they are 

prepared to construe his Majesty's forbearance in this behalf, as 

having already w:uranted their daim of an entire right to theie 

islands. 
In the letter above referred to, Mr. Merry states, a that the Ame .. 

" rican minister observed ta him, that since his Majesty's govern· 

" ment have allowed the United States to remain in possesiion of 
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" the above-mentioned islands, the waters which snrround them, to 
" the distance to which the jurisdiction of any terri tory is usually 

H understood to extend, ought equally tu be considered as American ; 

" anrl added, that althongh he could not properly refer, on this oc

" casion, to the convention between his Majesty and the United 
H States, concluded in London, on the l2th of May, 1803, because 

" it had not been ratified, nevertheless, by that convention, the 

" islands in question were declared to belong to the United States ; 

"an arrangement which would probably be confirmed whenever the 

H matter of the boundary line between the two territories should 

" again be brought into discussion; the more s , bccause it was not 

" the article respecting th~ eastern boundary on the side of New 

" Brunswick which occasioned the convention .to remain unra• 

" tified." 
As a hope may be entertained that the convention referred to by 

l\fr. Madison respecting these islands may not yet be ratified, we 

request your honour to transmit to his Majesty's ministers this our 

joint address, on a subj(tct of such importance to his l\1ajesty's 

government, and the rights and interests of his faithful subjects in 

this province. 
After the full discussion of the question of right to these islaiHh. 

in the correspondence between his Majesty's ministers and his excel

lency the lieutenant-governor of this province, on former occasions, 

particularly his excellency's dispatch to his Grace the Duke of Port

land, dated 5th August, 1799, and the letters and documents therein 

mentioned, it may be thought snperfluous to do more than generally 

to refer to those papers on the pre~ent occasion. vVe trust, however, 

that the magnitude of the object will justify our attempt to bring 

within a small compass the result of those discussions, adding thereto 

:5ome further observations which more immediately press upon our 

attention, and which we hope will m€rit the consideration of his 

Majesty's ministers. 
That part of the second article of the treaty of peace between his 

Majesty and the United States which respects the present question 

is expressed as follows : " East, by a linc to be drawn along the 

" middle of the river St. Croix, from its mou th in the Bay o'f Fundy, 

" toits source, &c. comprehending ali islands within twenty leagues 

" of any part of the shores of the United States, and lying between 

" lincs to be drawn due east from the points wher~,o...the afores · ., 
DD 
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" boundaries between Nova Scotia on the one part, and East Flo

" rida on the other part, shall respectively touch the Hay of Fundy, 

" and the Atlantic Ocean, excepting such islands as now ar~, or 

" heretofore have been, within the limits of the said province of 

" Nova Scotia." 
The islands hereby granted are evidently such, ' and such only, 

as are within twenty leagues of the coast, and also lie between those 

parallels of latitudes by which the shores of the ceded country are 

limited at theit l rthern and southern extremities. Renee all islands, 

'flot within those parallels, however near they may be to the shore, 

are clearly excluded from the grant; and of those which m·e within 

the parallels, all suèh as then were, or ever had been, within the 

limits of Nm·a Scotia, are also excluded. From the treaty of peace, 

therefore, the United States can derive no shadow of claim to the 

islands in question; and his 1\lajesty's original right to them remains 

entire and incontestable. 
For, we believe, it has never been controverted, even by the Ame

rican government, that these islands, always before the treaty of 

peace, were comprehended within the limits, and constituted a part 

of the province of Nova Scotia, which it was the _obvious intention 

of the treaty to reserve to his Majesty, by its utmost limits; a refer

ence to the original boundaries of the province in Sir William Alex

ander's patent, and to the description of the boundaries in ail the 

commissions to his Majesty's governors of the province, and the ac

tuai grant of two of these islands to Francis Bernard, and other~, by 

letters patent under the seal of the province of Nova Scotia, heining 

date the 30th Octoher, 1765, place this fJct beyond all dispute. 

These islands, at the time when the province of New Brunswick 

was erected in the year 1784, were ali possessed and inhabited by 

his Majesty's subjects; they were, by an act of the General Assem~ 

bly of the province, p:issed in January, 1786, for the purpose of 

dividing the several countries into tm,vns and parishes, expressly made 

a part of the parish of \V est Isles, in the county of Charlotte; and 

their inhabitants yielded obedience to th~ laws of the province, in 

attending to the se\ eral duties which they were called upon to per

form by the courts and magistrates established and appointed in that 

county ; and we cannot but consider it as a matter of serious regret, 

that the possession of these islands, shortly afterwards usurped by the 

State of Massachusetts, and hitherto continued, has given rise to a 
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elaim of territorial right, on the part of that Slate, founded merely 

upon that possession. 

We now beg leave briefly to hint at sorne of the mikhief.<> and 

inconveniences which have resulted from this continued usurpation. 

Very large quantities of lumber, furnished from the neighbouring 

parts of the province, are purchased by the American subjects, and 

carried to these islands for exportation ; which lumber is paid for 

with prohibited articles from the United States; and they in the 

same manner engrt>ss almost the whole of the produce of the fish~ 

eries among these islands, which is also paid for in the same man

ner; and thus we sustain a double injury. The \V est India islands 

are, in a great measure, precluded from receiving their supplies of 

fish and lumber in British bottoms; and large quantities of contra

band goods are introduced into this province, to the great injury of 

the commercial interests of Great Britain, as well as of the fair mer

chants and traders residing here. 

Their situation ~ables the inhabitants of these islands to engrossa 

very great proportion of the plaste1· trade from this and the neigh

bouring province of Nova Scotia, which is now become of great 

magnitude and extent, whereby his Majesly's snbjects are deprived 

of a very highly valuable carrying trade in this article. 

These islands are become places of refuge for insolvent debtors, and 

disorderly persons of every description, particularly of deserters from his 

J\.1ajesty's service: ail attempts to recover whom are insolently resisted. 

By the possession of these islands, great facility is given to the 

conveyance, in small vessels, of contraband articles of every descrip

tion to varions parts of this province and Nova Scotia; so that the 

fair British merchant can have no equal competition with these illicit 

traders, even in the sale ùf British and W t.st Indîan goods. 

"\Vhereas, on the contrary, if these islands were in the possession 

of his Majesty's subjects, very large quantities of fish and lumber 

'vould be thereby furnished by them for the supply of the British 

"\Vest India islands, the present ruinous contraband trade greatly 

interrupted, and a very beneficiai carrying trade, in the article of 

plaster of Paris, in a great measure secured. 

Or, if the Americans were dispossessed of these islands, there is 

no other situation in that neighbourhood which could give them the 

advantages and opportunities to injure the trade of this province, 

which they now enjoy. 

/ 
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To these considerations it may be added, that in case of hostilities 

at any time in the United States, or countenance given by them to 

hostile attacks from any other country, the province, by the posses~ 

sion of these islands, would, in that quarter, be rendered more se .. 

cure from attack, and capable of defence. . 
lmpressed with the importance of the foregoing considerations, 

we indulge. the hope, that the transmission of this address by your 

honour to his Majesty'.s ministers may be productive o~ important 

benefits to the interests and welfare of his Majesty'i subjects in this 

province. 
(Signed) 

G. D. :(..ud?ow, Speaker of the Counci(. 

A. Botiford, Speaker of the House of Assembly. 

:?resented in March, 1807. 

Transmitted in June, 1807. 
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peclaration asto the Boundaries of the River 
St. Croix. 

THoMAS BARCLAY, DAVID HowELL, and EGBERT BENSON, 

Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the fifth Article of the 

Treaty of Amity, Commerce, and Navigation, between his Bri· 

tannic Majesty and the United States of America, finally to de

cide the Question, " What River was truly intenderl under the 

Name of the River St. Croix, mentioned in the Treaty of Peace, 
between his Majesty and the United States, and forming a Part of 

the Boundary therein described." 

DECLARATION. 

WE, the said commissioners, having been sworn impartially to 

examine and decide the said question accordipg to such evidence as 

should respectively be laid before us, on the part of the Britis;h go
vernment and of the United States, and having beard the evid ce 

which hath been laid before us by the agent of his Majesty, and the 

agent of the United States respectively appointed, and authf''"Îzed to 

manage the business on behalf of the respective government3, have 

decided, and hereby do decide the river hereinafter particu[arly de

scribed and mentioned, to be the river truly intended under the name 

of the river St. Croix, in the said treaty of peace, and forming a part 

of the boundary therein described; that is to say, the mouth of the 
said river is in Passamaquoddy Bay, at a point of land called Joe's 

Point, about one mile northward from the northern part of St. An

drew's Island, and in the latitude of forty-five degrees five minutes 

1.nd five seconds north~ and in the longitude of sixty-seven degrees 
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twelve minutes and thirty seconds west from the Royal Obs~rvatory 
at Greenwich, in Great Britain, and three degrees fifty-four minutes 
and fifteen seconds east from Harvard Co liege, in the U niYersity of 
Cambridge, in the State of Massachusetts ; and the course of th« 
said river, np from its said mouth, is northerly, to a point of land 
called the Devil's Head, then turning, the said pointis westerly, to 
where it divides ir.1to two strcams, the one coming from the west
'\'rard, and the other coming from the northward, having the name 
of Chiputnatecook, or Chibnitcook, as the same may be variously 
spelt, then up the ~aid stream so çoming from the northward to its 
5onrce, wt ich is at a stake near a yellow birch tree hooped with iron, 
and marked S. T. and 1. H. 1797, by Samuel Titcomb and John 
Harris, the surveyors employed to survey the abovementio~ed stream 
coming fcom the northward; and the said river is designated on the 
map hereunto annexed, and hereby referred to as further descnptive 
of it by the letters A.B. C. D. E. F. G. H. I. K. and L.; the letter 
A. being at its said mouth, and the Ietter L. being at its said source: 
:md the course and distance of the said source from the island, at the 
çonfluence of the aboYementioned two streams, is" as laid clown on the 
said map, north five degrees and about fifteen minutes. west by the 
magnetabout forty-eight miles and one quarter. 

ln testimony whereof we have hereunto set our hands and seals, 
at Providence, in the State of Rhode Island, the twenty-fifth day of 
October, in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight. 

(\Vitness.) 

T. DAVJSON, Whitefriar&, 
London. 

Thomas Barclay, (L. S.) 
David Howell, (L. S.) 

Egbert Benson, (L. S.) 

Edward Winslow, 

Secretary to the Commissioners. 

THE END. 










