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PREFACE. 

As I have reason to believe that the most itnport

ant of 1ny despatches from Upper Canada ·were, con

trary to usual custom, subtnitted for the decision of 

the Cabinet, I am perfectly sensible that the publica· 

tion of this volume rr1ust draw upon me the whole 

force of the Government. 

The despatches it contains were almost, without 

exception, written either during the day, while I was 

constantly interrupted, or late at night, when 

I was tired. Several were actually despatched 

in the rough draught, and such was the pressure of 

public business, that I had seldon1 time to revise them. 

The general plan of my communications to the Co

lonial Office '\<Vas unequivocally to explain the expected 

result of 1ny proposed measures, which, having been 

long ago carried into effect, must now be tested by 

the triple ordeal of the future, present, and past; 

and, as it has so happened that this volume has been 

published with extraordinary celerity (it has been 

printed in a week), I think it cannot be denied that, 
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-as I have no political connexion with any party, 

as I do not address myself to any party, and as 

there does not exist in either Ilouse of Parliament a 

single member who can stand up and say that, directly 

or indirectly, I have in any way solicited his assistance 

on this or on any subject,-! can have but little to 

support me in an uneq~al contest hut the justness of 

my cause. 

I have neither explanations nor professions to offer. 

Why do I publish these despatches ? a1n I actuated 

by public principle or private feeling? '-''hat do I 

expect to gain by the course I an1 adopting ? Will 

it be of any service to the country in general, or to 

our North American colonies in particular? 

To all of the above questions one answer will 

suffice. Reade1·, pe1·use the volume, and then Judge 

jm· yourself. Its copyright I have presented to my 

worthy publisher; and having now, as I have long 

wished to do, submitted to the country the result of 

my experience in the administration of the govern

Inent of Upper Canada, I abandon it to find its 

own level a1nong the n1ass of Reports and Docu

Inents which are already struggling to obtain the 

consideration of the public. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Preliminary History-The Elevation of Mr. M'Kenzie, and the 
recall, by the Colonial Office, of His Excellency Major Genet·al 
Sir John Colborne. 

1\IR. 1\I'l(ENZIE, l\·ho has caused the effusion of so 
1nuch British blood and n1oney, was, it is believed, 
an insignificant pedlar-lad, who, about eighteen years 
ago, having transferred himself to An1erica, under 
disreputable circmnstances, succeeded in becOJn
ing the shop or errand-boy of a notorious republican 
at Toronto. 

After living for son1e years in this description of 
society, he gradually hronght himself into notice hy 
the extraordinary talent he <lisplayed in inventing· 
gross falsehoods, and, as his radical associates acutely 
perceived that such poisonous Inisrepresentations 
f-lowing through the province would by degrees 
sicken the loyalty of those who, secluded in the back
woods, 1vere completely dependent for political in
formation on the local press, he was strongly encou
raged to throw aside his shopman's apron, and to set 
up a newspaper. 

"\Vith this detestable object in view, 1\Ir . .l\I'Kenzie's 
exertions for n1any years were really abnost super
hunlan. Every hardship, whether of wood, wind, or 
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weather, which the settler encountered in his lonely 
residence in the forest, was, by some falsehood or 
other, ingeniously shown to proceed indirectly fron1 
Downing-street, or directly frmn the Government 
House, or Legislative Council, at Toronto. Every 
magistrate, 1nilitia officer, postmaster, or school
master, who in any way 1nisbehavecl hhnself, either 
in public or private, was declared to be an especial 
favourite of the Government ; artful cmnparisons 
were constantly unfairly made between the condition 
of the old, densely-peopled districts of the United 
States and the young settlen1ents of Upper Canada, 
the difference being of course attributed to the 
withering influence of Inonarchical institutions. 

After these 1nischievous misrepresentations (which 
lowered, if it were possible, 1\ir.l\i'Kenzie in the esti
mation of every honest, intelligent 1nan) had suffi
ciently shaken the loyalty of those who, secluded in 
moral darkness, had unfortunately listened to his 
tales, he considered that the time had arrived for 
getting up smne vague petition to the Colonial 
Secretary for the general correction of "grievances." 
In order to obtaiu sufficient signatures for this pur
pose, it is perfectly notorious) throughout Upper 
Canada) that the most barefaced and ilnpudent decep
tions were practised. In various directions agents 
were employed who, themselves, affixed the names 
or marks of all who could be induced to ackno"\v
ledge they had any one thjng to con1plain of: indeed, 
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several worthy individuals were added to the li t, 
who actually believed they had joined in a loyal ad
dress. The names and signatures thus collected in 
batches, on separate pieces of paper, were then all 
pasted together, and, with scarcely anything but 
these credentials in his wallet, and with unprincipled 
impudence as his companion, this low adventurer (by 
one of those eccentric chances which occasionally 
characteri e the course of an impostor's life) returned 
to his mother-country, to introduce himself in 
J)owning-street to her l\Iajesty's Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, leaving behind hin1 in Upper 
Canada that kind of character which, with nwre 
wit than elegance, has been thus quaintly described 
Ly an Anwrican 'vriter :-

'(lie is, without exception, the most notorious liar m all 
om· country. He lies out of every pore in his skin. Whe-
1 her he be sleeping or waking, on foot or on horseback, 
talking with his neighbour or writing for a newspaper, a 
multitudinous S\Yarm of lies, visible, palpable, and tangible, 
are buzzing and settling about him like flies around a horse 

August." 

One would have thought that the infamous noto
riety of this low-bred, vulgar 1nan would have secured 
the Governor and Legislature of Upper Canada fr01n 
his libellous and seditious accusations; but, alas! the 
very fact of his undertaking a journey of nearly 
4000 miles 5ho1-vs pretty clearly that Mr. l\f'Kenzie 

B2 
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shrewdly suspected that the Colonial Office ·would not 
be very inimical to his detnands. 

The reception whjch 1\lr. 1\'I'Kenzie 1net ·with in 
Downing-street he has boastingly explained by the 
following letters, which are only a part of many he 
has published in Upper Canada, in order trimn
phantly to demonstrate the accredited importance 
with which he had been received, notwithstanding 
the docmnents, of which he 1vas the advocate, had 
not passed through the executive governn1ent, or 
before either branch of the Legislature of Upper 
Canada. 

(COPY.) Colonial Office, July 26, 1832. 
SIR, 

Lord Goderich has desired me to acknowledge the re
ceipt of your papers, and I have the honour to inform you 
that his Lordship regrets he cannot appoint an earlier day 
than Friday, the 3rd of August. On that day, however, at 
two o'clock, he will be glad to see you at this office. 

I have the honour to be 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

CHARLEs DouGLAs. 

W. L. M'Kenzie, Esquire. 
19, Wakefield-street, Brunswick-square. 

(cOPY OF EXTRACT.) 

Downing Street, 8th September, 1832. 
SIR, 

I am directed by Lord Goderich to acknowledge the re
c~ipt of your letters of the 27th August and 5th September. 
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In answer to these communications, I have to inform you 
that the other addresses, as well as that from the Niagara 
district, have in the usual manner been laid before his Ma
jesty, and you are at liberty to state this fact to the persons 
by whom they have been signed, without receiving a sepa 
rate answer to each. 

With respect to the war losses and the state of the re .. 
presentation, although, of course, he can enter into no di5 .. 
cussion with any private individual on those subjects;;,~ 
Lord Goderich is willing to receiye and to pay such 
attention as they may seem to require to any further 
written statements you may think fit to submit to him. 
If you have anything to offer which can only be verbally 
communicated, his Lordship will not refuse, on his return to 
town, to afford you such opportunities of addressing him as 
his other avocations will allow. 

(Signed) HowrcK. 
ToW. L. M'Kenzie, Esquire. 

(COPY.) Colonial O:ffice, T'uesday 26th. 
SIR, 

I am desired by Lord Goderich to propose to you to 
call here on Saturday next, at two, instead of to-morrow, 
at half-past tweh·e, as the House of Lords meet at one 
o'clock to send up an address to his 1\tiajesty. 

I am, Sir, 
Your humble servant, 

B. J. BA.LFOUR. 
To W. L. 1\T'Kenzie, Esquire. 

&c. &c. 

Colonial Office, l\-rorembe1· 2, Tuesday. 
SrR, 

Lord Goderich has desired me 1o express to you his 
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regret that the pressure of business should have prevented 

him seeing sou ince his return to town. He now begs 

lea\re to propo:e one o'clock on Tuesday next, at this office, 

for the interview you desire. 
I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

B. J. BALFOUR. 

W. L. M'Kenzie, Esqmre. 
&c. &c. 

Colonial O.ffice, ]\/overnber 5th. 

Lord Goderich presents his compliments to lVIr. 
M'Kenzie. He finds himself obliged to change the pro
posed hour for interview to-morrow to twelve o'clock 

instead. of one, which he hopes will not be inconvenient to 
Mr. M'Kenzie. 

W. L. l\1'Kenzie, Esquire. 

Colonial Office, November 6th. 

Lord Goderich is sorry to be again obliged to put 

Mr. M'Kenzie off. He has now to propose twelve o'clock 

on \Vednesday, instead of tweh·e to-morrmv. 
W. L. l\1 'Kenzie, Esquire. 

In this country, people will scarcely comprehend 

why l\Ir. 1\I'Kenzie should (writing the words 

"Esquire" and ''your most obedient lzumble fJ·ervant'' 

at full length) have published with so much ostenta

tion copies of the above commonplace cmnmunica

tions. In a small comn1unity, however, consider

able importance is attached to any interview 'vith 
a minister ; and in colonial society this distinction is 
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not only, by the vulgar, looked upon as an honour, 

but, Ly the 1no t sensible and reflecting, it is justly 

considered as a political advantage 'vhich may be 

productive of very serious results. 

The following memorandun1, which l\1r. l\f'Kenzie 

published in Upper Canada, together 'vith the notes 

'vhich have been just quoted, sufficiently show the 

1nischievous application that 1nay he n1ade of these 

improper interviews. 

(COPY.) 

Memorandum.-On Wednesday, the 7th of November, 

1832, I had the honour of a very long interview with the 

Secretary of State; and on the day following the despatch 

was written, which is an answer, in part, to my representa

tions. 

(Signed) w. L. M'KENZIE. 

The despatch fron1 the Colonial Minister to 

His Excellency Sir John Colborne, to which 

Mr. M'Kenzie here alludes, is one of the most 

extraordinary public docun1ents ever published in 

Upper Canada. It begins as follows: 

(coPY.) 

SIR, 

Downing-street, J{ov. 8, 1832. 

During several months past, I have been in ot::ca ional 

communication with Mr. William M'Kenzie upon the sub

ject of the grievances said to exist in Upper Canada, and 

for redress of which various petitions have been addressed 
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to his :Majesty. I propose in this despatch to follow l\Ir. 
l\i'Kenzie through those parts of his statem~nt, respecting 

the representation of the inhabitants in the House of Gene

ral Assembly, which appear to me essential to the consi

deration of the practical questions he has undertaken to 

agitate. 

The despatch accordingly obsequiou ly follows 
l\Ir. l\f'Kenzie through the whole course of his 1nost 

insulting abuse of the executive, legislative, civil 
and religious authorities of the colony; and in one 

instance, merely because 1\tlr. l\i'Kenzie, an unprinci

pled, vagrant grievance-n1onger,had complained "that 
the la,v, as interpreted by the Court of King's Bench, 
entitles the county n1e1nbers only to wages;" without 
asking His Excellency Sir John Colborne or the 

!-louse of Assembly itself for explanation or vindica
tion, the despatch says, "I have no right to interfere 
with the deliberations of the Council, but I mn able 
to signify to you his l\Iajesty's pleasure that you . 
should not oppose any objection to ANY I.,A 'v which 
may be presented for your acceptance for placing the 
to"Tn and county representations on the smne footing 
in this respect." 

Agaiu, because l\ir. 1\I•I(enzie had con1plained 
that various religious bodies, not choosing to take an 

oath, were excluded frmn the elective franchise, the 
despatch n1ost humLJy says, "I shall 1Je happy to 
introduce a bill into parljament for ameudin er this part 

of the constitutional Act of 179 l, unless there should 
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appear to be smne difficulty in that 1neasure which 
does not occur to tne at preseut." 

The influence of the crown appears to have been 
a;_, successfully attacked by l\Ir. 1\i'Kenzie as the 
great constitutional Act of 1791, for, in reply to 1\Ir. 
1\I'Kenzie's accusations that cc the crown possessed 
an undue influence in the Provincial Legislature," 
the despatch says, "If tl1is could be shown, his 
l\Iaje ty 'vonlcl not hesitate to assent to ANY LA 'v 
which n1ight be passed for the purpose of limiting the 
nun1ber of persons holding offices at pleasure who 
should be permitted at one ti1ne to sit there." 

This uncalled-for surrender of the influence of the 
crown, when compared with succeeding events, form a 
1110 t Inelancholy illustration of the following mninous 
prophecy, 'vith 'vhich it was officially accompanied: 
" l\Ir. 1\f' l{enzie," says the despatch to Sir John 
Colborne, " has concluded his paper by predictions 
of bloodshed and civil wm·, and a dissolution of the 
connexion between Upper Canada and this kingdom. 

"But against gloomy prophecies of this nature 
every man conversant with public business n1ust 
learn to fortify his mind. rrhey have ever been 
the resource of those who endeavour to e.rJtort 

from tlze fears of government concetNsions in 

j'avour of wlzich no adequate 'reasons could be 
u1·ged.'' 

Nothing conld be nwre applica1Jle to 1\lr. 
1\I'l(enzie than the above renutrk, and yet, as if to 



10 

prove how much easier it is to ·preach wisd01n than 
to practise it, the despatch concludes by sayiug to 
his Excellency Sir John Colborne,-

" I have received these documents from 1\Ir. 
l\1'Kenzie, not 1nerely as expressing his own opinion, 
but also as explanatory of the views of those who 
have deputed him to represent what they call their 
grievances to his 1\iajesty. To then1, the utmotJ·t 
posfl·ible 'respect is due. 

''Having written this despatch with a view to 
publicity, you have 1ny authority to Inake it public in 
w.hatever manner you 1nay thipk most convenient." 

Now, instead of appearing at the Colonial Office as 
a broken-down pedlar and a notorious disturber of 
the public 1nind, let us suppose that 1\Ir. 1\I'Kenzie 
had con1e fi·om a distant colony to the Horse Guards, 
to complain against the 1nilitary officer in con1n1and, 
-eau any one believe that Lord Hill ·would have 
taken any other notice of the complainant than 
mildly, but firmly, to have desired him to transn1it 
his cmnmunication through his comntanding officer? 

In case a sailor, or even a naval officer, were to 
cmne up to London to abuse his c01nmodore, would 
not the Admiralty pursue the smue course, and ought 
not our colonial governors and legislators to be 
supported by the Colonial Office with that common 
caution which would induce every judge and magis
trate, or, indeed, any sensible person, not to deliver, 
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or even to for1n, an opinion on an etv parte statement? 
Yet, in the ea. e before us, the accusations of a 1nan 
of broken character and fortune against his Excel
lency Sir John Col borne, against every constituted 
authority, and against the fee1ings of every respect
able inhabitant in Upper Canada, were not only list
ened to by repeated appointments, but replied to 
" witlt the utmo/)·t pos/)·ible 're~pect " in the elaborate 
de patch above alluded to. 

"\Vhat were Sir John Colborne's feelings, on un
expectedly receiving this 1nost extraordinary conunu
nication, it surely cannot be necessary to divulge, as 
the sentiinents of the other two branches of the legis
lature of Upper Canada sufficiently appear fron1 the 
following published extracts of their admirable, con
stitutional, and indignant reply to the 1nessage in 
which the Lieutenant-Governor transmitted to them 
a copy of the unfortunat ~ docmnent in question. 

TO HIS EXCELLENCY SIR JOHN COLBORNE, 
&c. &c. &c. 

l\vlA Y IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLEI\CY, 

"\Ve, his l\lajesty's dutiful and loyal subject, the legis
lative council of Upper Canada, in prorincial parliament 
assembled, beg leave to express our thank~ to your Excel
lency for laying before us an original despatch, ·written to 
your Excellency by the Right Hon. the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, on the 8th of November last, containing 
his Lordship's obsen·ations at great length upon a variety 
of statements made to him by Mr. "\V. L. M'Kenzie, an 

inhabitant of this town. 
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The statements upon which these comments have been 
framed have also been laid before us by your Excellency ; 
hut, without entering into any particular consideration of 
their contents, with which the council had little des-ire to 
become acquainted, enough appears in the tenor of his 
Lordship's observations to make it manifest that those state
ments have been made with a very unusual disregard of 
trnth, and in a spirit of wanton and intemperate hostility to 
the legislative and executive authorities in this province. 

vVe cannot say that it may not possibly give satisfaction 
to some persons in this proYince to obserrP. the condescend
ing and respectful manner in which representations of so 
peculiar a description, proceeding from an individual, have 
been received and replied to, notwithstanding it was evident 
they were outrageous'ly insulting to all the constituted au
thorities of this colony, and scarcely less so to the people at 
large, in imputing to them sentiments and feelings by ·which 
they never have been, and we are convinced never will be, 
actuated. It is not in the nature of things, however, that 
the legislative council, or that any portion of the people in 
this province, of sound hearts and understandings, haYing the 
truth under their view, can regard such statements as com
JIOse Mr. l\1'Kenzie's voluminous correspondence with his 
Majesty's Secretary of State in any other manner than \Yith 
the most uuqua1ifted contempt-a contempt which, upon 
every principle on which character is acquired or lost, we 
think it must be more conducive to the public interests and 
honour, and to all the ends of good government, to avow 
than disclaim. So far, therefore, as the despatch of his 
l\Iajesty's Secretary of State is to he cousidered as a reply to 
those statements, or as a commentary upon information de
rived from the same source, we cannot regard it as calling 
for the serious attention of the legislative council. 
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We appeal, however, to the intimate knowledge of this 
colony which your Excellency has acquired during a re i
dence of four years, for a confirmation of our remark, that, 
upon several of the questions which in this despatch are 
most. elaborately discussed, no dissatisfaction or difficulty 
prevails, or ever has prevailed ; that no person living here 
ever heard or imagined before that they were seriously 
talked of or thought of as grievances; and that the minds 
of the people are so far from being disquieted by them, 
that it is probable not a word would be heard upon them in 
travelling from one extremity of the province to the other, 
and in mingling with its industrious population through 
every portion of it. 

It has been painful to the legislative council to see that, 
in a discussion founded upon these documents, the office of 
Lieutenant-Governor of this province, and the names of some 
of the most responsible of the King's servants, are even 
hypothetically connected with imputations which no one can 
easily tolerate to find connected with hi' name. 

(Signed) JOHN B. RoBINSON, Speaker, 
Legislative Council Chamber, 

2nd day of February, 1833. 

TO HIS EXCELLENCY SIR JOHN COLBORNE, 

&c. &c. &c. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR ExcELLENCY, 

We, his Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Com
mons of Upper Canada, in Provincial Parliament as
sembled, return our thanks for your Excellency's message 
of the twelfth day of January last, transmitting a de
spatch of the Right Hon. the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, in answer to certain letters and documents ad-
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dressed to his Lordship for the purpose of proving that the 
people of this happy and prosperous colony are oppressed 
and burthenecl with grievances, and have become so discon
tented that there is danger of revolt and bloodshed, unless 
these alleged burt hens and grievances are removed and 
redressed. 

We most readily concede that the noble Secretary of 
State was actuated by the best motives in framing the de
spatch in question; bnt we cannot refrain from expressing 
our great regret that it did not occur to his Lordship 
that allegations thus deeply affecting the character of his 
J.\!Iajesty's subjects of Upper Canada rested on no better 
testimony than that of an individual who had been twice 
expelled this House, and who, in consequence of his having 
fabricated and reiterated libels or the grossest description, 
had been declared unfit and unworthy a seat in the As· 
sembly during the present parliament. If this fact had 
occurred to his Lordship, it is reasonable to suppose that he 
would not have felt himself at liberty to recognise the 

author of this additional calumny on the people of this 
province as the agent, or as speaking the sentiments, of any 
portion of the loyal inhabitants of the province of Upper 
Canada, and would therefore have considered it utterly 
unnecessary to enter into so elaborate an examination or 
refutation of anything advanced by him. 

(Signed) ARcH. :M>LEAN, Speaker. 
Commons House of Assembly, 

9th day of February, 1833. 

One would have thought that the n1anly indigna
tion displayed in these high-spirited, loyal ren1on-
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strances fron1 both brancl1es of the Canadian 

Legi lature would have induced the Colonial Office 

to have drawn in for ever the horns ·with which even 

then it was feeling its way towards democracy : 
however, l\Ir. l\i'Kenzie had still access to the de

parhnent, and, as her l\Iajesty's Attorney and Soli

citor generals of Upper Canada had joined in 

ignominously expelling hiin frOin the I-Iouse of As

scJnbly, he determined to endeavour to display the 

almost royal influence he possessed, by Inaking it 

appear that he had induced the Colonial Minister to 

di miss both these officers from his lVIajesty's service. 

Accordingly, with this object in view, he has pub

li heel in Upper Canada the follovving note and 

meinorancluin :-

(corY.) 
Lord Howick presents his C()mpliments ·to Mr. M'Ken

zie, and will be happy to see him, if he will be good enough 

to call on him, J\1onday, at twelve o'clock. 
Colonial Office, 7th :March, 1833. 

J\1EMORANDUJ\L-This note " ·as addrrssed to me on the 

occasion on which the Colonial Office resolved to change the 

Attorney and Solicitor generals of Upper Canada, in answer 

to my representations as to their conduct. 
(Signed) W. L. J\1'KE TZIE. 

Accordingly, within one day of the date of Lord 
Howick's note, a despatch (6th l\farch, 1833, and 

published by 1\Ir. l\I'Kenzie) was addressed to Sir 

John Colborne, which, after referring to the part 
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which the two crown officers had taken in joining 
in the votes for the expulsion of l\1r. l\I'l(enzie, 
concluded by saying, " I have received his l\Iajesty's 
commands to inform you that he regrets that he can 
no longer avail hin1self of their services, and that, 
from the time of your receiving this despatch, they 
are to be relieved frmn the duties imposeclu pon then1 
in their respective offices." 

At the time this despatch was written it was 
known to every loyal n1an in the North American 
colonies that 1\lr. l\f'Kenzie '~as secretly, in his heart, 
the same rebel aucl the smne traitor 'vhich experience 
has since proved hin1 to be; and, although it 1uight 
have been deemed in1politic in the crown officers to 
avow their natural hostility to such a being, yet the 
bare fact of the Colonial Office publicly e~·pelling 

them with ignmniny at the very moment when it \Vas 
known that l\lr. l\i'I{enzie was revelling in Down
ing-street, reading confidential cou1munications 
which ought never to have been submitted to bi1n, 
had the effect of disheartening the British, and of 
encouraging the republicans to believe most confi
dently that the Colonial Office was ·with them, and 
that, with that resistless engine to assist them, their 
dark nmneless object must eventually succeed. 

On 1\Ir. l\i'l(enzie's return from England he lFas 
accordingly hailed by the republicans, or anti-British, 
as their "conquering hero," and, supported as he had 
been in Downing-street, it was not surprising that 
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he succeeded in regaining a seat in the House of As
se~nbly, where he was enabled to ejaculate falsehoods 
almost faster than his own infa1nous newspaper and 
the republican press could Inanage to print them. 

,..fhe loyal being dispirited, it was not surprising 
that at the 11ext election the republicans should be 
successful. According I y, at the 1neeting of the session 
in January, 1835, a large 1najority of republican 
Ineinbers (13 of ·wh01n actually were A1nericans) 
was obtained. 1\fr. Bidwell, an avowed ene~ny to 
1nonarchical institutions, and an incurable An1erican 
in his n1ind, 1nanner, and utterance, was elected 
Speaker; and, as 1\Tr. l\I'Kenzie's grievances had 
proved so fruitful and so successful to the radical 
cause, it was detern1ined to sicken the loyalists by a 
second close, and, accordingly, before the session was 
a fortnight old, a grievance conunittee 'vas appointed 
as follows :-

1. "\V. L. 1\l'Kenzie, 
For whose apprehen ion for treason, murder, arson, and 

highway robbery a reward of 1000!. is now offered. 
2. T. D. 1\Iorrison, 

Since tried for treason, and has suddenly quitted the 
province. 

3. David Gibson, 
One of M'Kenzie's principal officers in the battle of Gallow

hill, on which day, having absconded, he is now out
lawed as a traitor, a reward of 500l. having been offered 
for his apprehension. 

c 



4. Charles 'V aters, 
A notorious republican. 
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Although the transparent veilJ which covered 
rather than concealed the character of this connnit
tee, had not as yet rebelliously been cast aside, still it 
"ras just as evident in our North Ameriean colonies 
then as it is now, that the whole and sole objects for 
which these republicans were striving were-

1. Separation of the Canadas fron1 the mother
country. 

2. The robbery and n1urder of the loyal inhabit
ants. 

3. The attainn1ent of that genm·allette1· of licence 

which is the natural effect, in a young, thinly
peopled country, of a sudden transition to de
nwcracy. 

It was perfectly 'veil known to every n1an of cha
racter in Upper Canada that, because the report of 
this Grievance Committee 'Yould be written by its 
chairman, 1\Ir. 1\I'Kenzie, it could possibly not, in the 
nature of things, contain anything but a confused 
mass of falsehoods and misrepresentations, forming 
the basis of new demands upon the Colonial Office, 
that the power of the Lieutenant Governor should 
be weakened-that his Executive Council should be 
made "responsible to the people," and that the Le
gislative Council, which corresponds with our House 
of Lords, should also be elected by "the people." 

All this being clearly foreseen, it became neces-
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sary for l\fr. l\i'Kenzie and his colleagues, in deliver
ing thetnselves of their report, to have recourse to a 
considerable degree of stratage1n. Accordingly, a 
very few days before the close of the session, Mr. 
l\I'l(enzie, at Inidnight, brought up in the House of 
Assen1bly, when it ·was thinly attended, this report of 
the Grievance Committee, which, WITHOUT BEING 

READ, 'vas 1nerely received and laid on the table. 
It was not adopted, but, on it being artfully pro
posed that 2000 copies of it should be printed in 
"pamplllet fm·m" (thereby giving the house to 
understand that this report, whatever it might con
tain, ·was after all a 1nere pamphlet), even this was 
opposed and eventually carried only by a majority 
of eight. 

On the following n1orning, and on the two suc
ceeding days, several 1nember inquired for this 
Grievance Report, but for three days it could not 
anywhere be found, until it was again produced by 
1\ir. M'Kenzie himself, 'vho was obliged to confess 
he had taken it home with him ; and it is now well 
known that he did o for the purpose of surrep
titiously inserting, previous to its being printed, a 
quantity of additional n1atter; and with this base 
transaction the se sion closed. 

At the end of l\iay the report of the Conunittee 
'vas printed, and, when it 1nade its appearance, instead 
of being in ''pamphlet form," it turned out to be a 
large octavo grievance volu1ne, in boards, contain-

c2 



20 

ing 553 closely-printed pages ; and it has been 
calculated (I believe accurately) that there exist in 
this book 1nore than three ti1nes as many gross false
hoods as pages ! 

As every respectable inhabitant in the colony 
knew that nothing but wilful misrepresentations 
could proceed fr01n the pen of lVlr. l\i' l{enzie, the 
insnlting libels which this report contained on the 
Executive Government, the Executive Council, the 
Legislative Council, and on everything that is 
venerated in our social fabric, were treated 'vith in
difference and contempt, and by no one 1nore so 
than by His Excellency Sir John Colborne, who at 
once forwarded the infan10us volume to the Colonial 
Office, with a few short observations, pointing out 
the glaring " falsehoods" it contained. 

On the arrival in Downing-street of this huge 
book of grievances, declared by the Lieutenant
Governor to be full of " falsehoods," which had not 
appeared before or even been alluded to by the 
Legislative or Executive Councils, and which had 
neither been read nor adopted by the House of 
the representatives of the people of Upper Canada, 
one would have thought that the Colonial Office 
would have recollected the punishment under 
which it had lately smarted-first, by the stern, 
manly rebuke it had received from both Houses of 
the Legislature, for having, ·without consulting them, 
rec01n1nended legislative proceedings on Mr. M'Ken-



21 

zie's alleged grievances-and, secondly, by the hu
miliating necessity to 'vhich it had been reduced, of 
publicly restoring to office the two crown officers 
who (Mr. l\1'Kenzie· has stated) 'vere dismissed in 
consequence of his representation. 

One would have thought that, as "a burnt child 
dreads the fire," such fatal experience ·would have 
taught the Colonial Office to hudder at the very 
name of l\1r. l\1'Kenzie-that it would have taught 
the Office to place a just confidence in the Lieute
nant-Governor of the colony, and never again, by 
listening to ex-parte unofficial state~nents, to subvert 
all rule and government, by giving the Governor and 
Legislature the go-by. But the policy of the Colo
nial Office was iinmoveable-its course unalterable 
-its malady incurable; and, though it "'as perfectly 
aware of the struggle that was taking place on the 
continent of An1erica between 1nonarchy and deino
cracy, it deliberately threw its i1nmense influence 
into the wrong scale ! 

Accordingly, instead of disregarding this un
adopted, and even unread, report of a party ·who have 
since sho·wn they were a nest of traitors; instead of 
supporting the Executive Government, ·which had 
been infmnously reviled, they came to the determina
tion, not only to recall His Excellency Sir John 
Colborne frmn his post, principally because he had 
treated this report with silent contempt, but, as if to 
gild the fmne, or rather the infm11y of l\1r. 1\f'I{enzie, 



22 

they resolved to submit for the King's approval a 
series of drastic remedies for ahnost all the fictitious 
disorders which the wicked report of l\1r. l\1•Kenzie 
had detailed. That brave and gallant veteran officer 
Sir John Colborne (whom, though a slight difference 
exists between us, I both respect and regard) was 
accordingly officially apprized that he would immedi
ately be removed-re1nedial concessions were framed 
-the loyal population 'vere again disheartened
the republicans again improperly boasted that the 
l-I01ne Government was with them ;--and thus ends 
the first chapter of the political accidents it has 
become n1y melancholy fortune to relate. 
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CHAPTER II. 

The History of my Appointment to the Government of Upper 
Canada in November, 1835. 

IT had blown altnost a hurricane from the S.S."\V.
the sheep in Ron1ney l\Iarsh had huddled together in 
groups-the cattle, afraid to feed, were still standing 
lvith their tails to the storn1-I had been all day i1n 
n1ured in New R01nney with the board of guardians 
of the 1\Iarsh Union ; and though, several ti1nes my 
horse had been nearly blown off the road, I had nla
naged to return to n1y lodging at Cranbrook; and, 
with my head full of the unions, parishes, n1agistrates, 
guardians, relieving officers, and paupers of the 
county of Kent, like Abon Hassan, I had retired 
to rest, and for several hours had been fast asleep, 
when, about 1nidnight, I was suddenly awakened by 
the servant of tny lodging, lt:ho, with a letter in one 
hand, and in the other a tallow candle, illun1ining an 
honest countenance, not altogether free from alarm, 
hurriedly informed me, " 1"hat a king's officm· had 
c01ne afte'r rne ! " 

What could possibly be the n1atter in the work
house of this busy world I could not clearly conceive; 
ho·wever, sitting up in my bed, I opened the letter, 
which, to my utter astonishment, was from the Secre .. 
tary of State for the Colonies, expressing a wish that 
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I should accept the government of Upper Canada ; 
and that, if possible, I would call upon hin1 with my 
answer, at half-past eight the following morning, as 

at nine o'clock he was to set out for Brighton, to see 

the I{ing. 
As I was totally unconnected with every 1nen1ber 

of the Government, and had never had the honour 
even of seeing Lord Glenelg in 1ny life, I was alto
gether at a loss to conceive why this appointment 
should have been offered to m.e. I-Iowever, as it ap
peared there lvas no time to be lost, I immediately 
got up, and, returning to London in the chai~e of the 
King's Inessenger who had brought me the conununi
cation, I reached n1y own house at Kensington at 
six o'clock, and having consulted with my family, 
whose opinions on the subject of the appointment I 
found completely coincided with my own, I ·waited 
upon Lord G1enelg at his residence, at the hour ap
pointed (half-past eight), ·when I nwst respectfully, 
and very gratefully, declined the appointn1ent. 

To this detennination Lord Glenelg very obligingly 

replied, by repeating to me his 'vish to be enabled to 
subn1it my name to ihe King for so i1nportant and 
difficult a trust : he Legged me to reconsider the 
subject; · and, in order that I might be enabled to do 

so, he requested me to go and converse with his un

der-secretary, 1\'fr. Stephen, who, his Lordship said 
would give me every information on the subject. 

Nothing could be 1nore uncongenial to n1y habits, 
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disposition, and opinions than the station that was 
offered to me : while, on the other hand, as regarded 
my appointment in the poor-la'v commission, never 
had I been engaged in a service the duties of which 
had so completely engrossed my mind. Rightly or 
·wrongly, it no'v matters not, I fancied that, against 
prejudice and clamour> I should eventually succeed in 
the noblest, and to my mind the most interesting, of 
all services, that of reviving the character and condi
tion of the English labourer; and as, notwithstanding 
the unpopularity of the new Act, I had, thanks to the 
1nagistrates, yemnanry, and fanners of the county of 
Kent, carried it into effect by acclmnation, the plea
sure as well as interest of the ta k wa daily increas
Ing. 

If the poor -law conunissioners had expressed the 
slightest wish to renwve 1ne frmn J{ent to any sta
tion of greater difficulty, or even of danger, it would 
of course have been my especial duty not to have 
declined; but, as the Colonial Office had not the 
slightest claim upon me, and as I was really grossly 
ignorant of everything that in any way related to the 
government of our colonies, I continued, so far as 
n1y own wishes, and even interests were concerned, 
to adhere to my opinion. 

Still, however, I did not like to persist in refusing 
my hum1le services to the King's Governn1ent, after 
they had been twice required of me; and accordingly, 
walking towards Do,vning-street, under this con-
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:fliction of feelings, it was with considerable reluctance 
that I entered the door of the Colonial Office. 

In obedience to a principle which I need not re
peat, I at last, without any further reference to 1ny 
family, expressed to l\1r. Stephen that I would under
take the duty ; and accordingly a letter was, ·without 
delay, despatched to Brighton to Lord Glenelg, who, 
on receiving it, im1nerliately sub1nitted to the King 
1ny nmne, of which his l\iajesty was graciously 
pleased to approve. 

I rnust now 1nention a few details ·which, though 
not very interesting to relate, had perhaps better not 
be withheld fron1 the public. 

In my interview with l\fr. Stephen I learnt that, 
fr01n motives of econ01ny, which, in a m01nent of so 
much alleged danger, I could not clearly comprehend, 
there would be n difficulty in continuing to 1ne an 
aid-de-camp, and that, not only was I to receive 
500l. a-year less salary than my predecessor, Lut 
that, instead of his military remuneration, which 
mnounted, I understood, to nearly 1000!. a-year, I 
was to forfeit to the Governn1ent my half-pay as 
major in the army. 

With respect to these arrangen1ents, I at once very 
distinctly observed to Mr. Stephen that, although it 
was, of course, utterly impossible for n1e even to ilna
gine what would be the official expenses to which I 
should be subjected, yet that, as so many governors, 
one after another, ·were supposed to have failed in 
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their Inissions, and as the difficulties which had over
coine them 'vere declared to have increased rather 
than to have diminished, I considered it was unrea
sonable, as _well as i1nprudent, in the Govenunent to 
ask n1e to encounter them with diminished Ineans. I 
told 1\fr. Stephen that to go without an aid-de-camp 
to a disturbed colony, where the Governor had always 
been seen to have one, would in 1ny opinion be i1n~ 
politic; and I added that, as I was altogether below 
my predecessors (Sir Peregrine 1\laitlancl and Sir 
John Colborne) in 1nilitary rank, and that as I was 
to be divested of the co1nmand of the troops, I thought 
the civil elevation of a baronetcy ought to be con
fen·ed upon 1ne. 

In short, 1ny argtunent ran upon the theory that 
I thought I ought not to go into action without as 
1nany shot in 1ny locker, and as Inuch support, as 
n1y predecessors had had. I declared I wanted no 
more. 

In reply, 1\Ir. Stephen achnitted the justness of 1ny 
theory. He told me that I ought to have an aid-de
cmnp-that he thought I should be justified in in
sisting that my official expenses, as Lord Gas
ford's had been, should ·be defrayed-that if a 
batch of baronets were to b~ created there would be 
uo difficulty ; but there were so 1nany applications 
for the distinction, that he thought Lord 1\Ielbourne 
1night feel he would create jealousy hy a :single 
appointment. 
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rrhe following day I did not see Lord Glene1g; 
but, as I had been apprized that, in order that the 
I{ing's promise to the Legislature of Upper Canada, 
to give his answer in January, should not be broken, 
it would be necessary I should sail in a very few rlays, 
I thought it advisable that, before I was gazetted, I 
should repeat in writing the requests I had 1nade to 
Mr. Stephen. I accordingly did this, and 1nyself 
delivered the communication to lVIr. Stephen, who 
however advised 1ne not to force it officially upon Lord 
Glenelg, but to leave him perhaps to speak to his 
Lordship on the subject. 

I had, I think, only one short interview 'vith Lord 
Glenelg before I ·went to the King, at 'vhich, though 
my attention was of course occupied with higher 
subjects, I very shortly submitted to his Lordship 
(in presence, if I recollect right, of Sir George 
Grey) the propriety of my being raised as nearly as 
possible to the san1e level as n1y predecessor, to 
which general theory Lord Glenelg 'vith his usual 
kindness of manner replied, " There is much truth 
in what you say." 

On 1ny arrival at Brighton, in order to be pre
sented to the King, I explained the difficulty which 
had been raised about n1y aid-de-camp, to which it 
was replied, r' You really ought not to go out 'vith
out one!" 

Everybody thus seeined to agree with 1ny theory, 
and yet nothing was settled. At last lVIr. Stephen 
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took 1ne to Lord Ho\vick, and after considerable 
trou Lie I was authorised to appoint Lieut. Halkett, 
of the Coldstreain Guards, as my aid-de-camp. 

As 1ny time was very short, 1ny attention ·was 
much engrossed in reading over a volu1ninous con·e
spondence which was placed before me in the Colonial 
Office. I had to \vind up, or rather to cut, the thread 
of n1y business with the Poor La·w Corrnnission, and 
had also 1ny private affairs to settle; accordingly the 
day of my departure arrived without any terms with 
the Govern1nent having been satisfactorily settled. 
I had been subjected to considerable losses by being 
called upon so suddenly to break up 1ny establish
ment; and for temporary outfit I had been thus sub
jected to expenses exceeding 5001. 

In order that the l{ing's promise to the Legisla
ture of Upper Canada should be fulfilled, instead of 
being sent, as had been cust01nary, in a King's ship, 
I was desired to proceed with 1ny suite, which con
sisted of my aid-de-camp, n1y civil secretary, &c., by 
the packet to New York, fro1n whence I was to 
transport them, as 'veil as 1ny baggage, in the 
depth of winter, through the United States to 
Canada; and, in order to inde1nnify 1ne for all these 
losses, outfit, and expenses, I was offered on the 
1norning of my departure 3001., of which, I was 
told, it would be necessary to retain 2301. for the 
fees of my commission. 

vVith Iny suite I ilnJnediately set off for Liver-
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pool, and I was on board the New York packet, 
which was actually moving out of the harbour, when 
an official letter was delivered to me by post, can

celling the appointment of my aid-de-camp ! 
There was of course no ti1ne to ren1onstrate · 

however, as Lieut. Halkett, in order to join n1e, had 
obtained fron1 the com1nanding officer of his regi
ment a year's leave of absence, I begged he would 

employ it by accompanying 1ne to 'roronto as n1y 
guest, which he accordingly did. 

My arrival in Upper Canada will form the sub
ject of the next chapter. I will therefore n1erely 
here state that, in the very few words which passed 
between Sir John Colborne and 1nyself on the sub
ject of official expenses, Sir John n1entionecl to n1e, 
in general terms, that these expenses had, during the 
ten years he had adn1inistered the government, ex .. 
ceeded his salary of Governor; and I had scarcely thus 
learned that the theory I had asserted in the Colonial 
Office "\Vas a practical fact, when I found that, even 
before I "\vas sworn in, I was debtor to Sir John 

Colborne 1 050!. for stoves, kitchen apparatus, fur
niture of public roon1s, &c., and that I should be 
required to pay another lOOOl. for horses, car
riages, s1eighs, linen, liveries, additional furni
ture, &c. 

Considering that our valuable North An1erican 
colonies ·were supposed almost by everybody in 

England, and especially by the Govern1nent, to be on 
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the point of separating themselves frmn the parent 
state, I will 1nerely a ·k, was it even politic in the 
l{ing's Govenunent to despatch me on so forlorn a 
hope, not only without sufficient means, but, morally 
speaking, as destitute of mnurunition as General 
vVhitelock's men were, when, without flints or fixed 
bayonets, they vrere wilfully nmrched towards In
evitable defeat? 

'Vhatever 1nay be the op1n10n of the public on 
this subject, I shall always believe that, had I, inex
perienced and unsupported, fallen as soon as I reached 
my post, his l\iajesty's Govenunent 'vould have 
been liable to impeaclnnent for the loss of our North 
American colonies. Nevertheless, I really do them 
the justice to believe that they were so intoxicated 
by the insane theory of conciliating democracy, 
that they actually believed the people of Upper 
Canada \Vould throw up their hats and be delighted 
at the vulgarity of seeing the representative of their 
overeign arrive among then1 as an actor of all work, 

without dignity of station, de1neanour, or conduct: in 
short, like a republican governor, who, from his 
cradle, has been brought up to reckon "that all 
n1en are born equal"-that the fabric of human so
ciety has neither top nor bottom-that the protection 
of property of all description belongs to the n1ulti·· 
tude, and that the will of the mob js the real 
"law of the land.'' 
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CHAPTER Ill. 

My urival at Toronto-Strange impression concerning me-The 
conduct of the Loyalists-and of the Republicans-Copy ofletter 
from Mr. Joseph Hume to Mr. M•Kenzie, found among Mons. 
Papineau's baggage-My communication to his Majesty's Govern
ment. 

rrHERE would be no end to this chapter ·were I to 
describe the simplicity of 1nind, ill-naturedly called 
ignorance, with which I approached the city of 
Toronto. 

With l\1r.l\1'I(enzie's heavy book of lmnentations 
in my portmanteau, and with 1ny ren1edial instruc
tions in 1ny writing-case, I considered n1yself as a 
political physician, who, whether regularly educated 
or not, was about to effect a surprising cure: for, as I 
never doubted for a 1non1ent either the existence of 
the 553 pages of grievances, nor that I would Inerci
lessly destroy them root and branch, I felt perfectly 
confident that I should very soon be able proudly to 
report that the grievances of Upper Canada were 
defunct-in fact, that I had veni-ed, vidi-ed, and 
vici-ed them. 

As, however, I was no more connected with 
hun1an politics than the horses that were drawing 
1ne-as I had never joined any political party, had 
never attended a political discussion, and had never 
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even voted at an election, or taken any part in one
it was with no little surprise that, as I drove into 
'f01·onto, I observed the walls placarded in large 
letters which designated 1ne as 

"SIR FRANCIS IIEAD, A TRIED REFORMER." 

I could soon see that the loyali ts looked upon 111e 
in this light, and, acccordingly, on the very first ap
pointinent, that of Surveyor-General, which they 
theinselves forced n1e to 1nake, they ahnost one and 
all joined in a very irnproper petition to the J{ing, 
which I ain sure they have all since deeply regretted. 

Exposed as I kne'v I must be to the political 
stonn, it 1vas to 1ne a matter of the 1nost perfect 
indifference from 'vhich quarter of the c01npass it 
proceeded. "I have the g1·ievances of Uppm· 
Canada," I said to 111 yseH: " and I have their 
'remediefJ· ;" and, whether the Tories liked the Inedi
cine or whether they did not, I cared not a single 
straw. 

Among those who in private audience presented 
then1selves to n1e was lVIr. Bidwell, the Speaker 
of the House of Asseinbly. 

To this gentle1nan, who was the leader of the re
publicans, I expressed the sa1ne language which I had 
addressed to the leaders of the opposite party. I told 
him plainly that I was an inexperienced 1nan, but 
that I would deal honestly towards the country; and, 
being resolutely detennined to correct the grievances 
of the province, I at once took up the book which 

D 
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contained them, and invited l\1r. Bid well to converse 
with me freely on the subject. 

To n1y utter astonislunent, he told 1ne that there 
·were grievances not at all detailed in tl1at book, 
which ''the people" had long endured and were 
still enduring with great patience; that there was no 
desire to rebel, but that a morbid feeling of dissatis
faction was daily increasing-that increase it would, 
and that) in fact, if it had not been distinctly stated 
that I was the bearer of new instructions, those with 
whmn he was associated had come to the detennina
tion never to n1eet in provincial parlimnent again. 
" W!zat, do you mean, Sir," said I, " that this book 
of g~rievances, which I have been especially sent to 
correct, does not contain the complaints fj' the p1·o
vince ?'' ].\'fr. Bidwell repeated his fonner answer, 
and, from that day to the hour of his leaving the 
country, never could I get him to look at the book "of 
grievances, but whenever I referred to it he invariably 
tried to decoy 1ne to some other Will-o-'the-wisp 
complaint, 'vhich in like manner would have flown 
away before n1e had I attempted to approach it. 

1Vhen l\Ir. l\1'l{enzie, bringing with hin1 a letter 
of introduction fron1 Mr. Hume, called upon me, I 
thought that of course HE would be too happy to 
discuss with Ine the contents of his o-wn book, but 
his mind seemed to nauseate its subjects even n1ore 
than Mr. Bidwell's. Afraid to look tne in the face, 
he sat, with his feet not reaching the ground, and 
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with his countenance averted from 1ne, at an angle 
of about 70 degrees; while, with the eccentricity, 
the volubility, and indeed the appearance of a Inad
man, the tiny creature raved in all directions about 
grievances here, and grievances there, which the 
Comn1ittee, he said, had not ventured to enumerate. 

" Si1·," I exclaimed, "Let us cu1·e what we have 
got here ji'l·st !" pointing to the book before 1ne. But 
no, nothing that I could say would induce this perller 
to face his own report; and I soon found that the book 
had the smne effect upon all the republican Ine1nbers, 
and that, like the repellent end of a magnet, I had 
only to present it to the radicals to drive them from 
the ,·ery object which His 1\fajesty's Government 
expected ·would have possessed attraction. 

Although I had arrived in total darkness, the light 
of truth at once now bursting upon my mind, I per
ceived n10st clearly that the republicans had over
reached themselves ; or, in stiU plainer terms, that 
they had killed the goose which had ueen laying 
the1n golden eggs. The following Guy-Faux letter 
fron1 1\fr .• Joseph Hume, 1\I.P., to 1\fr. 1\f'Kenzie, 
points out the cautious, cunning, bit-by-bit course of 
" reform," which, in order to attain their treasonable 
object, the republicans in our colonies ou~rltt to l1ave 
adopted, instead of dangerously asking for too much 
at a time, or of ever rashly c01n1nitting the sum total 
of their grievances to paper. 

This letter, which was taken among 1\fr. Papi
D2 
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nea · ~ bagrr, ~e afi er he had ah-conded, lva endor ... ed 
t et "t- r~ d-writinu a follows: 

cc Jo:. Hume. . L. I'Kenzie, ad-
" rice re- ec 1 g he o · c to 1 e pursued by 
'"'him · 

•U To l ~i ram L ·on - :Kenzie, of Toron 0. 

er London: DeceTnber 5tlz I 35. 
u _ fy DEAR ':m 

m earn_, i h as much pleasure a:-- -urpri e, of 
o your r ~en Lieutenan -Gm·ernor, and of the 

o ~ucceed him. Of the 
for unate chan ue I will not 

·ou and the people of the pro-

loye as poor-la comnu~~wner 
principle~ ha1e been much 

a: a ci ·iliau a::; I hope i is now 
cirir an~ as gorernors, in tead of 
fore. ir Francis has, therefore, 

e arm,·. I send you a letter of in
. _, ~o whom I have giYen · the ht 

mmi .. ee of GrieYance~, that he 
~ ,-o ·aae to Canada; I gare 
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him some of your late letters to me to read, so that lw 

might know the grievances you have to complain of, and 

arrire in some degree acquainted with your province. If I 

had your other reports, I should have given him a copy. I 

gave my first copy to Sir George Grey, Under Secretary, 

and Mr. Chapman has replaced that one by those you sent 
him. If these had been in time, I should have met Sir 

Francis Head, and have explaint>d to him my view of your 

situation, but I have written to him shortly on these sub

jects. I enclose you a letter to him, and send you a copy 

of that letter, that you may see what I have said to him. 

" My anxiety is, that you and all the reformers should 
receive Sir Francis in the hest possible manner, and do 

everything consistent with priuciple to meet his views and 

wishes. We think Sir Francis will do what is possible to 

conciliate and settle matters, and you must make allowance 

for the instructions he may have from Downing Street, 

where I do not think they have yet come to the resolution 

of doing to the coloni ts what they are doing, or striving to 

do, for the people of the United Kingdom. 

" When I tell you that to u , who are on the spot, and 

watching every movement of ministers, there appears to be 

a reluctance to make reforms efficient for the objects con

templated, and that we have still the battle to fight for ex

tended suffrage-for protection for our electors in voting

for equal civil rights to all classes of religious opinions

for reform in our courts of law, &c., you must not be sur

prised if the ministers are not prepared to yield you an 

elective Legislati\·e Assembly, "\Yhich is one chief object of 

your demands. You must have patience, and take as much 

as you can get quietly. I appro,·e much of the spirit of the 

speech of Lord Gosford to the Assembly of Lower Canada, 
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and trust that Sir Francis Head will do as much for you· 
In that case, and you will be right to demand equal justice, 
I would have you moderate your demands for the Legisla
ti\re Council, and get all the other rights fairly established. 
If I could have influence with Mr. Papineau and his asso
ciates, I would counsel him to accept chee1jally the prof
f<:>red concessions by the Government, and give a fair trial 
to the Government under the new and improved system. 
You must bear in mind that the conduct of the House of 
Lords in the last session has raised in the minds of the 
reformers here a conviction, as strong as it can be either in 
Upper or Lower Canada, that the House of Lords should 
be elective and responsible, and I have given notice for an 
inquiry, with that vie·w, in the ensuing session. VVe do not 
expect to carry that measure, as Lord John Russell has, in 
1mblic speeches, declared his intention to resist-to resist 
any interference with the House of Lords and their privi
leges. But we shall discuss the nature and constitution and 
power of that House, and take, in the rnean time, all the 
concessions we can, to complete the Reform Bill, and other 
measures now in progress. We do this to get quietly what 
can be used afterwards for getting more, if that shall after 
trial be necessary. Your Jemands respecting the Legisla
tive Council are exactly the same in prin~..!iple a ours respect
ing the Lords. Hesponsibility to the people in both coun
tries I deem essential for good government, and for the 
power and satisfaction of the people. But I must consider 
the resistance to that concession, and wait the proper time 
for urging the demand, so as not to interfere with other 
reform going on. 

H Ou'r obJect, therefore, is your object; and I request 
you to use yom· influence to pr0Yent that question, if it should 
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not be yielded by your Governor, from causing strife or ill 

will between the Reformers and the Government. I observe 

that Lord Gosford has left the Legislative Council, as to its 

el~ction by the people, out of his speech ; but he has pro

mised to improve it by leaving out all those dependent 

functionaries, and you should try to get on with that, the 

best way you can, for some time. Whenever we succeed in 

England, you will have no difficulty in Canada in obtaining 

an improved Legislative Council, and I hope you will keep 

that in view. 

"I wish you would convey to l\1r. Papineau, in Lower 

Canada, this opinion and advice, as the one which all the 

best friends of Canada in this country would offer, and let 

them consolidate and mature what his Lordship has offered 

to give them. My friend l\1r. Roebuck, and some others 

here, aTe too sanguine, and disposed to demand too mucll, 

and in a manner likely to do harm to the party here; and 

I should, therefore, be delighted to see a tone of moderation 

and conciliation assumed by the popular party in both 

countries, in answer to the overtures of the present Whig 

Government. You will bear in mind that the Liberal party 

here have the court, the aristocracy, and the church all 

against them, and that it is sound policy in the Radicals 

not to urge demands from the \Vhigs which shall, in any 

way, give ground for the King to throw off the Whigs and 

to take the Tories to power. Every day the Whigs remain 

in power, the power of the people is increasing, and the 

power of the Tories and the church is decreasing: I there

fore entreat you to prevail upon the Reformers in both 

Canadas to act with moderation; and, whilst they continue 

to state what their ultimate and just demands are, receive 

with conciliation what they can get towards the ameliora

tion of your existing grievances. 
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''If the Reformers, from the Ultra-Radical to the milk
and-water Tory-Whig, had not acted on these principles in 
the last session, the Tories would hare remain('d in pm-ver, 
and we should not haYe got Municipal Reform and other 
reform, as now going on. 

" You may take my advice, who have never flinched from 
giving an honest advice to the Canadians, that the healing 
of their differences in the Canadas, by accepting the con
cessions offered, will please the l\tlinisters here, and give 
satisfaction to the King, who is understood to take a warm 
interest in your affairs. Take uhat you can get-petition 
for the rest; but use cool language, and act with moderation 
in every way. You may trust to us here, that every acces
sion of right and po·wer, by the people of the United King
dom, will soon be returned to the Canadians. I shall be 
pleased to hear from you from time to time, and, with best 
wishes for your success, 

"I remain, 

Yours obediently, 

(Signed) "J OSEPH Hul'lm.'' 

"P.S.-The Tories here have been boasting much of 
their success in the late registration of votes, but I believe 
w1thout truth. I believe Reformers are stronger than ever 
all orer the country, and that, ·with the> aiel of the Munici
pal Councils, the majority for Reform in the House of 
Commons, in the next <:lection, will be 150 at the least. 
The Tories are boasting of an early dissolution, and that 
Sir Robert Feel will again be in Gffice soon; but, as the 

present l\1inistry "ill nut re~ign, I do not think the King 

will try another coup-d'etat, as he did in Non'mber last 
year. 

" From all this you ·will conclude tl.at the '\Yhigs will 
remain, and, as they cam1ot stand ~cithout the Radicals, 
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the l\1inisters must be doing a little to please them, and 
thus the rights of the people will be gradually secured. 

a J. H." 

I-Iaving endeavoured to explain the position in 
which I found 1nyself, after my first fortnight's expe
rience in provincial govern1nent, I will now lay 
before n1y readers a despatch which was 'vritten 
within a week of my arrival at Toronto. 

Government House, Feb. 5, 1836. 
l\fy LORD, 

In n1y despatch, No. 2, I infor1ned your Lord· 
ship that I arrived at Toronto on the 23rd ult. I 
had previously engaged apartn1ents, for n1yself and 
the three gentlemen who accompanied n1e, at the 
principal hotel in this city, but on 1ny arrival a letter 
fr01n Sir John Colborne was immediately delivered 
to me, by his aid-de-camp, infonning 1ne that rooms 
were prepared for 1ne at Govern1nent-House. Re
qujring rest and quietness, I at first declined the 
invitation; but, finding that party differences 'vere 
running very high, and being clesirou to show that 
I had at least arrived with unbiassed feelings, I 
thought it better to accept than to decline the atten
tion that was offered to me, and I accordingly went 
to Govermnent-flouse on Saturday. 

On 1\Ionday I "'as sworn in as Lieutenant-Go
vernor of this province, and the following n1orning 
Sir John Col borne and his fan1ily left rroronto for 
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Montreal, accompanied, for a few 1uiles, by a vast 
concourse of people, who, I was happy to see, vied 
with each other in testifying the sense they enter
tained of his a1niable character and high moral 

worth. 
On Sir John Colborne's departure I endea

voured to make myself acquainted with the outline 
of public feeling in the province, by conversing 
calmly with the n1en of 1nost ability of all parties. 
I had several interviews with the chief-j nstice and 
the officers of the crown, two long conversations with 
Mr. 1\i'Kenzie, me1nber for York, two interviews 
with 1\Ir. Bidwell, the Speaker of the House of As
seinbly, and with others. 

As far as I was capable of judging, it appeared 
to 1ne that, in general terms, a good feeling pervaded 
a majority of the people of this province, who, in
tently occupied in their various locations, are natu .. 
rally desirous to be tranquil, and equally disposed to 
be loyal. 

That party feeling, however, and struggle for 
office, ·which have existed so strongly in the Inother
country, have produced similar excite1nents in this 
province; added to which, strong republican prin
ciples have leaked into the country from the 
United States. These various ele1nents have long 
been conflicting together in the !-louse of Asse1nbly, 
which, I firmly believe, misrepresents the general 
feeling and interests of tl1e inhabitants, who, as I have 
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before said, ardently desire peace, tranquillity, and a 
continuance of exe1nption frmn taxation. But, from 
the peculiar state of this infant society, all that is 
good and estimable remains at the bottom, while the 
surface is agitated by factious discussions. 

In England this evil would soon he corrected by 
the ebullition of a free press ; but the greatest diffi
culty which see1ns to present itself is, that the press 
is here conducted by editors who, on all sides, not 
only 1ni represent, but shcunelessly falsify, all public 
events. In Toronto, this unprincipled n1ode of ·war
fare is so well understood, that it produces but little 
evil ; but the disseinination of falsehood throughout 
the remote di tricts of the provinee, a~ well as in 
Lower Canada, creates a n1oral contagion which it 
is almost in1possible to arrest. 

As far as I have been able to judge, I should say 
that the republican party are in1placable; that no 
concession whatever would satisfy them, their self
interested object being to possess themselves of the 
govennnent of this province, for the sake of lucre and 
exnolument. 

Under these circun1stances, I considered that the 
great danger I had to avoid was the slightest at
teinpt to conciliate any party; that the only cour. e 
for me to adopt was to act fearlessly, undisguisedly, 
and straightforwardly, for the intere ts of the country, 
to throw myself on the good senHe and good feeling 
of the people, and abide a result, ·which, I firmly be
lieve, will eventually be triun1phant. 

Having resolved on this course, I verbally ex-
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plained it to 1\Ir. Hidwell, the Speaker of the House 
of Assen1bly, a gentlmnan of unimpeachable moral 
character, but of strong republican principles ; to 
1\!fr. l\1'Kenzie, one of the n1embers for York; to 
the various heads of parties ; and to the Ineinbers of 
the Executive Govern1nent ; and, on the 27th ultimo, 
I delivered to the two Houses of the Legislature the 
following speech :-

Honourable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council, and 
Gentlemen of the House of Assembly, 

As the Lieutenant-Governor of this province, I am com
manded by the King to lay before you the answer his 
Majesty has been pleased to give to the several addresses 
and representations which proceeded from the two branches 
of the legislature during your last session. 

This communication I shall submit to you in a Message, 
which will at once inform you of the difficult and most 
important duties about to devolve upon me, as well as upon 
yom·sel ves. 

As regards myself, I have nothing either to promise or 
profess, but I trust I shall not call in vain upon you to 
give me that loyal, constitutional, unbiassed, and fearless 
assistance which your King expects, and which the rising 
interests of your country require. 

The newspapers I have forwarded contain the 
Addresses I received fron1 the Legislative Council, 
and from the House of Assen1bly, to which addresses 
I replied as follows:-

Honourable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council, 
It is with much satisfaction that I receire your congratu

lations upon my assumption of the government of this im-
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p01'tant province, and I cordially participate m the senti
ments of gratitude you express for the paternal solicitude of 
our most gracious Sovereign. 

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly, 
I thank you for the address I have just had the pleasure 

to receive from you. I appreciate the liberality with which 
you welcome my arrival among you. I am gratified to 
learn that you sincerely desire cordially to co-operate with 
me in the arduous duties which, by command of our revered 
Sovereign, we are about impartially to perform; and I look 
with confidence towards the fnture for the continuance of 
your loyal support. 

A great difficulty now arose in 1ny 1nind, na1nely, 
whether n1y n1essage should consist of my instructions 
and appendix, as I received them, or whether I 
should condense them. 

I at first attempted the latter course, but, in car
rying it into effect, I found the subjects so important, 
the remedies to be applied requiring so unavoidably 
the explanatory arguments upon which they had 
been prescribed, that I felt it was almost i1npossible 
for n1e to undertake correctly to translate then1 into 
other ·words. I also considered, that as unexpected 
difficulties had lately arisen in Lower Canada, and 
as the press ·was at that moment decrying "the trein
bling Govern1nent of Great Britain," any concession 
proceeding fr01n me might appear as if extorted by 
the threats of the InOinent: 'vhereas, I felt that f n1y 
instructions were given to both Houses exactly as I 
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received them, their date would clearly show that 
they had no reference whatever to the tu1nultuous 

proceedings of the day. 
I had also reason to believe that the House of 

Assembly would not be satisfied with anything short 
of the precise words of his Majesty's Government, 
inasmuch as Sir John Colborne had formally an
nounced to them, that on 1ny arrival the King's 
answer to the addresses and com1nunications fron1 
both !-louses of the Provincial Legislature would be 
officially announced to the1n. I felt confident that 
they would receive with the greatest suspicion and 
dissatisfaction any alteration made by 1ne, and that 
although I might certainly assert the prerogative of 
refusing to accede to their wishes, yet that such a 
course would belie the straightforward policy which 
I had declared I would adopt, and at once involve 
me in an ignon1inious dispute, an1ounting, after all, 
to nothing less than a quibble, because as I was 
actually ordered by your Lordship to give them the 

substance of my inst1·uctions, they might fairly argue 
that the substance and the reality were and ought to 
be identical. 

It is true that by giving to the1n the Appendix 
which is an extract of Lord Gosford's in,tructions, I 
felt that I 1night pos ibly embarrass his Lordship and 
the Co1n1nissioner of Inquiry ; but after giving the 
, nhject the best reflection I was a"Lle, I considered 
that the point of all others on which the I-Iouse of 
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Asse1nbly were nwst anxious to receive his 1\'lajesty's 
determination, nmnely, the alteration, if any, in the 
Legislative Council, was only mentioned in my 
instructions by a reference to the said Appendix, and 
that the manner in which it 'vas there treated was by 
arguments (which I could not presume to 'vithhold) 
avowedly declared to be applicable to both the 
Can ad as. 

I also reine1nbered, that in the draft of the Instruc
tions and Appendix originally given to me by your 
Lordship, I was ordered to give the "copy" of the1n 
to the provincial Legislature, and that when the 
word "substance" was substituted for the word 
"copy,"* your Lordship will remember it was 
explained to n1e in England, that the alteration was 
1nerely made because it had been considered undigni
fied that it should appear, I was ordered to do so, 
your Lordship observing to n1e, "But 'remember, the 
more yo'U give them of it the better." 

I have not hesitated to Inal·e this explanation to 
your Lordship of the course I determined to adopt, 
because, as regards Lord Gosford, I mu not without 
the apprehensions I have stated. 

For the reasons above stated, I accordingly for-

* This alteration was made by the King himself, who deemed it 
injm dig. that the Assembly of Upper Canada should read that I 
was ordered to give them a copy of my instructions. His Majesty 
thought it better that the quantum of the communiaation of my in
structions should at least appea1· to be left to my discretion. 
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warded a copy of my Instructions and Appendix to 
each house of Parliament, in the for1n of a 1nessage; 
headed as follows :-

" Gove1·nment !-louse, 13t!t January, 1836. 

"The Lieutenant-Governor transmits to the Legislati\'e 
Council (House of Assembly) the communication alluded 
to in his speech to 1he two Houses of the Legislature, on 
the 27th instant. 

" The Lieutenant-Governor was commanded by his 
Majesty to communicate the substance of his Instructions 
to both Houses of the Provincial Parliament, but consider
ing it would be more satisfactory to them to receive the 
whole, he accordingly transmits it herewith." 

I am well inforn1ed that the Legislative Council 
were highly satisfied with the above 1nessage, and a 
deputation Ytaited upon 1ne ·with an address expres
sive of these sentiments. 

The House of Assernbly has not yet pronounced 
its opinion on the subject, but has 1nerely ordered 
2000 copies of the n1essage to be printed. A 1nost 
violent discussion will of course take place, and the 
result will pretty clearly detern1ine the relative 
strength of the placable and implacable parties in 
that House. 

Whatever 1nay be the result, I shall steadily and 
straightly proceed in the course of policy I have 
adopted: I shall neither avoid nor rest upon any 
party, but, after attentively listening to all opinions, 
I will, to the best of 1ny judgment, do what is honest 
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and right, firmly believing that the stability of the 
throne, the interests of this province, and the confi .. 
deuce of the people can now only be secured by such 
a course. 

I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 

Your Lordship's nwst obedient servant, 

F. B. HEAD. 
The Lord Glenelg, &c. &c. &c. 

As I had anticipated, the production of n1y In
structions e1nbarrassed Lord Gosford in the policy 
by which he was endeavouring to obtain his supplies. 
The Colonial Office joined in the general disappro
bation which, in London, was expressed at my con
duct, although the Office knew, as well as one who is 
still living knows, that in 1ny Instructions, as they 
were originally shown to the J(ing, I "\Vas ordered to 
give "the copy," and that it was hi.~ Majesty himse{f 
who n1acle the alteration, which "\Vas explained a"\vay 
to 1ne by Lord Glenelg, as I retninded his Lordship 
in the preceding despatch. 

E 
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CHAPTER IV. 

The Republicans are mortified-My Opinions and Policy express· 
ed to 1he Colonial Office-Am called upon to increase the 
Executive Council- Ominous Circumstances attending these Ap· 
pointments-The Republicans prepare to advance. 

ALTHOUGH the well-known blue-bound grievance 

book, which I constantly kept on 1ny table, acted as 
a talisman in driving frmn me the republican party, 

who apparently could speak no language but that of 

indefinite complaint, yet I clearly foresaw that they 
would not long submit to lJe thus easily defeated. 

Although nothing but polite expressions had passed 
between us, it ·was perfectly evident to 1ne, that the 

Republicans were sorely mortified at being, on all oc
casions, " brought to book," and that as their case had 
thus becon1e desperate, they vrere not n1erely waiting, 

but '"-'ere eagerly ~·eeking, for an opportunity to pick 
any quarrel with nw, that would enable them to join 

with l\1r. Papineau and the House of Assen1 bly of 
Lower Canada in open rebellion. Accordingly, 
though the main body of their forces continued sta

tionary, it will appear from the following despatch, 
that, before I had been three weeks in the Province, 

their skirmishers began to advance. 
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No. 5. 
·Government-House, Tm·onto, Feb. 15th, 1836. 

l\fy LORD, 

I have the honour to enclose to your Lordship an 
acldress which I have received from the I-Iouse of 
Assembly. 

Your Lordship will perceive that it was moved 
}Jy l\1Ir.l\1'Kenzie, 'vith the object publicly to extract 
frmn me 1ny opinions on various subjects, which have 
long been violently agitated in the House by himself 
and others, and that in order to give unusual pub
licity to the arldress, 2000 copies have been ordered 
by the Hou"'e to be printed; besides which, it has 
been copied and published in most of the news
paper . 

I accordingly submit to your Lordship tny answer 
to this address, which you will perceive is written to 
1neet the object to which I well know it is intended 
to be applied, na1nely, to be circulated throughout the 
Canadas. 

I can assure your Lordship that I have had very 
satisfactory and amicable conversations with a nun1ber 
of individuals of all parties; and the nwre I reflect 
upon 'vhat I have heard and observed, the more con
vinced I a1n that the population of Upper Canada 
will eventually rally round this governinent, if it 
finnly and decidedly declares that it i determined to 
maintain the constitution inviolate, but to correct, 
cautiously, yet effectually, all real grievances. 

E2 
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As long as people in the remote districts are al
lowed to believe that the govern1nent of this province 

feels itself insecure, so long will they be disposed to 
attach then1selves to ·whatever they are led to conceive 
has stability and strength ; but if their own interests 
be appealed to, if they find that we are anxious to 
infuse mnong thein capital and population, both of 
which they ardently desire, and that nothing but dis
sension prevents it, they will, I finnly believe, very 
quickly correct for theinsel ves the greatest of all their 
grievances, nmnel y, a factious opposition to the Bri
tish Govern1nent. 

Since tny arrival here my attention has been 1nuch 
occupied in searching for two or three individuals 
fit to be added to the Executive Councils, which will 
probably be the subject of my next despatch. 

I have the honour to be, 
1\Iy Lord, 

Your Lordship's most obedient servant, 
F. B. HEAD. 

The Lord Glenelg, &c. &c. &c. 

The Constitutionists, or Tories (as they were 
called by the Republicans), ·who im1nediately after my 
arrival had tnade one bad 1nove, now as thoughtlessly 
1nade another, which for a moment threatened alarm
Ing consequences. 

An active member of tny Executive Council 
brought before my consideration, in the most formal 
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manner possible, certain reasons for my increasing that 
body, which, thoughobviousand unanswerable, I should 
have been most happy to have overlooked, until I had 
had titne enough to becmne better acquainted with 
tl1e province. Under such an excuse, however, I did 
not feel disposed to shield myself, and as this griev
ance at least was admitted, I detennined I would not 
be seen openly to refuse to correct it, but the em
barrassing question at once arose, f1·om which pa1·ty 
/J·hould the increase be made ? I did not choose to join 
the Republicans: the Tories, who, fearing I was their 
ene1ny, had thought proper to join in petitioning the 
King against the very first act of my ad1ninistration, 
were still aln1ost in a body standing aloof from n1e. 
I did not, therefore, feel it right to advance towarrls 
them ; and, being thus obliged to be independent, I 
determined that the addition to 1ny council should be 
n1ade from the 1niddle party, instead of from either of 
the two extren1es. Accordingly, explaining my ob
ject, I collected all the n1ost respectable opinions I 
could, putting down every nmne that was recmn
mended to 1ne, and finding that the name of a 1\Ir. 
Robert Bald win (a gentleman I had never see u) 

was repeated on n1y list infinitely oftener than any 
other, I sent for this individual (as will appear by 
the following despatch), and throwing my elf upon 
his advice for the addition of two other na1nes, I was 
led by hhn to select Dr. Rolph, who has since 
proved, next to 1\Ir. 1\I'Kenzie, the n1ost wicked of 
the traitors. 
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'fhe Constttutwnjsts, or Tories) ·were both cha
grined and alarmed at Dr. Rolph's appointn1ent, but 
if they had not joined agajust me on my arrival, and 
if one of their party had not 1nost inconsiderately 
forced upon me this increase of the council, neither 
Dr. Rolph nor even Mr. Robert Bald win would ever 
have been appointed by me. 

The following despatch will explain the ominous 
circumstances which attended these appointinents. 

1\iv LoRD, 

No. 9. 

Governrnent-Hou~·e, Toronto, 
Feb. 22, 1836. 

A few days after my arrival here I received a 
communication from the Executive Council, sub
mitting to 1ne the necessity of increasing their nmn
ber, which, from being composed of three individuals, 
would (in case of the illness of any of the 1nembers) 
be unable to fonn a quorum. I was also infonned 
by them, that as 1\Ir. Peter Robinson, besides being 
Commissioner of Crown Lands, ·was also an Executive 
Councillor, he had the invidious duty imposed on 
him of auditing his own accounts. 

This important subject, as I stated to your Lord
ship in my Despatch, No. 5, has occupied my atten
tion for some time: for in so small a cmnmunity as 
that of Toronto and its neighbourhood, to select 
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three individuals suited to the office '\Vas no easy 

task. 
After 1naking every inquiry in 1ny power, I 

beca1ne of opinion, that J\lr. Robert Balclwin, ad
vocate, a gentleman already reconunended to your 
Lordship by Sir John Colbourne for a seat in the 
Legislative Council, ·was the first individual I should 

select, being highly respected for hi ·n1oral character, 

being 1noderate in his politics, and possessing the 
esteem and confidence of all parties. 

Having c01ne to this conclusion, I deemed it pru
dent to consult the Chief Justice, who is speaker 
of the Legislative Council; l\Ir. Bid well, the speaker 
of the House of Asse1nbly; and the n1embers of the 
Executive Council; and as all these gentlemen un
reservedly approved of his selection to the office,,;:< I 
sent for 1\Ir. R. Bald win, and proposed to hiru to 
accept the satne, with the addition of J\lr. --, 
who had already been rccon1mended by my pre
decessor, and Dr. Rolph, vvho had also been recom
Inended by Lord Goderich as Solicitor-General of 

this province. 
I had several interviews with J\Ir. Baldwin, of 

many hours' duration ; I allowed hin1 to consult 1\Ir. 
Bid well, Dr. H.olph, and his other friends, on the 
subject; and the result of his deliberations 'vas, his 
positively declining to take the office, unless I enabled 

• They recommended him only as a middle-man. 
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him to carry with hin1 the support of the House of 
Assmnbly, which he stated could not be effected 
unless I should consent to disrnif>·s the three exif>·ting 
councillors. 

With this demand I resolutely refused to comply, 
on the grounds that I had other interests besides those 
of the House of Assembly to consider ; that the 
C01nmons already posses~ed its m-rnlegitimate power; 
that to impart to it in addition an exclusive influence 
in my Council would be unconstitutional and unjust; 
besides which, it would at once connect with party 
feelings the representative of I-Iis 1\fajcsty, who 
ought to stancl unbiassed, and aloof fr01n all such 
consideration8. 

1\Ir. Baldwin maintained his den1ands, and I 
accordingly parted with him, declaring that nothing 
sl1ould induce me to dismiss fr01n the council three 
gentle1nen who had given me no cause for complaint; 
that, if necessary, I would rather throw myself on 
the good sense of this country, as well as of the 
world, and abide the result, whatever it might be. 

On lVIr. R. Bald win leaving n1e, I sent for his father, 
Dr. Baldvvin, who, although rather more ultra in his 
theory of reforn1, is a gentleman of very large pro
perty, who is respected for his nwral character, and 
·who had also been recomn1ended by tny predecessor 
for a seat in the Legislative Council. On consulting 
with Dr. Baldwin, and on proposing to him that he, 
Dr. Rolph, and lVIr. --,should join the Executive 
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Council, he insisted on the same den1ands as l\Ir R. 
Baldwin, and we accordingly parted. 

I felt so confident the terms required of 1ne were 
unjust, and that to all reasonable 1nen they would 
appear so, that I had fully deter1nined on the course 
I would adopt. However, this alternative was ren
dered unnecessary, by an intiination I received that 
l\Ir. R. Bald win felt disposed to reconsider n1y pro
po al; and accordingly, the following day, he called 
upon me to agree to join the council, without the 
dis1nissal of the three existing councillors. 

I accordingly appointed an hour to receive Mr. R. 
Baldwin, Dr. Rolph, and l\1r. --, and in their 
lH'Csence I addressed the following note to 1\Ir. 
Baldwin, a copy of which it was agreed should be 
given by him to Mr. -- and Dr. Rolph. 

DEAR SIR, 
Gove1·nment-Rouse, Feb. 19, 1836, 

I have great pleasure in learning that you, Dr. Rolph, 
and Mr. --, accept the invitation I made to you, by 
joining the Executive Council. 

The confidence I shall repose in you ·will ·be implicit; 
and as I haYe no preliminary conditions either to accede to, 
or require from you, I shall rely on your giving me your 
unbiassed opinion on all subjects 7·espechng which I may 
feel it advisable to requi1·e it. 

R. Baldwin, Esq. 

I remain, dear Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 

F. B. l-IEAD. 
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After my interviews with these gentlen1en, who 
were yesterday sworn into office, and gazetted, as 
"1nembers of the Executive Council, until the King's 
pleasure l)e known," I sent for 1\Ir. Bidwell, and 
asked hini ·whether he conceived that the House of 
Assembly would feel satisfied with the addition I had 
made to the Executive Council. 

1\ir. Bidwell told 1ne that he thought these ap
poinhnents would give general satisfaction; that he 
was of opinion the House of Assembly had confidence 
in these gentlemen, as well as in myself, and that it 
would be his desire, as 'veil as those, he believed, 
with whmn he co-operated, to give 1ne their assist
ance, and in no way to offer n1e any factious opposi
tion. He observed, however, that there were seve1·al 

grievances, which you1· Lordship's instructions to 

me had overlooked, and that he expected these would 
shortly be brought before 1ny attention. 

I n1ust add, that 1\Ir. Bidwell's com1nunications 
with me have been satisfactory, and that I have no 
cause whatever to complain of him, although I have 
not hesitated invariably to apprize hin1 that with his 
political opinions I do not concur. 

Having now informed your Lordship of the indi
viduals I have added to the Executive Council, with 
the circumstances which have preceded their appoint
lnents (which, I trust, may be confirmed), it only 
remains for n1e to state, that although tranquillity in this 
province is, I now conceive, momentarily established, 
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I do not expect that the present House of Assembly 
will long discontinue their agitations. 

It shall be 111y duty, however, to afford then1 no 
reasonable cause for complaint. To their addresses, 

as well as to their opinions, I will give every possible 
attention, and will afford them ready assistance to 
correct all real grievances; Lut I an1 so convinced 

that every improper concession will not only strengthen 

their de1nands, but weaken n1y influence in the pro~ 
vince, that I shall continue to resist, as I have 
hitherto done, any dmnand that 1nay at all tend to 
undermine the happy constitution of the province, 

as I believe that this policy will eventually secure to 
the Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada (whoever 
he 1nay be) the confidence and the support of the 

C0111111Ullity. 
I have the honour to be, 

l\iy Lord, 
Your Lordship's most obedient servant, 

F. B. HEAD. 

The Lord Glenelg, &c. &c. &c. 

P.S. I submit to your Lordship copies of two 
addresses I received last week from the House of 
Assembly, with n1y answers, which explain the rea
ons for whirh I declined to comply with their 

requests. 

'Vithout troubling the reader with these two que
rulous addresses, my ans'tvers to the1n will sufficiently 
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explain that they were small clouds clearly indi
cating an approaching storm. 

(copy OF ANSWER, No. 1.) 

"GENTLEMEN, 

" I much regret that I cannot, without authority 
fr01n the Secretary of State, comply with the request 
contained in your address. -

"The numerous copies of despatches, &c., \vhich 
accompanied my Inessage to the House of Assembly, 
of the 15th instant, will_, I trust, satisfy the House 
of 1ny desire to lay before it as much of the cOl-re
spondence between my predecessor and His Majesty's 
Government, as with any propriety I could be expected 
to divulge. 

" I have already given to the House, according to 
its request, the names of individuals 'vhose recommen
dation for seats in the Legislative Council has not 
yet even received the sanction of His Majesty's 
Government. 

" The only part of His Excellency Sir John Col
borne's despatch of the 16th September, 1835, which 
I have deliberately withheld, is that in ·which he 
confidentially expresses to I-Iis Majesty's Govern
Illent his high estimation of the character of the 
individuals he proposes; and although in the particu
lar case alluded to, no objection whatever exists to 
the publication of his opinions, yet I conceive it would 
establish a bad precedent, were I to consent to make 
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public, descriptions which 1nust unavoidably always 
be personal, and which 1night occasionally be painful 
to the individuals, and consequently unjust towards 
the1n to disclose.'' 

(coPY oF ANSWER, No. 2.) 
"GENTLEMEN, 

"It is with great reluctance I feel it necessary to 
state, that, without authority from the Secretary of 
State, I ain unwilling to sul)lnit to the House of 
Assmnbly ' the documents and other evidence in 
the possession of the Govern1nent or its Officer, 
relative to the Huron reserve, or to the proceedings 
of the Government had thereon, as would enable the 
House to ascertain whether its interference on behalf 
of the Wyandot Indians is required., 

" lVIy objections on this subject are those of policy 
rather than of law ; and without denying the consti
tutional right of either of the two Houses of the Le
gislature to inquire into any subject in which they 
may consider the public interests to be involved, I 
a1n of opinion that the disclosure of ' docun1ents 
and evidence' alluded to would be attended with 
evil consequences to those ·whom it is intended to 
benefit, by rendering the Indians doubtful of the all
sufficient and paternal protection of His Majesty, on 
which they have hitherto solely relied. 

" Without reverting to the anon1alous history of the 
aborigines of this land, I will 1nerely observe, that, in 
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Upper Canada, the Indians have hitherto been under 
the exclusive care of His Majesty, the territories ,. 

they inhabit being tracts of Crown lands devoted to 

their sole use as ' His allies.' 
" Over these lands His l\1ajesty has never exer

cised his paramount right, except at their request, 
and for their 1nanifest advantage. Within their own 
con1munities, they have hitherto governed themselves 
by their own unwritten laws anrt cust01ns ; their 
lands and property have never been subject to tax or 
assessn1ent, or thmnselves liable to personal service. 

"As they are not subject to such liabilities, neither 
do they yet possess the political privileges of His 
l\1ajesty's subjects generally. 

" The superintendents, 1nissionaries, schoohnas
ters and others, who reside among the1n for their 
protection and civilization, are appointed and paid by 
the King; to his representative all appeals have 
until now been n1ade, and with hin1 ha all responsi
bility rested. In every respect they appear to be 
most constitutionally within the jurisdiction and pre
rogative of the Crown; and as I declare n1yself not 
only ready, but desirous to attend to any c01nplaint 
they may offer 1ne, I consider it would Le highly 
ilnpolitic (especially for the object of redressing a 
trifling grievance) to sanction the adoption of a ne'v 
course for their internal govern1nent. 

''To this general view of the subject, I have only 
to add, that as regards the particular men1orial sub ... 
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mitted to the House of Asse1nbly, by Thomas 
Splitlog, Thmnas Clerk, and ~i'ix others, of the 

I-I uron or vVyandot nation, a counter-petition, signed 
by eleven individuals of similar tribe and rank, has 

been presented to the House of Assembly, stating, 

'we have tlw fullest confidence in the justice and 

'fatherly p1·otection of ou1· beloved Sovereign and 

'his 'rep~re~·entative tlze Lieutenant-Gove'rnm·."' 
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CHAPTER V. 

The Prerogative of the Cl'Own assailed by the Executive Council
The House of Assembly furiously join in the Attack-Remon
strance useless-They stop the Supplies-Insult me in a Petition 
to the King, ami to the House of Commons-1 appeal to His 
Majesty's Government for Support-Solemnly warn the Govern
ment of their Policy-Withhold Assent to the Money-Bills-De
cline to grant the Contingencies, and dissolve the Assembly-Ex
plain to His Majesty's Government why I cannot agree with the 
Commissioners of Inquil'y, and tender my Hesignation-Result of 
the Elections-Dr. Duncombe and Mr. Hume declare to Lord 
Melbourne that I have fabricated Votes-Earnest Recommenda
tion to His Majesty's Government not to surr~nder the casual 
and territorial Revenues of the Crown. 

THE reader is now about to enter upon the most 
violent, and certainly the most eventful, n1orai 
struggle that has ever taken place in our North 
An1erican colonies; and as I have no hesitation in 
confessing, that, by retreating before the Republicans, 
the contest could have Leen avoided, I beg particu
lar attention to the subject. 

The subtle, persuasive eloquence of DL". Rolph, 
whose treasonable principles were, by several intel
ligent people, justly esthnated, induced many to 
believe that fr01n the moment he became a tnember 
of 1ny Executive Council I was lost. I-Iowever, I 
entertained not the slightest apprehension on the 
subject, for so long as the Council afforded 1ne consti
tutional advice, I knew I should be too thankful to 
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give it in1mediate considetation ; and, on the other 
hand, standing as I did (to say the least) totally 
without support from any patty, I felt confident 
that if the Council should atte1npt to force upon 
n1e unconstitutional proposals, it ·would be out of 
their power to deprive 1ne of that invincible Inoral 
power ·which always rushes to the vindication of a 
just cause. 

With the Inembers of the Council, however, Dr. 
Rolph, who I soon learned \Vas the bosmn friend and 
confidant of l\1r. Speaker Bidwell, did not plead jn 
VUlll, 

Aware that in the House of Asse1nb!y there 
stood in array an irresistible nmjority in f~wour of 
the republican principle of 1naking the Lieutenant
Governor's Executive or Privy Council " respon
sible to the people," the necessity of 1ny Inaking 
this concession appeared to be inevitable ; and calcu
lating therefore that, situated as I was, I would not 
venture to refuse, they at last agreed together to ad
dress to me a written requisition to this effect. 

When I received this unexpected document which 
\Vas regularly signed by all the six Inmnbers of 
the Council, I sa\v no reason to be alarmed at it. 
That I was sentenced to contend on the soil of America 
with Democracy, and that if I did not overpmver it, 
it would overpower Ine, were solemn facts, which for 
some ''reeks had been perfectly evident to my mind; 
but by far the n1ost difficult problmu I had to solve 

F 
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was, whe1·e I ought to make n1y stanil. To involve 

myself in a struggle with the I-Iouse of Assembly, 
about any one trifling concession, would, I kne·w, 

have brought the Home Government down upon n1e 
with all its power; the province might also with 

some apparent reason have complaiued; and thus, 

bit by bit, and inch by inch, I felt I n1ight be driven to 

abandon constitutional ground, which, once lost, could 

never be reclaimed. It was therefore, I repeat, with 

but little apprehension that I founrl1ny Council (who 

I knew would be imn1ediately backed by the House 

of Asse1nbly) had called upon 1ne at once to sur

render to a democratic pi·inciple of government, 

which I felt, o long as the British flag 1vaved in 

America, could never be adn1itted. I accordingly 

declined to accede to the demands of n1y Council, 

who, taken quite aback by 1ny refusal, were no 

sooner politely bowed out of 1ny service, than I received 

fr01n the House of Assembly the folloYring address, to 

which I gave the reply which follows it :-

a House of Assembly. 

''To His Excellency Sir Francis Bond Head, Knight Com

mander oft he Royal Hanoverian Guelphic Order, and of 

the Prussian Military Order of Merit, Lieutenant Go

vernor of the Province of Upper Canada, &c. &c. &c. 

" MAY lT PLEASE YOUR ExcELLEJSCY, 

"'Ve his l\laje ty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Com
mons of Upper Canada in provincial Parliament assembled, 

humbly beg lcare to inform your Excellency, that this 
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House, considering the appointment of a responsible Execu
tive Council, to advise your Excellency on the affairs of the 
prorince, to be one of the most happy and wise features in 
1 he Constitution, and e sential to the form of our govern
ment, and one of the strongest securities for a j u~t and 
equitable administration, and eminently calculated to ensure 
the full enjoyment of our civil and religious rjghts and pri
,·il~ges, ha ye lately learned, with no small degree of anxiety, 
that the Executive Council so recently formed for the purpose 
above stated (as we pre ume), consisting of six members, 
did, on Saturday the 12th instantJ unanimously tender to 
your Excellency their resignations, and thal your Excellency 
was pleased to accept the same; and humbly request your 
Excellency to inform this I-Iouse, without delay, whether 
such are the facts, and also to communicate to this House 
full information relative to the cause of disagreement be
tween your Exrellency and your said late Executive Coun
cil, as far as lies in your Excellency's power to make known; 
as also to furnish this House with copies of all communi
cations between your Excellency and your said late Council_, 
or any of them, on the subject of such di agreement and 
subsequent tender of resignation." 

(Signed) ~1. S. BIDWELL, Speaker. 
Commons' House ~f Assembly, 

Match 14th, 1836. 

His Excellency's Reply. 
H GENTLEMENJ 

er Nothing can appear more reasonable to my mind than 
the surprise and anxiety which the House of Assembly ex
press to me at the intelligence they have received of the 
sudden resignation of the six members of the Executire 
Council; for with both these feelings I was myself deeply 

F 2 
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impressed, when firmly relying on the advice, assistance, and 

cordial co-operation of my ComJCil, 1 unexpectedly received 
from them the embarrassing document which, with my reply 

thereto, I now, at the request of the Honse of Assembly, 

willingly present to you. With every desire to consult my 
Council, I was preparing for their consideration important 

remedial measures, which I conceived would be advisable to 

adopt; and had they but afforded me those few moments 

tor reflection, which, from my sudden arrival among you, I 

fancied I might fairly have claimed as my due, the question, 

which so unnecessarily they have agitated, would have 

proved practically useless. 
"Had they chosen to have verbally submitted to me in 

Council, that the responsibility, and consequently the power 

and patronage of the Lieutenant-Governor ought hence

forward to be transferred from him to them-had they even, 

in the usual form of a written petition, recommended to my 

attention as a new theory, that the Council, instead of the 

Governor, was to be responsible to the people-I should 

have raised no objection whatever to the proceeding, how

ever in opinion I might have opposed it; but when they 

simultaneously declared, not that such ought to be, but 
that such actually WAS the law of the land, and concluded 

their statement by praying that a Council sworn in secrecy 

to assist me might be permitted, in case I disapproved of 

their opinion, to communicate with the public, I felt it my 

duty, calmly, and with due courtesy, to infot·m them, that 

they could not retain such principles together with my con

fidence, and to this opinion I continue steadfastly to adhere. 

" I feel confident that the House of Assembly will be 

sensible that the power intrusted to me by our Gracious 
Sovereign is a subject of painful anxiety ;-that from the 
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patronage of this province I can derive no advantage; and 
that I can have no object in retaining undivided responsi· 
bility, except that which proceeds from a just desire to be 
constitutionally answerable to his Majesty in case I should 
neglect the interests of his subjects in this province. With 
these sentiments I transmit to the House of Assembly the 
documents they ha,·e requested, feeling confident that I can 
gire them no surer proof of my desire to preserve tlzei1· pri
vileges inviolate, than by proving to them that I am equally 
determined to maintain the rights and prerogatives of the 
Orou;n, one of the most prominent of which is, that which I 
hare just assumed, of naming those Councillors in ·whom I 
conscientiously believe I can confide. 

"For their acts I deliberately declare myself responsible; 
but they are not responsible for mine, and cannot bP, 
because, being sworn to silence, they are deprived by this 
fact, as well as by the Constitution, of all power to defend 
themselves." 

The foregoing docu1nents I forwarded to the Co
lonial Office with the following despatch. 

No.l5. 

Toronto, JJ,Jarch 22nd, 1836. 
1\iv LoRD, 

I have the honour to inforn1 your Lordship that on 
Saturday, 12th instant, the six 111e1nbers of the Exe
cutive Council suddenly and sin1ultaneously resigned
that a n1ajority of twenty-seven against twenty-one 
of the l-Iouse of A se1nbly very resolutely espoused 
their cause-that all business in the House was sus-



70 

pended until my answer to their address was re

ceived-that a public meeting has been called on the 

subject, at Toronto -that similar meetings will pro

bably take place throughout the country-and that 

the Yrhole province is, and for a short time wilL be, 

in a state of very great excitement. 
All this will, I finnly believe, be productive of 

the n1ost beneficial political results, ancl I now pro

ceed to submit to your Lordship a plain statmnent of 

the whole affair. 
In 1ny despatch No. 9, I stated to your Lordship 

that ahnoFit innnediately after n1y arrival here, the 

old Executive Council represented to 1ne the neces

sity of increasing the number which was not only 

barely sufficient to form a quorum, and, eonsequently, 

in case of the illness of any one Ine1nber would be 

powerless, but that the C01nrnissioner of Crown Lands, 

fr01n being one of the n1embers, was obliged to audit 

his own accounts. 
In my despatch alluded to, which I beg your 

Lordship will be pleased to re-peruse, I detailed the 
difficulty I had had in adding three new 1nembers 

to the Council, and the attempt which had Leen1nade 

to insist on n1y forcing the unpopular old 1nen1bers 
to retire. 

As soon as this addition to the Council was ga
zetted, which happened less than a 1nonth ago, a 
universal joy and satisfaction was expressed by the 

rarlical party, and I received addresses from various 
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place , expressing in very strong tenn approbation 
of the addition I had 1nade to the Council, and praying 
that the old n1en1bers might be dismissed. 

In receiving these addresses I could not but re
mark, that not only were n1any of the1n expressed in 
exactly the same terms, as if written by one person, 
but that several were presented to 1ne by the sa1ne 
two 1nen1bers of the Assmnbly ; and from other mni
nous circumstances I beca1ne fully convinced that an 
attmnpt somewhere or otl1er was Inaking to pro
mulgate an error which has long been artfully in
culcated in this province-namely. that the Executive 
Council were responsible to the people for the acts 
of the Lieutenant Governor. 

The object of this mooth-faced, in idious doc
trine was at first to obtain for the Council merely 
'responsibility, and, when that point was conceded, 
iinmediately to demand from the Crown the power 
and patronage which has hitherto been invested in 
the Lieutenant-Governor. 

As the addresses proceeded from places of no im
portance, I replied to the personal congratulations 
on my arrival, with which they cmnmenced, without 
taking any notice at all of the objectionaule clauses, 
at the same time I was perfectly alive to the very 
great danger that wa brooding; and expecting that 
it would sooner or later be brought before n1y notice 
by an address from the House of A sembly, I de
termined that, the moment it assumed a tangible form, 
I would at once stand against it. 
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While I was in this suspense, the attack 'vas tnade 
upon n1e frmn a quarter from which I certainly did 
not expect it; nan1ely, from the Executive Council 
itself, which, in a docu1nent signed by then1 all, 
declared that the popular doctrine was the lan· of the 
land, that the old practice had been unconstitutional; 
and that in case I was of a different opinion, n1y 
council, Sl~·orn to secrecy, hun1bly prayed that it 
might be pcrn1itted to connnunicate with the people. 

I need hardly observe, that by this address the 
old, unpopular Councillors* at once iinpeached the 
conduct and practice of their whole lives. I-Iowever, 
on the recejpt of the document, I immediately in
formed the Council that they could not retain such 
principles and my confidence, and that they n1ust 
consequently abandon either the one or the other. 

This reply was what they did not expect ; for the 
new 1nen1bers, elated by the success of the intrigues 
which had been arlopted, had fancied themselves to 
be so strongly supported Ly tlte people, that they did 
not conceive I would venture to do anything but 
accede to their threat. 

As soon as the Council received my reply, four 
of the n1en1bers, namely, 
at once surrendered at discretion, ofrering to recant 
all they had written, and assuring n1e they had since 
the receipt of n1y answer again changed their minds : 

* The Honourable Colonel Wells is the only surviving member of 
these old councillors-a more loyal man does not exist in Upper 
Canada; so indeed was the late Honourable P. Robinson. 
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however, the other two held out; and I, therefore, 
declared that the docun1ent by which I had been 
attacked could only be cancelled by the sa1ne Council 
from which it had proceeded, and that unless it was 
retracted as formally as it had been 1nade, I must 
adhere to the reply I had given to it. 

I had two rea ons for maintaining this course : 
first, because had I dismissed only the two popular 
candidates without explaining the cause, I should have 
incurred the greatest unpopularity, and should have 
been l1ampered by the continuance in office of the 
other four: secondly, because, for the reasons above 
stated, being per..,uaded that sooner or later it 'vould 
be nece sary I should stand against a doctrine which 
was rapidly tending to upset the prerogative of the 
Crown, I deen1ed it advisable to do so before it got 
too strong for n1e, particularly as I never could hope 
to attain a n1ore advantageous position for the con
test than that afforded me by the ill-,vritten document 
of my own Council. 

l-Iaving now very briefly explained the outline of 
the affair, I Leg to refer your Lordship to the four 
following printed papers which will fully explain it 
in detail. 

I. A copy of the address I received frmn the 
IIouse of As embly. 

2. l\Iy reply thereto, enclo ing, 
3. The cmnmunication I had received from the 

Executive Council, and 
4. l\Iy reply thereto. 
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Having submitted to your Lordship the foregoing 
documents, I beg leave to repeat, as 1ny humble 
opinion, that the greatest possible benefit 'vill be 
derived from the dispute I a1n having with this pro
vince: for if truth be invincible, it will follo'v that 
the effort which is n1aking to oppose me must even
tually be discomfited, and among the description of 
people which I have to deal with such a result will 

be highly hnportant. 
On the other hand, should I be defeated, I trust 

your Lordship will never regret that I did not hesi
tate to maintain the rights and prerogatives of the 

Crown. 
I also enclose herewith to your Lordship, an 

address I have received fron1 the 1nayor, aldermen, 
and comn1onalty of the City of Toronto, with my 

reply thereto. 
I have the honour to be, 

1\Iy Lord, 
Your Lordship's obedient servant, 

F. B. HEAD. 
The Lord Glenelg, &c. &c. &c. 

As soon as the Constitutionists were convinced 
by the princi pies I was maintaining, that notwith
standing l\Ir. Humc's pestilential letter of recmn
mendation in favour of 1\fr. 1\l'Kenzie (who had 
openly boaste(l of it), and nobvithstanding the sus
picious appointment of Dr. Rolph to my Council, 
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I was not, as had been generally supposed, a denw
crat, they n1ost loyally, one and all, joined me to a 
man. l\'loral \Var was thu (as it long ago ought to 
have been by his Majesty's Govern1nent) openly 
proclaimed between the Constitutionists and the 
Republicans; or, in other words, between those who 
were for British institutions, against those 1vho were 
for soiling the einpire hy the introduction of demo
cracy; and I need hardly add, that the approaching 
struggle was 1nost anxiously looked upon by the 
other North American Colonies as one on which 
their own political destinies depended. 

I was, of course, too much occupied to he able to 
1vrite to the Colonial Office at very great length: 
hoyvever, on the 6th of April, 1836, I forwarded a 
despatch which, cmnmencing with detailing events 
which having already been sulnnitted to the reader, 
it would be tedious to recapitulate, proceeded as 1ol
lows:-

EXTRACT. 

l\fany of the addresses I received on this subject 
had evidently proceeded frmn the same pen, and had 
the influence, which 1vas thus exerted, continued to 
be secret, it Inight shortly have produced such pow
erful effects> that I might have found it ahnost 
impossible to have opposed it; but, very fortunately, 
the power exerted against me was too eager for its 
object .. and the battery was unmasked before the 
enemy was sufficiently organized to man it. 
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lVIy Executive Councillors themselves suddenly 
claiined the responsibility which had hitherto rested 
with the Lieutenant-Governor; and on my requiring 
them to resign, an excitement suddenly burst forth 
in the House of Asse1nbly beyond all description. 

rrhe republican party fancying that their object 

·was attained, and that I was caught in the net which 

had been so insidiously drawn around me, 'vere 
exasperated at seeing me suddenly extricate myself 
frmn it, and the House addressing me on the subject, 
instantly suspended all business until it had received 

my reply. 
The whole correspondence on the subject, smne 

of which has already been forwarded to your Lord
ship, I here annex in a printed for1n : it contains

" 1. The arldress of the House of Assembly. 

" 2. l\1y reply thereto. 
"3. The cmn1nunication addressed to me by the 

Executive Council. 
" 4. l\1y reply thereto. 
" 5. An address frmn the mayor and co1n1non 

council of the City of Toronto. 
"6. l\1y reply. 
" 7. An address, signed by the mayor, fron1 a 

public meeting bel d in the city hall. 
" 8. l\f y reply. 
'' 9. An adrlress from the House of Assembly. 
" 10. My reply." 
I trust that the tone of my answers to the above 
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cmntnunications will sufficiently prove to your Lord
ship how desirous I was to offer all possible expla
nation, and to do everything in my po·wer to govern, 
and to be governed, by truth and reason. 

At the tin1e I conducted this correspondence, I 
was perfectly sensible that I was friendless; for the 
republican party had proved themselves to be impla
cable, and the constitutional party I had refused to 
join : however, seeing that the 1noment had now 
arrived for resolutely assmning my position, I awaited 
the result of the conflict with a perfect confidence, 
solely proceeding frmn the justice of 1ny cause. 

The success of these measures has, I can faith
fully assure your Lordship, equalled my most sanguine 
expectations. 

Every newspaper in the Upper as well as in the 
Lower Province, excepting 1\'Ir. 1\'I'I{enzie's .lldvocate 
and one other, has in the most unequivocal terms 
supported me in the doctrine I have 1naintained ; the 
constitutional party have joined me to a1nan, and in the 
numerous addresses I have received are the names of 
1nany influential indivicluals who have hitherto been 
opposing the Government. Indeed, I can truly declare, 
that the intelligent classes of every denmnination are 
rallying around me in a 1nanner 'vhich fully corro
borates the statement I first 1nade to you on arriving 
in this province, namely, "that all that is good and 
esthnable re1nains at the bottom, while the surface 
is agitated by factious discussions.'' 
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A very striking exan1ple of this fact occurred on 

Saturday last. 
As soon as the late Executive Council resigned, 

l\Ir. J\tl'Kenzie and his party, at an immense expense, 
forwarded to every part of the province printed copies 
of the annexed circular, ahnost all of which were 
franked by n1e1nbers of the Assembly. '"fhis docu
Inent, as your Lordship will observe, ended by a 
printed petition to the House of Assetnbly, which 
only required the insertion of the name of the town-
hip and of the subscribers. 

As soon as this firebrand was supposed to have 
caused sufficient excitement, the four InemlJers of the 
lVIetropolitan:County of York, nan1ely, * l\fr. l\I'Ken ~ 
zie, Dr. l\forrison, J\tlr. GiLson and l\fr. l\f'Intosh, 
issued another notice (which I also annex) dated 
" House of Assembly," and calling a public meeting 
to be held ten tniles fron1 Toronto on Saturday 
last. 

As this country has been supposed to be under 
the cmnplete influence of l\fr. l\i'Kenzie, and its 
other members, it was agreed upon by the constitu
tional party, that, as they n1ight be overpowered by 
nun1 bers, they would not attend, and accordingly it 
was expected that the Radicals would cmnpletely carry 
the day : however, the reply I had written to the 

* Of these four individua1s, three have since either been fried 
for treason, or have absconded. 
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industrious classes of rrOl·onto had been much read, 
and accordingly, when the n1eeting as embled on 
Saturday an unexpected result took place. 

l\Ir.l\I•Kenzie totally failed in gaining attention; 
another 111ember, Dr. 1\forrison, who is 1nayor of 
rf01·onto, 'Vas collared and severely shaken, and the 
whole affair was so con1pletely stifled by the indig
nation of the people, that the meeting was dissolved 
without the passing of a single resolution. 

1\lr. l\i'Kenzie and his party afterwards assem
bled, and then went through the form of carrying 
their ready-concocted resolutions. 

The effect which this unexpected defeat will pro
duce throughout the province will, I am perfectly 
convinced, eventually break up the radical faction; 
and as soon as I have an opportunity of visiting, as I 
propose to do if I remain here, every county in this 
province, and of meeting and conversing with the 
inhabitants, I feel quite confident that a burst of 
loyalty will resound frmn one end of the province to 
the other, for a nwre honest, well-tneaning ye01nanry 
and peasantry cannot exist than his l\Iajesty's sub
jects in this noble province. 

It is out of my power to describe to your Lord
ship, without the appearance of exaggeration, the joy 
and gladness expressed to me Ly all parties at the 
con titutional resistance I have made; but I will not 
conceal frmn your Lordship that there is one question 
in almost everybody's n1outh, namely, " TJ7ill the 
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Lieutenant- Govm·um· ~e supportted by the 1-Imne Go
vernment?" "HE NEVER ·wiLL!" say the Radicals; 
'' fPe fear he will not !" say the Constitutionists. 

Your Lordship has to settle this question, and in 
1ny hu1nble opinion upon your decision rests our 

possession of the Canadas. 
I have the honour to be, 

l\Iy Lord, 
Your Lordship's 1nost obedient servant, 

F. B. 1-IEAD. 

The Lord Glenelg, &c. &c. &c. 

The war which raged against the Executive Go
vernment ofU pper Canada, in the !louse of Asse1nbly, 
could only be explained by a publication of the vio
lent speeches of the RepulJlicans, which are much too 
long to be here inserted. Suffice it to say, that the 
republican 1najority adopted an address to the J(ing, 
signed Mm·shall S. Bidwell, Spealce?·, in which his 
late l\1ajesty's attention was called to a report which 
the House of Assen1bly had adopted, in which it 
was declared that 1ny " ear was credulous," 1ny 
" mind poisoned," 1ny " feelings bitter"-that I was 
" despotic, tyrannical, unjust, deceitful,'' that n1y 
conduct had been " derogatory to the honour of the 
King," "de1noralizing to the c01nmunity," and that 
I had treated the people of the province as being 
" little better than a country of rogues and fools." 
Not satisfied with this attack upon 1ny character, the 
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House adopted a long 1nemorial to the House of Com
mons, signed Mm·sltall S. Bidwell, Spealce'J', in 
which not only was the same offensive report sub
mitted, but it was further stated in the me1norial as 
follows:-

" It is with pain, disappointment, and humiliation we 
notice the reiterated d~~claration of his Excellency to con
duct our affairs without the advice of the Executive Coun
cil according to his own will and pleasure, which his public 
acts have already proved to be arbitrary and vindictive. 
And this view of his sole ministerial power and authority, 
with a nominal responsibility to Downing-street, he has sus
tained before the public by mis-statements and misrepre
sentations so palpably opposed to candour and truth, as to 
destroy all hopes of further justice from his government 
• • • • • • . For othet· instances of his deviation from 
candour and truth, &c., we refer to the appended dol3u
ments. 

(Signed) " Marslzall S. Bidwell, Speaker." 

As this 1\ir. Bidwell 'vas the ·well-known leader 
of his party, as he "\Vas generally supposed to have 
been the framer of the address against me to the 
J{ing, and as he was at all events the official organ of a 
House of Assen1bly which had heaped upon me such 
unparalleled abuse, the reader will hereafter learn 
'vith no little surprise, that his 1\iajesty's Government, 
instead of supporting me by openly resenting his 

G 
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conduct, desired that he should be publicly exalted to 
the Judicial Bench, by me, whose station of representa
tive of the King he had so grossly insulted. But as 
this will fonn the subject of a distant chapter, I will 
at once regularly proceed with my narrative by stating, 
that on the Assen1bly stopping the supplies, I with
held 1ny assent from all their money bills, and even 
from their own contingencies, on the principle that as 
nothing but a storm of agitation could now settle the 
·weather, it would be useless to attempt to suppress it. 
In the following despatch, I will, however, reque~St 
the reader's especial attention to and recollection of 
the sole1nn warning it contains. 

No. 26. 

Tm·onto, 21st .llpril, 1836. 
Mv LoRD, 

I have the honour to transmit to your Lordsl1ip 
two addresses fron1 the House of Assembly to his 
Majesty, as also a copy of one to the House of Com
Inons, reprobating in unusual language 1ny conduct as 
Lieutenant-Governor of this province. I have also to 
inform your Lordship, that the House of Asse1nbly 
have deemed it their duty to stop the supplies-that, 
in consequence of this proceeding, I have reserved all 
their money bills for the consideration of his lVIajesty; 
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and that I haYe declined to grant their contingencies. 
I also inclose to your Lordship a copy of my speech on 
proroguing the Provincial Legislature. 

Under these circumstances, I feel it incuml)ent 
to subrnit to your Lordship a plain statement of the 
'v hole affair. 

In 1ny despatch No. 3, to your Lordship, dated 
5th February, I stated a follows:-

" As far as I have been able to judge, I should say that 
the republican party are implacable, that no concession 
whatever would satisfy them, their self-interested object 
being to possess themselves of the government of this pro
Yince, for the akc of lucre and emolument." 

In my despatch, No. 9, dated 22nd February, I 
stated to your Lordship as follows:-

" Having now informed your Lordship of the individuals 
I have added to the Executive Council, with the circum
stances which have preceded their appointments (which I 
trust may be confirmed), it only remain for me to state 
that although tranquillity in this province is, I conceive, 
now momentarily establi hE>d, I do not expect that the pre
sent House of Assembly will long discontinue their agi
tations. 

" It shall be my duty, however, to afford them no reason 
able cause for complaint. To their addres es, as well as 
their opinions, I shaH give every possible attention, and will 
afford them e\·ery assistance to correct all real grievances; 
but I am so convinced that every improper concession will 
not only strengthen their demands, but weaken my influ
ence in the province, that I shall continue to resist, as I 

G2 
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have hitherto done, any demand that may at all tend to 

undermine the happy constitution of the province, as I be

lieve that this policy will eventually secure to the Lieute

nant Governor of Upper Canada (whoever he may be) the 

confidence and support of the community.'' 

To the foregoing opinions, expressed to your 
Lordship, I finnly continue to adhere, and refer to 
them for the object of proving that the political state 
of this province requires no deep experience, but 
that its 1noral was evident to Ine before I had been 
a month in this capital. 

The speech I yesterday delivered on proroguing the 
Provincial Legislature will sufficiently explain the 
attempts I have in vain made to carry into effect the 
retnedial n1easures with which I 'vas intrusted. I 
will, therefore, only shortly observe, that the Griev
ance Report retnains unopened-that not one of the 
re1nedies your Lordship prescribed has been carried 
into effect ; that, in fact, this Grievance Report was 
nothing but a revolutionary ignis fatuus, purposely 
created to deceive the British Government, and that, 
as I stated in my despatch, No. 24, dated 6th April, 
" far from desiring to remove these grievances, the 
republican members deem then1 the fulcrum for sub
verting the government1 and for destroying the con
stitutional liberties of the province." 

The decided measures which your Lordship took 
promptly to correct the alleged grievances which were 
brought befo1·e you have had the happy effect of break-
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ing up the faction which, from want of finnness, has 
long been undermining the constitution of this pro
vince. Its enemies are now unmasked, disanned, and 
discomfited, and the inhabitants of this country are now 
indignantly exclaiming, as Crmnwell said, " You wlw 
m·e deputed here by the people, to get their grievances 
'redressed, a1·e yourselve.~ become tlwi1· greatest 
g 'rievance !" 

If the sentiments contained in these petitions 
fron1 the House of Assen1bly were really the s~nti
ments of their constituents, this province might justly 
be said to be in a state of revolt; whereas the fact is, 
as I stated it to your Lordship in my despatch No. 24, 
" that a burst of loyalty will very shortly resound 
frmn one end of the province to the other, as a more 
honest, well-1neaning yeomanry cannot exist than his 
lVIajesty's subjects in this noble province;" and for a 
proof of this assertion, I refer your Lordship to the 
enclosed addresses I have already received. 

Your Lordship cannot but remark, that, for the 
first time in the history of this province, the supplies 
have been stopped-that the ·whole country has thus 
been thrown into confusion, and that the period 
selected for this violence has been n1y arrival with 
your Lordship's instructions to correct all the griev
ances of the country! Had the object of those who have 
styled themselves Reformers been 'refiJ?'m, your Lord
ship's instructions would have been hailed with joy; 
in tead of which they have been repudiated by the 
Republicans, as the ene1ny of their hopes. 



86 

The case is fortunately so clear, that no one even 

in England can now fail to understand it. 

'' Why," it will be asked, "have the supplies in 
Upper Canada been stopped?" The answer is, be

cause the complaints of the Republicans were ordered 

to be corrected; and being thus driven off their 

grievance-ground, they 'vere forced by your Lordship 

to unveil their real object, which has been neither 

In ore nor less than to seize upon the power and 

patronage of the Crown ! 
" And how," it will be asked, " have they at

tempted to do tlzis ?" I reply, by demanding that 

the Executive Council be hencefonvard responsible 

to the people; or, in other words, to themselves, for 

the acts of the Lieutenant-Governor. 

"And is this all?'' No; they further demand 

that the Legislative Council shall be elective ; or, in 

other words, that it also shall be nmninated by them

selves: and if this does not betray their real object

if this does not prove to people in England the trai

torous, de1nocratic intention~ of the half-dozen Repn b

licans ,vho have been allmved to agitate this noLle 

province-facts are useless, and argmnent powerless! 

If the duties of the Lieutenant-Governor of this pro

vince 1nerely con iste<l in his being one branch out of 

three of the Colonial Legislature, even in that case 
there could be no more reason why HE should be 
gove,rned by an Executive Council, than that such a 

hody should be created to govern the !-louse of As-
nlbly or the I .Jegislative Council; but, besides the 
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Lieutenant-Governor's station in the ProvincialLegis
ture, he has to guard the lands and property of the 
Crown: in short, he is the only individual in this 
colony con1petent to consider the interest" of the 
British En1pire, of which this colony is but an atmn. 

The Executive Council are his Privy Council, to 
give hitn sworn advice "'hen he wants it, and not to 
" encumber hitu 'vith help" when he does not re
quire it. 

If I had been governed by 1ny late Council, the 
constitution of this province would at this moment 
be ubverted, for it will be evident to your Lordship 
that the unaniinous demand they 1nade upon 1ne was 
contrary to law. 

This doctrine was, in 1828, clearly explained by 
l\Ir. (now Lord) tanley, who, in reply to Mr. Roe
buck's motion, " That a select comn1ittee be ap
pointed to inquir into the political state of the 
Canadas," declared as follows:-

" The first point to which the Honourable 1\Iem
ber referred, was, the constitution of the Executive 
Council. It n1ay, perhap , be necessary for me to 
infonn the House that the Executive Council is a 
·body acting in the nature of the Privy Council in 
this country-advising the governor, but not respon
sible to him, and forming a council against whose 
opinion, as well as with it, he n1ay act" 

JJ,fy Lm·d, 1 rnost solemnly: declare, as my deli
berate opinion, that ij' this doctrine be ever subverted, 
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democrac,y, in the worst possible fm·m, will p'revail in 
o'w· Colonies*. The two branches of the Legislature 
have their respective interests to attend to, which too 
often are made subservient to their private views; 
but THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR IS THE KING'S 

SENTINEL, and if he be disarmed of the power he has 
received fron1 the Imperial Parliament, and be fettered 
by his Provincial Council, the Republicans will move 
heaven and earth to beconw the individuals to govern 

him. 
If the power of the Lieutenant-Governor is to be 

surrendered, I respectfully recon1mend that the deed 

be done in b1·oad daylight: for, to hamper hiin by the 
number of his councillors, or to oblige hi1n to consult 
them when he does not need their advice, would most 

surely produce the same effect in a 'veak, discredit
able manner. 

As the subject is of vast in1portance, and as I be

lieve oU'r colonial possessions now hang upon you1· 

Lm·dship' s deci~·ion, I will proceed to shew with what 
artifice the Republicans of the House of Assembly of 
this province have, in their petition against rne, en
deavoured to attain this object. 

* * * * 
But the Republicans in the House of Asse1nbly 

* The reader is particularly requested to keep in mind these 
solemn warnings, as he will, ere long, read with astonishment the 
orders given by Her Majesty's Government 1 especting them to Sir 
Archibald Campbell, Lieutenant-Governor of New Brunswick. 
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'vere unable to answer the correspondence ,vhich I 
had held with 1ny late Executive Council, and, feeling 
that they were dead beaten, they caught at this stra1-v, 
and petitioned the House of Commons, which of 
cour e they knew were perfectly ignorant of the 
whole subject, against what they have termed my 
" deviation fr01n candour and truth." 

But it is perhaps well they should have done so, 
a it will explain to the House of Com1nons, as well 
as to your Lordship, what sort of people the revolu
tionists of Upper Canada are, and will prove the 
absolute necessity of not ordering the Lieutenant-Go
vernor to he governed by his Executive Councn, 
which might be con1posed of such n1en. In this 
event, what ·would become of the property of the 
Crown ?-"\V hat ·would become of the rights of the 
people? 

I have now· submitted to your Lordship facts which 
are incontrovertible, and have replied to the accusa
tions which have been 1nade against n1e by the House 
of As~ e1nbly, by merely contrasting them with thei1· 
own declarations. 

I must now proceed alone upon my own testi1nony, 
to which I trust your Lordship will give that weight 
which is due to the station I hold. 

I have stated to your Lordship that the instructions 
you gave 1ne to correct the grievances of this country 
have had the effect of breaking to pieces the repub
lican party. The loyal feeling which is now ns1ng 
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up to support me in all directions is greater than I 
dare describe; as a single proof of which, I ·will in
form you, that a scene took place on my proroguing 
the Provincial Legislature which is unprecedented in 

the history of this country. 
Although Toronto is, and always has been, the 

head-quarters of the refonners, and though this 
capital will suffer 1nore than any other part of the 
province by the stoppage of the supplies, yet uever 
before 'vas the Parliament House so crowded, in
side and out, as when I ·went there to deliver 1ny 

speech. 
As soon as it was ended, contrary to all custon1, a 

burst of accla~nation resounded-cheers ·were several 

times repeated, and a crowd of the most respectable 
people, of all parties, actually endeavoured to take 
the horses from my carriage to draw n1e up to Go

vernment !-louse. 
On the speech being read again by the Speaker in 

the House of Asse1nbly, the gallery and floor was 
equally crowded, and, as soon as 1\lr. Speaker Rid
well had concluded, three cheers were given in the 
House, although nevm· before had such a demonstra
tion of public feeling been evinced. 

I a1n perfectly confident that the ·whole country is 
disposed to rise up to support 1ne, and I can assure 
your Lordship that I foresee no difficulty whatever in 
crushing the republican party, and in establishing 
loyalty, except a general fear which prevails through-
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out the country that the Home Government, will be 
afraid to support me. 

I tell your Lordship the truth, for it is proper you 
should know that the reception which was given in 
Englanrl to 1\'Ir. l\'l'Kenzie has had the effect of 
cowing the loyalists and of giving a false courage to 
the republicans. 

One ·word of firmness frmn the British Govern
Inent will uow settle the question for ever ; but if 
you hesitate to support me; ·if in your Lordship's 
1·eply to this despatch you encourage by a single word 
tlze republicans, they will instant~y be reanimated) and 
will again utter their old cry against the '' ·wEAK AND 

TRE:\IBLING GovERNMENT oF GREAT BRITAIN." 

That they have mistaken British generosity for 
fear no one is 1nore persuaded than myself, but I 
earnestly entreat your Lordship to pilt confidence in 
1ue, for I pledge 1ny character to the result ; I so
lemnly declare to your Lordship that I have no diffi
culties to contend Yrith here that I have not already 
overcome ; the gan1e is ·won ; the battle is gained as 
far as relates to this country, and I cannot give your 
Lordship a 1nore practical proof of it than by saying I 
want no assistance excepting tlte negative advantage 
of not being unde1·mined at home. 

I am not myself iu the least afraid of your Lord
ship's shrinking fi·mn supporting 1ne, but if you 
knew the feeling of this country you would pardon 
1ny telling you that the loyalist are incapable of 
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understanding the generous, liberal policy under 
which the Home Government has intended to act, 
and tlzat the 1·epublicans firm{7J look to it for suppm·t. 

In the present House of Assembly, which is 
cmnposed of 60 members, five of whom only are Eng
lish, five Irish, and nine Scotch, there are thirteen 
American 1nembers, n1any of whom have not only 
a distaste for n1onarchical government, and are 
avowed advocates for the election of magistrates, 
legislative councillors, &c. &c., but who are desirous 
to upset the constitution of this province for the sake 
of reigning in its stead [for which see their incorrect 

accusations against me. J 
l\Iany of these individuals attained their places 

by the encouragement which was given to Mr. 
M'Kenzie in England; and, now that I have suc
ceeded in turning the tide, they will, I hope, sink 
for ever, and be replaced by intelligent, loyal British 
subjects, if you1· L01·dship will jinnly suppm·t me. 

Whether I n1ay con tin ne here, or be replaced, is a 
subject I will not now discuss; but as long as I do 
re1nain here, and just at the present moment, it is of 
vital importance that I should retain the victory 

which has been \Yon. 
Upon Upper Canada, I conceive, hangs our pos

session of our North A1nerican, and possibly of our 
West Indian possessions: for, if this colony be firmly 
secured, not only will the rest he maintained, but I 
believe every intelligent individual in the United 
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States foresees that deuwcracy 1nust ere long pro
duce, by a revolution in that country, the identical 
form of govern1nent (I mean a monarchy) which it 
is endeavouring to overturn in this province. 

Your Lordship is aware I have had some expe
rience in ascertaining the opinions of the lower 
classes in the 1nother-country, and I have no hesita
tion in declaring that in no part of Great Britain 
does there exist so loyal a disposition as will be dis
played in this province, if we will only act towards it 
with firmness and decision. 

I shall never regret the generous policy which 
attempted to produce here tranquillity by concilia
tion, f01· I at present owe to it my success; but my 
speech to the Legislature will prove to your Lordship 
that ·we can carry that policy no further-that to 
Republicans the more we concede the 1nore they 
demand-that, while they are pushing at the consti
tution, every inch of ground they gain redoubles their 
exertions-and that, on the contrary, if resistance be 
sternly offered to the1n they give up the attempt and 
run away.* 

I fully expect that before a month has elapsed 
the country will petition 1ne to dissolve the present 
House of Assembly, but until the feeling is quite 
ripe I shall not attend to it: I 'vould therefore 
request your Lordship to send 1ne no orders on the 

* I beg the reader to determine whether or not this prophecy has 
been fulfilled ? 
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subject, but to allow n1e to let the thing work by 
itself; for it now requires no argu1nent, as the 
stoppage of the supplies, of the road money, and all 
other tnoney bills, will soon speak for themselves 
in a provincial dialect which every body will un-

derstand. 
The language contained in the 92 Resolutions 

from Lower Canada, as well as in the resolutions 
they have lately forwarded to the Government; the 
language contained in the Grievance Report of this 
province, in the petitions now forwarded by the 
House of Assembly of Upper Canada against n1e, 
and in lVIr. Speaker Papineau's letter to l\'lr. Speaker 
Bidwell, are in tny hutnble judgn1ent subversive 
of all discipline, and totally irreconcilable 'vith 
the allegiance due frmn its colonies to the British 

Etnpire. 
· I feel quite confident that if such language be 
received by his Majesty's Govern1nent without a 
stern rebuke it will be aggravated ; and I therefore 
earnestly express my hope that your Lordship will 
demn it proper to reprobate the 'reception which I, as 

the bea1'e1· of you/r 'remedial rneasu1·es, have met with 
by the House of Assembly, and that you will by 

your expressions fi'~·mly support me in the course 

I have pursued. 
I have, &c. 

F. B. HEAD. 

The Lord Glene1g, &c. &c. &c. 
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The reader will soon perceive that, instead of sup
porting me in the course I had pursued, and instead 
of reprobating the author of the 92 Resolutions in 
Lower Canada, and the conduct of 1\fr. Speaker 
Bid well in the Upper Province, his l\fajesty's Go
vernment, after the receipt of this despatch, obtained 
the royal assent to the Road Bills I had 1·eserved, 
thus restoring to Radical Road Cmnmissioners the 
disposition of road Inoney which had notoriously been 
misapplied to the basest political purposes! 

Not satisfied with this, his l\fajesty's Govern1nent 
conununicated to n1e their desire that l\fr. Bidwell, 
like the author of the 92 Resolutions in Lo"rer 
Canada, should be exalted to the Judicial Bench, not
withstanding the recon1n1endations contained in the 
three following despatches! 

I. 
1\Jy LORD, 

No. 28. 

Tm·onto, 27th April, 1836. 

I have the honour to transmit to you a copy of a 
letter which l\Ir. Papineau, Speaker of the As
sembly of the Lower Province, ha addressed to 
lVfr. Bidwell, Speaker of the House of As ·e1nbly of 
Upper Canada. 

I conceive that the traitorous and revolutionary 
language it contains, as well as the tenns in which 
it speaks of your Lordship, need no comment; but I 
vill only observe, that although the letter is dated 
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20th of March, it 'vas detained by l\1r. Bid·well 
until a few hours before I prorogued the Legislature, 
and then by hiin laid before the !-louse of Asserr1bly 

of this province. 
I take this opportunity of 1nentioning to your 

Lordship that the House of Assembly lately ap
pointed three Commissioners to meet l\ir. Papineau 
and the other two Connnissioners fron1 the Lower 
Province, and that the individuals named for this 
unconstitutional object were l\1r. Speaker Bidwell, 
Mr. Perry, the chairman of the co1ninittee to whmn 
was referred 1ny correspondence with the Executive 
Council (a gentleman ,vho has lately uttered most 
violent language against 1ne as well as against the 

British Government), and l\'Ir. . . . . . 

No.29. 

2. Toronto, April 28th, l836. 

MY LoRD, 
I have the honour to enclose to your Lordship- a 

copy of the 1ninutes of the Executive Council, by • 
which it will appear that, in withholding assent to the 
n1oney bills, and in declining to grant the contingen
cies of the House of Asse1nbly, I acted with the ad

vice of 1ny Council. 
One of 1ny reasons for not granting the contin-

gencies was, the knowledge that a large sun1 would 
be gt·anted out of thmn, by the Asserr1bly, to send an 
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agent to England, which I have good reason for know
ing they had detennined to do. 

I have just learned that l\1r. Robert Baldwin, one 
of the Executive Council, leaves Toronto this day for 
London. It is stated that he goes there for the re
covery of his health; but it is acknowledged by his 
party, that he '\.vill be prepared to answer any ques
tions which the Govern1nent may feel disposed to put 
to him. 

The systmn of sending agents fr01u the British 
North American Colonies, and their being received by 
the Govern1nent, is one which I feel confident your 
Lordship will discountenance.* 

The House of Assembly, or the Legislative Coun
cil, or the Executive Council, or any individual in the 
colony, have a constitutional mode of 1naking accusa
tions against the Governor, to which accusations he 
has also a constitutional opportunity to reply. 

Should this not Le deen1ed sutlicient, and should 
the novel course of rec iving agents Le adopted, then 
I submit t1mt, in conunon justice, the party complain
ing should appoint one agent, and the party com
plained of another, but that one should not be heard 
without the other : the inconvenience of such a syste1n 
mu.;t be so apparent, that I feel confident your Lord
ship will not approve of it. 

* In this almost single instance my recommendation was most 
strictly complied with. 

H 
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The n1ere fact of its being supposed that the re
volutionary party have an agent at home, who is 
successfully undermining the character of the Lieute
nant-Governor, will give great importance in this 
country to Mr. Bald win's residence in London; and 
I therefore hope that, should he, directly or indi
rectly, com1nunicate ·with the Colonial Office, your 

Lordship 'vill give him that style of answer, a copy 
of which, transmitted to n1e, and published in this 
country, would at once put an end to that sort of 

left-handed attacks upon the constitution. 
I have the honour to be, 

My Lord, &c. 
F. B. I-lEA D. 

rrhe Lord Glenelg, &c. &c. &c. 

3. 
lVIv LoRD, 

No. 38. 
TO'l·onto, May 19th, 1836. 

I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship 
an address which was this morning presented to 111e 
by a deputation from the electors of this city, with 
n1y answer thereto. 

I 'vould direct your I ... ordship's attention to the fact, 
that, at the last general election for the city, the total 
number of votes that 'vere polled amounted to 512, 
and that to the present address there are attached 
no less than 461 signatures . 

J have also the honour to transn1it an address fro1u 
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the electors of tl1e county of Lennox, of ·which Mr. 
peaker Bid well and 1\Ir. Perry (the chairn1an of the 

committee, who drew up the report on the correspond
ence with 1ny late Executive Council) are at present 
tile members. It w.ill ex plain to your Lordship the 
reaction which i taking place in this province. 

I may also observe, that I have this evening re
ceiYed official information, that 1200 electors of the 
Gore di trict are con1in g down in a body to Toronto 
to pre ent to me, in person, an address, strongly sup
porting me in the measures I have adopted. 

I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 

Your Lordship's 1nost obedient servant, 

F. B. HEAD. 

The Lord Glenelg, &c. &c. &c. 

No.40 

'l'oronto, May 28tll, 1836. 
l\1y LoRD, 

I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship a 
copy of a Gazette Extraordinary, by which it will ap
pear that I this day dissolved the Provincial Parlia
n1ent. 

The new elections will be concluded on 27th Juue. 
The number of signatures attached to the loyal 

addresses which I have received already amount to 
24,100; many others are on their way. 

H2 
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(Private.) To1·onto, May 28th, 1836. 
Mv LoRD, 

My official communication of this day's date 'vill 
infor1n your Lordship that I have this day dissolved 
the Provincial Parlia1nent. 

Of course a 1nost violent contest will take place, and 
I need hardly observe th~t it is one upon which our 
possession of the Canadas may almost be said to de

pend. 
Sensible as I am of its i1nportance, I feel calm and 

tranquil as regards its result. 
In South A1nerica, truth and justice carried 1ne 

through difficulties even greater than those I have 
now to contend with, and I have the firmest reliance 
they will again be triu1nphant. 

I enclose to your Lordship a printed copy of an 
answer I this day gave to one of the numerous ad

. dresses. 
In all n1y other answers I have been cool and cahn; 

but in this I have made an exception, because I have 
long deterrnined to notice that letter which Papineau 
addressed to l\Ir. Speaker Bid well. 

'fhe fact is, Papineau as well as Bidwell, and all 
their party, have long endeavoured to inculcate the 
idea, that the whole of the population of the Canadas 
are "united, to a tnan ''-that they only tolerate the 
British Government, and that, consequently, they can 
throw it off when they please. 

Now, I think it highly necessary that this artful 
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spell should be broken-that the truth should be 
proved, and I have therefore done so effectually. 

I am quite sure that n1y answer* will do Papineau 
the greatest possible injury; for it will prove his 
theory to have been false. It will re-animate the 
loyalists ; and as our 1nilitia regiments all assmnble 
for a few days on the 4th of June, the appeal will 
stir them up, and turn their votes in the right direc
tion. 

I am aware that the answer n1ay be cavilled at in 
Downing-street, for I know it is not exactly according 

to Hoyle. Mais, mon seignewr, c1·oyez-vous done 
qu' on fasse des revolutions avec de l' eau de 1·ose? 

It is impossible to put down republicanisn1 by soft 
words. 

I have only one m01nent; as the mail is starting. 
I remain, 

Your Lordship's faithful and obedient servant, 

F. B. HEAD 

The Lord Glenelg, &c. &c. &c. 

The reader will have observed the heavy difficulties 
I had to contend with, not only in Upper Can ad a, but 
in England. The following despatch will n1oreover 
explain that, although I 'vas privately on mnicable 
tern1s with the Comn1issioners of Inquiry in Lower 

Canada, yet that I found it so utterly impossible to 
I 

~ " Let them come if they dare!'' 
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subscribe to the policy they 'vere ordered to pursue, 
that I respectfully tendered to her lVIajesty's Govern

Jnent my resignation. 
" Toronto, June 1st) 1836. 

lVIY Loan, 
I have received from Lord Gosford and the Com

Inissioners of Inquiry, a. copy of their reports to your 
Lordship on the Executive Council, and I have had 
an interview with Sir George Gipps, who was here 

two days ago, on his way to N iagara. 
It n1ay have appeared strange to your Lordship 

that, during the short ti1ne that has elapsed since n1y 
arrival here, I should have twice respectfully tendered 
to your Lordship my resignation of the station I hold. 

The ostensible reason which I gave for so serious 

a proposal was, that my incon1e and rank were in
adequate, as I still declare them to be, to the duties 
I had to perfonn ; but having read the Cmnmissioners' 
Report, and having conversed with Sir George Gipps, 

of whose talents and probity I am deeply sensible, I 
have resolved to hesitate no longer to confess to your 
Lordship, that I do not agree in opinion with the 
Con1missioners of Inquiry; and that I have long 
felt I should eventually embarrass thein by remaining 
in this country. I should not do justice to myself, 
or act frankly towards your Lordship, the Governor
General, or Commissioners, were I any longer to 
conceal that, as regards their policy, I have not an 
idea in common with the1n. 
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rfhe very first act of Iny adtninistration WaS a 
deliberate departure frmn the course they adopted. 
I perfectly w·ell knew, and I stated it to your Lord
ship, that by not giving to the legislature of this 
province the Cmn1nissioners' ver ion of their instruc
tions, I should seriously embarrass then1 : at the 
mne time I could not n1ake up 1ny 1nind to conceal 

the truth, and I therefore prmnulgated the instructions 
the1n"·elves, in pwris naturalibus, although I was 
ensible it n1ight cause n1y recall. 

In the Commissioners' Report respecting the 
Executive Council, they build their recmn1nendations 
on the foundation, " that the 'veightiest accounta .. 
bility which can attach to any n1an, in matters of a 
public nature, for which he is not punishable by 
law, or by loss of office, is accountability to public 
opinion." 

To this doctrine I have never been able to sub
scribe; on the contrary, I have al way considered 
that every 1nan in office should make public opinion 
follow hint, and never attempt to follow it. 

However, upon this foundation the Connnissioners 
project plans which, consistently with their theory, 
are avowedly framed "to secure as 1nuch as possible 
of the confidence of the people." 

In the contest which I have had with the House 
of Assen1bly here, n1y argument has been that the 
Governor and his Executive Council fonn the great 
constitutional counterpoise to the representatives of 
the people ; and that in proportion as the Provincial 
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Legislative Council is deficient in the rank, 'vealth, 
and superior education which give influence to our 
House of Lords, so it is necessary that the Governor 

and his Council should be enabled to witl1stand the 
de1nocratic pressure which, in the British constitu
tion, it is as 1nuch as the King and the House of 
Lords can do to resist. I therefore consider that the 
Commissioners' recon11nendation of attempting to 
conciliate partly public opinion by forming the Exe
cutive Council out of the two !-louses of the Legis
lature-or, in other words, out of the very ele1nents 
it is intended to control, is a fatal error. 

I also consider, that to absolve the Governor's 
council fron1 secrecy lvould render it absolutely iin
possible for hi1n to consult the1n ; for as he is only 
supposed to consult thmn on subjects upon which he 
feels his judg1nent to be rickety, the confession to 

tl1en1 of his ovvn weakness ·would, if n1ade public, 

ruin his authority by depriving him of respect. 
Besides this, if a councillor were permitted to 

declare what n1easure he had not advi ed, he would 
equally be at liberty to declare what measures he 
had advised ; and, if these were popular measures, 
the Governor of this colony, besides having to stand 
against democracy, would also have to bear again t 
the additional odium of having stood against the 
JlOpularity-hunting advice of l1is Council ; which, 
altogether, would in practice be 1nore than he could 
bear. 

But the Report of the Com1nissioners respecting 
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the Executive Council fonns but a single feature in 
the whole picture of their policy, which to n1y n1ind 
has a den1ocratic character to which I cannot con
scientiously accord. 

I can declare to your Lordship, that, before I 
came to this country, 1nany of my friends fancied I 
was a radical, and, indeed, I ahnost fancied I was one 
1nyself, for in aU the countries I ·have ever visited 
I really have been devotedly attached to what is vul
garly ca1led the liberty of the subject, but I cannot 
go as far as the Com~11issioners; and I feel it only 
due to them, and to your Lordship, to state so. 

For instance, I consider that the language of the 
92 Resolution of Lower Canada was not only in
sulting to the Rritish Government, but traitorous. 

If this be true, it unavoidably follows that the 
author of these resolutions is a traitor, and to create 
him a judge \Vas, in 1ny humble opinion, to place 
on the Briti h bench one whose proper situation was 
th dock. 

I consider that, in a British colony, British 
interests [,·hould be parwnount, and that in these 
provinces we should foster then1 by every 1neans in 
our power, by infusing into the country our redundant 
population, and by giving nothing to aliens but their 
bare rights. 

I do not in the slighte t degree pre u1ne to offer 
the e observations as complaints against the Commis
sioners, or even as suggestions \VOI'thy your Lord-



106 

ship's consideration ; but merely a a confession that 
my principles and opinions differ completely frmu 
those of gentlemen under ·whmn, I believe, I should 

act, and with whmn, I am sure, it is highly advisable 

I should concur. 
As long as I could continue neutral, 1ny opinions 

were concealed in n1y own breast, but every hour 
drives me to the necessity of taking decisive Inea

sures ; and as the Cmnmissioners and I are now 
acting in opposite directions, I feel quite confident 
that sooner or later the principles which govern us 
n1ust be suspected to be different, and that, the mo
ment the truth is elicited, en1barrassments of a very 
serious nature must ensue. The British population 
of both the Canadas is no\v leaning with its lvhole 

weight upon n1e, instead, as it ought to do, upon the 
Commissioners ; I therefore feel I mn doing his 1\'la

je~ty's Govern1nent 1nore hann than good-that being 

the lesser power I really ought to retire--and I have 
no hesitation in reconu11ending to your Lordship that 

I should do so. 
There exist, in the Commission of Inquiry, opinions 

openly prmnulgated which 1nany n1ay term liberal, 
to which I cannot and never will subscribe ; but, far 

from wishing to oppose them, I only desire to offer 
to your Lordship to yield to the1n the field. 

I have) &c., 
F. B. HEAD. 

The Lord Glenelg, &c., &c. &c. 
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Although in the foregoing despatch I divulged to 
his 1\Iajesty's Governn1ent n1y opinion concerning 
the Conllnission of Inquiry, the high jurisdiction of 
which extended to Upper Canada, yet in doing so I 
felt it but right, lst-to tender my resignation; 
and, 2ndly, to 1nake the Con1mission aware of the 
opinions I entertained, by comn1unicating thmn 
ahnost literally in a letter to Sir Charles Grey. 

As his 1\Iajesty's Government, in reply to my cmn
nninicatiou, declined to lay my resignation before the 
King, I could not, as I desired, " yield to them 
the field ; " and as the Government did not call upon 
me to explain n1y meaning, I had no opportunity of 
doing so : but as the despatch has now become pub
lic, I feel it a duty I owe to the Conunission pre
ci ely to explain 1ny n1eaniug. 

In the Co1n1nission there existed one gentleman of 
lrhose talent and probity I have already spoken in 
high tenus. His abilities were good, his power of 
writing uncomn10n, but his political principles were 
offensive to almost the whole of the British popula
tion. The freedmn (which surely n1u 't be known 
even in this country) with which he avowed them 
was a subject of general regret; and although I could 
not but admire the honesty with which he spoke his 
n1ind, yet when I found that even at a large party, 
expressly invited to meet him at the Government House 
at Toronto, in Upper Canada, he advocated his prin
ciples so undisguisedly, that, on his leaving the room, 
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one of the public officers observed, loud enough for n1e 
to hear him, '' That gentleman should be recalled ! '' I 
felt it 1ny duty, though he was personally my friend, 
to express what I did in my despatch, and having 
done this "to yield to him the field." 

'rhe feeling in the Canadas among the British 
party 1vas, on this subject, right or wrong, so strong, 
that, on this gentleman returning to England, it was 
a subject of considerable speculation to observe in 
'vhat 1vay a person 1vho was known to have honestly 
expressed such sentiments would be received by the 
Colonial Office; and they 1vere equally astonished and 
disheartened (to no one 1wts the moral n10re appalling 
than to myself), when they saw it very shortly an
nounced that, out of the whole population of Great 
Britain, he was selected by his l\1ajesty's Govern1nent 
to be placed at the head of one of the most rising and 
important of our colonies. On this appointment I 
have no comment to offer, and I n1ost deeply regret 
the necessity which has called for even 'vhat I have 
said. 

The following despatches on various subjects will 
speak for the1nselves. 

l\1 y LORD, 
Toronto, June 22, 1836 

I have the honour to trans1nit to your Lordship 
a newspaper published here, entitled the Cm-respond
ent and Advocate, which contains a letter frmn 
Mr. l\i'Kenzie, of which the following is an extract 
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•' The people of Lower Canada and the Upper 
Canada Reforn1ers especially direct their views to 
four important objects, not one of which will be con
ceded, as I believe, until it be too late. They are 
-an elective Legislative Council; an Executive 
Council responsible to public opinion ; the control 
over the ·whole provincial revenue to be in the Le
gislature; and the Britislz Pa~rliament and the 
Colonial Office to cease their interference in owr 
intm·nal conce'rns." 

As the Republicans in the Canadas generally 
nmsk their designs by professions of attachment to 
the 1nother-country, I think it is important to re
cord this ad1nission on the part of 1\Ir. l\1 'Kenzie 
of the traitorous object which the Refonners of this 
province have in view. 

Mv LoRD, 

I have, &c. 
F. B. HEAD. 

No. 56. 

Tm·onto, Upper Canada, 
8th July, 1836. 

The important subject of this despatch is to infonn 
your Lordship of the result of the elections which 
have taken place here in consequence of tny having 
dissolved the Provincial Legislature on the 28th of 
]\lay. 

As soon as I determined on the 5th of l\1arch last 
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to 1nake a stand against the unconstitutional den1ands 
of 1ny late Executive Councillors (which, as your 
Lordship is aware, were strenuously supported by the 
House of Assembly), I became sensible that the only 

practicable 1nethod of breaking the republican party 
was by opening the eyes of the people to the traitorous 
designs of those who were leading them insensibly 

to revolution. 
In proportion as the Constitutionists 'vere ob-

served to rally round the British flag (which I hoisted 
for the first time in the history of the Province on the 
roof of the Government House), the Republicans 
felt it necessary to make on their part every possible 
exertion; and as the period for the elections gradually 
approached, it becan1e evident to every reflecting man 
in Lower Canada, that by the conflict about to take 

place in the Upper Province, Mr. Papineau's power 
would either be materially increased or diminished, 

inasmuch as in one of my replies I had noticed his 

letter to J\fr. Speaker Bidwell as fo1lows :-

"But as Mr. Speaker Papineau has thought proper to 

promulgate in this province, 'that the people of the Canadas, 

labouring under the accumulative· wrongs proceeding from 

an Act of Parliament, unite as a rnan,' I feel it necessary 

publicly 1o repudiate that assertion, by declaring what the 

state of opinion in Upper Canada really is. 
a The people of Upper Cana<la detest democracy; they 

revere their Constitutional Charter, and are consequently 

staunch in allegiance to their King. 
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""They arc perfectly aware that there exists in the Lower 
Province one or two individuals who inculcate the idea that 
this pronnce is about to be disturbed by the interference of 
foreigners, ·whose power ~nd whose numbers will prove 
invincible. 

"In the name of every regiment of militia in Upper 
Canada, I publicly promulgate, let them come ~~ the 
dare." 

The elections com1nenced on the 20th of June, and 
the struggle, as n1ight be expected, was a desperate 
one. I am happy however to inform your Lordship, 
that the result has been successful, and that truth 
and justice have as usual prevailed. 

In the late I-Iouse of. Assen1bly the Republicans 
had a n1ajority of eleven. In the present House 
of Asse1nbly the Constitutioni.rds have a 1najority of 
twenty-jive (there being now forty-five constitu
tiona men1bers, and only seventeen republican!) 

In the late House there were thirteen American 
members; in the present House there are only seven, 
one of whom i a Consthutioni t. 

A1nong the Republicans who have lo.s·t their 
election are the following names: 

" 1. 1\'Ir . Speaker Bid 'veil,* the twin or Siainese 
con1panion of .1\Ir. Sp aker Papineau. 

"2. 1\tir. Peter Perry, the n1ost powerfu], as well 

"' The Government insisting on elevating Mr. Bid well to the bench, 
after they had received this despatch, is surely incomprehen ible. 
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as the leading speaker of the Republicans; the chair
In an of the comtnittee to whmn ·was referred n1y 

correspondence with tny Executive Council. 
"3. lVIr. ,V. L. lVI'Kenzie, the Chainnan of the 

Grievance Report, and arch-agitator of this province." 
As a single exatnple of the reaction which has 

lately taken place in the public tnincl, I may state 
that the Solicitor-general, who is the leader of the 
constitutional party in the House of Assen1bly, ·was 
returned without opposition; that l\ir. 1\I'Lean, the 
late constitutional Speaker, was returned at the head 
of his poll; while l\ir. Speaker Bid well, the avmyeu 
advocate for republican institutions, was the lowest 

of the four candidates for his county. 
The effect which the election has procluced in 

this country, and the exciten1ent it 'vill cause in 
Lower Canada, I will not attmnpt to describe, but 
will only express a hope that it will, in your Lord
ship's estitnation, sufficiently defend the course of 
})Olicy which I have adopted on tny arrival at this 
province, and which I had the honour to explain to 
your Lordship in n1y despatch of the 5th of February, 

as follows :-
H Under these circumstances I considered that 

the great danger I had to avoid, was the slightest 
atten1pt to conciliate any party ; and that the only 
course for 1ne to adopt, was to act fearlessly, undis
guisedly, and straightforwardly for the interests of 
the country, to throw 1nyself on the good sense and 
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good feeling of the people, and ahide a result which 
I firmly believe "vill be triun1phant." 

I have the honour to he) 
My Lord, 

Your lordship's nwst obedient servant, 

F. B. I-lEAD. 
The Lord Glenelg, &c. &c. &c. 

No. 57. 

Tm·onto, 16th July, 1836. 
J.Vfy LORD, 

In 1ny last despatch, No. 56, dated 8th instant, 
I had the honour to inforn1 your Lordship, that our 
elections have added forty constitutional votes to the 
Hou e of Asse1nbly, which is composed, as your 
Lordship is aware, of sixty-two mmnbers. 

"The republican n1inority of course fee] that 
their cause is desperate; and, as a last dying struggle, 
they have, I understand, been asse1nhling at To
ronto night after night, for the purpose of appealing 
for a sistance to his 1\Iajesty's Government! 

Their conyentions are so secret that it is iin
po. ible for 1ne to know what passes there ; but I 
have been infonned, that they have actually despatched 
Dr. Dunc01nbe,* (an A1nerican, and a rank republi-

'1: This Dr. Duncombe crossed the Atlantic on his secret mission 
under a false name. On arriving in London he of course went to Mr. 
Hume,.who seconded his charges against me of having "fabricated 

I 
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can) with complaints of son1e sort respecting the 

election. 
I also beg to state to your Lordship, that I ex-

pect that Dr. Baldwin, 1\Ir. Gem·ge Ridout and l\1r. 
Small, whom I have felt it necessary to dis1niss fr01n 
the situations they respectively hold, in consequence 
of the disrespectful language they have publicly 
used against me, will also seek to be supported by 

his l\1ajesty's Government. 
I feel confident that your Lordship will discoun

tenance this dark, unconstitutional practice of de
spatching agents from the province to his Majesty's 
Government, to make secret complaints against the 
Lieutenant-Governor, which, of course, it is impossible 

for him to repel. 
I will therefore 1nerely assure your Lordship that 

in the elections, as well as in the prompt dismissal qf 

afew of the 'ringleaders of the Republicans, I have 
acted cautiouti·ly and conscientiously. 

I have the honour to be, 
l\1y Lord, 

Your Lordship's most obedient servant, 
F. B. HEAD. 

'The Lord Glenelg, &c. &c. &c. 

votes." On his return to Upper Canada he failed even to appear 
before the House of Assembly to substantiate any one of his alle
gations, became a traitor in arms, ran away, and a reward of 500!. 
is now offered for his apprehension.: 
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No. GO. 

l\[y LORD, 
Tm·onto. 2~rd ,July, 1836. 

Until I know whether tny past proceedings have 
ueen approved of or condemned, it feels cheerless to 
enter upon the con. ideration of the future: however, 
as it i ab olutely necessary to con ider n·hat should 
be done at the meeting of the Provincial Legislature 
which might po sibly take place in November, I 
feel it my duty to . uLmit to your Lord hip a few 
observations. 

* * * 
In an evil hour we fatally surrendered, without 

bloodshed, the duties levied under 14 Geo. Ill.,* 
the consequence of which has been, that the Repub
licans, instead of thanking us, have called upon us 
also to surrender the hereditary revenues of the 
Crown. 

Your Lordship took the pains of ordering in detail 
a remedy for every single grievance in 1\tlr. l\f'l(en
zie's volume, and the Republicans instantly repaid 
you by calling for an immediate surrender of the 
power and responsibility of the Lieutenant-Governor. 
Little now remains in our hands, and if that little be 
conceded, if we give up the hereditary and territorial 
revenues of the Crown, in 1ny hu1nble opinion we 

"' See the Duke of Wellington's admirable protest against this 
fatal measure. 
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have King Lear's fate before us, 'vithout his plea of 
. . 
1nexpenence. 

I need hardly observe to your Lordship, that the 
British Constitution was granted to the inhabitants 
of the Canadas, n1erely for the internal governn1ent 
of their own property, and thei1· own affairs; not to 
entitle the1n to claim possession of the property of 
the parent state ! If once this distinction be con
founded, not only ·will the property of the Crown be 
in danger, but the colony will actually be encouraged 
to demand its separation from the mother-country ; 
but if the CrC'Wn voluntarily surrenders its actual 
property in this colony, before it has hnbibed fr01n 
the 1nother-country a hundredth part of the redundant 
population it is capable of sustaining, it may with 
equal justice be required to surrender its juris

diction. 
I feel quite confident that if the Lieutenant-Gover

nor of this province, whoever he 1nay be, will act 
with con1mon finnness, he will not he seriously em
barrassed by this refusal on the part of his l\Iajesty' 
Govern1nent ; and if the territorial revenues were 
placed at the Lieutenant Governor's disposal, under 
such orders and precautions as his Majesty's Govern
ment might think proper to direct, to be judiciously 
applied by hiin to those sort of improvements (such 
as road-making for instance) which would benefit 
the mother-country as ·well as the province, or if 
necessary, to be te1nporarily withheld, I believe that 
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the country, instead of factiously opposing the Lieu
tenant-Governor, ·would feel it their interest (which 
at present it is not) to live upon good terms with 
him ; and there can be no doubt ·whatever, that, being 
disinterested, being unconnected with all jobs and 
local speculations, the Lieutenant-Governor of the 
province could direct the expenditure of the here
ditary revenues of the Crown with greater advantage 
to the country than if they were to be intrusted to 
the peop1e's representatives.* 

Whether the Lieutenant-Governor or the House 
of Assembly is to have the expenditure of tl1is rnoney 
is the point which I respectfully submit to your Lord
ship's consideration. 

In n1y humble opinion it should be given to I-lis 
lVI a jesty' s representative. 

1st. Because it is the property of the Crown, and 
not the property of the people ; and 

2ndly. Because it is politic to give the Lieute
nant-Governor e-rery pot;:sible constitutional support, 
and impolitic to thrmv tlmt which legitimately 
lJelongs to his influence into the scale of the House 

*The Legislative Council, in their late able "Report on the Stat~ 
of the Province," in speaking of the proposed surrender to Upper 
Canada of the casual and territorial revenues, in most disinterested 
terms declare, "that they are far from being impressed with the 
conviction that such a relinquishment of theju t 7'1gltts and prc?'oga
tives of the Crown will contribute to the welfare ofthe colony.' 
Yet, against the advice of two branches·or the Legislature, the Colo
nial Office insist on surrendering them! 
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of Assmnbly, ·which already too clearly prepon 

derates. 
I have not yet been able to detern1ine when the 

Legislature will assemble; lJut as it is very possible 
that it may be advisable it should do so early in 
November, I hope to receive immediate instructions. 

I have, &c., 
F. B. HEAD. 

The Lord Glenelg, &c. &c. &c. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Return to Toronto, after a two months' Inspectional Tour of the 
Provinces-Submit to His Majesty's Government a Memorandum 
on the Political State of the Canadas-Also a l\Iemorandum on 
the Indian Tribes-Remonstrate with the Government-Adhere 
to the Opinion that the Casual and Territorial Revenues should 
not be surrendered-Reply to Mr. Ex-Speaker Bidwell's Accusa
tion-Loyal Address from the Speaker of the new House of As
sembly on granting the Supplies. 

IN my inspectional tour, which occupied about two 
Inonths, I traversed Upper Canada fr01n the extreme 
south to the eastern district, and frorn thence to the 
western boundary. 

I generally travelled with two attendants; anct as 
a considerable portion of the journey was necessarily 
performed on horseback, I had an opportunity of con
versing on very agreeable and easy terms with the 
ye01nen and farn1ers, who generally assembled to ride 
with me through their respective districts, and proceed
ing considerable distances, I had thus an opportunity 
of eonversing through the day w·ith various sets of 
fanners. In 1ny visits to the Indians it was found 
inconvenient to carry a tent, and accordingly my aid
de-camp and I lived in the open air, and at night slept 
on the ground. 

Nothing can he more reasonable than that his 
l\Iajesty's Government should withhold their support 
from any officer in their service who conscientiously 
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advocates in his despatches principles differing frmn 
their own; but that my humble opinion on the poli
tical state of the Canadas1 and of the Indians, 
should on that account have been withheld from the 
public, when every report, even of disagreement, 
proceeding frmn Lord Gosford and the Cmnn1issioncrs 
of Inquiry in Lower Canada, 'vas liberally submitted 
by his l\iajesty's Government to both Houses of Par
liament, to enable them to fonn their judgment on 

the Canada question, appears to me inexplicable. 

No.79. 

Toronto, Uppm· Canada, Oct. 8, 1836. 

l\1Y LORD, 

I have the honour to inform your Lordship that I 
have issued a proclamation convening the Legislature 

of this province for the despatch of business on Tues
day, the 8th of November next. 

I had, as your Lordship is awarr, fixed upon the 
end of November; but in consequence of the state of 
affairs in Lo1ver Canada, I have considered that his 
l\1ajesty's Govennnent 'Yould probably like to have 
before them, at the meeting of the I1nperial Par
liament, the actual result of the whole of the proceed
ings of the session of this Legislature, and I therefore 
fixed on the day I have mentioned. 

I have, &c. 

F. B. HEAD. 

The Lord Glenelg, &c. &c. &c. 
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No. 86. 

Toronto, Upper Canada, Oct. 28, 1836. 
l\Iy LORD, 

I have the honour to sub1nit to your Lordship 
a short InemorandUin on the present political state of 
the Canadas. 

I have, &c. 

F. B. HEAD. 
The Lord Glenelg, &c. &c. &c. 

lJiemorandurn on the present Political State oftlze 
Canadas. 

During the inspectional tour I have lately con
cluded, I have been occupied two months in calmly 
observing the moral feeling of this province. 

Avoiding addresses of congratulation, or any· 
thing that could cause political excitement, I have 
mingled with n1en of practical intelligence, and have 
listened to the variety of opinions they offered to me, 
with the smne attention with which, as an Assistant 
Poor La,v Comn1issioner, I Inade n1yself acquainted 
1vith the prejudices and difficulties it was then 1ny 
duty to encounter. 

I have since had full leisure and opportunity 
deeply to reflect upon all I have seen and heard; 
and, although I mn at this moment sensible how 
much may po sihly depend on the integrity of the 
evidence I mn about to offer to your Lordship, and 
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into what difficulties I may lead His 1\'Iajesty's Go
vernment, if by exaggeration I should induce them 
to construct their remedial measures upon a false 
foundation; yet, with all this before 1ny 1nind, I have 
no hesitation whatever in declaring to your Lordship, 
that upon the loyalty of the people of Upper Canada 
his Majesty's Govm·nment may now build as upon a 
rock. I declare to your Lordship that in England 
there does not exist a n1ore sensible attn.clunent to the 
British constitution, and to the person of our Sovereign1 

than here. The owners of property in Upper Canada 
dislike democracy: they dislike it infinitely Inore 
than people in England do, because the're it is a fine 
mnne-ignotum pro-rnagnijico theory, that no 1nan un
derstands-whereas here, it is seen practically work
ing before our eyes in the United States ; and it is 
because the British population in Upper Canada see 
it in operation, that they deliberately detest it, in 
which feeling, or rather judg1nent, they are joined 
by many of the Americans themselves, who sorrow
fully foresee that Lynch law must ere long unavoid
ably treat their rights, their hard-earned property, 
and their religion, just as the cataract of Niagara 
everlastingly behaves .to the calm, giiding waters of 
Lake Erie. 

Of course there exists in Upper Canada, as in 
England, a party 'vho desire to subvert the British 
Constitution; but I can assure your Lordship that 
this party is) generally speaking, composed of people 
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who, in point of property as well as in point of 
character, have little or nothing to lose, and whose 
opposition is therefore, proportionately, not equal 
to that which exists in the mother-country. 

The opinion which so generally prevails in 
England, that a republican govermnent is better 
suited to the disposition of the Canadian people than 
the British Constitution, is an error \Yhich the simple 
fact I mn about to 1nention ought to subvert. 

Previous to the late election, I 1nade the following 
declaration, which 'vas printed anJ circulated over 
the \Vhole province :-

"The people of Upper Canada detest democracy; they 
revere their Constitutional Charter; and are, consequently, 
staunch in allegiance to their King." 

This declaration against den1ocracy was, of course, 
disapproved of by the republican n1emhers of the 
late Hou e of As e1nbly; and, consequently, nothing 
could be 1nore clearly put to the decision of the 
inhabitants of any country than 'the following 
que tion, which the people of Upper Canada actually 
asked of each other on the hustings: " Do you vote 
for the House of Assen1bly or for Sir Francis I-Iead ?" 
·which an1ounted in plain tenns to this, "Are you 
for a 'republican govm·nment, or m·e you not?" 

rrhe subject having been thus publicly sifted, 
debated, and argued for about three 1nonths, the 
verdict of the people was unequivocally delivered as 
follo1vs :-
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It discarded frmn the House of Assembly 
1. l\Ir. Speaker Bidwell, the avowed advocate of 

republican institutions. 
2. Mr. Peter Perry, the leading supporter of these 

doctrines. • 
3. l\1r. W. L. 1\i'Kenzie, the leading ·writer in 

support of these principles. 
It completely broke up the republican n1ajority, 

which, under the pretence of being redressers of 
grievances, had long insidiously, but successfully, 
obtained seats in the Assembly: in short, the result 
of the election, or in other words of the opinions o.,fthe 

people, was eventually declared to be as follows:
Nuinber of Constitutional1nembere elected 44 
Number of their Opponents - 18 
Of this latter nu1nber (18) there ·were not three 

who dared openly to avow, before their constituents, 
a desire to separate this colony from the mother
country, or to exchange its constitution for de1nocracy. 

I feel it in1possihle to take leave of the above 
recited historical fact, without ren1arking how little 
it supports l\ir. Papineau in his assertion, that 
"America is destined to give 'republics to Europe!" 

With respect to the Indians inhabiting the vast 
regions around us, I can assure your Lordship, fr01n 
personal communication with these brave men, that, 
in the event of a war, all thoRe upon whose attaclnnent 
we have a just clain1 would, at any tin1e, sacrifice 
their lives for their great father, the King, and that, 
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if it should be necessary to call upon then1, they would 
come. 

I-Iaving now stated the result of the observations I 
have personally made on the state of public feeling 
in Upper Canada, I would gladly conclude; but the 
political state of Lower Canada is so entangled with 
the interests of this Upper Province, that I feel it my 
duty respectfully to submit to your Lordship my 
opinion of the remedial measures which ought to be 
adopted, in order that His 1\fajesty's Governn1ent 
1nay take then1 into consideration, with the various 
other projects ancl recipes which 1tvill be proffered 
on the subject. 

"fhe re1nedy which I fear will be assiduously 
recmnmended by the British population of Lower 
Canada is, that the two provinces should be united, 
and placed under the government of some individual 
in whose coolness, decision, and ability they can 
rely. 

1\Iy humble but deliberate opinion of this project 
is, that it would produce the effect of separating both 
the Canadas fr01n the parent state, on the hmnely 
principle, that if tainted and fresh meat be attached 
together, both are corrupted. 

Upper Canada is now, as I have assured your 
Lordship, sound and healthy at heart. 

So long as in the United States den1ocracy dis
played only its brilliant flowe'rs, considerable danger 
existed of the 'veed being rashly transplanted into 
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this neighbouring soil; but since the poisonous pro
perties of its f 'ruit have become kno~vn to us, the 
attachment of the Upper Canadians to their British 

constitution has, fron1 deliberate conviction, gradually 
become what I have described it to be. I firmly 
believe that this good feeling will increase-that the 
disease of dmnocracy has ceased to be infectious
that we have now nothing to dread but its contagion, 
and, consequently, nothing to avoid but its actual 
contact. However, notwithstanding the good feeling 
which exists in the country, it is well known, to 
every observer of hun1an nature, that a considerable 
portion of mankind are always governed n1ore by 
prudence than by principle. In this country, as in 
all others, there 1nust, consequently, exist a large 
body of men, termed here ''majority men," frmn 
their propensity to attach themselves to the largest 

party. 
So long as Upper Canada remains by itself, I feel 

confident that, by 1nere 1noderate governn1ent, het· 
'' 1najority men" will find that pru(lence and prin
ciple unite to keep then1 on the same side; but if 
once we were to ainalgainate this province with 
Lower Canada, we should instantly infuse into the 
Hou e of General Assembly a po,verful French party, 
whose hnplacable opposition 'voulcl Le a dead or 
rather a living weight, always seeking to attach itself 
to any question whatsoever that could attract and 
decoy the "1najority 1nen ;" and I feel quite confi-
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dent, inasmuch as evil passions are alwaye 1nore alert 
than good ones, 

("For oft, though Wisdom wakes, 
Suspicion sleeps at Wisdom's gate,") 

that, sooner or later, the supporters of British insti
tutions 1voul<l find then1selves overpowered, not by 
the good sense and wealth of the country, (for they 
1vould, I believe, always be staunch to our flag,) but 
Ly the votes of designing individuals, misrepresenting 
a well-n1eaning, inoffensive people. 

But leaving political intrigue out of the question, 
I submit to your Lordship, in opposition to the project 
of uniting the Canadas, that there exists no nwral 
affinity between the inhabitants of the two pro
vinces. The one are com1nercial and enterprising, 
the other anti-commercial and quiet: the busy enjoy
Dlent of the one nation is locOinotion, the peaceful 
luxury of the other is rest. 

But even if their propensities were identical, their 
climate, soil, and geography are so different, that 
their interests would be constantly at variance. 

For instance, the Upper Province, surrounded by 
seas of fresh water, which it holds in partnership 
with the United States, requires rail-roads and 
markets, which it might be against the interests of 
the Lower Province to pr01note. 

The distance between the extreme districts being 
about 1100 n1iles, and there being no travelling by 
water for at least five 1nonths in the year, would 
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make the 1neeting of the Legislature at any point of 
cmnmon rendezvous exceedingly inconvenient. Be
sides which, the size of the two provinces united, 
would in1part to them a political 'veight, power, and 
importance, which would, I fear, encourage a sepa
ration frmn the n1other-country. In short, the 1nore I 
practically consider the project, the more clearly does 
it appear to 1ny 1nind, that both provinces would be 
mnbarrassed by their union, and that, between the 
two stools, the British Constitution would fall to the 

ground. 
Deeply impressed with this opinion, it is alanning 

to n1e to reflect how strongly t' , project will pro
bably be pressed upon the consideration of his l\Ia
jesty's Governtnent by various classes of people, each 

actuated by self-intere t ; for instance:-
1. By the British population of Lower Canalla, 

who desire to be rescued frmn the domination of the 

French. 
2. By a portion of the British in Upper Canada, 

'vhose votes have been canvassed by their corre

spondents in the Lower Province. 
3. By that unthinking portion of the coininunity, 

which here, as well as in England, is always in favour 

of novelty and change. 
4. By all those deep-calculating Republicans in 

both p1·ovinces, who sh1·ewdly fm·esee that the union 
of the two provirwes would eventually cause their 

separation from the B1·itish Empire. 
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In case his l\Iajesiy's Government, for better reasons 
than I have offered, should disapprove of the union, 
it then becomes necessary to consider how the present 
revolt in Lo,ver Canada should be dealt with. 

In my humble opinion there are but two courses 
to be adopted; nmnely, either peaceably to attmnpi 
to cure the evil, or to detern1ine forcibly to kill it. 

The only peaceful prescription for effecting a cure, 
which I can conceive, is emigration ; and it will no 
doubt be argued, that as an army of emigrants is 
cheaper than an army of soldiers, it should be our 
policy to swatnp the tnisrepresentatives of the French 
llabitans, by openi. :- upon thetu, by dint of free 
grants of land, the flood-gates which retain our 
superabundant population. 

I feel confident, however, from what I have seen 
of Upper Canada, that this theory would fail to pro
duce the desired effect: for the severity of the Quebec 
climate, compared with this, would cl1ill the efforts 
of Government to effect this rapid emigration; and, 
even if it were to be effected, the tiine that must 
elapse before the present members of the Assmnbly 
could be actually displaced would defer the remedy 
to a distance beyond our present political horizon. 
In the mean while, Upper Canada would be like a 
living body chained to a dead one: for as the two 
provinces are partners in the joint-stock revenues of 
the St. Lawrence, as well as in the navigation of the 
Ottawa, a sulkiness, or anti-commercial obstinacy, on 

K 
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the one part, 'vould amount to an actual blockade of 
the interests of the other : in short, the Upper Pro
vince ·would be driven by desperation to search for 
an outlet to the ocean, via the United States. 

T·he political disorder of Lo,ver Canada being 
(as I have endeavoured to shew) by the slow process 
of emigration inc~vrable, we are now driven to con
sider what would be the safest, the simplest, and the 
most effectual 1nethod of killing it. I do not 1nean 
by personal violence, but the cahn, legislative powers 

of the Imperial Parliament. 
It is useless at the present hour retrospectively to 

regret the uncalculating course of policy, which fr01n 
our first possession of the Canadas has not only per
Initted, but encouraged a few individuals who 1nis" 

represent the real interests of the French habitans 
of Lower Canada, (whose simplicity and amiability 
of character no one can fail to ad1nire,) to assume 
towards the British empire a tone of arrogance, and 
a posture of defiance which, considering their relative 
physical strength, and the total absence of any just 
cause for revolt, is without a parallel in colonial 

history. 
Our past policy has, however, been productive of 

one advantage, na1nely, that it n1ust no1v satisfy the 
cool judgment of the civilized world, that Great 
Britain in forbearance has borne more, and in sub
Inission has submitted to 1nore, than nrould have 
been tolerated by any other nation on the surface of 
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the globe ; and indeed, such is the scrupulous regard 
for justice, and the love of 1nercy, which is inherent 
in the British character, that I am proud to believe it 
will be with the deepest regret that the subject will even 
now be considered by the Imperial Parliament. 

Smnething·, however, n1ust be done; and although 
I trust I am as unwilling as any person can be, to 
1neddle with the Constitutional Act of 1791, yet, 
seeing the unavoidable necessity of doing so, I cannot 
but avo·w, I think it the duty of the country, if it does 
resolve to interfere, to prevent the necessity of ever 
doing so again. 

vVith the double object therefore of cure and pre
vention in view, the following is the n1anner in which 
I ·would propose that the I1nperial Parlimnent should 
deal with Lower Canada. 

I. Let the Act giving up the revenue of the 14th 
George Ill. be repealed. 

2. Annex Gaspe to New Brunswick. 
3. Annex l\1ontreal to Upper Canada. 
4. l\fake the north bank of the Ottawa the boun

dary of Lower Canada, giving the waters of the 
river, and the expenses of making them navigable to 
Upper Canada; Lmver Canada having free right to 
u e them by paying th~ same tolls as the Upper 
Province. 

By the above silnple arrangen1ent, the Canadas 
would be divided into two lots; the one Britisl1, 
tl1e other French. Upper Canada, which, without 

K2 
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any exception, contains the largest region of black rich 
earth I have ever witnessed, would then c01nprehencl 
almost all that is British in the Canadas ; and it would 
have, as its own port of entry, 1\fontreal, the wealth and 
importance of 'vhich would draw the exports as well 
as imports of the country to the St. Lawrence: 
whereas, continue to deny to Upper Canada that 
port, and every person acquainted with the country 
foresees, and has long foreseen, that its produce, pent 
up under high pressure, tnust fly off, by licit or illicit 

tneans, into the United States. 
As long as Upper Canada remained poor, and 

occupied in petty political discussions, the want of a 
free port of entry ·was n1erely a subject of constant 
c01nplaint; but whenever it shall bec01ne flushed with 
wealth, unless free circulation l)e given to its com
Jnerce, I have no hesitation in saying, I believe the 
people would revolt from any Governtnent on earth 
that should deny then1 this natural respiration. 

Convinced of this truth, I consider the opportunity 
now afforded to the Imperial Parlimnent of provid
ing against this approaching evil a n1ost fortunate 
occurrence : for if the n1isrepresentatives of Lower 
Canada had not by their late conduct shaken off 
their connexion with the British population of the 
Canadas, the latter would very shortly have found 
it necessary, without right, without justice, and for 
no other reason than for that which all over the 
world governs 1nankind, nmnely, tllei1· own interests 
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to have severed the connexion themselves. That the 
two tribes of Inen, French and English, do not assiini
late, is no nwde1·n discove1y; why, therefore, should 
we expect that a commercial partnership should suc
ceed on the St. La-vl'rence, 1vhich would not hold 
together for five minutes on the Thames ? 

My hmnble project of separating the two tribes 
is nothing more than what Nature herself did, when 
she deliberately created the British Channel. 

If it should be argued, that, by transferring 1\Ion
treal frmn the Lower to the Upper Province, 've 
should Inake the latter too strong, and the former 
too 'veak, I respectfully reply, that Upper Canada 
need not be ashamed to acknowledge that, single
handed, she can never be made strong enough to 
stand against the United States by land ; nor, with 
her solitary port on the St. Lawrence, could she ever 
attempt to contend against Great Britain by sea. 
vVith one of these powers she must consequently 
exist in alliance; and leaving consanguinity out of the 
question, there can be no doubt in the mind of any 
n1an who is acquainted with the inhabitants of Upper 
Canada, that they are deliberately of opinion that 
they hold at this moment a higher and 1nore inde
pendent station, as a colony of their own revered 
n1other-country, the British Empire, than they would 
hold if they were permitted to be styled one of the 
supernun1erary stars of the United States. 

"\Ve have therefore nothing to dread from the r.1ze 
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or fro1n the prosperity of Upper Canada, and with 
respect to the division proposed 1naking the Lower 
Province too small-if it be true, and surely no one 
can deny it, that the French are not the same sort of 
restless, com1nercial people as ourselves-that w·e 
made a grand 1nistake in legalizing their language
that their habits, wants, and religion, however they 
1nay be deserving of our respect, never ·will assimi
late with our own ; it may be fairly asked, ·what har1n 
shall we do ourselves, or what injustice shall we do 
to them, by saying, " Gentlemen, your representatives 
have failed to support the Executive out of the reve
nues we surrendered to you, on condition you should 
do so : we have, therefore, repealed that Act, the 
provisions of ,vhich you yourselves have n1ost delibe

rately broken. 
" You profess not to like your connexion with 

Great Britain, under whose mild, parental protection 
you have amassed all your ·wealth: we have, there
fore, detached you as much as possible fr01n British 
Interest, nevertheless, for the sake of those who have 
already emigrated, as well as for those w·ho have a 
right still to emigrate from their 1nother-country to 
the British colony you inhabit, we shall insist on re
taining within that portion of the empire the British 

Constitution. 
" You have, therefore, your 01vn Legislative 

Council, your own representatives in the House of 
Asse1nbly; and with these advantages, which you 1nay 
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either use or abuse, 1ve now leave you to act as you 
may think best for the interest of the noble country 
you inhabit." 

If Lower Canada, under these altered circuin
stances ofits own seeking, should choose to be c01n
n1ercial and loyal, it would soon reap the inesthnable 
advantage of its connexion with our e1npire: if, on 
the contrary, it should prefer to be di loyal and anti
cOinmercial, it would injure no one but itself, for it 
could not possibly be an independent nation, neither 
could it hope to join the Upper Canadians, for they 
would say, "No, Gentlemen, we have already tried 
a. connexion ·with you, you did not suit us, you would 
not work 1vith us, you publicly declared you did not 
like us, your representatives refused to 1neet for legis
la~ion, until our British Constitution was changed for 
elective institutions : we have at last got a port of 
our own, we are busy opening the navigation of the 
Ottawa and the St. Lawrence, and we are satisfied." 

Lastly, It could not join the United States, 
I st, On account of its distance ; 
2nd, Because, by the comnwn law <>f nations, 

Great Britain and Upper Canada would object to any 
foreign power occupying a posi~ion of our mnpire 
which connnands the entrance of one of the noble t 

of its rivers. 
I am a'vare that in the eastern township of Lower 

Canada, as well as at Quebec, there exist son1e British 
inhabitants, who, if they were to hear of the pro11osed 
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annexation of lVIontreal to the Upper Province, n1ight, 
at first, with smne reason, fancy themselves peculiarly 

neglected, by being thus apparently placed even 1nore 
than ever under the dmnination of the French; but I 
think a little reflection would satisfy the1n, that as it is 

impot:J·sible for then1, as they are at present, ever to be
long to the F1·ench maJority, the nwre the power of 
that majority be crippled, the less will they have to 

fear frmn its domination. 
With respect to Upper Canada, I have already 

stated that, with the assistance of Montreal, the navi
gation of its two great rivers would iin1nediately be 

perfected. 
Enjoying independently its own port of entry, and 

public confidence being restored, the province would 
becon1e rapidly rich from the redundant capital, enter
prise, and population of the mother·-country, and its com
merce being attracted by the wealth and intelligence 
of l\1ontreal, would travel on our own noble rivers the 
St. Lawrence and the Ottawa, instead of being forced 
upon canals and rail-roads in the United States, 
which, in case of ·war, it would suddenly be deprived 
of. The loyal colony of New Brunswick would also 
be benefited by the arrangen1ent, and I believe that the 
just lesson would produce a salutary moral through
out all our colonies. 

In the above outline of the advantages which would 
attend the division of the Canadas as I have proposed, 
I have said nothing of the imn1euse value of these 
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provinces to Great Britain, because I feel that suu-
ject i too vast to be described. I will, therefore, only 
observe that Upper Canada alone is capable of re
ceiving the whole agricultural population of England 
and Wales-that its comn1erce is a n1arket for our 
own n1anufactures, and a nursery for ou1· seamen, in
iJ·tead of for those of otller powers. 

If the Imperial Parliament will now deal with 
Lower Canada ·with firmness and decision, there is 
nothing whatever to fear-if it vacillates, all is gone. 

F. B. I-fEAD. 
l\Iy memorandu1n on the state of the Indians of 

A1nerica will be found in Appendix A. 

(Private.) 

l\{y LORD, 

Toronto, '28tlt Oct. 1836. 

It is an old 1naxim in the army, that any project 
of apparent difficulty, or danger, hould always be 
acc01npanied by an offer fr01n the proposer to carry 
it into effect llirnlJ·elf. 

•The memorandun1 I have the honour to submit 
tl1is day to your Lordship contains a proposition of 
this nature, and I should have no hesitation in de
claring to your Lordship that I would pledge n1y 
character to carry either half of what I recOinmendecl 
into effect: I 1nean, that I would undertake either to 
advance the interest of the Upper Province in the 
way I have proposed, or by caution, forbearance, and 
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firmness to tranquillize the Lmver Province*, notwith
standing the operation I have recommended it should 
undergo ;t but, frorn the treatinent I am receiving, I 
feel that my services are not appreciated, and will 

not long be in action. 
I have, &c. 

F. B. fiEAD. 
The Lord Glenelg, &c. &c. &c. 

To those who may have conceived that I have in
temperately abandoned tny post, I beg to observe, 
that I remained at it nearly eighteen months after 
the above despatch was written. 

Toronto, Uppm· Canada, 7th Nov. 1836. 
l\'lv LoRD, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your Lordship's despatches (No. 73 and 95), of the 
importance of which I am deeply sensible; but as the 
Legislature assembles to-InOlTO\V, I trust your Lord-
hip will excuse me, if I reply to these coinnluni

cations in as few words as possible. 
The flattering 1nanner in which your Lordship has 

been pleased to convey to me the King's gracious 
approbation of 1ny conduct has afforded 1ne the first 

*After it had been reduced. 
t Although I offered to carry either of these two measures into 

effect, yet I can truly say that nothing in this world would have in
duced me to have assumed the impracticable duty of contending 
with an amalgamation of the Houses of Assembly of the two Pro· 
vinces. 
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happy moment I have enjoyed since my arrival in 
this province. 

The future so c01npletely occupies 1ny attention) 
that it is with reluctance I 'turn to the consideration 
of the past; but your Lordship see1ns to wish that I 
should frankly explain myself respecting my political 
opinions, and I will therefore lay the~n before you 
without reserve. 

Up to the receipt of your Lordship's despatch (No. 
95), I have suffered, from the treatment I have re
ceived from his Majesty's Govern1nent, 1nore pain 
thani t would be possible for llle to describe. 

On the 29th of February abnost every mmnber in 
the House of Asse~nbly, with a n1ajority of the Le
gislative Council, recommended to your Lordship that 
an individual should be appointed to the hnportant 
station of Surveyor-General of this province, in 
opposition to an appointment which I had n1ade. In 
resisting this aggression, I had no interest but that of 
the public service, and I undertook a heavy responsi
bility in standing against a recom1nendation appa
rently so respectable. 

Your Lordship 1nust have received this conununi
cation about the end of April, and though n1y argu
ments and reasoning appeared to you satisfactory, aud 
though eventually you approved of n1y comluct, yet it 
was not until the 27th of Septmnber that I was relieved 
frmn the painful belief which generally existed here, 
that the 1neasure I had taken was discountenanced 
by his 1\Iajesty's Government. 
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On the 4th of 1\farch I received fr01n the Execu
tive Council a document, ferociously supported by 
the House of Assembly, which I iinmediately trans
Initted to your Lordship, with my'answer, which your 
Lordship ·was pleased eventually to notice in the 
following terms :-

"From the construction thus given to the Act of 1791 I 
must altogether dissent, nor do I know that it would be pos
sible to refute it in terms more complete and satisfactory 
than those employed in your answer of the 5th of March." 

The above support, however, I did not receive fr01n 
your Lordship until the 27th of Septen1ber, during 
which time I was engaged single-handed in one of 
the severest 1noral contests on record in the Colonial
Office. Your Lordship's silence was construed, not 
only by 1ny enernies but by everybody, even by n1y 
own Executive Council, as the marked disapprobatioc 
of his l\1ajesty's Governn1ent, and it bore me almost 
to the ground. 

By 1ny own unassisted exertions, I received ad
dresses of support fr01n about 28,000 yeomen, farm
ers, &c., all of which I forwarded to your Lordship, 
but to which, to this day, I have never received the 
slightest acknowledgn1ent fron1 his l\1ajesty's Go
vernment, addressed to those who thus generously 
cmne forward to support 1ne. 

Whenever a Inail arrived, I was asked, with the 
greatest anxiety, what remarks the British Govern
ment had 1nade to these noble addresses ; the morti
fying answer I had to give was (c None.'' 
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'rhe speech I delivered to the Legislature at the 
close of the last session has, in this province, as well 
as in the United States, been noticed in a manner 
strongly supporting me, as the ad1ninistrator of the 
Government. Upwards of 100)000 copies of it have 
been distributed. 

The greatest curiosity naturally existed in this 
little cmn1nunity to know what notice IIis 1\tiajesty's 
Governinent had taken of this speech ; I had again 
to reply "None." 

When I eventually gained a victory, which I hope 
I do not overrate when I say that it has saved 
the Canadas, weeks and weeks elapsed without the 
slightest acknowledgment, or even n1ention of it, by 
his ~1ajesty's Government, the effect of which cor
roborated the general belief that I was acting against 
the policy of his l\1ajesty's Govermnent, and that I 
should eventually be recalled. 

During this period of painful suspense, 1ny family 
were in the greatest e1nbarrassment and anxiety; and 
though certain points of1ny conduct were approved of 
by your Lordship, yet other minute points were visited 
with observations which I never expected to receive. 
For instance, I was told that by having given to the 
Legislature the whole, instead of the substance of n1y 
instructions, I had "disregarded the express injunc .. 
tions of the King;" that I had" avowed in the most 
public manner, that~ in thus divulging the precise 
tenus of my instructions, I was acting in opposition 
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to his lVIajesty's orders," and that '' I had thereby 
contributed a little to impugn the respect due to the 

royal authority." 
Again, in your Lordship's despatch (No. 73), in 

spite ofthe triu1nph I had gained, I was slightly re
proved for having accepted the resignation of 1\Iessrs. 
Rolph, Baldwin, and --, and your Lordship with
held your approbation frmn what 'vas stated to be 
" my recon1mendation, that l\fr. -- should be re
moved from the office of--------:" whereas, 
if your Lordship will be so good as to refer to 1ny 
despatch on the subject, it will appear that I never 
recommended that gentleman's removal ; on the 
contrary, that I earnestly requested your Lordship 
not to ren1ove him, until I found hi1n associated with 
Mr. Papineau and 1\Ir. Bidwell, when I 1nerely 
retracted the above recomn1endation, leaving it en
tirely to your Lordship to deal with hhn as you 1night 
think proper. 

l\Iy Lord, I could continue these observations fur
ther, and could shew you the mischievous political 
effect they produced in the Canadas, as well as in 
.England, of causing everybody to believe that I was 
discountenanced by his 1\'Iaj esty' s Govenunent, to 
'vhose interests, honour, and policy I had never been 
faithless for a n1mnent. But I will say no 1nore on 
the subject; I dis1niss it fron1 my 1nind and from my 
1nen1ory, and have only 1nade the above explanation 
as an a1)ology, rather than as a reason, for a fe,v in-
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temperate sentences ·which in my despatches to your 
Lordship I regret that I have expressed. 

I will now proceed to reply to the latter paragraph 
in your Lordship's despatch No. 95, which states, 
that a '' zealous and cordial co-operation on 1ny part, 
in prosecution of the system of policy thus solemnly 
announced, is the condition upon which the adnli
nistration of the province can be continued in n1y: 
hands." 

The above observation of your Lordship is so plain 
and unequivocal, that, if it stood isolated, I should 
receive it with respectful silence; but, as it appears 
to be connected, in a slight degree, with the baronet· 
age ·which your Lordship announces to me it is his 
l\Iajesty's intention to confer upon 1ne, I feel the 
strongest possible anxiety to explain myself n1ost 
clearly on the subject, before the gracious intention 
of his l\fajesty can possibly be carried into effect. 

With respect to the instructions I have had the 
honour to receive fron1 your Lordship, I have no 
hesitation in saying, that, when I read them in Eng
land, they appeared to 1ne to be everything I could 
desire. 

They have formed the text of all the replies I have 
1nade to the various addresses I have received, and I 
have invariably referred to then1 as a proof that I was 
ordered by your Lordship " to n1aintain the happy 
constitution of this province inviolate, yet cautiously, 
but effectually, to correct all real gt:ievances. '' The 
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victory l gained over the Republicans I attributed 
(vide 1ny despatch No. 56), not to my own exertions, 

but to your Lordship's instructions. 
With respect, however, to that part of Lord Gos· 

ford's instructions 'vhich relate to the giving up the 
hereditary and territorial revenues of the Crown, I 
never understood, or indeed reflected upon, that sub
ject, until, by our victory here, it beca1ne evident, to 
my humble judgment, that it was neither necessary 

nor advisable to do so. 
In n1y despatch No. 60, I therefore explained, 

with the frankness with which I have always ven
tured to address your Lordship, the reasons of my 
earnest recmnmendations that they should be with
held. I respectfully adhere to the opinion I have 
expressed; and I have no hesitation whatever in 
saying, that, if the subject were open to your Lord
ship's revision, I should feel it n1y duty to tender my 
resignation, rather than be the instrmnent of doing 
what I conscientiously believe is ilnpolitic. 

But your Lordship informs me, that the l{ing's 
word is pledged to the perforn1ance of this arrange
Jnent; and it being therefore irrevocable, it is useless 
for 1ne to say any 1nore on the subject. 

If it were open to argument, I do yet believe I 
could bring conviction to your Lordship's n1ind, that 
Lower Canada having refused to serve any longer 
under the British Constitution, has virtually absolved 
his 1\'Iajesty fr01n any previous offers of acconunoda-
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tion he 111ay graciously have n1ade. I look upon the 
territorial revenues of the Crown as our last cable · 

' that when it goes) we shall be on a lee-shore, and, at 
the next tempest, be driven on the rocks. As the 
pilot in charge of you1· vessel, I warn your Lordship 
of the danger, and if it be necessary that I should 
abandon 1ny opinion, or the reward which is intended 
for n1e, I have no hesitation in at once renouncing 
the latter, for every hour of reflection makes me cling 
firmer and finner to the fonner. 

I have now, as regards my instructions, opened n1y 
1nind to your Lordship, without concealment or 
reserve; and it only reinains for Ine to be equally 
explicit, as regards 1ny own private policy, or, in 
other words, the 1nanner in which I shall continue to 
carry my instructions into effect. 

In this I have no alteration to propose. In a 1noral 
contest it never enters into my head to count the 
number of my enemies. All that guides me is a de
termination to do what is right. I will never shrink 
from responsibility, and will endeavour nevm· to con
ciliate nor offend. 

The In ore I mn trusted, the n1ore cautious I shalJ 
be-the heavier I mn laden, the steadier I shall sail; 
but I respectfully claim the 1nilitary privilege of 
fighting my O'Wn battles in my own way, and of retiring 
fron1 your Lordship's service whenever I may find it 
advisable to do so. 

I will not apologise for having explained myself so 

L 
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clearly, because I a1n sure your Lordship will feel 

for me ho'v absolutely necessary it is that I should 
not receive the baronetage which I a1n informed is 

graciously to be conferred upon me, with the slightest 

possibility of a 1nisunderstanding on the subject. 
I have, &c. 

F. n. HEAD. 

The Lord Glenelg, &c. &c. &c. 

No. 89. 

1\'Iv LoRD, Toronto, 6th Nov. 1836. 

I have the honour to acknowledg~ the receipt of 
your Lordship's despatches, Nos. 75, 76, 77, and 80, 
in which I a1n informed that certain letters respecting 
1ny conduct have been addressed to your Lordship by 
the following persons ;-l\fessieurs Marshall Spring 
Bidwell, Robert '\Villiam Baldwin, John Rolph, T. 

D. l\forrison. 
I have also the honour to acknowledge the receipt 

of your Lordship's despatch No. 95, enclosing a copy 
of a petition addressed by l\fr. Charles Dunc01nbe, a 
member of the House of Assembly of this province, to 
the House of Commons, and presented to the smne 
by l\fr. Joseph Hume. 

On the receipt of the above-na1ned despatcl1es, 
Nos. 75, 76, 77, I imn1ediately communicated to 
l\1essrs. Bid well, Rolph and 1\Iorrison, a copy of 

your Lordship's request, namely, " that I \Vould call 
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on each of these gentlemen respectively for a copy of 

his letter to your Lordship, in order that I might Le 

able to supply your Lordship ·with any observations 
on it which I n1ight consider it to require." 

The copies of his replies, which I herewith enclose, 

·wi1l explain to your Lordship that 1\Ir. 1\f. S. Bichvell 

declines to furnish n1e with a copy of his letter to your 

Lordship, urging, as his reason, " that it contained a 

narrative of what had taken place between his Excel

]ency and himself, particularly relative to his Excel

lency's proposition to appoint him a judge of the Court 
of King's Bench." 

And 1\Ir. Bid well further adds, 

"This private letter to the di tinguished nobleman 

·whose name I have n1entioned I do not now choose, 

e pecially as I have no longer auy connexion with 

public life, to convert into a public and official cmn
lnunication, by transn1itting to you a copy of it." 

It ·will no doubt appear strange to his 1\fajesty's 

Govern1nent that 1\fr. Bidwell, after transnlitting to 

your Lordship statements concerning n1y conduct, 

should, when called upon by your Lordship to avow 

the1n, dee1n it advisable to withhold thmn fron1 n1e 

in this country on no better grounds than that they 

n1erely '' contai~ed a narrative of wl1at had taken 

place between the Lieutenant-Governor aud himself." 

It will no doubt appear equally inexplicable to your 
Lordship how 1\Ir. Bid well could hope, for a nwment, 

L2 
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that a British 1ninister * would allow him, or any per
son, to forward, unuer the protection of privacy, se· 

cret communications respecting the conduct of the 

Lieutenant-Governor of this province. 
However, as IVIr. Bidwell shields hi1nself under 

this plea of privacy, it only remains for 1ne to observe, 
that I have it not in 1ny power to offer to your Lord~ 
ship any observations on the subject of his conununi

cation. 
As regards l\Ir .• John Rolph 'f, whmn your Lord

ship is so good as to inform 1ne has also" c01nmented 
at considerable length on 1ny conduct," I have to in
fonn your Lordship, that, to the letter from n1y secre
tary, enclosed herewith, in which I called upon hin1, 

by your Lordship's desire, for a copy of his letter, 
J.\IIr. Rolph replied, by merely acknowledging its re
ceipt; that, after an interval of five weeks, being 
again pressed by 1ny secretary for a specific ans·wer, 

he replied as follows:-
(COPY.) 

SIR, Toronto, 5th Nov. 
I have tl1e honour to acknowledge your letter of 

the 21st of October, recalling my attention to the let

ter of the 28th of October. 

* The reader has to learn, that, in spite of this despatch, the Co
lonial Office desired me to raise this man to the Bench! He has 
since the rebellion voluntarily transported himself, and engaged 
never to return to Upper Canada. 

'I' Since absconded, and is now an outlawed traitor. 
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The sickness in 1ny family has abated, and I hope 
shortly to be able to furnish the Lieutenant-Governor 
with a copy of my letter to Lord Glenelg. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JoHN RoLPH. 
T. Joseph, Esq., &c. &c. &c. 

As regards 1\Ir. John Rolph's con1n1ents on n1y 
conduct, I have therefore also to state, that, not having 
obtained fron1 hi1n the inforn1ation I required, it is 

out of my power to offer to your Lordship any reply 
to his allegations. 

1\lr. T. D. l\Iorrison *, in his letter dated 29th of 
April, 1836, " imputes to me a 1nisquotation fr01n the 
Report of the Committee of 1835 on Public Grievances, 
in my speech at the close of last session." To this 
accusation I consider it unnecessary to re1)ly, as it 
1nerely mnounts to .this-that, in my speech fr01n the 
Throne, I quoted, as fr01n the Grievance Report, a 
sentence which actually belonged to its AppendiJ}. 

vVith respect to 1\Ir. Rohert Baldwin's COininuni
cation, dated 26th July, 1836, in ·which he encloses to 
your Lordship a Toronto newspaper, inforn1s your 
Lordship of the contents of private letters he has re
ceived, and transmits to your Lordship a list of cer
tain tunes 'vhich he has been informed have been played 
at public dinners in Upper Canada, I have no observa
tions to make on such subjects, except that I believe 

* Since tried for treason, and has since)eft the province. 
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that 1\Ir.l\I. s.· Bid well, 1\Ir. John Rolph, 1\Ir. T. D. 
l\Iorrison, 1\'lr. R. Baldwin, and 1\Ir. C. Duncombe, 
\Vould be the very first to complain were I to under
take to curb in this province the freedon1 of the 
press, or to stifle the tunes of which l\'lr. Robert 

Baldwin has so gravely complained. 
'Vith respect to my expression, " let them come if 

they dare,'' your Lordship has only to read 1\ir. 
Papincau's letter to perceive that this sentence 'vas 
nwst clearly levelled at the invitation ,vhich the 
Speaker of the !-louse of Asseinbly of Lower 
Canada nw.de to this province as well as the other 
British .r Torth American Colonies to unite for an ob

ject that could not be n1isunderstood. 
The An1ericans had no 1nore to do with the subject 

than the Chinese, and of this fact, every inhabitant 
of the Canadas 1night be sensible ; but n1y defiance 
'vas more than ,vas expected, and it was therefore 
deemed safer to n1isinterpret it than to meet it. 

I certaiuly appears to 1ne not very creditable to 
those 'vhose accusations I have just replied to, that 
after having so loudly and repeatedly complained of 
the a hun1iliating and mortifying " inconvenience of 
seeking for justice 4000 miles off, they should centri
fugally write and hurry across the Atlantic, to cOin
plain of the honest verdict which has been delibe
rately pronounced against the~n, not by 1ne, but by 
the inhabitants of their own province. 

If your Lordship however will be good enough to 
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continue invariably to furnish 1ne with a copy of the 
accusations they secretly write against 1ne, this un ... 
British practice 'vill very shortly be discontinued. 

I have, &c. 

F. B. HEAD. 
The Lord Glenelg, &c. &c. &c. 

P.S. It is my intention to forward a copy of 1\Ir. 
Charles DuncOinbe's petition to the !-louse of COJn ... 
n1ons to the House of Assmnbly, as I conceive that 
tribunal to be the proper one for inquiry into the 
allegations it contains. 

P.S. Nov. 27. I have purposely detained this de 
spatch three 'veeks but no reply fron1 D1·. Rolph has 
been received, 

l\fy LoRD, 

No. 100. 

Toronto, Upper Canada, 
14th December, 1836. 

I have the honour to inform your Lordship that 
having proceeded in state to the Legislative Council 
Cha1nber to give assent to a bill, the Speaker of the 
House of Assembly addressed Ine fr01n the bar of the 
House of Assmnbly as follows:-

" l\fay it please your Excellency, 

"'Ve, his l\fajesty's faithful subjects the COJn ... 
1nons of Upper Canada, recognising the duty which 
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we o've to our Sovereign and the loyal people whom 
we represent, and sensible that it is the anxious de
sire of your Excellency to accede to all our reasonable 
expectations, and to afford us every aid in removing 
all well-founded complaints, beg leave to present to 
your Excellency for the royal assent, a bill which has 
passed both houses of the legislature, to provide for 

the support of the civil govennnent for the current 
year, and trust that the evils occasioned by withhold
iug the supplies during the last session n1ay thus be 

effectually rernoved.'' 
I have, &c, 

F. B. HEAD. 

The Lord Glenelg, &c. &c. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

History of the Downfall of His Excellency Lieutenant-General Sir 
Archibald Camp bell, Bart., Lieutenant-Governor of New Bruns
wick-Its Political Effect upon me-Receive Intelligence that His 
Majesty's Government had assented to the Road Bills of the Old 
Assembly, which I had reserved-Earnestly remonstrate against 
Concessions to Democracy-Gratifying Result of the Metropolitan 
Elections-Commuted Pensioners-The Su.;;pension of Cash Pay
ments throughout the United States-The Legislature is convened 
-Despatch to the Colonial Office explainingthe Insecurity to Pro
perty of Republican Institutions-Violent Struggle in the House 
of Assembly. 

ALTHOUGH in 1ny despatches to his l\fajesty's Govern
Inent I could scarcely avoid, almost in self-defence, 
egotistically claiming for the Executive Governn1ent 
credit for the apparent result of its measures, yet I 
should do injustice to the people of Upper Canada 
were I now to deny to them the sole honour of a n1oral 
victory obtained by their fervent loyalty as well as 
by their deliberate attaclnnent to our happy institu
tions. 

Not only did their free, unbiassed verdict produce 
1nost beneficial results throughout the whole of the 
North Anwrican Colonies which with the utmost 
anxiety had been watching in Upper Canada the con
flict between principles by which they themselves had 
been equally disturbed, but far above all did it offer 
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a morale of inestimable value to the mother-country 
itself: for surely it is impossible for any n1an to deny 

that, previous to the struggle in Upper Canada, there 
existed mnong all parties in England an i1npression, 
beyond the power of argun1ent to efface, that demo
cracy not only was indigenous to the soil of America, 
but that no other forn1 of government could be n1ade 

to flourish there. 
But although every person acquainted with hun1an 

nature knows how j1npossible it is at once to eradi

cate any firn1ly-rooted error, (for though you cut 
down the tree in An1erica it requires ten or twelve 
years before the stu1nps rot,) yet the incontrovertible 
fact that the people of Upper Canada, when formally, 
appealed to at a general election, had deliberately, 
en1phatically, and unequivocally declared then1selves 
in favour ofmonarclticalinstitutions, 'vas a staggering 
blow to the popular error in the 1nother-c.ountry, 
'vhich it 'vas highly desirable to repeat before it 
could recover fron1 it. 

Never, therefore, had the British Governn1ent a 
nobler opportunity of forcing conviction on the 
public mind, and of calling upon it to surrender its 
1n-ejudices and Inisconceptions. 

Aware of all the facts which had occurred, surely 
it 'vas the bounden duty of the Government to have 
n1agnanilnously led the two Houses of the In1perial 
Parlian1ent forward to refonnJ by frankly telling 
then1 to reforn1 the1nselves, and, instead of 1nutilating, 
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to appreciate the blessings of tiine-tried institutione, 
which the inhabitants of Upper Canada had proved 
to possess the sa1ne intrinsic value on the continent 
of A1nericaJ a they had possessed in the old country 
in its noblest days. 

Far, however, from adopting this course, his 1\'fajes ... 
ty's Govenunent, just as if they had been nwrtified 
at the triu~11ph which had been gained, and just as 
if they had detennined that its salutary con equences 
ought iinmediately to be arrested, planned a Inea
sure which I humbly think to future ages 'vill-appear 
not only incomprehensible, but incredible ! 

It was of course utterly impossible for his 1\Iajesty's 
Government to order nte to abandon the principle 
which before the ·whole continent of North America 
I had successfully maintained, namely, '' that the 
Executive Council is not responsible to the people." 

1. Because, as Lieutenant-Governor of the pro
vince, I had been supported in that principle by the 
voice of the people at the general election. 

2. Because the Legislative Council had supported 
the sa1ne principle. 

3. Because the House of Assembly, shortly after 
they had been elected, had adopted by a trium
phant majority the following opinion (date 22nd Feb. 
1836) of their Comn1ittee :-

"The question regarding the Executive Council it is 
perhaps unnecessary to discuss. Never was the public 
opinion mote clearly, more emphatically expressed than on 
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that very subject, at the late general election. A large 

majority of your Honourable House \Yas, as your Commit

tee firmly believe, returned as advocating rrinciples and 

opinions diametrically opposed to those contained in this 

second resolution." [This second Tesol'ution ~f the House 

of Assembly in Lower Canada was to 1·endeT the Execu

tive Council of this p1·ovince directly 1·esponsible to the 

1·ep1·esentatives ~f the people,'' &c.] 
cc Your Committee, however, cannot let pass the oppor

tunity of expressing their opinion, that the Governor, Lieu

tenant-Governor, or person administering the gover1m1ent 

of this province, is in trusted with the exercise of the royal 

prerogative within the same, and that he, and not the Exe

cutive Council, is constitutionally 1·esponsible, as well to the 

Sovereign as to the people of this province, for the impar

tial and upright performance of the duties of his office; a 

responsibility essential to the preservation of the rights and 

liberties of his Majesty's subjects in Upper Canada, and 
which it is the important duty of their representatives to 

maintain and enforce, and not to suffer that responsi

bility, so far as depends on them, to be weakened or de

stroyed, by transferring the whole or any portion of it to 

other parties; and that any attempt to transfer to the Exe

cutiye Council this responsibility, and, as a necessary conse

quencE', the power and patronage vested by law in the pel·
son administering the government, is in derogation of the 

constitutional charter, and would be dangerous to the liber

ties of the people, injurious to the stability of our social and 

political institutions, and utterly de tructive of the ties 
which attach this colony to the British empire.'' 

As it appears from the foregoing extracts how firmly 
the Legislature and inhabitants of Upper Canada stood 
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combined together heart and l1and to re. if-it the rcpul;
licau principle of Inal·iug the Executive Council 

" 'l'ellponsible to the people," it was with regret I re

ceived from the Colonial Office a despatch dated 

25th July, 1836, in which after smne highly compli
nleutary sentenc~s, it "\vas ominously observed, " His 
lJiajell·ty' s Gouenvneut look to no i'l'ansient 'J'esultlJ· m· 
tempo'J'a'J'y t1·iwnplls !" 

That the results of the contest in which we had 

beeu engaged would not Le '' transient," or its 

'' triumph temporary'', were, at the time this despatch 
was ·written, as clear to every loyal subject in ou1~ 
North American Colonies as they have since been 

proved by the repeated repulses which the Americau 

people lmve Inet with wherever they have unjustifiably 
attempted to invade the Canadas for the purpose of 
forcing upon us their loathsome institutions. Still 
it was evident to me fi·o1n the senteuce above quoted 

-fro1n the non-publication in England of my de

spatches announcing the n1oral victory that had Leen 

gained-and from the remarkable Ininisterial silence 

that had prevailed on the subject in both I-Iouses of 

Parliament, that the Colonial Oflice was but little 
dispo ed to change its policy. I owu, however, I 
was not prepared for the astonishing coun;;e ·which 
I will endeavour as shortly as possible to relate. 

A if determined to fulfil its own prophecy by 
proving that in Upper Canada the "triumph" gained 
\Vould Le ''temporary," and the results "trausieut,"' 
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the Colonial Office, on the 30th September, 1836, 
addressed to n1e a despatch, 'vhich, after asserting a 
n1ost melancholy axiom, na1nely, that " it is vain 
to suppose that any concession can be made to the 
General Asse1nbly of any one of the North An1erican 
provinces and withheld from the rest," enclosed to 
1ne copies of despatches and instructions to his Ex
cellency Lieutenant- General Sir Archibald Camp
bell, Lieut.-Governor of New Brunswick, to which he 
'vas ordered to give general publicity, and which I was 
desired to consider, as far as they could be applied 
to Upper Canada, " as addressed to 1nyself." The 
despatch then proceeded to say, "It has appeared 
to 1ne (the Secretary of State) that it would be very 
desirable to accelerate the meeting of the Legislature 
of Ne·w Brunswick, in order that the nature of the 
proposed arrange1nents in that province 1night be well 
understood in both the Canadas and in Nova Scotia, 
before the opening of the regular session of the 
General Assemblies in those provinces. 
It is further 1ny wish, that the 1neeting of the 
Upper Canada Assen1bly though postponed for so1ne 
weeks after that of N e\v Brunswick, should pre
cede, by an equal period, the meeting of the Lower 
Province." 

As the whole of the despatches to Sir Archibald 
Cmnpbell have been published throughout every 
province in North Atnerica, I need hardly say, that 
the " proposed arrange1nents" \vhich ,vere thus 
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ordered to be effected, contained not only directions 
for the surrender of the ea ·ual an cl territorial revenues 
against Yrhich I had so lnunhly Lut so strongly re
nlonstrated, but the following order to Sir Archibald 
Campbell :-" In nulking your selection (for seats in 
his l\fajesty's Executive Council) you 'vill not confine 
yourself to a single class or description of persons, 
but will endeavour to ensure the presence in the 
Council of gentlen1en representing tlze various in
te1·ests which exist in the province, and possessing at 
the same time THE CONFIDENCE OF THE PEOPLE AT 

LARGE!'' 

By this 1nost extraordinary and complicated 
arrangen1ent, the triumph which the loyal inhabitants 
of our North An1erican Colonies had gained over the · 
demands of the Republicans 1ras not only proved to be 
'' ten1porary,'' hut was completely de~·troyed. 

Instead of allowing the Legislature of Upper Ca
nada to continue to lead the "\Yay towards real refonn 
by the 1nerciless eradication of Republican principles, 
it was not only ordered to the rear, but as it were 
confined there in irons by the Colonial Office until 
the Lieutenant-Governor of New Brunswick could as
smnble the Legislature of that province, publicly to 
surrender to them, among other concessions, the very 
point which, before tl1e whole continent, the Upper 
Canadian Legislature had successfully defended from 
the Republicans : for I sub1nit to the intelligeuce of 
the civilised world, that this decision of the Colonial 
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Office respecting the Executive Council, when 

divested of the dipl01natic language in which it was 
couched was a direct surrender of the question in 
dispute. I ask, first, whether it ·was constitutional to 
order that the Governor's Executive Council should 
be 1nade " to 'tep1'esent the various intm·ests" which 
were already represented in the I-Iouse of Assembly; 
and secondly, whether there is any difference between 
the Colonial Office ordering the Executive Council 

" to po~·se~·s the confidence of the people at large," 

and the republican de1nand which the people of Upper 
Canada had resisted, namely, " that the Executive 

Council 1nust be 'responsible to the people?" 
But perhaps, after all, the 1nost astonishing fact in 

the whole of this proceeding is, that not only these 
concessions) but various others, which were ordered 
to be prmnulgated by Sir Archibald Campbell 
throughout the whole of our North A1nerican colonies, 

appear to have been arranged in the Colonial Office 
by 1\Iessrs. Crane and "\Vihnot, two deputies fron1 

the House of Assembly of New Bnmswick! 
\Vithout 1neaning, in any degree, to con1pare these 

two 1nost respectable gentlCinen with l\'Ir. l\i'l(enzie 
still one would have thought that the fatal experience 

'vhich the Colonial Office had so dearly purchased by 
listening to the latter individual would have proved 
the ilnpropriety of the principle of legislating on ex 

pa1·te staten1ents, proceeding either frmn the people or 
fron1 the representatives of the people, without refer-
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ring them to the Lieutenant-Governor, Executh·e 
Council, and Legislati\'e Council of the colony! 'rhe 
following extracts, however, of the despatches alluded 

to frmn the Colonial Office to Sir Archibald Camp hell, 

clearly show, not only that the old syste~n continued, 
but that 'L'ires acqzti.~·ive1'at eundu. 

Extract of a despatch to Sir A. Campbell, dated 
Downing-Street, 31 t Aug. 1836, and published in 

New Brunswick:-" I have also Leen in cmnmuni

cation with these gentlemen (1\Iessrs. Crane and 'Vil
Inot), as well on the 1natters to which the address ad
-rerts, as on others connected with the colony.'' 

A second despatch to Sir A. Campbell, dated 
5th Sept. 1836, encloses-

"Copies of the COITe3ponclence which had passed on the 

subject of that. addre s, and on other matters of a p11blic 

naturE'! between this department and Me~srs. Crane and 

\Yilmot, the gentlemen deputed by the I-Iouse of A sembly 

to represent tltem in tllis countTy. Having communicated 

to nlcssrs. Crane ami \Vilmot tlze drc~ft ~~ my despatch of 

the 31st ultimo, I have recei\·ed from them the enclosed 

observations upon it. I have also had with them personal 

communication on the subject. I now proceed to inform 

you in ·what respects his Majesty has, in consequence, been 

pleased to direct that the instructions contained in my de

spatch of the 31st ultimo shall be altered or modified. 

cc The first alteration propo5ccl by ~lessrs. Crane and 

'\-Vilmot is, that the Executive Council could, in compliance 

u·ith the 1cislles ~/the Assembly, be at once enlarged, with

out waiting for the further deliberation contemplated in my 

1\I 
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despatch of the 31st ultimo. On this point, his Majesty, 

after due consideration of the arguments urged by the 

House of Assembly, and of the representations of :Messrs. 

Crane and vVilmot, is prepared to adopt the necessary steps 

for meeting the wisl~es of the Assembly." 

It appears that these concessions to one branch 
only of the Legislature produced the natural effect 
of increasing, rather than of s~tiating, the voracious 
appetite of 1\'Iessrs. Crane and 'Vilmot, for a third 
despatch to Sir Archibald Campbell, dated lOth 
September, 1836, referring to the hvo previous 

despatches observes-

(( In one respect, the arrangements announced in the 

despatches just referred to are defective. They do not 

comprise any detailed explanation of the provisions of the 

Act, to be made for securing the civil list, and for the 

general sale of the Crown lands. I am yet engaged in cor

respondence with ~Iessrs. Crane and VVilmot on these topics, 

and some time may, probably, elapse before I can settle 

u·ith these gentlemen what are the precise terms in which 
those laws ought to be drawn up. You will not, ho·wever, 

po tpone on that account the meeting of the Legislature, or 

the communications which are to be made to them." 

The Legislature was ordered to be convenerl with 
the least possible delay, and the despatch to Sir 

Archibald Campbell then observes-

,, Considerations applying not to New Brunswick alone, 

but to tlze other British K orth American provinces also, 
require that no time should be lost in giving general publi

city to the proposals which you are authorised to make. 
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You will, therefore, take the necessary measures for conven
ing the General Assembly, for the dispatch of business on 
the receipt of this despatch. 

" On the meeting of the Legislature, you will, by a mes
sage, communicate to the Legislative Council, and to the 
Assembly, copies of my despatches of the 31st of August 
and of the 5th of September. It is my wish that no need
less reserve should be practised on this occasion. 

''The views explained in those despatches having been 
maturely adopted, after a full and careful investigation, it is 
desirable that they should be fully known, and clearly 
developed to the Legislative bodies of New Brunswick, and 
through them to the Legislatures of the other British North 
American P 'rovinces." 

The severe nwrtiflcation 'vhich this infatuated 
course of policy of the Colonial Office produced in 
Upper Canada is indescribable. The Loyalists were 
again disheartened, the Republicans again exultingly, 
though untruly, boasted tl1at the Home Government 
was with then1. 

His Excellency, Lieutenant-General Sir Archibald 
Campbell, seeing the effect produced, not only in New 
Brunswick, but tlt1·oughout all the British North 
An1erican Colonies, by the representations of a single 
pair of H delegates," from a single branch of the 
Legislature of a single province-feeling how conl
pletely his authority was superseded-how hopeless it 
was for hi1n to attempt to 1naintain monarchical 
institutions, while the Colonial Office openly legis
lated on the den1ocratic principle of" delegates," (the 

l\1 2 
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very name of which was most offensive to the Royal

ists,) and openly disapproving, on constitutional 
grounds, of the mode in which the King's casual 

and territorial revenues ·were proposed to be sun·en

dered-expressecl hi1nself to his lVIajesty's Govern

Inent, in terms which will, probably, ere long, come 

to light. 
On his l\Iajesty's representative hesitating to sur

render the revenues of the Crown, until he could 

1nerely receive an answer frmn the Colonial Office 

to the objections which, without loss of time, he had 
sub1nitted to it, the House of Assen1bly, 1nade 

impatient by their successes, imn1ediately petitioned 

the l{ing. 
The following extract frmn a respectable paper 

will explain the sentiments as well as the fate of this 

gallant veteran, who (though I have never seen hiin, 

or corresponded with hi1n) I believe, I may say, left 

his post honoured and respected by every loyal subject 

in Upper Canada. 

It appears that the conduct of Sir Archibald Camp bell, 

Lieutenant-Governor of New Bruns·wick, with respect to 

the Civil List, ha.· excited so much of the displeasure of 

the Assembly of that province, as to induce them to de

spatch a deputation to England with an address to his Ma

jesty, praying for the recall of Sir Archibald. To the com

mittee who \Yaitccl upon his Excellency with this ac.lures~, 

the gallant yet er an made the following reply-a reply ·worthy 

of the man and his services to his King and country:-



165 

Reply of Sir A. Campbell to a Deputation from the 
House of Assembly, New Brunswick. 

GENTLEMEN, 

The consci8ntious rectitude of my own conduct render 
the subject of this address to me a matter of the most per
fect indifference. 

I have had the honour of serving his lVIajesty for nearly 
half a century, in almost every quarter of the globe; and I 
trust those services have been such as to suffer no diminu
tion in the estimation of my Sovereign, from any represen
tation that may be made by the House of Assembly of New 
Brunswick. 

I need hardly say, that no one in our British North 
American colonies felt the shock of Sir Archibald 
Campbell's retiren1ent 1nore keenly than I did, for 
in his fate I clearly read, as addressed to 1nyself, the 
word::;, "JJiene, lJlene, 1Tekel, Uphm·~iu." 1\Iy hour, 
ho,Yever, had not yet arrived; and I have, therefore, 
in the interim, to lay before the reader the following 
despatches, which will show the nature of the diffi
culties with ·which I continued to struggle. 

No. 103. 

T'm·onto, Upper Canada, 
30th Dccernbe1·, 1836. 

l\ly LORD, 

I have the honour to reply to your Lordship's de
spatch, No. 93, as also to one marked "confidential," 
and dated 30th Septe1nber, 1836. 

In the former co1nn1nnication I am informed that 
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his l\fajesty's Govern1nent has assented to twelve road 
bills, which at the close of the last session I had 
reserved. In the latter, I a1n furnished with copies 

of three despatches addressed through Sir Archibald 
Camp bell to the Governors of all the North Anle

rican Colonies. 
Previous to reporting to your Lordship the embar

rassinent which has been occasioned here by the above 
con1n1unications, I beg leave to state that I am fully 
sensible that any general system or cOlu·se of policy 
which it n1ay be advisable to adopt throughout the 

North American Colonies, n1ay, though generally 
beneficial, be productive of embarrass1nent in parti
cular places. All I therefore desire to do is faithfully 

to apprise your Lordship of the effect which the de
spatches referred to have produced in this province. 

In my despatch, No. 44, I had the honour to inform 
your Lordship, "that although, with the advice of 1ny 
Executive Council, I had reserved all the n10ney 
bills for the signification of his 1\Iajesty's pleasure, 
yet there were three of them, to ·which the Council 
concurred with n1e in recon1n1ending that the Royal 
Assent should in11nediately Le given." 

I added, " It would have given me 1nuch pleasure 
to have at once assented to these three bills ; but I 
conceive it was of greater i1nportance to Inaintain 
the principle, that the House of Asse1ubl y is not to 
be allowed to einbarrass the Government, without also 
embarrassing the country, and that to withhold the 
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Supplies does not mean to stop the Government wheel, 
but the whole machinery of the Legislature." 

\Vith respect to the other twelve bills, I had much 
stronger reasons for reserving then1; inasmuch as 
the expenditure of the Inoney voted in each bill had, 
for well-known revolutionary purposes, been uncon
stitutionally connnitted to Republican Connnissioners, 

which fact in 1ny despatch to your Lord hip, No. 64, 
dated 29th July, 1836, I endeavoured to explain as 
follows:-

" Before I set out, I am anxious to address your 
Lordship on the subject of the Com1nissionerships, 
which were passed by the House of Assembly during 
their last ses ion, and which will be best explained 

by the enclosed copy of 1ny reply to an address I 
received fr01n the Township of Pickering. 

" The sun1 voted by the House of Assembly of this 
province non1inally for road-money, amounts to 
50,000!. a year; aud as this money is not only voted, 
but placed at the dispo al of certain members of the 
House who are self-appointed by the Assembly as 
salaried C01nmissioners, it becomes a political engine 
of enorn1ous unconstitutional power. 

" The insidious uses to which it has beeu applied, 
have, I can assure your Lordship, been revolutionary ; 
and I beg to call your attention to the fact, that, in 
the enclosed printed list, the nmne of 1\Ir. Peter 
Perry occurs no less than six thnes." 

Having thus sub1nitted to your Lordship the rea-
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sons for which I had reserved all the money bills of 
the late House of Asse1nbly, I awaited your Lord
ship's justification of the 1neasure, which in your 
despatch, No. 73, ·was, very much to n1y satisfaction, 
unequivocally expressed. 

It no'\v became necessary, that, previous to the 
1neeting of the present Legislature, I should deter
Inine on the measures it would be advisable to reconl
Inencl in my speech fr01n the throne. 

The addresses I received fr01n both !-louses in reply 
to this comn1unication will ere this have explained 
to your Lordship that 1ny proposed measures met 
·with the cordial approbation of the Legislature ; 
which accordingly at once set to work by appointing 
a joint committee to inspect and report on the state 
of the \Velland Canal, and, indeed, on all the other 
important changes I had submitted for consideration. 

Nothing could be 1nore satisfactory aud praise
worthy than the cool, business-like progress which 
the Legislature was n1aking, and the c01nplete 
government of all those feelings of triun1ph which 
it has been n1y earnest endeavour to discourage and 
suppress. No angry expre~sions had been uttered 
even in the House of Assembly; and after the storm 
it had experienced, the pu hlic n1ind was rapidly sub
siding into a calm, when all on a sudden I received 
your Lordship's despatch, No. 93,dated 6th September, 
1836, containing the Royal .A.ssent to all the bills I 
had reser_ved, which not ouly confused the arrange-
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ments the Legislature had c01nmenced, hut through

out tl1e whole province caused the resurrection of the 

Republicans as political Commissioners, ·with large 
sums of money at their command. 

On receiving this communication, my first iin 

pression was to suppress it: however, on reflection, 

it appeared to n1e, that I ought to allow 1nyself to he 

driren by the Republicans from this province, rather 

than presume to stay the execution of the }{ing's will; 

and accordingly, of two evils, choosing the least, 

I trans1nitted Jiis 1\'Iajesty's assent to the twelve bills 
to both Houses of the Legislature. 

l\iy Lord, I had not recovered from this shock, 

when I received the confidential despatch, dated the 

30th of Septeinber, 1836, informing n1e that at the 

instigation of agents fr01n only one branch of the Le

gislature of New Bruns,vick, your Lonlship had 

dr.emed it advisable, through Sir Archibald Camp

bell, to pr01nulgate to all the North American colo

nies that, among other arrange1nents, the Executive 

Council was to be increased iu number, and hence

forward to he composed of individuals "po.r,sessing 
tlte confidence of tlw people." 

In my reply of the 5th of l\farch last, to my late 
Executive Council, which had been honoured Ly your 

Lordship's approval, I had stated, " 'fhe Lieutenant

Governor n1aintaiuf:l, tl1at the respon ibility to the 

PEOPLE, who arc already represented by the House of 

Asse1nbly, which the Council assumesJ is unconsti-



170 

tutional ; that it is the duty of the Council to serve 

HIM, not THEM." 

Your Lordship cannot have forgotten the total de-

feat which the Hepublicans experienced by rashly 
atte1npting to drive me frmn this invincible position ; 

and as the British population of the North A1nerican 
Colonies were eager spectators of the conflict, your 
Lordship will, I atn sure, pardon 1ne for expressing 

the feelings of mortification and depression with which 
I now recollect the prophecies which) ever since the 

com1nencement of the political "var I have waged 
here, have invariably foreboded that I should not be 

supported by the British Government. 

'' It is out of my power" (I stated in my despatch, 

No. 24, dated 6th of April last) " to describe to your 

Lordship, without the appearance of exaggeration, the joy 

and gladness expressed to me by all parties at the consti

tutional resistance I have made; but I will not conceal 

from your Lordship that there is one question at this mo

ment in almost everybody's mouth, namely, '\Yill the 

Lieutenant-Governor be supported by the Home-Govern

ment?' 'He never will,' say the Radieals; ' JIVe fear he 
will not,' say the Constitutionists." 

l\Iy Lord, there is no portion of your Lordship's 

instructions which I mn not at this n1on1ent preparing 
to carry into effect. I have n1ade it generally known 
that I mn about to surrender to the Provincial Lecris-b 

lature the casual and territorial revenues of the Crown; 
and I have also infonned the Chainnan of a Cmn-
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mittee of the House of Assmnbly, to whom the re
vision of the Land-granting Departiuent has been 
referred, that, under certain restrictions, I a1n autho. 
rized by His 1\'lajesty's Government, 1noreover, to 
surrender to the Provincial Legislature the authority 
to regulate the disposal of the Crown Lands; but I 
regret to infonn your Lordship, that the leading re
cmnmendation 'contained in the report of the said 
Cmnmittee on the Land·granting Deparbnent is, that 
the whole of the said Crown Lands shall at once be 
offered to the public, (or, in other words, to the people,) 
at the low price of five shillings an acre ! 

But who is there now in the province to resist this 
proposal r~ 

The only individual who n1ight he expected to pro
tect the interests of the e1nigra~t, is the Lieutenant
Governor, but I fear this expectation cannot now be 
realized ; for by the late instructions to Sir A. Cainp
bell, the Lieutenant-Governor, if he atten1pted to 
guard the Crown lands, would not only find the two 
branches of the Legislature against hin1, but his own 
Executive Council n1ight reasonably argue, that un
less they also opposed hiin, they would forfeit " the 
confidence of the PEOPLE;" and it is iinpossible to offer 
a nwre convincing proof of the reality of this danger, 
than by referring to the petition which, shortly after 1ny 
arrival here, was forwarded to your Lordship, earne tly 
reconunending, as surveyor-general of this province, a 
clerk in the office who (although a mo~t loyal, gallant 
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subject) had been proved to lmve been acting contrary 

to express orders as private agent. 
Your Lordship has only to review this singular 

petition, to perceive that it contaius the na1nes of 

ahnost every 1nember of both Houses of the Legisla

ture; and it therefore clearly follmvs, that had thi 

appointment depended on the Provincial Legisla

tLue, it \Yould most certainly have been carried into 

effect. 
The necessity of protecting the emigrant fron1 the 

rapacity of the settled inhabitant, has just been con

iinned by the highest possible practical authority, 

natne1y, by 1\Ir. President Jackson, of the United 

States, who, in his rnessage prmnulgated last week, 

n1akes the following confession :-
(After con1n1enting at considerable length on the 

President's speech, anfl on the preponderating influ

ence which 1\Iessrs. Crane and 'Vilmot had obtained 

in the Colonial Offiee, the despatch proceeds as 

follows:-) 
It will, I hope, be liberally construed as no want 

of attachn1ent to your Lordship, or of fitlelity to his 

l\Iajesty's Govennnent, if I acknowledge, that I feel 

jealous of the intervention of a ne'v influence, alien to 

the constitution of this legislature. 
The British Constitution has nothing whatever to 

fear from its low-bred antagonist Democracy, in Ame

rica, if his 1\Iajesty's Government will not avert fr01n 

us its support, 
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'' ---nought shall make us rue, 
If England. to herself do rest but true. ' ' 

But, if the Lieutenant-·Governors of our colonies 
be sentenced to contend with-

1. Public opinion, or) in other words, tlte opinion 
of " tlte people." 

2. The House of Assembly, or the representatives 
of '' the people." 

3. An Executive Council required to possess the 
confidence of "the people." 

4. Agents in England, enjoying the ear and con
fidence of his 1\Iajesty 's Govennnent, as being the re
presentatives of the representatives of" tile people:" 

And lastly, if, as a general rule, all our colonies are 
to surrender whatever prerogative any one of them in 
particular 1nay be deprived of, by which arrangen1ent 
the weakest Lieutenant-Governor, whoever he Inay 
Le, will lead all the rest, (which is certainly contrary 
to Inilitary tactics, for the guards at \Vaterloo never 

for a Inmnent thought of giving up Hougoumont, be
cause so1ne of the Belgian inf~1.ntry ran away,) I think 
your .Lordship, on reflection, will perceive, that in
stead of crushing democracy in this continent, ·we 
shall actually be creating it in our colonies. 

I have ventured to offer to your Lordship's impar
tial consideration the above suggestion , in opposi
tion to 1\Iessrs. Crane and 'Vihnot's recommendation , 
that certain alterations should be made in those 
instructions which, on leaving England, I had the 
honour to receive fi·mn your Lordship. 
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TJnder those instructions, I had successfully con
tended with de~pocracy in A1nerica, and, confident of 

the eventual result of this noble struggle, I had only 
required of his Majesty's Government "the negative 

assistance of not being undm·mined at home." 
The n1ore seriously I conten1plate the political tran

quillity of this province, the 1nore steadfastly mn I con
firined in 1ny opinion, that cool, stern, decisive, un
conciliating 1neasures form the n1ost popular descrip

tion of government that can be exerc1sed towards the 

free and high-minded inhabitants of the Canadas. 
I have, &c. 

F. B. HEAD. 

The Lord Glenelg, &c. &c. &c. 

No. l. 
Tm·onto, Upper Canada, Jan. 13th, 1837. 

MY LORD, 

rrhe election of aldennen and connnon council .. 
men for the five wards of this eity closed yesterday, 
and the result is creating so n1uch sensation in this 
province, that I feel it 1ny duty to connnunicate it to 

your Lordship. 
Ever since the termination of the general elections 

in July last, the wreck of the republican faction, 
whose head-quarters are at Toronto, have been eu .. 
deavouring to denwnstrate, that the re-action which 
has taken place throughout the country was but 
the 1nomentary effect produced by 1ny replies to the 
addresses I received, and by the improper issuing 
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of patents, in short, that their outworks had been cm·

ried by a 1nere coup-de main ; and as the election for 
the 1netropolis approached, it was determined by the 

Radicals to display the po·wer they yet possessed in 
their citadel, by electing as the new 1nayor, either 1\Ir. 
1\I'l{enzie, or one of the three gentlen1en (Dr. Bald

win,* 1Jf1·. GeO'J·ge Ridout, o1· 1\fr. Small) who had 
been dis1nissed fi·mn office by me. 

As it 1nattered hut very little to me who was 

n1ayor of this city, I can assure your Lordship, that 
I scarcely ever gave the subject a thought, or indeed 

had time to do so : horvever, the electors of the city 
having been eye-witnesses of the conflict I had had 

with the Republicans-having been n1ade acquainted 
with all the accusations urged against me by 1\Iessrs. 
I-Iume and Duncombe-having had an opportunity of 
ob.,erving, for two 1nonths, the practical working of 
the new House of Assembly, and of reflecting, for a 
year, on the cour~e of policy I had adopted, they un
equivocally expres ed their verdict in my favour, by 
exterminating the bventy republican candidates from 

every single ward in the city, and by electing in their 

stead staunch Constitutionists, ·who, in every in

stance excepting one, ha(l n1ajorities of more than 
two to one over their opponents. 

As not a single patent has been issued during the 

* The name of this gentleman wiU, in conjunction with that of 

l\1r. Ex-Spe:-~ker Bid well, be shortly brought before the reader's espe~ 
cial attention. 
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elections, and as almost universal suffrage prevails, the 

political self-purification of this metropolis offers a 

1noral which, I hu1nbly conceive, doe's not require a 

comment. 
I have, &c. 

F. B. HEAD. 

The Lord Glenelg, &c. &e. &c. 

I now transmitted to the Colonial Office a very 

long despatch, enclosing the 1ninute investigation, and 

unqualified vindication, by the I-Iouse of Assemhly 

of the charges brought against 1ne in Engla.nd, by 1 Ir. 

Joseph Hun1e and Dr. Duncombe, of having carried 

the electious by "the jab1·ication oj' votes.'' As these 

documents have been laid before the I-Iouse of Conl

Jnons, by his l\Iajesty's Government, I need not here 

insert them. 

I Jo. 56. 

Upper Cmutda, Toronto, Lllay 5, 1837. 

l\Iv LoRD, 
\Vith reference to your L~rdship's despatch of the 

12th of January last, ·No. 130, in which is enclosed 

a letter frmn the Deputy Secretary at \Var, stating, 

1.hat on being fnrnit--hed with a list of the 1nilitary 

pensioners referred to in 1ny despatch of the 19th of 

October, 18:36, No. 84, with full particulars of each 

nutn's case, the Secretary at vVar will consider whe-
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thct· any 1node of relief to any of the1n is within hi 
power, I hcwe th~ honour to transmit to your Lord
ship a report fr01n Emigra.nt agent A. B. Hawke, 
affonling all the inform:.ttion he is able to impart. 

As the three branches of this Legislature have al
ready respectfully supplicated his l\Iajesty in behalf 
of these 1niserahle 1nen, I feel it would be improper in 
n1e to ay anything further in their favour. It will 
appear by l\Ir. I-Ia.wke's report, that au exact list of 
thCin cannot be obtained, and, consequently, that full 
particulars of each 1nan's case cannot be subn1itted 
to the Secretary-at-'Var :-the following general 
description of their situation will however apply very 
ncarl y to thmn all. 

The con1n1uted pensioner in Upper Canada is an 
improvident veteran with wh01n the British Govern
Incnt has profitably 1nade a hard bargain; having 
pent his best days in the service of his country, fi·01n 

severe service and hard. drinking he has not remaining 
strength to gain in this climate sufficient subsistence, 
and conseq ueutly every winter he suffers nwst bit
terly both from cold and hunger. 

rrhe braver he is, the less he complains; but his 
sufferings have at last attracted such general cOJn
Ini eration, that last year the legislature felt it their 
duty to address I-I is l\Iajesty on the subject. 

If relief be withheld fr01n these poor, worn-out, 
ilnprovident 1nen, another winter or two will be n1ore 
than 1nany of then1 can withsta.nd. When all aro 

N 
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gone, the transaction, so far as regards the pecuniary 
saving, will undoubtedly be at an end ; but I respect
fully assure your Lordship, it is generally considered 
1ere that a little blot will re1nain upon the brilliant 
hi tory of this province, which it ·will then be too 

late to efface. 
I have, &c., 

F. B. HEAD. 

No. 66. 

Upper Canada, 1"'oronto, lJ;Jay 30, 1837. 
lVIv LoRD, 

I have the honour to inforn1 yot:r Lordship that, 
with the advice of my Executive Council, I have this 
day determined to convene the Provincial Parliament 
of Upper Canada on the 19th of June. 

I nnlCh regret this n1easure, as the Council agrees 
with n1e in the opinion, not only that there exists no 
real necessity for convening the Legislature, but that 
the proclamation will tend to ruffle the conu11ercial 
tranquillity which at present exists throughout this 
province. 

The apprehension that there would be a run on the 
chartered banks in Upper Canada, in con equence of 
their continuing specie payn1ents, has proved to have 
been groundless. Nevertheless, your Lordship will 
easily imagine that it is impo sible for me to act con
trary to the policy of the surrounding states, without 
opposing a ntunber of private interests, 'vhich have 
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lately been joined in a hue and cry for the a sembling 

of the Legislature; and as I foresee, that whatever 

embarrassment the trade of this province 1uay have to 

suffer, in consequence of the present unexampled 

state of the monied 1narket, would be industriously 

declared to be the effect of the non-convention of the 

Legi ·lature, I have dee1ned it advisable of two evil 

to choose the lea t, and meet a real difficulty rather 
than one which would be intangible. 

I have no apprehensions respecting the result, and 
e .. ·pect that the session will last only a few days. 

I have, &c. 

F. B. HEAD. 

No. 82. 

Uppe1· Canada, ri'o1·onto, July 12, 1837 . 
.1\Iv Lonn, 

I have the honour to transmit to your Lord hip a 

copy of 1ny peech on proroguing tl!e Legislature 
of this province. 

In my despatch, 1\To. 66, dated the 30th of .1\Iay, 

I explained to your Lordship the reasons which had 

induced me most reluctantly to convene the Provincial 

Parliament, and as soon as it assembled I experienced 

all the difficulties I had anticipated. I will endeavoul' 
to explain them to your Lordship. 

The rapid improve1nents which for s01ne years 

have been taking place in the United States have 

been a mystery \Vhich few people have heen able to 

N2 
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comprehend. Every undertaking had apparently 
been crowned ,vith success ; every tnan's speculation 
had seetned to ans,ver ; the price of labour, although 
exorbitant, had everywhere been cheerfully paid, 
and 1noney had appeared in such plenty, that it had 
profusely been given in barter for almost every cmn
Inodity that came to n1arket. In short, the country 
'vas triumphantly declared to be "going a-head;" 

and, as the young province of Upper Canada was 
observed to be unable to keep up, the difference in 
its progress was contemptuously ascribed to the differ

ence in its forn1 of government. 
l\Ionarchical institutions were therefore ridiculed, 

republican principles were self-praised, and den1o
cratic opinions 'vere not only dissen1inated over this 
continent, but, crossing the Atlantic, they n1ade their 
appearance in our own happy country, where it has 
lately been dee1ned by tnany people fine and fashion
able to point to the United States of Atnerica as a 
proof that riveting religion to the state, and that no
bility of 1nind, are to com1nerce what friction is in 
1nechanics. 

In the 1nidst of all this theory, the whole com· 
tnercial syste1n of the United States suddenly was 
observed to tu1nble to pieces, its boasted prosperity 
being converted into a state of disvrcler altogether 
new in the 1noral history of the 'vorld, for the republic 
declared itself to be bankrupt, without even pretend
ing to be Insolvent: in short, its bau ks si1nultaneously 



181 

dishonoured their own notes, keeping specie ,vhich 
belonged to their creditors in their vaults. This 
example of the banks offered a pretext to any man to 
absolve hiinself frmn his debts by fictitious bank
ruptcy. 'l'he public creditors afar off, as well as those 
on the spot, had no power to save the~nselves, and 
under these circmn tances a general distrust prc .. 
vailed. 

This sudden annihilation of national credit in the 
United States produced of cour e seriou incon
venience and alann in Upper Canada. 

The 1nysterious pro perity of the Republic was 
now proved to have been produced by an imprudent 
and reckless systein of discounting, which had sup
plied the country with tnore 1noney than it ·was })OS

" ible for it to repay : in fact, to lend money having 
been supposed to be quite as profitable a speculation 
a to borrow it, one debt had been contracted to pay 
another; the people had borrowed of the banks, the 
banks had borrowed of each other, and thus the credit 
sy. ten1 l1ad been straine(l till it snapped. 

rrhe Chartered Banks of Upper Canada clearly 
read the nwra1 which was brought so in1n1ediately 
Lefore their eyes, and, taking warning fron1 their 
neighbours, they naturally enough su pendcd their 
own discounts : this precaution eau eel a great deal o 
distress to all the farmers and merchants lV ho had 
been in the habit of receiving frmn the banks 1vhat 
is termed" accommodation." The more the applicants 



proved their inability to continue business unless they 
were assisted, the clearer the banks perceived the 

danger of relieving them. 
The borrowers being thus unable to obtai.n money 

-the last year's crop of potatoes having failed-the 

public works being arrested-and the province being 

invaded by a number of en1igrants, 'vho were roaming 
about without the 1neans of o1Jtaining food or e1n

ployn1ent, it was natural that everybody should en

deavour to search out the cause of the disorder which 

·was observed to prevail. 
The banks, perfectly sensible of the real reason, 

" 'ere silent, hut an opinion was propagated which 

rapidly became popular; na1nely, that the dish·e~s 

which existed arose from the banks continuing their 

specie pay1nents. 
As 500n as the Legislature was assembled, this 

theory was very strenuously discussed, but the Inem

bers of the l-Iouse of Assetnbly having, besides their· 
public duties, a variety of borrmving and other private 

interests to represent, it was found almost impracti

cable for them to agree either respecting the disea e 
or the re1nedy : the n1orc the question was stirred the 

1nore turbid it becmne, and, as no party would con

sent to abandon their opinions, a Bill (see A.), which 

almost embodied then1 all, was fran1ecl, and, after 

considerable discussiou, it 'vas carried throu<Yh the b 

House by the following 1najority :-
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183 

. 33 

. 16 

l\1ajority . 17 
In this Bill, Fir t, the Chartered Banks (although 

they had never applied for the indulgence) were re
lieved frOin the forfeiture of their charters in ea e 
they should continue their busine s after they had 
ceased to redee1n their notes in specie. 

Secondly. The note of all the banks in the pro
vince, chartered or unchartered, as well as the deben
ttires passed during the last session of the Legisla
ture for any sum over six pounds five hillings, 'vere 
in effect made legal tender. 

On this Bill coming to the Legislative Council it 
was amended as follows (see B.) :-

The power of allowing the banks to continue their 
business ofbanking, notwithstanding their suspension 
of ea h payments, was placed in the hands of the 
Lieutenant-Governor in Council, and the 1naking 
of notes or debentures legal tenders vas cancelled. 

On the amend1nents of the Legislative Council re
turning to the House of A~se1nbly they were rejected; 
and after a long-protracted discussion, which ended 
in nothing, a number of the n1embers in despair n1ade 
preparations for returning to their h01nes. 

On the very eve of their departure, which wa 
justly enough hailed by the Radicals as an event 
certain to produce a revolution in the province, the 
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I-Iouse of Assembly becan1e sensible of the calan1ity 

they ·were about to create. 
The amended Bill of the Legislative Council was 

again considered, and, after a 1nost desperate struggle 

between public and private interest, it ·was with a very 

few trifling alterations carried by a small1najority, 

and, being accepted by the Legislative Council, it wa. 

assented to by n1e ; and thus the question which had 

threatened to convulse this province (to say nothing 

of the effects it would have produced in Lower 

Canada) was sati~factorily settled and concluded. 

The above account n1ay induce your Lordship 

to conceive that the republican and constitutional 

parties in the IIouse of Asse1nhly of Upper Canada 

are nearly balanced, hut this is by no rneans the ea c. 

The policy of the Republicans has always been, 

and still is, to arrest improve1nents of every descrip

tion, and, by encouraging ·whatever tends to create 

e1nbarrassment and distress, to bring l\Ionarchical 

Government into disrepute : insh arl, therefore, of 

endeavouring to conciliate private feelings, they art

fully did everything in their power to irritat the 

(li~cussion, whatever direction it took; and though, 

upon any other sn hject, tltey would totally have 

fitiled in their object, yet, in conl'eqnence of the feelings 

I have described, they certainly in thi: instance ·were 
v~ry n~ar obtaining it. 

1 lmve now explained to your Lonlshi p the result 

of the extraordinary session whieh has just closed, 
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and it only re1nair\s for 1ne to state the course of 
policy I intend to pursue. 

I intend to recom1nend the banks to acc01nmodate 
the public as far as in prudence they can do so ; but 
as the penalty ·which attended the exhaustion of their 
coffers is now removed, or, in other words, as they 
would not now he obliged to discontinue their bank
ing in case they should become unable to redeem 
their notes, it is my opinion that they should n1ake no 
expensive exertion to obtain any n1ore specie than 

they now posRess, but that what they have got they 
should freely pay away. If, Vi1hile they are pursu
ing this hone t course, the United States or Lower 

Canada (finding that suspended bank-notes are not 
n10ney) should be driven to return to cash payn1cnts, 
Upper Canada will then triumphantly lmve weathered 
the stonn : if, on the other hand, no such events 
hould occur, and that their coffers arc con equently 

drained, still tl1e good faith of the province will have 

lJcen pre ervecl ; and, without de iring to value credit 
at more than its intrinsic worth, I lun·e rea on to 
believe that tlw banks them eh·es feel that the com
nlercinl character of Upper Canada is of more value, 
even to themselve. , than the trifling cost of rcplcnish
jng t1wir vaults whenever this continent shall return 
to cash payn1ent . 

Although a violent and almo t unirer al clamour 
ha~; l.Jcen raised again t the continuance of cash pay
nlcnt., yet I feel proud in inforn1ing your Lordship, 
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that up to the present day no application has been 
made by any one of the Chartered Banks to the 
Legislature or to myself for pennission to suspend. 
The power to grant this permission has now been 
placed by the Legislature into 1ny hands. 

If it be sought for, and if, after attentively listening 
to the argu1nents urged in its favour, I see reason to 
grant it, I will not hesitate to do so. On the other 
hand, your Lordship may depend that I will not be 
driven by clamour to give up the proud position 
which, by the integrity of the Chartered Banks, this 
province has up to the present m01nent been en
abled to maintain. 

I have, &c. 
F. B. HEAD. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

The Colonial Office again legislate on ex-pa1te statements-Second 
Memorandum on the political state of the C,tnn.das-Cllrions ques
tion respecting fugitive slaves-Third Memorandum on the politi
cal state of the Canadac;-Embarrassment produced by the Colonial 
Office showing their Despatches to the Lieutenant-Governor, before 
he has received them, to a complaining Colonist. 

, 

TuE following despatch affords another example 

of the fatal propensity of the Colonial Office to legis

late on ett'-parte accusations, ho,yever mall and insig

nificant the n1atter itself 1nay be, if it gives the oppor

tunity of casting anything like censure on that branch 

of the legi lature whose duty it is to stand, whenever 

necessary, against the representatives of the people. 

Gove,rnment HoufJ·e) Jul!J 20th, 18B7. 

l\fy LORD, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 

your Lord hip's despatch (No. 73, dated 28th April, 

J 837), in which is transn1itted to 1ne a copy of a 

lP-tter addressed to your Lorclshi p by l\Ir. Egerton 

Ryerson, complaining of the conduct of the Legis

lative Council in having, "at the eleventh hour of 

the session, sent a Bill, authorizing a loan of 4100!. 

to the Trustees of the Uppe~· Canada Academy, back 

to the Assembly, so mnended as completely to defeat 
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the object of it, by providing that the Receiver-Gene
ral should not advance any of the money granted by 

the Act, unless he had money in his hands for which 

he had no other use." 
Having, as your Lordship is aware, advanced frmn 

the Casual and Territorial Revenue Fund the ba
lance necessary for the payn1ent of the war losses, 
I had no n1eans of inn11ediately paying to l\Ir. Ryer
son the su1n of 41 OOl. ; nevertheless, being desirous 

that your Lordship's wishes should be carried into 
eifect, I have given to Mr. Ryerson such a statement 

of my intention to advance the 1noney in question, 

so soon as it can be procured, as will, I a1n happy to 
understand fr01n hin1, enable hiin easily to obtain the 

amount fron1 one of the provincial banks. 
Having, I trust, thus fulfilled the spirit (although 

it has not been in 1ny ponyer to obey the letter) of 

your Lordship's instructions, I feel it clue to the 
Legislative Council to explain to your Lordship that 
l\Ir. Ryerson's declarations against tl1at branch of 

the Legislature are un1nerited and incorrect. 
The impression w hi.ch l\Ir. Ryerson's letter to 

your Lordship seen1s designed to produce is, that the 

Assembly, being eager to encourage the Upper Ca
nada Acaden1y, had readily passed a biJl to that effect 
through their !louse, and had in good time sent it 
up to the Legislative Council-that an mnendn1ent 
was there n1ade to the bill, which was calculated and 
contrived to defeat it-that the bill and a1nendment 
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·were purposely kept back till the eleventh Jwur, and 
then sent down to the Asse1nbly, when it was too 
late to renwve any difficulty. 

The facts are as follows :-The session cominenced 
on the 8th of November, and ended on the 4th of 
1\Iarch. On the 24th of February the bill for grant
ing aid to the Academy can1e up to the Legislative 
Council fr01n the Assmnbly,-that is, within the 
last eight or nine days of a session of 116 days, and 
when the Legislative Council had probably forty or 
fifty other Lills before then1. It was read a second 
time on the 25th of February, was discussed in cOin
Inittee on the 27th, (the 26th being Sunday,) and 
1vas amended and returned to the A se1nbly on the 
28th. On the smne day that bill was sent up mnong 
other bills sent fr01n the Assmnbly; and after the 
28th of February, when it was returned mnended by 
the Council, I understand that the As e1nbly sent no 
less than twenty-six bills, which, with very few ex
ceptions, were passed through the Council, and be
came laws. 

Fr01n the foregoing statement, it is clear-1st, 
1.'hat the Legislative Council co'uld not have returned 
the bill in question early, because it came to thc1n 
late.--2nd1y, That the bill, when it did con1e, was 
pa sed through all its stages ·without dela,v. 

Now, with re pect to the 1uerits of the mnend
Inent, on adverting to the Act pa sed in the last ses
sion, your Lordship will perceive that about a million 
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and a half of 1noney was granted by the Legislature, 
and the province being already in deht, the Acts, ge
nerally speaking, provided for raising by loan the 
monies required to meet these new grants. 

The bill to which 1\tlr. Ryerson refers simply 

granted 4000l. out of the unapp'rop'riated monies in 
the hands of the Receiver-General, and nmde no 

provision for borrowing the 4000!. on debenture. 
The Legislative Council knew that, after the grants 

which the Assen1bly had n1ade, there would not be 
4000!. in the Receiver-General's hands unappro
priated, and, consequently, that if the bill passed into 
a la·w, either it would be a delusion, or the Receiver
General would be embarrassed by the conflicting de

mands of persons clai1ning n1oney granted by several 
Acts passed on the same day. 

U ncler these circutnstances, the Council added the 
follo·wing proviso to the bill:-" Provided always 
neverthele8s, that the monies grauted by this Act 
shall not be paid by the Receiver-General, unle s 
there shall re1uain in his hands unappropriated 

n1onies, after the payn1ent of the charges in1posed 
upon the provincial' revenue under any Act or Acts 
heretofore passed, and also of any n1onies granted 
during the present session for the upport of the 
Civil GoYernmeut, or to defray any charges attend
ing the public revenue." 

This precautionary liinitation, that in case there 
shoultl not be unappropriated n1oney for all the 
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claimants, the charges for the public service voted 

during the smne ession should be first defrayed, is 

what 1\Ir. Ryersou, in his letter to your Lordship, 

tenus '' a proviso, that the .Receiver-General should 

not advance any money granted by the Act unless 

he had 1noney in his hands for which he had no othe1' 
use." 

I understand that the Archdeacon of York ( al

luded to so severely by 1\tlr. Ryerson, as having 

been hostile to the bill) was not even present when 

the amendment was fran1ed, discussed, and passed. 

I an1 informed tl1at he took no part in the bill, ex

cept voting for it, as he did for an act of incorpora

tion of a Homan Catholic College, passed in the same 

session; that the amendment was fran1ed by the 

speaker of the Council, who is a private contributor 

to the building of the Acaden1y, and who, I under
stand, strongly advocated in the Council the ex

pediency of giving to the institution the public 
support that had been prayed for. 

I feel confident your Lord hip will read 1vith in

terest and with satisfaction this vindication of a 

branch of a Legislature which, I respectfully assure 

your J...~ordship, requires the firmest possible support, 

in order to encourage it to con6nue uncomprmnising 

hostility and oppo ition to the House of Asse1ubly, 

whenever it n1ay constitutionally be necessary to 
do o. 

I have, &c. 

F. B. HEAD. 
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Jlaving written this despatch, I thought it highly 

salutary tlut the principle contained in the last 

paragraph should 1e promulgated in the colony, and 
I accordingly sent it in a tnessage to the I-Iouse of 
Af:\seinLly, who, far fro1n being offended at it, con
tinued, like the free people they represented, to give n1e 

their support. I n1ention this fact, to prove how un· 
necessary it is, in our North An1erican provinces, 

unconstitutionally to seek for 11101nentary popularity 

by 1uaking in1proper and therefore degrading conces

sions to the representatives of the people. 

Second JJ1emorandwn on the Political State of the 
Canadas. 

Uppe1· Canada, Aug. 29th, 1837. 

l\IY LoRD, 
In cmnmunicating to 1ne a copy of the Resolutions 

which it was the intention of her l\Iajesty's Govern

Jnent to bring forward in the llouse of Counnons 

respecting Lower Canada, your Lordship was pleased 
to conclude your despatch to me, No. -, dated F eh. 

18th, 1837, as follows: " I shall look forward with 

1uuch anxiety for a full com1nunication frmn you on 

the subject, &c." 
Besides being thus officially invited to furnish 

her l\Iajesty's Governtnent with n1y opinions respect
ing the 1neasures proposed to be adopted towards 
Lower Canada, I had a natural incluce1nent to do 
so, frmn the political connexion which exists between 
the two provinces: for I need hardly observe to your 
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Lordship, that it is u eless for Upper Canada to be 
expending 300,000!. in rendering the upper portion 
of the river St. Lawrence navigable, if the lower 
lvaters are to re1nain impassable, our access to the 
ocean, as well as our prosperity, being dependent 
on the tranquillization of the 1.-~ower Province. 

As my residence here had of course enaLled n1e to 
forn1 an opinion on the 1neasures propo eel to be intro
duced by her 1\Iajesty's Government, and as that 
opinion was solicited, I should not have withheld it, 
except for the reason that, as your Lordship's cOin
Inunication reached me too late for my opinion to Le 
of any practical use, I felt it would be only vexatiously 
embarrassing the Govern1nent were I to trans1nit it. 
I therefore detennined to Le perfectly silent on the 
subject, and, if the same rea ons existed, I should 
still ren1ain so ; but, seeing that the re1nedial reso
lutions of the In1perial Parliament, as I anticipated, 
have totally failed in their effect; eeing that the 
House of Assembly of LmYer Canada have again 
refused the supplies; that 1\Ir. Papineau's language 
has bec01ne 1nore insulting than ever, and that his 
agents here are openly preaching revolt,-! feel 
that, as her 1\riajesty's Government will be now driven 
to detennine what i next to be done, I have no ex
CU"e for any longer withholding my opinions, and I 
accordingly, reluctantly and respectfully, submit them 
for con ideration. 

1\Jy Lord, the portion of this globe fro1n which I 
0 
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politics., concurrent opinions such as the following 
ough"t not to be rejected. 

1. The British population of Lower Canada deeply 
lament the course of policy which the I-Iome Govern
lnent, for many years, has been pursuing. 2. So 
does the loyaJ British population of Upper Canada. 
3. The Chief Justice, the La·w Officers of the Crown, 
every faithful public servant in this province, silently 
evince their sorro\v at the concessions which have 
been made, and which are still being made, to those 
fe·w designing 1nen, ·who, for self-interested objects, 
have been long labouring to subvert the British 
ConRtitution. 4. So do I, the Lieuienant-Governor 
of the province. 5. So does Sir John Colborne, 
the Cmnmander of the Forces in the Canadas. 
6. So do the British troops, "'rho, although, generally 
speaking, regardless of politics, cannot here avert 
their minds fron1 circumstances which are so glar
ingly before then1, and which they foresee tend to 
haul down the colours that frmn tlwir boyhood they 
l1ave been 'taught to venerate. 

If her l\iajesty were suddenly to arrive in the 
Canadas, there is no one among those I have enume
rated who would not be proud to follo·w her with 
devotion, fron1 Niagara to Quebec. If a repre .. en
tative of our colonial policy were to appear here, I 
do declare to your Lordship, that in 1ny hum hJe 
opinion he would be seen to traverse the Canadas 
alone. And no,v, n1y Lord, who is the individual 

o2 
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mn now addressing you is the most favoured region 
which it has ever been my hu1nble fortune to visit. 
The freshness and elasticity of the Canadian air-the 
peculiar blueness of the sky-the 1nagnificence and 
utility of the great lakes-the unexamplecl exuber
ance of the soil-the indication of 1nineral 'vealth
and the abundance of timber and fuel-fonn altogether 
a rich picture, 'vhich it is beyond the power of the 
artist to delineate. With respect to the inhabitants, 
I will only say that, so far as I am competent to judge 
of them, they are w·orthy of the free country they 
inhabit. 

The British population have lost none of the noble 
qualities which distinguish their race. The French 
Canadians retain ·all the social virtues ,vhich adorn 
the character of the French, without their propensity 
to war. 

Blessed with these advantages, the Canadas ought 
to be happy; hut, on the contrary, the Upper Pro
vince 'vas, and the Lower is, apparently, on the 
brink of revolution. 

"\Vhere, it vvill be asked, does the blmne rest? I 
respectfully reply, neither upon the surface of the 
country, nor upon the n1orals of its people; but upon 
the conciliatm·y measures which, under successive 
administrations, have been unremittingly applied by 
the Colonial Offi.ce. 

If, in common law, respectable evidence l)e dee~ned 
suiflcient to substantiate any accusation, surely, in 
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who ventures to hring these truths before your Lord
ship's 1nincl? Why, one who is indebted to your 
Lordship for a selection in his favour ahnost unpa
ralleled, who has obtained, through your Lordship's 
l'ecmninendation, hereditary rank, and, who at this 
1noment, feels 1nost deeply that all he has ever ·written, 
instead of offending your Lordship, has 1nost liberally 
been pardoned ancl overlooked. 

As your Lordship's accredited agent, as one whose 
especial duty it is to act towards his principal with 
honour and fidelity, the evidence I offer to your 
Lordship is entitled to respect. 

The concurrent opinion~, ·which I have just stated 
to your Lordship, might once have been tenneu 
theoretical; but they have no1v not only been re
duced to practice, but the proof has been, as it 1vere 
1nathematically, worked out both positively _and nega
tively. 

1. The conciliations lvhich Lord Gosford has been 
cmnmanded to 1nake in Lower Canada as well as 
those almost prmnised by inference in his late speech, 
have ended in ana'rchy. 

His Lordship's generous character, his high
nlinded integrity, his rank, his fortune, his affability, 
his a1niability, all have failed to produce political 
tranquillity; his moral power has gradually sunk 
under the experiment-he has now " lost all but his 

honou1·." 

Again, in New Brunswick, the concessions 1nade 
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to 1\Iessrs. Crane and Wiln10t have equally failed in 
satisfying that country. These gentle1nen, as agents 
fr01n the House of Assmnbly, obtained the surrender 
of the casual and territorial revenue. \Vhen their 
own cale was thus heavily laden, they next asked 
that the salary or influence of their Governor might 
inver ely be lightened; when this ·was granted, they 
returned in triumph, their Governor, retiring frmn 
the conflict, yielding to the1n the field; but the bon
fire were hardly extinguished, when 1\fr. A. vVilmot, 
I perceive frmn the journals, propo~ed that the Execu
tive Council should be converted into persons "pos
sessing the confidence of tlze people,'' which, in these 
Colonies, means nothing n1ore nor less than that the 
Governor's head is to be emptied of its contents, and 
then stuffed with republican brains. 

2. In Upper Canada, the opposite or negative 
process, I 1nean the unconciliatory course of policy 
has, it cannot be denied, practically tranquillized the 
province. It has not only completely overthrown the 
enemi s of the British Con titution, but, in a very 
great degree, has effected their conversion. .llun
drcds of n1en who leaned 'vith their whole 1veight 
against the Governnwnt, so long as they fonnd it bend 
to their 1)ressure, suddenly stood erect to defend it, 
the instant it resolutely commanded the1n to keep off. 
People of the nwst violent politics have lately acknow
ledged themselves to have been in error; and even 
the late Speaker, 1\Ir. Bidwell hin1self, 1vho was the 
avowed republican associate of 1\Ir. Papineau, nmv 
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openly declares that he deeply regrets the course he 

\vas led to pursue. 
I could proceed to prove to your Lordship, that the 

policy I have humbly pursued has very nu1nerous 
supporters, even in the United States; but I \Vill not 
seek for evidence beyond the li1nits of Her Majesty's 
dominions. I \Vill1nerely observe to your Lordship, 
that the success which has been obtained in Upper 
Canada is not adventitious ; but that it is a result 
which, in my very first despatch, dated the 5th Fe
bruary, 1836, to your Lordship, I distinctly foretold 

as follows :-
"As far as I have been able to judge, I should say that 

the republican party are implacable, that no conce sion 

whatever will satisfy them, their self-interested object being 

to possess themselves of the Government of this province, 

for the sake of lucre and emolument. 
" Under these circumstances, I conceive that the great 

danger I had to avoid was the slightest attempt to conciliate 

any party, and that the only course for me to adopt was to 
act fearlessly, undisguisedly, and straightforwardly, for the 

interests of the country-to throw myself on the good sense 
and good feeling of the people, and abide a result which, I 

firmly believe, will eventually be triumphant.'' 

Having concluded the foregoing prelhninary ob
servations, I will now very shortly proceed to sub1nit 
to your Lordship, not 1ny remarks respecting the late 
resolutions of the Imperial Parlia1nent, for as they 
have passed it is useless no'v to discuss the1n, but 1ny 
humble opinion of the course which should hencefor
\Vard be adopted. I therefore 1·espectfully recom-
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1nend Her l\Iajesty's Government to fra1ne their futute 
policy upon two unalterable determinations. 

l. NoLuMus LEGES ANGLIJE MUTARI. 

2. WE WILL NOT RETAIN POSSESSION OF THE 

CANADAS BY FORCE OF ARMS. 

[I mean by this-
1. We will not mutilate the British Constitution in our Colonies 

by concessions to Democracy. 
2. Let us govern by moral power, and not by military force; (i. e. 

" Let's clap the padlock" on the affections of the people.)] 

l\Iy Lord, I have no hesitation in saying, that if 
these two 1naxims are 1nildly but fil'mly 1naintained, 
truth, reason, and justice will overpower the factious 

• opposition that is now offered to us, and that a 
splendid moral triumph will be the re ult. 

l\Iuch n1ight be 'vritten on this ubject, but with 
the volun1inous details 'vhich are already before the 
Governnwnt, I feel that the deliberate result of n1y 
opinion will be less trou1Jlesome to your Lordship 
than a statement of the 1ninute argun1ents on which 
it has been founded. 

The servants of the Crown in Lower Canada 
ought, I conceive, to be i1nmediately and for ever 
1nade independent of the House of A"'sembly, by an 
act of the Imperial Parlian1ent. 

I have, &c. 
P. B. 1-IEAD. 

,.fhe above official opinions, like all which I have 
hmnbly offered, were clee1ned unworthy to be laid 
before the l1nperial Parlia1nent. The British Con_ 
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stitution in our colonies- was weakened again by 

concessions, and then, to prevent its falling, it lvas 

found necessary to support it by force of bayonets. 

No. 112. 

Uppe1· Canada, Toronto, 8tlt October, 1837. 
Mv LoRD, 

I have the honour to submit to your Lordship 

sundry documents, as per Schedule, respecting the 

case of Jesse Happy, a fugitive slave, who has been 

demanded frmn 1ne by the Governor of the Cmn

n1onwealth of Kentucky on a charge of horse 

stealing. 
Your Lordship will perceive the reasons for which, 

by the advice of my Executive Council, I declined to 

deliver up this man, who continues a prisoner in 
Hamilton Gaol, until he should have had time to 

procure affidavits of the facts set forth in the various 

petitions I have received in his behalf. 
Your Lordship will also perceive it js by the 

advice of the Council that I nolv respectfully beg 

leave to draw the attention of her 1\Iajesty's Govern

nlent to this case as a matter of general policy. 
I believe no one is disposed to deny that the 

Canadas, as well as the United States, are n1uch 

benefited by that portion of the provincial statute 

which, for the general purification of society, 

encourages each to clailn frmn the other persons 

guilty of felony. 
To this arrangement I have invariably given all 
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the assistance in 1ny power; and in a late jn tance, 
although very great exertions were made to induce 
me to refuse to surrender a man demanded by the 
authorities of New York, on a charge of having 
robbed the Rochester Bank, yet, in spite of the 
arguments and reco1n1nendations in his favour, I 
gave hi1n up, and have since learned that he has 
confessed his guilt. 

I have also to infonn your Lordship that in a case 

which was brought before me only a few days pre
vious to that which is the subject of this cominuni
cation, I insisted on giving up to the Governor of the 
C01nmonwealth of Kentucky a slave who, in order 
to effect his escape, had been guilty of stealing his 
n1aster's horse. I subn1it to your Lordship a copy 
of a petition I received in this n1an's favour, with my 
reply thereto, and have to infonn your Lordship 
that the under-sheriff was attacked in endeavouring 
to carry my orders into effect; that two men were 
killed and others wounded in the affray, which ended 

in the escape of the prisoner, which is nmv the sub

ject of judicial investigation. 
I 1nention these facts to satisfy your Lordship that 

I mn by no m ans desirous that this province should 
bec01ne an asylum for the guilty of any colour: at 
the same time the documents suln11ittecl with this 
despatch will I conceive sho"r that . the subject of 
giving up fugitive slaves to th authorities of the 
adjoining repuulican states is one respecting which 
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it is highly desirable I should receive from her 
l\Iajesty's Government specific instructions. 

It is quite true, that if a white Inan who has 
stolen a horse frmn the Commonwealth of Ken
tucky cmnes ·with it, or without it, to this province 
he is by the statute I have alluded to liable to be 
given up on demand to the neighbouring authorities; 
and it certain! y does seen1 to follo'v that a black 
umn ought not to expect, because our laws grant 
hi1n personal fi·eedom, that he should n1oreover 
clai1n from thern emancipation frmn trial for crimes 
for which even British-born subjects 'vould be held 
responsible. Yet on the other hand it 1nay be 
argued that a slave escaping from bondage on his 
n1aster's horse is a vicious struggle between two 
guilty parties, of which the slave-owner is not only 
the aggressor, but the blackest crimiual of the two. 
It is the case of the dealer in hu1nan flesh versus 

the stealer of horse-flesh; and it 1nay be argued 
that, if the British Governrnent does not feel itself 
authorized to pass judg1nent on the plaintiff, neither 
should it on the defendant. 

The clothes and even the n1anacles of a slave are 
undeniably the property of his 1naster, and it n1ay 
be argued, that it is as much a theft in the slave 
'valking fron1 slavery to liberty in his Inaster's shoes 
as riding on his Inaster's horse; and yet surely a 
slave breaking out of his In aster's house is not 
guilty of the same bllrglary which a thief would 
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cmnmit 'vho should force the sa1ne locks and bolts 
in order to break in ! 

Besides these observations on the general principle 
of the Ineasure, the objections urged to its practice 
are as follows :-

It is alleged, that after a slave surrendered by the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada has been tried 
in the United States, and acquitted of the offence 
laid to his charge, he is sure to be taken back to 
slavery by his old n1aster; and that, to obtain this 
object, it is notorious that false affidavits can always 
be obtained, in a slave state, against any runaway 
slave. It is therefore argued, that giving up a slave 
for trial to the American laws, i , in fact, giving him 
back to hi3 former n1aster ; and, therefore, that until 
the republican authorities can separate trial from such 
unjust punishment, that, however 'villing we 1nay be 
to give up a 1nan to the former, we are justified in 
refu ing to deliver hin1 up to the latter, unless suffi
cient security be entered into in this province, that the 
person delivered up for trial shall be brought back to 
Upper Canada as soon as his trial or the punishment 
awarded by it shall be concluded. 

It is argued, that the republican states have no 
right, under the pretext of any human treaty, to clain1 
from the British Governtnent, which does not recog
nise slavery, beings who by slave-law are not 
recognised as men, and who actually existed as brute 
beasts in moral darkness, until on reaching British 
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soil they suddenly heard, for the first time in their 
lives, the sacred 1vords, "Let there be light, and there 
'vas light!" Frmn that mmnent it is argued they 
were created men, and if this be true, it is said they 
cannot be held responsible for conduct prior to their 
existence. 

I-Iaving now furnished your Lordship with the 
principal arguments which are used against the course 
I n1yself have adopted in one slave-case, and have only 
hesitated to adopt in another, I beg leave respect
fully to recom1nend that instructions on the subject 
may without delay be transn1itted to the Lieute
nant-Governor of this province. 

I have, &c. 

F. B. l-lEAD. 

Tlzi1·d lJfemorandum on tlze Political State of tlze 
Canadas. 

l\Iv LoRD, 
Toronto, 18th Novembe1·, 1837. 

Being Eensible that your Lordship \:rill be desirous 
to receive authentic information not only of the gene
ral ~tate of afrairs in the Canadas, but of the particular 
coune of policy which is being pursued in each of 
the provinces, I hare the honour to enc1ofe to your 
Lonlship a copy of a second letter, which has been 
ex preEsly despatched to n1e 1Jy Sir John CoJborne, 
with a copy of my reply thereto. 

These letters, short und fmniliar as they are, contain 



205 

a moral of considerable importance, for they indis
putably shew that the Canadas are each acting on a 
principle dimnetricall y oppo ed to the other-the 
Lower Province centripetally drawing to itself as 
IntH'h 1nilitary force as it can collect; the Upper 
Province centrifugally discarding every British sol
dier from its territory. 

l\Iy Lord, it is I conceive undeniable, that fot· 
1nany years 1\Ir. Papineau has been labouring to 
separate the Canadas frmn the n1other-country. To 
effect this object by force he has been perfectly sen
sible would be ilnpo sible ; he has, therefore, been 
endeavouring to attain it by means which n1ay ahnost 
be termed con titutional, namely, by seeking the 
intervention and authority of the l1nperial Parlia
Incnt. 

For this purpose, a 1nember of the I-Iouse of Cmu
mons (Mr. H.oebuck) has been paid by the House of 
Asse1nbly of Lower Canada to expatiate on griev
ances, and to declare at all ti1nes and in all places to 
those 'vho have no personal acquaintance with the 
Canadas, that the people there are 'restless, dissatis-
fied, yearning fo'J' 'l'epublican institutions, and that, 
unless the neve'r-ending, still-beginning concessions 
they 'J'equire are granted, another Ame1·ican war 
'JJ'Lust be tlze 'J'esult. 

In order to corroborate these vague statements by 
evidence, 1\Ir. Papineau's policy has been to involve 
each succeeding Governo1· in a quarrel with the 
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House of Assetnbly, to keep up an endless 'var be
tween the two Houses of the Legislature, as well as 
between the Assembly and the Executive Council. 
Besides this, in order to create discontent an10ng the 
people, all great improvements have been discounte
nanced, ilnmigration has been taxed, and every arti
fice has been resorted to, practically, to convince the1n 
that there really must exist something in the manage
nlent or rather 1nismanagement of their country, 

which required "refor1n." 
While lVfr. Papineau 'vas himself working out this 

revolutionary formula in Lower Canada, he ·well 
knew it would be absolutely necessary he should pro
mote a conspiracy in the Upper Province-accord
ingly lV[r. Joseph 1-Imne was selected to echo lVIr. 
Roebuck's complaints in the House of Com1nons, 
while 1\fr. Bid well was to be the mi1nic in Upper 
Canada of Mr. Papineau himself. 

By pointing out grievances with one hand, and pre
venting thl3ir correction by the other, a small repub
lican party in this province n1anaged to create 
diRcontent, and gradually to obtain a majority in the 
House of Assembly; and the revenue of the province 
being thus at their disposal, they availed themselves 
of every possible opportunity to pay and employ 
those only who, by dis~eminating falsehood, would 
create discontent. 

Under this 1nalign influence people in the re1note 
districts conceived that every difficulty they met in 
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the baclnvoods proceeded from the British Govern
ment; and as it was invariably stated to the1n that if 
they were under a republic they would instantly be 
relieved, they had every possible tmnptation to revolt. 
The republican agents had the po,ver of 'vorming 
their 'vay to these poor people by paths, on which it 
\Vas believed nothing proceeding frmu the Govern
ment could be n1ade to travel : the rebel party fancy
ing therefore that the ignorance in which theit· vic
tiins ·were involved could not be dispelled, openly 
boasted of their triun1ph, and in the House of As
smnbly instantly evinced the nwst treasonable dispo
sition. 

lVIy Lord, affairs lvere in this state: the House of 
Assembly of Lower Canada had published their 
ninety-two resolutions; the Assmnbly of this province 
(although they pretended to have attaclunent to the 
1nother-country) were advocating an Executive Coun
cil responsible to the people, an elective Legislative 
Council, and were openly insulting the Executive, 
when I arrived in this province. And yet 'vith all 
these advantages lVfr. Papineau knew perfeetly well 
that the day had not arrived for attempting to carry 
his object by jo1·ce; with every (lesire to do so, HE 

wAS AFRAID: in short he kne'v <p1itc well that, though 
the dis~en1ination of his poison had sickened loyalty, 
it was not yet dead ! 

The result of the exertions which I hmnhly nmde 
proved the accuracy of his judgment. 
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By addressing the people in homely language I re· 
vived the loyal spirit in Upper Canada, and by 
resorting to reason instead of military force, I beca1ne 
at last enabled by the assistance of the former to dis
Iniss the latter from the province. 

I 1nention these facts to your Lordship for the pur· 
pose of showing the im policy of our now allowing 
1\'Ir. Papineau to enjoy the triumph of n1aking it 
appear that we retain possession of the Lower P1·ovince 
only by force of arms. 

If Lower Cana(la were to be governed by reason 
instead of by force, I beg leave to ask how could it 
possibly separate itself from the British Empire? 

If the Republicans of the two provinces, united, 
·were afraid to attempt it, what chance has one to attain 
it, now that its comrade has turned against it ? 
Suppose that by a coup-de·rnain l\1r. Papineau could 
gain forcible possession of Montreal and of the fortress 
of Quebec, what could they be worth to him but a 
hen1pen neck-cloth ? "\Vould the British population 
be annihilated ? vVould there be no reaction ? \Vould 
Upper Canada submit to a republic between it and 
the ocean ? I can assure your Lordship that l\Ir. 
Papineau's cl01ninion, like his life, would hang only 
by a thread. Between the British navy on the one 
side, and the brave Inilitia of Upper Canada and of 
New Brunswick on the other, he 'vould find hi1nself 
a wild elephant between two tame ones. 

It 1nay appear strange that l\1r. Papineau, whose 
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abilities have been proved by the demoralization they 
have effected, should at this nloinent be occupying a 
po ition so completely untenable; but the fact is, he 
tritunphs by the weakness of our conduct, and though 
he is in reality a ruined man, yet he has Inanagecl by 
impudence and artifice to gain the very darling object 
he has for so many years ardently been striving for: 
in hort, he ha sum1noned eight British regi1nents 
into his province not to fight, but to be quoted in the 
I-Iouse of Conunons as undeniable evidence that we 
require 1nilitary force to retain possession of that 
country. 

l\fy Lord, although I cannot deny the fact of the 
pre ence of the troops, yet I do respectfully submit to 
your Lordship, that 1\Ir. Papineau ha Inanaged to 
obtain the1n by illegitimate Ineans and by false 
pretences. 

The force at present in Lower Canada i~ unneces
sary; but we have had recourse to it fr01n the same 
unfortunate aberration that has hitherto induced us 
not only to subn1it to 1\Ir. Papineau's insults, but to 
bow before then1 in proportion to the insolence with 
which they have been inflicted. Fron1 the extreme 
of submission we have suddenly flown to the .extre1ne 
of anger; and influenced in both instances by ou1· 
pa sions, Reason and Justice, ·which in govermnent 
are invincible, have passed unheeded. 

It is now late in the day to repent of our policy; 
p 

-------
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l)ut there is yet tin1e not only to confess, but to cor .. 

rect the errors we have been guilty of. 
l\1y Lord, I respectfully recomn1end her 1\lajesty's 

Govern1nent immediately to abstract all the troops 
from Lower Canada excepting those necessary to 

garrison Quebec and Montreal. 
As soon as the political atmosphere shall be thus 

purified, let lHr. Papineau, if he dare, attack the 
Queen's Governn1ent, and the British population of 
our North American Colonies; let him, if he dare, 
take forcible possession of the Lower Province. 

Instead of encouraging the loyal inhabitants of 
hoth provinces ignmniniously to lean upon our troops, 
let us allow them to fight if necessary for thernsel ves, 
for their fa1nilies, and for their liberties ; and if this 
policy be n1ildly but firmly pursued, the civilized 
world will cheer us in our path, and, as I have 
before ventured to assure your Lordship, a brilliant 

1noral victory will be the result. 

I have, &c. 
F. B. HEAD. 

P.S. Since writing the above, I have just received 
fron1 an officer sent expressly to me frmn l\1ontreal 
lJy Sir John Coluorne, a letter urging n1e to de
spatch to Lower Canada some companies of our 
n1ilitia for five months' service, as Sir John observes, 
"If we do not inunediately take active measu;·es to 
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a1·m and m·ganize our ji-iends, the p1·ovince will be 
lost." 

I have the honour to enclo e a copy of Sir John 
Colborne's connnunication, ·with my reply thereto, 
'vhich ·will explain to your Lordship the reasons 
which, in my opinion, forbid 1ne at present to comply 
·with his reque t. 

Notwithstanding the state of the Lower Province 
as reported to 1ne by the officer commanding the 
forces, I ren1ain still of the opinion already expressed 
in this despatch, nan1ely, that her 1\Iajesty's Govern
ment should iininediately abstract all the troops fi·01n 
Lower Canada, excepting those necessary to garri on 
QueLec and 1\:Iontreal. 

I atn perfectly ensible that this recon1n1endation 
will appear extraordinary to your Lord 'hip, when 
contrasted with the pressing exigencies of Sir John 
ColLorne. I will, therefore, endeavour to explain 
opinions ·which I eau assure your Lordship I have 
not the slighte t desire to advocate. 

If 1\fr. Papineau and his followers were a foreig;~ 
enemy, it ·would be desirable that the party which 
possessed the greatest quantity of physical strength 
should predominate : but the French habitans of 
LO\ver Canada are as nmch her 1\lajesty's subjects as 
the British troops, and in the present state of the 
civilised world, I do n1aintain that a civil war n1ust 
henceforward be a n1oral one; and that victory will 
eventually declare itself in favour of n1oral and not 

P2 
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of physical preponderance. The peace, welfare, and 

stability of society depend upon the 1naintenance of 

this principle; and such is the rnOJnenturn of public 

opinion, that I feel confident no power on earth can 

now-a-days prevail which atte1npts to 'vithstand it. 

I sub1nit to your Lordship, that no govern1nent is 

justified in attacking its own citizens until it has 

previously gone through the forn1s of endeavouring 

to govern the1n by finnness and reason. A govern

nient need not be firm, nor need it be reasonable, but 

the fatal consequence of its being neither one nor the 

other is) that it exists in an unfit state suddenly to 

put down rebellion by force; for what is despotisn1 

but gove'rnrnent !J·ans 'reason? 
l\Iy Lord, I say nothing against the unfortunate 

by-gone systen1 of conciliation which has hitherto heen 

adopted in Lower Canada-! ·will even adn1it, for 

argun1ent' s sake, that the Goven11nent was 'right to 

try the experiment,-but I respectfully 1naintain that 

it is not justified in flying fi'mn it to the opposite 

extren1e without having had recourse to the n1iddle 

regin1en I have described. But it is argued that the 

British population is in actual danger, that the Lower 

Province " will Le lost" unless we have im1nediate 

recourse to physical force, and, consequently, that it 

is now too late to philosophise on the subject. I 

conceive that the argu1nent is the san1e as if a man ·who 

had cmnn1enced to build his house on a bog were to in

sist on continuing it because he had already c01npleted 
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its first story. It is true the rmnoval of the build
ing would be mortifying and expensive, but, if it 
were impossible for it to stand, the sooner it '\Vere 
abandoned the better. 

l\'ly Lord, I conceive that no quantity of British 
troops would he sufficient to put down agitation in 
Lower Canada, or even to protect every person in 
that province from open violence. Tl1e cumbersome 
attmnpt on our part to do all this by soldiers vvould 
appear to the world a series of aggressions, which 
would sooner or later excite sy1npathy in favour of 
l\Ir. Papineau and his adherents. 

On the other hand, if, sheathing the sword, we were 
at once to place ourselves on the defensive, and 
openly await the very evils 1ve are now trying to 
avert, 1\Ir. Papineau would then be driven either to 
give up agitation or to become the agg,ressor, in 
·which latter case we (I mean the British population 
of the North American colonies) should instantly 
gain in moral power infinitely more than \Ve hacllaid 
aside in n1ilitary force. 

I submit to your Lordship, that in military strength 
1\Ir. Papineau has no chance whatever of successfully 
contending against the British empire. IJet us, 
therefore, equally be his superior in that moral power 
by which our pos ession and protection of the Cana
das must eventually be decided. 

F. B. H. 

The foregoing opinions (which by her 1\Iajesty's 
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government were not deemed worthy to be included 
among those sub1nitted to the Imperial Parliament) 
clearly show that I had totally failed to foresee the 
invasion of our colonies by our A1nerican allieH. I 
own, however (and the confession should shame them), 
that it never entered into 1ny heart for a n1oment to 
conceive that, while A1nerican friendship was stand
ing sn1iling at our side, its hand was only waiting 
until we faced our difficulties to stab us in the back ! 
" Experience," they say "1nakes 1nen wise," but 
1vhere in the page of the history of ci vilisecl nations 
was such experience to be learned? It is recorded 
for the first time ; and I hmnbly subn1it that I mn 
n1uch less deserving of blan1e for not having antici
pated this attack than is the British nation, who, al
though the event has actually happened, can scarcely 
even now, by argument or facts, be persuaded to 
believe what the conduct of tl1e A1nerican authorities 

has been. 
To repel this unprecedented attack of faithless friends 

the whole energies of the British En1pire should, if ne
cessary, be directed, just as they should be directed to 
repel an invasion of our colonies by the power of 
France or Russia. But, leaving this unnatural contin
gency out of the question, and returning to the do
mestic govenunent of our North Au1erican colonies, I 
beg leave to say that, barring foreign invasion, I n1ost 
unalterably adhere to the opinions expressed in the 
foregoing despatch: for I ·well know that I speak the 
sentilnents of the British population of our North Am~-
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rican colonie , 'vhen I say tl1at if, instead of sending out 
seven-and-twenty regiments, her l\1ajesty's Govern
ment would send out only one 111an, who, standing alone 
a1nong them, would promise the people that, while 
he lived, the institutions of our en1pire should never be 
changed, a universal British cheer would resound 
throughout our colonies, and " Reports" of alleged 
grievances would be heard of no n1ore. When the 
people of Upper Canada were appealed to, did they 
not strictly fulfil the prophecy by re. ponding to the 
call? And is it not an historical fact, that the brave 
inhabitants of New Brunswick, with their Lieutenant
Governor at their head, stood not only ready, but 
earnestly wishing to be called? Grievances ! Sepa
ration from the mother country ! l-Iati·ed to British 
institutions ! Natural attach1nent to democracy ! 
Com1nissions of Inquiry, one after another, 1nay in 
our colonies no doubt collect cmnplaint ·in detail, j u t 
as they would be collected fi·on1 every regi1nent and 
every line-of-battle ship in our service, were we to pay 
people for searching for them; but, let the enen1y ap
pear, let the Briti h colours be hauled up, and let our 
people but see the foe who unjustifiably advances to 
deprive them of their liberties, and in one moment 
all cmnplaints are forgotten ! 

The following despatch affords another sad 
example of the endless e1nbarrassments which 
the Lieutenant-Governors of our provinces .., uffer 
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frmn ·the eaves-dropping systmn of our Colonial 

Office. 

No. 127. 

Uppe1· Canada, 27th Nov., 1837. 

Mv LoRD, 
I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship a 

pa1nphlet entitled" the Correspondence of the Honour
able William J\!Iorris with the Colonial Office as 
the delegate from the P1·etJ·bytm·ian body in Canada." 

I have also the honour to transrr~it a copy of a com
munication which, in consequence of the above 
f1Jh1ication, I directed n1y civil secretary to address 
to the 1\'Ioderator of the Synod. 

Your Lordship will, frorn the above document, per
ceive the inconvenience which has arisen from allow
ing "a delegate" from this province the entire perusal 
in Downing-street of a despatch which it is left to 
1ny judgment to determine whether the whole or a 
part only should be published in Upper Canada. 

With respect to the inte1nperate, uncalled-for lan
guage contained in the pamphlet, I have only to re
quest that your Lordship will be so good as to cmn
pare it with the accusations lately n1ade against the 
Attorney-General of this province, fron1 the effects of 
which that officer as 'vell as her 1\:Iajesty's Solicitor 
General are still suffering. 

I have, &c. 
F. B. HEAD. 
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Is there another public office in the state-in the 
world-which would permit its conditional or di cre
tional orders to its confidential servants to be thus 
perused, while fqe matters ·were still pending, by in
terested or hostile individua1s, whose known purpose 
was to thwart thmn ? 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Three ultimate causes of my Resignation-I. Dismissal of Judge Ri
dout-Order from His Majesty's Government for his Restoration-
2. Appointments of Attorney and Solicitor General arrested by 
his Majesty's Government-3. Reasons for not elevating Ex-Speaker 
Bidwell to the Bench-His Majesty's Government communicate 
their desires for his Elevation-My refusal to obey their Orders
The Republican Party unmask themselves and attack Toronto
Despatch to His Majesty's Government-Important Moral in it 
suppressed. 

THE following despatches will speak for themselves. 
No preliminary observations are necessary, as the dates 
will sufficiently explain that, in consequence of the 
rebellion which had already broken out in Lower 
Canada, a corresponding insurrection was naturally to 

... be expected in the Upper Province, and, consequently, 
that it ·was rrwre than ever politic that I should give 
encouragement to the loyal, and discouragement to 
that party ·who were on the very eve of a rebellion. 

If I had been governing by force of arms, they 
·would have been sufficient; but, having yielded to 
the Lower Province I-Ier l\Iajesty's troops, I had 
nothing left to support 1ne but a strict adherence to 
that plain Inoral rule which bids all nations, as well 
as all individuals, keep up a just djstinction between 
their enemies and their friends. 
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No. 72. 
(coPY.) 

Toronto, Uppe1· Canada, 12th Sept., 1836. 
MY LoRD, 

I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship 
the accompanying Ineinorial frmn lVIr. George Ridout, 
co1nplaining that he has experienced unjust treatn1ent 
frmn n1e. 

The facts attending this gentleman's dis1nissal from 
his situations of Judge of the District Court ofNiagara, 
of Justice of the Peace, and of Colonel of l\1ilitia, are 
shortly as follows :-

On the 27th 1\'larch last, l\1r. Georcre Ridout, head
ing the deputation, read that addre ·s to me frmn 
a l)ublic n1eeting held at the City Hall, by Dr. 
O'Grady (the editor of the Correspondent and 

Advocate) and others which I forwarded to your 
Lordship on the 6th of April last, in 1ny despatch 
No. 24. 

Shortly afterwards l\1r. Ridout 1nade a declaration 
which beca1ne the subject of general conversation, 
that, in the event of his being dis1nissed by 1ne frmu 
office, '' I should desm·ve to be ta1·1·ed and feathm·ed, 

and that !te would lend a hand to do so." 
In one of the public offices in Toronto he declared 

that we n1ust or hould now have " war to the knife." 

1\'lr. George Ridout was a frequent attendant as 
well as speaker at the Constitutional Reform Society, 
frmn which was widely circulated a printed address 
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signed by Dr. Baldwin, of which the following is an 
extract:-

HIt is our duty solemnly to assure you, that the conduct 
of Sir Francis Bond !-lead has been alike a disregard of 
Constitutional Government, and of candour and truth in his 
statements." 

Mr. Ridout declares he is not a nwmbe1· of this 
society, yet frmn his frequent attendance and speak
ing at the meetings of this society, before as well as 
after it had, for mere electioneering purposes, changed 
its na1ne (only a few weeks ago) fron1 the " Alliance" 
to the " Constitutional Reforn1 Society," I felt I had 
a right to consider him as an active mmnber. 

Previous, however, to declaring hin1 to be such, 
I took the precaution of obtaining a legal opinion on 
the subject, which was that l\1r. G. Riclout n1ost de
cidedly did appear to be an active me1nber of the said 
Society. 

It is perfectly true that old 1\Ir. Ridout was a loyal, 
gentlemanlike, and estimable 1nan, and it was frmn a 
benevolent desire to reclain1 1\Ir. G. Ridout, his son, 
frmn radical principles, that the situations he held 
·were successively heaped upon hi1n by Sir Peregrine 
Maitland and by Sir J. Col borne; but the nwre he ·was 
favoured the more violent he becmne, and when, as a 
judge and colonel of militia, he talked about tarring 
and feathering the King's representative, I considered 
it was n1y duty to infonn hhn that his lVIajesty had 
no further occasion for his services. 



221 

I 1nay add that, shortly after 1ny arrival here, I 
1nyself took a great deal of trouble to endeavour to 

reclaim 1\Ir. Gcorge Ridout, and kindly to persuade 
hin1 of his errors, but in vain. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) F. B. HEAD. 

The Petition of George Ridout, of the city of Toronto, 

in Upper Canada, Barrister-at- La,,., 

She\veth, 

That your petitioner, a native of Canada, and son of the 

late Honourable Thomas Ridout, Surveyor-General, was 
appointed a Lieutenant in the Militia by the late J\Iajor

General Sir Isaac Brock, a name ever dear to this pro
vince, and with whom he was present at the battle of Qneen
ston. 

By the ordinary progressive steps, and a service of more 
than seventeen years, your Petitioner rose to the rank 

of Colonel of the 2nd Regiment East York :Militia, in 

the room of the Honourable John B. Robinson, appointed 

to fill the high office of Chief Justice of this colony in 
1830. 

That your Petitioner's appointment to the honourable, 

though not lucrative situation, of Judge of the Niagara 

District Court, was conferred upon him, in 1828, by Sir 

Peregrine Maitland, late Lieutenant-Governor of this pro
vince. 

During the administration of his successor, Sit· J olm 

Colborne, your Petitioner discharged the duties of these si~ 

tuations, so much to the satisfaction of that officer, that he 
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·was appointed a Justice of the Peace for the Niagara district. 

That your Petitioner was treated with kind consideration 

both by Sir Peregrine Maitland and by Sir John Colborne, 

though he voted for gentlemen who were deemed the Re~ 

form candidates. 
That thus in practice, as well as by the King's instructions, 

your Petitioner found the principle recognised, that every elec

tor has a right to exercise his own judgment, without fear or 

apprehension, and to indulge in such political opinions as 

are consistent with his duty to his King and country, with

out fear of proscription. 
Aware also of the unrestricted liberty he had enjoyed un

der the government of Sir P. l\faitland and Sir John Col

borne, he hesitated not to follow the course he had hitherto 
pursued; and at the late election for this city gave his vote, 

for the second time, in favour of his brother-in-law, the late 

member, and a Reformer, as he believe·, in the spirit of 

Lord Goderich's despatch, and to that only. 
The election for the city of Toronto closed on the 23rd 

June last; but no intimation of the intention of Sir Francis 

B. Head to punish your Petitioner for his vote reached him 

until the 15th July, after the result of all the elections had 

been ascertained; and the time chosen for making this com

munication was, when your Petitioner was in the discharge 
of his duty as Judge of the Court at Niagara, although his 

residence is at Toronto. 
The reasons assigned for your Petitioner's dismissal from 

the various honourable situations he held are totally with

out foundation, as will plainly appear from the correspond

ence behveen your Petitioner and the private secretary of 

his Excellency, Sir Francis Bonu Heau. That this may 

admit of no doubt, your Petitioner submits the evidence 
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hereto annexed.* Your Petitioner respectfully refers 
the same papers, hereto annexed, shewing the unavailable 
exertions he made to procure redress from Sir F. B. Head, 
for the injustice suffered, and the necessity imposed upon 
him of appealing for that redress to his :Majesty's Govern
ment. 

Your Petitioner feels the injustice done him the more 
sensibly, not only becau e he has been punished, although not 
guilty of the charges alleged to him; but per ons who took 
an acti\·e part as members of th societies alluded to, have 
been permitted to do so with impunity; whilst others 
holding 1 ucrative and important situations under Govern
ment, clerks in offices, and even messenger , in defiance of the 
King's instruction , have attended the poll from Riding to 
Riding, during the late elections ; and they used every ex
ertion, even to intimidation, in order to obtain votes for the 
candidates known, or supposed to be acceptable, to Sir F. 
B. Head. 

If the inhabitants of this most important province are to 

* N.B.-The papers appended to this petition are 
I. Communication from Mr. Joseph. 
2. Mr. G. Rid out to Mr. J oseph. 
3. Colonel Coffin to Mr. Ridout. 
4. Mr. Ridout to Colonel Coffin. 
5. Mr. Ridout to Colonel Coffin, demanding a Court Martial. 
6. Colonel Coffin to Mr. Ridout. 
7. Petition to Sir F. B. Heacl. 
8. Certificate, that G. Ridout opposed the formation of the Society, 

under the principles that Mr. M'Kenzie had moved. Signed 
by Dr. Morrison. 

9. Certificate, that George Ridout does not belong to the So
eiety. 

10. Minute from Osgoode Hall Law Society, that George Ridout 
was appointed treasurer for 1830. 
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adopt a new line of conduct for every successive Governor 
that may be ordered out, whose views may differ from each 
other as to the interpretation of the King's instructions; if 
proscription is to follow acts previously deemed not only 
harmless, but constitutional, and even entitled to favour, 
because a new Governor adopts a policy diametrically op
posite to that of his predecessor-then must the situation 
of the honest inhabitants of Upper Canada be deplorable 
indeed. The natural consequence must be, that men ac· 
customed to the equal and steady application of known 
rules and laws, and to the mild sway of the British Govern
ment, ·will abandon the country, and the emigrant will avoid 

so frightful a tyranny. 
Convinced that your Lordship will not sanction injustice, 

- nor permit any man, however exalted in station, to use the 
power delegated to him for the use of his Majesty's subjects, 
to be exercised in their oppression, I appeal, with the utmost 
confidence, from the decision of Sir Francis B. Head to 
the justice of his Majesty's Government, for such redress as 
a gentleman of unblemished honour, and a loyal British 

subject, has a right to expect. 
All which is humbly submitted. 

(Signed) GEORGE RIDOUT. 

Toronto, Upper Canada, 12th August, 1836. 

Government House, 12th July, 1836. 

SIR, 
I am commanded by the Lieutenant-Governor to call 

your attention to the enclose<.l printed address, which has 
lately been widely circulated by, and- " on behalf of a'' so
ciety, of which it appears you are an active member. 

The Lieutenant-Governor desires me to observe, that the 
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language cont ainell in this address has hitherto remained 
unnoticed by l!im, only from his determination not to inter
fere with that. public verdict which he felt confident the 
country would clearly expt·ess. But as tlte elections a1·e 
now over, his Excelleney considers that in order to maintain 
the happy constitution of this province inviolate, it is ab
l:iOlutely uecessary, in obedience to the King's instructions, 
that no person should be permitted to retain any office of 
trust or confidence under the British Government, who at
tempts (however unsuccessfully) to insult the Lieutenant
Governor of the province by language such as is contained 
in your society's address. His Excellency, therefore, 
deems it his painful duty to direct me to inform you that 
his Majesty has no further occasion for your services as 
J udgc of the Niagara District Court, and Justice of the 
Peace. 

I have, &c. 
George Riclout, Esq., Toronto. 

(Signed) J. JosEPH. 
(COPY.) 

Tlte Constitutional Riforrn Society of Upper Canada 
to tltei'rfellow Reformers. 

'fhe difference between Sir Francis Bond Head and 
the House of Assembly, growing out of the resignation of 
the hte Executive Council, has led to a di solution of Par
liament. The unanimous representation of the late Exe
cutive Council, severally signed by the Honourable Peter 
Robinson, the Honourable G. 1-I. 1\Iarkland, Ilonourable 
Jose ph \,Yells, Honourable J. H. Dunn, and Robert Bald
win and John Rolph, Esqrs., we declare to be moderate, 
just, and constitutional. The refusal of Sir F. B. Head to 
allow the Executive Council to discharge the duties ob-

Q 
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viously belonging to their office, and imposed by their oath, 
of advising the Lieutenant-GoYernor upon our public affairs, 

preparatory to his final and discretionary action upon those 

affairs, betrays a disposition, as a stranger, to conduct the 

government in an arbitrary, unsafe, and unconstitutional 

manner, which the !-louse of Assembly, unless traitors to us, 

could not sanction or grant supplies to uphold. 
The fifty-seven rectories could not by law have been esta

blished without the advice and consent of the Executive 

Council of the province ; and their recent establishment and 

endowment, '\Yith their exclusive ecclesiastical rights and 

privileges, is a practical and melancholy proof of the indis

pensable necessity of a good and honest Executive Council, 

alike possessing the confidence of the King and the people. 

It is our duty solemnly to assure you that the conduct of 

Sir Francis Bond Head has been alike a disregard of con

stitutional goyernment, and of candour and truth in his 

statements to you. We therefore appeal to you mm~t ear

nestly not to abandon your faithful representatives at the 

approaching contest, but by your manly conduct prove your

selves worthy of good gm'ernment and honest public serrants. 

(Signed) 

(COPY) 

SIR, 

W. W. BALDWIN, President. 

Adjutant-General's Office, 
Toronto, July 20, 1836. 

'\1\'ith reference to the communication which has beerA 

made to you this day by Mr. Secretary J oseph, I am com

manded by his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor to 

acquaint you, that for the reasons assigned in that commu-
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nication, his 1\I aje ty bas no farther occa . ion for your services 
as Colonel of the Second Regiment East York Militia. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient ervant, 

(Signed) N. COFFIN, 
Adjutant-General of ·Militia, Upper Canada. 

To Gem·gc Ridout, Esq. 

(COPY.) 

SIR, 

(Signed) N. CoFFIN, 
Adjutant-General of Militia, Upper Canada. 

Toronto, July 14, 1836. 

Whilst in the discharge of my duty as a public officer at 
Niagara, yesterday, I had the honour of receiving your 
letter of the 12th inst., communicating to me that for 
reasons assigned by Mr. Joseph, his Majesty had no fur
ther occasion for my services as Colonel of the 2nd Regi· 
ment of East York Mili.tia. 

As I haye fully answered Mr. Joseph's communication, 
and I hope satisfactorily shown that there was no foundation 
for the reasons therein assigned, it will be unnecessary for 
1. e to add anything farther, than merely to remind you that 
among the dismissals, no allusion is made to the situation 
I held of acting Judge-Advocate on the approaching court
martial at Cobourg, and to beg of you to consider this a 
st~fficient notice of my resignation of that office. 

N. Coffin, 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) GEO}{GE RmouT. 

Adjutant-General of Militia. 

Q2 
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(COPY.) Toronto, 14tlt July, 1836. 

SIR, 
Not being aware that any act of mine could be construed 

into a sufficient juatification for the extraordinary step lately 

taken in dismissing me from the colonelcy of the second 
Regiment East York Militia, unless the vote for my brother
in-law can be considered a sufficient pretext, a privilege 

it is pretended that every elector has a right fearlessly 

and independently to exercise, I take the liberty of d~

manding a court-martial. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) GEORGE RrnouT. 

To Colonel Coffin, 
Adjutant General of Militia, &c. &c. &c. 

A true Copy. (Signed) N. CoFFIN, 

Adjutant General of Militia. 

(coPY.) 

Adjutant-Ge neutl' s 0 ffice, 
Toronto, July 20, 1836. 

SIR, 
I have had the honour to submit to his Excellency the 

Lieut-enant-Governor your letter of the 14th instant, which, 

I must observe, was only brought to my office by your clerk 

yesterday; and am commanded by his Excellency to in
form you, that as you are no longer an officer of Militia, 

it would be proper, in order to bring you to court-mar

tial, that you should be reinstated in the rank you formerly 

held, an arrangement which his Excellency declines to 

sanction. 
His Excellency deems it scarcely necessary to ob erve to 

you, that it was not for having voted for your brother-in-
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law that you were remoyed from the situations you held in 
his Majesty's service. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
&c. &c. &c. 

(Signed) N. CoFFIN, 
Adjutant-General of 1\tlilitia. 

A true Copy. (Signed) N. CoFFIN, 

Adjutant-General of Militia, Upper Canada. 

MEMORANDUM.-The original letter, of which this is a 

copy, was, by his Excellency's commands, returned to the 
writer the day after its receipt. 

J, JOSEPH. 

To1·onto, 27th July, 1836. 

To His Excellrncy Sir F. B. Head, Knight, &c. &c. &c., 
and Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada. 

May it please Your Excellency, 

I have the honour to state for your information that I 
find by a letter addressed to me by the Adjutant-General 
of :Militia, that your Excellency refuses me a court-martial, 
but admits that I have not been remon•d from the situa
tions which I held in his Majesty's service for voting in 
favour of my brother-in-law at the late election. 

In bringing my case under the notice of his Majesty's 
Government it is material that the facts should be truly 
stated. I beg therefore to remind your Excc1lency that I 
am fully prepared to pro-re, as mentioned in a former com
m unicat1on, that the reasons assigned by your Excellency 
for depriring me of offce are totally '' ithout foundation. 
V\' hy should I hesitate to speak · the whole truth? Th<>y 
a.re altogethe1· untrue. 

The only otbcr reason 'rhich I c011ld think of was my 
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vote~ which your Excellency~ as appears from the Adjutant

General's letter.1 admits not to have been the case. The 
clear and undeniable inference therefore is, that, in as far 

as depends upon your Excellency, I am disgraced and 

turned out of office under false pretences~ and because it is 

your pleasure. 
Such a course of proceeding will not be approved of by 

my gracious Sovereign~ so just and tender in the exercise of 

his power, nor ·will his Majesty countenance oppression on 

the part of those to w horn he has delegated a portion of 

his authority, or suffer them, if guilty of injustice, to pass 

unpunished. 
It will scarcely be credited in the Hou5e of Commons, or 

by the British public, that a man, who has served '"'·ithout 

a view to reward during a bitter war, should be insultingly 

oppressed by one-a stranger to the province, as your 

Excellency is-a stranger to the services of many of its 
inhabitants-but clothed with a little brief authority, in

trusted to you by the Colonial Minister~ and listening to 

evil, irresponsible advisers, exercises that power in the 

violent reckless manner in which it has been directed 

against me. 
After discovering that the reasons assigned for my dis 

missal were untrue, and that there was no just ground for 

such a proceeding, the honourable course would have been 

to have restored me instantly to my offices, with such 

apologies for my wounded feelings as one gentleman owes 

to another whom he has unjustly aspersed. 
But as this has not been done I feel myself justified in 

stating to his Majesty's Government that I have been 

treated with the grossest injustice, without even the shadow 

of misconduct on my part, for the reasons assigned are 

totally without foundation. 
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If, however, even at this late period, your Excellency 

has any other reason than those given, which have been 

hitherto kept back, I am willing to allow them every 

weight; nor shall I attempt, when informed of their 

existence, to suppress or lessen their j u t influence with 

his Majesty's Government in the statement which I am 

about to forward. 

If no other reasons a1·e produced, I have a right to con

sider your Excellency's conduct to me inconsistent with 

your duty as the representative of my gracious Sovereign; 

and, as I .can expect no redress at your hands, it only 

remains for me to appeal to the justice of the Imperial 

Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) GEORGE RroouT. 

Toronto, l8tll August, 183G. 
SrR_, 

In compliance with established rule I now enclose to his 

Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor my memorial to Lord 

Glenelg, and pray that his Excellency will be pleaseJ to 

forward the same to his Lordship without delay. 

I take the liberty of stating, that by private conveyance 

I send to his Lordship a copy of the memorial now en

clo ed, and of the papers and evidence attached to it. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) GEoRGE RrnouT. 

To John J oseph, E~q., Civil Secretary 

to His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, &c. &c. &c. 

Home Disb·ict. uPPER CANADA. 

Alexander Stewart, of the city of Toronto, carpenter, 

maketh oath and saith, that he was present at a large 
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meeting held in the said city, about the month of January, 

m the year 1835, when William Lyon J\tl'Kenzie, Esq., 

proposed to form a political society, called the Alliance 

Society of Upper Canada, and at the same time submitted 

a series of resolutions for the adoption of the said society. 

That George Ridout, of the said city, barrister-at-law, was 

opposed to Mr. W. M 'Kenzie's resolutions, and opposed 

•he foundation of a society on the principles contained in 

those resolutions. 
This deponent further saitb, that he believes the said 

Gcorge Ridout has not, since the above-mentioned period, 

joined any political society in this province. 
(Signed) A. STEWART. 

s,..,-orn before me, at the city of Toronto, Upper Canada, 

the Fifteenth day of August, One Thousand Eight 

Hundred and Thirty-six. 

(Signeu) T. D. MoRRISON, 

Mayor. 

To WHOM IT MAY CoNCERN. 

The subscribers hereto, severally filling the offices attached 

to their respectiYe names in the Alliance Society of Upper 

Can ad a, do declare that Gcorge Rid out, of the city of 

Toronto, barrister-at-Jaw, did not, at any time since the 

orgauization of the said Eociety, become a mcmbcT tlLCTc~f. 

Dated this 12th day of A t1gust, 183G. 

(Signed) T. D. MoRRJ SON, President.* 

JonN J\I ' TNTosn, Vice Prcs. 

J OIJN E. TIMS, Sec. 

T. PARso:r-:s, Sec. 

* Tbiti certifkate, f1cm ft.>tll' of tl· c most "Violent n~dirals in Upper 

Can::1d3, cunning1J a' oids meeting 1l:c accusation against 1\1 r. Hid out, 

namely, that because he constantly altendcd and spoke at the meet

ings in question, he appeared to be an active member. 
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To wnoM IT MAY CoNcERN. 

The subscribers hereto, severally filling the situations 
attached to their respective names, in th0 Constitutional 
Reform Society of Upper Canada, do declare that George 
Ridout, of the city of Toronto, barrister-at-law, did not, at 
any time since the organization of the said society, become 
a member thereof. 

City o/ Tm·onto} 
to PVit. 

(Signed) W. \V. BALDWIN, Pre . 
FRANCTR Hn,cKs, Sec. 

J AMES LESLIE, Treas. 

UPPER CANADA. 

I, Thomas D. l\1orrison, Esq., Mayor of the city of 
Toronto, do hereby certify that Alexander Ste·wart, of the 
city of Toronto, carpenter, whose affidavit, taken before me, 
is hereto annexed, i a person to me \Yell known-thnt lJc is 
a person of respectable character, and worthy of full 
credence. 

I do hereby also certify that the names, T. D. Mm·rison, 
John 1\I'lnto~h, J. E. Tims, T. Parwn., \V. W. Baldwin, 
Franci Hincks, and James Leslie, subscriucd to the certi
ficates on the preceding page, are of the respective hand
'Hitings of the said persons, and they held the several offices 
mentioned in the said certificates, and placed opposite their 
respective names, in the societies therein mentioned. 

Given under my Hand and 8eal of Office, this Fifteenth 
day of August, in the year of our Lord, One 

( L. S.) 'Il'ousand Eight H unclrcd and Thirty-six. 
(Signed) T. D. l\1oRI<ISON,* 

Mayor. 

• Lately tried for high treason, and has since left the province, 
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Home District,} 
ss. UPPER CANADA. 

Michaelmas Term, 10 Geo. IV. 
At a convocation of the Law Society, held in the Coul't 

House, on Monday, the lst day of Michaelmas Term, in 

the tenth year of the reicm of King George the Fourth,-
• b 

PRESENT-

Henry John Boulton, Attorney-General, 
Christopher Alex. Hagerman, Solicitor-General, 

William Warren Baldwin, Esq. 
Darcy Boulton, J., Esq., 
George Ridout, Esq.,-
Thomas Ward, Esq., 

It was moved by W. W. Baldwin, Esq., seconded by the 

Solicitor-General, C. A. Hagerman, that George Ridout, 

Esq., be appointed Treasurer for the remainder of the year, 

ending in Hilary Term next ; a vacancy having occurred 

by the elevation of the for met· Treasurer, John B. Robinson, 

to the Bench as Chief Justice; and resolved accordingly. 

Hilary Term. 10 Geo. IV. 
At a convocation held at the Law Society Library, on 

Monday, 28th day of December, 1829, being in the Term 

in Hilat·y, in the tenth year of the reign of King George 

the Fourth,-
PRESENT-

Henry John Boulton, Esq., Attorney-General_, 

Christopher Alex. Hagerman, Esq., Solicitor-General, 
William \Van·en Baldwin, Esq., 
J onas J ones, Esq., 
John Rolfe, Esq., and 

Simon Washburn, Esq.,-

It was proposed by the Solicitor-General, that George 

Ridout, Esq., be Treasurer for the ensuing year, that if-·, 

until Hilary Term next; and resolved accordingly. 



Hilary Term, 1 William IV. 
At a convocation held at the Law Society Library, on 

Monday~ the 27th day of December, 1830, being in the 
Term in Hilary, in the 1st year of the rmgn of King 
William the Fourth,-

PRESENT

George Ridout~ Esq., Treasurer, 
William vV. Baldwin, Esq., 
Simon Washburn, Esq., 
J ames Esmall, Esq., 
Robert Baldwin~ Esq., 
William H. Draper, Esq.,-

lt was moved by Simon Washburn, Esq., and resolved, 
That George Ridout~ ..Esq., be continued Treasurer for the 
ensuing year, that is, until Hilary Term next. 

Treasurerr's Office, Osgoode Hull. 
CITY oF ToRoNTo. 

I hereby certify the above to be a true extract from the 
Journals of the Law Society of Upper Canada. 

Given under the Seal of the Society at Osgoode Hall, 
this 20th day of August 1836. 

(L S.) 

(COPY.) 

SIR, 

(Signed) H.. B SuLLIV AN1 

Treasurer. 

Government House, August 22d~ 1836. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 18th inst., enclosing a memorial to Lord Glen
elg, with the accompanying documents, which you request 
the Lieutenant-Governor to forward without delay. 

I beg leave to inform you that I placed them in his Ex
cellPncy's hands on Saturday evening, as he was preparing 



for his journey to Kingston, and was directed by his ExcPl· 

lency to acquaint you that he would transmit your Memo
rial, with its enclosures, to the Secretary of State, as soon 

as he should return to the Government House. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. JosEPI-L 

George Ridout, Esq., Toronto. 

REPLY TO THE ABOVE CASE. 

No. 113. 

(corv.) Downing-st1·eet, Aug. 29th, 1835. 

SIR, 
I have received your despatch of the 1Oth Septmn-

ber, No. 72, enclosing a 1nemorial addressed to n1y

self, by l\1r. George Ridout, dated on the 12th of the 

preceding 1nonth of August, in which 1\ir. Ridout 

appeals to his l\Iajesty's Government, against your 
removal of hi1n fr01n the offices of Colonel of the 

l\1ilitia, Judge of the District Court of Niagara, and 

Justice of the Peace. 
In deliLerating on the advice which it became n1y 

duty to subn1it to the l{ing on this occasion, I have 

thought n1yself obljged to exclude from n1y considera

tion, eyery ground which has been alleged in defence 

of your proceeding against l\1. Ridout, which "ras not 

as~igncd by yourself, in your correspondence with that 

gentlen1an. 
In general, I Ehould consider it unj1.1~t to subject 

any man to 1mmil.ia1ion and punishment, for reasons 
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which he has not had an opportunity of controvert
ing; but in 1\Ir. Ridout's case, there are peculiar 
nwtives for adhering to this principle. 

In his letter of the 27th July, he c01nbatted both 
by argmnent, and Ly evidence, the single charge pre
ferred in your private secretary's letter, and then pro
ceeded as follows : 

" It: however, at this late period, your Excellency 
has any other reasons than those given, which have 
been hitherto kept back, I an1 willing to allow then1 
every weight; nor shall I attmnpt, when informed of 
their existence, to suppress or lessen their just influ
ence with his l\Iaje ty's Government, in the state1nent 
which I a1n about to forward." 

Thus, distinctly apprised, that 1\Ir. Ridout proposed 
to appeal against your decision, and with so unequi
vocal a demand for an opportunity of repelling every 
accusation which you 1night design to bring against 
hi1n, I think you were reduced to the alternative, 
either of disclosing to hiln all the grounds of your 
proceeding, or of leaving the appeal to be decided by 
hi 1\Iajesty, upon those grounds exclusively, 'vhich 
you had so disclosed. 

Adverting, then, to the only charge against 1\Ir. 
Ridout, and of which he was apprised in your private 
secretary's letter of the 1st of July, I find it to have 
been, that he was an active member of a society, Ly 
which a very objectionable address had been widely 
circulated. 

1\Ir. Ridout does not deny either that the address 



238 

was indefensi1le, or that it had been widely circulated, 
or that it had originated with the society in question. 
But he does, in the most positive tenns deny, that he 
was a me1nber of that society, or that he had even 
seen the address, until it met his eyes in a printed 
form, in the course of its circulation through the pro
vince, or that he \vas in any sense responsible for it, 
either as author or publisher. ,.ro these peren1ptory 
contradictions of the facts alleged against hiln, he 
adds, tl1at he attended at the Ineeting at which the 

society in question was established, and opposed its 
fonnation on the principles contained in the resolutions 
brought forward by its author. This statement is 
corroborated by the affidavit of J\'Ir. Stewart, who 
states hiinself to have been present on the occasion. 

Such is the state of the question, as it is presented 
to Ine by your despatch and its enclosures. I have 
sought in vain for any proof that l\ir. Ridout was a 
n1ember of this society, or that he in any manner par
took in the publication of the objectionable address. 
I am compelled, therefore, to come to the conclusion, 
that the charge is not only unsupported by proof, but 
that, to a great extent, it is actually disproved, as it is 
in every point directly contradicted. 

But, in absence of evidence as to the fact, you 
have referred me to the legal opinion of the Solicitor
General of Upper Canada, who states, that 1\Ir. 
Ridout most decidedly did appear to Le an active 
n1e1nber of that society. 

It will, of course, not be ascribed to any want of 
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respect towards 1\Ir. I-Iagerman, if I observe, I do not 
understand why any legal reference is necessary in 
this case. The question involves no legal principle, 
hut relates to a sin1ple matter of fact. Mr. Stevvart, 
though describing himself as a carpenter is, I think, 
far more entitled to speak with authority on this 

, occasion than the Solicitor-General of the province, 
because the forn1er po.: sesses, and the latter does 
not possess, a personal acquaintance with ·what ac
tually occurred, and, because 1\Ir. Stewart was pre
sent, and 1\fr. Hagerman was absent when the society 
was fonned, and w·hen 1\Ir. Ridout is said to have 
protested against its formation. 

It is with the deepest reluctance that I overrule a 
decision publicly adopted by you, especially in a case 
of the present nature. I have, on every occasion, 
felt and, as I tru t, have evinced, the uhnost solici
tude to afford you all the support and countenance in 
n1y po·wer in the discharge of your arduous duties. 
But it is superfluous to say, that every consideration 
must yield to the irresistible claims of ju tice, and for 
the reasons which I have mentioned, I find it iinpos
siLle to dispute 1\fr:-Ridout's pretensions to be rein
stated in his various offices. I have accordingly, to 
convey to you his 1\Iajesty's commmHls, that 1\Ir. 
Ridout should be permitted to resume the various 
mnployments fron1 which he had been re1noved. I 
refer to your own judgment the n1ode of proceeding 
to carry these instructions into effect. 
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It will afford n1e n10st sincere pleasure, if you 

shall be able to reconcile the prompt anu c01nplcte ex
ecution of them, with the protection of your own au
thority fr01n the danger to which I mn ·well a ware it 

1nay be exposed by the 1neasure which I mn thus 

compelled to adopt. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) GLENELG. 

Sir Francis B. riead, K. H., &c. &c. &c. 

No. 13. 
(CoPY.) 

To'ronto, Upper Canada, 
6th February, 1837. 

lVlY LORD, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 

your Lordship's despatch, No. 113, which only ar
rived here on the 6th instant, in which, referring to 
n1y having renwved l\Ir. George Ridout fron1 the 

offices of Judge of the District Court of Niagara, 
Colonel of 1\Iilitia, and Justice of the Peace, your 
Lordship states, " It is with the deepest reluctance 

that I overruled a decision publici y adopted by you, 

especially in a case of the present nature I 
have therefore, accordingly to convey to you his 

l\1:ajesty's c01nmands that 1\Ir. Ridout should be per
Initted to resu1ne the various employn1ents from which 
he has been removed." 

As the refutation of the last set of accusations 
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n1acle against me, nmnely, those nmde by 1\Iessrs. 
HUine and Duncombe, were despatched to your Lord
ship only two days ago, (thus completing the victory 
which, after a year's hard fighting, I have managed to 
gain over the opponents of the British constitution,) it 
was with some little clisappointinent and surprise, that 
I received from his lVIajesty's Govermuent a cOinmu
nication amounting almost to a disn1issal, not in the 
lenient fonn of being relieved, but by being publicly 
rendered incompetent to retain my station. 

When my predecessor, Sir John Col borne was 
ordered by your Lordship to lay before the House of 
Assembly of the province he governed your Lord-
hip's decided disapprobation of his conduct, he pre

fen·ed at once to tender his resignation, a course 
which I believe ahno t every man of honour, who has 
ever been placed in si1nilar circUinstances, has demned 
it incun1bent upon him im1nediately to adopt. 

I feel however so confident that I can succeed in 
bringing conviction to your Lordship's mind that I 
an1 as innocent of having acted unjustly towards lVfr. 
Ridout, as I have been proved to be innocent of the 
various allegations brought against 1ne by lVIessrs. 
I-Iume, Duncombe, Baldwin, Biclwell, Rolph, &c., 
that I have detennined to submit to the consideration 
of his l\Iajesty's Govern1nent the following state
Inents and observations. 

It is perfectly true that in the 1nonth of July la t 
I dismissed l\1r. Ridout fr01n the situations of Judge 

R 
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of the District Court of Niagara, Colonel of the 1\li
litia, and Justice of the Peace, alleging to him, as the 
grounds of 1ny doing o, that he lVIr. Ridout appea1·ed 
to be an active n1e1nber of a society ,vbich had widely 
circulated a printed Address signed by Dr. Baldwin, 
Judge of the Surrogate, of which the following is an 

extract: 
" It is our duty sole1nnly to assure you that the con-

duct of Sir F. B. Head has been alike a disregard of 

Constitutional Government, and of candour and 

truth in his statements to you." 
It is also true that 1\Ir. Ridout declares he "had 

nothing to do with drawing up the Address alluded 
to-that he had never seen it, until it n1et his eyes in 
a printed form-that he ·was not a I~ember of the 
Society fron1 which it had proceeded-and that at the 
1neeting at 'vhich the Society in question was €sta
blished, he opposed its foundation on the principles 
contained in the resolutions brought fonYard by its 
author (which latter staten1ent, I ad1nit, is corrobo
rated by the affidavit of l\Ir. Stewart, a carpenter, who 

declares he was present on the occasion)." 
If your Lordship 'vill be so good as to refer to the 

letter from n1y Secretary to 1\lr. Ridout, you will 
perceive that it was not stated by me that 1\Ir. Ridout 
had drawn up the Address alluded to, or that he had 
ever seen it till it n1et hiR eye in a printed fonn, or 
that he was a n1e1nber of a Society froin ·which it pro
ceeded. All that was declared was, that the paper 
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"had been published by a Society" of wldch 1\Ir. 
Ridout, long after h had been placarded all over the 
province, continued to "appem· to be an active 
?nmnbm·." 

I need hardly observe to your Lordship, that 
1\!Ir. Ridout, as a Judge of the District Court, n1u t 
have known perfectly well that many a man has been 
hanged as an accomplice in a murder, who never saw 
it conunitted; and that ·when a Society of avowed 
republican principles has placarded and published 
in the newspapers a gross and wilful insult upon the 
l{ing's representative, any officer in the service of his 
1\fajesty's Govern1nent might even legally be con
sidered an accomplice by constantly attending the 
said Ineeting, Inost especially if, like 1\'Ir. Judge Ri
dout, he was heard to utter the Inost inflam1natory 
speeches; but the following instructions to n1e from 
your Lordship on this subject admit of no Inisin
terpretation. 

(( I further unreservedly ackno11rledge that the 
principle of effective responsibility should pervade 
every department of your Government, and for this 
reason, if for no other, I should hold that every public 
officer should depend on his l\lajesty's pleasure for the 
tenure of his office. If the head of any departn1ent 
should place himself in decided opposition to your 
policy, whetlte'J· that opposition be avowed or latent, 
it will be his duty to 'J·esign lzis office into your lzands ; 
unless this course he pursued, it would be hnpossib1e 

R2 
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to rescue the head of the Government fr01n the impu
tation of insincerity, or to conduct the ad1ninistration 
of public affairs with the necessary ji'l·tnness and de-

cision." 
I 1nost respectfully submit to your Lordship whe-

ther his l\1ajesty's Government, after giving n1e the 
above instructions to act with firmness and decision, 
is justified in suddenly turning upon 1ne for having 

obediently carried them into effect? 
I 1nost respectfully ask, ,;vhether, in fra1ning the 

above instructions, it ever occurred to your Lordship, 
for a 1noment, to conceive that I could possibly meet 
'vith such an extreme case of " opposition, avowed or 
latent," as that of two judges, who, above all people, 
ought to be im1naculate from political sin, openly at
tending a republican society, ·which at every 1neeting 
grossly and publicly insulted the King's representa
tive; the one judge actually affixing his nan1e as 
chairman to a 1nost infan1ous placard; the other con

stantly haranguing the people. 
Supposing, instead of being 1nembers of the J u

clicial Bench, the especial duty of whon1, by exatnple 
as well as by precept, is, to maintain the King's au
thority, they had been officers of the arn1y or navy, 
Would any quibble or subterfuge ,vhatever be suffi

cient to screen them from dismissal? 
lVIr. Judge Ridout's legal talents are sufficiently 

dmnonstrated by the craftiness of his defence and evi
dence, which insidiously attempt to prove " that he 
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had attended at the 1neeting at which the society in 
question was establi heel, and opposed its f(Yrmation 
on the principles contained in the resolutions brought 
forward by its author." He conceals, however, fr01n 
your Lordship the followin()' important explanation. 

Until l\Ir. Bid well delivered to the House of As
sembly 1\Tr. Papineau's letter, openly propo ing to 
the North American Colonies to unite together for a 
revolutionary purpose, the society in question wa 
known by the name of the cc Alliance Society." 

On 1ny dissolving the I-Iouse of Asse1nbly, the Con
stitutionalists formed a " Constitutional Society," for 
the express purpose of opposing the unholy doctrines 
of this " Alliance Society," some of the n1em be1·s of 
which, finding that it required a veil, proposed to 
change its nmne fron1 the " Alliance" to the " Con
stitutional Refonn Society." The 1nost reckless and 
violent of the party opposed this change, preferring 
wl1at is vulgarly termed here '' to go the whole hog." 
Of this ntunber was 1\Ir. Ridout, who truly enough 
informed your Lordship " that he opposed the forma
tion of the society in question." 

Having given this short elucidation of the letter of 
dismissal which n1y secretary addressed to 1\Ir. Ridout, 
as also of his reply, I respectfully proceed to your 
Lordship's observations thcreon. 

Your Lordship states, '' In deliberating on the ad
vice which it becmne n1y duty to submit to the I{ing 
on this occasion, I have thought myself obliged to 
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exclude from my consideration every ground which 
has been alleged in defence of your proceedings 

against 1\Ir. RidoutJ which is not assigned by your
self in your correspondence 'vith that gentleman." 

" But, in the absence of evidence as to the fact, you 

have referred n1e to the legal opinion of the Solicitor
General of Upper Canada, who states, that 1\Ir. Ridout 

most decidedly did appem· to be an active member of 
the said society. It will of course not be ascribed to 
any want of respect towards 1\'Ir. Hagerman, if I ob
serve that I do not understand why any legal reference 
is necessary in this case." The question involves no 
legal principles, but relates to a simple matter of fact. 
1\Ir. Stewart, though describing hin1self as a carpen

ter, is, I think, fa1· nw1·e entitled to spealc with autho-

1·ity on this occasion than the Solicitm·-Gene1·al of 

the province. 
I cannot but believe that, on reflection, it will be 

evident to your Lordship that, if the sole1nn, delibe

rate judgments of the King's representative in a Bri

ti.Jl colony, without any opportunity being afforded to 
hin1 for explanation, be suddenly overruled by 'his 

l\1ajesty's . Government, on the n1ere denial of the in

dividual sentenced to punishment, supported only by a 
witness of unknown character,-if going still further, 

it be decreed that the Governor's official expla
natory despatches on the subject are to be treated by 
his l\1ajesty's Government, to whon1 they are re
spectfully addressed, as 1nere hearsay evidence, which 
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must not affect the n1erits of the case,-if the delibe
rate judicial opinion given by his 1\fajesty's Attorney 
(not Solicitor) General to the King's representative, 
be declared to possess no more weight in the 1nind of 
his Majesty's Government than the evidence of a con1-
n1on carpenter, I state, with deference, that the dig
nity, honour, and authority of the Governor are vir
tually extinct. 

I respectfully subn1it, that, in no deparbnent of the 
state, not even in your Lordship's own office, has it 
ever been dee1ned necessary, or even advisable, that 
every reason for which an individual is to be relieved 
frmn office 111 ust be stated to hin1. 

It 1nay be necessary to reinove a public servant for 
1nany reasons, which it 1nay not be desirable to ex
plain to him. But, in 1naintaining the dignity of the 
station of Lieutenant-Governor of this province, I 
am, hy your Lordship's O\Vn instructions, especially 
absolved from any such necessity; for it is distinctly 
stated, " It is the duty of the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Upper Canada to vindicate to the King and to Par
lianlent every act of his administration." 

" To his 1\fajesty and to Parlia1nent the Governor 
of Upper Canada is at all t~mes fully responsible for 
his official acts ;'' and yet, when I proceed to do so, 
his l\Iajesty's Government cast n1y official vindication 
aside, and pass a evere judgment upon 1ne, with the 
following premnble :-''In deliberating on the advice 
·which it became 1ny duty to subn1it to the King on this 
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occasiOn, I have thought n1yself obliged to exclude 
fr01n 1ny consideration every ground which has been 
alleged i1.1 defence of your proceedings against l\Ir Ri
dout, wlziclz was not assigned by you'rse!f in !JOU'J' 

correspondence with that gentleman.'' 
The following circumstances officially detailed to 

your Lordship in my despatches, Nos. 72, 62, and 
57, 1nust have been accordingly " excluded fr01n 
your consideration, in judging of the propriety of 
1\Ir. Judge Ridout's disn1issal." 

l. " That on the 27th l\Iarch, l\fr. Ridout, head
ing the deputation, read that Address to me fr01n 
a Public l\Ieeting held at the City Hall, by Dr. 
O'Grady, (the Editor of the Cm·respondent and Ad
vocate,) and others, which I forwarded to your Lord
ship on the 6th April.* 

*To this insolent Address I returned a calm answer, to-which, 
contrary to all precedent, I received a communication, termed " a 
rejoinder," of which the following is an extract:-

"We cannot altogether agree with your Excellency, that' the only 
consolation which should support an honest man in an arduous duty 
is the reflection that he is ready to atone for every en or he commits 
and that he is suhject to arraignment if he offend.' The highwayman 
and the pirate ?Jdg!tt, and njten have, pleaded the same-lzave e'ven 
been uady to malw atonement, by 'ilestitution, and after 'armign
ment,' exp1'ated tlze£1' cl'?'mcs accoTding to law.'' 

I ask whether, when such language as the above had been ad
dre sed to the King's Representative, it v>as not the bonnden dnty 
of his station to dismiss from his Majesty's service him who had 
headed and read the original Address? ls it not incomprehensible, 
that his Majesty's Government should, at snch a time, have joined 
with such a man against me? 
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2. " That shortly afterwards, lVIr. Judge Ridout 
n1ade a declaration which becan1e the subject of gene
ral conversation, that in the event of l1is being dis
Inissed by n1e fron1 office, I should deserve to be 
tarred and feathered, and that he (1\Ir. Judge 
Ridout) 'vould lend a hand to do so. 

3. '' That iu one of the Public Offices, he (1\Ir. 
Rid out) declared that we n1ust or should now have 
war to the knife. 

4. " That frmn a benevolent desire to reclain1 l\1r. 
Ridout frmn radical principles, the situations he 
held were successively heaped upon him by Sir P. 
1\Iaitland, and by Sir John Col borne; but the more 
he was favoured, the n1ore Yiolent he becmne. 

5. " That shortly after 1ny arrival here, I n1yself 
took a great ueal of trouble to endeavour to reclailn 
1\Ir. George Ridout, and kindly to persuade hiin of 
his errors, but in vain." 

6. In my despatch to your Lord hip, No. 57, I 
stated) " I will therefore merely a sure your Lord
ship, that in the elections, as well as in the prompt 
dismissal of a fe,v of the ringleaders of the Repub
licans, I have acted cautiously and conscientiously." 

7. That 1\Ir. Judge Ridout, in a letter dated 27th 
July, which he addressed to me as the Lieutenant 
Governor of this Province, declared that the rea ons 
asssigned by n1e " m·e altogether 1mtrue ;" that I 
have turned him out of office "toule1· FALSE p1·e
teuces ;" that," clotl!ed with a little brief authority," 
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I am " exercising my power 1n a violent, reckless 

manner,'' &c. 
If the foregoing extracts from public despatches 

all directly bearing upon the subject in question, be 
deliberately excluded from your Lordship's consider
ation, I cannot but most respectfully repeat, I an1 at 
a loss to understand why, in your Lordship's instruc 
tions to 1ne, after distinctly stating, that unless I had 
power to dismiss froxn office any person who 1night 
openly or latently oppose n1y policy; " it would be 
impossible to conduct the administration of public 
affairs with the necessary firrnness and decision.'' It 
is added, "that it is the duty of the Lieutenant Go
vernor of Upper Canada to vindicate to the King 
and to Parliament, every act of his administration;" 
for, how can I possibly vindicate n1y dis1nissals, but 
by despatches 'vhich I have the high privilege mid 
honour of addressing to your Lordship. 

I had certainly conceived, that as long as I was 

deemed w-orthy of the confidence reposed in me, in
dependent of the production of facts and arguments, 
the Inere expression of 1ny opinion of the absolute 
necessity of the dismissal from office of any person, 
who, from 1ny local knowledge, I dee1ned hostile to 
the British Constitution, would have carried with it 
infinitely 1nore weight than the individual's denial of 
his o'vn guilt. 

The dangerous duty imposed upon 1ne, of select
ing for office those who are Inost fit for it, aud of 
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dismissing those 'vho are unfit, requires the coolest 
deliberation and juclg1nent : 1ny very appointment to 
the station I hold presupposes n1y con1petence to the 
task; and it 'vill no"\v be my endeavour respectfully 
to demonstrate to your Lordship that, as regards 
the dismissal of 1\Ir. Ridout, I have discharged this 
duty conscientiously and correctly. 

Your Lordship 1nust be aware that I succeeded 
in defeating the Republican party in this province, 
by cahnly appealing to the judg1nent and good sense 
of the people. It "\Vas not, therefore, very likely that) 
when the victory "\Vas established, I should suddenly 
lose the equanimity by ''Thich I had gained it. But, 
because I had defeated the political machinations of 
1ny opponents, I was in all directions assailed by 
language, 'vhich gradually increa ed in virulence, 
until it became evident to 1ne, that for the dignity, 
and even 1naintenancc, of the l{:ing's authority, it 
was absolutely necessary I should check it. 

Inasmuch, however, as the danger of doing so 
was apparent, I deeply reflectP.d on the course which 
it wonld be 1nost prudent for 1ne to adopt. 

The press-the sha1neless and traitorous language 
of which it would be impossible to describe-! de
tennined to let alone; I also resolved not to notice 
affidavits anrl other evidence which I received, con
eerning individuals of low station, who, although 
holding com1nissions in the militia, publicly declared, 
'' That the Lieutenant Govenwr was the d--est 



252 

liar and d--est 'rascal in the p1·ovince." I con
sidered these persons as not ·worthy to be made ex .. 
a1nples of; but the two individuals whom I event
ually detennined to select for punishment 'vere l\1r. 
Ridout and Dr. Baldwin, because I considered that, 
as Judges of the land, they had no excuse 'vhatever 
for the offensive conduct they had been pursuing. 

Instead, however, of at once following n1y own 
judgment, which, on the subject in question, I never 
once mistrusted for a mon1ent, 1ny first course ·was to 
seek the advice of n1y Council, who, with the facts 
existing before their eyes, deliberately and unani
nwusly approved of the dismissal of Dr. Baldwin 
and l\ir. Ridout. Not satisfied with their concur
rence, I dee1ned it necessary to consult his l\Iajesty's 
Attorney-General on the whole subject, and espe
cially whether I should be authorised in declaring, 
that lVIr. Ridout '' appeared to be an active n1en1ber" 
of the Association, at which he had been, and still 

'vas, a constant attendant. 
The Attorney-General n1ade every due inquiry, 

the result of which was, a deliberate confinnation of 

1ny views on the subject. 
I accordingly publicly clisn1issed l\Ir. Ridout and 

Dr. Baldwin frmn the offices which they respectively 
held under his l\lajesty's Govern1nent, and though, 
like Dr. Dunc01nbe, l\Ir. Bidwell, Dr. Rolph, &c., 
l\Ir. Judge Riclout has frmned a renwnstrance to his 
l\Iajesty's Governn1ent, yet in this count'l'!J neither 
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he nor Dr. Baldwin presun1ed to get up even a 
petition to the House of Assmnbly on the subject. 

The people of any British colony are always ready 
enough to espouse the cause of an injured 1nan; and, 
trusting to inflam1natory speeches, &c., an attempt 
was tnade to stamp the disapprobation of this Capital 
upon 1ny conduct, by returning Dr. Baldwin, Mr. 
Ridout, and l\Ir. Small, ( wh01n I had also dismissed) 
as Aldermen for the city. Your Lordship knows 
the result, which has only just taken place, na1nely, 
that in spite of Dr. Baldwin's wealth, in spite of 
1\ir. Ridout's efforts-in short, in spite of everything, 
they c01npletely failed in their object; and, though 
they have sought the crown of n1artyrd01n in Eng
land, they failed in being dubbed even Alclennen in 
Toronto! 

If I have unjustly treated them, it cannot be a 
secret to the I-Iouse of Asse1nbly; but the opinion 
which that branch of the Legislature has just for
·warded to your Lordship, as well as to both !-louses 
of the I1nperial Parliament, states, 

"Fe·w Governors of a colony were ever placed 
in circmnstances of greater difficulty than those 
which assailed Sir Francis Head within three months 
of his assutning the Govern1nent of the province ; 
and it is, perhaps, not too much to say, that no 1nan 
could have 1net those difficulties (ungenerously and 
unreasonably thrown in his way) ·with In ore temper, 
firn1ness, and judgment, than he did." 
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Not satisfied with these concurrent verdicts in my 
favour, on receiving your Lorship's despatch, ordering 
1\Ir. Ridout to be restored to his offices, I again as
sembled n1y Council, who, without having been n1ade 
acquainted with your Lordship's decision, forwarded 
to me this morning the following minute of their 
opuuons. 

(coPY.) In Council, 9t!t Feb. 1837. 
His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor ·was pleased 

this day to come down to the Council, and to inform them 
that the case of Mr. George Ridout, late Colonel of Mili
tia, and Judge of the Niagara District Court, had been 
referred to his Excellency by his Majesty's Government, on 
an application to his Majesty by Mr. Ridout, praying for 
redress. 

His Excellency, referring to the circumstances under 
which Mr. Ridout's removal took place, and to the fact 
that, at the time the advice of the members of the Council, 
as to the question wh~ther there was anything in Mr. 
Ridout's statements, and whether any circumstances have 
transpired in the know ledge of the Council, since Mr. 
Ridout's removal_, which, in their opinion, ought to induce 
his Excellency to make a report to his Majesty's Govern
ment, or to come to any determination respecting his case, 
more favourable to Mr. Ridout than those already made, 
and resolved upon; 

The members of the Council in office at the time of Mr. 
Ridout's removal feel bound to say, that to their knowledge 
the conclusion to remove him from office was not arrived at 
witliout much deliberation, and even reluctance, on the part 
of his Excellency. 
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U ncler the conviction that, if officers in the employment 
of his 1\Iajesty were to be permitted to express them~ 
selves without measure or discretion as to the conduct of 
his :Majesty's representative, and to join with others in 
endeavouring to destroy the respect and confidence, on the 
part ofthe people, which are so necessary to the well-being 
of any government, it would be almost impossible that the 
affairs of the colony could be conducted, for any length of 
time, successfully.~ 

The members of the Council then in office performed 
what they felt to be a disagreeable and painful duty, in 
recommending to his Excellency the dismissal of Mr. 
Ridout. 

The Council are now unanimou ly of opinion that the 
power vested in His Excellency, of removing any officer 
holding a situation during pleasure, when his remaining in 
office is considered injurious to His Majesty's Government, 
and to the tranquillity and peace of the country, was in this 
instance exerciseu judiciously, and when it scarcely could be 
avoided without bringing the Government into contempt. 
If Mr. Ridout disapproved of the measures adopted by the 
Lieutenant-Governor, he was not called upon to support 
them, or even to refrain from opposition, or claim of 
redress, preserving the decorum and decency of -language 
which must, under any circumstances, be considered as due 
to the representative of the King. 

\Vhen, however, a gentleman holding an official situa
tion departs from the rules w hi eh are dictated by the 
most ordinary considerations of propriety, and sets an ex
ample to others of disre pect and insubordination, which the 
ignorant and evil-disposed are but too apt to follow, the 
Council cannot but feel that it is no less due to the dignity 
of the Crown than to the feelings of those who desire that 
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5. The lion. \V. I-I. Draper, who has lately joined 
the Executive Council, and who is Illeinber or repre
sentative for this 1netropolis, where every fact con
cerning 1\Ir. Ridout's dis1nissal is of course known 
and at hand. 

I have now submitted to your Lordship the leading 
reasons for which I deemed it neces ary to dis1uiss 
l\Ir. Ridout frmn the offices he held under I-Iis l\Ia
jesty's Govern1nent; and I have only to add, that 
had I not done so, I have reason to know the principal 
mmnbers of the Bar would have declined to appear 
in the Court of Niagara, on account of tl1e reprehen
sible political conduct of l\Ir .• Judge Ridout. 

\Vith respect to the order which I have received 
frmn your Lordship to restore this gentlemen to the 
offices fi·mn which he has been renwved, I have only 
to tate that, if such should continue to be IIis l\Ia
jesty'fi desire, I will obey the conuuancl : it is not n1y 
intention petulantly to tender 1ny resignation becau e 
n1y judgn1ents have been overruled; at the sanw 
time, I feel perfectly confident that, the 1noment 1\Ir. 
Riclout's authority is restored to him, I shall be de
})rived of my own, as well as of all power or pos i
bility of carrying on the govern1nent of this province. 

As I expect every hour to hear of the arrival of 1ny 
family at New York, they having ailed fron1 England 
on the 1Oth of January, I can have no desire they 
should so immediately reCI·oss the Atlantic ; but I mu 
not ashamed to say that I have not courage to face 

s 
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the Government under which they live should be rospectecl, 
that the offendirw individual should be removed from a 

0 

place in which his example is calculated to be so peculiarly 

lllJ u nous. 
The Council, therefore, feeling the greatest regret that 

JVI1·. Riclout's conduct should have rendered such a course 
ach·isable, cannot at present recommend his Excellency to 
advise His Niajesty to restore Mr. Riclout to the offices from 
which he has been removed. 

(Signed) R. B. SuLLTVAN, P. C. 

And now, n1y Lord, I beg to show who these gen
tlemen of 1ny Council are 'vho originally concurred, 
and who still concur with n1e, in the propriety of the 
dis1nissal of Dr. Baldwin and l\Ir. Ridout. 

l. The first on the list is the l-Ion. R. B. Sullivan, 
Dr. Baldwin's own nephew, whose sister was 1narriecl 
to l\1r. Ridout's own brother. 

2. The Hon. Captain Baldwin, of the Royal Navy, 
actually the brother as well as the friend of Dr. 
Baldwin, wh01n I dis1nissed! Captain Baldwin also 
for many years has been the intimate friend of l\Ir. 
Rid out. 

3. The Hon. Willian1 Allan, for 1nany years Pre
sident of the Bank of Upper Canada, a 1nan whose 
character for probity would be ad1nired in any country 
in the world. 

4. The Hon. John Ehnsley, an officer in His l\Ia
jesty's Navy, a person of consid-erable property, and 
perhaps the 1nost ultra-reformer in the Legislative 
Council. 
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the difficulties which fron1 all sides would assail n1e 
the mon1ent it became known that His l\1ajesty's 

Governn1ent had openly declared itself opposed to one 
of the rnost prominent rneasures of my administration 

of this government. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. B. HEAD. 

The following despatch is a san1ple of the able 

sty le of special pleading exercised by the Colonial 
Office tolvards Colonial Governors. Instead of, 

in a n1on1ent of rnutiny, supporting me in rny sta
tion, and of giving proper weight to rny opinions, I 
submit that her Majesty's Government treated 1ne 
and Mr. Ridout just as a police rnagistrate 'vould 

deal with the case of two unknown persons, brought 
before hirn for having been found quarrelling in the 

street. 

Downing-si1·eet 5th Ap1'il, 1837. 

SIR, 
I l1ave received your despatches of the 6th of Feb-

ruary last, No. 13, on the case of Mr. Ridout. In 
order to explain clearly the view which I have taken 
of thjs subject, I n1ust begin with a short retrospect 
of ·what has hitherto occurred, although it will per
haps involve rne in the repetition of son1e statements 

already addressed to you. 
l\Ir. Ridout's dismission fr01n his office was cOin-

niunicated to him on the 12th of July last., in letters 
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written to hhn by your Secretary. and by the Adj u
tant-General of 1\iilitia. In your Secretary's letter 
this measure ·was attributed to the circumstance that 
l\Ir. Ridout appeared to be a member of the Constitu
tional Reform Society of Upper Canada, by and on 
behalf of which had been circulated the printed ad
dres to which reference was then made. The Ad
jutant-General's letter stated that 1\fr. Ridout 1:vas 
deprived of his Connnis ion in the militia for the rea
son 1nentioned in your Secretary's letter. 

On the 14th of July, 1\fr. Ridout trans1nittecl to 
your Secretary an answer, denying tlmt he wa a 
Inember of the society in question, or that he had ever 
seen their aclclre s until it was in circulation in print 
through the city of Toronto. His answer to the Ad
jutant-General suggested that the real cause of his 
dismission was a vote which he had given at the ge
neral election. The Adjutant-General replied by 
contradicting the truth of this sunni e. 

On the 22nd of July Mr. Ridout announced to you 
his intention to brin<r his case under the notice of his 
l\Iajesty's Govern1nent, and made an application to 
be furnished with an explanation of any other reasons 
for your conduct which might have been kept back. 

No notice having been taken of this letter, l1e 
placed in your hands, for transtnission to this country, 
his petition of the 12th of Augu t, in which he offered 
to prove that he had refu ed to connect himself with 
the Constitutional Refonn Society, because he disap-

s2 



260 

proved of its constitution. He attached to that do
cument the affidavit of Alexander Stewart, in which 
the deponent confinned Mr. Ridout's statement, al
leging that he was present at the fonnation of the 
society, and heard 1\'[r. Ridout oppose that 1neasure. 

In your despatch of the 12th of September, you 
enclose the preceding correspondence, and imputed 
to 1\Ir. Ridout various acts of 1nisconduct, to which 

that correspondence contained no allusion. 
In 1ny despatch of the 29th of November, I stated 

that I had thought 1nyself obliged to exclude fr01u 
n1y consideration every ground alleged in defence of 
your proceeding against l\1r. Rid out, which had not 
been a signed by yourself in your correspondence 
·with that gentle1nan. For this decision I gave three 
distinct reasons. 'I'hey were, first, that it seemed to 
1ne unjust to subject any man to humiliation and 
punish1nent, for reasons which he has not had an op
portunity of controverting ; secondly, that l\1r. Ridout 
had c01nbated, both by argu1nent and by evidence, 
the single charge preferred in your Secretary's let
ter ; and thirdly, that, with a view to an appeal to 
his Majesty's Government, he had demanded an op
portunity of repelling any other accusation which you 
n1ight have to bring against hi1n. 

In reference to this state1nent, you have, in your 
despatch of the 9th of February, observed that, in no 
department of the State, not even in my own office, 
has it ever been deen1ed necessary, or even advisable, 
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that every reason for which an individual is to be re
lieved fron1 office must be stated to him ; that it 
may be necessary to reinove a public officer for n1any 
reasons, which it may not be desirable to explain to 
hin1; and that you were expres ly absolved fr01n 
such necessity by any other instructions to you. 

You 1nust permit nw to state unreservedly, that 
this answer appears to n1e inadequate; first, I am 
totallg ignorant if the ea;istence either in tllis office 
or any other deparrtrnent of tlze State, of any such 
practice as that to wllich you 1·eje1·. 

I an1 not aware of ~o n1uch as a single in tancc, in 
which a public officer has been dis1nissed as a puui h
nlent, and on the ground of misconduct, without the 
most explicit disclosure to him, of the reasons by 
lrhich his superior vindicated such an exercise of 
authority. 

Secondly.-! cannot concur ·with you in opinion, 
that any man ought to use, or po sess such a po·wer 
over those serving under hjm.* The only difficulty 
of supporting my opinion on this subject by argument 
is, that so simple and elen1entary a principle of 
justice, would rather be obscured than illustrated Ly 
a staten1ent of the reasons which instantly suggest 
themselves in support of it. Tho ·e are indeed 
official relations of such a nature, that it is necessary 
to confine to the superior officer the right of di solving 
them at once, without assigning any cause whatever 

* It was a moment of mutiny. 
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to the sufferer. Thus, for example, a public officer 
should be at liberty instantly to re1nove his private 
secretary for mere incongruity of habits or ten1per, 
or for the 'vant of some peculiar talent, or qualifica
tion, causes which, in such a relation, are of the ut
most weight, but which could scarcely be drawn out 
into a specific charge or state1nent. In such cases 
this is Inutually understood as the necessary condition 
and tenure of the service ; yet even in this intin1ate 
and confidential relation, if the rmnoval should be 
1nade avowedly on the ground of n1isconduct, the 
superior would be bound in conunon justice to explain 
unreservedly, in what the imputed fault consisted. 
If not, any man's character and happiness 1night he 
sacrificed by vague suspicion, and by surmises, infa
nlous in proportion to the station and character of 
the accuser. 

Thirdly .-I cannot allow that the instructions 
frmn 1ne which you have quoted, absolve you fr01n 
this obligation. 

On the contrary, I think they clearly impose it on 
you, they declare your responsibility to the King, and 
to Parliament. In l\Ir. Ridout's case notice was 
given to you that an appeal was about to be 1nade to 
his l\1ajesty; To acquit yourself of the responsibility 
which I declared you to owe to the King ; it beca1ue 
incu1nbent on you to establish the fact, that l\Ir. 
Ridout had merited the severe punishment which had 
been inflicted on hi1n. 
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To substantiate that conclusion, it \Vas necessary to 
show that he had really been guilty of the offences 
laid to his charge, and this could be proved only by 
showing what he 'vas alleged to have said or done 
ad1nitted of no satisfactory explanations, a result 
·which could not be established, until an opportunity 
of making such explanation had been afforded to him. 

Fourthly.-If I could ad1nit that you were entitled 
to inflict a punishment without a distinct staten1ent 
to the accused party, of the causes which had pro
voked it, I should yet li1nit that ad1nission to cases 
in which an entire silence had been n1aintained. 

Instead of this, however, you com1nunicated to Mr. 
Rid out a single charge which he contradicted, and 
applied him~.:elf to disprove. 

l-Ie was thus, 1 think, warranted in believing that, 
if successful in i·efuting that accusation, his excul
pation wa c01nplete. Finally, I thought that, in 
what related to the Con titutional Reform Society, Mr. 
Riclout's defence wa conclusive,* and I could not 
therefore but doubt, whether he might not have been 

* l\Ir. Ridout's defence on this subject,_far from being conclusive, 
was a glaring quibble. He answered the accusation, that, by con
stantly attending and speaking at a meeting, he appea1·ed to be an 
ac:tire member, by merely declaring that he was not an actual mem
ber of the society; and it was exactly because I knew he was not, 
that I had applied to the Attorney-General on the subject This of
ficer's official opinion, that Mr. R. decidedly ''appeared to be an 
active member,'' I forwarded to the Colonial Office, who had it before 
them while writing this despatch. 
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equally successful in vipdicating l1imself against the 
other chargr.s, if they had been made known to hi1n. 

For these reasons, I adhere to my first opinion, 

that I was bound to exclude frmn my consideration 

every allegation against lVIr. Ridout, of which he had 

not been apprised. 
You, however, maintain that your despatch of the 

12th of Septe1nber ought to have satisfied 1ne of the 
truth of the accu ation preferred in your secretary's 

letter of the 12th of July. Two reasons are assigned 

for this conclusion. First, I lwd before 1ne the 

statement of your own conviction that the charge was 

'vell founded; and, secondly, I knew that you haa 

ohtained a legal opinion to the same effect. 
It ·would be nwre than superfluous to declare Iny 

perfect reliance on the accuracy of every assertion of 

yours, respecting any matter of fact which has fallen 

within your own personal observation ; neither is it 

necessary for 1ne to disclain1 altogether the idea of 

impeaching, in any degree, the legal knowledge or 

the talents of the Attorney-GeneraL But neither 

you nor the Attorney-General offered yourselves as 

witnesses to the matter of fact, namely, whether 1\fr. 

Hidout was or was not a n1en1ber of the Constitu-

ional Reform Society. You laid claim to no perJ·onal 
knowledge* of his conduct in reference to that body. 

*I told the GoYernrnent that he constantly attended and harangued 

tl1e meeting; this was notorious. Surely her Majesty's Go,·ernrnent 

did not mean to insist that I ought to have acquired pe1·sonal know

ledge of the fact by attending the meeting myself I 
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The Attorney-General was quoted, not as a witness 
of the fact, but only as an interpreter of the law. 
Con equently, notwithstanding the strong rlissent 
which you have expressed, I n1ust continue to think 
that the authority of Stewart, though a common 
carpenter, when speaking on his oath respecting an 
occurrence which passed in his own presence and hear
ing, is entitled to 1nueh n1ore weight on the question 
of fact than can be a~ igned to the opinion even of 
tl1e Attorney, who appears to have had not the 
slightest personall..:nowledge ;¥.: of what took place at 
the 1neeting. Thi is a conclusion to 'vhich, in so 
far a regards the facts in que tion, no one, I mn 
inclined to think, would n1ore readily subscribe than 
the Attorney-General hin1self. 

From yo:1r despatch of tbe 6th of February, I 
now, hoYrever, for the first time, learn that Mr. 
Ridout's rCinoval fron1 office was reconnnended by 
the Executive Council, and I further learn that they 
adhere to their original opinion. 

On this su~ject I have to state that I have never 
expres ed, nor do I no-vv entertain, any judgment 
opposed to theirs; on the contrary, I entirely agree 
with then1 that the various acts ofn1isconduct ascribed 
to Mr. Ridout, jn your despatch of the 12th of De-

,.. The Attorney-General did not attend these meetings, but, in 
conscquel're of my calling upon him for his opinion, he made neces
sary inquiries of those '"ho had been present, and who had witnes~cd 
Mr.~ Ridou rs behaviour there. 
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cember, and still n1ore fully stated in your despatch 
of the 6th ofFebruary, are such as 'vould, if substan
tiated on proper inquiry, justify the very severe 

penalty inflicted on hi1n. 
If I am to understand the Council as thinking that 

such an inquiry was needless, I Inust, with 'vhatever 
reluctance, differ fro1n them. The grounds of that 
difference I have already in part explained; but I Inust 

add that, if there be any one class of public officers 
in whose case it is especially incu1nbent on the 
Executive Governn1ent to proceed with. caution, cir

cumspection, and with a strict observance of all the 
essential forn1s of proceeding on such occasions, it is 
the class of those who are intrustecl with the adn1i 

nistration of justice. 
In avowing 1ny opinion that the 1natters laid to the 

charge of Mr. Ridout would, if established, justify his 
disn1ission, I wish to be understood as not referring to 
the inte1nperate tenns in which he addressed you after 

his ren1oval fron1 office ; much allowance is to be 
made for natural feelings, under a sense of supposed 
injury. It is to the other allegations that my remark 
applies. It is, I can assure you, painful to n1e to 
take any course of conduct which may aggravate the 
difficulties of your situation, yet I feel1nyself bound, 
by the para1nount obligations of justice, still to with
hold my approbation of the 1neasures adopted in Mr. 
Ridout's case. On the other hand, his restitution to 

office Inay, I think, be properly n1ade to depend upon 
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hi ability to exculpate hin1self fr01n the various 
charge ' preferred against hin1 in your de patches of 
the 12th of Septe1nber and '6th of February. To 
this extent the instructions conveyed to you in n1y 
despatch of the 29th of November are withdrawn 
and qualified. Further than this it is in1pos ible for 
me to advance. You will, therefore, in whatever 
nwde you shall think best, put Mr. Ridout in pos es
~ion of those accusations, and, aiter weighing his 
answers, and the evidence by which it 1nay be sup
ported, you ~'ill comnn1nicate to n1e the result. 

I cannot close 1ny ans,ver.to your despatch of the 
6th of February without adverting to s01ne of the 
general topics to which you have there taken occa
sion to ad vert. 

You complain that the Governor's official explana
tory despatches have been treated by n1e in this case 
as mere hearsay evidence, which Inust not affect the 
n1erits of the case. I 1nay perhap 1nisunderstand 
the precise Ineaniug of this re1nark, but if it be that 
tatements made by a Governor to n1e on the au

thority of third persons are entitled to the sa1ne 
weight as if they referred to facts of '"' hich he was 
the personal observer and witness, I can only say 
that I am not aware of any reason which would justify 
n1e in so regarding them. 

If I might interpret some other pa ages of your 
de patch, you understand me to have authorised you 
to dis1niss fr01n office any person who should openly 



268 

or latently oppose your policy. If you 'vill again 
refer to the instructions which you have thus quoted, 
you will perceive that the officers to whom I referred 
'vere not of the class to which Mr. Ridout belonged, 
but persons whose public offices bring them into a 
confidential or irnmediate connexion with your ad
tninistration of the affairs of the province. I cer
tainly never contetnplated that every officer of the 
tnilitia, every district judge, and every justice of the 
peace, should hold his office on the condition of being 
dismissed if he should happen to oppose the policy 
of the Lieutenant-Governor for the time being. To 
urge the rule which I have laid clown to such con
sequences is at once to Inisapprehend tny meaning, 
and to establish a principle which would bring almost 
every gentletnan in the province into such relations 
with the local Government as no man of independent 
character and principles could be expected or desired 
to n1aintain. The instructions to which you have 
referred were intended to apply (and I think that 
intention sufficiently manifest) to those high and 
confidential officers of your Government only 'vith 
whon1 you are habitually brought into confidential 
intercourse upon the general interests of the province. 
If there be any ambiguity in n1y instructions to you, 
which I do not perceive, you will hereafter under
stand the1n in this limited sense only. 

You further express your expectation that the 
" 1nere expression of your opinion of the absolute 
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necessity for the dis1nissal of any person from office 
whom, from your local knowledge, you dee1necl hostile 
to the British constitution, would have carried with 
it infinitely Inore weight than the individual's denial 
of his own guilt." From this and other passages in 
your despatch, I infer that you regard the Secretary 
of State as virtually bound to adopt your opinions in 
individual cases as conclusive, even upon an appeal 
against your decision. But such is not n1y estimate 
of the duties of 1ny office: I act under a strict and 
effective responsibility to the King and to Parlian1ent. 
Of every Ineasure which I take, or which, when 
taken by others, I approve, I 1nust be prepared to 
produce the vindication. But I should ill acquit 
myself of that duty if I atteinpted to rest 1ny justifi
cation on an implicit confidence in the judgment of 
the officer against whose acts an appeal had been 
brought before 1ne. Cherishing as I do the strongest 
presumption in favour of every decision of yours, I 
1nu t yet, as often as your sentence is impeached, 
examine into the 1nerits of the question with strict 
i1npartiality, and with a jealousy of those preposses
sions in favour of your opinions fr01n which I can 
never be exempt. In our relative position in his 
l\Iajesty's service, I could not act on any other prin
ciple without abandoning my duty to the King and 
to his Majesty's subjects, and I trust that, on your 
part, the just and lively estin1ate which you have 
fonned of the importance and responsibility of your 
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own duties will be c01nbined with a due allowance 
for the not less arduous and responsible nature of 
1n1ne. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) (tLENELG. 

Extracts fr01n a Despatch to the Right Honour
able the Lord Glenelg, dated 5th April, 1837, 
No. 41. 

MY LORD, 

I have the honour to t~·ansmit to your Lordship a 
copy of a Gazette E:Xtraordinary, by which it will 
appear that I have made the following appointments, 
until the King's pleasure be 1nade known. 

Robert S. Jamesou, Esq., Vice-Chancellor; 
Archibald l\I'Lean and J on as J ones, Esquires, 

Judges in the Court of King's Bench; 
Christopher Alexander Hagerman, Esq., Attor

ney-General; and 

William Henry Draper, Esq., Solicitor-General. 
As regards lVI r. Hagennan I can say that I 

have not been in the habit of seeing or consulting him, 
excepting on such cases as have especially belonged 
to his station, and accordingly, during the whole of last 
session of the Legislature, I did not, I think, send for 
him four times. lVIr. Hagerman's claims, as brought 
under 1ny consideration, are shortly as follow:
He was present at the actions of Chrystler' fann
thc taking of Oswego-and in several engagements on 
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the I Iingara frontier during the year 1814, and was 
rccom1nended for a gold n1edal by Sir G01·don Drum
Jnond, on whose staff he served as provincial aide-de
camp. l-Ie w.as first elected representative for the 
town of Kingston in 1826 ; since that period he has 
been three times returned, and has held the situation 
of Solicitor-General nearly eight years. 

On the 30th November, 1829, Sir John Col
borne received fron1 Sir George 1\Iurray a despatch, 
No. 48, relating to the disappointment which 1\'Ir. 
Hagerman had experienced in consequence of not 
having been confirmed by His Majesty in the office 
of judge, to which he had been temporarily appointed 
on the re1noval of Mr. 'Villis, of 'vhich the following 
i an extra:ct :-

H At the same time I readily admit that the case, as 
regards Mr. Ilagerman, is one of some hardship, and I have 
to request you will assure that gentleman that I regret ex
tremely that he should haye suffered any inconvenience in 
con equence of the arrangements whieh I felt it my duty to 
recommend, and that I shall be very ready, at a future 
opportunity, to give his claims e\~ery consideration.'' 

I believe Mr. I-Iagern1an to be 'varmly and en
tlmsiastically attached to the British Constitution, 
and to the connexion of this province, of which he is 
a native, with the mother-country ; I consider hiin 
to have been a faithful servant of the Crown. The 
af'sertion of his principles has continually drawn upon 
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hin1 in the I-Iouse of Asse~nbly the whole fire of the 
Republicans; and in these actions, although he has 
shown considerable powers of defence, he has occa
sionally evinced an impetuosity which it would have 
been prudent to have restrained. I believe, how
evr.r, that his 1noral character is respected even by 
his opponents ; and therefore, on the whole, con
sidering that no just reason existed why, on the 
promotion of the Attorney-General, he should not be 
appointed as hiR successor, I felt it to he my duty to 
name hiin as such until the King's pleasure should 
be known. 

Having submitted to your Lordship the grounds 
upon which I have 1nade the appointinents in ques
tion, I think it proper to state that it is with un .. 
feigned regret I have omitted to reconnnend to your 
Lordship's notice the nan1e of Mr. Bid well. That gen
tleman's legal acquire1nents are, I consider, superior 
to at least one of the individuals whmn I have elevated. 
I-Iis n1oral character is irreproachable, and though he 
was ostensibly the leader of a party ·who have offered 
1ne every possible in ult and indignity, yet I can assure 
your Lordship that I entertain towrards 1\Ir. Bid well 
no feeling of aninwsity ; and that, even if I could 
desire to triun1ph over a person whmn I have pub
licly disanned of his power to oppose me, I should 
feel that that trimnph would be infinitely n1ore grate
ful to his 1\I~:~esty by forgiveness than by revenge. 
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But, anxious as I am to give to talent its due, yet I 
cannot but feel that the welfare and honour of this 
province depend on ltis lJ;faJesty nevm· p1·o1noting a 
disloyal man. 

Divested of all its objectionable language, Mr. 
Bidwell's object (so far as it could be elicited by the 
conduct of his associates) was to separate this colony 
fr01n the parent state ; to create disaffection for the 
paternal govern1nent of the King, and, by forming an 
alliance with 1\Ir. Papineau's party in Lower Canad::t, 
to exchange the British constitution for the low, 
grovelling principles of democracy. 

I therefore considered that publicly to elevate 
1\Ir. Bidwell to the Bench would deprive n1e of tl1e 
respect and confidence of this country ; and I believe 
your Lordship will agree with Ine in opinion, that, 
where a 1nan acts with disloyal associates, his talents 
aggravate, rather than extenuate his offence. 

Having afforded your Lordship all the infonn
ation in n1y power respecting the law appointments 
I have n1ade, it only remains for 1ne respectfully 
to express my hope that his 1\Iajesty will Le gra
ciously pleased to confirm them. 

I have the honour to be, 
l\1y Lorcl, 

Your Lordship's 
l\fost obedient humble Servant, 

( igned) F. B. I-IEAD~ 
T 
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No. 200. 
Downing St~reet, July 14th, 1837. 

SIR, 
I have had the honour to receive your despatch of 

the 5th of April last, No. 41, enclosing the copy of 
a gazette extraordinary, notifying certain legal ap
pointments which you had made, in conformity with 
an Act passed by the Legislature of Upper Canada, 
during the last session. The public events ,vbich 
have occurred since my receipt of that Act have 
hitherto rendered it iinpossible to sub1nit it for the 
Royal sanction. But I trust that I shall have it in 1ny 
power to com1nunicate to you the Queen's pleasure 
respecting it at an early period. In the mean tin1e 
her Majesty comn1ands me to express her approbation 
of the appointment of l\Ir. Jameson to be Vice Chan
cellor, and of Messrs. A. Maclean and Jonas Jones 
to be Judges in the Court of Queen's Bench, and I 
shall take an early opportunity of trans1nitting to you 
the necessary warrants under the royal sign manual 
conferring those appointments. . 

The selection of Mr. Hagerman to be Attorney
General appears to be more open to question. I 
arn fully prepared to admit, as a general rule, the 
clain1 of the Solicitor-General not to be passed over 
in any new arrangen1ents such as those to which 
your despatch refers, and I mn of opinion that such a 
clailn should not be set aside without smne strong 
and paran1ount reason. I am also willing to give the 
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greatest weight to the representations which you lw.ve 
addressed to 1ne in 1\'Ir. I-Iagern1an's favour, founded 
both on his private character and public merit. It 
is, however, essential that the gentleman who fills the 
high and responsible office of Attorney-General 
should hold opinions on questions of general policy. 
and relating to the ad1ninistration of the affairs of 
the province, in unison ·with those of the Executive 
Govennnent. 

I have no reason to doubt that you have received 
the utuwst support and co-operation from the Solici
tor General, but I a1n bound to add that, if the senti
Inents ascribed to 1\fr. Hagerman in the resolutions, 
a copy of which I have the honour t~ enclose, be 
really entertained by him, and have been publicly ex
pressed by hin1 in his place as a me1nber ·of the pro
vincial Legislature during the last session, a very 
wide difference exists between his view and that of 
her 1\Iajesty's Government, supported by the opinion 
given by the Law Officers of the Crown in 1819, as 
to the rights of the Church of Scotland in Upper 
Canada under the Act of 1791.* As these resolu-

* The offensive sentiment which Mr. Hagerman, in a most angry 
discussion in the House of Assembly, is accused of having uttered, 
was as follows:-" The Church of England is the Established Church, 
-the Roman Catholic Church is an Established Church, but .the 
Church of Scotland is no more an Established Church than that of 
any other dissenting body in the province.''-Mr. Hagerman denies 
having uttered these words. 

T2 
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tions have been transtnittecl to n1e by an individual 
membe1· of the General Assetnbly of the Church of 
Scotland, and as I have not received any information 
from you on the subject, I an1 willing to hope that 
some 1nisapprehension tnay have existed as to the 
real nature of the language mnployed by Mr. Ha
gennan. I shall therefore suspend my opinion as to 
the propriety of his advance1nent to the office of 
Attorney-General, until he shall have had an oppor
tunity of offering any explanation which he may 
desire to give with reference to this subject. You 
will cmnmunicate to lVIr. l-lagennan a copy of so 
1nuch of this despatch as relates to hiin, together with 

a copy of the enclosed paper. 
There is another subject noticed in your despatch, 

to which it is necessary that I should advert. You 
state that it has been with unfeigned regret that you 
have on1ittecl to recon11nend for one of the new legal 
appoinhnents lVIr. Bidwell, whose professional talents 
you consider superior to those of at least one of the 
gentle1nen selected by you, while his character is ir
reproachable. You observe, however, that l\1r. Bid
well's object, " so far as it could be elicited by the 
conduct of his associates," was to separate Upper 
Canada from the parent state, and you clain1 my 
assent to the proposition, that, " where a n1an ads 
with disloyal associates, his talents aggravate rather 
than extenuate his offence.'' I need not assure you 

of the great weight which I attach to any opinion re-
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specting the affairs of Upper Canada deliberately 
expressed by you, and I have accordingly felt bound 
in the present instance to defer to your judg1neut 
relative to 1\lr. Bidwell. But, considering that the 
disloyalty which is imputed to Mr. Bidwell's asso
ciates is not charged against himself, or attein pted 
to be proved by any act of his ;* that he has, for the 
present at least, withdrawn hi1nself frmn political 
strife ; and that his legal abilities and high 1noral cha
racter are acknowledged and respected even by his 
political opponents; I cannot regard the part which 
het fO'J·me'l'ly took in local politics as an insuperable 
barrier to his future aclvuncement in his profession. 
On tlze cont1·m-y, adverting to the general estimate of 
his qualifications for a seat on the Bench, it appears 
to nw that the public interests would be p1·omoted by 
securing his services; nor ·would it be of slight inl
portance to convince the inhabitants of Upper Canada 
that, in the selections for judicial offices, the Execu
tive Government is actuated by no other feeling than 
an anxiety to promote the welfare of all classes of 
her l\Iajesty's subjects. If, therefore, as you appear 
to anticipate, another vacancy should occur mnong 
the Judges of the Court of J{ing's Bench, it is the 

* See the insulting accusations made against me to the King and 
to the House of Commons (page 81), both signed Mm·shal Spring 
Bidwell. 

·1· Mr. Bidwell's opposition to monarchial institutions had not 
ceased. 



278 

wish of her l\fajesty's Govern1nent that the ~·ituation 
~·hould be offered to M1·. Bid well, and they will hea1· 
with much pleasure t!tat he has accepted it. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your n10st obedient hu1nble servant, 

GLENELG. 

No. 99. 
Gove1·nment House, Tm·onto, lOth Sept., 1837. 

l\fy LoRD, 
I have to ackno·wledge the receipt of the following 

despatches, which I have had the honour to receive 
from your Lordship. 

1st. Despatch No. 158, dated 5th April, 1837, 
repeating to 1ne that the reasons I submitted to your 
Lordship for having ren1oved Judge Ridout fi·01n 
office appear to your Lordship inadequate, and that 
your Lordship still withholds your approbation of 
the measures adopted in l\fr. Ridout's case. 

2nd. Despatch No. 200, dated 14th July, 1837, 
infonning 1ne that your Lordship has not been pleased 
to confirn1 the appointments of the Attorney and So
licitor General, which on the 5th of April last I had 
the honour to notify to your Lordship in a Gazette 
extraordinary, but that it is the wish of her l\1ajesty's 
Governn1ent that the situation of Judge of the Court 
of l{ing's Bench should, in case of an expected 
vacancy, be offered to Marshal Spring Bidwell, the 
Speaker of the late House of Assembly, the leader of 
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the Republicans in this province, and the fellow
labourer and con·e pondent of lVIr. Speaker Pa
pmeau. 

As, after very deliberate consideration, I have deter
Inined to take upon n1y elf the serious re ponsibility 
of positively 'refusing to place 1\Ir. Bid·well on the 
Bench, or to restore Mr. George Ridout to the 
Judgeship frmn which I have re1noved hin1, I feel it 
n1y duty, not only re pectfully to explain to your 
Lordship the reason of n1y conduct, but frankly to 
disclose to your Lordship opinions and sentilnents 
which, being ho tile to the policy of tbe Colonial 
Office, ought not to be 'vithheld fro1n ~our Lord
ship. 

I feel confident that your Lord hip will, with the 
equanin1ity which distinguishes your character, cahnly 
listen to the observations I mn about to make, and I 
can assure your Lordship that at the present instant 
there is no feeling nwre strongly in1pres ed in n1y 
own n1ind, than that, in the utterance of strong opi
nions which I feel nwst deeply, I may not be led 
away to use an expression 'vhich can in any way be 
considered as evincing a want of that respect which 
is justly due to your Lordship, as 'vell as to the high 
station you hold. 

My declining, or, in plain terms, n1y refusing, to 
carry your Lordship's orders into effect, would, I mn 
mvare, conunonly be considered as an overt act of 
hostility, but when it is considered that the popula-
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tion of out· colonies amounts to 99,000,000 of people 
scattered over thirty-five portions of the globe, it n1ust 

be evident that their prosperity depends, not only on 
the Colonial Minister commanding what he dee1ns to 
be right, but on the Colonial Governors refusing, at 
tlzei'l' pe1il, to execute what they conscientiously be

lieve to be wrong. 
In a conflict of this nature, it does not therefore 

necessarily follow that disobedience in a Lieutenant
Governor is disaffection to the Minister; and, although 

I an1 sensible that your Lordship has power abruptly 
to tenninate such objection on 1ny part by in1n1ediate 
dismissal, yet I have no observations to offer on that 
subject, as it is my own duty, and not your Lordship's, 

that I mn at present de:sirous to perform. 
My Lord, in my despatch, dated 18th Nov. last, 

(page 204,) I reSI)ectfully informed your Lordship 

" that, in n1y htnnble opinion, the whole blame of the 
dissensions which exist in the Canadas rests neither 
upon the surface of the country, nor upon the nwrals 

of the people, but on the conciliatory 1neasures which, 
under successive administratio11s, have been unremit

tingly applied by the Colonial Office." 
I stated to your Lordship that " the British popu

lation of the Canadas, tlw Chief Justice, the Law 

Officers of the Crown, and eYery faithful public 
servant were of this OJ)inion ; and that, although her 
Majesty were suddenly to arrive in the Canadas, there 

·was no one of those I had enumerated who would 
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not be proud to follow her with devotion frmn Niagara 
to Quebec; yet that, if a rep res ntative of our colonial 
policy were to appear here, "I declared to your I~ord-
hip" that, in n1y opinion, ''he would be seen to tra

verse the Canadas alone." 
In this statement I com1nunicated to your Lordship 

the truth, but not the whole truth. Your Lordship's 
late despatches oblige 1ne to supply the deficiency. 

My Lord, there exists in this country no personal 
feeling against your Lordship, but the loyal British 
population of the Canadas loudly complain that there 
exists in the colonial department an invisible over
ruling influence, which either favours the introduc
tion of republican principles as productive, in theory, 
" of the greatest happiness to the greatest nu1nber," 
or, acting under the mistaken persuasion that demo
cracy n1ust inevitably prevail over this continent, 
deems it politic to clear the way for it introduction, 
rather than atten1pt to oppose its progress; in short, 
it has for many years been generally believed that 
however loyal 1nay be the HEAD of the colonial de
partment, its HEART is in favour, not only of repub
lican institutions, but of the expediency of assisting 
rather than of retarding the launching our North 
American Colonies into that vast ocean of de1nocracy, 
upon "'hich the United States, the cable of their 
public credit having snapped, are at this ITIOinent 
driving without rudder or cmnpass. 

If a staten1ent of the above opinions were to reach 
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your Lordship anonymously, or bearing the signature 
of a few individuals, or even of a large body of incli
viduals, it 'vould, of course, be cast aside as con
ten1ptible; but your Lordship, whose attach1nent to 
the British Constitution is well known, will, I con
ceive, be startled when I tell you, not only that the 
British population of the Canadas partake largely of 
this opinion, but that I, her l\fajesty's representative 
in this province, am of that opinion ; that the late 
Lieutenant-Governor, Sir John Colborne, who had 
eight years' experience, is of that opinion; that Lieu
tenant-General Sir Peregrine Maitland, who as Lieu
tenant-Governor, had ten years' experience, is of that 
opinion; I believe Lord Aylmer, Lord Dalhousie, 
Sir A. Camp bell (the late Lieutenant-Governor of 
Ne·w Brunswick), to be of that opinion; and, more
over, that if the Lieutenant-G-overnors of all the Bri
tish Colonies were to be exa1nined by your Lordship, 
their testiinony would, generally speaking, substan
tiate rather than deny what I have stated. 

If your Lordship believes the state1nent I have 
n1ade, the concurrent opinions I have quoted must be 
conclusive; if, on the other hand, your Lordship doubts 
the accuracy of my statement, I beg your Lordship 
to PXan1ine the witnesses, whose na1nes I have sub
mitted to you. I have had no communication 'vith 
any of them, but fr01n the seat of Govern1nent of this 
province, where the sentiments of 1ny predecessors 
are recorded, I clearly see what is passing before 1ny 
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eyes, I plainly hear what is sounding in everybody's 
ears. 

Your Lordship 1nust, of course, be aware, that a 
monarchy 1nay be Inechanically lowered into a re
public by 1neans of an inclined plane, the angle of 
·which n1ay be so acute, that the surface to a co1nnwn 
observer appears to be level; but lest this metaphor 
should not be clear to your Lordship, I will state in 
still plainer terms, that the way to convert a monar
chy into a republic, is to take every opportunity to 
subtract power fi·on1 the Crown, in order to add or 
give it to the people. 

Now, it 1nust he evident to your Lordship, that this 
arrangement may be practically effected by a secret 
influence, which it Inay he almost in1possible to detect. 
For instance, there may be appointed to the Goveruw 
nwnt of her 1\fa.jesty's Colonies a series of n1ilitary 
men, each ignorant of the principles of civil govern
Inent, as well as unacquainted with the various classes 
of society of which it is composed. During their ini
tiation to their new professions, every encourageinent 
may be given at your Lordship's office to representa
tions arriving there fr01n any portion of" the people;" 
while, on the other hand, every possible discourage
Inent 1nay he given to the friends and supporters of 
n1ona.rchy. A n1an, asking for concessions, nuty 
invariably be represented to your Lordship as higl1ly 
intelligent and re. pectable ; a nutn stanchly re
coiniuending their refusal, 1nay be tenued politically 
biassed. 
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'fhe Lieutenant-Governors, observing that they are 
applauded whenever they concede any thing to the 
l-Iouse of Assen1bly, and that, somehow or other, 
they invariably get the1nselves into difficulty when
ever they support the Legislative Council, may, for 
a long tiine, be led unconsciously to do what all mi
litary 1nen are naturally disposed to do, namely, 
recklessly to carry into effect the ::,pirit of their in

structions. 
So long as they do this, they n1ay peacefully enjoy 

their stations; but when experience in their new 
professions opens their eyes,-when reflection staggers 
their judgment,-when beginning to perceive that 
concessions to what is falsely called "the people" 
increase rather than satiate the appetite,-they appeal 
to the Colonial Office, and, in language n1ilitary rather 
than diplmnatic, bid then1 " be Ji'rrn," then, and frmn 
that moment, they may im1nediately find thmnselves 

unaccountably afflicted with a s'veating sickness, 
which is a sure precursor of their removal. The lan
guage of praise ceases to cheer them,-they 1nay re
ceive slight rebukes,-objections n1ay be raised to the 
appointments which they make,--people who oppose 
the1n in the colony may be raised to distinction,-any 
trifling disputes in which they 1nay Le involved 1nay 
invariably be decided against then1,-their tiny autho
rity in the colony 1nay continually be shaken, until, 
by a 1·epetition of petty circumstances, which mortify 
rather than offend) they 1nay become disgusted with 
their duty, they 1nay inte1nperately proffer their re-
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~ignation, a new 1nan may Le appointed, and the 
smne process may be renewed. 

The whole of these circun1stances 1nay occur, the 
democratic power 1nay gradually be increased, the 
influence of the executive 1nay gradually be dimi
ni heel, the whole loyal population 1nay becmne in
dignant at observing their inevitable declination to
wards democracy, and yet there 1nay be no particular 
moment, or no one particular circumstance sufficiently 
strong to arouse the Coloniall\1inisterto a knowledge 
of the dreadful fact, that the tendency of his own 
office is republican, and that, while all on its surface 
is seen :flowing towards the throne, a strong under
current is absolutely carrying everything away fr01n 
it! 

The case I have just sketched 1nay be 1nerely one 
of in1agination; but I beg your Lordship to keep it in 
n1incl, as I bring before your patient consideration the 
following statements and observations :-

1\fy Lord, on 1ny assuming the govermnent of this 
province, I ·was desired by your Lordship to consider 
as the guide of 1ny proceedings Lord Gosford's in
structions, in which were contained the following 
words :-" In every part of the instructions with 
'vhich, either as Chief C01nmissioner or as Governor, 
you are charged, conciliation, and the reconcile1nent 
of all past grievances, are studiously presented as the 
great object of your n1ission." 

Being convinced that the concessions which had 
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been made in our colonies to the advocates of demo
cracy had been the sole cause of the disturbances in 
the Canadas, I, very shortly after 1ny arrival here, ex

pressed myself to your Lordship as follows:-
" The 1nore seriously I contmnplate the political 

tranquillity of this province, the nwre stedfastly an1 I 
convinced in my opinion, that cool, stern, decisive, un

conciliatory measures form the 1nost popular systen1 
of government that can be exercised towards the free 
and high-minded inhabitants of the Canadas." 

I need not observe to your Lordship that it is iin
possible .for two systmns to be 1nore dimnetrically 
opposed to each other than that prescribed to Lord 
Gosford and that which I had detennined to pursue. 

I had not the slightest intention to rebel against 
·what I considered to be your Lordship's policy, 
( na1nely, the 1naintenance of the l{ing' s authority in 
the Canadas,) but, being convinced that this object 
could only be obtained by the means I have ex·· 
plained, I did not hesitate to inforn1 your Lordship 
of the course I had deliberately detennined to pur

sue. 
J\ly policy having been shortly explained, I beg 

leave to bring before your Lordship's 1nind the fol- · 
lowing sketch of 1ny principles, as they have been 
avowed to your Lordship in my various despatches. 

[Long extracts of my despatches are here quoted) which, 

having been already submitted to the reader) it would be 

tedious to repeat. J 
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I have now recapitulated to your Lordship a plain 
staten1ent of the policy and principles ·which have 
regulated my proceedings; and, without advocating 
any political theory, I only refer to the practical 
result of the conciliatory system which has been 
adopted in Lower Canada, and of the non-conciliatory 
system which has been adopted in Upper Canada, 
and respectfully say to your Lordship, "Look on 
this picture and on that!" 

As far as regards your Lordship's approbation of 
my services, I have every reason to be grateful for 
the tenus in ·which it has been expressed, and for the 
distinction which his late lVIajesty has graciou ly 
conferred upon me; but I have now arrived at the. 
point of 1ny narrative in which I think it will appear 
'vhai sort of reception Iny principles and policy have 
Inet 'vith from the Colonial Office. 

[Long extracts of my despatches, all complaining of 
want of support, are here quoted, but, as they have been 
already before the reader, it would be tedious to repeat 
them.] 

It being very desirable that I should secure the 
services of 1ny Presiding Councillor, the Honourable 
R. B. Sullivan, a lawyer of considerable e1ninence, 
who of course could not devote to Ine his whole tinlC 
for the councillor's salary of 100!. a-year, I gave hin1 
an appoinbnent, which, as he immediately quitted his 
profe ·sion, I requested n1ight be confirmed. A tech
nical objection was im1nediately raised in your Lord-
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ship's office to this reco1n1nendation; and, though I 
earnestly repeated it, Mr. Sullivan's appointinent has 
not, at the expiration of fourteen n1onths, even yet 

been confirn1ed. 
I have now to proceed to your Lordship's despatch 

No. 200, dated 14th July, 1837, in w·hich I learn 
that her Majesty's Attorney and Solicitor-General of 
this province, both of whmn \Vere lately appointed by 
1ne, have not been confirn1ed by your Lordship. My 

Presiding Councillor, and both 1ny law officers, thus 
stand at this moment before the public in the equi
vocal situation of having been countenanced by 1ne, 
and being discountenanced by the Colonial Office, 
the moral of which evidently appears to the public 
to be, that her l\1ajesty's Government has no confi
dence in the Lieutenant-Governor of this province. 

My Lord, I refer with satisfaction to the despatch 
I had the honour to address to your Lordship on the 
subject of the late law appointments, as 1ny conscience 
tells me that the difficult duty I was then called upon 
to perform was executed with caution, reflection, and 
strict impartiality. 

With respect to the Attorney-General, whose feel
ings at this mmnent must be suffering severely frmn 
the indignity which has so publicly been offered to 
hi1n, I find frmn your Lordship's despatch that, 
although it is adn1itted that as the late Solicitor-Ge
neral of this province he (l\'lr. I-Iagennan) had a 
r laim not to be passed over on the pron1otion of the 
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Attorney-General, l\Ir .• J a1neson, to be Vice-Chan
cellor (au appointment which your Lordship has 
confirmed), although your Lordship acknowledgrs 
1\fr. I-Iagennan's public and private n1erit, as also 
that as Solicitor-General he has afforded 1ne the 
utnwst support and co-operation, yet, in spite of all 
this, and I Inust re. pectfully add, in spite of the shock 
·which the marked disapproval of the Coloniall\Ii
ni ter gives to 1ny administration, yet 1\Ir. Hager
Inan' , pronwtion has been publicly stopped Inerely 
because, in onw resolutions passed by the congre
gation of a single church, in a single town in this 
province, it was printed in a nenr,;;paper that, in a reli
gious di cussion in the Ilouse of As"'embly, he uttered 
an opinion concerning the rights of the Church of 
Scotland which '''as illegal. 

1\fy Lord, the Htory of 1\Ir. Hagennan's conduct 
on the great subject of the clergy reserves was 
hortly as follows: "\Vhen that question 1ras about 

to be brought before the Assembly, I fore;:Jaw it 
would give rise to a mo t angry debate, which would 
probably end in nothing. I, therefore, although I 
had no precise instructions on the subject, determined 
to use all the influence in 1ny poirer to help the ques
tion to a conclusion; and I accordingly determined 
to recomn1end that the reserves should be divided 
mnong the churches of England, Scotland, Rome, 
and 'Vesleyan lVfethodists, in the proportions which 

u 
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the population of those great sects relatively bear to 
each other in the 1nother-country. 

On suln11itting this abstract proposition to Mr. 
Hagerman, he at once assented to the church of Eng
land, the church of Scotland, and the l\iethodists 
sharing the reserves ; but he avmvcd to n1e that, un
less strong arguments 'vere adduced, he could not 
conscientiously be the advocate of the Roman Church. 
The more I argued in favour of that part of 1ny 
proposition, the n1ore did l\ir. Hagerman urge his 
objections to it; and I can truly add, the n10re did I 
respect hiin for doing so. He firmly adhered to his 
opinion; but he concluded by observing, that, though 
he could not promise to vote in favour of the Catho
lics, yet, for 1ny sake, he 'rould retire from opposing 
their admission. I conceived that, on a question of 
conscience, l\1r. I-Iagern1an ought not to have clone 
1nore than he did. I-Iowever, after all, the proposal 

never can1e to a division. 
Finding that party-feeling was running so high 

that it was i1npossible for any 1nan breathing to 
guide it, I Lecame of opinion that it would be pru
dent to auandon the contest by }Jlacing the reserves 
at the disposal of his Majesty, or, in other words, by 
reinvesting the1n in the Crown. This proposition I 
explained to l\Ir. Ilagern1an, who brought it forward 
in the House of Asse1nbly, aJvocated it most ably, 
and failed jn carrying it only by one vote. 
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The great di cussion having thus failed, it wa~, 
therefore, abandoned in despair by all parties ; but a 
1nemorial ·was addressed to the House of Assetnb1y 
by the minister., elders, and congregation of Lan
ca ter, in connexion ·with the Church of Scotland, 
COinplaining that " tlzm·e a_ppea'red to ltave been an 
m·ganised system Jnt'J\flued by the dijfe1·ent Provincial 
Administrations, of thwarting them in the attainment 
of thei?· Ju~J·t and legal 'l'i!(hts :" that the endow
lnent of the fifty-seven rectories was "unJust, illegal, 
mtd unconstitutional;" and cc tllat you?· memm·ialists 
complain especially of the power whiclt tlte Act under 
which these rectories lwve been established gives to 
the Clnl/rclt cif England, of lording it over our con
.s·cience~J·, and e<!'ercising a .sph·itual tyranny ove'J· us, 
to which, as conscientiouly attaclzed to the doct1·ine, 
discipline, and wm·~J·hijJ of the Pre~J·byterian ckurc!-t 
we cannot .s·ubmit.'' 

It was impossible for any one acquainted with the 
religious feelings which existed at tl1at moment in 
the Ilouse of Assembly to read the language of this 
petition without foretelling that it l'i'ould Le produc
tive of a violent religious debate : and, accordingly, 
as soon as the subject wa broached the conflict Le
gan. Sometimes the Scotch got uppermost-some
titne the Engli ·h-Lut what was ~jnculated by either 
I lJeJieve no man living can declare. J-fowel-er, it 
happened that 1\Ir.l\f'Kenzie's newspaver came out 
the next day, and, as he is not only a Scotchman, 

TT 2 
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but one of J\'Ir. Hagennan's bitterest enetnies, your 

Lordship may easily conceive that JVIr. Hagerman's 

speech was purposely and n1ischievously made as 

offensive as possible to the Scotch. As I never do 

read the debates-which I know to be inaccurately 

reported-! have not the 1nost distant idea of what 

was published on this subject, but I understand it 

'vas transferred from Mr. M'l(enzie's paper to 

others; and the consecruence was, that the congre

gation of St. Andrew's Church, in the town of 

J{jngston, at an evening meeting, p~tssecl ten re"'ohl

tions, two of which censured the Solicitor-General, 

1\fr. f-Iagerrnan, for the incorrect statements and in

temperate language he had been declared to have 

uttered respecting the church and clergy of Scot
land.ox= 

I have now detailed to your Lordship J\'fr. I-Iager

Jnan's conduct as regards the great question of the 

dergy reserves, and I cannot but feel n1ost deeply 

the treatment he has received. 
1\Ir. I-Iagerman's whole life in this province has 

l>een one of loyalty to b is Sovereign, and of nattional 

attachn1ent to the 1nother-country. 

In the field, as weU as on the floor of the I-Iouse 

* The words imputed to Mr. Hagerman-who denies to have 

uttered them-were : "The Church of England is the established 

Church; the Roman Catholic Church is an established Chur·ch; hut 

the Chnrch of Scotland i'i no more an established Church than that 

of any other dissenting body in the province." 
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oi Assembly, he has done his duty ; and while the 
republican nwjority were again t him, night after 
night was he seen fearlessly standing as Solicitor
General of the province against language ·which 
would have disheartened ahnost any man. 

On the promotion of the Attorney-General he na
t tu·ally looked for cli tinction and re·ward ; but it is 
sickening to the heart to observe that all his services 
lu.1.ve been forgotten, that he has Leen publicly dis~ 
countenanced by the Govermnent he had served, for 
no other reason than because, by smne channel or 
other, a newspaper account of a conunon religious 
~quabble 'vas allowed to enter the Colonial Office! 
l\iy Lord, this very n1an, l\1 'Kenzie, who published 
the state111ent to 'vhich I allude, is known to eYery 
one to be the disseininator of falsehoods (j' the 
grossest descrjption, and I have no hesitntion in se y
iug that no man's character or promotion is safe iu 
this province if extracts from his ne"·spaper are to 
be received at the Colonial Office as evidence of 
guilt.* But even supposing the speeches of the 

':' As a specimen of 1\Ir. M'Kenzie's falsehoods, I may state that 
one morning, while I was at Toronto, there appeared in his 1 aper u. 

detailed account of my having been taken before a magistrate in the 
province for horse-stealing. l\Iinute circumstances were detailed, my 
examination was giren, and eventually the \Yorcls by which it ·was 
stated I had tlt last made myself known to the magi trate. 

The story from beginning to end being a. falsehood, Mr. M'Kcnzie 
was asked how he could l)Ossibly haYc made such a statement, to 

which he answered, " Oft, it served my 1-urpose !" which \Yas, to 
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members of the House of Assmnbly were correctly 
reported, surely it cannot be desirable to establish as 

a precedent that every \Vord that in the heat of de-

- bate may be uttered by a 1nember on the floor of that 

House, flies to the Colonial Office, to arise in j udg

Inent against him, in cas-e he be reconnnencled for 
reward. But in this particular case of 1\ir. Hager

man's a n1ost singular circun1stance has occurred. 

The state1nent concerning the rectories submitted by 

your Lordship for opinion to the crown officers of 

England has completely overlooked Lord Bathurst's 
despatches, dated 2nd April, 1818, and 22nd July, 

18:25, which contain the very authority in question. 

The decision of the crown officers of England is 

consequently erroneous; and, in reading the de

spatches alluded to, your Lordship 'vill at once per

ceive that what they declare to be "not valid or law

ful " is in fact both one and the other. This error 

may throw the 'vhole of this province into co1nmotion., 

and I mention this circumstance as a strong proof 

that, as mistakes, even in deliberately \Vritten docu

Inents, must occasionally occur, how hard it is to 

punish th0 Attorney-General of Upper Canada for an 

illegal opinion, \vhich is merely reported in a news

paper to have escaped him in the anger of debate, 

and which after all he DENIES TO HAVE UTTERED. 

irculate the libel "in t}e back woods. It however went much further 
1or it got into the London 'Times' newspaper, and consequent!; 

went l'ound the worla. 
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I respectfully submit that your Lord~hip should 
look to the Lieutenant-Governor, and not to the edi
tor of provincial newspapers, for the fitness and 
character of an Attorney-General to the Crown. 

I have already stated to your Lordship that I have 
only offi.cial acquaintance with 1\Ir. I-Iagen11an, but I 
deeply feel for him, because I know hi1n to have 
served faithfully, and it is 1ny duty to protect those . 
·who have honestly served the King's Govern1nent. 

Of the Solicitor-General, \V. I-I. Draper, who is 
also another public sufferer from this newspaper 
report, I have but little to say, as your Lordship has 
ju t had an opportunity of judging for yourself ho1v 
far the description I had given to your Lordship of 
that gentleman was correct. He has said not one 
word to me on the subject of his appointment as 
Solicitor-General not having been confirmed, but I 
know that he n1ust feel deeply mortified. 

As far as regards n1y government, the non-confirm
ation of my la1v officers shakes it to the founda
tion-it encourages the republicans-it disheartens 
the constitutionalists. 

The despatch in which your Lordship informs n1e 
of the reasons Vi7hich have arrested the appointn1ents 
of the Attorney and Solicitor~ General of this province 
concludes by your Lordship announcing to · 1ne the 
desire of her Majesty's Governn1ent that 1\Ir. 1\Iarshal 
Spring Bid well, the leader of the republican party of 
this province, should, contrary to my recom1nendation, 
be raised to the bench ! 
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lVfy Lord, anwng the various difficult duties which 
I ~un called upon to perform, there is no one 1vhich 
requires cooler judg1nent than the in1partial selection 
of individuals for office : the duty is at all times in
vidious, but there is no part of it more painful to my 
feelings than the bad custon1 which exists of giving a 
description of the various individuals to her l\1ajesty's 
Govern1nent ; and I have often almost detennined to 
request that, so long as confidence be reposed in n1e, 
n1y appoinb11ents n1ay be confinned on the faith of my 
reconnnendation. 

To describe behind his back the character of every 
individual selected for office, as well as rejected by 
111e-to point out the qualifications of the one, and to 
record for ever the failings of the other-is an occu
pation revolting to my feelings; for, hmvever violently 
a 1nan 1nay have opposed the King's Government, to 
1)aint all his faults, to delineate all his weaknesses, 
and to n1ake accusations against him, which I know 
he has no pmYer to contradict, is a service which I 
think no n1an of honour ·hould ever be called upon 
to perform. In the case of l\Ir. Bidwell, I dre\v his 
cl1aracter to your Lordship with a light, and I must 
say a feeling hand; I wished to avoid saying n1ore 
of hin1 than was absolutely necessary to show your 
Lordship that I had sufficient reasons for not having 
selected hin1 for prmnotiou. 

I accordingly acknmdedged l\1r. Bidwell's ability 
and n1oral character, but added, ".vet, ana-'ious as I 
w-n to give totalent its due, I cannot but feel tlwt 
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the welfm·e and honou'J' of this p1·ovince depend on his 
lJiaJe.sty never promoting a disluyal man." 

''I theTefo'l·e contJ·ide'J· tlzat publicly to elevate JI1·. 
Bidwell to the uenclz, u·mtld dep1·ive me of tlw re~Jpect 
and confidence of the people of this p'l'ovince." 

I certainly considered that the whole tenor of my 
observations respecting 1\ir. Bidwell would have sa
tisfied he lVIajesty's Governn1ent that, in not select
ing him for pr01notion, I had reluctantly perfonned 
a necessary duty: horvever, having failed in 1ny ex
pectations, I have no"\v to detail to your Lordship 
circumstances respecting this gentlen1an which it is 
n1ost painful to Ine to record. 

1\Ir. Bidwell' father, "\vho was a pr01ninent men1-
ber in Congress, was long distinguished in the United 
States for his dete tation of Great Britain. After 
having taken the oath of allegiance to the Re
public, and of abjured allegiance to the Crown of 
England, it became necessary for him, on account of 
c nduct hich I need not relate, to abscond fr01n jus
tice; and being, in consequence, outlawed by the 
States, he Lecame an inhabitant of Upper Canada. 

On being called upon by Sir Gorclon Druminond, 
during the inva ion of this country by the Americans, 
to take the oath of allegiance to our Sovereign, he at 
fir -t refused, clailning to be a natural-born British 
subject ; but) it being resolutely required of him, he 
did so, prot sting, however, to the Inagistrate, that 
the~ oath was not binding, inasn1uch as it had been 
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the people of this province as being "little bette1• 

than a count1·y of 1'ogues and fools." 

Not satisfied with this, Mr. Bidwell, on the last 

night of the session, presented to the House of As

sembly a traitorous cmnmunication addressed to hiln 
fron1 his fello,v-labourer and colleague Mr. Speaker 
Papineau. 

This letter impeached the l(ing's n1inisters, ac .. 

cused your Lord hip of " arrogance," tenned the 
Royal Cmn1nissioners the l{ing's "deceitful agents," 

and was altogether of a purely rebellious character. 
On 1ny dissolving the parlimnent and appealing to 
the people of Upper Canada for redress, they cmn
pletely overturned the republican party in general, 
and Mr. Bid well in particular. In vain he atte1npted 
to retain his station, but he was driven by the people 
not only frmn the Speakership, but from the I-Iouse 
of Assembly itself-in fact, he actually lost his elec
tion. 

1\Iy Lord, the whole of the above facts are known 
to your Lordship, and yet in the very same despatch 
in which I learn that the promotion of her lVIajesty's 
.Attorney and Solicitor-General has, after a whole 
life of loyalty ami devotion to our Sovereign, been 
arrested, frmn a newspaper stateinent of an erroneous 
opinion said to have been uttered in the heat of a 
religious debate, I a1n infonned that, in opposition to 
1ny recon1mendation to the contrary, it is the ·wish of 

Her 1\•Iajesty's Government that Mr. Bidwe!l should 

be raised to the bench ! 
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cmnpulsory ; and, on being returned as a 1nember of 
the Provincial Parliament, he was expelled, and 
never re-elected. To the last hour of his life his 
hatred to the British constitution was consistent and 

unchanged. 
His principles were inherited by his son, whose 

talents, as your Lordship perfectly 'vell knows, have 
been unceasingly exerted in endeavouring, by sub
verting the constitution, to dethrone our Sovereign 
from this portion of his dmninions. l-Ie has been the 
untirecl advocate of republican government, and by 
his ability, and by his eloquence, he rose to becmne 
the leader of the republican party, and eventually he 
becan1e Speaker of the House of Assembly. 

"'henever he had an opportunity of expressing 
his sentiments, they were in favour of an Elective 
Legislative Council, of an Executive Council '' respon
sible to the people''-and, just as I was arriving in 
Upper Canada, he declared in the House of Assen1bly, 
that "the King had insulted the Legislature by ap
pointing Commissioners to inquire into the afiairs 

of the province." 
In his capacity of Speaker he delivered to 1ne, to 

be transmitted to the I{ing, one of the n1ost insulting 
addresses that ever has been offered to the British So
vereign. It declared that I was "despotic," "ty1·an
nical," "unjust,'' ''deceitful," that n1y conduct had 
been "derogatory to the honm~;r of the J(ing,'' "de
nw1·ali~ing to the community," and that I had treated 
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In my forn1er despatch on this subject I subn1itted 
to your Lordship that "publicly to 'rai~J·e J.VIr. Bid

well to tlze bench would dep1·ive me of the Te~pect and 

confidence of the people rif this province, tlze welfa're 

and lwnou1· of which depended on his JJiuje~J·ty 's nevm· 

promoting a di~·loyal man." 
To these principles ancl opinions 1 respectfully hut 

unalterably adhere; and nothing is therefore left for 
1ne but to declare to your Lordship, with the deepest 
regret, that so long as I re1nain Lieutenant-Gover
nor of this province, I will never raise l\Ir. Bid well 
to the bench ; and I think it proper to confess to your 
Lordship that I have at this 1noment two appoint
lnents to 1nake of King's Counsel, neither of which 

can I, conscientiously, bestow upon that gentleman, 
who has not, as your Lordship semns to conceive, 

"at least for the present witltd1·awn him~J·elf from po

litical strife," but who, in a n1oral conflict, has been 

forcibly driven fr01n the field: Seeing that I have pre
vented hitn fron1 bec01ning President of the repub
lican state of Upper Canada, he tnight now, no doubt, 
be happy to becon1e a judge under tlw tnonarchy. I 
know that he expresses his regret at having written 
to your Lordship a letter of accusations against n1e, 
which, when called upon by your Lordship's desire 

to furnish tne with a copy of, he deen1ed it prudent 
to decline, but he has never yet publicly recanted his 

11rinciples or disavowed his party, and his name is at 
this tn01nent appearing uncontradicted in the Radical 

newspapers of this 1n·ovince as follows:-
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''Resolved, that 1·eposing the greatest confidence 
in ourfellow-citizens,-

Jolzn Rolplt, JJI.P.P. (now an absconded t1·aitor) 

lJiarshall Spring Bid well, (left the p1·ovince) 

S. D. 1llorrison, JJI.P.P. (tried fm· treason) 

J wnes Liplic, } 
r H p . (notorious 1·epublicans) tJames . 1·we, 

John Edward Sims, and 
Robed JJ[' [{ay, E:;·qui1·es; 

" TVe do hereby nominate and appoint them, Mem

bers of the Provincial Convention for the city of 

Toronto ; carried unanim,ously and by acclamation." 

I have now to reply to your Lordship's despatch, 

No. 158, dated 5th April, 1837, respecting 1\fr. G. 

Ridout, which involves constitutional principles of 

the same vital irnportauce as those which relate to 
1\Ir. Bidwell. 

1\Ir. Ridout's case is shortly a follows:-=.. 

On the 12th July, 1836, my Secretary addressed 

to 1\Ir. Ridout a letter, of which the following is a 

copy:-

Sm, 
Government House, July 12, 1836. 

I am commanded by the Lieutenant-Governor to call 

your attention to the enclosed printed addrc~s, which has 

lately been widely circulated by and a on behalf'' of a 

society of which it appear::; you are an active member. 

The Lieutenant-Governor desires me to observe that the 

language contained. in that audress has hitherto remainea 

unnoticed by him only from his determination not to inter-
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fere with that public verdict which he felt confident the 

country would clearly express; but as the elections are 

over, his Excellency considers that in order to maintain the 

happy constitution of this province inviolate it is absolutely 

necessary, in obeuience to the King's instructions, that no 

person should be permitted to retain any office of trust or 

confidence under the British Government, who attempts 

(however unsuccessfully) to insult the LirutE>nant-Governor 

of this province by language such as is contained in your 
society's address. His Excellency therefore deems it his 

painful duty to direct me to inform you that his Majesty 

has no further occasion for your services as Judge of the 

Niagara District Court and Justice of the Peace. 
I haYe, &c. 

J. JoSEPH. 

On the 12th Septeinber, 1836, I trans1nitted to 
your Lordship a l\'Ien10rial frorn this gentleinan, com
plaining that he had experienced unjust treahnent 

from 1ne, in having been dismissed fron1 the situations 
of .Judge of the Distriet Court of Niagara, of Justice 
of the Peace, and of Colonel of l\Ii1itia. Conceiving 
that your Lordship had confidence in my character 
and judgment, and having neither time nor inclina
tion to detail the 1nany reasons which had induced 
1ne, after n1ature deliberation, to determine on Judge 
Ridout's dis1nissal, I dee1ned it sufficient 1nerely to 

inforn1 your Lordship 

"That on the 27th March last Mr. George Ridout, 

heading the deputation, read that adclress to me from a 

public meeting held at the City Hall, by Dr. O'Grady, 
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(Editor of the CO'J·respondent and Advocate), and others 

which I forwarded to your Lord hip on the 6th of April 
last, in my despatch No. 24. 

" Shortly afterwards Mr. Ridout made a declaration 
which became the subject of general conversation, that in 

the event of his being dismissed by me from office, ' I 
should deserve to be tarted and feathered, and that he 

tcould lend a hand to do so.' 

"In one of the public offices at Toronto he declared that 
we must or should hare ' Wm· to the knife.' 

(t Mr. George Ridout was a frequent attendant as 1-vell as 

speaker at the Con titutional Reform Society, from which 

was ~ widely circulated a printed address, signed by Dr. 
Baldwin, of which the following is an extract: 

" 'It is our duty calmly to assuTe you that the ronduct 

of SiT F. B. Head has been alike a disregard of constitu-, 

tional Gove?·?wzent and of candour and tndh in his state

ments.' 

"Mr. Ridout declares he is not a membet of this society, 
yet from his frequent attendance and speaking at the 

meetings of this society before as well as after it had, for 

mere electioneering purpose, changed its name (only a few 

weeks ago) from the a Alliance'' to the "Constitutional 

Rrform Society," I felt I had a right to conside1· him as an 

active member. Previous, howe-rer, to declaring him to be 

such I took the precaution of obtaining a legal opinion on 

the subject, which wa , that l\Ir. Ridout did appear to be 

an actirc member of the said society. 
" It is perfectly true that old l\'lr. Ridout was a loyal, 

gentlemanlike, and estimable man, and it was from a bene
volent desire to reclaim Mr. George Riclout, his son, from 

radical principles, that the situations he held were succes-
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sively heapacl up:m him by Sir Peregt·ine Maitland and by 

Sir John Colborne; but th~ more he was favoured, the 

more violent he became, and when a judge and colonel of 

militia he talkecl about tarring and feathering the K.ing's 

representative, and I considered it was my duty to inform 

him that his ~1ajesty had no fnrther occasion for his services. 

" I may adcl, that shortly after my arrival here, I myself 

took a great deal of trouble to endeavour to reclaim l\1r. 

George Ridout, and kindly to persuade him of his errors, 

but in vain." 

In reply to the above con1n1unication, which con
tained an outline of the charges against 1\:Ir. Ridout, 
as well as what he has alleged in his defence, your 
Lordship was pleased to c01n1nand me to replace l\1 r. 
Ridout in the various ernployments fr01n which he 
had been renwved. It being utterly impossible for 
1ne to obey this order, and retain 1ny authority in the 
province, I in11nediately addressed to your Lordship 
a very long despatch, No. 13, dated 5th February, 
1837, to which I particularly beg leave to refer your 
Lordship, showing your Lordship, that far frmn hav
ing acted hastily, I had not dis1nissed Judge Ridout 
until I had consulted and received the concurrent 
advice of the Attorney-General of this province, as 
also of rny Executive Council. 

I also referred your Lorclshi p to an extraordinary 
document in n1y favour, transmitted by the House 
of Assembly not only to your Lordship but to both 
!-louses of the Imperial Parlimnent, of which the 
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following is an extract :- "Few governors of a 
colony were ever placed in circun1stances of greater 
difficulty than those which assailed Sir Francis I-Iead 
within three n1onths of his assu1ning the government 
of this province ; and it is perhaps not too n1uch to 
say, that no n1an could have 1net those difficulties, 
ungenerously and un'reasonably thrown in his way, 
with 1nore temper, firmness, and judgment, than he 
did." 

l\fy despatch contained n1any other docun1ents, 
all supporting me in the course I had adopted ; how ... 
ever, after having 1naturely considered this evidence, 
your Lordship was pleased again to reply, that you 
" felt it your duty still to withhold your approbation 
of the measures adopted in _1\,fr. Ridout's case.'' 

It is useless for 1ne to presume to argue any longer 
with your Lordship, or with 1\fr. Ridout, on this sub
ject, 1\Ir. Ridout resting his whole defence upon two 
quibbles :-1st, That he was not a member of the 
Constitutional Reform Society, which I have always 
admitterl, having 1nerely said that, by constantly 
attending and speaking there, he appeared to be a 
member ; and, 2nd, That he opposed the naiue of 
the society being changed from the " Alliance So
ciety" to the " Constitutional Refonn Society;"
which latter argu1nent, as I have already explained 
to your Lordship, is the sa1ne as if a clergyman, on 
being expelled by his bishop for attending an irreJi ... 
gious 111eeting, ·were to prove that he had opposed 

X 
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the society becon1ing deistical, because he wished it 
to remain atheistical. 

I have no further accusations to make against Mr. 
Rid out; I have nothing further to urge against what 
he has said in his defence, but having, as Lieutenant
Governor, by the advice of my Council, deliberately 
selected hi1n for punishment. as the 1nost inten1-
perate of my opponents, I feel it necessary, as in the 
case of l\fr. Bidwell, respectfully, but explicitly, to 
declare to your Lordship, that, so long as I am 
deeined cmnpetent to l)e Lieutenant-Governor of this 
province, I decline to have any further communi
cation with l\fr. Ridout, and must decline to restore 
hiin to the stations from which I have removed him. 

My Lord, I have many similar subjects to those 
which I have already introduced, but will trouble 
your Lordship with only one more, namely, your 
Lordship's despatch of the 6th June, 1837, in which 
I mn censured by your Lordship for not having sent 
l\'lr. -- ·with my despatches respecting the Ino
netary affairs of Upper Canada, instead of the 
Hon. W. H. Draper, a member of 1ny Executive 
Cooooil. · 

Your Lordship is already aware that 1\'Ir. --, 
as a member of my late Executive Council, signed 
that hostile docu1nent which involved 1ne in one of 
the greatest struggles recorded in the Colonial Office, 
and that he was ·subsequently appointed, by the late 
House of Assembly, as an associate 'vith l\1r. Bid-
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·well and others, to n1eet 1\fr. Papineau and others, 
on the part of Lower Canada. 

I have never con1plained to your Lordship of 
1\fr. --, or have ever shown hi1n any feeling of 
hostility; but to have selected hin1 out of the whole 

province as n1y messenger to your Lordship, in pre
ference to the confidential 1nembers of my own 
Council, would have been an act of inconsistency, 
·which would have deprived me of the confidence of 
this country. 

It \Vas with regret I observed that, after I had sent 

fr01n Upper Canada to your Lordship l\1r. Draper, 
as a mmnber of my governn1ent, possessing my con
deuce, that that gentlmnan should have been allowed 
to return without being the bearer to 1ne of a single 

line fr01n your Lordship on the subject of his especial 
mission, or any other subject, and yet that despatches, 
in which Mr. Draper hin1self 'vas particularly con
cerned and even named, were given to a 1nilitary 

officer who was a passenger in the very sa1ne packet 
with 1\fr. Draper. 

It is perfectly well known in your Lordship's office 
that in a colony very considerable i1nportance is 
assumed by any one who has· the honour to be bearer 
of your Lord hip's despatches to the Lieutenant
Governor, and I need not say that these despatches 
having been withheld from my Executive Councillor, 
and given to another, forms one of the proceedings of 
the Colonial Depart111ent, \vhich, to the people of this 

x2 
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province, appears as if it were intended to discounte
nance my ad1ninistration. 

My Lord, I have now finished my statement, and, 
although I am sensible it 1nay offend your Lordship, 
yet I lwve the consolation of reflecting that I have 
acted on the defensive solely for the benefit of this 
noble province. 

I have no complaints whatever to make against 
your IJordship, whose intentions I mn perfectly con
fident are pure and just; but it is in1possible for me 
to observe the support which, not only in this pro
vince, but elsewhere, is invariably given to the repub
lican party, and the discourage1nent w·hich is shown 
to the supporters of the British constitution, without 
becoming of opinion, that in the Colonial Office an 
invisible republican influence exists under which 
Governor after Governor has succumbed. 

It rnay he sai(l that no one of the statements I have 
n1ade, taken separately, supports so serious an accu
sation, and freely I admit it; but I ask your Lordship 
to consider whether the innumerable official obstruc 
tions which I have found in my path could all possibly 
have come there by chance? 

Whatever may be the opinion of her lVlajesty's 
Govern1nent on this subject, I do declare to your 
Lordship that I join the loyal British population of 
the Canadas in believing that such obstructions have 
been intentional, and that any Governor ,:vho acts as I 
have done, although he 1nay receive honours from his 
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sovereign, and thanks fron1 the Coloniall\iinister, will 
experience, as I have done, an intangible power which, 

though it never looks him in the face, will unequivo

cally decree,-
,, I will drain him dry as hay

Sleep shall neither night nor day 
Hang upon his pent-house lid; 
He shall live a man forbid; 
Weary seven nights nine times nine, 
Shall he dwindle, veak, and pine." 

My Lord, I can truly say that my spirits, as well 

as my strength) are worn out by the 111inute vexations 

I have 1net with, and among then1 there is nothing 

that I feel n1ore deeply than the mortification which 

those who have faithfully served the King's Govern
nlCnt are now feeling at the non-confinnation of their 
appninbnents. I i:UH not, however, writing under 
the influence of temper, but n1y judgntent calmly 

warns 1ne tl1at it is impossible for any government 
on earth to be carried on lvithout the 1naintenance of 

a firm and consistent syste1n of rewards and punish
Inents, and that, if the Colonial Office reward those I 
punish, and punish tlwse whmn I reward, n1y autho

rity here, as ·well as 1ny character, n1ust Le ruined. 

I have not been hasty either in 1ny opinions or in 
my n1easures, for from the 1noment of my arrival to 

the present day, my despatches have invariably ex
pressed to your Lordship sentiments such as are 
contained in the follmoring extract, \Yhich was ad

dressed to your Lord~hip E:J·ereuteen months ago. 
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"It is out of my power to describe to your Lord
ship, without the appearance of exaggeration, the 
joy and gladness expressed to me by all parties at 
the constitutional resistance I have n1ade. But I 
will not conceal from your Lordship that there is one 
question at this m01nent in almost everybody's mouth, 
namely, 'Will the Lieut.-GovernO'J' be supported by 
the Home Government?' ' HE NEVER WILL !' say 
the Radicals; 'WE FEAR HE WILL NOT!' say the 
Constitutionalists. 

"Your Lordship has to settle this question; and, in 
1ny humble opinion, upon your decision rests our 
possession of the Canadas.'' 

With the deepest regret, I have at last been driven 
deliberately to refuse to carry into effect your Lord
ship's instructions, and having done so, and having 
avo·wed opinions hostile to the colonial policy, but 
which I can assure your Lordship are acc01npanied 
with no angry feelings towards any 1nan, I feel it to 
be a duty which I owe to your Lordship, as well as to 
n1yself, respectfully to request that your Lordship 
will be pleased immediately to tender to her Majesty 
n1y resignation of the station which I have the honour 
to hold. 

lVIy Lord, I belong to no political party in Eng
land ; and even if I did, the British distinction be
tween Whig and Tory, like our London fog, does 
not cross the Atlantic. The two parties here are 
constitutionalists on the one side, and democrats on 
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the other. The dispute on this continent is not, as 
it is in England, which of two parties shall attain 
the honour of conducting the govern1nent of their 
Sovereign ; but here the great mass of society is 
striving to secure to their children the blessings of 
the British constitution, which a s1nall party, from 
elf-interested n10tives, is endeavouring to pull down. 

The idle, the profligate, and the unprincipled, see 
that democracy in the United States is rapidly hurry
ing to anarchy, and they ·well know, or rather they 
reckon, that anarchy, or, in other words, plunder, is 
the shortest method of obtaining wealth. 

I have with attention personally ob erved the 
effects of dmnocracy in both continents of Aine
rica, and, having rea:son to feel deeply attached to the 
people of Upper Canada, I have deter1nined for their 
'velfare to do all in n1y hun1ble power to arrest a 
course of policy which in n1y opinion has long 
tended to the subversion on this continent of British 

institutions. 
No one can read an account of the early stages of 

the An1erican Revolution, without being struck with 
the resemblance of much that we now witness to that 
unfortunate period of our history. 

It was then a capital error in the Govern1nent of 
the 1nother-country, that they semned to believe the 
Americans to be sincerely contending for the single 
object of freed01n fr01n taxation by the British Par
limuent, and they i1nagined that by renouncing that 
power, and by disabling the1nselves (by 18 Geo. Ill.) 
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from rms1ng 1noney in the Colonies, even for the 
necessary support of the Governnwnt, they would 
overcome all diffiCulties. But it was soon evident 
that the outcry raised about taxation was but the 
means to another end. Separation from the mother
country was, fron1 the first, the self-interested object 
of the few ruling demagogues who gave the im
pulse ; and they persevered just as resolutely after 
the ostensible ground of difference had been re
nounced as Lefore. The Go,'ernment soon learnt 
that their Ineasure of conciliation availed the1n no
thing. 

So here, in our thne, the Government has gone 
back step by step for years, giving ground before 
the pretensions of l\1r. Papineau and the Asse1nbly, 
however insolently advanced; weakening by each 
concession the confidence of the King's loyal and 
attached subjects, and encouraging as well as 
strengthening an unprincipled faction avowedly hos
tile to British rule. No approach to an amicable 
adjustment has followed any or all of these con
cessions. On the contrary, they have been so 1nany 
unprofitable sacrifices of principles and usages ne
cessary to the maintenance of good govern1nent, 
and at the last an end is arrived at, when the King's 
l\1inisters are reduced to choose between an unequi
vocal and direct violation of the Colonial Constitu
tion, or an abandonn1ent of the power of governing. 
A finn determination early evinced to yield nothing 
to clmuour, to surrender notl1ing for the 1nere sake of 
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conciliation, would have secured to the Govern1nent 
the respect of all classes, and would have averted the 
necessity of resorting to n1easures which admit in 
principle of no defence. 

Whatever 1nay have been the brilliant theory of 
subverting the British Constitution in A1nerica, we 
'vho are living on this continent clearly see before our 
eyes its effects; nmnely, that in the United States 
the will of the people has becmne stronger than the 
power of the law. Public credit, life, and property 
hang therefore upon the conduct of a dense 1nass of 
1nen, in no one of whof;e hands can it be wise that 
such vast interests should be c01nmitted. The only 
rmnedy is in a revolution, of which it is easier to 
foresee the beginning than the end. 

To save the people of Uppm· Canada from follow
ing in the footsteps of the United States, has been 
the object of every act of 1uy acln1inistration. 

MY LORD, 

I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 

Your Lordsl1ip's 
1\Iost obedient Servant, 

F. B. HEAD. 

No. 132. 

Torunto, Dec. 19, 1837. 

I have the honour to inforn1 your Lordship that 
on 1\Tonday, 4th inst., this city was, in a Inmnent of 

profouud peace, suddenly invaded by a band of armed 
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rebels, amounting, according to report, to 3000 1nen 
(out in actual fact to about 500), and com1nanded by 
1\-fr. M'Kenzie, the editor of a republican newspaper; 
Mr. Van Egmond, an officer who had served under 
Napoleon; Mr. Gibson, a land-surveyor; Mr. 
Lount, a blacksmith; Mr. Loydd, and some other 

notorious characters. 
Having, as I infonned your Lordship in my de

spatch, No. 119, dated 3rd ultimo, purposely effected 
the withdrawal of her Majesty's troops fr01u this 
province, and having delivered over to the civil autho
rities the whole of the ar1ns and accoutre1nents I pos
sessed, I of course found 1nyself without any defence 
whatever, excepting that which the loyalty and fidelity 
of the province 1night think proper to afford 1ne. 
11he crisis, iinportant as it was, was one I had long 
earnestly anticipated, and accordingly I no sooner 
received the intelligence that the rebels were within 
four miles of the city, than, abandoning the Govern
ment House, I at once proceeded to the City Hall, in 
which about 4000 stand of arn1s and accoutrements 
had been deposited. 

One of the first individuals I met there, with a 
1nusket on his shoulder, 'vas the Chief Justice of the 
province, and in a few minutes I found n1yself sur
rounded by a band of brave men, 'vho were of course 
unorganized, and, generally speaking, unanned. 

As the foregoing statmnent is an unqualified ad

Inission on 1ny part that I was c01npletely surprised 
by the rebels, I think it proper to remind, rather than 
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to explain, to your Lordship, the course of policy I 
have been pursuing. 

In 1ny despatch, No. 124, dated 18th ult., I re
spectfully stated to your Lordship, as my opinion, 
that a civil war 1nust henceforward everywhere he a 

n1oral one, and that, in this hen1isphere in particular, 
victory must eventually declare itself in favour of 
1noral, and not of physical preponderance. 

Enterta.ining these sentiments, I observed with 
satisfaction that lVfr. M'Kenzie \vas pursuing a law

less course of conduct 'vhich I felt it would be hnpo
litic for 1ne to arrest. 

For a long tin1e he had endeavoured to force 1ne to 
buoy hin1 up by a Governn1ent prosecution, but he 

sunk in proportion as I neglected hhn, until becmn ... 
ing desperate, he was eventually driven to reckless 
behaviour, which I felt confident would very soon 
create its o'vn punish1nent. 

,-fhe traitorOUS arrangen1ents he 1nade 'vere of that 
1ninute nature that it would have been difficult, even 

if I had desired it, to have suppressed then1 ; for 
instance, he began by establishing union lists (in 
nu1nber not exceeding forty) of persons desirous of 
political refonn; and 'vho, by an appointed secretary, 
were recommended to conununicate regularly with 

himself, for the purpo e of establishing a 1neeting of 

delegate . 
As soon as, by most wicked 1nisrepresentations, 

he had succeeded in seducing a number of well-
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nwaning people to join these squads, his next step 
was to prevail upon a few of then1 to attenfl their 
Ineetings armed, for the alleged purpose of firing at 
a mark. 

While these 1neetings 'vere in continuance, Mr. 
M'Kenzie, by n1eans of his newspaper, and by con
stant personal attendance, succeeded in inducing his 
adherents to believe that he 'vas everywhere strongly 
supported, and that his 1neans, as well as his forces, 
would prove invincible. 

I was not ignorant of these proceedings; and in 
proportion as Mr. M'Kenzie's paper became n1ore 
and more seditious, and in proportion as these armed 
n1eetings excited nwre and 1nore alann, I was 
strongly and repeatedly called upon by the peaceable 
portion of the comn1uuity forcibly to suppress both 
the one and the other. I considered it better, how
ever, under all circumstances, to await the outbreak, 
which I was confident would be i1npotent, inversely 
as it was previously opposed ; in short, I considered 
that, if an attack by the rebels was inevital)le, the 
Inore I encouraged them to consider n1e defenceless 
the better. 

Mr. M'Kenzie, under these favourable cii·cum
stances, having been freely permitted by me to make 
every preparation in his power, a concentration of 
his deluded adherents, and an attack upon the city 
of Toronto, was secretly settled to take place on the 
night of the 19th instant. IIo,vever, in consequence 
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of a 1nilitia general order which I issued, it was 
deemed advisable that these arrange1nents should be 
hurried, and, accordingly, Mr. M'Kenzie's deluded 
victin1s, travelling through the forest by cross-roads, 
found the1nselves assembled, at about four o'clock in 
the evening of Monday, the 4th instant, as rebels, at 
Montgmnery's Tavern, which is on the Yonge Street 
Macadmnized road, about four 1niles from the city. 

As soon as they had attained this position, Mr. 
M 'I(enzie and a few others, with pistols in their 
hands, arrested every person on the road, in order to 
prevent infonnation reaching the town. Colonel 
Moody, a distinguished veteran officer, accompanied 
by three gentlemen on horseback, on passing ~Iont
gmnery's 'favern, was fired at by the rebels, and I 
deeply regret to say that the Colonel, 'vounded in 
two places, was taken prisoner into the tavern, where 
in .three hours he died, leaving a widow and family 
unprovided for. 

As soon as this gaHant, 1neritorious officer, who 
had honourably fought in this province, fell, I mn 
informed that 1\Ir. l\l'l(enzie exultingly observed to 
his followers, " That, as blood had now been spilled, 
they were in for it, and had nothing left but to ad
vance." Accordingly, at about ten o'clock at night 
they did advance; and I was in bed and asleep when 
1\Ir. Aldern1an Powell awakened n1e to state that, in 
riding out of the city towards l\Iontgomery's Tavern, 
he had been arrested by l\1r. M'I{enzie and another 
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principal leader; that the fonner had snapped a 
pistol at his breast; that his (1\Ir. Po·well's) pistol 
also snapped, but that he fired a second, which, 
causing the death of l\1r. M'Kenzie's companion, had 
enabled hiln to escape. 

As soon as Mr. Powell reached Toronto, the alarnl
bell was rung, and, as Mr. M'Kenzie found we might 
be prepared for him, he forbore to proceed with his 
attack. 

On arriving at the City Hall I appointed Mr. 
Justice J ones, Mr. Henry Sherwood, Captain 
Strachan, and Mr. John Robinson, n1y aid-de-camps. 
I then ordered the arms to be unpacked, and, Inan
ning all the windows of the building, as ·well as those 
of opposite houses which flanked it, we awaited the 
rebels, who, as I have stated, did not consider it ad
visable to advance. Besides these arrange1nents, I 
despatched a 1nessage to the Speaker of the House of 
Asse1nbly, Colonel the Honourable Allan lVI'Nab, of 
the Gore District, and to the Colonels of the 1nilitia 
regiments in the lUidland and Newcastle Districts : 
an advanced picquet of thirty volunteers, c01nmandecl 
by 1ny aid-de-camp, Mr. Justice Jones, was placed 
within a short distance of the rebels. 

By the following morning (Tuesday) we mustered 
about 300 1nen, and in the course of the day the 
nmnber increased to about 500; in the night, an ad
vanced picquet, com1nancled by Mr. Sheriff Jarvis, 
was attacked within the precincts of the city by the 
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rebels, who 'vere driven back, one of their party 
being killed and several wounded. 

On Wednesday morning 've \V ere sufficiently 
strong to have ventured on an attack, but, being sen
sible of the strength of our position, being also aware 
how much depended upon the contest in 'vhich we 
were about to be engaged, and feeling the greatest 
possible reluctance at the idea of entering upon a 
civil war, I despatched two gentlemen to the rebel 
leaders, to tell the1n that, before any conflict should 
take place, I parentally called upon them, as their 
Governor, to avoid the effusion of human blood. In 
the n1ean while, ho,vever, Mr. M'Kenzie had coin
Initted every description of enormity; he had robbeil 
the 1nail 'vith his own hands,-had set fire to Dr. 
I-Iorne' house,-had plundered many inoffemdve in
dividuals of their money,-had stolen several horses, 
-bad made a nu1nber of respectable people prisoners; 
and, having thus succeeded in embarking his Inis
guided adherents in guilt, he replied to my adnloni
tion by a 1nessage, that he 'vould only consent that 
his demands should be settled by a national conven
tion, and he insolently added that he would wait till 
two o'clock for 1ny answer, which in one word 'vas, 
"Never.'' 

In the course of Wednesday the Speaker of the 
House of A sembly, Colonel the Honourable Allan 
l\1'Nab, arrived from the Gore District at the head 
of about sixty 1nen, ·whmn he had assembled at half 
an hour's notice; and, other brave 1nen flocking in to 
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n1e from various directions, I was enabled by strong 
piquets to prevent Mr. lVI'Kenzie from carrying into 
effect his diabolical intention to burn the city of To
ronto, in order to plunder the banks ; and, having 
effected this object, I determined that, on the follow
ing day, I would Inake the attack. 

Accordingly, on Thursday n1orning, I assen1hled 
our forces, under the direction of the Adjutant-Gene
ral of n1ilitia, Colonel Fitzgibbon, clerk of the House 
of Assembly. 

The principal body was headed by the Speaker, 
Colonel Allan M'Nab, the right wing being com
manded by Colonel Satnuel J arvis, the left by Co
lonel Willian1 Chishohn, assisted by the Honourable 
Mr. Justice M'Lean, late Speaker of the House of 
Assen1bly; the two guns by l\fajor Carfrae of the 
1nilitia artillery. 

The c01nmand of the 1nilitia left in the city rc
nlained under Mr. Justice Macaulay, and the protec
tion of the city with Mr. Gurnett; the n1ayor. 

I 1night also have 1nost advantageously availed 
1nyself in the field of the 1nilitary services of Colonel 
Foster, the C01n1nander of the forces in Upper Canada, 
of Captain Badcleley of the corps of Royal Engineers, 
and of a detach1nent of eight artillery1nen, who form 
the only regular force in this province; but, having 
deliberately detenninecl that the hnportant contest in 
which I was about to be engaged should be decided 
solely by the_ Upper Canada militia, or, in other words, 
by the free inhabitants of this noble province, I was 



321 

resolved that no consideration whatever should in

duce rne to avail n1yself of any other assistance than 

that upon which, as the representative of our gracious 
overeign, I had finnly and implicitly relied. 

At twelve o'clock the rnilitia force marched out of 

the town, with an enthusiasn1 which it would oe im

possible to describe, and in about an hour we came 

in sight of the rebel , who occupied an elevated posi

tion near Gallows Hill, in front of lVIontgomery's 

tavern, which had long been the rendezvous of lVIr. 
1\l'l(enzie's men. 'I'hey were principally armed with 

rifles, and for a hort time, favoured by building ... , 

they endeavoured to maintain their ground ; however, 

the brave and loyal rnilitia of Upper Canada, steadi] y 
advancing with a detennination which was irresisti

ble, drove thern fr01n their position, c01npletely 

routed l\1r. M'l{enzie, who, in a stateofthe greatest 

agitation ran away, and in a few minutes Montgo

mery's tavern, which 1vas fir t entered by 1\ir. ,Jus
tice Jones, was burnt to the ground. 

Being on the spot rnerely as a civil Governor, and 

in no way in command of the troops, I was happy to 

have an opportunity of den1on ti·ating to the rebels 

the rnildness and beneficence of her 1\Iajesty's Go

vernment, and, well knowing that the laws of the 

country would have ample opportunity of making 

exarnples of the guilty, I deerned it advisable to save 

the prisoners who were taken, and to extend to most 

of the ... e rnisguided rnen the royalrnercy, by ordering 
y 
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their - immediate release. These n1easures having 
been effected, and the rebels having been deprived 
of their flag (on which was inscribed in large letters 

" BIDWELL,. and the glorious 1ninority! 
" 1837, and a good beginning!'') 

the militia advanced in pursuit of the rebels about 
four miles, till they reached the house of one of the 
principal ringleaders, Mr. Gibson, which residence 
it would have been impossible to have saved, and it 
was consequently burned to the ground.* 

The infatuated followers of Mr. IVI'l(enzie were 
no'v completely dispersed; deceived and deserted by 
their leaders, they sought for refuge in all directions; 
ashan1ed and disgusted with ... the murder, arson, high
'vay and 1nail robbery, which he had cmnmitted be
fore their eyes, and detesting him for the overbearing 

tyranny of his conduct towards then1, they sincerely 
repented that they had ever joined hin1; and I have 
been credibly informed that their wives and children 
now look upon l\'Ir. l\1 'Kenzie as their n1ost Inalig
nant enen1y. 1\ir. l\1'Kenzie has fled to the United 
States-lVIr .• John Rolph has absconded-l\1r. Bid
" 'ell, t who took no part in the affray, has an1icably 
agreed with 1ne to quit, and ha quittecl this province 
for ever-Dr. l\Iorrison and the Captain Van Eg
n1ont are our prisoners-l\Ir. Lount and l\Ir. GibfSon 

*By my especial orders. 
·f· The gentleman_ w horn I had been directed to raise to the bench. 



323 

have fled, and I understand are n1aldn g for the United 
States. As Mr. l\i'Kenzie had been particularly 
active in disse1ninating his principles throughout the 
London district, and as Dr. Duncombe, well known to 
the House of Cmn1nons in Englanrl, was reported to 
be there with a body of armed rebel , I deemed it ad
visable, as soon as the militia returned to Toronto from 
driving 1\Ir. M'Kenzie frmn Gallows Hill, to order a 
body of 500 1nen to proceed ilnmediately to the Lon
don district. I placed this corps under the command 
of the Hon. the Speaker of the House of Assembly, 
Colonel Allan 1\i'Nab, ·who, with great promptitude, 
marched with it to the point of its de tination. 

On the day of l\Ir. 1\'I'Kenzie's defeat, as well as 
on the following n1orning, bands of n1ilitia-men, from 
all directions, poured in upon 1ne, in nun1bers which 
honourably proved that I had not placed confidence 
in them in vain. 

From the Newcastle district alone 2000 1nen, with 
nothing but the clothes in which they stood, n1arched, 
in the depth of winter, towards the capital, although 
nearly I 00 1niles from their hmnes. 

Fro1n Gore, Niagara, Lake Sin1eoe, and from vari
ous other place , brave men, anued as well as unanned, 
rushed forward unsolicited; and, according to the best 
reports I coulrl collect, frmn 10 to 12,000 1nen shnul
taneously 1narched towards the capital to support me 
in maintaining j'cn· tlze people of Upper Canada the 
B1·itislt contJ·titution. 

Y2 
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The num1ers which were advancing towards n1e 

were so great that, the day after l\1r. l\1'Keuzie's 

defeat, I found it absolutely necessary to print and 
circulate a notice declaring " that tlwre e.xi.s·ted no 

fm·ther occasion for the 'resort of militia to To

'J'onto ;" and the following day I was farther enabled 

to issue a general order, authorizing the ·whole of the 
nlilitia of the Bathurst, J ohnstown, Ottawa, and 
Eastern districts, to go and lend their assistance to 
Lower Canada. I have now con1pleted a plain state
Inent of the events which have occurred in this noble 

province during the last week, and have done so at smne 
length, as the 1noral they offer is 1nost i1nportaut . 

Your Lordship knows that at the last election l\Ir. 

l\1'Kenzie, and those of his party 'vho advocated 

murder, plunder, equal rights, and revolution, under 
the mask of reforn1, in vain applied to fanners and 

ye01nen of this country to support them, instead of 
supporting 1ne. Driven by the voice of the people 
fron1 their seats in the House of Assembly, they de
clared that they had only been defeated by the influence 

of a corrupt Govern1nent. I-fowever, the mmnent the 
charges 1nacle against 1ne in the House of Commons 
reached this country, the I-Iouse of Assein1ly deliber
ately investigated the whole affair, which they proved 

and pronounced to be a series of wilful and prenledi

tated falsehoods. 
l\ir. lVI'Kenzie and his party, finding that at every 

point they were defeated in a 1noral attack ·which they 
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had made upon the British con titution, next deter
Inined to excite their deluded adherents to have re
course to physical strength. Being as ready to 1neet 
the1n on that ground as I had been ready to 1neet the1n 
in a 1noral strug~le, I gave them every possible ad
vantage. I in no 'iray avalled n1yself of the i1n1nense 
re ources of the British en1pire; on the contrary, I 
purposely dismis ed fr01n this province the whole of 
our troops. I allo,ved l\'lr. M'Kenzie to w1·ite what
ever he chose, say what he chose, and do what he 
chos~ ; an cl, without taking any notice of his traitorous 
proceedings, I waited, with folded anns, until he had 
collected his rebel forces, and had actually comn1enced 
his attack. 

I then, as a ~olitary individual, called upon the 
1nilitia of Upper Canada to defend 1ne, and the result 
has been as I have stated, viz., that the people of 
Upper Canada cmne to 1ne when I called then1; that 
they c01npletely defeated l\Ir. l\I'Kenzie's adherents, 
and drove hiin and his rebel ringleaders from the land. 

('Vhen her Majesty's Government published this 
despatch, they omitted the following paragraphs and 
·words printed in italics):-

*" These are ld~·torical facts which it is impossible 
to deny; and the plain inje1·ence is, that the inlla
bitants of Upper Canada, as I ltave often publicly 
declared, detest democracy, and 1'eve1·e the noble 
monarchical iu.~titutions of tlw Briti/)1l empire. 

* For want of this moral, or explanation, my policy in quelling 
the mutiny has been severely condemned. 
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'' My Lora, what a serious lesson have the inha
bitants of Uppm· Canada offered to thei1· mothm·
country! Ou1· evidence, humble as it is, will su1·ely 
b1·ing conviction to the minds of those misnamed 're-
formm·s, who, ignorant of the blessings they eJy'oy, 
delJ·ire to adultm·ate the purzty of our revered institu
tions: situated as we are here, surely we are better 
able to judge between nwna1·cltical and republican 
Government than the people in England, who are 
acquainted only with the former. The faithful at
tachment which this province has et'inced to British 
justice, to BJ·itishfuries, and to the British Sovereign, 
is tlze noblest instance of independence I have e?Jf.1' 
witnessed, and it induces nw to tell you1· LordlJ·hip, 
plainly and unequivocally, that neithm· the Legisla
ture nor the people of Uppe1· Canada will any longer 
submit to the base conciliations which ha1;e long dis
g1·aced the Colonial Office. 

" My Lm·d, it has long been notm·ious to every 
British 5·ubject in the Canadas, that your Lordship' lJ' 

Under·-Sec1·etary, the authm· ~f uUJ' Colonial de
spatches, is a 'l'anlc 'l'epublican. His sentim,ents, his 
conduct, and his political character, a1·e here alike 
dete.s·ted, and I enclolJ·e to yotu· Lordship lJlr. JJf'Ken
zie's last newspaper, wltich, traitm·ous as it is, contains 
nothing more conducive to t1·ea5·on than tlw e<l'tracts 
which as its teJ.;t it exultingly quotes .from the puu
li5}wd opinions oj' her MaJesty's Unde1· Secretary of 
State fm· the Colonies ! 

" These sentiments have already been vmy clem·ly 
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eap1·essed by me to your Lorcl~ltip, especially in 1ny 

de~patch dated lOth Septmnber, 1837; and I am 

pmfectly confident that the t'riumph which this noble 

province has gained will never be complete until the 

Government shall remove from office a man who, by 

di~·cou1·aging the loyal and encow·aging the disaf-

fected, has at last succeeded in involving the Ca
nadas in civil wm·." It now only remains for 1ne to 

inform your Lord~ hip that Mr. M'Kenzie, who is 
escaped to Buft'1lo, in the United States, haE" ... lJy 

fJsehood and Inisrept·esentations, ahnost succeed~Y! ... 11 

exciting a large body of labourers out of work to in

vade Upper Canada for the purpose of plundering 
the banks and of gaining possession of the crown 

lands, [which you1· Lordship is aware I have been 

de~li1·ed to ~·u1·'render to the Provincial Legislature.] 
rrhis [new feahwe in "1'efm·m"] is [one which J at this 
1noment [is J causing throughout the province consider
able excitmnent, and I mu t say that, for the sake of 
hun1anity, I earnestly trust and hope the atteinpt will 
not be n1ade. 

I entertain the utlnost reliance that the Govern

Inent of the United States will nobly prevent any 
uch invasion. I an1 persuaded that all Americans 

of intelligence and property will feel that the charac
ter of their cotmtry requires the1n to discountenance 

a lawless and unprincipled aggression [which would 

b1·ing upon thern the emecration of the civilised 

world; for whe1·e would they stand in the estimation 

of 'mankind if they were to .be seen ung1·atefully 're-
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paying the high-minded and successful exe'rtions 
which Great B1·itain lately made to save them from 
war, by fJ·teeping hm· colonies in blood and mise1·y ?] 

Should, however, any of the inhauitants of Buffalo, 
or other frontier towns, regardless of these sentiments, 
[p1·e.S'ume,] for the sake of plunder, to invade the free 

rmd independent people of Upper Canada, I feel con·· 
fident that every n1an in the province, Indians and 
black population included, will assemble together in 
one band to exterminate the invaders or to perish 111 
the attmnpt. 

I have, &c. 
The Lord Glenelg, Sjc. F. B. I-I EA D. 

No. 133. 

T01·onto, '28th December, 1837. 
l\1v LoRD, 

I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship 
a copy of the speech with 1vhich I have this day 
opened the Legi lature of this province, together 
with copies of sundry documents, which will explain 
to your Lordship-firstly, that the rebellion which 
has broken out here has been effectually put down, 
with the loss on the side of the Constitutionalists of 
only one 1nan killed; and, secondly, that an unprovoked 
attack has be.en made upon our territo~zy by An1e
rican citizens, who have succeeded in taking pos
session of Navy Island (which is about two 1niles 
above the cataracts), have entrenched and garrisoned 
it, have planted thirteen pieces of cannon upon it, and, 
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to w hi eh people, by handbills tern1ed proclan1ations 
of the Provisional Government, are pul>licly invited 

under the promi e that "three hundred acres of the 

most valual>le land in Canada, and one hundred 
dollars in silver, will be given to each volunteer who 

n1ay join the Patriot forces in Navy Island." 
I have conununicated these facts to His Excel

lency the Earl of Gosford, and to Sir John Col
borne, and have addressed comn1unications to the 
Governor of the State of New York, and to her 
l\Iajesty's l\Iinister at \Vashington, copies of \vhich 

I have the honour to enclose. I have stationed 
a 1nilitia force of about 2000 1nen on the Niagara 

frontier, and have n1ade all the arrangements in my 
power for calling out the 1nilitia of the province, in 

ea e their services should be required. 
Having thus done all in n1y power to withstand 

the inva~ion of a foreign enemy, which 'vas never con
tmnplated in n1y despatch to your Lordship, No. 124, 

dated 18th Nove1nber, I feel it my duty to recOin
nwnd, contrary to the suggestions contained in that 

despatch, that her l\fajesty's Govern1nent should 

afford to the Com1nander of the Forces every pos
sible assistance, promptly and effectually, to put 
clown this attack by An1erican citizens, unauthorised 

by their Govern1nent, and in open violation of the 

laws of nations. 
I have, &c. 

rrlze Lord Glenelg, ~·c. F. B. HEAD. 
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Niaga1·a Frontier, Upper Canada, 

MY LoRD, 16th Jan. 1838. 
I have great pleasure in communicating to your 

Lordship that the pirates have been driven fr01n 
Navy Island, w bich is nonr in possession of her 
Majesty's forces on this frontier. 

I have also the satisfaction to state that the gallant 
1nilitia of Upper Canada have also driven the pirates, 
who had taken possession of the Bois Blanc Island, 
fi·om that position, and in a 1nost gallant manner 
have captured a schooner off l\1alden, which is on 
the St. Clair river, about sixteen 1nile below Anl
herstburg. 

As this vessel contained three pieces of artillery, 
200 stand of arms, and 1nost of the principal officers 
of the pirate force, her loss will discourage then1; and, 
finding that at both ends of the province they have 
~een discomfited by its brave inhabitants, I trust 
they will find it necessary to abandon the infamous 
attempt, which has been n1ade by the citizens of the 
United States, to plunder the property and overrun 
the institutions of a province with ·which they were, 
politically, existing in friendly alliance. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) F. B. HEAD". 

The Lord Glenelg, 8/c. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Order back the militia.-Address the Governor of the State of New 
York-H. S. Fox, Esq., Her Majesty's Minister at Washington
Despatch to Her Maje ty's Governm~nt.-American pirates forced 
to abandon Navy Island.-Receive Despatch accepting my resigna

tion.-Important reply thereto.-Allegations against one of Her 
Majesty's Under-Secretaries of State for the Colonies.-Nature 

of evidence. 

BY people in England I have been generally blamed 
for allowing treason to come to a head. But the fact 
is, the province had suffered quite enough frmn 
agitation; and, as I had carefully tested the mate
rials 'vith which I had to work, I felt that, instead of 
either trying to conciliate l\fr. M'Kenzie, or n1ake 
his fortune by a Govern1nent prosecution, I had better 
let hitn cmne within the reach of the law and then 
let it hang him. His legs saved him from the latter 
fate; but so faithfully did the brave and loyall\lilitia 
of Upper Canada respond to the confidence that had 
been reposed in them, that the insurrection was no 
sooner quelled than we were threatened with being 
absolutely overwhelmed at Toronto by those who 
were rushing forward to die, if necessary, in defence 
of monarchial institutions. The general order already 
alluded to was accordingly instantly promulgated, 
besides whjch, expresses were sent in all directions, 

of which the following is a speci1nen :-
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No. 14. 
SIR, 

Enclosed I send you a copy of his Excellency's order 
issued after the defeat of the rebels, to prevent the recourse 
of the immense number of loyalists flocking to the capital. 
They are not now required; and his Excellency being in
formed that you are upon your march to this place, with a 
body of fine fellows, I am desired to express to you and 
your men the high sense his Excellency entertains of your 
loyalty and zeal, and to thank you and your men for this 
evidence of their determination to put clown rebellion, and 
to desire that you will return to your respective homes, 
holding yourselves in readiness to act when called upon. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
J ONAS JONES, A. D. c. 

Colonel J\II 'Don ell, 
2nd Northumberland Militia. 

The following despatches, '"ritten on the exigency 
of the n10n1ent, will, I believe, faithfully portray the 
hydra-headed difficulties which the loyalty of the peo
ple of V pper Canada, one after another, triumphanly 
overcan1e. 

No. 31. 

To his Excellency Governm· Marcy, State of New Yo1·k, 

1 Albany. 

SIR, 
Goven111wnt House, 13th Dec. 1837. 

Your Excellency has doubtless recrived intelligence, 
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though not of an authentic character, of an insurrectionary 

movement which within the last few days has been made 

in this province, and which the loyal feeling of a great mass 

of her Majesty's subjects has enabled m" promptly to sup

press. Though an occurrence of this particular nature in a 

country immediately adjoining the state under your Excel

lency's government must naturally excite a considerable 

degree of interest, I might not have felt myself calle<.l upon 

to communicate with your Excellency upon the subject, if I 

had not received an official report from the magistracy of 

the district of Niagara, that efforts are made by calling 

public meetings in Buffalo to procure countenance and sup

port among the inhabitants of that city to the efforts of the 

disaffected in Upper Cana<.la. 
I am perfectly persuaded that, under any circumstances, 

the public authorities in the U nite<.l States woul<.l exert 

themselYes to strengthen, rather than to disturb, the kind 

feeling which has for so many years united the natives of 

Great Britain and the United States in the most amicable 

relations; and when I acquaint your Excellency that the 

armed party of traitors who are now dispersed, during the 

few days that they remained embodied, were guilty of such 

unprovoked and ·wanton acts of murder, arson, and robbery, 

as wsgusted their adherents, and occasioned their rapid 

de ·ertion, I feel no doubt that whateYer may be justly done 

by the Government of one friendly and enlightened nation 

towards restraining its subjects from disturbing the peace 
and injuriug the unoffencling inhabitants of another, may 

confidently be expected of yonr Excellency. 
It is fit I should apprize your Excellency that there is not 

at this moment to my knowledge, within the whole ext-ent 

of Upper Canada, a single body of men assembled with 
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arms, or otherwise in opposition to the Government. Before 
the 5th of December there had been about 500 or 600 men 
hastily got together at the instigation of a Mr. M'Kenzie, 
the editor of a seditious newspaper here; but these have 
been wholly dispersed, and their leader, we understand, is 
now in Buffalo, endeavouring to excite there a support 
which he fails to meet with in his province. 

DEAR SIR, 

I have the honour to be, 
Your Excellency's most obedient, 

humble servant, 

F. B. HEAD. 

No. 88. 

To His Excellencv Governor Ma'f'cy. 

Toronto, 23rd December, 1837. 

I take the liberty of introducing to your Excellency the 
Honourable Archibald M'Lean, late Speaker of the House 
of this province, who is the bearer of a communication from 
me to her Britannic .l\1ajesty's Minister at Washington, on 
the same subject on which I had the honour to address your 
Excellency on the 13th instant; a copy of which communi
cation l\1r. M'Lean takes to Washington. 

Mr . .l\f'Lean will inform your Excellency that the party 
of Americans who, under the command of l\1r. V an Rensa
laer, have taken possession of Navy Island, have issued a 
proclamation, hoisting in Canada the flag of independence, 
offering a reward of five hundred pounds for my apprehen
sion, with three hundred acres of our crown lands to every 
volunteer who will join in the invasion of this province. 

I have not yet had the pleasure of hearing from your 
Excellency (which, indeed, time has not admitted of), but I 
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feel confident your Excellency will, by the most energetic 

means, put an immediate stop to proceedings lvhich m~1st 

otherwise inevitably lead to a national contest. 
1\tlr. M(Lean will have the honour to submit to yom Ex

cellency any further information which you may desire. 

Private. 

I remain, with much consideration, 

Your Excellency's 

Very faithful and obedient servant, 
F. B. HEAD. 

No. 89. 

To his Excellency Hem·y S. Fox, TiVas!tington. 

SIR, 

Gove'rnrnent House, Toronto, 

23rd December, 1837. 

I beg leave to introduce to your Excellency the Honour
able Archibald M'Lean, late Speaker of the House of As

sembly of this province, and now one of its Judges. 
My official communication will explain the object of his 

mission, which, I regret to say, is, I conceive, of a yery 

alarming nature. 
The little outbreak in this province has been completely 

put down by the people themsehes, for I had no other 

assistance. But the case has assumed a new feature. A 

number of American citizens of weallh and intelligence arc 

desirous to get posse sion of this fine province, and to swamp 

our institutions; they 'villingly afford money, and, as thou

sands of people are everywhere out of work in the United 

States, an invasion may be made, which it would be out of 

our feeble power to resist. 
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I trust I am not apt to be unreasonably alarmed, but 
can sincerely assure you that, unless the American Govern
ment take immediate measures to put down the invasion of 
this territory by force ~farm, I think the worst will happen. 

A body of Americans, headed by an American, have 110\Y, 

with about 700 men, taken possession of Navy Island, 
which belongs to Great Britain. They have issued there a 
proclamation declaring the independence of Canada, have 
offered a reward of 500l. for my apprehension, and 300 
acres of the richest lands of the crown to whoevet· will vo
lunteer to assist them in invading this territory. 

The people of the United States are so excited on the sub· 
ject, and so ripe for plunder, that no \Vords or writing will, 
in my opinion, stop them. I consider that the United States 
Goyernment must either put down the aggression by force, 
or be held responsible for the consequences. 

MY LORD, 

I remain, with great consideration, 
Y om~ obdient servant, 

F. B. HEAD. 

No. 113. 

J\""'iagara, Janum·y 16th, 1838. 

l hare great pleasure in communicating to your Lord
ships that the pirates have been driven from Navy Island, 
which is now inpossession of her Majesty's forces on this 
frontier. 

I have also the satisfaction to state that the gallant mi
litia of U ppcr Canada have also driven the pirates, who had 
taken possession of Bois Blanc Island, from that position, 
anc.l in a most gallant manner have captured a schooner off 
Malden, which is on the St. Clair river, about sixteen miles 
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below Amherstburg: as this Yesscl contained five pieces of 
artillery, 200 stand of arms, and most of the principal offi
cers of the pirate force, her loss will discourage them; and, 
finding that at both ends of the province they have been 
cliscomfited by its brave inhabitants, I trust they will find 
it necessary to abandon the infamous attempt which has 
been made by citizens of the United tates to plunder the 
property and overrun the institutions of a province wilh 
which they 'vere politically existing in friendly alliance. 

I have the honour, &c. 

F. B. HEAD. 

Tile Lord Glenelg, ~..~·c. 

(COPY.) No. 238. 

SIR, 
Downing St1·eet, 2Gt!t Octuber, 1837. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the recei1)t of 
your despalch, No. 99, of the lOth Septeinber last. 

I will not conceal frmn you the surprise with 
which I have perused that despatch, nor n1y sense of 
the degree of public inconvenience likely to ensue 
frmn so abrupt a termination of your ad1ninistration 
of the affairs of Upper Canada, at a period when the 
result of your policy in se\ eral important questions 
remains undecided, and when it is obviously of the 
greatest consequence that n1easures recmnmended 
aud initiated by yourself should be followed up 
under your own superintendence in the approaching 
session of the provincial Legislature. I therefore 
feel it my duty to abstain from laying your resig
nation before the Queen until I shall have had an 

z 
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opportunity of consulting n1y colleagues collectively 
as to the course which it will be right for me 
to adopt. The absence of several of the1n from 

London at the present nwn1ent precludes 1ny doing 

this imn1ediately, although the delay, I trust, will be 

of very short duration. In the 1nean time I pur
posely abstain fr01n adverting to any of the topics 
which you have introduced into your despatch. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GLENELG. 

Lieutenant~Governor Sir Francis Bond Head. 
&c. &c. &c. 

No. 247. 

SIR, 
Downing-street, 24th Nov., 1837. 

In my despatch of the 26th of October, No. 238, 
I acknowledged the receipt of your despatch of 
the lOth of September, No. 99, and inform.ed you 
that I had felt it to be my duty to abstain fi·01n lay
ing before the Queen your resignation of the office of 
Lieutenant-Governor of the province of Upper Canada, 
until I should have had an opportunity of consulting· my 

colleagues collectively, as to the course which it would 

be right for me to adopt. Her l\Iajesty 's confiden
tial advisers having now bestowed their careful atten
tion on the whole subject, I proceed to comn1unicate 

to you the result of their deliberations. It is due to 

1ny own character, and to the station which I have 
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the honour to hold, that I should connect this cmn
municatlon with an explicit reference to the variou 
grounds 'vhich you have assigned in explanation of 
your conduct on this occasion. The first of these 
topic , however, I shall pass over with a very few 
word . To tho e who have intrusted 1ne with the 
office which I now fill I have given the 1nost precise 
explanation ofthe nwde in which I have executed the 
duty of superintending your administration of the 
affairs of Upper Canada. But to an officer serving 
under 1ny immediate authority, who charge me with 
having surrendered the exercise of my own independ
ent judgment to on1e invisible and overruling in
fluence, exerted for the introduction of republican 
principles into British North An1erica, I need n1ake 
no reply-contented to refer to his nwre caln1 and 
deliberate judgment the question whether it is fitting 
that o erious a charge hould be conveyed in such a 
form, and on such an occasion. 

Com1nencing ·with this topic, you next proceed to 
announce that the sy tem of policy pursued by n1y pre
decessors and by myself, in reference to British North 
America, is e entially opposed to your own. This 
declaration naturally leads to the inquiry "hether, 
during the period of our official connexion, there has 
ever arisen, until the present tin1e, any material ques
tion of practical conduct on 'vhich we have differed. 
Our abstract principles may not have been the sanw: 
in our official corresponJence you 1nay have occa ion-

z2 
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ally advanced doctrines to which I have not been able 
to give 1ny assent. Such disagreetnents are more or 
less inseparable ti·om every discussion between those 
'vho at once assert for the1nselves, and respect in 
others, the free exercise of an independent judg1nent. 

Habitually indisposed to 1nake 1ny official corre
spondence the channel for the debate of abstract ques
tions of policy, I have been content to know that you 
·were prepared to obey 1ny instructions, and have felt 
comparatively very little concern as to the light in 
which you n1ight regard 1ny opinions. Wl1atever 
theoretical distinctions may have existed between you 
and n1e, it is at least clear that, subject to the excep
tions to be noticed in the sequel, you have avowed your 
entire acquiescence in the whole tenor of my instruc
tions, and that every act of which you have been the 
author, involving any of the general and permanent in
terests of the province, I have sanctioned and approved. 

[After replying to nine trifling subjects of com
plaint the despatch proceeds as follows.] 

X. Another specific c01nplaint urged in your 
despatch is, that I employed, not l\1r. Draper, but 
another gentlemen, as the bearer of my despatches to 
you respecting the financial affairs of the province. 
Even this c01nplaint, slight as it 1nay appear, must 
not pass unnoticed. 

I fully intended to make l\1r. Draper the bearer of 
1ny despatches in question. 'Vith that view he was 
requested to attend at this office. l-Ie pr01nised to do 
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so, but, from causes unexplained and unknown to n1e, 
l\Ir. Draper left England without presenting hiinself 
at this office; and the e1nployn1ent of another mes
senger was therefore a 1natter of inevitable necessity. 
These facts were comn1unicated to you on the 4th of 
August. "\Vhen you wrote your despatch of the 1Oth 
of Septmnber, you had probably not received that 
conununication. 

In the preceding observations I beg to state that 
I 1nean to 1nake no complaint of Mr. Draper, nor to 

in1ply the slightest reflection upon him of any kind. 
My opinion of that gentleman has been sufficiently 
attested by the confinnation, since that time, of his 
appointn1ent as Solicitor-General of the province. 

rrhe next topics to "·hich I have to advert demand 
the 1nore particular notice, as they appear to be re
garded by you as the 1nore iinn1ediate and pro1ninent 

grounds of your re ignation. 
XI. You remonstrate against my instruction on 

the ubject of 1\Ir. Bidwell's eventual promotion to 

the bench, in case of a future vacancy ; and ou de
clare your determination never to carry that instruc
tion into effect. Your opposition is vindicated by 
the objections which you make to the political career 
of 1\Ir. Bidwe11, and which, you insist, ought to have 
forbidden the adoption by her 1\fajesty's Govern1nent 
of any re olution favourable to that gentleman's enl

ployment in the service of the Crown. 
1\iy estimate of Mr. Bid well's character and clain1s 
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to advancement to the bench had been derived chiefly 
frmn your own despatches. It was on uo lower au
thority that I adopted the opinion that he was pro
perly eligible for that distinction. You now infonn 
nw that you had drawn his character with a light 
and feeling hand. You had, however, acknowledged 
Mr. Bidwell to be a gentle1nan of great abilities, of 
the first mninence in his profession, and of irreproach
able private character. I knew, indeed, that he had 
formerly taken a very prominent part in opposition to 
your o'vn Ineasures, and those of your innnediate pre
decessor. You had stated that his object " so far as 
it could be elicited by the conduct of his associates," 
was to separate Upper Canada frmn the parent state; 
and you had claimed n1y assent, in reference to this 
gentleman, to the proposition, ''that, where a 111an 
acts with disloyal associates, his talents aggravate ra
ther than extenuate his offence." I had further been 
apprized that 1\ir. Bidwell had entirely retired from 
political life, confining himself to the dutie of his 
profession, and had ceased to act with the party of 
"vhich he had formerly been a In-ember. Such 'vas 
n1y information when I instructed you eventually 
to offer to 1\ir. Bid well a seat on the bench. I 
confess that it did not appear to 1ne fit that, 
under such circumstances, he should be punished 
by a permanent and irreparable incapacity for a 
prmnotion to 'vhich, on the grounds of private cha-
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racter, no objections could be raised, and to which, on 
the grounds of professional eminence, he had the 
highest possible title. It appeared to me dangerous, 

or rather impracticable, to govern the province on 

the principle of a proscription of the whole of one 
large Lody of the inhabitants. You now indeed 

1nake the additional state1nent that 1\fr. Bid well was 

a 1nember of a revolutionary society called the "Pro
vincial Convention!'' Of this fact I was totally 
ignorant until the receipt of the very despatch now 
under consideration. By a despatch fron1 you of a 
still later date, 11an1ely of the 22<1 of Septe1nber, it 

appears that a letter bearing the date of the 3rcl of 
August, and the signature of l\Ir. Bidwell, was pub
lished at Toronto on the 20th of Septe1nber, in which 

1\Ir. Bidwell expressly declines to be a nieinber of 
that society, and complains of the unauthorized use 
of his name for that purpose. In reporting this fact, 
you assun1e that the date which the letter bears was 
purposely falsified; that lVIr. Bidwell had heard of 
the intentions in his favour, and had published his 

letter 'vith a false date, in order to remove an objec
tion which might have obstructed his advancement. 
On what authority this accusation is made you have not 
e.·plained ; and without son1e such explanation I could 
not i1npute what would be in effect a wilful violation 

of truth to a gentle1nan whose 1noral character is 
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unimpeached by hi 1nost decided political antago
nists. If, however, the only practical ground of dif
ference between you and me had been the pron1otion 
of 1\fr. Bidwell, I should have been anxious, for 
the present at least, to defer to the strong opinion 
'vhich you have expressed against n1y reconunenda
tion. l\1r. Bidwell had certainly no clain1 of strict 
right to the pron1otion in question. Every selection 
of that kind is an act of discretionary authority in 
which the Govern1nent is not only at liberty, but is 
bound, to ·weigh all conflicting prudential considera
tions on either side; aml, whatever may have beeu my 
views respecting 1\Ir. BichYell's appoinhnent, I do 
not scruple to ad1nit that, if I had been to Inake my 
choice between the execution of that purpose and your 
continuance in office, I should not have hesitated to 
})refer the latter alternative. 

XII. But 1\Ir. Ridout's case is of a different cmn
plc.:ion, and with respect to it I tU11 cmnpelled to 
acknowledge my irreconcilable dissent frmn your 
judgn1ent and conclusions. 

In the despatch to which I an1 no·w replying, the 
particulars of this case are recapitulated but briefly, 
and therefore with that kind of inaccuracy which is 
iusrparaLle from the abridgu1ent of any considerable 
extent of detail. On the other hand, in the con·e
spondrnce which has taken place on this subject, and 
which is comprised in the despatches referred to in 



345 

the nwrgin, * willl)e found a full and careful investi

gation and tate1nent of every material circumstance. 

'fo that correspondence I reply with confidence, as 

proving that the course which I pursued 1vas impe

ratively forced upon nH:' by the duties of 1ny oilice, 

and by the obligations of justice to 1\Ir. Ridout, and 

of good faith to the province at large. 
I think it nece sary, however, to preface the re

Inarks I luwe to make on this subject by a short 

summary of the facts as they are to be collected from 

the papers before n1e. 
You dismissed 1\Ir. Ridout fron1 the offices of 

Colonel of 1\Iilitin, Judge of the District Court of 
Njagara, and Justice of the Peace, and caused a letter 

to be addressed to him, in "·hich that 1neasure was 

stated to have been taken on the ground that it ap
peared that he was an active member of a society 

·which had circulated an addrc"s insulting to your 
per..,on and office. 1\Ir. H.idout distinctly denied that 

he was a uwmbert of that society ; that he had any-

* Sir F. Head, 12th Sept. 1836, No. 72. Lord Glenelg, 29th 

Nor. 183G, No. 113. Sir F. Head, 6th l!"'eb. 1837, No. 13. Lord 

Glenelg, 5th April, J 887, No. 15 8. 

t Is it not astonishing that, notwithstanding tbe uncommon abi

lity with which this despatch is written, the Colonial Office should 

persist in not seeing the real bearing of the case, namely, that Mr. 

Ridout cunningly answers the charge that " he appeared to be an 

actire member;' by stating (what was quite true) that he was not a 

member of it? 



346 

thing to do with drawing up the address in question; 
or that he had even seen it, until it YFas. in circulation 
in print through the city of Toronto. fie ti·ans
mitted to you evidence on oath in corroboration of his 
statement. As you took no notice of his complaint, 
he placed in your hands an appeal to 1nyself, having 
first requested, in tern1s to which no possible ob
jection coulrl be made, that, if there were any other 
reasons for his disrnissal than that 'vhich you had 
assigned to him, he might be informed of then1. You 
did not comply with this request, but, in trans1nitting 
to 1ne his appeat you imputed to l\fr. Ridout various 
acts of misconduct to which no allusion had lJeen 
made in your correspondence with him. I answered 
you by stati11g in effect that, in deciding on l\1r. 
Ridout's appeal, it 'vas impossible for me to advert 
to any other grounds of accusation than that which 
had been made known to l\fr. Ridont as the cause of 
his dismissal. 

I explained the reasons which led me to regard as 
satisfactory 1\fr. Ridout's defence against the charge 
of which alone he had been infonned, and I signified 
to you his lat-e Mc0esty's com1nands that 1\tlr. Ridout 
should be permitted to resmne the various employ
Inents frmn 'vhich he had been removed. Against 
this decision you remonstrated in your despatch of 
the 6th of February. You then for the first tinw 
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infortned n1e that you had acted on this subject with 
the advice of the Executive Council. In n1y reply 
of the 5th of April, after stating n1y dissent fr01n 
smne of the principles which you had 1naintained 
1vith reference to this case, I further addressed you 
in the following terms:-

" From your despatch of the 6th of February, I 
now, however, for the first tin1e, learn that 1\'Ir. 
Rid out's rein oval from office was reconunended by 
the Executive Council; and I further learn that they 
adhere to their original opinion." [See the despatch 
already before the reader.] 

I have entered on the preceding stateinent as ne
cessary to explain and justify the very 1naterial f~tct 
1vhich I am desirous to record. That fact is, that 
the instructions which you now refuse to obey do not 
direct l\Ir. Ridout's reinstatement. In the exercise 
ofthe authority with which I was investee!, I directed 
you to place a Judge, whom you had dismissed frmn 
office, in posses ion of the grounds of that very grave 
proceeding, before I could confirn1 his removal. I 
called upon you to render to hiin that 1neasure of jus
tice which the humblest In ember of society is entitled 
to demand, by 1naking known to hin1 what 'vere the 
reasons on which the representative of his Sovereign 
had sentenced him to degradation and punishment.* 

"' This despatch had scarcely left the Colonial Office when Toronto 
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'rh is is the instruction which you n1eet with a direct 
and positive refusal. Such is one of the Inost pro
n1inent oTounds on which, at a n101nent of extren1e 0 

embarrassment and difficulty, you have resigned the 
adn1inistration of the Government of Upper Canada. 
Your deliberate refusal to obey n1y instructions of 
the 5th of April is communicated to me for the first 
time in a despatch dated on the lOth of September. 
It is to be collected, frmn other communications of 
yours lvhich are recorded in this office, that my de
spatch of the 5th of April had reached your hands 
on the 26th of June; that is, between two and three 
n1onths before tbe date of the peremptory declara
tion that on this point, at least, you would not con
fornl to the unequivocal instructions of your official 
superior. You n1ust pern1it n1e to say that your 
purpose ought to have been much sooner announced. 
I cannot acknmvledge the justice or propriety of 
leaving me so long in ignorance of such a decision, 
and of the resignation, which you represent as im
rnediately and unavoidably connected with it. 

I have thus noticed, separately and distinctly, the 
various accusations of which, in your despatch of the 
lOth of September, you have made n1e the object. I 

was attacked by the rebels. Surely this fact ought to vindicate the 
very few dismissals w hi eh I had previously made. 

If I had been arbitrary or unjust, could I have withstood the re
bellion without troops? 
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have not stopped to conunent on particular expres

sion , or on the general tone and style of that com

Inunication. The respect with which her Majesty's 

Government have invariably acknowledgerl your pub

lic serviees is too sincerely entertained to leave romn 

for any other fee1ing than that of regret, in contenl

plating the position which you have thought it proper 

to assmne with relation to them. So long as I could 

rely on your assurance that your policy would be re

gulated by the instructions which you had received 

from n1e, I felt fully j ustifiecl in continuing in your 

hands the administration of the province. You now, 

however, inform 1ne that you have felt it your duty 

frankly to disclose to n1e opinions and sentiments, 

which, being hostile to the policy of the office over 

which I preside, ought not to be withheld fron1 1ne. 

You have accmnpanied this disclosure Y\'ith a positive 

refusal to carry 1ny instructions into effect, in a case 

in which that refusal involves not only disobedience 

to n1y directions, but actual injustice to an individual 

who has appealed to n1e for redress. 
Under these circumstances her l\'lajesty's l\finis

ters have, after the fullest deliberation, thought it 
their duty to tender to the Queen their advice that 

your resignation hould be accepted ; and I have 

received her l\'lajesty's com1nands to signify to you 

her acceptance of it accordingly. 
In conformity with your request, your successor 

·will proceed to Upper Canada with the lea t possible 
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delay. In the mean time, I rely on your devoting 
the short period of your future ad1ninistration of the 
affairs of Upper Canada to the protection and ad

vancement of those highly important interests which, 
during the last two years, have been in trusted to your 
guidance with so much advantage to the public ser
vice. 

(COPY). 

l\1v LoRD, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) 

No. 11. 

GLENELG. 

Toronto, Janua'I'!J 26th, 1838 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your Lordship's despatch, No. 247, dated 24th No
vember, 1837, in which you infonn 1ne that her 
l\fajesty has been graciously pleased to accept my 
resignation, and that n1y successor ·will proceed to 
Upper Canada with the least possible delay. 

As I had not only tendered my resignation, hut 
had deliberately refused to carry into effect the cmn
mands I had received from your Lordship respecting 
the restoration of .Judge Rid out to the offices frmn 
which I had ren10ved him, and respecting the eleva
tion of 1\'Ir. Bidwell to the Bench, I was quite pre
pared to have received from her lVIajesty's Govern

Inent, with the utmost submission, the above comn1u-
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nications, and I can truly assure your Lordship that, 

expecting they would have been delivered to 1ne 

without con1ment, I was also not only prepared but 

desirous to have expressed to your Lordship and to 

her ~Iaje ty's Government my deep regret at having 

frmn a sense of public duty been obliged to place 

myself in opposition to their wishes. I was further 

prepared to have begged your Lordship to pardon any 

expression which, in the conscientious resistance of 

your Lordship's policy, I might inadvertently have 
made use of, and to be assured that it had never been 

n1y intention or desire to appear wanting to your 

Lordship in respect for your private character or 

public station. 
These feelings I continue to entertain ; but your 

Lordship's late connnunication having coupled the 
acceptation of my resignation with certain remarks, 

I feel it due to the station I yet hold to record the 

requisite explanation, particularly because it is evi

dent to 1ne, frmn the ingenuity of the extracts quoted 

in your despatch, that they have been selected, dove

tailed, and then brought before your Lordship's con

.._· ideration by some person of considerable ability and 

experience in what is com1nonly called " special 

pleading." 
l. In your Lordship's despatch it is stated, "with 

" the solitary exception of the proposed surrender of 

" the territorial revenue, I had not, from the conl
" mencement of your administration until my receipt 
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'' of your despatch of the lOth Septe1nber, 1837, the 
" slightest reason to know or to surmise that, amoug 
" the 1nea~ures prescribed for your adoption in my 
" original in:d1·uctions, there was any one to which 
" you did not completely and cordially subscribe;'' 
and your Lordship added, " therefore the contrast 
" ·which you declare to have existed between your 
"policy and mine has really prevailed in reference to 
H the specific measures iHdicated by my original in
" structions. I can only state that 1ny ignorance of 
" the fact has been as unavoidable as it has been 
" complete." 

In order to support this view of the case, which of 
course tends to show that I acted irrationally in ten
dering my resignation) a few extracts are selecte<l 
fron1 two or three of my despatches, in which it is 
perfectly true that I distinctly avowed n1y approbation 
of the original instructions ·which, on my appoint
ment, I had had the honour to receive frOin your 
Lordship. Nevertheless, notwithstanding this avowal, 
the whole series of n1y despatches con tin uousl y prove 
that I n1uch 1nore explicitly avowed 1ny disapproval 
of your Lordship's policy; and, though I do not pre
sume to blame your Lordship, yet I feel I have reason 
to complain that extracts, showing n1y approbation of 
my instructions, are quoted against n1e in your Lord
ship's despatch, for the apparent purpose of convict
ing me of having expressed 1ny approval of your 
policy, whereas the disagreement 'vhich existed be-
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tween your Lordtihip and 1nyself (not retSpecting my 
instructions, but the iinpolicy of conciliation) has 
never subsided for a n1ornent ince the fir t day of 
my arri\'al in this province. 

I could quote from 1ny despatches, if it were neces~ 
sary, a series of extracts 'vhich lvould indisputably 
shmv that, frmn the date of the elevation to the Bench 
in J..Jower Canada of the author of the 92 resolutions, 
do,vn to the period of your Lordship's proposed resto
ration in this province of Judge Ridout, and of the 
propo eel elevation of 1\Ir. Bid well, I opposed, in the 
stronge t possible terms, the fatal systCin of concilia
tion; and, far frOin n1y not having differed from your 
Lordship, I mu ure it n1ust ]uwe been notorious 
throughout the Briti h North Atnerican Colonies, 
and even in England, that I was in thi province 
openly pursuing a course of policy diametrically 
oppo. ite to that which 'va theoretically advocated by 
the Colonial Office, and practically carried jnto effect 
in Lower Canada. 

It is true that, on being supported by the people of 
Upper Canada, and on gaining by a dissolution of 
the Provincial Parliament an oyerwhelming constitu
tional majority in the !-louse of A sen1bly, I felt it 
proper, on the connnon principle of official courtesy, 
to a cribe the whole credit of the victory to the in
structions (not the policy) which had emanated fi·mn 
her l\Iajesty's Government; but I certainly did not 
expect that this comp1itnent would have been quoted 

2A 
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against 1ne with a view to sho'v that your Lordship 
had received no notice or ·warning that I was hostile 
to the policy of her Majesty's Government, until you 
'vere suddenly embarrassed by the receipt of 1ny 
unexpected resignation, dated lOth Septe1nber, 1837. 

2. Your Lordship's despatch next proceeds at 
great length to show "that there is no one of 1ny 
reputed acts or proceedings in which the general in
terests of the province ·were involved which has not 
received your sanction.'' 

Your Lordship's despatch supports this assertion 
by quotations from your own despatches, ·which, as 
far as the words go, clearly substantiate the fact, Lut 
your Lordship's despatch has 01nitted the dates, 
which, had they been quoted with the word~·, 'vould 
have proved the accuracy of my con1plaint, which 
1vas, not that support had been altogether deniecline, 
ln1t that it had been 'vithheld fron1 111e during the 
various struggles in which I had been involved; and, 
as Lord Chesterfield granted it to Johnson, only be
stowed when success had considerably impaired its 
importance. 

I have before n1e a quantity of 111inute evidence on 
this subject, but, casting jt aside, I appeal at once to 
the English Govern1ncnt newspapers and to the 
Journals of the House of Co1n1nons-both of which 
I mn sure will prove to any unprejudiced person 
that, ever since n1y arrival in this province, a rno t 
ren1arkable silence has shrouded every victory which 
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I have gained over the Republicans ; and, as one in
instance of thi discouraging systein, I may observe 
that Mr. Hume was allowed, on the floor of the 
!louse of Conunons, to act in the fictitious character 
of accredited agent or representative of the people of 
Upper Canada, long after Her 1\faje ty's Govern
ment ·were in official possession of my despatch con
cerning a report fr01n the House of Assembly, w·hich 
in the strongest 1)0 ible terms repudiated 1\'lr. Hume 
as well as the treasonable language ·which he had 
addre sed to Mr. 1\I'Kenzie, for whose apprehension, 
a an absconded traitor, the urn of one thousand 
pound is at this nloinent offered by the Executive 
Government of this province. 

As the above observations ·will, I conceive, suffi
ciently prove what, in British North An1erica, i 
p rfectly notorious-namely, that in the arduous 
tt·uggles in which I have been engaged here, I have 

not received fr01n her 1\Iajesty's Govern1nent oppor
tune support, I feel it unnecessary to notice the par
ticular ea e of Captain 1\Iacaulay, the Executive 
Council, the loyal addresses, the speech from the 
Throne, and Mr. Sullivan's appoinhnent, which 
are adverted to at great length in your Lordship's 
de patch, and which, I can a sure your Lordship, 
'vould appear to you under a very differeut aspect 
were I, by a proper adju bnent of dates and fact .. 
to lay the subjects fairly before you. I will, there
fore, at once proceed to the non-confirmation of h~r 

2A2 
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l\fajesty's Attorney and Solicitor-General, which, in 
1ny despatch of the lOth of Septmnber, I o seriously 
c01nplained of. 

Your Lordship's observations on this subject, in 
your late despatch, require but little reply, as it 
appears that all I c01nplained of is, in fact, ad1nitted 
by your Lordship, that is to say, you achnit that both 
these important appointinents were suspended tnereiy 
because ''A 1nember of the General Asse1nbly of 
Scotland had transmitted for your Lon1ship's inforin
ation certain printed resolutions of the Presbytery 
of that Qhurch in Upper Canada, which resolutions 
represented that in the session of 1836 l\ir. 
Hagerman had, in his place in the House of As
seinbly of Upper Canada, held language and pur
sued a line of conduct highly injurious to the cha
racter and interests of the Scotch Church, and in 
direct opposition to the avowed policy and recorded 
opinions of the l\iinisters of the Crown." 

It has now turned out that your Lordship's soli
tary self-interested informant (a Scotchn1an, whose 
accusations were founded on s01ne extract he had 
read fr01n a Inost profligate newspaper) was in error; 
but, even had he been right, I respectfully repeat 
and n1aintain, that so long as a colony has a pro
vincial legislature which can read, write, and speak 
for itself, no private individual who gets worsted in a 
religious squabble should be allowed to arrest, in 
opposition to the recon11nendation of the Lieutenant-
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Governor, the pron10tion of Loth her l\1aje ty's 

Attorney and Solicitor-General, until they can pub
licly vindicate theinselves frmn the poi onous accusa
tions '\vhich the secret informer has been allowed to 
pour into the ear of the Colonial 1\rlinister. 

The Attorney-General (l\Ir. I-Iagcrman) is knmv11 
at your Lordship's office to be a stanch uncompro

Inising supporter of British principles, and I have no 
hesitation in repeating that the marked indignity 

which he and the Solicitor-General have received 
has had a bad moral effect. 

3. With re pect to the reception which '\vas given 
at your Lordship's office to the Solicitor- General, 
the Honourable W. II. Draper, who, as a Jnember 
of 1ny Executive Council, was especially despatched 
by n1e to your Lorclsltip, to explain the views which 
the Executive Government here took in opposition 
to the departn1ental conduct of 1\lr. -- (who was 
consequently exactly the last individual in the pro
vince wh01n it would have been proper to have 
selected for such a n1ission), I have only to inforn1 

your Lord hip that 1\Ir. Draper, whose n1ild inoffen
._ ivc character and sound co11stitutional principles 
are highly admired here, on his return to ,.-foronto 
front England, confessed to nw, rather than cmn
plained, that in the cour e of his lifetin1e he had 

never had so n1uch difficulty in suppressing his feel
ings as on his first interview with your Lordship's 
Under-Secretary, lHr. Stephen, whose whole manner 
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towards hhn \vas not only repulsive but highly 
offensive. 

Had 1\Iessrs. -- and Draper been mere private 
individuals, the eulogium which your Lordship's de
spatch passes on the former, and the neglect which 
lvas shown to the latter, 'vould interest no one; but, 
·while 1\Ir. Draper appeared at the Colonial Office as 
a me1nber of my Executive Council, and as an indi
vidual devotedly attached to constitutional l'H'inci
ples, 1\Ir. -- appeared there recorded as one of 
the five n1mnbers of 1ny late Executive Council, "vho, 
shortly after 1ny arrival, had n1ade an attack upon 
the constitution, which, being immediately backed by 
the then House of Assen1bly, obliged n1e to dissolve 
the Parliament and appeal to the people (who sup
ported me), \vhich had the effect of discarding Mr. 
Speaker Bid,vell and the other republican n1einbers 
fr01n the· House of Assembly. 

It was also recorded in your Lordship's office that 
l\1r. -- had been named with l\1r. Bidwell, 1\fr. 
Papineau, and others of the san1e politics, as com
nlissioners for an object which, though . artfully 
veiled, was very generally and naturally here be
lieved to be revolutionary. Under these circmn
stances, surely it Inust be very evident to your Lord
ship that it would have appeared a 1neasure of con
ciliation highly offensive to 1ny Council had I, 
as Lieutenant-Governor of this province, selected 
1\ir.- as the individual in Upper Canada nwst 
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worthy of 1ny confidence; and it certainly re1nain 
for whoever 1nay have advised your Lordship on this 
subject to explain why, ·when all these facts 'vere 
recorded in the Colonial Office, your Lordship's de-
patch should persi t in giving so decided a prefer

ence to lVIr. --, at the expense of 1\fr. Draper, a 
loyaln1e1nber of my Executive Council, whmn I had 
especially despatched to your Lordship to explain 
the precise views of the Executive Govermnent, of 
'vhich he officially was cognizant. 

1Vith respect to the despatches on the subject of 
1\Ir. Draper's mis ion, \vhich ·were giveu to l\Iajor 
Bonnycastle in. tead of to 1\Ir. Draper (although it 
" ·as known at the Colonial Office that both the e 
gentlemen were to sail for New York in the smne 
11acket), your Lord hip states,-

! fully intended to make Mr. Draper the bearer of the 

despatches in question. With that view he was requested 
to at1 end at this office. He intended to do so, but., from 

causes unexplained and unknown to mE', l\1r. Draper left 

England without presenting himself at this office, and the 

E-mployment of another messenger was therefore a matter 

of inevitable necessity. 

If the united testitnony of Mr. Draper and of 
Major Bonnycastle be correct, your Lordship' 
obliging intention towards Mr. Draper have been 
fru h·ated in a 1nanner ·which I think it but proper 
your Lordship should be n1ade aC(!Uainted with. 

1\fr. Draper admits that, by appointment, he was to 
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have called at the Colonial Office on the day before 
the packet sailed ; that he did call accordingly, but 
not at the appointed hour. l\1ajor Bonnycastle, how
ever, states that your Under-Secretary, 1\Ir. Stephen, 
told him, two or three days previous to the sailing of 
the pacl\et, that he (l\1 ajor Bonny castle) " 'ould be 
the bearer of the despatches ; that l1e accordingly 
asked Mr. l\furdock (a clerk in your Lordship's office, 
who, he was infonned, had charge of the Upper Ca
nada correspondence) for then1; tlw.t 1\fr. Murdock 
told hi1n that the despatches Yvould not be given to 
hin1; that lie (l\'Iajor Bonny castle) went and told 1\Ir. 
Stephen what lVIr. M urdock had said, upon which 
Mr. Stephen sent for 1\ir. Murdock, and, in his (Major 
Bonnycastle's) presence, told .1\tfr.l\Iurdock, very an
grily, that he, Mr. Murdock, ought to obey the in
structions he had received, and that lte was to give 
the despatches to lJlaJO'J· Bonnycastle. 

4. I will now proceed to the two principal topics 
in your Lordship's despatch, namely, 1ny refu"'al to 
raise lYlr. Bid well to the Bench, or to re~tore Judge 
Ridout to the offices frorn which I had removed hitn 
and 1ny consequent resignation. 

My Lord, I had not been a fortnight in this coun
try when your Lordship wrote to me, suggesting for 
1ny consideration "that it would Le a very judicious 
act on the part of the Government to place in sta
tions of trust and honour those gentlemen of Upper 
Canada (Mr. Rolph and Mr. Speaker Bidwell) who 
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had been repre ented to you as anwng the mo t able, 

popular, and e timable men in the colony." 
The recommendation sub1nitted by your Lordship 

for 1ny consideration was, "that Mr. Rolph should 

be a IUeinber of the Executive Council, and 1\fr. Bid

well be placed ou the judicial bench." 
5. 'Vith respect to Dr. Rolph, the fir t individual 

1nentioned to Ine by your .Lordship as a person whmu 

it migh~ "be a very judicious act on the pm·t of the 

Government to place in a lJ·tation oj' trust and honour," 

I feel it only necessary to state that, next to Mr. 

1\f'l{enzie, Dr. Rolph has been proved to have been 
the n1ost insidiou~, the Inost crafty, the most blood
thir ty, the 1nost treacherous, the Inost cowardly, and, 

taking his character altogether, the most infa1nous of 

the traitors who lately assailed u . After having 
been the person who fixed the day on which Toronto 
" ·as to be attacked, he hypocritically undertook to Le 
the bearer of my appeal to the rebels, to avoid the 
effusion of human blood; and it has actually been 
proved before the Comn1ission which is now investi

gating this trea onable affair, that, after Dr. Rolph 
and Mr. Robert Baldwin had deliYered this message 
from me, the former, Dr. Rolvh, -yrent aside with two 
of the principal traitors, and diabolically recom

Inended then1 to cmne and attack the town. 
I will only add that Dr. Rolpll's con ciousncs of 

the l)art he had aded prompted hin1 to fly to the 

V nited States (before any idea 'vas entertained of 
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arresting l1im) the n1oment it beca1ne evident that 
the treacherous attack he had planned ·would not 
succeed. As a fugitive traitor, his seat in the House 
of Asseinbly l1as just been declared void, with only 
two dissentient voices, which 1nerely disagreed on a 
question of form. 

vVith respect to the other individual (1\Ir. Bid
well) n1entioned to 1ne Ly your Lordship as a person 
whon1 it 1night '' be a very Judicious act on the part 
of tlze Gove1·nment to place in a station of tru~·t and 
honour," it is certainly remarkable that, within less 
than a n1onth fr01n the date of the above recommend
ation, both he (1\Ir. Bidwell) and Dr. Rolph, the 
fonner as Speaker, the latter as Executive Council
lor, joined in perhaps the 1nost ferocious attack that 
ever \Vas made by any Council or House of Assen1bly 
upon the Lieutenant~Governor of the colony. 'fhe 
grossly insulting language which was used against 
1ne, every word of which has long ago been trans
lnitted to your Lordship, is, I 1naintain, without pre
cedent; and, although your Lordship did not sup
port me during this conflict with these persons, yet, 
when it ·was decided in 1ny favour, you did not hesitate 
to approve of the resistance I had made against their 
violent aggression upon the constitution of the pro
vince. Nevertheless, notwithstanding Mr. Bidwell, 
in consequence of his Republican doctrines, and of 
his avowed connexion with 1\fr. Papineau, was pub
licly driven, not only fron1 the Speakership, but ii·om 



363 

the House of Assembly itself; and notwithstanding 
that in 1ny Despatch No. 41, dated 5th April, 1837, 
I voluntarily explained to your Lordship why I could 
not conscientiously place hhn on the Bench, yet, with 
all this mass of evidence on your mind, your Lord
ship deemed it advisable deliberately to inform me 
that it was the wish of her lVlajesty's Govern1nent 
that the situation of Judge of the Court of I{ing's 
Bench should, in case of an expected vacancy, be 

offered to l\Ir. Bid well ! 
In vindication of this appointment your Lordship's 

late despatch states as follows .-" I confess that it 
" did not appear to 1ne fit that, under such circmn
" stances, he (1\Ir. Bidwell) should be punished by a 
" pern1anent and irreparable incapacity for a prmnotion 
" to which, on the grounds of private character, no 
" objection could be raised, and to which, on the 
" grounds of professional eminence, he had the highest 
" po sible title. It appeared to 1ne dangerous, or 
" rather in1practicable, to govern the province on the 
" principle of a proscription of the whole of one large 

" body of the inhabitant ." 
'Vhat were the dangers 'vhich your Lordship 

apprehended,- \Yhat were the principles upon 
1vhich your Lordship proposed to govern the North 
A1nerican colonies,-ancl why your Lord hip desig
nated the s1nall band of traitors, whose conspiracy 
has lately been exploded without the assistance of a 
single soldier, " the whole of one la1·ge body oj' the 
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inhabitant~·,"-! will not presun1e to inquire, but 
will simply state the following fact. 

Your Lordship's c01nmunication to n1e of the desire 
of her Majesty's Govennnent to elevate 1\fr. Bid
·well to the Bench reached Ine on the I st of Septein
ber last, just two days after 1\fr. Bid well had addressed 
a letter to 1\fr. 0'Callaghan (a traitor, for whose 
apprehension a reward of 500l. has been offered by 
Lord Gosford), which was published in his own 
newspaper, and of which the following is an ex
tract:-

Retired from public life, probably for ever, I still look 
with the deepest interest and sympathy on the efforts of 
tho~e who are actively contending for the great principles 
of liberty and good government. Your great and power· 
ful exertion in the cause of liberty and justice I have 
noticed with admiration and respect, and I look with deep 
interest on the struggle in L?wer Canada, between cm 
insulted, opp'ressed, ancl inJured people and tlwiT OP

rREssous.-All hope of justice from the authorities in Eng
land seems to be extinguished. 

l\fy Lord, if I have been wanting in respect to her 
1\Iajesty's 1\tiinisters, I offer to the1n the foregoing ex· 
tract as my apology; for even at this nwinent of my 
approaching departure for ever fr01n this province, the 
very idea of n1y having been desired to elevate the 
writer of such senti1nents to the British Bench 
creates within n1e feelings which it is difficult to sup
press. Under the excite1nent of these feelings, I 
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positively refused to obey your Lordship' instructions, 
and I re pectfully tendered to her l\1aje ty n1y resig

nation of the station I hold. Events have since 
proved that the judO'ment I had formed of the clan~ 

gerous effects of conciliation was not incorrect. 
rrrea on, which had long slunlbered in this province, 

liaving been fannecl by conciliation, suddenly burst 
into a flan1e. 'l'he details of the late rebellion, as 

contained in my despatch dated Dece1nber 19th, No. 

132, have already explained to your Lordship that on 

the 7th of December la t the brave 1nilitia of Upper 
Canada drove the rebels frmn their position at Gal
lows I-Iill; that their place of rendezvous, 1\Iontgo
Jnery's Tavern, in11nediately fell into their possession; 

and that, on a stnall party reaching it, they found, 
brought out, and unfurled in triu1nph before tl1eir 

comrades, the traitor's flag, upon which was inscribed 

in large letters,-
" BIDWELL and the glorious 1ninority, 

1837, and a good beginning." 
l\Iy Lord, if that flag had, as was expected by its 

followers, triumphantly entered Toronto, I have no 

hesitation in saying it would have waved over the 
corpse of every loyal subject in the city; indeed, lre 
have received evidence that a general nutssacre of tl1c 

Queen's loyal subjects would have been attempted. 

The flag in question was captured on the 7th 
Dece1nber last, just six days after the departure frmn 
Downing Street of your Lordship's despatch, which, 
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in reply to my declaration, that, so long as I continued 
to be Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada, I would 
never raise Mr. Bidwell to the Bench, infol'lned 1ne 
" that he~J· MaJesty's m,iniste~J·s have, ajteiJ' tlte fullest 
deliberation, thought it their duty to tende~J• to the 
Queen thei~J· advice tlzat rny 'ret)·ignation should be 
accepted.'' 

I beg leave to place these facts on record, without 
a con1n1ent. 

7. It gives me pain to reply to that part of your 
Lordship's despatch which relates to n1y refusal to 
restore Judge Rid out to the offices from which I had 
re1noved him. The despatch says nothing in favour 
of the Judge's p~J·oposal to tm· and feathe~J• 1ne; 
nothing in favour of the whole course of his political 
misconduct; nor does it in any way oppose 1ny opinion, 
or the opinion of the Executive Council, that Judge 
Ridout was not a proper person to be allowed to 
continue in office under the British Governnwnt; 
but the despatch clings with inexplicable tenacity to 
a fact which I have always fully admitted, namely, 
that I disclosed to .Judge Ridout only a part, instead 

. of the whole, of the reasons, for which I had felt it 
necessary to inforn1 hi1n that his late 1\fajesty hatl 
no further occasion for his services; and because I had 
adopted this course, your Lordship declares, " it was 
impossible fm· rne to advm·t to any othe~J• g~J·ounds of 
accut)·ation than that which had been made known to 
j£r. Ridout as the cau8e of his dismi~·sal." Even iu 
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peaceful tiines, I mn not aware that it is usual always 
to satisfy every public servant of all the reasons for 
which his services are no longer required ; but in the 
m01nent of n1utiny, or on the eve of a traitorous in

surrection, such as I have just quelled, any n1an who 
understands how to wield power, knows, that a well
timed and unexpected display of just authority inva
riably effects nwst tl·iking results. This result was 
strongly exen1plified in my disrnissal of 1\tlr. Ridout, 
which so effectually checked the insults the republi
cans lVere preparing to offer 1ne, that it rendered it 
ahnost unnecessary for n1e again to defend n1yself; 
whereas, in Lower Canada, the conciliatoryorendurino· 
syste1n of her l\fajesty's Govenunent was exerci ed 
until the Royal Gazette. uddenly tee1ned with dis
Ini sals, which, however, were too late to produce any
thing but the 1nost insulting and disreputable rep lie·. 

l\I y Lord, I sulnnit to the candid consideration of 

your Lordship, that 1ny adn1inistration of the govern
ment of Upper Canada had not authorised her lVfa
je ty's Govern1nent to consider 1ne as an arbitrary 
or vindictive n1an ; there 'vas, therefore, no reason 
to presuppose that I had acted without reflection in 
any dismissal I had effected; but 1\:Ir. Ridout's case, 
a it has been detailed to your Lord. hip, proves that 
hi · disn1is al was decided on by n1y judg1nent and not 
by n1y passions, for there was not the slightest occasion 
that I should have consulted either the Attorney-Gene

ral or the Executive Council on the subject; and the 
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\'ery fact of my having done so proves that I ·was de
sirous to be guided by reason and justice. As I have 
already stated to your Lordship, 1\Ir. Ridout's repub
lican friends, fancying that his dismissal might, in a 
city where almost universal suffrage prevails, secure 
his election as an alderrnan, tried the experin1ent, 
and failed; he has never ventured to petition even the 
I-Iouse of Assembly on the subject; and I feel I may 
say that every man of respectability in the province, 
who is cognizant of the facts, is conscious that l\Ir. 
Ridout's dismissal was not only just, but a necessary 
111easure ; aud I have only to add that, in the late 
insurrection, which has tested all 1nen's principles, 
1\Ir. Ridout is almost the only individual of a respect
able family who has not either taken up or declared 
himself ready to take up arms, to put down instu·
rection, or to repel the perfidious invasion of this 
province by An1erican citizens.*· 

l\iy Lord, I have now finished the painful duty of 
replying to your Lordship's last cmnmunication; and, 
as I daily expect to hear of the arrival in the pro
vince of n1y successor, I can have little desire to 
J>rotract a discussion which nothing but a strong 

• After I had retired from the Government of Upper Canada, Sit· 
George Arthur, who succeeded me, investigated Mr. Ridout's case 
by order of the Colonial Office: every chance was given to him in my 
absence of shewing cause for his restoration to office.-I understand 
that he totally failed, and that Sir George Arthur most decidedly 
recommended that Judge Ridout should not be restored to the 
offices from which I had removed him. 
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ense of duty would have forced 1ne to undertake. 

Your Lordship cannot, I think, help observing with 

astonishment, that, in the particular cases 1nentioned 

in this despatch, the friends of British institutions 

have certainly been depressed, and their opponents 

elevated, by the Colonial Office; your Lordship, hon'

ever, would, I believe, not only be astonished, but 

alarmell, were I indisputably to prove to you, as I 

readily could do, that this unnaturul and destructive 

system has long characterised the practical policy of 

the Colonial Office, although it has been governecl 

hy noblenwn, like your Lordship, of high character 
and worth. 

I should not do justice to the brave anflloyal peo

ple of Upper Canada, who have protected n1y charac

ter, n1y policy, and n1y life, were I, in taking leave 
of them as well as of your Lordship, to shrink from 

recording as n1y deliberate opinion that the hidden 

eau e of our colonial1ni rule-the secret reason why 

Papineau, M'l(enzie, Rolph, Bidwell, Bedart, De

bortz, Ridout, and others of similar politic , have been 

openly supported by the Colonial Office in propor- . 
tion as the loyal population has been depressed-has 

already been disclosed to your Lordship in n1y de
spatch No. 132, dated 19th December, 18:37, of 

'vhich the following is an extract :-

cc ~fy LoRn,-It has long been notorious to every British 

ubject in the Canadas that your Lordship's Under-Secre

tary, tho author of our colonial despatches, is a rank re-

2B 
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publican. His sentiments, his conduct, and his political 
character are here alike detested, and I enclose to your 
Lordship Mr. M'Kenzie's last newspaper, which, traitorous 
as it is, contains nothing more conducive to treason than the 
extracts which, as its text, it exultingly quotes from the 
published opinions of her Majesty's Under-Secretary of 
State for the Colonies!" 

The following are the extracts above alluded to as 
republished by Mr. M'Kenzie :-

,, Evidence given by J ames Stephen, junior, Assistant 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, before the House of 
Commons Committee on the Government of Canada, 1828. 
It is impossible (says Mr. Stephen) to suppose the Cana
dians dread your power; it is not ea y to believe that the 
abstract duty of loyalty, as distinguished from the sentiment 
of loyalty, can be very strongly felt. The right of rejecting 
European dominion has been so often asserted in North and 
South America, that revolt can scarcely be esteemed in 
those continents as criminal or disgraceful. Neither does 
it seem to me that a sense of national pride or importance is 
in your favour. It cannot be regarded as an enviable dis
tinction to remain the only dependent portion of the New 
'\i\Torld." 

As Lieutenant-Governor of this province I have 
already stated my opinion of these execrable senti
Jnents. That they are totally incompatible with the 
station of an Under-Secretary of State for the Colo
nies is, I conceive, a fact lvhich is undeniable; and 
that these sentiments are not only disloyal, but er
roneous, will, I think, appear fr01n the following 
short observations :-
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l. 1\Ir. Stephen says " it is inpossible to suppose 

tlze Canadians dread you1· powe1·." That they do 

dread our power has just been proved by the late 

total defeat of Mr. Papineau and the whole of his 

force, who laid down their arms to our soldiers; all 

the principal leaders have absconded for no other 

reason but " dread of ou1· powm·.'' 2. Mr. Stephen 

asserts, that on this continent " 1·evolt can sca1·cely be 

esteemed as c1·iminal m· disgraceful." That the in

habitants of Upper Canada, like all honourable men, 

consider revolt against the parental Government 

under which they live as an act both cri1ninal and dis

graceful, has been proved by the noble and succe sful 

exertions they have ju.ot made to put down treason 

and to bring to justice concealed traitors. 3. 1\lr. 
Stephen declares as his opinion, " that it cannot be 

1·egarded as an enviable distinction to 1·emain the only 

dependent pm·tion of the New TVm·ld." 

Not only has Upper Canada put down insurrection, 

but its brave and high-minded inhabitants have ju. t 

rushed, armed as ·well as unanned, to their eastern as 

well as to their we~ tern frontier, to repel the invasion 

of their allies, A1nerican citizens, who, fron1 New 

York to 1\'lichigen, have been collecting 1noney, 1nen, 

and anns, for the object of forcibly branding Upper 
Canada with the independence or n1obocracy under 

wl1ich they then1selvcs are publicly suffering. 
The American force which has been brought against 

us, although 11owerful enough against all their au-
2n2 
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thorities to rob their own state-arsenals of anns and 
cannon, proved unable to attain its perfidious object; 
and I have no hesitation in saying that Upper Canada 
feels at this nwment proud of the " enviable distmc
tion" of being dependent on the British empire, whose 
brilliant history it venerates, and whose Sovereign it 
affectionately adores, with a loyalty which has just 
called forth the unsolicitetl thanks and admiration of 
the three branches of the J_.Jegislature of the gallant 
province ofNew Brunswick, another North American 
province which, contrary to Mr. Step hen's theory, 
voluntarily remains "one of tlze dependent portions 
of the New 117 m·ld." 

As I entertain no sentin1ents of animosity against 
Mr. Stephen, it has Leeu \Vith very great reluctance 
that I have 1nentioned his nan1e; but, being deeply 
sensible that this province has been signally pro
tected by an omnipotent Providence during the late 
unnatural rebellion, I feel it n1y duty, in retiring 
from this continent, to divulge, through your Lord
ship, to my Sovereign, 1ny opinion of the latent cause 
of our unfortunate misgovernment of the Canadas. 

I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 

Y onr Lordship's most obedient 

hu1nble servant, 
(Signed) F. B. I-IEAD. 
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With re pect to the foregoing serious allegations I 
1nust be permitted at once to expre s 1ny deep and 
unfeigned regret at the necessity which, in a 1non1ent 
of rebellion, obliged 1ne, in the stern perforn1ance of 
a n1ost arduous duty, to assail the political principles 

(quoted against me by M'i'. lJl'Ken;<;ie just bejm·e tlze 
attaclc of Toronto) of a aentlen1an whose nwral cha

racter is above all reproach. 
It is necessary, however, in 1ny own defence, I 

should now infonn the reader that not only did 1ny pre
decessor, his Excellency Sir John ColLorne, distinctly 
allude to this secret irresponsible influence, but that, 
in two 1nost able reports lately addressed to her J\tia
jesty by the Legislative Council and House of As
sembly of Upper Canada, reflections are diretcly 1nade 
against lVIr. Stephen's influence and principles; the 
Legislative Council deseribing him as " a gentlen1an 
in the Colonial Department,"-the House of As

seinbly openly mentioning his nmne. 
Besides this, in the leading article of the 1\Iontreal 

Gazette (one of the n1ost respectably-conducted 

papers in Lower Canada) there appeared, on the 
22nd of November last, eight months after I had left 
Upper Canada, the following observations :-

We do not desire) as we have never wished, to screen Lord 

--·-, as the head of that branch of the Government, 
from censure or blame for the entire absence, or at least 

neglect) of those qualities which go to the formation of an 
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efficient minister of the Crown in his esperial sphere of duty, 
but we may express our regret that a person, so estimable in 
private life, should have been seduced from the quiet tenor of 
his 1vay, to accept office in a department, in which the most 
laborious assiduity and the most resolute firmness of decision 
were essentially neccssa1·y-qualities in w hi eh his Lordship 
could not but have felt his incompetency. Like his colleagues 
he has appeared to consider that, where politics and parties 
in England were not affected by the matter in question, 
every possible evasion of decision, superficial examination, 
conciliation of the vjolent, or the exposure of the peaceable, 
and sacrifice of the weak to the party interests of the influ
ential, might be practised with impunity, and that arciclent, 
caprice, or inattention to official duties, would not be noticed 
in Parliament, and public scandal would be thereby avoided. 
Notwithstanding this opinion which we entertain, every man 
of common observation must be aware of the utter impossi
bility of any individual, however gifted or laborious, to 
perform all the duties of such an office; he must be more or 
less dependent upon his subordinates, especially for state
ments of facts and circumstantial information, upon which 
his conclusions and judgment must entirely be founded; and 
the consequence is, that the individual intrustecl with the 
weighty responsibility of the vast Colonial charge is directed 
oy one official, who, unnamed and unseen, has the practical 
control of the:> Colonial Office, and is never in any way 
referred to at home. It is time that this system should be 
abolished-it is time that the baneful domination of 1\Ir. 
Under-Secretary Step hen should be got rid of, and that an 
entire! y new system of things should be adopted. 

It is well known that l\1r. Stephcn has for many years 
past been the confidential adviser and director of the Colo· 
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nial department; nor can it be doubted that to his evil 

influence must be ascribed all the misgovernment which 
these provinces have suffered for so long a period. The in~ 

conveniences of a rapid succession of Ministers, entertaining 

opposite opinions upon colonial administration, may have 
been felt by other colonies; but in regard to these, for the 

last fifteen years at least, such inconnveiences appear to have 
been not so sen ibly felt. Whoever was the Minister, the 

same principles were followed-whatever was the exigency, 
the same system was continued-and whatever was the na~ 

ture of the despatch, the same rule, the same sentiment, and 

the same doctrines have been employed; all these afford 

internal evidence of the offender, and point him out to pub
lic animadversion. Indeed, since that gentleman has made 

himself so officially necessary, he ha prejudiced colonial 

interests more than he can, by any means, hope to repair, 
and has sat as an incubus, not only on Lord Glenelg's 

breast, and stifled his measures, but ha equally stifled the 
good intentions as well as the active ability of his Lord

ship's predecessors. The House of Assembly of Upper 
Canada, at its last session, pointedly noticed the influence 

of the person mentioned above, and we trust that it will 

be followed up by the Legi latures of the other colonies : 

their internal peace, their advance in prosperity, and their 

continued connexion with the parent country, loudly call 

for the expression of opinion upon a matter of so much im
portance to their best interests, and we trust that it will be 

openly and boldly avowed. 

To this opinion, ,vhich is infinitely more ably 
expressed than my own, I subscribe, and, should I 
be called upon either by her l\iaje ty's Government, 
or by either House of the Imperial Parliament, to 
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substantiate the allegations I have avovvecl, I shall at 
once give the following list of the witnesses to whmn 
I refer:-

Sir Peregrine l\1aitland-Sir John ColLorne-Sit· 
Archibald Camp bell-the Crown Officers of Upper 
Canada-Chief Justice Robinson-the Legislatures 
of our North American colonies-the British mer
chants in England connected with onr North Anle
rican provinces-theW est India and other merchants 
connected with our colonies. 



377 

CHAPTER XI. 

Captain Drew, H..N.-Description of the capture of the Caroline
The province again attacked-Farewell Speech to the Legislature
Despatch to Mr. Fox-Fresh invasion-Support of the Legislatures 

of Nova Scotia and New Brunswiek-Address to me from the 

Speaker of the House of Assembly-Gallant conduct of Cap
tain Brown, of her Majesty's Thirty-second Regiment-Confession 
of the American General Sutherland-Concluding Despatch to 

her Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

The despatches in the following chapter will speak 

for thetnselves. 

No. 15. 
'llm·onto, 9th J?clJ1'um·y, 1838. 

l\Iv LoRD, 
In my despatch of the lOth of January, which 

contained a copy of my comn1unication to l\Ir. Fox 

at 'Vashington, respecting the capture of the piratical 

stemn-boat the Caroline, I had the honour to men

tion to your Lordship, that, in justice to Captain Dre'v 

of her l\Iajesty's Royal Navy, and the other officers 

and men engaged in the service alluded to, I should 

feel it my duty to bring their co11duct before the 

especial atteution of her l\1aje .. ty 's Governn1ent. 
It is proper, howeyer, I should previously inform 

your Lordship, that as soon as I found that this 
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portion of the British ernpire \vas perfidiously at
tacked and invaded by An1erican citizens, under 
A1nerican leader. termed " Generals"-that artillery 
and 1nuskets ·were brought against us from the State 
arsenals-that Navy Island belonging to her 1\fa
jesty ·was actually seized by A1nericans-that batte
ries were formed there, fi·01n which shot were fired 
for many days upon the inoffensive inhabitants of this 
province-and that the island was regularly supplied, 
by boats frOin the A1nerican shore, with provisions 
and Inunitions of war,-I approved of the recominend
ation of Colonell\i'Nab, commanding the expedition 
on the Niagara frontier, that a naval force or flotilla, 
under officers of experience, should be constituted; 
and_, feeling that it would be unjust, that, in the name 
of her lVIajesty, I should require naval officer.s to 
leave the back woods, into \Vhich they had retired, 
without recognising the1n in the professional capacity 
in which I had especially called them into action, 
I directed Iny military secretary, Colonel Strachan, 
to forward to Colonel M'Nab a written comnlunica
tion, a copy of which is herewith enclosed, directing 
him to call upon such naval officers in the province 
as he n1ight deen1 proper to select, to afford n1e their 
services, on the understanding that they would receive 
their full pay during the period they \Vere thus pub
licly employed by 1ne on her 1\fajesty's service. 

In consequence of the above com1nunication (which 
I at once think it right to acknowledge contains no 
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authority beyond what the Lords of the Admiralty 
n1ay, frmn the emergency of the ea e, deen1 proper to 
conform to it) Colonel l\'l'Nab called upon Captain 
Drew, R.N., to collect and co1n1nand a flotilla of 
gun-boats and other craft, to be inunediately fitted 
out for the purpose of attacking Navy Island. 

While the gun-boats \Vere being prepared, the 
American force, under the American commander 
styling himself General Van Ransaller, continued, 
day after day, to fire frmn Navy Island upon the nu
offending inhabitants of the Niagara frontier, although 
uot a gun had been fired on the part of the British, 
although the An1erican force on our i land were 
uaily increasing, and although a teanl-boat, char
tered by these pirates, was actually employed in 
transporting to the island n1unitions of war for the 
purpose of aggravating the insult which, in a mo
ment of profound peace, had perfidiously been 1nacle 
by A1nerican citizens upon her Britannic l\Iajesty's 

dmninions. 
Under these circumstances, Colonell\1'Nab deter

Iuined, as an act of self-defence, to call upon Captain 
])rew to capture, burn, or destroy this steam-boat. 

Accordingly, about eleven o'clock the same night, 
Captain Drew, with five boats, containing nine 1nen 
each, pushed off frmn the British shore. The boats 
\Vere conunanded by Captain Drew, R.N., Lieutenant 
l\1'Cormack, R.N., Lieutenant John Ehnsley, R.N., 

Lieutenant Christopher Beer, R.N., and -- Gor

don, a conunander of a steam-boat. 
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The crew were composed of volunteers, who en1 ... 
harked in total ignorance of the service in which they 
were about to be engaged, Captain Drew's requisition 
having merely stated '' that he wanted a few fellows 
with cutlasses who would follo,v him to the devil." 

As soon as they were clear fi·mn the shore, Ca.p
tain Drew ordered his followers to rest for a few 
lllOinents on their oars, and, while the current was 
hurrying then1 towards the Falls of Niagara, which 
were i1nmediately below them, he briefly explained to 
the crew the duty he required thmn to perform, and 
the post respectively to be assigned to each. Silence 
was then preserved until Captain Drew's boat came 
within fifteen yards of the stea1ner (which was ob
scurely seen 1noored to the American wharf at Fort 
Schlosser), when the sentinel on board in a hurried 
1nanner called out " Boat ahoy! boat ahoy! Who 
comes there ?" 

A man in the bow of the leading boat replied 
" Friend !"on which the sentinel ealled for the coun
ter. ign. " I'll give it to you when we get on boa1·d .. " 
replied Captain Drew, \Vho, by this time being close 
to the vessel, Loarded her on the starboard gangway, 
and, frmn an over-anxiety in his crew to follow him, 
it so happened that for n10re than a minute he was 
the only assailant on the pirate's deck. Captain 
Drew then encountered five n1en, one of whmn fired 
his musket close to his face, but, missing, he (Captain 
Drew) i1nmediately cut hi1n down. 

Cantain Drew then disabled another of the pirates, 
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and, with the flat of his sword, drivino· the other 
~ 

three before him, occasionally hastening then1 with 

the point, he n1ade thmn tep from the yessel to the 

wharf. 
By this time Lieutenant l\I 'Cormack luul ho:tr<le 1· 

on the starboard bow, and, it being so dark that he 

could not recognise the n1en he foun<l th re, he asked 

then1" if they were friends or enemies?" One of them 

replied, " An enemy!" and, immediately firing, slwt 

him through the left ann. Lieutenant 1\l'Connack 

in tautly cut this man down ; several of the pirates 

then fired upon Lieutenant l\I'Cornmck, and woun<1ecl 

hin1 in five places; yet, in ~pite of this, he effectually 

di~ablecl another of then1, and then sinking fron1 lo .. s 

of blood, the ves cl was carried, when Captain Drmv 

innnecliately ordered a party of his 1nell to cut her of[ 

It was, however, found that she was moored to the 

wharf by chain fron1 the bow and qun.rter, ·which it 

required nearly fifteen 1ninutes to unloo~e. 

During this delay the American guard stationed 

at the inn above Fort Schlosser turned out, and cmu

Inenced firing upon the assailants; in consequence 

of this Lieutenant Elmsley, R.N., heading a volun

teer party of sixteen n1en, anned with nothing but 

their cutlasses, advance(l about thirty yard· towards 

then1, and, forming in line, they gallantly stood there 

to protect the vessel against the American riflemen 

until the chain cables were cast off. 
The crews, now returning to their respective boats 
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towed the vessel from the wharf, but, the current 
irrevocably drifting her towards the Falls of Nia
gara, Captain Dre·w, assisted by one man, set her on 
fire, and, as soon as she ·was fairly towed into the 
stream, the assailants, finding she ·was n1ore 
than they could hold, let her go, and, giving her 
three British cheers, they rapidly pulled a·way for 
their o·wn shore, while the pirate steamer slowly 
glided towards her doom! 

A small light glowing ·within her suddenly burst 
from her hold, and in a few minutes the guilty vessel, 
enveloped in flames, was seen hurrying towards the 
rapids, down which she hastily descended until, 
reaching the crest of the Great Horse-shoe Falls, 
over she 'vent. 

Your Lordship will imagine, better than it is pos
sible to describe, the solemn magnificence of this 
spectacle; yet it does not exceed the moral picture 
exhibited at the capture of the vessel. 

The justness of the cause, tl1e noble project of the 
attack, the coolness with 1vhich it was executed, and, 
lastly, the 1nercy that was shown by our brave fellows 
the moment the vessel was their own, are naval cha
racteristics which reflect honour on the British empire 
in general, and on this noble province in particular. 

I therefore feel it my duty to request your Lord
ship to lay my humble testin1ony of the n1erits of 
Captain Drew (whose intrepidity and generosity are 
beyond all praise) before the Lords COinmissioners of 
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the Ad1niralty, to whose liberal consideration I beg 
leave tnost earnestly, but re pectfully, to recon1menrl. 

him. 
I also feel it my duty to bring before their Lord-

ships' especial consideration the case of Lieutenant 
lVI'Corn1ack, who is still lying on his back c01npletely 
di, abled, and I much fear that one of his five wounds 
will require the mnputation of hi. left arn1.>l<~ 

This loss, to a backwoodsman, upon whose manual 

labour his fmnily is dependent for snpport, is irrepar
able; and I feel confident that her l\I~~jesty's Go
vernment will consider that, as it is highly advan
tageous that the Queen should be enabled to call upon 
the retired naval officers in this province whenever 
their professional services on the lakes may suddenly 
be required, so it is not only just, but politic, that, 
if disabled, they should not be allowed to suffer 
fr01n privations which might tend to deter others 
fro1~1 following their noble and patriotic example. 

Although naval or military officers when called 
upon by their Govenunent are in no 'ray responsible 
for the political consequences of the daring n1easures 
they are ordered to effect, yet I cannot help assuring 

your Lordship that the capture of the Cm·oline has 
been productive of the tnost beneficial con equences. 

* I visited this officer shortly after he was brought on shore, with 

five gun-shot wounds through him. He was of course in a high 
fever, but, even in that state, he expre sed the satisfaction he felt at 

having had an opportunity of serving his country. 
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Before it took place Anwrican " syn1pathy " for 
our absconded traitors was unbridled and unchecked. 

The state arsenals were openly plundered, sulJ
scdptions were openly collected, provisions, as 'veil 
as Inunitions of war, were openly supplied ; and while 
her 1\lajesty's Government in Upper Canada was 
subjected to enonnous expenses, and while the nu
offending inhabitants of this province were kept in a 
state of painful anxiety, the inhabitant~ of the Aine
rican frontier were actually amusing themselves at 
our sufferings, and were even Inaking parties of plea
sure for the purpose of inspecting the preparations 
on Navy Island. 

No sooner, however, was the Caroline in flames 
than a sudden excitement prevailed; but it was the 
excitement of fear. The wOinen fled fr01n the villages 
on the coast-people who had fancied themselves 
bed-ridden decamped-and the citizens of Buffalo 
evinced the greatest possi1Jle consternation for the 
safety of their town. 

Inunense expeuses were im1nediately incurred by 
the An1ericans for the purpose of self-defence, and, 
considering how much {J pper Canada had been 
oLliged to expend on this principle, I trust your 
Lordship will admit that it was sahitary, politic, and, 
above all, ,just, to make our A1nerican allies pm·tici
pate in the lmuentable consequences of their own 
perfidy towards us. 

Of course there were not wanting those who argued 
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that the excitement produced by this bold act of jus
tice would irritate our assailants; however, it 1na.y ue 

observed that it is impossible to Inake 'Vat' ]:Jalatable 
to one's enemy, and that, indeed, it is not advisable it 

should be so. 
The result has now spoken for itself. The pirates 

have fled fron1 Navy Island, their vlan of invading 
the Niagara frontier has been abandoned, and our 

allies, arrantly ashmned of themselves, are now 
n1erely our ene1nies frmn that odd principle in human 
nature, which ir1variably 1nakes men hate and envy 

those whmn they have injured. 
Our militia forces on the frontier have nearly all 

been allowed to retire to their hmnes ; but, as the 
flotilla of hoats requires to be guarded, and as I think 
it highly advisable that smne officer of experience 
should watch the naval n1ove1nents of the Americans, 

I have directed Captain Drew. by two orders, (copies 

of which are herewith enclosed,) to continue his pen
dant flying until I shall have had ti1ne to communi

cate to your Lordship. 
As the ex pen e of this precaution and ob ervation 

will be very trifling, I would strongly recmnmencl 
that it should be continued for at least a year; for, as 
several vessels are now building on the lake, it 

would he prudent that we should have some one 
whose duty it is to ascertain whether any suspicious 

alteration is effected in their structure. 
Trusting that your Lordship will offer to the Lords 

2c 
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of the Admiralty 1ny apology, in case I should have 
given any orders they may see reason to disapprove of, 
and that you will be so good as to lay before them 
Colonel M'Nab's recommendation in favour of 
Lieutenant Elmsley, a member of my Executive 
Council, to 'vhose intrepidity I can myself bear 
testimony, 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) F. B. HEAD. 

The Right Honou'J·able the Lord Glenelg. 

In reading the foregoing despatch, as also the 
documents appended to it, the reader will, I think, 
join with me in regretting that, although this was 
the first naval victory in her Majesty's reign, my un
ceasing applications for the promotion of Captain 
Drew, and for a pension for Lieut. 1\'I'Cormack, 
neither of whom I had ever seen before they captured 
the Caroline, have been unavailing ! 

Toronto, 20th DecembeT, 1837. 
SIR,-1 am commanded by the Lieutenant-Governor to 

inform you that, should you require the asF:istance of naval 
officers of experience to recover possession for her 1\lajesty 
of Navy Island, his Excellency desires that you will call 
upon such naval ofiicers in the province as you may deem 
proper to select to afford him their services, and that you 
will explain to them that they will receive their full pay 
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during the period they are thus publicly employed by his 

Ex~ellency in her Majesty' service. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. M. STRACHAN, M. S. 

Hon. Colonel M'Nab. 

By me, Allan N a pier M'N ab, Colonel Commanding her 

Majesty's Force on the 1 
1iagara Frontier. 

By virtue of the power and authority ve ted in me, as the 

Colonel Commanding H .er 1\lajesty' forces on this frontier, 
by his Excellency Sir Francis Bond Head, Baronet, &c. &c., 

Lieutenant-Governor of the province of Upper Canada, in 

a despatch dated this twentieth day of December instant, 

commanding me to call forth the service of such officers of 

her Majesty's Royal Navy as may be necessary for the 
purpose of organizing an armed naval force to co-operate 

with the troop under my command in the reduction of 

Navy Island : 
I hereby authorise you to take upon yourself the charge 

and command of the naval department, to act in concert 

with me. You will organize such a force of armed vessels 

and boats for a flotilla as will protect the landing, and tran

sport one thousand men from the Canadian shore to Navy 

I land. 
You will also make such other arrangements as in your 

judgment you may think necessary for the good of her 

Majesty's service, and for effecting the object of the expe
dition. For which this shall be your sufficient warrant. 

Given under my hand at this twentieth day of 

December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun
dred and thirty-seven. 

(Signed) ALLAN M'N AB, 
Col. Corn. 

Commander And'l'ew Drew. 
2c~ 
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Niagara Frontier, 'chippewa, Jan. 17, 1838. 
Navy Island having been evacuated by the rebels, you 

will immediately proceed to lay up the vessels and boats 
composing the flotilla under your command in safety for 
the winter. 

You are hereby authorised to continue on the spot your
self until further orders, with such a complement of naval 
officers and seamen as you may deem sufficient to take proper 
care of the flotilla. 

(Signed) 
Captain D1·ew) Chippewa. ~ 

SIR, 

F. B. HEAD. 

Toronto, Feb. 4, 1838. 

You are hereby commanded,-in addition to the duties al
ready pointed out to you, of protecting the property of her 
Majesty lately employed in the Naval Department, and 
placing the schooners and flotilla in a place of security,-to 
use your utmost endeavours to procure such information of 
the movements of the rebels, or any other persons inimical 
to her Majesty's Government) as may conduce to the interest 
of her Majesty's service; taking care, however, to be ex
tremely cautious and circumspect in the discharge of your 
duty; to avoid everything that could in the least degree 
compromise the dignity of her Majesty's Government, or 
give just cause of complaint to the Government of any other 
country at peace with Great Britain. You will report your 
movements to me, as also to the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, as often ~s occasion may require ; and you will 
continue your pendant flying, until I shall have had time to 
communicate these instructions to her .:Majesty's Principal 
Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

(Signed) F. B. HEAD. 
Captain Drew, R.N. 
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Head Quarters, Chippeu·a, .Jan. 20, 1838. 

SIR, 
I have the honour to enclose the report of Captain Drew, 

R.N., commanding the Naval Brigade on the Niagara Ri
ver; and the services of that force being no longer required, 

I have given them leave (with the exception of Capt. Drew) 

to return to their homes. That valuable officer wal retam a 

sufficient number of officers and men to dismantle the ves

sels and lay them up. 
The conduct of Captain Drew, and the volunteers under 

his command, has been most efficient since they joined the 

service. Where all have so nobly done their duty, it may 

appear improper to mention the names of individuals who 

have signalized themselYes while on this station; I cannot, 

however, refrain from mentioning the names of Lieutenants 

M'Cormack and Elmsley; the former was dangerously 

wounded in gallantly boarding the Caroline, and is still in 

the hospital; the latter has been actively employE>d, almost 

day and night, since he joined Captain Drew's quadron ; 

and I am authorized by Captain Drew to say, that he has 

recei\·ed the mo t valuable services from that officer ; and I 

do Lieut. Elmsley but justice in saying, that the dangerous 

nature of the duty which was assigned to him brought him 

more under the fire of the enemy than any other under my 
command. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ALLAN N.lVI'NAB, 

Colonel Commanding M. and N. B. 

Lieut.-Colonel Straclzan, Military Secretary. 

No. 18. 
Tm·onto, Uppe1· Canada, Feb. 2l.s·t, 1838. 

MY LoRD, 
I have the honour to inforn1 your Lordship, that, 
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having consulted my Executive Council, and the 
Speakers of the Legislative Council and House of 
Assmnbly, I yesterday determined that on Tuesday, 
the 27th instant, I would prorogue the Provincial 
Parlia1nent. 

I feel confident that by doing so I shall relieve Sir 
George Arthur (whose departure fr01n Etiglancl we 
have not yet heard of) frmn the very difficult and 
embarrassing situation in which he 'vould be placed, 
were he, on his arrival here as a stranger, to be sud
denly called on to assent to or dissent fi·om Bills, on 
the policy or impolicy of which he had no time to 
consider. 

I feel confident it is only fair to Sir George 
Arthur that he should have a few Inonths' leisure 
before he be called upon to meet the Legislature. 

I n1ay also inforn1 your Lordship that, in conse
quence of the disturbed state of Lower Canada, and 
of the Uni.ted States, n1any of the 1nen1ber; have felt 
it advisable to return to their constituents, and that 
others are very desirous to do so. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) F. B. HEAD. 

The Right Hon. Lo1·d Glenelg. 

'Vhen, labouring in a distant country, one has beeu 
by public opinion unjustly reviled, there is something 
highly gratifying in that retributive justice with which, 
in England, the error is generously adn1itted, so 
soon as by the light of truth it is clearly perceived. 
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This observation particularly allude to the sen
tiinents contained in the following speech, which at 
the ti1ne it was promulgated were declared in Eng
land to be a libel on the Anwricans; aud yet these 
senti1nents have at last nobly resounded, infinitely 
louder than I proclaiined then1, in both l-Iouses of the 

I1uperial Parliament. 

Honourable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council, and Gen

tlemen of the House of Assembly. 

Considering the circumstances under which you were 

hastily assembled, it is satisfactory to me to observe that 
you have been enabled, notwithstanding occasional anxiety 

from attempted invasions of our frontier, to give your deli

berate attention to the public interests, and to mature some 

valuable measures. 

Gentlemen of the House of Assembly. 
I thank you for the supplies which you have granteU. 

for the support of the Civil Government during the present 

year. 

Honourable Gentlemen, and Gentlemen. 
I regret to say that there still exists, among a portion of 

the American people, so strong a desire to force upon the 

free inhabitants of this province republican institutions, that, 

with scarcely an exception, every Government arsenal, from 
Lake Champlain to Lake Michigan, has within the la t two 

months been broken open and plundered, to furnish arms 

for the invasion of this lJortion of the British empire; and, 
however the circumstance may be explained, it is certainly 

a remarkable fact, that all these robberies have been effected 

without the sacrifice of a single life, an<l without even the 
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imprisonment of the person who is notoriously the insti
gator of these acts. 

The wrong which citizens of the neighbouring States have 
committed, by thus attempting to dictate to the inhabitants 
of Upper Canada the form of government under which 
they are henceforward to exist, will, as the assertion of a 
new theory, be condemned by the civilized world as severely 
as in practice it has been repudiated by the people of this 
province. 

What right, it will be calmly asked, have the inhabitants 
of one country, armed with the artillery and weapons of 
their GoYernment, to interfE-re with the political institutions 
of another? What excuse, it will be gravely considered, had 
citizens of the Unit~d States for invading the territory of 
Upper Canada? 

When our coloured population were informed that Ame
rican citizens, sympathising with their sufferings, had taken 
violent possession of Navy Island, for the double object of 
liberating them from the domination of British rule, and of 
imparting to them the blessings of republican institutions, 
based upon the principle that all men are born equal, did 
our coloured brethren hail their approach? No! on the 
contrary, they hastened as volunteers in waggon-loads to 
the Niagara frontier to beg from me permission that, in the 
intended attack upon Navy Island, thE'y might be permitted 
to form the forlorn hope-in short they supplicated that 
they might be allowed to be foremost to defend the glorious 
institutions of Great Britain. 

When the mild aborigines of this continent, who live 
among us uninjured and respected, ·were informed that 
citizens of the United States, disregarding the wampum
bclt, which was sacredly connecting them with Great Bri
tain) had invaded our shores to sympathise with the suffer-
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ings of the red tenants of the forest, and to offer them 

American friendship instead of the enmity of Briti h rule, 

did our Indian brethren hail their approach? No, their 

chiefs and warriors instantly painted their faces for battle, 

and, with rifles in their hands, these free-born defender , of 

their virgin soil appeared before me with a solitary request, 

namely, that, in ea e of their death, their wives and childr<?n 

might be pen ioned. The Six Nations Indians, the Missisa

guas, the Chippewas, the Hurons, and the Ottawas, spon

taneously competed with each other in a determination to 

die, if necessary, in defending the Briti h Government, under 

whose parental protection they and their fathers had been 

born. 

When the Canadian farmers and yeomen of Briti h 

origin were informed that citizens of the United States, 

sympathising ·with their ufl'erings, had in three instances 

taken forcible possession of her J\tlajesty's territory, for the 

purpose of liberating them from British domination,-thatJ 

with this object. in view, the American leaders had issued 

proclamations, promising to each liberator three hundred 

acres of the be t lands of Upper CanadaJ with one hundred 

dollar in silver,-that the American self-styled General in 

command of the liberators had called upon the citizens of 

Upper Canada " to fr ee thei1· land fi·om tyranny"-'' to 

'J'ally round the standm·d of liberty"-'' to lay down their 

a·rms"-in which case, it was beneficently promised to them 

that "their persons anclz;roperty should be protected," and 

that if they would " cease ·resistance, all u:ould be 'lrell u:ith 

them,''-did the Canadian inhabita.nt hail their approach? 

No, on the contrary, their brave and loyal militiaJ although 

totally deprived of the assistance of her I\ I ajesty' · regular 

troopsJ ro. e imultaneou lyJ and, regardless of every private 
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consideration, wherever the invaders appeared, thousands of bayonets were seen bristling on our shore, ready to re· ceive them. On the eastern, as well as on the western frontier, but one feeling prevailed,-it was a noble determination on the part of free men to conquer or die in defence of their religion-their constitution-their character-their families-and their farms; yet, notwithstanding their excited feelings, when the American citizens, who, from an armed schooner, had cruelly battered the town of Amherstburg, fell into the hands of the brave militia of the Western District (in which not a single rebel had been in arms), did these prisoners fall victims to popular fury, or were they even insulted? No ; the instant our invaders surrendered to British power, they experienced that mercy which adorns the British name,-their wounds were healed at our hospitals,-and, from the western extremity of Upper Canada, they were conducted unharmed through the province., safe under the protecting regis of our laws ! 
When a band of rebels, defeated in their cruel object to reduce this capital to ashes in the depth of a Canadian winter, were, after the conflict at Gallows Hill, brought to me as prisoners on the field-was any distinction made between American-born and our other Canadian subjects? No, all were released. Before the assembled militia of Upper Canada all were equally pardoned; and though many of our brave men, smarting under feelings natural at the moment, evidently disapproved of the decision, yet all bowed in obedience to the administrator of the laws, and, under the noble influence of Monarchical Government, they allowed their assailants to pass uninjured through their ranks. 

When the gallant inhabitants of the provin('es of New 
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Brunswick and Nova Scotia received intelligence that Ame

rican citizens had commenced an attempt to free the British 

North American Colonies "from the ty1·anny of British 

rule.,'' did they rejoice at the event? No; a burst of loy

alty resounded through their lands, and a general desire to 

a sist us was evinced. 

If Upper Canada were merely a young, healthy province, 

with no protection on the continent of America but it cha

racter, its industry, and the agricultural difficulties it has to 

contend with-its filial attachment to its Government-the 

bravery it has shown in its defence-and the mercy it has 

extended to its captured assailants, ought to be sufficient to 

make its aggressors ashamed of their late attempt to force 

upon their neighbours institutions which they conscientiously 

and unequivocally reject. But when it is considered that 

Upper Canada is an integral portion of the British empire, 

and that the two countrie are at thi moment bound toge

ther by a solemn treaty of peace, the faithle attack of citi

zens of the United States upon the province, after it had 

completely quelled a slight domestic insurrection, will, if 

persisted in, excite feelings among the generous nations of 

Europe, which will add but little to the character of repub

lican in titutions; for surely the smile of a nation should 

not be more dreaded than its frown, or its extended hand 

be more fatal than its uplifted arm. 

'Vhen the facts just stated are clearly comprehended by 

intelligent men, how will the American citizens, who have o 

wantonly attacked the British empire, find it possible to 

explain that the province of Upper Canada required them 

to interfere in it concerns ? 

There are two facts which the American nation have not 

power to deny. 
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1st. That it is their interest as well as their duty to fulfil 
their treaties. 

2nd. That if their people be permitted to rob the United 
States arsenals in order to inyade a friendly power, the law
less body will very soon find out that it is easier to plundel' 
their own wealthy, dP.fenceless citizens, than the poor, brave, 
well-armed people of Upper Canada. 

I have felt it to be the especial duty of the legislative sta
tion I hold~ not only to protest against the unprincipled in
vasion of this province by its allies, but to vindicate the in
habitants from the unreasonable accusation, which, without 
due inquiry, was made against them by the federal Govern_ 
ment of the United States, of having ((assassinated" the 
crew of the Caroline. 

The memoir of the attack which has just been made upon 
us, offers a moral to the mother-country which I feel confi
dent will create throughout the empire considerable sensa
tion; for, although the old country is not without its share of 
human misapprehension and prejudice, particularly as re
gards its transatlantic possessions, yet, when facts . are clearly 
submitted to it, its judgment is always sound, and its Yer
dict nobly impartial. 

The struggle on this continent between monarchy and 
democracy has been a problem which Upper Canada has 
just solved. 

It has been very strongly argued, e\'en in England, that 
democracy was the only form of government indigenous to 
the soil of America, and that monarchy was a power which 
required here artificial support. 

With a view to subvert this theory, the whole of the 
Queen's troops were allon·ed to retire from the province, and 
the result, as had been anticipated, ·was, that the people of 
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Upper Canada were no sooner left uncontrolled than they 

proclaimed. themselves in favour of monarchical institutions. 

Surrounded by temptations on almost every side, they indig

nantly rejected them all; in a few hours they successfully 

put down insurrection in their own land ; and when Ameri

can citizen , astonished as well as disappointed at their loy

alty, determined to force them to become Republicans, peo

ple of all religions, and of all politics, rushed to the frontie 

to die in defence of their glorious constitution. 

The conduct of the militia of Upper Canada attracted the 

attention of the gallant and loyal inhabitants of New Bruns

·wick and Nova Scotia, whose legislatures have done them

selves, as well as this province, the honour of promptly ex

pressing their unqualified approbation of the attachment 

which has been evinced here to the British constitution. 

When these facts shall arrive before the English people, 

and when they shall also have taken into their consideration 

the devoted and unalterable attachment which the British 

population of Lower Canada have evinced for our revered 

institutions, surely they will come to the conclusion that the 

concurrent opinions of her Majesty's North American co

lonies, respecting the relative auvantages between monarchy 

and democracy in America, must be sounder than their own 

can be, inasmuch as eye-witnesses judge more correctly 

than people can possibly do who are living four thou and 

miles off. 

The l)eople of England will, I trust, not fail to admire 

the calmne s, the resolution, the generosity, and the honour

able subjection to their laws, which have distingui hed the 

inhabitants of Upper Canada; and, on the other hand, they 

certainly cannot fail to ob ·erve that the republican pro

ject of our English Reformers, namely, to make the people, 



398 

bit by bit, responsible only to themselves, has ended, in Ame
rica, by the government of the United States confessing its 
total inability to restrain the passions of its citizens, to guard 
its state arsenals, or to maintain its treaties with its oldest 
and most natural ally. 

Lastly, the British people will, I trust, observe with 
considerable alarm, that the leading advocates for organic 
changes in our institutions are either at this moment lying 
in our gaols as traitors, or, from baring absconded, are 
self-banished from the province ;-in short, that their pre
tended efforts to obtain in V pper Canada what they called 
" LIBERTY FOR THE PEOPLE/' has ended in a most infa
mous and self-interested attempt to plunder private pro
perty, rob the banks, and burn to a ·hes the rising capital 
of their country ! 

·With this experience before our eyes, I must confess I 
join with the Legislature and people of Upper Canada in 
shuddering at the abused name of " 'J'ifo·rm," just as we 
now recoil with abhorrence ·when we hear suddenly pro
nounced the word c' sympathy." 

As my successor is hourly expected here, I return to the 
mother-country as I left it, totally unconnected with party 
or with politics; but in retirement I shall remember the 
lessons which the people of Upper Canada have taught 
me; and I feel it my duty to declare that I leave the 
continent of America with my judgment perfectly con
vinced that the inhabitants of Europe, Asia, and Africa, 
are 'right in their opinion that all men are not by nature 
equal,-that the assertion of the contrary in America is a 
fallacy,-and that talent, industry, and character, must 
elevate individuals, as they do nations, in the graduated 
scale of society. 
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1\fay the resplenclent genius of the British constitution 
ever continue to Hluminate this noble land, and, animated 
by its influence, may its inhabitants continue to be distin
guished for humility of demeanour-nobility of mind-fide
lity to their allies-courage before their enemy-mercy in 
victory-integrity in commerce-reyerence for their reli
gion-and, at all times and under all circumstances, Im-

plicit obedience to their laws. 
Honourable Gentlemen and Gentlemen, 

FAREWELL! 

Toronto, 3rd Jtlm·ch, 1838. 

SIR, 
I have the honour to inform your Excellency that 

on the 22nd and 23rcl ult. a body of An1erican citi
zens with anus and cannon, under the command of 
1\Ir. Van Rensallaer and others (having previously 
broken open and robbed the United States arsenal at 
\Vatertown), invaded and took possession of Hickery 
Island, a sn1all territory belonging to her l\1aje ty in 
the St. Lawrence, about sixteen miles below King-

ston. 
I have also the honour to transmit to your Excel-

lency a copy of a communication I have received from 
Colonel the l-Ion. John 1\Iaitland, conunanding her 
Majesty's force on the western frontier, by which 
you will perceive that on the 25th ult. a similar in-
vasion of the Queen's territory 'vas con1n1itte(l by a 
large bouy of An1erican citizens, ,vho, frmn the pro
vince of l\1ichigan, with arn1s and cannon, invaded 



400 

and took possession of Fighting Island, a long slip of 
land situated between Sandwich and A1nherstburg. 

I beg leave to call your Excellency's particular 
attention to the two circumstances remarked upon 
by Colonel Maitland, namely, that the arms which 
our gallant 1nen captured from the perfidious in
vaders of our soil were new United States muskets, 
and that, ·when these ruffians ·were forcibly driven 
from our island, instead of being captured by the 
A1nerican authorities, they ·were allowed to form in 
line on the American shore, fron1 whence they opened 
a fire upon her Majesty's troops. 

It only remains for me to apprize your Excellency 
that I have been informed, from undoubted authority, 
that, with scarcely an exception, every one of the 
United State arsenals, frmn Lake Chan1plain to 
Lake Michigan, have been broken open for the pur
pose of enabling An1erican citizens to invade us ; 
and it is an act of atrocity unrecorded in the history 
of civilized nations, that Van Rensellaer and M'Ken
zie, who have instigated their followers to these acts, 
remain to this mmnent at liberty. 
His Ea'cellency I have, &c. 

Hen'l'!J S. Foa', Esq. F. B. I-IEAD. 

Uppe1· Canada, Toronto, March 6th, 1838. 
MY LORD, 

I have the honour to trans1nit to your Lordship 
copies of two 1nessages 'vhich I have addressed to 



401 

the two Houses of the Provincial Parliatnent, 1st, 

on the subject of the destruction of the Caroline 

steatn-boat ; 2nd, on a com1nunication which has 

been addressed to 1ne by Sir Colin Ca1npbell, Lieu

tenant-Governor of Nova Scotia. 
I have, &c. 

F. B. HEAD. 

'J?ze Lord Glenelg. 

Gove1·nment Ho-use, Toronto, Alm·clt 6th, 1838. 

SIR, 

It is 'vith very sincere pleasure that I transmit to 

your Excellency resolutions from the Legislative 

Council and I-Iouse of Assetnbly, in reply to those 

fonvarcled to me in your Excellency's obliging c01n

nn1nication ofthe 6th of January. 
Besides the docu1nents, I beg you will he so good 

as to convey to your Legislature, my thanks for the 

honour it has conferred uvon me by connecting my 
name with the province of New Brunswick, which, 

in her l\iajesty's North American Colonies, ha , al

ways been so conspicuous for its loyalty, and for its 

noble attachtnent to the principles of the British 

Constitution. 
I have &c. 

His EJ}Cellen~1J Alajor-Gene'ral 
Si1· John Harvey, K.C.B. 

F. B. I-lEA D. 

2D 
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Gove'J'nment House, To1·onto, Mm·ch 8th, 1838. 
SIR, 

I request that your Excellency will do me the 
favour to transmit to the Legislative Council of Nova 
Scotia my thanks for the honour it has conferred 
upon 1ne by its resolutions dated 29th January last, 
conveyed to n1e in your Excellency's obliging com
munication of the 6th of February. 

It gives 1ne very great pleasure to be enabled fur
ther to request your Excellency to trans1nit to the 
Legislative Council of Nova Scotia the accompanying 
resolution· frmn the Legislative Council and I-Iouse 
of Assembly of this province. 

I have, &c . 
.F'. B. HEAD. 

1Vlajm·-Gene1'al Si1· Colin Carnpbell, S,c. 

No. 28. 

Uppe1· Canada, To1·onto, 6th JJim·cll, 1838. 
Mv LoRD, 

I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship a 
copy of an address which was read to n1e this day, 
while seated on the Throne, by the Speaker of the 
House of Assmnbly. 

I have, &c. 
F. B. HEAD. 
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Copy of the Speake'r's Add1'ess. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR ExcELLENCY, 

V\r e, her Majesty's n10st dutiful and loyal subjects, 

the Con1n10n of Upper Canada, have granted to our 
Sovereign Lady the Queen the supplies necessary to 

enable her Majesty to carry on the civil government 

of this province for the present year. 
Upon looking Lack upon the various in1portant 

comnmnications which have been 1nade by your 
Excellency to the I-Iou e of As embly during the 
1n·e ent session, we cannot but congratulate you and 
the country upon the firn1 and noble attitude a su1ned 

by your Excellency in all those public documents 

which have emanated from your Excellency. 
'Vhen we reflect upon the serious oceurrences that 

have taken place in Upper Canada, and upon its 

borders, within a few n10nths pa. t, and upon the dis
tinguished ])art taken by your E .. rcellency to Inain

tain the honour and interests of our country during 

that short Lut eventful p riod, ·we find equal eau e of 
gratulation. Rebellion has been cru hed, the attacks 

of perfidious citizen, of a foreign power have been 
repelled, and peace reigns triun1phant within the 
bounds of your Excellency's government. 'V e tru t 
that the provi ion of the militia-law, to which your 
Excellency has just given the royal assent, 1nay, 
under Divine Providence, contribut to the preserva

tion of this loyal portion of the British En1 pire front 
2n2 
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the aggresswn of all enemies, whether foreign or 
domestic. 

Fron1 the message of your Excellency, transmitted 
to both Houses of the Legislature, we have too u1uch 

reason to believe that the present 'vill be the last 
time lre ever shall have the honour of n1eeting your 
Excellency on an occasion like the present. 

In the name of the people of this province) I offer 

to your Excellency the expression of their deep regret 
that your Excellency should have felt constrained to 
tender to her Majesty your resignation of the go
verninent of this province, ·which your Excellency 
has ad1ninistered vvith so n1uch credit to yourself anti. 
advantage to the country. 

The people of Upper Canada will ever retain a 
grateful recollection of the services of your Excel

lency ; and they feel a~sured your Excellency will 
1neet with a clue reward at the hands of our youthful 
and beloved Queen. 

It now only remains for 1ne to present to your 
Excellency, for the royal assent, the Bill to provide 
for the civil governmeut of this province for the 
current year. 

No. 33. 

7.'oronto, l4tlt lJfarclt, 1838. 
Mv LoRD, 

I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship a 

copy of a despatch fr01n Colonel the I-Ionourable John 
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Maitlancl, commanding the forces in the western 

district, detailing the ga1lant manner in which he 

1nnrched against a large body of organised Americans, 

who had taken po session of Point Pele Island, which 

they had invaded. 

Your Lordship will perceive that the A1nerican 

force retreated as soon as he advanced, and, traversing 

the i land, which is nine miles long, quicker than it 

wa possible for him to follow them, they ca1ne in 

sight of a couple of companie of the 32nd Regiment, 

under the c01nmand of Captain Brown, which had 

been purpo ely stationed on the ice, with a view to 

cut off their retreat to the American shore. 

The An1ericans, eeing this small party, detenninecl 

to attack th In with their whole force, and, advancing 

towards thmn, they availed themselves of a quantity 

of broken ice, behind which they 'vere, to a certain 

degree, protected, and then opened their fire. 

In a short time a1out thirty of our brave men fell, 

and there can be no doubt that in a few 1ninutes they 

must l1ave been all mowed down by the destructive 

fire of so many rifles and muskets, l1ad not Captain 

Brown, with admirable decision, ordered his men to 

charge. 
Th Republicans stood their ground until the mo

narchical troop arrived within about twenty yard~ of 

them, vrhen, abandoning their po ition, as also their 

principle that" a.ll men are horn equal," they decamped 

in the greatest confusion, and reached the shore; and, 
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had they there rallied behind the trees, it would have 
been impossible for so small a party of 1nen to have 
dislodged then1; ho,vever, they continued to retreat, 
and were completely driven fr01n our island. 

If your Lordship will be so good as to compare the 
date of this action with the attacks that ·were made 
about the sa1ne day upon the province at Hickery 
Island, near Kingston, and at Pantalbino, opposite 
Buffalo, you will perceive that a siinultaneous effort 
was rnade to gain possession of Upper Canada. 

In all quarters it has been repulsed, and I am happy 
to say that in no instance have our faithless allies 
dared to attack the 1nain land, their attempts at con
quest having only been directed upon our own islands. 

I have every reason to believe that this is the last 
effort which will be made; and I have no doubt 
that its expected success has been the reason why 
the Federal Government at vVashington have so 
unaccountably delayed to legislate on the subject of 
these unprincipled aggressions. 

Seeing that they can Inake no impression upon us, 
I fully expect they will now adopt Ineasures which 
they should not have delayed. 

I hear from every quarter that the exciten1ent, or 
sympathy, in the United States is rapidly sub iding. 

In the attack at Point Pele Island, the Arneri
cans not only lost their commanding officer, but, the 
following day, General Sutherland, the author of 
the proclamations alluded to in my speech on pro-
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roguing the IJegisla.ture, 'va , with his aid-de-catnp, 
Captain Spencer, hLken prisoner anu, two days 
ago, they were brought here, through the province, 

under a guard only of twelve men. 
I iinmediately ordered Mr. Sutherland to be tried 

by a court-1nartial, before which he was yesterday 

arraigned. 
In the course of last night he 1nanaged to open 

veins in each arm and in each in tep, and this morn
ing he was found nearly lifeless frmn the loss of 
blood; in consequence of which, the court-martial 

has adjourned until Saturday. 
I have, &c. 

F. B. HEAD. 

The Right Hon. the Lo1·d Glenelg, &c. 
P. S.-I have this 1norning received, for the first 

time, intelligence of the departure fron1 England of 
Sir George Arthur, but I have not yet heard of his 
arrival at New York. I find that Colonel Maitland's 
despatches are in th~ hands of the Judge A cl vocate 
of the court-martial, and I fear they can scarcely be 

copied in time for this 1nail. 

Copy of the Confession of the American General Suther
land, made a few minutes before he attempted self-de-

struction. 
Garrison, Toronto, 22nd Jrfa'l'ch, 1838. 

SIR, 
In compliance" ith the wish expressed by your ExcPllency 

that I would reduce to writing that part of the conversation 
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that I l1ad with the prisoner Thomas Jeffcrson Sutherland 
on the 13th instant, which related to the United States Go~ 
vernment, I have the honour to transmit, for your Excel
lency's information, the following statement, \vhich, as nearly 
as I can recollect, is correct. 

While visiting the prisoner, on the ewning of the 13th, 
with the officers of the guard, I was requested by Suther
land to sit a short time aml converse with him. Having 
ascertained that I did not belong to the militia, or was con
nected with the court-martial then sitting for his trial, he 
entered freely into conversation, but chiefly on the politics of 
the country, and stated his mvn views, and, as he said, those 
of his Government, for the line of conduct lately pursued 
by them 

I-I e said it was the aim of the United States to b<?come a 
great naval nation; that they could not be a military one, 
as a standing army of any force was not compatible with 
their institutions, and, instead of supporting the Government, 
would be first to canse its overthrow; therefore their atten
tion was directed to their nary, and their means of increas
ing it: the greatest obstacle they had to contend against 
was the possession by Great Britain of the Canadas, from 
which she could, at any moment, throw a large body of 
troops into their territory. It was tlzeir clcterminalion, at 
all hazards, to obtain the Canadas as they had Texas, and 
then they would have the sea-board from the Gulf of Flo
rida to the }{orthern Ocean. 

I asked him, when he said " they,'' did he mean the 
people of the United States, or the Goyernment? His an
swer was, that the peop!e of the States we1·e the Go&ernment, 
and the will of the people was the law, by u·hich their ·rulers 
must abide; that in the acts of the Americans in fa Your of 
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the insurrection in this proyince, and in the Proclamation of 

the President and General Scott to put down the meetings 

and arm the Patriots, the Government had acted with du

plicity, for it was not their wish or their intention to sup

press them ; " In fact,'' said he, " it is a piece of humbug 

on their pm·t; and, as a pro~f of it, I will now tell you 

that none of tlze m·senals 1.cere robbed of the arms, b1.d the 

doors were opened, and we were told to help ourselves." 

This is all I remember which I consider material for you 

Excellency to be acquainted with, and, tru ting it may meet 

with your approYal, 
I have the honour to be, ·with great respect, 

Your obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) WILLIAM SPRING, 
Lieutenant-Adjutant, 24th Regt. 

Certified to be correct, 
GEORGB SIDINGHAM, 

Assistant-Surgeon, 24th Regt. 

(City of Toronto to wit.) 
vVilliam Spring, Lieutenant and Adjutant of her Ma-

jesty's 24th Regiment, being duly sworn upon the Evange

lists, deposeth and ... aith, that the above statement is just 

and true in all its particulars. 
(Signed) WrLLlAM SPRING. 

Sworn before me, this 23rd March, 1838. 

GEORGE GuRNET, Ald. and J. P. 

No. 38. 

Toronto, 17th llla'rch, 1838. 

MY LoRD, 
Fron1 the particular circmn tances under which I 

have been placed here, I have felt it necessary to agi-
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tate the public n1ind n1ore than was congenial to 1ny 
habits, or perhaps, more correctly speaking, ,to the 
station I hold. 

It is not my desire to defend the irregularity, 'vhich 
I am sensible can only be excused by its success; but, 
inasmuch as the anin1osity which I have purposely 
endeavoured to create in Upper Canada against re
publican institutions 1nay be con idered by her Ma
jesty's Govermnent to mnount to an expression of 
opinion on n1y part in favour of actual hostility 
against t11e United States, I am anxious, before I 
leave the province, to explain to your Lordship that 
I an1 very far from desiring to recomn1end any such 
1neasure. 

Although it has been absolutely necessary that by 
a species of agitation I should rally around me the 
loyal and brave militia of this province, yet I can as
sure your Lordship I have done su Inerely on the 
defensive principle, and that nothing has been further 
frmn my intention than to do anything offensive to the 
Americans or their Government. 

To all those in authority under me I have strongly 
recmnmended this course of procedure, and I enclose 
to your Lordship a private letter (A) which I some 
time ago addressed to the Governor of the neighbour
ing State of New York, 'vhich will, I believe, satisfy 
your Lordship of the desire I evinced to co-operate 
with the A1nerican authorities in maintaining our 
treaty inviolate. 
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I have not tiine, nor would it be perhaps proper 

that I should 11mv detail to her Maje ty's Govern

Inent the many reasons which, in my hu1nble opinion, 

exist against our declaring war 'vith the United 

tates; but on my arrival in England, should it he 

de ired, I 'vould do so; and it would certainly give 

me very great satisfaction to be enabled to contribute 

towards an object of o 1nuch ilnportance to hu1nanity 

in general, and to the Briti h empire in particular. 

I have, &c. 
F. B. HEAD. 

Tlw Lm·d Glenelg, S,c. 

(COPY). (Letter referred to, A.) 

1-lis Excellency W. L. ftfa'rcy, Esq., Governor of the Slate 

of New York. 

To1'onto, Dec. 27th, 1 37. 

DEAR SIR, 

I have ju t received information that your Excellency has 

taken the trouble to come to Buffalo for the purpo e of 

preserving the peace which has so long happily existed be· 

tween Great Britain and the United States. 

This e.·ertion on the part of your Excellency i , I can 

assure you, duly appreciated by me, and it has induced me 

to determine on cros ing over to N iagara to-morrow, from 

whence I will proceed to Fort Erie, and will have the plea· 

·ure of calling on your Excellency at Buffalo, at any hour 

and at any place in the city,* on Friday the 29th in ·tant, 

* This visit would have been attended with some little rish., a the 

people of Buffalo were so highly excited, yet I thought they would 

surely respect me as the guest of their own Governor. 
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which your Excellency may be so kind as to appoint in a 
note addressed to me, to the care of the officer commanding 
the Canada Militia at Chippewa. 

I remain, &c. 

F. B. HEAD. 

Reply to the above. 

SIR, 
Albany, January 3rd, 1838. 

I have JU8t received your letter of the 27th ultimo, di
rected to me at Bufi'alo, and forwarded to this place. Your 
Excellency ·was misinformed as to my being at Buffalo at 
the time you addressed me. Had I been there, I should 
have readily assented to the proposed inten-iew, in the 
hopes it might have led to some arrangement calculated 
to preserve the mutual relations between the United States 
and her Britannic Majesty's provinces of Canada, and quiet 
the apprehensions of the inhabitant on the frontier. 

I have, &c. 

\V. L. l\1ARCY. 
His Excellency Sir Francis Bond Head, 

Lieu fen ant- Govern or. 

At the time I wrote this despatch to the Colonial 
Office, 1ny reasons for reconnnending that we should 
avoid going to war with America rested on the 
~an1e grounds as the reasons ·which had induced n1e to 
recon1mend a moral instead of a military government 
of our British North American provinces. 

When the Americans began to invade u , if 
her 1\1ajesty's Govermnent had supported n1e In 
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cahnly calling upon thmn, before the civilized world, 
to perform the duty they owed to the human character, 
and to the hun1an family ;-if remonstrance after 
rctnonstrance had publicly been administered to 
thetu. until the old nations of Europe began to look 
askance at them, to 1nistrust their pron1ises, and to 
recoil frmn their friendship; if, while this cheap 
n1oraltnerlicine was '"m·king its effect, every robber 
invading Upper Canada, under the protection of no 
governnu?nt, and under no national flag, had been, 
without exception, quickly hung, as, by the laws of 
nations, pirates always have been hung, there exists, 
I believe, no people on earth who would nwre sensi
tively have felt their uisreputal)le station, and who 
nwre nobly and n1ore promptly would have risen to 
redemn their national character, than the citizens of 
the United States, who, like all 1nen, however brave 
they n1ay be, cannot long bear up against being every
lrhere caln1ly looked down upon by men of lwnou1·. 

If this simple policy had been pursued, about two Inil
lions of 1noney '"ould have been saved, and the diffi
culties of adjusbnent, which have now (hidden though 
they 1)e) ri~en to an alanning degree, would have 
been arrested. But what has been our course ? 

'Vhen I caln1ly called sha1ne Ul)Oll the A1nerican 
veople, it was .ai(ll was rashly offending them. 'Vhen 
the l)iratical stea1ner, the Caroline, chartered to carry 
offensive weapons and invaders to her J\Iajesty"s 
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island, was gallantly captured, we were told we 
should involve the country in war. "\Vhen robbers, 
1vho had invaded Upper Canada to murder its people, 
became our prisoners, with u p1ifted eyes we were 
called upon, in the na1ne of Inercy, not to hurt them. 
When the Indian warriors, paintiug their faces, rose 
to defend their native territory again. t people whose 
savage fury n1ade them mutilate with their bowie 
knives the very corpses of our officers, soldiers, and 
Inilitia, it was preached to us, us frmn a tub, that 
Indian 1varfare ought not to be allowed ! 

In short, with dcn1ocracy attacking us in all 
quarters, 1ve were discouraged frmn defending our
selve · either by word or deed; and, of course, under 
these circmnstances, invincible Inoral power 1vas 
gradual1y substituted by a costly military force, 
which is now hanging upon the neck of the nation as 
the 1nark of its abject weakness, rather than as the 
proof of its strength ! 

A country Inay undeniably suh1nit to be insultecl 
by its neighbouring governn1ent if it chooses, but 
surely it cannot be denied that a civilized com1nunity 
has no right whatever to compromi e the laws of 
nations, by quietly sulnnitting to piracy, which it is 
tlw bounclen duty of all 1uen to unite in suppressing. 
We have neglected thi duty, and it now remains for 
us to pay a disgraceful penalty which is yearly 
increasing in geometrical progression. 
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No. 44. 

Uppm· Canada. 

Toronto, 20th lJtla'rch, 1838. 

Mv LoRD, 

I have the honour to enclo e to your Lordship a 

printed copy of some addresses, &c., 'vhich have been 

pre ented to 1ne in consequence of n1y re ignation of 

the government of this province. 

In justice to n1yself, as well a with a view to sati fy 

your Lordship, I ain desirous of explaining that, on 

receiving your Lord ·hip's despatch, infonning n1e that 

111y resignation had been accepted, and that 1ny uc

ces.cor had been appointed, I at once detennined to 

do everytl1ing in 1ny power to prevent 1ny departure 

frmn this province e1nbarra sing 1ny successor or 

the policy of her Maje ty's Govern1nent. 

I accordingly, without loss of tiine, n1entioned to 

the Speaker of the L gislative Council, and the At

torney and • olicitor-Geueral , who are 1nember of 

the Lower !louse, it wt~ 1ny anxious desire that no 

private con iderations should induce the Legi ]ature 

to forget for a lllOinent that '"e had an enemy on our 

frontier that could only be repelled 1y unanin1ity 

and high feeliuo·s. 

I made a i1uilar communication to the l\Iayor of 

Toronto, who cmne to inform me that ome of the 

1nilitia had thrown down their arm ; and I can as

sure your Lordship that, whenever I had an opportu-
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nity, I did all in my power to allay the slight ex
citement which at first appeared to prevail. 

As soon as s01ne addresses reached 1ne, I deter
Inined that I would return but one and the smne short 
answer to them all, and, accordingly, I gave to the 
Constitutional Society of Quebec, and to various other 
public bodies, the identical reply which I had given 
to the blacks and Indians. 

I have just declined to accept a public dinner in n1y 
way through lVIontreal; I shall do the s::une to a 
similar invitation \vhich I see is in preparation at 
Quebec; and if, on 1ny arrival in that city, I should 
find it unsafe for nw even to go by the l(ennebec road 
to New York, and should consequently J>roceed to 
England by Halifax, in travelling through the pro
vinces of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia I shall 
pursue a sin1ilar course. 

As Sir George Arthur has, I mn infor1ned, already 
reached Montreal, his arrival here is hourly expected. 

I therefore take this opportunity, which 1nay possi
bly be my last official despatch from this Government, 
to assure your Lordship that, in the opJ>osition I have 
offered to the conunands of her 1\Iajesty's Government, 
and in the unreserved expression of my opinions, I 
have solely been guided by a sense of public duty, in 
defence of which I have nothing further to say; I 
hope, however, I shall not in vain request your Lord
ship to feel assured that it was never 1ny intention 
to Le disrespectful to your Lordship. If anything 
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I have written bears that construction, I beg leave 

unequivocally to apologise for it. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 

F. B. liEAD. 
Tlw Lord Glenelg, S,c. 

2E 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Arrival in London-Interview with the Secretary or State-Letter 
to JJord Melbourne-Correspondence with the Colonial Office. 

ON 1ny arrival in London, I solicited an interview, 
in Downing-street, with Her 1\Iajesty's Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, for the purpose of urging 
the claims upon Her l\Iajesty's Govern1nent of Colonel 
Fitzgibbon, 'vho had commanded the attack of the 
rebels on Gallows Hill-of Captain Dre,v, who had 
coininanded the successful attack of the Caroline
of Lieutenant l\1'Cormack, who had been wounded, 
and disabled there-and of the widow of Colonel 
1VIoodie, 'vho had been cruelly Inurdered as he was 
gallantly bringing Ine intelligence of the approach 
of the rebels. 

Having perfonned these duties of public gratitude 
for public service8, I cabnly c01nplained to his 
Lordship of the ·want of due support fr01n I-Ier _1\lla
jesty's Government on the most hnportant occasions. 
What 'vere my feelings on this and other siinilar sub
jects will, however, best be explained by a letter which 
I subsequently addressed to Lord J\1elbourne; but be
fore I cmne to that, I feel bound in justice to the 
Government to Inention an otherwise insignificant 
Inatter-namely, the pecuniary loss occasioned to me 
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by my mission. I have already stated that out of the 
300!. originally granted to 1ne for outfit, 230!. had 
been retained for fees on my commission, and that 
the appointment of my aid-de-camp had been an
nulled. 

Suffice it to say that Her 1\Iajesty's Government 
have, with strict justice, recently repaid n1e the whole 
of my expenses, and that my aicl-de-cmnp was re
stored to me at 'l.,oronto, about five n1onths after 

his appoinbnent had been suspended. 
On more important points I have not (as the fol

lowing letter will show) been quite so fortunate. 

To Lm·d Melbou'l'ne. 

Barjo1·d, Wa1·wick, Sept.l8, 1838. 
Mv LoRD, 

During the "'ession of Parlimnent I was unwilling 
to trouble l-Ier 1\Iajesty's Governn1ent with the follmv
ing application for redress, which I trust 1vill now 
receive frmn your Lordship a patient consideration. 

1\fy Lord, without recapitulating in detail the va
rious by-gone difficulties which for more than two 
years I encountered in administering the Government 
of Upper Canada) I will merely ol)serve, that on 1ny 
arrival in that province I found n1y elf not only bounded 
on the one side by Lower Canada on the eve of a 
revolt, and, on the other side, uy the United States, 
whose governn1ent, as well as people, ·were secretly 
using their influence to exterminate fro1n the continent 

2E2 



420 

of America l\Ionarchical institutions, but I founcliny
self ex posed to anfl opposed by a Republican I-Iouse 
of Assembly, headed by 1\Ir. Speaker Bidweli, 
generally looked upon as the bitter enmny of 
l\1onarchy, the untiring advocate of H.epublican in
stitutions, and the avowed friend as 'veil as corre
spondent of the traitor Papineau, the Speaker of the 
llouse of Assembly in the Lower Province. 

Previous to my arrival in Upper Canada, l\1r. Bid
well, and the overwhehning 1najority who supported 
him, had determined to refuse to 1neet again in session 
uutil their revolutionary demands had Leen acceded 
to ; and there can be no doubt if 1\Ir. Bidwell hafl 
f1one this, and, without giving any reason, had n1erely 
followed the exmnple of l\~Ir. Papineau and the House 
o[ Assembly in the Lower Province, that the British 
Govermnent, e1nbarrassed by this double revolt, ancl · 
by the siintdtaneous de1nands of the President of the 
United States respecting the State of 1\Iaine, 'vould 
have found it almost ilnpossible (even if they had 
wished it) to have persuaded the English House of 
Com1nons to have supported them in the expense of 
resisting what would have been vulgarly termed the 
unanin1ous desire of the North An1erican Colonies 
for Republican institutions : in short, the Canaclas 
would have been r,·u'J·rencle1·ed by us ; and if the trans
atlantic barrier of the British Empire had been thus 
broken, the torrent of democracy suddenly rushing 
upon the mother~country might alnwst have over-
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turned our institutions at hon1e. Fortunately, how
ever, 1\Ir. Bidwell and his party determined to go 
through the fonn of 1neeting n1e in Provincial Par .. 
lia.ment ; nevertheless, the day it asse1nbled they 
endeavoured to pick a quarrel with me, and imine
diately followed up this attempt by a series of violent 
addresses to 1ne, the revolutionary object of which 

could not be 1nistakeu. 
The published re1)lies which I gave to these acl

drc"' es not only parried the attacks n1ade upon 1ne, 
but struck a series of heavy blows upon1ny assailants, 
who, becmning angry in proportion as they saw theiu-
selves publicly di comfitcd, prevailed upon their ac
cmnplice Dr. Rolph, a member of 1ny Executive 
Council, to require me to surrender to the said Council 
the responsibility, power, and patronage which were 

the constitutional attriuutes of 1ny station. 
Until this den1and was made I had, apparently, 

been gradually retreating before 1\Ir. Bidwell and the 
IIou e of At;sen1bly, but no sooner did I perceive tl1at 
by supporting this unjust de1nand of Dr. Rolph they 
had rashly encmnped then1selves with hiin upon a. 

position fron1 which I felt 1nyself cmnpetent to drive 
them, than I dctennined on attacking them, and ac
cordingly, throwing oil' all disgui e, I refused their 
demands, dis olved the Parlimnent, aud declaring 
n1yself, on the continent of America, to be the un-

. cmnprmni ·ing supporter of our l\Ionarchy, and the 
open opponent of de1nocratic institu.tions, I thre'v 
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myself upon the people of Upper Canada, and appeal
ing to their loyalty and good sense, I cmnn1enced a 
1noral agitation which drew upon Upper Canada the 
almost breathless attention not only of the whole of 
our North A1nerican Colonies, but of the Govern
ment and people of the United States. 

The excitement attendant upon a general election 
afforded me opportunities of addressing the back
woodsmen of the ren1otest regions of the province, in 
plain language, which, though deservedly open to 
diplomatic criticis1n, nevertheless circulated in all 
directions. l\fy "'ritings, faulty as they ·were, in1, 
parting to these honest freeholders truths of ·which 
they had been kept ignorant, not only dispelled the 
delusions which had been practised upon them, but 
made them one after another turn with indignation 
upon their betrayers. 

During three 1nonths I 1naintained this conflict 
·with the enemies of the British constitution, during 
·which tbne Her 1\tlajesty's Govermnent (probably 
believing that I should not be successful) demned it 
politic to leave me unassisted to struggle with the 
stonn. The crisis at last arrived, and when the 
elections w·ere terminated the result proved, that in
experienced as I was in diplomatic controversies, I 
had not falsely estimated the power and Inajesty of a 
just cause. 

l\1y antagonist, 1\Ir. Bid well, was not only driven 
frmn the chair, but he was discarded even from the 
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Hou~·e of A etnbly; in fact, he lost his election. 

Mr. 1\I'Kenzie, as well as all the leading republican 

Inetnbers, also lost tlzei1· elections. Dr. Rolph's in

sidious 1nachinations \Vere totally discmnfited, and the 

i1nportant result of the contest was the 1noral triumph 

on the continent of An1erica of n1onarchical institu

tions ; inueed, so decided was the opinion of the new 

Parlian1ent on the subject, that one of the first acts 

of the I-Iouse of Asse1nbly was, to express, in the 

strongest tenns, its indignation at a. certain traitorous 

letter addres ed by 1\Ir. Papineau to 1\fr. Bidwell, 

which that gentleinan, as his last act, had at Inid

night, on the last night of the session, 1nanagcd, 

almost surreptitiously, to place upon the journals of 

the !-louse. 
The tranquillity which was thus obtained \vas not 

the effect of 1nere n1omentary excitetnent; on the 

contrary, it \Vas suddenly and unexpectedly tested by 

the sin1ultaneous stoppage of all the banks in the 

United States, as well as in Lower Canada, Nova 

Scotia, and New Brunswick. Upon principles irre

concileable with Briti..h com1nercial integrity, the 

whole of these institutions, though they had specie 

in their coffers, stoppe(L payn1ent. The banks of 

Upper Canada alone perfonned their engagetnents to 

the public creditor by honestly liquidating what they 

had pron1ised to pay on demand. The odimn and 

unpopularity unavoidably attendant upon their per

formance of this duty fell (I believe unjustly) abnost 
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wholly upon me. Nevertheless, the discomfiture of 
the Republicans was so complete that, in spite of the 
ten1porary unpopularity to which I have alluded) and 
to which I 'vas subjected for nearly a year, I was en
abled, when lVlr. Papineau's insurrection in Lower 
Canada broke out, to grant to ·Lord Gosford and to 
Sir John Col borne the timely assistance of Her 1\Ia
jesty's troops frmn the V pper Province; and nlore
over, when the writings of 1\Ir. 1\I'Kenzie and lVIr. 
Bidwell, and the traitorous conduct of Dr. Rolph, 
caused a sympathetic insurrection to break out in 
Upper Canada, I again, in a 1non1ent of unexampled 
difficulty, emphatically appealed to the good sense 
and good feelings of the people, and assmning the 
attitude '\vhich I humbly believed to be best suited to 
the occasion, with folded arms I publicly waited the 
result. 

Her 1\Iajesty's Govern1nent observing the danger 
by which I was evidently surrounded, deemed it 
again politic to leave me to my fate; indeed, in the 
I1nperial Parliament it 'vas more than hinted that I 
was over chivalrous-that my writings(my only n1cans 
of defence) were epigrammatic, and that the attitude 
I had publicly assumed was the effect of a distem
pered rather than of a serene 1nind. I-Iowever, a just 
cause again triumphed-the people of Upper Canada 
again n1ost nobly responded to my call, and while 
people in England were accusing 1ne of rashne~s, 
the Caandian militia not only promptly suppressed 
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dome tic insurrection, hut in every direction succe:ss

fu]Jy repulsed the people of the United States, who, 

apparently encouraged by their Govern1nent, at

tempted to rush in upon and take possession of the 

Canadas. LaEtly, Dr. Rolph, 1\Ir. 1\l'Kenzie, and 

the "'hole of the leaders of the in urrection, ahsconded 

fr01n the province; 1\Ir. Bid well also prudently re

tired into the United States, where he was received 

with open arn1s, and contrary to precedent, rule, and, 

I believe, }a,v, he was raised, pe't saltwn, to be ad vo

cate and attorney of the A1nerican bar. 

1\Iy Lord, during the hvo years in 'vhich, as an in

experienced man, I was engaged in the arduous 

struggle ·which I have just imperfectly described, I-I er 

1\Iaje ty's Governn1ent not only cautiously abstained 

from the danger of taking any share in the difficulties 

I had to contend with-they not only abstained fr01n 

giving n1e adequate support, but pursuing a policy as 

inexplicable to n1e as it was to the Provincial Parlia

nlent, and to every man, by whon1 I 'vas supported

they seemed detennined to pull down n1y authority, 

and to restore to power those whom, in a nwral and 

almost a bloodless contest, I had defeated. 

For instance, while I wa publicly engaged in pre

sence of the whole people of the North American 

Colonic , in struggling against the demands of Dr. 

Rolph, and his bosom-friend, 1\Ir. Speaker Bidwell, I 

received frmn Downing-street intimation that it n1ight 

be advisable to rai..,e the former of these individuals to 
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a place of high consequence, and to elevate the latter 
to the bench ; and as if this were not sufficient to 
dishearten those who surrounded Ine, I 'vas, without 
being offered the power of justifying myself, peremp
torily ordered to replace on the bench Judge Ridout, 
who by the unanimous advice of 1ny Council (thesis
ter of one of whmn was married to his brother), I had 
dis1nissed, because he continued openly to attend and 
harangue the notorious Central Connnittee,because he 
had hiinself read to 1ne an insulting address, and 
because he had violated all political decency by pub
licly declaring that I, the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Upper Canada, deserved to be" tarred and feathered," 
and that he, J·udge Ridout, "would lend a hand to 
do so.'' 

l\1y Lord, 1ny correspondence with Her l\1ajesty's 
Government, on these topics, teem 'vith facts and 
incontrovertible evidence, showing the violent political 
conduct during the whole of their lives, of l\Ir. 
Bid,vell, and of l\Ir. Ridout, who were considered by 
1ny executive council, (whom I repeatedly consulted,) 
by the Chief Justice, by the Attorney and Solicitor
General, and by the bar, as unfit subjects, on account 
of the violence of their politics, for the honours pro
posed to be bestowed upon them by Her lVIajesty's 
Government. 

To these earnest remonstrances on 1ny part, and 
though the Province was upon the eve of a rebellion, 
l-Ier l\Iajesty's Govern1nent deemed it politic to reply 
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by desiring me, at the next vacancy, to elevate l\fr. 

Bidwell to the bench, and the Government persisted, 

nwreover, in withholding its approbation of 1ny dis

Inissal of l\1Ir. Rid out ! 

l\fy Lord, I belonged to no political party in 

England ; I had propounded on the continent of 

A1nerica no political doctrines except, as I have 

already confessed, unalterable attaclunent to nlonarch

ical institutions, and uncon1prmnising opposition to 

dmnocracy. I had given Her l\fajesty's Govern1nent 

no just cause for offence, and having, unfortunately, 

at their repeated solicitations, given up my pernla

nent situation (I vas the senior of the twenty assis

tant~commissioners) in the Poor La1v Commission, 

where, at least, I 1vas serving to the satisfaction of 

1ny einployers, I had, so far as the private jnterests of 

1ny fmnily were concerned, made 1nyself so cmnpletely 

dependent upon n1y station and salary of Lieutenant

Governor of lJ pper Canada, the outfit for which 

had been very expensive, that I had every reason to 

desire to retain this appointinent, and no reason 

whatever to quarrel with Her l\Iajesty's Govern1nent: 

nevertheless, as soon as I found that Her lHajesty's 

Govermnent ·were really the open supporters against 

1ne, of such men as 1\Ir. Bidwell and l\Ir. Ridout, 

without the slightest feeling} either of petulance or 

anger, and, I hope, without the expression of a single 

sentilnent of disrespect, I begged leave to retire 

frmn a 1nost dangerous station, which, without the 

countenance of n1y employers, I had not the ability 
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to maintain ; in fact, f-Ier 1\Iajesty's Govenunent ac
tually drove 1ne frmn the field, and it is a singular 
fact, which your Lordship is aware is recorded in 1ny 
despatches, that only six days after the Government 
despatch, which announced to 1ne that 1ny resigna
tion was accepted, had left Downing Street, Dr. 
Rolph, one of the individuals recoininended for eleva
tion by the Colonial Office, actually arranged as the 
President of the Republican Provincial Govenunent 
of Upper Canada, his murderous attack upon 'forouto; 
which was atte1npted to be carried into effect by 
1\Ir. 1\l'Kenzie, upon whose flag, (the e1nblen1 of 
arson and robbery) when it fell into the hands of the 
loyall\Iilitia of, Upper Canada, was found inscribed 
iu large letters-

" Er DWELL, and the Glorious 1\tlinority; 
1837, and a good beginning!" 

As soon as my retire1nent fron1 the Government 
of Upper Canada was made known to the Provincial 
legislature, (upon whose addresses I declined to give 
copies of the correspondence with f-Ier l\Iajesty's 
Government, which led to n1y resignation,) I received 
frmn both branches addresses, containing ex1)ressions 
too cmnplimentary for me to transcribe. 

Not only frmn almost every to'\vn and (li trict in 
Upper Canada, I received addresses of a similar 
nature, but the Legislatures, as well as peOJ>le of 
Lower Canada, New Brunswick, and Nova Scotia, 
forwarded to 1ne the n10st gratifying addresses, and, 
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as soon as it becmne known, that in order to avoid 

the personal danger which awaited me in the United 

States, I had taken 1neasures for embarking at l-Iali

fax, preparations were iin1necliately 1nade in Lower 

Canada, as well as in New Brunswick, and Nova 

Scotia, for receiving 1ne in these Provinces with pub

lic honours. 

I need not say, that under the peculiar circtnu

stances attendant upon 1ny retire1nent, from the loyal 

people of Upper Canada, it would have been not only 

highly gratifying hut of essential .s·e1·vice to 1ne to 

have accepted fron1 the whole of our North An1erican 

Colonies (who, as by-standers, had been eye-witnesses 

0f my conduct) this public te tiinony of their ~upport; 

hut I felt it would be of still greater advantage to n1e 

to dmnonstrate that n1y retirement frmn the service 

of IIer l\Iaje ty's Governn1ent had proceeded solely 

frmn public principle, and that I had no f~tetious 

desire either to embarrass n1y uccessor or the Go

vernment under which I had served. I, accordingly, 

\vent through the United States toN ew York, and your 

Lordship is aware, that in tead of thiti mea ure being 

appreciated Ly Her 1\Iajesty's Govermnent, it was lJy 

almo t every 1nember of it termed, "like n1y other 

acts, over-chivalrous, and rash.'' 

On 1ny arrival in Englaud I was actuated by the 

smne feelings, and, though the merchants in the City 

of London, connected with the North AnieriCiU1 

Colonie , in, isted, iu a n1am1er which I could not 

decline, on paying 1ne a most honoura1le compli-
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ment, yet neither to them, nor even to 1ny friends 
did I divulge the cause of my return, or lay before 
them copies of the correspondence with Her lVIajesty's 
Government, ·which had led to my resignation. 
Neither directly nor indirectly did I either say, or 
write, to any man, one word, which could in any 'vay 
embarrass Her lVIajesty's Governinent, and conscious 
of the integrity of my own conduct, I should, in my 
retireinent, have still submitted silently to the 'vrongs 
·which I conceive I have suffered, had it not been (as 
I now propose to show your Lordship, by a document, 
and by evidence which is unanswerable) that Her 
lVIajesty's Government suddenly turned round, and 
adopted as their own the very arguments, and the 
identical course of policy, for the pursuance of which 
they had driven 1ne from the Governnwnt of Upper 
Canada. 

The docu1nent to which I allude, and which re
lates to the dismissal by her l\fajesty's Govennnent 
of the Chief Justice of Newfoundland, is as follm,vs: 

(COPY.) 

"At the Court of Buckingham Palace, the 5th day of July, 
1838; 

PRESENT, 

The Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, 
Lord Chancellor, Viscount Howick, 
Lord President, Lord Holland, 
Lord Steward, Lord Hill, 
Earl of Albemarle, Lord Glenelg, 
Earl of Minto, Sir J. Hobhouse, 
Viscount Palmerston, 1\ir. Chancellor of Exchequer. 
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"WHEREAS there was this day read at the Board a Report 
from the Right Honourable the Lords of the Committee 
of the Privy Council, dated this day, in the words fol

lowing, viz. 
"In reporting to your Majesty upon the Memorial, your 

Majesty has been pleased to refer to us from your Ma
je ty's Commons of Newfoundland in General Assembly 
convened, we think it right in the first place to state that 
we have not found anything to justify the terms adopted in 
the prayer of the Memorial ' that your :Maje ty would be 
pleased to purify the bench of justice in Newfoundland by 
the removal of the Chief Justice,' inasmuch as we have 
not found any ground for imputing to the Chief Justice any 
corrupt motive or intentional deviation from his duty as a 
judge, and we feel it is incumbent upon us to express dis
approbation at the language and conduct adopted towards 
the Chief J u tice, as being unjust towards him personally, 
and inconsistent with the respect due to the high office he 

was filling. 
"We regret, however, to be under the necessity of report

ing that we have found in some of the transactions brought 
under our consideration, so much o£ indiscretion in the con
duct of the Chief Justice, that he has permitted ltimse?J' so 

much to participate in the strong feelings which appea1', 

unfo?·tunately, to have influenced the different parties in 

the colonies, (although we do not find that his Judicial de

cisions have been affected the1·cby,) that we feel it our duty 

to state, that we think it would be inexpedient that he should 

be continued in the office of Chief Jztstice of Newfound

land. 
"I-Ier Maje ty having taken the said re1Jort. into con

sideration, was pleased, by and with the advice of the Privy 
Council, to approve thereof, and of what is therein recom-



432 

mended, and to order, as it is hereby ordered, that the Right 
I-Ionourable Lord Glenelg, one of her Majesty's principal 
Secretaries of' State, do signify to Chief J usticc Bolton her 
Majesty's pleasure thereon." 

(Signed) "C. GREVILLE." 

By the above document it "vill appear, that al
n1ost immediately after 1ny resignation ·was accepted, 
I-Ier lVIajesty's Govermnent disn1issed the Chief 
.J u tice of Newfoundland, an old and faithful servant 
of the Crown, for the identical* reasons which I had 
given to the1n in Upper Canada, for having dis
n1issed lVIr. Riclout (who was n1erely the Judge of a 
district court), and for not having elevated the Re
publican ex-speaker Bidwell to the bench. 

In the case of the Chief Justice of N ewfoundlancl 
(which was drawn up against hin1, and sjgned by 
Stephen Lushington,t Daniel O'Counell,t and F. 
Flen1ing), it appears that the Privy Council reported 
that they had not found anything to justify the terms 
adopted in the 1\Iemorial of the Asse1nhly of New
foundland-that they had not found any ground for 

* I mean only identical in p1·inciple, for in the degree there was 
no comparison. The Chief Justice of Newfoundland is charged only 
with having pa1·ticipated in strong party feelinas, whereas the par
tics I had dismissed were proved to have used the most insulting 
language, and to have otherwise violently opposed me. 

t Since made Judge of the Admiralty; though lte would not, I 
suppose, deny that "he participates in strong party feelings." 

! To whom-though it will not, I suppose, be denied. that "!te 
participates in strong party feelings''-it has been stated, and not 
contradictec1, that her l\Iajesfy's Government offered successively two 
of the highest ~tations on the Ir:sh Bench." 
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hnputing to the Chief Ju.tice any corrupt n1otivc, or 

intentional deviation fr01n his duty as a .Judge; they 

even expressed their disapprobation at the language 
and conduct adopted towards the Chief Justice, which 
they declared to be unjust towards hiin personally, 

and inconsistent with the re pect d ne to the high 
office he was filling : and yet, in spite of the Chief 

Justice's achnitted innocence, and notwithstanding 

the declared guilt of his accusers, her l\Iajesty's 

Government deliberately dismissed this public servant, 
with no other explanation, or no other reason, than 

is contained in the following sentence :--" We re
gret, however, to be under the nece sity of reporting 

that we have found, in s01ne of the transactions brought 

under our consideration! so much of indiscretion in 
the conduct of the Chief Justice, and that he has 

l)ermittecl hi1nself so 1nuch to participate in the 

strong feelings which appear unfortunately to have 
influenced the different parties in the colony (AL
TIIOUH WE DO NOT FIND THAT HIS JUDICIAL DECl·· 

SIONS HAVE BEEN AFF'ECTED THEREBY), that W'.:! 

feel it our duty to state that we think it will be ine<P

pedient that he ~·hould be continued in the office oj' 

Chief Justice of Newfoundland."'"'* 

l\Iy Lord, against the policy of a n1inister, or 

again t the policy of a government, it is, I mn aware, 

* One often hears of condemnation, with a recommendation to 

mercy, but here is an acquittal, with a recommendation to punigh

ment! 

2F 
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generally speaking, hopeless for an hun1ble individual, 
like the Chief Justice of Newfoundland, or like my
self, to argue or complain; for even if the individual 
should succeed in proving ever so clearly, or ever so 
cleverly, the said policy to be bad, the minister is, 
I admit, fully justified in abruptly ending the discus
sion, by exclaiming, " Sic volo, sic jubeo, stet pro 
ratione voluntas," which means a Its my policy." 

Your Lordship therefore, or I-Ier lVfajesty's Govern
lnent, had full indulgence either to say to the Lieu
tenant-governor of Upper Canada, '' ''re ·will not 
allow you even on the eve of an insurrection in our 
colonies to re1nove a Judge frmn the bench of a Dis
trict Court, me1·ely becaus~ he has taken a violent 
part in politics-merely because frmn having done 
so the Executive Council, the Attorney and Solicitor
General, the Chief Justice, the Judges, and the bar 
of Upper Canada all united in approving of his dis
missal-merely because he openly and grossly in
sulted you by reading to you at the head of a Repub
lican deputation an impertinent address-and me?·ely 
because he publicly tlu·eatened 'to tar and feather' 
you. vVe 1noreover insist that out of the whole popula
tion of Upper Canada, it is advisable that you should 
select and elevate to the Bench, her Majesty's bitter
est opponent, because 1ve do not think he should be 
debarred from this exalted station merely because, 
onring his ·whole life, he has been (like his father 
bP-fore him) the unceasing advocate of Republican 
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institutions-'liW'J'ely b cauRe by his speeches and by 
his writings he has done n1ore than any other n1an 
in the Canadas in bringing about the late revolt ,vhich 
will cost the mother-country more than bvo Inillions 
-and nze'l·ely because he was the sp aker and leader 
of a house of assen1bly, which, previous to your dis
solving it, offered you every possible insult." 

On the other hand, your Lordship or I-Ier l\fajesty's 
Govel'lnnent had full indulgence to say to the Chief 
Justice of Newfoundland, " Your motives have never 
been corrupt-you have never intentionally deviated 
from your duty as a judge-your judicial decisions 
have never been affected by your political principles, 
BUT you have pern1itted yourself to participate in the 
strong feelings which appear unfortunately to have 
influenced the different parties in the colony of New
founclland, and although in that colony there was not 
the slightest danger of a revolt, yet ·we have consi
dered the case brought against you before the Privy 
Council, by Stephen Lushington, Daniel O'Connell, 
and J. Fleming, and as it is our fixed policy that in 
our North An1erican colonies the bench of justice 
shall be immaculate fron1 and even unsuspected of 
political bia -we dismi.~s you." 

Your Lordship and I-I er l\Iajesty's Govcrmnent 
enjoy (as I have already admitted) full liherty to 
pursue one of the above two dian1etrically opposite 
cour es of policy, and to give no explanation to either 
con1plainant, except the Latin sentence I have 

2F2 
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quoted; hut, my Lord, I very respectfully submit that 
neither your Lordship, nor Her l\fajesty's Government, 
nor the people of England, nor any power ou earth 
ought even to desire to possess the right of pursuing 
in the North American colonies both of these policies 
at the smne time; I 1nean of saying that your law is 
and is not, that it is 1·igld and that it is wrong; in 
short, that the Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Cana
da, and the Chief Justice of Newfoundland, shall be 
equally driven fr01n the service of their sovereign, 
in order that the people of the North An1erican colo
nies may leah1 that a J ucl ge's interference with poli
tical party is no objection whatever, and is an insu
perable obJection to his remaining on the bench. 

But taking leave of the case of the Chief Justice of 
Newfoundland, I Leg pennission to remind your 
Lordship, that in the able defence of Lord Durhmn 
·which her l\1ajesty's Governn1ent lately 1nade before 
Parliament, your Lordship in the one House, and Lord 
John Russell in the other, strenuously maintained the 
identical doctrines, 1ny support of which induced her 
l\Iajesty's Goverrnnent morally speaking to drive 1ne 
fr01n the Govermnent of Upper Canada. It ·was 
not denied, (on the contrary, it was adinitted most 
frankly by your Lordship as 1vcll as by Lord John 
Russell) that Lord Durhmn had acted illegally, but 
generously supporting the public servant in the exe
cution of his new and difficult duties, your Lordship's 
whole argu1nent tended to prove that Lord Dur-
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ham's measures uJe1·e justified by THE NECESSITY OF 

TilE CASE, and so strongly did her 1\Iajesty's Govern
Inent 1naintain this principle, that your Lordship not 
only assailed the whole profession of the law, as well 
as the quibbles by which lawyers maintain the small
est private right against the public safety, but your 
I.Jordship very truly added, " that the noble Earl 
(Durham) would he n1ost seriously injured even by 
the discussion-that unquestionably his authority 
\Vould be 1nuch weakened by it-and that it would 
be far better for their Lordships to move an 
address to the crown to recall hin1 at once, than 
to weaken and i1npair his authority; in short, that 
to confer pm-rers on an individual, and not to give 
hhn confidence for the exercise of them, was only 
laying a trap for hiln, or something like it." 

A Bill of Indemnity, which eventually passed 
through both House of the I1nperial Parliament, 
was )l'Oposed and acceded to, on the principle urged 
hy the Govern1nent, that his Lordship \Vas deserving 
of protection, because his measures (though illegal) 
wm·e Ju.s·tified by the necessity of the case. 

N o,v, if n1y correspondence 'vith her l\1ajesty's 
Governn1ent, which led to 1ny resignation, were to 
be referred to, it would at once appear, that the 
reason, cause, or defence, I offered to her l\Iajesty's 
Govermnent, for not replacing Judge Ridout, and 
for refusing to elevate on the eve of a revolt, the ex
speaker Bidwell to the bench, was the necessity (u· 
the case. A necessity, I humbly submit, infinitely 
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heavier than Lord Durha1n's necessity, inasn1uch, 
as his Lordship did not arrive in the Canadas until 
the rebels in both Provinces had been defeated
until the A1uerican forces had been successfully re
pulsed in every atte1npt they had Inade to invade 
and possess themselves of Upper Canada- until 
Papineau, Bidwell, Rolph, 1\'l'Kenzie, and the whole 
nest of Conspirators who had offered 5001. for my 
apprehension, l1ad absconded from the Province
in short, until " the hurly-burly was done, and 
the battle lost and won;" nevertheless, though my 
necessity was as superior to Lord Durhmn's, as in 
rank, station, education, and dipl01natic experience, 
I was his Lordship's inferior-and although) after 
all, there ·was nothing illegal in 1ny dismissing a 
.Judge for the very reason for which Her l\Iajesty's 
Governn1ent dismissed a chief justice-yet Her 
l\Iajesty's Govern1nent voted for an Act of Parlia
Inent to inden1nify Lord Durl1am, and publicly re
versed and discountenanced 1ny Act, 'vhich was 
identical 'vith their own ! 

l-Ier .l\Iajesty's Govern1uent have, it cannot be 
denied, full po,ver to direct in the North An1erican 
Colonies whatever policy they Inay think proper; 
but I again respectfully maintain, that they cannot 
carry on two conflicting policies at the smne time, 
by declaring that in Lower Canada an illegal act 
ought to be, and that in Upper Canada, it cannot be 
justified by necessity. 

\Vithout any wish to offend, or even to upbraid 



439 

Her Majesty's Government, I beg leave to state to 
your Lordship, that I feel very deeply, it ·would have 
been better (to use your Lordship's own words) for 
Her lV[ajesty's Governtnent to have recalled tne at 
once from the governtnent of Upper Canada, than 
to have weakened, itnpaired, and undermined tny 
authority, until it fell prostrate to the ground-that 
by having conferred power on 1ne, without giving 
tne confidence for the exercise of then1, Her l\Iajes
ty's Governnwnt la1d a trap for me, fro1n \vhich it 
was itnpracticable for me to escape-that her l\1a
jesty's Govern1nent acted, therefore, unjustly towards 
n1e, in removing n1e frmn a pennanent appointment, 
to one which almost imtnediately they tnade it im
pos ible for n1e to tnaintaiu ; and lastly, that leaving 
n1y own interests and feelings completely out of the 
question, it is as di~·hearrtening to the loyal popula- · 
tion of lzer lJfaJesty' s 1\Tm·th An1-m·ican Colonies, as 
it is encouraging to thei1· 'republican opponents, to 
observe, that ,vhile Lord Gosford, (who was obliged 
by I-Ier l\fajesty's Governtnent to try the fatal ex
perinlent of conciliating the republicans,) has been, 
I rejoice to observe, nwst graciously received and 
rewarded by his Sovereign, I, who returned to Eng
land simultaneously with his Lordsip, have not, by 
a siugle audience, bee~ even honoured by an oppor
tunity of n1ost hu1nbly assuring Iler 1\Iajesty of tlie 
loyalty of the people of Upper Canada-of their 
devotional attachtnent to the British throne-of their 



I 

440 

admiration of the British Constitution-and of their 
unalterable detestation of those republican principles, 
which have created before their eyes on the Conti
nent of America a vulgar mob-tyranny, under which 
neither life nor property are secure. 

My Lord, I do not expect that your Lordship can 
find time even to consider the few argu1nents which 
are contained in this com1nunication, and which I 
assure your Lordship explains but a part of the 
\Vrongs which I consider I have received from Her 
l\Iajesty's Governn1ent, but I trust that your Lord
ship, taking into consideration how unwilling I 
have been factiously to e111barrass Her 1\Iajesty's 
Govern1nent, and how patiently I have waited for 
redress, ·will pause before you refuEe the request 
which I now respectfully n1ake to your Lordship, 
which is, that your Lordship ·would Le pleased to 
allow me, either before the Privy Council-before 
the Judicial Comn1ittee thereof-or before a Cmn
nlittce of such me1nbers of the Government as it may 
Le demned by it ad vi sable to select, an opportunity 
of convincing your LordshiJJ by their report, that 
Her lVIajesty's Govern1nent has unjustifiably wronged 
me. 

If it should be reported to your Lordship that I had 
failed in suLstantiating this allegatiou, your Lordship 
would have the satisfaction of reflecting, that you 
had granted to n1e the opportunity I had demanded. 
If, on the other hand, I should succeed in substan-
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tinting n1y accusation, my opinion of your Lordship 
leads 1ne to believe, that your Lorct hip would re

joice, rather than regret, that a truth which affected 
the character of your Lordship's ad1ninistration was 
no longer concealed frmn your knowledge. 

I have the honour to be) 
lVIy Lord, 

Your Lordship's nwst obedient 
Humble Servant, 

(Signed) F. B. I-lEA D. 

The Lord Viscount Melbourne, &c. &c. 

In reply to this connnunication, Lord 1\felbourne_. 

in a note marked " Private," declined to accede to 

the requests I had made. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

A few Observations on three or four Paragraphs in the " Report on 
the Affairs of British North America from the Earl of Durham, 
Her Majesty's High Commissioner, &c. &c. &c.,'' 
(Presented by Her Majesty's command to both Houses of Parliament.) 

IT has been strenuously urged against Lord Dur
l1am that his Lordship, in reporting "on the affairs of 
British North A1nerica," was not justified in assail
ing my by-gone policy and conduct. If his Lord
ship's attention had by Her 1\lajesty been 1nerely 
directed to the administration of the government of 
l.Jowe1· Canada, his public censure on my conduct would 
certainly, to say the least, have been unnecessary; but 
as his Lordship's n1ission had in vie·w the n1uch 
higher object of adjusting what is cmnn1only termed 
the disordered state of our North A1nerican pro
vinces, it surely cannot, by any unprejudiced man, 
be denied that Lord Durhmn could not safely legis
late for the future tense of life 1vithout not only at
tentively observing the present, but without also 
calmly reflecting on the past ; for it is by the pro
truding masts of vessels which have sunk that the 
cautious n1ariner first learns to avoid the hidden 
rocks upon which they have foundered. 

I conceive, therefore, that Lord Durha1n was not 
only perfectly justified, but that his Lordship per-
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forn1ed no n1ore than his duty in investigating the 
policy 'vhich, as Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Ca
nada, I had pursued, and in reporting to Her Majesty, 
perfectly regardless of 1ny feelings, whatever n1ight 
be his opinion on the subject ; and I 1nust go still 
further and say, that however captivated a public 
1nan 1nay be with his own conduct, he has no right 
even to feel offended at the honest disapprobation of 
it which a superior officer in the perfonnance of a 
painful and arduous duty 1nay feel it necessary to 
pronounce. 

But though I clain1 this freed01n of action for 
Uord Durha1n, I sul)lnit that there existed in his 
con11nission no clause authorizing his Lordship to 
rebuke any one by incorrect assertion. 

As the tie which once connected 1ne with Upper 
Canada has been severed, it is not my duty, it is not 
1ny inclination, nor do the present li1nits pern1it of n1y 

replying to all the allegations against the Legislature 
and the people of Upper Canada which are con
tained in his Lordship's report. I propose only to 
1nake a few observations on those three or four para
graphs which are especially directed against myself, 
and on one or two others of a 1nore general nature. 

l. " Proceedings of Sir F~rancis Head." 

This paragraph comn1ences by reporting to Her 
l\lajesty as follows :-

'( Such was the state of parties when SiL· Francis Head, 
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on assuming the government of the colony, dismissed from 
ihe :Executive Council some of the members who were most 
obnoxious to the Hou:3e of Assemhly, and requested three 
individuals to succeed them.'' 

'fhis statement is) I beg to say ·without offence, 
exactly a reversion of the truth, which was (vide 
n1y despatch, No. 9, page 56), that the three in
dividuals, nmned by Lord Durhmn, requested me to 
dismiss "the 1nen1bers who 'vere nwst obnoxious to 
the House of Assen1bly," that I resolutely 'refused to 
dis1niss them, and that accordingly they were not 
disn1issed. 

Lord Durhan1's Report, after truly narrating that 
I afterwards added three reformers to the Council, 
reports to Her 1\Iajesty that-

" Among the first acts of the Governor, rtjle1· the ap
pointment of this Council, was, however, the nomination to 
some vacant offices of individuals, who were taken from the 
old official party, and this without any communication with 
his Council. These appointments were attacked by the 
IIouse of Assembly, and the new Council_, finding that 
their opinion was never asked upon these or other matters_, 
and that they were seemingly to be kept in ignorance of 
all those public measures which popular opinion, neverthe
less, attributed to their advice, Temonslrated pr·ivately on the 
subject with the Governor. Sir Francis desired them to 
rnake a formal r·epresentation to him on the subject j they 
did so, and this produced such a reply from him, as left 
them no choice but to resign. The occasion of the dif
ferences which had caused the resignation was made the 
subject of communication between the Governor and the 
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Assembly, so that the whole community were inf-Jrmed of 

the ground~ of the U.ispute.'' 

The whole of the above is a tissue of unintentional 

errors. The unpopular appointinent to which Lord 

Durhmn in the pluralnmnber has alluded, was in fa

vour of a new settler ; it had been n1ade by 1ue not 

only by the advice, uut solely at the suggestion of the 

leading n1e1nber of my old Council before the three 

reformers were added to it. 
'rhe new Council, who were only in my service a 

fortnight, neve1· once remonstrated with n1e on that 

or on any subject till I oiiicially received their 

public docmnent, which (vide my despatch, No. 15, 
page 72), emanated entirely from themselves without 

my lcnowledge m· sugge~·tion. Lastly, the co1nn1u

nication from the !louse (which is before the reader) 

see page 66, was fr01n the Assembly to me, and not 

from n1e to it. 
Lord Durham's Report to the Queen proceeds as 

follows:-
er The contest which appeared to be thus commenced on 

the question of the 'responsibility of the Executive Council 

vms real1y dE'cided on very different gTounds. Sir F. Head, 
who appears to have thought that the maintenance of the 

connexion with Great Britain depended upon his triumph 

over the m:.~ority of the Assembly, embarked in the conte t 

with a determination to u::;c every influence in his power in 

order to bring it to a successful i ~ sue. lie succeeded, in 

fact, in putting the issue in such a light before the province7 

that a great portion of the people Teally imagined that they 
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were called upon to decide 1he question of separation by 
their votes." 

The following extracts from tny replies to the 
Addresses I received from 28,188 people before the 
elections took place, will, I trust, without a com
ment, clearly show whether or not Lord Durham 
was perfectly justified in reporting to Her l\Iajesty 
tl1at in order to gain the elections I had placed 
the subject of dispute before the inhabitants of the 
province disingenuous 1 y. 

No. I. 

Extract fi·om '' Reply to the Add1·ess of the Inhabitants of 
the Distrz'ct of Johnsfown." 

GENTLEMEN, 

I need hardly say that it affords me consolation to observe 
from your address, that the yeomanry and farmers of Upper 
Canada, instead of allowing other people to think for them, 
have been at last driven to the necessity of judging for them
selves of the serious events which have lately passed before 
their eyes. 

In the mother-country I have invariably found, that when 
the yeomanry are once aroused from their lethargy, in which 
they are too apt to remain, their sturdy opinion forms one 
of the most correct verdicts in the land, and confidently be
lieving that such will prove to be the case in this province, 
I beg to ask those yeomen and farmers of the J ohnstmvn 
district, whose names are subscribed to the documents I have 
just received, the follmving plain questions:-

What necessity has there been for this general disturb-
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ance throughout Upper Canada about a 'responsible Execu~ 

tive Government? 

Have I not evidently, to the best of my ability, endea~ 

voured calmly to explain, not only to the Legislature, but 

to the inhabitants of this province, my reasons for declining 

to surrender to my late Executive Council that power and 

patronage which is the prerogative of the Crown? 

Has the language ·which so unnecessarily has assailed me 

diverted me from my declared determination to govern and 

be governed by reason ? 

Hm·e I once rP-bukecl it by an intemperate expression? 

vVhile I was resolutely defending your constitution, 

which is the sacred charter of your freedom, did I not re

peatedly ucclare that, in case I was wrong, there existed, 

above us all, a high tribunal, to which I was ever ready to 
bow? 

Why, I ask, was not that offer accepted? 
What necessity was there for my opponents to promulgate 

during the discussion, that their grand object was er To stop 
the supplies?" 

\Vhat was the use of paralyziug the country hy so cruel 

a remedy? 
Did they think that despair and poverty could explain 

what reason and argument had failed to substantiate? 

Can any three professional gentlemen of Toronto, intently 

occupied in their own petty interests,. presume to offer to 

UppC'r Canada the powerful protection, and parental assist

ance which our Sovereign can be tow upon this young 

gro·wing country? 
Is the loyalty of this portion of the British Empire to bow 

before a seif-consfitutecl tTiumvirate, merely because it de

clan•s that no responsibility is trust-worthy but its own? 
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Gentlemen, I have no reply to ofrer to these questions, 
but commit them to your own calm judgment and good 
sense? 

No. 2. 

Ext?·act frorn '' Reply to the Add1·ess of the Mayor and 
Common Council of the City of Toronto." 

Tlte constitution of this province is the sarred charter of 
the land; and it is no less my duty than the interest of its 
inhabitants that I should firmly maintain it, as I ever will, 
iuviolate. 

If that charter constitutes a ''Provincial Minist1·y" it 
need only be shown to me to be secured; but I deliberately 
repeat, that it contains the creation of no such a power, and 
in my opinion, were it to be now created, it would be produc
tive of the most vicious effects; for if the power and patron
age of the Crown were to be delivered over to a tribunal 
sworn to secrecy, they would very soon fall into the hands 
of a few metropolitan families, who might possibly pro
mote their own views to the rejection of the interests of 
the distant counties; whereas, while these powers continued 
invested in the individual appointed by Ilis l\tlajesty to 
be the Lieutenant-Governor of this province, he (being a 
stranger) can have neither interest nor inducement to abuse 
them. 

No. 3. 

Exttact from'' Reply to the AddTess of the inltabitants of 
the City of Toronto." 

I have no wish to deny " that in the British constitution 
the King is assisted in all the affairs of Government by the 
ad,•ice of known and responsible councillors and officers who 
possess the confidence of the people, and who _form His Ma-
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jesty's Cabinet." But Colonel Simcoe, who, you yourselves 

state, "was authorised undoubtedly by His Majesty's Go

vernment to declare to His faithful subjects in this province 

the nature of the Constitution" created no such cabinet, no1· 

any cabinet at all; and from his day, down to the present 

hour, there has never existed any ministry in the colony 

except the Governor, who is himself the responsible minis
ter of the Crown. 

* * * * * * 
The yeomen and industrious classes of Upper Canada 

should never allow a single letter to be subtracted from or 

added to the great charter of their liberties; for if once they 

permit it to be mutilated, or what may be termed improved, 

they and their children become instantly liable to find them~ 

selves suddenly deprived of their property, and, what is 

better than all property, of their freedom and independence. 

By this Act you are of course aware that a House of 

Assembly, a Legislative Council, and a Lieutenant Gover

nor arc appointed; but it creates no Executive Council; 

and if people tell you that it does, read the Act, and you 

will see the con trcl1'y. 

No. 4. 

"Reply to the Address of the Inhabitants of t!te County 

of Hastings." 

GENTLEMEN, 

In return for the Address which I have just received 

from you, I assure you that I will continue firmly to uphold 

and support the best interests of your agriculturists and of 

your province, and that never will I allow either the one or 

the other to be placed under the irresponsible domination of 

a Toronto ministry. 
2G 
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No. 5. 

Exf1·act fi·orn :" Reply to tlte Address of the G'rand Jury 
of the Home Dist1·ict.'' 

If that noble charter had not existed, there can be no 
doubt but that the representative of His l\1ajesty would 
have been overcome, and that the inhabitants of Upper 
Canada would now be un'der the ignominious tyranny of 
a secret met'ropolitan " Cabinet;" but your constitution 
has proved to be impregnable, and at this moment no peo
ple bewail the fact more keenly than those who have lately 
been nearly crushed in tht>ir t>ndeavours to undermine it. 

No. 6. 

Ext1·act from " Reply to the A ddTess of the Inhabitants of 
the Town and Township ~~Kingston." 

It therefore only remains for me to beg you to assure 
them I feel most deeply the confidence they repose in me; 
and that so long as I shall remain His Majesty's represen
tative in this province, I will neYer allow them to be uncon
stitutionally subjected to tlze arbitrary domination qf an 
i?Tesponsible, secret, and se?f-constitutecl '' Cabinet." 

No. 7. 

ExtTact fTom " Reply to the Add1·ess of the Inhabitants 
of the District of Ottowa." 

The falsest reports are daily invented, and at great ex
pense are circulated all over the province, in order if possi
ble still to delude and agitate the public mind= for instance, 
it has been stated that I wish to establ1sh tithes-that I am 
concocting plans for making the people of Upper Canada 
slaves, &c. &c. &c. 



451 

Gentlemen, my plans and projects are all contained and 

published in the instructions which I received from the 

King. They desire me to correct, without partiality, the 

grievances of this country; and it is because the agitators 

see I am determined to do so that they are endeavour

ing to obstruct me by every artifice in their power. They 

declare me to be their enemy, and the truth is, I really 
am. 

As her l\fajesty's Government were in possession 
of printed copies of all these replies, they surely ought 
at least to have produced them in 1ny defence when 

they sub1nitted, by co1n1nand of the Queen, to both 
Houses of Parliament, Lord Durhan1's charge against 
1ne, that I had gained the elections disingenuously. 

Lord Durham, in informing Her Majesty what the 

feelings of the people of Upper Canada were p?·e
vious to these elections in 1836, states-

" Above all, not only they, but a great many others, had 

marked with envy the stupendous public works which were 

at that period producing their effect, in the almost marvel

lous growth of the wealth and population of the neighbour

ing state of New York." 

Far fron1 entertaining these feelings of envy, the 
people of Upper Canada rejected at the elections 

seven out of the thirteen An1erican Ineinber who 
bad previously sat in the House of A ·e1nbly; and 
the whole result of the contest, as \veil as the re
peated defeats which the An1erican ympathisers 
have suffered during the last two winters, have proved 

2G2 
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how cordially I was supported in the assertion I 
openly made " that the people of Upper Canada 
detest democ1·acy." 

Lord Durha1n thus proceeds to infonn the Queen : 
cc The general support of the British determined the 

elections in favour of the Government; and though very 
large and close minorities, which in many cases supported 
the defeated candidates, marked the force which the Re
formers could bring into the field, even in spite of the dis
advantages under which they laboured from the momentary 
prejudices against them, and the 'lt1'L'ltsual manne1' in which 
the Crown, by its representative, appeareJ. to make itself a 
party in an electioneering contest, the result was the return 
of a very large majority hostile in politics to that of the late 
Assembly.', 

Before the elections com1nenced I gave such re
plies as I thought proper to the different Addresses 
I received; but in order that the country should 
clearly see that 1 was determined not " to make 
myself a party in an electioneering contest," I gave 
the following reply to the seven following Addresses, 
two of ·which, frmn very influential bodies, arrivetl 
at Government House a day or two only after the 
election could legally com1nence. 

List of A ddTesses just ?'eferred to. 

1. W esleyan Methodist Conference. (Signed by order 
and in behalf of the conference. William Lord, Pre ident. 
William Case, Secretary.) 
i~; 2. United Synod of Upper Canada. (Signed in name, 
presence, and appointment of synod. C. Nicholl, l\'Iocle
rator; William Smart, Clerk of United Synod.) 
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3. Gauanogue atJd its vicinity. 

4. Ramsay. 
5. Warwick. 
6. Goderich. 
7. Township of Ncpean. 

l?.eply in Hr1·iting clelive1·ed to each oftlte above. 

(( Gentlemen,-As the elect£ons have commenced, I must 

decline giring any other reply to the aduress which I have 

just rcceired from you, than merely to acknowledge its re

ceipt." 

I n1ay add, that, besides this precaution, I gave 
orders to all 1ny atteudants, as well as to all the 

clerks in the government office, to abstain fron1 

contributing to the subscriptions ''"hich were set on 
fcot by the constitutionalists, in order to refute the 

calumnies puLlished by the republicans. I also de
sired the Adjutant-General to prmnulgate that I 
would suspend all1nilitia 1n·omotions, or dis1nissals,* 

1.mtil the elections lrere concluded. 

2. Real Result of Si1· F. Head's Policy. 
In informing the Queen of " 1·eal1·e~J·ult~J·" which 

had happened two ·winters before his Lordship's ar
rival in North A1nerica, Lord Durhmn dee1ns it ad

vi~able to describe in the following tenns the mem
bers I had appointed to my Executive Council:-

" It may, indeed, be fairly said, that the real result. of Sir 

F. Head's policy was to establish that very administratire 

influence of the leaders of a majority in the Legislature 

"hich he had so obstinately dis1mtcd. The Executire 

* See page 225, line 4. 
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Councillors of his nomination, who seem to have taken office 
almost on the expTess condition of being mete ciphers, are 
not, in fact, then, the real government of the province. It 
is said that the new officers of government whom Sir F. 
Head appointed.fi·om without the pale of official eligibility 
e el more apprehension of the present house than, so far as 
can be judged, was ever felt by their predecessors with 
regard to the most violent of the reforming Houses of 
Assembly. Their apprehension, however, is not confined to 
the present house: they feel that, under no conceivable con
tingency, can they e.-r;pect an Assembly disposed to suppm·t 
them; and they accordingly appear to desire such a change 
in the colonial system as might make them dependent upon 
the Imperial Government alone, and secure them against 
all interference from the Legislature of the province, what
ever party should obtain a preponderance in the Assembly. 

"\Vhether Lord Durhmn is justified in designating 
the Executive Council whom I appointed as '' mm·e 
cyphers" shall shortly appear ; but, abandoning that 
point for a n1o1nent, I hasten to vindicate before 
the public the characters of four gentle1nen wh01n 
Lord Durhan1 (notwithstanding his ad1niration of 
the United States, where " all men are said to be 
born equal,") has designated to I--Ier lVIajesty as hav
ing been " appointed by Sir F. Head from without 
the pale of official eligibility" ! 

The geutlemen alluded to by his Lordship are as 
follows:-

lst. The Honourable Robert Bald,vin Sullivan 
(lately elevated to the Legislative Council by t!te 
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recommendation of Si1· George A1·thur). This gen
tleman, far from being one of those native Canadians 
designated by Lord Durham as the " family cmn
pact," belonged to a fa1nily who had emigrated fro1n 
Ireland-his father was not living-he had no brother 
holding any public station -his nearest connexions 
were the fatnily of Dr. Baldwin, the chairman of 
the Alliance (republican) Society. He had received 
a good cla~sical education-was a man of very supe
rior talents-one of the leading members of the bar, 
aud of irreproachable character. His wife was the 
daughter of Colonel Delatre, late quarter-master

general at Ceylon. 
2d. The Honourable "\Villimn Allan, a native of 

Scotland, was, at the tin1e I appointed hin1 to n1y 
council, one of the oldest n1mnbers of the Upper 
House of the Legislature. l-Ie is a retired merchant 
of the first respectability, opulent, and possessed of 
large landed property. For forty years he has suc
cessively enjoyed the confidence and respect of 
every Lieutenant-Governor of the province; and 
being also well known in England, he was soli
cited by the association of London merchants direct
ing the Canada Cmnpany (to 'vhmn I beg leave to 
refer) to take charge of their interests in that country. 
In consequence of his high character he re1nained 
President of the Bank of Upper Canada, by annual 
election, fron1 the ti1ne of its establislnncnt till he 
voluntarily retired, when he received frmn the share-
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holders, without political distinction, a very splendid 
piece of plate, as a testimonial of their high gratitude 
and respect. I beg to say that 'vith a 1nore high
Ininded man than 1\fr. Allan I have never associ
ated. 

3rd. The Honourable John Elmsley, Lieutenant 
of the Royal Navy (vide his gallant conduct in the 
capture of the Caroline, page 381), is the son of a 
former chief justice of Upper Canada, from whom 
he inherited a large property in the province, and 
nephew of the late Admiral Sir Benjamin Hallowell. 
l-Ie had, before I appointed him, for many years 
been a n1ember of the upper branch of the Legisla
ture, and had also formerly been for Inany years a 
1nember of the Executive Council, from which he 
had voluntarily retired under the afhninistration of 
Sir John ColLorne. 1\'fr. Elmsley is a very zealous 
n1e1nber of the Roman Catholic Church, whicl1, ac
cOI·ding to Lord Durha1n's report, does not possess 
auy portion of the patronage of the province. 

4th. The Honourable Captain Baldwin had also, 
before I appointed hin1 to the Executive Council, 
been for Inany years a member of the I_.~egislatiYe 
Council. 

He was a retired post-captain in the British navy, 
highly respected in his profession, and although he 
was the brother of Dr. Baldwin, the chairn1an of 
the Alliance or Republican Association, his loyalty 
aud his mild, amiable disposition formed the conspi-
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cuous features of a character which by all parties was 

este n1ed. 
5th. The Honourable W. Draper, Her lVIajesty's 

Solicitor-General, who, at the ti1ne I appointed him 

to my council, 1·epresented in the provincial parlia

ment the met1·opolis of Uppe1· Canada, is a well
educated English gentle1nan, of an1iable and irre

proachable character, highly respected, and a prmni
nent 1nmnber of the Society of Upper Canada; in 

point of talent one of the leading n1e111 bers of the 

bar. 
rro the above description of these :five gentlenlen, 

who are reported to Her l\1ajesty by Lord Dur
hmn as having been " appointed by Si1· F. Head 

without the pale of official eligibility," I beg leave to 
add that they continue to form to this day the Execu
tive Council of U P11er Canada. A new Lieutenant
Governor, of n1uch colo11ial experience, has, since 
1ny departure frmn the province, had an opportunity 
of estin1ating their character and worth. In the 

correspondence laid before Parliament by Her l\1a
jesty's Secretary of State, it 'vill be seen that Sir 

George Arthur speaks, as I always spoke of these 
gentle1nen, in terms of the highest confidence and 

respect. 
'Vith respect to Lord Durhan1's report to the 

Queen, that my executive council "seen1 to have 

taken office aln10st on tlte ea}press condition of being 

me1·e cipllm·s,'' I beg leave most sole1nnly to declare 
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that such a condition was neither expressed nor 
understood. 

Although I maintained the important constitutional 
1naxim that I and not they were responsible to Her 
lVIajesty and to Parlia1nent for any n1isconduct I 
might pursue, yet I \vas too happy to receive frmn 
them their counsel and ad vice. The journals of the 
Executive Council will show that on all i1nportant 
subjects I consulted them-on no serious question 
did I ever dissent fr01n their advice, on the contrary, 
to upwards of2,000 written opinions which I received 
frmn this council, I subscribed 1ny initials to all 
excepting two, and on those two they yielded to the 
reasons I Inildly sumitted to them. 

Besides officially convening the1n as I have de
scribed, I issued a standing order, which was never 
deviated from, namely, that however crowded the 
waiting roon1 of Govern1nent I-Iouse might be 
with people ·wishing one after another to speak to 
me, the executive councillors were the mmnent they 
entered to take precedence of all, and that they were 
to have the privilege (which they invariably ex
ercised) of \valking at once into my presence at any 
hour they chose. 

I lived with them in the greatest possible confidence 
and harrrwny, and I left them full of gratitude for the 
Inanly opposition with which they invariably dis
puted any proposition of mine which they considered 
to be objectionable. 
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As far as regards any censure which Lord Durhan1 

tnay have gravely expressed to Her Majesty concerning 
nw, I have no desire to trouble his Lordship on this sub
ject; but after the explanation which I have afforded 
of these respectable gentlemen, I cannot but express 
tny sincere conviction, that Lord Durham will never 
rest satisfied in his own tnind, or will ever attempt 
to address to the llouse of Lords one word on the 
subject of the Canadas, until he has publicly re
paired the error he has unintentionally committed, in 
deo.:ignating gentle1nen who have faithfully served, 
and who, under difficult circumstances, are still 
faithfully serving their country, as having been se
lected "from without the pale of official eligibility " 

and as having "taken office almo~·t on the etvp1'es~· 

condition of being mm·e ciphers." 
3. As regards the new House of Assmnbly, and 

myself, Lord Durham, with equal severity, thus ex
presses hhnself to the Queen :-

H I say this, without meaning to cast any imputation on 

the members of the House of Assembly, because, in fact, 

the circumstance nnder w hi eh they were elected were 

such as to render them peculiarly obJects of suspicion and 

reproach to a la1·ge number of their countrymen. 

"They were accused ~f having violated their pledges at 

the election. It is said that many of them came forward, 

and ·were elected, as being really reformers, though opposed 

to any such claims to colonial independence as might in

volve a separation from the mother country. There seems 

to be no doubt that in several places, where the Tories suc

ceeded, the electors were merely desirous of returning 
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members who would not hazard any contest ·with England, 
by the assertion of claims, which, from the proclamation of 
the Lieutenant-Governor, they believed to be practically 
needless; and who should support Sir F. Head in those 
economical reforms which the country desired, far more 
than political changes-reforms, for the sake of which 
alone political changes had been sought. In a number of 
other instances, too, the elections were carried by the un
scntpulous e.ce1·cise of the i'nfluence of tlze Govenzmcnt, and 
by a display of violence on the part of the Tories, who were 
emboldened by the countenance afforded to them by the 
authorities. It was stated, but I believe without any suffi
cient foundation, that the Gove1·nment made g1·ants if land 
to persons who had no title to them in orde1· to secure their 
votes. 

" This report originated in the facl, that patents for per
sons who were entitled to grants, but had not taken them 
out, were sent down to the polling places to be given to the 
individuals entitled to them, if they were disposed to vote for 
the government candidate. 

H The taking such measures, in order to secure 1 heir fair 
right of voting to the electors in a particular interest, must 
be considered rather as an act if official .far.ouritism, than 
as an electm·al fraud. 

a But we cannot wonder that the defeated party put the 
very worst construction on acts which gave some ground 
for it; and they conceived, in consequence, a strong resent
ment against the means by ·which they belien~d that the 
1·epresentative of the C1·mcn had cmTied t lte elections, his 
interference in which in any way was stigmatized by 
thorn as a gross violation of constitutional privilege and 
propriety. 

" It cannot be matter of surprise that such facts and 
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such impressions produced in the country an exasperation, 

and a despair of good government, which extended far 

beyond those who had actually been defeated at the poll." 

As the House of Assembly of Upper Canada is con

stitutionally able, calmly and temperately, to speak for 

itself, I will merely, as regards these serious allega

tions, declare that Lord Durham, in reviving the accu

sation which l\Ir. Joseph I-Iume and Dr. Duncmnbe 

two years ago n1ade against n1e to Lord l\Ielbourne, 

has unintentionally 1nade to the Queen Inis-state

Inents which the evidence and docUinents printed by 

order of the House of Com1nons on the 3d 1\Iay, 1837, 

unanswerably disprove. 

"\Vith respect to the allegation afl'ecting 1ny own 

character, nmnely, that " the elections were carried 

by the unscrupulous exercise of the influence of the 

government," I beg leave calmly but unequivocally to 

deny it ; and to add that I mn ready to support n1y 

,lenial by recorded proofs, which (after the same re

volting charge brought against n1e by l\Ir. Hume 

and Dr. Duncmnbe had been strictly investigated) 

Iler l\Iajesty's Secretary of State for the Colonies 

referred to in the following despatch, which has been 

printed and published in Upper Canada. 

" Downing-street, 17th April, 1837. 

H StR,-1 have received your despatch, dated the 4th of 

February (Ko. 7). It reached me on the 20th ultimo. It 

was not until the 7th in tant that I received, by a subse

quent conveyance, the Appendix, comprising the evidence 
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taken before the committee of the .House of General Assem
bly of Upper Canada, to which was referred my correspon
dence with you on the subJect of the petition presented to 
the House of Commons by Dr. Duncombe in the Parliamen
tary Session of 1836. 

"The refutation of Dr. Dnncombe's charges Is entirely 
satisfactory. It has been in the highest degree gratifying to 
me to be able to report to His Majesty, that after a minute 
and vigorous inquiry, during which every facility was given 
to the petitioner to substantiate his accusation, your con
duct, in reference to the elections, has been proved to have 
been governed by a strict adherence to the prineiples of the 
constitution. 

" I have the honour to be, 

'' Sir, 
" Your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) H GLENELG. 

'' Lieut.-Governor Sir Francis Head, K.C.H." 

Her lVIajesty's Government having this proof bea'J'
ing their own signature of my innocence in their pos
se sion, ought, I think, to have at least admitted it 
among the bulky docmnents which they sub1nitted to 
Parlimnent with Lord Durhmn's allegation. 

Lord Durhan1 next infonns the Queen that the 
Assembly, instead of supporting the Governor, com
pelled his obedience to itself, and produced no change 
iu the administrati8n of affairs, except that of re-in
.tating the "family compact" in power. 

As the reader will have perused, in preceding 
pages, the gratifying addresses with which, at the 
close of two arduous sessions, the speaker of the 
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House of A ssmnbly voluntarily accompanied the 

vote for supplies, he will probably be no less sur
prised than I am, at learning fron1 Lord Durha1n 

that the House had failed to support me. 
It would not be difficult to proceed with the whole 

of Lord Durhmn's report on Upper Canada as I have 
cmnmenced, but as I have no desire unnecessarily to 
hurt his Lordship, and as I have ufficiently sho-wn 
its inaccuracy, to vindicate 111y own character frmn its 

attacks, I will n1erely notice, by a few concluding 

observations, one or two topics in which I indivi

dually have neither interest nor concern. 
After hn pugning the characters of the Lieutenant

Governor, of the Executive Council, of the Legis

lative Council, and of the men1bers of the House of 
A sembly, Lord Durham, not satisfied vvith resting 

his grievances on them, hun1hly sub1nits to Her Ma
jesty a new subject of complaint 'vhich throughout 
his report is tenned "THE FAMILY COMPACT." 

" Successive Governors," says his Lord hip, '' as 
they ca1ne in, in their turn are said to have either 
submitted quietly to its influence, or after a short 
and unavailing struggle to have yielded to this well

organized party the real conduct of affairs." 
In a n1onarchical forn1 of governn1ent) like that of 

Upper Canada, composed of a legi lature of three 
branches, one of which contains the sturdy repre
sentatives of the people, it would be difficult to 

c mprehend how this fourth power could possibly 
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manage to exist, and what could possibly be its ele
rnents, unless the mystery had been thus explained 
by his Lordship:--

a The bench, the magistracy, the high offices of the 
episcopal church, and a great part of the legal profession, 
are filled by the adherents of this party : by grant oe pur
chase they have acquired nearly the whole of the waste 
lands of the province; they are all-powerful in the chartered 
banks, and, till lately, shared among themselves almost ex
clusively all offices of trust and profit. The bulk of this 
party consists, for the most part, of native-horn inhabitants 
of the colony, or of emigrants who settled in it before the 
last war with the United States; the principal members of 
it belong to the Church of England, and the maintenanee 
of the claims of that Church has always been one of its 
distinguishing characteristics." 

It appears, then, fro1n Lord Durham's own shew
ing, that this "FAMILY COMPACT," which his Lord
ship deems it so advisable that the Queen should 
destroy, is nothing rnore nor less than that " social 
fabric" which characterizes every civilized conunu
nity in the ·world. It is that social fabric, or rather 
fortress, within which the British ye01nan, fanner, 
and n1anufacturer is enabled to repel the extor
tionate deinands of his labourers ; and to preserve 
from pillage and robbery the harvest of his industry 
after he has reaped it ! 

" The bench " " the n1ao·istrates '' " the clero·y " 
' t) J b ' 

''the law," "the landed proprietors," "the bankers," 
"the native-born inhabitants," and " the supporters 
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of tlte E tablished Church," fonn just as 1nuch " a 

family compact" in England a they do in Upper 
Canada, and ju t as nnlCh in Gennany as they do 
in England. If Lord Durham proposes not only to 
make the legislature of Upper Canada responsible to 
'vhat he calls " tlte people," but to level to the 
ground our social fabric, why, I beg leave, without 
offence, to ask, instead of dedicating his Report 
to I-Ier l\1aje ty, did not his Lordship on his landing, 
at once sum1non a National Convention, and place it 
in the hands of" the people?', 

The ''fantily compact, of Upper Canada is cmn
po ed of those n1e1nbers of its society who, either by 
their abilities and character have been honoured by 
the confidence of the executive government, or who, 
hy their industry and intelligence, have amassed 
wealth. 'rhe party, I own, is con1parativ ly a sn1all 
one; but to put the nlultitucle at the top and the few 
at the bottom is a radical reversion of the pyra1nid of 
society which every reflecting man Inust foresee can 
end only by its downfall. 

'rhere is continually repeated in the Report one 
other observation, whieh, as Lord Durhan1 has 
stated it, appears so unanswerable, that I will endea
vour to explain the subject, especially as n1ost tra
vellers have agreed in the conclusions which Lord 
Durhan1 has arrived at. 

In offering examples of " the results ?f long mis
governinent,, his Lordship states :-

2H 
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" There is one in particular which has occurred to every 
observant traveller in these regions, which is a constant 
theme of boast in the states bordering upon our colonies, 
and a subject of loud complaint within the colonies,-I 
allude to the striking contrast which is presented between 
the American and the British sides of the frontier line in 
respect to every sign of productive industry, increasing 
wealth, and progressive civilization. 

" By describing one side, and reversing the picture, the 
other would also be described. On the American side all 
is activity and bustle. The forest has been widely cleared; 
every year numerous settlements are formed, and thousands 
of farms are created out of the waste; the country is inter
sected by common roads; canals and railroads are finished, 
or in the course of formation; the ways of communication 
and transport are crowded with people, and enlivened by 
numerous carriages and large steam-boats. The observer 
is surprised at the number of harbours on the lakes, and 
the number of vessels they contain; while bridges, artificial 
landing-places, and commodious wharfs are formed in all 
directions as soon as required. Good houses, warehouses, 
mills, inns, villages, towns, and even great cities, are almost 
seen to spring up out of the desert. Every village has its 
school-house and place of public worship. Every town has 
many of both, with its township buildings, its book-stores, 
and probably one or two banks and newspapers; and the 
cities, with their fine churches, their great hotels, their ex
changes, court-houses, and municipal halls, of stone or 
marble, so new and fresh as to mark the recent existence 
of the forest where they now stand, would be admired in 
any part of the Old World. On the British side of the line, 
with the exception of a few r~·woured spots, where some 
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approach to American pro ~perity i · apparent, all su•111H 

waste and desolate. There is but one railroad in all Briti h 

A m erica, and that, running between the St. Lawrence and 

Lake Champlain, is only fifteen miles long." 

Frmn the very little I have seen in twice passing 
through the United States, I should say that the 
above picture is that which an American rather than 
an English 'vriter would be expected to delineate ; 
but, adn1itting it to be perfectly correct, I ubmit to 
the judg1nent of the reader that the difference has 
hitherto been attributed by travellers altogether to a 
wrong cause. 

'fhe rapid growth of a young colony 1nu t almost 
be witnessed to be believed; and accordingly, in the 
United States, the a ·e of the settlen1ent, and not its 
fertility, is the general criterion of its wealth. 

There wa , of course, a time when the United 
,tate fonned but a portion of the den e forest of 

America ; but, aniinated by British blood, the e co
lonic gre'v o rapidly tl1at, in the year 1776, they 
had attained a strength sufficient not only to take 
l ave of their parent state, but successfully to con

t nd 'vith it. 
However, while tlzey had attained thi degree of 

strength, the province of Upper Canada, which is 
a large as England and V\T ale , was a cheer le s 
,vildernes -without a single white inhabitant~ ex
cepting a few olclier in the fort at King ton, and 
about twenty French families who had cro ed OVt!r 

2H2 
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the Detroit river to settle on the British shore: there 
existed, consequently, tlwn, a 1nuch greater contrast 
between the United States and Upper Canada than 
there exists now. 

But let us consider for a 1noment what is the 
progress which Upper Canada has n1ade: 

In the year 1784 its settlen1ent began. 
, 1791 its population ·was 

" 
1809 ,, 

" 
1812 

" 
1822 '' ,, 1828 " 

" 
1837 

" 
" 

1839 " 

10,000 
60,000 
70,000 

126,000 
240,000 
396,000 
450,000 

Total age, 55 years. (The age of the United 
States being upwards of 200 years!) 

In no one of the United States has a public work 
equal to the Welland Canal been carried through by 
a country so young and so thinly inhabited. 

The sa1ne n1ay be said of the St. Lawrence Canal, 
which, in execution and grandeur of design, is per
haps superior to an~r in the United States. (These 
two works were strenuously opposed by the reforn1 
party, as the journals of the Legislature will sho·w.) 
Besides these, the Rideau Canal, which, though 
constructed by the parent governn1ent, is not on that 
account the less useful to the province, forms an arti 
ficial navigation of 120 n1iles, connecting, in fact, 
the Atlantic with Lake Ontario. This canal is un .. 
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deniably the best executed l'irork on the continent of 

North A1nerica. 
Besides these undertakings, there have been cre

ated the Niagara Dock, the Burlington Bay Cana], 
and Desjardines Canal; also the Harbour ofCoburg, 
Port Hope, Oakville, Port Credit, Toronto, Grand 
River, Port Dalhousie, Port Stanley, &c. Now, 
instead of upbraiding a healthy young British colony 

1nerely on aecount of its youth and poverty, if our 
travellers would but tal'e the trouble to observe l1mv 
hard the backwoods1nan is toiling, and what affec
tionate exertions the little c01nmunity is everywhere 
1naking to copy the picture of its beloved nlother
country, instead of trying to poison its contentinent 
by unfairly con1paring it with a portion of An1erica 
that has attained the strength of 1nanhood, they would, 
I think, be as 1nuch astonished as I have been, were 
they attentively to observe how 1nuch has been done 
in so short a time, and how, uncler the blessing of 

God, this land has prospered ! 
But, although it is true that the inhabitants of 

Upper Canada are poorer in purse than "the people" 
of the United States, yet, if the n10ral picture be 
conc·idered, it is beyond all description in our favour. 

Assa..,sination is unknown-the bowie knife is 
~10t to be purchased-the la·ws are respected-reli

gion is revered-public treaties are preserved; and 
nothing can be more true than that even (borrowing 
Lord Durhmn's words) if this picture "were to 
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be reversed," and the British institution of Upper 
Canada were to be destroyed, the glomny forests 'vould 
still remain to be cleared-the sweat of the British 
settler would still drop from his brow. 

Although Lord Durham has apparently deemed it 
beneath his notice to bring before the consideration 
of the Queen the unparallelled sufferings of her Ca
nadian subjects, yet I firn1ly believe that a paragraph 
on that subject \Vould not by I-Ier l\Iajesty have been 
deemed the least acceptable portion of his Lordship's 
volu1ninous report. 

Although but little versed in history, I firmly be
lieve it nowhere contains a more affecting picture 
than has been exhibited to the civilized world for the 
last two years, by the brave resistance which a s1nall 
British population has been making against the un
principled attacks by which the A1nericans, have en
deavoured to force upon them republican in, titu
tions. The instances of individual courage that 
couJd be detailed are innun1erable, while on the other 
hand th~ conduct of the assailants has been stamped 
by cruelty and cowardice. I must own, that when 
I daily think of the numLer of our soldiers who have 
unti1nely fallen-of the 1nanner in which Colonel 
1\Ioodie, Lieut. Weir, Lieut. Johnson, Staff-surgeon 
Hun1e, have been butchered and n1utilated, of the 
privations and losses the people of Upper Canada have 
patiently endured ; and when, on the other hand, I 
reflect that, on the last invasion at Sandwich, a 
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body of Atnerican sympathizers escaping into our 
\YOods, remained there starving from hunger and cold 
-not daring any,vhere to ask even shelter of those 
whon1 they had professed they had invaded to liberate 
thcn1 fr01n the BritiRh Government, but wandering 
through the province until, worn out by the punish
Inent of their guilt, they perished in the forest in such 
ntunhers that nineteen cOI·p~es were in one spot found 
frozen to death round the 'vhite etnbers of a fire,
I own that whenever these two pictures c01ne toge
ther before n1y mind, it i filled with astonishment that 
Lord Durhan1, with this glaring evidence before him, 
could deliberat~ly cleclare to our youthful Queen that 
the people of Upper Canada are dissatisfied with their 
in titutions-that he could possibly find in his heart 
to subtnit a report to Her l\fajesty without a single 
word of c01nmiseration of the unexampled sufferings 
which had afflicted-without a single word of ap
probation for the gallantry and fidelity which had 
di tinguished-Her l\1ajesty's loyal and devoted sub
jects in the Canadas, hut which on the contrary lauded 
in well-tneasured ternts the detestable invaders of 
their soil! But it really seems to me that Lord Dur
hatn has looked upon British North An1crica in ge
neral, and upon the province of Upper Canada in 
particular, through a glass darkened. 

It i po sible that the puulic authorities whmn his 
Lordship as Her .1\'lajesty's High Commissioner has 
deemed it proper to revile will feel it their duty ym-



472 

tiently to submit to his remarks; but, when it is con
sidered that Parliament may be advised by Her 1\Ia
jesty's Governn1ent to legislate upon this n1ost mis
chievous docun1ent, I feel it n1y cl uty to join with the 
rest of the community in gravely considering what 
opportunities Lord Durhan1 has had for fonning the 
astonishing opinions which are propounded in H. 

" It i~· said" that his Lordship can1e up the ~..:t. 
I..~awrence in a steam-boat exclusively appropriated 
to himself and his ·uite ;-that on arriving at l{ing
ston he landed to receive an address, and then pro
ceeded by water to Niagara, where he passed the 
county-town without receiving the address that was 
fra1ned for hi1n, or conversing with its inhabitants ; 
-that at the Falls his Lordship remained about 
four days, part of which time he 'vas unwell, part 
was devoted to 1nilitary revie,v, and the greater part 
in receiving A1nericans and others who attended his 
Lordship's levees, balls, and dinner ;-that thus 
intently occupied, he had not ti1ne to visit the Inost 
interesting part of the \Velland Canal, which 1Va'" 

within six miles, although l1is Lordship had offered 
to procure assistance of £250,000 fi·o1n Her l\1a
je~ty's Govermnent ;-that in cros ing to Toronto, 
he touched at the termination of the canal in Lake 
Ontario witlwut inspecting the work ;-that at the 
seat of government at 'I'oronto he spent twenty-four 
hours, principally occupied with a levee, receiving 
addresses, and with a state dinner ;-that his Lord-
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hip then n1adc the best of his way back to l\1ontreal; 

and that in such exclusive dignity did he travel that 

he would not allow even the public mail to be taken 

on board at CornYval1, by which it was delayed a day. 

If the above reports be correct, it would appear 

that his Lord hip left Lower Canada only for ten · 

day!'i, during which tin1e lw had to travel by ·water 

about 1,000 miles. 
By promi ing, "it i8 l;aid,'' to procure a grant of 

£250,000 to make the 'y elland Canal a prominent 

1vork,-that the St. Lawrence should be improved 

to 1\Ioutreal,-that the navigation of the Ottawa 

~hould be similarly assisted, and by Lis generous 

expenditure, his Lordship 11aturally excited the hopes 

of the people that these important undertakings 

would be effected. 
As the representative of their Sovereign, Lord Dur

hmn had a sterling clai1n upon their loyalty, 'vhich, 

wherever he went, was paid to him at sight; and as 

hi conduct and de1neanour were always dignified, 

and as he expressed himself with fluent and. accept

able elocution, addresses fr01n all quarters were poured 

upon him. Nevertheless, authorised by the statements 

n1ade against me in the Report to the Queen, I 

challenge Lord Durluun to lay lJeiore the British 

public eve?'lf addrcs he has received from the jnha

hitant.' of Upper Canada, with the fullest information 

he can give of the nmnber of sjguatureR, or auy other 

explanation; and if they support his representations 
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of discontent, slander their governor and their legis 
lature, or exhibit that restless desire for change 
in their constitution which his Report everywhere 
speaks of, I pledge 1nyself to acknowledge that I am ig
norant of the state ofU pper Canada, and that his Lord
ship, in five days' sailing through it, has become better 
acquainted with the interests and dispo ition of it · 
people than I mn, after having traversed it in 
all directions, on horseback, and even on foot-after 
having slept in its forests-mingled 'vith its inhabi
tants in tiines of peace and war, and after an actual 
adrninistration of the govern1nent during three ses
sions of Parliament. 

Again, in defence of the Executive Council, who 
have served their country ·with so much fidelity and 
ability, I call upon his Lordship to produce the able 
docun1ent they drew out for hi1n of the state of the pro
vince, and if that docu1nent (which I have never seen) 
warrants the description Lord Durhan1 has given of 
these gentlemen, and if it accords ·with the senti
Inents contained in his Report, I will 'Yillingly ac
knowledge that I, instead of his Lordship, have 
incorrectly estimated their character. 

Lastly,, I call upon Lord Durha1n to answer 
whether, in his place in Parlia1nent, he will venture 
to declare that the senti1nents contained in his Report 
will not be repudiated by every Lieutenaut-Governor 
in the British North A1nerican Colonies; that they 
will not be repudiated by the whole of the respectable 
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inhabitants of Upper Canada; and, on the other 
hand, I ask his Lordship \vhether, before his country, 

he will assert that frmn the most intelligent people of 

Upper Canada, or from the con11nittee who, with his 

Excellency Sir George Arthur, had the honour of 

waiting upon his Lordship in Quel)ec, he eve1· received 

that description of the Canadian people, and that 
admiration of the United States, which are contained 

in his Report? 
Although the preceuing G·overnors and Lieutenant

Governors of the Canadas lmve formed their estimate 
of the country and inhabitants by per onally vi ·iting 
them on easy terms; although even his Grace the 
Du}e of Riclnnond (whose noble n1err1ory in the 

Canada is deeply respected) rode post through the 

province just as our country gentlemen fifty years ago 
used to ride through England; yet I cannot but admit 
that the halo of glory which everywhere accmnpaniecl 

his Lordship, the ''champ de drap d'or" on which 
wherever he landed he 'vas seen to tread, produced 

in the Canada a very favourable effect. 1\Iankind 

are always led by outward appearance, and I therefore 
willuot deny that as 1ny Lord Durham, urrounded 
by a brilliant staff, and unprejudiced by the conver a
tion of a single Canadian, ascended the great St. 
Lawrence, and, traver ing the noble Lake Ontario, 
which is forty mil s broad, proceeded to Niagara, the 
fine hotel of which had been previously clean sed of 
every visitor, his Lordship's career resen1bled the 
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course of a heavenly 1neteor; but ad1nitting all this, 
admitting the weight and consideration it very pro
perly obtained for his Lordship, yet as not only the 
·welfare and the very existence of our North Aineri
can Colonies, but of our interests at home, hang upon 
the in1portance clue to Lord Durha1n's Report, I beg 
leave to say, that, in my humble opinion, under such 
circumstances his Lordship had not as much 1neans 
of writing the history of the American and Canadian 
territories between which he sailed, as poor, blind 
Lieutenant Hohnan, R.N., would have possessed, had 
he socially travelled the sa1ne distance by public con
veyances. 

It therefore becmnes necessary for the country 
soberly to inquire fron1 what sources his Lordship~s 
information has been derived ? In the report itself 
this hnportant fact stands shrouded in n1ystery; for 
instead of resting his opinion, verbal or written, upon 
any recognised authorities, almost every assertion 
is impersonally expressed by the words " it is said," 
or " it seems,'' or " it appem·s." But I trust Lord 
Durha1n will eagerly divulge to Parliament by whmn 
"it is said," to whmn " it seems," and to wh01n "it 
appears. '' 

It 'vas naturally to be expected that this important 
fact, on which the whole validity of the Report de
l)eiHls, would have been comprehensively contained 
in the Appendix, but, on referring to that document, 
it undeniably appears that his Lordsl1ip has n10st 
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truly fulfilled the promise tnacle on his landing, 
namely," that he would make disclostt'res which would 

astonish botlt the Pm·liament and the count'J'y ;" for 
certainly nothing can be tnore astonishing to any 
1nan than, on opening an Appendix to a Report which 
in impe1·sonal tenns asperses the character of the 
Legislature as well as the public servants of Upper 
Canada, and which reconnnends organic changes 
that 1nay shake the foundation of the British ein
pire, to find that, excepting five pages containing the 
experienced opinions of Mr. Charles Buller and Mr. 
R. D. Horner, on the subject of en1igration and 
crown lands, and excepting copies of thirty-five ad
dresses and letters, which his Lordship received, 
this Appendix, sub1nitted by his Lordship to the 
Queen, and by order of 1-Ier Majesty trans1nitted to 
both Houses of Parliament, contains nothing at all 

but the following subjects:-

State ojt!te Hospitals, Prisons, Charitable Institzdions, 9·c. 
in Lowe1· Canada. 

Report from commissioners for the relief of insane and 

invalid persons and foundlings in the district of Quebec. 

HoPITAL GENERAL de Quebec, 18 J uillet, 1838. 
Reponses de la Superieurede l'Hopital General de Quebec 

aux questions que Louis 1\Iassue, ecuyer, commissaire pour 

le soulagement des invalides et insenses, lui a fait l'honneur 

de lui adresser. 

HoTEL Da:u de Quebec, 10 Juillet, 1838. 

Le nombre des enfans re<jUS a l'Holel Dieu de Quebec, 
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depuis le l Janvter, 1824, jusqu'au 10 Juillet, 1838, inclu
sivement. 

Observations by Sir John Doratt, M.D., on the custody of 
the insane, and the expediency of a public lunatic asylum. 

Proposed alterations in the quarantine rules, by Sir John 
Doratt, M.D. 

Remarks on the quarantine station, Grosse Isle, from its 
establishment in 1832, by Sir John Doratt, M.D. 

Letter from the Rev. H. Sew ell to Sir John Doratt, on 
the state of the gaol of the city of Quebec. 

Report of the Quebec gaol association, August, 1838. 
Report from Dr. Morrin and Mr. Douglas, on the present 

state of medical education of Lower Canada. 

Suggestions for the establishment of a medical school at 
Quebec, by Sir John Doratt, M.D. 

Rules and regulations for the hospital connected with the 
school of medicine. 

ABsTRACT OF PAYMENTS TO CoNVENTS, 1838. 
Abstract relati,·e to the payments made by the legisla

ture of the province of Lower Canada, to the several con
vents established in Quebec, Trois Rivieres, and l\1ontreal. 

REPORT from L'HOTEL Dmu de Quebec. A Monsieur 
John Doratt, M.D., inspecteur-general, ~c. &c. 

Report from Quebec general hospital, Jnly 5, 1838. 

ETAT des ENFANs TRouv~s qui ont ete aux soins des soours 
grise:t, de l'hopital general de Montreal, pendant le 
periode du 10 Octobre, 1836, au 10 Octobre_, 1837. 
I. Etat des enfans qui etoient re<jus avant le 10 Octobrc, 

1836, et qui ont continue a ~tre en nourrice. 

(Here follow jive folio pages, containing a list oftltese 
little babies. 
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In this extrao?'clinary document it is reported to the 

Queen that none of these babies have su1-names, but their 

Christian names m·e all inserted, as well as the precise 

dates at wlrich they ~cere received by " les smurs grises,'' 

the pen'ods they remained with them, and the day of thei1· 

deaths. Thus it appew·s that Francois lived tu;o days; 

Jeanne eight days; Ma?'ie Philomene jive days; Louis 

five days; Co?'neille eight days ; Leand're six days; Ed

ouatd fo1l'r days; Maximin only one day; and so on fo'r 

two hund'red and fifty-six little babies!) 

Etat des insenses qui ont ete aux soins des soours grises, 

de l'hopital general de 1\tiontreal, pendant le periode du 10 

Octobre, 1836 au 10 Octobre, 1837. 

:Memorandum by Sir John Doratt, M.D., of the expenses 

incurred by the legislature of Lower Canada, for the insane, 

invalid poor, &c., through the convents at Quebec and 

Montreal. 
Memorandum by Sir John Doratt of the expenses jn-

curred by the legislature of Lower Canada for the main

tenance and education of poor, and purposes of literature. 

\Vhen the " disclosures'' contained in this Ap
pendix shall have cea..,ed " to astonish the Parliaxnent 
and he country," will not the public hurnhly persist 
in requiring Lord Durhan1 to produce respectable 
evidence in support of his allegations ? Deservedly 
re. pected as Lord Durhan1 is, will the Briti h Par
limnent be satisfied with his Lord hip's declaration 

that " it is said," that " it semns," and that '' it 
appears," that British institutions 1nust he changed; 

and in lieu of all other explanation will they be satis-
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fied with a rletn.iled history, howeYer interesting, of 
the gaols, lunatic asylums, fJ'aJU'l'S grises and enjans 
trouvh· of Quebec? 

Lord Durhmn's best friends cannot deny that in 
justice to his unsulliecl personal reputation his Lord
ship is bound positively to prove the truth of his alle
gations, lest his Lordship n1ay ere long negatively be 
required to disprove the ru1nour contained in the fol
lowing letter which has been addressed to me by a 
very able, discreet, and highly honourable public ser
vant, nmnely, the I·Ionourable ,V. H. Draper, Iler 
l\Iajcsty's Solicitor-General for the province of Upper 
Canada, who it will appear, though declared by Lord 
Durhan1 to he" without the pale of official eligibility," 
witnessed his Lordship's departure fr01n the Canadas 
1vith feelings of unqualified regret. 

(COPY.) 

T'oronto, 16th October, 1838. 
1\'Jy DEAR SIR FRANCIS, 

I know so well the deep interest you feel in all 
that affects the province, that I do not apologize for 
again intruding my correspondence upon you. 

Notwithstanding that I felt no confidence in the 
scheme likely to be propounded by Lord Durhmn 
for the settlement of our difficulties, I do nwst sin
cerely deplore his sudden departure. His visit to 
Upper Canada, and the cordial assurance he 1net 
with of support in any sche1ne calculated to 1nake 
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the connexion of this province 'vith Great Britain 
perpetual, together with the tnanly and excellent 
course pursued by the constitutionalists of the Lower 
Province, has opened his eyes; and he frankly con
fesses hi1nself a changed man in 1nany important re-
·pects. A1nong other changes he has given up the 
idea of abolishing the legislative council . He ap
pears also convinced who are to be relied upon in the 
province; and sees clearly, and openly avows that 
the government of these provinces has been directed 
by the Colonial Office in ignorance of the true state 
of affairs. In truth he has been converted as regards 
the Canadas, at least to the true and con ervative 
faith ; and therefore I regret his departure, though 
I think he has done right. 

I have not the san1e regret at the loss of l1is secre
tary, l\1r. Buller, for I do not entertain any favour
able expectation fron1 hiin. He states (as I hear) his 
opinion that nine-tenths of the people of Upper Canada 
are di loyal The mode in which he has acquired 
the infonnation upon which this opinion is based is 
somewhat unique. He was taken ill during Lord 
Durha1n's visit to the falls, and was left behind at 
Niagara. 'Vhile so detained he sent his servant out 
to converse with everybody he could 1neet, and fr01n 
his report he has formed his judg1nent. This state
Inent as to the mode of ascertaining the opinions of 
the people lVIr. Buller has himself 1nacle to several 
individuals, one of wh01n repeated it to me, as coming 
direct frmn l\1r. Buller. 

2 I 
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To you, my dear Sir, the province already owes 
the proof of her sincere attachment to her Sovereign 
and to her constitution. Persevere till you gain this 
great good for us, and I will safely prophesy that in 
Upper Canada-
" Sempe1·lwnos nomenque tuum laudesque rnanebunt." 

Believe me, 
my dear Sir Francis, 

Very faithfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

w. H. DRAPER. 

Of course I only give this letter as I received 
it; but as the sentiments contained in Lord Durhmn's 
1·eport 1nust soon be gravely discussed, I feel it right, 
in conclusion, to explain upon what ground 1ny own 
opinions, which differ so widely from his Lordship's, 
have been formed. 

On my arrival at Toronto, I considered that the 
object of the greatest importance was to 1nake 1nyself 
as accurately acquainted as possible with the real 
feelings of the inhabitants of the country. 

To attain this information, I accordingly, for the 
first year, publicly received any person, of any politics, 
fron1 any part of the province, from eleven o'clock till 
tlu-ee, for six days in the week: after the first year, 
aud until the tiine of the insurrection, I limited this 
n1ost toils01ne duty to three days a-week. 

Being desirous that l)eople should see I belonged 
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to no party, I never, frmn the clay I entered rroronto 
until the receipt of n1y resignation, evm· entered any 
person's house-1 never associated with any person; 
r;;carcely ever rode w·ith anybody-neve1· with a servant; 
but when my horse was brought to 1ny door at three 
o'clock, if business did not detain n1e, I used to ride 

by myself ('vhatever 'vas the weather) for twelve 
or fourteen 1niles. 

In these ITIOinents I occasionally visited son1e of the 
log-huts; and whenever I could, with propriety, avail 
myself of an opportunity, my disposition led me to 
converse with those who were variously occupied at 

their work. 

Besides this, I was in the habit of receiving petitions 
in writing from all parts of the province, on all public 

subjects. 
Putting all I have seen together, I readily admit 

that all the con1plaints described in Lord Durhmn's 

H.eport actually exist ; hut I feel it my duly to add, 
tlzat they a1·e tlze complaint~· of tlze s1nall minority with 

wlwm I lzad to contend. 1\Iy despatches will strongly 
corroborate Lord Durha1n's report that there is a desire 
in Upper Canada to Inake the Lieutenant-Governor, 
Executive and Legi lative Councils "1·e~ponsible to 
the people''-that "the f~nnily compact" is cmnplainecl 
of-that A1nerican institutions m·e ad1nired ; and I 
do not presume to deny his Lordship's assertion, 
" that all the di contented parties, and especially the 
" Reformers of Upper Canada, loo keel with consi-

212 
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'' derable confidence to his Lordship's mission:" but 
I can declare to the country that Lord Durham is 
wrong in attributing these senthnents of discontent 
to the maJm·ity; and though his Lordship has reported 
to the Queen his opinion of the " P ·roceedings of 
" Si1· F'l·ancis Head," " Failure of Result aimed at 
" by Sir F. Head," "Real Result of Si1· F1·ancis 
"Head's Policy," and of the consequent "ExASPE

u RATION OF THE PEOPLE," it is my humble opinion, 
that, if his Lordship were to dare 1ne to ride with 
hin1 through the British North American provinces, 
I should very soon have to repeat, 

"But ere we could arrive the point proposed, 
Cresar cried, Help me, Cassius, o1· I sink!'' 

It now only reinains for me to say, that in reply 
to the letter dated 18th September, 1838, page 419, 
which I l1ad addressed to Lord J\Ielbourne, his Lord
ship, in a note 1narked " private," declined to ac
cede to the three requests I had 1nade. 

As Her Niajesty's Govern1nent thus denied 1ne a 
private investigation, which I had hoped would have 
led to a 1nore public discussion, at the expiration 
of three months, I deemed it proper respectfully to 
address to Lord J\-Ielbourne two other letters (l\-Thich, 
with his Lordship's answers, have appeared in the 
newspapers). In the first of these, I requested his 
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Lordship's permission to explain and vindicate n1y 
own conduct, by publishing 1ny despatches. In the se

cond, I stated, " I beg leave very respectfully to in
fonn your Lordship, that as Her IHajesty's Govern
nlent will not sanction any of n1y requests, I shall 
feel myself precluded fron1 publishing n1y Despatches, 
or from furnishing any one with the numbers or dates 
of those I am desirous to produce.'' 

Having detennined on this course, I faithfully 
pursued it, and I had actually cmne to London on 
purpose to inforn1 Her l\1ajesty's Govern1nent, (and I 
had made the same statement to two or three Inem
bers of each branch of the Legislature,) namely, "that 
"if any n1e1nber of either House should ask for my 
"Despatches in n1y nmne, the Government ''rere autho
" rised by 1ne unequivocally to cont1·adict the asse'J·
tion," when, on opening Lord Durhmn's Report, I 
found that, although I had thus obeyed the decision 
of n1y late employers almost at the expense of my 
character-and although I had, on a very important 
subject, actually been e1nploying myself in writ
ing in their support-Her 1\Iajesty's Govern1nent, 
without consideration for my feelings, had recorn
n1encled the Queen to trans1nit, by Her 1\Iajesty's 
conunand to both Houses of Parlimnent, a Report 
containing allegations against 1ny conduct and cha
racter, of a 1nost invidious description; and, notwith
standing her 1\Iajesty's Government knew perfectly 
well that, having bouncl1ne hand and foot to silence~ 
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I was defenceless, they actually accompanied Lord 
Durham's Report with their o1vn volume, containing 
400 closely printed folio pages, in which not a single 
line of even those printed documents in their pos
session, which they knew would vindicate my charac
ter, was admitteu; and it further appeared fi·mn the 
newspapers, that when Lord Durham's allegations 
against 1ne were officially presented, there was not, 
among her l\Iajesty's 1\Iinisters, one individual who, 
in either :House of Parlimnent, stood up to utter a 
single word in 1ny defence. 

When these facts ca1ne suddenly upon 1ne, I 
very strongly felt that 1ny allegiance to the l\1inistry 
was dissolved; and on the spur of the n1on1ent,* I ad
dressed and published a note to Lord 1\Ielbourne, 
informing his Lordship that I had determined to 
vindicate myself. 

A few hours' reflection, however, induced n1e to 
reconsider the subject; and though I had deter
Inined, officially, to write no 1nore, I ·was actually, 
through a mutual friend, endeavouring to obtain the 
Governn1ent's permission, vvhen I observed, not only 
that such parts of my correspondence as were neces
sary for n1y vindication had been asked for by the 
Duke of \V ellington, granted by Lord 1\Ielbourne, 
and ordered to be printed; but that the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, under whmn I had served, as 

* "Donner und blitzen/' said Hatteraik, springing up and grap
pling with him, "you will have it then ?"-Guy Mannering. 
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've11 as another noble lord who had held the ~a1ne 

high office, had very liberally concurred in opinion, that 
the publication of a portion of my Despatches was 
necelJ·::;ary for n1y defence. 

Casting all private feeling aside, I can conscien
tiou.ly declare that, on public grounds alone, I have 

long felt it '"ould be desirable that my despatches 
should be allowed at least to neutralize certain opi
nions respecting the British North A1nerican colo
nies, to which general publicity has been given; 
but, deeply sensible of the high confidence that had 
l)een reposed in n1e, without uttering to the public a 
single 'Yord of con1plaint, I saw the supporters of 
n1y ad1ninistration, one after another, degraded-
those who insulted me rewarded ! Unsupported, 
unvindicated, I was spoken lightly of by those 
I was serving-even n1y gait in writing was, as it 
proceeded, publicly pointed at by the Governn1ent; 
nevertheless, I lJ·ubmitted in silence to all; and I can 
truly say that, if n1y Lord Durhmn's Report had 
merely been published in the newspapers, I should 
l1ave taken no more notice of it there than of the ephe
Ineral observations which I have long been accustomed 
to endure. But uninfluenced, I hope, by te1nper, n1y 
judgment most explicitly tells me that no loyal 
subject ought to allow a Report, to the Sovereign, 
to be subn1itted to both Houses of Parlian1ent, by 
order of a Govern1nent who have not only insisted 

on his silence, but who have also suppressed his 
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evidence, without rising before the country to vindi
cate him,self: for, whatever n1ay be a man's philo
sophy, or forbearance, he ought to be ashamed 
to say that "he does not ca're" for censure fi·om 
such a quarter, conveyed in so in1posing a form. 

On the cmnmon-adn1itted principle of self-defence, 
I have, therefore, published less than one sixth (being 
all that I consider at all important to the public) of 
the despatches which were originally called for by the 
Duke of vVellington ; and, having done so, far from 
pleading that I have yielded to natural feelings, I 
calmly maintain that, (without even reckoning the 
sanction of the order of the House of Lords, that the 
despatches rel1uisite for my defence should be printed,) 
I mn perfectly justified in what I have done. 

The reader is now aware of the serious differences 
that have existed between her l\Iajesty's Govern1nent 
and 1nyself; and ·without the shghtest feeling of perso
nal ani1nosity, I commit the subject of our dispute to 
the public, earnestly hoping that it may be considered 
only so far as it regards the happiness, prosperity, 
and protection of the British North A1nerican 
Colonies. 

FINIS. 
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No. 9 ;), 

MEMORANDUM oN TTTE AnoRIGINRs OF NorrTn AMErncA. 

Toronto, UzJper Canada, 20tlt }{ov.~ 1836 . 
.1\rfy LORD, 

As the object of this communication i to endearour 

to supply your Lorcl~hip with the information respecting 

the Indians and the Indian department, required by your 

Lordship's despatch No. -, I feel it may be satisfactory 

that I should commence by explaining 'vhat opportunitie 

I have had of forming the opinion I am about to offer on 
the subject. 

I have, therefore, the honour to state to your Lordship 

that I attended the annual delivery of presents to the Yisit

ing Indians at Amherstburg, a. al ·o that which took place~ 

for the first time, at the Great lVIanitoulin hland in Lake 

Huron. 

During my in::;pectional tour of the province, I also 

vi. ited, with one or two trifling exception , the whole of the 

Indian se1tlemenh; in Upper Canada, and in doing . o made 

it my duty to enter every shanty or cottage, being desirous 

to judge with my own yes of the actual situation of that 

portion of the Indian population which Is umlergoing the 

operation of being civilized. 

a 
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I have had a slight opportunity of making myself ac
quainted with the Indian character in South America~ and 
from the above data, I have now the honour to transmit to 

your Lordship the following observations on the subject. 

... "41 emm·andum. 

The fate oft he red inhabitants of America, the real pro
prietors of its soil, is, without any exception, the most 
sinful Btory recorded in the history of the human race; and 
when one reflects upon the anguish they have suffered from 
our hands, and the cruelties and injustice they have en
dured, the mincl, accustomed to its own vices~ is lost in utter 
astonishment at finding that in the red man's heart there 
exists .no sentiment of animosity against us, no feeling of 
revenge ; on the contrary, that our appearance at the 
humble portal of his wigwam is to this hour a subject of 
unusual joy. If the white man be lost in the forest, his cry 
of distress will call the mo. t eager hunter from his gamE'; 
and among the tribe there is not only pleasure but pride in 
contending with each other who shall be the first to render 
him assistance and food. 

So long as we were obtaining possession of their country 
by open violence, the fatal result of the unequal contest was 
but too clearly understood; but now that we have suc
ceeded in exterminating their race from vast regions of 
land, where nothing in the present day remains of the poor 
lndian but the unnoticed bones of his ancestors, it seems 
inexplicable how it should happen that, even where their 
race barely lingers in existence, it should still continue to 
wither, droop, and vanish before us like grass on the pro
gress of the forest in flames. " The 'red men," lately ex
('laimed a celebrated Maimi Cacique~ "are melting like 
.~now befo1'e the sun." 
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'Vhenever and wherever the two races come into contact 

with each other, it is sure to prove fatal to the red man. 

However bravely for a short time he may resist our bay

onets and our fire-arms, sooner or later ha is called upon 

by death to submit to his decree-If we stretch forth the 

hand of friendship, the liquid fire it offers him to drink 

proves still more destructive than our wrath-And, lastly, 

if we attempt to Chri tianize the Indians, and for that sacred 

object congregate them in villages of sub tantiallog-houses, 

lovely and beautiful as such a theory appears, it is an un

deniable fact, to which unhesitatingly I add my humble 

te timony, that, as soon as the hunting season commences, 

the men (from warm clothes and warm housing having lost 

their hardihood) perish or rather rot in numbers by con

sumption; while, as regards their women, it i impossible 
for any accurate observer to refrain from remarking that 

civilization, in spite of the pure, honest, and unremitting 

zeal of our missionaries, by some accursed process has 

blanched their babies' faces,-in short, our philanthropy, 

like our friendship, has failed in its professions. Producil}g 

deaths by consumption, it has more than decimated it. 

follm 'ers; and under the pretence of eradicating from the 

female heart the errors of a Pagan's breed, it has implanted 

in their stead the germs of Christian guilt ! 
What is the reason of all this-Why the simple virtues 

of the red aborigines of America should, under all circum
stance , fade before the vices and cruelty of the old world, 

is a problem lvhich no one among u is competent to solve; 

the dispensation is as mysterious as its object is inscrutable. 

I have merely mentioned the facts, because I feel that 

before the subject of the Indian in Upper Canada can be 

fairly con idered, it is necessary to refute the idea, which so 
a 2 
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generally exists in England, about the success which has 
attended the Christianizing and civilizing of the Indians; 
whereas I firmly believe every person of sound mind in this 
country who is disinterested in their convet·sion, and who is 
acquainted with the I nclian character, will agree :-

lst. That an attempt to make farmers of the reel man 
has been, generally speaking, a complete failure. 

2d. That congregating them for the purpose of civiliza
tion has implanted many more vices than it has eradicated; 
and, consequently, 

3d. That the greatest kindness we can perform towards 
t.fH:-se intelligent, simple-minded people, is to remove and 
fortify them as much as possible from all communication 
with the whites . 

. Having concluded the few preparatory observations I 
was desirous to make, I will now proceed to state what 
negotiations I have already entered into with the Indians, 
and what is my humble opinion of the course we should 
adopt as regards their presents and the expenses of the 
Indian department. 

At the Great Manitoulin Island in Lake Huron, where 
I found about 1,500 Indians, of rarious tribes, assembled 
fo1· their presents, the Chippewas and the Ottawas, at a 
great council held expressly for the purpose, formally mad<' 
orer to me 23,000 islands. The Sangcen Indians also 
voluntarily surrendered to me a million and a half acres 
of the very richest land in Upper Canada. (Fot· the clr
tails attending these surrenders, see my despatch to your 
Lordship, No. 70.) 

On proceeding to Amherstburg, I assembled the Hurons, 
who occupy in that neighbourhood a hunting ground of 
tich land of six mil s square; 1 wo-thinls or which 1 hey 
sulTenclered to me, on condition that one of the said two-
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1 hin1 · hould be sold, and the proceeds thereof in rested 

for their benefit. 

The M01·avian Indians, with whom I had also an inter

view, have likewise agreed, for an annuity of 150l., to sur

render to me about six rniles square of black rich land, 

~ituatcd on the banks of the Thames rirer. 

I need hardly obsciTe, that I hare thus obtained for I-Ier 

iajesty's Gorernment from the Indians an immense por

tion of most valuable land, which will undoubtedly lJroducc, 

at no remote periou, more than sufficient to defray the 

'"hole of the e,·pcnses of 1he Indians aml Indian depart

ment in this province. 

On the other hand, as regards their interests, my de

spatch, No. 70, will explain the arguments I used in 

adrising them to retire, or fall back Ul')On the l\Iauitou1in, 

and other islands in Lake IIuron; the locality being ad

mira1>ly adapted for supporting them, but not for white 

111 •n. Still it may appear that the arrangement was not 

advantageous to the Indians, because it was of such benefit 

to us; but it must ahvays be kept in mind, that howe\·cr 

u:eful rich land may be to us, yet its only ralue to an 

Indian consists in the game it contains; he is, in fact, lonl 

of the manor, but it is against his nature to cultiratc the 

soil-he has neither right nor power to sell it. As soon 

t bcrefore, as his game is frightened away, or its influx of 

immigration cut off by the surrounding settlements of 1 he 

whites, his land, howeYCl' rich it may ue, becomes a "rndis 

indigestaq ue moles," of little raluc or imrortancc; and in 

th1· state much of the Imlian rropcrty in tTpper Canada 

at present exists. 
For instance, I found lG or 18 fami1irs of :Moravinu 

Indians liYing on a yast tract of' rich land, yet, front ah.clJCe 

of game, almo~t dc~titutc of eyrrything ; Et·n'rul uf the 
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men dr~mk ; nearly all their children half-castes ; the high 
road through their territory almost impassable ; the white 
population execrating their indolence, and entreating to be 
relieved from the stagnation of a block of rich land, which 
separated them from their markets as completely as if it 
had been a desert. 

The above picture (which is a very common one) will, 
I think, sufficiently show, that however desirous one may 
be to protect the Indians, and I hope no one feels for them 
more deeply than myself, yet, practically speaking, that the 
greatest kindness we can do them is to induce them, as I 
have done, to retreat before what they may justly term the 
accursed progress of civilization; for, as I have stated, the 
instant they are surrounded by the white population,- H the 
age of thei1· chivalry has fled." 

The lieutenant-governor of the province may protect them 
from open violence, but neither he, nor any other authority 
on earth, can prevent the combination of petty vices, which, 
as I have already explained, are as fatal in their operation 
as the bayonet itself. 

It is impossible to teach the Indian to beware of the 
white man, for it seems to be the instinct of his untutored 
nature to look upon him as his friend ; in short, his sim
plicity is his ruin, and though he eau entrap and conquer 
every wild beast in his forest, yet invariably he becomes 
himself the prey of his white brother ! 

For the foregoing reasons, I am decidedly of opinion that 
Her ~Iajesty's Government should continue to advise the 
few remaining Indians who are lingering in Upper Canada 
to retire upon the Manitoulin and other islands in Lake 
I-Iuron, or elsewhere, towards the north-west.* 

* This measure was strongly recommended by Sir John Col borne to 
Her Majesty's Government. 
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Your Lordship has informed me, that the Committee of 

the House of Commons on Military Expenditure in the 

Colonies are of opinion, " that the Indian department may 

be greatly reduced, if not altogether abolished; and they, 

therefore, call the attention of the House to the same, and 

also to the expense of articles annually distributed to the 

Indians, and whether any arrangement may not be made 

to di.·pen e with such distributions in future, or to commute 

the l)resents for money." 
As it is your Lordship's desire that 1 should afford you 

as much information as possible on the above suggestions, 

I will now respectfully endeavour to do so. 
The presents which the British Government has been in 

the habit of granting to the Indians in Upper Canada have 
been delivered to two classes, termed the '" resident" and 

the " visiting," whose numbers this year were as follow:-

Number of Indians resident in Upper Canada 6,507 

Average number of Indians who, in order to 

receive presents from the British Govern-

ment, annually visit Upper Canada from the 

United States 3,270 

rrotal average annual cost of presents issued 

as above • • £8,500 

It certainly appears to me very desirable indeed that we 

should, if possible, discontinue the practice of giving pt·e

scn1s to that portion of the visiting Indians who resid<' in 

the territory of the neighbouring states; but what is destr
able is not always just, and it is therefore necessary befor~ 
the project be carried into efl'ect, that we should consider 

what arguments exist for as well as against it. 

In its favour it may be stated, 
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1st. That \re should save an annual expeuditure of say 
4,000l. 

2<.1. That, according to common laws among nations, 
there appears to be no reason why, having lost all dominion 
over and intcrc. t in the United State , we ::::hould continue 
to make annual payments to any portion of its inhabitants. 

3d. That it amounts almost to an act of hostility for tlJC 
British GoYernment to continue to give guns, powder, a.ml 
ball, to the Indians of the United States, with whom that 
people are at this moment engag8d in civil war. 

4th. That a considerable portion of the presents w hi eh 
we give to the Indians, are shortly after their delivery to 
be seen displayed by the shopl{eepers of the United Stales, 
who often obtain them almost for nothing. 

In reply to the first objection, namely, " that by with
holding the presents we should save an annual expenditure 
of 4,000/., it may be stated, that of all the money \rhieh 
has been ever expended by the British GoYernment, there is 
perhaps no sum v•,hich ought to be less regretted than tbut. 
which we have hitherto bestowed on the aborigines of Amc
nca. It has purchased for us the blessing of their race; 
they lore us, thE-~Y hare shed their blood for us; they \roulLl 
do so again; they look llpon us as the ouly just and mer
ciful inhabitants of the old \rorld, and imprcs!"ccl witlJ these 
feelings, their attachment to our SO\·ereign amouuts almost 
1 o n·neration. " PVlt en v:e see tlze sun Tise -in t l1e cast," 
:-ai<l a warrior to me at the Great Council at the l\1ani-
1 oulin Island, " it is om· Ctlstom to say to our young mc?i, 

the1·e zs o'lt1' Great Fatlzer, lte ttaTms tts, lte clotltes us, lte 
. ll l . " gwes us a 'lU! ( estre. 

There can be no douLt that up to the prrsent pnge in the 
hil)tory of the Driti~h empire \Ye ha,·c acted well towards 
the Indians. "\Yhat that reflrction may intrinsically be worth 
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it is not so easy to determine, as every man will perhaps 

estimate it differently ; however, its moral ,·alue, what

ever it may be, shonld be deducted from the expense of 

which we complain, for we cannot enjoy both advantages; 

if we save the latter, we must lose the former. 

In reply to the second objection, namely, a that according 

to common laws among nations there appears to be no 

rea on '.Yhy, having lost all dominion over and interest in 
the United States, we should continue to make anmml pay

ments to any portion of its inhabitants ; " it must be recol

h,ctcd that, in our wars with the Americans, we gladly 

::wailed ourselres of the ser\'ices of the Indians, whom inva

riably we promised we wonld never desert. In these pro

mises we made no restriction whatever as to domicile; when 

the trib<" joined us, we never waited to ask whence they 

came; at the close of the war, when their surriYing warriors 

left us, we never prescribed to them where they should go. 

It will be asked, in what way were these our promises 

made? It is difficnlt to reply to this question, as it inrolves 

the character of the Indian race. 
An Indian's word, when it is formally pledged, is one 

of the strongest moral securities on earth; like the rainbow 

it beams unbroken, when all beneath is threatened with 

annihilation. 
The most solemn form in which an Indian pledges his 

word, is by the clelivE'ry of a wampum belt of shells, and 

'"hen the puqJort of this symbol is once declared, it is rc

meml:ered and handed down from father to on, with an 

accuracy and retention of meaning, which is quite extraor-

dinary. 
\Yh<'ncn'r the belt i ·produced, every minute circum

stance which attCI~dnl its dclirery seems iltstu 1tly to be 
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brought to life, and such is the singular effect produced on 
the Indian's mind by this talisman~ that it is common for 
him, whom we term H the savage~" to shed tears at the sight 
of a wampum which has accompanied a message from his 
friend. 

I have mentioned these facts, because they will explain 
the confident reliance the Indians place on the promises 
which, accompanieJ by the uelivery of wampums~ were 
made to them by our generals during and at the conclusion 
of the American wars. 

These rude ceremonies had probably little effect upon 
our officers, but they sunk deep in the minds of the In
dians ; the wampums thus given have been preserved, and 
are now entrusted to the keeping of the great orator, Si
gonah, who was present at the council I attended on the 
Manitoulin Island, in Lake Huron, and, in every sense, 
these hieroglyphics are moral affidavits of the bygone 
transactions to which they relate. On our part, little or 
nothing documentary exists ; the promises which were made, 
whatever they might have been, were almost invariably 

' verbal-those who expressed them are now mouldering in 
their graves. However, the regular deliv"Bry of the presents 
proves and corroborates the testimony of the wampums~ 
and, by whatever sophistry we might deceive ourselves, we 
could never succeed in explaining to the Indians of the 
United States that their Great Father was justified m 
deserting them. 

To the third and fourth objections I have nothing to 
reply; for I must say I think the Americans have reason for 
the jealousy they express at the British Government inter
fering, by positively arming their own Indians, with whom 
they are at war, with English guns, powder, and ball ; I also 
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cannot deny that a great proportion of the presents we give 

to the American Indians form a tribute which we annually 

pay to the shopkeepers of the United States. 
Having endeavoured as fairly as possible to explain the 

arguments on both sides, I now beg leave to state that, after 

having given the subject considerable reflection, I am of 

opinion, that to the visiting Indians of the United States 

we cannot, without a breach of faith, directly refuse to con

tinue the presents, which by the word of our generals we 

have promised, and which by long custom we have sanc

tioned ; but observing that the minds of thflse people were 

wide open to reasonable conviction, it occurred to me that 

it would not be difficult to explain to them that their 

Great Father was still willing to continue presents to such 
of his red children as lived in his own land, but that in 

j u~tice to the Americans, who are now our allies, he could 

not arm against them those Indians who could continue to 

reside in the territory of the United States; and conse
quently that, after the expiration of three years, presents 

would be given only to those of our red children who 

actually shall inhabit the Canadas. 
I did not formally make this declaration at the Great 

Council at the Manitoulin Island, but it was sufficiently 

hinted to them to be clearly understood, and as far as I could 

learn, and have since learned, it was received without dis-

approbation. 
I would therefore recommend that this declaration should 

be formally announced at the next delivery of presents. 

The Indians in the United States would thus have plenty 

of time to prepare for the change, which I feel quite con

fident would end by our being released honourably and 

altogether from an engagement w b.ich I certainly think we 

have maintained long enough, to reward liberally the United 
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States Indians for the services they rendered us during the 
war; indeed there can be no doubt that we have tr~mted 
their warriors infinitely better than we have behaved to our 
own veterans, who, blind, vvoundecl, mutilated, helpless, and 
n1iserable, are at this moment wandering in the great bush 
or· wilderness of Canada, regretting the hour that they ever 
improvidently commuted with the British Government their 
hard-earned pensions. 

I do not think the Indians of the United States could or 
would complain of the above arrangement, and T i~el eertain 
that though a few would at first immigrate to Canada, they 
would not long remain there. 

For many reasons, which it vvould be tedious to your 
Lordship that I should detail, I vvould recommend that the 
p escnts to the visiting Indians should for the three years 
he delivered at the :Manitoulin Island only. 

The expense of forwarding the presents to that spot, 
though less than to the old place of delivery, ( Drummond 
Island,) is greater than at Penetanguishene and Amherst
hurg; but as only those who are really in want of their 
presents would come to 1\Ianitoulin, we should gain, as 
indeed we did gain this year, by that arrangement infi
nitely more than the difference of expense of transport. 

In a memorandum I received on the 16th July last from 
1\~Jr. Commi sary General Routh, many of whose sugges
tions I have effected, that gentleman, not anticipating the 
recommendation I have no"· made for the ultimate discon
tinuance of presents to the American Indians, proposed to 
diminish their expense by substituting strouch; instead of 
cloth, and by withholding po·wder, ball, and shot. 

Every pen-on with vrhom I hare consulteu is of opinion 
that the latter priration "·ould be most scrercly felt by the 
Indian hunter 1rl10 liYC's by his gun; howercr, I feel con-



APPENDIX. 13 

udent that Mr. Routh himself will agree with me in opi

nion_, that if the presents to all I mlian residing in the 

United States are_, as I 11ropose to he, totally discontinued 

at so early a period as the expit·ation of three years, it 

would be unnecessary, unadvisable, and ungenerous, to 

rnake any deduction from the pittance or gratuity which is 

so shortly to be withheld. 
Your Lordship is aware that considerable expenses for 

buil\.ling, &c., were incurred at the l\lanitoulin Island 

this year; but the arrangement was made by Sir John 

Col borne before I arrived here, and it was too late . for me 

to alter it; however, as soon as I got there_, I put a stop to 

all that was doing, and discharged every person who had 

been engaged. 
Having disposed or at least one-tllird part or the Indian 

-presents, and the expense of their delivery, I certainly re

spectfully recommend that we should continue to deliver 

them to those few Indians ·who continue to inhabit Upper 

Canada. 
I have already stated that this expense will shortly be 

defrayed altogether by the sale of the lands they have 

this year liberally surrendered to me; and even if that were 

not to be the case, I do think that_, enjoying as we do_, pos

session of this noble province, it is our bounden duty to 

consider as heir-looms the wreck of' that simple-minded> 

ill-fated race, which, as I have alreauy stated, is daily and 

yearly fading before the progress of civilization. 
We have only to bear patiently with them for a short 

time, anu with a few exception ) principally half castes, 

their unhappy race, beyond OUl' power o[' redemption> will 

be extinct. 
I am not prepared to recommend that money shonlLl at 
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present be substituted for presents to the resident Indians 
in this province. 

J st. Because I think, unless good arrangements were 
previously made, the Indians, from their improvident habits, 
would in many places be left destitute; and, 

2ndly. Without due precaution, a money delivery to so 
many men, women and children, might possibly be attended 
by very great impositions. 

Another year's experience and reflection will, I make no 
doubt, enable me to offer to your Lordship a decided 
opinion on this subject, as I am quite alive to the advantage 
which we should gam by the substitution of money, if it 
could be properly effected. 

In the expenses of the Indian department, which at pre
sent amount to 1,610l. 17 s. lOd. per annum, I am of opi
nion that a reduction might at once be made to the following 
extent, (subject to moderate pensions, the greater part of 
which might be in grants out of land which has lately been 
ceded to me by the Indians) :-

Three superintendents at 206l. 14s. 4d.-640l. 3s. 
One interpreter at 62l.-62l. 
I also think that a considerable reduction might be made 

in the contingencies, which at present amount to 2,000l. 
With respect to the pensions, which amount to 4621., I 

conceive that as they have already been sanctioned, they 
could not in justice be repealed. 

In conclusion I now beg leave to refer to my despatch 
No. 3t respecting the age and services of Colonel Givins. 
I conscientiously concur with Sir John Colborne and Sir 
P. J\!Iaitland in recommending that, in the evening of his 
long and well-spent life, this officer may not be neglected 
by I-Ier Majesty's Government, to whose service he has 
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been more than half a century unremittingly and devotedly 

attached. 
His name is so identified with the Indian history of this 

country, that I earnestly hope he may be allowed to retire 
on his full pay; he has a large family, and his advanced 

age must prevent his long receiving the remuneration so 
strongly recommended by Sir J. Colbourne, by Sir P. 

M aitland, and by myself. 
To replace Colonel Givins, who would continue to assist 

as an interpreter, I have already recommended, in my de
spatch No. 31, the appointment of Mr. Hepburn, who last 
year has without salary been performing the duties of Chief 

Superintendent. 
I am decidedly of opinion that at the expiration of three 

years a still further reduction may be made in the Indian 
de11artment, and that its expense of every description 'vill 
Ne long be completely defrayed by the lands which I have 

lately obtained from the Indians. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 

F B. HEAD. 

The Lord Glenelg. 
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MESSAGES, &c. 

F. B. l-IEAD. 
THE Lieutenant-Governor informs the Legislative 

Council, that in consequence of this province being invaded 

and as. ailed by a foreign enemy, and being the scene of 

actual military operations, Colonel Foster, the officer in 

command of Her :J\IIajesty's land forces, has assumed the 

entire military authority and command over the troops; 

that he is also in command of the militia ; and that the 

Commi sary-General at Quebec has communicated to the 

officer in charge of the commissariat here, that consistently 

with the rules of the service, no expenses can be allowed 

unless sanctioned_ by the authority of the military com

mander, upon whom the protection of the province has thus 

necessarily devolved. 
The Lieutenant-Governor takes this opportunity to com

municate to the Legislative Council, that having had the 

misfortune to differ from Her Majesty's Government on 
one or two points of colonial policy, he felt it his duty, on 

the lOth of September last, respectfully to tender to I-Ier 

Maje ty's principal ecretary of State for the Colonies, the 

resignation of the important station, which, for a short time, 

he has had the honour to hold in this province. 
I-Iis resignation having been graciously accepted, the 

Lieutenant-Governor ha to inform the Legislative Council 
b2 
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that he yesterday received official information that Her 
Majesty has been pleased to appoint Colonel Sir George 
Arthur to be Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada, and 
that his Excellency may be expected to arrive here in a 
few days. 

Under the peculiar circumstances in which the province 
is at present placed, the Lieutenant-Governor feels confi
dent, that the Legislative Council will rejoice with him at 
the approaching arrival of an Officer of high character and 
considerable experience, whose rank in the army will 
enable him to combine the military command with the 
civil government of this province. 

Government Ifousc, 
15th Jan., 1838. 

To His Excellency SrR Fn.ANcrs BoND HEAD, Baronet, Knight 
Commander of the Royal Hanoverian Guelphic Order, Knight 
of the Prussian Military Order of Merit, Lieutenant Gover
nor of the Province of Upper Canada, ~c. go c. goc. 

MAY IT PLEASE YouR ExcEr.LENCY, 

WE, Her :Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Legis
lative Council of Upper Canada, in Provincial Parliament as
sembled, beg to return our respectful thanks to your Excellency, 
for communicating to us the fact, which is at this crisis particu
larly important, that by the regulations of Her Majesty's service 
the command of the troops, and of the militia employed in 
defence of this province, cannot be united in your Excellency's 
person with the administration of the civil government. 

If your Excellency were to continue to represent Her Majesty 
in this colony, we are persuaded, that under present circum
stances, such a separation of the civil power from the military 
command would be likely to lead to very unfortunate results, 
since military rank and experience, although they are by no 
means incompatible with the peculiar qualifications which are 
requisite to give confidence, animation, and effect, to the military 
force, are uot always to be found united with them. 
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\Ve beg to assure your ExcelJenc·y that we learn with extreme 

regret, that the civil government of this province is to con

tinue for so short a time in your Excellency's charge. It is not 

known to us upon what particular points your Excellency's 

views have differed so essentially from those of Her :Majesty's 

Governmellt, that your Excellency was induced to tender your 

resiguation ; but we lmow, that at no period in the history of 

Upper Canada has its political condition been such as ought to 

be more satisfactory to the ministers of the Crown : and we feel 

that not Upper CanaJa only, but the empire, owes to your Ex

cellerJcy a large debt of gratitude, for your firm and manly 

avowal, upon all occasions, of those seutiments which became the 

representative of a British monarch, and for the unwaverinrr 

support which your Excellency has never failed to give to th~ 
established principles of the constitutiou. 

It is this fearless adherence to right principles, rather than to 

expediency, which has enabled your Excellency to rally round 

the government, in a moment of dang·er, the arms of an united 

people : and to exhibit this province to our Sovereign and to the 

world, in a posture which must command for its brave and loyal 

inhabitants the highest admiration and respect. 

If 1he ~result of your Excellency's firm and uncompromising 

policy shall impress upon Her Majesty's Government the con

viction, that they need not fear to support in Upper Canada the 

principles of the British constitution, it will have })roduced an 

effect of infinite value to this colony; and will have supplied 

what we believe has been chiefly wanting· to insure its perma

llent tranquillity. 

But the Legislati\e Council cannot refrain from expressing 

the regret with which they have observed, in the case of your 

Excellency, and of your respected and gallant predecessor, that 

) our counexion with the g·overnment of this colony has seemed 

incapable of beiug- protracted, with satisfaction to yourselves, 

b<'yond the period when it became evident that 110 submission 

would be made by ) ou to a spirit of factious discontent, "' hich 

nothing can appease but the destruction of British rule. 

\Ye Leg your Excellency to believe, that the Leg·islative 

Council ·will ever entertain a grateful recollection of the justice 

and condescen ion '' hich they have always had occasion to 

acknowledge in their intercourse with ~our Excellency; and that 
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they participate deeply in the feeling of general regret at your 
Excellency's approaching departure from this province. 

JoHN B. RoBINSON, Speaker. 
Legislative Council Chamber, 

17th day of Jan., 1838. 

F. B. HEAD. 

THE Lieutenant-Governor informs the I-Iouse of 
Assembly, that in consequence of this province being in
vaded and assailed by a foreign enemy, and being the scene 
of actual military operations, Colonel Foster, the officer in 
command of Her Majesty's land forces, has assumed the 
entire military authority and command over the troops; 
that he is also in command of the militia; and that the 
Commissary-General at Quebec has communicated to the 
officer in charge of the commissarjat here, that consistently 
with the rules of the service, no expenses can be aliowed 
unless sanctioned by the authority of the military com
mander, upon whom the protection of the province has 
thus necessarily devolved. 

The Lieutenant-Governor takes this opportunity to com
municate to the House of Assembly, that having had the 
misfortune to differ from Her Majesty's Government, on 
one or two points of colonial policy, he felt it his duty, on 
the lOth of September last, respectfully to tender to I-Ier 
Majesty's principal Secretary of State for the Colonies the 
resignation of the important station which, for a short time, 
he has had the honour to hold in this province. 

His resignation having been graciously accepted, the 
Lieutenant-Governor has to inform the House of Assembly, 
that he yesterday received official information that Her 
Majesty has been pleased to appoint Colonel Sir George 
Arthur to be Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada, and 
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that his Excellency may be expected to arrive here in a few 

days. 
Under the peculiar circumstances in which the province 

is at present placed, the Lieutenant-Governor feels con
fident, that the House of Assembly will rejoice with him at 
the approaching arrival of an officer of high character and 

considerable experience, whose rank in the army will 
enable him to combine he military command with the 

civil government of this province. 
Government House, 

15th Jan. 1838. 

To His Excellency SIR F. B. HEAD, Bt., &t. &c. &c. 

MAY IT PLEASE YouR ExcELLENCY, 

WE, Her Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Com
mons House of Assembly, in Provincial Parliament assembled, 
humbly thank your Excellency for your Excellency's message 
of the 15th instant, communicating to this House, that " in con
sequence of this province being invaded and assailed by a 
foreign enemy, and being the scene of actual military opera
tions, Colonel Foster, the officer in command of Her Majesty's 
land forces, has assumed the entire military authority and com
mand over the troops ; that he is also in command of the militia; 
and that the Commissary-General at Quebec has communicated 
to the officer in charge of the commissariat here, that consistently 
with the rules of the service, no expenses can be allowed unless 
sanctioned by the authority of the military commander, upon 
whom the protection of the province has thus necessarily de~ 

volved. 
In reference to this subject, we can only express our earnest 

hope that this regulation, which the rules of the service appear 
to have rendered necessary, may in no respect impair the effi
ciency of the operations hitherto planned and directed by your 
Excellency, with so mnch success for the preservation and de
fence of the province against the attack of foreign and domestic 

enemies. 
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We are further informed by your Excellency, that having had 
the misfortune to differ from Her Majesty's Government, on one 
or two points of colonial .'policy, your Excellency felt it your 
duty, on the lOth of September last, respectfully to tender to 
Her Majesty's principal Secretary of State for the Colonies 
the resignation of the important station which, for a short time, 
your Excellency has had the honour to hold in this province, 
and that your Excellency's resignation had been graciously ac· 
cepted.-When this House recalls to recollection the events of 
your Excellency's administration of the affairs of this province
the universal respect and confidence with which you are re
garded, arising from your Excellency's firm and uncompro
mising adherence to the principles of the constitution, and which 
has atforded to the inhabitants of this colony various opportu
nities of proving, not by words merely, but by acts the most con
vincing· and undeniable, their firm unshaken loyalty to their 
Sovereign, and their desire to maintain their connexion with 
the parent state, in contradiction to assertions and insinuations 
of a contrary tendency, we cannot but view with alarm the dis
closure now made, that your Excellency has felt yourself called 
upon to resign the administration of the government on the 
grounds stated in your Excellency's Messag·e. 

If your Excellency's measures and policy have not given 
satisfaction to our gracious Queen, we are driven to inquire, in 
the most humble and respectful, but solemn manner, what 
course of policy it is that is expected by Her Majesty from Her 
Majesty's representative in this province? Deeply impressed 
with the duty of submission to the constitutional exercise of the 
royal prerogative, we do not question the right of the Sovereign 
to select Her representatives in this or any .other colony of the 
empire; but we nevertheless feel ourselves impelled by a ~ense 
of duty, suggested by a desire to maintain our allegiance (and 
which, on our part, can never be laid aside or forgotten), 
humbly, but earnestly and emphatically to declare, that if any
thing be calculated to shake the attachment of Her ~Majesty's 
now truly loyal and devoted subjects to Her royal person and 
government, it is by acts of injustice, or the manifestation of 
ungenerous distrust towards servants, who have served the 
British nation so faithfully and uobly as your E~xcellency has 
doue. lt will be the duty of this House, before the close of the 
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present session, and when more fully informed of facts, to rx
press more at large the feelings and opinions they entertain on 
this painfully interesting and important subject. 

In the mean time, we beg; to assure your Exce1ll·ucy, that this 
House, and the people of the province, wil1 regard your Excel
lency' relinquishment of its government as a calamity of the 
most serious nature, and which may result in difficulties and dis· 
sensions that cannot be easily repaired or reconciled. We how~ 
ever are fully persuaded, that the blame cannot rest with your 
Excellency; and while we sincerely and most willingly ackuow 
ledg-e the zeal, ability, justice and honourable disinterestednes~ 
with which you have conducted the government of this provinl!t 
during your short but eventful and arduous administration of it~; 

affairs, we beg respectfully aud affectionately to express, ()11 bt· 
half of this province, our eamest hope, that your Excellency's 
pro~perity in future life may be commensurate with the claims, 
deep and lasting as they are, upon our gratitude-the approba
tion of our gracious Queen-and the applause and acknowledg
ment of the British nation. 

Commons House of Assembly, 
16th day of Jan. 1838. 

H. RuTTAN, Speaker. 

To His E.rcellcncy Srn F. B. HEAD, Bt., &c. &c. &c.: 

l\IAY IT PLEASE YouR ExcELLENCY,~ 

"\VE, Her Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Legis
lative Council of Upper Canada, in PwYinciul }">arliument as
sembled, humbly pruy that your Excellency will be plt>ascd to 
transmit to this House copies of so much of your Excellency's 
correspondence '' ith the Right Hononruulc the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, as relates to your Excellency's resignation 
of the government of this province, embracing· the matter of 
policy upon which your Excellency had the misfortune to dificr 
from Her Majesty's Government, so far as the 5ame may, iu 
your Excellency's opinion, be with propriety communicated. 

Legislative Council Chamber, 
l9~h day of Jan., 1838, 

J OllN n. RoBIN SON, Speaker. 
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His Excellency's Reply. 
HoNoURABLE GENTLEMEN, 

IT would afford me the greatest satisfaction to trans
mit to the Legislative Council, according to its request, so 
much of my correspondence with the Right Honourable 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies, as relates to my 
resignation of the government of this province ; but, after 
deliberate consideration, I have come to the conclusion, that 
the publication of these documents might, under existing 
circumstances, embarrass my successor, and might be con
sidered as a violation of official confidence. 

So long as I remain in the service of Her Majesty's 
Government, I do not consider myself justified in defending 
my own conduct, by any vindication that may embarrass 
their policy. 

Government House, 22d Jan., 1838. 

To His Excellency Sm F. B. HEAD, Bt., &c. &c. &c. 

MAY IT PLEASE YouR ExcELLENcY, 

WE, Her MajeRty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Com
mons of Upper Canada, in Provincial Parliament assembled, 
humbly request that your Excellency will be pleased to lay 
before this House the correspondence between Her Majesty's 
Government and your Excellency, which induced your Excel
lency to tender your resignation of the government of this pro
vince; and also any subsequent correspondence between Her 
Majesty's Government and your Excellency, on the same subject. 

Commons House of Assembly, 
18th Jan., 1838. 

H. RuTTAN, Speaker. 

GENTLEMEN, 
His Excellency's Reply. 

NOTHING, at this moment, would be so gratifying to 
my feelings as to lay before the House of Assembly the 
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correspondence between Her Majesty's Government and 

myself, which induced me to tender my resignation of the 

government of this province; but, after deliberate considera

tion, I have come to the conclusion, that the publication of 

these documents might, under existing circumstances, em

barrass my successor, and might be considered as a viola

tion of official confidence. 
So long a I remain in the service of Her Majesty's 

Government, I do not consider myself justified in defending 

my own conduct, by any vindication that may embarrass 

their 1)olicy. 

Government House, 22d Jan., 1838. 

F. B. HEAD. 

Hrs Excellency, the Lieutenant-Governor, has much 

pleasure in transmitting to the Legislative Council a highly 

gratifying communication from his Excellency the Lieute

nant-Governor of New Brunswick, accompanying a unani

mous joint vote of thanks from the two Houses of the Legis

lature of that province to the militia of Upper Canada, for 

their gallant conduct, in so ably, promptly, and energetically 

. ·uppressing the late rebellion in this province. 

Government House, Jan. 22d, 1838. 

(A similar Message to the House of Assembly.) 

Government House, Fredericton, New Brunswick, Jan. 6th, 1838. 

Sm, 
WITH the highest satisfaction I comply with the wishes 

of the Legislative Council and House of Assembly of this pro· 
vince, by transmitting to your Excellency Resolutions jointly 
concurred in by these bodies, tendering to your Excellency, and 
to the gallant militia of Upper Canada, the unanimous thanks 
of the Legislature, and of the people of New Brunswick, for the 
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able, prompt, and energetic suppression by them, and by your 
Excellency, unaided by any portion of Her Majesty's troops, 
of the late insurrection in the neig·hbourhood of ~roronto. 

In doing this, I beg to add the expression of my warmes 
concurrence in the sentiments embodied in those resolutions, 
with the assurance that, while we feel the most entire confidence 
in the ability of Her Majesty's loyal subjects of Upper Canada, 
under your Excellency's g·uidance, to put down rebellion wher
ever it may show itself, yet we cannot but regret that our remote:! 
position with respect to tltat province prevents our offering our 
more active co-operation. 

I have, &c. 
(Sig·ned) J. HARVEY, 

M. General, Lieutenant- Governor. 
His Excellency Sir F. B. Head, Bt., 

&c. &c. &c. 

New Brunswick, House of Assembly, Jan. 5th, 1838. 

Resolved unanimously-That the thanks of this province are 
due, and should be presented to Sir Francis Bond Head, aud 
the gallant militia of Upper Canada, for their able, prompt, and 
energetic suppression of the insurrection which lately took place 
in the neighbourhood of Toronto. 

Resohed unanimously-That the conduct of our fellow-subjects 
in Upper Canada, on this memorable occasion, so fully in arcord
auce with their former high spirit and character, affords a glorious 
example to the sister colonies; and cannot fail to quicken the 
zeal and animate the exertions of every loyal heart in these 
colonies, in support and defence of the liberties they enjoy under 
British laws and institutions. 

Resol'recl unanimously-That our fellow-subjects in Upper 
C<Jnada may rest assured of tl1e liYely sympathy of the inhabitants 
of this province, in their loyalty and patriotic ardour, and of our 
most zealous co-operation in maintaining the royal authorities, 
and the inestimable advantages of our tonnexion with the mother-

C<'untry. 
(Signed) CHARLES P. WETMORE, 

Clerk of Assembly. 
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New Brunswick, House of Assembly, Jan. 5th, 1838. 

Resolved 'ltnanimously-That an humble Adciress be presented 
to his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, praying that his 
Excellency will be pleased to transmit these Resolutions to his 
Excellency, Sir Francis Bond Head, Lieutenant-Governor of 

Upper Canada. 
Resolved-That the Legislative Council be requested to join 

in these Resolutions. 
(Signed) CHARLES P. WETMORE, 

Clerk of Assembly. 

New Brunswick, Legislative Council ChamberJ Jan. 5th, 1838. 

Resolved unanimously-That this House doth most heartily 
concur in the Resolutions of the House of Assembly, on the 
subject of the insurrection in Upper Canada. 

(Signed) \Vl\:L 'fYNG PETERS, Clerll. 

Government House, Halifax, 6th Feb., 1838. 
SIR, ' . 

AT the request of the Legislative Conncil of this province, 
I have the pleasure to transmit to your Excellency the enclosed 
resolutions of that honourable body, expressing their high ad
miration of the energetic measures adopted by your Excellency 
to suppress the recent rebellious outbreak in Upper Canada, ancl 
offering their thanks to Colonel Allan Napier MacN ab, and the 
militia under his command, for their gallaut conduct on that 

occasion. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your Excellency's most obedient, 
Humble servant, 

His Excellency Sir F. B. Head, Dt., C. CAl\IPBELL. 
&c. &c. &c. 

Legislative Council Chamber, 29th Jan., 1838. 

ON motion of Mr. Stewart, seconded by Mr. Ousely :- ~ 
Resolved unanimously-That while the members of this 

House view with the deepest regret the existence of rebellion in 
the provinces of Lower and Upper Canada, they cannot refrain 
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from expressing the gratification they have derived from those 
warm and animating displays of universal loyalty and attachment 
to the British constitution and government, to which it has given 
occasion throughout the British North American Colonies. 

Resolved unanimottsly-That the grateful acknowledgments of 
this House ought to be immediately conveyed to his Excellency 
Sir Francis Bond Head, the Lieutenant-Governor of Upper 
Canada, for the penetration with which he discovered, and the 
firm, prompt, and energetic manner in which he baffled and de
feated, the mad:designs of traitorous men to rob and murder 
those who prefer the blessings of the British government to 
republican institutions; but more especially for the noble
minded reliance upon the courage and loyalty of the people alone, 
by which he was enabled to render most important aid towards 
the suppression of the unnatural rebellion in Lower Canada. 

R esolved unanimously-That the thanks of this House are 
also due to Colonel Allan Napier MacNab, and the loyal militia 
of Upper Canada, for their gallant conduct in crushing in its 
infancy this rebellious attempt, and in exhibiting a noble example 
of the spirit with which Her Majesty's North American subjects 
are determined to preserve their connexion with their mother
country, and to put down all endeavours to weaken or destroy it. 

Resolved mwnimously-That this House view, with astonish
ment and regret, the support and assistance which, in a time of 
profound peace and amity between the two governments, have 
been afforded to the expatriated rebels by many citizens of the 
American Union; and this House ttusts, that the efforts of the 
general government of the United Stales will not be remitted 
until such of its citizens as have been guilty of so unjustifiable a. 
violation of the existing treaty and the law of nations shall be 
punished with that severity which they deserve. 

Resolved unanimously-That while this House recognise in 
the British soldier that devotion to his sovereign and country 
which has led to the effectual suppression of the rebellion in 
Lower Canada, and also to a long· and dreary march at this in
clement season, they cannot but rejoice that the absence of the 
troops from the Upper Province has afforded gratifying· and ir
resistible evidence of the deep-rooted attachment of the people to 
the British constitution. 

Resolved unanimously-That an humble address be presented 
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to his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, praying that he will 
be pleased to transmit these resolutions to his Excellency Sir 
Francis Bond Head, the Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada. 

JOHN C. HALLIBURTON, Clerk. -

Legislative Cotmcil Chamber, 31st Jan., 1838. 

Resolved-That Mr. Stewart, Mr. Smith, and Mr. Ratchford 
do wait upon his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, and 
present to him the address and resolutions agreed to on the 
29th of this present month of January. 

JoHN C. HALLIBURToN, Clerk. . 

To His Excellency SIR F. B. HEAD, Bt., &c. &c. &c. 
MAY IT PLEASE Youn ExcELLENCY, 

WE the undersigned, on behalf of the Executive Com
mittee of the Constitutional Association of Quebec, having been 
informed that your Excellency is about to retire from the govern
ment of Upper Canada, feel ourselves impelled, as well by a 
sense of justice to your Excellency's person as by a sense of duty 
to our beloved Queen, to express our deep regret at your Ex
cellency's intended departure; and although circumstances have 
placed your Excellency beyond our reach for the more intimate 
and private relations of life, yet upon public g·rounds we feel 
ourselves called upon to acquaiut your Excellency that we deeply 
deplore the causes which have led your Excellency to resign the 
ltigh and important station you have held in our sister province, 
the duties of which you have so ably and so faithfu11y discharg·ed. 

The passing events in Upper Canada coul<l not but be re
garded by us as of the most vital importance to this province, 
and entertaining· this view, we have watched with the utmo ·t 
anxiety your Excellency's administration. W c have followed yon 
through your pt u. peruu care~r, auci partieularly during· the 
eventful period of the late rebellion, as whilst recording as we now 
do, by this Address, our admiration of your public conduct, we 
venture to express the hope that Her Majesty's Ministers will at 
length be convinced that the principles of the British constitution 
alone_ are applicable to the good government of these provinces. 
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At a time when :constitutional government has led to such 
happy results from the exercise of a sound discretion, accom
panied by a dig·nified and uncompromising course of policy, 
which has conspicuously marked your Excellency's administra
tion in Upper Canada, we are irresistibly led to attribute the 
present deplorable condition of the British and Irish inhabitants 
of this province to a weak and vacillating policy, so directly op
posite to that pursued by your Excellency. 

We, therefore, deeply sympathise with the inhabitants of our 
~ister province on the loss they will so universally feel on the 
occasion of your Excellency's departure. 

In respectfully offering our sincere wishes for your Excellency's 
future happiness, and that of Lady Head and family, we feel 
that we speak the sentiments of the whole body of Constitu
tionalists in this district, in expressing the hope, nay the con
viction, that your valuable talents will ever be enlisted in behalf 
of these provinces, and that the important services you have 
already rendered to Upper Canada, and the empire at large, will 
receive that well merited rewat·d-the approbation of our most 
gracious and beloved Queen. 

(Signed) 
Province of Lower Canada, 

Quebec, 24th Feb., 1838. 

Sm, 

A. STUAR.T, Chairman. 
W. BRISTON, Secretary. 

Montreal, 13th March, 1838. 

.A large and respectable meeting of citizens, who long to 
testify their grateful admiration of the talent, firmness, and in
teg-rity which have uuiformly distinguished your brief but event
ful administration of the government of Upper Canada, has 
deputed us to inquire, whether you will so far gratify and honour 
them as to accept of a public dinner during· your anticipated 
presence in Montreal. 

We have the honour to be, 
"\Vith the highest consideration and r~spect, Sir, 

Your most obedient anti faithfnl servants, 
(Signed) PETER M'GILL, 

JOHN MoLSON, 

t.ro Sir F. B. Head, Bt., AnA~r THoM. 
&c. &c. 
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Toronto, March 19 , 1838. 
GENTLEMEN, 

It has afforded me unexpected gratification to learn 

from your letter of the 13th instant~ which I have this mo

ment received~ that a large and respectable body of the 

citizens of Montreal have done me the honour to invite me 

to a pnblic dinner during my presence in Montreal. 

I beg you will be so good as to offer to the gentlemen 

who have evinced such a desire my sincere thanks for this 

flattering testimony of their good opinion, which I can 

truly assure them I most sensibly appreciate; at the same 

time I request they will do me the additional favour of 

permitting me to express a desire not to avail myself of 

their obliging invitation to a public dinner. 
On retiring from this government I shall, to the utmost 

of n1y ability, continue to render to the Canadas every 

assis1ance in my power; but I trust~ on reflection~ you will 

agree with me in the opinion that~ on my journey to Eng

land~ I should in no place do anything that can tend 

directly or indirectly to agitate a discussion of any of those 

que tions in which the people of the Canadas, as well as 

myself, feel so deeply interested. 
I haye the honour to be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble servant 
(Signed) F. n. I-lEA[). 

The lion. Peter M'Gill. 

Sr , 

John l\1olson, Esq. 
Adam Thom, Esq. 

Quebc~, 22d March, 1838. 

The citizens of Quebec, being desirous of marking their 
sense of your Excellency's character and services during· the 

c 
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eventful period of your government of Upper Canada, have, at a 
public meeting, convened at the Exchange on Wednesday the 
21st instant, resolved that a public entertainment should be given 
for that object in this city, and that your Excellency should be 
inviterl thereto, should it be your intention to visit Quebec prior 
to )OUr return to England. 

In carrying- this resolution into effect, the undersigned com
mittee have now the honour of requesting· your Excellency to 
accept a public dinner on the part of the citizens of Quebec, on 
any day which may suit your Excellency's convenience after your 
arrival in this city. 

A duplicate of this letter has been forwarded to Kingston ad
dressed to your Excellency. 

We have the honour to be 
Your Excellency's most obedient humble servants, 

(Signed) CHAs. F. AYLWIN, 

T. N. STAYNER, 

J. CHARLTON .FISHER, LL.D. 
His Excellency Sir F. B. Head, Bt., 

&c. &c. &c. 
Jliontreal. 

To His Excellency Sm F. B. HEAD, Bt., &c. &c. &c. 

MAY JT PLEA.SE YouR ExcELLENcY, 

We, her Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the officers, 
non-commissioned officers-, and privates of the five battalions of 
Montreal Loyal Volunteers, cannot allow your Excellency to 
depart from yonr government of the province of Upper Canada 
without expressing- to you our hig·h admiration of your Ex
cellenc) 's uprig·ht, uncompromising·, and constitutional adminis
tration of the dutie::; of your exalted and important office. 

In presuming to address your Excellency as volunteer soldiers, 
we feel assured, by the noble example 'vhich has been so lately 
exhibited to 11s by your Excellency, that om sentiments will, in 
your bosom, meet a sympathetic feeling· of ardent loyalty to our 
beloved Queen, and of undeviating adherence to the g-lorious 
institutions of our father-laud, ol whic:h it was unquestionably 
designed that we should have the happiness, in this remote 
corner of the British empire, to eujoy the ample blessings. 
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In your Excellency's administration of the affairs of Upper 
Canada, as well as in that of your gallant predecessor, our es
teemed Commander-in-chief, we joyfully recognise that rejection 
of hollow expediency, and that adherence to pure and sterling 
principle, which at once check the aspirings of restless and de
structive innovation, and give hig·h and expanding hope and 
energy to the supporters of institutions based upon true patrotism, 
and cemented by the wisdom and experience of ages. 

We beg to express our undoubting· confidence in your Ex
cellency's desire to impress upon the councils of our most gracious 
Sovereign the importance of seizing upon the present opportunity, 
so happily afforded, of making this province what it always 
should have been, a British colony ; and to convey to our be
loved Queen our earnest desire to be emancipated from the 
dominion of a race which has proved itself the enemy of British 
settlement in this province, of British improvement, of British 
Jaws and institutions, and of British connexion. 

We beg to convey to your Excellency the expression of our 
sincere regret at your relinquishment of the government of Upper 
Canada at a crisis so important to the best interests of that noble 
province, and of our heartfelt wishes for your happiness, aud for 
that honour and promotion at the hands of our most gracious 
Sovereign which your Excellency's patriotism so eminently de

serves. 
Montreal, 12th February, 1838. 

AT a Public Meeting, very numerously attended, held at the 
News-room in the City of Saint John, on Thursday, the 22d 
Day of March, 1838, his worship the :Mayor in the Chair,

Ou motion of Mr. Peutelow :-
Resolved unanimously-That this meeting has a high sense 

of the inestimable advantages which have accrued to the Canadas 
and the other Briti~h American possessions by the administra
tion of Sir Francis Bond Head, Bart., late Lieutenant-Governor 
of Upper Canada-

Resolved unanimously-That, entertaining· a lively hope that 
Sir Francis Bond Head may pass throug·h this city on his return 
to Eng·land, this meeting deems it an indispensable duty that 
some distinguished_ tribute of respect be paid to him by the loyal 
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inhabitants of Saint Johu, and that therefore he be invited to a 
public dinner to be given him on that occasion. 

Resolved-That. a committee of management be appointed to 
prepare the same, and obtain subscriptions. 

On motion of the Hon. Judge Parker:-
Resolved unanimously-That his Excellency, Sir John Harvey, 

our hig·hJy,respected Lieutenant-Governor, be invited as a guest 
on the occasion. 

Resolved nnanimously-That the lion. Colonel MacNab, 
Speaker of the House of Assembly of Upper Canada, be also 
invited as a guest, in the event of his being in this province on 
his way to Eng·land. 

Resolved-That his Worship the Mayor, H. B. Smith, Esq., 
collector of her Majesty's customs, and \Villiam H. Street, Esq., 
be a committee to proceed to Fredericton for the purpose of con
veying the aforesaid resolutions to Sir Francis Bond Head, his 
Excellency Sir John Harvey, and Colonel MacNab. 

(Signed) RoBERT J. HEADHAM, ChaiTman. 

At a Public Meeting of the Magistrates, Merchants, and prin
cipal Inhabitants of the County of Gloucester, held at the 
Court-house, in Bathurst, New Brunswick, on Monday, the 
2nd day of April, 1838, William End, Member of the House 
of Assembly, called to the Chair:-

It was resolved unanimously-That the province of New 
Brunswick should cordially unite in those sentiments of admira
tion and respect whi<:h have been so enthusiasticn.lly expressed 
by the loyal people of Upper Canada towards Sir Francis Bond 
Head, their late Lie11tenant-Governor. 

Resolved unanimously-That to support and strengthen the 
power and influence of the Government in these colonies should 
be the paramount duty of every man who appreciates the im~ 
portance of British connexion, ami desires to be protected by 
British laws; and that the political opinions of Sir Franeis Bond 
Head, expressed during his residence in Upper Canada, are 
warmly responded to by the loyal people of this province, and 
regarded as a code, happily conducive to the honour and dignity 
of jhe Crown, as well as the safety and welfare of the people. 

Resolved unanimously-That the unshaken fidelity with which 
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the constitutional rights of the Crown and the subject were 
maintained by Sir Francis Bond Head during his administration 
of the government of Upper Canada; his sagacity in detecting 
and disappointing the specious de~igns of pretended patriots; his 
firmness in overturning the less dang·erous attempts of open re
bellion, and the confidence with which, on two memorable (lCCa
sions, he intrusted the best interests of the colony to the g·ood 
se use of its freeholders and the gallantry of its militia, justly 
entitle him to the everlasting· gratitude of her Majesty's faithful 
subjects in every part of British America. 

Resolved unanimously-That, while the removal of Sir Francis 
Bond Head from the government of Upper Canada must be 
deeply lamented by those who nobly rallied round him in the 
day of agitation and rebellion, this meeting is :not without a 
cheering· hope that the lmowledge which he has acquired of the 
true character of her Majesty's colonial subjects, when com
municated to the Imperial Parliament, may convince the British 
nation that the great mass of the people of these colonies, loyal 
in feeling and in conscience, consider it their :enviable distinc
tion to form a part of the British empire, and turn with abhor
rence from those who would make these last retreats of suffering 
loyalty a land of aliens from the British Crown. 

Resolved unanimously-That the people of the county of 
Gloucester, deerniug it their bounden duty to adopt the senti
ments of the aforegoing resolutions, are desirous of publicly de
claring their feelings towards Sir Francis Bond Head and the 
loyalists of Upper Canada; aud that these resolutions be signed 
by the chairman, and transmitted by him to his Excellcney Ma~ 
jor-General Sir John IIarvey, our esteemed Lieutenant-Go
vernor, with an humble request that he may be pleased to com
municate them to Sir Francis Bond Head. 

(Signed) WILLIAM END, Chairman. 
Bathurst, New Brunswick, 

April 2nd, 1838. 

Besides the above, I have a small volume of addresses, 

which~ I received on my departure from the people through-
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out all the districts of Upper Canada, to all of which ad
dresses I gave the following reply, verbally explaining to the 
respective deputations that, feeling it to be my duty not to 
write anything on the subject of my retirement from the 
government of the province which could tend to agitate that 
question, I had resolved to give but one answer to whatever 
valedictory addresses I might receive. 

Copy of Gene'l'al Answer. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I SINCERELY thank the inhabitants of , for 
the very gratifying expressions respecting my administration 
of the government of this province which arc containe m 
their Address. 

I London: Printed_l>y W. CLOWES and SoNs,_Stamford·street. 
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