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It isa great misfortune to have an Emperor under whom all
things are forbidden and criminal ; but a still greater, to have
one, under whom all things are allowed. For in the former
case, injustice proceeds from an individual ; butin’ the latter,
the oppressors are innumerablé and continually changing.  All
who then acquire a momentary ascendancy, become tyrants,

the more eager that their power should be felt, as they know
its duration will ks short, Speech of M. Junius.




NERVA,

4 COLLECTION OF PAPERS PUBLISHED IN
THE MONTREAL HERALD.

“The thing which is, is that ‘which batb Bem
arzd there is no new thing under the fun.”.

IRE LAND, in 1798, by the vigour and
firmnefs of the administration of Lord
WESTMORLAND, had feen tranqulhty fucceed
to disturbance. The feditious in office were
deprived of their employment..—The agents of
disaffection were reftrained and punifthed, and
the executive acted upon the juft convition, that
to temporise with the turbulent would be to en-
courage them. :

At this period, Earl Fitzwilliam succeeded to
the vice-royalty, who probably with an intention
of conc111atmg every refraftory {pirit, and of re-
moving every obstacle to unanimity, adopted a
courfe of measures diametrically oppofite to thofe
of the former viceroy. He reftored to higher
offices thofe who bad been displaced, and feemed
to consider thofe who had fallen under the lafh
of the former adminiftration, as peculiarly entitled
do preferment under bim : forgetful that alts of
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Government fhould be permanent, consistent,
and refpeted, although Governors might be
temporary : forgetful alfo thit to single out, as
obje&s of particular préference,’ perfons particu-
larly obnoxious in-his predecéflor’s administration
would be to render the cenfure of the executive
in future, a {ubje&t of contempt, and that subse-
quent governors, by following his example W,QP.!d..
betaught to consjder ‘his" eéhsure ‘as a matter of
indifference, if fiof a' cause for advancement.

Yet Earl Fitz-william’s meafures, however pro-
mising, in {peculation;=failed to produce the de-
sired effect in their execution. Hg met with no.,
gratitude from thofe he promoted, and no sup-
port from the partizans of their ancient cabals :
the former, with. natural {elf complacency, im=
puted'their advancement to the neceflity felt by
government for their services ; the latter, to its
timidity or weaknefs.. The_latter therefore con- .
sidered this first. fuccefs as an earncft of tuture
fortune, when they alfo fhould make themfelves
IO i

A period of diftrefs and danger fhortly after
arrived, when Ireland was menaced with imm=-
diate invasion, by a French force, and was the
aufpicious season chosen by t .is patriotic band, - -
{n.ost of whom had been reftored to their offices -
and many of w..om were members of the Irifh -
houfe of commons) for the great difplay of their -
talents, and the chief exertion of their firength,-
in opposing the wifhes and designs of govern- .
ment. Headed by a party leader, who, like the -
demagogues of fome modern republics, could

. | - {hous -
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fhout for rights, while he was intent on fubverting -
all rfghts but his own, and who imputed all the
misfortunes which took place in -the Irifh infur-
rections, wholly to the meafures adopted by go- -
vernment in quelling them, * thefe worthy Le-
giflators discarded the idea of labouring to refto-
re tranquility to their country, or of giving effect
to the exertions making for irs defence, and even
insinuated that they ought not to engage in wars,
occasioned by interests in whicia they had no
participatibn. Grievances were the ~aly fubje&
of their: laudable investigation, and this call was
publithed to all manner of perfons ¢ Come unto
us.all ye that are beavyladen and obtain redrefs.”’+
After fuch an invitation, it could rot be suppofed
that caufes of complaint would femain long undif-
covered ; and indeed an abundant harvest of gri-
evances of rapid and luxuriant growth {foon ripe-
ned before them-—among such a set of men, could
grievances be long wanting, while the King en-
joyed prerogatives, the nobles held privileges, or
the yudges poflefled independence? By turns we-
re all these subjected to their zealous -and loyal
animadversion, -

It was now perceived that a recourse to for-
mer vigorous meafures, a departure from which
had been produétive of so much inconvenience,
could alone be consistent with security! that a
body of men intent ouly on rendering all autho-
rity fubservient to their own, and attacking at

once

# See fpeeches in the Irifh Houfe of Commons.
+ See Proceedings in Dublin 1n 1798-_
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onee the prerogative of the Crown, the dlgnhy
of the Upper Houfe, and the independence of
the Judiciary, could be kept in order only by

the resiftance, and not by the conceflions of the ‘
executive. That to silence the most clamorous

by grants of power or place, would be to raife
up an endlefs succeflion of new claimaints of e-

qual avidity, and that no Government can ex-

pe& to have faithful fervants, if the path of fedi-

tion be the road to preferme'at‘ and if it

lavifhes its best rewards on thofe who have

mofit eﬁe&ually obstructed its meafures. It was '

considered that raising his enemies to power,
had coft Charles the rst his kingdom ; that the
concellions of Louis the 16th to tie national

convention, were the caufe ‘of his ruin ; and that °
rulers to be long loved muft alfo be feared— -
Vi hoever is feared by none, can prote@ none,

and what motive can exift for attachment to a
Government incapable of affording prote&ion.
NERVA.

N. B. As the consideration of Irifh affairs of

recent date is not without mterest it will bC 8 .
mmed occasionally,

March, 181 3
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®The thing which is; is that which hath been, and
there is no new thing under the fun.”’ |

- /M FTER the'lapfe of a twelvemonth, during

which indifpofition has allowed no extrane-

ous concerns, tomingle with perfonal {ufferings,

we feel with returning health, a renewal of the in-
tere(t excited by the fituation of others, and Ner-
va, according to promife, refumes the confiders

‘ation of Irith affairs. i

The enlightened and judicious biographer of
the younger Pitt; beftows fevere and unqualified
cenfure on the adminiftration of Ireland under
Earl Fitz-William, while the friends of the latter
have endeavored to palliate the errors they could
not deny, and to juftify his motives where tiey
could not juftify his meafures. But we as politi-
cal enquiries, ought only to examine his conduct
to determine whether the blame of his cenfors be
merited or unjuft ; for of his metives we muft e-
ver remain in ignorance, and were they even'
known to us, they are confiderations with which
we could have no concern, becaufe the fubje&
of our enquiry is not the chara&er of the man,
but the condu¢t of the ruler. We ask not what
were his infentions, but whether his meafures
were judicious, and whether at the time of
their adoption men ot information and refle&ion
in Ireland,confidered them as calculated to produce

as

4
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advantage or injury ? Whether Counsellots,
grown grey in the fervice of their country, ad-
vifed and appreved them, or iwhether with pre-
famptuous confidence in his perfonal knowledge
 he rejeted the epinions of the well informed, to
follow t'e fuggeftions of his own incapacity ?
And whether he facrificed or endangered, for the
vain, fpecious, and delufivé mockery of an, un-
founded & tranfient popularity, the real interefts
of his king and the future tranquility of his
country ? : o | :
_ By thefe tefts, as the only. fair criteria, let us
form our opinions of the Viceroy, and we thall
have nothing to fear from the influence of pre-
pofleflion orof error. =~ . . . . |
.. Between two fyftems of governniént propofed
for adoption; theorifts may: often find it dificult
to determine the claims to preference ; becaufe
the peculiar defe@s of each may be compen-
fated by peculiar advantages ; _but where a {yftem
O government is already eftablithed, there are
certain rules for its exercife;, from which the ex-
Pperience of practical politicians will pronounce
Il deviation to be improper and hazardous. Of
thele rules, the moft univerfally admitted is, that
all changes fhould be gradual, not abrupt, fhould
‘be neczflary, not experimental.—But Farl Fitz-
V' llliam begar} his innovations upon his entrance
1nto office; withour waiting to aicertain whether
1 ord Weftmoreland’s meafures were adapted to
the {ituation of thecountry, without indeed know-
Ing wiat the fituation of the country required ;
orwhether. fudden cuange, even from whatmight

Orl=
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originally havebeen improper, would notproduced
greater evil than that which it thould be intended
to corret. His proper path had indeed been
n}arked out for him, and every obftru&ion and
difficulty removed by Lord Weftmoreland, whofe
labours had they been turned to advantage, would
have enabled his fucceffor to purfue with perfec
cafe and fafety, a courfe at once confiftent with

his own honor, and with the digrity of his gov=-

ernment.  Yet thefe advantages were overlooked
or lefpifed by the Farl who, like fome rulers, in
whom vanity has predominated over judgment,
difdained to governin any refpe&, according to
the prefcription or example of another In con-
fequence, he was {peedily furrounded by men of
principles, avowedly inimical to the juft and long
eftablithed prerogatives of the crown, who were
the objects of his peculiar notice, and moft gra-
ciouily received at his table and his court. Situ=-
ations of truft and power were accumulated upon
individuals unknown before in departments of
ftate, and incapable, as well as regardlefs of the
performance of their official duties, while their
rapacity was fo infatiable, as to force from the un-
willing viceroy himielf, the obfervation, that if
England and Ireland were given to them as ef-
tates, they would ask for the Ifle of Man as a
kitchen garden.

A viceroy withthe afliftance of afliociates, de-
pendants, and companions of so unufual a caft,
it would be natural to expect would differ in prin-
ciple and in a&tion from moft reprefentatives of
Royalty. /And the event fully juflified the expec-

B tatien.
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tatiol. ~ The conciliation of the worthlefs became
his ptimary object and conceflion was confidered
the principal means. _
In this fpirit, diffaffefion was in fome cafes
fuffered to purfue fts work unmolefted ; and in
others where the fertence of the law had been
formaily pronounced, the punithment was remit-
¢ed in a manner which expofed the admini tration

of juftice to obloquy 2nd induced the ignorant to

confider all reftraints upon licentioufnefs as a&te
of oppreflion. 'We lamént that he was not aware
that in times of difficulty, to leffen the Majefty of
the laws, isto endanger the rights of the throne,
which he was fert to defend ; & to fubvert the {o-
cial order which he was bound to fupport. We
lament alfo that hé had no friend at hand to fug-
gefl to him, and no reflexion to convince him,
that conciliation is not the neceflary confequence
of concefliori: The leffons of hiftory, or a know-
Jedgeé of the human heart would equally fhow
that they are feldom caufe and effect. All whe
from principle are interefted in the prefervation
‘of the power or dignity of government, muft feel
irritated by conceflions in favour of turbulence ot
{edition ; and the favour of a few heartlefs adher-
ents, would-be dearly purchafed by the facrifice
of the good opinion of the enlizktened and the
loyal. He who carries his {yftem of conceflion
{o far as to fdcrifice or offend friends of tried fidel-
ity, for the acquifition of doubttul of dangerous
adnerents, may if he pleafes dignify his condudt
by ti.¢ name of cornciliation, but will not have
~muchcause to tejoice in its refult, or to cangratu-
late

g P
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-late hi mfelf upon the effe@s of his increaiiig o5
pularity. He may indeed be ufed by the people
as a tool for a time, but will certainly be thrown
alide even by his greateft admirers, as wanting
edge or power ; the moment the faCtion he h:s
rotected and advanced fhall find him unwil-
Eng or unable to promote the intsreflts of a dif-
organizing democracy ; or in otber words fhall
find him unable or unwilling to aid in deftroy-
ing the legitimate rights of the crown.
Wiether the viceroy was influenced by feel-
ings of perfonal refentment, of contempt, or
of envy, towards his vigorous and energetic
- predeceflor, or whether his conduél was the re-
fult of timidity, the biograpier does not fay ;
but allows him to make his ele€tion between the
two imputations of malevclence or of weaknefs.
The adminiftration of the Earl thus commen-
ced was continued in a manner which evinced
that alteration was at leaft one of its objects ;—
Whether improvement was another muft be left
to the difcovery of his friends, for we are {orry
to flate, that our refearches have, as yet leh
us, without information in that partlcvlar.

NERVA.

thregl, Feb, 20, 1814,
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[No. IIL]

““ Fhe thing which is, is that which bath been,
and there is no new thing under tbe fun. For
the children of Belial went up againft the inhab-
itants of Mount Sier, ana when they bhad made
“an end of Mount Seiry they all helped to defiroy

one another.”

NERVA again, relu®tantly, but as a daty, re-
sumes the confideration of the misfortunes
and troubles in Ireland—fubjects ill calculated
to afford fatiffaction ; but, as a check to our
diflike of diftrefling topics, we may reflect that
the draught which contributes moft to health
is often leaft pleafant to the tafte, and that the
contemplation and injuftice of paft times, may
not be unaccompanied with advantages.

In the moft celebrated convention of Ireland,
known by the name of the Back Lane Parlia-
ment, a falfe and acrimonious libel was drawn
up againft the eftablithed authorities, which
they fiyled apetition to His Majefty, and caul-
ed to be prefented as fuch by five of their deleg-
ates.
In the public affemblies of the fame country
“the feditious few, who ruled and guided the
minds of the ignorant many, by exciting and
flimulating the jealoufies of the envious, the

- projedts of the ambitious, and the fears of the
-
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unprincipled, raifed a general outery in favor
of change, and the fubverfion of an ancient
order. It would be difficuit to persuade the cau-
tious and refleCting, that alteration neceffarily
implies reformation ; and they woulid be care-
ful never to confound change with improvement
—Yet change will always poffefs atiractions for
the multitude, becaufe in their apprenenfions
it will always feem to promife wealth to the
pocr, dignity to the mean, and auLhorlty to the
weak.

But it requires no puny effort to effect a
change and overturn the eftablithed order of
things ; to feize for the profligate the accumu-
lations of the indufirious, and inveft the vile
with the dignities of honour, in governments,
where the courts of Juftice, witha firm and
fteady hand, oppofe the progrefs of confufion
_and innovation, The bond of fociety within
itfelf, the tie which connets foreign mations
with each other, the fource of fecurity to the
~ weak againft the encroachments of the ftrong,
‘the chara&eriftic which diftinguifhes the civili-
zed from the savage, the {fupport of erder, pow-
er, dlgmty happinels and independance, either

exilh in, or are formed, foftered, proteted
and encouraged by the admi mﬂ;ratlon of juftice.
This was feen felt, and underftoed, by the fe-
ditious in Ir e]and zmd to remove fo formldable
a barrier to the promotion of their views, they
formed the defign (a defign wild in conception,
great in extent, infamous in principle, and
huardods in executlon) of cummdtmg not a

Sfinkte
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_/Z?'}gld’ Judge, not a fingle court, but, in ore if«-
diicriminate and undiftinguithed mals, a//the
courts of juftice in the kingdom of Ireland. (a)
It is a rational curiofity which prompts us,
even where evils will not admit of remedy, to
enquire from what caufe they f{prung, and
with what defignsthey were perpretited :—Here
littie labour of refeareh is neceflary to obtain the
information. In the univerfality of this pro-
seription we difcover its obje&. Its caufe, ob-
ie&, and tendency, could be but “ ONE AND
iNDpivisieLe,”  Or if thofe who have charity
even more than fufficient to cover all their fins,
and who will never fuppofe improper or crim-
inal motives for the commifficn of any atrocity
however flagrant,—could poffibly imagine its
caufe and obje@ to have other than revenge and
anarchy,—its tendency would fill remain unal-
tered. , |
Ireland has long, and we believe juftly, been
confidered the country of bold adventure and
original charaéter ; and we confider this {peci-
men

-

(a) The chancellor of Ireland, Lord Clare, at the conclusion of
a speech which has been characterized as being © not only a
¢ masterly display of manly and im, ressive cloquence, but us-a
“ monument of genvine pat-lotism,” observes, that the Irish
“ had lately had recourse to a new revolutiona'y engine,  Whef
¢ it was found that the protection ufforded to the witnesses, ma-
+ gistrates, and jurors, ensured and established the operation
« of the laws, a scheme was devised to aluse the admimstra-
¢ \jop of justice. Ilvery mun concerned 11 thut administration
“ wwas held up as the most corrupt, tyrannical, and profligate
48 of characters; the tiuth was perverted, the most seandalous
‘« p.isrepresentations were muade of the eandeet of  the Courts,
¢ g the whole ferce of the union wes heni 0 prapugule these

‘ﬁ:.!se hooei_s.”
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men of licentioufnefs, which was at that time
wit::out precedent or parallel in any other coun<

try, asat once original and advent’rous. In other

countries confufion has been introduced by flow
and often imperceptible gradation : but the I~
rith cnthusiaftsgprefled it onwards with “fuch a
blaze of impudence, as had never glared upon
the world before ” In other countries the pios
neers to the army of miflrule were contented to
begin their attack upon order, by lopping off
the young and tender fhoots ; but in Irelind

they boldly applied the axe. at once to the maf=.

{y and venerable trunk. Yet we would not re-
commend the plan for imitation—for it has now
loft the merit of originality, without becoming
more ealy of accomplithment—it exhibits too
wide a range of hoftility, for the ex>rtion of
concentrated vigour. It thows too furious a
rage to injure, notto call forth in oppofition,
the energies of the virtuous, and to roufe into
action even the meekneis of the peaceful.

Could the Party Leaders inIreland imagine,

that the men of {fober reafon & calm refle@ion,
in any country,would be induced to believe, that
all knowledge of the laws, and alllove of juftice,

had, on a fudden, forfaken the courts, their-

proper {fanQuary, in order to €nlighten and to
purify the minds of the evil or the illiterate ?
Could the reflecting imagine, that he “ whofe
grace palleth all underftanding,” had in an in-
ftant beftowed upon his ele@, the Democrats of
Ireland, that wifdom,. which, to lefs favoured
mortals, comes but as the fruit of ftudy, or the

| ' les=
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leffon of experience ? Could tiey fuppose that
Heaven, after having hardened in its wrath, the
hearts of the Irith Judges, had fent its < my ftic
dove,” to fettle on the heads of the faGious ? (4)
Would not the judicious and confiderate, on

the contrary, be induced to believe, thit thofe
“whofe character and fortune are at ftake ; whofe
aim in {cience is not to fubferve tb,é interefls of
~an individual, but to promote the tommon good
and dire&t t"'e general courle of juftice: whofe
tyranny could procure for themfelves no perfon-
al advantage ; wiofe [ituation leaves them no-
thing to hope, but every thifigto fear, from in-
furreion and difturbance,—would not, we re-
peat, the judicious and confiderate believe, that
fuch men were entitled to ¢onfidénce and defer-
ving of attachment ?  Would they not fee with
alarm, by chara&ters of what caft it was defirzd,
to fupply the places, which thofe who then held
them, had fo long and fo worthily filled? And
would they not look with contempt or abhor-
rence, upon the clamours or accufations of thofe
who were without chara&er or fortune to be
loft ; or whofe aims in fcience were merely felf-
ith and venal ; or to whom change only héld out
profpes of good, withouta counterpoife-in the
fears ofevil ? Such, there can beno doubt, would
‘be the feelings of the wife ; and {uch were, in
Ireland, the feelings of all who were honorable
in rank, eminent in learning, and reipectable
in worth. But they confidered it their duty

's. ar not

[b] These are my beloved childrenis whom I am well pleds

e R e e e e T R
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not to confine their fentiments and approbat ion
within their own breafts. They came publicly

forward to refcue from undeferved afperfions,

the entire body of the judiciary, compofed of
men, whom paft fervices had entitled to grati-
tade, whom experience had taught wildom,

whomage had rendered venerable—or for whom

talents and worth had fecured high and peculiar

eftimation. The Corporations, Grand- Juries,
Nobility, and Gentry, vied with each otier in
addrefles ; fome intended for the throne, and
others prefented at the judicial fittings, expref-
{ive of their refpectand confidence in their courts,
their equal attachment to the laws, and their
adminiftration ; and their earneft defire, by ev-
ery exertion, to give ftrengtn and permanence
to both. '

Let us hope—not with the confidence of fol-
ly, but with the diffidence of the wile, ever rea-
dy for new exertions, if new calls {hould
make them neceffary—that their virtuous ef-
forts may not prove ineffeGtual—that their pat-
riotic withes may not be difappointed—and
that woen peace from foreign enemies fhall a-
gain wave her ¢ glad Olive” over the fons of
Erin—the machinations of inteftine foes may
not difturb their enjoyment of the bleflings of
domeftic tranquility.

NERVA.

Noe.
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[No. IV.]

“ The thing wbhich is, is that wbich bath beey,
85 there is no new thing under the Sun.”

P} ERVA has written of the “ days of other
% years,” (to ufe the expreflion of a Poet,
(@) of the firft among nations in learning and
in virtue) and under the repeated affurances, that
his fpeculations have not been uninterefting, he
offers a continuation of his obfervations upon
Irifh affairs  In the laft aumber, {ome zilufions
were made to that convention known in Ireland
by the name of tie “ Back Lane Parliameat,”
and with fome conjeCtures refpecting tiis body
the prefent number will commence. |
Let us fuppofe that the Sack Lane Parliament,
(which we will charitably imagine to have been
at leaft as good as the loig Parliament, or taat
which was known by t.ediftinguithedappellation
of the Rump Parliament in England) had been
the third branch of the Legiflature in Ireland,
and as fuch had pafled an act which it had fent
for concurrence to the upper houfe. If appro-
ved of by the Lords, it would probably have
become a law, as the benevolence of his Majefty
has rarely difappointed the wifhes of the reft of
the legiflature—and there would in that cafe be
no doubt of its propriety. If rejected by the
Lords, let us fuppofe the Back Lane Parliament
| tQ
. (a) Ossian,
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to have refolved, that the reje&ticn was a violas
tion of their conftitutional rights and privileges,
and an additional proof of the utilit y of the aét.
In this cafe, alfo, it is clear, by the refolution

stfelf, that the act would be proper. The ap--

_probation of the Lords, then, being a2 mere mat-
ter of form, fince their rejeGion would of it-
felf be fufficient to (how that they ought to have
approved ; this conclufion irrififtibly follows,
that the Lords muft be a perfe@ nuifance, a ufe-
lefs incumbrance, a clog in the wheels of the
legiflature, and that the whole authority, to e-
nact laws ought to be vefted in the Back Lane
Parliament. " Let us fuppofe the Back 1 ane
Parliament to have made an addrefs to the Vice-

roy of Ireland, defiring the performance of fome -

aét of the executive. If the defire fhould be
complied with ; the Parliament would of courfe
be fatiffied ofits propriety. Ifcompliance fhould
be refufed by the viceroy ; let us fuppofe the
Parliament to refolve (as was done in the time
of the unfortunate Charles L) that fuch refufal
was a violation of their conftitution and privile-
ges ; here aga'in we thould fee, that they only
defired what was proper: and from this laft re-
folution we thould learn that the viceroy ought
to be “a flave to their power & a fervant to their
will.” (But this could excite no furprife, as he
had indeed on " many occafions fhown himf{clf
their fei‘_vaqt ; regardlefs of the interefts of his
mafter ; carclefs of the permanent fecurity of
the country over which he prefided, and defi-
TQus only of fecuring te appearance of tranquil-

ityj

A L



( an)

ity during his own adminiftration, at the'es-
pence of the reputation of all who had preceded ;
and at the facrifice of the peace of all who thould
fucceed him,) and under thefe two refolutions it
would become perfe@ly plain, that the Back
Lane Parliament fhould be invefted with t'e
whole Legiflative autiority and the whole exe-
q:u.tive power. Let us then {fuppofe both obje&s
gained, and the the Back Lane Parliament, ar-
rayed 1n all the Majefty of terror, “to reign, fu-
preme, unbounded, and alone.” Could we
then alfo f{uppofe (a fuppofition, in fuch a cafe
neceflary for the fecurity of the people of Ireland)
that the individuals compofing this numerous
allembly would have no views of private ambi-
tion to satiffy at the expence of the public ; nor
friends to advance by the ruin of others ; nor
refentments to gratify ; nor avarice to fatiate ;
nor {ycophants to deceive, nor paffions to miflead
them ? Could we tiien alfo fuppofe that ¢ ftand-
mg at a guard with envy,” & guided only by tHe
pure and fteady influence of reafon and of vir-
tue, the members of this Parliament would {eek
no other obje& than the common good ? In
tie hiftory of modern France a clear, although
no cheering, light has been fhed upon this {fub-
jec, a light which has fpread alarm as far as civ-
ilization extends. Aidedbythis,we have not now
to learn that oppreflion of the people may come
from the people itfelf, as well as'from the throne,
and that of all fovereign oppreflors, the moft
bloody, ferocious and tyrannical, has been the
{cvereign people. Should we then fee with pre-

fCil=
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ten”ed alarm'y & {heould we canvafs with metap=
Lyiical fubtlety, every right that has been exercis
fed on the part of the crown, and fhould we not
behold with real amazemert and terror, the gi-
gantic and far more dangerous firides of popular
authority ? Should an inceflant and deafen=
mg outcry Dbe raifed” at the flighteft fuppofed
violation of the rights of an individual, even
wiiere aiifing from’ inevitable neceffity —and
fhould we perceive with calm and ftoieal indif-
ference the execution of a regular and fyftemat-
1c plan for covering with obloquy, or contempt,
every {alutary exertion of power; either civil or
military ? | i
The time has now gone by in which royalty
has been looked upon asa caufe of injuftice, or
an object of dread. It is the certain, and almoft
tiie only ‘fource of domeftic peace, and of per-
manent and regular authority ; and the fole Hb-
je of NErva, in his difquifitions upon paft
titnes, hasbeen to induce the worthy and en-
lightened to confider anew [for it muft have of-
ten occupied their attention already] whether
by a firmer, {teadier, & mere vigorous exertion
of regal power, many of the evils with which
~ tiie world lias been vifited might not have been
avoided. 'Tlie great body of the people in all
countries, when left to themfelves, are quiet,
harmlefs and inoffenfive.  We believe no peaf-
antry are poflefled of more virtues than thofe of

Ireland —But, unfortunately like other peafs -

antry, they are compofed of materials, which
may be wrought to the commiffion of every a-
i ‘ -
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trocity. They are neceffarily ignorant for want
qf time, and of means to obtain information ;——
taey are credulous, becaufe ignorant—and chan-
geable and inconfiftent, becaufe credulous ; and
being thus ignorant, credulous, and changeable,
the arrful may impofe upon them ; the facrious
may irritate, and Jacobins miflead them.—Tre-
land repelled foreign invafion; bat the expu'iion
of foreign enemies is no proofof tranquility a
home—if it were, we migi:it hail, as halevon
days, the times of Cromwell or of Robhc!pierre.
Ireland repelled foreign invafion, and yet an at-
tempt was made to aflaflinate thie Lords Juftco
Fitzgibbon and Fofter at the inftigation of ihe
Jacobins.

Jacobinifm has been defined to be the revolt
of the enterprizing talents of a country aguinit
its property and its order. When the delibera-
tive affemblies of a ftate do not make changes on
account of crimes ; but make crines, or acciun
ons on account of chaages that are delired :
none of too {oft and ealy beneveolence imagine,
that in politics, becaufe good is the profciicd
obje&, good isthereiore the defired end. L
aflzffin warns not his intended victim bziore e
firikes. = Thofe who have overturned eftablih-
ed governments, have never tbesl}g!:t if ;n@ceii-
ry to give previous notice of their deligms. it
is not the ccencealiment, but it woull be tie o-
vowal of the real intention, inthefe cales which
would excite aftonithment. ‘For expreiions
of inviolable loyalty, and attac?w;*;ept to the
crown, look at tihe refolutions of the fuft meet-

11305

o

p

-



( 24 )

ings of delegatesin America. For the ianguagé
of warm and enthufiaftic fidelity and ‘devotion
to the king, examine the proceedings of the af-
{emblies which were the nurferies of the Revo=
lution in France. 'What then is the criterion by
which we thould regulate our fufpicions ? the
an{wer is obvious—the times in which the chan-
ges are propofed, and the manners and charac-
ters ot the deliberative bodies who propofe them.
Could thofe be {aid to be actuated by patriotitm
in Ireland, who intimes of difficulty and dan-
ger, endeavored to excite jealoufies and difcon-
tents, or who endeavored to deftroy or weaken
the confidence of the public in the adminiftration
of juftice ? Shall thofe be faid to have been actu-
ated by patriotifm, in Ireland, w'.0 exulted with
ip uman joy at the profpe& of vengeance over
t eir fellow beings; or whoraved with favage
rancour to {ind treir intended victims withdrawn
from their grafp? Who in clamorous contention
for their own rights, forgot that their fuperiors
had alfo rig'ts to defend? and that thofe which
they themielves might claim, they were entitled
to, not ablolutely, feperately, and irdependant-
ly, but relatively, dependently, and in connex-
ion with the rights of others, and with their
own duties ! Sedition has too often appeared
in t.e guife of patriotifm ; treafon under the
mask of loyalty, for mere pretence to obtain
credit ;—and if the mode and tendency of a
change fhall be pernicious, and if the time when
it 1s endeavored to be effeGed, fhall increafe
the evil, and if in frantic zeal for rights, the in-

nG-
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novators {hall he regardlch'of prcppr?.et);, &eéén-a‘

¢y, and duty ;—ecvery man in his fenfes muft
fuppofe the intention to be infamous. The ju-
di’cious‘ will not be influenced by profeffions
waen they can judge by fa&s.

To find fo frequently in the records of paft
times little more than a calendar of crimes, can=
not fail to be hignly diftrefling to all the bene-
volent who feek for hiftorical infor ation. But
as ‘“ hiftory is philofophy teaching by exam-
ple,""the refle&ing may learn from the paft,
tire hittle reliance t ey ught to place upon the
prefent ; ‘and if they hope at all for the future,
they will learn with the ‘umility of devotion,
to hope with fear. To live, indeed, under the
continual dread of great evils, would be of it-
feif a heavy calamity; burto live without the
dread of them, wculd be to turn t.e danger in-
to the difafter, |

Hioftility with a foreign power may be avoid-
able and accidental—but Jacobinifin, a power
of domeftic growth, by the very condition of
its exiftcnce, by its effential conftitution. 1s in a
tate of altive, inceflant and perpetual hoftil tv
with all civilized people, and with all eftabhih-
ed governments. The virtuous from principle
—the wealthy from intere{t—the elevated from
honor—thofe in office trom gratitude—and all
from patrioti{fm, are bound to oppofe its pro-
grefs with unceafing vigilance, activity and e-
nergy-. ' 1

Let thofe who hold exiftence too burthen-
fome'upon fuch terms, who hold the profperi-

. D X
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ty of their defcendants & the good of the com-
munity of too little moment to be fecured by
conftant vigilance and unwearied exertion, lie
down in “the fleep of duft and difgrace,” and
forget their families and their country.

NERVA.

No..
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[No. V.]

“ The thing wbhich is, is that which bath been,
& there 15 no new thing under the Sun.”

T was often declared [in Ireland by the aflo-
ciates of Napper Tandy, that “ any kind

of reform might do fomething to pleafe, but no-
thing to fatisfy the people—it would pleafe, in-
afmuch as any reform once made, would make
every reform afterwards more eafy. I might
then be expelied to move on from GRADUAL
to TO 1 AL.”—Volumes have been written u-
pon the abufe of words, and the neceffity of
ufing them according to their fettled, common,
and determinate accept.tion. But fome depar-
ture from eftablithed rules in the ufe of lan-
guage ought not to excite furprife, fince we
have long ceafed to view with aftonithment, de-
viations from propriety in condudt, wherever
intereft or party is concerned. 'Ihe whole art
ufed by many demagogues to acquire popula-
rity and obtain fupport, has been _ the perpetual
ufe, and conftant mifapplication of certain terms
of magical influence ; indeed, among the illi-
tdrate and the vulgar, but to many of which,
the underftanding of the ignorant, is inadequate
to annex any accurate, precife, or definite
:dea :==Thus the name of Liberty, as proftitut-
ed by democracy, has no other ﬁgniﬁcat}ilon
than
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than licentioufnefs and anarchy. Reform be-
comes fynonimus with change or alteration,
rights ﬁgm.y freedom from all legal reftraints,
and exemption from duties patrlot——“ in de-
mocratic fenfe,’

“ Means one who labors to fupplant his prince”
One, who

¢- Maintains the multitude can never err,
¢ And feats the people in the papal chair.’

And by the multitude, or the people, is un-
derftood, not the quiet, innoffenfive, fubmiflive,
and induftrious community, who meddle with
no concerns except tieir own ;—but the dif-
contented few who are flagitioufly feeking for
power, or malignantly endeavoring tc {fubvert
it. [t ought however to be conftantly borne 1n
mind, thatin all countries the {pirit and princi-
ples of the dilcontented few, have eventually
pervaded, and will always imevitabiy pervade,
the mafs of the people, where the weaknefs or
folly of the executive has removed or leflened
‘the falutary checks of eftablithed power. And
principally, and moft fataly, will this effe&t be
produced, w. cre the imbecili lity of the executive
fhall have carelefsly fuflered, or wantonly pro-
moted, the degradation and d*fgrace of judicial
authority 3 an authority, which, as has been
thewn from the experience of ages 1n all civili-
zed countries, and in all eftablifhed govern-
ments, 1t is cffentml to preferve amongit the
ﬁrﬂ. in rank, extent, permanence, and mﬂuence

Fort*
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Fortunately for Ireland its connexion with Great
Eritain afforded hope of ultimate fecurity, and
the removal of Karl Fitz-William, although lefs
fpf:edy than was wifthed, and too late to prevent
i‘njuryi, was yet {ufficiently early to allow his
fuccefior to arreft the progrefs of evil. Let us
itrip the declaration of the affuciates of Napper
Tandy, before quoted, of the difguife which is
calculated to miflead. This may be done with
no further trouble than that of fubftituting for
tiie words ““ reform,” and ¢ people;”’ thole
which bave been mentioned as fynonimous in
the mouth of a democrafic patriot, The whole
will ti.en be unambiguous, will convey the pre-
cife meaning of the fpeakers, and will ftand
thus :— Any kind of change might do fomething
to pleafe, but nothing to fatisfy the discontented,
inafmuch as any clarge once made, would make
every change afterwards more euly. It might
then be expecied to move on, from GRADUAL
to TOTAL. In other words from partial alte-
ration to perfect revolution, whica is prefumed
to be the meaning of total change.

We gave in our laft number, a few conjectures
reipecting the Back Lane Parliament in Ireland.
et us confider in what manner this merefling &
valuable portion of the community would have
been inclined to proceed thro’ the untried and
devious ways, the intricate and perplexing ma-
zes, it bad determined to explore, in thenew

and dangerous march from gradual to total alter-

ation. INERvA has already remarked, that to
effect a change and overtura the eftablithed or-
| dep
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der of things required no weak or puny effort in
covernment, where the courts of Juftice with
a firm anl fteady hand oppcfed the progrefs of
confufion and innovation. To deftroy the pow-
er & influence, and to difgrace the character and
principles of the judiciary, would therefore be-
come an chje& of primary and indifpenfible ne-
ceflity ; and if accomplithed, it might reafonatly
be confidered as the harbinger of complete fuc-
cefs in every fubfequent attempt for th:e acqui-
{ition of power.  In all ficieties, power mufl be
placed fomewbere, and democrats well know, that
if its exercife be obftructed, or its exiflence annthi-
lated in one quarter, it muft of neceffity encreafe ei=
ther relatively or abjolutely in anciber.

- The example of thie parliaments under Charles
1t would fhow to the  people” ™ the great ad-
vantage to be derived from a new juridiction
(before whom all thould tremble, who before
had been moft fecure in integrity, talents, {tation
and credit) by {uperinducing upon tie old and
known legiflative authority of the Lower Houle
the diftin& and feparate charalter of interpreters
of the laws; and the example of the fame par-
liaments, would afferd precedents of impeach-
ments  ex mcro motu,’ without waiting for
what the patriots” might confider the ridiculous
and unneceflary formality ofprevicus complaints
or accufations. If anv lover of order fthould be
{o perverfec as to deny the propriety of fuch pro-

ceed-

WY o & Lo SN chat e {1413 . ;
We vse this word, and intend vsing all the other magieal terms

10 the true demecratic sense, according to ihe celinitions already

-_51\‘3.:;,




(1)

! s e ? * L
ceedings, the friends of “ 7eform” might ask him

if any body of men could be fo well qualified to
determine the meaning of the laws as the Lower
Houle which affifts in making them? and they
might also ask, whether any man could be fo
ftupid as not to perceive, that if complaints and
accufations muft precede impeachments, parlia-
mentary profecutions might never be inftituted
becaufe the perfons injured might wilfully and
criminally refolve never te produce any charges
againft their oppreflors ? To the advocates of
“ liberty” therefore, it would be apparent, that
the Lower Houfe ought from its own mere mo-
tion, full power, and abfolute authority, to take
upon itfelf, without the tedious preliminaries of
complaint and proof, the entire affertion and
punithment of all matters of delinquency. I'rom
this practice the friends of * /Ziberty” would de-
rive a double advantage ; the houfe by its firfk
vote might declare what was the law, and by
the next vote might eftablifh the matters of fact
how and by whom it had been violated ; and
by thefe eafy and expeditious meafures they
might avoid all the lingei’ng delay$, and endlefs
circuities, which obftru& 4nd imfizde the com-
mon and eftablithed modes of proceeding. The
friends of “ reform” would in that cafe be ena-
bled to deftroy, at once, all the refpect and def-
erence felt, by the lower orders (_W.hom they
would ftyle the long opprefled and blinded peo-
people) to thofe in authority, and would teach
them to behold with mingled horror and afton-
ithment, as their favage tyrant:and bitter ene-

' mIicsy
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mhies, thofe very perfons from whom, in what

the  patriots” would call the days of their delu-
fion, they had been accuftomed’ to expect pro-
teé’uon and juftice, and whom they had been
taught to regard with efteem and veneration —
In the minds of the ignorant populace, to tranf-
fer toe odium excited againft thofe who are velt-
ed with judicial authority, to the Sovereign from
whom that authority emanates, will always’be
ealy, and muft be the intention, as well as the
tendency, where the entire body of the judicia-
1y is attacked and perfecuted ; for, if a reform-
ation of the law itlelf, or of the eftablithed prac-
tice in its adminiftratior, be the real as well as
pretended object, it would be, with facility, at-
tainable, by a new legiflative ena@ment, with-
outa crufadeagainit tiie judges, who under their
oaths of office, adminifter juftice, to the beft of
their appre! herifio on, in con“ormny to law, au-
thority and prewdmt. But tiiis would have
been a quietand regular courfe which would
have excited no popular feeling or commotion,
and confequently would not have fatiffied the
““ palriots,” becaufe its tendency from gradual to
to total ¢ 7¢form” would neither have been ftrong
nor immediate.

One of the moft elegant and judicious hiftori-
ans, of one of the moft enlichtenzd of nations,
[2 Scotchman 1] has 1fmarLed that ¢ the Jea{ous
innovaters in the Lower tfouse under Charles
the 1st, by premoting all measures which degra-
ded those vested with auth rity from the Crown,
hoped to carry the nation from a hatr.d of their

Der-
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persons to an opposition against their office,
and by thofe means to difarm their Monarch.”
rI:lne Lower Houfe, in his reign inveighed with
bitternefs againt the cour:s, as “ arrayed in ter-
rors,” for it was not their intention that any ter-
rors fhould be felt, by the  people” fave what
the houfe itfelf might choofe to occafion. In one
of their refolves they openly told thie Lords that
““ t rey tuemlfelves were the Reprefentatives of
“ ti.e whole kingdom, and that the Peers were
nothing but individuals, who held their feats
In a particular capacity ; and therefore if their
Lordfhips would . not confent to the paffing
vof adts, which they fhould judge neceflary
for the prefervation of the people, (of which
the refufal of the Lords would prove the ne-
“ ceflity) the Commons, with fuch Lords, if
“ any, as might be willing to join them, muft
unite for that purpofe.” They alfo voted
that “when in Parliament, which they declared
“ was the fupreme Court of judicature, they
¢ {hould determine what the law of ¢he land was 3
“ to have the determinations not only queftio-
“ ned but contradiCed, was a high breach of
¢ their privileges.”” ‘And on another occafion
“ they declared that the king, {feduced by wick-
“ ed counfel, had violated the rights and privi-
¢ leges of his parliament, who in all their con-
¢ {ultations and actions, had propofed no other
¢ end than the care of his kingdoms.” They
¢ offered alfo certain conditions on which they
were willing to come to a good un lerftanding
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‘with their Sovereign ; in which they modefily
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requi-ed that no man thonld remain in the coun-
¢il w o was not agreable to them ; and that 1o
perfon fhould ve called to the Upper Houfe with-
out their approbation, nor t e prmcmal ]uugcs
appointed unlefs upon their recommendation,
and that they fhould be {uipended as often as
they became obnoxious tothe Lower ioule,
which they had, as before mentioned, voted to
the firlt court of judicature in the realm. To
thefe requiﬁtions, the worthy and unfortunate
King, who in fentiment at leaft differed widely
from Earl Fitz-William, (although in blindnefs,
weaknefs and want of judgment, a degrading
refemblance, in many inftances, might be dii-
covered between them) replied, ¢ fhould I grant
¢« thefe demands, I may be waited on bare-hea-
¢ ded ; the title of Majefty may be continued
¢ and the King’s authority may ilill be the ftyle
of your commands ; I may have {words and
maces carried before me, and pleafe myfelf
with the fight of a crown and {ceptre, (though
even thefe fwigs will not long flourith when
the ftock on which they grow is ~withered )

{3
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“ main but the outfide, the picture, fign, and

¢ {hadow of a king.”

NERVA is aware that he may be aqked why
in enquiries concermng the affairs in I elmd
he indulges himfelf in excurfive obfervations re-
fpeting the meafures of other countries and more
diftant periods ? and that he may be told, if he
allotws him{felf in one inftance, {uch a departulc
from his fubje&, he may in another, extend the

licence

but as to true and real aut! o11t} , 1 fhall re- «
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l‘icence‘ and fatigue his readers with remarks up-
on nations ’and times which have long ceafed to
.be mtemﬁmg, or have been long involved
in ob{-'cur_ity To thofe who fnay be dii’p’;ea'_
fed at the prefent, and afraid of future di-
grefiions, he can only reply—that, time, which
carries 1nto oblivion the memory of men w o
have long been numbered with the dead, ferves
alfo to remove the veil of prejudice and iilufion
from the condu&t of thefe who have more re-
cently departed. In the immediate glare of {uc-
cefs there 1s danger that what dazzles may mif-
lead In periods far remote, the light of truth
eleams too faintly through the gloom of antiqui<
ty, to imprefs with much effect. In hiftorical
difquifitions as well as in all others, the golden
mean is to be fought if practical utility be the
object propofed. And in fuch difquifitions, this
golden mean may be found, in the annals of all
countries, in all thole national occurrences which
are neither fo ancient as to difappoint tie labor
of refearch, nor{orecent as to be liable to mif-
reprefentation, from the bias or prepofieflions of
exifting and contending parties. Beyond thefe
bounds Nerva will not wander, and while he
confines his walk within them he perceives no im=
propriety in briefly advertingto thofe meafures
even of other countries, which may ferve to ex=
plain or illuftrate the intention and tffndency 0:
the proceedings of the malcontents in Irelanc.
Nerva is alfo aware, tiat he may be told that the
back lane parliament did rot proceed fo far as

the lowsr Houfe under Charles the 1ft, and that

a part
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a part of the refolutions of the latter were not ex-
prefsly voted by the former. 'To this he will an-
fwer that but a very fmall excefs on fide of the
lower houfe under Charles the 1ft will be found
in what he bas related, and that this fmall excefs
may probably be, by anticipation, an account /
of the proceedings of fome future back lane par-

Liament, in the march to 7¢furm.

NERVA.

No.
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“ The thing which is, is that wbhich bath been,
G there is 1o new thing under the Sun.” :

Let us fuppose a plan to have been long efta-
blifhed in Ireland to degrade the higher authori-
ties in the Dtate.

Let us {fuppofe the Judges to have been origi-
nally eligible to the Irifh Houfe of Commons, and
the friends of ¢ reform™ to have laboured to ex-
pelthem from their feats, under a pretendeddread
of the baneful influence, of even a fingle mem-
ber of the judiciary, in any body politic, altio’
¢ but one againft an hoft.”

Let us fuppofe that afterwards, to fatiffy t' e
clamors of the “ patriots” an a& of difqualifica-
tion had been pafl=d with the concurrence of the
reft of the legiflature, by which the judges were
perpetually excluded from the Lower Houlfe.
Let us fuppofe the Lower Houfe to have been
principally compofed of, or principally influen=-
ced, guided and directed by, [awyers, Attor-
nies, Notaries, and their Clerks;—perfons, whofe
whole property taken collectively, would not
have amounted to as much as was yoffefled by
many an individual taken fingly ;—perfons, who
could not on that account be confidered asany
reprefentation of the property of the country for

which they were to legitlate ;—a repreftotation
which

E
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which practical politicians confider as eflential
for the prefervation of tranquility 1n all govern-
ments ;—perions who have littie or nothing at
ftake in tl.e cointry, could confequently feel lit- _
tle orno intereft in the maintenance of pub-
lic fecurity, or the exifting order of things,
fave onlvtle dnteret which might be exeited
by their native integrity and virtue, (to ufe
a phrafe cf legal ambiguiry)* be the fame
more or lefs ;" perfons wioo being more immed-
1ately under the controul, fupeiintendence, and
direction of the judiciary, would be more fre-
quently expofed to thcir animadverfions for im-
proprieties in condu& ; and who would there=
fore find 1t extrein convement to deftroy the
authority which ref’cxamed and kept them in or-
der ;- or who would find it hlgr.ly advantageous
to inveﬁ themfelves with powers {uperior to thoie
of the Judges of the land, from a knowledge
that he whole judge is his dependant, may ex-
pect, or if he fhall think proper, can even ene
force, an undue portion of judicial favor and for=
bearance.

It muft be apparent, that altho’ the exclufion
of a Judge from fuch a houfe * might do fomes
thing to pleafe, it would do nothing to { tiffy”
its members. Let us then {uppofe the Lower
FHoufe, after the lapfe of two or three years, in
furtherance of the leng eftablithed plan for de-
grading the higher authofitiés in the {tate,—to
pafs an act to dliquaufy the judges from ﬁttmg in
yhe Upper Houle, and to deprive his Majefty of

‘ the
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the power of calling them to his councils. .To
the fober & enlightened it might not be perfeily
clear, that a meafure which might agree particu-
larly well with the interefts, prejudices, vanity,
or revenge of a few Lawyers, Attornies, Nota-
ries, and tieir Clerks, would, for that reafon,
be perfectly coniiftent with the interefts of the
reft of the community. It migitindeed be fug-
gefted, that wiile the Lower Houfe fhould be
compofed of, or governed by charalters ot {fuch
deferiptions, it could not be improper. to coun-
teract te effe@ of their preponderance, by the
admiflion of all thofe into the Upper Houlfe, to
whom their defigns and intrigues thould be beft
known, and whofe legal abilities and informaticr
would be requifite to provide the moft coaflitu-
tional and efficacious means for rendering abor-
tive every meafure of dangerous or {fufpiciousten-
dency. The fober and enlightened would re-
colle&@, that needy, difcontented, and turbulent
Lawyers, Attornies, Notaries, and their Clerks,
~ compofed' the principal portion of thole Aller-
blies, which in a great country, an? 1n modern
times introduced the % regna de la foz,” and irom
the benefits heretofore  conferred by thefe legal
and adventurous charaéers, they would learn to
eftinate the future favours to be expected from
legiflative bodies of a fimilar compofition 40

!

{hort, itis not improbable if tuey bel 1d the

Lower Houfe direced, impelied, and agitated
{olely by the harpies of the fubordinate prders

g 2323 v her v o $ e ANOE
of the law, by mere iiliberal plodders, through
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‘live by fyllables, “that the worthy and en]igﬁte’ﬂ-
“ed would become more than ever defirous, that ~
-the Upper Houfe thould receive an acceflion of
.talents and influence in the weight and dignity of
fuch Judges as his Majefty fhould think proper
to felect.  Orif on the other band, any reafons
could influence them to with for the exclufion
of judicial wifdom,integrity, “ifcenfion, and expe-
ricnce trom the higher branch of the Legiflature,
far more powerful motives would urge them to
defire the expulfion of forenfic ignorance;  li-
centioulnels, violence, and indifcretion, from the
Lower Houlfe. : ,_

Let us fuppofethe laft ‘mentioned bill to de=
prive his Majellyof the power of calling the Jud-
ges to the Upper Houfe, tof havé been rejeGed
with the marked disapprobation it deferved.

The failure of a fingle attempt could hardly be
expected to diminith greatly the ardor of forenfic
and notarial enterprize, or toleflen the charac-
teriftic perseverance df thefe unwearied cavillers

_at points and particles. Such a failurewould on-
ly be coniidered to make it neceffary to vary for
a moment the mode and nature of the attack.

Let us tien fuppofe the Lower Houfe, for
the purpofe of maling the neceflary change in
operations,’ and of giving more effect to their
hoftility, to conflitute itfelf the hizheft court
of JUDICATURE in the realm. and to invefi-
gate the RULES OF PRACTICE of all the
courts of King’s Rench, and of appeals in the
Kingdom ;—Rules wich every court of Jus-
tice - mult, by the very elitnce and fpirit of ite

€CON=




éo.nﬁ'rtution,. poflefs, inherently and without ek.
: prefs authority, the right of making ; but which
: the courts m.Ireland' were allo authorized to
t make by pofitive and particular legiflative ena&t-
ments.  After partial and hafty examination,
by a few of the moft darin g of the “ patriots
let us fupoofe the Lower Houfe to refolve that
ail the courts of King’s Bench and of Appeals had
violated the Jaws of the land, (turning what the
unreflecting multitude had confidered the pure
fountains of Juflice), into polluted fources of ini-
quity, and, that the Rules of Pr.&ice were uncons
flitutional, arbitrary, and illegal.

By fuch refolutions it is evident that not the
Chief Juftices alone d be declared culpable,
but that every Jud il the courts of King’s
Bench and o {

a
ais,' muit be - equally guilty
.,..,\__.) A L4 LA L --q ) (__) 2 L} ‘j‘
- p—— .«&;—«. ,
equally unworti n

y of his dignified ftation, and
equally deferving of punifiment. Forthe pow-
er to make rules of Pradlice could refide onlyin
the courts, and not in any individual member of
them. And as the Chief Juftices alone could not
conftitute the courts, the Chief Juitices alone
could not poflefs even the power to make Rules
of Pra&ice. The Chief Juftices might prefide
indeed, but they could poflels no more power
than any other Judge. *Thelr pre-eminence could ‘
confift only in dignity, not in authority.

Let us {fuppofe the Judges in all the courts a=
bove mentioned to have excceded; not only in
talent- and integrity, but even in number, all
§ the Attornies, Notaries, and their clefks, who
- prefumed in the Lower Houfe to determine upon

T A F the
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the validity of their proceédings s—and let us
fuppofe (fince it would carry an appearance of
abfurdity, if, from a difference of opinion, a
{fmaller number of the under graduates, in t €
boundlefs and uncertain fcience of the law fhould
boldly criminate a greater number of the higher
orders in the fame profeflion,) that tte Lower
Houfe thould not at once venture to profecute all
the Judges, whom by neceffary and unavoidable
- implication, they had declared to be guilty, but
thould felect, as obje&ts of impeachment, only
two Chief Juftices, 'whofe removal cculd be no
“more neceflary, or advantageousto the inhabitants
~ of Ireland, thzn the removal of all their c{lociates
in imputed iniquity. Would not fo partial a
meafure appear ridiculous when it thould be con-
fidered that the ¢ ratriots” would have left all
their fellow fubjects ftill exr-ofed to the pretend-
ed tyranny of the remainirg judges, which they
might have hoped to prevent, if they' had atted
with proper confiftency; and had impeached all
the Chief and puilne Judges of the bench and
of appeals * ez masse”:  'Would it not in confe-
quence be fuppofed, that the feleftion as only twa
Chief Juftices, as the immediate victims, was
made merely to prevent the too early and com-
plete difplay of the defigns of the friends of the
¢ people, ’ which might be rendered more dan-
gerous, or be liable to more obftructions in the
execution, if perfe@ light fhould be allowed to
{hine upon the entire plan, and it could be view-
ed in its whole extent ? " |

Under circumftances fimilar to thofe which *

-
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have been h}*pothet?ca]!y 1magined, itwould\ be-
come the Imperious duty of every well wither to
}fls country to expofe'to deteftation, the inten-
tions of tie pretenders to loyalty, (@) and to
break in their hands the iron rod of oppreffion,”
a {courge which t ey wielded only to introduce
confufion, and to gratify the malignity of the
mean againit the high, But, however, lauda-
ble the intentions and exertions of individuals in
private might be, the chief and moft effeGual
fupport, whiclr could be aflorded to the admin-
iltration of the laws, when attacked, could only
have been expe&ted from the Reprefentative of
Majefty. From the Viceroy himfelf.

Did he give that fupport ? Did he thow him-
felf even inclined to protect thofe worthy fervants
of the crown, without whom his own authority,
if he remained in office, would in the courfe of
a few years have dwindled into infignificance,

| or

(a) A celebrated poet has represented-one of the English Mo-
narchs, expressing sentiments not foreign to our subject, nor un-
worthy the attention of his successors.

“ My pious subjects for my safety pray,
Which to secure, they’'d take my power away.
“ Good Heav’ns how faction cana patriot paint?
“ My eneruy still proves my people’s saint. ,
“ From plots and treason, Ileav'n preserve my years,
‘“ But save me most from my PETITIONERS:
“ Insatiate as the barren womb or grave,
““ God ecannot grant so much as they can erave;
¢ What then is left, but with a jealous eye,
* To guard the small remains of Roya}ty?
¢'The law shall still direct my peacetul sway,
s And the same law teach fuction to obey ;
“ Voies shall no more establish’d power control ;
. % &ych votes as muke a faction seem the whole ;
e -“-"-‘li-No groundless clamors shall my friends remove,

(11
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or would have required for its fupport, the inter=
pofition of tie military arm, and the phyfical
ftrength of the imperial government ?
We make no aflertions—we draw no conclu-
“fions.—But let us fuppofe, that inftead of fuch
meafures as became the Reprefentative of Ma-
jefty—the Viceroy, forgetful that  the great can
“ never find fafety in humiliation ; tiat pow-
er, eminence, and confideration, are taings
not to be begged ; and that the high who fup-
plicate for favor or indulgence from the mean,
can never hope for juftice through themfelves,”
had {ought for the vain fhadow of popularity,
by facrifices to the difcontented, and by deferting
the caufe of order, and of thofe with whom from
his ftation, he was conne@ed in duty and inter-
eft, and wiom from honor and principle, he
fhoull have held himfelf bound to {upport.

Let us fuppofe, that not fatified with being
at all times accefiable and {ubmiffive to the fac-
tious, he even feduloufly fought them out, and
always accofted them with encouraging {alutati-
ons ;3 & even honored (as far as honour could be
conferred on another by one who had difregard-
ed it for himfelf) with cordial and viceroyal gree-
tings, and fqueezes of the hand, the moft male-
volent of the crufaders againft judicial authority
andregal privileges. Thus practifing every form
and meannefs of familiarity as a part of the {yftem
on which the dignified firu&ure of his populari-
ty was to be raifed. But what, it will be asked
became of this towering edifice of Plebeian favor
obtained at the expence of fo much time and ho-

nor
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nor, and by {o many facrifices of independence
and of dignity ? OFf this fairand frail fabric of
delufion, reared in the funthine of April day,
and refting for fupport on the caprice and fickle-
nels of fation ?  What if it thould be anfwer-
ed, thatits fate already {tands recordad in' words
of evangelical authority,—* The ftorm arofe,
 the rainsbeat, the floods came, the winds
“ blew, and the'houfe fell, for it was built upon
 fand, and great was the fall thereof,” |
NERvVA has, perhaps, too long prefumed to
occupy the time of his readers with {uppofitions
of poffibilities, which the unreflecting may pre-
tend to be merély the dreams of imagination.
But if the dream be not devoid, it may perhaps
ftimulate enquiry in the caufes from whence it
originated ; and the candid and impartial ‘will
then determine whether he has been prefeating
to their view, merely the vifions of his own fan-
cy, or giving too faithful a pi&ure of modern

and degrading reality.
NERVA.
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ERRATA.
Page 13—Line 14 from the bottom, after contemplation read
of the factions
23 —Line 1, for for read from
30 —Line 2, for government read governments.
31 —Line 14 for full power read certain knowledge.
34—Line 8, after voted to read be; and n line 6 from
the bottom, for iz Irelaad, read of Ireland
38—Line 3, for hzve read having -
89—Line 10 from the botton, for reznz read regne
40—Line 1, for by read on; and linz 8§, for discention
read discrefion,
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