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Ît is a great misfortune to bave a; Emperor und er 'v hom aU ibings are fo1 bidden and criminal ; but a still greater, to ha,·e one, und er whom aU things are allo wei. for in the former case, injustice pro~eds from an indivtdual; bu"tïn':_the latter9 tbe oppressors are innumerâble an'il coniinua.lly changing. Ali ~ho then acquire a mon1entary ascendancy, become tyrants, the more eager that their power :5bould be felt, as thei know ita duaüoo will ;, ahort. Speech cf J.f. J uni u-s • 
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NE.RVA, 
OR 

tf ÇO~LECT70N OF PAPERS PU!JLISH!D IN 
. : 'rHE MONTREAL HERALD. .. 

~The thing which is, is that ·which hath 6een. , 
and there is no new thing under tbe jitn." . 

IRE~LAND, in 1798, by the vigour and . 
firmnefs of the administration of Lord 

WESTMORLA~D; h~d ~een ·i~~nquilit.y fuqcee~ 
to disturbance. The feditious in office were , 
àeprived of their employment-~.:...... T he agents of 
disaffettion were refirained and punifhed, and 
the executive aB:ed upon the juft conviél:ion, that 
to temporise with the turbulent would be to en- ... 
courage the1n. · · .... · ~- · ~. 1 

• • · .. • 

.t!. t ·t nis period, Ea~l Fitz~illiam su.cceeded t<> 
) 

the vice-royalty, ~ho probably with an intention. 
of conciliaring every refraél:ory fpirit, and of re­
moving every obstacle to unanimity; adopted a 
courfe of measures diametrically oppo(t~e to thofe 
of the former viceroy. He refl:ored to higher 
offices thofe who had heen displaced, and feemed 
to consider thofe who had fallen under the laih · 
of tite forrner adminiftration, a1 peculiarly entitlrd 
to j>.r:cftrment under bim : forgetful th~l aéls of 
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Government lhould be permanent, co'lsistent» 
and refpeél:ed, although (7overnors might be 
temporary: forgetful alfa th~t to si~gJe out, as 
objeéts of particular ·pr.eference, perfons particli .. 
Jarl y obnoxious in his predecëffor' s administrition 
would be to render the cenfure of the executive 
in future, a fubjeét of contempt, and that subse­
quent governors, by following his example V\rouJd 
be ·taught to ·consider .his cehsure as a matter- ef 
indifference, if not a cause fer advancemept. 

Y et Earl Fitz-william's meafures, however pro~ 
mising, in fpeculation; ailed to produce the de­
sired e~etl: i~ their e~ec_ution. H.e met wit4 .~a · 
gratitu~e from thofe he pramoted, and no sùl?- · 
port from the partizans of their ancient cabafs : 
the former, with na rural felf con1placenc~, irrr~ 
puted-their ad·vancement ta the n-eceility felt by 
government ·for t~eir services ; the latter to its 
timidity or weaknefs. The latter therefore con­
œiderea this first fuccefs as an earneft of future 
fortune, when they alfa fhould 01a,ke themfelves . 
feared. , · 

A period of diftrefs and danger ihortly after­
arrived, when Ire land was menaced " .. it!1 in1m ~. 
diate invasion, by a French force, and v,-as the 
aufpicious season çhosen by t is patriotic band, -
(n~ost of \~thom had been refiored to t i1eir offices 
and many of w .. ~om were members of the Irifl-1 · 
houfe of corn mons) for the great difpL1y of the ir 
talents, and the chief exertion of their firength, 
in opposing the willies and dr~igas of govertl­
ment. Headed by a party lead~er, 'vho, Iike the . 
d,magogues of fome 1nodern republic_:l, could .. 

tho\.l~ 
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fhr!JU,.t for rigl}ts, ~:-hile he was intent on fubverting 
fll] r1ghts but his own, and who impt1ted all tl.c 
misfortunes which to_ok place in the lrifh infur­
reél:ions, ""-holly to the meafures adopted by go~ 
v ernrne11t in que]ling them, * t hefe worthv Le­
g iflators discarded the idea of labouring to refio­
re tranquility to t he ir countr);, or of giving effeél: 
to t he ex .. ~rtio~& making for its defence, and even 
Î~5inuated tr at t :-,ey ought not to engage în 'vars, 
occasioned by interests in whici1 they had n..> 
particip~tion. Grievances were t :le 'nly fubjeét 
of their laudable investfgation, and this cali was 
p~bli.fhed to ail manner of perfons '' Come uJZto 
tts al! ye thal are heavyladen and obtain redrefs.' ~ t 
After fuch an invitation, it could not be suppofed 
that caufes of cçmplaint would temain long undif­
covered ; and indeed an abunqant harvest of gri­
evances of rapid and luxuriant growth foon ripe­
ned before them~among su ch a set of tnen, could 
g rievances be long wanting, wl1ile the King en­
j oyed prerogatives, the nobles held privilege~, or 
t ne j u dges po.lfeffed independence ? By turns we­
re ail these subjeél:ed tÇ> their zealous ·and loyal 
animadversion. 

It was now perceived that a recot1rse to for­
mer vigorous meafure~, a departure frotn which 
bad been produétive of so much inconvenience, 
cot1ld alo11e be consistent \\rith security ! that ·a 
body of men intent ouly on rendering ali autho­
rity fubservient to their own, and attaçking at 

once 

* See fpeecl:es in tl1e Irifh Houfe of Corn mons. 
t Sec pruçeedings in Dublin in 1798. . 
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om:e the prerogative of the Cr_9wn~ the dignnt · 
qf the Upper Hotife, and _the • ~pependence of 
t~-.e Judiciary, could be kept in order on1y ~y 
tl~.e resiflance, and not by the conceffiona of the 
executive. That to silence the most clamorous 
by granrs of po\ver or place, would be to rai fe 
up an endlcfs succeffion of new clain1aints of e­
qual avidity, and that no Government can ex­
pfél: to have faithful fervants, if tne path of fedi .. 
tion be the road to prefermeB~ ; and if it 
lavifl1e~ its best rewards on hofe who l'rave 
rpofi effetlually obstruéled its· meafures. lt was 
considered that raising t !Ïs enemies ta power, 
bad cofl: Charles the 1st his kingtium ; th at thé · 
conceffions of Louis the 16th to t .e national 
convention, were the caufe of his ruin ; and th at 
rulers to be long loved muft alfo be feared­
·-v-, hoever is feared by none, can proteél:: none, 
and what motive can exift for attachrnent; to a 
Government incapable of affording protell:ion~ 

# 1VERV.d. 

_ N .. B. As the consideration of Iriffi affairs of 
· recent date is not "Titl1out interest, it will be - re~ 
fu tned occasionally. ' ~ · 

• 
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(No~ II.] 
'f'The thing which i.r, ir that whicb hath bee11, and 

there is no new thing under the fun.', 

A FTER the lapfe of a twelvemonth, during 
which i~difpofition has allowed nq extrane­

O!JS concerns, to mingle with perfonal fufferings, 
we feel with rettlrning health, a ren·ewalofthe in­
terefl: excited by the fituation of otbers, and NER­
vA, acco_rding to promife, refumes the confider • 

. atioq of lriili affairs. · r .. 

The enlightened and judicious biographer of 
the younger Pitt, beftows fevere and unqualified 
cenfure on the adminiftration of Ireland 11nder 
Earl Fitz-\Vil liam, wh ile the friends of the latter 
have endeavored to palliate the errors they could 
not deny, and to juftify his motives where t ·;ey 
could not juftify his m_eafures. But vv-e as politi- · 
cal enquiries, ought only to exan1ine his conduct 
to determine whether the blame of his cenfors he 
merited or unjuft ; for of his ~motives we muft e­
ver remain Î11 ignorance, and were they even 
known tous, they arë-confiderations with which 
we could have no concern, becaufe the fubjeél: 
of our enquiry is not the charaéter of the man, 
but the conduét of the ruler. W e ask not wh at 
were his intentions, but wbether his meafures 
were j udicious, and v;hether at the ti me of 
their adoption men of infotmation and refleétion 
in lreland,confidered t~1e1n as calclll~te~ to produce . ~ 

~- . 
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· âdvanta~e or injury ? Whet~~r Counsellots., 
grown grey in t~e fervice of their cour1try, ad­
vifed :-tnd apprr ved them, or w :'lether with pre­
fu;nptuous confidenc~ in his perfanal knowledge 
l1e rejefred the opinions oft'1e well informeël, to 
follo"'v t>~ e fnggeftions of his own incapacity? 
And whether he facrificed or endangered, for the 
vain, fpeciou5. and clelufivè mockery of an un­
founded & tranfient popularity, the real interefl:s 
of his king and the future tranquility of his 

·country ? .. 
Ry tr1efe tefts, as the dnly fair criteria, let us 

. form our opinions of the Viceroy.:, and we &ali 
have nothing to fear from .the influence of pre­
poffeffion or of error. .. 

Between two fyfierris of govetnmènt propofed 
for adoption, theorifis may often find it difficult 
to determine t~ e daims to prefere~nce ; beeaufe 
the peculiar defeél:s of each may be compen­
fated by pecu!iar advanfages; but where a fyftem 

. o~- gnvernment is alrea Jy eftathifhed; t . cre are 
certain ru les for its exer.cife, f "O!Ti wbicl the ex­

. P~ricnce of praélical politicians will pf7onounce 
_aH deviation to be Ï111proper and hazardous. Of 
fhefe rules, the tnoil univerfally adn1itted is, that 
all c 11anges fhould be graduai, not abr tlpt, fhould 
be Ilec~ffa'·Y; not experimentai -But Earl .Fitz-
. \ llliaJn began his innnvatirns up<-Hl h is entrance 
iï1to 0ffit·e, \vithout ''Taiting to aièertain w-het~er 
l ord W " .. ftmoreland's 1neafures wefe adapted to 
the fi ~uation cfthecounrrv, w ithout indeed kn w­
f ,~ ~ 'l::vu~t the fi ttlation ot .. the country retJUÏred ; 
Of\Vllet her ~ .. iudden c ... ange, even from whatmight 

• or1• 
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originally have been improper, would notrroduced · 
greater evil tha:1 that which it iliould be intended 
to correa. His proper path bad indeed been 
marked out for him, and every obftruélion and 
difficulty removect by Lord W efimoreland, who fe 
labours l1ad they been turned to ad van tage, would 
have enabled his fucceffor to purfue with perfeét 
eafe and fafety, a courfe at once confifl:ent with 
·his own l1onor1 and with the digr,ity of his gov-
ernment. Y et thefe advantages were overlook.ed 
or- Jefpifed by the Farl w ho, like forne rulers, in 
whom vanity bas predominated over judgment, 
difdained to govern in any refpeél, according to 
the prefcriptioa or example of another In con­
fequence, he \vas fpeedily furrounded by ~1en of 
princip les, avo\vedly inimical to the juft and long 
eftablifhed prerogatives of the crown, who \\Tere 
tl1e objeéts of his pect1liar notice, and moft gra­
cioufly received at l1is table and his court. Situ­
ations of truft and power were accumulated upon 
individuals unknow11 before in departmen ts of 
frate, and incapable, a~ '\vell as regardlefs of the 
performance of their official duties, while their 
rapacity was fo infatiab1e, as to force from the un­
·~illing viceroy himièlf, the obfervation, that if 
Englat ,d and Ire land vv-ere given to them as ef­
t3tes, they would ask for the Ifle of Man as a 
kitchen garden. 

A viceroy with th€ ~ffifiance of affiociates, de­
pendants, and cotnpanions of so unufual a caft, 
it would be natural to expeél: would differ in prin""' 
ciple and lll raaion from moft reprefentatives of 
Roy·alty~ 1~119 tl1e event fully jufiified the e~pec-

JJ. tattetn. 
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trttion: The conciliation of t~Je worthlefs becarrie 
l1is prtn1a~y objeét and conceffion was confidered 
the principal means. 

· Ir1 this fpirit, diffaffeE1 ion was in forne cafes 
fuffercd to fJUrfue its work unmolefted ; and iri 
OtllCfS V/}lere the fet:tence of t~e law had been 
formaily pronGunced, the punifument was retnit­
ted Ïn a Inanner which expofed tne aàn1!t1Î tration 
of juftice to obloquy ànd induced the ignorant to­
confider ali reftrait1ts upon licentioufnefs as aas.~ 
of oppreffion. W e lamënt that he was not a,:~vare 
that in times of difficulty, to leffen the Majefty of 
the la"vs, is to endanger the rights of the throne, 
'\vhich he was fent to defend ; & to fubvert the fa• 
cial arder \vhich he vias bound to fupport. 'Ve 
lament alfa that he bad no friend at band to fug­
gefi: ta him, and no reflexion to convince him, 
that conciliation is not the neceffary confequencè 
of conceffion: The leffons of hiftory, or a kno\v:.. 
_ledge of the human heart '":·ould equa1ly fho~ 
tl1at tl1ey are feldom caufe and effect. Ail \Yh~ 
from principle a·re inte~efied in the prefervalion 
of the po,ver or dignity of government, mu ft feel 
irritated by conceffiotls in fa votlr of turbulence or 
fedition ; and the favoùr of a fe,v heartle1s adher­
(?rits, \Voulli be dearly purchàfed by tl1e flcrii1ce 
6[ the good opinion of tl1e enlig!itened a!ld tl1e 
loyal. ~e who carries his f)rfiein· of concei1io1\ 
fo far as to facïifice or offenc.f friends cf tricd 11dcl­
:ty, for tl1e acquiG.tion of doubttul or dangerou·s 
a~·-: :~rerlt3, may if he pleafes èignify l1is condutt 
bY t.1è. na1ne of cor1ci liat ion, btlt \v ill not l1ave 

1:1!0:,.r,fllu-ch ~au·~c to tè1oiç€ Î11 its rcf'Jlt,. orto CQngratu-
~ , 

lat.e 
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-1;tte h~ mfelf upon the effeéts of his increaiî1~6 ?t:' .. 

. pular1ty. He may indeed be tlied by the people 
a~ a tool for a time, but will certainly be thro\vn 
afide even by hi3 greateft admirers, as wanting 
edge or pc"rer ; the moment the faétion he b:..s 
protec~ed and advanced fhall find him unwil­
ling or unable to promote the iptereG:s of a dif­
organizing democrac}r; or in otl·er words fhall 
find h im unable or unwilling to aid iu deftroy-
ing the legitimate rights of the crown. 

VV hether t he vice roy v.ras influenced by feel­
ings of perfonal refentment, of contempt, or 
c)f e11vy, tc\vards his vigorous anJ energetic 

~. predeceffor, or \'vhether his condu<l "vas tl1e re­
fuit of timidity, the biograpr .. er does not fay; 
but allows him to make his eleétion between the 
two in1putations of malevolence or of weaknefs. 

The adminifl:ration of the Earl thus corn men~ 
ced was continued in a manner which evinced 
tl~ at alteration was at leafi Ofle of its objeéts ; ........... 
\Vhether improvement was anotl1er muft be left 
to the difcovery of bis friends, for vve are forry 
to fiate, that our refearches have, as yet lef~ 
us, without information in ~at partict!lar. · . . 

NERVA. . . 

.lW:on!rea!, Feb. 26, I ~ 14-
" " -· . 

l" 

'l'o. .... 
1 1 !"'\ •. (.,. , 

.,: ... 
~ .· .... ... . . 
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'' '1ht tling which is, is thal which hath !Jettt, 
6nd there is no new thing under tbejun. For 
~he children of Belzal went ttp againfl the inhab­
ttants of Mount ,Sier, ana when they had made 
an end oj lVJount Sezr, they al! helped to dejtroy 
one another.'' 

Nf ERVA again, re1uaantly, but as a duty, re­
sumes the cr nfideration of the misfortunes 

and troubles in Ireland-fubjeéls ill calculated 
-to afford fatiffaction ; blJt, as a check to our 
èillike of diftreffing tapies, we may refleél: that 
the draught which contr.ibutes moft to health 
is often leaft pleafant ta the tafte, and that the 
contemplation and injufiice of paft times, may 
not be unaccompanied with advantages. 

ln the moft celebrated convention of Ireland, 
known by the name of the Back !.Jane Parlia­
ment, a falfe and acrimonious libel was drawn 
up againft the eftablifhed authorities, which 
they ft y led a petition to His Majefty, and cauf­
ed to be prefent~d as fuch by five of their deleg-
ates. · 

In the public aff'emblies of the fame country 
· tbe feditious fe\\", '\vho ruled and guided the 
minds of tLe ignorant n1anv, by exciting and 
ft!mulating the jealcufles of the envious, the 
\lrojeds of the ambi~ious, atld the fears of the 

nu--
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unprincip1ed, raifed a general outcry in favo~ 
of change, and tlle fubvrrfion of an ancient 
order. It vvould be d ifficult to persuade the cau­
tic us and refleéling, that alteration neceffarily 
implies reforn1atiofl ; and they \\,.ouid be care­
ful never to confound change ''li th imp~ovement 

' -Y et change will al ways poffefs attraél:ions for 
the multitude, becaufe in their apprehen~ons 

• r . • 

it will always feem to promife vv- ~altl~ ~o the 
pocr~ dignity to tl1e mean, and authority to t~e 
\Veak. 

But it requires no puny effort to effect a 
char.~ e and overturn the efiablifhed order of .. . 
things ; to feize for tl1e profligate the accumu-
lations of the indufirious, and inveft the vlle 
\vith the dignities of l1onour, in go,,.ernments, 
where the courts of Jufiice, witl1 a firm and 
fteady ha nd, oppofe the pro gr efs of confufion 

. and innovation. The bond of fociety ~"'ithin 
itfelf, the tie whicl1 cot1neéls fore~gn Rations 
with each ether, •the fource of fecttrity to the 

- weak againft the encroachments of tl1e ftrong, 
the charaélerifiic v,rhic l1 difl:inguifl1es tl1e ci viii. 
zed from the savage, t11e fupport of crder, pow­
Qr, dignit)r, l1appinefs and ÎI1dependa~ce, eiti1er 
ex ift in, or are fortned, foftered, proteél:e(l 
a11d encouraged by the adtnini11ration of juftièe. 
This was feeri, . felt, and underfiood, bJr the fe· 
~itious in Ireland, and to retnove fo formidable 
a barrier to the promotion of thcir vievv·s, tlley 
formed the defign (a defign \vild in conceptÎQ11• 
great in ~xtetlt, infamous in principle, and 
~1a~ar?~~l~ 1~ e~e~ution) of âia~inating not a 
· · · :fingk, 
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Jr:~lt_ Jujge, not a hngle court, but, in one ici:! · 
d~1fcrtn1inate ·and undiftinguifhed mafs, aff the 

courts of juftice in the kingdorn of Ireland. (a) 

It is a rational curiofity 'vhich prompts us; 

e*ven where evils 'vill not ad1nit of remedy, to 

er:quire fro:n what caufe they fprung, and 

'\vith ~JV .. hat defignsthey were perpretàted:-Here 

little labour of refeareh is neceffary to obtain the 

information. In the univerfality of this pro­
,rcriptiun "\ve difcover its objeé.1:. Its caufe, ob­

jeél, and tendency, could be but'' oNE AND 

It~DIVJSIBLE,'' Clr ifthofe who have charity 

eve11 more t:1an fufficient to caver ali their fins., 

and \Vho will never fur'pQfe improper or crim­

inal motives for the comrnifficn of ahy atrocity 

ho\vever flagrant ~-could po ffi bly imagine its 

caufe and objett to have other than revenge and 

anarchy,-its tendency \Yould fiill retnain unal­

tered. 
Ireland h:::s long, and \ve believe juftly, been 

conficlered the country of bold adventure and 

original cl.Laraéter ; and we coniidc.r this fpcci .. 
men 

(a) The rhanctll<'r of IreLtnd, Lord Clare, rt the conr!u~ion of 

a speech w bich bas Le en cbaracterizfd as b ... ing (·. not only o. 

"' n1as~erly di~pl~-ty ofmanly und in1 1 lt-S~i,.·e doq\l(:nce, but <!S'O. 

" tllOnum~nt of ge!lt!Îne pat· iotis1n," obser' es, ' ' th at the l ri~h 

" had lcitely bad recourse to ?. rww revolutiona' y eJtgine. \\'heti 

'' i t y, as found th at the protecti(1n a florc!ed to the \vitneEses, !na­

·' ~iEtr,Ltes ~ und jurnr~. ensurcd ~tnd esta1>1i~hed the oper<ttit>n 

" of the LJ.ws, a scbcn1e was dt\ isect to aLUSt! the adntinistra­

d t joo of j u ·~tH'(: . E very n1an co! 1 r C' 1·n(· d in tb: 1 t ad rn ini~ tra tinn 

'' w t.~ ht1d np as the ruo~ t corru pt., ty : ann i c d, a nd profitg.t t e 

·" t' !. charactcrs; tlw t1 cl.h Wd ~; pe1 \ ert< d, tLf" rno~t sr .. Ludal<'u ~ 

'" P·!~rt' pre~t'lJtati<~ns \''.'fJe l:Hu!r of the <·cndt~.-·t ()f the Conrtst 

'' :::1rl the ~vriol~ fwr<.:e oflj"\e un1on Wt.tti bt:nt tü pr·~!J < •t.''Hte t!..!e~(l' · 

H "· .... ,) •· oo* '' ...... .:.,"" ~ .. v. 
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men of licet1tioufnefs, \vhich was at that time 
wit~ ·out precedent or parallel in any other coun_. 
try, as at once original and ad ven t'rous. In other 
countr!es confufion has been introduced hv flow 

" and oiten in1perceptible gradation : but the 1-
rifll cnt!;usiafts ..preffed it on ~~ards \VÎt ~ l ''fu ch a 
blaze of impudence, as had never glared upon 
the v;orld before " In ot ~1er countries th~ pio• 
neers to the army of mi:flrule were contented to 
begin their attack upr n order, by Iopping cff 
the young and tender fhoots ; but in Irel.?tna 
they boldly applied the axe at once to !he rnaf­
fy and venerable trunk. Y et \Ve w ould n o t re­
corn rn end the plan for imitation-for it has now 
lo!l the me rit of original ity, without becoming 
more eafy of accon1pEihment-it exhibits too 
\vide a range of hoflility, for the eX!Ition of 
concentrated vigour. lt lhoV\:~s too furious a 
rage to injure, not to cali fort~1 in oppofitio!l, 
the energies of the virtuous, and to roufe into 
action even the meekne•·s of the peaceful. 

Could the Party Leaders in Irelatld imagine, 
that the men of fober reafon & calm refleB:ion, 
in any cottntry,would be induced to believe, that 
ali knowledge of the laws~ and alllove of j11fiice, 
had, on a fudden, forfaken the courts, t beir 
proper fanéluary, in arder tc en1ighten and to 
pt1rify the minds of the evil or the illiterate ? 
Cuu1d the reflecting imagine, that he'' \vhofe 
grace paffeth al1 underfianding,'' had in an in­
flant beftowed tlpon l1is eleét, the Detnocrats of 
lreland, tb at wifèlom, , \vhich, to lefs f~~voured 
mortals, ~otnes b\.lt as the fruit of ftudy, or tl1e 

lee-
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feffon of experience ? Coulà tï1ey t'nopu:;e th at 
Heaven, after having hardened in its ~rath tJ :e 
hearts of the Irifh J udges, had fent its " rn~ fric 
dove," to fett}e On ~he lieads of t'le fàétÎO~lS ~ ( b) 

W ot1ld not the J udicious and con fi derate 011 
. ' 

the contrary, be induced to believe, thit t hofc 
who fe charatl:er and fortune are at ftake; vvhofi 
aim in fcience is not to fubferve th_e interefts of 

~an indivi?ual, bùt to promote the tomn1on_good 
at1d direét t e gel1eral courfe of juftice: ~~:. ~1of~ 
tyranny could procure for themfeives no perfon­
al advantage ; wGofe fituatio11 leaves tLerri no­
thing to hope, but every thii1gto fear, from in­
furreél:ion and difturbance,-:-would not, we re­
peat, tl1e judicious and confiderate ~eli~ve, , th at 
fuch men '\vere entitled to confidence and defer­
ving of attachtnent ? W ould they not fee ~,.ith 
alarrn, by charaéters of wl1at cafi it vvas deflr::d, 
to fupply the places~ \vhicll thofe ,;w;ho then held 
them, bad fo long and fo "\Vortl1ily :filled ? P. nd 
would they not look with contempt or abhor~ 
renee, upon the clam ours or accufations of thofti · 
who were without charaB:er or forttlne ~6 be 
loft ; or wl1ofe aims in fcience were rnerely felf .. 
ifh and venal ; or to whom change only held out 
profp~él:s of good, without a counterp~~fe - iri ~he 
fears of~vil? Such, there can be no doubt, V\' Ot~ld 

· be the feelings of the wife ; and .ftich "A .. ere, itl 

Ireland, the feelings of ail vvho "'rere l1onorabJe 
in rank, eminent in learniPg, and refpcctable 
in worth. But they confidered it their duty· 

c not 

[h] 1,hese are my be1ovcd chi!drcn ifJ ,, !Jo ~1~ I am v:cl1 pleà:· 
ct'd. 
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not to confine t},eir feritiments and approbation 
within their own breafis. They came ruhlicly 

forward to refcue fr,Jm undeferved afperfiot1s, 

the entire body of the judiciary, compofed of 
'men, whom paft fervices had entitled to grati­
tùde, whom experience had taught wifdom, 
whomage Iiad rendered venerable-or for \VI10m 

talents and worth had fecured high and peculiar · 
efl:imation. The Corporations, Grand- Juries, 
Nobi!ity, and G~ntry, vied \vith each otùer in 

addreffes ; forne intended for the throne, and 
otl1ers prefented at tl-•e judicial fittings, expref.,. 

five oftheir refpeél:and cor1fidence in tljeircourts, 
t:.leir equal attachrnent to the laws, and their 
adminifiration ; and their earneft delire, by ev­
ery exertion, to give ftrengtn and permanence 
to both. 

Let us hope-not with the confidence of fol­
ly, but with the diffidetlce of the wife, ev er rea­
dy for new excrtions, if n~w c1lls {h:)uld 

make them neceffary-that t,eir virtuous ef­
forts may not prove ineffeél:ual-that tl1eir pat­
riotic willies may not be difappointed-and 
t hat w :!en peace from foreigrt enemies ihall a­

gain '"rave her '' glad Oli,re'' over the fons of 
Erin-the machinations of inteftine foes mav 
not difiurb their enjoy1ner1t of the bleffings of 
domeftic tranquiliry. 

NERVA. 

No. 
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[No. IV.] 
... 

'' 'The thing which is, is that wbich hath bee114 
· C:f there is no new thing u1zder the Sun.'' 

~ .. TERVl\ bas written of the" day·s of ether 
j_ ·~ years,' (to ufe the exprt=ffion of a Poet, 
( a) of t he firft among nations in learning and 
in virtue) and und er the repeated aifurances, that 
his fpeculation~ have not been uninterefting, he 
{,{fers a continuation of his ohfervations upon 
l r :. Jh affairs ln the lafi t1t11nber, forne ~ llufions 
'\\~ere rnade to t ~-tat convention known in Ireland 
hy t r e na me of tee" Back 1 ~ ane Parliarnent," 
a nd V\r1th fo rne conjeB:ures refpeéling t i1is body 
t he prefent nun1ber will coti'1ITIPf1Ce. 

Let us fuppofe that the ~ack i_._at1e Pari iament, 
( \\"h;ch \Ve wi~l charitably Î1nagr1e to Î1ave been 
at lr:aft a3 good a~ t '1e l0 g Parliamen t, or t ~~ at 
vvh ich wa5 known by t ediH:ingLlifhedappellation 
of the Rump Parl1arnent in England) bad heen 
t · .e third braPch of the Legiflature in Ireland, 
a n d as fuch ha.J paffed an act which it had fent 
for-concurrence to the upper houfe. If appro­
ved of by the Lords, it would probably have 
become a law, as the benevolence of his Majefty 
has rarely difappointed the willies of the reil: of 
the legiflature-and there would in that cafe be 
no doubt of its propriety. If rejeéted by the 
Lords, let us fuppofe the Back Lane Parliatl.tent 

to 
.. !:• 

(a) Ossian. 



( 2~ ) 

to have refolved, that the rejeél:i0n was a viola-; 
tian of their conll:itutional righrs and privileges~ 
and an additional proof of ~he ~tilit y of the aét~ 
ln this cifc, alfa, it is clear, by the refolutio~ 
itfelf, that the act w::>uld be proper. Tne ap- · 
probation of the Lords, then, being a mere mat-. 
ter of form, ftnce tl1eir rejeél:ion would of it­
felf be fuffici~nt to lh( )W t~at they ought to have 
âpproved ; this coriclufion ir~ififtibly follo,vs, 
that the l .. ords tn11fi be a perfet1 nuifance, a ufe­
lefs incumbrance, a clog in the 'vheels of the 
legiflature, and that the whole authority, to e­
riaa·laws ought to be vefted in the Back Lane 
Parliame-Rt. · Let us fuppofe the Back 1 ane 
Parliament to have made an addrefs to the \Tice­
roy of Ireland, defi1ing the perforn1ance of forne ­
aét of the executive. If the delire fhould be 
complied with ; the Parliament ,vould of courfe 
be fatiffied ofi~spr~prîety. ~fcotnpliance fhould 
be refufed by thct viceroy ; let us fuppofe the 
Parliamènt to refolve (as '",.as do ne Î11 the titne of the tlnfortunate Charles I.) t l.at fuch refufal 
was a violation of their conftitution ànd privile­
ges' ; here again we 1ho~ld fee, th:tt th e)r only 
defired '\7\rhat was proper: and from this la ft re­
folution we ~oilld learn that the viceroy ougl1t 
to be '(a flave to their poV\,.er & a fervant to tl1eir 
will.'' {But this could excite no furp~ife, as he 
had indeed on · many occafiotls Iho\Yn hin1felf 
their fervani ; regàrdlefs of the interefis of his 
inafter ; carelefs of the permailellt fecurity 0~ 
the co~ntry over \Vh1ch he prefided, and defi .. 
f?US only of fecuri.11$ t~le a1,rearance of tranquii.: .. "' .. . .... 

~ lt~ 
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~ty during his own adminiftration, at the·e~· 
pence of the reputation of ali who had preceded ; 
and at the facrifice of t } e peace of 4ll w :1 o fhould 
fucceed him,) and uuder thefe two refolutions it 
would become perfeélly plain, that the Back 
~ane Parliament fhould be inveftcd with t e 
whole Legiflative at1t '1ority and th{ whole exe-
'cutive po\ver. Let us thetl fuppofe bot~1 objeéls 
gained, and the the Back Lanc Parliament, ar­
rayed in ~Il the Majefty of terror, "to reign, fu~ 
preme, unbounded, and alone." Coulù we 
then alfo fuppofc {a fuppofit ion, in fuch a cafe 
neceffary for the fecurity of the people of Ireland) 
that tl1e individuals compofing this nu1nerous 
affembly would have no views of private arnbi­
tiot1 to satiffy at the expence of the public ; nor 
friends to advance by the ruin of others ; nor 
refentments to gratify ; nor avarice to fatiate ; 
:1or fycophants to deceive, nor paffions to miilead 
them ? Could we t ~J en alfo fuppofe that " fiand­
Ïng at a guard wit ;-: envy,'' & guided only by the 
pure and fteady influence of reafon and of vir­
tue, the me rn bers of this Parliament vvould fee!~ 
no other objeét than the common good ? In 
the hifiory of modern France a clear, although 

' no cheering, light l1as been fned upon this fub­
jeél, a light which has fpread alarrn as far as civ­
ilization extends. Aided b y this, we have not no\v 
to learn that oppreffion of the people may corne 
from the people itfelf, as we1l as 'frotn tl1c throne1 

and that of ali fovereign oppreifors, the moft 
bloody, ferocious and tyrannic~l, J,as been thè 
fcvereign people. ShoulJ \Ve then fee \",-ith pre--
.... . 

tcn-
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te ~~ .Jc;l éilarm ; & fl cu1d 'fl:r-o canvafs 'vith meta~ 
l y ~-1 cdl fubtlety, e ;rery right th at bas been exerci· 
f-~a on tl:e part of the crc\vn, and fhould we not 
r~iiolà V\1ith rr)11 anlazemer.t and terror~ the gi· 
gan rie anr~ far more dangerous firides of popular 
aur:1ori , ? S ·'>u ~ d an inceiTant ar d deafen­
i · 16 0 1 ~cry he raifed at the flighteft fupp0fed 
·1n1atiorl of the rig '-_ts of an individual, even 
· I1ere a11fing from inevitJ.ble neceffity ·_u-. ~.-.d 

fhonld \Ve r erctÎve WÏth caln1 and froical Înè -
fe-cnce the rxccution of a regu1ar and fyi:emat­
i c plan for r:overing ·.J\~ith ob oquy·, cr contempt, 

_ e\'" _:ry f1 1u~ary exertion of po\\~ er, either civil <>r 
n.11 1 i~ary ? · 

· 1 he ti me has no\v go ne by in wl1icl1 royalty 
I1lf. :>een looked upon as a cau fe of injuftil- e, or 
an objeél of dread. It is the cert~in, and almoft 
t ;.1e on!y .Couïce of dornefiic peace, and of per­
manent and regular authority; and the foie .)b­
j cél: of NERVA, in his difquifitions upon paft 
tl'tnes, has been to induce tl'e '\!vort~lY and en..; 
lightened to confider anew [for it muft have of­
ten occupied t ~: eir attention already] whether 
b)r a firtner, fieadier, & more vigorous exerti011 
ofregalpo"''"e:, manyof tl,eevils with \Vt.t icll 

' t~1e world as b~e11 vifited might not l1ave been 
avoided. 'f '1e great body of the people in all 
countries, when left to tbetnfelves, are quiet, 
~arrn1e(~ and inofl~nfive. Vve believe no ptaf­
àntry are poffeifed <,f n1ore virtues tha11 thc~.è of 
~relar1d -But, unforttlnately like ot!-1 er peaf- -
antry, they are cotnpoièd of tnaterials, '\vhich 
~ ... ay be 'JVrought to the (:'-Qmn1ifiio 1 of every a ... 
J I tra~ 
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troc.ity. T~ey a!"'c nece!Taril)r igno .. ~ .t for ~T~ '"\ 

of t ïtne, and of meJns to obtain in:oitnat;_o:l ;-­
t 1ey are credtilott~, be(:aufe ig110ra·'l~-an 1 ch:1 1 
g~able a11d ÎJ1confiftent, beca .. ufe crerlu1ct~:.; . ê.: ' 'I 
h.eing t ms ignorant, C"'edulo·Jq, and cl:.:H'"' ~'th 'e, 
t--e arrful may irnpofe upon t em; the f~~t-: ';1 s 
may irritate, and Jacobins mifleaJ them.--: tP­
land repelfed foreign invafi1n; but t be e:Kpu 1

: :,. 1 

of foreign enemies is 110 pro of of tranq ~~Ji ( ·,7 a 
home-if it were, -we migr!t hail, a~ ijal ~:"'·~ r;n 

da ys, tl-.te tin1es of Cromwell or of Rohctniet ~ 
Ireland repelled foreign invafion, and -/e .. -"r at-=­
tempt was made to affaffinate tf..e ~- ords J ., f,. c-s 
Fitzgibbon and Fofier at the inftigatio ' o~ r 1e 
Jacobins. 

Jacobin~fm ~as been defined to be "l11e r~~ro!t 

of the enterprizing talents of a cou ~"'~.: . 
its property and its arder. Vlhen tr " · 1b~..-~ 
tÏVC aifemb}ies of a fiate do not lTl~ke c ;...a '~~ç n 1 

'-

account of Lrimes; but rnake cri1 es, o?· ac 
ons on account of chas.1;es tha~ are J tr ·~, , ~c~ 
none of too foft and eafy !)enevclence in1a;:r ~ 

th at in politics, becallfe goCJd is t ne pr( 1.~~~ d 
obje<l, good is tl1erefore the de~ red çnJ. 1.. '; 
afi~Jiin \-varns not his intended victi:11 l· =-fo,. ~ 
firikes. Thofe who have crverturned en.at li' 
ed governn1ents, ba·ve never tbn11~;bt it ~~ cf·-·· _ ... 

ry to give prevîcus notice of th ~ir defi ~. "L... L: 
is not the c ( n ce a 1 u 1 en t, but i t '"'H) u 1 J h r:! t t~ e ,_­

vowal oft~-1e r fal intention, in tbefc cafe:. ~"lu~:1 
\Yould excite aftnn · C1m(at. For ex pre.. ; .. o - ) 

cd· inviolable loyalty, and a~t:3 ~·l!111ent ~,, t--; 
r l . r 1 r • ()_ 

crown, look at t ue re1o utioüs o~ t ;le i1J.lL n1~ t-
• - rl l.! .1 . bv 



ings of t~elegates in America. F'or t~1e ianguage 
of warm and enthufiaftic fidelity and devotion 
to t~-1e king, (;Xarnine the prott~edings of the af­
femblies which were the nurferies of the Revo­
lution in :France. Wl1at then is the criterion by 
which we ihould regulate our fufpicions ? the 
anf\ver is obvious-the times in which the ~~1an­
ges are propofed, and the manners and charac­
ters ot the deliberative bodies who propofe t ~· em. 
Could tLofe be fa1d to be actuated by patriotiim 
ir1 Ireland, \vl1o in times of difficulty [!nd dan­
ger, endeavored to excite jealoufies and difcon­
tents, or who endeavored to defrroy or weaken 
the confidence of the public in the ad minifiration 
of jufiice ? ShaH thofe be faid to l1ave been actu­
atcJ by patriotifm, in Ireland, w-= .o exulted with 
in ,n.tlndnjoy at the profpeé1 of vengeance o'rer 
t ·eir tellow beings; or 'vl: o raved witl1 fayage 
rancotlr to finrl tueir intended victims withdra,vn 
from their grafp? \Vl1o in clamorous contention 
for t! ,eir own rights, fcrgot that tlteir fuperiors 
bad alfo rig ts to defend ? and that thofe 'vhich 
they themfelves mi~~1t claim, tl1ey were entitled 
to, not abfolutel)T, fèperatel;r, and ir:dependant­
ly·, but relatively, dependently, and in connex­
ion witn the rights of oth~rs, and \vith their 
O'\vn duties ? Sedition bas t ;o ofren appeared 
in t . . e gui fe of patriotifm ; treafon und er tl1e 
n1ask of ln;ralty" for mere pretence to obtain 
credit ;-and if the n1ode and tendency of a 
ct .. ange fhall be pert1icious, and if t r e ti1ne '\Jvhen 
it is en<.icavored to be effeél:ed, :fhall increafe 
the cvil, and if i11 fran tic zeal for rii;hts, the in-

nG-
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no,rator·s fbaH he re~1rdlef; .of pr')prfet~, decen­
cy, and dnty ;-e·\.,.ery 1n1n in "' his fenfes muft 
f~IPJ?Ofe the În!e:Ition to be infanious. The ju­
d··~ious "'.r111 not he in:B ue~ce~1 by profeffiùns 

• 1 • 

W11r:n t h:~T ·~2.:1 JUd~~ by fatts. 
,..[ o fin d Îd fr e q ~ 1 è 11 tl y in the re co :· 13 of na ft 

times litt!e In ore th;-t n a ~.i:end8.r of c: ~ ~es'i ~ 1n-
11ot faii to b.~ !1ig!~ly dtftreffing to ail the bene­
vo1e'1t \v ho fe::-k for hiftoricc1l i 1f0r at1on. But 

" • • .r. · h.l r I · as :11tory 1s p t 010p 1y teach1qn- ]yv c~{a ~n· '' ~") / l'le, the .~efl _;[t' ng tna y leJ.rn frorn t · e p :1, 
t,!e little reliance t .ey ught to place u pon the 
prefè1tt ; and if they l1o!1e dt all for the 1utu.ce1 

they V\t"Ïtl le~~,..n wir:1 t~e u 11 i! .. ty 01 devo~Îoq, 
t o h cp e vvi th f ça r. T 0 1 i , e, i .. 1 de f d, und er the 
cont~rJUri.l dread of gl·eat evi1s, would be of it­
fe if a he;: v y· cal a, 11 i ~ )r ; but t o 1 ive w i thou t t ~~. e 
d.·ea•i of them, vVL. uld be fO t-urn t e danger in­
ta th~ dif~fter, 

T • 1~ •l• o l {" • b • d 1-... . ~nt l tt-r \ V1t.:.1 a .îureivn po\ver ma v '"'~ avo1 -
; 0 

ah le c.~l~J 2.cciJeD~al-but J ~cob:nif;n, a potver 
o.f' Jorn ~rl:c gro\rJth, h)r the very co:1dition of 
i ts e.x; [fen ce, by its efi"f ntial couftitu i. ion, is in a 
ft a te of afti ve, inceŒ1:1 t and perpetuai h ofti I t .r 
wit~1 ali civilized people, and \Vith ali eftabli~'"l-

T .. f . . 1 ed gnvernments. be v1rtuous rom pr1nc1p1e 
-the vvealthy frotn intereft-the elevated from 
honor-t 1ofe in office trotn gratitude-and ali 
from patriotifm, are bound to oppofe its pro­
grefs "vith unceafing vigilance, aétivity aGd e .. 
nergy. 

Let thofe \Vho hold exiftence too burthen-
foine upon fuch terms, V\rho hold the profperi-

D ty 
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ty of tl-,e~r dcfcendants & the good of the com­
munity of too little moment to be fecured by 
conftant vigilance and unwearied exertion, lie 
down in "the fleep of duft and difgrace," and 
forget their families and their country. 

NERVA;) 

.. 

No~ 
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[No. V.] 

'' The thiflg which is, i.r thal wbich hath bee1r 

'& there is ·no new thing under the Sun." ' 

T was often declared :in Ireland by the affo-

ciates of Napper Tandy, that '' any kind 

of reform might do fomething to pleafe, but no­

thing to fatisfy t' e pcople-it would pleafe, in­

afrnuch as any re(or1n once made, would make 

every riform afte;-wards more eafy. It m1g~t 

t 1en be e1~peétçd to n'love on fro~n GRADU .}.1L 
.. 

to TO JAL."-Volu'lles have been written u-

pon t,:e abr.Jfe of \vords, and the 11eceilit v of 

ufing the~1 accorJ ing ta tl1eir fett1ed, C01Timon, 

and determinate accept~tion. But fame depar .. 

ture fro1n eftab1ifhed rules in the ufe of lan-

guage ought r1ot to excite [l_1rprife, fince we , 

haYe long ceafed to view wit1
1 aftoniiliment, de­

viations from propriety in conduét, wherever · 

intereft or party Ï3 concerned, 'J he who le art 

ufed by many demagogues to acquire popula .. 

rlty and obtain fupport, has heen t ·~:e perpetuai 

u(e, and confiant n1ifàpplication of certain terms 

of magical influence ; indeed, among the illi­

tirate and tl~e vt1lgar, but to many of wl1ich, 

t be underil:andiug of the ignorant, is inadequate 

to annex any accurate, prccife, or def1nite 

idea :.-..Th us t he natne of Liberty, as profiit.ur:.:. 

ed by den1ocracy, J1as no other fignification· 
th an 



t1~an licentiouft1efs a11d a!larchy. Reform be-
~ 

cpmeg fynonimus vvit 1
1 c:1an~~e or alteration, 

rights fignify f:-eedom from ali leg;1l refirai11r s, 
and exemption from duties patriot-'' in de­
mocratie fer1fe, ~ 

'' Means one who labors to fupplant his prince'' 
One, who 

'· ;waintains the multitude can nrvcr err, 
'~And feats the people in t;-:e papal c~.lair. '' 

And by the multitude, or the people, is un­
derfrood, not the c1uiet, innoflenfiv~, fubmiffi \Te, 
and indufl:rious community, who meddle 'vith 
no conccrns except t. eir OV\ ... n ;-but t~:e dif­
contented fev1 wr.Lo are Bagitioufly feelcing for 
power, or malignantly endeavoring tc fubvert 
it. It ought ho"rever to be confrantly berce i:1 
mi11d, th at in all Ct un tries t1~e fpirit and pr!nci­
p1es of tl1e difcontented fe,v, ha .... ~e eve~tua!ly 
pervaded, and will a1vvav·s iïlevilab/)' per\Tade, 
tl1e mafs of the people, vvh(re the '\Yea!<::nefs or 
f.)lly of tl1e executive bas re;~cY~.~ed or leifenêd 

. the fal\lt~ry checks of efiahliihed po\ve~ï. And 
principally, and tnofi f .. ~ta1_ y·, \v ill this e~~è3: te 
produced, w: ere th€ Î111beci:ir}r o~ .. the executive 
ihall have carelefsty fuffe ed, or \vantonl).,. pro­
p10ted, th~ det;radation and o:fgrace of judicial 
a ut ority ; an 3 uthorit y·., \V!1:ch , ~s 1~~s bee11 
fhewn from tl1e exper:e11ce of ages 1n all ci,~ili­

zed countries, and in all eflabt~11-1 d goYern­
:plents_, it is cifential to prefcrYe ail1cngtl the 
Pf~ ~1.1 r~nl~, exte11t, per111anence, ~l' ~1 :nfl Lience 

Foït _· 
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f,ortunate1y for Ireland its ccn:1exion VJi~h Great 
l. r~ tain afiorded ho re cf u lt~ n1ate fee L' r~! y'> a nd 
t~1e ren1oYal of } arl Fitz~ \Villiatn, although lt fs 
f;?cedy· than \Yas vvifJ1ed, and too late to Frevent 
i.njt1ry., \Vas y·et fufilc!ently early to allüvv his 
iuccefror to arreft the rrc.;rtfs of evil.. Let us 
.fl • d , • f ' {r 4 r 1\., 1tr1p t.~e ec1arat1cn c the a_l~~c~ates .1r ;,apper 
1 .,andy, bef ore quoted, of tl1e LEfguife v\rhich is 

1 l J ·n d ,........ .. · b d · l Cél1L'U t..lteu to tT11 ea . 1 r.1s rnay e one "vYit 1 

no fu :-t_ cr trot: ble t~· a11 th at of fubft~tutin g fur 
t e 'YOl ds '' rifornz,11 and " .tJeoplr.:," tho fe 
v~ i •ich i 2ve been .n1entioned aq f) non1mc us in 
the 1nouth of a d(;Innrratic péAtriot, The ,~.- hole 
w11l t en be una1r1b1 rruous, ""-ill conYey t ~ e pre-

<.-=> • 

ciie meaning of the fpea!~ers, and will fl:and 
th us:- r )ny k.ind of céaJt:;e might do fometl:ling 
to pl eare, but noth:r g ~0 f~tisfy t1:e discontented, 
inafm ucb as any chctJ7ge oc cc made, would rr ake 
every change aitervvards more e'-,fy. Ir might 
thcn be expcéled to n1ove on, from GR.;\DU AL· 
toT( JT AL. In other '\.vords from partial alte­
ration to perfeél r~vo!ution, \V:JÎC3 is prefurned 
to be t r·e rr1eaning of to~2.! change. 

\Ve gave in our lafi nu1nber, a fe\v conjectures 
rc:ii")ectin g the Bacle La11e Parli~n1ent in IrelDnd. 
!.Jet us confidl .. r in V\ .. hat tnan ner this interÇJfling 't1 
va!uable'portion of tt.e cotnmunity vvould have 
been in clin cd to p1 oceed thro' the untried and 
devÎOUS \Y2ys, the Ïntricate anà rerplexing ma­
ZC3, it }-ad detern1i ned to txrlcre, in the ne'v 
and dangerous I11J!~ch ti·om graduai to total z..lter­
a t ion. N E R v .4r\. l as al r ca d }' r c tn ar k e d , t !-- at t o 
eficCt a change and oYertu~-.1 the eilablifhed or-

de~ 
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der of tl1in~s rrqt1ired no weak or pun~r effort in 

guvern1nent, wl;ler~ the courts of Jufiice with 

a firm anJ ftc1dy tanù oppc fed the prvg~--efs of 
confufion aad innovation. To deftroy the pü\V­

er ~\: inLliet:ce, and to difgrace tLe charaéler and 

principles of the judiciar;, -vvould tt: erefore be­

come an ( 1)jeél: of pr~mary and indifpenuG:e ne­

ceiTity ; a ·1d if accompJifhed, it migl1t ~eafona~;ly 

be confiderrd as t i~ e r·arbi·1ger of cornplete fuc­

cefc; in every fubfequent attempt for t' .. e acqui­

f1!ion of F01Ver. ln ail fi{,ieties, puv:.:t r 71l!{;1le 
p!~ced Jcnzewbere, ~ 1ul c'e11J.r/crats ~2.-'tlf kucw, tl·at 

~+ its e~:ercife be cbjtrztcted, or its erLiltnce annihi­

fa:ed in ~ne quarter, it 1ïlt!fl t1 neceJiiiJ' encreqfe ei-
, 1 • 1 z.r· 1 f · ' 

tr}er retat:·vet)' ar au;u. tt fe)' zn anct:,.,er. 
The exatnple of t~1e parlian1ents t1nder Charles 

J fi '\vould fbow to t::e "people''* tl:e great ad­

van tage to ne deri;Ted from a ne\i\ ... jur1fdit!ion 

(before wl1om a11 fhct1ld trernble, \vl~o before 

haù be en mo fi fe cure in integrit y, talents, ftation 

and credit) by fuperinducing upon. t .:e old and 
kr:own legjflat!ve authority of the Lo\Yer Huuft! 

the difi1nél: anù fepa!ate c ·, 2raB:er cf interprr:ter.r 

of the la\:vs; ând tite exatnple ot th~ fame par­

liarnents, '' ould rrffcrd precedents of impezch-
'' '' . b . . .c ments ex 1Jh ru 11.·ctu, \ Vl t ... out '"a1trng 10r 

\v hat tl1e" p{!triots'~ 1-r::g:~t ccrd!cier t 1e riàiculous 

~nd unneccifary t~,rrr:ality ofpre\ icus compl2.~nts 

or accufë~~tions. If a11v lover of order i11cula be 

fo perverfc as to deny the propriety of: fuch pro-
ceed-
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~eedings, the friends of" reforJn"' might ask I1im 
If any body of men could be fo TvVell qualilied to 
determine the ine1.ning of th.e laws as the Lower 
Houfe whicl1 affifl:s in making them ? and they 
might also ask, wl1ether any man could be fo 
fitlpid as not to perceive, that if complaints and 
accufatÏ011S muft precede imreachinents, parlia­
mentary profecutions might never be inftitt1ted 
becaufe the perfons injured might vvilfully a:1d 
criminally refolve never tc produce any charges 
againft tl1eir oppreifors ? To the advocates of 
'' /ibert;'" therefore, it would be apparent, that 
the Lower Houfe ought from its own mere mo­
tion, full power, and abfolute authority, to takc 
upon itfelf, witl:out the tedious preliminaries of 
complaint and proof, the entire aifertion and 
ptlniihment of all matters of delinquency-. From 
this practice the friends of ~' liberty'' \vould pe­
rive a double advantage ; the houfe by its firft 
vote might declare what was the law, and by 
the ncxt vote migbt eitabliili the matters of faél: 
how and by whom it had been violated ; and 
by thefe eafy and exreditious rc.p~f:.;res tlley 
might avoid ali the linge1:ng deiayS, and endlefs 
circuities, which obfiruél: ~ ·1 d Î!T\lj ~de t:1e corn-· 
1non and eftabliihed modes of proceeding. Tl1e 
friends of" refornz'r would in tb at cafe be ecaoo:t 
bled to defi:roy, at once, ali the refpect and def­
erence felt, by the lower orders (vvl1om they 
would ftyle the long oppreifed and blinded peo­
people J to thofe in authority, and would teach 
thetn to behold \vith n1ingled horror and afton-

- i.înmcnt, as their favage tyrant ,, and bitter e?e­
mies,. 
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1i1ies, t~1ofe ver)T perfons from who1n, in vv11at 
the '~ potriotJ" would ca1l the da ys ot t ~-.eir de1u­
f1on, they had been acct1fl:0mcd to expect J>rn­
teétion and Jufli~e, and "vhom t {:ey bad been 
taugi1t to regtird vv!tl1 efl:eem and veneration -
In tl1c mindc; of the ignorant popuJa~e, to tranf­
fcr tJ c o1iu m exc1ted a gai :1ft thofe \\T~o are Yefl­
e<l vvith judic1al authoritv, to th~ ,)cvereign from 
V\., hotn th at authcrity emanate~, 'v ill al v~-a ys he 
eafv, and muft be the intention, as -----ell as the 
tendency, v\-·here the en tire body ... cf the judicia­
ry is att&cked and perfccuted ; for, if a reform­
ation clf the law irfelf, or of t1 .. e eH~:1bliG1ed prac­
tice in its adminrftratior, be the real as \vell as 
pretcnded ubject, it vvou]J be, vvith facilit)1 , at­
tainab1e, by a ne\v legiflative enaélmf nt, v-vith­
out a cru fade againfl: : ~+ e judges, \Yl1o und er their 
oaths of office, ë_dininifter jnftice, to the beft of 
their appre ~enficn, in conform~ty to law, au­
thority and precedent. But t ~ .is '\vould have 
been a quiet and re gu lar courie w'bic~l 'vould 
l1ave exciteJ no popL1l:1r feeliar; or commotion, 
and cnr~fequently \vonld not baYe [1.tiffied tl1e 
'' patriots ," becaufe its tendcnc;T f~·o1n graJual to 
to tot:J1 '' rcfornz" \vould neit:.Aer haYe bcen firong 
nor immediate. 

Une of the moft elebant and judic1ous hifl:ori­
ans, of one of the 111oil enlighten~d of n~tion~, 
[a ~-,r-ntcl1man] l1as remarked, that "the jealons 
icnoYatcrs in the Lo,ver ot1se under (..~harles 

the Ist, by prc:tnoting a1ltncastlres '\V ~tich desrà­
dcd those vestcd 'Yith anth rity· fron1 the Cro\1\Tn, 
l1oped to Céirry tl1e natio11 fron1 a 11atr~d of their 

t1er-. 



( 33 ) 

persons to an opposition against their office, 
and by tllofe means to difarn1 their Monarch." 
The Lov;~r Houfe, in his reign invei~hed with 
bitternef" againfl: t;1e cour,s, as '' arrayed in ter­
rors," for it was not their intention that any ter­
rors fhotild be felt, by the '' people" fave "' .. hat 
the houfe itfelf might c!1oofe to occafion. In one 
oftheir refolves theJ openly told t e Lords that 
'' t -ey t1 ~en1felves were tbe Reprefentatives of 
'' t ~e whole kingdom, and that the Peers were 
'' notl1ing but individuals, w '10 held their feats 
'' in a particu]ar capa city; and therefore if t ·~ eir 
'' Lordfhips vv-ot1ld not confent to the paffing 
'''of aB:s, \:V ~ .. icl·1 they fhotlld judge neceifary 
'' for the prefervation of the people~ (of \V . ..ich 
'' the refufell of the Lords would prove the ne­
·' ceffity) t 2e Commons, with fuch Lords, if 
'' any, as 1nig:1t be wil1ing to join them, muft 
'' unite for that purpofe.'' They alfo voted 
that "vvf ·en in Parl ia1nent, which t ~1ey declared 
'' '\vas tA_e fupreme Cotlrt of judicature., they 
'' ihould determine -vvl1at the law of t!"te land was ; 
'' to have the detertninations 110t only queftio­
'' ned but contradiéled, was a high breach of 
'' t~)eir l;rivileges." ,/\:1d on another occafion 
'' they declared th~t tbe king, feduced by wick­
'' ed cOl.lnfel, had violated the rights and privi-

• '' leges of his parliament, who in ali their con­
" fultatio11S and aél:ions, had propofed no othet 
'' end than the care of his kingdorns." 1'hey 
'' offered alfa certain conditions 011 vv- : ,ich the·y 
'\vere V\yilling to cotne to a good un Jerftanding 

· \VÎtl1 the~r Sovereign ; in \vhich they tnodeftly 
E re 

\ 
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tcqui ·~-l ·~at no man ~01lld rerrlain in t~e coun­
ci1 w o \Vd.'l not agreaiJ]e tot em ; and tl~at no 

perfon Jhould e ca li ed to the U PIJer !-loufe \vitl1-
out their approhatio1, nor r e rr:ncioal Juùges 
appointed 11nlefs up(;n their recomn1er.datic)n, 

and t.1at they fi1ould be fuf,;enJc J as often as 
t~'ley beca~ne obnoxious to t ··e Lo,,~er · -' ou fe, 
which they l1ad, as before tnentioned, V'>ted to 
the firfi court of judicature in the realm. To 
thefe reguifitions, the \vorthy and unfortun2te 
King, wno in fetltiment at leafi differed \YÎdely 
from Earl Fitz-\Villiarn, (although in blindnefs, 
weaknefs and want of judgment, a degrading 
refemblance, i11 many infiances, 111ight be dif­
covered between them) replied, '' fhould I grant 
'' thefe demands, I n1ay be 'vaited on bare-hea­
'' ded ;. the title at l\1ajefty may be continued 
'.' and t .e King' s autl1ority may ilill be the fiyle 
'' of your comtnan.ds; I may have f\Yords a11d 
'' maces carried before me, ar1d pleafe m-yft:lf 
c, with t.: e fight of a cro,vn and fceptre, ( t!--oe6h 
'' even thefe (wigs will not long fleuri fu \V l1en 
'.' ti e ilock on \VÏ ,ich tl1e}r gro\v is 'vitl1ered) 
'' but as to true and real a ut l ority·, ' I i11all re- . 
'' main but t!1e outfide, the picture, fign, and 
'~ fhado\v of a king." 

NERVA is a\vare that l~e may be asked, '\vhy 
in enquiries concerning the affairs in Ireland, 
he indulges l1imfelf in excurfive obfervations re­
fp~élîng the meafures of other countries and more 
difta11t periods ? and th at he n1ay be told, if he 
al1ows l~in1felf in one inftance, fuc~1 a departu1e 
fro111 l1is fu·bjeé'r, l1e may in· another,- extend the 

li\:ence 
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licenc~. and fat!g~e his re~~ers with remarKs up­

on ~atiO?S .and t11nes \Vhic r~ h a ve long ceafed to 

~e mter~fhng, or have been long involvçd 

m obfcur:ty. To thofe who may be di1P'ea:. 

fed at tLe prefent, and ~fraid of future di-

g;:-e~o~s, he c~n .on! y .reply-that, time, which 

ca1r1es Into ohliv1on the memorv ot men ,,., o 

rave long been numbered wit1·• the dead, lérves 

alfa to rem ove tl1e veil of rrejud· ce and illutîotl 

from t ~-: e <:_on(1ucr of tl1( fe who have more rè­

cen tl y dcparted. l11 t ,-: e imrr .. edjate glare of fuc­

cefs there is danger th1 t what d:1zzles may mif­

lead ln periods fa r remote, the light of tru th 

gleams tao faintLy tl1rough the gloom of ant;qui...: 

ty, to imprr k witl1 much eflec~. In hiftorical 

~Ifquifition .q J.S "{vell as in ali others, the golden 

m ean is to be fought if p ra&ical utility be the 

object propofed. i "+ nd in fuc11 diiquifitions, this 

golden n1ean n1ay be found, in the annals of all 

countries, in ali ti1ofe national occurrences which 

are neither fo ancient as to difappoint t .'1 e labor 

of refearch, nor fo recent as to be liable to mif­

reprefentation, from the bias or prepoflèffions of 

exifting and contendir1g parties. Beyond thefe 

bolinds ~erva will not \vander, and while he. 

confines his walk within them he perceives no im­

propriety in briefly a~verting to thofe meafure& 

even of other countries, ~hich may ferve to ex­

plaitl or illufi:rate the intention and t:ndency ~~ 

t~?. proceedings of th~e malcontents In Irelanc. 

Nerva is alfa aware, t~~ at he may be told that th~ 

back la ne parliament did r:ot proceed fo far a.~ 

'he low~r I-Iotife tlnder CJ1ar les the x fi, and th at 
'" · · a part 

.. 



a part ·of the refolutions of the latter were aot ex­
pr6fsly voted by the former. To this he will an­
fwer that but a very fmall excefs on fide of the 
lower houfe underCharles the Ifi will be fou nd 
in w hat he has related, and th at this ftnall excefs 
may probably be, by anticipation, an account , 
of the proceedings of fame future back lane par­
liament, in the rn arch to reform. 

NERVA. 

-
- , 

1 

-
NO. 
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~' The thing u;Lich is, is th at wbich ha th be en 
t1 zhere is 110 new thùzg tmder the Sz.11." ' 

. l.et ~s furpose a pian to :~ave heen Jang efta­
blt.f11ed 1n Ireland to degrade the higher authori­
ties in the State. 

Let us fuppofe the JuGges to hay·e been origi­
nally eligible to the Irif.n I-i ouf<: of Corn mons, and 
tl1e ti·iends of" reform" to have 1aboured to ex­
pel them from t!-eir feats, un der a pretended d1 ead 
of the baneful influ ~:nce, of eve11 a fingle men1-

ber of the judiciar)7 , in any body politic, alt~.~.o' 
'' but one againfi an 11oft." 

Let us fuppofe that afterwards, to fatiffy t1 e 
clatnors of the '' patt iots" an aB: of difqualifica­
tion bad been paff~d v1itl1 t b e concurrence of the 
r<: fi of the lfgiflature, hy ' v hi ch the judges were 
perpetually excluded from the Lower Houfe. 
Let us fuppofe the Lower Hotlfe to have been 
principally compofed of, or principally influen­
ced, guided and direéted by, 5 awyers, Attor­
nies, Notaries, and t l eir Clerks ; --pt rf ons, ,vhofe 
whole property taken colled:ively, TNould not 
bave amounted to as much as was rolicffèd by 
many an individual taken fingly ;-perfons, who 
could not on that account be confidered as any 
reprefentation of the property of t loe cou~try .for 
which they \Vere to legiflate ;-a reprdentat~on 

,;v lu ch 
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\Yh ic 11 practical politicians con filer as cffi:ntial 
for tl1e prefervation of tranquiliry in all ~ovcrn­
mel\tS ;-perlons \vho hav ... e lit~le or nc~thing at 
fiak:e in t' .. e co ntry, could colifeque~tly feel lit- _ 
tle or no in~er~~ i .. t!1~ maintenance of pub­
lic fccurity, or the xi fi· .. s ü~der of things, 
fave only t~1e .interefl vlhich r .. i~ t be ex~ited 

~ (J 

by their natÎ\e integrity and vi1~u~ (to ufe 
a pb raie f f ll[al ambigu~~y) '' be the !ar,... e 
n1ore or lef'-t; 'pc fons W;"'O b~inA mr>re Îmmed­
Ïately ur.1Jer t rè c;on:roul, fa ;e .. Î:-l~ende,..,ce, and 
direétion vf the j udicia ·y·, \\ .. oeld be rn ore fre­
quently expr,fcd to tLtir a1.A~1nadve~·fîons for im­
proprietie~ in conJuél ; a·~ct who \Y0 1Jld there· 
fore ti nd it ex· ren · c . con,renient to t;e!lroy the 
au thor i t y v.~ l1 i c 11 re ft i aine J an _ -ê nt t ~ : e rn in or­
der; or \vho would find it hi6'1lv advantageous 
to in veil t~eRlfelves "vitl1 po\vers fGperior to thofe 
of the J udges of the la!1d, from a knowledge 
t' ~at he whofe judge is his dependant, may ex· 
pect, or if he fhall think proper, ca~1 e rcn en. 
force, an undue portion ofjudicial favor and for­
bearance. 

It tnuft be apparent, that alt,o' the exch1fion 
of a Judge from fuch a l1oufe •" tnight do fl'me& 
t !-l ing to pleafe, it \vould do not~1ing to f( tiffy" 
its 1ne1nbers. Let us then fuppofe the Lo,~tel" 
I-Joufe, after the lapfe of tV\?O or three years, in 
fu rtherance of the lcng cfiabliibed plan for de­
grading the higher autl1orities ir1 the ft3te,-to 
f1af0 an aét to dii~:uaiify the juJges fron1 fi~ting in 
'l1e lJ 41per f-~oufe, and to deprive l1is l\1ajefty of 

~ ilie 
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the pc\~.rer of cal!ing them to his counc:ls To 
the fcLer & enlig~~ened it n1ight not be perfeélly 
clear, th at a. J!leaiure which migl •t agree parti cu- , 
larly \\rell \VI t h the i11terefb,, preJudices, vanitv, 
<1r re""v?e!'~ ;e rf a fe\v Lawyer3, Attornie~, NGt~­
ries, a 11 t eir ( 1erks, '~rould, for that reafon, 
be p er f .. ét l y con 4 i 2c._ n.t V\y i th the in te re fi: s of t , . e 
refè (;f the cornmunity. It n' ig; t indeed be fug­
gr ftèd, th at w; ile t!~e I.Jo\ver I-I ou fe ihould be 
Ct)mpofed of, or gove1ned by cbaratters ot fuch 
defcriptions, it could not be Îtnproper . to co:In· 
teraél t !e eiTeél: of their preponderance, by t~1e 
adtniffion of ali thofe into the Upper I-leufe, to 
'\V ~~ ain their defigns and intrigues iho:Jd be heH: 

knOV\'"D, and vvhofe legal abilities and inforn1ati•;n 

would be requifite to provide the mofi cosJilitu­

t ional and efficacious means for rcndering abor­

t ive every meafure of dangerous or fufpiciou~ten­

èenc)r· The fober and enlightened \vouJd re­
colleé1, t 11at needy, difcontented, and turbulent 
Lavvyers, r\ttornies, 1"\otélries, and t~ eir (Je ··:.,~, 
con1pofed the principal po~·tion of thofe A !fern­

blies \Vl'·ich in a g~·eat country, aL~ in modern 
' ' times in~r0duced the "regna de la toi," and fr01:1 

tl1e benefits : .. eretofore conferred by thefe ]t'gal 
anci aà\7 eoturous char~[t,~rs , they \voul,J le~ ! to 
eftin:ate the future fa v ours to be t xpeé.lr~ rl fro•~l 
1 e g i i1 at ive b où i es of a fi rn ·1 ar co rr! p J ~L j' J 11 ' n 
fnort, it is not ir:üprob3 ble if t~.ley b\ i id tl ~ 
Lovv-er Houfe direCtcd, irnpe1led> a ~n 2_-· ·{._'fe J 
fol ely by the harpies of t Le fubo,·di '.1 ,.~c ~ d ei_S 

f ; 1• b .. t:;., . . 1 pl uir1(.\rc 'tl '""lH.lR o t ne a ~ .. v, "{/ m': 1 e 1 ' ! ... ) c ~ -t -' .1. , ... , j, '" .. · t 
1 1 ' L . ,. . " '( 1 ) c . .nf ;:J.t"' "{ " 1 0 Cg a ' /CC U Ill (a ! t; tf) ". d ~ 'V'/ Ü 4. \J "'- l,. - - :ï , v V • 
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live by fvJ!aLlcs, ''t!1at t'le worth y and enlig~ten­
ed would beco1oe iTlore than ever defirous, thnt 
the ·upper Houfe !hould receive an acceffion of 
talents and influence i11 the \veight and digr1ity of 
fuc :1 Judges as l1is Maje~ty f11ould t ~J Ï11k p oper 
to fclect. Or if ot1 t he other h::tnd, any rcafons 
cot1ld in-fl•Jenc~ t~etn to \viili for the exclt1fio11 
o; j udicial ~Nifdo 1n, integrity, ifc:enfion, a nd expe­
rience trorr1 the !1igher branch of the Legiflature, 
f~tr r~ore pov~er.fal tnoti ves '\"lould urge then1 to 
defirc the expulfion of foren fic ibnora11ce, li­
centio ... Jfi_efs., violence, anJ inlifcretion, from the 
Lc,.ver Houfe. ~ 

I~et llq furrofe t~·e h~rt m~ntioned bill to de-
. prive l1 i s M. a j ..._ ~~y nf t 11 e p q '·'rer of cali in g t l1 e J t1 d­

ges to the Upr~cr ! ... oufe, to' h2ve been rejeéted 
"vith the tnarke .. l d:s2;:probation it deferved. 
The fai lure o! a 11ng1e a:ternpt co1Jld hardly· be 
expeaed to d:rn1nifh P"reatlv the ardor of fe retific 0 1 

and notarial enterF rize, or to I(~{fen t e charac-
·a· ·.( r • d ·11 teru.LlC perse\Terance 01. t :c1~ unv,rea;-ie\. cav1 ers 

at points an~ partiel es. Sucl1 a Ç~1lure\' ould oa­
ly be confidered to mz!. ~c it neceff1ry to varyT for 
a moment the n1o~e aaJ nature of the attac ... ~. 

Let us t \ ·en fu pp )fe t ~1 e Lo\ver I:-Io~1i~, for 
the ptlrpofe <}f Ina ,:ing t~~e neceû: ij' change in 
operations, · and of givin<~ ,.nc,re effect to their 
hoft.ility, to confiitnte itfèif t he h!~heft court 
of JUDICl\.1'UR ri. i11 tt1e r ealtn and to invc:ti­
gate t l1e RtJI~!~S (1F PR .. AC'fiCE of a11 the 
courts of King's Dench, and of appea!s Î11 the 
Kingdon1 ;-l~ulLs \v ich cv-ery· cotirt of Jus­
tice · mt1ft, by the 'Ter.- e!!\;ncc alJ.d fpirit of itt; 

con. 
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tonfi:ituti_on,. poffefs, inherent] y anJ withOut eX­
prefs aut.10~1ty, the right of mùing ; but which 
the courts In lrelJ.nd were alfo anthorized to 
make by pofitive and particular legi!lati ve enaél­
ments. L\fter p1rtial and hafi:y examination, 
by a fe ~1 of the .no ft darin g of ôe " patriots ·' 
let tl ~ ii:p c~~ t '~ e Lo,ver Houfe to refolve t ~:t 
l' J r TT • ' B a~l _ne courts 0 :r j~ .. ng s en ch an cl of Appeals had 
, 1 .. l f' l ( VIOtatec the J.\V '"' o t~1e a Y}d, turning w hat the 

unrt:flt.e:ng lJ' 
1 ~Il , 1~ ~1ad con J.1d~rrd tl_ e pure 

fou11+2 tJ'S of Iufil< e '\ · 11to n ~nu tee [v ure t- s of in i-
l ~ 

-" ~ tb h n 1 c n ;:-..· · qu!ty ano rd.t t c r ~J cS 01 1.Jr "'-~ -ce ,~v~ere un colle> 
ftitutionaJ) arb;.trary' and i rlegal. 

Bv f1~, rtfolu~ ::; _s it is eYide11t t,:at not the 
Chief Juftice: ;.._looe \vou1d be decldrèd cuJpaLle. 
b ,..1 t tbat ev::-ry Ju.dge of ail the courts of J\_in~'s 
Eench a!1' nf l~ppea\~, rnuJt be eq\1<:i1ly É_,uiic; .. ::; 
eqt1a1ly unvrcrtny of 1 Ïg dignjiled fiaticn, and 
er:_,Jall v efex-v:ng of rt.1n~fl.1n1ent For (i~ e po'N­
e A -o n' ake- rule~ ~.f Pracrice cuuld refide nnly :n 
t !1e courts, and not in any individudl 1nerr:ber of 

them. i nd as the Chief Jtiftices alone could 1 ot 
confiitu_e the courts, tl1e Chief J ufi:îces al one 
could not poffefs even t >e po\·ler to n1ake Ru1es 

of Pra8:ice. The Chief J1_1ftices might prefil~e 
indeed, but they could po!fefs no tnore po,;ver 
thau any other Judf:e· Their pre-enj?ence could 
confifl: only in digr ;~ty, not in. autho~1ty. + 

Let us fuppofe the J:Idges m 
1
all t ne cour,s ~­

bcve menti )ned to 1!ave exc( e<Jed, not only IIl 

t< lent and integrity, but eve~ i.n number, ali 
e ::e Attornies, 1\o::aries, and tr: e~r cie:ks, who 
prefumed in the I46ower Houfe to ueter1n1ne ùpon 

F the 
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~J1e 'yal' d·tv of their pro~eedings ;-and let u~ 
fuppofe (fince it would carry an af;pearance of 
abfurdity, if, from a difference of opinion, a 
fm"ner nu1nber of the t1nder gïaduates, in t e 
bf>undlefs and uncertain fcienc(: of the iaw rnould 
boldly cr~minatc a grearer number of t l1e higher 
orders in the fam~ profcffion,) that t e Lo\ver 
Houfe ihould not at once venture to proftcute ali 
the Judges, whom by neceffary and una'~.~oidable 
implication, they l1ad declared to be guilt-y-, but 
fhould feJect, a.s objeéts of impeacl-1rnent, c~Iy 
tWO C~jief jufiices, 'wh 9fe rernoval C( u]d be rt<~ 
more neceffary,or advantageo~sto the in habitants 

· ùf Ireland, tl1'-n the remov~l of ali t l-- eir ,.:!foc· a te~ 
in Împtltecl iniquity. \V ould not fo parti ai a 
meaft.re ar:-'ear ridiculous \vhen it fhould be con­
fidered tnat the '' f atrÎots'' \JVOU}d have ~cft all 
their fellnw fubjects ftill ex ··ofed to the pretend­
~d tyranny of the remaini. g judges, 'vl1ich they 
might ha,re hoped to prevent, if the)7 had aCte~ 
~'ith proper copfiftency; and had irnpeach ed ail 
~he Chief ~nd pu1tne Jqdges of the ~et:c~ and 
of appeals .,, e11171asse": \\. ould it r1ot in confe-
quence be fuppofed, tha t the felecrion o.f only t\vo 

Chief Juftices, as the in1mediate v·ictitns, ' ;vas 
made merely to preyent ti: e tao early and cu!n­
plete difplay of the defigns of the friends of tl1e 
'' p~op~~, ' which ~night be rendered more dan­
gerous, or be lia ble to n101 e oLftrucrions in the 
exect1tion, ~f perfeÇllight fl1culd be allo\i\Ted to 
iliine ~1po~1 tl1e entire pl, n, and it could b~ ' riew-

4 

ed in its 'vl1ole extent? 
Und er circutnfi.ances fin1ilar to thofe whicl1 

ha v~ 
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ha'T~ been h;Tpothet~çal!y imagined, itwould be-
come the in-per:ou$ duty cf everv w·e11 vv-iiher to 
l.is country to expofe' ta detefl:ation, the inten..,. 
ti ons of t Île pretend ers to loyalty, (a) and to 
break in their ~ands the iron rod of oppreffion," 
a fèourge \'V hi ch t ey '\vielded only to introduce 
confuficn, and to gratify the malignity of the 
mean 2.gainft t:.e bigh. But, . however, lauda­
~le the intent1cns and exertions of individuals in 
private migbt be, the chief and rroft effedual 
fupport, v-vhiclr could be affcrced to the admin., 
iftration of tte laws, wl1en attack@d, could only 
ha,~e been expetl:ed from the Reprefentative of 
Majefiy. From the Viceroy himfelf. 

Did he give t r:at fupport? Did he lhow him­
felf eyen inclined to proteét thofe wortry fervants 
of tl~e cro\vn, vJithout whom his own authority, 
if he remaine(l in office, would in the courfe of 
~ fe\v y~ea~s have dwind1ed into infignificance~ 

· or 

(a) r\ ce 1rLrated poet has represented one of the Fnglish l\Io­
narc h~, ex pressing sent1mer1t3 not foreign to our subJect, nor uc~ 
\vvrthy the attcntipn of hi~ bucce~sors. 

" l;:y plOUS sul jects for my saft:ty pray, 
" 'Y11~ch to secure, they'd take my pü\\er away. 
'' Good lleav ns how fact1on cana pa tl iot paint? 
'' .r.-1y eL h1j' st111 pro\es n1y people's saint. 
H Froru 1lots ar cl treason, I leav'n preserve my years, 
" Uut save me n1ost frou1 my P ETITIO"NERS : 

" I nsa ti a te aS the bc: .. tren won1b or g1 ave, 
'' God CdD.JOt grant su l.Juch as tLcy can crave; 
'' \\'hct.t thtn 1s left, Lut ".vith a je•lous eye, 
" 'fo guard th= so1all r~rna1ns of .Roy...tlty? . 
" ,.1 he law ~hall ~tdl dtrect 1ny peacetul sway, 
'' A nd the sa me lu.,~· te de h fuctiun to obey ; 
"' \"otes ~hall 110 more c~tab1 ish'd po~·er control; 
" ~ttch v<Jtes as n1.-.-~.ke a f..1ct1on seen~ tbe whole; 
" No groln,dl ess clun1ors ~h(dliny fllends renlove, 

· 1 ""b 1·ove ·ru.· . J • ·e .owe r to uuu1~.J , erc ~ ev P- ; 
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or ,:w,,.,ri]d have required for its fupport, the inter­
pofitiorl of tl-le military arm, and the p 'yfical · 
ftrengt,1 of the imper~al government ? 

\V e make no aff~rtions-,ve dra\v no concJu­
' fions .. -But let us fu_ppr~fe, t~~ at inftcad of fuch 

meafures as became the Re~)ïe{eutative of Ma­
jefty-the Viceroy, fo!z~tful th3t ''the great can 
'' never find fafety in humiliation ; t . at povv­
'' er, eminence, and confideration, are t ~ ~ngs 
'' not to be begger1 ; and t1-:at t 1:e high w11o f·~p­
~' rJiicate for fayor ùf indulgence from the mean, 
'' h L" • Il.. -t 1 1 (, 1 ', can 1~ever ope 10r JUtLicet 1roug_1 t.,em ... etves, 
ha:l :ou;ht for the vain ihado\v of popuiarity, 
by fa cri fiees to ~l1e difcontcn~éd, and by aef~rting 
the caufe of arder, and of t::ofe ~~it11 ''"'hom fro tn 
} i~ fiation, he '\Vas ccnne,'led in duty and inter­
eil ar:,-J "~\<· otn fl·0m ~:c:1or and principle, he 
fr1oul.l ave held h:mfelf bounà to fuoport. 

) .. 
.. et us fuppofe, that J:ct fatiffied \~.rit11 be:11g 

at a~! tin1es acceliab~e and ~~ubrniffi-r·e to the fac­
tious, J1e even feàu1ouily fcu;ht tl1em Oi1t, and 
al~ --a)TS accofred then1 'vith encoura;!ng falutat:-

. s; & eYen honored (as far as hcnou:.· cou~d be 
confcrred on anot;1er by one ,;vho l1ad diîi·e6ard­
ed it for himfelf) 'vith cordial and viceroyal gree­
t~ngs, and fqueezes of the hand, the tnoft male­
volent of the crufaders againft judicial a11thority 
and regal privileges. Th us practifing ever)r form 
ar1d mea11nefs of tamiliarity· as a part of the f;-.ftem 
on wl1ich the dignif1ed ftruélure of l1is poptllari­
ty \Vas to be raifed. Btlt '~rl1at, it ':vilt be 3sl~ed 
bccame oftl1is to,vering edifice of l)l~beian t~1.vor 
obtained at tl1e expe11ce of fo 111ucl1 tit11e and llo-

nor 
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nor't and by fo many facrifice~ of independence 
and of dignity ? Of this fair and frail fàbric of 
delu!ion, rear~d in the funfhine of April day, 
and rerl:ing f'Jr fuptJort on the caprice and fickle­
nefs of fa~ion ·? What if it ihould be anfwer­
ed, that its fate alrea1y ftanis recorjed in · words 
of evangelical authority~--'' The ftorrn arofe, 
'' the rains beat, the floods came, the winds 
'' blew, an :l the hou fe feil, for it was built upon 
~' fand, and great wa~ the fall t~ereof," 

NERvA has, perhaps, tao long prefumed to • 
occupv the time of his readers with fupp3fitions 
of poffibilities, which the unreflecting may pre-
tend to be mere1y the drearns of im1gination. 
But if the dream be not devoid, it may perh1ps 
ftimulate enquiry in the caufes frotn w .. 1ence it 
originated ; and the candid a'1d i1npartial 'will 
then determine w·1ether he has been prefeating 
ta their view, merely the viÎtJ:l) of his own fan-
cy, or gi ving too fdithful a piél:ure of m'):lern 
and degrading reality. 

NERVA. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • e • • • • ~o • • • • • • o o • • • • • • o • • • 0 o • • • • • • • • • Il 

ER RAT A. 
• • • • • • 

Page 13 -Lin~ 14 from the bottoLn, after contemplation read 
qf tke factions 

23-Li ne 1, for for re ad (rom 
30 -Line 2, for· governmettt read governrnents .. 
31-Line 14 for full pa~ver re td certain kruuvledge. 
34-Line 8, after vot el ta ret. :1 be; aaj 111 liae 6 fro:n 

the bottotn, f.)r in l rel·l'l i, rea.-i of l reland 
38-Line 3, for h1ve re',t i k1ving 
69_:._Line 10 fro .n the b ltto n . f>r regnre re1rl regne 
•o-Line 1, fo ; by re 1.'1 on; and lin; 81 for disc:ention 

read discretion. 
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