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NEW 

VOYAGES 
TO 

North -America. 
CONTAINING 

An Account of the feveral Nations of that vafi Con
tinent ; their Cufioms., Commerce, and Way of 
Navigation upon the Lakes and .Rivers ; the feve
ral Attempts of the Englifh c1nd French to difpoffefs 
one another ; with the Reafons of the ~1ifcarriage 
of the former; and the various Adventures be
tween the French, and the Iroquefe Confederates of 
England, from 168; to 1694. 

A Geographical Defcription of Ctinada, and a Natu
ral Hifiory of the Country, with Remarks upon 
their Government, and the Interefi of the Englijh 
and French in their Con1merce. 

A1fc> a Dialogue between the Author and a General of the 
Savages, giving a full View of the Religion and ftrange 
Opinions of thofe People : With an Account of the Au
thors Retreat to Portugal and Denmarl{l and h1s Remarks 
on thofe Courts. 

To which is added, 
A Oidionary of the Algonkine Language, which is generally 

{poke in Nortb-America. 

Illuftrated with Twenty Three Mapps and Cutts. 

Written in French 

By the Baron LA H o N T A N, Lord Lievtenant 
of the Frencb Colony at P lacentia in New
foundland, how in England. 

Done into Englifh. 

In Two VOLUMES. 
A great part of which never Printed in the Original. 

LO N D 0 N: Printed for H. Bonwz'cke in St. Paul's Chur:h·y«rd; 
T. Goodnn·n, M. Wotton, B. Tooke, in Fleetftreet ; and S. Manjhip 
in Cornhil, I'JOJ. 





WILL 
Duke of Devonjbire, 

Lord Steward of Her Maje(iies Hozt[
hold, Lord Lieutenant of the County 
of Derby, Chief Jufiice in Eyre of 
all Her Majeflies Forrefis, Chafes, 
Park._s , &c. Trent-North; One 
of the Lords of Her Majejlies Mojf 
Honourable Privy Council, and ](night 
of the Mojf Honourable Order of the 
Garter. 

My Lord:> 

Ince I had the Honour to prefent 
the King of Drmnzark._ with the 
firft part of this Book, I pre

fume to make a Prefent of the Latter 
to your Grace. In making the firft 
Dedication, I had no other induce
ment, than a due regard to the bene
fits I receiv' d from His Maj~fiies fa
vour ; and the fame Motive with re
ference to your Grace, has prompted 
me to make this ackno\vledgment of 
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t c undefcrved Favours you kindly 
vouchfaf'd me. 

I did not dare to launch out into 
the praife of --lis Da1zi/h M a jelly, '\\'ho 
has a jt.lfl: Title to all forts of Enco
miutns; by reafon that the little French 
I had, has been forgot among a fort 
of People, that take Panegyricks to 
be Affronts. 'T'is with the fame view, 
My Lord, that I decline the pleafure 
of publifhing thofe difiinguilhing Q!la
lities, that place Your Lordlhip at the 
Head of the Moll: Accomplilh'd Gran
dees of the World, arid tbeMoft Zea 
lou Patriots of their Country. 

l am with all Gratitude and Veneration, 

My Lord, 

Tour Grace's, 

M oft Hum6le, and !rfofl 

ObedieNt Servant. 

Lal1ontan. 
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THE 

PRE A 
Aving flatter' d my felf with the vai11 

hopes of retrievrng the King of Fran
ce's favour, !Je(ore the Declaration of 
this War; I WaJ fo far from tbinking 

to put theft Letters, and Memoirs, to the Prefl ; 
that I dejign'd to have committed 'em to the .flames, 
if that Monarch J;ad done me the honour of 
reinflating me in my former Places, with tbegood 
leave of Mef/ieurs de Pont .. 
chartrain , * the FatJ;er and • The one Chancellor of 
h '-r h J. France. cmd ihe other t e Son. .1. was wit t :~a; vie~ Src~ctm')' of Stare: Both 

that I negleEled to put em 111 of em '"vajity rich. 

fuch a drefs dJ mi~ht now /;e 
wifh'd for, for the fatisjaftio1~ of the Reader 
that gives himfelf the trouble to peru.fe 'em. 

Between the .ffteentb and jixteentb year of my 

Age I went to Canada, and tJ;ere took (;are to keep 
up a co11j}ant Correfpondence /;y Letters with an old 
Relation, who had required oj'me a Narrative of the 
Occurrences of that Country, upon the account of the 
yearly a.ffiflance be gave me. 'Tis theft very Let-
ters tbat make the gre tefl part of the .frfl Vo
lum. They contain· an account of all that pa[s'd 
/;etween tl;e Englifh, tJ;e French, tl;e Iroqutfe, 

A 3 and 



The Preface .. 
and the other Sa7Jage Nations,from the year_ 168 j, 
to 169-~· Together with a great many curious 
Remarks, that may /Je of ufe to thofe wbo btz7..1e a· 
ny knowledge of the Englifh or French Colonies. 

The whole is writ with a great deal of Fidelity; 
for I reprefent things jufl as the}' are. I neither 

flatter nor [pare any Perfon what
• Ca!l'd by the Eng. foever • I attribute to the * lro-
1ifh bz New.York, ' 1 1 

h h 
Mahak. quefe, t1Je gtory t ey ave pur: 

chafed on feveral occafions, tho 
at the fame time I hate tl;at Rafca!ly People, as 
mucb as Horns a~td Law-Suits. Notwithflancling 
the Veneration I have for the Clergy, I impute 
to them all the mifchief the Troquefe have done 
to tbe French Colonies, in tbe courft of a War 
that 1.1ad never /Jeen undertake~, if it had not 
bten for tbe Counfels of thefe pious Cburch
Men. 

The Reader is dejir' d to take notice tb,1t the 
Tou.nts of New-York, are known to the French 
by their old N(rmes on{y, and for tbat rea [on I 
w~u o!Jlig·d to make uje of tbe f.'une in my Let-
erJ, d! well as my Mapps. Tbe_y give the 11ame 

o_f J.. ew-Yorl· to all tl1at COiattry, that reachas 
from the Source of its Ri-ver to the Mouth, that 
i.r, to tbe !}land~ upo11 wbicb tbere ftands a City 
c.IIl'd itt t/;e time of tbe Dutch Manathe, and 
now !Jy tbe Englifh, .c"rew-York. In like man· 
11er the P lantatio1t of A1bany, that lies towards 
tht- l1e,1d of t!Je Rh.:er, i:S ca/i'd kY the French, 
Orange. 

Fartber; I would ;;ot /;tJve the Retlder to take 
. it amifs; ~hat tbe thoug,hts o.f. the Savages are 
fet fort,'J 111 an European Drejs. Tbe occajion of 

that 



Tl e Preface. 
that cboice proceeded from the Re/(.1.. • See Lette 

tion I Correfponded witb ; for that 7th. 

hone/! Gentleman ridiculed the Metaphorical Ba
rcmgue of the * Grangula; and i11treated me not 
to make a literal Tranflation of a Lang,u:~g,e that 
was fo fluff''d with Fi{lions tmd Savage ~lper
boles. 'Tis for tl:ns reafon that all the D£(cour· 
fes ilnd Arguments of tbofe Natio;;s, are h:re 
accommoclated to the European Style and way of 
Speaking; for havint, comply' d with my Friei1 1's 
Requef/, I contented my Jelf i11 k..._eeping, only a 
Copy of the Letters I writ to him, during, my 
Pilgrimage in the Country of theje naked P hilo-
)Ophers. . 

'T wiO not /;e improper to acquaint the Reader 
/;y tbe /;ye, that thife who know my faults, · do tiJ 

little jujlice to thefe People, as they do to me, 
in a fledging, I am a Savage my felf, a11d t!Jat that 

· makes me /peak fo favourably of my fellow-Sa· 
vag,es. Thefe 0/;fervators do me a great de,Jl of 
Honour, as long, as they do not explain tbemjelves, 
fo as to make me direflly of the fame Charafler 
wit/; that n'hicb is tack'd to tbe word Savage bJ 
tbe Europeans in their way of thtnking,: For in 
faying, only t!Jat I am of the fame temper with the 
Savages, they give me without defign, tbe Cba
raCler of the boneflefl !I-f an in tbe U7orlrl. 'Tis m1 

uncontefted trut b, t htlt the Nations wbic/; are not 
de!Jauch'd 6y tbe Neig,h!Jfi~trhood of tbe Europeans, 
Rre jlra1'tg,ers to t/;e Jr!eafures of Meum tmd Tuum, 
and to a/J Laws, Judg,es, and Priejls. This can't 
he ca!l'd in quef/ion, Jince all Travellers that 
bave 7Jijited thofe Countries, voucb for its trutb ; 
a1zd a great many of different Profej}ions, have 
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The Preface. 
given tle ~Vorld repeated a.f{urances that 'tis fo. 
Now this being granted, we ougbt not to {cruple 
to believe that thefe are fucb wife and reajona .. 
/;le Peopl;. I tal{e it, a Man mujl /;e quite blind, 
who do's not fee that the property of Goods (I do 
not .!peak of the ingroj!ing, of Women) is the only 
Source of all the Diforders that perplex the Eu
ropean Societies. Upon that Conjideration 'twill 
ie eajie to perceive, that I have not {poke wide 
in dejcri!Jing that Wifdom and Acutenefs whiciJ 
Jhines tbrough the Words and Aflions of thefe 
poor Americans. If all the World had acce{J to 
the Books o( Voyag~es, that are found in fome well 
jlock'd Libraries, they would find in a/;ove a hun
dred Defiriptions of Canada, an in.f1tity of Dif
courfes and Arguments offer'd /;y the Savages, 
zvhicb are incompara/;ly jlrong,er, and more ner
vous than thc{e I've inferted in my Memoirs. 

As for juch as doubt of the lnflinCl tmd wonder
ful capaci~y of Beavers, · they need only to caji tbeir_ 
Eyes upon the Great .frlap of America, drawn by 
the Sieur de Fer, and g,rav'd at Paris 'in the 

·._Year 1698. Where they will meet with fe·veral 
.furprijing, things, relating, to theje Animals. 

While my Book was a Printing in Holiand, I 
was in England ; and a.r foon as it app~ar'd, 
fe.veral Enghfh Ge11tlemen of a difling,uifoing Me
rit, wbo U1tderfiand the French aJ well as their 
ftlother Tongue, gave me to know, tbat they would 
be glad to jee a more ample Relation of the Man
Ners and Cu/loms of tbe People of tbat Continent, 
Uc~/;?m we calf bJ tbe name of Sa·va._g,es. This ob· 
bg rl me to communicate to tl;eje Gentlemen the 
jub/iance of tbe fevered Conferences 1· had in' that 

Country 



The Preface. 
Country with a certain Huron, ·whom the French 
call Rat. fVbile l flay' d at 'hat American·s 
Pillage, I imploy' d my time very ag,reecl.fy in ma
li11g a careful Collefiion of all his Arguments and 
Opinions; an cl as foon as I return,d from m)' V oy
ag,e upon the Lakes of Canada, I jhew,rl my JJJa- · 
nufcript to Count Frontenac, rvho was {o pleas'd 
with it, that he took tbe pains to a.ffifl me in 
tligefling the Dialogues, a11d cringing, them into 
tl;e order they now appear in : For 6efore that, 
they were a/Jrupt Conferences without Connexion. 
Upon the Solicitation of thefe Engli{h Gentlemen, 
I ''Ve put thefe Dialogues into tbe hands of the 
Perfon who tranflated my Letters and Memoirs: 
And if it had not !Jeen for their prej/ing Inflan
ces, they IJacl ne'Ver feen the light ; for there are 
!Jut few in the World tb?Tt will judge imparti
ally, and without prepo.ffe./fion, of fome tl1ing,s ccn
tain·d in 'em. 

I have likewife intrufled the fame Trcmflator 
zvith fome Remarks th~t I made in Portugal, 
and Denmark, when I fled thither from New
found-Land. 1hcre the Reader will meet with a 
defcription of Lisbon and Copenhagen, ?btd of 
the capital City of Ar ~agon. 

To tbe lrait}lation of my ftrfl Volume'J I have 
added an exaEf JJ!ap of 1 Tewfound·Land, wbich 
was not in tbe Original. I have likewife cor
reC/ed almof/ all the Cuts of tbe Holland lm-

, preJ!ion, for tbe Dutch Grarpers had murtler' d 
'em, !Jy not underjla11ding, t!Jeir Explicat ions, wf. ich 
were all i11 French. They have gr av' d Women 
for Men, and Men for Women ; naked Perfons 
for thqfe tl;at are cloatll d, and e Contra. As 

for 



The Preface. 
fo /· t!Je 1~Iaps , t be Re at! er will fnd 'em ver_y 
ex all; Anti! have taken care to bave the Trafls of 
rny Voyages more nicely delineated, than in the Q. 
rlginal. 

I under/land by Letters from Paris, that the 
two Mej(ieurs de Pontchartrain incleavour /;y 
all means to be reve11g'd upon me for the af
front they (ay I have given 'em in publijhing 
.fome triffling, Stories in my Book, that ought to 
have been conceal'd. 1 am likewife inform'cl, that 
I have reafon to be apprebenjive of the Refent
ment of feveral Ecclejia(ltcl~s, who pretenc/I ha7.Je 
infolted God in cenjuring their Condufl. But 
fince I expe!led nothin~ lefs than the furious Re
fentment both of the one an£! the other, wben I 
put this Book to the Preft; I bad time enough to 
arm my fllf from top to toe, in order to make bead 
againji ~em. 'Tis my comfort, tb.:zt 1 htzve writ 
nothing but wbat I make good /;y Autbentick 
proofs; /;ejides, that 1 could not have .[lit/ le(s 
of ~em than I have done; fer if I had 110t tied 
my felf up to the rlireH tbre._u/ of my D1[courje, 
I could have made Digrejjior;s, in wbicb the Cun
du[f both of tbe one and the other, would bave 
appear cl to be prej~_~dicial to the repo{e of the So
ciety, and the pu!Jlick Good. I hwt! provocation 
enough to have treated 'em in tb.,1t manner; but 
my Letters being addrefl d to an old Bigottetl Re~ 
lation of mine, who fed upon Devotion, a11d dread
ed the influence of the Court; he jlill /;efeecJ/d 
me to write notbing to him tbat might a'ifo/;lige the 
Clergy or the Courtiers, for fear of the intercept
ing, of my Letters. However, I /:Jcrve advice from 
Paris, that fome Pedants are Jet at work to lafh 

me 



The Preface. 
me in writing; and {o l mufl prepare tofland the
brunt of a jhower of aJJro11ts, th-at will be pour,d 
upon me in a few days. But 'tis no matter ; I am 

Jo good a Co11jurer, tbat I can ward off any /lorm 
from tbe fide of Paris. I laugl; at tbeir Threats; 
and jince l c:m't make ufe of my Sword, I'll wage 
War witb my Pen. 

This l only mention ly the rye, in this my Pre
face to tl;e Reader, whom l pray the Heave11s 
to Crown with Profperity , in pre{erving him 
from having any 6ujine[J to adjujl with moft 
of the Minif/ers of State, and Priefls ; for let 
them be never fo faulty, they'll fli/1 be [aid to 
"e in the right, till fuch time as Anarchy be 
introduc'J among/} u.r, as well as the Americans, 
among, whom tl;e forryefl fellow thinks himfelf 
a better Man, than a ChanceUour of France. 
Thefe People are happy in beingjcree11'd from tl;e 
tricks and jhifts. of· Min1/ers, who are always 
Maflers where· ever they come. I envy the fl.:zte of 
a poor Savag,e, who tramples upon Laws and 
pays l-Iomage to no Scepter. I wifh l could [pend 
the refi of my Life in bis Hutt, and fo be no lon
ger expos' d to the chagritJ of bending, the knee to 
a fet of Men, that Jacrifice the pu6/ick good to 
their private interefl, ant! are born to plague 
hone_fi Men. The two Miniflers of State I bave 
to do with, ha:ve been [ollicited in vain, by the 
Dutchifs tifLude, Cardinal Bouillon, Count Gui
fcar, Mr. de QEiros, and Count d. Avaux: No
thing could prevail, tho' all that is laid to my 
ch.1rge, con/ifls only in ·not bearing the affronts of 
a Goventour, whom they proteCl; at a time wherz 
a btmdred otber 0.1/fcers, who lh.Je under the impu-
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'I'he Preface. 
tation of Crimes, infinitely greater than mine, 
are excus' d for three Months a/;ftnce from Court. 
Now tbe Reafon is, tl;at they give lefs quarter to 
tl;rlje who have the misfortune to clifplea(e the two 
Me.ffieurs de Ponchartrain, than to foch as a{/ 
contrary to the King's Orders. 

But after a!J my Misfortunes, I have this to 
folace me, that l injoy in England a fort of Li
berty, that is not met with el.fewhere: For one 
may jufily fay, that of all the Countries inha!Jited 
/;_y civilis'd People, this alone affords the greatefl 
perfellion of Li!Jerty. Nay, l do not except the 
li/;erty of the Mind, for I am convinc'd, that the 
Engli{h maintain it with a great deal of tender
nejs : So true it is, tl;at all degrees of Slavery 
are a!Jhorr'd by this People, who Jhew their Wif 
dom in the precautions tbey t:~ke to prevent their 

}inking into a fatal Servitucle. 
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CON EN 
V b L. I. 

LETTER I. 

Dated at fl.ye!Jec Nov. 8. 1683. 

COntainin a Defcription of the P a.f{ag,e from 
France to Canada; with fome Remark._s 
upDn the Coafls, Channels, &c. and the 

variation of the Needle. p. I. 

L E TT E R II. 

Dated at the Canton of Beaupre Mav 2. x684. 

Containing a Defcription of the Plantations of 
Canada, and the manner in whichl they were 
ftrfl form' d: As alfo an Account of the Tran.f 
portation of Whores from France to that Coun
try; together with a view of its Climate and 
Soil. p. 7· 
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L E T T E R. IIJ. 

Dated at f2gebec May 1). 1684. 

Co;t!tuHing, an ample Defiription of the City of 
Quebec, and of the I./land of St. Laurence. 

L E T ~T E R. IV. 
p. I I. 

Dated at MonrealJune I 4· I 684. 

Containing a brief De.fcription ~f the Habitati· 
ons of the Savages in the Neighbourhood of 
~ebec; of the Rirver of St. Laurence, as far 
up aJ Monreal; of a Citriozu way of fifhing 
Eels; and of the Cities of Trois Rivieres, and 
Monreal: Together with an account of the 
ConduEt of the Forrefl·Rangers or Pedlers. 

LETTER. V. 
p. 16. 

Dated at Monreal Ju11e r8. 1684. 

/;1 ,;;hich is contain'd a .fhort account of tht Iro
quefc, with a view of the War and Peace they 
made with the French, und of the means /;y 
Jvhich it WOJ brought about. p. 2.2. 

LETTER. VI. 

Dated at Monreal June 20. 1684. 

Bei11g a1z ample Dejcriptio11 of th~ Canows made 
o_f Birch Bark, in which the Canadans 

fJif· 



The Contents. 
perform all t/;eir Voyap;es; with an Account of 
tbe ma11ner i11 :vbich they are made and ma
nag' d. p. 26. 

LETTER. VIr. 

Dated at Monreal Novem/J. 2. I 684. 

Defcribing the River of St. I aurcnce , from 
Monreal to the frfl great Lake of Canada, 
Jvith the Water-falls, Cataralls, and Naviga
tion of that River: AJ alfo Fort Frontenac; 
and the advantages that accrue from it. 1 o
gether with a Circumflantial account of the 
Expedition of Mr. de la Barre, the Governour 
General, again./1 the Iroquefe; the Speeches he 
made, the Replies he receiv'd, and t/;e ftnal 
Accommodation of the difference. p. 29. 

L E T T E R. VIIL 

Dated at Monreal June 28. I685. 

Reprefenting the Fortifications of Monreal, and 
the indifcreet z.eal of the Priefls, who are Lords 
of tbat Town: With a Defcription of Cham
bli, and of the Commerce of the Savages upon 
t/;e great Lakes. P· 45. 

L E T T E R. IX. 

Dated at Bouc/)erville Of!. 2. I 68 5. 

Being a1:1 AccouHt of the Commerce ancl Trade of 
Monreal: Of the Arrival of the Marquis of 

Denonville 
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Dcnonville witb {ome Tro ps; and of tke re
c:tliing of Mr. deJa Barre. With a curiotu Def
cription of certai11 Liceufes for trading in Bea
ver-Skins in t};e remote Countries. P· 5 I. 

LETTER. X. 

Dated at BouciJerviUe July 8. 1686. 

Relating, the Arrival of Mr. de Champigni~ ill 
the room of Mr. de Meules, who iJ recall'd to 
France; the arrival of the Troops that came 
along with him, the curiojity of the Rackets, 
and the way of hunting Elks ; with a Defcrip
tion of that Animal. p. 55'· 

L ET T ER. XI. 

ated at Bouchervi/le May 28. 1687. 

Behtg a curious Defcription of the Hunting of di-
'Vers Animals. p. 6o. 

L E T T E R. XII. 

Dated at St. Hele11s over againft Monreal 
June 8. 1687. 

The Chevalier de Vaudreuil arrives in Canada 
zvi h fome Troops. Both the Regular Troops 
and the Militia are pofted at St. Helens, in 
Ji readi1teft to march againfl the Iroquefe. 

p. 68. 

LET .. 



L E T 1~ E R. XUJ. 

Dated at Niagara Aug. 2. r687. 

Reprefonting, tbe unfavourable lf!ue of the Cam· 
paign, made in the Iroquefe Country; the dif
covery of an Ambufcade, and t/;e i.f{uing of Or·. 
ders for the Aut!Jor to march with a Detachment 
o tbe great Lakes. p. 70. 

L E T T E R. XIV. 
, 

Dated at Mi.ffilimakiitac May 26. r688. 

ihe Author leaves Nagara, and has an Incounte 
with t/;e Iroqucfe at the end of the Land-Car
riage. Tbe after-part of his Voyage. A Dej
cription of the Country. He arrives at Fort St. 
Jofeph in the Moutb of the Lake of Hurons. A 
Detachment of the Hurons arrive at the fame 
place. After an lngagement, they Jet out for 
Miffili1nakinac. A flr:mge Adventure of Mr. 
de la Salle' s Brotber. Miffilimakinac de f. 
tril/ cl. p. 8o. 

LETTER; X . 

Dated at lY!iffilimakinac Sept. 18. I 688. 

Defcri!Jing tl;e .Fall call't! Saut St. Marie, where" 
the Author per{ivades the Inhabitants to joyn 
t/;e Outaouas, and marc/; againfl tbe Iroquefe. 
And containing an account of the Occurrences of 
t!;e ro_yagi between that Place at~d Miffilitnaki
nac p. 92: 

L· E T· 
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L E T T E R. XVI. 

Dated at Mi.ffilimakinac May 2.8. I 689. 

Co;;taining, an Account of the Author's Departur~ 
from, and Return to, Miffilimakinac. A Def
cription of the Bay of Puants, and its P'illager. 
An ample· Defcription of the Becruers, follow'd 
by the Journ .. 1l of a remarka6le Voyage upon the 
Long River, and a Map of the adjacent Coun
try. p. IO+ 

L E T T E R. XVII. 

Dated at ~uebec Sep. 28. 168 9· 

1he Author Jets out from Mifi11imakinac to the 
Colony, and defcri!Jes the Country, Rivers, and 
Pa.f{es tbat be Jaw 6y the way. Tl;e Iroquefe 
make a fatal incurjion into tbe Jjltmd of Man
real: Fort Frontenac is a6ando11'd; Count 
Frontenac is feiJt to Canada, and tiJ~ /Jfarquis 
DJ Denonvillc is recall'd. p. 142. 

L E T T E R. X~IH. 

Dated at f!!.~eZ.ec NiYU. I;. 16 8 9· 

G;'ving an Account of !Ur. de Frontcnac's Arrh.'.d, 
bu Receptio11, bis PO)age to Monreal, aHd tbe 
repairir1g of Fort J.::-rontenac. p. 151. 

L E T T E P .. XL ·'. 

Dated at ·iJfo;treaJ Ollo!Jer 2. 1690. 

Rel"tiNg the At~empts ttpo;-; 'e\v·England, a;u/ 
rew· 
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ew ... York; a fatal Em!Jaffyfent !Jy the French 

to the Iroquefe, and an ill-concerted Enterprife 
of the Eoglifh and tl1e Iroquefe, in marcbing 
!Jy Land to attack the French Colony. p. I 55. 

LETTER. XX. 

Dated at Rochel JaP~uary I 2. I 691. 
1 Being a Relation of a fecond and 'Very important 

Expedition of the Engl ifh by Sea; in wbich i.s 
I: contain'd a Letter written /;y the Eng1i{h Admi

ral to Count Frontenac, wi,th tbe Go-vernour's 
Ver!Jal Anji:ver. As a!fo an ac~ottnt of the Au· 
thor's departure for France. p. 1.59· 

L E T T E R. XXf. 

Dated at Rochel July 2.6. I 69 I. 

~ontaini11g a Dt{cription of t/.:e Courts or Offices of 
the frliniflers of State, and a view of fome 
Services tbat are ill rewarded at Court, p. I66. 

L E T T E R. }\}~!f. 

Dated at .Q..uebec Nov. 10. I69r. 

fflbicb contains an account of tbe Author's de par• 
ture jro1:1 Rochel to Quebec, of his Voyage io 
the moutb of the River St. Laurence, of a Ren· 
counter with an EnglHh Ship wbicb be foug,bt; 
of the f/rancling, of /;;i.s Ship; of his foiling lbro' 
the River St. Laurencc; of the news he receiv'd 
tl;at a party of the Engliih and Iroquefe, had de-
feated a Body of the French Troops. p. 17 r. 
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L E T ·T E R. XXIII. 

Dated at Nants OEfo/J. 25. 692. 

Containing, an Account of the taking of fome Eog .. 
liil1 Ve{{els, of defeating a Party of the Iroquefe, 
of an lroquefe /:Jurnt alive at ~ebec ; of ano
ther Party of thefe Barharianr, who having, fur· 
pris'd fome Coureurs de Bois, were ajtenvards 
furpris'd tbemfelves. Of the ProjeEt of an Enter· 
prize propos'd /;y_ Mr. Frontenac to the Author. 
Of th~ Author's departure in a Frigat for France, 
and hiJ.flopping at Placentia, which waJ then at.' 
tack'd /;y the Englith Fleet that came to ta~e that 
Po.fl from UJ. How the Engli{h fail'd in their 
De/ign, and the Author purfll d his Voyage. 

P· 175. 
L E T T E R. XXIV. 

Dated at Nants May 10. 1693. 

Containing an Account of Mr. Frontenac's Projef(, 
, which was rejeHed at Cou_rt, and tbe reafon wby 

it waJ rejeEied. The King gives the Author the 
Lieutenancy of Newfound-Land, &c. together 
with the Independent Company. p. 187. 

L E T T E R. XXV. 

Dated at Viana in Portugal ]tm. j I. 1694. 

- he Author"J departure from Fr nee to Placentia. 
A Fleet of 30 Englifh Ships ame to feiz:.e upon, 
that place; but 1s di[appoif!ted, ancl Sheers off. 
~J;e reafon '!'hJ th~ Englifh have !Jad fuccefs in 

· · all 
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all their Enterprifes !Jeyond Sea. The Au
thor's Adventure with the Governoar ~f Placcn." 
tia. Hi.5 departure for Portugal. .An lngag,e
ment with a Flufhing Privateer. p. 19 3· 

w1 Memoirs of Nortb· Atnerica. 

Containing a Geographical Defcription of that vaft 
Continent; the Cufloms and Commerce of the 
Jnha/Jitants, &c. p. 201. 

A jhort Defcription of Canada. p. 205. 

A Lift of the Savage Nations of Canada. p. 2 30. 
A Li(l of the Animals of Canada. p. 2 3 2. 

A Deftription of fuch Animals or Beafls m are not 
mention'd in the Letters. p. 23 3· 

A Lif/ ofthe Fowl or Birds ofCanada. P·2i7· 
A Defcription of fuch BirdJ tlJ are not accounted fo 

in the Letters. p. 239. 
A De/cription of the ln(effs of Canada. p. 242.. 

The Names of the Fifh of Canada. lJ. 24)· 
A Defcription of the Fijh that are not mention,d i1t 

the Letters. . p. 244-
The Trees and Fruits of Canada. p. 247· 
4 Defcriptionof the ahove-mention'dTrees. p.248. 
A General view of the Commerce of Canada. p.25 4· 
Tl;e Commodities trur:k'd to_and again between tbe 
· French and the Savages. p. 257. 
An Account of the Government of Canada in Gene
. ral. p. 260. 

A Difcourfe of the lnterefl of the French and En g
. lifh in North-America. p.26o. 
~ '(ah{e Exf.l~~tJ.i1;~fome un_common Terms. ~.2.76. 
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A Difcourfe of the Habit, Hou{es, Complexi. 
on and Temperame»t of the Savages of 

North·America. P. 1. Vol. 2.. 

A /hort view of the Humours and Cufloms of the 
&w~ ~~ 

/he Belief of the Savages, and the O/;ftacles of 
their Convetjion. p. I 9· 

The way ofWorjhip us'd I'] the Savages. p. 29 • 
.An Account of the Amours and Marria_ges of the 

Savages. p . .14· 
A View of the Difeafes and Remedies of the Sava-

ges. p. 45'· 
7J;e Diverjiims of Hunting and Shooti11g ufual a-

mong the Savages. p. 55 • 
The Military Art of the Savages. p. 7 I. 

A View of the Heraldy and the Coats of Arms of 
the Savages. p. 84. , 

An Explicatiun of the Savage HierogJyphicks 
p. 86. 

A Conference or Dialogue between the 
Author and Adario, a noted Man a
mong the Savages. 

Containing a Circum./lantial view of the CujhmJ 
and Humours of thtlt People. · · p. 90. 
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An A PP EN 'J) I X, Containing fome 
New Voyages to Portugal and 'Denmark,_; 
after the Author's Retirement from Ca
nada. 

LETTER. I. 

Dated at Lis~on April 20. I 694. -

Containing a Defcription of Viana, Porto a Porto, 
A veiro, Coimbra, Lisbon; together with a
View oft he Court of Portugal ; and an Account 
of the Government, Laws, Cufioms, and Humours 
of the Portuguefe. · p. 18;. 

LETTER. II. 
Dated at Travemunde 1694. 

Coni aining, an Account oft he Author's P oyage from 
Lisbon to Garnfey; his Adventure with an Eng• 
lifh Man of War, and an Englifh Privateer: A 
Defcription of Rotterdam and Amfierdam; the 
Author's Voya~.e to Ham burgh ; the Dimenjions 
of a Flemifh Sloop; a De/cription of the City of 
Hamburg; the Author's Journey from tJJence to 
Lubeck, and a Defcription of that City. p. 21 • 

L E T T E R. Ill. . 

Dated at Copenhagen Sept. 11. 1694:· 

Containiitg a De{cription of the Port a11d City of 
Copenhagen, a view of the Dani{h Court, and 
of tbe Humours, Cufloms, C('mmercr, Forces,&c. 
ofthe Dane~- p. 21.6. 
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LETTER. IV. 

Dated at Paris Decemb. 2.9. I 69 ·1· 
~ ontaining a Journal of the Author's lravels from· 

Copenhagen to Paris. p. 244· 
LETTER. V. 

Dated at Erleich July 4· I 694. 

Givin! a view of the Superj}ition and Ignorance of 
the People of Bearn; their addiElednifs to the 
notionJ ofWitcbcraft, Apparitions,&c. And the 
:Author's Arguments againfl that Delrtjion. p.2.55· 

LETTER. VI. 

Dated at Huejia 1uly I I• I 695. 

Containing an Account of the AutiJor's efcape and, 
journey to Spain ; bi being taken up for a Hu
guenot, and the Ignorance and Bigotry of tJJe 
Curates and People ofBearn in France. p. 26~. 

LETTER. VI. 

Dated at Saragoza OElob. 8. 1695· 

Containing a Defcription of Saragoza; a P:iew of 
the Government of Arragon, and an Accomzt of 
the Cu/loms of the People. p. 274. 

A jhort DiElionaryof tbe Language of tbe Savages. 
p. 287; 
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Some New 

VOYA ES 
TO 

Norti1-America. 
T 0 M E t. 

LETTER I. 
Dated at the Port of f23ebec, Nov. 8. t68_;. 

Containing, a De{cription of the P af!age from 
F ranee to Canada ; witb fome Remarks upon 
the Coajls, Channels, &c. a11d the Variation 
of the Needle. 

S I R, 
am furpris'd to find that a Voyage to theN~ 
World is fo formidable to thofe who are ob
lig' d eo undertake it; for I folemnly proceft that 
'tis far from being what the World commonly 

takes it for. 'Tis true, che Paffage is in fome n1ea
fure long ; but then the hopes of viewing an un ... 
known Country, at tones for the tedioufnefs of the 
Voyage. When we broke ground fron1 Rocbel, I 
acquainted you with the Reafons that mov'd Mr. 
le Fevre de la Barre, Governor General of Canada, 
to fend tke Sieur Mahu, a Canadefe, to France; 
and at the fame time gave you to know, that he 

B had 
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had refolv'd upon the utter deftruction of the Iro
que{e, who are a very Warlike and Savage People . 
.. l'hefe Barbarians befriend the Eng/ifl,, upon the ac
count of the Succours they receive from 'em ; but 
trey are enemies to us, upon the apprehenfion of 
being defiroy'd by us fome time or other. The 
General I fpoke of but now, expected that the King 
would fend him feven or eight hundred Men; but 
when we fee out from Rocbel the feafon was fo far 
advanc'd, that our three Companies of Marines 
were reckon'd a fufficient Venture. 

I met wich nothing in our Pafiage that was dif
agreeable, abating for a Storm that alarm'd us for 
fome days, upon the precipice of the bank of New
found-Land, where the Waves fwell prodigioufly, e· 

1 ven when the Winds are low. In chat Storm our 
Frigac receiv'd fome rurJe fhocks from the Sea; but 
in regard rhat fuch accidents are ufual in that Voy
age, they made no impreHion upon the old fea
fon'd Sailors. As for my part, I could not pre
tend to that pitch of indifference ; for having ne
ver made fuch a Voyage before, I was fo alarm'd 
in feeing the Waves mount up to the Clouds, that 
I made more vows to Neptune, than the brave Ido
men~tt& did in bis return fron1 rbe Wars of Troy. 
A frer we made the bank, the Waves funk, and the 
Wind dwindled, and the Sea became fo finooth 
and ea.le, that we could not work our Ship. You 
can fcarce imagine what quantities of Cod-fiih 
were catch'd there by our Seamen, in the fpaceof a 
quarter Df an hour; for though we had thirty two 
fathvrn Water, yet the Hook was no fooner at the 
borrom, t 1an the F!lh was cacch'd ; fo that they 
ha. nod:ing to d? but to throw in, and take up 
wtthour 1 1 erruptton : But after alJ fuch is the mit: 
f, nune of this Fifhery, that it do?s not fucceed but 
upon .certain bar:ks,. which are comn1only paft o· 
ver Withcut ftoppmg. However, as we were plen-

tifully 



to North· America. ~ 
tifully en ertain'd at the coft of thefe Fillies, fo 
fuch of 'em as continued in the Sea znade fuffici
ent reprifals upon the Corps of a Captain, and of 
feveral ... oldiers, who di'd of the Scurvy, and were 
thrown O\'er~hoard three or four days afcer. 

n the mean time the \Vind veering to the \V eft
North~ Weft, we were oblig'd to lye bye for five or 
fix dc1 'S ; but afcer that it chop' d to the North, 
and fo we happily nud~ Cape Pafe, tho' indeed our 
Pilots were at a Iofi to know where we were, by 
reafon tlut they could not rake the Latitude for ten 
or twelve days before. You may eafily imagine, 
that 

1

WJS with gre.1t joy that we heard one of yur 
Sailors call from the Top-Mafi, Land, Lane/, Jufi 
as St Paul did when he ~pproach'd to J.11althr.,, rnv 
Of(c)"",-y'iiv or~: For you mufi know that when the Pi
lots reckon they approach to Land, they ufe the 
precaution of fending Up s~ilors to the 1."'op-Maft, 
in order ro fome difcovery ; and thefe Sailors are 
reliev'd every two hours till Nighr comes, at which 
time they furl their Sails if the Land is not yet 
defcry'd: So ~hat in the NigLt-time they fcarce 
make any way. From this it appears how impor~ 
tant it is to know the Coaft, before you approach 
to it ; nay, the Paffengers put fuch a value upon 
che difcovery, that they prefcnt the fidl: difcoverer 
with fome Pifioles. In the mean time, you'll be 
pleas'd to obferve_, that the Needle of theCornpa{S, 
\Vhich naturally points to the North, turns upon 
the bank of NeJJJ{otmtLLand, twenty three Degrees 
towards the l~orth-Wefi; that is, it points there 
a degree nearer eo the Weft, than North~Nor.th· Weft. 
This remark we tnade by our Complfs of Vari
ation. 

\Ve defcry'd ~he Cape about Noon ; and in order 
to confirm the Difcovery, fio~d in upon it with all 
fails aloft. At I aft, being affur' d that 'cwas the 
Promontory we look'd for, an univ~rfal joy was 

D 2 fpread 
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fpread throughout the Ship, and the fate of the 
wretches that we had thrown over. board, was quite 
forgot. Then the Sailors fet about the Chrifteniog 
of thofe who had never made the Voyage before, 
and indeed they had done it fooner, if it had not 
been for the death of our above-mention' cl Compa
nions. The Chrifiening I fpeak of, is an imperti
nentCeremon ·, praB:is'd by Sea·faring Men, whofe 
humours are as flrange and extravagant, as the 
Element it felf, upon which they foolilhly trufr 
themfelves. By vertue of a Cufiom of old fiand
ing, they profane the Sacrament of Baptifm in an 
unaccountable manner. Upon th;tt occafion, the old 

ailors being blacken'd alJ over, and difguis'd with 
Rag · and R0pcs, force the greener fore that have 
never pafs'd fome certain degrees of Latitude be
fore, to fall down on their Knees, and to fwear 
upon a Book of ea Charts, that upon all occafi
ons they will pra .. ife upon others, the fJtne Cere
nwny that is then made ufe of towards them. Af
ter the adminHlring of this ridiculous Oach , they 
throw fifry Buckets full of \Vater upon their Head, 
Belly, and Thighs, and indeed all over their Body, 
wichout any regard to times or r~a{ons. 1'his piece 
of folly is chiefty pra is'd under the JEquator, un
der the Trcpicks, under the Polar Circles, upon the 
bank of Nc·u.j'omul La·nd; and in the Streights of 
Gibraltar, the Suml, and the D,;rtlanelloes. As for 
Perfons of Note or Character, they are exempted 
from the Cere m on ', at the ex pence of five or fix 
bottles of Brr~ndy for the Ships Crew. 

Three or four days after the performance of this 
Solemnity, we difco ·er'd Cape R 'J • and fo made 

p to .. t. am r.mce B 7J, in the ~ 1omb · ot which we 
w .. re becalm 'd for little " hil ; ud during that 

alm, we had a cl at er n] pleafJnter day than 
y ~~ had ft:en in the Pa11 . It fook 'd' as if 

b c d~ · had b· n v uchfflf·d u by v a , recom-
pence 



to North · America. ~ 
pence for the Rains, Foggs, and high Winds, that 
we incounter'd by the way. There we faw an 

"" Efpadon, aFijbbe.· 
tween 1 o and r 5 Foot 
long, hcing four loot 
in circumference, a11d 
having iil itr Snout A 

fort of S~Sw which is 
four Foot long, fo11-r Jn
cher broad, and ji~ 
Liner thick. 

Engagement between a Whale 
and a ~ Sword- Filh, at the di
ftance of a Gun-/hot from our 
Frigat. We were perfeCtly charm'd 
when we favor the Sword-Fifh jump 
out of the water in order to dart irs 
Spear into the Body of the Whale, 
when oblig' d to take breath. This 
entertaining fhow lafted at leafi 
two hours, fometimes to the Starboard, and fome .. 
times to the Larboard of the Ship. The Sailors, 
among whom Supedlition prevails as much as 
among the Egyptiam, took this for a prefage of fome 
n1igluy Storn1 ; but the Prophecy ended in two or 
~ree days of contrary Winds, during which time 

we travers'd between the Jfland of Newfouncl·Land, 
~nd that of Cape Bret~. Two days after we came 
in fight of the Hland of Fowls, by the help of a 
North-Eaft Wind; which drove us from the Mouth 
of St. Laur.ence Bay, to the Ifle of Anticojii, upon the 
bank of which, we thought to have been cafi a
way, ·by nearing it too much. In the Mouth of 
that River we fell into a fecond calm, which was 
follow'd by a contrary Wind, th~t oblig'd us to 
lye bye for fome days. At laft we made Tadoujfac, 
by gradual approaches, and there catne to an An
chor. 

This River is four Leagues broad where we then 
rode, and twenty two at irs Mouth ; but it contracts it 
felf gradually, as it approaches to its fource. Two 
days afcer, the Wind fianding Eafi, we weigh'd An
chor; and being favour'd by the Tyde, got fafe 

· through tbe Channel of the Red Ifhnd, in which 
the C..urrents are apt to turn a Veffel on one fide, 
as well as at the lfland of Coudres, which lies fome 
Leagues higher. But upon the Coaft of the laft 

B ; lfland, 



S(Jme Ne1v Voyages 
Hland, we had certainly firuck upon the Rocks, if 
we had not drop'd an Anchor. l-Iad the Ship been 
caft awJy at that place, we might eafily have fav'd 
our feivcs : But ir prov~d fo, that we were more af~ 
fr<lid than hurt. N ""Xt ~·1orning we weighed wirh 
a frefh gale from the Ea.fr, and the next day after 
came to an Anchor over ag.1inft Cape Tourmente, 
where we had not above two Leagues over, tho' 
at the fame time 'ds a dangerous pl:-~ce to thofe who 
are unacquainted with the Channel. From thence 
we had but feven days failing to Lhe Port of Qt!e
bcc, where we now ride at Anchor. In our Paffage 
fron1 the n::d Iil~nd to this place, we fa w fuch floats 
of Ice, and fo tnud Snow upon the Land, that we 
were upon the point of turning back for Prance, 
tbo' we were not eh en above thiny Leagues off our 
d fired Port. We were affraid of being fiop'd by 
dtc Ice., arid fo loft; hut thank God we 'fcap'd. 

YVVe ban. receiv'd advice, that the Go\·ernor has 
mark'd out Q_uarrers for our 1 roops in fome Vi1la
f:es or Cantons adjacent eo tbi5 City ; fo that I am 
ob!ig'd to prepare to go alboar, and therefore mu! 
Inake an end of this Letter. I cannot as yet give 
y·:m any account of tLc Country, ~xcepting that 
't:~ alr 'ady mortally c~,ld. 1\ eo rhe R i\·er, [ mean 
to give you a mo e ample defcripr:on of it, when 
I cont .... to .kn , v ir better. \V c: are informed chat 

r. tle t~., v·a.'l., i juft return·d from his Travds, 
which he undcnor·k upon chc difcovery of a g cat 
. i\rer that falls 1n~o the Gulf of LV!exico; ar!d tL~t 
be imv.~ rquec; eo J torrow ft)r Frtmce. 1:-Ie is perfectly 
111eH acquainted wi-th Cm:-at!J, and for th,lt reafon 

J' 'Ill ought to v~fit hittl.) i · you go to P ariJ " .is Vin
~er. l a~~~' 

SIR, 

LE ~r - _. J.-
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LET T ER II. 

Dated at the Canton of Beaupr~, MaJ 2. I 684. 

Containing a De{cription of the Plantations of 
Canada, and the manner in wl,icb they w~re ftrft 
form' d: As alfo an account of the Tranfporta· 
tion. of Whores from France to t/;at Country ; 
together with a view of its Climate and Soil. 

SIR, 

A S foon as we landed laft year, Mr. Jela Bm·re 
lodg'd our three Companies in fome Cantons 

or Quarters in the Neighbourhood of f<!!ebec. The 
Planters call thefe places Cotes, which in France figni
fies no more than the Sea-Coaft ; tho' in this Coun· 
tr)i where the names of Town and Village are un
{nown, that word is made ufe of to exprefs a Seig
nory or ~.fanour, the Hou{es of which lie at · the 
diflance of two or three Paces one from another, 
and are f~ated on the brink of the River of St. Lau ... 
rence. In earnefi, Sir, the Boors of thofe Manors 
live with more eafe and conveniency, than an in
finity of the Gentlemen in France. I am out indeed 
in calling 'en1 Boors, for that name is as little known 
here as in Spain ; whether it be thac they pay no 
Taxes, and injoy the liberty of Hunting and Filh~ 
ing; or that the eafinefs of their Life, puts 'em up
on a level with the Nobility. The 
poorefl of then1 have four t Ar
pents of Ground in front, and 
thirty or forty in depth: The 
whole Country being a continued 
·orrcfi of lofty Trees, the ftumps 

• B4 

t A1z Arpent is a fpot \ 
of ground co11taining 
I oo Perches (qutJre, 
Mch of which is ei'gh• 
teen Foct long. 

of 
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of which mufi be grub'd up, before they Cln make 
ufe of a Plough. 'Tis true, this is a troublefom 
and c~argeable task at firft ; but in a fhort ti~e 
afcer they make up their Loifes ; for when the Vtr
gin ground is c~pable of receiving Seed, it yields a~ 
increafe to the rate of an hundred fold. Corn ts 
there fown in lvlay, and reap'd about the middle of 
September. Inftead of chrefhing the Sheafs in the Field, 
they convey 'em to Bctrns, wl.,ere they lie till the 
coldeft feafon of the Winter, at which time the 
{]rain is more eafily dikngag'd frotn the Ear. In this 
Country they likewife fow Peaf~, which are much 
efieem'd in Fra·nce. All forts of Grain are very 
cheap here, as wc:I as Burchers Meat and Fowl. 
The price of Wood i;; almoft nothing, in compari
fon wirh the charge of its carriage, which afrer all 
is very inconfiderable. 

Mofi of the Inhabitants are a free fort of People 
that remov'd hither from France, and brought with 
'em but little Money to fet up wicbal : The reft 
are thofe who were Soldiers about thirty or forty 
years ago, at which time the P egiment of Cari,gnmJ 
was broke, and they excbang'd a J. 1ilitary Pofi, 
for the T'rade of Agriculture. Neithet the one nor 
the other p~y'd any d ing for the grounds they pof
fefs, no more tLan chc Officl!r:; of· tl,cfe Troops, 
who mark'd o t to themfelves, certain po1 tions c;1f 
unm~Lur'd and \vocdy Lands; for tLis vafi Conti
nent is nothing eJfe than one continued Fvn ~ft. 
The Governours General allow'd the ()fficers three 
or four Leagues of ground in front ; with as much 
depth as they p!eas'd; and at the fame time the of: 
ficers gave the Soldiers as much ground as they 
pleas'd, upon the condition of rhe payn1enc of a 
Crown per Arpent, by way of Fief. · · 

Aft~r the. reform of thefe Troop.;;, fever al. Ships 
1Vere lent hHber from H·ance, VJith a Carnoe of 
\\'orn~n of an ordinary Reptltati n und"'r t71e di-. ' ) 

r~'-'1ioq 
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0 ~1 re8ion of fome old fta1e Nuns, who rang'd 'em in 
tole[. three Claffes. The Veftal Virgins were heap'd up, 

(if I may fo fpeak ) one above another, in three 
different Aparunents, where the Bridegrooms fing
Jed out their Brides, juft as a Butcher do's an Ewe 
from amongft a Flock of Sheep. In thefe three Se
raglio's, there was fuch variety and change of Diet, 
as could fatisfie the moft whimfical Appetites; for 
here was fome big fome little , fome fair fome 
brown, fome fat and fome meagre. In fine, there 
was fuch Accommodation, that every one might 
be fitted to his Mind : And indeed the Market h:id 
fuch a run, that in fifteen days time, they were all 
difpos'd of. I am told, that the fatteft went off 

, befi, upon the apprehenfion that thefe being lefi 
active, would keep truer to their lngagen1ents, and 
hold out better againft the nipping cold of the Win .. 
ter: But after all, a great many of the He. Adven
turers found themfelves miftaken in their meafures. 
However,let that be as it will, it affords a very curious 
Remark; namely, That in fome parts of the World, 
to which the vicious European Women are tranfporc
ed, the Mob of tbofe Countries do's ferioufiy be
lieve, that their Sins are fo defac'd by the ridiculous 
Cbriflening, I took nmice of before, that they are 
look'd upon ever afrer as I..adies of Vertue, of Ho
nour, and of an untarnifh'd conduct of Life. The 
Spa1 ks that wanted to be muried, made their Ad
dreffes to the above.mention'd Governeffes, to whom 
they were oblig'd to give an account of their, 
Goods and Eftates , before they were allow' d to 
make their choice in the three Seragli(J's. After the 
choice was determin'd, the Marriage was concluded 

1 upon tbe fpot, in the prefence of a Priefi, and a 
publick Notary ; and the next day the Governor
~eneral befiow'd upon the married Couple, a Bull, a 
Cow, a Hog, a Sow, a Cock, a Hen, two Barrels 
of fait Meat, ap.d eleven Crowns ; together with 

a 
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a certain Coat of Arn1s caJI'd by the 

fl I!~nu GreekJ 11 x~p.::.r;;. The Officers having a 
nicer rafte than the Soldiers, made their 

A pplicatirn to the Daughre s of the ancient Gen
tlemen of the Country, or thofe of the richer fore 
of Inhabitants; for you know that C.mada has been 
po:lfefs'd by the Fr encb above an hundred years. 

In this Country every one lives in a good and~ 
well furnifh'd Houfe; and moll of the f-Ioufes are of 
Wood, and two Stories high. Their Cbimnies are 
very large, by reafon of the prodigious Fires they 
n1ake to guard themfelves from the Cold> which is 
there beyond all me.1fure, from the Month of De
cember, to that of .April. During tbat ~ace of 
time, the River is always frozen over, notwith
fianding the flowing and ebbing of the Sea; and 
the Snow upon the ground, is three or four foot 
deep ; which is very ftrange in a Country that lies 
ln the Lad-rude of forty feven Degrees, and fome 
odd Minutes. Mofi People impute the extraordinary 
Snow to the number of .\1ountains, with which 
this vaft: Continent is replenHb'd. Vlhatever is in 
tha.t matter, I muft take notice of one thing, that 
feems very firange, namely, that the Summerdays 
~ue longer here than at P.:1ri1. The VI eat her is then 
fo clear and ferene; that in three W ~eks rime you 

' fhaH not fee a Cloud in the Hcriz.on. I hope to go 
to Q.uebec wirb che firft opportunity ; for I have or~ 
ders to be ill a ·eadinefs to imbarque within fifteen 
days for A1onreal, which is the City of this Coun
try, that lies farchefi llp towards the cad of che p iver. · 

I am, 

SIR~ 

LET-
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LETTER III. 

Dated at Q:!ebec !vlay I 5'. I 6 84. 

Containing an ample Defcription of the City of 
Quebec, and of the Jfiand of Orleans. 

S I R, 
" BEfore I fet out for A-fo?Jreal, I had the curiofity 

to view the Ifland of Or/emu, which is {( Vt n 
Leagues in length, and three in breadch : It ex
tends from over againit Cape TourmenteJ to within 
;a League and a half of f!!!ebec, at which place the 
River divides it felf into two branches. The Ships 
f.'lil through the South Channel ; for the North 
Channel is fo foul with Shelves and ocks, that 
the fmall Boats can only pafs that way. The lfland 
be1ongs to a General Fanner o£ France, who would 
make out of it a thoufand Crowns of yearly Rent.; 
if himfelf bad the management of it. 'Tis fur
rounded with Plantations, that produce all fort of 
Grain. 

0_tebec is the Metropoiitan of New-France, being 
almofi a League in Circumference ; It lies in the 
Latitude cf 4 7 Degrees, ~nd 12 · Minutes. . The 
Longimde of this place is uncertain, as well as that 
of fevera\ other Coijntries, with the leave of the 
Geographers, that reckon you up 12oo Leagues 
from R..ochel to 0!ebec, without taking the pains to 
tneafure the Courfe : However, I ani fure that i, 
lips but at too great a difiance from France, for the 
Ships that are bound hither; For their paffage corn ... 
rnonly lafts for two Months and a half, wherea 
the h meward bound Ships may in ;o or 4o days 
failing, cafily make the Belle Iflc, which is the fu-

. reft 



Some New Voyages 
re.ft and mofi ufual Land. t at a Ship makes upon 
a long Voyage. The red"on of this difference, is, 
that the Winds are Eafterly for 100 days of the 
year, and Wefterly for 26o. . 

Q:tebec is divided into the upper and the lower Ct
ty. The Merchants live in the latter, for the con
veniencv .of the Harbor; upon which they have 
built very fine I-Ioufes, three Story high, of a fort 
of Stone that,s as hard as Marble. The upper 
or high City is full as populous, and as well adorn'd 
as the lower. Both Cities are commanded by a 
Caftle , that fiands upon the highefi Ground. 
This Caftb is the Refidence of the Governours, 
and aff~ros them not only convenient Apart· 
ments , but the nob left and ·· moll: extenfive Prof. 
ped:· in the World. 0_tebec wants two eifenti· 
C~l things , namely , a Key and Fortifications; 
though both the one and the other might be eafily 
made, conlidering the conveniency of Stones ly
ing upon the fpot. 'Tis incompafs ·d with feveral 
Springs, of the beft frefh Water in the World, 
which the Inhabitants draw out of Wells ; for they 
are fo ignorant of the I-Iydroftaticks, that not one 
of 'em knows how to convey the vVater to certain 

' Bafins , in order to raife either flat or fpouting 
Fountains. Thofe who live on the River fide, in 
t.he lower City, are not half fo much pinch'd with 
the Cold, as the ·Inhabitants of the upper; befides 
that the former have a peculiar conveniency of 
ranfponing in Boats_, Co1n, Wood, and orher Ne

.cefi:lries, to the very Doors of their Hou fes : ~ut 
.as the latter are more expofs'd to the injuries of 
<he Cold, fo they injoy the benefic and pleafurc of 
a cooler Sumn1er. The way which leads from the 
one City to the other is pretty broad and adorn'd 
wich I-Ioufes on each fide; only 'cis 'a little fteep. 
Quebec ltands upon a very uneven Ground· and hs 
Houfes ~Jre .not uniform, "fh~ lntend.ant iiv~s in~ 

bottom, 
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bottom, at fome fmall d~ftance from the fide of a 
little River, which by joyning the River of Sr. 
Laurence, coops up the City in a right Angle. Hia 
I-Ioufe is the Palace in which the Soveraign Coun
cil aifembles four times a Week ; and on one fide 
of which, we iee great Magazines of Ammuniti
on and Provifions. There are fix: Churches in the 
the High City: The Cathedral confifts of a Biiliop, 
and twelve Prebendaries, who live in common in 
the Chapter-Houfe, the Magnificence and Archi
tetl:ure of which is truly wonderful. Thefe poor 
Priefis' are a very good fort of People; they con
tent themfelves with bare Neceffaries, and meddle 
with nothing but the Affairs of the Church, where 
the Service is perform' cl after the Roman way. The 
fecond ,Church is that of the Jefuits, which frands 
in the Center of the City ; and is a fair, ftately, and 
well lighted Edifice. The great Altar of the Je
fuits Church,' is adorn'd wich four great Cylindrical 
Columns of one Scone; The Stone being a fore of 
Canada Porphyry, and black as Jet, without either 
Spots or Veins. Thefe Fathers have very conveni
ent and large Apartments, beautify'd with plea
fant Gardens, and feveral rows of Trees, which are 
fo thick and bufhy, that in Summer one might 
take their Walks for an Ice-Houfe: And indeed 
we may fay without ftrecching, that there is Ice 
not far from 'em, for the good Fathers are never 
without a referve in two or three places, for the 
cooling of their Drink. Their College is fo fmall, 
that at the befi they i;}ave fcarce fifty Scholars at a 
time. The third Church is that of the Recolletls_, 
who, through the interce£Iion of Count Frontenac, 
obtain'd leave of the King to build a little Chap
pel ( which I call a Church;) notwithUanding the 
Remonftrances of Mr. de Lava! our Biiliop, who, in 
concert wich the Jefuits, us'd his utmoft Efforts for 
ten years together to hinder it. Before the build. 

ing 
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ing of this CbappeJ, they l_iv'd in a Ji~de I·Iofpital 
that the BHhop !1.1d order d to be butlt for em; 
and fome of 'em continue rbnre fiill The fourrh 
Church is tba of rhe Uifelines, which has been 
bu n'd down two or thtee times, and fH!I rebuilt to 
the d''a t ge. The fifth is that of the Hotpiral
Or der wh· cak.; a particular Care of the Sick, 
tho' themfelvcs are poor, and but ill Jodg'd. 

The Soveraign Council is held at Q:.~e
• ,see he Ex- bee. lt Cl)nfil1s of twelve CounfeiJors of 
p C.Tt I OJl ~ J r. I h I r. 
7~:zbtr?. Cap.:r y ae J p.u. ,~, w o are t 1e .tupream 

Judicarure, and decide all Caufes with
ou .~ A ppeaJ. The Incend.uu claims a Right of be
ing Prefident to the Council ; but in the Jufi1ce
Hall the Governour-Getleral places himfelf fo as to 
face him, the Judges being feton both fides of them; 
fo that one would think they are boch Pretidencs. 
While Adonjiettr de Frontenac was in Cmuzda, J1e };wgh'd 
at the precended Precedency o the Intendams; 
nay he ufed the Metnbers of that Affembly ai 

roughly as Crormm:!l did the Parliament of Eng
l.rncl. At this Court every one pleads his own C ,JUt~, 
for Sol!icitors or Barrifters n~ver appear there ; by 
which m~am it comes to pafs, hat Law-Sui!s .ue 
quickly brought to a Period, without demanding 
Courc Fees or any other Charges from the contend· 
ing Parties. Tbe Judges, who have but- four hun
dred Livers a Year from rhe ICing, have a Difpen .. 
l1tion of not wearing the Robe and the Cap. Be
fide:, this Tribunal_, we flJve in this Country a Li u
tenanr.General, both Civil and L 1ilitary, .an Attor
ney-G~neralj the reac Provoit) and a ChiefJufiice 
i. Eyre. 

Th>.! \·V.1y of travelljng in the W:nter, whether 
in Town or Country, zs that of Sledf'es drawn by 
l1orf...:s; who. are fo infcnfible of the' Cold, th;:c 
l bJre fccn ~{·;-y or li~·ry of 'ern in /anuary and Fe
ltruary .Hand ;n the Snow. up to thetr Brcafi, in tJ-,e 

n1idft 
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n1idfi of a Wood, without ever offering to go near 
their Owner's Ioufe. In the Winter-time they 
travel from f2.!!ebcc eo Monreal upon the Ice, the 
River being then frozen over ; and upon that oc
ca/ion thefe Sledges will run you fifteen Le~gues a 
day. Others have their Sledges drawn by t 10 Ma
ftiif Dogs, but then they are longer by the way. 
As for their way of travelling in Summer, I /hall 
tranfinit you an Account of ir, when I come to 
be better inform' d. I am told that the f eople of 
this· Country will go a thoufand Leagues in Ca
nows of Bark ; a Dcfcription of which you may 
expect, as foon as I have made ufe of 'e •. The 
EaHerly Winds prevail here commonly in the Spring 
and Autumn; and the Wefterly have the Afcen
dant in Winter and Summer. Adieu Sir: I muft 
now make an end of my Letter, for my Matter be
gins to run lliort. All I can fay, is, · that as foon 
as I am better inftrut-'ted in what relates to the Com
merce , and the Civil and Ecclefiaftical Govern
ment of the Country, I'll tranfmit you fuch ex
act Memoirs of the L1me, as ilia ll give you full 
fatisfaction. Thefe you may exped: wich the fi1 Lt 

· Opportunity; for in all Appearance our Troops 
., will return after the Conclufion of the Campaign 

that we are now going to n1ake in the Country of 
the Iroquefe, under the Command of Monfieur de la 
Ba,.re. In feven or eight Days time I mean to im
bark· for Mo11real; and. in the mean time am going 
to make a Progrefs to the Villages of Scilltri, of 
Saut de la Chaudiere, and of Lorete, which are inhabi
ted by the Abenakis and the Hmons. Thefe P!Jces ar 
not above three or four Leagues off; fo that I may 
return with eafe next Week. As for the 1v1anners 
of the People, I cannot pretend to defcribe 'cm {o 
foon ; for a juft Obfervation and Knowledge of 
thefe things cannot be corupafs'd without time. 
I have been this vVinter at hunting wich thirty or 

forty 
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forty young Algonkiru, who were ~ell made clever 
Fellows. My Defign in accampany1ng them, was, ro 
learn their Language, which is mightily efieem'd in 
this Ccuntry; for all the other Nations for a thou. 
r~ nd Miles round (excepting the IrO'jUC{e and the Hu
rons) underftand it perfectly well ; nay, all their 
refpective Tongues come as near to this, as the Por
tuguefe does to the Spanijh . I have already made my 
felf Mafier of fome Words -with a great deal of Fa
cility ; and they being mightily pleafed in feeing a 
Stranger ftudy their Tongue, take all imaginable 
pains to inftruct me. I am, 

SIR, 

Tours, &c. 

LETTER IV. 

Dated at Monreal, 1une 14. 1684. 

CoHtaining a brief Dejcription ~(the Ha!Jitatio11s 
of the Savages in the Neigh!Jourhood of ~e
bec; Of the River of St. Lawrence, &c. as far 
up as Monreal; Of a curious way of jijh1ng, Eels; 
and of the Cities of Trois Rivieres and M on-

real: Toget!Jer witb ar1 Account * Coureurs de /. 
Bois. See tb: £;t.,·· of tbe Conr uH of t/;e * Forrefl 
plication Tab!:-. Rangers or Pedlers. 

SIR, 

BEfore my Departure from 0.febcc, I viiited the 
. adjacent Villa.ges inhabited by the Savages. The 

V 1llage of Lorete ts peopled by two hundred Fa· 
milies 
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le~ mllie o HurDns, who were converted to ChrifHa~ 
1,~· nity by the Jefuics, though with a great deal of 
eeQ eludancy. The Villages of Silleri, and of Saut de 
ra /11 Chaudiere, are compos'd of three hundred Fami-
!&.: lies o Abenaku, who are likewife Chrifiiahs, and 
al~ among whom the Jefuits have fetled Miffionaries~ 

I recurn'd to ~ebec time enough, and in1barqued 
under the conduct of a Mafier, that would rather 
have had a Lading of Goods, than of Soldiers. The 
North·EafiWinds wafted us in five or fix days toTroiJ 
Rivieres, which is the name of a fmall City, feated at 
the diftance of thirty Leaguesfrofn hence. That City 
derives its name from three Rivers, that fpring from 
one Channel, and after continuing their divifion for 
fome fpace re-unite into a joynt Stream,that falls in
to the River of Sr. Laurence, about half a quarter of a 
League below the Town. Had we fail'd all Night, the 
Tides would have carry'd us thither in two days time; 
but in regard that the River is full of Rocks and 
Shelves, we durfi not venture upon it in the dark ; fo, 
we came to an Anchor every Night, which did not at 
all difpleafe me ; for in the coude of thirty Leagues, 
( notwithftanding the darknefs of the Night ) it 
gave me an opportunity of \"iewing an infinite 
number of Habitations on each fide of the River, 
which are not above a MuJkec .. Shot dillant one from 
another. The Inhabitants that are fetled between 
~ehec and fifteen Leagues higher, di 'erted me ve
ry agreeably with the filhing of Eels. At low wa .. 
ter they ftretch out Hurdles to the loweft Water~ 
Mark; and that fpace of ground being che·n dry 
by the retreat of the Water, is cover'd over, and 
fhut up by the Hurdles. Between the Hurdles they 
place at certain diftances lnfiruments call'd RucheJ; 
from the refemblance they bear to a Bee· hive ; be
fides Baskets and little Nets belag'd, upon a Pole~ 
v;hich they call Bouteux, and BotstJ de ~ievres. Then 
_heyleP: 11 ftand in thi' fafhion f( - _hrPeMonth5iti 

,fi 
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the Spring, and two in the Autumn. ~ow as of. 
ten as the Tide con1es in, the Eels looktng out for 
fhallow places , and making to~ards. the , Shoar, 
croud in among the Hurdles, whtch h1nder em .af
terwards to retire with the Ebb-water ; upon that 
they are forc'd to bury themfelvesin the abovemen
tioned lngines, which are fometimes fo over-cram'd, 
that they break. When 'tis low water, the Inha
bitants take out thefe E~ls, which are certainly the 
biggeft, and the longefi in the World. They fait 
them up in Barrels, wher.e they'll keep a whole year 
without fpoiling : And indeed they give an admira
ble relHh in all Sauces ; nay, there's nothing that 
the Council of ~ebec ~elires n1ore, than that this 
Filhery fhould be equally plentiful in all years. 

Trois Rivicres is a little paltry Town, feated in 
the Latitude of forty Degrees ; 'tis not fortified 
neith~r with Stone, nor Pales. The River to which 
it owes its name, takes its rife an hundred Leagues 
to the North-Well, from the greateft ridge of 
Mountains in the U niverfe. The Algo11kim who are 
at prefent an Erratick fort of Savages, and, like the 
.Arabs, have no fetled Abode ; that People, I fay, 
feldon1 firaggle far from the banks of this River, 
upon which they have excellent Beaver-hunting. In 
fonner times the Iroquefe cut off three fourths of that 
Nation; but they have not dar'd to renew their In
curfions, fince the French have Peopled the Coun
tries that lie higher up upon the River of St. Lau
rmce. I call'd Trois Rivicres a little Town, with refe
rence to the paucity of the Inhabitants ; tho 1gh at 
the fari1e time they re vexy r· d , and Jive in fiately 
Houfes. . he ri )g has made it rhe Rei1d nee of 
a. Go ernor,

1 
wh_o \vould ~ie for Hunger, if he 

dxd not traae wtth the Nat1v s for eaver~ when 
his fmall all wance is out : Befides a !\1~n that 
would lh~~=" t=here, mufl:. be of the lik~ temper ~ith 
a Dog, or at le ft he xnuft tak" pleafur.e in cratch .. 

ing 
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i:og his Skin, for the Flea's are there triore nume
rous than the grains of Sand. I am inform'd, that 
the Natives of this place make the befi Soldiers in 
the Country. 

Three , Leagues fiigher we enter'd St. Peter's Lake; 
which is fix Leagues long, and had difficulty enough 

er.. in croffing it; for the frequent Calms oblig'd us to 
tne a cafi Anchor feveral times. It receives three or 
rta~" four Rivers that abound with Fifh; upon the 

Mouth of which, I defcry'd with n1y l ... e)efcope 
very fine Houfes. Towards the · Evening we fail'd 
out of that Lake with a frefh Eafterl y Gale ; and 
though we hoified up all our Sails, the Current ruri 
fo flrong againft us, that 'twas three hours before 
we couid make Sore!, which was two fmall Leagues 
off. Sore/ is a Canton of four Leagues in front; 
in the neighbourhood of which, a certain River 
conveys the waters of Champlain Lake, to the Ri
ver of St. Laurenct, after having form'd a Water-fall 
of .two Leagues at Chambli. Though we reckon bu 
eight Leagues frorn Sorel to Monreal, yet we fpent 
three days in failing between 'em; by reafon partly 
of flack Winds, and partly of the firength of the 
Currents. In this courfe we f w nothing but I
flands; and both fides of the River all along from 
f0ebec eo this place, are fo replenHh'd with lnhabi .. 
tants, that one may juftly call 'em two continued 
Villages of fixty Leagues in length. 

This place, which goes by tlie name of ViUemarie; 
or Monreal, lies in the Latitude of forty five De
grees, and fame Minutes; being feated in an 111and 
of the fame name, which is about five Leagu .s broad, 
and fourteen Leagues long. The Directors of th~ . 
... eminary of St. Sulpitius at P dri4, are the Proprietors of 
the lfland, and. have the nomination of a Bailiff, and 
feveral other Magi!, rates • nay 1 in former times they 
had the priviledge qf n mina ing..a Go-vernor •. Thi~ 
lie le Town its all ope w!th : t ~ny Fortification 

. hM-
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· either of Stone or Wood : But its fituation is fo ad. 

van geous notwitbftanding that it ftands upon an 
uneven and fandy Ground, that it might eafily be 
made an impregnable Poft. The River of St. Lau. 
rence which runs juft by the Houfes, on one fide 
of this Town, is not Navigable further, by reafon 
of its rapidity ; for about half a quarter of a 
League higher, 'tis full of rapid falls, l!.ddy's, &c. 
Mr. Perot the Governor of the Town, who has 
but a thoufand Crowns a year Sallary ; has made 
fhift to get fifty thoufand in a few years, by tra. 
ding with the Savages in Skins and Furs. The 
Bailiff of the Town gets but little by his place, 
no more chan his Officers: So that the Mer
chants are the only Perfons that make Money here; 
for the Savages that frequent the great Lakes of 
Cttnada, come down hither almoft every year with 
a prodigious quantity of Beavers-Skins, to be giv
en in exchange for Arms, Kettles, Axes, Knives, 
and a thoufand fuch things, upon which the Mer
chants dear two hundred per Cent. Commonly the 
Governor General comes hither about the time cf 
their coming down, in order to fhare the profit, 
and receive Prefents fi·om that People. The Ped· 
Jers call'd Ccureurs de BoiJ, export fron1 hence every 
year fe reral Canows full of Merchandife, which 
they difpofe of among all the Savage Nations of 
the Continent, by way of exchange for Beaver· 
Skins. Seven or eight days ago, I faw twenty five 
er thirty of thefe Canows return wich heavy Car· 
goes ; each Canow was manag' d by two or three 
Men, and carry'd nventy hundred weight, i.e. for· 
ty packs of Bea\Ter Skins, which are worth anhun· 
dred Crowns a piece. 1'hefe Canows had been a 
year and eighteen ~1onths out. You would be a
maz'd if you faw l o ~lewd thefe Pedlers are when 
they. return ; how they Feaft and Game.) and how 
prod1gal t~ey re: ot only in the'~; C oaths, but 

upon 
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~ilb pon Women. Such of 'em as are married, have 
su~ the wifdom to retire to their own Houfes; but the 
teaft Datchelors att jufi as our Eaft-India-Men, and Pi .. 
of~: rates are wont to do; for they Lavilh, Eat, Drink, 
~ ot~ and ~lay all away as long as the Goods hold out; 
byr and when thefe are gone, they e'en fell their Em

broidery, their Lace, and their Cloaths. This done, . 
they are forc'd to go upon a new Voyage for Sub
fJftance. 

The Directors of the Seminary of St. Sulpitius, 
take care to fend Milftonaries hither from titne to 
time, who live under the direction of a Superiour, 
that is very much refpected in the Country. They 
have Apartments allotted for 'em in a fiately, great, 
and _pleafant Houfe, built of Free-ftone. Thi5 
Hcufe is built after the Model of that of St. Suf .. 
pice at Paris; and the Altar ftands by it fdf, JUfl: 
like that at Paris. Their Seignories or Cantons that 
lye on the South-fide of the lfland, produce a con
fiderable Revenue ; for the Plantadons are good, 
and the Inhabitants are rich in Corn, Cattle, Fowl, 
and a thoufand other Commodiries, for which they 
find a Mercat in the City: But the North part of 
the Iflctnd lies wafte. Thefe Directors would ne
ver fuffer the Jefuits or Recollecrs to difplay their 

w Banners here; though 'ds conjectur'd, that at the 
Jong run they'll be forc'd to content to it. At the 
diitancc of a League from the To'-'vn, I fa w at the 
foot of a ~1ountain, a Plantation of Iroqufe Chri
ftians, who are inftruCl:ed by t'wo Priefts of the Or
der of Sulpitius ; and I'm inform' d of a larger and 
n1ore populous Plantation on t' other fide of the R i· 
ver, at the diftance of two Leagues from henceJ 
which is took care of by Father 8r'UJ4J the Jefuit~ 

hope to fet out fron1 hence, as foon as Mr. de la 
Barre rece·ves advice from Fra11ce; far he defign to 
eave Ouebec upon the arrival of the firft Ship. I 

-efolve fO go .o fort Fr.omenac, tlpon the Lake that 
C ; gae~ 
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.0 es by the fame name. If :I may ~redit thofe who 

have been formerly in Achon agatnfi. the Iroq~efe, 
I fhall be able upon my retu:n from ~hts .campatgn, 
to inform you of fome thtngs that wtll feem as 
firange to you, as they will be difagreeable to my 
~~lf. l am, 

S I R, 

1ouu, &c. 

LE "f T ER V. 

Dated at lvJ,mrealJune 18. I 684-

ln which is contai t' d a foort a_ccount of tbe Iro· 
, quefe, witb a view of tbe War and Peace tbey 

made witb the French, a11d of tbe means ty 
tyhicll ~t was. broug,ht a_bout. 

S I J?., 
wrote to you but our days ago,and did not think 
to ha v·e heard from you fo foon ; but this Morn· 

ing I 1net with a very agreeable Surprifa1, in receiv. 
ing a Packet addrefs' d to me by your Brother. YoLi 
~ay be fure I was infinitely welt pleas'd, in being 
given t~ underftand what has pafs'd in Europe fincel 
left it. The knowledge of the Affairs of Europe~ 
comfortable to one that's doom'd to another World, 
uch as this ·s, and I cannot but acknowledge my 
felf infinitely indebted to you, for cl:ie exatl:nefs of 
yot?:r Intelligence. In as n1uch as you require of 
':De an account <?f the Iroquefe, and would have me 
to prefent you, wi~h a juJl: view of their Temper 
an~ G.overri?lent; I would willingly fatisfie and 
?.bltge ~o_u 1.n t.~at, ?r an_r ot.h.~S poi~.t : But_ ip_ red· 

~ar 
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gard that I am oblig'd to fet out for Fort Frontenac 
the day after to tnorrow, I have not time to in ... 
form my felf of things, or to confult thofe who 
have been in the Country before : So that all I can 
do at prefent, is only to acquaint you with what I 
have learn'd this Winter, from Perfons that have 
fojourn'd twenty years among 'em. As foon as I 
have an opportunity of inlarging my knowledge 
upon that Head, by a more immediate converfation 
with themfelves, you may affure your felf that I'll 
impart it to you. In the mean time, be pleas'd to 
accept of what follows. 

Thefe Barbarians are drawn up in five Cantons, 
not unlike thofe of the Swijfes. Tho' thefe Can
tons are all of one Nation, and united in one joynt 
interefi, yet they go by different names, viz.,. th 
Tfonontouans, the Goyogoans, the 01motagues, the Onoy
outs, and the Agnies. Their Language is almoft: the 
fame; and the five Villages or Planutions in which 
they 'Jive, lie at the diftance of thirty Leagues one 
from another, being all feated near the South fide 
of the Lake of Ontario, or of Frontenac. Every year 
the five Cantons fend Deputies to affift at the U ni"' 
on Feafi, and to fmoak in the great Calr.Jmet, or Pipe 
of the five Nations. Each Village or Canton con .. 
tains about fourteet:J thoufand Souls, i. e. I)oo thae 
bear Arms, 2ooo Superannuated Men, 4 oo \V o
men, 2ooo Maids, and 4ooo Children: 1'ho' indeed 
fome will tell you, that each Vilbge has not above 
Ioooo or I I coo Souls. ·rhere has been an Alliance 
of long ftanding between thefe Nations and the 
Englijh, and by uading in Furrs to New-Y01·k, they 
are fupply'd by the Englifh with Arms, Ainmuniti-

n, and all other receffaries, at a cheaper rate than 
the Frmch can afford 'em at. They have no other 
~onfideration for England or Frm1ce, than what de. 
pends upon the occat1on they have for the Comn1o.· 
ditie of thefe ~wp Nations; thollgh ~ft r all they 
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give an over~purchafe; for they pay for them four 
times more than they are worth. They laugh at 
the ~1enaces of our Kings and Governors, for they 
have no notion of dependance, nay, the very word 
is to them infupporrable. They look upon them. 
felves ~s Soveraigns, accountable to none but God 
alone, whom they call The Great Sp_irit. They wa. 
ged War with qs almofi always_, from the firfl: fer. 
dement of our Colonies in Canada, to the firftyears 
of the Count of Frontenac's Government. Mej]ieurs 
~e Courfe!les, and 4e Traci, both of 'em Governors
Genera!, p1ade Head againfi the Agnies upon the 
Champlain Lake, in Wipter as ~Veil as in Sum
mer; but they could not boaft of any great Sue. 
~efs. They only bqrnt their Villages, and carry'd 
off fome hundred of their Children, of whom the 
above-tnention'd hoquefe Chrifiians are fprung. 'Tis 
~rue, they cut off ninety or a.n hundred Warriours; 
but in compenfation for that, feveral Ctmadans, and 
feveral Soldiers of the Regiment of Carignan, being 
unprovide~ againfi the unfufferable cold of the Cli· 
nure, loft their Limbs, and even their Life it felf. 
Count l:?ro·ntenac who fucceeded Mr. Courfelle, per· 
~eiv~ng ~h~t the B_arbariam had the advantage of the 
Europeam, as to the waging of War in that Coun• 
~ry ; upon this apprehcnfion, I fay, he declin'd fuch 
fruitlefs Exped'tions, which were very charge~ble tq 
~h~ King, and us'd all his efforts to difpofe the Sa
vages to a finc;ere and Iafiing Peace. This judici .. 
ous Go~ernor had tl>lree things in view; ':fhe fi1~ 
~as. ~o tncourage the greatefi part of the Ft·ench In· 
habttants, who would have abdicated the Colony, 
and return'd to Frtmce, if the War had continued. 
His fecond Topick ~as, that the condufion of a 
Peace would difpofe an infinity of People to mar
~y, ~nd ~o grub up th~ Trees, upon ~:hich the Co
~ol!y would be better ~eopl~d a.t;d inlarg'q. The 
t~1r~ ~rg~men~ th~t ~l1fu~~~d h~~ f~om c~rrying 

. ,o~ 



to North-America~ 1 1 
on the War, was a defign of purfuing the difcove
ry of the Lakes, and of the Savages that live upon 
their banks, in order to fl-ttle a Commerce with 

1 ~em, and ~t the fame time to ingage them in our 
interefis, by good Alliances, in cafe of a Rupture 
with the Iroquefc. Upon the confideration of thefe 
Reafons, he fent fome Canadan.r by way of a for
mal Embaffy to the Iroquefe Villages , in order to 
acquaint them, that the King being inform'd that a 
~roundlefs War was carried on againft them, had 
fent him from France to make peace with 'em. At 
the fame time the Ambaifadors had orders to fiipu
late all the advantages they could obtain with refe
rence to the Commerce. The lroque(e heard this 
Propofal with a great deal of Satisfaction ; for 
Charles II. King of Englantl, had order' d his Gover
nor in New-Tork to reprefent to 'em, that if they 
continu'd to wage War with the French, they were 
ruin'd, and that they would find themfelves crulh'd 
by the numerous Forces that were ready to fail 
from France. In effect, they promis'd to the Am
baffadors that four hundred of their number fhould 
meet Count Ftontenac, attended by an equal number 
of his Men, at the place where Fort Frontenac now 
fiands. Accordingly, fome Months after, both the 
one and the other 1net at the place appointed, and 
fo a Peace was concluded. Mr. de la Salle was very 
ferviceable to this Governor, in giving him gooq 
and feafonable Advices, which I cannot now enter 
tJ.pon, being oblig' d to make fome preparations for 
my Voyage. When the Campaign is over, yo~ 
may expect to hear from ~e. In the mean time, 

! am, 
~ I R, 

r~urs, ~c. 
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LETTER \ 7l 

Dated at ll1onrcal June zo. 1684. 

Being an ample Defcription of the Canows made 
. of Birch-bark, in tvhich the Canadans per

form all tbeir P'oyag,es; with an account of 
tbe mcmner in which they are made and ma• 
nag' d. 

SIR, 
thought to have fet out as this day; but in regard 
that our Complement of great Canows is not 

yet brought up, our Voyage is put off for two 
day~. l-Iaving fo much Ieifure time upon my Hands, I 
have a mind to imploy it in prefenting you with a 
lhort view of thefe flender Contrivances in which 
the Canadans perforn1 all their Voyages: And this 
will furniili you with an Idtea of the Y'oiture of this 
Coun~ry. I faw but now above an hundred Ca"' 
nows, fome great and fotne little ; but confidering 
that the former are only proper for Martial Expedi-

• tions , and long Voyages, I fuall confine my Def
cripdon to that fort. Even the great ones are of 
different fizes ; for they run fron1 ten to twenty 
eight Foot long. Indeed the leafi: of all hold but 
two Perfons fet upon their Breech, as in a U.1ffin; 
and are apt to over-fet, if the Paffengers move to 
one fide or t'other: But thofe of a larger fize will 
eafily afford ftowage ~ r fourteen Perfons; tho' they 
are commonly mann'd only with three Men, when 
they are imploy'd in tranfporting Provifions an 
Merchandize ; and even then they'll carry twenty 
hundred weight'! 1""he largeft fort are fafe and 
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to No rib· America: 27 
fleddy; when they are made of the Bar'k of the 
Birch-tree_, which comes off with hot Water in the 
Winter time. The greateft Trees afford the belt 
Barks for Canows; but oftentimes the Bark of one 
Tree is not fufficient. The bottom of the Boat is 
all of one piece, to which the fides are fo artfully 
few'd by the Savages, that the whole Boat appears 
as one continu'd Bark. They are trimn1'd and 
firengthn'd with wicker Wreaths, and ribs of Cedar
Wood, which are almoft as light as Cork; the 
Wreaths are as thick as a Crown-piece; but the 
Bark has the thicknefs of two Crowns, and the 
Ribs are as thick as three. On the two fides of the 
Boat, there runs from one end to the other two 

rincipal I-Iead-bars, in which the ends of the Ribs 
are inchas'd, and in which the Spars are made fail, 
that run a-crofs the Boat and keep it compact. Thefe 
Boats have twenty Incbes in depth, that is, from 
the upper edge to the Platform of the Ribs; their 
length extends to twenty eight Foo.t, and the width 
ac the n1iddle Rib is computed to be four Foot and 
a hat£ They are very convenient upon the ac
count of their extream lightnefs, and the drawin,g 
of very little \Vater; but at the f.1me time their brit 
tle and tender Fabrick, is an Argument of an e
quivalent inconveniency .; for if they do but touch 
or grate upon Stone or Sand, the cracks of the Bark 
fly open, upon which the Water gets in, and fpoils 
the Provifions and Merchandize: Every day there 
· s fome new chink or feam to be gum m' d over. At 
Night they are always unloaded, and carried on fhoar 
where they are made fafr with Pegs, left the Wind 
fhould blow 'en1 away: For they are fo light,that two 
Men carry 'en1 upon their fhoulders. with e.afe. This 
conveniency of lightnefs and eafie carriage, renders 
'cm very ferviceable in the Rivers of Canada, which 
are full of Cataracts, \Vater-falls, and Currents: 
¥o~ ~n thefe Rit[ers ~e ~re 9blig~d. eith~r to tranf~ort 
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2.8 Some Netv Voyages 
'em over.land where fuch obfiructions happen, or 
elfe to tow 'em along where the Current is not over
rapid, and the fhoar is acceffible. Thefe Boats are 
of no ufe for the Navigation of Lakes; for the 
Waves would fwallow 'em up, if they could not 
reach the fhoar when a wind arifes. 'Tis true, the 
Inhabitants venture in 'em for four or five Leagues, 
from one lfland to another ; but then 'tis always in 
calm Weather, and nothing is made ufe of but Oars; 
for befides the rifque of being over-fet, the Goods 
are in danger of being dammag'd by the Water, et: 
pecially the Furs which are the moft valuable part 
of the Cargoe. When the feafon ferves, they carry 
little Sails ; but if the Wind be but a little brisk, 
tho, they run right afore ir, 'tis impoffible to make 
any ufe of it without running the rifque of Ship
wrack. If their courfe lies directly South, they 
cannot put up fail without the wind fiands at one 
of the eight points, between North-Weft and North
Eaft ; and if a wind happens to fpring any where 
elfe, ( unlefs it comes from the Land which they 
coaft along ) they are oblig'd to put in to tb6 fhoar 
with all poffible expedition, and unload the Boat 
out of hand , till fuch time as a calm returns. 

As for the working of thefe Boats, the Canow
Men ply fometin1es on their Knees, natnely, when 
~bey run down the fmall Water-falls; fometimes 

' fianding , when rhey fiem a Current by feuing 
the Boat along with Poles ; and fometimes fitting, 
'lli~. in fi11ooth and ftagnating water. T'he Oars 
they make ufe of are nude of Manle-woo·i, and 
~heir form is reprefenred in the J:annex'd Cutt. 
The Blade of the Oar is twenty Incbes long, fi ~ 
Inches broad, and four Lines thick: The I..landleis 
~bout three Foot long, and as big as a Pigeons Egg, 
Whea they have occafion to run up againft rapid 
Currents, they make ufe of Poles ·made of p:ne
wood ; ?nd ~he fctting_ oft~~ Boat alono wich thefe, 
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is what they call Piquer de fond. The Canows luve 
neither Stern nor Prow, for they run to a point t 
both ends: Neither have they Keels, Nails or Peg :J 

in the whole Strutture. The Steerfman, or he who 
Conns the Boat, rows without interruption as wen 
as the reft. The common pU1·chafe of fuch a Boat 
is eighty Crowns; but it do's not laft above five 
or fix years. 

This day I have receiv'd advice, that Mr. Je la 
Barre has rais' d the Militia in the neighbourhood of 
~ebec, and that the Governor of this Hland has re-

1 ceiv'd orders to have that of the adjacent Cant(Jns in 
readinefs to march. I am, 

S I R, 
Tours, &c. 

LETTER VII. 

Dated at Monreal Novemb. 2. 1684. 

Defcri/Jing the Courfe of the River of St. Laurence, 
from Monreal to the firfl great Lake of Cana
da; wit/; the Waterfalls, Cataracts, and Navi
gation of tbat River: As alfo Fort Frontenac, 
ancl the Advantages tl;at accrue from it. To
gether with a Circumflantial account of the 
Expeclition of Mr. de la Barre, the Goventor· 
General agai1tfl the Iroquefe; the Speeches he 
made, the Replies he receiv'd, ancl the .ft~al 
Accommodation of the difference. 

S I R, 

T Hank God I have finilh'd this Campaign, an 
am now return'd in fafety to this place. To 

prefent you with the Hiftory cf our Campaign, be 
pleas'd 
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pleas'd ~to know that in two or three days after the 
date of my Jaft I imbarqu'd on board of a Ca .. 
now that was w01k'd by three expert Canow-Men. 
Every Canow contain'd two Soldiers; and we all 
row'd up agafnit the Current of the Rive till we 
arriv'd at Saut de St. Lom!, about three Leagues a .. 
bove this Townj which is a little W ater-falJ, but 
fo rapid, that our Watermen were forc'd to fiand 
in the water up eo their Middle, in order to drag 
the Canows againft che Stream for half a quarter 
of a League. We reimbarqu'd above this Pafs, and 
row'd about twelve Leagues up the River, and thro' 
the Lake of St. Louis, till we arriv'cl at a place call'd 
the Cafcades, where we were forc'd to turn out and 
carry our Boats and Baggage over-land, about half 
a quarter of a League. 'Tis true, "ve 1night have 
tow'd our Boats againft the Stream in this place 
with fome labour; but there was a Cataract a little 
above it, which they cail le Cdtardffe' du Trou. I had 
raken up a notion that the only difficulty of fail
ing up the River, confifred in the trouble of Land
c.Jrriage; but when I came to be a Spectator of 
the matter, I found that the fiemming of the Cur·. 
rents whether in towing of the Canows, or in fet
dng them along with Poles, was equally laborious. 
About five or tlx Leagues higher we ca1ne to the 
VJ.tl;!r-falls call'd Sauts des Cedn·s, and du Bui.f!on, 
-here we were forc'd to tranfport our Boats five 

hundred paces over Land. Some Leagues abo•re 
that, we enter'd £be La_ e of St. Francis, which is 
1ai to be nvency Leagues in Circumference; and 
havi!tg crofs'd itJ met with as ftrong Currents as 
before, pMticuiarly at a fall call'd Lo11f. Saut, where 
. ~~~ had recourfe to, Lar:d~carriage for half a L~ague . 
• 1 1~n we were fore d_ to drag up the Boats againfi the 

;:: p:d Str~. m; and after a great deal of fatigue cam .. 
at bH to a Pafs call'd la Gafete, from whence we had 
~ ut twenty Leagues fa·iling to Fort Frcmt"nac. This 

- p{i 



to Nortb·America.~ 
. Pa~ was the laft difficulty we had to fur mount ; for 

above it the water was as frill as that of a Pool, and 
then our Watermen ply'd with their Oars in fi:ead 
of Poles. 

TI1e Maringouins, which we call Midges, are un ... 
fufferably troublefom in all the Countries of Can:z
da. We were haunted with fuch clouds of'em, that 

1 we thought to be eat up; and fmoaking being the 
only Artifice that could keep 'en1 off, the Remedy 
was worfe than the Difeafe: In the Night-time the 
People fhelter themfelves fron1 'em in Bowers or 
Arbours, made after the following manner. They
drive into the Ground Stakes or little branches o 
Trees, at a certain diftance one from another, fo as 
to form a femicircular Figure; in which they put a 
Quilt and Bedcloaths, covering it above with a large 
Sheet that falls down to the Ground on all fides, and 
fo hinders the Infects to enter. 

We landed at Fort Frontmac afcer twenty daJ'S 
failing ; and immediately upon our arrival, Mr 
Duta our Commander in chief, view'd the Forcifi ... 
cations of the place, and three large Barques that· 
Jay at Anchor in the Port. We repair'd the Forti
fications in a very little time, and fitted up the thre,. 
Barques. This Fort was a Square, confifiing of large 
Curtains flanked with four little Baftions; thefe 
Flanks had but two Battlements, and the Walls were 
to low, that one might eafily climb upon 'em with
.out a Ladder. After Mr. de la Salle concluded the 
Peace with the Iroque(e, the King befiow'd upon hint 
and his Heirs the property of this place ; but he 
was fo negligent, that inftead of enriching himfe! 
by the Commerce it might have afforded, he was 
confiderably out of pocket upon it. ,.To my min 
this Fort is fituated very advantageoufly for a Trade 
with the five Iraquefe Nations : For their Villages ly 
in the Neighbourhood of the Lake, upon whic 
they n1ay tr..tnfport th~ir Furs in Cane .• s with mere 

eafe, 
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eafe, than they can carry 'e~ over-la~d to New. 
York. In time of War I take tt to be tndefenfible; 
for the Cataracts and Currents of the River are fuch, 
that fifty Iroquefo may there flop five hundred French, 
without any other Arms but Stones. Do but con. 
fider, Sir , that for twenty Leagues together the 
River is fo rapid, that we dare not fet the Canow 
four paces off the lhoar ; Befides, Canada being no
thing but a Forrefi, as I intimated above, 'tis im. 
pofftble to travel there without falling e\Tery foot 
into Ambufcades, efpecially upon the banks of thi3 
River, which are lin'd with thick Woods, thatren. 
der 'em inacceffible. None but the Savages can skip 
from Rock to Rock, and fcour thro' the Thickets, as 
if 'twere an open Field. If we were capable of 
fuch Adventures, we might march fi·:e or fix hun. 
dred Men by Land to guard the Canows that carry 
the Provifions; but at the fame time "tis to be con· 
fider'd, that before they arriv'd at the Fort, they 
would confume more Provifioni than the Canow; 
can carry ; Not to mention that the lroquefe would 
ftill out-number 'em. As to the particular& relating 
to the Fort, I lhall rake notice of *em when I come 
to give a general defcription of New.France. 

While we continued at Fort Frontenac, the Iroqu~ 
who live at Ganeou./fe and ~ente, at the difiance of 
feven or eight Leagues from thence) threw in upon 
us Harts , Roe-bucks, Turkeys and Fifh; in ex· 
change for Needles, Knives, Powder and BalL To· 
wards the end of Auguft Mr. de la Ban·e joyn'd us; 
but h.e was dangeroufly ill of a Feaver, ·which 
rag' d in like manner arnong In oft of his ~1ilitia; 
fo that only our three Co1npanies \.Yere free 
from Sicknefs. This Feaver was of the incerrnit· 
ting kind; and the convulfive Moriens, Tremblings, 
and frequency of the Pulfe that attended the cold 

7
it, were fo violent, that mcft of our frck Men 

dy'd in the fecond or third Ftr. Their Blood was. 
tJ 
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~~ of ·a blackilh brown colour, 2nd tainted with a fort 

of yeJJowifh Serum, not unlike Pm or corrupt Mat
art ter. Mr. de la Barre's Phyfician, who in' my opinion 
~t knew as little of the true caufes of Feavers as Hip .. 
oc pocrates or Galen, and a hundred thoufand befides , 
IU this mighty Pbyfician, I fay, pretending to trace 

the caufe of the Feaver I now fpeak of, imputed 
it to the unfavourable qualities of the Air and the 
Aliment. His plea was, that the excelftve heat of 
the feafon, put the Vapours or Exhalarions into an 
over-rapid Motion ; that the Air was fo over-ra
rify'd, that we did not fuck in a tufficient quantity 
of it ; that the fmall quantity we did receive was 
loaded with Infects and impure Corpufculum's, 
which the fatal neceffity of Refpiration oblig' d ·us 
to f wallow; and' that by this means nature was 
put into diforder: He added, that the ufe of Bran
dy and fait Meat fower'd the Blood, that this fower
nefs occafion'd a fort of Coagulation of the Chyle 

· and Blood, that the Coagulation hindred it to cir
,, cul.ate thro' the Heart wich a due degree of Cele-

rity; and that thereupon · there infued an extraordi
nary Fermentation, which is nothing elfe bur ;:. 
Feaver. But after all, to my mind this Gentlen1an,s 
Syfteme was coo much upon the Iroquefe ftrain ; for 
at that race the Difiem per rnufi have feiz'd all with
out diftincHon, whereas neither our Soldiers nor the 
feafon'd Canadans were troubled with it ; for it 
raged only among the Militia, who being unac
quainted with the way of fetting the Boats with 
Poles, were forc'd at every turn to get into the water 
and drag 'em up againft the rapid Strean1 : Now, the 
waters of that Country being naturally cold, and 
the heat being exceffive, the Blood might thereup
on freeze by way of Antiperiftajis, and fo occafion 
the Feaver I fpeak of, purfuant to the common ~1ax
im, Omnis repentina mutatio e{t periculofa, i. e. AIJ fud
dcn changes llre of dtmgcrous Cor{eqt~ence. 
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As foon as Mr. Jel~Barre recover'd, he imbarqu'd 

in order to continue his march ; tho' he might have 
eafily known, that after halting fourteen or fifteen 
days at that Fort, when the feafon was fo far ad. 
vanc'd, he could not pretend to compafs the end 
of his Expedition. We row'd Night and Day the 
Weather being very calm, and in five or fix days 
came before the River of Famine, where we were 
forc'd to put in upon the apprehenfion of a Storm. 
Here we met with a Canow that Mr. Dulhut had 
fent from Mij]ilimakinac, with advice, that purfuant 
to orders he had in gag' d the Hurons , Ou:a~a's, 
and fome other People, to joyn his Army; in 

which he had above two hunared 
•seeC<;m~eurs brave ic Forefi: Rangers. Thefe News 
de BOis m th-e were very acceptable to Mr. de la 
Table. B b h r • h urre ; ut at t e 1ame ume e was ve-
ry n1uch perplexed; for l'n1 perfwaded he re'pented 
oftner than once, of his entring upon ~n, Expedi~ 
tion that he forefaw would prove Succefslefs; and·· 
to aggravate the danger of his Enterprife, the Iro· 
queje had at that time an opportunity to fall upon 
us. In fine, after a mature confideration of the 
Confequences, and of the Difficulties that flood in 
the way, he fent back the Canow to Mr. Dulhut, 
with orders to difmifs the Forell: Rangers and Sava· 
ges immediately, where~ ever he was, and by all 
Jneans to avoid the approaching to his Troops. By 
good luck N!r. Dulhut had not yet reach'd Niagara, 
when he receiv'd thefe Orders; witli which the Sa
vages that' accompany'd him were fo diifatisfied, 
that they threw out all manner of Invectives againft 
the French Nation. 

As focn as Mr. de la Barre had difpatch'd this Ca
now, he fent tvtr. le Moine to the Village of the 
Onnontagues, which lay about eighteen Leagues up 
tHe River. This Mr. le Moi11e was a Gentleman of 
Normandy, and highly efteem'd: by the Iroq.uej'e, who 

call'd 
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atl'd him Akoa'ijjan, i.e. the Partridge. HI Orders 
ere, to indeavour oy aH means to bring along with 

him fome of the old fianders of that Nation ; 
and accordingly he recurn'd in a few days, accom-

any'd . with one of their m oft confider able G1 an- / 
dees, who had a Tra·n of cthrty young Warriours, 
and was difth.1guilh'd by the Tide of ~ .•e Grangula~ 
As foon as he debarqued, Mr. de la Barrc fent hint 
a Prefent of Bread and Wine, and of thirry Sal
mon-Trou~s, which rney fifh:d in that place in fuch 
plenty, that they brought up a hundred at one caff 
of a Net: At the fame time he gave the Grandee 
to underftand, that he congratulated his Arrival, 
and would be gtad to have an Interview with him 
after he had refied himfelf for fome days. You 
muft know that he had us'd the precctution df fend
ing the fick back to the Colony, that the Iroquefo 
might not perceive the weaknefs of his Forces; and 
to favour the Stratagem, Mr. le Moine reprefented to 
the Grangula, that the Body of the Army was left 
behind ac Fort Frontenac, and that the Troops he 
faw in our Camp, were the General's Guards. But 
unhappily one of the lroquefe that had a fn1attering 
of the French Tongue, having firoul'd in the r ight
time towards our Tents, over·heard what we faid, 
and fo reveal'd the Secret. Two days afcer their 
arrival, the Grtmgula gave notice to Mr. de la Barre 
that he was ready for an Interview; and according~ 
ly an hour being appointed, the whole Company 
appear'd as the figure reprefents it. 

The Grangula fat on the Eaft fide, being plac'd 
at the head of his Men, with his Pipe in his 
Mouth , and the great Calumet of _Peace before 
him. He was very attentive to the following Ha
rangue, pronounc'd by our Interpreters ; which you 
cannot well underfiand, without a previous explica
tion of the Cplmnet; and the Coliers that it menti-
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The Calumet of Peace is made of certain Stone~, 

or of Marble, whether red, black, or white. The 
Pipe or Stalk is four or five foot long ; the body of 
the Calumet is eight Inches long, and the Mouth or 
Head in which the Tobacco is lodg'd, is three In
ches in length; its figure approaches to that of a 
Hamtner. The red Calumets are moft efieem'd. 
The Savages make ufe of 'em for Negotiations and 
State Affairs, and efpecially in Voyages; for when 
they have a Calumet in their hand, they go where 
they will in fafety. The Calumet is trimm'd with 
yellow, white, and green Feathers, and has the 
fame effect among the Savages, that the Flag of 
friendfhip has atnongft us ; for tO· violate the Rights 
of this venerable Pipe, is among them a flaming 
Crime, that will draw down mifchief upon their 
Nations. As for the Coliers, they are certain fwarhes 
of two or three Foot in length, and fix Inches in 
breadth ; being deck'd with little Beads n1ade of a 
certain fort of fhells that they find upon the Sea 
fhoar, between New.rork and Virginia. ThefeBeads 
are round, and as thick as a little Pea; but they 
are twice as long as a grain of Corn : Their colour 
is either blew or white; and they are bor'd thro' 
juft like Pearl, being run after the fame manner 
upon things that I ye fideways one to another. 
Witl~out the intervention of thefe Coliers, there's no 
bufinefs . ~o be negotiated with the Savages ; for be
ing altogether unacquaitlted with writing , they 
tnake ufe of them for Contracts and Obligations. 
Sometimes they keep for an Age the Colier.r that they 
have receiv'd frori1 their Neighbours; and in regard 
that every Colier has its peculiar Mark, they learn 
from the old Perfons, the Circumtlances of the time 
and ptace in which they were defiver'd • but after 
that age is over, they are made ufe of for new 
Treatie~. 

Mr. 
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Mr. d~ la Barre's Harangue, was to this purpo(e. 

'The King, my Mafier, being inform'd that the 
c five Ir01uefe Nations have for a long time made 
' infratlions upon the meafures of Peace, ord@r'd 
'me to come hither with a Guard, and to fend 
c AkoHe/Jan to the Canton of the Onnotaguu, in order 
' to an Interview with their principal Leaders, in 
' e Neighbourhood of my Camp. This great 
' Monarch means, that you and I fhould fmoak to
' gether in the great Calumet of Peace, with the 
'Provifo, that you ingage in the name of the 
'T{onnontouans, Goyoguans, Onnotagues, Onnoyoutes, and 
' Agnies, to make reparation to his Subjects, and to 
'be guilty of nothing for the future, that may oc •. 
'cafion a fatal rupture. 

' The Tfo,montauans, Goyogouans, Onnotagues, 01moy. 
c outes and Agnies, have firip'd, rob'd, and abus'd 
' all the Foreft-Rangers, that travel'd in the way 
' of Trade to the Country of the Illinefe, of the 
' Oumamis, and of feveraJ other Nations, who are 
' fJlY Mafter's Childreo. Now this ufage being in 
~ high violation of the Treaties of Peace concluded 
' with my Predeceffor , I a.m commanded to de
~ mand Reparation, and at the fame time to de
' dare, that in cafe of their refufal to comply with 
' my demands, or o' relapfing into the like Robbe· 
~ riesJ War is pofitively proclaim 'd. 

This Colier makes my 'JL'ortls gcod, 

. ~ The Warriours of thefe five N-ations have intro
~ duc'd the Englijh to the Lakes, belonging to the 
' King my Mafier, and into the Country of thofe 
f Nations to wh01n my Mafier is a Father: This 

. ~they have done with a defign to ruine the Com
f merce of his Subjects, and to oblige thefe·Nati .. 
~ ons to depart from their due Allegiance; not· 
! withfianding the Remonfiranccs of the late· Go-

D J 'vernor 
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~ vernor of New-York, who faw thro the danger that 
' both they and the Engli{h expos'd themfelves to. 
' At prefent I am willing to forget thofe Actions; 
' but if ever you be guilty o the like for the future, 
~ I have exprefs orders to declare War. 

ThiJ Colier warrants my Words. 

~The fame Warriours have made ieveral barba .. 
~ rous Incurfions p pon the Country of the IDinefe, 
'and the Ot~mami4. They have maffacred Men, 
' Vl omen, and Children ; they have too , bound, 
~and carried off an infinite number of the Natives 
~ of thofe Countries, who thought themfelves fe
~ cure in their Viliages in a time of Peace. Thefe 
' :People are my l\.1after's Children, and therefore 
' n1uft hereafrer -c~.afe to be your Slaves. I charge 
' you to refiore 'em to their LibertY.s and to fend 
f 'em home withoqt delay ; for if the five NatiOO$ 
' refufe to comply with this qetnand, I have exprefs 
'orders to declare W ~r. 

This Colier makes my woras good. 

f This is all I had to fay to the Grangttla, whom 
~ I defire to report to the five Nations, this De
f daration, that my Mafier commanded me to 
' make. l-Ie willies they had not oblig'd him to 

' fend a potent ·Army to the Fort of 
• The French ' 7c Ca~aracotty, in order to carry on a 
ctJIJ it Fort ' W h ·11 c h 
froi'ltenac. ar t at )Vl prove 1atal to t em : 

' And he wiH be very much troubled, 
' if it fq fal:s out, that this Fort which is a work 
' of Peace, mull: be· imploy'd for a Prifon to your 
~ Miiitia. Thefe mifchiefs ought to be prevented 
' by muc~al eqdeavours: The French who are the 
~ Brethre.p and friends of the five Nations will 
:never ~iftur? theif Repofe; provided they' make 

be fausfactto.p I J;lOW deoland, and prove religi
f o¥s obferv~rs o. ~h~~r ~r~atie.s. { wi~h my word~ . , , ' 

: wa.Y. 
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' may produce the defir'd effect ; for if they do nor 
'I am oblig'd to joyn the Governor of New-Tor~: 
~ who has orders from tbe King his Maft:er, to a( .. 
~ fift me to burn the five Villages, and cut you off. 

This Colier confirms my word. 

' While Mr. Je la Barre's Interpreter w:onounc'd 
thi» Harangue, the Grangula did nothing but look'd 
upon the end of his Pipe: After the Speech was 
finifh'd he rofe~ and having took five or fix turns 
in the Ring that the French and the Savages made, 
he return' d to his place , and fianding uprjght 
fpoke after the following manner to the General, 
who fat in his Chair of State. 

' Onnontio, I honour you~ and all "ThuTitle they 
' the Warriors that accompany n1e do glve to the Go
~ h r y 1 h d vernor·Gener11l 

t e tame: our nterpreter as m a e of Canada 
' an end of his Difcourfe , and now · 
' I come to begin mine. My Voice glides to your 
'Ear, pray lifien to my words. 

< Onnontio, in fetting out from 0!ebec, you mufr 
' needs have fancy'd that the fcorching Beams of 
' the Sun had burnt down the Forefis which render 
' our Country unacceffible to the French ; or elfe 
' that the Inundations of the Lake had furrounded 
' o r Cottages, and con fin' d us as Prifoners. This 
' certainly was your thought ; and it could be no
' thing elfe but the curioficy of feeing a burnt or 
'drown'd Country, that mov'd you to undertake a 
'Journey ftl.ther. But now you have an opporcu
' n·ty of being undeceiv'd, for I and my warlike 
' Retinue come to affure you, that the Tfonontouans1 

' Goyogouans, Onnontagues, Onnoyoutes and Agnies, are 
' not yet deftroy'd. I return you thanks in their 
' narpe, for bringing into their Country the Calu .. 
'm.e~ of Peace, that your Predeceifor receiv'd from 
~ ~heir hands. At th~ fame time 1 ~ongrarulate your 

P -4 ' {la p~inefs 
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~ Ha ppinefs, in having left under Ground 

"'Bttrying the ' j( che bloody Axe, that has been fo of-
Axe /ig

11

ifiu ' ten dy' d with the blood of the French. llGtJ~e. 

' 1 n1ufi tell you, Onnontio, I am not a
' fleep, my Eyes are open ; and the Sun that vouch .. 
' fafes the light, gives me a clear view of a great 
'C.tptain at the head of a Troop of Soldiers, who 
' fpeaks as if he were afleep. He pretends that he 

, 'do's not approach to this Lake with any other 
' view, than to fmoak with the Onnotagues in the 
'great Calumet ; but the Grangula knows better 
' things, he fees plainly that the Onnontio mean'd to 
'knock 'em on the Head, if the French Arms had 
'not been fo much weaken'd. 

'I perceive that the Onno11Jio raves in a Camp of 
' fick People, whofe lives the great Spirit has fav'd 
' by vifiting them with Infirmities. Do you hear, 
' ' Onno1(Jtio, our Women had took up their Clubbs ; 
'and the Children and the o]d Men, had vifited 
' your Camp with their Bows and Arrows, if our 
'Warlike Men had not fiop'd and difarm'd 'em, 
' when Akoueffon your Ambaifadour appear'd before 
'my Village. But I have done, I'll talk no more 
~of that. · 

'You muft know, Onnontio, we have robb'd no 
' Fre11ch-Men, but thofe who fupp!y'd the 11/inefe and 
' che Oumamis (our Enemies) with Fufees, with Pow
' der, and with Ball : Thefe indeed we took care 
' of, becaufe fuch Arms might have cofi us our life. 
'Our Conduct in that point is of a piece with th.ac 
'of the Jefuits, who fiave all the barrels of Brandy 
' that are brought to our Cantons, left the People 
' getting drunk fhould knock them in the Head. 
'Our Warriours have no Beavers to give in ex
~ change for all the Arms they take from the French; 
'and as. for the ol~ fuperannoate.d People, they dq 
.~not thiQ~of beanng Arms. · 

'{his 
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This Colier comprehenJs my worJ. 

' We have condud:ed the Englifb to • They pretend 
c our -JC Lakes in order to traffick with to the property 

h ' d h · ft of the Lakes. ' t e Outaouas, an t e Hurons ; JU as 
'the Algonkins conducted the French to our five Can
' tons, in order to carry on a Commerce that the Eng
' lifh lay claim to as their Right. We are born Free
' men, and have no dependance either upon the 
c Onnontio or the t Corlar. We have a 
' power to go where we pleafe, to con- t CorJar u the 

Title of the 
' dud who we will to the places we re- G9vernor of 
'fort to, and to buy and fell where New·York. 
' we think fit. If your Allies are your 
'Slaves or Children, you may e,en treat 'em as 
'fuch, and rob 'em of the liberty of entertaining 
~ any . other Nation but your own. 

This Colier contains my w~rJ. 

'We fell upon the IUinefe and the Oumamis, be ... 
'caufe they cut down the trees of Peace that ferv'd 
' for limits or boundaries to our Frontiers. They 
~ came to hunt Beavers upon our Lands ; and con
' trary to the cuftom of all the Savages, have car ... 

lJ Among the 
the Savngu, 
'tu a cnpital 
Crime to de• 
flroy aU the 
Beavers of a 
Setlement. 

'ried off whole Stocks, 11 both Male 
'and Female. They have ingag'd the 
~ Chaouanons in their intereft, and en
' tertain' d 'em in their Country. They 
c; fupply'd 'em with Fire-Arms, after 
' the concerting of ill defigns againfi us. 
' We have done lefs than the Eng ... 
f lifh and the French, who without any right, have 
' ufurp'd the Grounds they are now poifefs'd of; 
f and of which they have difiodg'd feveral Nations, 
' in order to make way for their bqilding of Cities, 
~ Villages, ap9 Forts. 
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Thr~· Colier contains my worJ. 

c I give you to know, Onnontio, that my Voice 
~is the Voice of the five Iroque{e Cantons. This is 
• their Anfwer, pray incline your Ear, and liften to 
.' what they reprefenc. 

'The Tfonontoua1u, Goyogouans, Onnontagues, Onnoy-
' outes, and Agnies declare, that 

• /11terri?zg the .A"e, 'they interr'd ""'the Axe at Cata
fignifies the makt"ngof ' rttcouy in the prefence of your 
a Peace; and the dig. c p d ' 1r • h 
ging of it up impo1'ts re eceuor, 10 t e very center 
"Declaration of War. ' of the Fort ; and planted the 

' Tree of Peace in the f1me place, 
'that it might be carefully preferv'd ; that 1Cwas 
'then ltipulaced, chat the Fore lhould be us'd as a 
' place of retreat for Merchants, and not a refuge 
' for Soldiers ; and chat inftead of Arms and Am. 
' munition, it Jhould be made a Receptacle of only 
' Bea ver·Skins,and Merchandize Goods. Be it known 
~ to you, Onnontio, that for the future you ought to 
~take care, that fo great a number of Martial-Men 
' as I now fee, being {hut up in fo fmaH a Fort, do 
' not fiifte and eh oak the Tree of Peace. Since it 
' took Root fo eafity, it IJ1Uft needs be of pernicious 
'confequence to ftop its growth, and hinder ic to 
' lhade both ~our Country and ours ·with its Leave~. 
'I do affure you, in the name of the five N~tions, 
~ that our W arriours {/laU dance the Calume: Dance 
' under its branches; that they /hall reft jn Tr~n· 

. . ' quility upon their t Matts, and 
t Thu .Phra(e fgr::· 'will never dig up the Axe to cut 
fier kecpmg the Pea, e. c d h T f p '!I 
. own t e ree o eace ; t1 
~ fuch time as the Onnontio and the Corlar, do ei
' ther joyntly or feparately offer to invade the 
' Country, th t the great Spirit h~s difpos'd of in 
.~ ~he fa vo~r of Qqr Anceftor~, · 
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Th1s Colier contains mJ. word; anJ fhe other compre .. 
henJs the power granted to me bz the five Na .. 
tions. 

Tben the Grangula ddrefs'd himfelf to Mr. l 
3-loin , and fpoke to this purpofe. 

' Akouf}fan, take lleart, you are a Man of Senfe ; · 
' fpt;ak and e~pla1n my meaning ; be fure you for- . 
c get nothin , but declare all that thy Brethren and 
' thy Friends reprefent to thy chief Onnontio, by the 
' voice of the Grangula, who pays you all Honour 
' and Refpecr, and invites you to accept of this Pre. 
~ fent of Beavers, and to aflift at his Feaft imme .. 
'diately. 

' This ether Prefent of Beavers is fent by the five 
' Nations to the Onnontio. 

As foon as the Grangula bad done, Mr. le Moin~ 
and the Jefuits that were prefent, explain'd his a~ 
fwer to Mr. de/11 Barre, who thereupon retir'd to his 
Tent and fiorm'd and blufter'd, till fome body 
can1e and reprefented to him, that) lroca Progenies 
nefcit habere modos, i. e. The Iroquefe are a/w(lys upon 
extreams. The Grangula danc' d afrer the lr~uefo 
manner, by WilY of prelude to his Entertainment; 
afcer whi~h he regal'd feveral of the French. Twq 
days after he and his Martial- ~etinue recurn'd to 
their own Country , and our Army fet out for 
Monreal. As foon as the General was on board, to
geth~r with the few healthy Men that retnain'd, 
the Canows w~re difpers'd, for the Militia ftragled 
here and ther~, apd every one made the beft of 
his way home~ Op.r three Cotpp9-nies jndeed 
kept together, becaufe all of us, both Officers and 
Soldiers, were carried in fLtt-bottotn'd Eoats, m~de 
9f Deal on purpofe for our ufe. ~ However, I could 
have wilh'd to have ru down the fall~ nd Cata-
'·. ' • ' • • • > ' • racts 
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racts in the fame Canow that brought m~ up, for 
every body thought we lhould have been caft a
way at thefe Paffes_, which are full of Eddy's and 
Rocks ; and 'twas never heard before, that fuch Pre
cipices were pafs'd with Deal Boats either upwards or 
downwards. But we were forc'd to run all hazards, 
and had certainly been fwallow'd up in thofe !\1oun
tains of Water, if we had not oblig' d feveral Ca
nows to !hoot the Cataracts at the head of our Boats, 
in order to fhew us the way ; at the fame time ve 
had prepar' d our Soldiers for rowing, and lliieving 
upon occafion. Do but confider, Sir, that t e Cur
rents run as faft as a Cannon Ball ; an that one 
fa.lfe firoak of the Oar, would have run us navoid
ably upon the Rocks; for we are oblig'd to fteer a 
Zig-zag courfe purfuant to the thread o .. t ,eSrream, 
which has fifcy windings. The Boats which are 
loaded are fometimes loft in thofe pace . ut after 
all, tho' the rifque we run be very great, yet by 
way of Compenfation, one has the fatisfacHon of 
running a great way in a little time; for we run 
from Galete to this Town in two day time, not· 
withfianding that we crofs'd the two fiagnating Lakes 
I took notice of before. 

As foon as we landed, we receiv,d advice that 
the Chevalier de Callieres was come to fupply the room 
of Mr. Perrot~ the Governor of this place. Mr. Per· 
rot has had fevera) fcuffies with Mr. de Frontenac, and 
Mr. de la Barre; of which you may expect a far
ther account, when I am better infortn'd. All the 
World blames our General for his bad Succefs: 
!)Tis talk'd publickly, that his only defign was to 
cover the fending of feveral Canows to traffick with 
the Savages in thofe Lakes for Beaver-Skins. The 
People here are very bufie in wafting over to Court 
a thoufand Calumnies againft him; both the Cler· 
gy and the Gentlemen of the long Robe, write to 
hjs dif~dvantage. Tho' a.fter all, the whole charge is 

· falfe i 
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falfe ; for the poor Man could do no more than he 
did. Juft now, I · was inform'd that Mr. Hainaut, 
Mr. Mo1ltortier, and Mr. Durivau, three Capt~ins of 
Ships, are arriv'd at ~ebec, with a defign to pafs 
the Winter there, and to affift him as Counfellors ; 
and that the laft of thefe three has brought with him 
an Independent Company, to be commanded by 
himfelf. 

I !hall have no opportunity of writing again be
fore the next Spring ; for the laft Ships that are 'to 
return for France this year, are now ready to faiJ. 

I am, SIR, Yours, &c. 

L E T T E R VIII. 

Dated at Monreal, June 28. 168;. 

Reprefenting, the Fortifications of Monreal, anJ 
the indifcreet Zeal of the Priefls, who are 
Lords of that Town .· With a Defcription of 
Chambli, and of the Commerce of the Savages 
upon the great Lakes. 

S I R, 

I Have jufi receiv'd yours, by a fmall Veffel of 
Bourtleaux loaded with Wine; which is the firft 

that came to f!f!ebec this Year. I am mightily pleas'd 
to hear that u e King has granted to Mr. de la Salle 
four Ships_ o go upon the Difcovery of the Mouth 
of the lv1iffijipi ; and cannot but admire your Curia
fit}', ~n defiring to know the Occurrences of this 
I>Iace, and how I fpent my time in the Winter • 

.l'v1r. de Callieres was no fooner pofi'efs'd of his Go
vern ment, than he order' cl all the Inhabitants of this 
Town, and of the adjacent Country, to cut down 
and b.dng in great Stakes, of fifceen .Foot in length, 

to 
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o fortifie the Town. During the Winter, thefeOr~ 

ders were purfued with fo much Application, that 
all things are now ready for making the Inclofure; 
in which five or fix hundred Men are to be imploy'd. 
I fpent part of the Winter in l-Iuntin with the Al. 
gonkins, in order to a more perfect knowledge of 
their Language ; and the reft I fPent in this Place, 
with a great deal of uneafinefs: for, here we can. 
not en ·oy our felves, either at Play, or in vifiting 
the Ladies, but 'tis prefently carried to the Cu. 
rate's ears, who takes pubii~k notice of it in the 
Pulpi~. His Zeal goes fo far, as even to name 
the Perfons : and fince he refufes the Sacrament of 
the Holy Supper to Ladies of Quality, upon the moft 
flender Pretences, you may eafily guefs st the other 
fieps of his Indifcretion. You cannot im.agine to 
what a pitch thefe .Ecclefiafiical Lords have fcrew'd 
their Authority : They excommunicate all the 
Masks, and wherever they fpy "em, they run after 
~em to uncover their Faces, and abufe 'em in a re. 
proachful manner: In fine, they have a more watch .. 
ful eye over the Conduct of the Girls and married 
Women, than their Fathers and Husbands have. 
They cry out againfl: thofe that do not receive the 
Sacrament once a Month ; and at Eafler they oblige 
all forts of Perfons to give in Bills to their Confe1fors. 
They prohibit and burn all the Books that treat of 
any other Subject but Devotion. When I think of 
this Tyranny, I cannot but be inrag'd at the irnper· 
tinent Zeal of the Curate of this City. This inhu· 
mane Fellow came one day to my Lodging, and 
finding the Romance of the Adventures of Petronim 
upon my Table, he fell upon it with an unimagina· 
b!e fury, and tore out almofi all the Leaves. This 
Book I valued more than my Life, becaufe 'twas not 
cafirated; and indeed I was fo provok'd when I faw 
ic all in wrack, that if my Landlord had not held 
1ne, I had gone · mmedia~ely to that t rbulent Pa· 

fior's 
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flor's -Ioufe, a would Have pluck'd out the Hairs 
of his Beard with .as little mercy as he did the Lea "Yes 
of my Book. Thefe Animals cannot content them
felves with the ftudying of Mens Atl:ions, but they 
mull like wife dive into their Thoughts. · By this 
Sketch, Sir, you may judge wh~t a pleafant Life we 
leao here. _ 

The ;oth of the laft Marcb the Ice melted; and 
the iver being then open, I was fent with a fmall 
Detadiment to Chambli : fbr commonly the Sun re
fumes its Vigour here much about that time. Cham-

l • bli fiands on the brink of a Bafin, about five or fix 
Leagues off this Place: That Bafin is two Leagues in 
Circumference, and receives the Lake of Champl~;irt 
by a Water-fall that is a League and a half in length; 
out of which there arifes a River that difembogues at 
Sorel into the River of St. Laurence, as I intimated a
bove in my fourth Letter. In former time; this 
Place had a great Trade in Beaver-skins, which is 
now decay'd: for the Soccoku, the Mahingans, and 
the Openangos, us'd formerly to refort thither in fhoals, 
to exchange their Futs for other Goods, but at pre
fent they are retir'd to the Englifh Colonies, to avoid 
the purfuic of the Iroque[e. The Champlain Lake, 
which lies above that Water-fall, is eighty Leagues in 
circumference. At the end of this Lake we met with 
another, call'd s. Sacrement, by which one tnay go 
very eafily to New-York)there being but a Land-carri
age of two Leagues from thence to the River Du Fer:y 
which falls into the Manathe. While I was at Cham
bli, I faw two Canows loaded with Beaver .. skins pafs 
privately by that way; and 7twas thought they were 
fent thither by Mr. de la Barre. This finuggling way 
of Trade is exprefly prohibited: for they are oblig'd 
to carry thefe Skins before the Office of the Compa
ny, where they are rated at an Hundred and 6o per 
Lent. lefs than the Englijh buy 'em at ia their Colo
nie£. Buc th~ little Fort that fiands at the bottom 

of 
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of the Water-fall, upon the brink of the Bafin cf 
Chambli, being only fingle Pallifadoes, it cannot bin. 
der People to pafs that way; efpecially confidering 
that the Profpec:t, of fo great a profit, renders the 
Paffengers the more daring. The Inhabitants of the 
adjacent Villages are very much expos'd to the Incur. 
fions of the Iroquefe in time of War. Notwithfiand· 
ing the weaknefs of the Fort, I continued in that 
place a Month and a half, and then I return' d hither, 
where Mr. de la Bar~ arriv'd fome days after; being 
accompany'd with Mr. Hennaut, Mr. Montortier, and 
Mr. du Rivau. Much about the fame day there ar
riv'd 25' or ;o Canows, belonging to the Coureursde 
Boi4, being homeward bound from the great Lakes, 
and laden with Beaver-skins. The Cargo of each 
Canow amounted to 40 Packs, each of which weighs 
so pound, and will fetch ro Crowns at the Farmers 
Office. Thefe Canows were follow'd by )o more 
of the OutaoutU and Hurons, who come down every 
Year to the Colony, in order to make a better Mar
ket than they can do in their own Country of Miffi· 
limakinac, which lies on the Banks of the Lake of 
Hurons, at the Mouth of the Lake of the Illinefe. 
Their way of Trading is as follows. 

Upon their firft Arrival, they inca1np at the di
fiance of five or fix hundred Paces from the Town. 
The next day is fpent in ranging their Canows, un· 
loading their Goods, and pitching their Tents, which 
are made of Birch Bark. The next day after, the} 
demand Audience of the Govern our General; which 
is granted 'em that fame day in a publick place. Up· 
on this Occafion, each Nation makes a Ring for it 
felf; the Savages fit upon the Ground with their Pipes 
in their Mouths, and the Governour is feated in an 
arm,d Chair; after which, there ftarts up an Orator 
or Speaker from one of thefe Nations, who makes 
an Harangue, importing_, ' That his Brethren are 
~ come to vi fit the Governour genera), and eo renew 
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i w~th hiin their wonted Friend/hip: That their chief 
'View is, to promote the lntereft of the French, fome 

't of whom being unacquainted with the way of 
t Traffick, and being too weak for. the tranfporting 
c of Goods from the Lakes, would be unable to deal 
c in Beaver.skins; if his Brethren did not come in 
c perfon to deal with 'em in their own Colonies: 
l That they know very well how acceptable their, 
t Arrival is to the Inhabicatus of Monrea! in regard of 
~the Advantage they reap by it: That in regard the 
~Beaver-skins are much valued in France, and the 
~ Frmch ... Goods given in exchange are of an inconfi
' derable Value, they mean to give the French fuffici .. 
' ent proof of their readinefs to furnifh 'em w · th 
t what they defire fo earnefily: That by way of pre .. 
' paration for another Years Cargo, they are come 
'to tzke in Exchange, Fufees, Powder, and Ball; 
~in order to hunt great numbers of Beavers, or to' 
~ gall the Iroquefe, in cafe they offer to difturb he 
t French Settlements: And, in fine, That in con fir .. 
' mation of their Words, they throw a Purcelain 
'Colier with fon1e Beaver-skins to the Kitcbi.Okim~&' 
t ( fo they call the Governour-General) whofe Pro:.. 
'ceclion they lay claim to in cafe of any Robbery o'f 
'Abufe committed upon 'em in the Town:. . . 

The Spokefman having made an end of his' 
Speech, returns to his Place, and takes up his' Pipe·; . 
and then the Interpreter explains the Subftatrce o 
the Harangue to the Governour,. who com '1only 
gives a very civil Anfwer, efpecially if the Prefentf 
be valuable:· in confideration of v!hich) he like · ife' · 
makes th~m a Prefent of fome trifling things~ Tfii~' 
done, the Savages rife up·, and return to· their I-lut~s· 
to make fuitaple Preparations· for the enfu1ng Tnickt 

The next day the Savages make their SLaves tarry 
the Skin!i to th~ Houfes· . ilie M·erchants·, who' bar ... 
gain with 'em for fuch Cloafhs~ ~s th'~y want., 411 the' 
Inhabitants o Monret~l are allow' d· te~ "ra . ck· whi\ 
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'"em in any Commoc:lity but Wine and Brandy; thef~ 
two being excepted upon the account that when 
the Savages have got what they wanted, an~ have a• 
ny Skins left, they drink to excefs, and then kill 
their Slaves; for when they are in drink, they quaq. 
rei and fight ; and if they were not held by thofe 
who are fober, wou'd certainly make Havock one 
of another. However, you muft obferve, that none 
of 'em will touch either Gold or Silver. 'Tis a eo~ 

ical fight, to fee 'em running from Shop to Shop, 
1tark naked, with their Bow and Arrow. The ni .. 
cer fort of Women are wont to hold their Fans be .. 
fore their eyes, to prevent their being frighted with 
the view of their ugly Parts. But thefe merry Corn .. 
panions, who know the brisk She-Merchants as well 
as we, are not wanting in making an Offer, which 
is fometitnes accepted of, when the Prefent is of 
good Mettle. If we may credit rhe con1mon Report, 
there are more than one or two of the Ladies of this 
Country, whofe Confiancy and Venue has held o~c 
againft the Attacks of feveral Officers, and at the 
fame time vouchfaf'd a free accefs to thefe nafty 
Lechers. 'Tis prefum'd their Con1pliance ~as the 
Effect of Curiofity, rather than of any nice Relifh; 
for, in a. \\'ord, the Savages are neither brisk, nor 
confiant. But whatever is in the matter, the Wo .. 
n1en arc the more excufable upon this I-Iead, that 
fuch Opportunities are very unfrequent. 

As foon as the Savages have made an end of their 
Truck, they take leave of the Governour, and fore· 
turn home by the River of Outaoua1. To conclude, 
•hey did a great deal of good both to the Poor and 
Rich; for you will readily apprehend, that every 
body turns ~1erchant upon fucb. occafions. 

Iam, SIR-, Yours, &c., 

LETTER 
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LETTER lX. 

Dated at Boucherville' Octo b. 2. I 68 )· 

Being an Account of the Commerce and Trade of 
Monreal: Of tbe Arrival of tbe Marquis of 
Denonville wit/; fome 1~roopf_ ; and of the recal
ling, of Mr. de la Barre. V/itb a curioas De-

fcription of certai11 Licenfes for Tracling in Bea· 
ver skins in the remote Countri~s. 

SIR, 

Receiv'd your fecond Letter three Weeks ago, but 
could not {end a fpeedier Anf wer, by rea fan that 

none of our Ships have yet fet Sail for France. Since 
you want to know the nature of the Trade of Mon
real, be pleas'd to take the following Account. 

Altnofi all the Merchants of that City aci: only on 
the behalf of the f!!:!ebec Merchants, whofe Factors 
they are. The Barques which carry thither dry 
Commodities, as weli as Wine and Brandy, arc but 
few in number; but then they make feveral Voyages · 
in one Year from the one City to the other. The 
Inhabitants of the Ifland of Mtmreal, and the adja
cent Cantons, repair twice a Year to the City of 
Monreal, where they buy Commodities fifty per Cent. 
dearer than at [Luebec. The Savages of the neigh
bouring Countries, whether fetded or errati.ck, car
ry thither the Skins of Beavers, Elks, Caribou.s, Fo .. 
xes, and wild Cats; all which, they truck for futees, 
Powder, Lead, and other Neceffaries. There every 
one is allow'd to trade; and indeed 'tis the beft place 
for the getting of a:n Eftate in a ihoft time. All the 
Merchants have fuch a perfect good underftanding 
on with ano -h~r.; rha they all fell at the fame price. 
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:But when the Inhabitants of the Country find thdr 
Prices exorbitant, they raife their Commodities in 
proportion. The Gentlemen that have a Charge of 
Children, efpecially Daughters, are oblig'd to be 
good Husbands, in order to bear the Ex pence of the 
n1agnificent Cloaths with which they are fet off; 
for Prid\!, Vanity, and Luxury, reign as much in 
N ew France as in Old France. In my opinion, 'twould 
do well, if the King would order Comtnodities to 
be rated at a reafonable Price, and prohibit the fel. 
ling of Go id or Silver Brocadoes, Fringes, and Rib· 
band~, as well as Points and rich Laces. 

The 1vlarquis of DenonvJlle is come to fucceed 
Mr. de la Barre in the quality of Governour-General; 
for the King has recall'd Mr. de la Barre, upon the 
Accufations laid againll him by his Enen1ies. To be 
fure, you who are in France know better than I, that 
Mr. de Denonville was Maitre de Camp to the Queen's 
Regiment of Dragoons, which Place he fold to 
.i. ,fr. ll..furcey when the King beftow'd this Govern
n1ent upon him ; and, that he brought with him 
iome Companies of Marines, befides his Lady and 
his Children : for it feems the danger and inconve
niencies chat attend fuch a long and rroublefome 
Voyage, made no Impreffion upon her. This Go· 
vernour fiay 'd at firft fotne Weeks at (0ebec, after 
which he came to lt.fonreal, with ;oo or 6oo Men 
of Regular 'froops, and fenc back the Captains Hai· 
11aut, /vlontortt' r, and tlu Rivo, wich feveral other Of· 
ficers. His Arn1y is now in Winter Quarters all 
round lvlmJreal. ~~1y Quarters are at a Place call'd 
Bouch.;•tviUe, which lies at the diftance of three Leagues 
tl·om Monreal. I have been here fifceen Days, and 

. in all appearance fhall live more happily than in the 
Town, abating for the Solitude; for at Ieafi I !hall 
have no other oppofition to encounter in the cafe of 
Balls, G;tming, or Feafting, but the zealous Freak~ 
of a filly Prielt. I an1 inform'dJ th~t the Governour 

has 
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hc1s given Orders to compleat the Fortifications of 
Monreal, and is now ready to embarque for f!.!!ebec, 
where our Governours commonly pafs the Winter. 
The Savages I fpoke of in my laft, met the Iroqr~efe 
upon the great River of the Outaoua~, who inform'd 
'em that the Engli.fh were making Preparations to 
t anfport to their Villages in Mij]ilim4kinac, better 
and cheaper Commodities than thofe they had from 
the Frmcb. This piece of News did equally alarm 
the Gentlemen, the Pedlers call'd Coureurs de Boi;r, 
and the Merchants; who, at that rate, would be 
confider able Lofers: for you muft know, that Cana
da fubfifls only upon the Trade of Skins or Furrs~ 
three f;Jurths of which come from the People that 
Jive round the great Lakes: So that if the 'Englifl1 
Jhould put fuch a Defign in execution, the whole 
Country would fuffer by it ; efpecially confidering, 
that 'twould fink certain Licenfes: an Account of 
which will be proper in this place. 

Thefe Licenfes are grante'd in Writing by the Go. 
vernours General, to poor Gentlemen and old Offi ... 
cers who have a Charge of Children. They are dif
p.os'd of by the King's Orders; and the Defign of 
.)em is, to enable fuch Perfons to fend Commodities 
~o thefe Lakes. The Number of the Perfons thus 
· mpower' d, ought not to exceed twenty five in one 
Year: but God knows how many more have private 
Licenfes. All other Perfons, of what Quality or 
Condition foever, are prohibited ~o go or fend to 
thefe Lakes, wjthout fuch Licenfes, Qnder the pain 
of Death. Each Lice~fe excend~ to the lading of 
two great Canows; and whoever procures ;l whol~ 
or a half Licenfe for hitnfelf, may either tnake ufe 
pf it himfelf, or fell it to the higheft Bidder. Com
Ptonly they ar~ qought at fix hundred Crpwns a-

, piece. Thofe who purch~fe 'em are at no trouble 
tn finding Pedlars or Forefi.Rangers to undertake 
th~ long V qy~ge~, whi~h fetch the m oft ~onfiderablc; 
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Gains, ·and commonly extend to a Year; and fomc~ 
times more. 1."'he Merchants put into the tWo Ca
nows ftipulated ~n the Licenfe, fix Men with a thou
fand Crowns-worth o Goods, which are rated to 
the ·Pedlars at fifceen per Cmt . more than what they 
are fo~d for in re4dv Money in the Colony. When 
jhe Voyage is perfornl' d, this Sum of a thoufand 
Crown~ comn1only brings in feven hundred per Cent. 
clear profit, and {( metimes more, fometimes lefs; 
for thefe Sparks call'd Coureurs de Bor4 bite the Sava
ges moft dexterou!Jy, and the lading of two Ca
po.ws, comptlted at a rhouf'1-nd Crowns, is a Pur
chafe for as many Beaver-skins as will load four Ca
now~: Now, four Ca~ows vyill carry a hundred and 
~xty Packs ,of Sk ins, that is:> forcy a- piece; and 
reckoning each Pads to be worth fifty Crowns, the 
value .of the whol-e amounts eo eight thoufcmd 
~rowns. As to the Repartirion of this extravagant 
Profit, 'tis n1ade after the following manner: In the 
firfi place, the ~erchant takes out of the whole bulk 
fix hundred Crowns for the Purchafe of his Licenfe; 
ihen a thoufand Crowns for the prime Cofi of the 
e~ported Commodities. After this, there remains 
64oo Crowns of Surplufage, out of whi~h the Mer
chant takes forty per Cent. for Bottomree, which a
mounts to 2 ;6o Crowns; and the Remainder is di
yided equally :unong the fix Coureurs cle Bot4, who get 
~ittle more~ than 6oo Crowns a-piece: and indeed I 
muff fay 'ds fa~dy ea~n'd; for their Fatigue is in
conceivable. In the rnean time, you muft remark, 
that over and above the foregoing profit, the Mer
~hant ge~s 2. 5' per ·ce·nt. upon his :f3eaver-skins by car
rying ~hem to the Office of the Farmers General, 
where the Price of four 1ort~ of. Beaver-skins is ftx'd. 
~f the Merch~nt fells thefe' ~kins t9 any private Man 
lP the Country for ready Money, he is paid_ in che 
~urre~t Money of the Country, which is of lefs va
lue than the Dills 9f Exchange that the Diredor of 
·' · · ·. · ·' · · · '· .: that 
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that Office draws upon Rochel or Pari4; for there . 
they are paid in French Livres, which are twenty 
So!J, whereas a Canada Livre is but fifteen Sols. This 
Advantage of 2) per Cent. is call'd le Benefice; but 
take notice, that 'tis only to be had upon Beaver-

, skins: for, if you pay to a f!3ebec Merchant 4oo Ca
nada Livres in Silver, and take from him a Bill of 
Exchange upon his Correfpondent in France, his 
Correfpondent will pay no more than 3oo Frenc 
Livres, which is a jufi: Equivalent. 

This is the lafi: Intelligence I fhall give you for 
this Year, which has already brought in a very cold 
Autumn. The Q3ebec Ships mufi: fet Sail in the mid
dle of November, purfuanc to the wonted C!Jftom. 
I am, 

S I R, 

2orws, &c. 

LETTER X. 

Dated at Boucher'r..!ille July 8. I 686. 

Relating the Arrival of Mr. de Champigni, in 
tbe roam of Mr. de Meules, wbo is rcca!J'd to 
France ; the arrival of the Troops t}Jat came 
qlvng witiJ bim, tbe curiojity of the Rackets, 
and the way of hunting Elks ; witb t1 pefcrip .. 
t ian of t!Jat Animal. · 

~ I R, 
Ho~.gh I have not he~rd from you this year., 

_ yet I will not flight this opportunity of wri-
ting to you. Some Ships from France are arriv'd a. 

uebec, 4n~ hay~ bro~ght over !\1r. (le Champigni No~ 
. ~ 4 ~u~ 
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roua, with fome Companies of Marines. He cornes 
to fupply rhe place of ~r. de Meules! whom the 
King recalls upon the unJuft compl~.Jnts that arc 
made of him. He is charg'd with preferring his 
private lnterefi to the publick Good; b~t the charge 
is f~lfe, and he will eafily clear himfelf. I am apt 
to believe he may have carryJd on fome under .. 
band Commerce, but in fo doing he injur'd no bo. 
dy; nay, on the contrary he has procur'd Bread 
for a thoufand poor Creatures, that without his M. 
fiftance would have ftarv'd for Hunger. This new 
Intendant is defcended of one of the 1noft llluftri .. 
ous Families of the Robe in France. fie is faid to 
J_)e 4 rfan of Honour, and Fame en~itles his Lady to 
a diftinguifl1ing Merit : I underfiand, he and M~. 
D.e<Jonville are bound fpecd 'ly for ~.idonreal, where they 
inean eo take a review of the Inh~bitants of thjs 
lfland, and of the Neighbouring Cantons. Proba
~Iy, they rake fuch precautions in order to fome 
~1eyv eifort againft the lroquefe. Lafl: Winter we had 
no new Occurrences in the Colony. I fpent the 
~~ole Winter at the hunting of Orignals or Elks a
'ong w~th the Savages, who£~ Language I am tear
ping, as I have intimated to you fever a I ti'mes. 

'I'he hunting of Elks is perform' cl upon the Snow, 
wich fuch ~ac~etJ as you fee defign~d in the aunex'd 
~ut~. Tqefe E.ac~etJ ~re two Foot and a half long, 
and fourteen Inches broad; the~r ledges are mad~ 
pf ~ yery har~ \Vood, abopt an Inch thick, that 
faftens the Net juft li~e a T'ennis Racket, from 
~hich they< differ' only in this i that thofe 'for the 
ffennis are ~a de of Gut-firings, whereas the' others 
{are made 9f lit~Ie ~ho~gs of the skins of Hares or 
~lk~. In the Cut, you may perceive two llttle fpars 
pf \}food, whi~p run a-crofs to render cbe Net fir~ 
Jller ?nq fiiff~r. The hqle that i}ppears by the two 
~~tchecs, . s the plaq~ in which ~hey put the Toei 
~p~ f?~~-f~r~ ?f ~h~ Fpot ~ f?. ~h~~ 'ds ~ied ~aft by 
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to Nortf,. America~ '7 ~he two Latchets, which run twice round about the 
Heel, and every ftep they make upon the Snow, 
the fore-part of the Foot finks into that hole, as of
ten as rhey raife their Heel. By the help of this 
Contrivance they walk fafter upon the Snctw, than 

·one can do with Shoes upon a beaten path : And 
indeed 'tis fo neceifary for them, that 'twould be 
otherwife impoffible not only to hunt and range 
the Woods, but even to go to Church, notwith
ftanding they are fo near; for commonly the Snow 
is three or four Foot deep in that Country during 
the Winter. Being oblig'd to march thirty or forty 
Leagues in the Woods in purfuic of the above
mention' cl Animals, I found that the fatigue of the 
Journey equal' cl the pleafure of it. 

The Orignal is a fort of Ell\, not much different 
from that we find in Mufoovy. ~Tis as big as an 
Auvergne Moyle, and much of the fame lhape, aba
ting for its Muzzle, its Tail, and its great flat Horns, 
which weigh fometimes 3 oo, and fometimes 4oo 
weight, if we may credit thofe who pretend to have 
weigh'd 'em. This Animal ufually reforts to 
planted Countries. Its Hair is long and brown ; 
and the Skin is frrong and hard, but not thick. The 
Flefh of the Orignal, efpecially that of the Female 
fort, eats delicioufly ; and 'cis faid, that the far 
hind Foot of the Female kind, is a Cure for the 
Falling-Sicknefs; it ne"ther runs nor skips, but its 
t:rot will almoft keep up with the running of a Hart. 
The Savages aifure us, that in Summer 'cwill trot 
three Days and three Nights without intermiffion. 
This fort of Animals comn1only gather into a body 
towards the latter end of Autumn; and the l-Ierds are 
largeft in the beginning of the Spring, at which time 
the fhe ones are· n r~ttipg; but after their heat is over, 
they all difpe~ e themfelves. We hunted 'em in 
the following manner : Firfi of all, we went 4o 
Leagues to the N orch ward of the River of St. Lau~ 
~ 1,1 J4 .,., .. \ ;. •• .. ,. • • • ~ • 
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rence, where we found a little Lake of three or four 
Leagues in Circumference, and upon the banks of 
that Lake, we made Hutts for our felves of the barks 
of Tre~~s,having firft clear' d the Ground of the Snow 
that cover'd it. In our Journey thither, we kill'd 
as many l-Iares and Wood-hens, as we could eat. 
When we had fitted up our Hutts, the Savages went 
out upon rhe difcovery of the Elks, fome to the 
Northward, and fome to the South, to the diftance 
of two or three Leagues from the Hutts. As foon 
~s they difcover'd any frefh foot-fieps, they de. 
tach'd one of their number to give us notice, to the 

.end, that the whole Company might have the plea. 
fure of feeing the chace. We rrac'd thefe foot
fteps fometimes for one, and fometimes for two 
Leagues, and then fell in with five, ten, fifteen or 
twenty Elks in a body ; which prefently betook 
themfdves to flight, whether a part or in a Body, 
and funk into the Snow up to their Bfeafi. Where 
the Snow WJS lurd and condenfated, or where the 
frofi following wet Weather had glaz'd it above, 
we came up with 'ern after the chace of a quarter 
of a League : But when the Snow was fofc or jufi 
fallen, we were forc'd to purfue 'em three or four 
Leagues before we could catch 'em, unlefs the Dogs 
happcn~d to flop 'em where the Snow was very deep. 
\Vhen we came up with them, the Savages fired 
upon 'em with Fufees. If the Elks be much inrag'd 
they'll fon1etin1es turn ppon the Savages, who co
ver themfel ves with Boughs in order to keep off their 
Feet, with which they would CI ufh 'em to pieces. 
As foon as they are kill'd, the Savages tnake new 
.Hutts upon the fpot, with great Fires in the mid· 
(lie ; while the ~laves are imploy'd in fteaing 'em, 
and ftretching out the Skins in the open Air. One 
of the Soldiers that accompany'd me, .. old me on~ 
Day, that to withfiand the violence of the Cold, 
o~e ought to ~~ve ~is f3I9od compos'd of Brandy, 

' . . hi~ 
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to North· merica~ 
bis Body of Brafs, and his Eyes of Glafs: And I 
mufi: fay, he had fome ground for what he fpoke,' 
for we were forc'd to keep a Fire all round us, all 
the Night long. . As long as the Flefh of tbefe Ani
mals lafts, the Savages feldom think of ftirring ; 
but when 'ds all confum'd, they then look out for 
a new Difcovery. Thus they continue to hunt, 
till the Snow and tbe Ice are melted. As foon as the 
great thaw comtnences, ,tis impoffible for 'en1 eo 
travel fa ; fo that they content themfelves with the 
killing of Hares and Partridges, which are very 
numerous in the Woods. When the Rivers are 
dear of the Ice, they make Canows of the Elk-skins, 
which they fow together very eafily, covering the 
Seams with a fat fort of Earth inftead of pitch. 
This wot k is over in four or five days time, after 
which they return home in the Canows with all 
their Baggage. 

This, Sir, was our Di verfion for three Months in 
the Woods. We too~ fifty fix Elks, and might have 
kill'd twice as many, if we had hunted for che be
nefit of the Skins. In the Summer feafon, the Sa
vages have two ways of killing 'em, both of which 
are equally troublefon1. One confifis in hanging a 
Rope-gin between two Trees, upon a Pafs furroun
ded with Thorns; the other is compafs'd by craul
ing like Snakes among the Trees and Thickets, and 
approaching to 'em upon the Leeward fide, fo that 
they may be fhot with a Fufee. I-Iarrs and Cari
bous arc kill'd both in Summer and Winter, after 
the fame manner with the Elks ; excepting c. at the 
Caribon's, which are a kind of wild Aifes, m ke an 
eafie efc?pe when the Snow is hard, by vertue of 
their broad Feet; whereas the Elk finks as faft as 
he rifes. In fine., I am fo well pleas'd wich the 
hunting of this Cquntry, that I have refolv'd to itn
ploy all my leifure time upon that Exercife. The 

avages have prornifedJ that in three Months time 
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1 fuall fee other forts of chafes, which will prove 
lefs fatiguing, and more agreeq.ble. I a1n, 

S I R, 

rours, &c. 

LETTER XI. 

Dated at BoucherviUe May 28. 1687. 

lleing a curious Defcription of the Hpnting of di· 
vers Animals. 

S I 1?., 

Y 0 U complain that the I aft year you receiv)d 
but one of my Letters, dated July 8. and 

wich the fame breath affure me, that you wri two to 
me, neither of which is come to hand. receiv'd 
a Letter frotn you this Day, which is fo muc~ r!:e 
more acceptable. that I thought you had been dead, 
CJ.nd chat I find you continue eo give proof of your 
remetnbrance of me. I find by your Letter, that 
you ha\'e an agreeable reliih for the curious Elk· 
Hunting in this Country, and that a further ac. 
count of our other hunting Adventures, would meet 
with a welcome Reception. This Curiofity, indeed, 
is worthy of fo great a Hunts-Man as your felf; 
but at prefent I muft beg your excufe as to the Bea· 
ver-l~unting, for I know nothing of it yet but by 
hear-fay! 

In the beginning of September, I fet out in a Ca· 
.now uppn feveral Rivers, Marfhes, and Pools, that 
difembogue in the Cham plain Lake, being accom
pany' cl with thirty or forty of the Savages that are 
very expert ~n ~hoqtipg ~qq ~qn;ipg, ~nd perfe&ly 

· · ~ · · · well 
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Well acquainted with the proper places for find.ing 
Water .. foul, Deer, and other fallow Beaft:s. The 
firft Poft we took up was upon the fide of a Marlh or 
Fen of four or five Leagues in Circuti1ference; and 
after we had fitted up our Hutts, the Savages made 
Hutts upon the Water in feveral places. Thef'e Wa
ter-Hutts are made of the branches and leaves of 
Trees, and contain three or four Men : For a Decoy 
they have the skins of Geefe, BufiardsJ and Ducks, 
llry'd and ftuff'd with Hay, the two feet being made 
faft with two Nails to a fmall piece of a light plank, 
which floats round the H utt. This place being fre
quented by wonderful nun1bers of Geefe, Ducks, 
Buftards, Teals, and an infinity of other Fowl un
known to the Europeans; when thefe Fowls fee the 
ftuff'd Skins fwimming with the Heads erected, as if 
they were alive, they repair to the fame place, and 
fo give the Savages an opportunity of !hooting 'em, 
either flying, or upon the Water ; after which the 
Savages get into their Canows and gather 'em up. 
They have likewife a way of catching 'em with 
Nets, firetch'd upon the furface of the Water at the 
Entries of the Rivers. In a word, we eat nothing 
but Water-fowl for fifteen Days; afcer which we 
refolv'd to declare War againft the Turtle-Doves, 
which are fo numerous in Canada, that the BHhop 
has been forc'd to excommunicate 'em oftner than 
once, upon the account of the Damage they do 
to the Product: of the Earth. With that view, we 
imbarqued and made towards a Meadow, in the 
Neignbourhood of which. the Trees were cover'd 
with that fort of Fowl, more than with Leaves: For 
juft then 'twas the fcafqn in which they retire from 
the North Countries, and repair to the Southern 
Climates; and one would have thought, that all 
the Turtle-Doves upon Earth had chofe to pafs thro, 
this place. For the eighteen or twenty days that 
we ftay'd there, I firmly believe that a thoufand 
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Men might have fed upon 'em heartily, without 
putting chemfelves to any trouble. You mull know, 
that through the middle of this Meadow there runs 
a Brook, upon which I and cwo young Savagesfhot 
feveral Snipes, Rayles, and a cer ain fort of Fowl 
call' d Bateurs de faux, which is as big as a Quail, and 
eats very delicioufly. 

In the fame place we kill'd fome Mutl<>.-Rats, or 
a fort of Animals which rcfemble a Rat in their 

· lhape, and are as big as a Rabbet. The Skins of 
thefe Rats are very much valued, as differing but 
little from thofe of Beavers. Their Tefiides fmell 
fo firong of Musk, that no Civet or Anti lope that 
Ajia affords, can boafi of fuch a firong and fweec 
fmell. Wefpy'd 'em in the Mornings and Evenings, 
at which time they ufually appear upon the Water 
with their Nofe to the Windward, and betray them· 
felves to the Huntfmen, by the curling of the Wa
ter. The Fouterae1x, which are an amphibious fort of 
little Pole-Cats, are catch'd after the fame manner. 
1 was likewife entertain' cl upon this occafion, with 
the killing of certain little Be.affs, caH'd Siffleurs, or 
\Vhiftlers, with allufion to their wonted way of 
whifHing or whizzing at the Mouth of their Holes 
in fair Weather. They are as big as Hares, but 
fomewhat fhorcer, their Flefh is good for nothing, 
buc their Skins are recommended by their rarity. 
The Savages gave me an opportunity of hearing 
one of thefe Creatures whifile for an hour together, 
after which they Thot it. To gratifie the curiofity 
I had to fee fuch diverfity of Animals, they made 
a diligent fearch for the I-Ioles or Dens of the car .. 
caicux, and having found fome at the difiance of 
two or three Leagues from the Pen upon which we 
were pofied, they conducted me to the place. At 
the break of day we planted our felves round the 
IIoles, with our Bellies upon the Ground ; and lefc 
fome Slaves to hold the Dogs a Musket-1hot behind 
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us. As foon as thefe Animals perceiv'd Day-light, 
they came out of their Holes, which were immedi
ately fiop'd up by the Savages, and upon that the 
Dogs fetch'd 'em up With eafe. \Ve faw but two 
of 'em, which made a vigorous defence againlt the 
Dogs, but were firangled after a difpute of half an 
hour. Thefe Animals are not unlike a Badger, on
ly they are bigger, and more n1ifchievous. Tho' 
our Dogs fhew'd a great deal of Courage in attack- . 
ing the Carcaiottx;, they betray'd their Cowardice the 
next day in a rencounter with a Porcupine, which 
we fpy'd upon a little Tree. To obtain the pleafure 
of feeing the Porcupine fall, we cut down the Tree; 
but neither the Dogs !JOr we durft go near ic: The 
Dogs only baded and jump'd round it; for it dart
ed its long and hard hair like fo many Bodkins, 
three or four paces off. At laft we pelted it to 
death, and put it upon the fire to burn off ics Darts; 
after which we fcald"'d it like a Pig, took out the 
lntrails, and roafted it: But tho' 'twas very far_, I 
could not relifh it fo well as to comply with the 
affertion of the Natives, who alledge, that it eats 
as well as a Capon or a Partridge. 

After the Turtle-Doves had all pafs'd over the 
place, in queft of their Southern retreats, the Sa~ 
\;age5 o1Ter'd to fend feme of their number with 
Canows to conduct me home, before the Rivers 
and Lakes were frozen over; for themfelvcs were 
to tat y out for the Elk-hunting ; and tbey irnagin'd 
that the Cold and Hardlhip attending that Exercife, 
had made me fick of it the year before. I-Iowe, 
ver, we had then a Month good hefore the com
mencement of the Frofr, <tnd in that intenral of 
time, they proffer'd to entertain me with more 
diverting Game than any I had feen before. They 
propos'd to go fifteen or· fixteen Leagr s fu:-ther up 
the Country, affuring me, that they knew of a cer
tain place that had the n1ofi advantageous fituati. 

on 
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on in the \Votld, both for Pieafure and Profit, ana 
th~t afforded great plenty of Otters, of the Skins of 
which they mean'd to make a great Cargoe. Aca 
cordingly we pull'd down our Hutts, and having 
imbarqu'd in our Canows, fail'd up the River, till 
we came to a little Lake of two Leagues in Circum. 
ference, at the end of which we faw another great.: 
er Lake, divided from this by an Ifthmus of I)o 
Paces in length. We pitch'd our Hutts at the di. 
fiance of a League from that lfihmus ; and fome 
of the Sav.1ges fifh' d for Trouts, while the reft: were 
imploy'd in laying Traps for the Otters upon the 
brinks of the Lake. Thefe Traps are made of five 
Stakes plac'd in the form of an oblong Quadrangle, 
fo as to make a little Chamber, the Door of which 
is kept up, and fupported by a Stake. To the mid· 
dle of this Stake they eye a firing which paffes. thro' 
a little fork, and has a Trout well fafien'd to the 
end of it. Now, when the Otter cGmes on fhoar; 
and fees this bait, he puts above half his Body in
to that fatal Cage, in order to f wallow the Filh 1 
but he no fooner touches, than the firing to which 
;)cis made faft pulls away the Stake that fupports the 
Door, upon which an heavy and loaded Door falls 
upon his Reins and quafhes him. During our PH· 
grimage in that part of the Country, the Savages 
took above two hundred and fifty Canada Otters t 
the Skins of which are infinitely pritcier than thofe 
of J1ufcovy or Sweden. The beft of 'em which are 
not worth two Crowns· in this place, are fold irr 
France for four or five, a·nd fometimes for ten, if 
they are black and very rough. As foon as the Sa· 
vages had fet their Traps, they gave orders to their 
Sbves to go round the Lake every Morning, in or• 
cler to take out the amphibious Anima·ls. After 
that they conducted me to the above-mention'd Ifih· 
n1us, where I was furpriz'd to fee a fort of a Park 
or Fence made of Tr~es,. fell'd one upon another,. 
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~nd interlac'd with Thorns and Branches; with ~ 

! quadrangular inclofure of Stakes at the end of it; 
the entry of which was very narrow. They gave 
tne to know, that they u{ed to hunt fiarts in that 
place, and promis'd to divert me with the thew, as 
foon as the Inclofures were a little n1ended In ef
fect, they carry'd me two or three Leagues off, up
on fuch Roads as had nothing on either 1ide but 
Fens and Marfhes; and after they bad difpers'd them
felves, fome on one hand and fome on the other, 
with a Dog for every Man ; I fa w a great many 
l --Iarts running to and again, in queft of places of 
Safety. The Savage that I kept company with, 
affur'd me, that he and I had no occafion to walk 
very faft, becaufe he had took the firaightell and r 

the neareft Road. Before us we faw above ten 
Harts, which were forc'd to ttun back, rather than 
throw themfelves into the Madh, of which they 
could never get clear. At !aft, afcer walking a 
great pace, and running now and then, we arriv'd 
at the Park, and found the Savages lying flat upon 
the Ground all round it, in order to lliut up the 
the entry of the Rake Inclofure as foon as the Harts 
enter' d. We found thirty five llarts in the place, 
and, if the Park had been better fenc'd, we might 
have had above fixty; for the nimbJeft and lighteff 
«;>f 'em, skip'd over before they came to enter the 
Inclofure. We kill'd a great many of 'em, but 
fpar'd the Dams, becaufe they were great with young. 
I ask'd of the Savages the "fongues and the M,urow 
of the Harts, which they gave· me very readily: 
The Flelh was very fat, but not delicious, except
ing fome few bits about the Ribs. But after all, 
this was not our only Game; for two days afcer 
we went a Bear-hunting, and the Savages who fpend 
three parts of four of their life in Hunting in the· 
Woods, are very dexterous at that Exercife, efp'eci.; 
lly in fingling out th Trtinks f -he Trees upotl 
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which the Bears Neftle. I could not but admire 
their knew ledge in that Point, when, as we were 
walking up and down in a Forefi, at the difiance 
of an hundred Paces one from another, I heard one 
Savage call to another, Here's a Bear. I askt 'em how 
he knew thttt there was a Bear upon the Tree which 
he knock'd with his Axe; and they all reply'd, that 
'twas as eafi!y diftinguifh'd as the print of an Elks 
foot in the Snow. For five or fix tin1es they never 
rnifs'd ; for after they had knock'd two or three 
times upon the Trunk of the Tree, the Bear came 
out of its hole, and was prefently lhot. The Cana
ela Bears are extream black, but not mifchievous, 
for they never attack one, unlefs they be wounded 
or fir'd upon. They are fo fat, efpecially in the 
Autumn, that they can fcarce walk : Thofe which 
we kill'd were extrean1 fat, but their fat is good for 
nothing but to be burnt, whereas their Flelh, and, 
above alJ, their Feet are very nice Victuals. The 
Savages affirm, that no Flelh is fo delicious as that 
of Bears ; and indeed, I think they are in the right 
of it. While we rang'd up and down in queft of 
Bears, we had the pleafure of fpying fome Martins 
and wild Cats upon the branches of the Trees, which 
the Savages fhot in the I-Iead to preferve their Skin. 
l3ut the moft Comical thing I faw, was the Stupi
«:lity of the \Vood-hens, which fit upon the Trees 
in whole Flocks, and are kill'd one after another, 
wi"hout ever oftering to fiir. · Comn1only the Sa
vages fhoot at 'cm with Arrows, for th y fay they 
are fl:)t \Vor ha !hoot of Powder, w•1ich is able to 
kill an Eik or an I-Iart. I have pi) 'd this fort of 
Fowling in the Neighbourhood o our Cantons or 
Habitations in the Winter titne, with the help of a 
Dog who found ouc che Trees by fcenr, and then 
bark'd; upon which I approach'd to the Tree and 
found the Fowls upon the Br.1nches. {vhen 
the thaw c~me, I went wo or three Le;1gues fur-

ther 
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'her up the Lake, in Company with fain~ Cana 1efe,' 
on purpofe to fee that Fowl flap with its Wings. 
Believe n1e, Sir, this fight is one of the greateft Cu ... 
riofities in the World; for their flapping makes a 
noife much like that of a Drum all about, for the 
fpace of a Minute or thereabouts ; then the noife
ceafes for half a quarter of an our, after which 
it begins again. By this noife we were dirett~d to 
the place where the unfortunate Moor-hens fat, 
and found 'em upon rotten moffy Trees. By flap
ping one Wing againft tfie other, they n1ean to call 
their Mates; and the humming noife that infues 
thereupon, may be heard half a quarter of a League 
off. This they do only in the Months of April; 
M4J, September, and Ottober; and, which is very re
markable, a Moorhen never flaps in this manner; 
but upon one Tree. It begins at the break of day, 
and gives over at nine a Clock in the Morning; till 
about an hour before unfet that it flutters again, 
and continues fo to do till Night: I proteft to you, 
that I have frequently contented my felf with fee. 
ing and admiring the flapping of their Wings with .. 
out offering to fhoot at 'em. 

Befides the pleafure of fo many different forts of 
Diverfion, I was likewife entertain' cl in the Wobds 
with the company of he honeff old Gentlemen that 
liv'd in former Ages. Honeft Homer, the amiable 
Anacreon, and my dear .LttciarJ, were my infepara
ble Companions. Mriftotle too defir'd paffionately 
to go along with us, but my Canow. was coo little 
to .. hold his bulky Equipage of Peripatetick Silo ... 
gifins: So that he was e'en fain to trudge back to' 
the Jefuits, who vouchfaf.'d him a very honourable 
Reception. I had a great ~eal of reafon to rid my 
felf of that great Philofopher's Company; for hi~ 
ridiculous Jargon, and his fe'nfelefs Terms; woul 
bave frighted the Savages o t of heir wits-. Fare-. 

l i Sir; I · now rri'v' d at qnce t the end of 
f ?, 4. 
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my Game and n1y Letter. I have heard no Newa 
from ~thee, where they continue to ma~e mig?ty 
Preparations for fome confiderable Enterpnfe. l1me 
will difcover a great 1nany things, an Account of 
ivhich I mean to tranfmit to you by the Ships that 
are to leave this Harbour in the end of .11utumn. I 
conclude with my ufual Compliment, 

Totlrs, &c. 

LETTER H. 

Dated at St. Helens, over .. againft Monrea!, 
June 8. I 6 8 7• 

1he Chevalier de Vaudreuil arrives in Canada 
tvith fome Troops. Both th~ Regular iroops 
and the Militia, are pofled at St. Helens, i11 

a readi1tefs to march again/! the Iroquefe. 

SIR, 

I Have fi1ch a budget-full of News, that I know 
. not where to begin. I receiv'd Letters but now 
!ron1 Mr. Senelay's Office; by which I have Advice, 
that Orders are fent to Mr. Denonville to allow me eo 
go for Fra1Jce, upon my private Concerns. No Ion· 
ger fince than Y efterda y, he cold me I fl10uld nave 
I..eave to go after the Campaign is over. lv1y Rela
tions write, that the procuring of this Leave colt 'em 
a great deal of pains ; and that the fooner I come to 
Pari.r, 'twill be the better for me. 

The Governour arriv'd ar Mo11real three or four 
days ago, with all the Militia of the Country, who 
lie now in cam p'd along with our Troops in that 
lfland. Mr. D' Amblemont has been at Ouebec this 
Month, With five or fix !e'<>nd Race Shi~ having 
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ail'd from Rocbet thither in 28 days. He brought 

over with hitn ten or twelve Companies of MarineS', 
who are to guard the Colony while we invade thQ 
Iroquefe Country. 'Tis faid, that laft Year Mr. De .. 
nonviUe fent fev ral Can~zdefe, that were known and 
efteem'd by t e Savages, our Allies, who Jive upon 
the Banks of the Lakes and the adjacent Countries, 
with Orders to engage 'em to favour our Def~n of 
extirpating the Iroquefe. In the Win r he made Ma .. 
gazines of Ammunition and Provifions, and now he 

as fent feveral Canows, laden with Provifions, to 
I' ort Frontenac, and given Orders for the building of 
an in fin ice number of fuch Boats as I defcrib'd in my 
fourth Letter, for the Tranfporting of our twenty 
Companies of Marines. The Militia who are in
camp'd in this liland along with our Troops, make 

· fifteen hundred Men, and are join'd by five hundred 
of the converted Savages that live in the Neighbou .. 
hood of Ouebec an the IOand of M01Jreal. The Che
valier Vaurlreuil, who is come from Frrmce to Com
tnand our Troops, is refolv'd to appear in the Field, 
notwithftanding th~ Fati ueofhis Paffage to Canada: 
end the Governour of Monreal is of the fame mind. 
Ivlr. t!e Champigni, the Intendanc of this Country, 
went from hence to Fort Frontenac two days ago. 
The day after to morrow, Mr. de Denonville tneans 
to march at the Head of his little Army, being ac~ 
company'd with an an :ent Iroque[e, that is very 
much 1efpeEt:ed by the five Cantons. The I iftory 
and v rious Adventures of this old Gentleman, are ' 
too tedious to bear a Relation in this place. Every 
body is apprehenfive that this Expedition will prove 
as fqcceflefs as that of Mr. de la Barre: And if their 
Appr henfions are not difappointed, the King lays 
out hii Money to no purpofe. For my own parr, 
when I reflect upon the Attempt we made tl ree 
Years ago, I can,t but think it impoilible for us to 
fij~q:ed, 'Tilile will dii~over the Confequences of 
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fhis E~pedition ; and perhaps we may ~ome to re: 
pent, tlio' too late, of our complying with the Ad
vice of fome Difiurbers of the Publick Peace, who 
project to eQlarge their pr~vate Fortunes i.p. a general 
Commotion. I lay this d()wn for ~n uncontefted 
Truth, that we are not able to deftroy the Iroquefe by 
pur felves: befides, what occafion have we to tro~
ble 'em, fince they give us no Provo~ation ? How .. 
~ver, let the E ent be what it will, I fhall not fail 
ppon my Return to tranfmit you a Journal of our 
ACl:ions, unlefs it be, that I embarque for Rochel, 
and deliver it my felf: In the mean· tim~, believe 
~~to be, · · · · · 

SIR, 

Yuttn, &c. 

L E T T E R Xllf. 

Dated at Niagara, Aug. 2. 1687. 

lJ.epreftnting, the unj(n;ourable Iifue of the Cam~ 
paign mad~ in the Iroquefe Country; the Dij
covery of an Ambufcade; and tbe iifuing, of Or· 
ders for the Author to marc/) with a Detach· 
men~ to tl;e great La*es. 

S I ~' 
T has been a Maxim i.n all Ages, That the Even~s. 

of thing5 are not always anfwerable to Mens Ex
pectations : When Men forn1 to themfelves a promi
fing profpe~ of compaffing their Ends, they fre· 
quenrly meet with the mortification cif feeing them· 
felves difappointed. This I fpeak by \Yay of applica·. 
tion to my felf; for ~nftead o~ going for Franc~, pur
fua~t to the Co~~ents o~ ~h~ ~.e~t~r t wri~ tc:>! you. 

~~~. 
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two Months ago, I am now oblig'd to firaggle to 
one End of the World, as you'll find by the follow .. 
ing Journal of our Expedition. 

We broke up from St. Heletu much about the time 
I fpoke of in my laft. Mr. de Champigni went before 
us with a fhong Guard, and arriv'd in a Canow at 
Fort Frontenac, eight or ten days b.efore we carne up. 
As foon as he arriv' d, he fent two or three hundred 

· Canadefe to furprife the Villages of Kente and Gam
ouffe, which lie at the diflance of feven or eight 
Leagues from the Fore, and are inhabited by a fort 
of Iroquefe, that deferv'd no other Ufage than what 
they met with. Our Canndefe had no great difficulty 
in mattering them; for they furpris'd 'em when they 
Jeafi: thought of any Alarm, and brought 'em Prifo
ners to Fort Frontenac, where they were tied to Pofis 
with Cords round their Necks, I-Iands, and Feet. 
We arriv'd at the Fort on the firfi of July, after the 
encountering of feveral Difficulties among the W a
ter-falls, Cataracts, and Currents, that I fornterly 
defcrib'd to you in my Account of Mr. de la Barre's 
Expedition. We were more perplex'd in this Voy
age than the former; for our Boats were fo heavy, 
that we could not tranfport 'em over Land as we did 
the Canows, but were oblig'd to drag 'em up through 
the impraCl:icable Paffes with the force of Men and 
Ropes. ltnmediately upon our Debarquing, I went 
firaigbt to the Fort, where I faw the tniferable Pri
foners in the abovemention'd Pofrure. The fight of 
this piece of Tyranny fill'd tne at once with COtn
paffton and Horror; but in the n1ean time the poor 
Wretches fung Night and Day, that being tLe cufto .. 
mary Practice of the People of Canada when they 
fall into the hands of their Enemies. They com
plain' cl, ' That they were bctray'd without any 
' ground; that in compenfation for the care they 
c: had took ever fince the Peace to furnilh the Garri
~ fon with filh and Venifon, they were bound and 

f 4 id 



?z.· Sonze Netv Po;'ages 
c cied to Pofis; a.nd whip'd in fuch a manner; tha 
~ they could neither fh:ep, nor guard off the F1ies; 
f that the only Requiral r 1ey n1et with for procuring 
c to the Frtnt:h a Commerce in the Skins of Beavers 
~ and othe Animals, was, to be doom'd to Slavery, 
' and to fee their Fathers, and he ancient Men of 
~ the1r Coun try mu der'd before the·r e}es. Are 
~ thefe the .Fre,,ch. {j id they, that the JeftJits. crfd up 
'fo much for ~1en of Probity and Honour? Even 
c the crue/eH for of Death tha t Imagination it felf 
~ can reach, would be nothing to us in comparifon 
' with the odious and horrible SpedacJe of the Blood 
' of our Ancefiors, that is fhed fo inhumanely before 
~ our eyes. Aifuredly, the fi \re Villages will revenge 
'our Quarrel, and entertain an everlafiing and juft 
~ Refentment o the tyrannical Ufage we now meet 
~with .' mad~;: up to one of thefe \V retches that 
was about five and twenty Years old, and had fre
guently regal'd me :in this IIutt, not far from the 
fort, during my fix Weeks Service in that Place in 
~he Year ot Mr. de la Bat:re's Expedition. l"his poor 
rvtan being Mafter of the Afgonkin Language, I gave 
him to ~now_, that I was heartily griev'd to fee him 
in that difmal Pofiure ; th2t I would take care to 
have Vi~~ua!s and Dri.nk convey'd to him twice a 
da:y, and \ ould give him Letters for my Friends at 
l'vfom·eal, in order to Lis being us'd n1ore favourably 
than hi~ Cor:npanions. He reply'd, That he faw and 
was very well acquainted wich the Horror thac mofi 
of the Frencb ~ere affected with, upon the view of 
the Crue cy tl·ey underwent; and, that he fcorn'd 
~o be fed, or us'd more civilly th.an his Fellow Pri
foners. l-Ie gav~ me an account of the manner in 
·~vhich they \yere furp1 is'd, and ho\v their Anceftors, 
,vere n1_a1Ia~red; and truly, I do r.ot believ~ t.hat any 
one can be touch'd with more cutting and bitter Rea 
~e>;:ions than this poor Man was, when he re~ounted 
.: 1e n any Services he had done the French during, 
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··he whole courfe of his Life : At I aft, afcer many 
Sighs and Groans, he bow'd down his Head, and 
wrap'd himfelf up in Silence. f23t!que poteft narrat, 
reflabant ultima jlevit. But this was not the only 
thing that a:tfecred me, when I beheld the mifery of 
~hefe innocent Creatures: I faw fome young Sava
ges of our fide burn their Fingers with Fire in their 
lighted Pi pes; which provok) d me to threfh 'em 
foundly : but I was fev~rely reprimanded for my 
pains, and confin'd to my Tent for five or fix days, 
where 1 only repented that I had not dealt my blows 
in a double n1eafure. Thefe Savages refented the 
matter fo highly, that they ran prefendy to their 
Hutts, and flew eo their Fufees, in order to kill me. 
Nay, all that could be done was fcarce fufficient to 
appeafe 'cm; for the Difpute came to that heighth, 
that tltey would have left us, if it had not been that 

lJ Among the S11vnger, 
drunkm Perfim nre 
alwars ex~s'd: for, . 
the Bottle attonu far 
nO Crimer. 

our Men aifur' d 'em I was 11 drunk, 
that all the French were prohibited 
to give me either Wine or Brandy, 
and that I fhouid certainly be im
prifon' d as fobn as the Campaign 
were over. I-Iowever, the poor 
Wretches, the Prifoners, were carried to Quebec; 
from whence they are to be fent to the French Gal
leys. Much about that time, the Sieur de la Forejf, 
one of the Mr. de la SaUe's Officers, arriv'd at the 
Fort in a great Canow, being conducted thither by 
eight or ten Coureurs de Boil. He gave Mr. 4e Dencn
~"iUe to underfiand, that a Pany of the Illinefe and 
the Ouma"}u waited for ~he. Flurons and the OutaoutH 
at the Lake of St. Claire, in order to joyn 'em, and 
to march with joint Forces to the River of the Tfo
nontouam, that being the place f their general Ren
dezvovs. Be added, that in the Lake o( the Huron'S 
near lytijjil~mak . n,ac, r. de la Dut·antai4, ffifted by 
the Savages, our AI ies, had taken an Englifh Con1:-

'\0Y. conducted by fo11;1~ Iroqucfe, wl.1o had fifcy 
thoufand • '*" l ' l 
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thoufand Crowns-worth of Goods in their C~nows; 
to be difpos'd of in exchange with the Nations that 
dwell upon thefe Lakes: as alfo, That Mr. Dulhut 
had taken another Englifh Convoy, being affifted by 
the Coureurs de Boil, and the Savages, who had fhar'd 
the former Capture; and that he had kept the Eng. 
lifh and Iroquefe as Prifoners, as well as their Corn· 
rnander, who was call'd Major Gregory. In fine, he 
reprefented to Mr. de Denonville, that 'twas high rime 
for him to fet out from Fort Fro1ztenac, if he mean'd 
to appear at the general Rendezvous, where the 
Auxiliary Troops fent from the Lakes would arrive 
very fpeedily. The next day, being the ;d ofJu~, 
the Sieur de la Fore{f embarqued again for Niagara, 
and fieer'd to the North-fide of the Lake. At tbe 
fame time we embarqued, and flood to the oppofite 
fide of the Lake, being favour' d by the Calms which 
in that Month are very common. 

By good luck, our whole Body arriv'd almoft at 
one and the fame time in the River of the 1fonontou· 
tjnJ; and upon that occafion, the Savages, our AI· 
lies, who draw Predictions from the moft trifling 
Accidents, lhew'd their wonted Superfiition in ta· 
king this for an infallible Prefage of the utter De· 
firuCl:ion of the lroquefe : tho' after all they prov'd 
falfe Prophets, as you will find by the fequel of this 
Letter. The fame Night that we Landed, we hawl'd 
our Canows and Boats out of the Water~ and feta 
fhong Guard upon 'em. This done, we built a Fort 
of Stakes or Pales, where we left the Sieur DorviUm 
with four hundred Men to guard our Shipping and 
Baggage. The next day, a young Canadefe, call'd Fon· 
taine Marion, was unjuftly lhot to death. His cafe 
itood thus: Having travell'd frequently all over this 
Continent, he was perfe<.ttly well acquainted with 
~he Country, and with the Savages of Canada; and 
after the doing of feveral good Services to the King, 
~efir'd Leave fr01n th~ Governour general ~o conti· 

· 11ue 
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hne hi; Travels, in order to carry on fome little 

-.. Trade: but his Requel was never granted. Upon 
1-!1 that he refolv'd to ren1ove to New England, the two 

Crowns being then in Peace. The Planters of N1w 
• 1 England gave him a very welco e eception; for 

• 1 he was an aCtive Fellow, and one that nderfiood 
almofi all the Languages of the .. avages. Upon this 
Confideration he was employ' d to conduct the two 
EnglijlJ Convoys I fpoke of but now, and had the 
Misfortune to be taken along with them. Now, to 
1uy mind, the Ufage he met with from us was ex
tream hard ; for, we arc in Peace with England : 
and befides, that Crown lays Claim to the Property 
of the Lakes of Canada. 
· The next Day we began our March towards the 
great Village of the Tfonontouans, without any other 
Provifions than ten Biskets a Man, which every one 
carry' d for himfel£ We had but feven Leagues to 
march in a great Wood of tall Trees, upon a fmooth 
even Ground. The Coureurs Je Boil, with a Party 
of the Savages, led the Van, and the relt of the Sava ... 

1 ges brought up the Rear, our Regular Troops and 
~ our Militia being pofied in the middle. The firfi: 

Day the Army march'd four Leagues, and the ad
vanc'd Guards made no Difcovery. The fecond Day 
our advanc'd Parties 1narch'd up to the very Fields of 
the Village without perceiving any thing, tho"' they 
paft within a Piftol-:fhot of five hundred Tjono1ztouans, 
who lay flat upon the Ground, and fuffer'd 'em to 
pafs and repafs without moleftation. Upon their In ... 
telligence we march'd up with equal Precipitatio~ 
and Confufion, being bouy'd up with the Apprehen
fion that the Iroquefe had fled,. and that at )P.aft their 
Women, Children, and fuperannuated Perfons woulq 
fall into our hands. W hen we arriv'd at the bottom 
pf thy Hill upon which the Ambufcade was plac'd, 
at the qiftance of a quarter of a League from the Vil
l.a~e, they b.egan to raife the~r wo1;1~e9. ~ry, which 

was 
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was follow'd by the firing of fome Muskets; Had 
you but fc en, Sir, what Diforder our Troops and 
Militia were in amidft the thick Trees, you would 
have joyn'd wich me, in thinking t at feveral thou. 
fands of Europe~~ns are no more than a fufficient num. 
ber to mak head againfi five hundred Barbarians. Our 
Battalions were divided into ftraggling Parties, who 
fell in to the right and left, without knowing where 
they went. Inftead of firing upon the Iroque[e, wo 
fir'd upon one another. 'Twas to no purpofe to call 
in the Soldiers of fuch and fuch a Battalion, for we 
could not fee thirty Paces off: In fine, we were fo 
difordcr'd, that the Enemy were going to clofe in up. 
on us with their Clubs in their hands; when the Sa. 
vages of our fide having rally'd, repuls'd the Enemy, 
and purfu' d 'em to their Villages with fo much fury, 
that they brought off the 1-Ieads of eighty, and 
wounded a great 1nany. In this Action we loft ten 
Sa'.rages, and a hundred French: We had twenty or 
two and twenty wounded, in whid number was 
the good Father Angel er an the Jefuit, ~. tJo receiv'd a 
Musket- fP.ot in thofe Parts which Orige·1 chol~ to fop 
off, in ord~r to qualify himfelf for irdh uc1ing the 
Fair Sex without the difturbance of Pat wn, or the 
danger of ScandaL Wh.en the Savages brought in 
the Heads of their Enemies to Mr. de Dt:t~wrJille, they 
ask'd him why he halted, and did not ntarch up? 
Jie made Anfwer, That he could not leave his 
wounded Men behind, and that he thought it pro
per to encamp, th4t tne Surgeons might have time 
to 'drefs their Wounds. To obviate this Pretence, 
the Savages offer'd to make Litters fo_r the tranfport· 
ing of 'em to the Villag~ that lay but a little way off. 
But our General did not approve of heir Advice; 
upon which_, potwithfiaQding his Remonfirances, 
they drew up into a Body, and tho' they confified 
of ten different Nations, agreed in a j ynt Refoluti~ 
oq of purfuing their F;qemy" tn hopes of taking,~ 

· · · · leaH 
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Tr( le their Wotnen, their Old-men, and their Chil-
l'~ dren. Our General being -acquainted with their Re

:v:·:' folution, gave 'em to know, that he earnefily defir'd 
n~; th y would reft for one day' and not depart from 
)an: bis amp, and that the next day he would burn their 
)ai·. Villages, and ftarve 'em to Death by fpoiling their 
1w~ Crops. But they took this Compliment fo ill, that 
b· moft of 'em return,d to their own Country; rem on
" ftrating, 'That the French came out to fetch a Walk, 
·~ 'rather than to wage War, fince they would not 
~)· 'take the Advantage of the bell Opportunity in the 
ck'' ' World : That their Ardour, like a ftalh of Fire, 
~· ' was extinguiJh'd as foon as kindled: That 'twas a 
~: ' fruitlefs Adventure, to draw together fo many 
m'.~ ' W arriours, from all Parts, to burn fome Hutts of 

f~· ' Bark, that the Enemy could rebuild in four days: 
g;. ' That the Tjonontouans did not matter the fpoiling of 
~. ' their Corn, for that the other Itoquefe Nations were 
r 'able to fupply 'em: And in fine, That fince they 
~~ ' had joyn,d the French twice together to no purpofe, 

' they would never trufi 'em for the future, in fpite 
' of all the Remonftrances they could make. Some 
are of the opinion, that Mr. de Denonville ought to 
have gone farther; and others affirm, that 'twas itn

., pofiible for him to do more than he did. For my 
pare, I fhall not venture upon any Decifion of the 

' matter; thofe who fit at the Heln1 are n1ofi liable 
to be perplex' d. To purfue the bare matter of Fact; 
we march'd next day to the great Village, and car-

1. ry' d our wounded Men upon Litters : but we found 
nothing there but Allies; for the Iroquefe had burnt 
the Village themfelves, by way of Precaution. Then 
we fpent five or fix days in cutting down the Indian 
Corn with our Swords. From thence we march' d 
to the two little Villages of the Thegaronbies and the 
Danoncarit.zoui, which lay about two or three Leagues 
off. Having done the like Exploits there, we re
turn'd to the Lake fide. In all thefe Villages we 

· · · found 



78 Sotne New Poyages 
found plenty of Horfes, black CatteJ, Fowl, ana 
Hogs. All the Country round afforded us a very 
charming, pleafant, and even Profpect. The Fo. 
refts thro which we march'd were rep1enilh'd witn 
Oak, Wall-nut_, and wild Chefnut-Trees. 

Two days after we imbarqu'd for Niagara, wbicn 
lay thirty Leagues off, and arriv'd there in fOur 
days. Ai foon as the Troops had debarqu'd, we 
imploy'd 'em in making a Fort of Pales with four 
Daftions, which was finilh'd in three days. Here we 
mean to leave 12o Soldiers under the command of 
Mr. des Bergeres, with Atnmunition and Provifions 
for eight Month . The Fort fiands on the South fide 
of the Streight o Herri~ Lake, upon a Hill; at the 
foot of which, that Lak~w falis into the Lake ofFron. 
tevac. Yefterday the Savages our Allies took leave 
of Mr. de Denonville , and made a Speech after v 
their ufual manner; in which, among other things, R 
they infinuated, That they were pleas'd to fee a 
Fort fo conveniently plac'd, which might favour 
their retreat upon any Expedition againft the fro- 0 

quefc ; That they depended upon his promife, of ~ 
continuing the War till_ the five Nations fhouid be 
either deftroy' d or difpoffefs d of their Country; 
That they earnefily de fir' d that part of the Army 
ffiould take the Field out of hand, and continue in 
it both Winter and Summer, for that they would 
certainly do the fame on clleir part; and in fine, 
That for as much as their Alliance with France was 
chiefly grounded upon the protnifes the French made 
of liftening to no Propofals of Peace, till the five 
Nations fhould be quite extirpated ; they therefore 
l1op'd they would be as good as their Word; efpe
ci:tily confidering that a Ceffation of Arm·s would 
fUlly the honour of the French, and infaiJibly dif. 
engage their Allies. M-r. de Denonville gave rhem frefu 
affurances of his intention to carry on the War, 
in fpite of all the· efforts of the Iro.q.ue(e ; and in a 

word, 
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l,fNord, protefted that he would profecute this defign 
l~ '0 vigoroully, that in the end thefe Barbariam lhould 
d )e either quite cut off, or oblig'd to fhift their 
~·seats. 
~. The General call'd for me that very day, and a c .. 
''tquainted me, that in regard I underftood the Lan ... 
~~::>·uage of the Savages, I was to go with a Detach .. 
~~ent to cover their Country purfuant to their Re
que fr. At the fame time he affur'd me, he would in .. 

!. form the Court of the Reafons that mov' d him to 
tdetain me in Canada, notwithfianding that he had 
rorders to give me leave to g~ home. You may eafily 
iguefs, Sir, that I was thunderftruck with thefe 
i~News, when I had fed my felf all along with the 
!:hopes of returning to France, and promoting my 
t(.Interefi, which is now fo much thwarted. flowe .. 
:.ver, I was forc'd to be contented; for ~he greater 
-Power bears the fway all the World over. Purfu
ant to my orders, I made all fuitable preparationg 
~for my Voyage, without lofs of time. I took 1eava 
aof my Friends, who fingled out the beft Soldiers 
'.for 1ne; and made me Prefent:; of Cloaths, Tobac-
1Jco, Books, and an infinity of other things, that they 
could fpare without any inconveniency, becaufe 
they were then upon their return to the Colony, 
which affords every thing that one can defire. By 
good luck, I brought my Aflrolabe with me from 
Monreal, which will enable me to take the Latitudes 
of this Lake, and to make feveral other ufeful Ob
fervationsj for in all appearance, I fhall be out two 
years or luch a matter. The Men of my Detach~ 
ment are brisk proper fellows, and tny Canows are 
both new and large. I am to go along with Mr'" 
Dulhut, a Lions Gentleman, who is a Perfon of 
great Merit, and has done his King and his Coun .. 
try very confiderable Services. Mr. Je Tonti makes 
another of our Company; a~d a Company of Sa .. 
yages is to follow us. Mr. de Demnvillc will fet out · · - · - ··~ - · for 
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for the Colony by the North fide of the Lake of 
Erontenac, in two or three days. He defigns to leave 
at Fort Frontenac, a number of Men and Atnmuni. 
tion equal to what be leaves here. I herewith tranf. 
mit fomc Letters for my Relations, which I beg 
you would convey to their Hands. If I meet with 
any opportunity, I'll fend you a Journal of my 
Voyage the next year. In the mean time, I am, 

S I R, 

Tours, &c. 

LETTER XIV. 

Dated at Mijfilimakinac May 26. 1688. 

The Author leaves. Niagara, and has an lncour,. 
ter wit/; the Iroquefe at the end of t/;e Land· 
Carriag~. Tbe after part of bis Voyage. A 
Defcription of t!Je Country. l-Ie arri-ves at 
Fort St. J ofeph in the Mouth of the Lake of 
Hurons. A Detacbment of the Hurons arrive 
at the fame place. After an lngageme11t, tbey 
fit out for Miffilimakioac. A Jlr"1ng,e Adven· 
ture of Mr. de la Salle's Brother. Mifi:lirna. 
I{inac deftril/ tl. 

s 1 R., 
J Am at a lofs to determine whether ytis owing ro. 

Stupidity, or greatnefs of Mind, that the IofS of 
my Efiate, which I infallibly forefee, do's not at all 
affect me. Your Letter is but too lhrewd a confir· 
mation of my Prophecy:· liowever, 1 cannot but 
purfue your feafonable advice in writing to Cour~ ; 

tn 
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~! in the mean time fuffer me to fatisfie n1y protnife, 
~. in 1p~efebnting dyou ~!eh a relati~~ of mybVoydagesC. 

tm arque at ;;viagara At~ge'.l" 3· on oar a a .. 
·~ now mann'd with eight Soldiers of my Detach
;"' · ment; and after running three Leagues againfi the 
J Current of the Streight, came that fame d.1y to the 

place where the Navigation ftops. There I met 
~, with the Sieur Grifolon de la TotJrette, Brother to Mr. 

Dulhut, who had ventur'd to come fron1 Mijfilima-. 
kinac with a fingle Canow to joyn the Army. The 
4th we commenc'd our great Land-Carriage to the 
Southward, being oblig'd to tranfport our Canows 
from a League and a half below che great FaH of 
Niagara> to half a League above it. Before we got 
at any beaten or level Path, we were forc'd eo 
climb up three Mountains, upon which an hundred 
Iroquefe might have knock'd us all on the hejd with 
Stones. While we were hnploy'd in this tranfport 
Service, we were alarm'd twice or thrice; which 
caution' d us to keep a ftricr guard, and eo cranfport 
our Baggage wich all poliible Expedition: Nay, 
aftt!r all our precautions we were forc'd to leave one 
half of our Baggage about half way, upon the dif
covery of a thoufand Iroquefe that n1arch'd cowards 
us. Do you judge, Sir, if we had not fome rea· 
fan to be alarm'd; and whether we would ftand to 
Sacrifice all to the naturai principle of Self prefer
\ arion ; tho' indeed we were in danger of lofing 
our Lives as well as our Baggage: for we had not 
imbarqued above the Fall half a quarter of an hour, 
when the Enemy appear'd upon rhe Streighr fide. 
I aifure you, I 'fcap'd very narrowly; for about a 
quarter of an hour before, I and three or four 
Savages had gone five hundred paces out of our 
Road, to look upon that fearful Cacaratt; and 'twas 
as much as I could do, to get ac the Canows be
fore they put off. To be taken by fuch cruel Fei-

G lows, 
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Jows, was to tne no trifling thing • 

.. Th p •r. e 5 ta I/ morir e nie1'Jte, mail vivere bruuj. e ruon r • & ...,.. . . o 
ken by the lrtHJttefe ando troppo. .1. o dre ts nothing, 
are frequently burnt. but to live in the midjf of Fire "1< is to~ 

much. 
As for the Waterfall of Niagara; 'tis fe,en or 

eight hundred foot high~ and half a League broad. 
~rowards the middle of it we defcry an Hland that 
Jeani towards the Precipice, as if it were ready to 
fall. All the Beafts that crofs the Water within 
half a quarter of a League above this unfortunate 
Ifland, are fuck' d in by force of the Stream : And 
the BeaUs and Fifh tha-t are thus kill' d. by the prodi
gious fall, ferve for food to fifty Iroquef'e, who are 
fetled about two Leagues off, and take "'em out of 
the water with their Canows. Between the furface 
of the water that {helves off prodigioufly, and the 
foot of the Precipice, three Men may crofs in a 
breaft without any other dan1mage, than a fprink
ling of fame few drops of water. 

To r"'turn to the S ory of the thou rand lrcqaefe; I 
mufi tell you, that we crofs'd the Streight with all the 
vigour vve were mallers of, and after rowing all 
Night, arriv'd next Morning at the mouth of the 
Lake, which appear'd to be indifferent rapid. Then 
we were fecure from all danger, for the Ircquefe Ca
nows are fo dull and Jarg"', that they canno,t fail 
near fo quick as thofe n1ade of Birch-bark. TJ.e 
fonner are n1ade of Efm-bark, which is very heavy, 
and their forn1 is very aukard ; for they ate fo long 
and broad that thirty Men row in them, two a
breaft, whether fitting or fianding, and the fides are 
fo low, that they dare not venture 'en1 upon the 
Lakes_, tho:> the wind be very flack. \V e coafied a
long t

1
1e North-Coafi of rho Lake of Er-ie, being 

favour'd by the Calms, which are in a n1anncr confiant 
in that feafon, efpecial!y in the Southern CounCI 'es. 
Upoa the brink of this Lake we fr~quendy faw 

flocks 
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flocks of fifty or fi. ty Tur1~ey's, whk 1 run incredi
bly faft upon the Sands: And t e ... avages of our 
Company kill'd gt'eat numbers of 'en, whic~ they 
gave to us in exchange or the Fifh that we catch'd. 
The 25th we arriv'd at a long point of Land which 
!hoots out 14 or I 5 Leagues into he ~ ake ; and the 
heat being exceffive, we chafe to ttan tport our Boats 
and Baggage two hundred paces over-land, rather 
than coaft abont for thirty five Leagues. Sep em b. 6. 
Weenter'd the Streightof the Lake of l-Iurnn, where 
we met with a flack Current or half a League in 
breadth, that continued till we arriv'd in the Lake 
of St. Claire, which is twelve Leagl es in Circumfe
rence. rrhe 8th of the fame Month we fieer'd o 
to the other end, from whence we had but fix 
Leagues to run againft the fiream, till we arriv'd in 
the Mouth of the Lake of Hr1rom, where we ande 
on the 14th. You cannot imagine the p1eafa t 
profpeet of this Streight, and of the lit le Lake; for 
their banks are cover' d with all forts of wild F uit
Trees. '17is true, the want of A.griculture finks t 1e 
agreeablenefs of Lhe ·ruic ; but their pl nty is \"ery 
furprifing. We fpy'd no other Animals upon the 
lhoar, but I-Ierds of I-Iarts, and Roe-bucks: And 
when we came to little Iilands, we fcour'd 'em, in 
order to oblige thefe Beafis to crofs over to the Con
tinent, upon which they offering to fwim over, 
were knock'd on the head by our Canow-men that 
tvere planted all round the lflands. After our ar ... 
rival at the Fort, cf which I was order=d to takes 
poffeffion, Mr. Dulbut and Mr. de Tonti had a mind 
to reft themfelve, for fame days, as wel13 as th 
Sav·ages that accompany'd us. This Fort, whicl 
was built by Mr. Dulhut, was Garrifon'd upon his 
own charges by the Courcurs de Bois, who had taken 
care to fow in it fome Bufhels of Turkey-Whe~ 
which afforded a pkntiful Crop, that prov'd of grea 

fe to me, The Garrifon furrendred their Pofi ve • · 
1; 
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ry chearfulJy to my Detachment ; and then purfn. 
ed their Commerce with our Savages, for every one 
hacllea veto go where he pleas' d. This gave me an op
portunity of fending two Canows under a guard of 
Soldiers, to difpofe of a great Roll of Tobacco 
of 2 oo weight, that Mr. Dulhut had kindly prefent
ed me with; _for that honeft Gentleman inform'd 
me~ that my Soldiers might eafily purchafe Corn in 
exchange for Tobacco, fooner than for any other 
Commodities. I atn oblig' d to him as long as I 
live ; but I am much affraid, the Treafurer of th~: 
Navy will n1ake him no better compenfation for this 
piece of Service, than for a thoufand other dLburfe
ments upon the King's account. The Soldiers l 
fent with the Tobacco, return' d in the latter end 
of November, and brought with 'em the Reverend 
Father Avenau the Jefuit, who found no occafion 
to trouble himfelf with preaching up Abfiinence 
from Meat in the time of Lent. They brought ad
vice, that a Party of the Hurom being prepar'd to 
march out of their ViiJages, to attack the Iroqueye 
Beaver-hunters, would fpeedily repair to the Fortto 
reft tL1emfelves. In the mean time I waited with 
impatience for the arrival of one Turcct, and four 
n1ore of the Coureurs de Bois, who were to come to me 
in the beginning of Decembe1·, along with fome other 
Huntfmen that Mr. de Denon·ville had promis'd to 
fend me: But hearing nothing of 'en1, ~nd· our 
Commons being at that time very lhort, I Jhould 
l)aVe been very nmch pinch 'd, if four young Cana
defe who were expert Hundinen, had not tarry'd 
with 111e ail Winter. The above-mention,d Pany 
of the Hurom arriv' d Decemb. 2. being headed by 
one Saentjouan, who left me his Canow and his Bag
g,lge, to keep till he return' cl; for he could not 
poffibly continue his Navigation longer, upon the 
account that the furface of the water began then to 

be cover'd with Ice. Thefe Savages chofe to march 
OV(;f~ 
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~ mer-l~nd to the Fort of Niagara, where they ex
e. ·petted to receive intelligence before they enter' d the 
~ Country of the Iroqueje. They march'd ten days, 
.oo i. e. fifty Leagues, without feeing one Soul. But at 
~Id Jaft their Scouts perceiv'd the foot-fteps of fome 
~ Huntfmen , which they trac'd at a great pace for 
(m a whole Night, the Snow being then a foot deep. 

Towards the break of day they return'd, and gave 
notice to their Fellow-Adventurers, that they had 
difcover'd fix IIuccs, with ten Men lodg'd in eacft 
of 'em. Upon this Intelligence the whole party 
made a halt, in order to paint their faces, eo pre
pare their Arms, and to concert proper Meafures. 
The attack was fo form'd, that two Men made 
fofdy up to the two doors of the Hutts with their 
Clubs in their Hands, to knock down any one that 
offer'd to come out, while the refl were imploy'd in fi
ring their pieces. And the Action was crown'd with 
wonderful Succefs; for the Iroque[e being furpriz'd 
and lhut up in their bark Prifons, there was but 
two out of fixty four that made their efcape; and 
thefe two being naked and defiirute of Fire-Arms, 
could not but perilh in the Woods. Three of the 

1 Hurons indeed were kill'd upon the fpot, but to at
tone for that !ofs, the Agreifors carry'd off four

, teen Prifoners, and four Women. This done, they 
march'd back to my Fort with all poffible Expedi
tion. Among the Captive Slaves, there were three 
who had made part of the number of the Jooo Iro
qucfe that thought to have furpris 'd us the year be
fore, when we were irnploy'd in the great Lttnd-
Carriage at Niag~ra. They gave us to under .. 
ftand, that the Fort of Niagara was block'd up by 
eight hundred Iroquefe, who n1ean'd to appear be
fore my Poft without any delay. This troublefon\ 
piece of news gall'd n1e eo the Iaft degree, for fear 
of being reduc'd to extremities; and with that view 

was a very nice Husband of what Corn I had 
G 1 left~ 
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left. I was not apprehenfive of being attack'd by 
'ern for the avages never fight fairly, neither do 
they ev~r attemp,r to pull up Paliffadoes; but I was 
affi·aid that they would ftarve us out by cramping 
our Huncfin.-!n in their due range I-Iowever, the 
Hurow 01 tinuing fifceen days in my Fort to refrdh 
themfelves, us'd t:he precaq.tion of ingaging them 
to aHifi: my IIunrfn1en in providing Meat: But as 

o as they took leaye of me in order to return 
.1 11e1 our huntipg was at at end, and the Gates 
were l~ept lhut. 

At laft, finding that my Provifions were almoft 
put, l refolv'd to go to Mij]ilimakina~, to buy up 
Corn from the 1/urons and the Outaouans. 1\ccor
dingly, ha ~ing left fome Soldiers to guard the Fort 
in n1y abfence, I itnbarqu'd with the reft of my 
Petachment on the firft of April, with a gentle 
South-Eafi Gale; by the help of which we infenfi .. 
bly crofs'd the Bay of Saguintm. That little Gulf is 
fix hours over, and in the middle of it there are 
two little Iflands, which afford a very feafonable 
fhelter when a wind arifes in the cro£Iing over. 
Before you have crofs'd this Bay, the Coaft is all 
n long full of Rocks and Shelves) one of which that 
l f:1w was fix Leagues broad: But above it theCoaft 
is cle<ln ar:d lovv, efpeci4lly towards the Sand-Rig 
rerJ which lies half wdy between that Bay and a 
lace c ll'd l'A1ife Ju Tonmre. Now this lafr place 

is reckon'd thirty Leag~es off the Bay. Having 
pafi that, we had but thirty Leagues more to fail; 
which we did without any danger, by the help of 
an Eafl-Soulh-Eaft Gale, that fwell'd the Waves 
pro igioufly. ln the Mouth of the lllinefe Lake we 
n.e the ... arty of the 1-Iurom that I n1ention'd befor~; 
? d our or five bqndred Outaoua!, who were bound 
h me, after· having [pent the \Vinter in hunting of 
:peaver~ up n, the Riv~r of Saguina1,. Both they an~ 
:VC ~ere ~ red ro J~e by iq that place for three or 

• · four . ' 
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four days~ by reafon of the Ice : Afcer which the 
Lake was clear'd, and we crofs'd ic together. When 
the Hurons came afhaar , they confulted among 
themfelves how to difpofe of their Slaves: After 
which they n1ade a Prefent of one of 'em to Mr. 
tle 1uchereau, who commanded in that place; but 

· the poor wretch was prefently ihot to Death. Ano
ther of 'em was prefented to the Outaouas, who 

« granted him his Life, for fuch reafons as you would 
eafily apprehend, if you were better acquainted with 
the policy and cunning of that fort of Men, who1n 
you now take for Beafis. 

I arriv'd in this place on the 18th of April, and 
)ny uneafinefs and trouble took date from the day 
of my arrival : For I found the Intlian Corn fo fcarce 
by reafon of the preceding bad Harvefb, that I 
defpair'd of finding half fo much as I wanted. But 
afLer all, I am hopeful, that two Villages will fur
nHh me with almoft as much as I have occafion for. 
Mr. Cavelier arriv'd here May 6, being acr;ompany'd 
with his Nephew, Father :A1za{lflfe the Recollet, a 
Pilot, one of the Savages, and fome few Frenchmer;, 
which made a fort of a party-colour' d Retinue. 
Thefe Frenchmen were fome of thofe that Mr. de la 
SaUe had conducted upon the difcovery of Mif!zjipi. 
They give out, th~t they are fent to Ca·nada, in 
order to go to France, with fome Difpatches fron 
1v1r. de la Salle to the King : But we f!lfpec:t that he 
s dead, becaufe he do's not return along with 'en1. 

I fhall not fpend thne in taking notice o the· r 
great Journey over-land ; which by the account 
they give cannot be Iefs than eight hundred Leagues. 

Mijfilimakinac, the place I an1 now in) is certJinly 
a place of gre;1t Importance. lt lies in the Latitude 
of forty five Degrees, and thirty J\1in[.lt~s; but as 
for its Longitude, I have nothing to L1y of it, fo. 
reafon:; menr:on'd in tny fecond Letter. 'Tis not 
~b~ve h~lf a Leagt!e dift:ant from the Illine{e Lake 
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an account ofwhich,and indeed of all the other takes, 
you may expect elfe~w?ere. H~re the Hurons and 
Outaouas have, each of etn, a VIllage ; the one be. 
incr fever'd from the other by a fingle Paliffadoe: 
13~ cbe Outaoua; are beginning to build a Fore up. 
on a Hill, chat fiands bur rooo or 12oo paces off. 
This Precaution they were prompted to by the 
murder of a certain Huron, call'd Sanclaouires, who 
was affaffinated i.n the Saguinan River by four young 
Outaouas. In this place the Jefuits have a little 
Houfe, or Colledge adjoyning to a fort of a Church, 
and inclos'd wich P4les that feparate it from the 
Village of che Hurons. Thefe good Fathers lavifh a
way all their Divinity and Patience to no purpofe, 
in convening fuch ignorant Infidels: For all the 
Jengch they can bring 'em to, is, that oftentirnes 
they'll defire Baptifm for their dying Children, and 
fome few fuperannuated Perfons confent to re
ceive the Sacrament of Baptifm, when they find 
themfelves at the point of Death. The Coureurs de 
Bois have but a very fmall fettlement here; though 
at the fame time 'tis not inconfiderable, as being 
the Staple of all the Goods that they truck with the 
South and the Weft Savages ; for they cannot avoid 
paffing this way,when they go to the Seats of the Jllj. 
nefe, and the Oumamis, or to the Bay des Puants, and 
to the River of Mif!tjipi. The Skins which they im
port from thefe different places, mufi lye here fame 
time before they are tranfported to the Colony. 
Mi(jilim,Jkinac is fituated very advantageoufly; for 
the Iroque(e dare not venture with their forry Canows, 
to crofs the Streight of the Il!i11e[e Lake, which is 
two Leagues over; befides that the Lake of the Hu
rons is too rough for fuch flender Boats : And as 
they cannot come to it by Water, fo they cannot 
approach to it by Land, by reafon of the Mar!hes, 
Fens, and little Rivers, which 'twouid be very diffi
cult- to crofs; not to men cion that the Streight of 
the 11/inefe Lake lies fiill in their way. You 
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to North· America. 
You can fcarce believe, Sir, what vafi tholes of 

white Fifh are catch'd abont the middle of the Chan-
~ . nel, between the Continent and the I fle of Mij]ili-t makinac. The Outaouao and the Hurons could never 

fubfift here, without that FiJhery; for they are ob
lig'd to travel above twenty Leagues in the Woods, 
before they can kill any Harts or Elks> and 'twould 
be an infinite fatigue to carry their Carcafes fo 
far over Land. This fort of white Fifh in my o
pinion> is the· only one in all thefe Lakes that can 
be call'd good; and indeed it goes beyond all o
ther forts of River FHh. Above all, it has one fin
gular property, namely, that all forts of Sauces 
fpoil it, fo that 'tis always eat either boil'd or broil'd, 
without any manner of fearoning. In the Chan
nel I now fpeak of the Currents are fo flrong, that 
they fometimes fuck in the Nets, though they are 
two or three Leagues off. In fome feafons, it fo 
falls out that the Currents run three days Eaftward, · 
two days to the Weft, one to the South, and four 
Northward ; fometimes ~ore, and fometimes lefs. 
The caufe of this diverfity of Currents could. ne
ver be fathon1'd, for in a calm, they'l run in~ the 
fpace of one day to all the points of the Compafs, 
i. e. fometin1es one way, fometin1es another, with
out any limitation of time ; fo that the decifton of 
this matter mufi: be left 1:0 the Difciples of Coperni
ct-1!. I-Iere the Savages catch Trouts as bigh as one's 
Thigh, with a fort of Fifhing.Hook made in the ' 
fonn of an Aw1, and n1ade faft to a piece of Brafs 
wire, which is joyn'd to the Line that teaches to 
the bottom of the Lake. This fart of Fifhery is 
carried on not only with Hooks, but with Nets, 
and that in \V inter, as well as in Summer: "'Or tbey 
make holes in the Ice at a certain diflance one frorn 
another, thro' which they conduct the Nets \Vith 
Poles. The Outaou11s and the Hurons have very plea
fant Fields, in which they fow Inditm Con, Peafe, 

and 
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ar.d Bedns, befidcs a fort of Citruls, and Melons~ 
which differs much from ours, and of which I fhall 

· take occafion to fpeak in another place. Some .. 
times , chefe Savc:ges fell their Corn very dear, 
efpecially when the Beaver-hunting happens not 
to take well : Upon which occafion they make 
fufficienc reprifals upon us for the extravagant price 
of our Commodities. 

As foon as 1 have bought up fixty fack~ of Corn, 
ea h of which may weigh fifty pound, I am to 
n1arch with my Detachment alone to St. Mary's 
Fort, in order to ingage the Stzuteurs or the Inhabi
tants of Saut Sai11t lVJarie, to joyn the OutaoutU; af
·er which we mean o tnarch with joynt Forces 
to the Country of t 1e IroqtJefe. Befides thefe., there's 
a party of a hundrtd Hurons ready to march, un
der the Command of rhe great Leader Adario, 
vhotn the French cal rhe Rat ; but they do not 

n1arch our way .I fnall v-rite to you with the firfi Op. 
porunity 'after my return from this Expedition. Per-
laps the Jefuits will fend your Letcers for me along 

\Vith Mr. Denonvilfe's to Fot t St. Jojeph, w .. 1ere I am to 
refidc:. I Dull expecc the'r arrival with the utmoft 
impatience. In the mean time I_fe 1d you a Letter 
directed to Mr. de '--'eignelai, th purport of which I 
have here fubjoyn'd. 'Twill be a e1 y fenfible ob-
igation laid upon n1e, i you vouc !afe to believe 

.htt I always am, 

SIR, 



to North· America; 

Tbe Letter direfled to /ltlr. de Scignclay. 

Honoured Sir, 
Am the Son of a Gentleman that fpent thr(le hun
dred tboufand Crowns in deepening the '.V .ater of 

the two Gaves of Bearn: He had the good luck tq 
compafs his End by conveying a great many Brooks 
to thefe two Rivers ; and the Current of tl1e Adour 
was by that means fo far firengthen' d as· to render 
the Bar of Bayonne paffable by a fifty Gun Ship, 
whereas in former times a Frigot of ten Guns dudl: 
not venture over it. 'Twas in confideration of tliis 

~ great and fuccefsful Attempt, that his Majefty gran
ted to my Fa~her and his Heirs for ever, certain Du
ties and Taxes, atnounting to tl e Sum of three thou
fand Livres a Year. This Grant was confinn'd by 
an ACt of the Council of State, dated January 9· 
I658, Sign'd Boj]uet, Collated, &c. Another Ad
vantage accruing to the King and the Province fro I 
my Father's Services, confilts in the bringing down 
of Mafts and Yards from the Pyrenean Mountains, 
which could never have been efletl:ed, if he had not 
by his Care, and by the disburfing of immenfe Sums, 
enlarged the quanticy of Water in the Gtlve of Oleron 
to a double proportion. Thefe Duties and Taxes 
which had been juft1y intaTd upon him and hi~ 
Heirs, ceas'd to be ours when he dy'd ; and to in
~ame the Difgrace, I loft his Place~, viz.,. that of be
ing a I-Ionorary Judge of the Parliatnent of Pau, and 
Chief Juftice in Eyre for the Province of Bearn; 
all which were mine by Inheritance. Thefe Loffes 
are~ w follow' cl by an unjufi Seizure that feme pre
~. r;~ed ~r~ditors ~1~ ve tr;ade of the ~arony ~f la Hon-
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;tan, of a piece of Ground that lies contiguous to it; 
and of a hundred thoufand Livres that lay in the 
hands of the Chamber of Bayonne. Thefe faithlefs 
Creditors have no other reafon to fue me, but that I 
am now in the fagg end of the World, and that they 
..are rich, and- fupported by the Credit and Protection 
of the Parliament of Pari~, where they hope to make 
good their unjufi Pretenfions in my Abfence. Lafi 
Year I obtain'd Leave to return to France, in order to 
take care of this matter; but now Mr. de DenonviUe 
has fent me with a Detachment to thefe Lakes; from 
whence I humbly petition that your Bonour would 
vouchfafe me Leave to come home the next Year, 
and at the fame time honour me with your Prore. 
ttion. I am, with .all poliible refpect, 

Tour Honours, &c. 

LETTER XV. 

Dated at Mijji!imak.inac, Sept. r8. 1688. 

Defcribing the FaU caltd Sauf St. Marie, where 
the Author peifwades the Inhabitants to joyn 
the Outaouas, ant! march againfl the Iroquefe. 
And containbtg an Account of the Occurrences 
of the Voyage between that Place and Mifiili· 
makinac. 

SIR, 

I Am now return'd from the Iroquefe Country, and 
have CjUitted the Fort of St.Jofeph, againfi my 

Will. I cannot allow my felf to doubt, but that 
you ccok care of the Letter direded for Mr. de Seig .. 
1;cl~y, which I tranfmitted to you three Months ago. 

I fet 
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I fet out from hence in my Canow, June 2. And · 

art after my Arrival at the Water-fall call'd Saut Sainte 
~~ Marie, I perfwaded forty young Warlike Fellows to 
D~ joyn the Party of the Outaouas that I mention'd in 
lt · my I aft. This Saut Sainte Marie is a Cataract, or 
Pr~ rather a Water-fall of two· Leagues in length, which 
~tv gives vent to th'e Waters of the upper Lake, and ~t 
~ the botton1 of which, not far from the Jefuits Houfe, 

there's a Village of the Outchipoues, alils Sauteurs. 
This Place is a great Thoroughfare for the Coureurs tfe 
Bou that trade with the Northern ' People, who ufu

ml ally repair to the brinks of that Lake in the Summer. 
The continual Fogg that rifes from the upper Lake, 

rt and fpreads over the adjacent Country, renders the 
Ground fa barren, that it bears no Corn. The r;th 
of th~ fame Month I fet out from the abovementi
on'd Village, being accompany'd by the forty young 
Sauteurs, who embark'd in five Canows, each of 

- which held eight Men. The r6th we arriv'd at the 
Iile of Detour, where n1y Soldiers and the Party of the 
Outaouas had tarry'd for me two days. The firfi day 
was fpent by the Outa~uas and the Sauteurs in W a.rlike 
Feafts, Dancing, and Singing, purfuant to their 
wonted Cuftom: The next day we all embark'd, 
~nd traverfing from Hie to lfie, n1ade the Hland of 
Manitoualin in four days. This Iiland is 2 5' Leagues 
long, and feven or eight broad. In former times 'twas 
poffefs'd by the Outaoua; of Talon, call'd the Otonta
gam; who were diilodg'd by the Progrefs of the lro
que(e, that has ruin'd fo many Nations. We coafhd 
upon that lile a whole day; and being favour'd by 
a Calm, crofs'd from !fie to Hle till we made the 
Eaft. fide of the Lake. In this Paffage we crofs' d be-

, tween two lflands that were fix Leagues difiant the 
one from the other; and upon that occafion our Wa
termen, who were not us)d to venture fo far out in 
their flender Boats, were fain to tugg hard at their 
Oars. The Sav.ages ·fiood out at firit, and refus'd to 

ven-
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venture fo far from Land, for they woutd rather 
Lave gone fifty Leagues about; but at )aft I over
perfwaded 'em, by reprefenting that I would have 

, been very loth to venture my own Perfon, if I had 
not been fufficiently provided againll all danger by 
an exact knowledge of the Winds and the Storms. 
The Calm continuing, we tnade the River of Theo
nontate on the 2 )th. The next day there fprung up 
a Gale fron1 the Wefi-fouth·weft, which kept us 
back for four or five days; but our fiop. was of no 
great advantage to us, for it rain'd fo heavily, that 
we cou!d not hunt. Th_is Country is the ancient 
Seat of the Hurons, as it appears from the Name they 
give to their ations in their own Language, viZt. 
Theonomateromns, i. e. the nl~abitants of Theonontate, 
But after the Iroquefe had, upon divers occafions, ta· 
ken and defeated great numbers of 'em, the refi quit
red the Country to avoid the like Fate. We re
embark'd on the 29th, and on the dr of 'July arriv'd 
at ,Fort St. Jofeph, where tpe Soldiers I had left wair
.cd for us with great Impatience. Ila\ ing landed 
~ ·11e Sacks Corn at the Fort, we fet out again on 
t~1e ;d of July, and purfued our Courfe with all di
ligence, in order to an early Appearance in the Iro
quefe Country. We fail'd through the Streight or 
J. eck, and ftood to the South-fide, of the Lake Erie; 
~nd being favour'd by the \Veather arriv~d on the 
17th in the River of Conde, which I lhall have occa
fion to cake notice of in defcribing the Lakes of ea. 
1Mda. Immediately, upon our Landing, the Savages 
fdl to work in cutting down Trees, and tnaking a 
R.edoubt of Stakes, or Pales, for the Security of our 
Canows and· Baggage, and for a fafe Retreat eo our 
felves in caf~ of necell1ty. . 

The 2oth they march'd, each Man being provi
cd with a light Covering, a Bow, and fome Arrows, 

(or elfe a Fufee) and a little Bag containing ten 
pour.d weight of the Flowr of the ltJrlirm Corn. 

They 
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They thought it moft conve~ient to keep to th 

' Banks of the River, upon which the Go;·ogoans are 
wont to fith for Sturgeon; for that Fifh, "which is 
fix foot in length, con1es out of the Lakes in hoc 
Vv'eather, and fwims up the Rivers. They hnd re
folv'd likewife, if they found the Coun"ry clear, to 
march up and furprife the Villages of the Goyogoam: 
but they were foon eas'd of that troub e; for they 
had net march'd two days when their Scouts de
fcry'd duet: hundred lroque(e: and on the other hand 
the Iroquefe fpy'd thern to fuch purpofe, that the 
Scouts efcap'd very narrowly, and had tnuch ado to 
return to the body of the Party, which immediately 
betook themfelves to flight. I was mightily furpris'd 
when I heard the Centinel of our Redoubt cry out, 

I .Aux Armes, our Men are beaten ant! pur{ued; but I was 
yet more furpriz'd when I f~w the Fugitives run at 
full fpeed, when there was no body behind them. 
When they catne up they were all filent for half ar 
hour, puduant to their Ufe and Wont; after which 
their L ader recounted to me the Part;culars of the 
Adventure. I thought at firft that their advanc' 
Guards bad miftook the number of the Enemies; 

I for I knew that the Outaouas had not the Reputation 
. of. too much Courage: but the next day a Party of 

the Iroquefe appear'd in fight of our Redoubt, whid 
gave me occafion to believe that they were in the righ~.. 
of it. Nay, this Truth was afterwards confirmed by 
a certain Slave call'd Chaouavo1J, who made his efcape 
to the Redoubt, and affur'd me, that the Iroquefe were 
not lefs than four hundred; to which he added, that 
they expected to be joyn'd by fixry more that had 
march'd forne Months before to the Country of the 
Oumamrj·, l-Ie inform' d us farther, That while the 
Marquis de Denonville was concerting n1eafures for a 
Peace with the five Nations, an Englijhmmz, of the 

ame of Aria, accompany' cl with fame others, en
deavour'd eo diifwade thcrn fro n Peace, by Orders 

. 001 
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from the Governour of Ne'lv York. In the mean time 
the Savages having prefs'd me to affill at a Council 
of War, they propos'd to lie by for a fair Wind, and 
then to embark. They reprefented, that they de
fign'd to fail to the end of the Lake, where they 
would infallibly light upon the fixcy lroquefe that I 
mention'd above; but withal, that they could not 
agree eo fet out in a Cahn, becaufe that after their 
quitting che Redoubt, and launching out, a contra
ry Wind might force 'em afhore, where their Throats 
n1ight be cut if the Enemy purfu'd 'em. I reply'd, 
That Jcwas then fuch fine Weather, that we had no. 
thing to expect but Calms; that if we tarry'd longer 
in this Place, our Enemies would thereby gain time 
to make Canows in order to a Purfuit; that fince 
the favourablenefs of the Wind was fo uncertain, we 
ought ro embark without lofs of time; that we might 
fail in the Night, and fculk in the Day-time bt=hind 
Rocks and Points of Land; and, that by this means 
the Enemy would be at a lofs to know whether we 
Hood to the South or to the North fide of the Lake. 
The Savages made Anfwer, That 'twas true thetr 
tarrying might be every way prejudicial; but 'twas 
equally true, that 1ny Expedient was dangerous: 
However, they confented to embark along with us, 
and fer chat end gumm'd their Canows. We em· 
bark'd on the 24th at night, and the Weather being 
fair, clear, and calm, made a great deal of way that 
night, and the fucceeding day. The next Evening 
we came to an Anchor, defigning eo fleep for three 
or four hours, but not to ftir out of the Canows. 
About Midnight we weigh'd our little wooden An· 
chors, and one half of the Men row,d while che o .. 
ther was at ref't. Thus did we continue to fteer with 
a great deal of Precaution and Care, rowing all 
night_, and lying by all day. 

:July 28. when we were lying almofi all a!Jeep in 
a Creek of a little Ifland, the Watch defcrying fame 

Canows 
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Canows that made towards us, wak~d fome Savages 
that had gone a-fhore to fleep the more convenient
ly. The Noife having alarm'd U$ all, we prefently 
made our felves ready to get in head of thefe Canows; 
but at the fame time, tho' we were but half a League 
off, we could not difiinguilh who they were, by rea
Con hat the Sun-beams f;1lling perpendicu1arly, made 
the Surface of the Water look like a Looking-glafs. 
Indeed there being but two of 'em, we reckon'd they 
were mann'd with Iroquefe, and that each of 'em 
contain'd at leafi twenty Men: upon which fufpi
cion, the Leader of the Sauteur1 offered to go a-1bore 
with his ~1en, and poft himfelf at the Entry of a 
Wood, from whence he would fofdy follow the Ca
nows without being difcover'd, till fuch time s w 
forc'd 'em a-fhore. At the fame time he propos'd 
that the Outaoum and my Detachment lhoul t fuffer 
'em to be within a Musket-lhot of the Ifland before 
we difcover'd our felves, or offer'd to give 'em chafeJ 
upon the apprehenfion that if we follow'd 'em cloferJ 
they would be fo far from getting on lhore, t at they 
would fight as defperate, and choofe rather to be 
kill'd or drown'd than to be taken. This Propofal 
was lik'd, and every thing was n1anag'd accordingly. 
As foon as our unknown Enemy perceiv' d us, they 
made the Shore with all imaginable Precipitation; 
and jufi: when they were going to knock their Prifo .. 
ners on the Head, the Sauteurs fell upon 'em, but 
mifs'd of their aim in taking 'em all alive; for they 
fought to the lafi gafp, like Men that knew no Me
dium betwixt Conqueft and Death. Una falm '11iflis 
nu/Jam fperare falutem. This Engagen1ent happen'd 
while we landed : however, the Sauteurs came off 
with Honour, for they loft only four Men, and of 
twenty Iroquefe they kill'd three, wound five, and 
took the reft Prifoners, fo thac not one of'e efcap'd .. 
The Iroquefe had along with them eighteen aves of 
the Oumamil, who v1erc all wounded1 and feven bi .. 
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belly'd Women, from whom we had InteUigence 
that the reft of their Party were then upon their Re
turn byo Land upon the Banks of the Lake, having 
thirty four Prifoners, of both Sexes ; and that they 
could not then be far off. When this Intelligence 
was laid before us, the Outaoum were of the opinion 
that we lhould reft fatisfied with the Feats we had 
done, upon the Plea that the above-mention'd four 
hundred Iroquefo would certainly get before us. On 
the other hand, the Sauteurs maintain'd that th~y had 

-rather perilh than fail to attempt the Refcue of thefe 
Prifoners, and the Defeat of the whole Party ; and 
that if no body would.fecond 'em, they would make 
the Attempt by themfelves. The Bravery of this 
Refolution oblig'd me to encourage and egg on the 
OutaoutlJ'. I remonfirated to 'em, that in regard the 
Sauteur s ingrofs' d the Glory of the former Ad:ion, 
they had more reafon than we to decline the rifque 
of a fecond Engagement : that if we refus'd to back 
'cm, our Cowardice would cover us with everlafiing 
Infamy : and, that in order to render the Attack 
tnore fecure, we ought to ufe a fpeedy Precaution in 
finding out fome Point or Elbow of Land where our 
Canows, our Bagg;lge, and our I>rifoners might 
be lodg'd fafe. The Outaouas had a great deal of Re
luctancy to the matter; however, after confulting 
among themfelves, they comply'd with the Propofal, 
more for Shame, than out of true Courage. Having 
laid down that joint Refolution, we made up a lirrle 
fort of a Fence in feven or eight hours, and then fent 
out Scouts on .all hands, while the main Body was 
kept in readinefs to march upon the firfi Alarm. 

Auguf14· two of our Spies return"'d upon full fpeed, 
to acquaint us that the Iroqt~efe were not above three 
L:agues off, and that" they advanc-'d towards us; and 
Withal, that upon the Road there was a little Brook, 
upon which an Ambufcado might be conveniently 
laid. This Advice animated our ~avages fo much, 

tbat 
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that they run immediately to t;tke Poffeffion of that 
advantageous Pofi: but they knew not how to make 
the right ufe of it. The OutaoutY were too hafiy in 
firing; and by lhooting at too great a diftance, gav·e 
all the Enemies an opportunity of making their Ef
cape, abating for ten or twelve whofe Heads were 
brought into the little Fort where I fiay'd. The 
Slaves indeed were all retaken, and fo refcued from 
the Cruelty of thefe Tygers; which encourag'd us 
to reft fatisfied. When the Expedition was over, we 
fiow'd thefe poor Wretches in our Canows, and 
fieer'd with all Expedition to the Streight or Neck o 
the Lake of Eluron, which we made on the 1; th~ 
We enjoy'd a great deal of Pleafure in fiemming the 
Current of that Srreight; the lflands of which, thac 
I mention'd above, were over'd wich Roe-bucks. 
This opportunity we did not flight; nor did we 
grudge our fiopping upon thefe lflands for eight 

tij days ; during which time we were bufied in i unt
ing, and refrefh'd our felves with plenty of excellent 
Fruit that was fuiiy ripe; Here the wounded and 
retaken Prifoners had an opportunity of refiing, and 
of drinking the Broth of feveral forts of Meat ; and 

· we had time to broil as much Meat as we could flow 
in our Canows, not eo mention the great numbers 
of Turkeys that we were oblig·d to eat upon the 
fpot, for fear that the heat of the Seafon would fpoil 
'cm. 

In that fpace of time the poor wounded Savages 
were carefully purg'd with fuch Roots as the Ameri
cans are well vers'd in; which I mean to explain to 
you in its proper time and place; and they wanted 
not good Reftoratives of JeUy.broth. The 24th we 
re-cmbark'd, and arriv'd at Night at Fort St. 'jofeph, 
where I found a Party of eighty OumamiJ command
ed by one Michito1;ka, who being lately return 'd front 
Niarrara, expected my Arrival with the utmo_ft im 
pad~n~e. When I landed, I was furpris'd eo fee tho 
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belly'd Women, from whom we had Intelligence 
that the reil of their Party were then upon their Re .. 
turn br Land upon the Banks of the Lake, having 
thirty four Prifoners, of both Sexes ; and that they 
could not then be far off. When this Intelligence 
was laid before us, the Outaoum were of the opinion 
that we lhould reft fatisfied with the Feats we had 
done, upon the Plea that the above-mention'd four 
hundred Iroque[e would certainly get before us. On 
the other hand, the Sauteurs maintain'd that th~y had 

~ rather perilh than fail to attempt the Refcue of thefc 
Prifoners, and the Defeat of the whole Party; and 
that if no body would fecond 'em, they would make 
the Attempt by themfelves. The Bravery of this 
Refolution oblig'd me to encourage and egg on the 
Outaout14'. I remonftrated to 'em, that in regard the 
Sauteurs ingrofs'd the Glory of the former Ad:ion, 
they had more reafon than we to decline the rifque 
of a fecond Engagement : that if we refus'd to back 
'cm, our Cowardice would cover us with everlafiing 
Infamy : and, that in order to render the Attack 
tnore fecure, we ought to ufe a fpeedy Precaution in 
finding out fome Point or Elbow of Land where our 
Canows, our Bagg~ge, and our Prifoners might 
be lodg'd fafe. The Outaoua.r had a great deal of Re
luctancy to the matter; however, after confuldng 
among themfelves, they compJy'd with the Propofal, 
more for Shame, than out of true Courage. Having 
laid down that joint Refolution, we made up a little 
fort of a Fence in feven or eight hours, and then fent 
out Scouts on .all hands, while the main Body was 
kept in readinefs to march upon the firft 'Alarm. 

Augufl4· two of our Spies return-'d upon full fpeed, 
to acquaint us that the Iroquefe were not above three 
L~gues otf, and that" they advanc:o d towards us ; and 
wuhaJ, that upon the Road there was a little Brook, 
upon which an Ambufcado might be conveniently 
laid. This Advice animated our ~avages fo much, 
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that they run immediately to take Poffeffion of that 
advantageous Poft: but they knew not how eo make 
the right ufe of it. The OutaoutY were too hafiy in 
firing; and by fuooting at too great a diftance, gave 
all the Enemies an opportunity of making their Ef
cape, abating for ten or twelve whofe Heads were 
brought into the little Foxt where I fray'd. The 
Slaves indeed were all retaken, and fo refcued from 
the Cruelty of thefe Tygers; which encourag'd us 
to reft fatisfied. When the Expedition was over, we 
fiow'd thefe poor Wretche' in our Canows, and 
fieer'd with all Expedition to the Streight or Neck of 
the Lake of Huron, which we made on the 1; th.; 
We enjoy'd a great deal ofPleafure in ftemming the 
Current of that Srreight; the lflands of which, that 
I mention'd above, were cover'd with Roe-bucks. 
This opportunity we did not flight; nor d. d we 
grudge our !lopping upon thefe Iflands for eight 
days; during which time we were bufied in f-I unt
ing, and refrefh'd our felves with plenty of exce lent 
Fruit that was fully ripe.· Here the wounded and 
retaken Prifoners had an opportunity of refiing, and 
of drinking the Broth of feveral forts of Meat ; and 
we had time to broil as much Meat as we could flow 
in our Canows, not to mention the great numbers 
of Turkeys that we were oblig"d to eat upon the 
fpot, for fear that the heat of the Seafon would fpoil 
,Clll. 

In that fpace of time the poor wounded Savages 
were carefully purg'd with fuch Roots as the Ameri
cans are well vers'd in; which I mean to explain to 
you in its proper time and place; and they wanted 
not good Refioratives of jelly-broth. The 24th we 
re-cmbark'd, and arriv'd at Night at Fort St. Jofeph, 
where I found a Party of eighty Oumami4 command
ed by one Michito11ka, who being lately return 'd front 
Niagara, expected my Arrival with the utn1oft im 
l>atien)e. When I landed, I was furpris'd to fee th 
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Fort .cra.mm'd with Savages; but on the other hand, 
they were equally afionifh'd to find in our Company 
their Country~men, to whofe hard Fortune they 
had been altogether Strangers. The joyful Meeting 
fill'd the Air with Acclamations, and Panegyricks 
rung all about to an extravagant degree. I wilh, Sir, 
you had been there to pa' take of the Pieafure of fo 
fine a Show : had you been prefent, you would 
have join'd with me in owning"that all our Fr ncb 
Rherorick cannot reach fuch pithy and fignificant .H
gures, efpecially upon the fcore of Hyperbole's, as 
made up the· bulk of the Harangues and Songs that 
thefe poor People utter'd with Rapture and Tranf. 
port. Micbitonka acquainted me, that after he went 
to the Fort of Niagara, with a Defign to make fome 
ExperHtion into the Country of the Tfonontouans, he 
found that the Scurvey had made fuch a terrible ha
vock in that Fort, that it had fwepp'd off the Com
mander, and all the Soldiers, bating twelve, who 
had the good luck to gee over it, as well as Mr. de 
Bergeres, who by the advantage of a hale Confiicuti .. 
on had ftemm'd the raging Violence of that Difiem .. 
per. He inform'd me farther, That Mr. BergereJ ha
ving refolv'd to fet out with his twelve Men for the 

ort of Frontenac, had de fir' d of him a Reinforcement 
of fon1e young Oumamis, which was granted him; 
tbat after Mr. Bergeres had embark'd, himfelf march'd 
over Land to the Country of the OmJontagues, where 
he rejoin' cl the Reinforcement he had granted to Mr. 
de Bergeres, and underftood from them, that during 
the Winter the Scr~r·ve'J had carried off as many Sol
diers at Fort Frontmac as at Niagara; and, that Mr. 
de DenonviUe was negotiating a Peace with the Iro
quefe. 

The Governour of Fort Frontenac had requefred 
JJ1ichit01;ka to engo.1ge in no Enterprife, and to return 
home with his Men ; upon which that Leader being 
·n full March homeward, was attack'd by three hun-
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dred 0nnontagues, whon1 he durfi not engage other
wife than in a running Fight, by which he loft four 
Men. Being inform,d of all thefe Circumftances, I 
confulted with the three different Nations that were 
then pofied in my Fort. After a mature Reflection 
upon the Intelligence that was laid before 'em, they 
came to this Refolution ; That fince the Marquis de 
Denonville had a mind to clap up a Peace, and the 
Fort of Niagara was abdicated, the Fore I then com
manded would be of no ufe ; that fince I had nei
ther Provifions nor Ammunition for above two 
Months, I Jhould be oblig' d at the end of chefe two 
Months to retreat to the Place from whence I now 
write; that at that time of eh~ Year our Navigation 
would be une.afie and dangerous; that in regard I 
lay under an indifpenfible neceffity of making my 
Retreat, 'twas of no great momeQt whether I march'd 
off two Months fooner or later ; and, in fine, that 
fince I had receiv'd no frelh Orders, nor no Succors, 
'twas my Bufinefs to go off along with them. This 
Refolution, which was a fufficient Argument to fway 
me, afforded matter of joy to the Soldiers, who were 
afraid of being oblig'd to a more rigorous courfe of 
Abfiinence in that Poft than they had f )rmerly un .. 
dergone; for the meafures of a critical Abfiinenc do 
not fit well upon a Soldiers Stomach. !n fine,purfuant 
to our joint Refolution, we fet fire eo the fort on 
the 27th, and embarked that fame day, and keeping 
clofe to the South lhore of the Lake that I took no
tice of in my laft, arriv'd here on the Ioth of Stptem
ber. The fJumamu march'd over Land to their own 
Country, and carry,d with 'em the Wounded, who 
were then in a condition to march. 

Upon my Arrival in this Place, I found here Mr. 
Je lt~ Dura?Jtay, whom Mr. DenonviUe has invefted 
with the Commiffion of Commander of che Coureurs 
de Bois that trade upon the Lakes, and in the Southern 
Countries of Canada. The Governour has fent me 
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Orders to return to the Colony if the Seafon and o~ 
ther Circumftances permit ; or to tarry here till the 
Spring if I forefee unfurmountable Difficulties in the 
Paffage. In the mean time he has fent me Effects 
to anfwer the Pay of my Detachment, and to fubfifi 
_.em in the Winter. Thefe Orders would be exrream 
acceptable to me, if I could but contrive how to re
turn to the Colony; but that feems to be abfolutely 
impoffible, ~nd both the French and the Savages agree 
that it is fo. There are in that Paffage fo many Wa
ter-falls, Cataracts, and Places where there's a necef .. 
fity of tedious Land-carriages, tpat I dare not run 
fuch Hazards with my Soldiers, who cannot work 
the Boats but upon ftagnating Water. Upon that 
confideration I have thQught it more proper to halt 
here till the next Year; at which time I defign to 
take the Advantage of the Company of fome French
men and Savages, that promife to take into each of 
their Canows one of my Men. In the mean time, 
I am upon the point of undertaking another Voyage, 
for I cannot mew my felf up here all this Winter. I 
defign to make the beft ufe of my time, and to_ tra· 
vel through the Southern Countries that I have fo 
often heard of, having engag'd four or five good 
Huntfn1en of the Outaoum to go along with me, 

The Party of the Hurons that I mention'd in the 
beginning of n1y Letter, return'd hither two Months 
ago, and broLJght with 'em an Iroquefe Slave, whom 
tl eir Leader prefented to Mr. Je Iuchereau, the late 
Colonel of th~ Coureurs t!e Bois, and whom that Co· 
1onel order'd to be in1mediately fhot. The crafty 
Leader acted upon that occafion a very cunning and 
malicious p.ur, th fatal Confequences of which I 
eafily forefee : He intrufted no body with the Secret 
but t11y felf; for he is my true Friend, and he kaow5 
that I am his. However, muft go no farther up
on this 111atcer, left my Let er lhould be intercepted, 
Tho' ft~r all_, if ~fly Blow werQ not ~1r ady given, 

0~ 



to NortlJ-America. 1 o J 
or if 'twere poffible to remedy it, my Friemllhip 
lhould not hinder me from acquainting Mr. Je De
flonville with the Intrigue, mat he might get clear of 
it as well as he could. If it pleafes God to allow me 
a fafe Return to France, I fuall t~ll you the Story by 
word of mouth. 

I underftand by your laft, that the King has pre..: 
ferr'd his Almoner, the Abbot of St. Valiers, to the 
BHhoprick of fb!ebec; and that this Bifhop was con .. 
fecrated in St. Sulpice's Church. This piece of News. 
would be very welcome to me, if I thought he would 
be lefs rigid than Mr. Je Laval, his Predeceffor. Bnt 
what likelyhood is there that the new Bithop will be 
of a tractable temper? If 'tis true that he has refus'd 
other good Bifhopricks, he m uft be as fcru pulous a5 

the Monk Dracontim, that St. Athanajim cenfures for 
not accepting of a Prefentation to a Bithoprick that 
was offer'd him. In fine, if he is of that fcrupulous 
Temper, his critical Stritl:nefs will fcarce go down 
in this Country ; for the People are already tyr'd 
gut with his Predeceffor's Excotnmunications. 

I am, 

S I R, 

H . LETTER. 



LETTER XVI. 

Dated at Mijjilimakinac, May 28. 1689~ 

Containing an Account of the Author's Departure 
from, and Return to, Mifl1limakinac. A De· 
fcription of the Bay ofPuants, and its Villages. 
An ample DefcriptiQn of the Beavers; foUou/d 
/;y the Journal of a remarkalle Voy'age upon the 
Long River, a;td a Map of the adjacent Country. 

SIR, 

T Hank God, I am now return' d from my Voy. 
age upon the Long River, which faiis into the 

River of Mijjiftpi. I would willingly have trac' d it 
up to its Source, if- feveral Obfiacles had not flood 
in my way. I fet out fcorn hence the 24th of Sept. 
accompany'd with my own Detachment, and the 
five Huntfmen I rnention'd in my laft; who indeed 
did me a great deal of Service. All the Soldiers were 

rovided with new Canows loaded with Provifions 
•nd Ammunition, and fuch Commodities as are pro
per for the Savages. The Wind, which flood then 
in the orth, wafted me in three days to the Bay of 
Pouteouatamil, that lay forty Leagues off. The mouth 
of that Bay is in a manner choak'd with Ifles, and 
the Bay it feif is ten Leagues broad, and twenty five 
Leagues long. 

l"he 29th we came to a little deep fort of a River, 
which difembogues at a place where the Water of 
the Lake fwells three fuot high in twelve hours, and 
decreafes as much in the fame compafs of time. Our 
tarrying there three or four days gave me an oppor
tunity of making this Remark. The Villages of the 
Siikis, the Per1teouatamM> and fome Malominis, are 

feated 
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feated on the fide of that River, and the Jefuits 
have a Houfe or College built upon it. This is a 
place of great Trade for Skins and Indian Corn, 
which thefe Savages fell to the Coureurs de Bois, as 
they come and go, it being the nearefi: and moft 
convenient Paffage to the River of Mif!tjipi. The 
Soil of this Country is fo fertile, that it produces 
(in a manner without Agriculture) our European 
Corn, Peafe, Beans, and feveral other Fruits that 

0 
are not known in France. As foon as I landed, the 
Warriours of thefe three Nations came by turns to 
my Apartment, to regale me with the Calumot-Dance, 
and with the Cnptains-Dance; the former being a figni
fication of Peace and Friendfhip, and the latter of Ref
peet and Efteem. I return'd the Compliment with a 
Prefent of fome Rolls of Br11jil Tobacco, which they 
value mightily, and fom~ fl:rings of Venice Beads, with 
which they imbroider their Coats. Next Morning 
I was invited to a Feaft with one of the three Na
tions; and after having fent to 'em fame Difhes 
and Plates, purfuant to the Cufi:om of the Country, 

' I went accordingly about Noon. They began wich 
congratulating my Arrival, and after I had return'd 
them thanks, fell a finging and dancing one after 
another, in a particular manner, of which you 
may expect a circumftantial account when I have 
more leifure. The Singing and Dancing lafi:ed for 
two hours, being featon' d with Acclamations of Joy 
and }efts, which make up part of their ridiculous 
Mutick. After that the Slaves came to ferve, and 
all the Company fat down after the Ea/fern fafhion, 
every one being provided with his Mefs, juft as our 
Monks are in the Monaftery-Halls. 

Firfi: of all four Platters were fe~ down before me, 
in the firft of which there were two white Fifh on
ly boil'd in Water; in t e fecond the Tongue 
nd Breaft of a Roe-buck boil 'd ; in the third two 

oodhens, the hind Feet or Trotters of a Bear, an 
the 
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the Tail of a Beaver, aH roafied; and the fourth 
contain'd a large1 quantity of Broth made of feve. 
ral forts of .Meat. For Drink they gave me a very 

leafant Liquor, which was nothing but a Syrrup 
of aple beat up with Water; but of this mo e 
lfewhere. The Feafi la fled two Hours; after hich 

I in treated one of the Grandees to fing or me; £ 
in all t e Ceren1onie made ufe o mong the a. 
vage~, 'cis cufion1ary to imploy ano her to et for 
'e n. I made thi Grandee a Prefent of ome pie. 
es of Tobacco, in order to oblige hhn to d: my 

part till ight. e ~t day, and. the day after, I 
vas oblig d to g~ to the Feafis of the other t o 

acions, \ ho obferv' d the fame Formalities. T 
rnofi: curious thing I faw in the Villages, was ten 
r twelve tame Beavers, that ent and came like 

Dogs from the Rivers to the Cottages, ithout firag
lin out of the Road. I ask'd the Savages if thefe 

nimals could live out of theW ter; and receivd 
hi) anfwer, that t.hey could live athoar as well 

Dogs, and that they had kept fome of 'em above 
a 'ear, without fuffering them to go near the Ri-
ers : From whence I conclude, that the Cafoifls are 

· ut in noc ranging Ducks, Geefe, and Teals, in the 
number of Amphibious Animals,as the aturaliftsare 
von to do. I had heard the fame fiory from fe

r I America s before; but being apprehenfive that 
here wer different Species of Beavers, I had a mind 
o be better inform' d : And indeed there is a parti-

cular kind of 'em, which the Savages caB the Ter .. 
1ejfrial, or Land-Be ver; but at the fan e time they 
ell you, thefe are of a different Sped s from the 

Amphibious fort; for they make Holes or Dens· 
the Earch, like Rabbets or Foxes, and ne rer go near 
the ' 7 

ater unlefs it be to drink. h y are i e-
vife c ll'd by the Savages, the lazy or ·ale kind, 
s being expell'd by the other Beavers f om the en 

nels in which thefe Animals ar lodg'd, o th 
urn 
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number of So. Thefe Kennels I mean to dcfcribe 
afterwards; in the mean time I only take occafion 
to acquaint you, that the idle fort being unwilling 
to work, are expell'd by the others, juft as \Vafps 
are by Bees; and are fo teas'd by 'e1n) that they 

· are fore' d to quit the Kennels,; which the better 
and more induftrious Race huddles up to themfelves 
in the Fens. This fupine Beaver refembles the o
ther fort in its Figure, excepting that the Hair i; 
rub'd off the Back and the Belly, which is occafi
on'd by their rubbing againft the Earth when they 
refurn to, or fiir out from their I-Ioles. 

The Writers of Natural Hifiory are very much 
out, in fancying that the Beavers cut off their own 
Tefiicles, when purfued by the 1-Iuntfmen; for that 
which the Phyficians call Caftoreum, is not lodg'd in 
the Tefiicles, but in a certain Bag that Nature feems 
to have form'd on purpofe for thefe Animals, and 
this Bag they make ufe of to clear their Teeth, af
ter the biting of fome gumtny Shrub. But fuppo
fing the Tefticles to be the proper Receptacle o 
the Caftor, we muft flill conceive that 'tis impoffi
ble for a Beaver to pull out his Tefticles, without 
rending the Nerves of the Groin, in which they are 
feated juft by the Share bone. 'Tis manifefr thar E!im~ 
and feveral other Naturalifts, were fcarce acquaint
ed with Beaver-hunting; for had they known an}' 
thing of the matter, they would never h~we ta1 'd 
of the purfuing of thefe Aninuls, which never g 
from the fide of the Pond where their Kennels are 
b4-ilt; and which dive under water upon the 
leaft noife, and return to their Dens when the 
danger is over. If thefe Creatures were but fenfi
ble of the reafon for which War is declar'd againft 
~em, they would flea rhemfelves alive ; fo 'tis d eir 
Skin only that the Huntfmen wanr, the value o · 
the Caftor being nothing in cqmparifon wich that. 

~ gr~at Beaver is twenty fix !pchys long, fro 
th~ 
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the hind-He~d, to the root of the Tail. 'Tis a. 
out three Foot and eight Inches round, its Head 

is feven Inches long, and fix broad; its Tail is four. 
teen Inches long, and fix broad, and about the mid. 
dle it has the thicknefs of an Inch and two lin~. 
The figure of the Tail is Oval ; the Sca!e with which 
'tiscover'd, and which performs the Office of what 
the Phyficians call the Epidermi4 or Scarf-skin, is an 
irregular Hexagon. The Beaver carries upon its 
Tail the Clay, the Earth and other Materials of 
\vhich they make their Banks and Kennels, or Hutrs, 
by a wonderful Inftinct. Its Ears are lhort, round 
and hollow; its Legs are five Inches long, its Feer fix 
Inches and eight Lines, and its Paws are three Inches 
and a half from the Heel to the end of the great Toe. 
Its Paws are form'd much like a Man's Hand, and 
they make ufe of 'em in feeding, as Apes do. The 
1ve Toes are joyn'd like thofe of a Duck, with a 

Membrane of a Slate-colour. Its Eyes are of the lef. 
fer fize, in proportion to the bulk of its Body, and 
bear the figure of a Rats Eyes. Before its Muzzle 
there are four Fore-Teeth or Cutters, 'Viz:.. two in 
each Jaw, as in a Rabbet, befides which it has fix
teen Grinders, that is, eight in the upper, and ~s 
many in the lower Mandible. The Cutters are a· 
bove an Inch long, and i of an Inch broad, being 
very firong and lharp like a Cutlas; for a Beaver 
utTtfted by its Afiociates, (if I may fo call its fellow 
Beavers ) cuts down Trees as big as a Hog/head; 
which I could never have believ'd, if l had not ob
ferv'd with my own Eyes, above twenty Trunks of 
Trees cut down in that falhion. A Beaver has two 
2ys of Hair ; one is long, and of a fhining black 

colour, with a grain as big as that of Mans Hair; 
the other is fine and finooth, and in Winter fifteen 
lines long: In a word, the lalt is the finell: Down 
in the 'Vor!d. The Skin of fuch a Beaver as I have 
.. ow defcrib'd, will be two pound weight, but t.he 
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price varies according to the goodnefs. In Winter 
and Autumn the Flefh of a Beaver eats very well,if it 
be roafred. Thus, Sir, I haveprefented you with .an 
exaCl: Defcription of thefe reputed Ampt ibious A
nimals which make fuch Scrudures, tbac all the Arc 
of Man <:an fcarce equal. Upon another occafion 
perhaps I may give you a circumftantial Account 
of their wonderful Structure, which I decline at 
prefent, becaufe the Digreffion would be too te .. 
dious. 

To return to my Voyage. After our arrival in 
the Bay of Ponleouatami4, we bid adieu to de Na
vigation upon the Lakes of Canada; and fettingout 
September ~ o, arriv' d 08ober 2. at the foot of the fall 
of Kakalin, after fiemming fome little Curre ts in 
the River of Puants. The next day we accompht\'d 
the fmall Land carriage, and on the )th arriv'd be-

·1 fore the ViHage of Kikapcus, in the Neighbourhood 
of which I incamp'd the next day, in or er to re
ceive Intelligence. That Vil age fiands upon the 
brink of a little Lake, in which the Savages lh 
great qu cities of Pikes and Gudgeons. I found 
only thirty or forty Men fit for War in the place, · 
for the reft were gone a Beaver-hunting fome days 
before. he 7th I reimbarq' d, and rowing ha 
made in the Evening the little Lake of Ma/r;mini4, 
where we kill'd Bucks and Buftards enougL for Sup
per. We went alhonr that Night, and built Hucts 
for our fplves upon a point of Land that lhoots out; 
by break of day I went in a Canow to the Village 
and after an hours Conference with fome of t 1e Sa
vages prefented 'em with two Rolls of Tobacco, 
and they by way of Acknowledgment, tnade me 
a prefent of two or three Sacks of Oauneal : Fo 
the fides of the Lake are cover' d with a fort of Oats, 
which grows in tufts with a tall Stalk, and of which 
the Savages reap plentiful Crops. 'The 9th I a ri·ld 
at the foot of Outagamil Fore, where I found but 
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few People ; however, they gave me a very kind 
Reception, for after dancing the Cfllumet before 
the Door of my Hutt, they made me a Prefent of 
.Venifon and Fifh. Next day they convey'd me up 
the River, to the place where their folks were hunt~ 
ing the Beavers. The 1 Ith we imbarq,d, and Ian. 
ded the 1 ;tb upon the lhoar of a little Lake, where 
the Head of that Nation refided. After we had 
rear'd up our Hutts, that General ga\Te me a Vifit, 
and inquir'd which way I intended to move. I 
made anf wer, that I was fo far from defigning to 
march toward the Nadoue/fous his Enemies, that I 
·ihould not cotne near 'em by Ioo Leagues; and to 
confirm the innocence of my Intentions, I pray'd 
him to fend fix Warrious to accompany me to the 
long River, which I defign'd to trace up to its Source. 
He reply'd, that he was extream glad to find that I 
carry'd neither Arms nor Cloaths to the Nadouejfous; 
that he faw I had not the equipage of a Coureur de 
Bois, but that on the contrary, I had fome difcove
ry in my view. At the fame time he caution'dme 
not to venture too far up that Noble River, bv 
reafon of the multitudes of People that I would 
find there, though they have no ftomach for War: 
I-Ie mean'd, that fome numerous Party might fur· 
prife rne in the Night-time. In the mean time, in· 
Head of the fix Warriours that I defir'd, he gare 
11e ten, who underltood the Lingua, and knew 
chc Country of rhe Eokoros, with whom his Na· 
cion had maintain'd a Peace of twenty years ftand
ing. I fiay'd two days with this General, during 
which time he regal'd tne nobly, and walk'd about 
with me to give me the Satisfaction of obferving the 
difpofure of the Cottages of the Beaver-hunters; 
a defcription of which, you may expect in another 
place; I prefented him with a Fufee, twelve Flint· 
fiones, two pound of Powder, four pound of BaU, 
and a little Axe, and I g<l ve each of hi~ two Sons a 
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~! great Coat, and a Roll of Brafil Tobacco: Two of 
~. the ten Warriours that he gave me, could fpeak the 
~!~ anguage of the Outaouai, which I was well pleas'd 
0

1 
with; not that I was a firanger to their o 'n Lan

!i;• guage, for between that and the Algonlein here is no 
great difference, but in regard that there were fe

~~~ veral words that puzled me. My four Outaouaswere 
r~ tranfported with this littleR einforccmcnt, and were 
~:! then fo incourage , that they told me above four 

times, that we tnight venture fatCly fo far as the 
' Plantation of the Sun. I en1barqed with this fmaJ 
: Guard the 16th about Noon, and arriv'd that Night 
Jl at the Land-carriage of Ouijconjinc, which :ve fi
l nilh'd in two days, that is, we left the River of 
:· Puants, and tranfported our Canows and Baggag 
·. to the River Ouifconfznc, which is not above thtee 

oc quarters of a League diftant, or thereabouts. I 
: fuall fay nothing of the River we left, but that 'twas 

Muddy, full of Shelves, and inclofed with a fieep 
Coaft, Marfhes, and frightful Rocks. 

· The 19th we embarqu'd upon the River Ouif
rn confine, and being favour'd by a flack Current, ar
I riv'd in four days at the place, where it emptiea it 
~ felf into the River Mijftjipi; which is about half a 
'( League broad in that part. The force of the Cur
·. rent, and the breadth of that River, is much the 
~ fame as that of the Loire. It lies :North-Eaft, and 

South-Weft; and its fides are adorn' d with Meadows, 
u lofty Trees and Firs. I obferv'd but two Iflands up

on it, though there may be more, which the dark-
, nefs of the Night hid from us as we came down. 

The 2; tl we landed upon an lfland in the River 
Mij]ifipi, over againft the River I fpoke of but now.., 
and were in hopes to find fome wild Goats there, 
but had the ill fortune to find none. The day af
ter we croft to t'other fide of the River, founding it 
every where, as we had done the day before, and 
feu ad nine toot water in the lhaUowefr place. The 
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2a of November we ma,de th~ Mou~h of the !Mtg 
River~ having firft fien1 d feveral raptd Currents of 
that River, though 'twas then at loweft Ebb. In 
dlis little paffage we kill'd feveral wild Beeves which 
we broil'd, and catch'd feverallarge Dabs. On the 
;J we enter'd the Mouth of the Long River, which 
looks like a Lake full of Buii-r ulhes ; we found in 
the middle of it a narrow Channel, upon which 
we fieer'd till Night, and then lay by to flee_p in 
our Canows. In the Morning I enquir' d of my 
ten Outagamis, if we had far to fail before we were 
clear of the Rulhes, and receiv'd this anfwer, that 
they had never been in the Mouth of that River 
before, though at the fame time they affur'd me, 
that about twenty Leagues higher, the Banks of it 
were clad with Woods and Meadows. But after 
all we did not fail fo far, for about ten a Clock 
next Morning the River came pretty narrow, and 
the Shoar was cover'd with lofty Trees; and after 
continuing our courfe the reft of that day, we had 
a profpetl: of Meadows now and then. That fame 
Night we landed at a point of Land, with a defign 
to drefs our broil'd Meat, for at that time we had 
none frefh. The next .day we ftop'd at the firft 
Ifland we fa w, in which we found neither Man 
.nor Beafi; and the Evening drawing near, I was 
unwilling to venture far into it, fo we e'en con
tented our felves with the catching of fome forry Filh. 
The 6th a gentle Gale fprung up, which wafted us 
to another Ifland about I 2 Leagues higher, where 
we landed. Our paffage to this place was very 
quick, notwithftanding the great calm that always 
prevails upon this River, which I cake to be the leaft 
rapid River in the World. But the quicknefs of the 
paffage was not the only furprifal, for I was amaz'd 
that I faw no Harts, nor Bucks, nor Turkeys, ha· 
ving n1et with >em all along in the other parts of 
my Difcovery. The 7th the fame Wind drove us 
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to a third Hland, that lay ten or twelve Leagues 
off the former, which we quieted in the Morni g. 
In this third Hland our Savages kill' d thirty or orty 
Pheafi1nts, which I was not ill pleas'd with. 

The 8th the Wind proving unfer viceable t us, 
by reafon that 'twas intercepted by Hills cover'd 
with Firs, we ply'd our Oars; and about two in the 
After noon, defcry'd on the lefc [land large Mea
dows,and fome Hutts at the difiance of a quarter of a 
League from the River. Upon this Difcovery, our 

, Savages and ten of the Soldiers jump'd upon the 
fhoar, and directed their courfe to the Houfes, where 
they found fifcy or fixcy Huntfmen prepar'd to re
ceive 'en1, with their Bows and Arrows. As foon 
as the Huntfmen heard the voice of the Outagamit, 
they threw down their Arms, and prefentPd the 
Company with fame Deet that they had juft kill'd, 
which they likewife help'd to carry to my Canows. 
The Benefactors werefome of the Eokoros, who had 
left their Villages, and come thither to hunt. I pre"' 
fenced 'em, more out of Policy, than Acknowledg. 
tnent, with Tobacco, Knives and Needles, which 
they could not but admire. Upon this, they re
pair'd with expedition to their Villages, and gave 
their Affociaces to underfiand, what a good fort of 
People they had met with ; which l'lad fo much in
fluence, that the next day towards the Evening, 
there appear' cl upon the River fide above two thou
fand Savages, who fell a dancing as foon as they 
defcry'd us. Thereupon, our Ot~tagamil went alhoar, 
and afcer a :fhort Conference, fome of the princi
pal Savages imbarqu'd on board of our Canows, 
and fo we all fteer'd to the chief Village, which we 
did not reach till Midnight. I order' d our Hucts 
to be made up on a point of Land near a little Ri-
ver, at the difiance of a quarter of a League from 
the Village. Though the Savages prefs'd me ex· 
treamly to lodge in one of their Villages, ... ~t none 

I \vent 



'"114 _ So1ne New Voyages 
went with 'em but the Outagamil, and the fourou. 
taout14, who at the fame time caution'd the Savages 
noc to approach to our Camp in the Night- time. 
Next day I allow'd my Soldiers eo refrelh and reft 
themfelves; and went my felf to vifit the Gran· 
dees of this Nation, to whom I gave Prefents of 
Knives, Ciffars, Needles, and Tobacco. They gave 
me to underftand, that they were infinitely well 
pleas'd with our arrival in their Country, for that 
they had heard the avages of other .Nations fpeak 
very honourably of the French. I took leave of 'em 
on the 12th, and fet out with a Convoy of five or 
fix hundred Savages, who march'd upon the lhoar, 
keeping pace with our C anows. We pafs'd by a· 
no[ her Village that lay to the right Hand, and ftop'd 
at a third Village that was five Leagues difiant from 
the firfi, but did not difimbarque: For all that I 
defign'd, was to make a Prefent to the leading Men 
of the Village, from whom I receiv'd more Indian 
Corn, and broil'd or d1 y'd Meat, than I had occafion 
for. In fine, I pafs'd from Village to Villotge without 
flopping, unlefs it were to incamp all Night, or to 
prefent the Savages with fotne Trinkets; and fo 
fieer'd on to the Iaft Villctge, with a defign to get 
fame Intelli~ence. As foon as we arriv'd at the 
end of this Village, the Great Governour, who in
deed was a venerable old Gentleman, fent out Hunt
ers to bring us good Cheer. f-Ie inform'd me, that 
fixty Leagues higher I fhould meet wirh the Nation 
of the Ej]anapes, who wag'd War wi~h him ; that 
if it had not been for their being at War, he would 
have given me a Convoy to their Country; that, 
however he mean'd to give up to me fix Slaves of 
that Country, which I might carry home, and make 
ufe of as I faw occafion; and that in failing up the Ri· 
\·e~, I had nothing o fear, but the being turpriz'd 
in the Night-time. In fine, afcer he had inftruded 
me in fe~cral very ufeful Circumftances, I immedi· 
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ately made every thing ready for my Departure~ 
The Commanders of this People acquainted me 

that they had twelve Villages peopled by 2oooo 
W arriours ; that their number was much greater 
before the War, which they wag'd at one time with 
the Nadonej]is, the animoba, and the Ejjanapes The 
People are very civil, and fo far from a wild Sa\Tage 
temp r, that they have an Air of Humanity and 
Sweetnefs. Their Hutcs are long, and round at the top, 
not unlike chofe of our Savages ; but they are made of 
Reeds and Bul1 !h•;s, inte1lac'd and cemented with a 
fort of fac Earth. Both the Men and the Women go na
ked all over, excepting their Privities. The Women are 
not fo handfom~ as thofe 1 10 li ·e.upon the Lakes of 
Canada. There feems to be fomething of Govern
ment and Subordination amon ·s o ; and 
they have their Houfes fortified wi h the branc es 
of Trees, and Fafcines ftrengthen'd with fat Earth. 

The 21jf we imbarqu'd at the bi·eak of day, and 
landed that Night in an lfiand cover'd with Stones 
and Gravel, having pafs'd by another at which I 
would not put in, becaufe I would not n·ght the 
opportunity of the Wind, which then ftood very 
fair. Next day the Wind fianding equally fair, 
we fet out and continued our courfe aH rhat Day, 
and the following Night; for the fix Ejfanapes in .. 
form' d us, that the River was clean, and free from 
Rocks and Beds of Sand. The 2j we landed e.uly 
in the Morning on the right fide of the River, in 
order to careen one of our Boats that fprung a 
I .. eak. While that was a doing, we dreft fome V e .. 
nifon that had been prefented me by the Comman
der of the laft Village of the Eokoros ; and the ad .. 
jacent Country being replenifh d with Woods, the 
Savages of our Company went a !h.ooring in the 
Forefts; but they faw nothing but fiuaH Fowls. that 
they did not think fit to lhoot at. As foon as we 
reimbarqu'd, the Wind fell all of a fudden, and fo 
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we were forc'd to ply the Oars; but t mofi of the 
Crew having flept but little the Night before, they 
row'd but very faintly, which oblig'd me to put in 
at a great Ifland two Leagues higher ; the fix Ef
fanapes Slaves having inform'd n1e, that this Ifland 
afforded great plenty of Hares, which I found to 
be true. Thefe Animals had a lucky Infiincr in 
taking fhelter in this Ifland, for there the Woods 
are fo thick, that we were forc'd to fet fire to fevee 
ral places, before we could diflodge 'em. 

Having made an end of our Game, my Soldi.. 
ers fed heartily, and thereupon fell fo found afleep, 
that I could fcarce get 'em wak'd upon a falfe AA 
Jarm, occafion'd by a Herd of Wolves that made a 
noife among the Thickets upon the Continent. We 
reimbarqued next day at~a Clock in the Morn. 
ing, and did not run abov,tUWelve Leagues in two 
days, by reafon that the s,vages of our Company 
would needs walk along the River fide with their 
Guns, to fhoot Geefe and Ducks ; in which they had 
very good Succefs. After that we incampt juft by the 
Mouth of a little River on the right fland, and the 
Ej]tmapes Slaves gave n1e notice, that the firfi of their 
Villages was not above fixteen or eighteen Leagues 
Clff. Upon this Information, I fent, by the advice 
of the Savages of our Company, two of the Slaves 
to give notice of our arrival. The 26th we row'd 
briskly, in hopes to reach the firft Village that day; 
but being retarded by the huge quantities of float
ing Wood, that we met in feveral places, we were 
foj£d~continue all Night in our Canows. The 
27th about ten or eleven a Clock we approach'd eo 
the Village, and after putting up the great Calumet 
of Peace upon the Prow of our Canows, lay upon 
our Oars. 

~pon our firft appearance, three or four hundred 
E.fi~napes came running to the lhoar, and, after dan· 
ciug juft over againfi us, · nvited us alhoar. As foon 
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as we came near the /hoar, they began to jump in-
to our Canows; but I gave 'em to know by the 
four Ejfanapes Slaves, that I defir'd they fhould re ... 
tire, which they did immediately. Then I landed, 
being accompany'd with the Savages of our Com
pany, namely, the Outagamk·, and the Outaoull4', and 
with twenty Soldiers. At the fame time I gave or
ders to my Sergeants, to land and poft Centries. 
As we ftood upon the fhoar, all the Ejfanapes profira
ted themfelves three or four times before us, with 
their Hands upon their Foreheads ; after which we 
were convoy'd to the Village with fuch Acclamati
ons of Joy, as perfectly fiun'd us . Upon our arri
val at the Gate, our Conductors fiop'd us, till the 
Governour, a Man of fifty years of Age, march'd 
out with five or fix hundred Men arm'd with Bows 
and Arrows. The Outagttmis of my Company per
ceiving this, charg'd 'em with lnfolence in receiv
ing Strangers with their Arms about 'em, and call'd 
out in the Eokoros Language, that they ought to Jay 
down their Arms. But the EjJanapes Slaves that I 
had fent in the day before, came up to me, and 
gave me to underftand, that 'twas their cuftom to 
ftand to their Arms on fuch occafions, and that 
there was no danger in the cafe. However, the ob
fiinate Outagami4 oblig'd us to retire immediately L. 
to our Canows: Upon which the Leading Officer, 
and the whole Battalion, flung their Bows and Ar
rows a fide all on a fudden. Then I return' d, and 
our whole Company enter'd the Village with their 
Fufees in their Hands, which the Savages admir'd 
mightily. The Leader of the Savages conducted us 
to a great Hutt, which look'd as if no body had 
liv'd in it before. When I and my twenty Soldiers 
had en ter'd the place, they ftop'd the OutaKamil, 
affirming, that they did not deferve the priviledge 
of entring within the Cottage of Peace, fince t ey 
had endeavour' d to create a difference1 and occafi-
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on a War between us and the Ejfanapu. In the 
mean time I order'd my Men to open the Door, 
and to call out to the Outagamit, that they lhould 
offer no manner of Injury: But the Outagami& in 
ftead of. coming in, prefs'd me to return with all 
experlitinn to the Canows, which accordingly I 
c:lid, wichout lofs of time, and carry'd with me the 
four Ej}anapes Slaves, in order to leave 'em at the firfi 
Village we came to. We had no fooner imbarqued, 
than the two other Slaves came to acquaint me that 
the Governor would flop me in his River ; but 
the Outagami.t made anfwer, that he could not do 
that without throwing a Mountain into it. In 
fine, we did not ftand to difpute the matter ; and 
tho' 'twas then late, we row' d firaight to the next 
Village, which lay about three Leagues off. Du. 
ring the time of this paffage, I us' d the precaution 
of taking from my fix Slaves an exatl: information 
of the Conftitution of their Country, and particu
larly of the principul Village. They having a!fur'd 
me, that the Capital Canton was !eated upon a 
fort of a Lake, I took up a Refo!ution of not 
flopping at the other Villages, where I fhould on\y 
lofe time, and lavifh my Tobacco, and fteering di· 
recHy to the Metropolitan, in order to complain to 
their Generaliliimo. · 
· We arriv'd at the Capital Canton on the 3d of 
November, and there met with a very honourable 
Reception. The Outagamis of our Company corn· 
plain'd of the affront they had receiv'd; but the 
Head General being already inform'd of the mat
ter, made anfwer, that they ought to have carry'd 
off the Governour or ~eading Officer, and brought 
him along wich them. In palling fron1 the firfi Vil· 
lage to this we run fifry Leagues, and were follow'd 
by a Proceffion of PeoP.le, that ~ere much more 
fociable thaq the Governour that offer'd us that Af· 
front. Af~e~ our Men had fic~ed up our Hutts at 
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the diftance of a Cannon fhot from the Village ; 
we went in a joynt body with the Outagamis and 
the Outaoum, to the Cacick of that Nation; and in 
the mean time the Effanapes Slaves were brought be .. 
fore him by ten of my Soldiers. I was actually in the 
prefence of this petty King, when thefe Slaves fpent 
half an hour in proftr2ting themfelves feveral times 
before hitn. I made him a Prefent of Tobacco, 
Knives, Needles, Ciffars, two Firelocks with Flints, 
fome Hooks, and a very pretty Cutlas. He was 
better fatistied with thefe trifling things, which he 
had never feen before, than I could have been with 
a plentiful Fortune. He teftified his Acknowledg
ment of the Gift, by a Counter-prefent that was 
more folid, though not much more valuable, as 
confifiing of Peafe, Beans, Harts, Roe-bucks, Geefe 
and Ducks, of which he fent great plenty to our 
Camp: And indeed, we were extreamly well fatis .. 
fied with fuch a feafonable Prefent. He gave me 
to know, That, fince I defign'd to vifit the Gnacfi
tares, he wo ld give me a Convoy of two or three 
hundred Men: That the Gnacjitares were a very ho
nefi fort of People ; and that both they and his 
People were link'd by a common intereft in guard
ing off the Mozeemlek, which were a turbulent and 
warlike Nation. He added, that the Nation lafi: 
n1ention'd were very numerous; that they never 
took the Field without twenty thoufand Men at leafi:; 
That to reprefs the lncurfions and Infults of that 
-dangerous Enemy, the Gnacfitares and his Nation had 
maintain'd a Confederacy tor fix and twenty years; 
and that his Allies (the Gnacfitares ) were forc'd to 
take up their Habitation in lfiands, where the Ene
my cannot re~ch 'em. I was glad to accept of his 
Convoy, and return'd him many thanks. I ask'd 
four Pirogues of him, which he granted very frank
ly, allowing me to pick and choofe that number out 
of fifty. Having thus concerted my Meafures, I 
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was refolv'd to lofe no time; and with that view 
order'd my Carpenters to plane the Pirogues ; by 
which cbey were thinner and lighter by one haif. The 
poor innocent People of this Country, could not 
conce~ve ho-~ we work'd with an Axe; every ftroke 
we gave they cry'd out, as if they had feen fome 
new J>, odigy ; nay, the firing of Pifiols could not 
divert 'en1 from that Amazement, though they were 
c llv ltrangers both to the Piftol and the Axe. 
As ;<_: 1ny Pirogues were got ready, I left my 
Canows vith the Governour or Prince, and beg'd 
of him that they might remain untouch'd by any 
body ; in which point he was very fait~ful to me. 

I cannot but acquaint you in this pl.1ce, that the 
higher I went up the River, I met with more dif. 
cretion fr01n the Savages. But in the mean time I 
muft -not ta~e leave of the laft Village, without giv
~ng fome account of it. 'Tis bigger than all the 
~eft, and is the Refidence of the Great Commander 
or Generalilftmo, whofe Apartment is built by it 
felf towards the fide of the Lake, and furrounded 
'!-Vi h fifty otber Apartments, in which all his Rela
tions are lodg' d. \V hen he walks) fiis way is firow'd 
with the leaves of Trees : But comtnonly he ii 
carry'd by fix Slaves. is Royal Robes are of the 
fame Magnificence with tl ofe of the Commander 
of the Okoros : For he is naked all over, excepting 
nis lower parts) which are cover'd with a large 
Scarf made of the Earks of Trees. 1·he large extent 
of t\is Vil!age might jufily in title it to the name of 
a City. The Houfes are built almofl: like Ovens, 
but they are large and high ; and moll: of 'em are 
cf Reeds cemented with fat Earth. The day be-
ore I left this place, as I was walking about, I faw 

thirty o for y Women running at full fpced; and 
being furpris'd with the fpecbde, fpoke to the Ou
tagamis to order my four Slaves to ee \ hat the matter 

as; for thefe Slaves were my only Interpreters in 
this 
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this unknown Country. Accordingly they brought 
, n1e word, that 'twas fome new married Women, 

who were running to receive the Soul of an old 
Fellow that lay a dying. From thence I concluaed, 
that the People were Pythagoream ; and upon that 
Apprehenfion, ask'd 'em how they came to eat A
nimals, into which their Souls n1ight be transfus'd: 
But they made anfwer, that the Tranfmigration of 
Souls is always confin'd to the refpetl:ive Species, 
fo that the Soul of a Man cannot enter into a Fowl, 
as that of a Fowl cannot be lodg'd in a quadruped, 
and fo on. The Okoros, of both Sexes, are fully as 
handfom and as clever, as this People. 

December the 4th, I took leave of this Village, ha
ving ten Soldiers on board of my Pirogue, befides 
the ten Oumamis, the four Outaouas,and the four Ejfa
napes Slaves, that I have mention'd fo often. Here 
ended the Credit and Authority of the Calumet o£ 
Peace, for the Gnacjitm·es are not acquainted with 
that Symbol of Concord. The firft day we had 
enough to do to run fix or feven Leagues, by rea
fan of the Bulrulhes with which the Lake is in
cumber' d. The two following days we fail'd twen
ty Leagues. The 4th day a Weft-North-Weft wind 
furpris'd us with fuch a boiflerous violence, that we 
were forc'd to put afhoar, and lay two days upon 
a fandy Ground, where we were in danger of ftar
ving for Hunger and Cold ; for the Country was fo 
ba Ten, that we could not find a chip of Wood 
wherewith to warm our felves, or to drefs our Victu
als; and as far as cur Eye could reach, there was 
nothing to be feen but Fens cover'd with Reeds 
and Clay, and naked Fields. Having indur'd this 
Hardfhip we fet out again, and row'd to a little 
Ifland, upon which we incamp'd, but found no
thing there but green Fields; however, to make fome 
amends we filh'd up great numbers of little Trouts, 
upon which we fed very heartily. At lafi, afcer 

failing 
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failing fix days more, we arriv'd at the Point or 
Lands-end of that Hland which you fee mark'd in 
my Map with a Flower-de-luce. 'Twas then the 
I9th day of December, and we had not yet felt all 
the rigorous Hardlbips of the Cold As foon as I 
had landed and fitted up my Tents or Hutts, I de
tach'd my Ejfanapes Slaves to the firft of the three 
Villages that lay before us; for I had avoided flop
ping at fome Villages in an Ifland upon which we 
coafted in the Night- time The Slaves return'd in 
a great Alarm, occafion'd by the unfavourable An
fwer they receiv·d from the GnacjitareJ, who took us 
for Spaniards, and were angry with them for con
duCting us to their Country. 1 :fhall not be minute 
jn every Particular that happen'd, for fear of tyring 
y our Patience. ;Tis fufficient to acquaint you that 
upon the Report of my Slaves I immediately em
bark'd, and\ pofted my felf in another IOand that 
Jay in the middle between the great lfland and the 
Continent; but I did not fuffer the Ej}'anapes to be 
in my Camp. In the mean time the GnacjitareJ fer.t 
expeditious Couriers to the People that live eighty 
Lea ues to the Southward of them, to defire they 
,.vould fend fome of their number to examine us; for 
that People were fuppos'd to be well acquainted with 
the SparJi ~,1~·d.s of Ne1v Mexico. The length of the 
Journey did not difcourage 'em, for they came as 
chearfuily as if it had been upon a Ndtional Con
cern : and after taking a view of our Cloaths, our 
<;words, our Fufees, our Air, Complexion, and 
Jnanner of Speech, were forc'd to own that we were 
not true Sptminrds? Thefe Confiderations, join'd to 
the Account I gave 'em of the ReJfons upon which 
I undertook the Voyage, of the War we were ingag'd 
in againfi Spain, and of the Country to the Eaftward 
r:hat we po!fefs'd; thefe, I fay, had fo much inftu-
nce, as to undeceive 'em. Then they invited me 
o encatnp in their Iqand, and brought me a fort ?f 
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Grain not unlike our Lentils, that grows plentifully 
in that Country. I thank'd 'em for their Invitation, 
and told 'em that I would noc be oblig'd to difiruft 
them, nor give them any occafion to diftruft me. 
However, I crofs'd with my Savages and ten Sol
diers well arm'd ; and after breaking the Ice in cer
tain places (for it had freez'd hard for ten or twelve 
days) I landed within two Leagues of one of their 
Villages, to which I walk'd up by Land. 'Tis need
)efs to mention the Particulars of the Ceremony with 
which I was receiv'd, it being the fame with what I 
defcrib'd upon other occafions; I fhall only take occa
fion to acquaint you, that my Prefents made a won
derful lmpreHion upon the Minds of thefe People, 
whom I lliall call a rafcally Rabble, tho' at the fame 
time they are the politefl Nation I have yet feen in 
this Country. Their Governour bears the Figure of 
a King more than any of the other Commanders of 
the Savages. He ha: an abfolute Dominion over all 
the Villages which are defcrib'd in my Map. In this 
and the other Iflands I faw large Parks, or lnclofures, 
frock 'd with wild Beeves for the ufe of the People. I 
had an Interview for two hours together with the Go• 
vernour, or the Cacick; and almoft our whole Confe
rence related to the Spaniards of New Mexico, who, as 
he aff'ured me, were not diUant from his Country a
bove eighty Tazous, each of which is three Leagues. I 
muft own indeed, 1 was as curious upon this Head 
as he was ; and I wanced an Account of the Spani
ards from him, as much as he did from me : In fine, 
we reciprocally inforrn'd one another of a great ma
ny Particulars relating to that Head. He requefied 
n1e to accept of a great Houfe that was prepar'd for 
me; and his firfi piece of Civility confifted in calling 
in a great many Girls, and preHi 'g me and my Re
tinue to ferve our felves. Had this Temptation been 

· thrown in our way at a more feafonable time, it had 
prov' d irr~fiftible; but 'twas not an agreeable Mefs 
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for Paffengers that were infeebled by Labour and 
Want. Sine Cerere & Baccbo {rtget Venm. After he 
made us fuch a Civil Proffer, the Savages, upon my 
infta ce, reprefen.ed to him, that my Detachment 
expected me at a certain hour, and that if I ftay'd 
longer, they would be in pain for me. This Adven
ture happen'd on the 7th of January. 

Two days after, the Cacick came to fee me, and 
brought with him four hundred of his own Subjects, 
and four Moz..eemlek Savages, whom I took for Spa .. 
niards. My Miftake was occafion'd by the greatdif. 
ference between thefe two American Nations; for, 
the Moz..eemlek Savages were cloath 'd, they had a 
thick bufhy Beard, and their Hair hung down un
der their E-- rs; their Complexion was fwarthy, their 
Addrefs was civil and fubmiffive, their Meen grave, 
and their Carriage engaging. Upon thefe Confide
rations I could not imagine that they were Savages, 
tho' after all I found my felf n1illaken. Thefe four 
Slaves gave me a Defcription of their Country, which 
the Gnt1cjitares reprefented by way of a Map upon a 
Deer's Skin; as you fee it drawn in this Map. Their 
Villages ftand upon a River that fprings out of a ridge 
of Mountai 1s, from which the Long River likewife 
derives its Source, there being a great many Brooks 
th~re which by a joint Confluence form the River. 
When the GnacfjtlJres have a mind to hunt wild 
Beeves, they feuflit in Pirogues, which they make ufe 
of till they cohte to the Crofs n1,uk 'd thus ( +) in 
the Map, at tbe Confluence of two little Rive s. The 
Hunting of the wild Bulls, with which all the Val· 
leys are cover'd in Sumn1er, is !omecimes rhe occafi· 
on of a cruel War: For the other Crofs ( -j-) which 
you fee in the Map is one of the Boundaries or Li· 
mits of lvtozeemlek; and if either of thefe two Nati· 
ons advances buc a little beyond their Limits, it give) 
Rife to a bloody Engagement. The Mountains I 
fpoke of but now, ar fix: Leagues broad, and fo high 

that 
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that one mufl: caftan infinity of Win ·.,gs and Tur4 
nings before he can crofs 'e.m. Bears and wild I eaflg 
are their only Inhabitants. 

The Moz:.eemleck Nation is nutnerous and puiffant. 
The four Slaves of that Country inform'd n1e, that 
at the diftance of I ro Leagues from the Place where 
I then was, their principal River empties it felfinto 
a Salt Lake of three hund ed Leagues in Circumfe
rence, the mouth of which is about two Leagues 
broad: That the lower part of that River is adorn'd 
with fix noble Cities, furrounded with Stone cemen
ted with tat Earth : That the Houfes of thefe Cit · es 
have no Roofs, but are open above like a Platform, 
2s you fee 'em drawn in the Map: That befides the 
abovemention'd Cities, there were above an hundred 
Towns, great and fmall, round that fort of Sea, up
on which they navigate with fuch Boats as you fee 
drawn in the Map: That the People of that Country 
made Stuffs, Copper Axes, and feveral other Manu
fatl:ures, which the Outagamis and my other Jnter
preters could not give me to underftand, as being al
together unacquainted with fuch things: That their 
Government was Defpotick, and lodg'd in the hands 
of one great Head, eo whom che reft paid a tren1-
bling Submiffion: That the People upon that Lake 
call then1felves Tahuglauk, and are as numerouc; as 
the Leaves of Trees, ( fuch is the Expreffi n d t the 
Savages ufe for an Hyperbole:) That the M zetm k 
People fupply the Cides or Towns of the 7tzbuglauk 
with great numbers of little Calves, which they take 
upon the abovemention'd Mountains: and, That 
the Tahuglaule make ufe of thefe Calv s for {( ver 
ends; for, they not only eat their Flefh, but biing 
"em up to Labour, and make Cloaths, Bo ts, d·c. 
of their Skins. They added, That 'twas t eir M if
fortune to be took Prifoners by the Gnacfitares in the · 
War which had lafied for eighteen YealS; bur, tha 
they hoped a Peace would be fpeedily concluded, 

upon 
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upon which the Prifoners would be exchang'd, pur .. 
fuanc eo the ufual Cuftom. They glory'd in the 
poifdiion of a greater meaftire of Reafon than the 
Gna~(itares could pretend to, to whom they allow no 
n'ore chan the Figure of a Man; for they look upon 
~em as Beafts otherwife. To my mind, their Notion 
upon c 1is I-Iead is not fo very extravagant; for I ob .. 
fen·'d fo tnuch l-Ion our and Politenefs in the Con
vedation of thefe four Slaves, that I thought I had 
to do with Europeans: But, after all, I muft confefs, 
that the Gnacjita res are the mofi tractable Nation I 
met with among all tbe Savages. One of the four 
Mozeemlek Slaves had a reddifu fort of a Copper Me
dal hanging upon his Ne~k, the Figure of which is 
reprefented in the Map. I had it melted by l\.1r. de 
Ponti's Gun-fmith, who underftood fomething of 
Mettals; but it became·thereupon heavier, and deep
er colour'd, and withal fomewhat tradable. I defir~d 
the Slaves to give me a circumftantial Account of 
thefe Medals; and accordingly they gave me to un
derfiand, that they are made by the Tahuglauk, who 
are excellent Arrizans, and put a great value upon 
fuch Medals. I could pump nothing farther out of 
"'em, with relation to the Country, Commerce and 
Cufioms of that remote Nation. All they could fay 
was, that the great River of that Nation runs all a
long Weftward, and chat the fait Lake into which ic 
falls is three hundred Leagues in Circumference, and 
thirty in breadth, ics Mouth firetching a great way 
to the Southward. I would fain have fatisfied my 
Curiofitv in being an eye-witnefs of the Manners 
and Cuftoms of the Tahu.z. lauk; but that being im
practicable, I was fore' d to be inftrutled at fecond 
hand by thefe A1cz.,eemltk Slaves; who aiTur'd me, 

. upon the Faith of a Sav~ge, that the Tahuglauk wear 
their Beards two Fingers breadth long; that their 
Garments reach down eo their Knees; that they co
ver their Heads with a fharp-pointed Cap ; thac they 
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n1enca. 
always wear a long Stick or Cane in their hands, 
which is tipp'd, not unri.e what we ufe in Eu
rope; that they wear a fi rt of Boots upon their Legs 
which reach up to the Knee; chat their Women ne
ver fhew hemfelves which perhaps proceeds from 
the fame Principle chat prevails in Italy and Spain; 
and, in fi e, chat this People are always at War with 
the puiflant Narions that are feared in the Neigh
bourhood of the Lake ; bur withal, that they never 
difquit:t che ftrowling Nations that fall in their way, 
by reafon of their Weaknefs: An admirable Leffon 
for fome Princes in the World, who are fo much in
tent upon the making ufe of the ftrongefi hand. 

This was all I could gather upon that Subject. My 
Curiofity prompted me to defire a more particular 
Account ; but unluckily I wanted a good Interpre
ter: and having to do with fever;d Perfons that did 
not well underftand themfelves, I could make no ... 
thing of their incoherent Fuftian. 1 prefented the 
poor miferable Slaves with fomething in propcrtion 
to the Cuftom of that Country, and endeavour'd to 
perfwade 'em to go with me to Canada, by making 
'em fuch Offers as in their efteem would appear like 
Mountains of Gold: but the love they had for their 
Country ftifted all Perf wafion ; fo true it .is, that N a
tu re reduc'd to its jufl: Limits ~ares but little for 
Riches. 

In the mean time it began to thaw, and the Wind 
chop'd about to the South-weft; upon which I gave 
notice to the great Cacique of the GtJacjiJares, tlut I 
had a mind to return to Cmzada. Upon thatoccafion 
I repeated tny Prefents ; in compenfation of which, 
my Pir gues were fiow'd with Beef as fuli as they 
could hold. This done, em bat k 'd, and crofs'd o
ver frotn t~e little Hland .. o the Continent, ,. ·here 
fix'd a great long i ole~ with the Arms of Frtznce' done 
upon a Pia e of Lead. I fet out the 26th of Jmm,ly, 
and arriv'd fafe on the )th of February in the Countr 

of 
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of the Effanapes. We had much more pleafure in 
failing down the River, thap we had in going up· 
or we had the agreeable diverfion of feeing feverai 

untfmen /hooting the \V ater-Fowl, that are plen
t iful upon that River. You muft know, that the 

tream of the Long River is all along very fiack and 
eafie, abating for about three Leagues between the 
fourteenth and fifceenth Village ; for there indeed its 
Current n1ay be call'd rapid. The Channel is fo 
firaight, that it fcarce winds at all from the IIead to 
the Lake. 'Tis true 'tis not very pleafant; for moft 
of its Banks have a difnul Profpeet, and the Water 
it felf has an ugly Tafte: but then its Ufefulnefs at
tones for fuch Inconveniencies; for, 'tis navigable 
with the greatefi eafe, and will bear Barques of fifcy 
Tun, till you c01ne to that place which is mark'd 
with· a Flower-de-luce in the Map, and where I put 
up the Pofi that n1y Soldiers chriften'd la Hontau's Li
mit. March 2. I arriv'd in the Mif]ifipi, which was 
then much deeper and more rapid than before, by 
reafon of the Rains and Land-floods. To fave the 
Labour of Rowing, we then left our Boats to the 
Current, and arri;r'd on the Ioth in the lihnd of 
Re11contres, which took its Name from the Defeat 
of 4oo lrcqu~{e, accomplifh'd there by 1 oo Nadou~f]is. 
The Story of the Encounter is briefly this: A Party 
of 4co Ircquefe having a mind to furprife a certain 
People in- the Neighbourhood of the Otentas (of whom 
more anon) n arch'd eo the Country of the I!line{e, 
where they built Canows, and were fuinifh'd wich 
Provif]ons. After chat they en1bark'd upon the Ri
ver !vtij]ifipi, and were difcover'd by another little 
Fleet that was faiiing down the ot:1er fide of the fame 
River. The lfoqueje cro!S' d over im1nediacely to chat 
Ifland, which is fince call'd A;·tx Rmcontres. The 
Nr$rlot'dfi:J, i. e. the other little Fleet, being fufpici
ous of forne ill Defign, withouc knowing what Peo .. 
ple they were, (for they h d no knowledge of the 
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lroque{e but by I-I ear. fay; upon this fufpicion, I fay, 

they tugg'd ha d to cotne up witb 'em. The two 

Armies pofted themfelves upon the point of the 

Ifland, where the two Croifes are put down in the 

Map;. and as foon as the Nadt/uej]is came in fight, the 

Iroquefe cry' d out in the I!linefe Language, T17ho are ye? 

To which the Nadoue!Jis anfwer'd, Some body: And 

putting the like QJeftion to the lroqueje, receiv'd the 

fame Anfwer. ~~hen the Iroquefe put this Queftion 

to 'em, Where are you a gohzg ? J;'o hunt Beeves, reply'd 

the Nadouej]is. But pray, fays the Nadvu~!]is, what's 

')'OtJr bujine{s? To hum Men, reply' cl the Iroquefe. 'TiJ 

well, fays the Nartloueflis, we are mm, and fo you need 

go 110 farther. Upon this Challenge the two Parties 

difembark'd, and the Leader of the Naclouejjis cut his 

Canows to pieces; and after reprefenting to his War

riours that they behov'd either to Conquer or Die, 

1narch'd up to the Iroqucfe; who receiv'd 'em at firft 

Onfet with a Cloud of Arrows : But the Nadouejjis 

having flood their firft Difcharge, which kill'd 'ent 

eighty Men, fell in upon 'em with their Clubs in 

their hands, before the others could charge again; 

and fo routed 'em entirely. This Engagement lafi:ed 

for two hours, and was fo hot, that t vo hundred 

and fixcy lroquefo fell upon the f pot, and the reft were 
all taken Prifoners. Some of tbe Iroquefe indeed at .. 

tempted to make their Efcape after the Action wa5i 

over ; bur the victorious General fent ten or twelve 

of his Men to purfue 'em in one of the Canows that 

he had taken: and according\/ they were all over

takep. and drown' d. The Naclouej]is having obtain'd 

this Victory, cut off the Nofes and Ears of two of 

the clivereft Prifoners; and fupplying 'em with Fu 

fees, Powder, and Ball, gav 'em the liberty of re 

turning to their own Country, in order eo give their 

Country-men to underftand, that they ought n t t 

mnloy \V omen to hun after I\·1en an/ longer. 

to North· America. 
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The 12th we arriv'd at the Village of the Otentllf, 

where we took in a plentiful Provifion of Turkey 
Corn, of which thefe People have great fiore. They 
inform'd us, that their River was pretty rapid, and 
took its Rife from the neighbouring Mountains; and 
that the upper part of it was adorn' cl with feveral Villa~ 
ges inhabited by the People call' d P animaba, P aneajj'a, 
and Pa,;etonka. But confidering that I was firaitned 
for time, and that I fa w no probability of learning 
what I wanted to know with reference to the Spani. 
arJJ, I took leave of 'em the next day, which was 
the I j th, and in four· days time, by the help of the 
Current and our Oars, made the River of the Mif!ourr. 

- This done, we run up againft the Stream of that Ri. 
ver, which was at leafi as rapid as the Mif]ijipi was at 
that time; and arriv' d on the I 8th at the firft Village 
of the Mijfourir, where I only fiop'd to make the 
People fome Prefents that procur'd me a hundred 
Turkeys, with which that People are wonderfully 
well flock' d. Afrer that, we row'd hard againft the 
Stream, and landed next night near the fecond Vil
lage. As foon as I arriv'd, I detach'd a Sergeant with 
ten Soldiers to convoy the Outagamu to the Village, 
while the refi of my Crew were buf1cd in fitting up 
our Hurts and unloading our Canows. It happen'd 
unluckily that neither the Soldiers nor the Outagamis 
could make the Savages underfiand 'em ; and the 
latter were juft ready eo fall upon 'em, when an old 
Fellow cry'd out, chat the Strangers were not with· 
out n1ore company, for that he had difcover'd our 
Huts and Canows. Upon this, the Soldiers and the 
Out'lgamir retir'd in a great Confiernation, and ad
vis,d n1e to keep a ftrong Guard all night. About 
two a dock in the l\1orning two 1\1en approach'd to 
our little Camp, and call'd LJ Ilfinefe, that they wan
ted an Interview; upon which the Outagamri, being 
extreamly well fadsF.ed that there was fome body a
mong 'en1 who cuuld underfiand what they faid, re-
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ply'cl in IUine{e, that they lhould be very welcome a 
foon as the Sun appeaed in the Horizon. Neverthe
lefs, the Outagamu refented the former Affront fo 
much, that they importun'd me all night long to fee 
fire to the Village, and put all the fcoundrel Inhabi
tants to the Sword. I made anfwer to 'em, that 
'twas our bufinefs to be wifer than they, and to bend 
our Thoughts, not upon a fruitlefs Revenge, but 
upon the Difcovery that we were then in queft of. 
At the break of Day the two Adventurers of the 
Night came up to us, and after putting Interrogato
ries to us for the fpace of two hours, invited us to 
come up to their Village. The Outagamil reply'd, 
that the Head or Governour of their Nation ought 
to have faluted us fooner: and this oblig'd 'em to go 
back to give him notice. After that we faw no bo
dy for three hours: but at )aft, when our Impatience 
was juft beginning to boil, we perceiv'd the Gover
nour, who accofted us in a trembling Pofture. He 
was accompany'd with fome of his own Men, who 
were loaded with broil' d or dry' d Meat, Sacks of Tur
key or Indian Corn, dry'd Raifins, and fome fpeck~ed 
or particolour'd Buck·skins. In contlderation of thi5 
Prefent, I made 'em another of lefs confequence. 
Then I brought on a Conference between the Outa

gamis of my Company and the two Night Meffen
gers, in order to make {ome difcovery of the Nature 
of the Country ·; but they frill Hop'd our Mouths 
with this Anfwer, that they knew nothing of the 
Matter, but that the other Nations that liv'd higher 
up were able to inform us. Had I been of the fame 
mind with the Outagami.t, we had done noble Ex
ploits in this Place: but I confider' cl that 'twas my 
butlnefs to purchafe the Knowledge of feveral things, 
which I could not obtain by burning the Village. 
To be lhort,we re.embark'd that fame day ,about two 
a clock in the Afternoon, and row' d about four 
Leagues up the River~ where we made the Rtver of 
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the Ofagu, and encamp'd by its Mouth. That Night 
we had feveral falfe Alarms from tbe wild Beeves, up .. 
Qn which we made fufficient Reprifals afterwards; 
for the next day we kill'd many of'em notwithftand. 
ing that it rain'd fo heavily that we could fcarce 
fiir out of our Fiutts. Towards the Evening, when 
the Rain was over, and while we were tranfport. 
ing two or three of thefe Beeves to our little 
Camp, we fpy'd an Army of the Savages upon a full 
March towards us. Upon that, n1y Men began to 
intrench themfelves, and to unload their Pieces with 
Worms, in order to charge 'em afreJh; but one of 
the Pieces happening to go oft~ the whole Body of 
the Enemy difappear'd, fome {haggling one way, 
and fome another : for thefe People were upon the 
fame foot with the Nations that live upon the Long 
River, forafmuch as neither of them had ever feen 
or handled Fire-Arms. However, this Adventure 
mov'd the Or-Jtagamis fo much, that to fatisfie them, 
I was oblig'd to re-embark that very night, and re
turn the fam.e way that I ccUne. Towards Midnight 
we came before a Village, and kept a profound Si
lence till Day-break, at which time we row'd up to 
their Fort; and upon our entring there, and difchar
ging our Pieces in the Air, the Wonu:n, Children, 
and fuperannuated Men, were put into fuch a Con
fiernation, that they run from pia e to place calling 
out for Mercy. You muft know, all their Warriours 
were abroad, and 'twas a Body of them that offer'd 
to att11ck us the day before. The Outagamis percei
ving the Conflernation of the Women :ind Children, 
c;Il'd out, that they behov'd to depart the Village, 
and that the \Votnen fhould have time to take up 
their Children. U oon that tl e whole Crew turn'd 
out, and we fet fire· to the Village on all fides. This 
done, we purfu'd our Courfe down that rapid River, 
and enter' d the River MijJJjipi on the 25th, early in 
the Motnin~: the 26th, about three a clock in the 
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Afternoon, we defcry'd three or four hundred Sava
ges employ'd in the Hunting of Beeves, which fwar
med in all .the Meads to the Weft ward. As foon as 
the Hunters fpy'd us, they made a fign that we 
fhould make towards 'en1. Being ignorant who, or 
how numerous they were, we made a halt at firft; 
but at lafi we put in about a Musket-fhot above 'em, 
calling out to 'en1 that they fhould not approach to 
us in a Body. Upon that, four of their number 
came up to us with a fmiling Countenance, and gave 
us to know, in the llintfe Language, that they were 
Akan(tH. We could not but cred~t their Report, for 
they had Knives and Sciffars hanging upon their 
Necks, and little Axes about 'en1, which the Ilinefe 

prefent 'em wich when they meet. In fine, being 
affur 'd that they were of that Nation, which Mr. tie 

la Sa/le and feveral other Frmch.men were intimately 
acquainted with, we landed .at the fame place; and 
they entertain'd us firfi: with Dancing and Singing, 
and then with all forts of Meat. The next day they 
lhew' d us a Crocodile that they had knock' d in the 
head two days before, by a Stratagem that you'll 
find defcrib'd in another place: After that they gave 
us the diverfion of a Hunting Match; for 'tis cufto .. 
mary rich theiU, when they mean to divert them
felves, to catch the Beeves by the different Methods 
laid down in this Cut. I put fome Quefiions to 'em 
relating to the Sp:miards, but they could nor refolve 
'em. All that I learn'd fron1 'em was, that che Mif
fouris and the 0/ages are numerous and mifchievous 
Nations, equally void both of Courage and Hon fiy; 
that their Countries were water'd with very great 
Rivers; and, in :t \Jord, were too good for them. 

Afcer we had fpent two days with them, we pur.
fued our Voyage to the River Ou.-:zbt1ch, taking c~re 
to watch the Crocodiles ver ' n ... rro'V 7ly, of wh1ch 

they ~ad told us, incredible Stories. The nc.~t day 
~ve er~er'd the tV1outh of that iver, and founded it, 

· , .., to 
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ft> try the truth of what the Savages reported of its 
depth. In effeCl:, we found there three Fathom and 
a half Water ; but the Savages of our Company at! 
ledg'd, that 'twas more fwell'd than ufually. They 
all agreed, that 'twas Navigable an hundred Leagues 
up, and I wiih'd heartily, th~t my time had allow'd 
n1e to run up to its Source; but that being unfeafo
nable, I fail'd up againft the Stream, till we came 
to the River of the Illine[e, which we n1ade on the 
9th of April wich. feme difficulty, for the Wind wai 
agaioft us the firfi two days, and the Currents was 
very rapid. 

All I can fay of the River Mijf;ftpi, now that I 
am to take leave of it, is, that its narroweft pare 
is half a League over, and the lhallowefi is a Fa
thom and a half deep; and that -according to the 
informauon of the Savages, its ftream is pretty gen6 

tle for feven or eight Months of the year. As for 
Shelves or Banks of Sand, I met with none in it. 
~Tis full of Hies which look like Groves, by reafon 
of the great plenty of Trees, and in the verdant 
feafon of the year afford a very agreeable profpett. 
Its Banks are Woods, Meadows and Hills. I cannot 
be pofitive, whether it winds much in other places; 
but as far as I coQld fee, its courfe is very different 
from that of our Rivers in France ; for I muft 
tell you by the way, ~hat all the Rivers of At11eric' 
run pretty ftraight. 

The River of the Illinefe is intitled to Riches, by 
venue of the benign Climate, and of the great q:Jan
tities of Deer, Roe-Bucks, ~nd Turkeys that feed 
upon its brinks : Not to tnention feveral other Beafi3 
?nd Fowls, a defcription of which would require 
an intire Volume. If you faw but my Journal, yoq 
would be fick of the tedious particulars of our dai
ly Adven~ure~ both in III.lnting and Fifhing diver~ 
{peciPS of An~m~Is,and in Rencouncers with the Sava .. 
(S~S~ ~n fh.on,. dw ~~it thing l 01~11 ~enr~an of this 
· ~iv~r, 
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iver, is, that the Banks are replenifh' d with an 

·nfinity of Fruit-Trees, which we faw in a difmal 

condition , as being firip'd of their verdure; and 

that among thefe Fruit-Trees, there are many Vines, 

which bear moft beautiful Clufiers of very large 

Grapes. I ate fomeof thefe Grapesdry'd intheSun, 

which had a moft delicious Tafte. The Beavers are 

as unfrequent in this, as in the long River, where 

I faw nothing but Otters, of which the People 

make Furs for the Winter. 
I fet out fron1 the 1/Jinefe River on the Ioth of 

April, and by the help of a Weft SQuth-Wefi Wind, 

arriv'd in fix days at the Fort of Crevecoeur, where I 

met with Mr. ae Tonti, who recetv'd me with all ima

ginable Civility , and is jufily refpetted ~nd ho

nour'd by the Iroqueje. I ftay'd three days in this 

Fore, where t~ere were thirty Coureurs de Bots that 

traded with the Ill;Taeje. The zoth I arriv'd at the 

Village of the IOinefe; and to leffen the drudgery of 

a great Land-carriage of twelve great Leagues, in

gag'd four hundred Men to tranfport our Baggage, 

which they did in the fpace of four days, being 

incourag'd by a Bribe of a great Roll of BtajitTo

bacco, an hundred pound weight of Powder, two 

hundred weight of Ball, and fame Arms, which I 

gave to the moll: confiderable Men of their number. 

The 24th I arriv'd at Chekakou, "'Yhere my Outagamis 

took leave of me in order to return to their own 

Country, bei.eg very well fatisfied with a Prefcnt I 

made 'en1 of fame Fufees, and fome Piftois. The 

25th I reitnbarqued, and by rowing hard in a Caln1, 

made the River of the Oumamis on the 28th There I 

met four hundred \Varriours, upon the very fame 

place where Mr. de la SaUe had formerly built a 

Fort. Thefe Warriours were then imploy::-d in burn

ing three Ircquefe, who, as they faid, deferv'd the 

PunHhment ; and invited us to I hare in the ple~fure 

f he how; forth~ Savages take ·c very ill if one 
r 4 refufes 
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refufes the diverfion of fqch real Tragedies. The 
Tragical fpettacle made me lhrin~, for the poor 
wretches were put to inconceiveable Torture; and 
upon. that I refqlv'q to reimbarque with all ex. 
pedition; alledging for an Apology> that my Men 
had great fiore of Brandy with 'em, and would cer. 
tainly make themfelves drunk> in (olemnifing their 
Victory, upon which they would b~ apt to commit 
diforders, chat I could not poffibly prevent. Ac
cordingly I went immediareiy on board, and afte.r 

. coafting along tl~e La~e, crofs'd the Bay de !'Ours, 
and landed at Mi(jilimakinac the 22d. 

I am inform 'd by the Sieur tie S. Pierre de Repantig. 
ni, who travel'd from f<!:_tebcc hither upon the Ice, 
that ~fr. de Da:owui!le has wok up a refolution of 
making a Peace with the Iraqueje, in wh~ch he means 
to comprehend the other Nations that are his Al
lies; and with that view had given notice to his Al
l~es, that they fhou!d not infeft the lroquefe. He 
acquaints me further, that Mr. de De1')onviUe has fent 
orders to the Go\·ernour of this place, to perfwaoe 
the Rat;, (one of the Commanders of the Hurons) 
to go down to the Co!ony, with a defign, to have 
hin1 hang'd ; and hat the Savage General being a
ware of the dd1gn,' has made a publick Dec1aration, 
that he will go thither on purpo!e to de fie him. Ac
cordingly he defigns ro fc c out co.Morrow with a grear 
body of Outaor:as: ... 1d fome CoureurJ de Bois, under. 
the command cf ~v1r. Dul/:,ur. As for the Soldiers of 
my Detachme~t, ~ have difpers'd '~tn in feveral 
Canows among the S,1vages, and che Coureurs de BoiJ; 
but having fome bulittefs to adjufi in this place, I 
an1 oblig· d eo tarry my felf fev~n o~ eight days 
longer · 

This, Sir, is the true account of n1y little Voy .. 
age. I have related nothing buc the E11cntial Cir
~umfiances; choo!1n~ to overlook the reft, which 
are fo trifling, as o pe unworthy of yo~r Curiofi .. 

t ry. 
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ty. As for the Illinefe Lake, 'tis three hundred Leagues 

in Circumference, as you tnay fee by the Scale of 

Leagues upon the Map. 'Tis feated in an admira

ble Climate; its Banks are cloath'd with fine and call 

Trees, and have but few Meads. The .River of 

the Oumamis is not worth your regard. The Bay 

Je l'Ours qui dort, is of an indifferent large extent, 

and receives the River upon which the Outaouas are 

wont to hunt Beavers every third year. In ihort, 

it. has neither Shelves, Rocks, nor Banks of ~and. 

The Land which bounds it on the South fide, is re

plenifh'd with Roe-bucks, Deer, and Turkeys. Fare

wet, Good Sir: And affure your felf, that 'twill al

ways be a fenfible pleafure to n1e, to amufe you 

wich an account of the greateft Curiofities I mee~ 
with. 

But now, Sir, I hope you will not take it ill, that 

the Relation I here give you, is only an Abridg-

01ent of my Voyage: For, in earneft, to be mi

nute upon every particular Curiality, would require 

more time and leifure than I can fpare. l have 

here fent yo'u a view of the fubfiantial part ; and 

/hall afterwards hope for an opportunity of recount

ing to you by word of Mouth, an infinity of Ad

ventures, Rencounters, and Obfervatiops, which 

may call up the refleCl:ing faculty of thinking Ivien. 

My own Thought is too Superficial to philofopl1ife 

upon tl e Origin, the Belief, the Manners and Cu

Homs of fo many Savages; or to tnake any advan

ces with reference to the extent of this Continent 

to the W eftwa • I have contented my felf with 

offering fome thoughts upon the caufes of the bad 

fuccefs of the Difcoveries, that fever a I experienc' d 
1vfen have . attempte~ in America, both by Sea and 
Land : And I flatter tny felf, that my thoughcs up

on that head are juft. The frefh Inftances of Mr. 
de 1.-r. Salle," and feveral other unlucky Difcoverers, 

may afford a fufficient qnd feafonable caution to 
' · · · thofe, 
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hofe, who for the future lhall undertake to difcover 

all the unknown Countries of this New World. 
'Tis not every one that's qualify'd for fuch an En .. 
terprife, 11-on licet omnibus adire Corinthum. 'Twere an 
.eafie n1atter to trace the utmoft limits of the Coun. 
ry that lies to the Weft of Canada, provided it be 

gone about in a proper Method. In the firft place, 
infiead of Canows, I would have fuch Adventurers 
to make ufe of certain Sloops of a peculiar Stru
cture, which might draw but little Water, and be 
portable, as being made of light Wood ; and with
all carry thirteen Men, with 1) or 4o hundred weight 
of Stowage, and be able to bear the fhock of the 
Waves in the great Lakes. Courage, Health, and 
Vigilance, are not fufficient of themfelves to quali
fie a Man for fuch Adventures ; he ought to ba 
pqffefs'd of other Talents, which are rarely met 
with in one and the fame perfon. The Conduct 
of the three hundred Men that accompany'd me 
upon_ this Difcovery, gave me a great deal of trou .. 
ble. It t:equires a large fiock of Indufiry and Pati
ence, eo keep fuch a Company up to their Duty. 
Sedition, 1\,futinies, Quarrels, and an ~nfinity of dif .. 
orders frequently take place among thofe, who be .. 
ing in remote and folitary Places, think they have 
a right of ufing force againfi their Superiours. One 
muft diffemble, and even /hut his Eyes upon occa
fion, leaft the growing Evil fhould be inftam'd : 
The gentleft Methods are the fureft, for him that 
commands in Chief; and if any Mudny or Sediti
ous Plot is in view, 'ds the bufinefs of the inferior 
Officers to fiifte it, by perf wading the Mutineers, 
that the difcovery of fuch things to the Command
ing Officer, would create a great deal of uneafinefi. 
So, the chief Officer mufl: fiill make as if he were 
ignorant of what paffes; unlefs it be, thzt the ftam~ 
breaks out in his Prefence ; then indeed ·he lies un
~er an indifpenfible ObligaticnJ of inflicting fpeedy 

. ?Og 
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-and private punifhment, without his prudence di .. 
recb him to put off the Execution, upon an appre
henfion of fome pernicious coufequences that may 
infue thereupon. In fuch Voyages he muft over
look a thoufand things, which upon other occafi
ons he has all reafon to punilh. He muft counter
feit a downright ignorance of their Intrigues with the 
She-Savages, of their Quarrels among themfelves, of 
their negligence in not mounting the Guard, and 
not obferving the other points of Duty ; in a word, 
he mufi: pretend to know nothing of an Infinity 
of fuch Diforders, as have no direct tendency to a 
Revolt. He ought to ufe the precaution offing
ling out a Spy in his little Army, and reward him 
handfomly for a dexterous Intelligence as to all that 
happens; to the end that he may remedy the grow
ing diforders either direcHy or indirectly. This 
Spie may by good management, and due fecre
cy find out the Ringleader of a Club or Cabal ; 
and when the Commanding Officer has receiv'd fuel 
fatisfaetion upon the matter, that there's no room 
left to doubt of the Criminal's Demerit; 'twill then 
be; very convenient to make away with him, and 
that with fuch management, that no body fhould 
know what became of him. 

Farther : He ought to give 'em Tobacco and 
Brandy now and then, to ask their advice upon fome 
occafions, to fatigue 'em as lite e as poffible, to call 
Jem up to d.ance and make tnerry, and at the fame 
time to exhort 'em to live in a good underftanding 
with one another. The beft Topick he can make 

. ufe of for inforcing their Duty, is Religion, and 
the Honour of their Country, an·d this he ought to 
clefcant upon himfelf : For though I have a great 
deal of Faith in the power of the Clergy ; yec I 

now that fort of Men do's more hann than good, 
~n Voyages of this nature; and for that reafon l'd 
cqoofe to bq without the~r Compapy. ':fhe Pe1 fon 

w!1o 
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who undertakes to go upon a Difcovery, ought to 
be very nice and cautious in the choice of his Men ; 
for every one is not fit for his bufinefs. His Men 
ought to be between ~ o and 40 years of Age, of a 
dry Conftitution, of a peaceable Temper, of an 
active and bold Spirit, and inur'd to the fatigues of 
Voyages. The whole Retinue muft confift of three 
hundred Men; and of that number there muft be 
fome Ship-Carpenters,Gun-fmiths, and Sawyers with 
all their Tools ; befides Huntfmen, and Fifhermen 
with their Tackling. You muft likewife have Sur
geons among 'em, but their Cheft ought to contain 
nothing but Razours, Lancets, External Medicines 
for Wounds, Orvietan and Senna. All the Men 
of the Detachment, ought to be provided with Buff
Coats and Boots to turn the Arrows ; for, as I imi .. 
mated above, the Savages of the unknown Coun
tries are flrangers to Fire-Arms. They muft be 
arm'd ~ith a double barrel'd Gun, a double barrel'd 
Pifiol, and a good long Sword. The Commanding 
Officer muft take care to provide a fufficioot quan
tity of the Skins of Deer, Elks, and Beeves, in order 
to be few' d together, and hung round his Camps 
upon certain Stakes fix' d at convenient diftances 
fron1 one another. 1 had as n1any as would go 
round a fquare of thirty Foot every way; for each 
Skin being five Foot deep, :tnd almoft four Foot 
~road, 1 made two pieces of eight Skins a piece, 
which were rais,d and extended in a Minute. B:
fides thefe, he ougl1t to carry with him feme Poc
Guns of eight Foot in length, and fix in breadth; 
with two Hand-Ivtills for grinding the India11 Corn, 

lai's of all fizes, Pickaxes, Spades, fiatchets, Hooks,. 
Soap, and Cotton to make Candles of. Above all, 
he mufl not forget to take in good fiore of Powder, 
Drandy, Bra (it Tobacco; and fuch things as he mufi 
prefent tor je S ages whofe Country he difcovers. 
Add ~o this . ar2o, an Aftrolabe, a Sen1icircle, fe-

. C? · ' • vera.!, 



to North-America. 
veral Sea-Compaffes, fome Simple, and fome of Va
riation, a Load.ftone, two large Watches of three 
Inches DiJmeter; Pencils, Colours, and Paper, for 
making Journals and Maps, for the defigning of 
Land-Creatures, Fowl, FHh, Trees, Plants, Grain, 
and in a word, whatever fe.ems worthy of his Cu
riofity. I would like wife advife him to carry with 
him fome Trumpeters and Fidlers, both for anima
ting his Retinue, and raifing the admiration of the 
Savages. With this Equipage, Sir, a Man of Senfe, 
Conduct, and Adion, I mean, a Man that's Vi
gilant, Prudent, Cautious, and above all, Patient 
and Moderate, and qualify'd for contriving Expe
dients upon all occafions; a Man, I fay, thus qua
lify'd, and thus fitted out, tnay boldly go to all the 
Countries that lye to the Weft of Canada, without 
any apprehenfion of danger. As for my own part, 
I ferioufly declare, that if I were poffefs'd of all 
thefe qualities, I lhould efleem it my happinefs to 
be imploy'd upon fuch an Enterprife, both for the 
Glory of his Majefty, and my own Satisfatl:ion: For 
the continu'd diverfity of Objects, did fo charm me 
in my Voyages, that I had fcarce time to reflect 
upon the fatigue and trouble that I underwent. I a -" 

SIR, 

Tours, &c. 

LETTER 
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L E T T E R XVU. 

Dated at ~ebec September 28. 1689. 

The Author fets out from Miffilimakinac to the 
Colony, and defcri/;es the Country, Rivers, and 
P affes tbat he Jaw bJ the way. The lroquefe 
make a fatal incur!io.11 into the Ifland of Mon. 
real : Fort F rontenac is abandon' d. Count 
F rontenac is fent to Canada, and tbe Mar1uiJ 
of Denonville is recalt'd. 

S I R, 

I Writ to you from kliffilimak.inac on the 28th of 
May. I left that place June the 8th, and fet out 

for Mmrea!, accompany'd with twelve Outaouas, 
who were divided into two Canows, and row'd 
very hard. The 2; d, I overrook the Coureurs de Boi4 
jn the River Creufe, who had got the fiart of me 
for fome days. Mr. Du!hut us'd his utmotl efforu 
to dHf wade me from going fun her with fo we~k a 
Retinue. He would have had me to go down along 
wirh him; and remonfirated to me, that if my 
twelve ConduCl:er5 perceiv'd eicher in the Land· 
carriage or upon the Rivers, any thing that mighr 
call up an apprehenfion of fa.1ling into the hands of 
the lroquefe, they would defen: me and the Canows, 
and fly to the Woods to avoid the Enemy. I re· 
jeered his Advice, though I had like to have repent .. 
ed of my refolution not long after; for according 
to his Prediction, my Canow-Men threatn'd to run 
away to the Forrefis, at the Fall call'd Lo1;gSaut ~ 
And indeed if they had done it, I had follow'd 'em, 
'upon the reflection, th.at of two Evils a Man ought 

rg 
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to choofe the leafi; but this Storm blew over. la 
the great River of the Outaouas, not far from the 
River of Lievre, I met Mr. de St. Helene at the Head 
of a Party of the Coureurs de Bois, who was bound 
for Hudfon's Bay, in order to retake fome Forts that 
the Englijh 'had feiz'd upon. He acquainted me with 
the Prince of Orange's Expedition for England; and 
gave n1e to underftand, that upon his arrival King 
James retir'd to France, and that the Prince was pro
claim'd King, which feem'd to prefage a bloody 
and lharp War in Europe. I affure you, Sir, this 

, piece of News furpriz'd me extreamly; and not-
wichfianding that I had it from the Mouth of a Man_, 
whofe word I rely very much upon, yet I had all 
the difficulty in the World to make my felfbelieve, 
that a Revolution of fuch Importance could be wtc
complHh' d in fo fhort a time, without the effufion 
of Blood; efpecially confidering what a ftrid Alli
ance there was between our Court, and the Court 
of Engiand, and how much 'twas the interefi of 
both thefe Monarchs to give mutual aliiftance to one 
another. July the 9th I arriv'd at Monreal! afcer ven
turing down feveral fearful CataraCls in the River 
of the Outaouas, and induring the hardlhips of fifceen 
or twenty Land-carriages, fome of which are above 
a League in length. 

The Navigation is prety fure from Mij]ilimakinac 
to the River des Franfois r for in coafting along the 
Lake of Hurons, we meet with an infinity of IOands, 
which ferve for a lhelter. But in going up that Ri
ver, there's fome difficulty, for it has five Cataracts 
which oblige us to turn out and carry all over-land 
for thirty, fifty, and a hundred Paces. Having 
pafs'd that River, we enter'd the Lake of the Ne
picerinis, from whence we are forc'd to tranfport our 
Canows and Baggage two Leagues over-land, to a
notller River which has fix or feven Water-falls that 
we commonly !hoot. Fro1n that River we have a-

nother 
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nether land-carriage to the River Creufe, which 
falls with rapid Currents into the great River of the 
Outaoum, near a place call'd Mataouan. We conti .. 
nue our courfe upon this great River, till we come 
to the point of the lfland of Monreal, where 'tis loft 
in the great River of St. Laurevce. Thefe two Ri .. 
vers joyn one another with very gentle Streams, 
and quitting thei,r fearful Channels form the little 
Lake of St. Louis. I thought to have loft my Life 
at the fall, call' d the fall of St. Louis, about three 
l.eagues from Monreal, for our Canow having over
fee in the Eddy, I was carry'd by the Current to 
the foot of that Cataract, from whence the Cheva
lier de Vaudreuil drag'd me out by a great chance. 
The Canow·s and the Skins belonging to the fix 
Savages were loft ; and one . of the Savages was 
drown' d. This is the only time I was in danger, 
through the whole courfe o£ my Voyages. As foon 
as I landed here, I repair'd with diligence to a Ta
vern to reffefh my felf, and to make up the loiTes I 
had fufi:ain'd by a neceffary Abftinence. The next 
day I waited upon Mr. de Denonville, and Mr. de 
Champigni, to whom I gave an .1ccount of my Voy
ages, and withal, gave in the News that a great 
company of the Coureurs de Boi.r and Savages 
would arrive very fpeedily ; which they did accor~ 
ingly after fifteen days. The Rat I mention'd a

bove came down hither, and re urn'd home not· 
wichftanding the threats that were levell'd againft 
him. By this Adventure, he fhew'd that he laugh'd 
at their Intrigues. But now that I have mention'd' 
his name, I cannot forbear mentioning a malicious 
cratagem that this cunning Savage made ufe of 

laft year, to prevent the conclufion of a Peace be .. 
;veen Mr. de Denonville and the lroquefe. 
This Savage is the general and chief Counfellour 

f the Hurcnsr; he is a Man of forty years of Age, 
an:i brave in his way.. Y;het be found himfelf 

· prcfs'd 
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prefs'd and importun'd by Mr. cle Denott'Ville, to en
ter into the Alliance concluded in the year 1687, 
that I took notice of before; he at lafr comply'd 
with his defire, with this referve, that theW ar fhould 
not be put to an end till the Iroqueje were totally 
routed. This claufe the Governour promis'd to 
make good, and gave him affurances to that pur
pofe on the 3d of September, in the fame year, which 
happen'd about two days before I fet out from Ni .. 
agara, upon my Voyage to the great Lakes. This 
Savage-General relying upon Mr. de Denonville's pro
mife, march'd from A1il]ilimakinac at the Head of an 
hundred Warriours> as I infinuatecl in my r 4th Let
ter, in order to invade the Iroquefe Country, and 
atchieve fome glorious fe:us among 'em. In the 
mean time, to carry on his defign the more cauti
oufly, he thought it proper to pafs by the way of 
Fort Frontenac, where he might receive fotne intel
ligence. Upon his arrival at this Fort, the Gover
nour told him that Mr. de Denonville was negotiating 
a Peace with the five Iroquefe Nations, whofe Em
baffadors and Hofiages he expected in a fhort time, 
in order to conclude and ratifie the Peace, he having 
orders to conduCt 'em to Monreal: And that upon 
that Confideration, 'twas moft proper for him and 
his W arriours to return home, and to pafs no fur
ther. The Savage General was mightily furpris'd 
with this unexpected piece of News; efpecially con
fidering that by the means of that Peace, he and 
his Nation would be given up as a Sacrifice for th 
Well fare of the French. \V hen the Governor had 
made an end of his Remonftran,e, the Pat ac· 
knowledg'd, that what he offer'd was very reafona• 
ble, but withal, that infiead of following his Ad 
vice, he would go and tarry for the Iraquefo Em
baffadours and Hpfiages at the Catar ds, by which 
they were oblig'd to pafs. He had not t~rry'd there 
bove five or fix days, before h"" unhapp · Depu.., 
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ties arriv'd with a Tr.ain of forty young Men, who 
were all either kill'd or taken as they difembarqued. 
The Prifoners were no fooner fetter'd, than this 
crafty General of the Hurons reprefented to 'em, 
that the French Governour had fent him notice to 
take up that Poft, in order to lie in wait for a Par-

. ty of fifty W arriours, that were to pafs that way 
at a certain fet time. The Iroquefe being much fur
pris'd with the apprehen:fion of the perfidioufnefs 
that he charg'd upon Mr. de Denonville, acquainted 
the Rat with the defign upon which they came. Up
on that the Rat counterfeited a fort of Rage and 
Fury; and to play his Cards the better, flew out 
in invetHves againft Mr. de Denonville, declaring, 
that fome time or other he would be reveng'd upon 
that Govern our, for making hitn the lnfirumem of 
the tnofi barbarous Treachery that ever was acted. 
Then he fix' d his Eyes upon all the Prifoners, a
mong whom was the chief Embaffadour call'd 
Thegane.forens, and fpoke to this purpofe; Go my Bre
thten, though I am at T¥ar 'JJJith you, Jet I relea(e you, 
tmd allo?JJ yotl to go home. ~T is the Governour of the 
French th.'lt put me upon this black ACiion, 'Jvhich I fl1nll 
never be able to clige[f, unlejs your jive Nations re'Venge 
them/elves, and make their ju/f Reprljals. This was 
fufficient to convince the Iroquefe of the fincerity of 
his words; and they affur'd him upon the fpot, that 
if he had a n1ind to make a feparare Peace, the five 

~ ations would agree to it: However, the Rat ha
ving loft o.ne Man in this Adventure, kept an Iro
q~4efe Slave eo fupply the place of the Man he had 
loft: And after furniihing the Prifoners with Guns, 
Powder, and Ball, in order to their return home
ward, march'd to lvli/]ilimakinac, where he prefent
ed the French Goveroour with the Slave that he 
brought off. The poor wretch was no fooner de· 
liver'd, than he was condetnn'd to be fhot; for at 
that time the French Garrifon did not know that 

Mr; 
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Mr. Je Denonville defign'd to clap up a Peace with 

the Iroque[e. The condcmn'd Prifoner gave an ac

count of his Adventure, and that of the Ambafi:t

dours ; but the French thought that the fear of Death 

made the fellow talk idely, and were confirm'd in 

that thought, by hearing the Rat and his Men fay 
that he was Light-beaded : Infomuch, that the poor 

Fellow was puc to death, notwichfianding all the 

reafons he could offer. The fame day chat he was 

lhot, the Rat call'd an old lroquefe Slave that had 

ferv' d him a long while, and told him he had re

folv'd to allow him the liberty of returning to his 

own Country, and fpending the reft of his days 

among his Friends and Country-n1en. At the fame 

time he gave him to know, that fince he had been an 

Eye-witnefs of the barbarous ufage that his Country .. 

men had met with from the French, notwichftand

ing what he offer'd in his own defence, it behov'd 

him to acquaint his Countrymen with the black

nefs of that Action. The manumitted Slave obey'd 

his orders fo punctually, that foon after the Iroquefe 

made an Incurfion, at a time when the Governour 

did not dream of any {uch thing, for he had us'd 

the Precaution of giving the Iroque{e to underftano,. 

that he difallow, d of the Rat's Treachery ; info ... 

much, that he had a mind to have him hang'd; and 

upon this profpect, expected hourly ten or twelve 

Deputies to conclude the Peace he fo much defir'd. 

In effett the Deputies did come, but neither their 

Number nor their Defign was fuitable to what the 

Governour had promifed to himfelf. Twelve hun

dred Warriours landed at the Lands-end of the Hland 

of Monrcal, and burnt and fack'd all the Plantations 

in that Quarter: They maifacred Men, Women, 

and Children; and Madam de Denowvil!e, who was 

then at Monreal with her Husband, did noc think 

her felf fafe in tnat place.: A general Confternation 

w s fi read all about; for the Barbariavs were not a 
L . bov~ 
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bove three Leagues from Monreal. They burnt all 
the adjacent Settlements, and block'd up two Forts. 
Mr. cle DenonviOe fent out a Detachment of a hundred 
Soldiers and fifty Savages to oppofe 'em, being un .. 
willing to fpare a greater number out of the City: 
but all the Men of the Detachment were either taken 
or cut in pieces, excepting twelve Savages, one Sol
dier, and Mr. de Longueil who commanded the Party, 
and was carried off by the twelve Savages after llis 
Thigh was broke: The other Officers, namely, the 
Sieurs de la Raberre,Denis,la Plante,and P'itledene, were all 
taken Prifoners. In a word, · the Barbarians laid al
moft the whole Ifland wafte, and loft only three 
Men, who having drank to excefs of the Wine they 
found in the Plantations, were decoy'd into a Fort 
by a Canade{e Cow· keeper, that had been their Slave 
fol' fome Years. As foon as the three unfortunate 
Iroquefe arriv' d in the Fort, they were thrown into a 
Cellar to fleep themfelves fober; and, quefiionlefs, 
as foon as they wak'd they repented of their excef
five drinking. When they wak'd, they fell imme .. 
diately a finging; and when the Garrifon offer'd to 
fetter 'em, and carry 'en1 to Monreal, they flew to 
forne Clubs that lay in the Cellar, and made fuch a 
vigorous and brave defence, that the Garrifon was 
forc'd to /hoot 'em upon the fpot. The Cow-keeper 
being brought before Mr. tie Deno1zv:lle, he told him, 
That the Breach made by the Rat's Con cri vance was 
irreparable; thac the five Iroquefe Nations refented 
that Adventure with fo much warmth, that 'twas im· 
poHible to difpofe 'en1 to a Peace in a lhort time; 
that they were fo far from being angry with that Hu
ron for what he did, that they were willing to enter 
into a Treaty with him, owning that he and his 
Party had done nothing but what became a brave Man 
and a good Ally. Doubdefs this fatal Incurfion was a 
great SurpriC1I to Mr. de Denonville, and afforded him 
a copious Field for Reflection. 'Twas already im-

poilible 
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poffible to continue the Poffeffion of Fort Frontenac, 

where they began to want Provifions, and which 

C{)uld not be relieved without expofing a great many 

Men to the danger of the Paffes or Cataracts, which 

I have mention' cl fo often. There was a downright 

neceffity of calling out the G.arrifon, and blowing 

up the Fort; but the difficulty lay in finding a Man 

to carry Orders for that effect to the Governour, for 

no body durft undertake it, till the Sieur Peter 

J' Arpentigni. offer' d to go all alone through the Fo

refts; and accordingly .he went, and did his Bufineij 

fuccefsfully. The Orders were extream welcome to 

Mr. de Valrener, the Governour of the Fort for the 

time; who, upon the receiving of'em, run a Mine 

under the four Bafiions, which, with the Powder 

he put in, was reckon'd fufficient to blow it up. 

This done, he embark'd, and came down the River 

through the Cataracts to Monreal, where he found 

Mr. de Den()11ville, and accompany' cl him hither. 

That Officer did not only abdicate the Fort of Fron

tenac,but fet fire to three great Barques that they us'd 

to ply with upon the Lake, both to awe the Iroquefe 

in time of War, and to convey Commodities to 'en1 

in time of Peace. Mr. de Denonville acted a prudent 

part in relinquifhing both this Fort and that of Nia

gara; for, in earnelt, thefe two Pofls are indefen-

fible, by reafon of the inacceffible Cataratls, upon 

which an Ambufcado of ten Iroque/e may repulfe a. 

thoufand Frenchm n by the throwing of Stones. But 

after all I mufi own, that the Welfare and Preferva

tion of our Colonies had an abfolute depenqance 

upon thefe two Forts, which feem'd to infure the ut

ter Deftruction of the Iroqueje; for they cculd not 

fiir out of their Villages to Hunt, or to Fifh, with

out running the rifque of having their Throats cut 

by the Savages in Alliance with us, who being then 

.a·ffur'd of a fafe.Retreat, would have nude continual 

ncud}ons in~o the Country of thofe Barbariaw : 

~ ; ~nd 
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And by this means the Iroquefe being unprovided with 
Beaver-skins to be given in exchange for Guns, Pow
der, Ball , and Necs, would be ftarv'd to death, or 
a t leafl be <;>blig'd to depart their Country. 

In the end of September Mr. de Bonaventure, Cap
tain and Owner of a Merchant Ship, arriv'd in this 
Port , and brought the News of Mr. de Frontenac's 
Reinftallment in the place of Governour-General 
of Canada, and of the Re-calling of Mr. de Denon
viUe, whom the Duke de Beauvilliers has recommen
ded to the King, for the place of Sub-Governour to 
the Princes his Grandfons. Sorne People are llneafie 
at the re-calling of this Governotlr; and 'tis faid, 
that the Reverend Fathers the Jefuits, fall under the 
number of the Malecontents: For if we may credit 
the reports of the Country, they contributed in a 
great meafure, to the re-calling of Mr. de Frontenac 
feven or eight years agoe, by acting in concert with 
the Intendant of Che{11eau, and the fupreme Coun
cil, and drawing up Accufations againft him which 
had the defired effect ; though now the King fhews 
that he is undeceiv 'd, by· reinftating that Gentleman 
once more in this Government. In the mean time 
the Statefmen of the Country that are moft guilty, 
know not how to drefs this kettle of Filh; for they 
n1.1kc no quefiion but the New Go\'~rnour will re .. 
tain a jufi refentment of what's paft. But the Gen· 
tlemen, Merchants, and other Inhabitants, are ma
king preparations for folemnifing his Arrival, which 
~hey expect wich as much impatience, as the Jews 
do the Mrjjia!. The very Savages that live in the 
skirts of the Colony, fhew an uncommon Joy up
~n the hopes of his return : And indeed, we need 
not think it ftr.ange, for that Governour drew Efieem 
and Veneration, not only from the Bench, but from 
all the Nadons of this va!l Continent, who look'd 
upon hi!n as their Guardian Angel. Mr. Je Dcnon· 
1-~ille begins ~o pack up his Baggage, and th~t in ef .. 

~ · · · feet, 
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feet, is all I can fay of him. 'Tis none of my bu .. 

finefs to meddle with an infinity of Affairs, that re

late to the Gentleman's private lnterefi. As to the 

queftion, whether he has manag'd well or ill, du

ring the courfe of his Government, or whether he 

was lov'd or hated, I know nothin~ of the matter. 

I am at a lofs to know whether he kept a good or 

a forry Table, for indeed I was never at it. Adieu. 

I make account to fet out for Rocbel, when the 

V effel that brings our new Governour, returns for 

France. I am, 

SIR, 

Tours, &c. 

L E T T E R XVIII. 

Dated at ~ebec November I)· 1689, 

Giving an Account of Mr. de Frontenac's Arri ... 

val, his Reception, his Voyage to · ~1onreal, 

and the repairing of Fort Frontenac. 

SIR, 
HE Intelligence you give me of the ad judging 

_ of the Lands of Lahontan, would have drove 

me to defpair; if you had not affur'd me at the 

fame time, that I might recover it after a Century 

of years, (if I had the misfortune to live fo long ) 

upon the condition of reimburfing to the Poifef

four, the Sum that he pay'd for it, and of proving 

that I was aCtually in the Kings Service in the re

mote parts of the World, when that Efhte was 

fold.. To fpeak ,'? the purpofe, lylr. de Fronte1zac has 

· · ~ 4 ~oun~er .. 
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counternunded the leave I had to go for Franc~,' 
and has offer'd tne a free accefs to his Pocket and his 
Table. All the Arguments I offer'd, have no In
fluence upon him, and fo ~ ~m bound to obey. 

This new Governour arnv d at f!..!!ebec the I )thof 
OEfober. He came on lhoar at eight a Clock at 
Night, and was receiv'd by the Supreme Council, 
and all the Inhabitants in Arms, with Flambeau's 
both in the Ciry, and upon the Harbour, with a 
triple Difcharge of the great and fmall Guns, and 
Illuminations in all the Windows of the City. That 
fame Night he was complimented by all the Corn .. 
panies of the Town, and above all, by the Jefuits, 
who upon that occafion tnade a very pathetick Speech, 
though the heart had lefs hand in it, than the 
Mouth. The next day he was vifited by all the La
dies, whofe inward joy appear'd in their Counte
nances, as much as in their Words. Several Per
fans. n1ade Fire-works, while the Governour and his 
Retinue fung Te Deum in the great Church. Thefe 
folemn ~ of Joy, increas'd from day 
fO day, till tljc new Governour fet out for Monreal; 
~nd th~ Conduct of the People upon this fiead, af-· 
forded fignal proofs cf the fatisfaction they had in 
his return, and of their refiing aifur'c;l, that his wife 
Conduct, and noble Spirit, would preferve the Re
pofe and Tranquility that he always kept up, du
ring his firft ten years Government. All the World 
f}dor'd him,and fiyl"d him Redemptor Patrite; to which 
Title he had a jull cl;dm) for all the Inhabitants of 
fhef~ Colonies agree, t~1at when he came firft to. 
Canada, he found all things in Confufion and Di
lhe{5. At that time the Iroquefe had burnt all the 
Plantations, and cut the Throats of fame thoufands 
of the H·ench; the Farmer was knock'd on; the IIead 
iQ his Field; the Traveiier was murder'd upon the 
Road, and che Merchant ruin'd for want of Com
lJlerc<; : -4\11 che Plaqt~rs were pin<;h' cJ with Famin~, 

. ~h~ 
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the War render'd the Country de!Olate; and in a 
word, New-France had infallibly peri/h'd, if this 
Govern our had not made that Peace with the Bar-
barians, that I fpoke of in tny fifth Letter. The 
bringing of that Peace to bear,was an action of great
er Importance, than you can well imagine; for thefe 
Barbarians grounded all their Wars upon a perfonal 
Enmity, whereas the European Ruptures depend more 
upon lnterefi than upon pure Revenge. 

. Mr. de St. Valiers the BHhop of (0ebec, arriv'd 
· likewife on the I 5th at the fame Port. He had 

imb.uqu'd in the preceding Spring, on board of 
,. a Bark that he had hir'd to tranfport him to Acadia, 

to Newfound-land, and to the other Countries of his 
Diocefs. Mr. de Frontenac our Governour, fet out 
for Monreal in a Canow, four or five days after his 
Arrival; and I had the honour to accompany him. 
All Indeavours were us'd to diffwade him from un-

. dertaking that Voyage, when the feafon was. fo 
coldJ and fo far advanc'd : For, as 1 inform'd you 

· before, the Ice is thicker and fironger here in 08ob. 
than 'tis at Paris in January; which, is very {!range. 
Notwithftanding all the Remonftrances drawn from 
the Hard/hips and Inconveniences of the Voyage, 

' he fiighted the Fatigues of the Water, and threw him
fell into a Canow in the fixty eighth year of his 
his Age. Nay, he took the abdication of Fort Fron
tenac fo much eo IIeart, that he had gone firaight 
thither, if the Nobility, the Priefis, and the Inha
bitants of Monreal, had not intreated him with joynt 
Supplications, not to expofe his Perfon to the dan
ger of the Falls and Cacaratl:s that lie in chat Paf
fage. In the mean time fome Gentlemen of Cana
dcz, follow'd by a hundred Coureurs cle Bois, under 
the command of Mr. Mantet, ventur'd upon the 
Voyage, with intent to l~arn the State of the Fort. 
1 acquainted you in my laft Letter, that Mr. tle Val
rfnp~ had blown up the Wall~ of the fort when 

he 
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he made his Retreat; but by good luck, the da .. 
mage was not fo great as 'twas took to be; for the 
Party commanded by ·Mr. Mantet, have already 
rear'd up the ruinous Wall to the height of fome 
Fathoms, and will continue to work upon the re
pair of the Fort all this Winter. This News Mr. 
Je Frontcnac receiv'd laft Night, which was the fixth 
after his return to this City. 

I had forgot to tell you that he brought with him 
out of France, fome of thofe Iroquefe that Mr. Je 
De»>nviUe had fent to the Galleys, as I intimated in 
my thirteenth Letter; the reft having perifh'd in 
their Chains. Of all thefe unfortunate Barbarians 
that he has brought back, the moft confiderable is 
one that goes by the name of Oreouahe. He was 
not us'd a~ a Galley Slave, in regard that he was the 
Leader of the Goyoguam, and the Governour has 
lodg'd him in the Caftle, in confideration of the 
efteem he fhews both for Mr. de Frontenac,and for the 
French Nation. Some flatter themfelves with the 
hopes, that fome Accommodation with the five Iro
quefe Nations may be effeCl:ed by his Mediati
on ; and for that ·end propofals of Peace are 
now in agitation : But I have three good reafons 
for preditting, that fuch a Defign will prove abor· 
tive. I have already laid thefe Reafons before Mr. 
de Frontcnac, who gave me to know, that after the 
departure of the Ships, he would difcourfe me upon 
that I-Iead. I Jhall not offer at the particulars of his 
Interview, with Monfieur and MadAm cle Denonville; 
till fuch time as you and I have an opportunity of 
talking under the Rofe. Some Officers accompany 
Mr. Denonville and his Lady to France, in hopes of be
ing prefer'd. In all probability the Ships will fet fail to 
Morrow, for we have now a fair and gentle Wefierly 
Gale; be fides, that the feafon for quit~~ng this Port, 
~s almofi fpent. f am, · 

· SIR, Yours, &c. 
LET-. . 
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LETTER XIX. 

Dated at Monreal OEio~er 2. I 69o. 

Relating the Aitempts upon New-England and 

New-York; a fatal Em!Jaffy fent /;y the French 

to the Iroquefe; and an i/1-concerted lnter

prife of tJ;e Englifh and the Iroquefe, in 

marc/;ing /;y Lana to Attack the French Co

lony. 

S I R, 

ABout fifteen days fine~ a Ship of Rocbel laden 

·with Wine and Brandy, arriv'd in this Har

bour; and the Captain took care to convey a Let .. 

ter from you to my Hands. As to your defire of 

having a circumfiantial Account of the Trade of 

Canada, I cannot fatisfie it at prefent, for I am not 

as yet fo thoroughly acquainted with all its Bran

ches. But I affure you, that fome time or other 

I fhall fend you fuch Memoirs, as will give you fa

tisfadion upon that Head. In the mean time, I 

hope you'll be contented with an account of what 

pafs'd in this Country fince the datevof tny laft. 

As foon as Mr. Denonville fet out from 0:febec, 

upon his return to France, Mr. de Frontenac took pof

feffion of the Fort, which is the common Relidence 

pf our Governour-General ; and order'd one of our 

bell Architects to make preparations for rebuilding 

it as foon as he could. 
In the beginning of this year, Mr. d'I~erville at

tetnpted to pillage a fmall Village in New-Yurk, 

call,d by the Iroquefe Corlar; which name they like

w~fe ive to all the Governours of that Englifh Co-
. · · lony. 
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lony. This Gentleman, who is a Canadefe, was at~ 
tended by five hundred Coureurs de Bois, and the like 
nmnber of Savages; and the whole Party made the 
Expedition over Snow and Ice, notwithftanding 
they had three hundred Leagues to march back
ward and £ rward, and that the Roads were very 
rugged and troublefome. Mr d'Iber·vil!e met with 
wonderful Succefs, for after he had pillag'd, burnt, 
and fack'd that little Village, with 1 the adjacent 
Cantons, he fell in with a Party of an hundred 
Iroquefe, and defeated 'em intirely. Much about 
the fame time Mr. de Port11e~{, another Canada Gen
tleman, march'd out at the Head of three hundred 
Men, one half Savages, and the other half Coureurs de 
Bois, with intent to poffefs himfe]f of a Fort belonging 
to the Englijh, call'd Kenebeki, which fi:ands upon the 
Sea-Coaft of :New· England, towards the Frontiers of 
Acadia. The Garrifon of this Fort made a brave 
defence: But there being great quantities of Grana
do's and other Fire-works thrown in upon 'em, 
while the Savages (contrary to their Cuftom) fcal'd 
the Paliffadoes on all hands. the Governour was ob
lig'd to furrender upon Difcretion. 'Tis faid, that 
in this Action the Coureurs de Boi; did their duty ve
ry bravely, but the Enterprife had prov]d fuccef5lefs 
without the affillance of the Savages. 

As foon as the Rivers were navigable, Mr. de Fron
tenac o.ffer'd to fend me with P1opofals of Peace to 
the Ircquf.Jre. Due I made anfwer, that fince his Pock
et and his Table hc1d been free to me during the 
Winter, I could not imagine that he had a mind 
to be rid of me fo foon. Being oblig' d by this re
ply to unfold my meaning, 1 remonftrated to him, 
That, the King of England having loft his Crown, 
and \Var being proclaim' cl, the Governours of New
England and New. York, would infallibly uf~ their 
utm::>!t Efforts to excite thefe Bandito's to redouble 
Jheir Incur lions; that for that end they would fur-

nilh 
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nifh 'em with Ammunition gratis, and even joyn 
'em in order to attack our Towns; and above all, 
that the Intrigue of the Rat had fo provok'd 'em, 
that in my opinion, 'twas impoffible to appeafe 'em. 
Upon thefe Confideratio{ls, 1 humbly befeech'd him 
to have fome other Perfon in his view, in cafe he 
perfifted in his defign of making a Trial of that 
Nature. The Chevalier · Do was fingled out for this 
fatal Embaify, being attended by one Co!in, as In
terpreter of the Iroquefe Langulge, and two young 
Canadans. They fet out in a Canow, and when 
they came in fight of the Village of the Onnnntagues, 
were receiv'd with the honourable Salvo of feveral 
good blows, and conducted with the fame Ceremo
ny to the Village. Such a Retinue could not but 
be difagreeable to the Gentleman that came to make 
offers of a Peace. The ancient Men being quick
ly airembled, thought it moft proper to fend 'em 
back wi h a favourable Anfwer, and in the mean 
time to ingage fome of the A[/Jies and OnnoyoteJ, to 
lye in wait for 'em at the Cataracts of the River, 
and there kill two, fending the third back to fl!!e
bec, and ca:-rying the fourth to their Village, where 
there would be found fome Englifh that would 
fhoot 'em, that is, that would give 'em the fame 
ufage as the Rat did to their Ambaffadours : So true 
it is, that that Action fikks in their ftomacbs. This 
Project: had acrually been put in. execution, if ic had 
not been f11r fome of the Planters of New-Ycrk, 
who were then among the Barbarians, having come 
thither on purpofe to animate 'em againft us. Thefe 
Planters knew fo well how to influence the Barba
rians that were already ·bent upon Revenge ; that a 
Company of young Barbarians burnt 'em all alive, 
excepting the Chevalier Do, whotn they tied Hand 
and Foot, and fent him bound to Bofton, with a 
defign to pump out of hin1, a view of the condition 
of our Colonies and Forces. This piece of News 

we 
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we receiv'd two Months after, by fome Slaves thac 
n1ade their efcape from the lroquefe ; and Mr. de 
Frontenac, when furpris'd with fuch difmal News 
declar'd, that out of twenty Captains that offer'd 
to execute that Commiffion, and would have ta
ken the lmployment for an I-Ionour, I was the only 
one that had been capable of forefeeing its bad 
Succefs. · 

June the 24th, I imbarqu' d for this place in a 
fluggifh Brigantine, that the Captain of the Go. 
vernour's Guards had caus'd to be ~uilt the forego. 
ing Winter. This venerable Vefiel had the ho, 
nour to lodge the lntendant and his Lady ; and all 
of us being in no hafte, fpent ten or twelve days 
by the way, and feafted like Kings every Night. 
Mr. de Frontenac mark'd out a Fort in his paffage to 
the City of Trois Rivieres, which I fpoke of before. 
Fifteen days after our arrival in this place, a cer
tain Savage whofe name was Plake, came and gave 
us notice, that he had difcover'd a Body of a thou
fand Engli~,, and five hundred TroqrJcfe that march'd 
up to attack us. Upon this Intelligence, all our 
Troops crofs'd over to the Meadow of Madelaine) 
oppofite to this City, and there in cam p'd, in con· 
junction with three or four hundred Savages that 
were our Allies, in order to give the Enemy a warm 
Reception. Our Camp was no fooner form'd, than 
Mr. de Frontenac detach'd two or three frnall Parties 
of the Sc1vages to obferve the Enemy. Thefe Parties 
came foon back, after having furpris'd fome firagling 
Iroqaefe at hunting on the Confines of Cbamplaine 
Lake : The Prifoners inform'd us, that the Engl@1 
being unable to encounter the fatigues of the march, 
and unprovided with a fufficient ftock of Provifi· 
ons, both they and tbe Ircquefe were return'd to 

th .... ir own Country. This account being confirm'd 
by other Savages, our Troops decamp' cl, and march'd 
back to this placeJ fron1 whence I was decach'd 

fome 
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fome days afcer to command a Party that was to 
cover the Reapers of Fort Roland, which lies in this 
Ifiand. When the Harveft: was over I return' d to 
this place, along with the Hurons and the Outaouas, 
who had come down from their own Country, in 
purfuit of their ufual Trade in Skins, an account 
of which you had in my eight Letter. Thefe Tra
ders continued here fifteen days, and then march'd 
home. 

This, Sir, is a Summary of all our Occurrences 
of Moment fince the laft: year. About fifteen days 
hence, I think to fet out for 0!ebec, in Mr. de Fron ... 

1 tenac's Brigantin. I conclude with my ufual Com
plement, 

S I R, 

Tours, &c. 

LETTER XX. 

Dated at Rochel ]anuar1 12. 1691. 

Being a Relation of a fecond anclvery important 
Expedition of tbe Engli{h ly Sea; in wbich iJ ' 
contain·d a Letter written !Jy the Englifh Ad
miral to the Count of Frontenac, witb tbis 
Governour's Verbal Anjwer. As alfo an ac
count of the Aut hour's departure for France. 

. SIR, 
'r ' I am arriv'd at laft at Roche!, from whence I now 
~ tranfinit you a Relation of all that pafs'd in 

Canada, fince the date of my lafi Letter. In the 
fpace of a few days after that date, Mr. tie Fronte

~ nac receiv'd advice that a flrong Fleet of Englijh 
Ships, 
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Ships, amounting to thirty four Sail, was feen near 
Tadou}fac. Immediately he got on board of his Bri~ 
gan tine, and order'd all the Troops to imbarque in 
Canows and

1 
Boots, and to r~w Night an~ Day to 

prevent the Enemy ; all whtch was happily put in 
execution. At the fame time he gave orders to Mr. 
de Callieres, to bring down as tnany of the Inhabi. 
tants as poffibly he could. We row'd with fuch 
expedition, and diligence, that we arriv'd the jd 
day at 0febec. As foon as Mr. Je Frontenac debar. 
qued, he view'd the weakeft Pofis, and order'd 
'em to be fortified without lofs of time: He rais'd 
Batteries in fever a I places, and though in that ea· 
pital City we had but twelve great Guns, and but 
little Ammunition, yet he feem'd to be refolutely 
bent upon an obfiinate Refiftance to the efforts of 
the Enen1y's Fleet, which in the mean time flood 
catching of Flies, at the diftance of two Leagues 
fron1 0!cbec. We took the advantage of their flow 
approaches, and work'd inceifantly to put our felves 
in a pofture of defence. Our Troops, our Militia) 
and our conTederate Savages, came up to us on all 
hands. 'Tis cert2in, that if the Englifh Admiral 
had made his Defcent before our .1rrival at 0!ebec, 
or even two days after, he had £arry'd the place 
without ftriki.ng a blow ; for at that dn1e there was 
not two hundred French in the City, which lay 
open, and expcis'd on all hands. But inftead of 
doing that, he caft Anchor towards the point of 
the H1and of Orleans, and loft three days in con
fulting with the Captains of the Ships, before they 
came to a Refolution. He took the Sieur Joliet 
with his Lady and his Mother-in-Laws in a Bark in 
the River of St. Laurerice. Three Merchant-men 
frotn France, and one laden with Beaver-Skins from 
Hudfon Bay, enter'd the River of Sague11ay, by the 
way of Tarlouj]'ac, where they fculk'd, and after 
hauling their Guns afhoar, rais'd very good Batte- I 

rie 
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ries. To be fhort, the Officers of the Enemy's 

Fleet came to a Refolution after the Iofs of three or 

four days in ufelefs Confultations, during which 

time we were joyn'd on all hands by great number·s-of 
Inhabitants and Soldiers. Purfuant to the refoluti

on of the Councils of War, the Englifh Admiral; 

namely, Sir Wi!l.iam Phips, fenc out his Sloop with a 

French Flag upon its Prow, which made up to the 

City with found of Trumpet. Upon this, Mr. de 

Frontenac fent out another with a French Officer to 

meet it, who found an Er,glijh Major in the Sloop, 

who gave him to underfiand, that he had the charge 

of a Letter from his General, to the Govern our of 
Canada, and hop'd he might be allow'd to deliver it 

himfelf. Upon that the Prencb Officer took him 

into his Sloop, and having blindf@lded him, con

ducted him to the Governour's Chamber; where 

his Face being uncover' cl, he deliver'd him a Letter, 

the fubftance of which was this. 

' I Sir William Phips, General of the Forces of 
' New.England, by Sea and Land, to Count Fronte

c nac1 Governour General of f<.!!ebec, by Orders from, 
'and in the name of William Ill. and Mary King 

' and Queen of England; am come to make my felf 
~ Mafier of this Country. But in regard that I 
' have nothing fo 1nucb in view, as the preventing 

' of the effufion of Blood, I require you to furren

' der at difcretion, your Ciries, Cafiles, Forts , 

'Towns, ai well as your Perfons; affuring you a 

' the fame time, that you lhall meet with all man

' ner of good Ufage, Civility and f-lumanity. Jf 
' you do not accept of this Propofal without any_ 

' Reftric1ion, I will indeavour, by the affiftance of 
' Heaven, on which I rely, and the force of my 
' Arms, to make a Conqueft of 'en1. I expect a po• 
~ fitive anfwer in writing in the fpace of an Hour 

'4lnd in he mean time ive yo noti(;c, that afcet 
t h_ 
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' the commencement of 1-Ioftilities, llhall not enter
' cain any thoughts of Accommodation 

Sign'd, Wil!iam Phips. 

After the Interpreter 11ad tranflated the Letter to 
Mr. de Frontenac, who was then furrounded with Of
ficers ; he order' d the Captain of his Guards to 
make a Gibbet before the Fore, in order to hang the 
poor Major, who in all appearance underfiood 
French ; for upon the pronouncing of this fatal Sen
tence, he w~s like to fwoon away. And indeed I 
snuft fay, the Major had fome reafon to be affeded, 
for he had certainly been hang'd, if the Bilhop and 
the Intendant, who to his good luck were then pre
fent, had not interceded on his behalf. Mr. de Fron· 
tenac pretended, th~t they were a 'Fleet of Pyrates, 
or of Perfons without Commiffion, for that the 
King of England was then in France. But at laft the 
Governour being appeas'd, order,d the Major to re
pair forthwith on board of his Admiral, againft 
whom he could defend himfelf the better, for not 
being attack·d. At the fame time he declar'd, that 
he knew no other King of Great Britain, than James 
II, that his rebellious Subjetl:s were Pyrates, and 
that he dreaded neither their Force nor their Threats. 
This faid, he threw Admiral Phips's Letter in the 
Major's face, and then turn'd his Back upon him. 
Upon that the poor Ambaffadour took frelh eau .. 
rage, and looking upon his Watch, cook the liber
ty to ask Mr. de Ji'rontenac, if he could not have his 
Anfwer in Writing before the hour elaps:d. But the 

-Oovernour made anfwer with all the haughtinefs 
and difdain imaginable, that his Admiral deferv'd 
no other a.nfwer, than what flew from the Mouth 
of Cannons and Mu kets. Thefe words were no 
(ooner pronounc'd, than the Major w~s forc'd to 
rake his Letter again, and being blind-folded, was 
reconduded eo his Sloop, in which he row'd to• 

;~rds the Fleet vvith all expedition. The 
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The next day about two in the Afternoon, fixtrf. 

Sloops were fent afboar with ten or twelve hundred 
Men, who flood upon the Sand in very go.od or
der. After that the Sloops went back to the Ships, 
and brought afhoar the like Compliment of Men, 
which was afterwards joyn'd by a third Comple
ment of the fame number. As foon as thefe Troops 
were landed, they began to tuarch towards t .e Ci
ty with Drums . beating, and Colours flying. This 
Defcent was made over againft the Hle of Orleans, 
about a League and a half below f<.!!ebec ; but 'cwas 
not fo expeditious, but th~t our Confederate Sava
ges, with two hundred C m·eurs de Rois, a1 d fifty 
Officers, had time to poH 1emfelves in a Jopfe of 
thick Brambles, which lay half a League off the 
place of Landing. It being impoffiblc fot fo fmall 
a Party to come to an open Battle with a numerous 
Enemy, they were forc'd to fight after the manner 
of the Savages, that is, to lay Ambufcadoes fron1 
place to place in the Copfe, which was a quarter 
of a League broad. This way of waging 'W.., ar 
prov'd wonderfully fuccefsful to us, for our l\1~n 
being pofted in the middle of the Cop~' ~e fuffer'd 
the Englijl1 to enter, and then fir'd upon 'em, y
ing flat upon the ground till they fir'd their pieces; 
after which we fprung up, and drawing into knots 
here and there, repeated our fire with fuch fuccefs, 
that the Englifh Militia perceiving our ~avages fell 
into confufion and diforder, and their Battalions 
were broke; infomuch, tbat they becook rhcmfelves 
to flight, crying ouc, Indians, Indians, and g;1ve our 
Savages the opportunity of 1naking a bloody flaugb
ter among 'em, for we found three hundred A1en 
left upon the fpot, wichouc any other lofs on our 
fide, than that of ten Co;;lreurs de Bois, four Officers, 
and two Savages. 

The next day the Engli.fh landed four pieces of 
brafs Canngn mounted like Field-pieces, and fought 

M 2- very 
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very bravely, · though they were very ill difciplin'd. 
'Tis certain there was no want of Courage on their 
fide, and their want of Succefs muft: be imputed to 
their unacquain ednefs with Military Difcipline, to 
their being infeebled by the fatigues of the Sea, and 
to the i l conduct of Sir William Phips, who upon 
this Enterprife could not have done more than he 
did, if he had been ingag'd by us to fhnd frill with 
his hands in his Pockets. This day pafs'd over more 
peaceably than the next: For then the Englijh m de a 
frefh attempt to force their paffage through the 
Copfe, by the help of their Ardllery ; but they loft 
three or four hundred more in the attempt, and 
were forc'd to retire with all diligence to the Land
ing· place: On our fide we loft Mr. de St. Helenc, 
who dy'd of a wound in his Leg, and about forty 
French·men and Savages. This Vicrory animated us 
fo much, that we purfued the Englifh to their Camp, 
and lay all Night flat upon the ground jufl: by it, 
with a defign to a track it by the break of day: 
But they fav'd us the labour, for they imbarqued a
bout Midnight with fuch confufion, that we kill'd 
fifty more of 'em, rather by chance, than by dexte· 
rity, white they were ge ting into their Boars. When 
day came, we tranfported to f!..uebec their Tents and 
their Cannon, which they had left behind 'em; 
the Savages being in the mean time imploy'd in fhip· 
ping the dead in the \Vood. 

The fame day that the Defcent was made, Sir 
William Pbip1 weigh'd and came eo an Anchor with 
four great Ships, at the difiance of a Musket-/hot 
from the lower City, where we had only one Batte
ry of fix or eighc Pounders. There he Cannonadoed 
for twenty four hours fo handfomly, that the fire 
of the great Guns cquard that of the fmall Arms. 
The dan1mage they did to the roofs of the Houfes, 
amounted to five or fix Jiltoles; for as I intorm'd 
you in my firfi Letter, the Wails of the Houfes are 
fo hard, that a 13all cannot pierco 'em. When 
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When Sir William Phips had made an end of thefe 

glorious Exploits, he fent to demand ·of Mr. de Fron
tenac fome Engl;p, Prifoners. in exchange for the 
Sieur 1oliet, with his Wife and his Mother, and fome 
Seamen; which was forthwith put in execution. 
This done, the Fleet weigh'd Anchor and fieer'd 
homeward. As foon as the three Merchantmen 
that Jay fculking in the River of SaguenaJ, faw the 
Fleet running below Tadoujfac with full Sail before 
a Wefterly Gale, they put· their Guns aboard, and 
purfuing their Voyage with great fatisfaetion, ar
riv' d at Qyebec on the I 2th. of November. They had 
fcarce put their Cargoe on fuoar, when the bitter 
cold cover'd the River with Ice, which dammag'd 
their Ships fo much, that they were forc'd to run 
'em afhoar. This troublefom Froft was as uneafie 
to 1ne, as to Mr. Je Frontenac; for I then fa w that I 
was oblig'd to pafs another Winter in Canada, and 
Mr. de Frontenac was at a lofs, to contrive a way of 
fending the King advice of this Enterprife. But by 
good luck, there came all of a fudden a downfal of 
Rain, which was follow'd by a Thaw, and was e
qually acceptable to us both. Immediately theGo
vernour order' d an unrigg' d F rig at to be rigg' d and 
fitted out; which was done accordingly with fuch 
difpatch, that the Ballaft, Sails, Ropes, and Mafis, 
were all in order almoft as foon as the Orders were 
given out. \Vhen the Frigat was ready to fail, the 
Governour told me, that the making of France as 
foon as ever I could, would be a piece of important 
Service; and that I ought rather to perifh, than to 
fuffer myfelfto be taken by the Enemy,or to put in at: 
any Port whatfoever by the way. Ac the fame tim~ 
he gave me a particular Letter to ~1r. de Seignelay, 
the purport of which was much to my advantage. 

I put to Sea the '2oth of lvovember, tLe like of 
whi h was never feeu in that place h .. fore. At the 

Q.... of Co tdres we 'fc,tp'd luckily, for there tl e 
M 3 North.,. 



·166 Some New Poyages 
North-Eafi '\V ind blew fo hard upon us, that aftet 
we had drop'd Anchor , we thought to have 
been fpli t in pieces in the Night-time. The 
re!l of our paffage was good enough, for we en. 
counter' cl but one Storm till wearriv'd at this place. 
Indeed we met with contrary Winds, about 1 ;o 
Leagues off the coa{l of France, which oblig'd us 
to traverfe, and lye b)· for a long time, and 'twas 
for this reafon that our paffage was fo long. 

I hear you are now in Provence, and that Mr. de 
Seig11elai is gone upon a Voyage to the other World, 
which is of a quite different nature from that I have 
juft perform~d. In earnefi, Sir, his Death is the 
}aft m1sfortune to the Navy of France, to the Colo. 
nies of the two Amerir~' s, and to me in particular, 
fince Mr. de Frontenac's Recommendatory Letter is 
thereby render' d ufelefs to me. I am, 

S I R, Yours, &c. 

LETTER XXI. 

Dated at Rochcl1uly 26. 1691. 

Containing a Defcription of the Courts 01' Offices 
of the Miniflers o( State, and a view of fome 
Services that are ill rewarded at Court. 

SIR, 
li E Letter you writ to me two Months agoe 

came to my Hands at Paris ; but I could not 
give you an anfwer there, becaufe I had not then 
done my bufinefs. Now that I am return'd toRo
~bel, I have leifure thne enough to inform you of 
all that befell me fince n1y return to France. As foon 
3s I arriv'd tt~ Ve,jailles, I waited upon Mr. de Pont• 

· ~hartrain, 
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chartrain, who fucceeded Mr. de Seignelai. I repre .. 

fented to him, that Mr. de Frontemzc had given n1e a 

Letter to his Predeceffour,in which he took notice of 

the Services I had done. I remonfirated to him, 

that my Eftate being feiz'd upon, and there being 

feveral Law-fuits to be adjufi:ed, where my prefence 

was neceifary, I hop'd his Majefty would give me 

leave to quit his Service. He made anfwer, that 

he had been inform' d of the ftate of my Affairs , 

and that I was allow'd to purfue the management of 

'em, till the departure of the laft Ships that are 

bound this year tor ~ebec, to which Place he mean'd 

I fhould . return. Having receiv'd this anfwer, I 
went from Verfaille.r to Paru, where my Relations 

drew me into a con(ultation of feveral Counfellors, 

who declar'd that my Affairs were fo perplex'd, that 

in their opinion, I could not have 'em adjufted in fo 

lhorta time. In the mean time,the Crowns I wasforc'd 

to lug out for this Confultation, turn'd my Stomach 

againft the going to Law with Perfons that had fo 

much intereft in the Parliament of Pari.r; infomuch, 

that I was almoft in the mind of lofing my Right, 

rather than to enter upon the Law.fuit. However, I 
did not fail to put in for a provifion upon my con

fifcated Eftate, by venue of my being actually in 
the Service. But the foiliciting of that, coft me fo 

much trouble and charges, that though my power

ful Adverfaries had not been able to prevent the ob

taining of my requeft, yet the Sum adjudg'd there

upon, would not be fufficient to anf wer the char

ges I was at. Mej]ieurs de Bragelone are very honoura

ble Gentlemen, as you know very well. 'Tis cru'"",they 

love Piftoles better than their Relations, and upon 

that Principle contented themfelves in doing me che 
honour of their good Ad vice, for their Generoficy 

do's not go much further ; and if I had no other re

fuge than theirs, I fhould be but in a forry cor.diti

oo. The Abbot of Ecoutte.r, who is more liberal, 
M 4 tho' 
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tho' not fo rich as they, made me a Prefent of a hun
dred Louis tl'ors, which I applied to the payment of 
the Fees, for being receiv' d into the Order of St. 
Laz..arus. The Ceremony of that Inftallment was 
perform'd in Mr. de Lowuois his Chamber, and did not 
lafi fo long as the telling of the Money. I was in 
hopes that this generous Abbot would have befiow'd 
upon me fome fimple Benefice that he might have 
thrown in my way, without injuring himfelf: But it 
feems, a fcruple of Confcience flood my Enemy. 
Upon the whole, Sir, I was e'en forc'd at laft to go 
to Ver(aillu to f'Ollicit for a Place, which is the 
m oft cutting and vexatious Office in the World. 
Do but confider, Sir, that in thofe Royal Apart
nlents Crowns fly, and no body knows where they 
go. One muft patiently attend five or fix hours a 
day in ~1r. Je Pomcbartrain's Apartments, only to 
lhew himfelf every time that that Minifier goes out 
or comes in. ' 
· 1-{e no fooner appears, than every one crowds in 
to prcfent Nlemorials clogg'd with fifty Reafons, 
which commonly fly off as light as the Wind. As 
foon as be receives thefe Petitions, he gives 'em to 
f ame Secretary or other that follows him ; and this 
Secretary carries 'em to Meffieurs de la Touche, de 
Begon~ and de Saluberri; whofe Footmen receive 
Pifto!es from moft of the Officers, who without 
that Expedient, wou;d be in danger of catching cold 
at the Door of the Office of thefe Deputies. 'Tis 
from that expedient alone, that their good or bad 
deftiny m4fi How. Pray undeceive your felf, as to 
your notion of the protecHon of great Lords: The 
time is gone in which the Minifters granted what
ever they ask'd for their BafiardsJ their Footmen, 
and their Vaffals. There is but two or three Prin
ces or Dukes, who being great Favourites, will med
dle in protettin~ thofe that have no immediate de
pendance upon em : And if ;hefe do it, 'ds very 

feldom; 
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feld01n ; for you know that the Gentry of France is in 
no great ircumfiances,and chefe great Lords have of ... 
teatimes poor Friends of their own, for whom they 
are oblig'd to ask places, in order to their Subfiftence. 
As the World goes now, the Minifters are upon fuch 
a foot, that they'll refufe any thing to Perfons of 
the higheft Dignity about Court, by replying, the 
King will have it fo, or the King will have it other
wife. And as for the Topick of Merit; that's fuch 
a frightful Monfier, that it can have no Reception 
in the Minifters Offices, nay, moft of the Minifters 
are ftruck with horrour when they think of it. 'Tis 
the Minifiers , in effeCt, that difpofe of all pla
ces, though it appears as if 'twere the King. They 
do what they pleafe, without being accountable to 
him, for he puts all upon the affection and zeal 
they ought to have for his Service. They carry Ex
tracts to him, in which the merit of the Officers 
they mean to prefer, is either fuppos'd or extoll'd. 
But the Memorials of thdfe they do not like, are 
far from appearing. 

I'm forry I fhould be oblig'd to lay this truth be ... 
fore you; however, I mention no particular Mi
nifier, for they are not all of that kidney. I know 
fome of 'em that would corn to do the leaft in
juftice to any Man whatfoever; and would not fuf
fer their Suiffes, or their Lackeys, or even their De
puties or Clerks, to. intrigue for the preferment of 
fuch and fqch Perfons by the means ofPiftoles. Thefe 
dexterous Intriguers, do by indirect means make more 
Officers, th~n you have hairs on your I lead; and 
'tis for that reafon they are faluted a League off~ 

and dignify'd as ferioufiy with the Title of Monfieur, 

as their Mafters are with that of Mon{eigneur or 
Grandeur. Thefe ]aft Titles have been acquir'd by 
our Minifters and Secretaries of State, with as 
~uch glory, as by our Bilhops. We muft not think 

!~ (lr~nge therefore, that even o~r General Officers 
· have 
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ave the words Monfeigneur and Grandeurfo frequent

ly in their Mouths, provided it be accompany'd 
wi'th that of your Excellency. I fwear, Sir, I could 
find matter for a Book of three hundred Pages in 
Folio, if I had a. mind to be particular upon the in
trigues of the Officers and Minifters of State; upon 
the means by which the Sollicitors compafs their ends, 
the notorious Knavery of a certain fort of People, 
and the patience with which the Officers mutt be 
fortified ; upon the contempt that thofe meet with, 
who ha.ve no other R ... commendation than Merit, 
and in a word, upon all the inftances of Injuftice, 
that are pratl:is'd without the King,s knowledge. 

Let it be as it will, I muft acquaint you that af. 
ter a fruitlefs Sollicitation for what I thought I had 
fome Title to, in confideration of my Services, I 
receiv'd this Anfwer, that the King would order 
Mr. de Frontenac to provide for me as handfomly as 

e could, when an occafion offer'd : So that I was 
forc'd to reft fatisfi'd with my Anfwer, and re
folve to continue a Captain for ever; for I know 
very well that the Governour of Canada can not 
prefer me to a higher Poft. 

Having )eft Verfailtes," I came hither with all ex
pedition , and then went to receive the com
mands of the lntendant of Rocbefort. He acquainted 
me that the Ship call'd Honore was fitting up, and 
that I might fail as foon as 'twas ready. He re
~ommended to me the Chevalier Je Meaupou, Ma
dam Pontcbartrajn's Nephew, who is to go along 
with me. This Gentleman having the curiofity to 
fee CAnada, is come hither from Paris, with ahand
fom Retinue. 'Tis io vain to fee forth to him the 
edioufnefs of the Paffage, the inconveniencies of 

the Sea, and the difagreeablenefs of the Coon· 
try ; for all chefe Arguments ferve only to inflame 
his Curiofity. The Count d' Aunay is to convoy 
. s to the Latitude of Cape Fi11i{ferre1 at which place 

. be 
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be is to take leave of us, and return to Rochefort. 
We only ftay for a fair Wind to put to Sea. I am, 

SIR, 

Yours, &c. 

------------------------------------
L E T T E R XXII. 

Dated at ~ebec Nov. I o. I 69 I. 

Which contains an Account pf the Authors Jepar
parture from Rochel to Quebec, of his Voy· 
age to the Mouth of the Ri'Ver St. Laurence, 
of a Ren-counter he had with an Engliili Ship 
which he fought; of the flranding of his Ship; 
of his failing, through tiJe Ri'Ver St. Laurence; 
of the News he recei'V'd, that a Party of the 
Englifi1 and Iroquefe had defeated a Body 
of the French 1roops. 

S I R, 

TW 0 days ·after I wrote to you, we fet fail 
from the Harbour of Rochel, upon our great 

Voyage to Canada. On the sth of Aup;uft we per
ceiv'd a great Ship, which the Count of Aunay gave 
chafe to, who having a better Sailer, came up with 
her in three hours time, whereupon fue on a fud
den put up Genoefe Colours. Some Guns were fir'd 
upon the Prow, to oblige her to fhike; but the Cap 
tain was fo obftinate, that Mr. J.' Aunay was forc'd to 
give her a Broadfide, which kill'd four or five of 
the Seamen, whereupon the reft were ob\ig'd to put 
out their Long.boat, and carry to his Ship their 
Paifports and Bills of Lading. On the 1oth, after 

the,. 
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they had taken the Latitude, the Pilots thinking that 
they were even with Cape FinJfter, Mr. d'Aunay fent 
out his Long-boat, to acquaint me that he was then 
upon his recurn home, upon which I wrote him a 
Lecter of thanks. Father Bechefer a Jefuit, who had 
been many years Superior of the College of 0febtc, 
whither he was now going in the fame Capacit , was 
forc'd to throw himfelf into this Long-boa , in order 
to his return into France, having found himfelf con
tinually indifpos'd, from the fir fi: day we put to Sea. 
On the 2 ;d of Auguft we had a great Storm of Wind 
from the North-Weft, which lafted about twenty four 
bou,·s, being then a hundred Leagues off the Bank of 
Newfound-L~· ' ._ 1Jis Bank takes its Name from the[. 
Jland of r, T ... d-Land, a Map of which is here annex' d. 

~ en th Storm was over, there fucceeded a 
Win r .t the North-Eaft, which drove us in tenor 
twelve bours, to the Mouth of the River of St. Lau
rence. On the 6th of September we difcover'd a Ship 
L1ir ng from the Coaft of Gafpe, which bore down 
upon us with a full fail. We thought at firft that 
they were French coming from Qr!ebec, but their way 
of working the Ship difcover'd to us within an hour 
after) that they were Enemies. After we knew 
them, we prepar'd to fight them, and they being a
bout a League to che Wind ward of us, came quick
ly down upon us with full Sail, within Musket· 
!hot. Prefently they put up Englifh Colours, and gave 
us a Broad-fide ; and we put up our own Colours, 
and paid thetn home in their own Coyn. The Fight 
1afied two hours, and both fides fir'd continually 
one upon another, but the Sea being tempeftuous, · 
we were oblig'd to /hear off as Night came on, 
without fuffering any other lofs, than1 the wound
ing of two Seamen, and the receiving of twenry 
eight or thirty fhot in our Mafts, Sails, and Rig· 
ging. Two days after we met Mr. Duta, Captain 
pf the ffaZ:Jardotu, who w~s homeward bound for 

.frtmce~ 
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France, being a Convoy to ten or twelve Merchant 
Ships. He gave me fome Refrefhments, and told 
me fome news of Canada, which were very accep
table. We purfu'd our courfe in fpight of the South
Eafi Wind, which oblig'd us to tack about feveral 
ways, till we came to Partner.{, near to Tadouffac. 
In this place we were ilranded by the fault of the 
Coafiing-Pilot, who being obfiinate for cafiing An
chor near the Land, was like to have been the caufe 
of a Shipwrack At Mid igl1t the Ship was fo dalh'd 
~gainft the Sand, that I thought lhe was fplit in 
pieces, but the ~'ide ebbing by degrees, the was left 
lying upon the Coaft, without any apparent Dam
age. I prefently caus'd a Kedger to be dropt in 
the deep Water belag'd with feveral Ropes call' 
Grelim Epiffiu ( fee the Explication Table, ) and the 
next Morning the Tide returning fet the Ship afloat, 
and then we haul'd it in with the Capeftan. On 
the I ;th we caft anchor near the Red Ijland, and the 
next day being the 14th, we pafs'd that Channel 
without danger, by the favour of a frelh Gale from 
the North-Eaft. 

On the I )th we cafi Anchor at the Ijle of Hares .. 
On the 16th we pafs'd the Ijle of Coudres: On the 
17th we weather'd the Cape of Tourmente, and the 
next day we anchor'd in this Port. From th ... 
Mouth of the River to this place, we had the fineil: 
Sunfhine days that ever were feen : During which 
time, I had both leifure and opportunity ro view 
the Coafis on the right Hand and the left, while we 
tack'd about and about as the wind ferv'd. When 
I faw a great many Rivers on the South fide, I ask'd 
the Pilots why the S~ips us'd to freer their courfe 
on the North fide, where there is no Anchorage 
to be found, but at Papimzcheje, the feven Ijles, and 
Port11euf. They anfwer'd me, that the ordinary Bree
zes of the rough North-Weft Wind, which blows 
upon this River for three quarters of a year, were 

the 
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the true caufe why they durft not go far from the 
North fide; and chat no body could enfure a Ship 
that fhould fieer on the South fide, except it were 
in the Months of June, July, and Auguft. If ic 
were not for that, I believe it would be more plea
fa ne, more eafie, and lefs dangerous to fail on the 
South, than on the North fide, becaufe one might 
caft Anchor every Night at the entrance of thofe 
Rivers which difcharge themfelves all along that 
Coafi, and would not be oblig'd to be veering a
bout continually Night and Day, as he is forc'd to 
do, when he fteers his courfe on the North fide. 
This, Sir, is all. I had to fay at prefent about our 
failing in this River, which I lhall have occafion to 
mention to you again. After our Ship caft Anchor 
before f<!!ebec, I landed with the Chevalier Meaupou, 
w.bom I conducted to the Houfe of Mr. Frontenac, who 
ofter' d to him as well as to me, the ufe of his Table 
and Houfe. I am inform'd that ;oo Englifh, and 2oo 
lroquefe, approach 'd about two Months agoe to the 
Ifle of Mo'I:Jreal; That the Governour ot that lfle 
tranfported 1) Companies from the other fideofche 
River, ro watch their Motions; That a Detach
ment of the Enemy having furpriz' d our Out
Guards, atcack'd the whole Body of them, and our 
Camp at the f.une time with fo much Vigour and 
Courage, that they kill'd upon the fpoc more than 
three hundred Soldiers,befides two Captains,fix Lieu
tenants, and five Enflgns; and that after this fatal 
Expedition, Mr. Valrenes, a Captain of the Ma• 
rines, [~;!t out fron1 Monreal, with a Detachment of 
Fremb and Savages, to go to Fort Chambli, (for 
fear the Iroquefe fhould attack that Poll: ) who ha· 
ving met in their paifage a party of Englifh and Iroquefe, 
arcack'd them vigoroufly, and defeated them. 

All thefe different Adventures give me ground 
to conjecture, that it will be much more difficult 

than 
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than 'tis in agin'd, to nlJY.e a good Peace with th 
five Nations of the Iroquefe. Mr. FrorJten~zc has given 
the neceffary Orders to all the neighbouring Habi
tations, that they fhould tranfport a g1 eat quantity 
of Stakes and Lime in the Winter time to the Neigh
bourhood of this City. Farewel Sir, the laft Ships 
which are to depart hence for France, will fail in 
three or four days. I am, 

S I R, Yours, &c. 

L E T T E R XXIII. 

Dated at Nants OBob. 2.5. 1692. 

Containing an Account o( the taking of {ome 
Englilli Pe.f{els, of defeating a Party of the 
lroquefe, of an Iroquefe burnt ali'Ve at Q!le
bec; of another Party of thefe Barbarians, w/;o 
ha'Ving forpriz.' d fome Coureurs de Boi .. , were 
afterwards forpriz.' d tbemfelves. Of the Pro
jeEt of an Enterpriz.e propo/d by Mr. Fronte
nac to the Author. Of t!Je Authors departure 
in a Frig,at for France, and /;is /lopping at Pla
centia, which was attack' d l'J an Engl1il1 r1eet 
that came to take tbat Pofl from us. l-Iow the 
Engli!h faif din tbeir Defign, and tbe Autbor 
purfu' d his Voyage. 

SIR, 

THIS Letter omes from Britany, and not from 
Canada, from :V hence I parted fuddenly to re

turn into France, about two Months after I re
ceiv'd your Letter, which I could not then anfwer 
for want of an opportunity. ou tell me, that you 
are fatisfi' d with the Defcription I ha\~~ fe you of 

the 
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the River St. Laurence, and that you would be very 
glad to have as exatl: an account of the whole Coun. 
try of Canada. I can fcarce fatisfie your defire at 
prefent becaufe I have not yet had time to fort all 
my Memoirs, and therefore you muft not take it 
am ifs, that I pray you to ufpend your curiofity for 
fome time. In the mean time, here follows the 
Relation of fome things that happen'd in Canada, 
which may be acceptable to you . 

.Immediately after the Ships parted from ~ebec 
the laft year, Mr. Frontenac order'd a Plan to be 
drawn of a Wall to encompafs the City, and ha
ving tranfported thither all the Materials neceifary 
for building fome Redoubts of Stone, he took care 
to fortifie it during the Summer. Some days agoe 
a Gentleman of New- England call' d Nelfon , was 
brought prifoner to f!..uebec, who. was taken in the 
River of Kenebeki,upon the Coafi of Acadia, together 
with three Ships belonging to him, and beca· fe he 
\Vas a very gallant Man, Mr. Frontenac gav i 1m a 
Lodging at h!s own Houfe.~ and treated him with 
all manner of Civility. About the beginning of 
this year, this Governour gave the command of a 
Party confifting of r )O Soldiers, to Chevalier Beau· 
cour, with whom fifty of the Savages that were our 
Friends were joyn'd, in order to march on the 
Ice towards Fort Frontenac. About thirty or forty 
Leagues from Monreal, they met a Company of fix
ty Iroquefe, who were difcover; d by the Foot·fteps 
of fome of their Hunters, chat had ftragled out of 
their Cottages, and the next day they were all fur· 
priz'd, and either had their Throats cue, or were 
made Prifoners. The Sieur de la Plante who liv'd 
in Slavery with thefe Wretches, had the good for· 
rune to be prefen in their Company w'1en they 
were defeated, and he h 1 ce aioly been kill'd with 
his Mafiers, if he had not cry' d out with all his 
Might, Spare me, I am a Frmcbrrum: f e was one of 
. ~ 
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the four Officers, who had the misfortune to beta

ken in that fatal lncurfion, which thefe Tygers made 

into Monreal, as I told you in my 17th Letter. The 

Chevalier Beaucour return'd again to the Colony with 

his Party, and brought along with him twelve Pri

foners of the Iroquefe, who were immediately con. 

ducted to Rf!ebec : After they arriv'd, 1\1r. Frontenac 

did very judicioufly conden1n two of the wicked

eft of the Company, to be burnt alive with a flow ._ 

Fire. This Sentence extreamly terrified the Gover

nour's Lady, and the Jefuits; the Lady us'd all 

manner of fupplication to procure a moderation of 

the terrible Sentence, but the Judge was inexorable, 

and the jefuics employ'd all their Eloquence in vain 

upon this occafion. The Governour anf we red 

them, " That it was abfolutely neceifary to n1ake 

"feme terrible examples of Severity to frighten the 

" Iroquefe ; That fince thefe Barbarians burnt almoft 

"all the French, who had the misfortune to fall h -

" to their Hands, they muft be treated after the 

"fame manner, becaufe the Indulgence which had 

" hitherto been fhown them, feem'd to authorize 

" them to invade our Plantations, and fo much the 

" rather to do it, becaufe they run no other hazard, 

'' than that of being taken, and well kept at their 

"Mafter's Houfes; but when they fhould under .. 

" fiand that the French caus'd them to be burnt, the}' 

" would have a care for the future, how they ad-

'' vanc'd with fo 1nuch boldnefs to the very Gates 

" of our Cities ; and in fine, That the Sentence of 

" Death being paft, thefe two wrc ches muft pre .. 

" pare to take a Journey into the other World. 

This obftinacy appear'd furprizing in Mr. Frontmac, 

who but a little before had favour'd the efcape of 

three or four Perfons liable to the Sentence of Death, 

upon the importunate prayer of Madam the Gover

nefs ; but though fhe redoubled her ea nefi: Suppli

tations, lhe could not alter his firm Refolution as 
to 
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to thefe two Wretches. The Jefuits were thereup
on fent to Baptize them, and oblige them to ac
knowledge the Trinity, and the Incarnation, and 
to reprefent to them the Joys of Paradife, and the 
Torments of Hell, within the fpace of eight or ten 
hours. . You will readily confefs, Sir, that this was 
a. very bold way of treating thefe great Myfteries, 
and that to endeavour to make the lroquefe under
ftand them fo quic~ly, was to expofe them to their 
Laughter Whether they took the~e Truths for Song,, 
I do not know; but this I can afiure you, that from 
the Minute they were acquainted with this fatal 
News, they fent back thefe good Fathers without e. 
ver hearing them ; and then they began to fing the 
fong of Death, according to die cuftom of the Sa
vages. Some charitable Perfon having thrown a 
Knife to the1n in Prifon, he who had the leaft Cou· 
rage of the two, thruft it into his Breaft, and died 
of the Wound immediately. SomeyoungHuromof 
Lorette, aged between fourteen and fifceen years, 
came to feize the other, and carry him away to the 
Diamant Cape, where notice was given to prepare a 
great pile of Wood. He ran to death with a great· 
er unconcern~dnefs, than Socrates would have done, 
if he had been in his cafe. During the time of Ex
ecution he fung continually; " That he was a War
,, riour, brave and undaunted ; that the moft cruel 
"kind of Death ·could not fhock his Courage, that 
"no Tonnenrs could extort from him any Cries, 
" that his Corn panion was a Coward for having 
"kill'd himfelf through the fear of Torment; and 
" laftly, that if he was burnt, he had this Comfort, 
" that he had treated many French and Hurons after 
" the fame manner. All that he faid was very true, 
and chiefly as to his own courage and firmnefs of 
Soul; for I c n truly fwear to you, that be nei· 
ther fhed Tears> nor was ever perceiv'd to Sigh ; 
but ou the contrary, during all the time that hefuf· 

fer'd 
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fer' d the m oft horrible T ormencs that could be in
vented, and which lafted about the fpace of three 
hours, he never ceas' d one Minute from fin gin g. 
The foles of his Feet were roafled before two great 

·Stones red hot, for more than a quarter of an hour; 
the tops of his Fingers were fcorch'd in a Stove of 
lighted Pipes ; during which Torture he did not 
draw back his Hand. After this the feveral joynts 
of his Body were cut off, one after another : The 
Nerves of his Limbs and Arms were diflorted with 
a little Iron Wand, after fuch a manner, as cannot 
poffibly be exprefs'd. In fine, after many other 
Tortures, the hair of his Head was taken off after 
fuch a manner, that there remain'd nothing but the 

. Skull, upon which thefe young Executioners were 
going to throw fome burning Sand, when a certain 
Sla\te of the Hurons of Lorette, by the order of Ma
dam the Governefs, knock' d him on the head with 
a Club, which put an end to his Martyrdom. As 
to my felf, I vow and fwear, that the Prologue of 
this Tragedy, created in me fo great a Horror, that 
I had not the curiofity to fee the end of it, nor to 
hear this poor Wretch fing to the laft moment 
of his Life. I have feen fo many burnt againft 1ny 
Will, amongft thofe People where I fojourn'd, du .. 
ring the courfe of my Voyages, that I cannot think 
of it without trouble. 'Tis a fad Spectacle, at which 
every one is obliged to be prefent, when he happens 
to Sojourn among thefe Savage Nations, who inftic 
this cruel kind of Death up)n their Prifoners of 
War; for as I have told you io one of my Letters, 
all the Savages pracHfe this barbarous Cruelty. No
fhing is more grating to a civil M n, c~•an rhat he 
.ts oblig'd to be a Witnefs of the Torments which 
this kind of Ivlartyrs fuffer; for if any one fhould. 
pretend to fhun this Sight, or exprefs any Compafli
on for them, he would be efleem'd by, them a Man 
of no Courage. 

N 2. After 
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After the Navigation was open and free, the 

Sie ur St. Michel a Canadan, fet out from Monreal for 
the Beaver Lakes, at the Head of a Pany of the 
Coreurs de Bois, with fevetai Canows laden with fuch 
Goods as are proper for the Savages. In their paf.. 
fage from Lo11g-Saut, to the River of the Outaaum, 
they met fixty Iroquefe, who furpriz'd them,and cut all, 
their Throats except four, that had the good for
tune to efcape, and carry the news to Monreal. Ai , 
foon as this fatal accident was known, the Cheva
lier Vaudreuil, put himfelf in a Canow with a De
tachment, and purfu'd this party of Iroqu.eje, being 
follow'd by a hundred Canadans, and fome confe
derate Savages. I know not by what chance he had 
the good fortune to overtake them, but fo it was, 
he furpriz'd them, and attack'd thetn with Vigour, 
upon which they fought defperately, but at laft they 
were defeated. This Victory coft us the lives of many 
of our Savages, and of three or four of our Officers. 
The !roquefe that were taken, were carried to the Ci
ty of ·Monreal, near which place they were regal'd 
with a Salvo of Baftinadoes. 

About the beginning of the Month of ,7uly, Mr. 
Frontenac having receiv'd fome News from the 
Commander of the Lakes, fpoke to me of a cer
t-.in Project, which I had formerly thown him to 
be of great Importance: But becaufe he did not fuf
ficiently confider all the advantages that might be 
reap'd from ·c, and on the contrary, apprehended 
a great many difficulties would attend the putting it 
in execution, he bad altogether neglected this Af· 
fa·r, of which I /hall give you the following ac
count. 

I obferv'd to you in n1y 17th Letter, the great Im· 
portance and Advantage: of the Forts of Frontenac 
and Niagara, and that in the conjuncture of Cir· 
cumftances wherein Mr. Denonville then found them, 
it .was impoffible to preferve them. You have alfo 

~ remarqu'd 
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remarqu'd the advantages which the Savages have 

over the Euro.pea1Js, by their way of fighting in the 

Forrefts of this vaft Continent. Since we cannot 

deltroy the Iroquefe with our own fingle Forces, we 

are neceffarily oblig'd to have recourfe to the Sava

ges that are our Allies : And 'tis certain, as they 

themfelves forefee, that if thefe Barbarians could 

compafs the Deftruction of our Colonies, they would 

be fubdued by them fooner or later, as ic has hap

pen' cl to many other Nations, fo they know it to 

be their lnterefi: to joyn with us to deftroy thefe Ban

Jitz"'s. Now firn:e they are well affected to this de

fign, we muft endeavour to fc~cilitate to them the 

means of putting it in execution, for you may ea

fily believe that thefe People, as fa vage as they are, 

are not fo void of Senfe, as to travel two or three 

hundred Leagues from their own Country, to fight 

againft their Enemies , without being fure of a 
p1ace of retreat, where they may repofe them

felves, and find Provifions. There is no quefiion 

therefore, but we fhould build Forts upon the Lands 
of the Iroqmfe, and maintain them in fpite of their 

Teeth. This, Sir, is what I propos'd above a year 
agoe to Mr. Frontenac, and it is what he would have 

me fiill to undertake. I project therefore,to build and 
maintain three Fort:; upon the courfe of the Lakes, 

with fome Veffels that fhall go with Oars, which 

I will build according to my Fancy; but they be

it:tg light, and of great carriage, may be manag'd 

either with Oars or a Sail, and will alfo be able to 
bear the lhocks of the Waves. I demand fifty Seamen 

of the French Bifcay, for they are known to be the 

mofl: dexterous and able Mariners that are in the 
World. I muft alfo have two hundred Soldiers, 

chofen out of the Troops of Canada. I will build 

three little Caftles in fevera1 places, one at the mouth 

of the Lake Errie, which you fee in my Map of 

C,anaJa, under the name of Fort Suppofl, befides two 
N 3 othen. 
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others. The fecond I will build in the fame place 
where it was when I n1aintain'd it, in the years 
1 687 and 1688. whereof I have wrote to you in 
my 1'4th and I 5th Letter: and the third at the Mouth 
of the Bay of Toronto, upon the fame Lake. Ninety 
Men will be fufficient to Ganifon tbefe three Re
doubts, and perhaps a fmaller number ; for the tro
quefe who never faw a Canon, but in a Pid:ure, and 
to whon1 an ounce of Powderis n1ore precious than 
a Lewis-D'or, can n~ver be perfwaded to a·ttack any 
kind of Fortification. I delire of the King for put
ting this ProjeCt in execution, I ;ooo Crowns a year, 
for the Maintenance, Entertainment, Subfifiance, 
and pay of 1thefe 2 ;o Men. It will be very ea fie 
for n1e to tranfport with the abovemention'd Vef
fels 4oo Savages, into the Country of the Iroquefe, 
whenever I have a mind. I can carry Provifionsfor 
2ooo, and tranfport as many Sacks of Indian Corn, 
as are neceffary for maintaining thefe Forts both in 
Winter and Sumtner. 'Tis eafie to have plenty of 
Hunting and Shooting in all the Hies, and to con
trive ways for croffing the Lakes ; and it will be fo 
much the more eafie to purfue the Iroquefe in their 
Canows, and fink them, that my Veffels are light, 
and tny Men fight under a Cover. In fine, if you 
fa w the ~1emorial which I an1 to prefent to Mr. 
Pontchtzrtrain, ycu would find that this Enterprize 
is the fineft and moft ufeful that can be invented, 
to diftrefs the Iroquefe in time of War, and confine 
them within bounds in time of Peace. Mr. Fronte
tutc has joyn'd to it a private Letter to Mr. Hontchar· 
t1·ai1z, wherein he obferves to him, that if this Pro
ject were well put in execution, thefe terrible Ene· 
n1ies would be oblig'd in two years time, to aban
don their Country. After this he adds, that he judg
es me fufficiently qualified to go upon fuch an In
terprife; and believes I will m·ake my point good. 
Perhaps he might have light on others that know 
the Country and Cuftoms of the Savages better than 

' Ido 
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I do: But by an accident which do's not tend much 
to my advantage, I have purchas'd the Efieem and 

Friendlhip of thefe Savages, which in my opinion 
was the only reafon that n1ov' d Mr. de Fro?Jtenac to 
fingle out me for this Service. 

]uly the 27th the Governour having given· me his 
Packet for the Court, and the St. Ann Frigat being 
rigg' d and fitted out according to his Orders, I im

barqu'd in the Port of 0!ebec, and after five days 
failing, we met in the River of St. Laurence, over 
againft Monts notre tlame, twelve Merchantmen bound 
from France for f<!!ebec, under the Convoy of Mr. d, 

Iberville, Captain of the Poli. Auguft the 8th, we 

got dear of the Bay of St. Laurence, by the help of 
a \Vefterly Gale, and that in fuch fair and clear Wea
ther, that wedefcry'd the lflandsof Cape Breton and 
Newfound-Land, as difiinttly, as if we had been with
in a Musket-fhot of 'em. The nine or ten follow
ing days were fo far of a different ftamp, that we 
could fcarce fee from the Prow to the Poop of the 
Ship, for aJI ·of a fudden there fell the thickeft and 
dark eft Fog that ever I fa w. At the end of chefe 
days the Horifon dearing up, we flood in for New

found-Land, defcrying Cape St. Mary; and by ma
king all the fail we could, arriv'd that very day in 

the Port of Placentia. 
In that Port I found fifcy FHhermen) mofi of 

which were of French Bifcay, and thought to have 
fet out for Frt~nce along with them in a few days : 
But they were longer in getting ready than I thought 

for,and when we were juft ready to l;>reak ground,we 
were inform'd by fome Fifhermen, that five large 
Engli.fh Ships were come to an Anchor near Cape Sr. 
Mary. This Intelligence prov'd very true, f0r on the 
I 5th of September they caft Anchor in fight of Placen

tla. The 16th they weigh'd, and came to an An
chor in ~he Road, out of the reach of our Guns. 
Upon this the Governour was not a little perplex'd,for 
he had but fifty Soldiers in his Fort, and a very 

N 4 fmall 
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f:nall moiety of Ammunition. Befides, the Fort 
was con1manded by a Mountain, from whence he 
mioht be gaU'd with Stones flung out of Slings; and 
;)t;as" he fear'd,the Ei'Jglijh would poffefs themfelves 
of that high Ground. I march'd with fixty of the 
Seamen belonging to the FHhermen, to prevent their 
Landing, in cafe they attempted to make a Defcent 
at a certain place call'd l~Fontaine; and I compafs'd 
n1y end without firing a Gbn. In effect, fix or fe
ven hund~ed Englifh put in to the Land in twenty 
Sloops, with a deflgn to have landed at that place; 
upon which ,my vigorous Cantabrians being full of 
fire and forwardnefs, appear'd too foon upon the 
fhoar, in fpite of n1y Teeth, and b)' that means ob· 
lig'd the Englijh to take another courfe,and row with 
all their might to the back of a little Cape, where 
they threw in a Barrel of Pitch and Tar that burnt 
two arpents of Thickets. The 18th about Noon, per
ceiving chat a little Sloop put off from the Admiral 
with a white Flag on its Prow, and made towards 
~he Fort, I run in thither immediately. The Go
vcrnour had took care to fend out one of his own 
Sloops with the fame Fhtg, to n1eet the other, and 
was furpds'd when fhe return'd with two Englijh Of
ficers on board. Thefe Officers gave tbe Governour 
to underft:1ed, that the Admiral defir'd he would 
fend an Officer on board of him, which was done 
accordingiy ; for Mr. de Cofte-bclle and I, went on 
board of the Admiral, who receiv'd us with all Ref
pett and Civility, and regal'd us with Sweet-meats, 
and feveral forts of Wines, with which we drank 
the Healths of the Admirals of Frtn,Jce, and England. 
He thew'd .us his whole S~ip, to the very Carriages 
of the Guns, and then gave the Sieur de CoftebeUe to 
know, that 'cwould be a great trouble to him to be 
oblig'd to take Placentia by the force of Arms, in re
f..· rd that he forefaw, fuch an Enterprife would prove 
fAtal to ~h .. "'overnour, to the Garrifon, and all the 

Inh~hl· 
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nhabitants, upon the account that he would find a 

great deal of difficulty in preventing the Pillaging and 

other Diforders ; ~ That in order to avoid this Misfor

tune, 'twould be a prudencial part in the Gover

nour, to come to a Compofition. Our Officer be

ing fully acquainted with the Governour's Mind, 

made anfwer in his name, that he was refolv'd up

on a vigorous defence, and would rather fpring the 

place in the Air, than furrender it to the Enemies of 

the King his Mafter. After a mutual exchange of 

Compliments, we took leave of him, and being rea

dy to get into our Sloop, he told us- with embraces, 

that he was infinitely forry he could not falute us 

with his Guns, in the room of which he order'd five 

or fix Huzza's, with a Long live the King. When 

we went into the Boat, we return'd him the fame 

number of fhouts, to which he return'd a feventh 

that finifh' d the Ceremony. Upon our return to 

the Fort, Mr. Je C~ebe/Je gave the Governour an ac~ 

count of the force of h~ Admiral's Ship. The St. 

Albans (fo the Ship was call' d) carried fixty fix Gun 

mounted, and fix hundred Men Complement, but 

Jhe o~her Ships appear'd to be of lefs force. 

The next day, which was the I 9th, they ad vane' d 

withiq Canon-fuot of the Fort, where they lay bye~ 

while a Sloop row'd up to the Batteries. The Go

vernour fent out another Sloop to know what the 

matter was, and was anfwer'd, that if he bad a. 

mind for a Parley in the time of the Ingagement, 

he fhould put up a red Flag for a Signal. l was then 

pofted at la Fontaine, to oppofe a Defcent; for that 

was the only place that could be ferviceable,.. to the 

Englijh, in order to mafter Placentia. The Engli.fb. 

ought to have confider'd, that their Cannon would 

do no fervice againft an impenetrable Rampart, and 

that they would lofe their labour in !hooting againft 

Flints and Earth. But it feems, they were oblig' d 

by exprefs Orders from the Prince of Ortznge, to do 
4 

• 

it, 



1 8 6 Some New Voyages 
it, and at the fame time to expofe themfelves to the r o· 
danger of being funk, which had certainly been nin 
effected, if we had had Powder and Ball enough, nm 
for the Canonading lafted almoft five hours. 

The 2oth a French Pilot who was Prifoner on 
board of the Admiral, made his efcape by throw-
ing himfelf into the Sea in the Night-time. He 
landed at the place wh~re I lay in Ambufcade; and 
after he had given n1e an account of what pafs'd 
in the Fleet, I fent him to the Governour's Houfe. 
He inform'd me, that they had defign'd a Defcent 
with feven or eight hundred Men, but alter'd their 
Refolution, upon the apprehenfion, that there were 
fourteen or fifteen hundred Seamen ready to oppofe 
them; that they were of the opinion, that my fixty 
Bi.fcayans who difcover' d themfelves upon the lhoar 
at la Fontaine, in fpite of all I could do, had no o
ther view but to draw 'em into an Ambufcade, by 
tempting 'etn to come up. The 21}1 they fet fail 

· with a North-Eaft Gale, after having burnt all the 
Houfes at Pointe Verte, where the Governour had 
fent a Detachment by way of Precaution that fame 
very day; but the ways were fo impracticable, that 
the Detachment could not get there in time to op· 
pofe the Enemy. This one may juftly fay, that 
if it had not been for the Captains of the BifcaJ 
Ships that were then at Placentia, that place had un
doubtedly fallen into the hands of the Englifh: And 
this I can convince you of, when you and I meet. 
In this bloody Expedition, the Englijh loft fix Men ; 
and on our fide the Sieur Boat, Lieutenant of a 
Nantes Veffel, had his Arm fhot of[ In fine, the 
Eng!ifb did all that MeQ could do, fo that nothing 
can be fa id againft ' their Conduct. 

OEiober the 6tb, I took fhipping in purfuit of my 
Voyage to France, being accompany'd with feveral 
other Veffels. The W efierly Winds were fo favou
rable to us in our paifage, that we· came to an An-

chor 
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chor on the 2~J at St. Nazere, which lies but eight 
or nine Leagues for this place. I am to fet out 

immediately for VerfaiOes; in the mean tin1e, I am, 

SIR, 

Yours, &c. 

L E T T E R XXIV. 

Dated at :N'antes May ro. I691• 

Containing an Account of Mr. Frontenac's Pro~ 
jeEl, whicb was rejeEled at Court, and the rea

fan why it was rejeCled. The King, gives the 

Author the Lieutenancy of tl;e Ifle of New
found-Land, &c. together with a free lnde-.. 

pendant Company. 

SIR, 

I Am now once more at Nantes, from whence I 
wrote to you in OC!ober laft. I am now return'd 

from Court, where 1 prefented to Mr. Pontcbar

train Mr. Frontenac's Letters, and the Memorial I 

mention'd in my lafr. r was anfwer'd, that it would 

not be proper to execute the Project I propos'd, be. 

caufe the forty Seamen which were neceifary for 

my purpofe, could not now be allow'd me, ar;d 
befides the King had given Orders to Mr. Frontenac, 

to make ~eace with the Iroquefe upon any terms 
whatfoever. This lnconveniency alfo was found 

to attend the ProjeCt, that after the Forts which 
intended to build upon the Lakes were intirely fi
nifh'd, the Savages that are our Friends and Con ... 

~cderates, would rather feek after Glory, by making 
War 
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War upon the Iroque/e, than take pleafi re in Hunt~ 
ing the Beavers, which would be a confiderable da
mage eo the Colonies of Canada, that fubfift only as 
one n1ay fay, by the trade of Skins, as I iliall fhew 
you more particularly in a proper place. The E1J· 

glifh will by no means take it ilJ, that we do not 
build thefe forts, for befides that, they are too 
n1uch concern'd for the prefervation of the Iroquefe,' ·.me 

th.ey will always be ready to furnilh with Merchan~ 
dize the Savage Nations, that are our Allies, as 
they have done hitherto. I mufi own my felfmigh
tily oblig'd to the Engli{h, who attack'd us at Placen
tia the laft year; they declar'd publickly, though 
without any juft: ground, after they arriv'd in Eng~ 
land, that they would infallibly have taken that 
place, if I had not oppos' d their Defcent. I have 
already inform'd you, that I did not at all hinder 
them from Landing at the place where I was poft
ed with fix:ty Bi{cayan Seamen : So that they attri
bnte to me a glorious Action, in which I had no 
fuare, and by that means have done me fo much 

onour, that his Majefiy hath beftow'd upon me the 
Lieutenancy of the Ifie of Newfound-Land and Acadia, 
which I never deferv'd upon that fcore. Thus you 
iee, Sir, that many times fuch Perfons are preferr'd, 
\Vho have no other Patrons in the World, but pure 
C 1ance. However, I iliould have been better pleas'd, 
if I could have put the abovemention'd Projed: in 
execution, for a folitary Life is moft grateful to me, 

nd the manners of the Savages are p,erfectly agree
able to my Palate. The corrqption of our Age is 
fo great, that it feems the Europeans have made a 
Law, to tear one another in pieces by cruel Ufage 
nd Reproaches, and therefore }'OU muft: not thin~ 

it ftrange, if I have a kindnefs for the poor 4meri
cam, who have done me fo many favour~. I am 
o fet out the next day after eo M,:qrrpw, from thii 

flace~ 
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place, in order to embark at St. Naz..cre. The Mef

(ieurs d' Angui, two Nantes ~lerchants, have takeo 

upon them to maintain the Ganifon of Placentia, 

upon condition of certain Grants made by the Court, 

who furnifhes them with a Ship, \ herdn I n1 to 

have my Paffage. Pray fend me your News by 

fome Ships of S.John de Lu~, whicl are eo faiJ 

from this place within two Months, in order to 

truck with the Inhabitants of Placentia. 
I cannot conclude this Letter, without giving you 

fome account of a Difpute I had very lately at my 

Inn, with a Portugue:z:.e Phyfician, who had made 

many Voyages to Angola, Brez..il, and Goa. He 

maintain'd, that the People of the Continent of A

merica, Afta, and Africa, were defcended from three 

different Fathers, which he thus attempted to prove. 

The Americans differ from the Ajiatics, for they have 

neither Hair nor Beard ; the features of their Face, 

their colour and their cufloms are different; befides 

that, they know neither meum nor tuum, but have all 

things in common, without making any property of 

Goods, which is quite contrary to the Ajiatic way 

of living. He added, that America was fo fardifiant 

from the other parts of the World, that no body can 

imagine, ho\V a Voyage fhould be made into this 

New Continent, before the ufe of the Compafs was 

found out ; That the Africa1H being black and flat 

Nos'd, had fuch monftrous thick Lips, fuch a flat 

Fac~, fuch fofc woolly Hair on their Head,and were 

in their Conftitution, Manners, and Temper, fo 

different from the Americans, that he thought it im .. 

poffible, that thefe two forts of People fuou d de ... 

rive their Original from Adam, whom d is Phyfici

an would have to refemble a Turk or a Perjian in his 

Air and Figure. I anfwer'd him prefently, that fup

pofing the Scripture did not give convincing evi

dence, that all Men in general are defcended from 

one firfi Father~ yet his reafoning would not be fuf-
ficient 
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ficient to prove the contra'ry, fince the difference 
that is found between the People of America and 
Africa, proceeds from no other caufe but the diffe .. 
rent qualities of the Air and Climat in thefe two 
Continents: That this appears plainly to be true, 
becaufe a Negro Man and Woman, or a Savage Man 
and Woman, being tranfplanted into Europe, will 
produce ·fuch Children there, who in four or five 
Generations, will infallibly be as white, as the moft 
ancient Europeans. , The Phyfician deny'd this mat
ter of Fact, and maintain'd, that the Children def.. 
cended from this Negro Man or Woman, would be 
born there as black as they are in Guinea ; but that 
afterwards the Rays of the Sun being more oblique 
and lefs fcorching than in Africa, thefe Infants 
would not have tha.t black lhining Lufire, which is 
fo eafily diftinguilhed upon the Skin of fuch Negroes 
~s are brought up in their own Country. To con
firm his Hypothefis, he affur'd me, that he had feen 
many Negroes at Lisbon, as black as in Africa, tho' 
their Great Grandfather's Grandfather had been tranf
planted into Portugal many years agce. He added 
alfo, that thofe who were defcended from the Portu· 
gue~e, that dwelt at Angola, Cape Vert, &c. about a 
hundred years agoe, are fo little tawn'd, that 'tis 
impoffible to diftingui/h them from the Natives of 
Portugal : He further confirm' d his way of reafon
ing, from an unconteftable matter of fact, for, fays 
he, if the Rays of the Sun were the caufe of the 
blacknefs· of the Negroes, from hence it would fol
low, that the Bra~ilians being fituate in the fame 
degree from the Equator with the Africans, lhould 
be as black as they are; but fo they are not, for 
'cis certain their Skin appears to be as clear as that of 
the Portuguefe. But this was not all, he maintain'd 
farther, that thefe who are defcended from the firft 
Savages of Bra~il, that were tranfported into Portu
gal, above an Age agoe, have as little Hair and 

Beard 
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Beard as their Anceftors, and on the contrary, thofe 
who are defcended from the firft PortugueZ~e, who 
peopl'd the Colonies of Bra'Z1il, are as _hairy, and 
have as great Beards, as if th~y had been born in 
Portugal. But after all, continued he, though all that 
I have faid is abfolutely true, yet there are f01ne 
People, who rafhly maintain, that the Children of 
the Africans and Americans, will by degrees degene
rate in Europe. This may happen to thofe whofe 
Mothers receive the imbraces of Europeanr, which is 
the reafon why we fee fo many Mullatto's in the 
lfies of America, in Spain, and in Portugal: Whereas 
if thefe Women had been as clofely kept u in Eu
rope, as the Portugue~e Women are in Africa and A
merica, the Children of the Brafilians would no n1ore 
degenerate than thofe of the Portugue~e. Such Sir, 
was the reafoning of this Dotl:or, who 'hies the 
matter pretty juftly towards the· end of his pif
courfe; but his Principle is moft falfe, and mofi ab
furd, for no Man can doubt, unlefs he be void of 
Faith, good Senfe and Judgment, bur chat Atlam was 
the only Father of all Mankind. 'Tis certain, that 
the Savages of Canada, and all the other People of 
America, have not naturally either Hair or Beard ; 
that the features of their ace, and their colour ap
proaching to an Olive, fhow a vaft difference be
tween them and the Europeans. What is the caufe 
of thefe things I know not, and yet I cannot be
lieve them to be the effed: of their Air and Food. 
For at that rate, thofe who are defcended from the 
French, that fi ft fetled in Canada near a hundred 
years agoe, and for the mo part run up and down 
in the Woods, and live like the Savages, iliould have 
neither Beard nor Hair, but degenerate alfo by de .. 
grees into Savages, which yet never happens. Af
ter this Phyfician had alledg'd all thefe Reafons, he 
digrefs'd from this Subjett, and having a mind to dif
cover his extravagant Op • .,:ions, ~sk'd me what I 

thought 
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thought of the Salvation of fo many dmerica1Js, to 
whom in all probability theGofpel was never preach' d. 
You may very well believe, that I made no fcruple 
to · condemn them by wholefale to Eternal Fire, 
which he took very ill. ' How can you, faid he, 
' condemn thefe poor People with fo much affu- ' 
' ranee: 'Tis probable that their firfi Father, having 
'never finn'd as our Adam did, had a good Soul, 
' and an upright Heart, fince his Pofi:erity do ex .. 
'attly obferve the Law of natural Equity, which is 
' exprefs' d in La tine in thefe well known words, 
' Alteri ne feceris quod tibi fieri non vis; and allow no 
'property of Goods, nor any DiftincHon or Sub
' ordination among them, but live as Brethren, with
' out Difputes, without Suits, without Laws, and 
' wichout Malic~. But fuppofing, added he, that 
c; they were originally defcended fro1n ;ldam, we 
' ought not to believe, that they ate damn'd for their 
' ignorance of the Chrifiian Doctrine, for who can 
' tell but God may impute to them the Merits of 
' Chrifl's Blood, by ways fecret and incomprehen-

. ' fib le to us; and befides, ( fuppofing that Man has 
' a Free Will) his Divine Majefty without doubt 
' will have a greater regard to his moral Actions, 
' than to his Worfhip and Belief. The want of 
( Knowledge, continued he, is an UnhappineiS, but 
' nor a Crime, and who can tell but God has a mind 
' to be honour'd by infinite ways of paying him 
' Homage and Refpett, as by Sacrifices, Dances, 
' Songs, and the other Ceremonies of the Americans? 
He had fcarce made an end of his Difcourfe, when 
I fell foul upon him with all my might, as to the 
preceding Points; but afcer I had given him to un
derfiand, that if among the multi vocati, i.e. tliofe 
who profefs the true Religion, who are but a hand
ful of l\1en, there are found but Pauci electi, all the 
Americam mufi be in a very deplorable condition: 
He anfwer'd me impudently, that I was very rafh 

to 
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to determine who fhould be in the nutnber of the 
Reprobate at the laft Jud~nl.,nt and to condemn 
them without giving any uarter; for, fays he, 
this is to infult the ift on of God, nd to make 
him deal as capricioufiy by his Cre tures, as St. 
Paul's Potter did by his two Veffe s. Neverthele£5, 
when he faw that I treated him like an in pious, 
unbelieving Wretch, he to be even with me, re
ply'd in thefe foolHh words, Fzdem rgo hie qu£ udhibe
tur A1yfteriis facris imerpello, fed fidem illam qua honte 
mentil foror eft, qeueq; recttzm rationem amat. \vm 

hence you may judge, Sir, whether this fine Phyfi
cian was able to remove Mounlains. I am, 

SIR, 

Tours, &c. 

LETTER XXV. 

Dated at Viana in Portugal January 3 r. 1694. 

Tbe Author's departare from France for Placen
tia. A Fleet of ~o Engliih Ships came to feiz.e 
upon that place; but is clifappointed, and Jheers 
off. The Reafons why tl;e Englifh have /;ad 
foccefs in all their Enterpri{es heyond Sea. The 
Author's Ad'Venture with tl.~e Governour uf Pla
centia. His departure for Portugal. An En· 
gag,ement with a Flujhin[6 Privateer. 

SIR, 

I Do not at all doubt but you will be f~nfibly affeCt
ed with my fad and fata.;l Mifadventure, which 

I ~m now to give you an account of. And firfl: 
0 you 
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you muft know, that after we had waited for a 
fair Wind fifteen or twenty days at St. Na~ere, we 
fet fail on the 12th of May laft. Our Paifage was 
neither long nor lhort, for we arriv'd at the Har
bour of Placentia the 2oth of June, having taken an 
Englifh Ship laden with Tobacco, on the edges of 
the Bank of Newfound Land. After I landed, I 

· went to falute M-r. B1'ouillon, Governor of Placentia, 
and declar'd to him how glad I was to obey the 
Orders of fo wife a Commander. He anfwer'd, 
that he was much furpriz'd to find, that I had fol
licited to be employ'd there, without acquainting 
him with it the preceding year; and that he now 
plainly perceiv'd, that the ProjeCl; about the Lakes 
of Canada, (which I had mention'd to him ) was a 
n1ere fham pretence. I endeavour'd in vain to per
fwade him to the contrary; for it was not poffible 
for me to undeceive him. Neverthelefs, I landed 
my Goods, and hir'd a private Houfe, till fuch time 
as I could build one for my felf, which I carried 
on with fo much diligence, that it was finifh'd in 
September, by tbe affiftance of the Ship-Carpenters, 
who were lent me gratis, by all the Bijcay Captains. 
The Sieur Beray of St. 'John de LuZJ, arriv'd a Pla
centia on the r 8th of July, with one of his Ships, 
and brought me a Letter, wherein you acquaint 
n1e, that in regard your Nephew defires to vifit 
Canada the next year,you would be very glad to have 
a Dictionary of the Langua~e of ti e Savages, to. 
get her v1i~h ·he Memoirs which I promis'd y u. 

On t~e r6tb of September we perceiv'd an Englij1J 
Fleec of twenty four Sail, which caft Anchor in 
tbc RoJd tnuch about the time rhat it was difco· 
ver'd. It was r.:omtnand~d by Sir Francis rY.heeler, 
who had gon: to. M~1rtinico wi .. h a defign to feize 
that Iile, ;tnd 111 l11s return from thence had f:til'd 
to Ne~JJ-Er,glmu!, to take in fome orces and Am
n1unition nere, in order ro 111 ke 1 imfelf Mafier 

o£ 
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of Placentia ; but when he difcover'd a Redoubt of 
Stone lately built upon the top of the Mountain, 
which I mention'd to you in my lafi Letter but 01te, 
he thought it more advifable to return quietly into 
Europe, than to make a fruitlefs· Attempt. We had 
planted four Canon upon this high Redoubt, wbk.1 
fo gaul'd the Ships of his Fleet, that they were forc'd 
to weigh Anchor, and hoift Sail fooner than they 
intended. The fault of the Englifh upon this occa
fion, was, that they did not enter the Harbour the 
fame day that they appear'd before the place. I 
.have obferv'd it many thnes, that Attempts do corn• 
monly mifcarry, by delaying them for a little while; 
and of this t could give you at leaft fifteen or fix ... 
teen Inftances within the compafs of my own 
Knowledge. But now I return to the Quarrel the 
Governour had with me. 

Fancying that I had follicited my Employments 
without taking notice of him, he treated me with 
all manner of Reproaches and Outrages, fron1 the 
time of my Landing, to that of my Departure, and 
was not fatisfy'd with appropriating to himfelf the 
Profits and Advantages of the free Company that 
was given me, but likewife ftop'd without any fcru ... 
ple, the pay of the Soldiers that were employ'd in 
the Cod.fifhing by the Inhabitants, and made the 
refl work without Wages. I lhall take no notice ofhis 
pub lick Extortion; for tho' he has formally counter
acted the ten Articles contain'd in the Orders of Lowu 
the Ioth, yet he had fo nuny Friends in ~n the 
Courts, that he could not be found guilty : ~rhere's 
fome pleafure in making Prefents in his way, for ·, 
by them he has made ;oooo Crowns pet fas & ne-
fas, in the fpace of three or four years. I lhould ·~-
never have done, if I offer'd to give you a articu-
lar account of all the trouble and vexation he gav 

e. I fhall only . mention three Jnfiances whicli 
Giown'd all h reit 
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On the 2oth of NtNJemb,r, i.e. a Month after our 

Fifhermen fet fai\, white I w_as entertaining at Sup, 
per fame of the Inhabitants, he came Mask'd into 
my Houfe, wirh his Servants, ar d broke the glafs 
Windows, Bottles, and Drinking G affes, and threw 
down the Tables, Chairs, .. iS of Drawers, and 
every thing that came to h1nd. t!fore I had time 
to get into my Chamber, and tak my Pifiols, this 

• info1ent Mob difappear'd very f~afi n:tbly ; for I 
would have loaded my Piftols and purfu'd them, if 

·· my G ~ {ls h d • et hind red me. Next Morning his 
Servants fell upon mine, who expt!C.tcd nothing lefs 
than to be threfh'd to death with Clubs. This fe
cond infult having provok'd my Pati-..nce to the 
laft degree, I was meditating fome Revenge upon 
thefe Affaillns, when the Recollets came and remon
firated to me, that I muft diff'emble my Refentment, . 
to prevent any Innovation in the King's Affairs. 
Then I refolv?d to /hut my felf up, and apply my 
felf to Study, eo divert the vexatious Thoughts, of 
not being able eo pull off my Mask. The third 
trick which he play)d n1e, at the end of three days, 
was this ; he fenc to arreft cwo Soldiers, whom I had 
imp1oy'd to cut down fome Grafs in the Meadows, 
about half a League from the Garrifon: They were 
feiz'd while they were Mowing, bound and carr.ied 
away Prifoners, under the pretence of being De· 
ferters, becaufe they had lain two Nights out of the 
Garrifon, without his leave; and, which would have 
prov'd yet more fatal to thefe innocent Men, he had 
certainly caus'd 'em to be knock'd on the Head, on 
purpofe to vex me, if the Recollets, and his own Mif~ 
fse, had not earneftly interceded on their behalf. 

After this Accident, the Rec llets advifed me to go 
;tnd fe him)and to entreat him to put an end to all his 
Perfecutions,affuring him at the fame time,rhat I was 
ntirely his Servant and Friend. Durm eft hie Jermo. 

Whatever reluctancy I had to yield to an advice fo 
con .. 
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contrary to nature, which, I mufi confefs, fi:rug: 
gled furioufly within me, yet 1 offer'd fa much vi .. 
o1ence to my felf, that I fubmitted to it. I was at 
his Houfe, went into his Chamber, and being with 
him all alone, I fpoke to him for a quarter of an 
hour in the moft iubmiffive Terms, that any Slave 
could ufe. I am alhan1'd to make this Confe{fton 
to you, for I blufh to my felf every time I think of 
fo mean a fubn1iffion. However, infiead of his 
liftening to my Reafons, and treating friendly with 
me, he fell into a moft furious Palfton, and loaded 
me with a torrent of moft bitter Reproaches. In 
this cafe, Sir, I preferr'd the Service of the King, 
before the Pundilio's of Honour, for I did nothing 
but retir'd to my own Houfe,being well fatisfy'd that 
I was not affaffinated by his Domefiicks: But the 
diforder which this Affair produc'd, would require 
a long Difcourfe. It will be more to the purpofe, 
to come to matter of Fact ; I do affure you, that 
h~ would have laid n1e up, if the Inhabitants had 
appear'd to be in his Interefr. I-Ie pretended that 
he had been infulted, and confequendy that he was 
in the right in revenging himfelf, whatever it co!l: 
him. But the tragical end of a Governour, whofe 
Throat was cut in this Country about thirty or for
ty years agoe, furnifh'd him with abunchnt n1atter 
of Reftexion. He judg'd it therefore bb fafeft way 
to dilfemble his Anger, being perfNJ.d d, chat if I 
fhould have run him through with my Sword, the 
Soldiers and Inhabitants would h;tve tavour'd my 
efcape to the Englijh, in the neigh ourhood of Pla
centia. ln the mean tim~ cne Recolle s, who had a 
mind to compofe thefe growing Differences, found 
no great crounle in reconciHng us, for they Remon .. 
Uraced to him, of what confequence it would be 
for us to live in a good Correfpondence)and to avoid 
the crou les that would enfue upon our qu 1 rels. 
This propofal of an Accommodation, was in ap-

0 ; pe,sance 
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pearance moft agreeable to him, and fo much the 
rather becaufe he was glad to diffemble his Refent ... 
ment; by the external figns of Friend/hip. So we 
faw and embrac'd one another with mutual Pro
~efrations of forgetting all that had pafs'd be .. 
~ween us. 

After this Reconciliation, I had reafon to believe," 
that his Heart would not give the lye to his Mouth, 
becaufe I thought he was not fo imprudent as to in
form the Court of fame Trifles, 'wherein he would 
appear to have profiituted his Honour; but I was 
deceiv'd, for he took the pains to add afterwards to 

the Verbal Procefs he had given in before our Ac .. 
eommodation, fome falfhoods which he ought to 
have conceal' d. 'Tis needlefs to acquaint you, how 
by chance his Papers fell into my Hands; that In
difcretion might prove a difadvantage to fome Per
fans, whon1 !-leaven blefs I fhall only tell you, 
th;Jt after the Recollets h~d feen and read the Alle
gations contain 'd in his PJpers, they made no fcru
ple to advife me to take care of my felf, and inge
nuoufly declar'd to me, th;tt they never intended eo 
p1eddle any more in that Affair, becaufe they per
ceiv'd that they had innocently contributed to do 
me a prejudice, by reftoring peace between him and 
me. This wholfom advice made me perceive the 
~anger to which I lhould be expos'd, if I continued 
any longer at Placentiq, infomuch, that the fear I 
had of being fent to the Ba.ftile, afier the arrival of 
_he Ships from France, made me refolve to abandon 
411l hopes of making my fortune here, and to throw 
pp my Places. After the Inhabitants wen~ acquaint· 
ed with this News, all of 'em except three or four, 
came running to my 1-Ioufe, to affure me they 
were ready to llgz my Verbal Procefs, ~n cafe I 
woulci ~hange ~ny efolqtion : B4t infiead of ac ... 
ceptiog their offer,. I gave them to underftand, ha· 
ving thank' cl ~t1em ~rll for ~h~ir 9ood-w~U, that 

·· ~hey 
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they would bring Mifchief upon themfelves, and 

be look'd upon at Court as Seditious Perfons , 

and Difturbers of the publick Peace; fince by 

a detefiable principle of Politicks, an inferio1· 

Perfon is always judg'd to be in the wrong , 

whateverreafon he may have on his fide. Jndeed I 

would gladly have avoided this fatal neceffity of 

throwing up my Places, which feem'd infenfibly to 

lead me to fame great Fortune ; but at laft the con

finement in the Baflile, made fucb a deep impreffion 

upon my Mind, after I had ferioufly reflected upon 

the troublefom Circumftances of my Affairs, that 

I made no fcruple to embark in a little Ve:ifel, 

which was the only one, and the Iaft that was to 

go to Fran~e. The Propofal I tnadt to the Captain 

of prefenting him with a xooo Crowns. was fo 

well receiv'd, that he engag'd to land n1e upon the 

Coaft of Portugal for that Sum, upon condition that 

I lhould keep the Secret. The bell: of the matter 

was, that my Enemy had ufed the precaution of 

writing to the Governors of Belle Ifle, of the I fie of 

Re, and of Rochelle, t feize tne as foon as I fhould 

Jand. He reckon'd, and not without rea{on indeed, 

that this Veffel would put into one of thefe three 

Pores : But three hundred Piftoles, dexterou!ly con

vey'd to the hands of fame People that are not much 

accufion1'd to finger Gold, have a wonderful effect ; 

for that very Sum, which in de d I was loth to part 

with, fav'd n1e my Liberty, and perhaps my Life. 

Purfuant to this Refolution, I in1barqu'd the 14th 

of the laft Month, notwithftanding the rifque that 

one runs by failing in the Winter time, through 

fuch a Sea as lies between Ne,vfound-Lar.Jd and France. 

:-Tis needlefs to inform you, that I left at Placentia a 

great deal of Houfhold Furniture, which' I could 

neither fell nor carry off. _,Twill be more edify .. 

ing for you to hear the Journal of our Voyage. We 

incounterld three terrible Storms in our Paifage , 
wicho!4e 
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without any damage ; and in the laft of thefe, which 
lafted three days, the Wind at North. Weft, we 
run a hundred and fifty Leagues without any Sail. 
This laft Storn1 was fo violent, that the Seamen im
brac'd, and bid an eternal adieu to one ano•her; 
tor every Minute they expeded to be funk without 
relief. As this Storm alarm'd us, fo me contrary 
Winds from the Eaft and North-Eaft, that fprung 
upon us a hundred Leagues to the Weft ward f ape 
Fini/ferre, occafion'd an equal dread ; for we were 
oblig'd to cra.verfe the Sea for three or four and twen
ty days, afcer which we defcry'd the Cape by ver
tue of our frequent tackings, and by a firange ac
cident, were attack'd by a FluP1ing Privateer~ which 
could not board us, becaufc: the ~ea roll'd fo high, 
but contented her felf with firing upon us, and that 
with fo little effetl, that we did not lofe one Man. 
Our !vfafts and Rigging indeed was fo dammag'd, 
that afcer we were parted from the Privateer, by 
l!e help of the Night and a great Fog, we could 

fcarce make ufe of our Sails. However, we refit-
ed with all poillble diligence, and the Captain of 

the Ship having then a fair pretence to luft out of 
the dired: courfe flood to the South-Eaft in the 
Night.time. This .-feign'd courfe did not fecure 
us from the Prh"ateer, which might happen to 
fieer the fame courfe ; fo that in the Night-time 
we puc our felves in a readinefs to rene·w the 
fight in the Day-time. In effect, he did not pur .. 
fue us, as we apprehended: But about Noon we 
efcap'd yet mofe narrowly, for we were purfu'd by 
a Sallyman in fight of the Coaft for four hours, and 
were within a hairs breadth of being taken, before 
we got under the Canon of the Fort of this City. 
Had we been catch'd, the Governour of Placentia 
would have had fome ground for the joyful Excla-

. nation, Incidit in Scillam, &c. But thank God we· were 
only £righted, . I. , • • 

- l 
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As foon as we came to an Anchor, I p~id down 

my rooo Crowns to the Captain, who has reafon 

to look upon this Action, as one of the beft he 

ever did in his Life- time. The Long-boat was 

no fooner in the Water , than I went afhoar 

with all my Baggage ; and as foon as I can1e into 

this City, I procur:> d Ammunition and Provifions 

for the Ship with that Expedition, that the Cap

tain weigh'd Anchor the very next day, and fo con

tinu'd his courfe to France. 
As for the Memoirs of the Country of Canada, 

which you have fo ofcendefir'd, I haveaddrefs'd 'em 

to the Rochel Merchant, who convey'd your Letters 

to me all the while I was in Canada. To thefe I 
have tack' d a fmall Catalogue of the m oft neceffary 

words of the Algonkin Language; which, as I have 

often told you, is the fineft and the moft univerfal 

Language in that Continent. If your Nephew conti

nues his defign of undertaking a Voyage eo chat Coun

try, I would ·advife him to learn thefe words in the 

time of his Paffage, that fo he may be able to ftay 

five or fix Months with the Algonkins, and under

ftand what they fay. I have likewife fent you an 

explication of the Sea-Terms, made ufe of in my 

Letters. The making of this little Table, was a di

verfion to me in my Voyage ; for in perufing my 

Letters, I drew out fome remarks which I defign to 

impart to you, if I find that the infuing Memoirs 

give you fatisfacl:ion. 
You will readily guefs, that from the year I 68;; 

to this very day, I have renouned all manner of 

ties ,to my Country. The curious Adventures that 

I have related to you in Writing fince that time, 

will undoubtedly afford an agreeable diverfion to 

your Friends; provided they are not of the number 

of the fe u 1f: lfft:ra ble tJt:votees, who would rather 

be cruc1fi , · tha- fi·~ an Eccldiafiick expos' d. Pray 

be fo l~ind ·ite to n1e to Lisbon, and inform 
- ....-- me 
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me of what you hear, in reference to my concern, 
You have fuch good Correfpondents at Paris, that 
you cannot mifs of knowing how things go. I 
doubt not but my Adverfary feeds himfelf with the 
hopes, that his ufual Prefents would procure the ap- ~ 
prehending of me in France, where he thinks I would \ 

· be the fool to land: But now to be fure he'Irfret 
his Heart out, for that he cannot gall me to his 
Willies. However, 'tis as much his interefi to fol
Jicit my Death, ( purfuant to his unjuft Charge a
gainft me) as 'tis my Glory to procure him a long 
Life. Upon this foot, Sir, the longer he lives, the 
more revenge I fhall have; and confequently I lhall 
have an opportunity of an eafie folace for the lofs 
of my Places, and the Difgrace l have met with 
from the King. I am, 

S I R, 

Tours, &c 
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EMOIR 
OF 

Nor~b-America; ·· 
Containing a Geographical Dejcription of that 

vafl Continent; the Cufloms and Commerce, of 
the lnhQ/;itants, &c. 

SIR, 

I
N my former Letters, I prefented you with a 
view of the Englifh and French Colonies, the 
Commerce of Canada, the Navigation upon the Ri

vers and Lakes of that Country, the courfe of failing 
from Europe to North-America, the feveral Attempts 
made by the Engli.fh to mafter the French Colonies, 
the Incurfions of the French upon New-England, and 
upon the lroquefe Country: In a word, Sir, I have 
reveal'd a great many things. that for reafons of 
State or Politicks, have been hitherto conceal'd; in
fomuch, that if you were capable of making me 
a Sacrifice to your Refentment, 'ds now in your 
power to ruine me at Court, by producing my 
J..etters. . 

All that I writ in the foregoing Letters, and the 
whole fubftance of the Memoirs 1 now fend you, 
is truth as plain as the Sun-fhine. I flatter no Man, 
and I fpare no body. I fcorn to be partial ; I beftow 
dP.e pra~(e ppon thofe w~o are in no <;apaci~y to ferve 

me~ 
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me, and I cenfure the Conduct of others, that are 
£apable of doing me an injury by indirect ~1ethods. 
I am not inftuenc'd by that principle of lntereft 
and Party.making, that is the rule of fome folks 
r..rords I facrifice all to the lofe of Truth, and 

write with no other view, than to give you a juft 
eprefentation of things as they are. 'Tis beneath 

n1e eo mince or alter the matter of faet, contain'd 
either in the l ,etters I fent you fome ten or twelve 
years agoe, or in thefe Memoirs. In the courfe of 
n1y Voyages and Travels, I took ~are to keep parti
cular Journals of every thing ; but a minute relati
on of all Particulars, would be irkfom to you, be-
Ides, that rhe trouble of taking a copy of the Jour

pals, before I have an opportunity of lhewing you 
the Original, would require tnore time than I can 

ell fpare. In thefe Memoirs you'Ii find as much 
a~ will ferve to form a perfect Idea of the vaft Con
tinent of North-America. In the courfe of our Cor .. 
refpondence from the year !68j, ~o this time, I fent 
you five and twenty Letters, of all which I have 
kept a double very carefully. My only view in wri .. 
ting of thefe Letters, was to inform you of the moft 
efiential things ; for I was unwilling to perplex and 
confound your Thoughts, with an infinity of un
common things, that have happen'd in that Coun
try. If you'll confult my Maps, as you read the 
abovemention'd Letters, you'll find a juft Reprefen
tation of all the places I have fpoke of. Tnefe Maps 
& re very particular, and I dare aifure you, they are 
the correcteU: yet extant. My Voyage upon the Long 
River, gave me an opportunity of making that lit
tle Map, which I fent you from Mij]itimakinac in 
1699, with my fixteenth Letter. 'Tis true, it gives 
only a bare Defcriprion of that River; and the Ri
ve of the lvliffouris : But it requir'd more time than 
I could fpare, to m.~ke it more compleat, by a 
knowledge of the adjacent Countries, which have 

hitherto 
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hitherto been unknown to all the World, as well as 

that great River, and :vhich I would never have vi

fited, if I had not been fully inftrueted in every thin 

that I elated to it, and convoy'd by a gaod Guard. 

have plac 'd the Map of Canada at the front of thefe 

Memoirs, and defire that favour of you, that yo 

would not J11ew ic to any body under my Name. 

To the latter part I have ful joyn'd an Explication 

of the Marine, and other difficult Terms, made ufe 

of in my Letters, as well as in thefe Memoirs; which 

you'll pleafe to con!ulc, when you meet with 

word that you do not underfiand. 

A Jhort De[cription of Canada. 

You'll think, Sir, that I advance a Paradox, when 

I acquaint you that New-France, commonly call' 

Canada, comprehends a greater extent of Ground_, 

than the half of Europe: But pray n1ind what proo 

I have for that Aife i n. You know that Euro 

extends So11th and North, from the j) to the 7 ... 

degree of Latitude, or if you will, from Cadiz, t 

the North C2pe on the confines of Lttpland; and 

that it's Longitude reaches from the 9tb ro the 941 

Degree, that is, from the River Ob)' to the Weft 

Cape in Yjla1zdia. But at the fame tirne, if we take 

the greatefi breadth of Europe, from Eafi to Welt, 

from the imaginary Canal, ( for Inftance) between 

the Ta1zais and the Volga, to Dinglcbay in Ireland, i 

makes but 66 Degrees of Longitude, which con

tain more Leagues than the Degrees allotted to it 

towards the Polar Circle, though thefe are tnore nu

merous,~ by reafon that the degrees of Longitude ar~ 

unequal: And fince we are wont to meafun:: Pro

vinces, lflands, and '"ingdoms by the fpace of 

Ground, I am of the Ot>inion, rhat we ought to 

make ufe of the fame Standard, wi h refped to the 

four parts of the World. The Geographers who par-
ce 
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eel out the Earth in their Clofets, according to theit 
fancy ; thefe Gentlemen, I fay, might have been 
aware of this advance, if they had been more care
ful. But, to come to Canada ; 

All the World knows, that Canada reaches from 
the ~9th to the 6 sth Deg. of Latitude, that is, from 
the South fide of the Lake Errie, to the North fide of 
Hudfon's Bay; and from the 284th, to the ;~6thDe
gree of Longitude, v iz.. frmn the River Mil]iftpi, to 
Cape Rafe in the Ifland of New-Foundland. I af
firm therefore, that Europe has but I I Degrees of 
Latitude, and j j of Longitude, more than Canada, 
in which I comprehend the lfland of New-Found
land, AcadiaJ and all the other Countries that lye to 
the Northward of the River of St. Laurence, which 
is the pretended great boundary that fevers the 
French Colonies from the Englifo. Were I to reckon 
in all the Countries that lye to the North-Weft of 
Canada, I lhould find it larger than Europe : But I 
confine my felf to what is dHcover'd, known and 
own'd; I mean, to the Countries in which the 
French trade with the Natives for Beavers, and in 
which they have Forts, Magazines, Miffionaries, and 
fmall Settlements. 

'Tis above a Century and a half fince Canada was 
difcover'd. John Verajan was the fitll D1fcoverer, 
though he got nothing by it, for the Savages eat him 
up. .James Cartier was the next that went thither1 

but after failing with his Ship above (0ebec~ he re
turn'd to France with a forry opinion of the Coun. 
try. At laft better Sailors were imploy'd in the Dif-

very, and trac'd the River of Sr. Laurcnce more' 
arrowly: And about the beginning of the !aft Cen

tury, a Colony w.as fent thither from Ro11m1, which 
fetled there afcer a great deal of oppofition from the 
Natives. At this day the Colony is f(l populous, 
that 'cis con1puted to contain I 8o ooo S0u ·s. I have 
already given you fome account of that Counrry in 

my 



to Nortb/America. 107 

my Letters~ and therefore lhall now only point to the 
moft noted places,and take notice of what may grati
fie your curiofity beyond what you have yet heard. 

We are at a lofs to find the Head of the River of 
St. Larnence, for tho' we have trac'd it feven or eight 
hundred Leagues u_p, yet we could never reach its 
fource; the remoteft place that the Coureurs Je Bois 
go to, being the Lake Lenemipigon, which difimbogues 
into the Upper Lake, as the Upper Lake do's into the 
Lake of Hurons, the Lake of Hurons into that of Errie 
alias Conti} and that of Errie, into the Lake of Fron
tenac, which forms this Iaft great River, that runs for 
twenty Leagues with a pretty gentle Stream, and 
fweeps thro' thirty more with a very rapid Current,till 
it reaches the City of Monreal; from whence it con
tinues its courfe with fame moderation to the City 
of Q!!ebec ; and after that fpreads out, and inlar~ 
ges it felf by degrees to its Mouth, which lies a hun
dred Leagues further. If we may credit the North
Country Savages, this River takes its rife from the 
great Lake of the Ajfinipouals, which they give out to 
be larger than any of the Lakes I mention'd but now, 
being fituated at the diftance of fifty or fixty Leagues 
from the Lake of Lenemipigon. The River of St. 
Laurence is 20 or 22 Leagues broad at its Mouth, in 
the middle of which there's an Ifland call'd Anti
cofti, which is twenty Leagues long. This lfland be
longs to the Sieur Joliet a Canadan, who has built a 
lictlefortify'd Magazine upon it, to guard his Good 
and his Fan1ily from the Incurfions of the Eski
maux, of whom n1ore anon. He deals with the o
ther Savage Nations, namely, the lHontagnois, and 
the Papip4n.:tchois in Arms and Atnmunition, by way 
of exchange for the Skins of Sea-Wolves or Sea
Calves, and fome other Furs. 

Over againft this Ifland, to the Southwa d of ·r,. 
we find the Ifle call' cl L' Ijle Percee, which is a grea.-

1 Rock wich a paffage bor'd through it, in wh·c • 
he 
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the Sloops can only pafs. In time o~ Peace the 
Bifcayans of France, and the Normans, us'd to fi{h for 
Cod at this place : For here that FHh are very plen~ 
tiful, and at the fame time larger, and more proper 
for drying than thofe of New·Foundland. But there 
are two great Inconveniencies that attend the fi/h
ing upon this Hland ; one is, that the Ships ride in 
great danger, unlefs they have good Anchors and 
thong Cables ; another Inconvenience is, that this 
place affords neither Gravel nor Flint-fiones to 
firerch out the Filh upon before the Sun, and that 
the Fifhermen are fore' d to make ufe of a fort of 
Hurdles. 

There are other Fifhing-places befides this, which 
Jie feme Leagues higher up upon the fame fide of 
the River. Such is that call'd Ga(pe, where the Ships 
Crew fometimes trade in Skins with the Gafpejians, 
to the prejudice of the Proprietors of this River. 
The other places for Cod-filh lie toward Monts notre 

dame, in the little Bays or Rivers that empty them-
, felves into the River of St. Laurence. 

On the other fide of the River,there lies the wide ex
tended Country of Labrador, or of the EJkimaux, who 
are fuch a wild barbarous People,tha(no means what
foever, have hitherto been able to civilife 'em. One 
would think that good old Homer had ~his People in 
his view, when he fpeaks of the Cyclopes; for the 
Character of the one, fuits the other admirably welJ, 
as it appears from thefe four Verfes, in the ninth 
Book of his Ody.ff'ea, which are fo pretty, that I can
not forbear inferting them in this place. 

That 
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That is; this Peopie do not perplex themfelves 

with voluminous Laws, and vexatious Suits; they 

delight only in the tops of Mountains, and deeP' 

Caves, and every one confines his care to the ma

nagement of his own Family, without troubling 

his Head about his Neighbour. The Danes ·Were the 

firft difcoverers of this Country, which is full of 

Ports, Havens, and Bays, that the Q.:!ebec Barques 

refort to in the Summer, in order to truck with the 

Savages for the Skins of Sea-Calves. The Com

merce I fpeak of, is carried on after this manner. 

As foon as the Q_uebec Barque~ come to an Anchor, 

thefe Devils come on board of them in their little 

Canows made of the Skins of Sea-Calves, in che 

form of a Weavers Shuttle, with a hole in the 

11;1iddle of it, refembling that of a Purfe, in which 

they ftow themfelves with Ropes, fitting fuqat upon 

their Brech. Being fet in this falhion they row 

with little Slices, fometimes to the Right, and fon1e .. 

times to the Left, without bending their Body for 

fear of Over-fetti_ng. As foon as they are near the 

Barque, they hold up their Skins upon the end of the 

Oar, and at the fame time make a demand of fo 

many Knives, Powder, Ball, Fufees, Axes, Kettles, 

&c. In tine, every one lhews what he has, and 111en

tions what he expects in exchange : · And fo when 

~he Bargain is concluded, they deliver and receive 

their Goods upon the end of a Stick. As thefe pi

tiful Fellows ufe the precaution of not going <?n 

board of our Boats, fo we take care not eo fuffer 

t~o great a number of Canows to furround us ; for 

they have carry'd off oftner than one~, fome of 

our fmall Veffels, at a time when the Seamen w·ere 

bufted in hauling in the Skins, and delivering out the 

other Goods. Here, we are oblig'd to be very vi

gilant in the Night· titne, for they Rnow how eo· 

inake great Sloops, . that will. hold thirty or forty 

Men and run as faR as th·e Wind: And 'tis for this 
reafon· 
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reafon that the Malouins, who fifh for Cod at Petit 
Nord, and the Spaniards who follow the fame FHhery 
at Portocboua, are oblig' d to fit out long Barques to 
fcour the Coaft and purfue 'e1n ; for aln1oft every 
year they furprife fome of the Qrew on fhoar, and 
cut their Throats, and fomeri1nes they carry off 
the V eifel. We are affur'd, that their number of 
W arriours, or Men that bear Arn1s , amounts to 
th1ny tbo~>f-1nd ; but they are fuch cowardly fel
lows, that five hundred Cliflino's from Hudjons Bay, 
ufed to defeat five or fix thoufand of them. They 
are poffeE'd of a very large Country, extending 
fron1 over ~gainft the Hle5 of Mingan to Hudfons 
Streight. They crofs over to the Hland of New.foemd
LmJd every day, at the Streight of Belle I11e, which 
is not above f~ven Leagues over; but they never 
came fo far as Placentia, for fear of meeting wich 
other Savages there. 

Hudfon's Bay adjoyns to this Terra of Labrador, 
and extends from the ) 2d Degree and thirty Mi
nutes to the 63 of Latitude. The Origind of irs 
name was tL1s. Captain I-IemJ Hudfon, an EnglifJJ 
l\fan by Binh, obtain\i a Ship from the Dutch, in 
order to tr.1ce a pafi'age to China through an imagi
nary Strcighc to tbe Northward of Nonh~America. 
fie bad t1rlt form'd a defign of going by the way 
of No··o.'l ZembLz; but upon f~eing the Nlcn1oirs of 
a D:mijlJ Pilot, Wt10 was a friend of his, he drop'd 
that thought. Thi. Pilot~ nan1ely , Frw!trick An
; r.:bi!rl, hrHi fee out frotn Nm·'Jvay or 1Jl.mrlitt, fame 
JCars before, with a defign to find ouc a Pafi:1ge to 
],zpan by D.:rv//s Strdght) which is the Chimerical 
Srrc!::;ht ! fj)oke of. ~rhe firfi Land he defcry'd was 
.')a'Vagc Bay, 1~~:ncii on the North fi~e of the Tar•; 
of L,lbrador; then f'weeping along tl1e Coaft, he en
ier'd a Streig!-:t, which about twen y or thirty ye:us 
;tfterwards, was chrilten]d Hurlfon's Str·eight. .After 
thJtl fh.ering eo the \Vdhvard, he 'ame upon fome 

Coa!ls 
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Coafts that run North and South; upon which he 
ftood to the North, flattering himfelf with the hopes 
of finding an open paffage to crofs the Sea of J-ej]o; 
but after failing to the Laticude of the Polar Cir
tle, and running the rifque of perifhing in the Ice, 
I do not know how often, without n1eeting with a
ny paffage or open Sea, he took up a refolution of 
turning back; but the Seafon was then fo far advanc'd, 
and the Ice fo cover'd up the furface of the Water, 
that he was forc'd to put in to Hudfcn's Bay, and win
ter there in a Harbour, 'vVhere feveral Savages fur
nifh'd his Crew with Provifions and excellent Skins. 
As foon as the Sea was open, be return'd to Den
mark. Now, Captain Hudfon being afterwards ac
quainted with this Dane, undertook upon his Jour
nals to attetnpt a paffage to 'Japan through the 
Streight of Davis ; but the Enterprife f;lird, as well 
as that of one Button, and fome others. However, 
Hudf~n put in to the Bay thrit now goes by his name, 
where he receiv'd a great quantity of Skins fron1 
the Savages; after that) he difcover'd New Holland, 
which is now c.lil'd New- York; and fome other 
Countries retaining to N,w. England: upon the whole, 
'ris not fair to cail this Streight and this Bay, by 
the nari1e of l{Nclj{m; in regard that the abo·;emen
tion'd D.1-ne, Frederi.ck ,;1nfch:ld, was the firft difcoverer 
of them ; he being the firn Europem; tbat defCr)·,d' 
the Countries of North· America, and chalk 'd out the 
way to the others. U pan this Hudj01/s Journals, the. 
EnglJ1J made feveral aaempts to fettle a Con1merce 
with the Americans. 'The gre.1t quancity of Beaver
Skins and other Furs that he pnrcbas 'd of the Savages 
while he Winter'd in the Bay, put the notion in
to the beads of fome Englij1J !vlerchants, wbo there ... 
hpon fonn"d a Company for the carrying on of this 
New Commerce. \Vith this view, they fitted out 
fome S! ips under the con1mand of Capcain Ndfon, 
who loft forne of 'em in the l"e not far from the 
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Streight, having efcap'd narrowly himfelf. Howe .. 
ver, he enter'd the Bay, and plac'd himfelf at the 
Mouth of a great River, which rifes towards the 
Lake of the Afimpouals, and falls into the Bay at a 
place where he built a Redoubt, and mounted fome 
Cannon upon it. In the fpace of three or four years 
after, the Englijh tnade fome other li.ttle Forts near 
that Rivet·, which prov'd a confiderable baulk to 
the Cotnmerce of the French, who found that the 
Savages who us'd to dea\ with 'em in Furs on the 
North fide of the upper Lake, were not then to be 
feen. . 

It came to pafs in procefs of time, but how I 
cannot tell, that one Rati}fon, and one Gro2:.elier, 
1net in that great Lake fome Cliftino's, who pro
mis'd to conduct 'en1 to the bottom of the Bay, 
where the Englij71 had not yet penetrated. In ef .. 
fett, the Clijli11o's were as good as their word ; for 
they lliew'd 'etn the place they fpoke of, befides 
feveral other Rivers upon which there was a fair 
profpeti: of making fuch Settlements , as would 
carry on a great trade in Skins with feveral Savage 
Nauons. Thefe two Frencbme?J return'd to the Up
per Lake, the fame \Yay that they went, and from 
thence made the beft of their way to 0!_ebec, whert) 
they offer' d eo the chief Merchants of the place, 
to carry Ships to Ht-ul[o1i's Bay ; but their Project 
\Vas reJeCted. In fine, having met with ~his re
pulfe, they went to Fr~Jnce, in hopes of a more fa
vourable hearing .1t Court: But after the prefenting 
of Memorial upon Memorial, and fpending a great 
deal of Money, they were treated as whimfical 
Fellows. Upon that occafion the King of England?s 
~mb~ffadour did not Iofe_ the opportunity of per
t wadtng them to go to Londo11, where they n1et with 
fuch a favourable Reception, that they got feveral 
Ships, which they carry'd to"---the Bay, not without 
clHficu.lcy, and built feveral Forts in different places, 
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that did great fervice in promoting the Cotnmerce. 
Then the Court of France repented, though too 
late, that they did not give ear to their Memorials; 
and finding no other remedy, refolv'd to di11odge 
the Englijh at any rate. In e.ffeCl:, they attack'd 'em 
vigoroufly by Sea and Land, and difpoffefs'd 'em of 
all their Forts, excepting Fort Nelfon, where they 
could not expeCt fuch an eafie Conqueft. Some 
years after, the Englijh refolv'd to ufe their utmoft: 
efforts to retake thele Pofis; and their refolution 
was crown'd with Succefs, for they diflodg'd the 
French in their turn, and at this day the French ar~ 
making preparations .to repay 'em in their own 
Coin. 

That Country is fo cold for feven or eight Months 
of the year, that the Sea freezes ten Foot deep, 
the Trees and the very Stones fplit,the Snow is ten or 
twelve Foot ~eep upon the Ground, for above fix 
Months of the year, and during that f~a(on, no 
body can fiir out of Doors, without running the 
rifque of having their Nofe, Ears and Feet mortifi
ed by the Cold! The paffage from Europe to that 
Country is fo difficult and dangerous, by reafon of 
the Ice and the Currents, that one m ufi be redu.c' d to 
the laft degree of mifery, or be blind to a foolifh 
heighth, th4t undertakes fuch a wretched Voyage. 

'Tis now time to pafs frotn HtJd[m/s Bay, to the 
Superior or Upper Lake. 'Tis eafier to 1na~e this 
Voyage upon Paper, than to go acrually through 
it ; for you muft fail almoft a hundred Leagues up 
the River pf Jv.[acbakandibi, which is fo rapid and 
full of Cataracts, that ~ light Canow work'd by 
fix Watermen, Ihall not fail 'em under thirty or 
thirty five days. At the head of this ~iver we tnee~ 
with a little Lake of the fame nan1e, from whence 
we are oblfg'd to a Land.carr~age of feven Le?gues, 
to get at the I).iver of Michipikoton, which we run 
pow~ in t~~ 9r twelvep~~ys, · tho~gh at the fa~e 
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time we have fevera.l Land-carriages upon it : For 
going down this River we pafs feveral Cataracts, 
w·here we are oblig' d either to carry our Canows 
by ' Land, or to drag 'em back again. Thus we 
arrive at the Upper Lake, which is reckon'd to · be 
fiv~ hundred Leagues in Circumference, including 
the windings of the Creel\s, and little Gulfs. This 
little frelh-water Se~ is calm enough fi'on1 the be
ginning of May, to the end of Stptcmbcr. The South . 
fide is the fafeft for the Canows, by reafon of the 
many B.:tys. and little Rivers, where one may put 
in in cafe of a Storm. There is no fc led Savage 
Nation upon die brinks of the Lake, that I Know 
of. '1'is true indeed, that in Summer feveral Nor .. 
thern Nations come to I-Iunt and Fifh in thefe parts, 
and bring with ~en1 the Beaver-Skins they have got 
in the Winter, in order to truck witn the Cottret.:rs 
t!e Bois, who do not fail to m.eet 'em tnere every 
year. The places where the Interview happens, 
are Bagouafch, Lemipifaki, and Chagouamigon. 'Tis 
fome years fince Mr. Dulhut built a Fort of Pales or 
Stakes upon this Lake, where he had large ~1a
gazines of all f.nts of Goods. That Fort was call'd 
Camm:ijligo;aJJ, and did con!iderable Diifervice to the 
Englifl, Setdements in l-ludfon's Bay ; by reafon that 
it fJv'd feveral Nations the trouble of tranfporting 
their Skins to that B 1y. U oon tha Lake we find 
Copper ~.;lines, the M-cttal of which is fo fine an 1 
p!entiful, that there is not a feventh part lofs fi om 
the Oar. It has fame pretty large Ifbn8s, which 
are rep1enifh'd wich Elks and wi:d A fie::: ; but there's 
icarce any that goes to hun.t upon 'em, by reafon 
of the d, nger of croffing over. In fine, this Le1ke 
abounds wirh Sturgeon~, Trouts) and whire Fifh. 
The C!im,ue is unfuff\!rabiy co1d for fix Nlonths of 
the year, and rhe Snow joyn'd to the FroH, com
n1ouiy freezes rhe Water -of the Lake for ten or 
t\velre Lec;gues over. 
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From the Superiour or Upper Lake, I fteer to that 

of Hurons, to which I allot four hundred Leagues 
in Circumference. Now to make this L1ke, you 
muft fail down by the fall calrd Saut St. lklary, which 
I defcrib'd in my fifteenth Letter. This Lake is fitu
ated in a fine Climate, as you'll perceive from the 
Map. The North fide of it is beft for the Naviga
tion of Canows, by reafon of the frequency of liles 
which afford ilielter in bad Weather. The South 
fide is pleafanter, and more convenient for the 
Hunting of Deer, which are there very plentifuL 1"'he 
fi~re of this I ... ake con1es near to an equilateral Tr;. 
angle. Of all its Hies} thclt call'd M.:mitoutzb;, is the 
mofi confiderable , being aqove twenty Leagues 
long, and ten broad. In form~r times, th~ O:tt.1.tt!JS 

of the "N,ltions of 'Falon and Sable d,:,elt in it; buc 
the dread they were under upon the account of che 
Iroquefe, oblig'd both them and their Neig Dours eo 
retire to Mij]ilnna.kinac. That part of the c~)nti
nent that faces this Ifland , i; inh;1bired by the · 
NockCs and the A1i{jitrtgues, in two dii!~rent. rill~1~ 
ges, which are twenty Leagues difr nt, the one 
from the other. Towardr; the Eart end of chis 1-
fland, we fall in with the River des I'r· .. mcois, which I 
took notice of in n1y fixteenth Letter. 'Tis a, 
broad ns the Seine is at Pllris, ar:d runs not abelve f,r. 
rv Leagues in 'length fro1n its fource in the L:.1k-: 
N.:p:ccrini, to its l-v1outh. To the :t-.J~)rth· \Ve:r or 
this R.i·v-er, there lies the Bay of Toranto, w hi.:h is 

~ , -(" 

twenty, or fi ·e ,1nd tw~nty LeJ~~ue5 long, ana ht-
teen broad at its Momh. This Ihy receives a Ri.,. 
ver that fprings from a licde Lake of che f.1me 11..1111~, 
and forms feveial Car.1rac'ts d at are ef]u,ll!y im· 
practicab.e both upon the afcenr and dcfcenr. Up
on the fide of thi~ River you'll fee a Lvbn's Head 
mark'd in my tv'Ltp) whic~1 f1g;li\ies a Luge Vilbge 
of the E-l.trcns, due W,!S ddh\)/d hy the Jr'JqtJ .fe. 
Yea m.1y go from tbe hmrce of thi3 River rr, ti1e 
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Lake Frontenap, by tnaking a Land-carriage to the ~· 
River of Tanaouate, that falls intll that Lake. Upon ~ 
the South fide of the Bay of Toronto, you fee the Fort 
~aH'd Fort Suppofo, which I mention'd in my 23J ~ 
Letter, and about thirty Leagues to the Southward {t 
of rhat, you find the Copntry of Theonontate, which d 
being formerly inhabited by the Huro?Js, was eq- 1 :~l 
~irely depopulated by the Iroqueje. 

From thence I pafs dircd:ly to my Fort, with· 
out amufing you with the different Landskips I met 
with in the fpace of thirty Leagues. That Fort I 
have fpoke fo often of already, that without flop
ping there, I fhall run diretl:ly to the Bay of Saki
nac, reckoning it needlefs at the fame time, to take 
any notice of the many Shelves and Rocks that lye 
bid under the Water for two Leagues off the Coaft. 
This Bay is fixteen or feventeen Leagues long, and · 
fix broad at its Mouth: In the middle of which we 
meet with two little 111ands, that are very fervice
able to the Paifengers ; for if it were not for the 
coriveniency of putting in there, they would be ob
lig' d for the m oft part, rather to tnarck quite round 
the Bay, th~n to run tbe hazard of croillng direttly 
over in a Canow. The River of Sakinac falls into 
the bottom ~f the Bay. This River runs fixty Leagurs 
in length, with a gentle Current, having only three 
little CataraCts tha~ one may fhoot without dan
ger. 'Tis as broad as the Seine is at Seve Briqge. 
Qnce in two years the Outaoum and the Hurons, are 
wont to hunt great quantities of Beavers upon the 
confines of the River of Sakinac. Between the Ri
ver I now fpeak of, and Miffilimakinac, we meet 
with no place that is worth our regard. As for Mif 
ftlim~dlinac it felf, I have already impar~ed to you 
all that I can fay of that Poft, which is of fo great 
importance to our Commerce, and at the fame time 
fent you ' a draught of it. I !hall therefore purfue 
rny courfe . to the Lake Errie, remen1bring that· I 
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defcrib' d the Ilinefe Lake in my fixteenth Letter. 

The Lake Errie is juftly dignified with the illu
Jlrious name of Co_nti; for affuredly 'tis the finell 
Lake upon Earth. You may judge of the goodnefs 
p£ the Climate, from the Lathudes of the Countries 
that furround it. Its Circumference extends to two 
hundred and thirty Leagues; -but it affords every 
\flhere fuch a charming Profpect, that its Banks are 
deck'd wit~1 Oak-Trees, Elms, Chefnut-Trees, Wal
nut-Trees, Apple-Trees, Plum-Trees, and Vines 
which bear their fine cluftets up to the very top of 
~he Trees, upon a fort of ground that lies as f~ooth 
as one's Hand. Such Ornaments as thefe, are fuf
ficient to give rife to the p1oft agreeable Idea of 'a 
Landskip in the World. I cannot exprefs what 
vaft quantities of Deer and Turkeys are to be found 
in thefe Woods, and in the vaft Meads that lye up-
pn the South fide of the Lake.. At the bottom of 
·the Lake, we find wild l3eeves upon the Banks of 
two pleafant Rivers that difembogue into it, with~ 
out C~taratts or rapid Currents. It abounds w· t4 
Sturgeon and white Fiili; but Trouts are very fcarce 
in it, as well as the other Fiili that we take in the 
Lakes pf Hurons and Ilin~fe. 'Tis clear of Shelves, 
Rocks, and Banks of Sand ; and has fourteen or 
fifteen fathon1 Water. The Savages aifure us, thl~ 
'tis never difturb'd with high Winds, but in the 
Months Qf December, j-anuar_7, and Februatj and e .. 
ven then but feldom, which indeed I an1 very ap_ 
to believe, for we had but very few Storms, whe~ 
I winter'd in m,y Fort in 1688, thqugh the Fort 
iay open to the Lake of Hurons. The I3anks of this 
Lake are commonly frequented by none bpt W arri
ours, whe~her the Iroquefe, the Itinefe, the Oumami~, 
&c. and 'tis very dangerous ~o ftop there. By thl~ 
tneans it comes to pafs, that the S.tags, ~oe-Bucks 
~nd Turkeys, run in gre~t Bodies up and down t\1~ 
llio r; all round the La're. In former imes the Er-
·. · ' ' " ' • •,' :.- · ,) · ri~ron_on~~ 
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Fierenons, and the Andajlogueronom, liv'd upon the 
Confines of this Lake, but they were extirpated by 
rhe Iroquefe, as well as the other Nations mark'd in 
rhe Iv1ap. 

Upon the North fide of the Lake we defcry a 
point of Land, tnat /hoots fifteen Leagues into the 

ain; and about thirty Leagues beyond that to 
the Eaftward, we 1neet with a fmall River that takes 
hs ri(e near the Bay of Ganara1ke, in the Lake of 
Fromemrc; and would afford·a fhort paifage from the 
one Lake to the other, i£1 'cwere not incumber'd 
with Cataracts. From thence to the Streight or 
~Mouth of the Lake, you have thirty Leagues; the 
Streigbt being a League over, 01nd fourteen Leagues 
long. Upon this Streight you fee Fort Suppofe mark'd 
in the 1\r1ap, whkh is one of the .Forts that I lllCQ· 

tion'd in 1ny 2?,d Letter. From that itnaginary 
Fort to the River ofCmtde) we have twenty Leagues. 

The Ri\'er of CEonde runs fixty E.e.~gucs in length 
witho:Jt Catara.ds, if we may credit the Savages, 

, who cdfur'd me, that one nuy go fi·um its fource 
to another River that falls into £he Sea, without any 
other Land-carriage than one of a League in lensto, 
between the River ~nd the other. I faw only cbe 
!-Aouth of the firft River, where our OutaottaJ trierl 
their Limbs, as I told you in my fifteenth L1~tter. 
'l"'hc l11ands that you fee mark'd in the l\1ap at the 
bottotn of the Le& lie ErriJ, ar:e replcnifh'd wir.h Roe
Bucks. and with Frui~-Trees) which nJturc !1as ge
nerouf1y provided, in order to erttcrtain the Tw·. 
keysJ Feafants and Deer wi.h their Fruit. In fine, 
if there were a clear and free paifage (or V ef
fcls, frorn Qt!ebec to this L:1ke, it might be made the 
finef}, the dchefl, and the moll fertile K.!ngdom in 
the \Vorid : For over and abo ;c aii the uC,lutics I 
have n:endon'd, r.here are ex~eilcm.: sn v~r Mines a· 
bout rwenty Le,1gues up ~~e Country , upon a 
cerea· n Hill, fro1n ·whence the Sa v~~ges bruu~ht 
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us great lumps, that have yielded that precious Mc~
tal with little wafte. 

Fron1 the Lake Errie, · I fteer my courfe to that 
of Fro11tenac, which I could not forbear to fpeak of 
in my feventh and feventcenth Letters. T-liis Lake 
(as I intimated above ) is I So Eeagues in Circun1fe
reuce, its figure is Oval, and its depth runs between 
twenty ana cw~nty five Fathom. On the South fide 
it receives fe,~eral little Rivers, particularly thofe iOf 
the T{onontouans, of the Onnont'agucs, and ·of the Famine; 
a.t the North fide 'tis joyn'd by the Rivers of Ga
naraske, and of Teonontate. Its fides are deck' d with 
taB Trees, ana th~ ground is indifferent even and 
level, for it has no fteep Coa.fis. On the North fide 
we meet with feveral little Gulfs. You may go 
from this Lake to that of HH1'onsJ by going up the 
River Tanaouate, from whence you nave a Land-car
riage of fix or eight Leagues to the River of Toron
to, which falls into it. You may likewife have a 
paffage from the Lake of Frontenac, to that of Erri~, 
through the Bay of Ganaraske, by ma.king a Land
carriage from thence to a little River that's full of 
Cataracts. T~he Viilages of the OnnontagueJ, 7(onon
totlans, Goyogouans, ;1nd Omzoyoutes, are noc far ~iftant 
from the Lake of Fro11tenac. Thefe Iroquefe N,Hions 
are very ad·1an ageoufly feared. They have a plea
(-lnt and fertile Country ; but they want Roe-Bucks 
and Turkeys, as well as Fifh, of which their Rj
vers are altogether deftitutc, infomuch that they are 
forc'd to fifh in the Lake, and to broil or dry their 
Fifh with a Fire, in order to keep 'em and cranf
port 'em to their Villages They are in llke man
n~r forc'd to range out of their own Territories, in 
queft of Beavers in the ·vinter1time., either tQwards 
Gai1araske , or to the fides cf the Lake of Toro1~
to, or e\fe towards the great River of the Outaouas; 
where 'cwould be an eaf}e m,Hter to cut all tl~eil· 
Throats, by purfuing the courfe I laid down in n1y 
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Letters. I have already touch'd upon the-Forts of' 
Frontenac and Niagart; ; ~s well as upon the River of 
St. Ltmrence, which here ta~kes leave of the Lakes, 
and purfues a compaCl:er courfe to Monreal and (0e
bcc, where its waters mingling with thofe of the 
Sea, become fo brackifh, that they are not drin~
able. 
· It ren1ains only to give you a Defcription of A

catlia, and the Ifland of Newfound.Land, which are 
two Countries that differ- widely from one another. 
The Coafi: of Acadia extends from Kenebeki, one of_ 
the Frontiers of New-Englaml, to l'Ijle Perde, near 
the Mouth of the River of St. Laurence. ~his Sea
Coaft runs almofi: three hundred Leagues in length, 
and has upon it two great Navigable Bays, name::>" 
ly, the Bay call'd Franfoife, and the Bay des Ch4• 
leurs. It has a great many little Rivers, the Mouths 
of which ar~ deep, and clean enough for the greateft 
Ships. Thefe Rivers would afford a plentiful Salmon
fifhery, if there were any body tQ pndertake it; and 
mofi of'em as well as the Gulfs that lies before 'em, 
furnifh fuch Cods as we take at the Ijle Percee. For in 
the Summer time, that fort of Fiih make in to the 
Coafi in Shoals, efpecially about the Iilands of Cape 
Breton, and of St. 1obn. >Tis true, the latter has 
no I-Iarbours, and the former has none that receive 
any Veifel above the burthen of a Barque ; but if 
~hefe two IilJnds were peopled, the Inhabitant~ 
might fit out Sloops to manage the F:ifhery; and to .. 
~ards the latter end of Aaguj!, when the Filh are 
cu'r=d and ready, ~~ e S,I-}ips might c?me to an A~~ 
chor near the Land, and fo take em in. Two 
Gentlemen of the name of Amour of 0.f~bec, have 
a $ettlement for Beaver-hunting upon the River of 
St. 'John; wh~ch is a very pleafant Riv~r, f).nd a
dorn'd with Fields that are very fertile in Grain. 
'Tis Navigable for twelve. Leagues up, from its 
~l;(outh. ~e~we~n the point of Aca~ia~ and the I~ 
· · · · ' flln u 
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fland of Cape Breton, there is a Channel o'r Streight 
about two Leagues in breadth, which is deep enough 
to carry the greateft Ships in France. 'Tis caU'd the 
pafs des Canfeaux, and would be much more fre
quented than it is, if the Merchant-men boWld to 
Canada, would fet out from France about the r ph of 
March; for then they might pafs tbat way, being 
aifur'd of a clear paffage at all feafons of the year; 
whereas the Channel of Cape de Raye, is oftentimes 
cover'd with Ice in April: And by this contrivance, 
the Ships would arrive at f<!!ebec in- the beginning of 
May. 

Mofi: of the Countries of Acadia abound wich 
Corn, Peafe~ Fruit, and Pulfe; and have a plain 
diftintlion of the four Seafons of. the year_, notwith
ftanding that 'tis extream cold for three Months ia 
Winter. Several places of Acadia, afford Mafts a.i 
ftrong as thofe we have from Nonvay; and if there 

were occafion, all forts of Ships might be built there: 
For if you'll believe the Carpenters, th~ Oak of 
that Country is better than ours in Europe. In a 
word, 'ds a very fine Country ; the Climate is in
different temperate, the Air is pure and w holefotn, 
the Waters clear and light, and there's good accom· 
modation for I-Iunting, Shooting, and Fifhing. The 
Animals that we meet with there tnofr commonly ·i 
are Beavers, Otters, and Sea-Calves, all of 'en1 be., 
ing very numerous. Thofe who fove Meat are in
debted to the Doctors, who per! waded the Popes eo· 

Metamorphofe thefe terreftrial Animals into FHh ;
for they are allow'd to .eat of 'etn without fcruple 
in the titne of Lent. To be plain, the knowledg~ · 

I have of that Country, makes me forefee that the 
E;1glij1J will be tnafters of it fome time or other. I 
could give very plaufible reafons for the Prophecy. 
They have already begun to ruine the Comn1erce 
that the French had with the Savages, and in a f'nort 

time, they'll com pafs its intire Defhutt3on. The 
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Frwch they will prize their Goods too high, though (o' 
they are not fo good as thofe of the Englijh; .and yet ;: ;( 
the Englijh fell their Commodities cheaper. 'Twere wh 
a pi£y chat we fhould tamely leave to the Englifh a 0 
Country, the Conquefi of which they have attempt- fne: 
ed fo often, in confideration of oor fur-trade and . 'nt 

2nd Cod-fifhing. 'Tis impoffible to binder 'em to ·,~ 
pofiefs themfelves of the Settlen1ents upon the Coaft " 
of Acadia, by reafon that they lye at filch a difiance 
from one another ; fo that they'll certainly fucceed in 
fuch Enterprifes, as indeed they have done already. . 
1'he Frmch Governours, they act with the fame view, 1 

as many of thofe who are imploy'd in Pofis beyond 
Sea. They look upon their place as a Goid Mine 
given 'em, in order to enrich themfelvcs; fo that 
tbe publick Good, muft always march behind pri
vate Interefr. Mr. de Mmeval fuffer'd tbe Englifh 
to· poffefs themfelves of Port Royal, becaufe that place 
\vas cover'd with nothing but fing1e PalilTado's. 
Eut why was it not better fortified ? l can tell you 
the reafon ; he thought ne had time enough to fill 
his Pockets, before the Englif!J would attack it. This 
Govcrnour fucceeded to Mr. Pen·vt, who was broke 
with Difgrace, for having made it his chief bufinr..fs 
to enrich himfe1f; and after returning to France, 
went back again with feveral Ships laden with Goods, 
in order to fee up for a private !v1erchanr in that 
Country. \Vhile Mr. Perrot was Governour, he fuf
fer'd the Englifh to pofie£ chemfelves of feveral ad
vantageous Pofts, without offering to :fl:ir. f-lis chief 
buflnefs was to go in argues from Rh:er to River, 
in order to traflick wirb the S.1vages : And after he 
was difgrac'd, he 1N,lS not content~d with a Com
merce upon the Co<!fis of Ac"tulia, but would needs 
extend it to the EngljJJ Plantations ; buc it cofi him 
de,H, for fome Pyrates feH ia with him, 2nd afcer 
fc:izing his Bc.1rgu~s, duck'd hitn:.~lf.:, upon which he 
died immediaceiy. 

Th~ 
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The three principal Savage Nations that rive upon 

the Coafis of Acadia. are the 'Abenakis, the lt-1ikemak, 
and the CanibtU. There are fome other err a tick Na
tions, who go and comefron1 Acadia, toNew-England, 
and go\) y the names of L11ahiJ, g ans ,S occokis ,and Open an
go. The firft three(having fix'd Habitations) are i~
tirely in the interefts of the French; and I muft fay, that 
in time of War tl ey gall the Englifo Colonies with 
their Incurfions, fo much, that we ought to tak 
care to perpetuate a good underfianding between 
them and us. The Baron of Saint C(lfteim, a Gei~
deman of Oleron in Bean1, having liv'd a1nong .rhe 
Abenakt'.t after the Savage way, for above twenty 
years, is fo much refpetl:ed by the Savages, that they 
look upon him ~s their Tutelar God. l-ie was for
merly an Officer of the Carignm~ Regiment in Ca
nada; and upon the breaking of that Regiment, 
threw him felt among ~be Savages, whofe L 1ngu2ge 
he bad learn'd. He married among 'ern after their 
fafhion, and prefer'd the Forrefis of Acadia to the 
Pyrenea;:t Mountains, that encompafs the pla-ce of hi:; 
Nativity : For the firft years of his abode with the 
Save1ges, he behav'd himfeif fo, as to draw an ine:.:
prefiible efteen1 from 'em. They n1ade hiw the·r 
Great Chief or Leader, who is in a manner the So
veraign of the Nation ; and by degrees he has work'd 
himfelf into fuch a Fortune, which any ~1an hut 
he would have made fuch ufe of, as to draw out {)f 
that Country ~bove cwo or three hundred tho.ufdnd 
Crowns, which he has now in his Pocket in good 
dry Gold. But all the ufe he makes of ir, is_, t(} 
buy up Goods for Pt efents to his Fe1low-Sa
vages, who upon their return from Hunting, pre
f~;;nt him with Beaver-~kins eo a treble value. The 
GO\'ernours General of Canada keep in with hih1, 
and the Governours of NcuJ-E'nglmvl are afraid of 
Lin1. Ile lns f~veral Da·1ght<:r s, wbo rJrc, all of 

'em, 
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'en1, married very handfomly to Frenchmen, and had 
good Dowries. He has never chang'd his Wife; 
by which means he mean'd to give the Savages to 
underftand, that God do's not love inconfiant Folks. 
'.Tis faid, that he indeavour'd to convert thefe po01r 
People, but his indeavo•irs prov'd fuccefslefs; fothat 
l)tis in vain for the Jefuits to preach up the .Truths 
~f Chriftianity to 'em ; though after all, thefe good 
Fathers are not difcourag'd, nay, they think that 
the adminiftring of Baptifm to a dying Child, is 
worth ten times the pains and uneafinefs of living· 
ainong that People. 

Port--Ro_'Yal, the Capital or the only City of Acd· 
dia, is in effect: no. more than a little paultry Town,. 
that is fomewhat inlarg' d fince the War broke out iri 
I689. by the acceffion of the Inhabitants ~hat liv'd 
near Bofton,the Metropolitan of New- England. A great 
many of thefe People retir'd to Port-Royal, upon 
the apprehenfion that the Englijh would pillage 'em, 
and carry 'em into their Country. Mr. tle Mene
'Val furrendred this place to the E1:~glijh, as I fa id be
fore;. he could not maintain fuch a poft with the 
handful of Men that he had1 becaufe the Paliifadoes 
were low, and out of order. f-Ie made a Capitula
tion with the Commander of_ the Party that made 
the Attack; but the Englifh Officer broke his word 
to him, and us'd him both ignominiuuily and 
hadhly. Port-Royal is feated in the Latitude of 44 
Degrees , and 40 Minutes, upon the edge of 3.: 
very fine 13afin , which is a League broad, and 
two Leagues long, having at the entry about fix
teen or eighteen fathom Water on one fide, and fix: 
or feven on the other; for you muft know that th~ 
l11and call'd l' Jjle aux Chevres which fiands in the' 
the middle, divides the Channel into two. There's 
excellent anchorage all over the Bafin; and at the. 
botcorp of it, there's a Cape or point of Land that' 
parts two RiversJ at which the tide· rifes ten or 

twelve 
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twelve Foot. Thefe Rivers are bounded by plea
fant Meads, which in Spring and Autumn are co
ver'd with all forts of frdh Water-foul. In fine, 
Port-Royal is only a handful of Houfes two Story 
high, and has but few Inhabitants of any Note. I 
fubfifts upon the traffick of the Skins, which the 
Savages bring thither to truck for European Goods. 
In former times, the Farmer's Company had Ma
gazins in this place, which were under the care 
of the Governours. I could eafily mention fome 
of 'em, if I were not apprehenfive that thefe Me
moirs may be fecn by others befides your felf. 

The Ifland of Newfound-Land, is three hundred 
Leagues in Cir~umference. It lies at the diUance 
of fix hundred and fifty Leagues from France, and 
forty or fifty Leagues fron1 the Bank of the fame 
name. The South fide of the Ifiand belongs to the 
French, who h~ve feveral Settlements there for the 
fifhing of Cod. The Eaft fide is inhabited by the 
EngliflJ, who are poffefs' d of feveral confiderable 
Poils, fituated in certain Ports, Bays, and Havens_. 
which they have taken care to fortifie. The Weft 
of the Iiland is wafie, and was never yet poffefs'd~ 
The Hbnd is of a triangular Figure, and full of 
Mountains, and impracticable Forrefts. It has fome 
great Meadows, or rather Heaths, which are cover~ 
ed with a fort of Mofs inftead of Grafs. The Soil · 
of this Country is good for nothing, ~s being a 
mixture of Gravel, Sand and Stones; fa that the 
Fifhery was the only n1otive that induc'd the French 
and the Englijb to fettle there. It affords great fiore 
of Game, ur \Vater-fowl, Pa ridges and Hairs ; 
but as for the Stags, 'tis a\mo.ft impoffible to c me 
at 'em, by reafon that th~ ~1ountains are fo high, 
and the Woods fo thick. In this lfland > as well as 
i.n that of Cape Breton, we find Porphyry of fe· 
veral colou s ; and ea e has been taken to fend to 
Fume: fome pieces of it for a Pa tern.) which were 

~nnd 
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found to be very pretty, only they were hard to cut. OJ 

I have feen feme of 'em that were red ftreak'd with 1\1~ 
green, and fee m' d to be exrream fine ; but the mif- ~ 
chief is, it fplits fo when 'tis taken out of the Quar- ~~ 
ies, that it cannot be made ufe of, but by way of ,. , 

incruftation. · ~ tn 

, This Ifland of Cape Breton affords likewife 
black Marble, or a fort of Brefcbe with grey Veins, 
which is hard, and not eafily polifh'd. This Stone 
is apt to fplit, for 'tis not equally hard, and it has 
knots in it. There are no fetled Savages in the 1-
fland of New{01md-Land. 'Tis true, the Eskimr;ux do 
fometimes crofs over to it at the Streight of Belie Ijle 
in great Sloops, with intent to furprife the Crew of 
the Fifhermen upon the Coafi call'd Petit Nord. Our 
Settlements are Jt Placentia, at the lfland of St. Peter, 
and in the Bay of Trepaffez... From Cape Rafe to Cha
peau Rouge, the Coaft is very clean, but from Chapeau 
Rouge to Cape Rafe, the Rocks render it dangerous. 
There are two confiderable Inconveniences, that at-

. tend the landing upon this Ifland. In the firfi place, 
the Fogs are here fo thick in the Summer, fortwenty 
Leagues off inro the Main, that the ableft and moft: 
expert Sailor dare not ftand into the Land while 
th y laft : So chat all Ships are oblig'd to lye bye 
for a clear day, in order to make the Land. The 
fecond I neon reniency, which is yet greater, pro
ceeds from the Currents which run to and again, 
without any perceivable variation, by which means 
the Ships are fometimes drove in upon the Coaft, 
when they reckon upon ten Leagues oiling. But, 
which is wodt of all, the infenfible motion of the 
row ling \Vaves,throw's 'eminfenfibly upon the Rocks, 
which they cannot poffibly avoid,for want of ground 
to anchor upon. 'Twas by this means that the 
King's Ship the Pretty was loft in 1692, as well as a 
great many others Uf on feveral occafions. 

or 
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Of all our Settlements in North-America, Placen ... 

tia is the Poft ~f the greatefi Importance and Ser
vice to rhe King, in regard that 'tis a place of re
fuge to the Ships that are oblig'd to put into a Har
bour, when they go or come from Canada, and even 
to thofe which con)e from South-dmerica, when 
they want to take in frefh Water or Provifi
ons, and have fprung their Mafis, or been danl
rnag'd in a Storm. 'I' his place is fituated in the La
titude of 4 7 Degrees, and fome Minutes, almoft at 
the bottom of 1e B~y that goes by the fame name. 
The Bay is ten or tw lve Leagues broad, and twenty 
odd Leagues long. 1~he Fort ftands upon the fide 
of a Neck or narrow Streight, which is fixty Paces 
over, and fix Fathoms water deep. The Ships that 
enter into the Port, are oblig' d to graze, ( fo to 
fpeak ) upon the angle of the Baftions. The Port 
or Harbour is a League long, and a quar,.er of a 
League over : Before the Port there's a large, fine 
road, which is a League and a half wide; but lies 
fo bleak to the North· Weft, and Weft-North-Weft 
Winds, the ftrongeft: and moft boifterous Winds that 
are, that neither Cables nor Anchors, nor large flout 
Ships can withftand their furinus !hocks; tho' indeed 
thefe violent ftonns feldom happen but in the lat
ter end of Autumn. The fame year that the Pretty 
was loft, the King loft another of 69 Guns call'd 
the Good, in this Road ; and if the four or five other 
Ships that belong'd to the fatne Squadron, had not 
took the precaution of tleering into the Port, they 
had certainly underwent the fame fate. This Road 
then which is only expos' d to the orth-Weft, and 
Weft-North-Weft Winds, has fome hidden Rocks 
on the North fide, befide!i chofe at Ponime Verte, where 
feveral of the Inhabitants are wont to fifh. All thefe 
things you n1ay fee plainly upon the Plan that 1 
fent you, along with my 2;d Lettere 

Qz Com 
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Commonly, there comes thirty or ·forty Ships 

from France to Placentia every year, and fometimes 
fixty. Some come with intent to fifh, and others 
have no other defign than to truck with the Inha
bitants, who live in the Summer time on the other 
fide of the Fort. The ground upon which their'Hou
fes ftand, is call'd La grand Grave, for in effect, they 
have nothing but Gravel to fpread their Cod-fifh 
upon, in order to have 'em dry'd by the Sun after 
they are fatted. The Inhabitants and the French Fifher
men.,fend their Sloops every day two Leagues off the 
Port to purfue the Fifhery ; and fometimes the Sloops 
return fo over-loaded, that they are in a manner bu
ry' d in the Water. You cannot imagine how deep 
they fink, and 'tis impoffible you fhould believe it, 
unlefs you faw it. The Fifhery commences in the 
beginning of June, and is at an end about the mid
dle of Augu(!. In the Harbour they catch a little 
fort of a fifh, which they put upon their Hooks as a 
bait for the Cod. 

Placentia is in great want of Gravel, which oc
caHons the thinnefs of the Inhabitants. lf the Go
vernours prefer'd the King~s Service to Avarice, they 
might n1ake it a confiderable Pofi, and a great ma
ny would make gravel _Walks at their own charge ; 
but as long as the Governours prey upon the for
tunes of private Men, under the air pretence of 
the King's Service, which is always in their Mouths, 
I can't fee that this Settlement will ever be in
larg'd or improv'd. Do's not the Governour dif
grace his Prince, and fink the character of his Poft, 
in turning Fifherman, Merchant, Vintner, and atl
ing in the way of a thoufand meaner and more 
Mechanical Trades ? Is not this a piece of Tyran
ny? To force the Inhabitants to buy what Goods 
they want, out of fuch and fuch a Ship, and to fell 
their Cod to fuch other Ships as the Governour is 
interefs'd in, and that a5 a principal Owner: To 

appro .. 
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appropriate to himfelf the Rigging and Tackle of . 
the Ships that are caft away upon the Coafi, to ftop 
the Crew of Merchantmen for his own Fifhery, to 
fell Habitations or Settlements, to fiifte the bidding 
up for Effects fold by way of Auction that he may in
grofs them by his foie Authority ,to change the Ptovi
fions laid up in Magazines for his Majefiy's Troops, 
to carry off the good Biskuit and put bad in the 
room of it, to make fo much Beef and Bacon for 
the fubfiftance of the Garrifon, to force the Inha
bitants to fend their Servants and Carpenters to 
fome work, in which his Majefty's Service i lef$ 
concern'd than his own Pocket: Thefe, I fay, are 
things that I take to be plain infractions of the Or
ders iffued forth by Lewis the XIV. Thefe are a
bufes that muft be redrefs'd, if we would have the 
Kjng to be well ferv'd : And yet there's nothing 
done in it. For my part, I am unacquainted with the 
reafon of the delay; thofe that have a mind to know, 
had beft ask the Deputies· of Monfieur de P "' • ". 
I am fully perfwaded, that all thefe Pyracies do not 
come to the King's Ear, for he's too juft to fuffer 
'em. 

To conclude; Placantia bears neither Corn, nor 
Rie, nor Peafe, for the Soil is good for nothing ; 
not to mention, that if it were as good and as fer
tile as any in Canada, yet no body would give them
felves the trouble to cultivate it ; for one Man earns 
more in Cod-fifhing in one Summer, than ten would 
oo in the way of Agriculture. In the great Bay of 
Placentia, there are fome little I-Iarbours) ( befides 
that of the Fort ) which the Bifct~y FHh~rmen re ... 
fort to. Such are the little and the great Burin, St, 
l..ti:4rence, Martir'J Cbape:u Rouge~ &c. 
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A Lift of t ~e Sa-c}t1ge Natiom of Canad . 

Tbofe in Acadia. 

, . The Abcnakis. 
~I'he /k/icmac. 
The Canibas. 
The Mnhingam. 
The OpmangoJ. 
The SoccokiJ. 
The Etechemim. 

I Thefe are all of 'em good War
' riours ; they are more active and 
>leE c uel than the Iroquife. Their 

I 
Language differs a little from that 
o rhe Algonkins. 

J 

7'he Nations that l!/e ttpo'll tbe Ri vwr of St. Laurence, 
from the Sea to Monreal. 

1"he M t Thefe fpeal\ the A :gon m .an .. 1"'he Pa inacbois. ~ . l k' I 
oun aneers. 

The Gafpefiam guage. 
1.'1 e Hctrons of Lortto, the Iroq:tefe Tong e. 
,.£he Abenakti of SciUeri. 1 .. 1 Al k. L uage 
"ll ,.}! k. 1c (Ton m ang • . 1e p !/" ms. ...., 
1:he Ag11ies of the Fall call'd Sat't St. Lotti4; they 

fpeak the lroquefe Language_, and are good War~ 
riours. 

The lrcque(e of the Mountain of .lvlonreal; they fpeak 
the Iroquefe Language, · and are a brave People. 

Thofe upon the Lake of llurons. 

The llurons, the Iroqut>fe Language. 
The Outaol/as, 

1.'he NockeJ. ~ Th Al k' L 
Tl ;,1.:rr.1·• e ~on m angu;age. 

e J:~ •.JA agueJ. 
Tbe .A~tikamek. 
~he O~tehipvues, alias Sautcurs, good Warriours. 

Llpon 

•I 

:e( 
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Upon the llinefe Lake, and the adjacent Country. 

Some Ilinefe at Chegakou. 
The Ostmamis, good Warriours."' 
The Ma!koutens. I 
The Kikapous, good W arriours. They fpeak the 
The Outagamis, good Warriours., AlgonkmLan&uage, 
The Malomimis. >an~ are a fpnghtly 
The Ponteouatami&. lacbve fort of Pea-
The Ojatinons, good Warriours. ple. 
The Saki4. J 

In the Neighbourhood of ths Lake l{Frontenac. 

The T[onontouans.~ Th r r k a·rr. Lan-The G e1e 1pea a tuerent 

Th O
oyoguans. guage from the A lgonkin. 

e nnotagues. 
The Onnoyoutes and Agnies, . at a fmall difiance. 

Near the River of the Outaouas. 

The 1 abitibi. ~ 
The Monz..rmi. I h {i l l 
Th M h k d

'b' T ey peak t1e Agon-
e ac a an z ~. >k. L d ll f Th N d' A h' .. 

1 
m anguage, an a o 

Th
e Nop~r:e.n. c ~rmr.. 'em are very cowardly. 
e epz.;trmt. 

The Temiskami:uk. • J 

To the North of Miffifipi, and upon the Confines of the 
Upper Lak~, and Hudfon's Bay. 

The N adou1fis.. , 
The Ajfimpouals·i 
The SonktUkitons. 
The Ouadbatons. i 
The Atintons. >Thefe fpeak Algonkin. 

TheCliflinosbrave !I 
Warriour's and 
aCl:i ve brisk Men. 
The Ekimaux. J 



A Lift of the Anim~ls --ef the South Countries of ea; 
nada. 

Wild Beeves. 
Little Stags or Harts. 
Roebucks of three different Sp.ecies. 
Wolves, fuch as we have in Europe. 
Lynx's, fucb as we have in Europe. 
Michibichi, a fort of baftard Tygre. 
Ferrets t . 
Weefels . .{fuch as we have tn Europe~ 
Afh-c;olour'd Squirrels. 

R
Habrebs. }fuch as we have in Europe. 

a ets. 
Badgers, fuch as we have in Een·ope. 
White Beavers, but very fcarce. 
ReddHh Bears. 
Mmk Rats. 
Reddifh Foxes, as in Europe. 
Crocodiles in the Mij]iftpi. 
f!JJ.~, an Animal like a. Hare, upon the Mi.fjijipi. 

'A Lift of the Animals of the North Countries of Canad~ 

Orignals or Elks. 
Caribous or wild Aires. 
Black Foxes. · 
Silver colour'd Foxes. 
A fort of wild Cats, call'd EnfanJ dss Viable, or the 

Devil's Children. 
Carcaious, an Animal not unlike a Badger, 
Porcupines. 
Fontereaux J ;1n t\mphibious fort o~ little :Pol(J"! 

Cats. 
Martins. 
Pole-Cats, fuch as we have in EurofJo,. 
Black Bears. · · 

11 
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White Bears. 
Siflleurs, an Animal that makes a whizzing noife. 
flying Squirrels, 
White Hares. 
Beavers. 
Otters. 
Musk-Rats. 
$ui./!e Squirrels, or a fort of Squirrels, whofe Hair re-

fembles a Suiffi's Doubler. · 
Great Harts. 
Sea-Wolves or Calves. 

A De{cription of fucb Animals or Beajh, lu are not men
tion' din the Letter!. 

THe Michibichi is a fort of Tyger' r~e Am'mals 
only 'tislefs than the commonTy- of the _south 

d 
r. h r. l'd A r. Countrtet. ger, an not 10 muc 1peck . s 1oon 

as it defcries a Man, it runs away, and climbs up 
the firll Tree it meets with. It attacks all brute 
Animals whatfoever, and conquers 'en1 with eafe; 
and, which is very fingular and peculiar to it above 
all other Animals, it runs in to the affiftance of the 
Savages, when they purfue Bears and wild Beeves; 
upon fuch occafions it makes as if 'twete affraid 
of no body, and fally's out with fury upon the 
hunted Animal~ The Sav2ges call thefe Animals a 
fort of Manitous, that is, Spirits that love Men ; and 
'tis upon that fcore they efteeq1 and refpetl: 'em to 
fuch a degree, that they would choofe rather to die, 
than to kill one of 'em. 

The white Beavers are much valued, upon the ac-
count of their being uncommon, though at the 
fame time, their Hair is neither fo large nor fo fine 
as that of the common Beavers& As there are but 
few of thefe white Beav~rs, fo thof~ wh~~h ar~ quite 
black are very f~arce . . · Th 
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The ReJJijh Bears are mifchievous Creatures, for 

they fall fiercely upon the Huntfmen, wherea§ the 
black ones fly from 'em. The former fort are lefs, 
and more nimble than the latter. 

The Crocodiles of Mijfifipi, are exactly the fame The 

with thofe of the Nile and other places. I have :I 
feen that Crocodile that is at Engolifma in Aqr~itaine, 
and find that it has the fame figure with thefe, on
ly 'tis fomewhat lefs. The moft ufual method that 
the Savages have for taking 'em alive, is to throw 
great Wreaths or Cords made of the barks of Trees 
with a running knot, upon their Neck, the middie 
of their Body, their Paws, &c. After they are thus 
fiez'd, they iliut 'em up between ten or twelve 
Stakes, and there tie 'em after their Belly is turn'd 
upwards. While they lie in this pofture, they flea 
"em without touching their Head or their Tail, and 
give 'em a Coat of Fir-bark, to which they fet fire, 
having cut the Ropes that keep'd 'em fait. Upon 
fuch occafions, thefe Animals make a fearful haul
ing and crying. To conclude, the Savages are fre
quently fwallow'd up by thefe Creatures, whether 
in f wimming over a River, or in fleeping upon its 
Banks. .Ariojle in the 68 Diapafon of his I 5th Song, 
gives this Defcription of a Crocodile. 

Vive fi•b lito e dentro a la Riviera, 
Ei Corpi Umani fon le .{ue Vivande, 
De le Perfone mifere e incaute, 
Di Viandanti e d'infilice naute. 

That is, it lives both in t~e River, and upon its 
B~nks ; it fquafhes People with its murdering Tooth; 
it feeds upon the Bodies of poor Travellers, of un
fortunate Paffengers, and Sailours. 

The ojfa, are little Animals like Hares, and re
femble 'em in every thing, excepting the Ears and 
Hind·feet. They run, and canno~ climb. Their 

Females 
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Females have a Bag under their Belly, where. their 
young ones enter upon a purfuit, in order to fave 
themfelves along with the Mothet, who immedi
ately betakes her felf to flight. 

The Silver-colour'd Foxe1 are of the The AJ..1im:Js 
fame fhape with thofe of Europe, as or Beafh uf the 
well as the black ones. The bl k No;tJJ Cotm-ac trzet. 

ones are very fcarce, and whofoever 
catches one, is fure to fell it for its weight in Gold. 
This fpecies is met with only in the coldeft Coun-
tries. 

The White Bears are a monftrous Anin1al, and ex-
traordinary long ; their Head has a formidable Af
petl:, and their Hair is very large and thick ; they 
are fo fierce, that they'll come and attack a Sloop 
in the Sea, with feven or eight Men in it. 'Tis 
faid, that they'll f wim fix or feven Leagues without 
b ing tyr'd. They live upon Fifh and Shells upon 
the Sea-fhoar, from whence they feldom ftraggle 
far. I never {aw but one of 'em in tny Life-time, 
which had certainly tore me to pieces, if I had 
not fpy'd it at a diftance, and fo had time to run 
back tor fhelter to Fort Leuis at Placentia. 

The Flying Squirrels are as big as a large Rat, and 
of a greyifh white colour. They are as droufie, as 
thofe of the other Species are watchful. They are 
ca\l'd Flying Squirrels, in regard that they fly from 
one Tree to another, by the means of a certain Skin 
which ftretches it felf out in the form of a Wing, 
vyhen they make thefe little Flights. 

The White Hares are only fuch in Winter,for as foon 
as the Spring comes on, they begin to turn grayHh, 
and by degrees recover the fame colour as our Hares 
have in France, which they hold till the end of 
Autumn. 

The Sui./Je Squirrels are little Animals, refembling 
little Rats. The Epithet of Suij}e is beftow'd upon 
'em, in regard that the Hair which covers their Bo ... dy 
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dy, is ftreak'd with black and white, and refem~ 
bles a Sui./Je's Doublet; and that thefe fireaks make 1 ~ 
a ring on each Thigh, which bears a great deal of If# 
refemblance to a Suiffe's Cap. 

The large Stags are neither higher nor thicker,than 
thofe we have in Europe; but they are call'd large 
in proportion to two other Species of Harts that 
frequent the Southern Countries. The leifer fort 
affords the moft delicious Meat. 

The Sea-Wolves, which fome call Sea·Calves, are 
as big as Mafiiffs. They are almoft always in the 
Water, or at leafi: they never go · far from the Sea. 
fide. Thefe Animals do not walk fo much Cl$ they 
crawl, for when they raife themfelves out of the Wa ... 
ter, they only creep upon the Sand or Clay. Their 
Head has the form of an Otter's Head, and thejr 
Feet, which have no Legs, refemble thofe of a Goofeo 
The Female kind bring forth their young ones upon 
the Rocks, or upon fome little Iflands, juft by the 
Sea. The Sea .. Wol-ves live upon Fifh, and refort to 
t;old Countries. There,s a prodigious number of 
'em about the Mouth of the River of St. Laurence. 

As for the remaining Animals of Cavada, I gave 
you an account of 'em in my Letters. I will not· 
offer to !hew yoll what methods the Savages take to 
catch or kill all thefe Animals, for f4ch an under":' 
taking would be endlefs. This I can aifure you of in 
~he general, that they rarely go a Hunting to no 
purpofe, an~ ~hat they make no ~fe of their Dogs1 

but in the Hunting of Elks, and fometimes in Hunt~ 
'ng of Beavers, as you lhall fee under the Head of 
~he Diver~on~ of ~upt~n~ and Shooting among th. 
~wages~ 
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'A Lift of the Fowl or Birds that frequent the South Coun .. 
tries of Canada. 

Vulture&. 
Huards, a River .. fowl as big as a Goofe. 

Swans. ~ Black Geefe. 
Black Ducks. 
Plungeons. fuch as we have in Europe~ 
Coots. ~ 
Rayles. 
Turkeys. 
Red Partridges. 
Pheafants. 
Large Eagles. 
Cranes. ~ 
Blackbirds. fuch as we have in E.nrop 
Thru!hes. . 
Wood-Pigeons. 
Parrots. 

S
Rave

11
ns. lruch as we have in Europe. 

wa ows.~ 
Several forts of Birds of Prey that are not known 

in Europe. 
Nightingales unknown in Europe, as well as fever l 

other little Birds of different colours, particularly 
that calrd Oifeau Mouche, a very little Bird refem
bling a Fly ; and great quantities of Pelicans. 

The Birds of the North Countries of Canada. 

Buftards. l_r. h h . E 
White Geefe.j"1uc as we ave tn urope. 
Ducks of ten or twel v.e forts, 
Teals. " 
Sea-Mews. 
Grelans. 
Sterlets. 



,_ 3 S Some New Voyages 
Sea-Parrots. 
Moyacks. 
Cormorants. "'\\ 
Heath· Cocks. 
Snipes. I 
Plungeons. 
Plovers. : 
Lapwings. >fuch as we have in Europe. 
Herns. l 
Courbeious. 

1 
The Water-
Fowl call'd 
Chevalier. j 
Beateurs de Faux, a Fowl as big as a Quail. 
White Partridges. 
Large black Partridges. 
Reddifh Partridges. 
Woodhens. 
Turtledoves. I 

White Ortolans, a Bird no bigger than a Lark. 
Sterlings. t . 
Ravens . .ffuch as we have 1n Eurepe. 

Vultures. 
par-Hawks.~ 

Merlins. like ours in Europe. 
Swallows. 
Bees De fcie, a fort of a Duck. 

A Table of the InfeCis that are found in Canada, 

Adders. 
Afps. 
Rattle-Snakes. 
Lowing Frogs. 
Gnats or Midges. 
Gad-Bees. 
Brulots or burning Hand worms. 

ll, 
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A De(cription of {uch Birds as are not accounted for in 
my Letters. 

THE Huards are a Frefhwatcr- Fowl, The Fo1~l o,. 
as big as a Goofe, and as du\1 and B ·1·ds of the 

heavy as an AfS. They have black and sto~thernCoun-
. h . rzes. 

whtte Feat ers, a p01nted Beak, and a 
very lliortNeck. They only duck or dive in the Sum
mer, for they cannot ufe their Wings ; and in that 
Seafon, the Savages take the Diverfion of furround
ing 'em with feven or eight Canows, difpers'd here 
and there, and fo obliging 'em to dive down, when 
they offer to come up to take breath. The Savages 
have Entertain'd me feveral times with this agree
able Amufement, during the courfe of the Voyages. 
I made with them. 

The Red Partridges are wild and little, and mucll 
oifferent from the Red Partridge we have in Europe, as 
well as the Pheafant, whofe Feathers being of a 
white colour with black fpecks, make a very agree
able diverfity. 

The largeft Eagles we find in this Country, are 
no bigger than Swans. 'I'heir Head and their Tail 
is white, and they have frequent Ingagements 
with a fort of Vultures, chat commonly have the 
better of it. In our Voyages we had frequent occafi
€>ns of feeing thefe lngagements, which laft as long as · 
the Eagle can keep up the force of its Wings, 

The Parrots are met wirh in the 1/im(e Conntry, 
and upon t e River of Mij]ifipi. They are very 
fmall, and are the fame with thofe that we bring 
from Brazil and Cayenne. 

That fort of Nighti1tgale chat I fa w, is of a pecu
liar form; for 'tis of a leffer fize than the European, 
and of a blewifln colour, and its no es are more di
verfified ; befides that, it lodges in the holes of 
Trees, and£ ur or five of 'en1 do con1monly keep 

together 
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together upon the thickefr Trees, and with joynt t 

otes Warble o'er their Songs. u~ 
The. Fly like Bird is no bigger than one's Thumb, ()~ 

and the colour of its Feathers is fo changeable, fx~ 
that 'tis hard to fallen any one colour upon it. They w 
appear fometimes red, fometimes of a Gold colour, Tn 
~t other times they are blew and red ; and proper
ly fpeaking, 'tis only the brightnefs of the Sun that 
makes us unfenfible of the change of its gold and 
red colours. Its beak is as fharp as a Needle. It 
flies from Flower to Flower, like a Bee, and by its 
fluttering fucks the flowery Sap. Sometimes about 
Noon it pearches upon the little branches of Plum· 
trees or Cherry .. trees. I have fent fome of 'em dead 
to France, it being impoffible to keep 'em alive, and 
they were look'd upon as a great Curiofity. 

There are ten or twelve forts of 
The Birds of Ducks in this Country. Thofe call'd 
the Northern • d b 
coui/triet• Branchus, are the fmalleft tndee , ut 

they are much the prettyeft. The Fea .. 
thers upon their Neck looks fo bright, by vertue of 
the variety and livelinefs of their colours, that a Fur 
of that nature would be invaluable in A1ufcovy or 
Turky. They owe the name of Branchus, to their 
refting upon the branches of Trees. There's ano-
ther Species of Ducks in this Country, that are as 
black as Jackdaws, only their Beak and the circle 
of their Eyes are red. 

The Seamews, Greltnu and Ster!ets are Fowls that 
fly inceffantly over Seas, J .akes, and Rivers, in or
der to catch little Pi!11. heir Fl-..fh i good for no .. 
thing, befides thar, they h. ve n fubfiance of Bo .. 
dy, though they fee~ to be ;s big as i~ ns. 

The Sea-Parrots bear the name of Pc.notJ, upon 
the account that their Beak is of the fame form 
vith that of the Land Parrot. They ne\'er quit the 

Sea or the Shoar; and are al vays flying upon the 
furf,tce of the Water, in quell of little ~w1. Theic 

colour 
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colour is black, and their fize is much the fame with 

that of a Pullet. There are great numbers of 'ent 

upon the bank of Ne'Jvfound-Land , and near the 

Coaft of the lfiand, which the Seamen catch with 

Hooks cover·d with a Cod's Roe, and hung over the 

Prow of the Ship. 
The MoJacks are a fort of Fowl, as big as a 

Goofe, having a lhorc Neck, and a broad _Foot; 

and which is very ftrange, their Eggs are half as big 

again as a Swan's, and yet they are all Yelk, and 

that fo thick, that they rnuft be diluted with Water, 

before they can be us'd in Pancakes. 

The White Partridges, a re as big as our red Par

tridges. Their Feet are cover' d with fuch a thick 

down, that they refemble thofe of a young Rab

bet. They are only feen in the Winter time, and 

fome years they are fcarce feen at all, though on 

the other hand, in other years they are fo plenti

ful, that you may buy a dozen for Nine-pence. 

This is the n1oft fiupid Animal in the World ; it 

fits upon the Snow, and fuffers it felf to be knock'd 

on the head with a pole without offering to ftir. 

I am of the opinion, that this unaccountable num

nefs is occafion'd by its long flight from Greenland to 

Cmzada. This conjecture is not altogether ground ... 

lefs, for 'ds obferv'd, that they never come in flocks 

to Canatla, but after the long continuance of a North 

or a North-Eaft Wind. 
The Black Partridges are truly very pretty. They 

are bigger than ours; and their beak together witn 

the circle of the Eyes, and the Feet are red ; their 

plumage being of a ihining black colour. Thefe A 

nimals are very proud, and feem to have a fenfe 

of their beauty as they walk. They are but very 

uncommon, as well as the reddilh Partridges, which 

refemble Quails in their bulk and brisknefs. 

The White Ortolans are only met wich in Winter; 

but I am of the opinion, that their Feathers arena .. 
R. turally 
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tura\ly of a white ~olour, and that t~ey retrieve 
their natural colour tn the places they retire to, when n 
they difappear in Canada. They are indifferent I 
good to eat when they .are fat, but that they feldom 
are. In the Winter great quantities of 'em are ~~~~ 
catch'd about the Barns, with Nets ftretch'd out H 
upon the Straw. Wh 

A Defcription of the InjeCfs of Canada. 

T H E .Adders of Canada do no harm at all. The 
Afps indeed are very dangerous, when the People 

bathe in the fiagnating Water towards the South Coun
tries. Tt1e R11ttle-Snake or Sounding Serpent is fo call'd,in 
regard that at the extremity of its Tail, it has a fort 
of a Cafe, containing certain bones 'which make 
fuch a noife when the Serpent creeps along, that 
'tis heard thirty Paces off. Thefe Serpents betake 
themfelves to flight when they hear the found of 
Mens Feet, and commonly fleep in the Sun either 
in green Fields, or open Woods. They never fling 
but when they are trod upon. 

The Lowing Frogs are fo call'd with refped to their 
croaking, which founds like the lowing of an Oxe. 
Thefe Frogs are twice as large as thofe we have in 
Europf. The Canada Gad-Bees are a fort of Flies a
bout twice as big as Bees ; but of the fame form with 
a common Fly. They fling only between Noon, 
and three a Clock in the Afternoon; but then they 
do it fo violentiy, that they fetch Blood. However, 
'tis only upon certain Rivers that they are met with. 

The Brulots are a fort of Hand-worms, which 
cleave fo hard to the Skin, that their pricking occa
fions the fame fenfe, as if ,twere a burning Coal, or 
a fpark of Fire. Thefe little Animals are unper
ceivable, though at the fame time they are pretty 
numerous. 

~In 
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The Namts -of the Fifh in the River- if St. Laurenc ~ 
from its Mouth to the Lakes of Canada. 1 

Ba1enots or little Whales. 
A Filh almoft as big as a Whale, call'd iolljfleur. 
White Porpoifes. 
Salmon, fuch as we have in Europe. 
Eels. 
Maycrel, as in Europe. 
Herrings. 
Gafperocs, a fmall Fifh like a Herring~ 
Bafes. 
Shad-fifh • . 
Cod-fifh. 
Plaices. 
Smelts. 
Turbots. 
Pikes. 
The Gold-colour'd Fifh. 
Roaches. 
Lampreys. 
Merles or Sea-Tench. 
Thornbacks. 
Cungar5. · · 
Sea-Cows, a kind of Porpoifes •. 

little Lobfi:ers. 
Crab-fifh. 
Cockles. 
Mufcles. 

The SheO.-fifh6 

The Fij11 that are founJ in the LtJ4es cf Canad , anJ ip 
the Rivers that fall intQ 'em. ' 

Sturgeons. 
The Armed FHh" 
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Trouts. 
White-Filh~ 

. A fort of Herrings. 
Eels. 
Mu \lets. 
Carp. 
Gu\l-Fifh. 
Gudgeons. 

The Fi.fh founJ in the River of Miffifipi. 

Pikes, fuch as we have in Europe. 
Carps. 
Tench. 
Perches. 
Dabs, and feveral others that are not known 1n 

Europe • 

.11 Defcription of the Fijh that are not mention' J in the 
Letters. 

Thofe hetrrmn TH E Balenot is a fort of a Whale, 
the Mouth of only 'cis lefs and more ftefhy and 
the River and d • ld O'l . · ' h the L k

9 
' oes not y1e 1 tn proporuon to t e 

a s. Northern Whales. This Filh goes fifty 
or fi~ty Leagues up the River. 

The Seufjleurs are much of the fame fize, only 
they are lhorcer and blacker. When they mean eo 
take breath afcer diving, they fquirt out the \Vater 
through a hole behind th~ir Head, after the fame 
manner with _the Whales. Commonly, they dog 
the Ships in the River of St. Laurence. 

The If/bite' Porpoifes are as big as Oxen. They aJ
'a}'S go along with the Current; and go up with 

the tide till they come at frefh Wacer, upon which 
they retire with the ebb W acer. They are a ghaftly 

'·fort of Animals, and are frequently taken before 
Q.f!e!J • The 
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The Gafperots are a fmall Fifh, not unlike a Her .. 

ring. In the Summer time they make in to the fhoar 
in fuch fhoals, that the Cod-fifhers take as many 
of 'en1 as ferves for Bait for that Filhery. Thefe 
Fiiliermen do likewife make ufe of Herrings, when 
the feafon obliges them to put into the lhoar to 
Spawn. In a word, all the FHh that are made ufe 
of for a Bait to make the Codfifh bite at the Hook, 
are call'd Boete in the Fifhermens Dialea · 

The Gold-cQlour' d Fifl' are nice Food. They are 
about fifteen Inches long ; their Scales are yellow, 
and they are valued very high. 

The Sea-Cow1, which are a fort of Porpoifes, are 
bigger than the Normandy Beeves. They have a fort 
of Paws cut like a Goote's Foot, their Head refem
bles that of an Ocrer; and their Teeth, which are 
two Inches thick, and nine Inches long, are reek-. 
on'd the finefl: I vary that is. 'Tis (aid that they: 
range wide of the lhoar, towards Sandy and Marlhy 
places. · 

The Lobjlers of this River feem to be exactly th~ 
fame with thofe we have in Europe. 

The Cockles are of a piece, with thofe we have 
upon the coaft: of France, excepting that they are 
larger, and have a more agreeable tafte, though 
their Flefh feen1s to partake n1ore of crudity and 
indigeftion. 

The Mufcles of this iver are prodigtous large, 
and tafte very well; but next to an impoHtbilicy 
to eat ,em without breaking one's Teeth, by reafon 
of their being fiuff'd with Pearl; I call it Pearl, tho' 
the name of Gravel or Sand may be 1nore proper, . 
with refpetl: to its value, for I brought to Paris fifcy 
or fixty of the largeft and fin eft, which were rated 
only at a penny a piece ; nocwithftanding cbac we 
had broke above two thoufand Mufcles to make up 
that number. 

R 3 The 
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The Lal:e-Sturgeons are commonly five or fix Foot 

long : But I once fa w one of ten Foot, and ano
ther o( twelve in letigth. The Savages catch 'em 
with Nets in the Winter, and Grapples in the Sum
mer. 'Tis faid, they have a certain fort of Flefh a
bout their Head, that tafts like Beef, Mutton, and 
Veal; but I have eat of it feveral times, and ne
ver could obferve any fuch thing, which makes me 
look upon the allegation as chimerical. 

The Fi.fh in Armour, is about three Foot and a 
half long. 'Tis defended by fuch flrong and hard 
Scales, that 'tis impoffible for any other FHh to hurt 
it. Its Enemies are Trouts and Roaches, but 'tis 
admirably well provided for the repulfing of their 
Attacks, by vci,cue of its pointed Snout, which ii 
a Foot long, and as hard ~s its Skin. It eats very 
well , and its Flefh or Subftance is as firm as 'tis 
white. 

The Lake Dabs or SanJings are not above a Foot 
l~ng, ·put they are very thick all over. They are 
~all,d Barbues in French, with allufion to a certain 
fort of Beards that hang down from the fide of their 
Muz.zle, and are as big as ears of Corn. Thofe 
which we find in the River of Miffiftpi, are of a 
monftrous f}ze. Both the one and the other are 
~atch'd with a Hook, as well as with a Net ; and 
make very good Victuals. 

The J.l1ij]i(ipi Carps are Ji ewife of an extraordina
~y fize, a~d admirabl ell tafted. They are of 
the fame form with ours. In the Autumn they put 
in towa1ds the /boar, and are eafily catch'~ wid~ 
a. Net. · 
· The largeft 71· urs we meet wich in the Lakes, ar~ 
five Foot and a half !~ng, and of one Foot Diamete~. 
Their fie~ is red, an'd they are catch'd with great 
Hooks ~ade faft to pieces of Wire. · · · -

· . The Fiih catch' d in the Lakes, are better than 
thofe we take at Sea, or in the Rivers, pa~ticularly 

- · · · · · ··. · the 
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the white Fifh~ which for goodnefs and nice Eat- , 
ing, are far beyond all the other Species. The Sa
vages that live upon the fides of tho!e little frelh
water Seas, prefer the Broth of Fifh, to Meat· broth 
when they are indifpos'd. This choice they ground 
upon experience; whereas the French on the other 
hand find that V enifon Broth is at once more fub., 
ftantial and reftorative. 

The Rtvers of Canada are replenilh'd with an in
finity of other fifhes, that are not known in Europs. 
The Fifh catch' d in the North-Country Rivers, are 
different from thofe of the South; and thofe taken 
in the Long River, which difimbogues into the Ri
ver of Mijfrftpi, favour fo rank of Mud and Clay, 
that 'tis impollible to eat of 'em; abating for a fort 
of little Trouts that the Savages take in the adjacent 
Lakes, which make a tolerable Mefs. 

to North·America.. 

The Rivers of the Otentats, and the Mi./Jom-i4, pro
duce fuch odd lhap'd fillies, that 'tis impoffible to 
defcribe 'em without they were drawn upon Paper. 
Thefe Fillies tafts but forrily,and yet the Savages lov~ 
it might.ly, which I take t proceed from their ~now· 
ing no better. 

The Trees auJ Fruits of the South Cou,tries of Canada. 

Beech-Trees.l..ruch ai we' nave in Europe~ 
Red-Oak. S" 
}litter Cherry-trees. 
Maple-trees • 
.1\fh-trees. 
EL~mds. lfuch as we have in Er~ropet 

tn en-trees} 
Nut-trees of two forts 
Chefnut-tree • 
A:ppl~-trees~ 

R4 Pear tree . 



Some New Poyages 
Pear.trees. 
Plum-trees. 
Cherry. trees. 
Hazel-trees, fuch as we have in ENrope. 
Vines. · 
_!\. fort of Citrons. 
Water Melons. 
Sweet Citruls. 
Wild Goofeberries. 
Pine .. apples. 

obacco, fuch as our Spanifl' Tobacco. 

The Trees 1mJ Fruits of the North Countriu of Canada .. 

White Oak. 
Red Oak. 
Eirch· trees. 
Bitter Cherry- tree . 
Mapple-trees. 
Pine-trees. ,_1 

Epinettes. 
Fir-trees of three forb. 
Peruffes. 
Cedar-trees. 
Afpin-trees. 
White Wood 

) Alder- trees. 
laiden Hair. 

Stra wherries. 
Rasberries. 
Goofeberries. 
Bluets. 

A Defcription of the abo'CJe-mention' J Trees and Fruits. 

0 U muft remark , that all the Wood of 
Canada is good of its kind. The Trees 

that fta~d expos'd to the North-Winds are apt 
to 
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to be influenc'd by the Froft, as it appears from the 

chops and chinks that it occafions. 
The Bitter Cherry~tree, has a hard and whitifh 

Wood, with a grey Bark. Some of 'em are as tall 

as the loftyeft Oaks, and as big as a Hogfhead. 

This Tree grows fireight; it has an oval Leaf and 

is made ufe of in Beams , Rafters, and other' Car

penter's work. 
The Mapp!e-tree is much of the fame height and 

bulk ; but it has a brown Bark, and the Wood is 

reddilh. It bears no refemblance to that fort we have 

in Europe. It yields a Sap, which has a much plea

fanter tafie than the beft Limonade or Cherry-wa

ter, and makes the wholfomeft drink in the World. 

This Liquor is drawn by cutting the Tree two In

ches deep in the Wood, the cut being run floping 

to the length of ten or twelve Inches. At the lower 

end of this gafh, a Knife is thruft into the Tree 

flopingJy, fo that the water running along the Cut 

or Gafh, as through a Gutter, and falling upon the 

Knife that lies acrofs the Channel, runs out upon 

the Knife, which has Veffels plac'd underneath to 

receive it. Some Trees will yield five or fix Bottles 

of this w~ter a Day; and fome Inhabitants of Ca

nada, might draw twenty Hog/heads of it in one 

day, if they would thus cue- and notch all the Map

pies of their refpedive Plantations. The gafh do's 

no harm to the Tree. Of t:his Sap they make Su

gar and Syrup, which is fo valuable, that there can't 

be a better remedy for fortifying the Stomach. 'Tis 

but few of the Inhabitants thac have the patience 

to make Mapple-Water, for as common and ufual 

things are always flighted, fo there's fcarce any bo

dy but Children that give themfelves the trouble of 

galhing thefe Trees. To conclude, the North-Coun

try Mapples have more Sap than thofe of the South 

Countries; but at the fame time the Sap is not fo 

fweet. Thert 
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There are two forts of Nut-trees in this Country. ~,: 

The one bears round, and the other long, Nuts • ~e 
but neither of 'em is good for any thing, no mor~ ow 

than the wild Chefnuts that grow. in the Ilinefc I 
Country. 

The Appl~s that grow upon fame of their Ap .. 
ple-trees, eat well when they are Codled_, but they 
are good for nothing when they're Raw. Upon 
the Mi[ftjipi indeed, there's a fort of Apples that have 
a tafte not l1nlike that of fome Europe•n Apples. The 
Pears are good, but very fcarce. 

The Cherries are fmall, and extream red; and 
lhough their tafl:e is not good, yet the Roe-bucks 
Jike 'em fowell, that in the Summer time they fcarce 
ever mifs to lye under the Cherry-trees all Night 
long efpecially if it blows hard. 

This Country affords three forts of ex cell en t Plums, 
which bear no refemblance to ours either in figure 
or colour. Some are long and fmall, fome are rountl 
and thick, and fome very litde. 

The Vines twine round the Trees to the very top ; 
and the Branches of thofe Trees are fo cover'd with 
Grapes, that one would take the Grape to be the 
f~uit of the Tree. ln fome Countries of North
.,America, the Grape is little, but very well tafted ; 
but towards the M1fifipi, 'tis long and thick, and fo 
is the clufter. There has been fome Wine prefs'd 
from the Grapes of that Country, which after long 
(fand~ng becarne as f weet as CaQary, and as black 
as Ink. 

The Citrons of North-America are fo call'd, only 
. becaufe their form refembles that of our Citron. 
Inftead of a Rind, they have only a fing\c Skin. They 

·grow upon a Plant that rifes three Foo.t high,and do's 
not bear above three or four at a time. This Fruit 
is as wholfom as its Root is dangerous; for the one 
is very Healthy, and the juice of the other is a mor
~al {t:lbtile :poy,fon. While ~ ftay'd at Fon Front~-: 

na:~ 
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nac, in the year 1684, I faw an Iroqut{e Woman 
take down this fatal Potion, with a defign to fol
low her dec.eas'd Husband; after ilie had took leave 
of her Friends, and fung the Death )ong, with the 
Formalities that are ufual among thefe blind Wretch
es. The Poifon quickly work'd the defir'd effed:; 
for this Widdow, who in ENrope would be juftly 
look'd upon as a miracle of Conftancy and Fideli
ty, had no fooner fwallowed the murdering Juice, 
than fhe fell into two or three Ihivering Fits, and fo 
expir'd. 

The Water-Melons, call'd by the SpaniarJs Algiers 
Melons, are round and thick like a Ball; fome are 
red, and fame white, and the kernels, which are 
very large, are fornetirnes black, fometimes red. 
As for their tafte, 'tis exad:ly the fame with that of 
the Spani.fh or Portugue:z=.e Melons. 

The Citruls of this Country are f weet, and of a 
oifferent nature from thofe of Europe; and I'm in
form'd, that the American Citruls will not grow in 
Europe. They are as big as our Melons ; and their 
Pulp is as yellow as Saffron. Corntnonly they are 
bak d in Ovens, but the better way is to roaft 'em 
under the Embers, as the Savages do. Their tafte 
is much the fame with tha~ of the Marmelade of 
Apples, only they are fweeter. One may eat as 
much of 'em as he pleafes, without fearing any d1f:.. 
order from 'em. 

The wild Goofeberries are good for nothing, but 
for Confits : But that fort of Confits are feldom 
made, for Sugar is oo dear in Ctmflda, to be im-
ploy' d for fi1ch ufes. · · · 

.. ~ . . 
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A Defcription of the Trees and Fruits of tbe Northern Cotm 
tries. 

HE Canada Birch-trees are rnuch different from 
_ thofe we have in foxne Provinces of France; 

both for bulk and quality. The Savages make Ca
nows of their Bark, fome of which is red, and fome 
white; but both are equally proper for that ufe. 
That which has the few eft Veins and Chops, is the 
beft: but the red bark makes the fineft fhow. There 
are 'fame little Baskets made of the young Birches, 
that are much efteem'd in France; and Books may be 
madt! of 'em, the Leaves of which will be as fine 
as Paper. This I can fpeak by experience, for I 
have frequently made ufe of 'em for want of Pa
per, in writing the Journal of my Voyages. Nay, 
I remember I have feen in a certain Library in 
France, a Manufcript of the Gofpel of St. Matthe'lv, 
written in Greek upon this fort of Bark ; and, which 
is yet more furpdfing, I was then told, that it had 
been written above a thoufand years; and at the 
fame tirne I dare fwear, that ~twas the Genuine 
Birch-bark of New-Franc~, which in all appearance 
was not then difcover'd. 

The Pine-trees are very tall, firaight, and thick ; 
and are made ufe of for Mafts, which the King's 
Pinks do ofcentimes tranfport to France. ,Tis faid, 
that fome of thefe Trees are big enough, to ferve 
for a Mall to a Firft-rate Ship. 

The Epinette is a fort of a Pine, with a /harper and 
thicker Leaf. 1Tis made ufe of in Carpenters work, 
and the matter which drains from it, fmells as f weet 
as Incenfe. 

There are three forts of Firs in this Country, which 
are faw,d into Dales by certain Mills, that the ~e
btc Merchants have caus'd to be bLlilt in fome 
places. 

The. 
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The Peru./Je is the propereft of all green Woods 

for the building of Ships, upon the confideration that 
'tis corn patter, and has clofer Pores, fo that it do's 
not foak or drink in the moifture as much as others. 

Here are two forts of Cedar, namely, the white 
and' the red ; but one muft view 'etn narrowly be
fore he can diftinguHh 'em, by reafon that both 
of 'em ha\ye much the fame fort of Bark. Thefe 
Trees are low, bufhy, and full of Branches and lit 
tle Leaves, refembling the tag of a Lace. TheW ood 
of this Tree, is almoft as light as Cork ; and the 
Savages make ufe of it in the Wreaths and Ribs o 

·their Canows. The red fort looks admirably well,. 
and may be made into Houfbold.Goods, which will 
retain an agreeable fmell for ever. 

The .Ajps are little Shrubs, which grow upon the 
fides of Pools or Rivers ; and in a word , in 
moift and madhy Countries. This Wood is the 
common food of the Beavers, who, in imitation of 
the Ants, tahe care to make a colleCl:ion of it round 
their Hutts in the Aututnn, which ferves 'em foe 
fuftenance when the Ice imprifons 'em in Winter. 

The fVhite Wood is a midling fort of Tree, that's 
neither too big nor too little. 'Tis almcft as light 
as Cedar, and as eafily work'd up .. m. The Inha
bitants of Canatla make little Canows of it, for fifn,
ing and croffing the Rivers. 

Maidenhair is as common in the Forrefis of Cam:
Ja, as Fern is in thofe of France, and is efteen1'd be
yond that of other Countries; infomuch, that the 
Inhabitants of ~ebec prepare great quantities of its 
Syrup, which they fend to Paris, NantJ, Rouan, and 
feveral other Cities in France. 

Str.~wberries and Rasberries, are wonderfully plenti
ful in Canada, and cane extream welL We meet 
like wife with fome wbite Goofeberries in this Coun ... 
try; but they ferve for no ufe, un\efs ic be to make 
fort of Vinegar of 'em, that is very 1trong. r 
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The Bluets are certain little Berries, not unlike 

fmall Cherries, only they are black, and perfectly ~ 
round. The Plant upon which they grow, is as big 
as a Rasberry-buili. Thefe Berries ferve for feveral ;o;. 

ufes, after they are dry'd in the Sun, or in an Oven· ~ 
for then they make Confics of 'em, or put 'em int~ 11 

Pyes, or infufe 'em in Brandy. The North-Coun- 21 

try Savages make a Crop of 'em .in the Summer 
which affords ~em very feafonable relief, ~fpecially 
when their hunting comes lhort. 

A General View of the Commerce of Canada. 

I Come now to give a brief and g:neral account 
of the Commerce of Canada, whtch I have al

ready touch'd upon in n1y Letters. The Narmans 
were the firft that fet up this trade, and ufullly they 
fet out from Havre de Grace, or Dieppe; but the Ro. 
chellers have now work'd 'em out ot it, for as much 
as the Rochel Ships furnilh the Inhabitants of that 
Continent with the neceffary Commodities. There 
are likewife fome Ships ft!nt to Canada from Bottr· 
deaux and Bayonne, with Wines, Brandy, Tobacco, 
and Iron. 

The Ships bound from Franc~· to that Country, 
pay no CuUom for their Cargo, whether in clear-. 
ing in France, or in their entries at f!..!!ebec ; abating 
for the Brazil Tobacco which pays five Sols a pound; 
that is to fay, a Roll of 4oo pound weight, pays a 
hundred Livres by way of Entry, to the Office of 
the Farmers- General. 

Moft of the Ships go laden toCan~Ja, and return 
light or empty. Some indeed bring horne Peafe 
when they are good cheap in the Colony, and o
thers take in a Cargo of Planks and Boards: Qthers 
again go to the lfland of Cape Breton, and there 

tak~ 
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take in a Cargoe of Pit-Coal, which they ~arry to 
the Hlands of Mt~rtinico or Guardaloupa, where the 
refining of Sugars occafions a great confurnption of 
Coals. But thofe Ships which either belong, or are 
recommended to the topping Merchants of the Co
lony, are fraughted with Skins, which turns to a 
great account. I have feen fome Ships unload at 
QJebec, and then fieer to Placentia, to take in Cod
fifh which they purchas'd with ready Mony; but 
generally fpeaking, there's more loft than got by that 
way of trading. The Merchant that has carried 
on the greateft trade in Canada, is the Sieur Ssmuel 
Bernon of Rocbel, who has great Ware-Houfes at 
f<.!!ebec, from which the Inhabitants o.f the other 
Towns are fupplied whh fuch Commodities as they 
want. 'Tis true, there are f01ne Merchants at f!.3e
bec, who are indifferent rich, and fit out Ships upon 
their own bottom, that ply to and again between 
France and Canada; and thefe Merchants have their 
Correfpondents at Rochel, who fend out and take in 
every year the Cargoes of their Ships. 

There's no difference between the Pyrates that 
fcowr the Seas, and the Canada Merchants; unlefs 
it be this, that the former fometimes inrich 'emfelves 
all of a fudden by a good Prize; and that the lat
ter can't make their fortune without trading for five 
or fix years, and that without running the hazard 
of their Lives. I have known twenty little Ped
lars that had not above a thoufand Cr.owns flock 
when I arriv'd at f!.!!ebec, in the year I 68 ~ ; and 
when I left that place, had got to the tune of 
twelve thoufand Crowns. 'Tis an unq uefiion' d truth, 
th~t they get fifty per Cent upon all the Goods they 
deal in, whether chey buy 'em up upon the arrival 
of the Ships at f<3ebec, or have 'etn from France by 
way of CommiHion ; but over and above th~r, 
there are fome little gaudy Trinket!, fuch as Rib
bands, Laces, Embroideries) Tobacc:o-Boxes, W .atch-

CS; 



2. 5 6 Sonze Ne1v Poyag~s 
es, and an infinity of other baubles o'f Iron Ware, 
upon which they get a hundred and fifty per Cent, 

1 all Cofts clear. 
In this Country a Hogfhead of Bourdeaux Wine, 

which contains 2 ;o Bottles, is worth about forty 
French Livres, in time of Peace, and fixty in time 
of War. A Hogfhead of Nants or Bayonne Brandy, 
will fetch 8o or a xoo Livres. In the Taverns a 

Bottle of Wine calls fix French Sous, and a Bottle 
of Brandy is fold for twenty. As for dry Com ... 
modities, their price rifes and falls upon occafion. 
Brttzil Tobacco is worth 40 Sous a pound by way 
of Retail, and ; 5' by Wholefale. Sugar will fetch 
at ]e;t{l 20 Sous a pound, and fometimes 2 5' or i o. 

The earlieft Ships that come from France, fet ou 
commonly in the latter end of April, or the beginning 
of May; but to my mind, they might lhorten their 
Voyage by one half, if they put to Sea ~bout the 

middle of March, and then fweep'd along the North 
Coaft of the Azores lflands ; for in thofe Seas the 
South and South-Eaft Winds commonly blow front 
the b'eginning of .April, to the end of May. I have 
n1ention 'd this feveral times to the moll expert Pi
lots ; but ti-:ey fiill put n1e off with the plea, that 
they dare not freer that Courfe for fear of fome 
Rocks: And yet thefe Rocks are not to be met with 
but in their Charts. I have read fome Defcripti
ons of the Ports, Roads, and Coafis of chefe Iflands, 
and of the adjacent Seas, done by the Portugueze, 

which make no mention of the Shelves that are 
chalk'd down in all our Charts : On the contrary, 
they affirm that the Coaft of chefe lfiands is alto
gether clear, and that for cwency Leagues off into 
the Main, thefe imaginary Rocks were never met 
with. 

As foon as the French Ships arrive at f!.!_.~ebec, the 
Merch~nts of that City who have their F.ac1:ours in 

the o'her Towns, load their Barqu~s with Goods in 
· order 
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oraer to tranfport 'em to thefe other Towns. Such 
Merchants as act for themfelves at Trois RiviereJ or 
Monreal,they come down in Perfon to ~ebec to Mar
ket for themfelves,and then put their Effects on board 
ofBarques,to be convey'd home. If they pay for their 
Goods in Skins, they buy cheaper than if they made 
their payments in Money or Letters of Exchc1nge; 
by reafon that the Seller gets confiderably by the 
Skins when he returns to France. Now, you mull: ' 
take notice, that all thefe Skins are bought up frotn 
the Inhabitants, or from the Savages, upon which the 
Merchants are confiderable Gainers. To give you 
an inftance of this matter. A Perfon that lives in the
Neighbourhood of Q.uebec, carries a dozen of Mar
tins Skins, five or fix Foxes Skins, and as many Skins 
of wild Cats, to a Merchants Houfe, in order to 
fell 'em for Woollen Cloth, Linnen, Arms, Ammu .. 
nition, &c. In the truck of thefe Skins, the Mer
chant draws a double profit, one upon the fcore of 
his paying no more for the Skins, than one half of 
what· he afterwards fells 'em for in the lump to the 
Factours for the Rochel Ships ; and the other by the 
exorbitant rate he puts upon the Goods that the 
poor Planter takes in exchange for his Skins. If this 
be duly weigh'd, we will not think it ftrange that 
thefe Merchants have a more beneficial Trade, than 
a great many other Tradefmen in the World. In 
my feventh and eighth Letter, I related the particu
lars of the Commerce of this Country, efpecially 
that which the Inhabitants carry on with the Sava
ges, who fupply 'em with the Skins of Beavers, and 
other Anitnals. So that now ic remains only to 
gh~e you an Inventory of rhe Goods thac are pro
per for the Savages, and of the Skins which they 
give in exchange, together with their neat Prices. 

s Short 
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Short and light Fufees. 
Powder. 
Ball and cut Lead, or Small-ihot. 
Axes both great and fmall. 
Knives with their Sheaths. 
Sword-blades to make Darts of. 
Kettles of all fizes. 
Shoemakers Awls. 
FHh-hooks, of all fizes. 
Flint Stones. 
Caps of blew Serge. 
Shirts made of the common Brittany Linnen
Woolfted Stockins, fhort and coarfe. 
Brajit Tobacco. 
Goarfe white Thread for Nets. 
Sewing Thread of feveral colours. 
Pack-thread. 
Vermillion. 
Needles, both large and fmall. 
Venice Beads. 
Some Iron Heads for Arrows, but few of 'em. 
A fn1all quantity of Soap. · 
A few Sabres or Cudaifes. 

Brandy goes off incomparably welt 

The Names of the Skins gi'tlen in exchange, with thei1' 
Rates. 

T H E Skin~ of \Vinter Beavers, alias Mufcovy 
Beavers, are worth per pound in the Farmer Ge· 

nerals Warehoufe. 4 Livres. 10 Som. 
The Skins of fat Beavers, the Hair of which falls 

off, while the Savages make ufe of 'em, per pounJ, 
5 L. oS. 

Of Beavers taken in Aut~1mn, per potmd 3 Io 
Of 

0 
0 
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Liwes. Som. 

Of dry or common Beavers, per pom·ul ; o 
Of Summer Beavers, per pound. - - 3 o 

The Skin of a white Beaver is not to be valued, 
no more than that of a Fox that's quite black. 
The Skins of Silver-colour'd Foxes a piece. 4 o 
Of common Foxes, in good order, 2 o 
Of the common Martins. - I o 
Of the prettyeft fort of Martins. 4 o 
Of red and fmooth Otters. 2 o 
Of the Winter and brown Otters. - 4 Io 

or more. 
Of the fineft black Bears. -- 7 o 
The Skins of Elks before they're drefs'd, are worth 

per pound about. - - o I~ 
The Skins of Stags are worth per pound about o 8 
The wild Cats or Enfans Je Viable, a piece 1 I) 

Sea Wolves -- a piece. I I 5 
or more. 

Pole-Cats, and W eafels o I o 
Musk Rats. - o 6 
Their Teftides. .- o } 
Wolves. 2 Io 

The white Elk-skins, i. e. thofe drefs'd by the Sava-
ges a piece 8 or m. 

A drefs'd Harts Skin is worth 5 orm. 
A Caribous 6 
A Roe-buck's 3 

To conclude, you mull take notice that thefe 
Skins are upon fome particular occafions dearer than 
I rate 'em, but the difference is but very fmall, 
whether under or over. 

s ~ 
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An Account of the wvernment of Canada in Ge

neral. 

N CanaJa the Politick, Civil, Ecdefiaftical and 

Military Government, are all in a manner one 

thing, in regard, that the wifeft Gavernours have 

fubjetted their Authority to that of the Eccleji

afticks; and fuch Governours as would not irnbarque 

in that Intereft, have· found their Poft fo uneafie, 

that they have been recall'd with difgrace. 1 could 

inftance in feveral, who for not adhering to the 

Sentiments of the Bifhop and the Jefuits, and for 

refufing to lodge their Power in the hands of thefe 

infallible Gentlemen, have oeen turn'd out, and 

treated at Court like hot-headed Incendiaries. Mr. 

Je Fronte1zac was one of this number, who made fucti 
an unhappy exit; for he fell out with Mr. Duchef

nau, Intend ant of that Country, who finding him

felf protected by the Clergy, indufirioufly infulted 

that i!luftriousGeneral; and the General was forc'd 

to give way, under the weight of an Ecclefiafiical 

League, by reafon of the Springs they fet at work 

againfi him, in oppofition to all the principles of Ho

nour and Confcience. 
The Governour General that means to neglect no 

opportunity of advancing or inriching themfelves, 

do commonly hear two Maffes a Day, and are ob .. 

lig'd to confefs once in four and twenty hours. 

l-Ie has always Clergy-men hanging about him 

where-ever he goes, and indeed properly fpeaking, 

they are his Couofellours. When a Governour is 

thus back'd by the Clergy; the Intendants, the Un

der- Governours, and the Sovereign Council, dare's 

not cenfure his Conduct, let it be never fo faulty ; 

for the protection of the Eccleftaiticks, fhelters hin1 

from all the charges that can be laid againfi: him. 

The Governour General of 0,1ebec, has twenty 

thoufand Crowns a year, including the pay of hi~ 
Com .. 
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Cotnpany of Guards, and the particular Govern
ment of the Fort. Over and above this Income 
the Farmers of the Beaver-Skins make him a Pre~ . 
fent of a thoufand Crowns a year ; his Wines and 
all his other Provifions imported frmn France pay no 
Fraight; not to ~ention that by certain ways and 
means he fucks as much Money out of the Coun
try, as all the above~ mention' d Articles amount to. 
The lnt~ndant has eighteen thoufand Livres a year; 
but the Lord knows what he makes otherwife : 
I have no n1ind to touch there, for fear of being 
rank'd among thofe Detractors, who fpeak the 
truth too fincere! . The Bilhops Incomes are fo 
fmall, that if the King were nor gracioufly pleas'd 
to add to his Bifhoprick fome other benefices in 
France , that Reverend Prelate would be reduc'd 
to as fuort Co1nmons, as a hundred of his Chara
cter are in the Kingdom of Naples. The Major of 
f!.!!ebec has fix hundred Crowns a year, the Gover
nour of Troti Ri7;ieres has a thoufand ; and the Go
vernour of Monreat is a\low'd two thoufand. A Cap
tain has a hundred and twenty Livres a Month,a Lieu
tenant ninety Livres, a reform'd Lieutenant is al
low' cl but forty, and a common Soldier's pay is fi~ 
Sous a Day, of the current Money of the Country. 

The People rep0fe a great deal of confidence in 
the Clergy in this Country as well as elfewhere. 
Here the outward {hew of Devotion is ftrietly ob
ferv'd, for the People dare not abfent from the great 
Maffesand Sermons, without a lawful Excufe. But 
after all, 'eh; at the time of Divine Service, that the 
man ied Women and Maids give their humours a 
fullloofe, as being affur'd that their Husbands and 
Mothers are bufie at Church. The Prieits call Peo
ple by their n~mes in the Pulpit; they prohibit u -
der the pain of Excommunication, the reading of 
Romance§..!- and Plays, a~ well as the ufe of Masks, 
and play.iiig at Ompre or ~anfquenet. The Je~u-

S 3 tt$ 
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its and the Recollets agree as ill as the Molinifis 
and the janfenifts. The former pretend that the 
latter have no right to confefs. Do but look back 
to my eighth Letter, and there you'll fee fome in
fiances of the indifcreet zeal of the Ecclefiafticks. 

The Governour General has the difpofal of all 
Military Pofis ; He befiows Companies, Lieute
nancies, and Under-Lieutenancies, upon who he 
pleafes, with his Majefty's gracious Approbation; 
but he is not allow'd to difpofe of particular Gover
noudhips, or of the place of a Lord Lieutenant of 
a Province, or of the Major of any Town. He is 
impower'd to grant to the Gent~y and the other In
habitants, Lands and Settlements all over Canada; 
but thefe Grants mufi: be given in concert with the 
lntendant. He is like wife authoris'd to give five and 
twenty Licences a year to whom be thinks fit, for 
trading with the Savage Nations of that vaft Con
tinent. He is invefied with the power of fufpend
ing the execution of Sentences againfi: Criminals ; 
and by vertue of this Reprieve, can eafily pro
cure 'em a Pardon, if he has a mind to favour 'em. 
But he can't difpofe of the King's Money, without 
the confent of the lntendant, who is the only Man 
that can call it out of the hands of the Treafurer of 
the Navy. 

The Governour General can't be without the fer
vice of the Jefuits, in making Treaties with the Go
vernours of New-EnglanJ, and New-Yorle, as well as 
with the Iroquefe. I am at a lofs to know, whethet 
thefe good Fathers are imploy'd in fuch Services, 
upon the fcore of their judicious CounfeJs, and their 
being perfectly well acquainted with the Country, 
and the King's true inrerefts; or upon the confi
deration of their fpeaking to a Miracle, the Lan
guages of fo many different Nations, whofe inte .. 
reft are quite oppoiite ; or out of a fenfe of that con
defcenfion and fubmiffion, that is due to thefe won hy 
Comp.1nions of our Saviour. The 
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The Members of the fupreme Council of Cana

Ja~ can't fell or convey their Places to their Heirs, or 
to any body elfe without the King's approbation • 
though at the fame time their places may be worth 
not fo much as the place of a Lieutenant to a Compa
ny ofFoot. When they have nice points under 
their confideration, they ufually confu1t the Priefis 
or Jefuits: And if any caufe comes before ,em, in 
which thefe good Fathers are interefs'd, they are 
fure no~ to be caft, unlefs it be {o very black, that 
the cunningefl: Lawyer can't give it a ptaufible turn. 
I've been inform'd by feveral Perfons, that the Je
fuits drive a great trade in European Commodities, 
and C11naJa Skins; but I can fcarce believe it, or at 
leaft if it be fo, they muft have Correfpondents 
and Factors that are as dofe and cunning as 
themfelves ; which can never be. 

The Gentlemen of that Country, are oblig'd to 
be very cautious in carrying even with the Eccleji
afticks, in refpett of the good or hann that the good 
Fathers can indirectly throw in their way. The 
Bifhop and the Jefuits have fuch an influence over 
the Governours General, as is fufficient to procure 
places to the Children of the Noblen1en or Gentle
nten that are devoted to their Service, or to obtain 
the Licences that I fpoke of in my eighth Letter, 
'Tis likewife in their power to ferve the Daughters 
of fuch Gentlemen, by finding 'em agreeable and 
rich Husbands. The tneaneft Curates muft be ma
nag'd cautioufly, for they can either ferve or differve 
the Gent1emen,4n whofe Seignories they are no tnore 
than Miffionaries, there being no fix'd Cures in ea.,. 
IJ:lda, which indeed is a grievance that ought to be 
redrefs'd. The Officers of the Army are likewife 
oblig'd to keep up a good correfpondence with the 
Ecclejiafticks, for without chat 'tis impoffible for 'em 
to ktep their ground. They rnufi not on~y ta~': 
care that their ow~ conduct be regular; but llkew1f~ 

S 4 lcok 
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look after that of the Soldiers, by preventing the ~~ 
Diforders they might commitin rheir Quarters. ijff 

Commonly the Troops are quarter'd upon the In- an 

habit ants of the Cotes, or Seignories of Canada, from ea 
October. eo May. Th~ Mafter of the Houfe furnilhes fL 

his Military Guefts only with Utenfils, and imploys ~~ 
him all the while at the rate of ren Sous a Day befides It 
his Vietpa ls, in the cutting of Wood, grubbing up 
of Grounds, rooting out Stumps, or the threfh
ing of Corn in a Barn. T. e c~ ptain gets likewife 
by thei"' work; for to make ,em difcount the half of 
their pay to h1m, he orders 'em to come thrice a 
Week to exercife their Arms at his Quarters. Now, 
their Habitations being difiant four or five Arpmts 
from one another, and one Cote or Seignory being 
two or three Li!agues in Front, the Soldiers choofe 
rather to give the Captain a fpill, than to walk fo far 
in the Snow and the Dirt : And the Captain takes 
it very confcientioufly, upon the plea that 'Volenti 
non fit injuria. As for fuch Soldiers as are good 
Tradefmen, he's fure of putting their· whole pay in 
his Pocket_, by venue of a Licence that he gives 'em 
to work in the Towns, or any where elfe. In fine, 
moft of the Officers marry in this Country, but God 
knows what fort of Marriages they 1nake, in taking 
Girl'i with a Dowry, confifting of eleven Crowns, a 
Cock, a l-Ien, an Ox, a Cow, and fometin1es a 
Calf. I knew fcveral young Women, whofe Lov-
ers, after denying the Fact, and proving before the 
Judges the fcandalous Converfation of their Mifiref'!" 
fes, were forc'd upon the perfwafion of the Eccle
ft?if!icks to fwallow the bitter Pill, and take the very 
fame Girls in Marriage. Some Officers indeed marry 
well, but there are few fuch. The occafion of their 
marrying fo readily in that Country, proceeds frotn 
·the difficulty of converfing with the foft Sex. Afcer 
a Nlan has made four Vifits to a young Woman, he 
is obHg'd tQ unfolp his¥in9 to her f~ther ~nd Mo-

. ~heri 
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ther; be mufi then either talk of Marriage, or break 
off all Correfpondence ; or if he do's not, both he 
and fhe lies under a Scandal. In this Country a Man 
can't vifit another Man's Wife, without being cen
fur'd, as if her Husband was a Cuckold. In fine 
a Man can meet with no diverfion here, but tha~ 
of reading, or eating, or drinking. Though after 
all, there are fome Intrigues carry'd on, but with 
the fame caution as in Spain, wh re the vertue of 
the Ladies confifts only in difguifing the matter hand .. 
fomly. 

Now, that I am upon the Subject of Marriage, 
I can't forbear to acquaint you with a comical Ad
venture that happen'd to a young Captain, who 
was prefs'd to marry againfi his will, becaufe all h"s 
Companions and Acquaintances were already buck
led. This young Offi!.:er having made fome Vifits 
to a Counfellor's Daughter, he was defir'd to tell 
what Errand he came upon ; and Mr. de Frcntmac · 
himfe1f, being related to the ycung Lady, who is 
certainly one of the moft accomp.Hh'd Ladies of 
this Age, us'd his utmoit efforts to ingage the Cap· 
tain to marry her. The Captain being equally 
well pleas'd with a free accefs to the Governour's 
Table, and the company of the Lady whom he 
met there not unfrequently ; the Captain, fay, 
being equally fond of tl efe two Advantages, en· 
deavour'd to ward off tl~e defi~n, by asking fome 
time to confider of it. AccorcHrJgly, two Months . 
were granted him; an f-er rhar time was expir'd, 
he had (till a mind to kc ut his Traces, and fo de
fir'd two M~nths m•. 1e which were granted hi~ 
by the Bifl1op's intercdf·on. When the laft of thefe 
t o was ar n end, t~~ t..-avalier began to be appre
henfive that 1~e was in danger of lo!ing ~oth his 
good Cheer, and the a~reeable company of the La~ 
~y. Howl!ver, he w. s oblig'd to be prefent at a 
Tre~~ th~t Mr. ]:Jelfon ( the Englifo Gentle~anki_. 
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fpoke of in my 2.; J Letter) gave to the two Lovers, as 
\Veil as the Governour, the lntendant, the Bilhop, 
and fome other Perfons of Note : And-this gene
rous Englijh Gentleman, having a kindnefs for the 
young Ladies Father, and her Brethren, upon the 
fcore of their trading with one another, made an 
offer of a thoufand Crowns to be paid on the Wed
ding Day, which added to a thoufand that the Bi
fhop offer'd, and a thoufand more which fhe had 
of her own, befides feven or eight thoufand that 
Mr. de Frontenac offer' d in Licences, not to rnenti .. 
on the certain profpetl: of Preferment ; all thefe 
Items, I fay, made the Marriage very advantag~ous 
to the Captain. After they had done eating, he 
was prefs'd to fign the Contra&, but made anfwer, 
that he had drunk fome bumpers of heady Wine,and 
his Head was not clear enougp for weighing the 
conditions of the Contratl: i fo that they were fore' d 

to put off the matter till the next day. Upon this 
delay . he kept his Chamber till Mr. de Frontenac, at 
whofe Table he us'd to eat, fent for him in order 
to know his Mind immediately. Then there was 
no room left for lhuffiing ; there was a neceffity of 
giving a pofitive anfwer to the Governour, who 
fpoke to him in rlain and precife terms, and at the 
fame time reminded him of the favour they had 
fhewn him, in allowing him fo much time to con
fider of the propos'd Marriage. The young Offi
cer reply'd very fairly, that any Man that was ca
pable of Marrying afcer four Months deliberation, 
was a fool in buckling to. ' I now fee, fays he, 
' what I am ; the eager defire I had of going to 
' Church with Mademoifelle D . .•• has now con
f vinc'd me of my folly ; if you have a refped for 
( the Lady, pray do not fuffer her to marry a 

' young Spark, th~t is fo apt to take up with extra- · 
' vag wt and foolifQ things. As for my own part, Sir, 
~ I proteft fincerely, ~hat the little reafon and. free 
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' judgment that is left me, will ferve to comfort 
' me upon the lofs of her, and to teach me to re
' pent of havin.g de.fir'd to make. ~er as unhappy as 
' my felf. Thts D1fcourfe furpns d the Bifhop the 
Governour, the Inte-ndant, and in general, ali the 
other Married Officers, who defir'd nothing more 
than that he fhould be catch'd in the noofe as well 
as they ; fo true it is, that Solamen mi{eri4 {ocios ha
buiffe Jolori4. As they were far from expecting any 
fuch retrattation; fo the poor reform' d Captain fuf
fer'd for't; for fome time after Mr. de Frontenac did 
him a piece of Injuftice, in befiowing a vacant 
Company over his Head, upon Madam Je Ponchar
train's Nephew, notwithftanding that the Court had 
fent orders on his behalf; and this oblig' d him to 
go for France along with me in the year 1692. 

To refume the thread of my Difcourfe: You muft 
know that the Canadefe or Creoles, are a robufl braw
ny well made People ; they are {hong, vigorous, 
atl:ive, brave and indefatigable; in a word, they 
want nothing but the knowledge of police Letters. 
They are prefumptuous, and very full of them· 
fe\ves ; they value themfelves beyond all the Nations 
of the Earth, and, which is to be regrated, they 
have not that veneration for their Parents that is 
due. Their Complexion is wonderfully pretty. The 
Women are generally handfom ; few of them are 
brown, but many of 'em are at once wife and lazy. 
They love Luxury to the laft degree, and fhive eo 
out-do one another in catching Husbands in the 
trap. 

There's an infinity of diforders in CmMtla, that 
want to be reform'd. The firft ftep of a true Re
formation, muft be that of hindring the Ecclefi .. 
•fticks to vifit the Inhabitants fo often, and eo pry 
wich fuch impertinence into the minutefr affairs o 
the Family ; for fuch practices are frequently con
trary to the good of the Society, and hat for rea-

fan 
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fons that you are not ignorant of. The next thing n 

to be done, is to prohibit the Officers to fiop the t\r 
Soldiers pay, and to injoyn ' . to Difcipline their ln 

Men every Holy.day, and every Sunday. In the o 
third place> the Commodities ought to be rated at of 

a reafonable price, fo that the Merchant may .have 
his profit, witbout exacting upon the Inhabitants 
and the Savages. A fourth Article of Reformation, 
would confift in prohibiting the exporting from 
France to Canada, of Brocado's, Gold and Silver Gal
loons or Ribbands, and rich Laces. In a fifth place, 
the Governour General ought not to fell Licen
ces for trading with the Savages of the great 
Lakes. Sixthly, there ought to be fix'd Courts. 
In the feventh place, they want to have their Mi
litia modell'd and difciplin'd, that upon occafion, 
they may be as ferviceable as the Regular Troops. 
For an eighth Article, the fetting up Manufacto-
ries for Linnen, Stuffs, &c. would be very ufefol. 
But the n1ofi: important alteration would confift in 
keeping the Governours, the lntendants, the fu .. 
preme Council, the Bifhops and the Jefuits, from 
fplitting into Factions, and making Clubs one a
gainft: another; for the confequences ot fuch Di~ 
vifions can't but thwart his Majefty's Service, and 
the Peace of the Publick. Were this but happily 
effected, that Country would be as rich again as 
'tis now; 

I wonder that infiead of banifhing the Prota
fia.qts out of France, who in removing eo the Coun .. 
tries of our Enemies, have done fo much damage 
to the Kingdon1, by carrying their Money along 
with "'em, and fetting up Manufacturies in thofe 
Countries; I wonder, I fay, that the Court did not 
think ic more proper to tranfport 'em to Canada. 
I'm convinc'd, that if they had receiv'd pofitive 
affurances of injoying a liberty of Confdence, a 
great mariy of 'em would hav,e made no fcruple 
. {Q 
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to go thither. Some have reply'd upon this f ead, 
that the Remedy had been worfe than the Difeafe • 
in rega~~ that fome time or other they would no~ 
have f.Hl d to expel the Catholicks by the affiftance 
of th ... Englifh : But I reprefented to ,em, that the 
Greeks aid Armenians, who are fubjed to the Grand 
Se'ignicr . ~nd at the fame time are of a Nation 
ar: d Re i )on that's different from that of the Turks; 
I rcp:-e; ented, I fay, that thefe diffenting Subjects 
did fc ... rce ever in1plore the aid of foreign Powers, 
in· order to rebel and fhake off the Yoak. In 
fine, we have more reafon to believe, that if the 
Hugumots had b .en tran{ported to Canada, they had 
nev~r dep:~rte~ from the fealty they ow'd to their 
nal' ral ,:,ovel~1gn. But, Jet that be as it wiil ; I do 
but fpeak as that King of Arragon did, who boafi
ed that if God had daign'd to confult him, he 
Co!.lld have given him feafonable advice with refe
rence to the fymmetry and the courfes of the Stars : 
For in like manner, I do affirm, that if the Coun
cil of State had follow'd my Scheme, in the fpace 
of thirty or forty yea s, New-France would have be
come a finer and more fiourifhing Kingdom, than 
feveral others in Europe. 

A Di{courfe of the Intereft of the French, and of the 
Englifh, in North-America. 

Since Ne1v-France and New-England fubfift on1y 
upon the Cod-Fiiliery, and the Fur-trade, tis' 

the inrereft of thefe two Colonies to inlarge the 
number of the Ships imploy'd in the Fifhery, and 
to incourage the Savages to hunt and fhoot Bea
vers, by furnifhing them with what Arms and Am"" 
murucion cheyllave occafion for. 'Tts well known, 
that there's a great confumption of Codfiih in the 

Southern 
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Southern Countries of Et~rope, and that few Com
modities meet with a bette~ and readier Market, ef ... 
pecially if they are good and well cur' d. 

Thofe who alledge that the defirud:ion of the !ro-
qu~fe, would promote the intereft of the Colonies 
of New-France, are {hangers to the true interefl of 
that Country ; for if that were once accomplifh'd, 
the Savages who are now the French Allies, would 
turn their greateft Enemies, as being then rid of 
their other fears. They would not fail to call in 
the Englifh, by reafon that their Commodities are 
at once cheaper, and more efi:eem'd than ours; 
and by that means the whole Commerce of that wide 
Country, would be wrefted out of our hands. 

I conclude therefore, that 'tis the intereft of the 
French to weaken the Iroquefe, but not to fee 'em 
intirely defeated. I own, that at this day they are 
too ftrong , infomuch that they cut the Throats 
of the Savages our Allies every day. They have 
nothing lefs in view, than to cut off all the Nati-

. ons they know, let their Situation be never fo re
n1ote from their Country. 'Tis our bufinefs to re
duce 'em to one half of-the . power they are now 
poifefs' d of, if 'cwere poffible ; but we do not go 
the right way to work. Above thefe thirty 
years, their ancient Counfellors have frill remon" 
firated to the Warriours of the five Nations, that 
'twas expedient to cut off all the Savage Nations 
of Canada, in order to ruine the Commerce of the 
Fren~b, and after that to diilodge 'em of the Conti
nent. With this view they have carry'd the War 
above four or five hundred Leagues off their Coun
try, after the deftroying of feveral different Nations 
in feveral places, as I /hew' d you before. 

'Twould be no difficult matter for the Ftencb to 
<lraw the lroquefe over to their fide, to keep 'em from 
plaguing the French Allies, and at the fame time 
to ingrofs all the C01nmerce with the five Iroquefe 

Nations, 
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Nations, that is now in the hands of the Engli.fh in 
New-Tork. This might be eafily put in execution 
provided the King would allow ten thoufand Crow~ 
a year, for that end. The method of effecting it 
is this. In the firfi place, the Barques that were for
merly made ufe of about Fort Frontenac, mufi: be 
rebuilt,in order to convey to the Rivers of the T{onon
touans and the Onontagues, fuch Commodities as are 
proper for ,em, and to fell 'em for the prime coft 
in France. Now this would put the King to the 
charge of about ten thoufand Crowns for fraight ; 
and I'm perf waded, that upon that foot the lroqz1e(e 
would not be fuch fools as to carry fo much as one 
Beaver to the Englifh Colonies, and that for four 
Reafons. The firfi is, that , whereas they mull: 
tranfport 'em fixty or eighty Leagues upon their 
backs to New-York, they have not above feven or 
eight Leagues travelling from their own Village!i, 
to the banks of the Lake of Frontenac. For a fe
cond reafon, 'tis manifeft that the Englijh can't pof
fibly let 'em have their Commodities fo cheap , 
without bdng confiderable lofers, and that there
upon every Merchant would drop that fort of Trade. 
The third is drawn from the difficulty of having 
Subfiftance upon the Road between the Iroquefo Vil
lages and New .. Tork; for the lr~uefe go thither 
in great Bodies, for fear of being furpris'd, and I 
acquainted you before feveral times, that there's no 
Venifon in that fide of the Country. The fourth 
reafon is this. In marching fo far from their Villa
ges, they expofe their Wives, their Children, and 
their fuperannuated Men, for a prey to their Ene
mies, who upon that occafion may either kill 'etn, 
or carry 'em off; and of this we have two In fian
ces already. Over and above the cheapnefs of our 
Commodities, 'twould likewife be requifite that we 
made 'em Prefents every year, and at the fame 
time in treated , em not to difturb the repofe of our 

Con .. 
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ConfederAte Savages , who are fuch fools, as to 

wage War one wich another, inftead of entring in

to a joint League in oppofition to the Iroqutfe, the 

moft redoubted of their Enemies, and thofe whom 

they have moft reafon to fear. In a word, if we 

would manage our affairs with the Iroquefe to the 
beft advantage, we ought to put in execution that 

Project that I ·mention' cl in my 21d Letter. 
To alkdge that thefe Barbarians have a dependance 

upon the Englifh, is a foolifh Plea: For they are fo 

far from owning any dependance, that when they 

go to New-York eo truck their Skins, they have the 

confidence to put rates upon the Goods they have 

occafion for, when the Merchants offer to raife 

their price. I have intimated already feveral times, 

that their refpelt for the Englijh, is tack'd to the 

occafion they have to make ufe of 'em; that this is 

the onJy motive which induces 'em to treat the 

Englijh as their Brethren, and their Friends; and 

that if the French would fell 'em the Neceffaries of 
Life, as well as Arms and Ammunition, at eafier 

races~ they would not n1ake many journeys to the 

Englijh Colonies. This is a confideration that ought 

to be chiefly in our view; for if we minded it to 

the purpofe, they would be cautious of infulting 

our Savage Confederates, as well as our felves. The 

Governours General of Canada would do well to 

imploy the fenfiblc Men of the Country that are 

acquainted with our Confederates, in preffing "em 

to live in a good correfpondence with one another, 

wichout waging War among themfelves ; for moft 

of rhe Southern Nations worm out one another in· 

C .. nfibJy, which affords matter of joy to the lroquefe. 

Now, 'twere an ea fie matter to prevent this fatal 

mouldering, by threatning to give 'em no further 
fupplies of Cotnmodities in their Villages. To this 

precaution, we ought to add that of indeavouring 

to ingage two or three Nations to live together ; 
the 



the Outaoruu, for inftance, with the Hurons • the 
Sakil with the Pouteouatamt&, alias Puams. I f all' thofe 
Nations who are in1barqucd in a Conftderacy wilh 
us, would but agr~e one with ano her, and put up 
their quarrels, they would give the1nfdves wholly 
to the hunting of Beavers, which would tend to the 
inlarging o our Co1nmerce ; and bt>fides, they 
would be in a condition of making one jJint Body, 
when the Iroquefe offer'd to attack eithe1 one or t'other. 

)Tis the intereft of the Englifh to perfwade thd~ 
Nations, that the French have nothing lefs in view, 
than to deftroy thetn as foon as they meet wi ch an 
opportunity ; that the growing populoufnefs of Ca
nada, is a fufficient ground ot alarm ; that they 
ought to avoid all Comrnerce with th~ French, fo r 
fear of being betray'd ir "' 1 .. , - • whatfcever ; 
that to hinder the rt:pai. ing ot Fort Frontenac, and 
the rebuilding of Barques for that Lake, h to tht;m 
a thing of the \aft Importance, b · ~ ca fo ha .. t e 
French might in four and twenty hours, ma ~e ~ Jef~ 
cent from thence to their Villages, and carry off 
their ancient Men, their Women and their Cl il
dren, at a time when the W arrionrs n1ight be in 
gag'd in the hunting of Beavers ; That chcy would 
promote their own interelt by waging War wicb che 
French from time to time, by ravaging the Seignories 
and Settlentents in the upper part ot the Country, 
in orcler to oblige the Inhabitants to abdicate the 
Colony, and to difcourage tbofe who would other
wife remove out of France, and {~ttle in Canad"z ; 
and in fine, That in time of Peace 'cwould b;: very 
proper to fiop the Coureun de Bois at the Cataral'ts of 
the Otdaouas River,and to feize ~he Arms and Ammu
nition that they carry to the Sa rages upon the Lakes. 

Farther, if the Englifh would purfue tbei r n1ea· 
fures to the beft ad vantage, they ought tG ingage 
the Tfonontouans or the Goyoguam to go and fettle 
upon the Banks of the Lake Err it, nea1 the Mouth 

T of 



2 7 4 So1ne New Voyages 
of the River of Conde ; and at the fame time they 
ought ro build a Fort there, with fame long Barques 
or Brigantines : For this is the moft convenient and 
advantageous Poft of all that Country, and that for 
an infinity of Reafons which Lam oblig'd to con
ceal. Befides this Fort, they fhould build another 
at the Mouth of the River des Franfois ; and then 
' twould be abL)lutely impoffible for the Coureurs de 
Bois to reach the Lakes. 

They ought likewife to ingage the SaYages of 
.licadia in their_ intereft ; which they may do with 
little charge. The Planters of Naw·England iliould 
n1ind this, as well as the fortifying of the Ports 
in which they fi{h their Cod. As for the fitting 
out of Fleets to defiroy the Colony, I would not 
advife the Englifh to give themfelves that trouble; 
or fuppofing they were affur'd of Succefs, 'tis but 

fon1e places chat can be reckon' d worth the while. 
'To conclude ; I muft fay the Engli.fh in thefe 

~olonies are too carelefs and lazy: The French 
Coltrettrs de Bois , are n1uch readier for Enterpri
fes , and the Canadefc are certainly more vigi
lant and more active. It behoves the Inhabi
tants of New-York to in\arge their Fur-trade by 
well concerted Enterprifes ; and thofe of New
EnghrJd, to render the Cod~filhing more benefici
al ro the Colony, by taking fuch n1eafures as 
nuny other Pe~ple would, if they were as advan .. 
tclgeouf1y feated. I do not intend to fpeak of the 
limits of New-France, and l'few-England, for they 
were never well ad jufied ; though indeed 'twould 
feen1 tbac in feveral Treaties of Peace between 
·hefe two Kingdoms, the Bounclaries were tn a 
rna •. ner nut k 'd out in fome places. Whatever 
is in that nutter, the decifion of it is too nice a 
point for one that can' t open his tnind without 
pulling an old Houfe upon his Head. 

1he End of tiJe Firjt Volume. 



A T AB L E explaining fon1e Tern1s 
made ufe of in both Volumes. 

A. 

AStrolabe is a Mathematical Injlrument that can 
fcarce be ufed in the Ocean by rea{on of the vVave.r. 
There are two forts of them. The firft are made 

ufe of by Eaft.India Mafters, at a time when the Sea 
is as Jmooth as the face of a Looking-glafs. This fort 
are ferviceable in taking the heighth of the Sun, bJ the 
means of two little Pins, which are bor' d jo as to ha-;;e 
two dioptrick Perforatio?:Zs, thy1t ferve to condPJl1 the 
rays of light to that Luminary. The latter are fuciJ as 
the Mathematicians commonly make u(e of 'for Ajlronomi
ud Obfervations, ana are furbifh'd with A~imuths, 
Almucantara's, Loxodromick Tables, and theConcmtricl:. 
and Excentrick Tables of the Sphere. 

B. 
Bank of New.found.land, or Bank in general, is a 

rifing Ground in the Sea, which jhoots like a Hat beyon l 
the other brims. The Bank of New-found. land has 
thirty or forty Fathom Water,and is pav' d ?Pith Cot! ftp,. 

Bafin, is a head of ftagnating Water, not m1like a Pool or· 
~h. . 

Bouteuxfignifies little Nets belag' J to the end of a Stick. 
The Fifhermen make ufe of them to catch Fifh ttpon 4 

fandy GrQunJ, and efpecially Eels, upon the fide of St • 
Laurence River. 

Bouts de Quievres, are Nets not ur;like Bouteux, ?vhicb 
ferve for the fame ufe. 

Breaking ground jignifies the weighing .Anchor and put
ting to Sea. 

Brigantine, 11 [mall Vejfel one Deck, built of light of 
T ~ Wood, 
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Wootl, ?vhich plie1 bct.b with Oars and Sail.r. 'I'is e
qually Jharp at Prow a 1d Poop, and is built (or a quick 
S ailer. 

c· 
Ca1umet in general ftgrJifies a Pipe,bei11g a Norman Word, 

deriv'd from Chalumeau. The Savages do not under
jfa11d this Wcrcl for 'nvtu intrfJduc' d to Canada by the 

-Normans when they firft {ett!ed there ; and has {fill con
tinued in u(e amongft the French Planter1. The Calu
nlet or Pipe is catfd in the Iroqueff' Lar;guage Ga
nondaoe, and by the other Sav. 6 t Nations Poagan. 

Canadefe or Canadans, are the N r-1ti·ves of Canada 
/ptung from a French Father anrl Mother. ln the 
Jfland.r of South- America the Nati'i,Jes born of French 
Parents are called Creoles. 

Capa y d'efpada, A Gafcogne Title which the People of 
that Province gave irJ frmer times by way of Irony, to 
tbe it1emb.ers of the ]ttpream Ccur1ctl of Canada, be· 
caufe the fir(! Coun(e!lors 'JJJore neither Robe nor Sword, 
but1va!k'rl very gra·vely witb a Cane in their Hands, 
both in the City of Q .. uebeck, and in the Hall. 

Caffe- ret~ jig11ijie1 a Club, or a l-leacl-Luaker. 1'he Sa
vages call it Affan Oufiick, Ouftick fignifying the 
Head, a':'Jd Affan, to break. 

Ch:1nnel is a !pace of pretty deep Water bet2vee1J two 
Banks, or between two Sboars. Co1wncnly the Chan
nels are i·nclofed by Flats, tmd for that rea;r;; IJ Bouys or 
Majls are fixt upmt 'em, in order to direc1 the Pilots, 
·mho fteer eitber ~r thefe Marks, or by founding, for 
they would run tbe rifque of loofing their Ships,if they did 
not keep exaC!ly to the Channel. 

Coa.fr along, fee Sweep. 
Compafs of T ariation. 'Tis larger than the O'Ydinar7 

Compaj]es, m1d j~rves to point out the inequal Motions 
~f the Needle.1vhich leans always to the North-Eaft in the 
other Hemifphere, ?J,hereas it flill plies to the North-Wefli 
in this, I ~ean on this fide tb1 EquinoClialline : 1/u 

· Needle 
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Needle touch'd with the Loadftone departs frQm the true 
North a certain number of Degrees to the right and left; 
and Mt~rinerJ compute the Degrees of its depa1·ture by 
thi means ~f an Alhidada, and a thread which divides 
the Glaj's of the Compa[s into two equa.l part·s, and fo 
Jhews the Var,iation of the Needle at Sun-Jet, that being 
the true proper time for making the Ob{ervation; for 
at Sun-rijing, and at Noon, one may be tleceiv' d by 
Rcfra8ions, &c. 

Coureurs de Bois, i. e. Foreft Rangers, ~tre French or 
Canadefe, fo call'd from employing their whole Life in 
the rough Exercife of tranfporting Merchandiz.,e Goods 
to the Lakes ofCanlda, and to all the other Countries of 
that Continent, in order to Tra,.Je with the Savages : 
And in regard tbat they run in Canows a thoufand 
Leagues up the Country, notwithjlanding the danger of 
the Sea and Enemies, I take it, they Jhoula rather be cat .. 
led Coureurs de Rifques, thatJ Coureurs de Bois. 

E. 
Eddy, or bnyling Water, is little Watery Mountains that 

rife ttt the foot of Water-falls or Catara8s, juft as 
·we fee the fif7ater ~lays in the Cijlerns of Water-works. 

Edge of a Bank, is the fl1elvi1:1g part of it that runs fteep 
like a Wall. 

F. 
Fathom, among the French is the meafure of fix foot. 
Feaft of Union, tJ Term us' d by the Iroquefe to fignify 

the renewing of the Alliance between the five Iroquefe 
Nations. 

Flats are a ridge of Rocks running unJer Water from one 
Statiov to another, and rijing within five or fix foot at 
leaf/ of the Surface of that Element,Jo as to hinder Ships, 
Barques, &c. to float upon' em. 

Fraight, fignifies in this Rook the Cargo, tbo' in other . 
Cafes it {igniftes likewife the Hire or Fare. 

Furl the Sails, jignifies the drawing them up to a heap 
towards 
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towards the Top-m aft, not long ways as we do the Cur
tains of a Bed, but from below upwards. This is done by 
two Ropes,that draw up the Sail as aString does a Purje. 

H. 
Head-Bars are two round pieces of Wood, reaching on each 

fide from one end of a Canow to the other Thtje are 
the Supporters of the Cano'Jv, for the Ribs and Spars 11re 
made faft upon them. 

K. 
Keel of a Ship, is a lo1zg -piece of the flrongeft Wood, or at 

le aft (everal pieces joyn' d together, to bear the great 
weight of all the other Timber. 

Kitchi Okin1a,is the general Name for tbeGovernour Ge
neral of Canada among all the Savages, whofe Langua
ges approach to that of the Algonkins. Kitchi jignifies 
Great, and Okima, Captain. The Iroquefe t~nd 

· I-Iurons call the Governor General Onnontio. 
L. 

Latitude. Every Bocly k1Jo'Jvs th .1t it imports the Ek· 
vatio11 of the Pole, or the dijltmce from a jix'd Point of 
the v:Equator. 

Land-carriage ftgniftes the tranfportir.g of Canows by LAnd 
' from the Fo&t to the Head of a Cataraa, or from one 

River to another. 
Light Ships are foch as are empty, without any Cargo. 

P. 
Poop zs the Stern or After-part of the Ship in which the 

Rudder is fix' d. 
Precipice of a Bank, fee Edge. 
Prow is the Head or Fore·pnrt of a Ship, which cuts the 
' Water jirft. 

Q 
Quarter. Thrl the WorJ ~arter in a Maritime Senfe, 

iJ not welt explain' d; I put th' me11ning of it to be thi1. 
Th 
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The North Quarter comprehends the [pace that lies be
tlveen North-Weft and North-Eaft. The Eaft ~arter 
runs from Nortb-Eaft to Soutb~Eaft. The South fl.3ar· 
ter comprehends that part of the Heavens that falls be
tween South-Eaft and South-Weft : And the T¥eft Q3ar
ter extends from South-Weft to North.Weft. 

R. 
Refitting of a Ship, fignifies the repairing ~nd drej]ing of 

it, aml putting it into a Condition to fail, by putting in 
new Planks, caulking the Seams, &c. 

Ribs of a Canow, are much like thofe of a Pink, only 
there's this difference, that they line the Canow only en 
the in-fide from one Head Bar to another, upon which 
they are inchas' d. They have the thicknefs of three Crowns, 
and the breadth of four Inches. 

Ruche, an Injlrument for fijhing, refembling a Bee-hive. 

s. 
Scurvy, is a Corruption ~f the Mafs of Blood. There are 

two forts of it ; one eaU' d the Land Scurvy, '2vhich loatls 
a Man with Infirmities that gradually hring him to his 
Gra'T.Je ; the other is the Sta Scurvy, which i1ifaltibly 
kills a Man in 8 days unlefs he gets a-jhoar. 

Shieve, i. e. Row the wrong way ,in order to ajfif! the Steerf
man to fteer the Boat ,and to keep the Boat i1' the Chann !. 

Shoot. To fhoot a Water-fall or Cataract, implies the rrn;. 
ning a Boat down thefe dangerow l'recipices, foUowing 
the ftream of the Water, aml f!eeri11g -ver1 nicely. 

Sledges are a Conveniency for travelling, built in an ob
long quadrangular form, upon two pieces ~f fVoo , 
which are 4 foot long, and 6 foot broad; upon the H·:oc.f 
there are [everal pieces if Cloath or Hide nail'ti to keeiJ 
the Wind off. Thefe nvo pieces of fVootl are 'T..Ie1'J ha J 
and welt Jmooth'd, that they may jlide the bette1' on Sno7V 
Dr Ice. Such are the Horfe Sledges. But thofe t!ra~J..'1Z lr 
Dous are open and made of t'JJ.JO little pieces of harJ 

Jm:'oth, ant! Jhi~ing f.Vood, which are half an I·=uh tbi~k, 
5 foot l~ng, and a foot and a half broad. 

pars, 
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Spars are little pieces of Cedar Wood, of the tbicknefs of 

a Crown, and the breadth of; l1Jcbes, and as long as 
they can be made. They do the fame Service to a Ca
now, that a good lining does to a Coat. 

Stand in for Land, fignifies t~ fail Jire8ly towards it. 
Steer a Ship, imports the managing of a Ship by the 

means of a Rudder, (tU we do a Horfe with a Brulle) 
'vhen there's f1lind enough to work her ; but if there be no 
Wind, a Ship is more .unmoveable th·an a Gouty Per [on in 
an Elbow Chair. 

Stem a Tide or the Current of a River, i. e. to fail againft 
the Ct~rrent, or to fteer for, the place from whence the Tides 
or Currents come. 

Stl ike, to ~rike the Sails or Flag fignifies the lowering of 
'em, whether it be to fubmit to an Enemy,or by reaion of 
high Winds. 

Sweep a Coa{f,fignifies to fail along the Coajl fide at a rea-
fonable dijl a nee. 

T. 
Top~gallant-Mafts nre tu•o littli Ma~s fot upon the two 

Top-Ma~s, and have t'lVO Sailsjittcdfor 'r.m. 
1~op-Sai\s are two Sails fitted for the t'lvoTop-Majls, which 

{fa.'1d dirc8ly above tbe t'JVO great .A-1ajfs. · 
Traverfe. To traverfe Jignifies [aili1Jg Zigzag, or from 

jicle to fide as a tlrunken Man reels, when the Wind is 
contrary, for then_ they are oblig' d to tack jometimes to 
tbe right, and Jcmetimts to the le(t, keeping as near to 
~he 1Yind as they um, in £rdcr to make 'JJJhat way they 
tan, or at leaf! to prevwt their loji11g Ground. 

Tree ~f Pence, " S]mbalick Metaphor (or Ptace it elf. 

THE 
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