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THE 

I X. 
A. relates to the Firft-Volume, and B. to the Second. 

. A. 

A
Cadia de[crz'b'd,A.22o 
Agrippa,a great Phz'

lofopher, B. 261. 
Adario , th~ great 

Leader of the Hurons, ca!i'd 
by the French the R.._at,A. 9o. 

Age much reverenc'd by the 
Savages, B. 17. 

Agues Caudes, a hot Bath 
t'n the Pyrennees, B. 273· 

Alfar:digua , a Duty on Su
gar and Tobacco, B. I 96. 

Algonkins , their Language 
tmiverfally k._ncwn for a thou
fand Leaguer round, A. I6. 
The People deferib'd, A. 18. 
Three fJ.ltarteri f1j tbat 1 1-t

tion. formerly cut off by the 
lroqucfe, ibid. 

Almada Citj a_nd C.iflle, B. 
205· . 

Amours and A-1.trri.1gcs of th~ 
Savagci, B. 34· 

Amftcrd,un defcrib' d, B. 2 r '). 
Angui (Meffieurs de) A. I 89. 
Animals, ampNb-'ow, A. r o6. 
Anskild (Fredcrick) a Da-

ni!h Pilot, A. 21 o. 
Anfe du Tonnere, A. 86~ 

Anfwers, u[u.1l amonp: the sa.:. 
vages, B. 12, 17, ZJ . 

Antwerp, the Pa/]:rge from 
Rotterdam to tbat Place, 
B.252. 

Apparitions, Chimcric.1l, B. 
266. 

Arpcnt of Ground, what, A. 1• 
Arpemigni (Sieur de) A. I 49• 
Arrache (Sieur de) B. 2 I 8. 
Arragon, the Gov~rnmcnt of 

that l(Jngdom, B. 2 76. Tb~ 
Ceremony w'd at de Kjng 
of Spain's ta~ing tbe Coro
n1tion Oatb, B. 2 76. The 
Conflitutioru, Humour s,an4 
Cufloms of de Inhabitants, 
B. 277, 278. Their way of 
tre.tting, B. 283, 284. 

Afprt! R.Jvcr, B. 222. 
Aifaffinatiom [re1umt at S~~ 

l'ago!f.1, B. 2 79· 
Avciro, tt[wai!Town, B. r91~ 
Aunay (Count de) A: J 71. 
Aunoy (Madam de) B. 21 r. 
Auxembourg, B. 221. 

Axe, bm;inJ!. the b!oodJ Axe, 
a SigrJ of Peace among tha 
~av.tges, A. 14o .. Digging. 
tt up 4 SymboL o} 1/Var, A. 
42. 

Vv .B. 



IN DE X. 
Stock. a capital Crime 4'9 

B. miJng the Savages, A. 41. 
Several forts of 'em, A. 

:~gouafch, A. 2 r 4· I o6, 233· The De[cription 
Dalenots, a fort of Whales, of a large Beaver, 107,. 

A. 244· · I oS. Their incl"edible Inge-
Bandarro's, what they are» mlity, B. 56, 57, 58. Bea-

B. 2::,o vt>rs how tal{en, B. 6o. 
B:mk of New-fonnd-land, Bechefer (a Jefuit) A. 172. 

A. 172. Begon (Mr. de) A. 168. 
Bars, w).t, B 189. Belin, B. 212. 
B r of Lisbon wh~n t~nacceffi· Bernon ( Sieur Samuel) a Ro,. 

bf,·, B. 13 chel Mercbant, A. 2 S 5. 
Bat curs de Faux, what, A. Birds, A Lift of thofe in Ca· 

~, . nada, A. 237· 
l3at 1 , Field of Battle in the Boats call' 4 Traff Scoots, B • 

.. i rhbourhood of Ham- 21 5· 
burgh. B 223. Bonrepos, Ambaffador from 

Bav o~ St Laurence, A. 4· France to the Court ofDen-
Of Mifiifagues, B. 65. Of mark. B. 227. 
Saguinan, A. 86. OfPou- Books made of Birch Bat~ 
teouatamis, A. 1 o4, 1 o9, A. 252. 
O[Toranto, A. 182,215. Boft.ontheMetropoluo{New• 
De L'ou.rs, A. 136, 137· England, A. 224. 
Hudfon's Bay, A. 1o6. Braga, B. 187. 
Wby fo calt'd, A. 210. Sa- Bragalone ( Meffieurs de) 
vage Bay, ibid. B<tJ of A. 167, 
Sakinac, A. 216. 0/Ga- Brafil Fleet, B. 189. 
naraske, A. 218. Des Brouillon (Mr.) Governour of 
franfoife, 11. 22.0. BaJ Placentia, A. I 94· He con .. 
des Chaleurs, ibid. Bay [pires againft the Autbor 
o/Trepa£fez, A. 126. Oj and beinf{ prote8ed by Mon• 
Placentia, A. 119. fieur de Pontchartrain,z".r th~ 

~ears, how kj/J' d., A. 6 5· Se.. C aufe of all his Misfortunes, 
rver4l/ortJ of them, A. 234, A. 19 5· & feq. 
13 5· They live three Months Brulots, Info8s of Canada, 
on· the '}ui~e of their Paws, A. 142. 
B. 61. Bru£fe1s , the P~tjfage from 

Bearn (in France ) Mony · Antwerp to that Place, B. 
fcarce in that Country, B. 2 52. 
268. The ignor-ant Bigotry of Burning Prifoners to Death, a 
the People, B. 2~5, 270. Cuflom among the Sa~Jages, 

Bea:ucot.lr (Chevaher)A.176. A. 179· · · · · 

.Beavers, deftroying tiJe wbole c. 



IN D .EX. 

c. 
acick, the Name for the 
Governours of tht Eifao es 
and Gnacfitares, A. I 1 9, 
120, 123. 

Cafcades, A. 30. 
Call:eins(Baron dc).z Bearnefe 

Gentleman that trJrn'd half 
S11va:;e, A. 223. 

Cafioreum, in what pm·t of 
tl(' B"tlver lodg'd, A. 167. 

Cadaval (Du~e of) lJ. l94· 
Calumet of Pe.11ce, whttt, A. 

36. B. Io. 

Cararacouy, alias Fort Fron-
ren:;c, A. 38. 

Catarads, A. 30, & fcq. 
Cats wild, A. 66. 
Chambli defcrib'd, A. 47· 
Charn pigni ( Monfimr de ) 

arrives at Que beck, A . ) 5· 
Chapeau Rouge, A. 226. 
Children (Savage) their Wit)' 

of playing, B. r 3· 
Chriftening-, a ridirzt!'~m Cu .. 

f!or~~ among S11ilorJ" fi c.di'd, 
A. 4·9· 

Chrifiianity. The Savages of 
Canada very ttverfo to it, 
B.~· 

Chriftian III, l(jng of Den
tnark, his Death {aid to he 
foretold hy an Angel,B. 247. 

Chriftians-Fawe , a Danilh 
City, B. 228. 

Circzee in Holland, B. 214. 
Citrons of Norrh-Amcrica; 

the Fruz't wbolcfom, and the 
l{_oot mort.1i Poifon, A. 25o. 

Canada. A De/cription of 
the Country, A. S. & feq. 
How the Lands were diflri· 
buted at fir./} to Officers and 
Soldiers, ibid. vVomm font 
thither from France, A. 9· 
How long poffefs'd by the 
F1·ench. A. 1 o. The N-: .. 
ture of tbe CHmate, ibid. 
A Geognzpbic11l De{cription 
of Canada, which is bigger 
than Europe, A. 2o). The 
number of Souls in the Co
lony, A. 2o6. The Govern
ment of Canada, A. 26o. 
.A CharaEter of the Cana
dcfe, A. 26i. Di[orders 
tbat ought to be redre[s'd 
J·n Canada, ibid. 

Canows, Botttc us'd by the 
Canadefc, A. 1 5· Their 
Difcription, A. 26. C a
nows of Elm Bark, A. 82. 

Cape Rafe, A. 3, 2o6, 226. 
Cape Raye, :A. 4, 22 r, 226. 
Cape Breton, A. 5, I8J. 
Cape Tourmente, A. 6. I7'J· 
Cape Finifterre, B. 2q. 
Carcaioux, what and how ta-

k.cn. A. 62. 
CariOou·s, what~ atzd hoJP 

ki.!td, A. 59. 
~atps in the Miffifipi, A. 246. 

t·~it!~ (Jam'es) 4. :?io·6. 

Coidink, the l(jng of Den..; 
mark's P·alace, B. 244,2460 

Coiiers, what they are, A. 36. 
Commerce of Canada , Ao 

254· The Goods proper for 
theSavages, A. 258, 2)9~ 

Complexion of tl;~ Savttges; 
B. 1. & feq. . .. 

Copenhagen de{crib'd, B. 2i7"· 
It hai an excel! eat H.;rbot~r.; 
tbid. The Weather is ?Jerj 
,·nco12flttnt in tb11t Plac~.; 
]J; 239· 
V Vi oi.,_ 

r 



I N D E X. 
ll'oxes, foveral forts, A 23 5· 
Fredericks-bourg, the l(jng 

of Denmark's Pal.zce, B. 
239· 

Friezland, (Countefsof) an in· 
comparable Lady, B. 230. 

Frontenac (Mr. de) crmc!udes 
a Peace wi tiJ the I roquefe, 
A. 2 ). reinfi,z/LI Govcmour 
of Canada, 1 50. arrive1 at 
Quebec, 1 52· is much e-
Jirem'd, r B· tl·e Peace he 
11ude of g~eat importance, 
ibid. 

Frornenac (Fort of) defcrib'd, 
A. ~ r. ~linquifh'd by Jtrfr. 
de Denonville, r 4 9· a party 
fem tbitler to repair it, r )J. 

G. 
G Icras, a Spaniib, B.28 I. la 

Ga!erc, a PttfJ of t!J~ RJ'Ver 
St. Laurence, A. 30. 

GamesoftheSav.t<~es, B. 18._ 
Ganccuffe, a fort o( Iroqueie 

Vi/l,1fe [urpri;(d there, and 
borr> tts'd, A. 7 I. 

Gavacbos an Ephhet gi'l.'en by 
tf,e People of Arragon to the 
French, .B. zSo. 

Ga!p~· Co.1(l, A. I 72. lo8. 
Gatperors vid. Fijh. 
Geometrical Problems, th~ 

pr.aetice of 'em mojl ./itrpri
'{i'll[' to ti.Jc S,n;,t~es. B. I 5· 

Gern1c~ns compm 'tf wit/; tbe 
French, B. 2 ~o. 

'ibralrar, the }(ing tJf Spain 
migbt dem.md. ToU at that 
St··e1."ght, B. 24o. 

Gb11es, grc.1t convex onesfi,r
pri:;,.in.g to tbe Savages,B. I 6. 

Gnachtares, a People, ~1. I r 9, 
lll. ti;ey tak,e t/g Auth~~ 

and IJT.-s Mm to be Spaniards, 
J 22. tbeir Governour, 121. 
tl;ey repre{cnt the Country of 
tl;e Mozeemlec on a Deer's 
Sk..in, A. 124. 

Gold·colour'd Fijh, vid. Fzfh. 
Golilla,a Spanifh Collar B.282. 

Gorhs, tmdcrflood Stereome-
try per/eEily weU. 

Gludbr B. 222. de{cribed B .. 
274· 

Grangula, the Title of an lro-
quefe Gra1ldee, A. 3 5· bil 
Interview rrn'tb Mr. de la 
Barre, ibid .. 

Grapes of Canada, A. 25o. 
Guldeniew, the Title of the 

natural Sons of the K.Jng of 
Denmark, B. 237· 

H 

Habit of the Savages, B. 6. 
L'Habito de Crifto, the l(Jng 

o/Portugal's R.Jya! Order fo 
call' d, B. 2 I o. 

Hamburgh, and tl;e adjacmt 
Comztry de{cribed, B. 222, 

223. 
Harangues of the old Savages 

in S.icrificing, B. 3 2. Haran
gues to t/;e Corps of tbe De .. 
ceafed, B. 5 I. 

Harts, how /.:JII'd, A. 59· 64. 
Havre de Bar re, wbat, B. r 38. 
Helene (Mr. de St.) A. 143 ~ 

164-
Heraldery of the Savages

1 
H. 

84. 
Hermaphrodites, B. 44· 
Hierogl; phicks of tbe Sav.z

ges, B. 86. 
Houies of tbe Sa"tJttgN, B. 6. 
Huard~1 foc Birds. 

· ··- Hudron 



IN D E x~ 
Hudfon (Capt. Henry) A.zro. 

Hudfons Ba7. See Bay. 
Huefca, a Spaniih Town, B. 

~73· 

ibid. tbl!} wag'd War -wz'tb 
the French almofl alwayr, 
from thez'r firft Settlement 
in Canada, 24. they are a!· 
ways upon Extreams, 41· 
tbeir Incurjion into the [ ... 

Huguenot, the Author tak!n 
for one, B.2.69. the Ir.difcre
tion of the .Bearne[e in the 
takJng of hlm up, B. 2.70. 

Humours and Cufloms of the · 
Savages, B. 7· 

Hunting and Shooting ~tmongft 
the Savages, B. 55· 

fland ofMonreal, 147, 148, 
an Inflance of flrange In
trepidity z'n an Iroquefe, 
under moft horrz."bl~ Tor-

Hurons, A.15,a Brave,A8z."'lle, 
and Daring People, B. 4· 

Hurts made upon the Water 
for kjUing of Water-Fowl, 
A. 61. 

J. 
Iberville (Mr. D. ) hu Ex

ploits near New-York, A. 
15). 

Jews , a Synagogue of true 
Jews in Amfterdam, B.2r6. 

Illine[e, very [wift in running, 
B. 4· 

Imagination frigl;tens Men of 
true Courage, B. 267. 

lnfe<..'h, a Lijl of thoje in Ca
nada, A. 238. 

Inrercft of the French and 
Engiilh in North- America, 
4. 299· 

Jolict ( Sieur) a Canadan, A. 
207. 

J ongleurs, a fort of ~ack_s 
tll; mgfl tbe Sttvages, B. 47· 
tl cir PraEtices, ibid. 

Jovenazo, a Du/ze, Viceroy uf 
Arragon, B. 276. 

J o rncy , a Dtl.y's 'Journey 
amonxfl the S~tva;;es, B. 87. 

Iroque!e, their five Can tons. 
.11. 23. Allies of the Engliih, 

meNt, 178. 
Ille of Fowls, A. 5· of Cou

dres, 5· J 73. Red If!and,. 
Ibid. Ijle of Anticofti, 5· 
Zo7. of Newfound-Land, 
5· 225. of Orleans, 1 r. of 
Detour, 93· ol Maniroua-
1in, 93· 21 5· of .l{.encomre, 
128. of Hares, 173. /even 
ljles, ibid. 

Ijle ofManinico, A. r 94· f I./le 
Percec, 1.o7, 32o. Belle 
ljle, 2 r o. 

ljles of Mingan, ibid. 
L, ljle Aux Chevres, A.224. of 

St. Peter, 226. 

K. 

Kakalin, A. 1 o9. 
Kenebeki, tbe Fort tak._m 

from the Englifh by M1·. de 
Porrneuf, A. 1 j6. it is one 
of the Frontz.'ers of New
England, A. 22o. 

Keme, .t ViU4ge, A. 71. 
King of Portugal's CharaEter, 

B. 19r. 
Kitchi Manirou, the Great 

Spirit or God, fo ca!td b)· the 
Savages, B. 29. 

Kirchi-Okima , the French 
Governour General, fo call' :1 
by the Ouraouas and Hu
rons, A. 6 4• Lake 



IN 0 E X. 

i. 
Leaders of the Savttg~ NationJ 

B. 75· 
League of Portugal. See Mea..; 

Lake of St. Peter, A. I 9'· of [teres. 
Ontario or Fromenac, 23. Leinipifaki, a }lace where th~ 
207, 216, 219. of St. Fran- Coureurs de Bois meet 
cis, _30. of St. Louis, ibid. with [ome Savages for trade, 
of Champlain, 47, La!<! of A. 214. 
St. Sacrament , ibid. of Licences for Trade, what, 
Erie, Errie, and Herrie,78. A. 51· 
82, 94,18£, 2o6, :to7. of Lille, the Inn-k..eeperJ betweefJ 
St. Clare, 83. of Huron, thAt place and Paris, impofo 
ibid. ~ I43· 207, 2.1 5· upon Travellers, B. 253· 
Illinefe Laf<!, 87. 139· Litnit{LaHontan·.r)A. 128• 
Great Salt Lak_e, 125, 126. Lisbon defcrib'd, B. 192. f5 
of Affinapouals, 2o7. of [eq. . 
Lenemipigon, ibid. Vpper Lorete, a Tliffage, A .1 5, I 6, I 7. 
Lake, 2o7, 2.I3, 214. of Loudun, the Story of the Cu-
Conti, 217. of Nepicerini, rate of that plac.e, B. 263. 
21 c;. Lak...e l'Ours qui dorr, Lubec defcribed B. 224, 22 5• 
B. 59· of Saguinan, ibid. 

Lahontatl, (Baron de) the Au• 
thor , his BdrorJJ fold, A. 
1 5 I. /;is paJJage from Ca
nada to France, 165, 166. 
his l{,eception into the Order 
of St. Lazarus, 168. goes 
to Verfailles to follicit for 4 

pl.ue,but in vain,17o.hisPa[
[age from Rochcl to Cana• 
da,17 I, 172. 173.he is made 
Lord Lt'eutenant of tbe Ijle 
ojNewfound-Land and A
cadia,I 88. bis Dzjputes with 
a Porrugu~fe Phyjician, 189, 
t 90, 192. he fails from St. 
Nazere and 11rrives at Pia-. 
cemia , t 92. his P affage 
t~ence to Portugal, 2oo. 

Laruus a ViUage ;,~ Bearn, B. 
269. 

St. Laurence Bay. See Bay. 
St. Laurence I{jver dcfcrib' d, 

A. 29. f3 fetJ. 

M. 

Maple-trees. See Tree!. . 
Maps of tbe Savages difcrib'J~· 

B. 13. 
Maringouins or Midges verj 

troublefom in Canada, A. 
31. 

Marriage of t!Je Savages, See 
Amours. A Comical Adven
ture of d young Captain 
pref's'd to m<mJ againfl his 
will, A. 26 5· 
St. Mary Cape. A. 183. 

Marchi-mar.irous, evil Spirits 
fo call' d b) the Savages, B. 
30· 

Meafures of tl·e Portuguefe, 
B. 2 r o. of .the Dutch, B.-
219· 

Mcaupou ( Cbcvat~'er de) A .. 
170, 

Memory, the Savages have a 
m oft 



IN DE X. 
m oft happy Memory, B I 7. 

Mendofa (' Balthafar de) a 
/earn'd Cavalier,B 255,256. 

Meneval (Mr. de) A 222. 
Mefon, a Spanifh Inn. B 227. 
Michal (Sieur St.) A I 8o. 
M1chibiki, fee Animals. 
Midwives, Savage Women de-

Jiver''d withotJt their Aj]ifl
ance, B 41. 

Military Art of the Savages, 
B 71. 

Mines of Silver in Norway, 
B 241. 

Misfortune, an odious Term 
to the Savages, B 21. 

Miffilimakinac. The Trade 
of t/;e Irzbabitants of that 
Cottntr_y with the French, 
A 48, 136. None of them 
will to11cb Gold or Silver, 5o. 
The diverjity of C11rrents 
betwixt the Continent and 
Ijle of that Name, 89. 

Millifipi I~jvcr, A 1 o4, I I 1, 

128, I32-, 134, 2o6. 
Moine (Mr. le) A 34· 
Monks very lewd in Portugal. 

B 197. 
Money current in Portugal, 

B 2o9, 21o, in Holland, 
B 218, 219. 

Monreal. The Town and 1-
jland of that Name de[crib'd, 
A I 9, 2o. The Curates very 
:<,ealous there , 46. The 
'1 rade of Monreal, 5 r. The 
Incur/ion of the Barbarians 
into that.Ijland, I 48. 

Months of the Savages, B 14. 
Monrs-notre-dame, A 183, 

2o8. 
Moon. Loft Moon, and dead 

Mean, what, B 14. 

Moo~-hens, the (urprir_ing 
Noife of the flappmg of their 
Wings, A 67. 

Moracin (Sieur de) B 218. 
Mozeemlek, a numerous war .. 

Hk; People, A 1 I 9, I 24~ 
125, !26.. . 

Mules of Portugal, B 198. 
Mufick-houfes of Amfterdam, 

B 217. 
Musk-Rats defcrz'b'd, A 62. 

N. 
Nadoueffis, a People, A 128. 

A notable !{encounter 'twixt 
300 of them, and 400 Iro
quefe, 129. 

Names among{l the Savage: 
de rh/ d from the Mother, B 
43· 

Natio~s, a Lift of the Sa'Vage 
Nat:Q1u of Canada, A 2Jo .. 

Nazere (St.) A 187. 
Needle of the Compafs, ho~ 

it turns upon the Coafl of 
New-found-land, A 3· 

Nclfon (Captcu'n) A 21 1. 

New-Holland, z'bid. 
New-York, ibid. 
Niagara, a Fort built there, 

A 78. The ·Water-fall of 
Niagara defcrib'd, 82. Tb~ 
Fort relinquifh'd by Mr. de 
Denonville, 149. 

Nightingales, fee Birds. 
Nuns of Odivera, B 2o1. 

0. 

Odenzee, a Town z"n Fionia 
belonging to tbe 1\Jng of 
Denmark, B 245. Tbe Peo
ple of the Place murder'd 
one of their 1\jngs, B ibid. 

Onomio, 



INDEX. 
Onontio, a Title gi-vm bl the 

Iroquefe to the Go-vernour 
General of Canada, A 3 9· 

Opede (Mr. de) Ambaffador 
at the Court of Lisbon, B 
194· 

Oreouach~ , a notable Iro-
quefe Sla-ve, A r 54· 

Orignal or Elk dcfcn'h'd, A 
57· 

Orrez, a Town z'n Bearn, B 
'l-67. 

Otters how tak_m witb Traps, 
A 64. 

Onabach, a l{j-ver, A 133· 

P. 

Pagan (Count) B I87. 
Parrots of Canada, fee Birds. 
Paffe des Canfeaux, A 22 r. 
Pau, the Capz'tal City of Bearn, 

B 265. 
Peace,, how concluded amongft 

the Sa-vages, B ~h. 
Peronne. The Cuftom-boufe 

Officers fearc!J tbere verJ 
narrowly, B 

Perrot (Mr.) A 2ii .. 
Petit Nord, A 21 o. 
Pnips (Sir Wifliam) Gmer.tl 

of the Forces of New-Eng
land, A 161. 

St. Pierre de Repantigni (Mr. 
de) A I36. 

Placentia attacl{d by the Eng
liili, A 183, I 94· Tbe Fdre 
and Port de{uib'd, 227. 

Placene, a French Huguenot 
in Denmark, B 23o. 

Plamation of the Sun, A 1 1 r. 
Planre (Sieur de la) A I 76. 
Plaronick Lo-ve cenfur' d, B 
Pointe Verte, A 168. 

Pompernickle, a coar(e fort of 
Bread, B 2.34· 

Poncharrrain ( Monfieur de) 
SuccejJor to Monfieur de 
Seignclay ,A I 67. That Mi• 
nifters Attendance , B I 68. 
His Injuftice to the Author, 
B 253. 

Porcupine. How one of them 
was kjlt' d, A 63. 

Port of Placentia, fee Piacen
tia. 

Porr-ne\lf, A I 73· Port
Royal, 222, 224. 

Port of Lisbon, fee Lisbon. 
Of Am{terdam, fee Amftef

dam. 
Porta a Porta~ .and the l{oad 

thither from Viana,defcrib'd, 
B I88, 189, 190. 

Portochoua, A 2 I o. 
Portugal. The Nobility and 

Gentry there defcrib'd, .B 
1 94· Cuftom of the Women 
informer times, 2or. Cha
ra£Ur of tbe Porruguefe, 
203, 207. The Habit of 
tbe l(jng and Grandees, 2o 5· 
The Cottnfry briefly defcrib'd 
2o7• The Pay cf their Offi
cers, 2o~t Their Troops 
ill difciplin'd, 209. 

Pofados, Imu upon t/;e l{oad 
in Portugal, with thcr.'r Ac• 
commodations, B I 92, r 931 

Prado (Count de) B 2o7. 
Prelates preferr' d without re• 

g~trd to Merit, B 27i. 
Priefts impofo r~prm tbe Peo ... ~ 

ple, B 27 r. . 
Property, no diftinflion of z"t 
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( I . ) 

A 

DISCOURSE 
OF THE 

Habit, Houfes, Complexion and 
Temperament 

OFT HE 

S VAGE 
OF 

NORrH-AMERICA. 

HE Grecian Chronologers who divi ... 
ded the courfe of Time into three Pe .. 
riods, namely the J.JHA•v, or that which 
is wrapt up in Obfcurity, the p.&J9tur, 

alias ntl4'tMv, or that which was the feafon of 
Fid:ion and Fables, and the i~e«xJ, which at. 
fords u true and creditable Actions : Thefe 
Chronologers, I fay, might have fav, d them .. 
felves the trouble of writing a Thoufand idle 
Stories relating to the Original of the Inhabi
tants of the Earth; for the invention of Wri
ting being unknown to them before the Siege 
of Tro;·, they had n other Standard to con-
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1 Sonze New Voyages 
fult but the Fabulous Manufcripts of the E
gyptians and Chaldeans, who were a Ph~natick 
Superftitious fort of People. But fuppofing the 
Egyptians and Cha/Jeans to have invented the Art 
of Writing, what Credit can we give to the 
accou d.S of things that are fa id to have happen' d 
before the date of that Invention ? In all pro
bability they knew no more of the matter than 
the Americans, and upon that fcore 'twas very 
hard for them to give a faithful Narrative of the 
Adventures and Exploits of their Anceftors. I 
am now fully convinc' d that Tradition is fo in
conftant, obfcure, uncertain and fallacious, that 
we cann't pretend to rely upon it. And this 
Notion I owe to the Savages of Canada, who 
being at a lofs to trace the truth of what has 
been tranfad:ed in their own Country but 200 

Years ago, gave me occafion to call in Quefiion 
the Purity and Truth of Tradition. Upon this 
lay you may eafily apprehend, that thefe poor 
People are as little acquainted with their own 
Hiftory and Origin, as the Greeks and Chaldeans 
were with theirs. Let us therefore content our 
felves, my_ gooJ Friend, in believing that they are 
defcended of honeft old Adam, as well as you 
and I. 

I have read fome Hiftories of Canada, which 
were writ at feveral times by the Monks, and 
muft own that they have given fome plain and 
exatl: Defcriptions of fuch Countries as tney 
knew ; but at the fame time they are widely 
miftaken in their Accounts of the Manners aria 
Cuftoms of the Savages. The Recollets brand 
die Savages for ftupid, grofs and rufiick Perfons, 
uncipable of Thought or Reftedion : But die 
Jefuirs give them ether fort of Language, for 
they intitle them to good Senfe, to a tenacious 
Memory, and to a quick Apprehenfion feafon'd 
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to North-Atnerica. 
with a folid Judgment. The former allege that 'tis 
to no purpofe to preach the Gofpe] to a fort of 
People that have lefs Knowledge than the Brutes. 
On the other hand the latter ( I mean the J e .. 
fuits ) give it out, that thefe Savages take Plea
fure in hearing the Word of God, and readily 
apprehend the meaning of the Scriptures. In 
the mean time, 'tis no difficult matter to point 
to the Reafons that influence the one and the 
other to fuch Allegaiions; the Myftery is eafily 
unravell' d by thofe who know that thefe two 
Orders cannot fet their Horfes together in ea .. 
nada. 

I have feen fo n1any impertinent Accounts of 
this Country, and thofe written by Authors that 
pafs' d for Saints ; that I now begin to believe, 
that all Hiftory is one continued Series of Pyr
rhonifm. Had I been unacquainted with the 
Language of the Savages, I might have credi
ted all that was faid of them; but the opportu
nity I had of Converting with that People, ferv' d 
to undeceive me, and gave me to underftand, 
that the Recollets and the J efuits content them
felves with glancing at things, without taking 
notice of the ( aln1oft) invincible Averfion of 
the Savages to the Truths of Chriftianity. Both 
the one and the other had good reafon to be 
cautious of touching upon that Stnng. In the 
mean time fuffer me to acquaint you, that upon 
this Head I only fpeak of the Savages of Cana
da, excluding thofe that live beyond the River 
of Mijjljipi, of whofe Manners and Cuftoms I 
could not acquire a perfed:Scheme,by reafon that 
I was unacquainted with their Languages, not to 
mention that I had not time to make any long 
ftay in their Country. In the Journal of my 
Voyage upon the long River, I acquainted you 
that they are a very police People, which you 
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4 Some New Voyages 
willlikewife infer from the Circumfiances men
tion'd in thctt Difcourfe. 

Thofe who have reprefented the Savages to he 
as rough as Bears, never had the opportunity of 
feeing them ; for they have neither Beard nor 
Hair in any part of their Body, not fo much as 
under their Arm-pits. This is true of both 
Sexes, if I may credit thofe who ought to know 
better than I. Generally they are proper well 
made Perfons, and fitter Companions to Ame· 
rica11 than to European Women. The Iroquefe are 
of a larger Stature, and withal more Valiant and 
Cunning than the other Nations ; but at the 
fame time they are neither fo Nimble nor fo 
Dexterous at the Exercifes of War or Hunting, 
which they never go about but in great Num
bers. The IOinefe, the Oumamis, and the Outa
gamins; with fome other adjacent Nations, are of 
an indifferent fize, and run like Greyhounds, if 
the Comparifon be allowable. The Outaoutn, and 
mofi of the other Savages to the N~rthwllrd, (ex
cepting the Sauteurs and the Cliftinos) are cow
ardly, ugly, and ungainly Fellows; but the 
Hurons are a brave, acHve and daring People 
refembling the lroqueje in their Stature and 
Countenance. 

All the Savages are of a Sanguine Conftituti-
. on, inclining to an Olive Colour, and generall 

fpeaking they have good Faces and proper Per
fans. 'Tis a great rarity to find any among them 
that are Lan1e, Hunch-back'd, One-ey'd, Blind, 
or Dumb. Their Eyes are large and black ~s 
well as their Hair; their Teeth are White like 
Ivory, and the Breath that fprings from their 
Mouth in expiration is as pure as the Air that 
they fuck in in Jnfpiration, notwithftanding they 
eat no Bread ; which /hews that we are miftaken 
in Europe, in fancying that the eating of Meat 
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to North-Am erica. 
without Bread makes one's breath ftink. They are neither fo ftrong nor fo vigorous as moft of 
the French are in railing o( Weights with their 
Arms, or carrying of Burdens on their Backs ; but to make amends for that, they are indefati
gable and inur' d to Hardlhips, infomuch that the Inconveniences of Cold or Heat have no im
preffion upon them; their whole time being fpent in the way {)f Exercife, whether in running up 
and down at Hunting and FHhing, or in Dan
cing and playing at Foot-ball, or fuch Games as 
require the Motion of the Legs. 

The Women are of an indifferent Stature, and 
as handfo1n in the Face as yoa can well imagine; 
but then they are fo fat, unwieldy and ill-built, that they'l fcarce tempt any but Savages. Their Hair is rolled up behind with a fort of Rib band, and that Roller hangs down to their Girdle ; 
they never offer to cut their Hair during the whole Courfe of their Lives, whereas the Men 
cut theirs every Month. Twere to be wHhed, that the fame good luck which led them to the 
obfervation of this, had thrown them upon the 
other Advices of St. Paul. They are covered from the Neck to under the Knee, and alwayi 
put their Legs a crofs when they fit. The Girls do the fame fro1n their Cradle; if the Word be 
not improper, for there is no fuch thing as a Cratl!e among the Savages. The Mothers make 
ufe of certain little Boards ftuffed with Cotton, upon which the Children lye as if their Backs were glued to them, being (waddled in Linnen, 
and kept on with Swathbands run through the fides of the Boards. To thefe Boards they 
tye Strings, by which they hang their Children 
upon the Branches of Trees, when they are a
bout any thing in the Woods. 
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6 Some New Voyages 
The old and the married Men have a piece of 

Stuff which covers them behind, and reaches 
half way down their Thighs before ; whereas 
the young Men are ftark naked all over. They 
alledge that Nakednefs is no infraction upon the 
Meafures of Decency, any otherwife than as it 
is conFary to the Cuftom of the Europt;ans, and 
condemn d by the Notion that they have of it. 
However, both the young and the old hang up
on their Backs in a carelefs way a Covering 

' of Hide or of Scarlet , when they go abroad 
to Walk or to make Vifits. They have likewife 
a fort of Cloaks or Coats calculated for the 
Seafon, when they go a Hunting or upon War
like Expeditions, in order to guard off the Cold 
in Winter, and the Flies in Summer. Upon 
fuel~ occafions they make ufe of a fort of Caps 
made ,in the form of a Hat, and Shooes of Elk 
or Hart Skins, which reach up to their mid
Leg. 

Their Villages are F ortificd with double Pa
lHfa~oes of very hard Wood, w hi eh are as thick 
as one's Thigh, and fifteen Foot high, with lit
tle Squares about the middle of the Courtines. 
Commonly their Huts or Cottages are Eighty 
Foot long, Twenty five or Thirty Foot deep, 
and Twenty Foot high. They are cover' d with 
the Bark of young Elms; and have two Alco
ves, one on the right Hand and the other 
o~ the left, being a Foot high and nine Foot 
broad, between which they make their Fires , 
~here being vents made in the Roof for the 
Smoak. Upon the fides of the two Alcoves 
there are little Clofets or Apartments in which 
~~e young W ~men or married Perfons lye upon 
httle Beds rais d about a Foot from the Ground. 
To Conclude, one Hut contains three or four 
families. 
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to North-America. 7 
'J1he Savages are very Healthy, and unac

q uainted with an infinity of Difeafes, that plague 
the Europeans, fuch as the Palfey, the Dropfey, the 
Gor~t, thePhthifick, the .Afihma, the Gravel, ana 
the Stone : But at the fame time they are liable 
to the SmaO-Pox, and to Pleurifies. If a Man 
dies at the Age of Sixty Years, they think he 
dies young, for they commonly live to Eighty 
or an Hundred; nay, I met with two that were 
turn' d of an Hundred feveral Years. . But there 
are fome among them that do not live fo long, 
becaufe they voluntarily fuorten their Lives oy, 
poyfoning themfelves, as I fuall fhew you elfe .. 
where. In this Point they feem to join i1fue 
with Zeno and the Stoicks, who vindicate Self
Murther ; and from thence I conclude, that the 
Americans are as great Fools as thefe great Philo• 
fop hers. 

I 

_ A foort Piew of the Humors and Cujloms of. 
the S A V AGES. 

r7PHE Savages are utter Strangers to diftind:i-
1_ ~ ons of Property, for what belongs to one 
is equally anothers. If any one of them he 
in danger at the Beaver Hunting the reft fly to 
his Affiftance without being fo much as ask'd.
If his Fufee burfts they are ready to offer him 
their own. If any of his Children be kiJ l' d or 
taken by the Enemy, he is prefently furnilh' d 
with as many Slaves as he hath occafion for. Mo
ney is in ufe with none of them but thofe that are 
Chriftians,who live in the Suburbs of our Towns. 
The others will not touch or fo much as look 
upon Silver, but give it the odious Nameof the 
French Serpent. They'l tell you that amongft 
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8 Some 'Nezv Voyages 
us the People Murther, Plunder, Defame, and he
tray one another, for Money, that the Husbands 
make Merchandize of their Wives, and the Mo
thers of their Daughters, for theLucre of that Me
tal. They think it unaccountable that one Man 
thould have more than another, and that the 
Rich :lhould have more Refped: than the Poor. 
In fhort, they fay, the name of Savages which 
we beftow upon them would fit our felves bet
ter, fince there is nothing in our Adions that 
bears an appearance of Wifdom. Such as have 
been in France were continually te~zing us with 
the Faults and Diforders they obferv'd in our 
Towns, as being occafion' d by Money. 'Tis in 
vain to remonftrate to them how ufeful the Di
ftinid:on of Property is for the fupport of a So
ciety: They make aJeft of what's to be faid on 
that Head. In fine, they neither Quarrel nor 
Fight, nor Slander one another. They fcoff at 
Arts and Sciences, and laugh at the difference 
of Degrees which is obferv' d with us. They 
brapd UG for Slaves, and call us miferable Souls, 
whofe Life is not worth having, ~tlledging, That 
we degrade our {elves in fubjecting our felves to 
one Man who poffeffes the whole Power, and is 
bound by noLaw but his own Will;That we have 
continual Jars among our felves ; that our Chil
dren rebel againft their Parents J that we lmpri
fon one another, and publickly promote our own 
Deftruftion.. Beftdes, they value themfelves a
bove any thing that you can imagine, and this is 
the reafon they always give for't, That one's as 
much Mtlj/er tM another, and jince Men are 41 made 
if the fame Clay there jhoulJ b.e no Diftinliion or Su
pe1·iority among them. They· pretend that their 
contented way of Living tar furpaffes our 
Ric.hes ; That all our Siences are not fo va1u· 
~ le as the Art of leading a peacefu calm Life ; 
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to North- America. 9 That a Man is not a Man with us any farther than Riches will make him ; but among them the true Qualifications of aMan are, to run well, to hunt, to bend the Bow and manage the Fuzee , to work a Cannoo , to underftand War, to know Forrefts, to fubfift upon a little, to build Cottages, to fell Trees, and to be able to travel an hundred Leagues in ~ Wood without any Guide, or other Provifion than his Bow and Arrows. They fay, we are great Cheats in felling them b d Wares four times clearer than they are worth, by way ofExchange for their Beaver-skins : That our Fuzees are continually burfting and laming them, after they have paid fufficient Prices for them; I wHh I had time to recount the innume· rable Abfurdities they are guilty of relating to our Cuftoms, but to be particular upon that Head would be a Work of Ten or Twelve Days. 
Their Victuals are either Boild or roafted, and they lap great quantities of the Broath, both of Meat and of Fiih : They cannot bear the tafie of Salt or Spices, and wonder that we are able to live fo long as thirty Years, confidering ourWint:s, our Spices, and our Immoder;tte Ufe of Women. They dine generally Forty or Fifty in a Company, and fomti mes above Three Hundred : Two Hours before they begin they employ themfelves in Dancing, and each Man fings his Exploits,and thofe of his Anceftors ; they dance but one at a . time, while the reft are fet on the Ground, and mark the Cadence with an odd Tone,He, He, He, He ; after which every one rifes and dances in his turn. 
The W arriers attempt nothing without the Ad· vice of the Council, which is compofed of the Old Men of the Nation ; that is to fay, fuch as are above · Sixty: Before they arc a1fembled a 
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Cry er gives notice of it through all the Streets in 
the Villa,ge: Then thefe old Old Men run to a 
certain Cottage defign' d for that purpofe, where 
theyfeatthemfelvesin a Square Figure; and after 
they have weigh'd what is propos'J for the bene
fit of the Nation the Speaker goes out of the 
Cottage, and the Young Men get about hJm, and 
lifien with great attention to the Refolves of the 
Old ones, crying out at the end of every Sentence, 
That's Good., 

They have fever 1 
.All tbef~ Danur may be forts of Dances. The prin

empa.red toMinerva's Pyrrhi- cipal is that of the Calu
che. For while the S4'1htges met; the reft are the 
tfance with a Singular Gravi- Cht·er:s or Commanders 
'tJ, they humour the Cadences l~ 
of certain Songs, which Achil- Dance , the Warriers 
les·sMalitia called Hyperche- Dance , the Marriage 
mattca. I am at a lofs to iu. D d 1 D 
/f>rm you whether the Savages ance, an t 1e ance 
bad thefe So'lfgs from the Gre- of the Sacrifice. They 
cians , or the Grecians from differ from one an0~her 
the Savages. both in the Cadence and 

in the Leaps; hut 'tis 
impoffible to defcribe them, for that they have fo 
little refemblance to ours. That of the Calumet is 
the m oft grave and handfome; but they don't per· 
form that but upon certain Occafions, 'Viz. When 
Strangers pafs through their Country, or when 
their Enemies fend Ambaifadors to treat of a 
Peace. If they approach to a Village by Land, 
when they're ready to enter, they depute one of 
this Number, who advances, and proclaims, that 
he brings the Calumet of Peace ; the reft ftopping 
in the mean time, till he calls to them to come: 
Then f01ne of the Young Men n1arch out of the · 
Village, at the Gate of which they form an Oval 
Figure, and when the Strangers are come up to 
them, they dance all at a time, fanning a Second 
Oval round hitn that hears the Calumet : This 

Dance 
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Dance continues half an Hour. Then they receive the Travellers with fome Ceremony, and conduct them to a Feaft. The Ceremonies are the fame to thofe that come by Water, with this difference, that they fend a Canoo to the Foot of the Village, with the Calumet of Peace, upon its Prow, in the fuape of a Maft, and one comes from the Village to meet 'em. The Dance of War is done in a Circle, during which the Savages are feated on the Ground. He that dances moves from the Right Hand to the Left, finging in tlie ntean time the Exploits of himfelf and his Anceftors. At the end of every Memorable Ad:ion, he gives a great Stroke with a Club upon a Stake plac' d in the middle of the Circle, neaf certain Players, who belt Time upon a fort of a Kettle-Drum ; Every one rifes in his turn to fing his Song: And thii is commonly pradis'd when they go to War, or a~e come from it. 

The greateft Paliion of the Savages confifis in the Implacable Hatred they bear to their Enemies ; that is, all Nations with whom they are at Open War: They value themfelves mightily upon theirValour; infomuch that they have fcarce any regard to any thing elfe. One may fay, That they are wholly govern' d by Temperament, and their Society is perfec:t Mechanifm. They have neither Laws, Judges, nor Priefts ; they are naturally inclin'd to Gravity, which makes them very circumfpect in their Words and Attions. They obferve a certain Medium between Gayety and Melancholy. The French Air they could not away with; and there was none but the younger fort of then1 that approv'd of our Fafhions. 
I have feen Savages when they've come a great way, make no other Compliment to the Family than, I am arrh/d, I 1vijh alt of y~u a great deal of 

Honour. 
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Honour. Then they take their Pipe quietly with
out asking any Queftions : When that's done, 
they'l fay, He ark' e Friend, I am come from fuch a 
Place, I Jaw fuch a Thing, &c. When you ask a 
Queftion, their Anfwer is exceeding concife, un
lefs they are ~!embers of the Council ; . otherwife 
you'll hear 'em fay, That's Good; That fignifies 
nought; That's admirahle ; That hm Reafon in it; 
That's valiant. 

If you tell a Father of a Family that his Chil
dren have fignaliz' d themft lves againfi the Ene
my, and have took feveral Slaves, his Anfwer is 
lhort, That's Good~ without any farther Enquiry. 
If you tell him his Children are flain, he'll fay im
mediately, That fignifies nought, without asking how 
it happen'd? When aJefuit preaches to them the 
Truth of the Chriftian Rehgion, the Prophecies, 
Miracles, &t:. they return you, a That's wondeiful, 
and no more. When the .French tell them of the 
Laws of a Kingdom ; the J uftice, Manners and 
Cuftoms of the Europeans , they'll repeat you a 
hundred times, That's reafonable. If you difcourfe 
them upon an Enterprife of gre~t importance, or 
that's difficult to execute, or which requires much 
thought, they'll fay, That's Valiant, without ex
plaining themfelves, and wil1 liften to the end of 
your Difcourfe with great attention : Yet 'tis to 
be obferved , when they're with their Friends in 
private, they'll argue with as much boldnefs as 
rhofe of the Council. 'Tis very firange, that ha: 
vin~ no advantage of Education, but being dire
cted only by the Pure Light of Nature, they 
ihould be able to turnifh Matter for a Gcnterence 
which ofcen lafis above three Hours, and which 
turns upon all manner of Things; and fhould ac
quit themfelves of it fo well, that I never repen
ted the time I fpent with thefe truly Natural Phi-
lof phers. · 

When 
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. hen a Vifit is paid to a Savage, at going in you muH fay, I am come to fee fuch an one: Then Fathers, Mothers, Wives_, Children go out, or withdraw themfel ves to .an Apartment at one end of the Cottage, and be who you will, come not near you to interrupt your Converfation. The.Faihion ·s for him that is vifited, to offer you to eat, drink and fmoak ; and one may ufe an entire free. dam with them, for they don't much mind Compliments. If one means to vifit a Woman, the Ceremony's the fame; I nm come to fee foch an one; then every Body withdraws, and you tarry alone with her you come to fee; but you muft not mention any thing Amorous in the Day time, as I fuall infonn you elfe where. 
Nothing furpriz'd me more than to obferve the Quarrels between their Children at play: A little after they are warm' d, they'll tell one another, You have no Soul, You' re wicked, You' re treacherom : In the mean time their Companions who make a Ring about them, hear all quietly, without tc king one fide or t' other till they fall to play again: If by chance they come to Blows, the reil- divide themfelves into two Companies, and carry the Quarrellers hon1e. 
They are as ignorant of Geography as of other Sciences, and yet they draw the moft exact Maps imaginable of the Countries they're acquainted with, forthere's nothing wanting in them but the Longitude and Latitude of Places : They fet down the True North according to the Pole Star; The Ports, Harbours) Rivers, Creeks and Coafis, of the Lakes; theRoads,Mountains, W oods,Madhes, Meadows,&c. counting the difiances by Journeys and Half-journeys of the Warriers, and al

lowing to every Journey Five Leagues Thefe Chorog1'tlphical Maps are drawn upon theRind of your 
Birch -Tr~t; and when the Old Men hold a Coun-

cil 
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cil about War or Hunting, they're always fure to 
confuJc them. · 

The Year of the Outaouas, the Outagamis, the 
Hurans, the Sauteurs, the Ilinois, the Oumamis, and · 
feveral other Savages, confifis of Twelve-Synodi
cal Lunar-Months, with this difference, when 
Thirty Moons are fpent, they add one fupernu. 
merans Month to make it up, which they call the 
Loft Moon, and from thence begin their Account 
again , after the former Method. All thefe 
Months have very fuitable Names; for In fiance; 
What we name March, they call the Worm-Moon, 
for then theW orms quit the Hallow Chops of the 
frees where they fhelter'd themfelvesin the Win
ter. .April is call'd the Month of Plants ; May of 
Flo2JJers and fo of the others. I fay, at 
the end of thefe Thirty Month, the next that fol
lows is fupernumerary, and not counted; for Ex
ample; We'll fuppofe the Month of March to be 
the Thirtieth Lunar-Months, and confequently, 
the Lafi: of the Epocha. Next that lhould be coun
ted the Month of .April; whereas the Loft Moon 
takes place of it, and muft be over before they 
begin their Account again ; and this Month 
with the others, makes about a Year and an half. 
:Becaufe they have no Weeks, they reckon from 
the Firft till the Twenty Sixth of thefe fort of 
Months, and that contains juft that fpace of time 
which is between the firft appearance of the Moon 
at Night, till having finifh' d its Courfe, it becomes 
almoft invifible in the Morning; and this they call 
the Illumination-Month. For Inftance ; A Sa
V:lge will fay, I went away the firft of the Month of 
Sturgeons (that's Augujf), and returned the Twenty
ninth of the Month oflndian-Corn (the fame with 
our September) ; and next day, (which is the laft) 
I refted my [elf. As for the remaining three Days 
and a half of the DuuJ-Moon, during which 'tis 

impoffi-
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impoffible to be difcern' d , they give them the Name of the Naked Days. They make as little ufe of Hours as Weeks, having never got the way of making Clocks or Watches ; by the help f which little lnftrun1ents, they might divide the Natural Day into equal Parts. For this Rea{on, They are fore' d to reckon the Natural Day as well 
;tS the Night, by Quarters, Half, and Three-quarters, the Riling and the Setting-Sun, the Forenoon and the Evening. As they have a wonderful Idea of any thing that depends upon the Attention of the Mind, and attain to an Exact Know. ledge of manyThings by LongExperience: To crofs a Foreft (for Inftance) of a Hundred Leagues in a ftrait Line , without ftraying either to the Right or Left ; to follow the Tract of a Man or Beaft upon the Grafs or Leaves: So they know the Hour of the Day and Night exactly, even when it is fo cloudy, that neither Sun nor Stars appear. I impute this Talent to a fieddy command of Mind, which is not natural to any but thofe whofe Thoughts are as little diftraded as thefe Mens are. 

They are more furpriz' d to fee fome little Problemes of Geometry put in Practice, than we would be to fee Water turn' d into Win e. They tookmyGraP.hometerfor fomewhatDivine,being un
able to guefs how we could know the diftance of Places without meafuring them by Cords or Rods, without there were fome Supernatural Affiftance. Longimetry pleas· d them far more than Altim.etry, becaufe they thought it more neceifary to know the breadth of a River, than height of a Tree, &c. I remember one Day in a Village of the Outaoum at M~l]ilimakinac a Slave brought into the Cottage where I was, a foit of Veffel · made of a thick piece of 1oft W cod, which he had borrowed on purpofe in whtch 

... he 
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be pretended to preferve Mapletree-Water. All 
the Savages which faw this Veifel, fell to argu ... 
ing how much it would hold, and with that view 
call' d for a Pot:, and for Water to determine the 
matter by Nleafuring. The humor took me to 
lay with them a Wager of a Treat, that I could 
tell the Quantity of Water that would fill it bet
tel' than they. So that finding by my Compu
tation, that it held about 248 Pots, or therea
bouts, I . went to make the Tryal, and made 
them not a little wonder that it fail' d but one 
or two Pots; upon which I perfwaded them, 
that the Pots that were wanting were fuck'd up 
by the new Wood. But what was moft pleafant 

·they were continually begging me to teach them 
Stereometry, that they might make ufe of it up
on occafion : 'Twas to no purpofe to tell them 
'twas impoffihle they fhould underftand it, tho' 
there were Reafons for't that n1ight convince any 
body but Savages. They prefs'd me fo much 
to't that I could not he quiet till I was fore\\ to 
tell them, that no body could do it to Perfecti
on but the Jefuits. 

The Savages prefer your little Convex Glaffes 
of two Inches Diemeter to any others, becaufe 
they give but a faint Reprefentation of the Pim
ples and Bloches upon their Faces. I remember 
that while I was at M~ljilimakinac, one of the 
Pedlers call' d Coureurs de Bois, brought a Con
vex Gl.afs that was pretty large, and confequent· · 
ly reprefented the Face with fome Deformity. 
All the Savages that faw this Piece of Catop
tricks, thought it no lefs Miaculous than the a
waker of a Clock, or a Magical Lanthern, or 
the Spring of a Marchine. But what was moft 
Comical, there was among the reft of the SpeCta
tors a Huronefe Girl who told the Pedlar in a jo
cofe way, That if the Glafs bnd the Vertue of Mag .. 

nifying 
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nlfying the Objefls reaU7, as it did in appearance, all her Jhe Companions would give him in Exchange M many Beaver Skins m 'JPoulti make his Fortune. 

The Savages have the moft happy Memory in the World., They can carry their Memory fo far back, that when our Governors or their Deputies treated \Vith them about War, Peace or Trade, and propofed things contrary to what , was offer'd Thirty or Forty Years ago ; They reply, That the French are falfe, and change their Opinion every Hour, that 'tis fo many Years fince they faid fo and fo ; and to confirm it · bring you the Porcelain Colier that was given them at that time. You remember I acquainted you in my Seventh Letter, that the Coliers are the Symbols of Contrads, without which they conclude no Bufinefs of Moment. 
They pay an infinite Deverence to Old Age. the Son that Laughs at his Father's Advice fuall tremble before his Grandfather. In a Word, they take the Ancient Men for Oracles, and follo·w their Counfel accordingly. If a Man tell his Son 'tis time he fuould Marry," or go to the War, or the Hunting, or S~ooting ! he fuall anfwer carlefsly, That's Valiant, I thought fo. But if his Grandfather tell him fo, the Anfwer is, That's good, It Jhall be done. If by chance they kill a Partrige, a Goofe, or Duck, or catch any delicate Filh, they never fail to prefent it to their oldeft Relations. 

The Savages are wholly free from Care; they do nothing but Eat, Drink, Sleep, and ramble a ... bout in the Night when they are at their Villa ges. Having no fet Hours for Meals, they Eat ~vhen they're hungry; and commonly do it in a large Company, Feafting here and there by turns. The \V omen and Girls do me fame among then1felves, and don't adn1it an~ Men inc.o 
B b helf 
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their Company at that time. The Women Slaves 
are employed to Sow and Reap the Indian-Corn ; 
and the Men Slaves have for their Bufinefs the 
Hunting and Shooting where there is any Fa
tigue, tho' their Mafters will very often help 
.them., They have three forts of Games. Their 
Game of Counters is purely Numerical, and he 
Jhat can Add, Subftrad, Multiply and Divide 
beft by thefe Counters is the Winner. This de
pends purely upon the Mind. Another Game 
vJhich is Hazard and Chance, is perform' d with 
eight little Stones, which are Black on one fide 
and White on the other. They're put on a 
Plate which they lay on the Ground, throwing 
the little Stones up in the Air ,and if they fall fo 
as to turn up the Black fide 'tis good luck. The 
odd number wins, and eight Whites or Blacks 
wins double, but that happens but feldom. They 
have a third Plav with a Ball not unlike our 
Tennis, but the Balls are very large, and the 
Rackets refemble ours, fave that the Handle is 
at leaft three Foot long. The Savages who 
common'ly play at it in large Companies of three 
or four I undred at a time, fix two Sticks at five 
or fix Hundred P~ ces diftance from each other; 
They divide into two equal Parties, and tofs up 
he Ball about half way between the two Sticks. 

Each Partv enacavour to tofs the Ball to their 
fide ; fome run to the Ball_, and the reft keep at 
a little iHa1 ce on both fides to affift on all 
Quarters. I fine this Game is fo violent that 
h ... y tear their Skins, and break their Legs very 
ft~a in 1J riv· ng to raife the Ball. All thefe 

G:ttnes are. n1ade only or Feafts or other trifling 
Eutertainmen t ; for 'tis to be obferv' d that as 
they hate l\ioney, fo they never put 'it in the 
the Ballance, and one h ay fay, Inter eft -n nevtr 
rh:. occajion of Deb:~t s m-nong them. 

'Tis 
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'Tis not to bedenied but the Savages are a very fenfible People, and are perfectly well acquaint~ ed with the lntereft of their Nations. They are great Moralifts, efpecially when they Criticife on the Manners of the Europeans, and are mightily upon their Guard in our Company, unlefs it be with fuch as they are intimately acquainted ' with. In other Matters they are Incredulous and Obftinate to the laft degree, and are not able to diftinguifh between a Chimerical Suppo.fition and an undoubted Truth, or between a fair and a falfe Confequence, as you'l fee in the infuing Chapter, which treats of their Belief, and in which I a:ffure you you'l meet with very odd Notions, 

t}Je Belief of the Savages, anrl the O/;flacles 
of their C onverfion. 

L L the Savages are con vine' d that there 
muft be a God, becaufe they fee nothing among Material Beings that fubfifts neceffarily and by its own Nature. They prove the Exifience of a Deity by the Frame of the Univerfe, which naturally leads us to a higher and Omnipotent Being, from whence it follows, fay they, that Man was not made by chance, and that he's the Work of a Being fuperior in Wif<lom and Knowledge, which hey call the Great Spirit, or the Majler of Life, and which they Adore in the moft abffratl:ed and fpiritual manner. They deliYer their Thoughts of him thus, w.ithout any fatisfattory Definition. The Exifrence of God being infeparable from his Ef• fence, it contains every thing, it appears in every thing, ads in every thing, and gives motion 
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to every thing. In fine, all that you fee, aU that 
you can conceive, is this Divinity which fubfiits 
without 13ounds or Limits, and without Body ; 
and ought not to be reprefented under the Fi
gure of an old Man, nor of any other thing, 
let -it be never fo fine or extenfive. For this 
Reafon they Adore him in every thing they fee. 
When they fee any thing that's fine or curious, 
efpecially when they look upon the Sun or Stars, 
they cry out, 0 Great Spirit;we Jifcern thee in every 
thing. And in like manner when they reflect 
upon the meaneft Trifles they acknowledge a 
Creator under the Name of the Great Spirit or 
Mtzfter of Life. 

I forgot to tell you that the Savages liften to 
all the Jefuits Preach to them without the leaft 
Contradiction. They content themfel ves to rail 
among one another at the Sermons the Fathers 
make at Church, and if a Savage talks freely to 
a French-man he muft be fully aifur'd of his Dif
cretion and Friendfhip. I have been frequently 
much puzzled to anfwer their impertinent Oh· 
jetHons, ( for they can make no others in rela· 
cion to Religion ) but I ftill brought 1ny felf off 
by entreating them to give Ear to the Jefuits. 
To prefent you with a view of their Opinion 
I elating to the Immortality of the Soul: They all 
believe it ; but not upon the plea that 'tis one 
fimple fubftance, and that the Deftrud.ion of 
any Natural Being is accomplifh' d by the fepara
tion of its Parts; they're Strangers to that Ar
gument. All they urge,is, that if the Soul were 
~ortal, all Men ~ould be equ~lly Happy in this 
Ltfe; for God betng all Perfechon and Wifdom, 
~twould be inconfiftent with his Nature to create 
fome to be Happy and others to be Miferable. 
So they pr<?,ve the Immortality . of the Soul by 
the Hardflups of Life to which tnoft ~1en are 
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expos'd, efpecially the hefr of People, when 
they are Kill'd, Tottur'd, made Prifoners, &c. 
For they pretend, that by a Conduct fame
what ftrange to our Apprehenfion, the Almighty 
orders a certain number of Cre~tures to fuffer 
in this World, that they may he fav'd ln the 
next ; and upon that fcore they cannot en .. 
dure to hear the Chrijfians fay, Such a one has 
had the misfortune to be KiU' d, Wounded or 
made a Slave; and look upon what we call a 
Misfortune to be only fuch in Fancy and Idea, 
fince nothing comes to pafs hut by the Decrees 
of that infinitely perfect Being, whofe Conduct 
cannot be Fantaftical oc Capricious, as they falf
ly pretend we ChrifHan$ think it to be. On 
the contrary they think thofe Perfons have very 
good Fortune who are Kill'd, Burnt or taken 
Prifoners. 'Tis the great happinefs of thefe Poor, 
Blind People, that they will no~ fuffer them
tliemfelves to be inftrucred: For their Opinions 
are not in all refpeds contrary to theLight of the 
Gofpel. They believe that God for Reafons above 
our reach makes ufe ot the Sufferings of good 
People to difplay his J uftice ; and in this Point 
we cannot oppofe them, for 'tis one of the Prin .. 

· ciples of our own Religion : But when they 
alledge that we look upon theDivinity as a whim
fical fantaftick Being, are they not under the 
greateft miftake ? The firft and fupreme caufe 
muft be fuppos' d to make the wifeft choice of 
mean~ conducing to an end. If then 'tis true, 
as 'tis a Point of our Belief, that God does per
mit the Sufferings of the Innocent, 'tis our part 
to Adore hisWifdon~and not be fo arrogant as to 
Cenfure it. One ot the Savages that argued the 
Point with me, alledg' d that we reprefented th~ 
Divinity like a Man that had but a little Artl} of 
the Sea to crofs, and rather cho!e to t~ke a 

B b 3 turn 



~ 1t Some New Voyages 
turn of five or fix Hundred Leagues about. T is 
Quibble puzzled me a little : For why, fays he, 
fince God can bring Men to Eternal Happineft by re-
warding Vertue antl Merit, why does not he go that 
jhorteft way to Work ? Why does he condutf a juft 
Man_ to the Eternal Beatitude by the path of Suffer
ings ? Thus 'tis that thefe poor ~avages contra
dict themfelves, and from hence tt appears, that 
Jefte Chrift, our Lord and Mafl:er, is the only 
Author of fuch Truths as fupport themfelves, 
and contain not the leaft fhadow of ContradicH· 
on. In a Word, the fin gular madnefs of this 
unfortunate Peop1e confifts in denying their Af
fent to any thing but what's vHible and probable. 
This is the ftanding and true Principle of their 

eligion , when you confider it abftratl:edly : 
But if you ask them in particular why they A
dore God in the Sun, rather. than in a Tree or a 
Mountain; theirAnfwer is, That they choofe to 
admire the Deity in publick by pointing to the 
moft glorious thing that Nature affords. 

The J efuits ufe their utmofi Efforts to make 
them fenfihle of the Importance of Salvation. 
They explain to them the Holy Scriptures, and 
fet forth the manner by which the Law of 
Chrift Je}tH took place in the World, and the 
change that it wrought. They lay before them 
the Prophecies_, Revelations and Miracles, by 
.which our Religion is inforc' d. But the poor 
Wretches are fuch ohftinate Infidels, that all 
the Characters of Truth, Sincerity and Divinity 
that fhine throughout the Scriptures, have no 
impreffion upon them. The greateft length that 
the good Fathers can bring them to, is to acqui
efce after a Savage manner_, contrary to what 
they think. For Inftance, when the Jefuits 
Pr~ach up the Incarnation of Jefui Chrijf _, they'l 
antwer, That's Wonderful: When the .Queftion is 

put 
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put to them, whether they'l turn Chrifiians,they 
reply, that they' I confider of it. If the fecular 
Eu1 opeanJ follicit diem to come toChurch to hear 
the Word of God, they reply, 'Tu reafonable ; 
the meaning of which is, that they'l con1e ; but 
at the bottom they have no other defign in ap
proaching to the place of Wodhip, than to fnatch 
away a Pipe of Tobacco, or to Ridicule the 
good Fathers, as I intimated above : For they 
have fuch happy Memories, that I knew ten of 
my own Acquaintance that had all the Holy 
Scriptures by Heart. 

'Twill be worth your while to hear the 
thoughts of Reafon that come fron1 thofe Pea-· 
ple who pafs for Beafts amo. g us ." They main
tain, That a Man ought never to {hip himfelf 
of the Privileges of Reafon, tHat being the 
nob left Faculty with which God bath enrich' d 
hin1 ; and That forafmuch as the Religion of the 
Chriftians is not put to the teft of their Reafon, 
it cannot be hut that God ridicul' d rhem in en
joyning them t confult heir Reafon in order 
iliftinguHh Good from Evil. Upon this fcore they 
affirm that R eafcn ought not to be cont:roul'd 
by any La\v, or put under a neceffity of ap
proving what it doth not comprehend ; a d in 
fine, that what we call an Article of F aich is an 
intoxicating Potion to make R eafon ree I and 
ftagger out of ils way; fo domuch as the preten
ded Faith may fupport Lies as well as the Truth, 
if we underftand by it a readin s to belie •e 
without diving to the bottom u thin s They 
pretend that if they had a mind to ta.k in the 
Langua e of the hriftians, they might irh 
equal right rejec the Argume ts propos'd by tLe 

hriftians againil: tl ir O pinions, a .d plea 1 th. t 
their Opinions are Incomprehen11h e Myt eti ., 
and that we 01 ft ne t preten<l t fat e n the S ,
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crets of the Almighty, which are plac'd fo far 
above our weak reach. 

'Tis in vain to remooftrate to them, That 
Reafon gives only a faint and dazzling Light 
which leades thofe to a Precipice that truft to its 
Direction and Conduct: That 'tis a flave to Faith 
and ought to obey it blindly without difputing, 
jufl: as an Iroquefe Captive does his Mafter. 
'Ti» needle{s to reprefent to them, that the Holy 
Scriptures can contain nothing that's directly re
pugnant to right Reafon. They make a jeft of all 
fuch Remonftrances, for they imagine fo great a 
Contrq.diCl:ion between the Scripture and Reafon, 
that they think it impoffible for the Advocates of 
the former to avoid the receiving of very dubious 
Opinions for certain and evident Truths. Their 
Prejudice proceeds from this, that they can't oe 
con vine' d, that the Infallibility of the Scripture 
is to ~e made out by ·the Light of Reafon. The 
Word Faith is enough to choak them ; they make 
a J eft of it, and all edge that the W itings of paft 
Ages are falfe, fuppofititious and alter'd,upon the 
Plea that the Hiftories of our own times are juft. 
ly liable to the fame Cenfure. They plead, 
That a ~1an muft be a Fool who believes that 
an Omnipotent Being, continued from ali Eter
pjty, in a Hate of Inactivity, and did not think 
p[ giving being to Creatures till within thefe five 
:or fi~ Thoufand Years ; or that at that time God 
Created A dam on purpofe to have hiln tetnpted 
by an evil Spirit to e1t of an Apple, and that he 
occafion' d all the Mifery of ~is Pofterity by the 
pretended tranfmillion of his Sin. They ridi
cule tl_1·e Dialogue between Eve and the Serpent, 
alledg1ng that we affront God in fpppofing that 
he wrou2pt the Miracle of giving this Animal 
the ufe of Speech, with intenc to deftroy all the 
~umane Race. · 

To 
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~o continue their wild Remonftrances they fay, ' 'Tis a thing unheard of, that for the ex-' piation of Adam's Sin God fhould put God to ' Death to fatisfie himfelf ; That the Peace of ' the World fhould be brought about by the In-' carnation of God and his fhameful Death ; ' That his Difciples fhould be ignorant Men that ' fear' d to dye. This, they fay, is frill the more ' unaccountable, that the Sin of the firft Father ' bath done more barm than the Death of the ' latter hath done good, the Apple having in' tail' d Death on all Men, whereas the Blood of ' Jefm hath .not fav' d one half of them. They argue, ' That upon the Humanity of this God ' the Chriftians build a Religion without a Foun' dation, which is fubjett to the Changes and ' Viciffitudes of Humane Affairs. That this ' Religion being divided and fubdivided into fo ' many Setts, as thofe of the French, the Eng' lijh, &c. it can be no other than an Human ' Artifice: For had God been the Author of i , ' his Providence had prevented fuch civerfity of ' Sentiments by unambiguous Decifions. That ' if the Evangelical Law had defcended from ' Heaven it had not contain d thofe obfcure Say' ings that give rife to the Chriftian Diffenfions; ' for that God who forefees what is in the ' Womb of Futurity would have deliver'd his ' Precepts in fuch clear and precife terms as ' would leave no room for Difputes. 
' But fuppofing ( continue they ) that this ' Law defcended from Heaven, which of the ' Chriftian Setts muft we join with ? For we ' underftand fron1 an infinite number of Chrifti' ans, that in fome Communions we run the ' rifque of Damnation.' The great Article that ~hey ftickle moft at is the Incarnation vf God. They 

ex~laim ~gainft the fuppofition that the Divine 
\Vord 
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Word was fhut up for nine Months in the Bow
els of a Woman, and that the fame God came 
to t:1ke up an Earthly Body in thi§ World, and 
carry d it up to his Seat of Blifs. Nay, they car
ry the thing farther, for they rally upon the un
evennefs and inconftancy of Chrijt's Will. Tho' 
he came into the World to dye, fay they, yet it 
appears that he had no mind to it, and that he 
\Vas affi·aid to Die. If the Divinity and Huma
nity had made but one Perfon, he would not 
have needed to pray or ask for any thing ; nay, 
fuppofing tb 1t his Divine Nature had not the Af
cendant whhin him, yet he ought not to have 
fear'd Death, in regard that the lofs of a Tem
poral Life is nothing to one that is affur'd of re
viving for ever ; he knew for certain where he 
\Vas a going, and confequently ought to have 
embrac' d Death 1nore chearfully than we do, 
\Vhen We p yfon OUr fe}ves in Order tO accompa
ny our Relations to the Country of Souls. 
, They brand St. Paul for a Phantafiical Man, 
a1ledging that he contradicts himfelf every Foot, 
and Rea ~Jns very fon·ily. They Ridicule the 
C redulity of the PI in1itive Chrifiians, whom they 
look upon as fiwple and fnperftitious Creatures; 
and upon that Head take occafion to fay, That 
the Apojl!e Paul 1vould have found a great deal of 
t!ifjiculty in pofwadi·ng the People of Canada that he 
"))Jan·l"t·vifh'd t:p to the thirdHeaven.There's one place 
of Scripture above all other that they can digeft, 
viz. M /f·ny are called, but je2v chofen. 'Their Com
tnent upo 1 it is this, God hath [aid, that many 
tzre call'd but [e2v chofen. and 'JJJhat God fors mufl 
1;eeds be true. No1v, if of th1·ee Men only one be 
fn/ d~ (lntl the other tiJJO damn' t!, ·thtn the Condition of 
a Stf!g ir pnfertable to that of a Man; Ne')' ,put it up
on mz even lay, and let there be but one M~,1.n damn'd 
for 011e fz·v'd, even then the Stag hath the better of 

u. 
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it. This Objetl:ion was once put to me by the 
Rat, or the General of the Savages, when I was a 
Hunting with him. I reply' d,that we ought to in
deavour to be in the number of the Chcfr n by 
following the Law and the Precepts ofJefuoChrift. 
But my Anfwer did not fatisfie him, fc r he frill 
ran upon the great rifque of two Men dam 1' d' for 
one fav'd, and that by an immutable Decree. 
Upon that I refer' d him to the J efuits, for I 
durft not tell him, That 'twas in his own Power 
to procure his Election : If I had, he had given me lefs Quarter than he did to St. Paul; for in 
Religious Matters they always flick to Probability. This General was not fo void of good Senfe, 
hut that he could think juftly and make true Re
fled:ions upon Religious Matters ; but he was 
o prepoffefs'd with an Opinion, that the Chti-1Han Faith was contrary to Reafon_, that all the 

Attempts I made could not convince him of the 
contrary. Wh-=-n I laid before him the Revela
tions of Mofes and the Prophets, the uni verfal Confent of almoft all ~ ations in owning and 
acknowledging ]efus Chrift, the Martyrdcn1 of 
his Difciples and of the Primitive Chrifiians, 
the perpetual Succeffion of our Sacred Oracles, 
the enti ·e Deftruttion of the 'Jovifh P epublick, 
and the Deft1u6ion of Jerufalem foretold by our Saviour; he ask'd me if 1 1y Father or my Grand
father had feen ~n thefe Events_, and whether I 
was fo credulous as to take our Scriptures for 
Truth, fince the Hiftori s of Countries w it but 
t' other Day are fout d to be Fabulous. lie ad
ded, That the Faith which the Jefuits beat their 
Brains about imported no tnore than to be per
fwaded of a thing ·rhe · by feeing it with their 
Eyes, or by finding it recomn ended by clear 
and folid Proofs; That thefe fatl ers and I were 
fo far from convincing them of the truth of our 

Myfteries, 
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Myfteries, that we only cover'd their ThoughtS 
with Obfcnrity and Darknefs. 

Such, Sir, is the Obftinacy and prepoifeffion 
of this People. I flatter my felf that this fhort 
view of their Notions may divert you without 
Offence. I know that you are too well confirm' d 
and rivetted in our moft Holy Faith, to receive 
any dangerous ltnpreffion from their impious 
Advances. I aifure my felf that you will joyn 
with me in bemoaning the deplorable ftate of 
theie ignorant Wretches. Let us jointly admire 
the depth of the Divine Providence, which per
mits thofe Nations to entertain fuch an A verfion 
to our Divine Truths ; and in the mean time let 
us make the beft ufe of the undeferv' d Advan
tage we have over them. Give me leave to ac
quaint you ·with the Reftedions that thefe fame 
Savages make upon our Condutl: when they 
confine themfelves to the SubjeCt of Mora
lity. The Chrif!ians, fay they, contemn the Precepts 
if the Son of God, they make a Jefl of his Prohibiti
~ns, and doubt of the Sincerity of hio Expreffions; for 
they counter.zEl hiJ Orders 'lvithout intermif]i01z., and 
~ob him of the Worjhip which he claimJ a; hir due, 
f,y paying it to Silver, to Beaveu, anJ to their own 
Intereft. They murmur againft Heaven and him when 
tbings go croft with them ; they go about thei·r ufual 
Bu.ftnefs on fuchDays IH are Jet apm·t for Werks of Piety 
1111d Devotion, and {pend bot,; that and the other parts 
if their time in Gaming, Drinking to excefs, Fighti11g 
ant! Scolding. In.flead of Comforting their Parents they 
leave them for a Sac'i·ijice to Hunger and Mifery, and 
tJot onlj de·ride their Counfel, but wijb impatiently for 
their Death.In the Night time, aO of them, barring the 
Je(uits, roll from Houfe to Houfe to debauch the Wo
men Savages. They Murther one another e7/ery Day 
upon the Plea of !~eft or Affronts, or upon the fcot-e 
of fVomerJ ; tbey Psllage tmd Rob one another withoP..t 
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1my regard to the tyes of Blood or Friendjhip, 115 oft~n 
m they meet with an f.ipportunity of doing it with im
punity. Thq befpattcr and defame one another with 
out;·agiom Calumnies ; ana make no fcruple to lye when 
they find 'twill ferve their lnterejf. Tbe7 are not fa
tisfied with the Company of jingle Women, but de
bauch other Mens Wives; and thefe Adulterous Wo
men bring forth in the abfcence of their Husbands a 
fpuriom Ojf-fpring, that are at a lofs to know their 
Fat.bers. In fine, ( continue they ) though the 
Chriftians are fo docile m to believe the Humanity of 
God, which u the mop unreafonable Article that can 
be; yet they feem to doubt of hit Precepts, and in
ceffantly tranfgrefs them, notwithftanding they are very 
pure and reafonable. I fhould never cotne to an 
end, if I enter' d into the Particulars of their Sa ... 
vage way of Reafoning; and for that reafon 
'twill be more proper to take leave of this Sub
ject, and pafs directly to the manner of Worlhip 
which they offer to their great Spirit or God, 
call'd Kitchi Manitou. A view of that will he 
more agreeable than the tedious Series of this 
fort of Philofophy, which at the bottom is hut 
too true, and affords matter of Grief to all good 
Souls that are perfwaded of the Truth of Chri
ftianity. 

The way of Worfoip, ufed !Jy the Savages. 1 

BEfore we launch out into the particulars of 
their Wodhip, 'twill be proper to remark 

that the Savages give the name of Genim or Spirit 
to all that furpaffes their U nderftanding~ and 
proceeds from a caufe that they cannot trace. 
Some of thefe Spirits they take to he Good, and 
fome Bad ; of the former fort are the Spirit cf 
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Dreams, the Michibichi mentioned in n1y lift of, 
Animals, a Solar .f?2...uadrant, an Alarm Watch, and 
an infinity of other things that feem to them to 
be inconceivable. Of the latter fort are Thunder, 
Hail faDing upon their Corn , a great St6rm, and in 
a word every thing that tends to their Prejudice, 
and proceeds from a caufe that they are ignorant 
of. If a Ft~{ee burft either through the fault of the 
Metal, or by being v , er Loaded, and Maims a 
Man, they'll tell you there was an Evil Spirit 
lodg' d within it. If by chance the Branch of a 
Tree put out a Mans Eye, the effect is owing to 
an Evil Spirit; If a fudden guft of Wind furprifes 
;, em in a Canow about the middle of their Paifage. 
acrofs the Lakes, 'tis an Evil Spirit that difturbs 
the Air; if the dregs of any Violent Diftemper 
~·ohs a Man ofhis Reafon, 'tis an Evil Spirit that 

:Torments him. Thefe Evil Spirits they call 
· Matchi Manitous, and Gold and Silruer they lift into 

that number. f'Iow~ver, \.l~ to be obferv' d that 
they talk of thefe Spirits in a Bantering way, or 
much after the fame n1anner that our fhrewd Eu· 
ropeans rally upon Jt.1agicians and Sorcerers. 

Here I cannot forbear to repeat once more 
that the Hiftorica! .Accounts of Canada, are as 
fcarce as the Geographical Maps of that Country; 
for I never met with a true one but once,and that 
in the hands of a ,~uebecGen. eman,the Impreffion 
of \Vhich was afterwards Prohibited at Paris, but 
for what reafon I know not. I mention this with 
regard to their opinion of the Deruil; for it is 
alledg' d that the Savages are acquainted with the 
Derui!. I have read a thoufand Ridiculous Stories 
Writ by our Cle::gymen, who maintain th.at the 
Savages have conferences ~vith him, and not only 
confult him, but pay him a fort of Homage. 
Now all thefe advances are rid.culous; for in 
earneft, the Derr.;il never 2ppear'd to thefe .Ame-

ricans. 
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ricans. I ask'd an infinity of Savages whether the 
De'Vil was ever feen among ~em in the Jhape of a 
Man or any other Animal; I like wife confulted 
upon this head the ingenioufeit of their Mot nte· 
hanks or Jugglers, who are a very Comical fort 
of Fellows ( as you {hall hear anon ; ) and it 
may be reafonably prefum'd that if ever the De'Vil 
appear' d to 'en1, they had been fure to have told 
me of it. In fine, after ufing all poffible means 
for a perfect knowledg of this matter; I conclu
ded that thefe Ecclefiafticks did not underftand 
the true importance of that great word Matchi 
lVJ.anitou, (which fignifies an E'Vil Spirit, Matchi 
being the word for E'Vil and Manitou for Spirit; ) 
For by the Devil they underftand fuch things as 
are offenfive to 'em, which in our Language 

. comes near to the fignification of Misfortune , 
Fate, Unfavourable Deftiny, &c. So that in 
fpeaking of the De'Vil they do not 1nean that Evil 
Spirit that in Europe is reprefented under the fi
gure of a Man, with a long Tail and great Horns 
and 'Claws. 

The Savages never Offer SJcrifices of Living 
Creatures to the IGtchi Manitou ; for their com
mon Sacrifices upon that occafion are the Goods 
that they take from the French in exchange for 
Bea'Vers. Several perfons of good Credit have 
inform'd me, that in one day they Burnt at Mijfili
makinac Fifty Thoufand Crowns worth of fuch 
Goods. I never faw fo Expenfive a Ceremony, 
my felf: But let that be as it will, the pJrticular 
circumftances of the Sacrifice are thefe. 1 Le Air 
muft be Clear and Serene, the Weather Fair and 
Calm ; and then eve y une lJrings hL Offering 
and laies it upon the \V )C 

1 -.Pile: \V hen the U1 

mounts higher the Children ffi<lke a Ring round 
the Pile, with piecP~ of Bark Li _,ht·~d, in order to 
fet it on Fire ; and the W arriours Dance and 

Sing 
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Sing round ~em till the whole is Burnt and Con
fumed, while the Old Men n1ake their Harangues 
addrefs' d to the Kite hi Manitou , and prefent 
hin1 from time to time with Pipes of 'fobacco 
Lighted at the Sun. Thefe Dances, Songs and 
Harangues laft till Sun fet, only they allow them
felves fome intervals of Reft_, in which they fit 
down and Smoak at their Eafe. 

It remains only (before I make an end of this 
Chapter) to repeat the very Words of their Ha
rangues pronounc' d by the Old Fellows, and of 
the Songs fung by the Warriors : ' Great Spirit, 
' Mafier of our Lives; Great Spirit, Mafl:er of all 
'Things both Vifible and Invifihle; GreatSpirit,Ma
' fter of other Spirits, whether good or Evil; 
~command the Good Spirits to favour thy Chil
e clren, theOutaoutU, &c. Command the Evil Spi· 
' rits to keep at a difl:ance from 'em. 0 Great 
c Spirit, keep up the Strength and Courage of 
' our Warriors, that they may be able to ftern the 
' fury of our Enemies : Preferve the Old Perfons, 
'whofe Bodies are not quite wafted, that they 
'may give Counfel to the Young. Preferve our 
'Children, enlarge their Number, deliver 'em 
' from Evil Spirits, to the end that in our oldAge 
'they may prove our Support and Comfort; pre
c ferve our Harveft and ourBeafts, if thou mean'ft 
'that we lhould not die for Hunger: Take care 
' of our Villages , and guard our Huntfmen in 
c their Hunting Adventures. Deliver us from all 
c Fatal Surprizes, when thou ceafeft to vouchfafe 
' us the Light of the Sun, which fpeaks thy Gran· 
' deur and Power. Acquaint us by the Spirit 
~ of Dreams, with what thy Pleafure requires of 
'us, or prohibits us to do. When it pleafes thee 
' to put a Period to our Lives,fend us to the great 
' Countrey of Souls, where we may meet with 
~ thofe of our Fathers, our Mothers, our Wives, 

'our 
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' our Ghildren, and our other Relations. 0 Great 
·.Spirit, Great Spirit, hear the Voice of the Nati
' on, give ear to all thy Children, and remember 
' them ac all times. 

As for the 5ongs which the Warriors fing tiit 
Sun fet, they are to this purpofe : '"Take heart, 
' the Great Spirit vouchfafes fuch a Glorious Sun; 
' Cheer up my Brethren : How great are his 
' Works ! How fine is t}le Day ! this Great Spirit 
'is all Goodnefs; 'tis he that fets all the Springs in 
' motion; he ruleth over all: He is pleas' d to hear 
'us ; Let us cheer up my Brethren, we lhall fub
' due our Enemies : Oilr Fields fuall bear Corn; 
' our Hunting fhall fucceed well ; we lhalf all of 
'us keep our Health ; the Old Perfons lhall re .. 
' joice , the Children lhall increafe, and the Na
' tion lhall profper. But now the Great Spirit 
'leaves us, his Sun withdraws, he has feen the 
'Outaoum,&c. 'Tis done, ay, 'tis done ; the Great 

· 'Spiritis fatisfied; my Brethren let us pluck up a 
' good heart. 

\Ve muft remark , that the Women like wife 
makeAddre:ifes to him, and that commonly when 
the Sun rifes; upon which Occafion they prefent 
and hold up their Children to that Luminary. 
When the Sun is almoft down, theW arriors march 
out of the Village, to dance the Dance of the . 
Great Spirit. But after all, there is no Day or 
Time fix' d for thefe Sacrifices, no more than for 
the Particular Dances. 

cc 
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An Account of the .Amours and Marriages of the 
Savages .. 

Could recount a tboufand Curious Things re~ 
lacing to the Courtlhip, anti the way of Mar~ 

rying among the Savages ; but the Relation of 
fo many articulars, would be too tedious ; for 
which Reafon I fhall only confine my felf to what 
is moft effential to that Subjed. 

t tnay be jufi:ly faid, That the Men are as cold 
and indifferent as the Girls are paffionate ana 
warm. The former love nothing but War and 
Hunting, and their utmoft Ambition reaches no 
farther. hen they are at home, and have no
thing to do, they run with the Match; that is, 
they are Night-walkers. The Young Men do 
not marry till they are Thirty Years of Age, for 
they pretend that the Enjoyment of Women does 
fo enervate 'em,that they have not the fame mea
fure of Strength to undergo great Fatigues, and 
that their Hams are too weak for long Marches, 
or quick Purfuits : In puduance of this Thought, 
'tis alledged, That thofe who have married, or 
firoled in the Nights too often, are taken by the 
Iroquefe, by reafon of theW eaknefs of their I.;imbs, 

• and the decay of their Vigour. But after all, we 
1nuft not imagine that they live chafte till that 
Age ; for they pretend that Exceffive Conti
nence occafions Vapours, Diforders of the Kid· 
neys, and a Suppreffion of Urine; fo that 'tis ne· 
ceifary for their Health to have a Run once a 
Week. 

If the Savages were capable of being fubjeCled 
to the Empire of Love, they muft: needs have an 
Extraordinary Command of thetnfel ves to difguife 

the 
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the Juft Jealoufie they might have of their Mi 
ftreffes, and at the fame time to carry it fair with 
their Rivals. I know the Humour of the Savages 
better than a great many H:ench People that have 
liv'd among 'em all their Life-time; for I fiudy'd 
their Cuftoms fo narrowly and exactly, that all 
their Conduct of Life is as perfectly well known 
to me, as if I had been an1ong 'em all my Life
time: And 'tis thisExacr Knowledge that prompts 
me to fay, That they are altogether Strangers to 
that Blind Fury which we caB Love. They con"' 
tent themfelves with a Tender Friend/hip, that is 
not liable to all the Extravagancies that the Paf
.fion of Love raifes in fuch Breafts as harbour it: 
In a word, they live with fuch Tranquility, that 
one may call their Love Simple Goodwill, and 
their Difcretion upon that Head is unimaginable. 
Their Friendfhip is firm, but free of Tranfport ; 
for they are very careful in preferving the Liberty 
and Freedom of their Heart1 which they look up
on as the moft valuable Treafure upon Earth : 
From whence I conclude that they are not alto ... 
gether fo favage as we are. 

The Savages never quarrel among themfelves, 
neither do they reproach or affront one another ; 
One man among them is as good as another, for 
all are upon the fame Level. They have noDifor
ders occafion' d by a Girl or a Wife, for the W o
men are Wife, and fo are their Husbands: The 
Girls indeed are a little foolifh, and the Young 
Men pl~y the fool with them not unfrequently: · 
But then you muft confider that a Young Woman 
is allow' d to do what fue pleafes ; let her Con
duct be what it will, neither Father nor Mother, 
Brother nor Sifter can pretend to controul her. 
A Young Woman, fay they, is Mafter of her 
own Body, and by her Natural Right of Liberty 
is free to do what fhe pleafes. But on the other 

Cc 2 hand 



. 3 6 S onze N_ew Voyages 
hand the Married Women being allow' d the Pri
viledge of quitting their Husbands when they 
pleafe, had'as good be dead as be guilty of Adul
tery. In like manner, the Husbands being enti
tuled to the fan1e Priviledge, would look upon 
themfelves as infamous, if they were faithlefs to 
their Wives. 

Nothing of Intrigue orCourdhip muft be men
tion, d to the Savage Ladies in the Day time, for 
they will not hear it ; they'll tell you the Night
Jime is the ·m oft proper feafon for that; infomuch 
that if a Youth lhould by chance accoaH: a Girl 
in the Day-time,after this manner, I love thee more 
than the Light of the Sun (fu.ch is their Phrafe) lift
en to what I fay, &c. lhe would give hin1 fome Af
front, and withdraw. This is a general Rule, 
that whoever defigns to win the Affettion of a 
Girl, muft fpeak to her in the Day-time, of things 
that lie remote from the Intrigues of Love. One 
may converfe with them privately as long as he 
will_, and talk of a thoufand Adventures that hap
pen every 1ninute_, upon which they n1ake their 
Replies very pleafantly; for you cannot imagine 
what a Gay andJovial Temper they are of; they 
are very apt to laugh, and that with a very engag
ing Air. 'Tis at thefe Private Interviews that 
theSavagesfmell out theY oungWomensThoughts; 
for though the Subject of their Difcourfe is of an 
Indifferent Strain, yet they talk over nicer Sub
jects in the Language of their Eyes. After a 
Young Man has paid two or three Vifits to his Mi
ftrefs, and fancies that fhe has look'd upon him 
Vvith a favourable Eye , he takes the follow· 
ing Courfe to know the Truth of the Mat
ter. 

You mufi: take notice, that foraftnuch as the Sa
vages are Strangers to Meum and Tuum, to Superi
ority and Subordination; and live in a State of 

Equality 
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Equality purfuant to the Principles of Nature; 
they are under no apprehenfion of Robbers or Se
cret Enemies, fo that their Huts are open Night 
and Day. You muft know farther, that Two 
Hours after Sun-fet, the Old Superannuated Per
fons, or the Slaves (who never lie in their Ma
fters Huts) take care to cover up the Fire before 
they go. 'Tis then that the Young Savage comes 
well wrlpt up to his Miftrefs 's Hut, and lights 
a fort of a Match at the Fire ; after which he 
opens the Door of his Miftreffes Apartment, and 
makes up to her Bed :If lhe blows out the Light, 
he lies down by her; but if lhe pulls her Cover
ing over her Face, he retires ; that being a Sign 
that fue will not receive him. TheYoungWomen 
drink the Juice of certain Roots, which prevents 
their Conception, or kills the Fruit of theW omb; 
for if a Girl proYes with Child, fhe'll never get'a 
Husband. They'll fuffer any body to fit upon the 
foot of their Bed, only to have a little Chat; and 
if another comes an hour after, that they like, 
they do not ftand to grant him their laft Favours. 
As to this Cuftom, which indeed is fingular, the 
m oft fenfible Savages gave this Reafon for it, Th~t 
they will not depend upon their Lovers, but re
move all ground of Sufpicion both fi·om the ona. 
and the other, that fo they may act as they 
pleafe. 

The Savage Women like the French better than 
their own Countreymen, by reafon that the for
mer are more prodigal of their Vigour, and mind .. 
a Woman's Bufinefs more clofely. In the mean 
time the Jefuits ufe all Efforts to prevent their 
keeping Company with the French: They ha\re 
Superannuated Fellows placed in all the l-Iuts, 
who, like Faithful Spies, ~~ ive an Account of all 
that they fee or hear. The French who have the 
Misfortune to be difcover'd, are publickly n~m'd 
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in the Pulpit, complain'd of to the BHhop and the 
Governor General, excommunicated, and treated 
e1s Tranfgreffors of the Law : But after all theAr:
tifices and Oppofition of the GoodFathers, a great 
many Intrigues are carried on in the Villages, that 
they know nothing of. The Je{uits never offer 
to check theY oung Savages for keeping company 
with Girls ; for if they offer' d to cenfure their 
Condutt,and ufe 'em with the fame liberty as they 
do the Fre1~eh, they would tell 'em roundly, that 
they're forry the Fathers have a 1nind to their Mi· 
ftreifes. This was the Anf wer that a Young Hu. 
ron fpoke aloud one day in the Church, when a 
Jefuit addrelling himfelf to him, was preaching 
down the Night-Rambles of the Savages with an 
Apoftolical Freedom. 

This People cannot ·conceive that the Europe· 
ans, who value themfelves upon their Senfe and 
Knowledge,lhould be fo blind and fo ignorant as 
not to know thatMarriage in thek way is a fource 
of Trouble and Uneafinefs. To be ingag'd for 
one's Life time, to them is matter of Wonder 
and Surprife. They look upon it as a monftrous 
thing to be tied one to another without any 
hopes of being able to untie or break the Knot, 
ln fine, in fpite of all the Reafons and Argu· 
ments that that Subjed: affords, they lay down 
this for a firm and unmoveable Truth, that we 
Eropeans are born in Slavery,and deferve no other 
Condition than that of Servitude. 

In our Country, their ftate of Marriage would 
he juftly look' d upon as a Criminal way of 
Converfation. A Savage ( for Inftance ) that 
has fignalis' d himfelf feveral times in the Field, 
~nd acquir'd the Reputation of a brave \Varrior, 
hath a mind to Marry by the means of a Con· 
tratl:,or rath:r a .Le~fe of Thir·-y Years, with the 
hopes of feetng 1n his old A.ge a Family defcen· 

. · ded 
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~n e of himfelf, that {hall provide for him. This 
i~ Hero looks out for an agreeable Girle, and after 
tnt.l he and lhe have fettled the matter, they reveal 
a ~ their Defign to their Relations, who at he fame 

time cannot oppofe it, but are ob i 'd to con-_ 
fent,and to affift at the Ceremony. They meet to
ge her in ~he Hut of the ancienteft Relation or 
Paren, where a Feaft is prepar'd on a Day fix'd 
for that purpofe. Upon fuch Occafions the Com
pany is very numerou , and the Table is cover' d 
with all manner of Dainties in a very prodigal 
manner; and thofe who affift at the Feftival, 
Dance and Sing, and perform the other Diverfi
ons of the Country. After the F eafting and 
Merry-making is over, ll the elations of the 
Bridegroom retire, excepting four of the old eft, 
after which the Bride, accompany' d with four o 
her ancienteft Female Relations, appears at one 
of the Doors of the Hutl and is receiv' d by the 
moft decrepit Man of the Bridegroom's Compa
ny, who conducts her to the Bridegroom at a 
certain place, where the two Parties ftand up· 
right upon a fine Mat, holding a Rod between 
them, while the old Men pronounce feme fhort 
Harangues. In this Pofture do the two married 
Perfons 1-Iarangue one after another, and Dance 
together, finging all the while, and holding the 

od in their Hands, which they afterwards break 
into as many pieces as there are Witneffes to the 
Ceremony, in order to be diftributed among 
them. This done, the Bride is recondutted ou 
of the Hut, where the young Women ftay for: 
her to accompany her to her Father's Apartment, 
and the Bridegroom or married Man is oblig' d 
to go there to find. her when he has a mind to 
her Company, till fuch time as fhe brings fortfi 
a Child ; then, indeed, fhe conveys her Cl oaths 
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to her Husbands Apartment, and continues with 
him till the Marriage is diffolv' d. 

'Tis allowable both for the Man and the Wo
man to part when they pleafe. Commonly they 
give one another eight Days. ~ arning ~ fame
times they offer ]3..eafons to J ufhfie thetr Con
duct · but for the moft part the ufual Plea is, that 
they"' are fick and out of order,and that Repofe is 
more proper for them than the fatigue of a rnarri. 
ed Life. Then the little pieces of the Rod that 
were diftributed among the Relations of the 
married Perfons_, are brought into that Hut in 
which the Marriage was SG>lemniz' d., and burnt 
in their Prefence. You muft obferve that this 
Separation is accomplith' d without any Difpute 
or Quarrel. Both the Men and the Women 
thus unmarried may be marry' d again to whom 
they pleafe : But coqunonly they lie bye three or 
fix Months before they confumtnate their fecond 
Marriage. When this Separation happens the 
Children are divided equally between them, for 
the Cl)ildren are the Treafure of the Savages. 
If the(r number be odd the Woman bath the 
better half. 

Though they are at their liberty to change,yet 
there are f~veral Savages that live all their Life 
time with one Woman. I gave you to know 
above_, that during the whole courfe of their 
married State they maintain an inviolable Fideli
ty to one another: But_, which is yet more E· 
difying, a~ foon as the Woman is declar'd to be 
\Vith Child, both fhe and her Bedfellow abftain 
from Enjoyment, and obferve an exact coutie of 
Continence from thence to the thirtieth Day 
after her Childbirth. When a Woman is ready 
to lye in, fhe withdraws to a certain Hut allotted 
for tt"lat ufe, being attended by her fhe Slaves, 
who ferve and affift her as far as rhey can. In 

fine, 
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fine, the· Female Sex in this Cocntry deliver 
themfelves without the affiftance of Midwives . 
for they bring forth their Children wjrh a facili~ 
ty that the· European Women can fcarce have any 
Notion of, and they never lye in above two or 
three Days,. They ohferve a fort of Purificati
on for thirty Days if the Child be a Boy, and 
for forty if it be a Girle, and till that time is 
expir' d they do not return to their Husband's 
Apartment. 

As foon as their Children come into the 
World they dip the~ in warm Water up to the 
Chin, after which they fwathe them down upon 
little Boards or Planks ftuffed with Cotton, where 
they lye upon their Backs, as I infinuated under 
the Head of the Habit, Houfes, &c. of the Sarva
ges. They never make ufe of Nurfes unlefs it be 
when the Mothers are out of order, and they 
never wean their Children, but fuckle then1 fo 
long as they have Milk, with which indeed they 
are very plentifully provided. 

The Women have no opportunity ofMarriage 
after the Fiftieth Year of their Age ; for the 
Men of the like Age alledge, that fince they 
cannot then bear Children, 'twould be a piece 
of Folly to meddle with them ; and the youn.g 
Sparks affirm, that their wither'd Beauty has 
not force enough to Charn1 thern_,at a titne when 
there is no fcarcity of Buxfome young Girles. 
In this Diftrefs, when the young lv!en will not 
ufe them as Miftreffes, and Men of riper Years 
refufe them for Wives, if their Complexion be 
any thing Amorous, they are fore' d to adopt 
fome Prifoner of War that is prefented them) in 
order to anfwer their pref!ing NGceilities. :'< 

When the Husband or Wite com.es to dye, the 
Widowhood does not laft above ~x Months ; 
and if in that fpace of time the 'Vidow or \Vi· 

dower 
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dower dreams of tl\eir decea!' d ed~llow ~ th y. 
Poyfon th mfelves in eold Blood wi~h all tho 
Contentment imaginable ; and at the fame time 
fing a fort of ~une that one may fafe'ly fay pro .. 
£eeds from the Heart. But if the furviving Par. 
ty dreams hut onee ()f the Deceafed~ they fay, 
that the Spirit of Dreams was not fuFe that tho 
dead Perfon was uneafie in the Country of Souls, 
forafmuch as he only pafs' d by without return
ing, and for that rea.fon they think they are not 
oblig'd to go keep him Cempany. 

Thefe Savag~s are uncapahle ofJealoufy; that 
is a Paffion they know nothing of. They jeer 
the Europeans npon that head ; and brand a 
man's diihuft of his Wife, fer a piGee of manifeft 
Folly; as if, fay they,we were not certain that 'tis 
impoffible for fo weak aa Animal to he true to 
its protnifes. To purfue their fallacious way of 
arguing , they alledge that fufpicion is only a 
doubt, and that to doubt of what one fees is an 
argument of Blindnefs and Folly; and in fine, 
that 'tis impoffible~but that the conftraint and per
petuity that attends our Marriages, or the bait of 
:Gold and Silver, fhould oblige a Won1an when 
Cloy'd with one and the farne Husband, to whet 
her Appetite in theEmhr:1ces of another Man. I a!ll 
fully convinced that a Savage would chufe rather 
to fuffer Mutilation than to Embrace his Neigh· 
hours Wife. Nor is the Chaftity of the the Sava
ges lefs nice, for l do not believe that in the fpace 
of Fifty Years there has been one Inftance among 
-'en1 of the lnvafion of another Man's Bed. 'Tis 
true the French, being uncapahle to diftinguilh 
between the Married and Unmarried Women, 
fometimes m2ke their Addrefs to the former, 
\vhen they find them alone in rhe Woods, or 
when they walk out into the Fields; but upon 
fuch occafions t.1ey always receive this Anfwer; 

Th8 



to North-America.' 4 f 
~ 7he Fiend which is bifore mine Eyes hinders me to fee 

ll i thee. 
t tJ The Savages go always by the Mothers Name. 
~: To make this plain by an example: the Leader 
~~ of the Nation of Hurons, who is called Saftaretji, 
~~ ' being Married to a Daughter of another HuroN 

Family, by whom he has feveral Children, that 
General's Name is extinct at his Death, for that 
his Children affume the Name of the Mother; 
Now, it may be ask'd how the Name of Saftaretft 
has been kept up for the fpace of Seven or 
Eight Hundred Years among that People, and jj 
likely to continue to future Ages ? But the Que
ftion is eafily Anfwered, if we confider, that the 
Siller of this Saftaretji being Married to another 
Savage, whom we fuall call .Adario, the Children 
Springing from that Marriage, will he called Sa
ftaretji after the !\.1other, and not Adario after this 
Father. When I asked them the Reafon of the 
Cuftom_, they re_plyed, that the ChHdren having 
received their Soul fi-om their Father, and their 
Body from their Mother, 'twas but reafonable 
that the Maternial Name iliould be Perpetuated. 
I reprefented to them I do not know how often; 
that God alone was the only Creator of Souls, , 
and that it was more reafonable to derive the 
original of that Cuilom from the certainty that 
they had of the Mother beyond that of the 
Father; hut they poffitively affinn ed that this 
reafon was ahfurd, without offering any proof. 

When a Woman ha-s loft a I-Iusband that leaves 
Brothers who are Batchelours, one of thefe Mar
ries the Widow Six Months after his Death. T he 
fame is the Cafe with the Sifters of a Wife ; for 
when a Married \V oman Dies,commonly ne of 
the Sifters fupplies her place. But you muft take 
notice that this Cuftom is only obfervcd by the 
Savages that pretend to be \I7ifcr than th -·i r 
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Neighbours. Some Savages continue Batchelours 
to thf!ir Dying day, and never appear either at 
Hunting or in Warlike Expedition~, as being either 
Lunatick or Sickly : But at the fame time they are 
as much efteem' d as the Braveft and Hail eft Men 
in the c:ountry' or at leaft if they rally upon 'em, 
'ris never done where they are prefent. Among 
the Illinefe there are feveral Hermaphrodites, who 
go\ in a Womans Habit, but frequent the Corn .. 
pany of both Sexes. Thefe IOinefe are ftrangely 
given to Sodomy, as well as the other Savages 
that live near the River Miffiftf'! • 

. This, Sir, is all that I could learn of the way 
of Marriage and the Amours of the Americans; 
who are fo far fi·om giving a full loofe to their 
Venerial Appetite, that they always atl: with a 
command over themfelves, being very n1oderate 
in their Adventures with Women, whom they 
make ufe of only for the Propagation of their 
Families and the Prefervation of their Health. 
Their Conduct upon this Head may ferve for a 
juft Reprimand to the Europeans. . 

I obferv' d before, that if once a Girle pro res 
with Child,fi1e never gets a Husband;· but I ought 
to have added that fome young Women will not 
hear of a Husband, through a principle of De
bauchery. That fort of Women are call' d Ickoue 
ne KioujJa, i. e. Hunti11g Women : for they rcom
monly accompany the I-Iuntfmen in their Diver
fions. To jufiify their Conduct, they alledge 
that they find themfelves to be of too indifferent 
a t~mper to brook the Conjugal yoak, to be too 
carelefs for the bringing up of Children, and too 
impdtient to bear the palling of the whole Win
ter in the Vi1lagcs. Thus it is, that they cover 
:1nd difguife their Lewdnefs. Their Parents or 
Relations dare not cenfure their Vicious Conduct; 
on the contrary they feem to approve of it, in 
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eclaring, as I faid before, that their Daughter5 

have the command of their own Bodies and may 
aifpofe of their Perfons as they think fit ; they 
being at their liberty to do wh.at they pleafe. In 
lliort, the Children of thefe Common Women 
are accounted a Lawful Iffue, and intitled to all 
the Privileges of other Children ; ahateing for 
one thing, namely, that the noted \Varriours or 
Counfellours will not accept of'en1 for theirSons 
in Law, ana that they cannot enter into Alliance 
with certain Ancient Families; though at the 
fame time thefe Families are not poifeffea of any 
peculiar Right or Preheminence. The Jefoits 
do their urmoft to prevent the Lewd Pra&ices of 
thefe Whdres, by Preaching to their Parents that 
their Indulgence is very difagreeable to the Great 
Spirit, that they muft anfwer before God for 
not confineing their Children to the meafures of 
Contintncy and Chaftiry, and that a Fire is 
Kindled in the other World to Torment 'em 
for ever, unlefs they take more care to correct 
Vice. 

To fuch Remonftrances the Men reply, Thai's 
Admirnble; and theW omen ufually tell the Good 
Fathers in a deriding way, That if their ThreatJ be 
well grounded, the Mountains of the other World mu) 
confift of the .Ajhes of SoulJ'. 

A P'iew of the Difea{es and Remedies of the 
Savages. 

T HE Sa'Vages are a rohufl: and vigorous fort 
of People, of a Sanguine Temperament, 

and an admirable Complexion. They are un-
. acquainted with a great many Difeafes that afflict 

. the 
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the Europeans, fuch as the Gout, Gravel, 1Jropjj, 
&c. Their Health is firm, notwithflanding that 
they ufe no precaution to preferve it; for on the 
contrary one would think that they weaken them .. 
felves by the Violent Exercifes of Dancing, Hun
ting, and Warlike-Expeditions, in which they 
have frequent returns of Heats and Colds in one 
day, which in Europe would occafion a Mortal Di
fiemper. Sometimes indeed they are feiz'd with 
Plurifies, but thefe are as unfrequent as they are 
mortal; for this is the onlyDiftemper that all their 
Remedies cannot conquer. fhe Sma/l-P(Jx are as 
common in the N()rth of Canada, as the Great-Pox 
are to the Southward: in the Winter time theSma/1. 
Pox is very dangerous, by r.eaf<?n of the difficulty 
of refpiration; hut notwithftanding that 'tismor
ta.l, the Savages matter it fo little, that when 'tis 
upon 'em, they walk about from Hut to Hut, if 
they are able; or if they have not ftrength tq 
walk, are carried about by their Slaves. In the 
llline(e Country, and near the Mijji{ipi, theVenerenl 
Di.ftemper is very common. I remember, that in 
the Interview had with the Akanfas upon th;lt 
great River, at the Mouth of the MijJoHris (as I 
faid in my Sixteenth Letter) I faw a Savage, who 
uncovering himfelf, fuew'd n1e part of his Body, 
that was ready to fall off, through Rottennefs; at 
that time he was hufy' d in boiling Roots, and af
ter I had ask' d him the ufe of' em, he gave me to 
tmderftand by his Interpreter, that he hop' d to be 
cur' d in a ~1onths time J by drinking the Juice of 
thefe Roots, and eating conftantly the Broth or 
Decoction of Meat and Fifh. 

Brandy makes a terrible havock among thePeo· 
-ple of Canada, for thofe \Vho drink it are much 
tnore nutnerous than thofe who have the power 
!O ahftain from it. That Liquor, which of it felf 
ts murdering ftuff, and which is brew'd and adul-
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t~rated before 'tis imported into this Countrey, 
fweeps off men fo £ ft, that one who has n.ot fee.n 
the fatal effefu of it can fcarce credit 'em : lt ex
tinguilhcs their Natural Heat, an<l throws almoft 
U of'em into that Languifh"ng Difor<ler, which 

we call a Co1'fomption : They look pal~ livid and 
ghaftly like Skeletons. Their Feafts are the bane 

nd entire ruine of their Stomacks, as being no
thing but plentiful Entertainments, at which they 
value themfelves- opon leaving nothing. They 
pretend, that by vertue of their dri ,king great 
quantities ofWater and Broth, they digeft their 
Victuals with greater Facility than the Eur()peans, 
who load their Stomacks with Wine and other Li
quors, that produce Crudities. 

The Sav~es are not at .all alarm' d by Sicknefs; 
for they fear Death much lefs than the Pain and 

uration of their Illnefs. When they are fick, 
they only drink Broth, and eat fparingly ; and if 
they have the good luck to fall afleep, they think 
themfelves cur'd: They have told me frequently, 
that fleeping and fweating would cure the moft 
ftubborn Difeafes in the World. When they are 
fo eak that t ey cannot get out of Bed, their Re
lations come and ~ance nd make merry before 
'em, in ord r to divert 'em. To conclu<le,when 
they are ill, they are always vifited by a fort of 
Quacks, ( .rongleurs); of whom 'twill now be 
proper to fubjoin two or three Words by the 

. bye. · 
AJongf.ear is a fort of Pbyficum,or rather a .§}__H11ck, 

. ~1 o being once <:ur' d of fome dangerous Difiern
per, has th Prefumption and Folly to fancy that 
he is i mortal, and poffeifoo of the Power of cu· 
ing all Difeafes, by fpeaking to the Good and 

Evil Spirits. Now though every Body rallies up .. 
on thefe Fellows when they are abfent, and looks 
upon 'etn as Fools that have loft tlreir S~nfei by 

fome 
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fome violent Diftemp~r, yet they allow 'en1 to vi.a 
fit the Sick ; whether it he to divert 'em with their 
dle Stories, or to have an Opportunity of feeing 

them rave, skip about, cry, houl, and make Grim
aces and Wry Faces, as if they were poffefs'd.When 
all the Buftle is over, they demand a Feaft of a 
Stag and fome large Trouts for the Company, 
who are thus regal'd at once with Diverfion and 
Good Cheer. 

When the Quack comes to vifit the Patient, he 
examines him very carefully ; If the E'tlil Spirit be 
here_, fays he, we Jhall quickly diflodge him. This faid_, 
he withdraws by himfelf to a little Tent made on 
pt,trpofe, where he dances and fings hauling like 
an Owl; (which gives the Jefuits Occafion to fay, 
That the De'tlil converfes 'Jvith 'em.) After he has 
made an end of this Quack Jargon, he comes and 
rubs the Patient in fome part of his Body, and 
pulling fome little Bones out of his Mouth, ac· 
quaints the Patient, That thefe very Bones came out of 
his Body; that he ought to ple1ck up a good heart, it~ re-

. garcl that hu Diftemper is but a Trifle; and in fine,that 
in order to accelerate the Cure, 'twill be covvcnient to 
fend hir own and hu Relations Slaves to Jhoot· Elks, Deer, 
&c. to the end they may atl eat of that fort of 
Meat, upon 1vhich hit Cure does abfolutelJ de
pend • 
. Commonly thefeQuacks bring 'em fomeJuic~s 
of Plants, which are a fort of Purges, and are 
called Maskikik. But the Patients choofe to keep 
them by 'em rather than to drink them ; for they 
think all Purgatives inftatne the~Iafs of theBlood, 
and weaken the Veins and Arteries by their vio
lent Shocks. All their Cure confifts in f weating 
well, in drinking Broth, in keeping themfelves 
very warm, in fleeping if they can, and in drink
ing the Lake-water or Spring-'.vater, in the Pa
roxyfms of Fett'ers, as well as in other Diftem
pers. The 
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Tney cannot conceive how we come to be 

fuch Fools as to make ufe of Vomits; for when 
ever they fee a French-man take down fuch a 
violent Remedy , they cannot forbear faying 
that he fwaJlows an Iroquefe. They plead, that 
this fort of Remedy lhakes the whole Machine, 
and makes terrible Efforts upon all the inward 
Parts. But they are yet more aftonifh'd at our 
cuftom of Bleeding; For, fay they, the Blood be· 
ing the Taper of Life, we have more occafion to pour it 
i11 than to take out, confidering . that Life ]inks when 
its Principal Caufe is mov'J ~~;from whence 'tM a 
Natural ConfeiJuence, that after lofl of Blood Nature 

' aE/s but feebly and heavily, the lntrai/1 llre orverheat
ed, and aU the Parts are dry' J, which gives rife to all 
the 'Difeafes that ajfliCf the Europeans. 

The Savages are never eight Days together 
Without Sweating, whether ~hey he well or bad; 
only they obferve this difference, that when 
they . are perfectly well they throw themfeives 
while the fweating moifture is yet upon them, 
ihtb the River in Summer, and into the Snow 
in Winter; whereas when they are out of or .. 
der they go immediately into a warm Bed. Five 
or fix Savages may fweat conveniently iri the 
place allotted for that ufe,which is a fort ofOven 
or Stoye cover' d with Mats.,Skins,&c. In the mid
dle of this Bagnio there ftands a Difh or Porrin
ger full of burning Brandy, or of great red hot 
Stones, which .occafions fuch a piercing heat, 
that in the twinkling of ,an Eye they fweat pro
digioufiy: They never make ufe of hot Baths 
and Glyft:ers, unlefs it be when they are over per 
fwaded by the Jefuits and our Phyficians. 

I remember, that in a Conference I had one 
Day with a Savage, the Barbarian faid with a 
great deal of Senfe, That a good Air, good Water, 
~tnd Contentment of l'rfind cor~ld 11ot i?Jrleed k.eep 
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· Man's Life from coming to an enJ., but that at leaft 
it muft be own'd, that the(e Advantages contribute in 
11 great meafure to make a Man run through ~he courfe 
of his Life . without being fln{ib!e of_ any_ Difortler or 
Inconveniency. They make a J eft of the Irnpa .. 
tience of the Europeans, who would be cur'd as 
foon as they are fick. They alledge that our 
fear of Death, occafion' d by the invafion of the 
Ieaft Feaver, does fo inflame and fortifie the Di
feafe, that oftentimes we fall a Sacrifice to Fear 
it felf; whereas if we look' d upon our Illnefs as 
a Triffle as well as Death, and kept our Bed 
with Patience and a good Heart, without offer
ing Violence to Nature , by cramming down 
Drugs and Medicines, the good old Dame 
would not fail to Comfort and Refrefu us by 
degrees; 

The Savages are always againft the making ufe 
of our Surgeons and Phyficians. They affirm,that 
all mixtures of Drugs are Poyfon that deftroys 
Natural Heat, and confumes the Breaft; and 
that Glyfters are only proper for the Europeans, 
though after all they fometimes make ufe of 
them, when the French refort to their Villages; 
They are of the Opinion, that the obferving of 
a Diet heats the Blood, and that 'tis of dange· 
rous Cofequence to baulk the Appetite as to 
what it craves, provided the Aliment bath a 
good Juice. The Meat that they eat is little 
more than half done ; but their Fifh is always 
over boyl'd. They never touch Sallade, upon 
the Plea that all cold Herbs oblige the Sto· 
mach to hard labour. 

There's no Wound or Diflocation that they 
cannot cure with the Simples or Plants, whofe 
Vertues they are well acquainted with · and, 
which indeed is fingular, their Wounds 'never 
run to a Gangrene. But after all, this is not to 
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be imputed to thefe Herbs, nor to the Air of 
the Country, but to their hail Confiitution;; 
for notwithftanding the ufe of thefe very Reme
dies a Gangrene invades the Wounds of the 
French, who queftionlefs are harder to cure than 
the Savages. 1"'his People attribute our liabJe
nefs to Gangrenes, and indeed all our Difeafes, 
to the Salt that we eat ; for they cannot tafte 
any fait thing without being fick unto Death, 
and drinking perpetually. They cannot he per
fwaded to drink Ice-water, for they alledge that 
it infeehles the Stomach., and retards Digeftion. 
Such, Sir,are their fantaftical Opinions of things, 
which proceed from their Prepoffeffion and Bi
gotry with reference to their own Cuftom and 
ways of Living. 'Tis in vain to vifit them. 
when they lie at the point of Death, in order 
to prefs them to Bleed or take a Purge ; for they 
£till make anfwer, that they cannot confent to 
the forwarding of their Death by the Remedies 
of the French, whtch they take· to be as bad as 
the Perfons who exhibit them. 

As foon as a Savage dies he is dreft as neatly 
as can be, and his Relations Slaves come anC:l 
mourn over him; neither Mother ,Sift er nor Bro
ther lhews the leaft mark of Affliction ; they 
fay, Their decas' d Friend is happy in being thus 
exempted from farther Sufferings ; for this good 
People believe, and not without Reafon, that 
Death is a paifage to a better Life. When the 
Corps are dreft they fet them upon a Mat in the 
fame Pofture as if the Perfon were alive; and 
his Relations being fet round him, every one in 
his turn addreffes him \Vith a Harangue, recoun· 
ting all his Exploits as well as thofe of his An
ceftors. f-Ie that fpeaks laft expreffes him{elf to 
this purpofe. ' You fuch a one, you fit now a
~ long '.vith us, and have the fame Shapes that 
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' nor Leers. Bu at the fame tirne you ceafe t 

begin o ev.a ra e li e the fmo e of 
' a Pi e. ho i i that ta k'd with us but wo 
' ay ago ? S re! 'twa net you ; for the 
' you would fpeak to s frill. It muft the eforc 
' be your Soul which is now lodg' d in the 
' great Country of Souls along i h thofe ofour 
' ation This Body which we now behold 
' will in fix Months time become hat it was 
' two Hundred Years ago. Thou fee left no
' tli·n.g, thou knoweft nothing, and thou feeft 
' nothing, becaufe thou art nothing. ever .. 
' thelefs out of the Friendfhip we had for thy 
' .Body while animated by thy Spirit, we thus 
' tender the Marks of that V eneracion which · 
' due to our Brethren and our Friends.: 
· After they have made an end of their Hara~ 
gues the Male Relations remove to make room 
for the lhe Friends, "vho make liim the like 
Compliment. This done, they 1hut the Corl>i 
up twenty four Hours in the Hut for the Dead 
and during that time are imploy' d in Dances andr 
Feafis, which are far from bearing a mournful 
fhew. After the twenty four Hours are expir'd 
the Slaves of the deceas'd Perfon carry his Cor~ 
upon their Backs to the Burying-place, where it 
is laid upon Stakes that are ten Foot high, in~ 
double Coffin of Bark, with his Arms and fome 
Pipes with Tobaco and Indian Corn put up in 
the fame Coffin. When the Slaves are carrying 
the Corps to the Burying- place, the Male and 
Female Relations accompany them, Dancing all 
the while ; and the refi of the Slave; of the de
ceas' d Perfon carry fame Baggage which the 
Rela~ions prefent to the dead Perfon' and lay up
on hts ~offin. The. Savages that ~ive upon the 
long Rxver burn the1r Corps, as I 1nfinuared be-

fo•·e; 
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for ; but you muft Rnow that they keep them 
.. Vaults or Cellars till they have a fufficient 

umber- to burn together, which is perform~d 
out of the Village, in a place fet a part for that 
C remony. In fine, the Savages know no fuch 
thing as Mourning, and never mention the Dead 
i particular ; I mean, they never repeat their 
Names. They deride us when they hear us re
count the Fate of our Parents, our Kings, our 
Generals, &c. 
• tlpon the Death of a Savage his Slaves marry 

die other Women Slaves, and live by themfelves 
in a aiftintl Hut, as being then free, or fuch as 
liave no Mafter to ferve. The Children t1iat 
fpring from this fort of Marriages, are adop
ted and reputed the Children of the Nation, 
by reafon of tneir being horn in the Village and 
in he Country. There's no ru1[on,. fay they, that 
fuch Children Jhould bear the Misfortunes of their Pa .. 
rents, tJr come into the World in Slavery, fince they 
contributed nothing towards their Creation. Thefe 
Slaves take care to go every Day to the foot of 
their Mafter's Coffin, and there offer up fome 
Pipes anti Tobaco, as a grateful acknowledgn1ent · 
of their Liberty. But now that I am got upon 
the Subject of Tobaco, I n1uft acquaint you that 
almoft all the Savages fmoak, but they never 
chew ~oba.co, nor take it in Snuff. They fow 
and reap a great deal of it, but then it differs 
frotn what we have in Europe, though our firfr 
Seed came from America ; and in regard that 'tis 
in a manner good fur nothing, they are fore' d to 
buy up Brdjil Tobaco, which they mix with a 
certain f.eaf of an agreeable Smell, call' d Saga
k.omi. 

I have notHing more to fay upon this Head ; 
for I think I have given you a futlic ient account 
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of their Difeafes and of their Ren1edies, which in 
my Opinion are as Savage as themfel.ves. But let 
that be as it will, 'tis certain they feldom die of 
any other Diftemper than of a Pleurify. s for 
the other Difeafes they get over them with the 
great eft danger in the World, for fetting a fide 
their Courage and Patience which goes oeyond 
any thing that we can imagine, they take all 
the ways of the the World to burft themfelves 
by Eating and Drinking when they have grofs 
Feavours upon them, and when the fit is over 
fmoaking that Brafil Tobaco, which without dif.. 
pute is the ftrongeft fort that we know of. 

- The Women of this Country are fubjed to 
the Natural Diforder.s as well as alfewhere, and 
fometimes die of them. 'Tis true they have n 
admirable Remedy for redreffing the Diforders 
that flow from that Source ; I mean, a certain 
Potivn ; hut it bath no Operation unlefs theY. 
~bfiain from al11nanner of Excefs, which they 
are very unwilling to do. Some French Surgeon~ 

ffur' d me,th~t the European Women void a much 
greater quantity and hold the Flux longer upon 
them than thefe Americans, who feldom have 
thofe upon them above two Days at a time. 
~nother Inconvenience that frequently annoys 
them, is an over-pearing quantity of Milk; for 
which they ufe to put little Puppies to fuck their 
Breafts.. . . 

:(h~ 



Diver/ions of Hunting ant/ Shoqting 
ufoal among the Savages. 

Have already defcrib' d the Hunting of the 
Elks and fo1ne other Animals of Canada in 

my roth and r rth Letter; fo that now it remains 
only to give you an exact account of the Bea
vers, which are faid to be Amphibious :Animals, 
as I obferv'd in n1y r6th Letter, with which I 
fent you the Figure of thefe Animals. And be
caufe thefe Beafts do fome things very furprifing 
y a wonaerful Inftintt, to give you a right 
otion wherein their Cunning confifts, I fend 

you a Draught of thofe Ponds which they know 
·how to make more Artificially than any Man 
can do. 

The Savages of Canarla reflecting on the ex
cellent Qualities of the Beavers, are wont to 
fay, That they have fo much Wit, Capacity and 
Judgment ,that they cannot believe their Souls die with 
their Bodies. They add, That if they were permit-
mitted to reafon about things invijible, and which fall 
not under their Senfes, they durfl maintain, that ther 
are Immortal like ours. But not to in lift on this 
Chimerical Fancy, it muft be allow'd, that there 
are an infinite number of Men upon the Earth 
(without mentioning the Tartars, the Peafants 
of Mufcovy, of Norway, and a Hundred other 
forts of People ) who have not the I-Iundredth 
part of the Underftanding which thefe Animals 
have. 

The Beavers difcover fo much Art in thci: 
W o.rks, that we cannot without offering vio
lence to our Reafon attribute their Skill tD mere 
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Inftind,- for h is lawful tq doul?t of fome thing 
wJ1ereof we cannot difcover the Caufe, provi-
ded they have not any Connexion with R.eligi
pn • I mean fuch things as appear fo ftrange to 
Se~e and Reafon, that we cannot give credit 
to them, unlefs we have feen them our felves, 
Howev'er, I will venture to ~rite to you inany 
Particulars upon this Subjett , which perhaps 
may make you doubt of the truth of my Narr~
tive. , I will begin with affuring you, that t:hefe 
Anhnals join together in a Society confifting of 
an Hundred) and that they feem to talk and 

Jl reafon with one another by certaing bemoaning 
inarticulate Sounds. The Savages fay· they have 
an intelligible Jargon, by means whereof they 
eo mm nicate their Sentiments and Thou g~ts to 
one another. I never was an Eye Witnefs of 
this kind of Affemhlies, hut many Savages and 
Cou,·turs de Bcio, who are People worthy of Cre ... 
dit, have affur' d me, that there is nothing m9re 
true. They add, that they confult among thcm
felves about what things they muft do to main-· 
tain their Cottages, their Banks and their Lakes, 
and about every thing that concerns the Prefer
vation of their Commonwealth. Thefe good 
People wonld perfwade me, that the Beavers 
fet Centries while they are cutting through 
great Trees, as big as Tuns, wirh their Teeth, in 
the Neighbourhood of their little Lakes, and 
that when .thef~ Cendnels cry out, upon the 
approach of ~/l f'{l or Beafis, all the Beavers that 
are at W c jk tnrow. thc::mfelves into the Water 
and f.1ve t~ i 'lifdves by Jjving, tiil they come 
at t1 eir C tc.ifies. I merJtion this rn:ttter of Fad: 
upon the Report of .:1 Thoufi nd Perfons who 
could have n6 Interefr to impofe ·upon m~ with 
~~hl~s; but what follows I ha~re o~fe~v'd my. 
elf, 111 rh_e Country where the Outnga·mis I u:o , 
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wlii h I mention'd in the beginning of my x6th 
Letter. 

The Beavers finding a Rivulet th~t runs crofs 
a Meado;w 1 fet themfelves to make Banks and 
Ramparts, wl)ich ~opping the courfe of the 
Water caufe an Inundation over the whole Mea
do~; hat fometim.es is no lefs than two Leagues 
in Circumference. This Bank is made with 

, Trees which they cut down wjth their four grea~ 
!harp Teeth, and then drag them along as t~ey 
fwim in the W ~ter. Thefe Trees being rang'd 
a crofs at tlie bottom of this Meadow, the Ani
mals load thernfelves with Grafs and fat Earth, 
which they tr~nfport upon their great Tails, 
and hrow in between the Wood with fo much 
Art and Induftry' that the moft skilful Bricklayer 
can hardly make a ftronger Wall with Lime and 
Morter. Jn the Night time they are heard eo 
Work with fo much Vigour and Diligence, that 
one would think them to be Men ~t Work, if he 
were not affur' d before hand that they are Bea
vers. Their Tails ferve them for Troue/1, and 
~heir Teeth for Axes , their Paws fupply the 
place of Hands, and their Feet ferve inftead of 
Oars: In fine, they make Banks of 4 or ;oo 
Paces in length, of 20 Feet in heighth, ana 7 
or 8 in thicknefs, in the fpace of ; or 6 Months, 
. hough there are not above a Hundred at m oft 
that Work upon them. I muft ohferve here by 
the by, that the Savages, out of a fcruple of 
Confcience, never break thefe Banks, but only 
bore a hole through them, as I iliafl !how you 
hereafter. Befides their Talent of cutting down 
the Trees, their Art of making them t1ll upon 
the Water appears to me altogether furprizing ; 
for it requires Judgment and clofe Attention to 
fuccced in it, and chiefly to nick the time when 
the Wind can affift them to n1ake the all of the 

T ree 



·58 Some New Voyages 
Tree more eafie, and to make them fall upon 
their little Lakes. But this is not the fineft Work 
of thefe Animals, that of their Cottages fur. 
paffes all Imagination ; for it requires both Skill 
and Sn:ength to make holes at the bottom of the 
Water, for planting their fix Pofts whic they 
take care to place exadly in the middle of die 
Lake : Upon thefe fix Pofts they fix their little 
Houfe,which is built in the form·of an Oven, and 
is made up of fat Earth, Herbs and Branches of 
Trees, having three Stories that they may mount 
up from one to the other when the Waters rife 
by Rains or Thaw. The Rafters are of Rulhes, 
and each Beaver bath an Apartment to himfel£ 
They enter into their Cabin under Water, thro' 
a great hole in the firft Floor, which is en corn. 
pafs' d with Afp Wood cut in pieces on purpofe, 
that they may the more eafily drag it into their 
Cells when they have a mind to eat; for fince 
it is their common Food_,they are always fo Pro .. 
vident as to lay up great heaps of it, and chiefly 
during the Autumn, forefeeing that the cold Wea
ther will freeze up their Lakes, and keep them 
iliut up two or three Months in their Cabins. 

I fhould never make an end if I attempted to 
give an account of all the feveral Artifices of 
thefe Ingenious Animals, the Order fettled in 
their little Commonwealth, and the Precautions 
they ule to fecure themfelves from the purfuit 
of other Animals : I lliall only ohferve, that 
all other Animals upon Earth, however Strong, 
Active and Vigorous they may be, have other 
An:mals which they are affraid of; but thefe 
r now fpeak of are not apprehenfive of any 
danger ~ut ?nly from Men, tor the Wolves, the 
Foxes, tl~e Bears_, &c. care not for offering to 
attack them in their Cabines, although they 
have the f:1culty of Diying ; and it is certain it 
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is not their Intereft to do it, for the Beavers 
would defend themfel ves very eafily with their 
lliarp cutting Teeth; fo that they cannot b 
infulted but by Land, and 'tis for that reafon they 
never go farther than twenty Paces from the 
edge of their Lake, and always fet Centinels 
to watch, who cry out to give them notice 
when they hear the leaft noife. 

It remains now only that I fuould give an Ac
count of the Nature of the Countries where the 
Beavers are hunted, fon1e of which are defcrib' d 
in my Map. And firft you muft know, that 
you cannot go four or five Leagues in the Woods 
of Canada,but you meet with a little Beaver-Lake: 
So that one n1ay fay, that all this vaft Con
tinent is a Country for Beaver hunting; but this 
is not what I mean. The Places for Hunting 
that I now fpeak of are a n1ultitude of little 
Lakes replenifh' d with thefe Animals, the diftance 
of which from one to another is inconfiderable. 
For Inftance, thofe of Saguinan, of L' ours qui 
Jort, of the River 1 Puants, are about wenty · 
Leagues in length, and in that whole compa1s 
of Ground their are found Sixty little Beaver 
Lakes more or lefs, where a certain number of 
Savages may Hunt in the Winter time. 'Tis 
commonly about the end of Autumn that the Sa
vages. fet out from their Villages in a Canow to 
go and poft themfelves in the places for Hunting, 
and as they know all the places much better 
than I do the Streets of ~ebec~ they agree atnong 
themfelves, c1s they are Travelling, to allot each 
Family a certain compafs of Ground, fo that 
when they arrive at the place they divide them
felves into Tribes. Each Hunter fixes his Houfc 
in the Center of that Ground which is his Di
firitl:, as you may fee defcrib'd in this Cut. 
There are eight ~r ten Hunters in each Cot-

tage, 
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age, who have four or five Lakes for ~peir fhar : 

In e3.ch Lake there is at leaft one Houfe or 
Kennel of Beavers, and fometimes two or three. 

fter the Huntfmen have buiJt their Huts they 
employ themfelves in laying Traps for Otter.r, 
Foxes, Bears, Land Beavers and Martens~ upon 
the fides of their Lakes; and when they are fet 
go very orderly to look after them every Day : 
But above all they are fo Jaft, that they would 
choofe rather to die for Hunger than to ftraggle 
out of the Bounds allotted them, or to ftea] the 
Beafts that are taken in their Neighbours Traps. 
They feed well and make merry during this 
1-Iunting Seafon, which lafts for four Months, 
for they find more than they have occafion for, 
of Trouts, Hares, Wood-For1l, Bearsj and fome
time they meet with Deer and Roebuclu. 

The Beavers are feldom catch' d by 'Traps un
lefs they put in them fome pieces of 

• A fort of red Afp -;; which they love extream-
~ Willow. ly, and is not eafie to he found. 

They are taken in the Autumn by 
making a great hole under their Banks, by which 
they drain all the Water out of their Lakes, and 
then the Beavers being left on dry Ground the 
Savages kill them all, except a dozen of Fe
nlales, and half a dozen of Males; after which 
they are very exaCt in ftopping up the hole they 
had made, which they do in fuch a manner that 
the Lake is fill' d with W a:-er as before. 

Their way of Hunting in the Winter time 
when the Lake is frozen, is by making holes 
round the Kennels of the Beavers~ upon which 
they place Nets that reach from one to the o
ther, and when they are extended as they lhould 
he, they lay open the Kennels of thefe poor 
Animals wi h an· Ax; upon which they throw 
themfelves into d'e Yater, and comiiJg to tak.., 
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reath at thefe Holes , are catch' d in the 
ets ; at this rate not one of them efcapes, 

but the Savages having no mind to extirpate ) en1 
throw hack into the Holes, the fame number o£ 
Beavers, Male and Female, as they ufually do at 
their Hunting in Autumn, as I have already told 
you. 

ITlhey may likewife he kill' d when they Swim 
upon the Water, or when they come Alhore to 
cut down Trees; hut then you muft be very well 

ill and not ftir, for upon the le aft noife chat they 
hear, they throw themfelves into the \V:ater, and 
Dive till they come to their Kennels. This way 
of Hunting is peculiar to Travellers, who find
ing themfelves lodg' d near fome Beaver Lal\e_, 
endeavour to furprize them, by Sculking be
hind fome Log or fome great Tree till Night 
comes on. 

The Savages take alfo other Animals in thefe 
Deaver-Hunting-Countries, by running up and 
down. I have already told you, that they fet 
Traps_, in which Foxes, U'ol'Ves, Martens and o
thers are catch'd when they bite at the Bait. I 
have a.lfo explain~d to you the \Vay of making 
this fort of 'Traps, in my 1 Ith Letter. Thefe 
Engines do not differ from one another, but only 
in bulk : Thofe for the Bears are the ftrongeft, 
but they are of no ufe till the beginning of Win
ter ; for then the Be.ars feek out great Trees 
which are Hollow, where the lll'anches begin to 
fpread, that they may Neftle in them. Many 
People will hardly believe that thefe Animals can 
live '3 Months in fuch Prifons, without any other 
Food but the Juice of their Paws which they 
fuck continually : And yet the matter of Fatt is 
undeniably true. But I reckon it yet n1ore firange, 
that they are able to climb up to thofe Lurking:.. 
1-Ioles, efpecia11y _at a time when they are fo F .... t, 
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that 2 Savages conduct them whither they pie 
with Poles, they being fcarce able to walk. This 
I faw ; or 4 times during the Winter in 1687,. 
when I Winter'd at Fort St.Jofeph; for the Hurons 
of Gaintfouan brought fome of them off, whicht 
enter'd the Fort without any reluctancy. · 

The Savages make likewife Traps foli the LanJ. 
Beavers_, which for the reafon given in my I6th 
Letter, neftle on the .Land, like Foxes, Conies and 
Barlgers: And notwithftanding that they are pur 
11.!' d by the other Beavers, yet they make their 
Dens about the Lakes, Brooks and Rivers. They 
are eafily taken in thefe Traps, efpecially when 
they are Baited with the Head of an Otter : For 
there is fo great an Antipathy between thefe z 
forts of Animals, that they are continual) at 
War with one another. 
. The Savages inform'd me, that they faw a 
great Corn pany of Otters Affen1hled together a
bout the Month of May, who had the boldnefS 
to attack the Bearocrs in their Huts,; but were 
beaten back and driven from the Lake with lofs. 
They added , that a Beaver can defend him
felf againft 3 Otters, by the help of his $eeth 
and Tail. In fine, 'tis certain that the Lake 
Beavers are feldom taken in Traps, unlefs they 
he Baited with fome Afpwood, as I have already 
obferv'd. I acquainted you above that the Sava ... 
ges vifit their Traps every day, and carry into 
their Cottages the Prey that they find catch' d. 
In1mediately after that, the Slaves Flea the Beafis 
that are taken, and ftretch out their Skins in the 
Air, or on the Ice to dry them. This Imploy
znent ~afts as long as the time of Hunting, which 
ends with tlie great Thaw ; and then they put 

p their Skins in Bundles, and carry them to the 
place where they left the Canows when they firfi: 
came into this Hunting-Country . 
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Altho the Savages have great reafon to be a

fraid of their Enemies, while they lye difperfed 
up and down in a Country, which is no le1s than 
20 Leagues in Compafs, as I intimated above; 
yet they fcarce ever ufe the Precaution of fend
ing out Scouts upon all hands, and for want of 
it are often Surpriz'd , when they leaft think 
of it. I could relate 20 fatal Excurfions of the 
lroquefe into the Hunting-Countries I have been 
(peaking of, in which they cut the Throats of 
many of our Friends and Allies. I aid all that I 
coulo to perfuade our Allies that their Conduct 
was faulty upon this occafion, fince they could 
eafily fecure themfelves from fuch lnfults, by 
Buiiiling their Cottages at a place where they 
miglit poft a Guard of Centinels, to watch and 
difcover any Enemies, that might advance to 
the Frontiers of thefe Hunting-Countries. They 
only made anfwer; that this indeed was reafonable, 
and that it was true, they did not Jleep in fafety foJ• 
Wllnt of that Precauti~n. In fine, they imagine 
that their Enemies are bufied in Hunting on their 
own Coafts ; and upon that Apprehenfion, are ' 
fuch Fools as not to ufe any Precaution. But 
this I know, that the Iroquefe take quite another 
Method , having their Scouts and advanc'd 
Guards, which are always in Motion ; by which 
means they are fcarce ever difturb' d in their 
1-Iunting. Neverthelefs, I think I ought not to 
conclude this Chapter, without giving you an 
acco~nt of 2 Attempts wherein the Iroqueje mifs'd 
of their defign to furprize their Enen1ies, tho 
they had very good Succefs upon many otheroc-
cafions. · 

In the year -r68o. The Oumamis and Ilinefe be
ing at Hunting near the River Oumamis; a Party 
of 400 Iroquefe furpriz' d thern, kilfd ~o or 40 

Hunters, and took' 300 Prifoners, inclu ing 
\ 'men 



64 Some New Voyages 
Women and Children. After they had reftea a 
little while, they prepar'd to return Home by 
fuort fJ ourneys , becaufe they had reafon to be .. 
lieve that they fuould reach their own Villages 
before the Ilinefe and Oumamis cou~d have time to 
Rally, and give notice of their Ditafter to fuch 
of the Nations as were Hunting in remoter Pia .. 
ces. But they were fo much deceiv·d, that the 
Ilinefe and Oumamis Rallied to the number of 2oo, 
and refol v' d to die Fighting rather than fuffer 
their Countrymen to be carried away by the 
Iroquefl. In the mean time, becaufe their Parry 
was not an equal Match for the Enemies, they 
contriv' d a notable Stratagem : For after they 
had well confider' d in what manner they fhould 
Attack them, they concluded that they ought to 
follow them at a fmall diftance till it began to 
Rain. Their Projett fucceeded, and the Hea
vens feem'd to favour it : 1:-or while it Rain'd 
continually one whole day from Morning to 
Night, they fo quicken' d their pace, from the 
time that the Rain begun to fall, that they pafs'd 
by on one fide at 2 Leagues diftance from the 
Iroquefe, and fo got before thetn to lay an Ambuf .. 
cade in the middle of a Meadow, which the E· 
ne my was to crofs in order to reach a W oodi 
where they had a mind to make a halt and kindle 
great Fires. The Ili?<Jefo and Oumt~mis lying upon 
their Belly among the Fern, \Vaited till the !ro
quefe were got into the middle of them before 
they Shot off tlieir Arrows ; and then they At
tack'd them fo vigoroufly wich their C1ubs, 
that the Enemy findini~ their Fire-Arms un
ferviceable, by reafon that their fJrime was 
wet, were fore' d to throw them down on the 

1 
Ground, and defend themfelves with the fame 
A~ms wherewith they were Atrack'd, (I mean 
With Clubs.) But as I obfery' d before, that the 

Ilinefe 
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llinefe are fomething more dextrous and nimbl 
than tl e 1,-oqtte{e, fo the latter we{e fore' d to yield 
to the forn1er, and retreated Fighting till ight 
came on, a ter they had loft 18o Soldiers. The 
Fi h which laft:ed but cne hour, had continued 
all Night, if the Conquerors had not beon afraid, 
left t eir Countrymen being frill Bound and left 
behind 'em, fhould be expos'd to fome Sur
prize in the dark : And therefore after they had 
rejoy-n'd them, and feiz'd all th.o Fire-Arms of 
heir Enemies who were fled and difpers'd up 

and down, they return' d into their own Goun
~ry, without taking one Iroquefe, for fear of weak .. · 
ning themfelves. 

The 2d Attempt hapned 3 years after this, in 
the Hunting-Country of the Outagamu; where 
the Governor of that Nation, as I inform' d you 
in n1y 16th Letter, gave me 10 Soldiers to ac
company me to the Long River. The Blow 
then given was afcer this manner. A Eody of 
Iooo Iroquefe being c01ne in their Canows about 
the end of Autumn, as far as the Bay of Mif. 
jifagues, in the Lake of the Hurons, without being 
difcover' d, Landed at this place ; and being very 
numerous, march' d up the Country with their 
Ne s, in order to Fifh in the little Lakes and 
Rivers, till the Frofty Seafon fuould come on, 
which hapned a few days after. After the Ice 
was fhong enough to bear them, they continued 
their Courfe, coafting along the great Lake of 
the Hurons, till they were 5 or 6 Leagues belo\V 
the Fall call'd Saut Sainte Marie, which they 
would not approach to for fear of meeting with 
fame Coureurs de bois in the Fort of the Jefuits. 
Having crofs' d the Bay<' they judg'd it conveni
ent to make very Ihort J ournies, for fe r of ·be
ing .difcover'd. And they were fo c. utious 
a~ to march 1 in a Row upon the Snow; that if 

E e by 
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by chance any one fuould 'difcover their Foot .. 
fteps it might he thought that they were not 
above Thirty or Forty at die moft. After tliis 
manner they Travell' d till the 15th or 2oth of 
February, without being perceiv'd, but at )aft they 
had the misfortune to be difcover' d by four Sau
teurs who feeing fo great a number pafs over a 
littl~ Lake, run with all fpeed to the Hunting 
Country of the Outagamis to give them notice, 
notwithftanding that theS.:tuteurswere then at War 
With the Outagami!. In the mean time the Thaw 
coming on fu<ldenly contrary to the Expectation 
of the Iroquefe, who reckon'd upon Twenty 
Days of Froft to come, according to the com
mon courfe of the Seafon ; this made diem 
mend their pace, and look out for the narroweft 
and leaft frequented Paffes. The Outagamis 
were mightily perplex'd what courfe to take in 
this cafe, It was certain that they might get 
back. again to their Villages in fafety, but then 
they would he fore' d to abandon their Wives 
and Children, who had not ftrength to run ai 
the Men. In fine, after they had held a <::oun
cil among themfelves, they refolv'd to advance 
as far as a certain Pafs about half a League in 
length and Thirty Paces in breadth,between two 
little Lakes, which way they faw plainly tnat 
the Iroquefe were oblig' d to paiS. 

The Outagamis being no more than four Hun· 
dred thought fit to divide themfelves into two 

· :Bodies, and it was agreed, that two Hundred 
fuould be pofted at the end of a Pafs which tneJ 
fhould Fortifie, immediately with a Range of 
Stakes from one Lake to another ; and that the 
other two Hundred lhould go about a quarter of 
a League off of the other end of the Pafs, thro' 

; which the Iroq· dfo_ were to tnarch, to the end 
that every one &having cut down a Stake tHey 

4 
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might all run quickly. in to flop up that end of 
~he Paifage, and that immediately after the Iro
quefe had entred the Defile_, the Scouts appointed 
to obferve their March fhould come and give 
them notice ; all which was punCl:ually put in 
Execution: For as foon as that great Multitude, 
who induftriou11y pitch'd upon the narrow 
R<>ads, was entred into this Pafs, the two Hun
dred Outagamis, who were about a quarter of a 
League to one fide of it,run in with all their Might 
and carried with them a fufficient number of 
Pales to enclofe that little piece of Land which 
Was hounded by the two little Lakes, fo that they 
had time enough to fet them up and faften them 
with Earth, before the Iroquefe, being aftonHh'd 
to find their way block' d up at the other end, 
could return back the fame way, to fee them
felves fhut up between two Barricadoes. Now 
tne Savages, as I have often told you, .are never 
fo rafh as to attack a Redoubt of Fifty Palifa
does, yet thefe Iroquefe were refolv' d to venture 
upon an Attack, and with that view run up with 
all expedition to force the new Barricado ; but 
they fiacken' d their pace after the firft difcharge 
whicli the Outagamis made through the intervalli 
of the Pales, for they had not time to joyn 
them as they lhould be. The Iroquefe feeing 
themfelves thus lhut up, took the number of the 
Outagamis to be much greater than realy it was. 
In the mean time the great Queftion was, how 
to get out of this Prifon ? For to throw them
felves into the Water and fwim over one of thefe 
Lakes, was to run the hazard of ones Life, he
fides that one muft he long-winded and have a 

ccgood Heart to fwim over a broad Lake, at a time 
when the Water was cold, the Ice being not 
~uite melted. This Confultation gave the Outa
gamis time to fortifie their Barricadoes, and to 

E e 2. fend-
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fend out Scouts who were plac' d at a diftance 
from one another, upon the Banks of thefe 
two Lakes, to knock all on the Head that offer'd 
to fwim to the fhore. 

Notwithftanding all thefe Precautions the Iro
quefe found out a wonderful Expedient, which 
was to make Floats of the Trees wherewith 
they were encornpafs' d; but the blows of the 
Ax made too great a noife, which difcover'd 
their Defign to the Outagamis, and therefore they 
made Canows of Hart-skins to run backward 
and forward upon the two Lakes in the Night 
tin1e. Thefe Boats were made in five or fix 
Days, during which time the Ir.oquefe fifh' d and 
catch' d abundance of Trouts in the fight of the 
Outagamis, who could .not hinder them. After 
this no body doubted, hut -they muft crofs one 
of the Lakes, and fight fioutly when they came 
to the Landing place, in cafe their fecret Navi
gation was difcover' d. That they might the bet
ter fucceed in theil' Defign they n1ade a Feint, 
which had infallibly anfwer'd their end if the 
bottom of the Lake had not been Clay: For a
bout Midnight having Sacrific' d 'Ywenty Slaves 
upon one of the Lakes, whom they fore' d to 
pufh a Float along, they made account to pafs 
the other the fame way, making ufe of Poles 
inftead of Oars : But in regard that the Poles 
funk fo deep into the Clay, that the Steerfmen 
could not pull them out again without great dif., 
ficulty, they made but flow difpatch; infornuch 
that the Outagamis, that at firft were under ~ 
mifiake in joyning themfelves to the S!aves_, had 
time to run to the other Lake, where they 
found die froquefo about a Musket-lhot off the 
Shore. As foon as the lroqucfe came to have but 
hree Foot Water they threw themfelves into 

the \Vater with their Guns cock'd, fuffering at 
the 
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the fame time the Fire of the Outagamis, who 
were not above three Hundred, there being Fif ... 
ty of then1 left to guard each Barricade. 'Tis 
a wonder the Iroquefe were not all cut off in the 
Landing, for they funk in the Clay up to their 
Knees. 'Tis true_, 'twas in the Night time_, and 
for that reafon all the Enemy's Fire might not 
bear upon them. 1--Iowever five Hundred of 
them fell in the Water, and the reft having 
gain'd the Shoar notwithftanding all the oppo
fition of the Outagt~mis, attack' d them with fuch 
Fury that if the Hundred Men that were left for 
a Guard to the Barricadoes had not run in to 
their Affifi:ance upon the firft noife of the Guns, 
the poor Outagamis were in danger of falling up
on the Spot. They fought till the break of 
Day with wonderful fury, and that in the great- . 
eft Confufion imaginable, being difpers' d up 
and down a Wood_, infomuch that feveral were 
kill'd by their own Men, who could not difiin
guilh who was who. The Iroquefe were obfti
nately refolv'd not to yield the Field of Battel, 
out of regard to their wounded Men, and in 
confideration that thtey would not have the Ou
tagamis to take the Hair of their Dead. But at 
laft they were ob'ig'd to give way, without be
ing purfued, and fled half a League off where 
they rally' d. I was inform' d by feverallroqmfe 
fomeYears after this Engagement happen'd, that 
thofe who furviv' d the Engagement were _for 
venturing upon a new Brufh; but confidering 
that they wanted Powder, and that they were 
oblig' d to return home through the Country of 
the Sautettrs, or thofe who live on the Confines 
of the great Water Falls, they chang'd their Re
folution. But after a\1 they were much our in 
not c.:oming to a frefh Engagement; for being 
frill three Hundred ftrong they could not but 

E e 1 ha e 
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have the better of it, for the Outagamis were not 
fo numerous by one third, h.aving loft half tne·r 
number in that fuarp Engagement, not to men
tion that of the two Hundred which rem.ain'd 
there wereThirtyWounded.In fuort theOutagamis 
ha'ling intre9Ch'd themfelves in the fame plac_e 
where the Fight was_, took care in the firft place 
to drefs the Wounds both of their own Men and 
of their Prifoners ; and after taking the Hair 
off the Heads of all their dead Enemies, fent 
out Scouts to obferve the Enemy, after which 
they return'd home in fafety. -

·when the Outagamis arriv'd at their Villages, 
the firft thing they did was a return of Thanks to 
the four Sauteurs that had given them Intelli
gence of the approach of the lroquefo. The:r 
prodaim'd them to be great Mafters of War, ana 
prefented 'em with one half of what they had 
got at Hunting, which amounted to Sixty Thou
fand Crowns, pretending farther, that thefe four 
Savages ought to inherit the Beaver and other 
Skins belonging to thofe of the Outagamis that 
were kill' d in the Battle. In fine, atter enter: 
taining thofe Intelligencers with good Chear,and 
all the Marks of Honour that were ·poffihle in 
their way, they fent them in a Canow to Saut 
St. Mary, by the way of the Bay of Puanies, with 
a Guard of Fifty Warriors. The Sauteurs refus'd 
both their Prefents and their Convoy, upon the 
account that the two Nations were then at \Var 
with one another: But the Outagamis fore' d them 
upon 'em, and 'twas this that procur'd a Peace 
between them at the end of four Months. 

This, Sir, as I take it is fufficient to give you 
an Idea of the Hazards that the Savages run at 
their Beaver Hunting. In the mean time, tho' 
1 have but juft made an end of two Military 
A-dventures, yet I allot the very next Chapter 

for 



HE Savage call'd Rat, whom I Have men.: 
tion' d fo often in my Letters, has faid 

to me feveral times, that the only~hing in tlie 
World that vex' d and difturb' d his Mind was the 
feeing Men wage War with Men. Prithee, my 
'}3rother, faid he, do but look; our Dogs agree/er-
feEil.J well with the lroquefe Dogs, and thofe o the 
lroquefe bear no Enmity to the Dogs that come from 
France. I do not know any Animal that wages Wdr 

with others of its own Species, excepting Man, who 
~P.on this [core is n1ore Unnatural than the Beafts~ 

:Por my part ( continu~s he ) I am of the Opinion, 
that if the Brutes could Think and Reafon, and com
municate their Thoughts, 'twould be an eajie matter 
for them to extripate the Human Race: For, in eat'
neft, if the Bears and Wolves were but capable of 

lf!!rming a Republick , who could hinder them to 
. llraw together a Body of ten or twelve Thoufand, antl 

to fall upon m ? If fuch a thing Jhou!J happen, what 
aif.ence can we make ? They would fcale our Villa-
ges wit'h the greateft Facility imaginable, and after the 
pulling down of our Huts devour our [elves. Could 

we in fuch a Cafe undertake a Hunting Expedition, 
without running the rifque of being torn in Pieces ? 
We Jbould then be reduc' J to live upon Accorns and 
'Roots, without Arms and 2vithout Cloaths, and to run 
the perpetual haz..ard of falling into the Clutches of 
thife Animals. Their Strength and Nimblenefs woufJ 

fink all oppofition from rts, and command m to yield. 
E e 4 Let 
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Let Ul conclude therefore, my dear Brother, that this 
Reafop which !Vfan boafts fo much of is the grea.teft. 
Inftrument of his Mifery ; and that if Men were with~ 
out that Faculty of Thinking, Argui11g and Speaking, 
they would not imbarque in mutual Wars m they now 
doJ without any regar(l to Humanity or Sacred Pro .. 
mifes. 

Such, Sir, are the Moral Thoughts of a Sa ... 
vage, who pretends to Philofophife upon the 
Cuftom that we have ofkilling Men withJuftice 
.nd Honour. The Jefuits do their utmoft to 

remove this -6cruple by fuch Reafons as they 
have, as they do upon feveral other Subjects, and 
the Savages hear 'em very gravely, but at the 
fame time they tell 'em that they do not under-
ftand 'em. · 

The Wars of the Savages are grounded upon 
the Right of Hunting, or of a Paffage upon fuch 
and fuch Grounds ; for their Limits are adjufted, 
and every Nation is perfeClly well acquainted 
with the Boundaries of their owp Country. Now 
thefe Americans are as Cruel to their Enemies, as 
they are True to their Allies ; for fome Nations 
among them ufe their Prifoners with the laft de· 
gree of Inhumanity; as I /hall Jhew you more 
jtt large in the Sequel. When the Em·opeans offer 
to Cenfure the Savages for their barbarous and 
cruel Ufage, they reply very cold1y, That Life is 
r;othing, that they are not reve·ng' don their Enemies bJ 
cutthig tbeir Throats.,- b~t by putting them to a long, 
terliot~S, jhmp and la fling Torture ; and that Women 
? )(m!tl be m chearful lf'a'l'riors as Men, if there 'JIJere 
nothing to be fqar' d but bare Death. At the Age of 
Fifteen they bygin to bear Arms, and lay 'em 
down :at Fi.ty. If they happen to bear Arms 
fooner or lq.tc , 'tis only in the way uf maraud 
in,~ for they are not lifl~d into the number of 
the \V 4l riors. 

The 
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The Strength of the lroquefe lies in engaging 

with Fire-Arms in a Forreft; for they fuoot ve
ry dexteroufly ; bcfides that they are very well 
vers'd in making the beft advantage of every 
thing, by covering themfelves with Trees, be
hind which they n·and ftock frill after they have 
difcharg' d, though their Enemies be twice their 

umber. But in regard that they are n1ore 
clutnfy and not fo clever as the more Southern 
Americans, they have no Dexerity in handling a 
Club; and thus it comes to pafs, that they are 
always worfted in the open Field, where the 
Clubs are the only W capons; for which Reafon 
they avoid any Engagement in Meadows or o
pen Fields as much as is poffible. 

The Savages never court an Engagement but 
by way ofSurprifal, that is, the fide which n1akes 
the firft difcovery is altnoft always fure of having 
the better of it; for they have it in their choice 
to make the :Attack either in the open Field, or 
in the moft dangerous Defiles or Paffes. 

In the :Day time they take all the Precaution 
in the World to cover their March, by fending 
out Scouts on all Hands, unlefs it be that the 
Party is fo ftrong as to fear nothing ; for then_, 
indeed, they March all ,in a clofe Body. But 
they are as Negligent in the Night time, as they 
are Vigilant in the Day; for they place neither 
Centries nor Guards at the entry ot their Camp, 
and when they go a Hunting or Shooting ofBea
vers, they are equally fecure or carelefs. When 
I enquir' d into the reafon of this bad Difcipline, 
I was affur'd that the Savages did it by way of 
Prefumption, as reckoning fo much upon the 
Reputation of their Valour, that they imagine 
their Enemies will not not be fo bold as to At
tack them : And when they fend out Scouts in 
the Day time, that Precaution proceeds more 

from 
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from an itch to furprife their Enemies, than frolU 
the fear of being furpris' d themfelves. 

There are a great many Savage Nations in 
Canada that tremble at the very Name of the 1r().O 
'luefe, for the latter are a brave fort of People; 
they are expert Warriors, ready upon all Enter .. 
prifes, and capable to put them in Execution, 
with all due Dexterity. 'Tis true, they are not 
fo fprightly as moft of their Enemies, nor fd 
happy in fighting with Clubs; and 'tis for tliat 

eafon that they never march but in numerous 
Bodies, and that by flower Marches than thofe 
of the other Savages. In fine, you'l fee in my 
Lift of the Nations of Canada, which of ~em 
are Warlike, and which are only qualify'd fot 
Hunting. 

The Savages have a wonderful Talent in fur
prifing their Enemies; for they can trace tile 
Footfteps of Men and Beafts upon Grafs and 
Leaves, better than the Europeans can upon Snow 
or wet Sand. Nay, which is more, they can 
difiinguHh with a great deal of Facility between 
frelh Tracts and thofe of longer ftanding_, ana 
can make a juft Eftimate of the number and kina 
that made them. Thefe Tracts they follow 
whole Days without being miftaken. This I 
have feen fo often with my own Eyes, tHat 
there's no room left for the leaft doubt upon 
the matter. 

The Warriors never unHertake any tHing 
without the Advice of the Ancient Men, to 
whom they propofe their Projects. Upon a Pro
pofal thus made the old Men meet and confult 
upon it; after which their Speaker walks out of 
the Council-Hut., and with a loud Voice Pro
claims the Refolution of the Council, that all 
the Village may have due Information of the 
fame. 

You 
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. ou muft obferve that each Village bath its 

eneral or Great Head of the Warriors, who in 
onfid~ration of his Valour, Capacity and Ex ... 

perience is proclaim' d fuch. by . an . unan_imous 
Gonfent. But after all, thts T1tle tnvefts him 
with no Power over the Warriors; for thefe Peo
ple are Strangers to a Military as well as to a 
Civil Subordination. Nay, they are fo far from 
it, that if the great Leader lhould order the filly
eft and moft pittiful Fellow in his Anny to do fo 
and fo, why truly, this iliaddow of a Captain 
.would receive this Anfwer from the Centinel_, 
Thllt what he orders another to Jo he ought to do it 
himfelf. But 'tis fuch an uncommon thing for 
the Leader to act fo indifcreetly, that I Queftion 
if there he one Inftance of it. However this 
mutual Independance is of no ill Confequence ; 
for though the great Leader is not invefted with 
Power and Authority, yet they acquiefce entire
ly in what he Propofes. He no fooner opens 
his Mouth in faying, ! thinle {uch and fuch a thing 
troper, let's Jeta;h Ten or Twenty Men, &c. than 
;rtls put in Execution, without the leaft Oppofr
tion. Befides the great Leader there are fome 
other Leaders that Head a certain number of 
Warriors who follow them out of Friendlhip 
and Refpect ; and thefe are not look' d upon as 
as Leaders or Commanders by any other than 
tneir own Family or Followers. 

When the old Men think it proper that aParty 
of Warriors lhould take the Field,the Great Leader 
who always affifts at the Council, hath the privi
lege of making his choice whether he'll Head 
them himfelf, or fray at home in the Vi1Iage. If 
lie hath a mind to go himfelf,he orders the Cryer 
of that Nation to make puhlick Proclamaticn in 
4tll the Streets of the Village, That on fuch a 
Day. he gives the Feaft of War to thofe who 

pleafe 
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pleafe to be prefent. Then, thofe who have a 
mind to go in that Party, fend their DHhes to th 
General's Hou{e on the appointed day, and are 
fure to be there themfel ves bet ore noon. When 
the Company is all gather' d, the General wa1Rs 
out to a pub lick place with his Club in his hano, 
being · followed by the Warriours who fi down 
round hi~n. This done, there comes fix Savages, 
l<vith as many Kettle-Drums, which make a Clur .. 
ter, rather than a Warlike Sound. Thefe Drum .. 
mers fit down fquat upon their Tails oy a Poft 
fix d in the Center ot the great Ring : And at 
the f.tme time, the Gc:p_erai fixes his Eyes upon 
the Sun, all the Company following his example, 
and makes his Addreffes to the Great Spirit; 
after whi·:::h a Sacrifice is commonly offer'd up. 

- When . this Ceremony is over, he fings the Song 
of War, the Drummers beating Time to him af .. 
ter their way ; and at the end of every Period, 
;vhich contains one of his Exploits, he knocks a

gainft the Poft with his Club. When he hAs 
made an end of his Song, each :W arrionr fings in 
his turn after the fame falhion, provided he has 
made a Campagne before ; for if. he has not, 
he:>s doom'd to Silence. 1..,his done, the whole 
Company returns to the General's Hutt, where 
they find the;r Dinner ready for them. 

If the General do's not think it fit to Command 
the P;trty in Perfon, and choofes to fiay at 
bome ; the Warriours that deftgn to go upon the 
P.:: .. ty, choofe one of the Under-Leaders that I 
n1ention' d but now : Ana the Under-Leader thus 
chofen, obferves the fame Ceremonies of AC:l
dreffing the Great Spirit , Sacrificing, Singing, 
and Feafting. The lafi Ceremony is continued 
every day till they MarcH out. 

Some of thefe Part1es go half way, or three 
quarters of their way in Canows; particularly 

· thofe 
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hofe who live upon the B4nks of L.akes, as well 

as the lroque(e. The lrottuefe have this advantage 
over their Enemies, that they are all Arm'd wich 
good Fire-Locks; whereas the others wl o ufe 
thofe Engines only for the Shooting of Beafl:s, 
have not above ha f their number provided with 
'em : And 'tis for this reafon, that the nearer 
they come to their Enemies Gauntry, the lefs 
they..fpread out in Hunting or Shooting, efpeci
ally with Fire-Arms, the report of which migh~ 
Alarm the Enemy. When they come vvithin 
thirty or forty Leagues of danger, they give o er 
Hunting and Shooting, being afraid to fire their 
Guns; and content themfelves with the Indili-11 
Corn, of which each of them carries a Bag of ten 
pound weight; and upon which they feed, after 
'tis mix' d with a little Water without oiling. 

When the Illinefe, the Outagamis, the Hr:rons, 
and the Sauteurs wage War with the lroquefe, and 
have a mind to make a bold Attempt; if there 
be but thirty of them, they'l march direCtly up 
to the end o[ the Village, prefuming that in caie 
of a difcovery, they can eafily fave tbemfelves by 
their good Heels. In the mean time, they have 
the Precaution to March one after another; and 
he that comes laft takes care to ftrow the Gro ,nd 
with Leaves, in order to cover their footfteps. 

fter they have pail the Village, and are got in
to the Iroquefe Country, they run all night ; and 
in th~ day time lye flat upon their Bellies, in the 
Copfes and Thickets, being fometimes difpers'd, 
and fometimes all in a Body. Towards the Eve
ning, or as foon as the Sun fets, they Spring out 
from their Ambuicade, and fall upon every one 
they meet, without fparing either Age or Sex : 
For 'tis a cuftornary thing with thefe \ arriours 
to fhew no Mercy, not to Chilaren and ~V omen. 
After they have finifh' d their Maifacre, and taken 

the 
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the Hair off the Heads of the Dead, they nave 
the boldnefs to make a Funeral Cry. If they fee 
any Iro1ue[e at a diftance, they ftrain their Voices 
to acquaint 'em that they have kill' d fome o£ 
their Folks, whom they may take care to BurY,. 
That the Attion was accomplifh' d by fuch a Lea
der and fuch a Nation. This done, they all 
betake themfelves to Flight by different Roads, 
and run witH their utmoft fpeed till they come to 
a general place of Rendezvous, about thirty or 
forty Leagues off.. In the mean time, the Iroquefl. 
tio not give themfelves the trouble of purfuing 
th'em, as being fenfible that they are not fo nim .. 
ble Footed as to overtake 'em. 

If thefe Parties are two or three hundred Men 
fhong, they'll ventu:e to enter the Village in the 
Night time ; making one or two of their War
riours to Scale the Paliifadoes and open the Gates! 
in cafe they are Jhut. But you muft know, that 
the Outaoum, as well as the other Savages tha~. 
have not fo much Courage and Activity, content 
themfelves with purfuing the Iroquefein the Cou~ 
tries where they Hunt or Fi.fli : For they dar 
not come within forty Leagues of their Villages1 
unlefs they know of a place of Refuge, in cafe 
of a difcovery or purfuit : And there can be no 
other Refuge than fome little Forts kept up by 
the 17rench. • 

The Savages never take any Prifoners at the 
Gates of their Enemies Villages ; by reafon of 
the Expedition they are oblig, d to make in run
ning Night and D~y to fave themfelves : 'Tis in 
the Hunting and Fifhing Countries, and in the 
other places that afford them an opportunity of 
fuiyrizing their Enemy , that they take 'em 
Pnfoners: For upon fuch occafions, the weaker 
fi~e being fore' d to give way, and to maintain a 
running Fight without any Order or Difcipline, 

while 
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while every one flies his own way, 'tis not pof .. 
fible but that the Conquerors mutt take Prifon .. 
ers : :A.nd there's always fome ftrong brawny Sa
vages wno know how to throw down the Pri
foner dextroufiy, and to bind him in a moment. 
But there are fome or the defeated Parties, who 
choofe rather to kill themfelves than to he took 
Prifoners; and others are fo obftinate that the~ 
muff be Wounded before they can be catch'd. 
R.s foon as a Savage is Fetter'd, he fings his 
Deatli Song, after the manner defcrib' d in my 
21d Letter. fhe Iroquefo that have the misfor
tune to be catch'd, have nothing to expect but 
fearful Torture, if they fall into the hands of the 
Oumami.r, the OtttaoutH, the .Algonkins, and the 
Savages of Canada : For thefe People are extream 
cruel to their Prifoners. The ]eaft Punilhment 
tliey inflict upon 'em, is, tha~ of obliging the 
poor Wretches to put their Finger into the mouth 
of a lighted Pipe ; which makes an agreeable di
verfion to the Conqueror in his Journey home. 
The other Nations ufe their Prifoners with much 
more Humanity. From hence we m a}' con
clude, that we ought to make a great difference 
between die feveral Nations of Canada ; fome 
of which are Warlike, others Cowardly ; fome 
a lively Active People, others Heavy and Dull: 
n a Word, the Cafe is the fame in America as it 

is in Europe, where every Nation has not the Vir..: 
tues or Vices of another. For the Iroquefe, and 
the other Nations that I nam'd along with them, 
burn all their Prifoners ; whereas the other Na
tions content themfelves with the keeping of 
them in Slavery, without putting any to Death. 
'Tis tne firft fort that I mean to fpeak of in the 
liree enfuing Paragraph~. 
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As foon as a party of Barbarians approach their 

own Village, they m"ake a5 many Dead-Cries as 
they have loft Men ; and when they come with· 
in a Mufquet· Shot of the Village, they renew 
the mournful Tune ; and repeat it for a certain 
number of times anfwerable to the number of 
the flain among the Enemies. Then the Youths 
under fixteen. and above twelve years of age, 
Arm themfel ves with Sticks, and make a Lane in 
order to beat the Prifoners, which they put in 
execution as foon as the Vf arriours have made 
their entry, carrying the Hair of thofe they ha Ye 
flain upon the end of their Bows. . 

The nex~ day, the old Men n1eet in Council 
upon the diftribution of the Prifoners, which are 

. ~ommonly prefented to fuch Married Women or 
Maids as have loft Relations in the Expedition, 
and to thofe that want Slaves. After the diftri· 
bution is adjufted, three or four Young Scoun· 
drels of the Age of fifteen, take the Prifoners 
and conduCl: them to thefe Women or Girles. 
Now, if the Woman to whom the prefent is 
made, means that the poor Wretch fhould die, 
lhe gi~es him to underftand that her Father, her 
Brother, her Husband, &c. having no Slaves to 
ferve them in the Country of. the Dead, it be
hoves him to take a Journey thither out of hand. 
If evidence be brought that the poor Slave has 
kill~ d either Women or C:hildren in his lifetime, 
the young Executioners lead him to a Woodpile, 
where he is forc'd to undergo the ~Hfrnal Tor· 
ments mentioned in my 2;d Letter; and fome· 
times fomewhat that is yet more terrible. But if 
the unfortunate Prifoner can make it appear that 
he only kill' d Men,, they content themfelves 
with the Shooting of him. If the Woman or 
Girl has a mind to fave the Prifoners life ( which 
often happens) ilie takes him by the hand ; and 

aft et 
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after condud:ing him into the Hut, cuts his Bonds 
and orders him Cloaths, Arms, Viduals and To
bacco. This favour is ufually accompany' d with 
thefe words. I have given thee thy life, I have 
knock' J off thy chains, pluck up a good heart, ferve 
me wen, be n.()t ill minded, and thou fhalt have w~ere
upon to comfort thee for the loft of thy Count~r and thy 
Relations. Sometimes the Iroquc{e Won1en adopt 
the Slaves that are prefented to )em, and then 
they are look'd upon as Members of the Nation. 
As for the Women Prifoners they are diftributed 
among the Men, who sre fure to grant 'em 
their lives. 

You muft take notice that the Savages of Ca
nada never exchange their Prifoners. As foon as 
they are put in Chains, their Relations and the 
whole Nation to which they retain, look upon 
'em as dead ; unlefs it be that they were fo much 
Wounded when they were taken, that ther 
could not poffibly kill themfelves. Thefe indeed 
they receive when they make their efcape ; hut 
if the other Prifoners fhould offer to return, they 
would be contemn' d by their neareft Relations, 
and no body would receive 'em. The way of 
waging War among the Savages is fo harfh, that 
one muft have a Body of Steel to bear the Fa ... 
tigues they are oblig' d to undergo. Now if we 
joyn to this inconveniency that of their giving 
but little Quarter to one another ; and for the 
moft part, without any regard either to Women 
or Children, we w111 not think it ftrange that 
the number of their Warriours is fo fmall, that 
fotnetimes one Nation can fcarce mufier up a 
thoufand. 

The Savages are never raih in declaring W 2-r; 
they hold frequent Councils before they refolve 
upon it, and muft be very well affur' d of the 
fteddinefs oc the Neighbotuing Nations, whofe 

F f AiHanc 
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Alliance or Neutrality they require. Be fides; 
before they come to fuch a refolution, they make' 
it their bufinefs to fathom the Minds of fuch Na
tions as lye remote ; to the end that they may 
take juft meafures, by weighing all the Confe~ 
quences ferioufly, and endeavouring to forefee all 
the accidents that may happen. They ufe the Pre .. 
caution of fending Deputies to the People whom 
they propofe for their Allies,to make a narrow in
quiry whether their Old Men have Heads well 
turn'd for Government, and for the giving of 
judicious and feafonable Counfels to their War
riours, who{e number they want to know as well 
as their Valour and Experience. The next thing 
that they have in view, is the carrying on of the 
Trade of Skins with the French without difad
vantage, and the I-Iunting of Beavers in Winter 
without expofing themfelves to dan~r. After 
~Jl, they make this propofal to their Allies; that 
they fhall engage not to put an end to the War 
till their Enemies are intirely deftroy' d, or elfe 
oblig' d to abdicate their Country. 

Their way of declaring War is this : They 
fe,nd back to the Nation that they have a mind to 
qu.1rrel with, a Slave of the fame Country ; with 
orders to carry to the Village of his own Nati
on an Axe, the Handle of which is p;1inted red 
and black. Sometimes they fend three or four 
fuch Slaves, obliging them to promife before 
hand, that they fuall not bear Arms againftthem; 
and commonly this Promife is religioufly ob· 
ferv' d. 

It remains only to acquaint you how . they 
make eace; you mufl: knoW that the Savages 
ne\~·cr think o~ an A.ccommodation till after .a 
lcn·:J" War: But V\-'.1en th .y are ienfib~e that 'tis 
ti,eir InteEeft to eo ue to it they detach five, or 
t n) or fHtcen, or twenty '\V arriors, to n1ake a 

Pro-
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Propofal to the Enemies. Thefe Commiffioner· 
go fometimes by Land, and fometimes in Ca
nows, and always carry the great Calumet of 
Peace in their Hand, much after the fame man
ner as a Cornet carries his Standard. I fet forrh 
in my Seventh Letter what a profound Venera~1-
on all the Savages of Canada have for this famous 
Pipe. There was not one Inftance of their Vio
lating the Sacred Rights of this Pipe before the 
Emhaffy of Chevalier Do, at which time they 
took occafion to revenge the Bufinefs of the Rat, 
as I gave you to know in my Seventeenth Let
ter. If the Commiffioners of Peace.... march 
by Land, as foon as they arrive within a Musket
ihot of. the Village, fome young Men march out 
and poft themfelves in an oval Figure. This 
aone, the Commiffioner that carries that great 
fign of Peace, makes up towards them, finging 
and dancing the Calumet Dance ; which he 
continues to do while the old Men meet in 
Council. If the Inhabitants of the Village do 
not think it proper to accept of the Propofal of 
l?eace, their Orator or Speaker makes a Haran
gue to the Envoy that carries the Calumet, who 
upon that goes and rejoins his Company. This 
Pacifick Retinue is regal' d with Prefents of 
Tents, Corn, Meat and Fifh; but at the fame 
time they are acquainted that they muft depare 
their Country the next Day. If on the other 
Hand, the old Men agree to the conclufion of a 
Peace, they march out and meet the Comtniffi
oners, and after conduCting the whole Company 
~nto the Village, provide them with extraordina
ry good Lodgings and a plentiful 'l"'able, during 
the whole courfe of the Negotiation. When the 
Com1niffioners come by Water they fend out a 
Cano\V while tlie refi lye by ; ana as foon as 
thi- Canow comes near to the Village, the lnha-

~ f J.. t, nts 
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bitants of the Village fend out another to meet 
it and conduct the Propofer of Peace to their 
Habitations, where the Ceremonies are per .. 
form' d after the fame manner as before. This 
great Calumet is likewife made ufe of by the 
Confederate Savages, that demand Paifage thro' 
the Country of their Allies, whet her by Land 
or Water, in purfuance of Warlike or Hunting 
Expeditions. 

~ Piew of the Heraldry, or the Coats of 
.Arms of the Savages. 

A Fter a perufal of the former Accounts I 
fent you of the Ignorance of the Savages 

with reference to Sciences, you will not think ic 
ftrange that they are unacquainted with Heral-' 
dry. 'fhe Figures you have reprefented in this 
Cut will certainly appear ridiculous to you, and 
indeed they are nothing lefs : But after all you'l 
content your felf with excufing thefe poor 
Wretches) without rallying upon their extrava
gant Fancies. They make ufe of the Blazoning 
n:prefented in the Cut, for the following Pur-
pofes. -t 

V/ hen a Party of Savages have routed their E
nen1ies in any Place whatfoever, the Conque
rours take care to pull the Bark off the Trees 
for the height of five or fix Foot in all Places 
where they ftop in returning to their own Coun
try; and in honour of their Victory paint cer
tain Images with Coal poanded and beat up 
with Fat and Oyl. Thefe Pictures, which are 
defign' d and explain' d in the infuing Chapter, 
continue upon the peel' d Tree for ten or twelvo 

Year., 
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Years, as if they were Grav'd, without being 
defac' d by the Rain. 

This they do to give all Paffangers to under .. 
ftand what Exploits they have done~ The Arms 
for the Nation3 and fometimes a particular Mark 
for the Leader of the Party, are painted in Co
lours upon thefe ftrip' d Trees ; and for that rea .. 
fon 'twil not he improper to fuhjoin a Defcripti
on of ~em. 

The five Outaor1a[e Nations have a Sinople or 
Green Field, with four Elks in Sable Canton' d., 
and looking to the four Corners of the Efcutch
eon, there being a heap of Sand in the mid ... 
die. · 

The I!Jinefe bear a Beech Leaf with a Butterfly 
Argent. 
. The Nadoue/]is or Scioux have a Squirrel Gulu, 
gnawing a Citron Or. 

The Hurons bear a Beaver Sable, fet fquat upon 
a Beaver Kennel Argent, the midfi of a Pool 
or Lake. 

The Outagamis hear a Meadow Sinople, crofs' d 
by a winding River Pale, with two Foxes Gules 
at the two Extremities of the River, in Chief and 
Point. 

The Pouteoutamis call' d Puants bear a Dog in 
Argent, fleeping upon a Mat ,f Or. Thefe Peo
ple obferve the Rules of Blazoning lefs than the 
other Nations. · 

The Oumamis have a Bear Sable, pulling down 
with his two Paws a Tree Sinople moffy, and 
laid along the Efcutcheon. 

The Oucahipoues, call'd SauteursJ have an Ea
gle Sable, pearching upon fhe top of a Rock 
Argent, and devouring an Owl Gules. 

Ff; 
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An Explication of the Hieroglyphicks that 
· fland oppojite to the Letters A B C DE F 

6 H 1 K, heing plac'd at the fide of a Co· 
lumn reprefenting the Foot of a fuppos'J 
Tree. 

I
F we take the W prd Hieroglyphick in its natu

ral Senfe, 'tis only a Reprefentation of Sa
~red and Divine Objetl:s, Calculated according 
to the Ideas we have of 'em. But without any 
regard to the Etymology, I choofe rather to 
make ufe of the common Priviledge of an infi
nity of Authors, in beftowing the Title of Hie
roglyphick Symbols upon all thefe Figures that 
correfpond to the following Letters. 

A. Oppofite to this Letter you fee the Arms 
of France, with an Ax above. Now the Axis 
a Symbol of War among the Savages, as the 
Calumet is the Bond of Peace : So that this im· 
ports, that the French have taken up the A"l., or 
have made a Warlike Expedition with as many 
tens of Men as there are Marks or Points rouna 
the Figure. Thefe Marl~s you fee are Eigh· 
teen in number, and fo they fignifie an Hun· 
~red and eighty Warriors. 

B. Over againft this Letter you meet with a. 
Mountain that reprefents the City of Monreal, 
(according to the Savages)and the Fowl upon th~ 
Wing at the top fignifies Departure. The Moon 
ppon the Back of the Stag fignifies the firft 
Quarter of the Jflly Moon, which is call' d the 
Stag-41oan, . · 

c. Oppo· 
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c. Oppofite to this Letter you defcry a Ca

now, importing that they have travel'd by Wa
ter as many ays as you fee Huts in the Figure, 
i. e. 21 Days. 

D. Upon the fame parallel with this Letter 
you fee a Foot, importing that after their Voy
age byWater they march'd on Foot as many Days 
as there are Huts defign' d; that is, feven Days 
Journeys for Warriors, each Days Journey being 
as much as five common French Leagues, or five 
of thofe which are reckon'd to be twenty i~ a 
Degree. 

E. By this Letter you perceive a Hand and 
three Huts, which fignifie that they are got with
in three Days Journey of the lroquefe Tfonnonto
uans, whofe Arms are a Hut with two Trees 
leaning downwards, as you fee them drawn. 
The 5un imports that they were juft to the Eaft
ward of the Village: For you muft obferve, that 
if they had march' d to the W eftward the Arms 
of thefe Savages had been plac'd where the 
Hand is, and the Hand had been turn' d and 
plac' d where you now fee the Hut with the two 
Trees. 

F. Oppofite to this Letter you perceive twelve 
Marks, fignifying fo many times ten Men, like 
thofe at the Letter A. The Hut with the two 
Trees being the Arn1s of the Tfonnontouans /hews 
that they were of that Nation; and the Man in 
a lying pofture fpeaks that they were furpris'd. 

G. In the row which anfwers to this Letter 
there appears a Club and eleven Heads, import
ing that they had kill' d eleven Tfonnontouans, and 
the five Men fta.nding upright upon the five 
Marks fignifie, that they took as many times ten 
Prifoners of War. 

Ff4 
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H. Oppofite to this Letter you fee nine ea~ 

in an Arch, the meaning of which is, that nin 
of the Aggreffors or of the Victorious fide (which 
I fu ppofed to be French ) were kill' d ; and the 
twelve Marks underneath fignifie that · as many 
were Wounded. 

I. Oppofite to this Letter you fee .A.rrows fly .. 
ing in the Air, fome to one fide and fome to the 
other, importing a vigorous Defence on both 
fides. 

K. At this Letter you fee the Arrows all point-
ed one way, \Vhich fpeaks the worfted Party ei
ther flying or fighting upon a Retreat in dif
order. 

The meaning of the whole is in a few Words 
~s follows. An Hundred and eighty French Men 
fet out from Monreal in the firft Quarter of the 
July Moon_, and fail' d twenty one Days; after 
which they march' d thirty five Leagues over 
La.tJd and furpris' d a hundred and twenty Tfon· 
nontouans on the Eaft fide of their Village , 
eleven of whmn were Kill'd, and fifty taken 
Prifoncrs; the French fuftaining the lofs of nine 
Kill'd and twelve Wounded, after a very obfii
nate Engagement. 

This may. ferve to prompt you and me to re
turn thanks to God for vouchfafing to us the 
means of ex preffing our Thoughts by the bare 
ranking of twenty three Letters, and above all 
of \V riting in lefs than a Minute a Difcourfe 
that the Americans oannot Decypher with their 
impertinent 1-Iieroglyphicks in the fpace of an 
Hour. rfhough the number of thofe dark Sym· 
bols is of no large extent, yet 'tis very perplex
ing to an European ; ior which Reafon I have 
~ontented n1y telf in learning only fuch of 'em 
flS are moft Bffential; t4e knowledge of which 

. - I owe 
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to Neceffity mo e than Curiofit~. I could 

{end you others that are as extravag_ant thefe 
. now fend you ; but confidering that they will 
be o£ no ufe to you, 1 choofe to fave my felf 
the labour of drawing them upon Paper, and. 
you the trouble of looking 'em over. v 

I am, Sir, 

Yours, &c. 



CONFERENCE 
OR 

ALOGUE 
BETWEEN THE 

.AV'THO Rand A'D ARIQ 
A Noted Man among tlie 

AV AGES. 
CONTAINING 

A Circumftantial View of the Cufloms and 
Humours of that People. 

Lahon- ·Am infinitely well pleas' d, my dear 
tan. Adario, that I have an opportunity 

of reafoning with you upon a Suo
jett of the greateft Importance; for 

111J bufinefs is to unfold to you the great Truths 
of Chriftianity. 

Adario, I atn ready to hear thee, my dear Bro
ther, in order t~ be inform' d of a great many 
things that the Jefuits have been Preaching up 

for 
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for a long time ; and I would have us to dif
courfe together with all the freedom that may 
be. If your Belief is the fame with that of the 
Jefuits, 'tis in vain to enter into a Conference • 
for they have entertain'd tne with fo many Fabu~ 
lous and Romantick Stories, that all the credit I 
can give 'em, is to believe, that they have 
more Senfe than to believe themfelves. 

Lahontan; I do not know what they have faid 
to you; but I am apt to believe that their Words 
and mine will agree very well together. The 
Chriftian Religion is a Religion that Men ought 
to profefs in order to obtain a place in Heaven. 
God bath permitted the difcovery of America, 
meaning to fave all Nations that will follow the 
Laws of Chriftianity. 'Twas his Divine Plea
fare that the Gofpel fuould he Preach' d to thy 
Nation, that they may be inform' d of the true 
way to Paradife, the bleffed Manfion of good 
Souls. 'Tis pit~ thou wilt not be perfwaded to 
make the beft ufe of the Favours and the Talents 
that God hath befiow' d upon· thee. Life is ffiort; 
the Hour of our Death is uncertain, and Time 
is precious. Undeceive thy felf therefore, as to 
the imagin' d Severity of Chriftianity, and im
brace it without delay, regrating the lofs of thofe 
Days thou has fpent in Ignorance, without a due 
fenfe of Religion and Wodhip, and without the 
knowlege of the true God. 

Atlario. How do you mean;without the Knowledge 
of the True God? What ! are you mad? Do)ft thou 
believe we are void of Religion, after thou haft 
dwelt fo longamongft us? Do'ftnot thee know in 
the firft place, that \IVe acknowledge a C1 ea tor of 
the Univerfe, under the Title of the Great Spi.it 
or Mafter of Life; whom we belieYe to be in 
every thing, and to be unconfin'd to Limit ? 
2. That we own the Immortality of the Soul. 

3· That 
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3. ';]}hat the Great Spirit has furnilh' d us Wlth 

Rational Faculty , capable of diftinguHhing 
"Good from Evil, as much :ts Heaven fromEartfi; 
to the end that we might Religioufiy obferve the 
true Meafures of Juftice and Wifdom. 4· Trhat 
the Tranquility and Serenity of the Soul pleafes 
the Great 1vlafter of Life : And on the other 
b1tnd_, that he abhors trouble and anxiety · of 
Mind, becaufe it renders Men Wicked. 5· That 
Life is a Dream, and Death the Seafon of Awa .. 
king, in which the Soul fees and knows the Na
ture and Quality of all things_, whether vifible 
or invifible. 6. That the utmoft reach of our 
Minds can't go one Inch above the Surface oftlie 
Earth : So that we ought not to corrupt and 
fpoil it by endeavouring to pry into Invifihle and 
Improbable things. This my dear Friend is Out 
Belief, and we att up to it. with the greateft Ex
actnefs. We believe that we fball go to the 
Country of Souls after death; but \Ve have no 
fuch apprehehfion as you have, of a good and bad 
Manfion after this Life, provided for the gooa 
and bad Souls ; for we cannot tell whether. 
every thing that appears faulty to Men, is fo in 
the Eyes of God. If your Religion differs from 
ours, it do's not follow that we have none atall. 
Thou knoweft that I have been in France, New· 
York and .§?._uebec ; where I Study' d the Cuftoms 
and Doctrines of the Englifh and French. The 
Jefuits allege, that out of five or fix hundrea 
forts of Religions , there's only one that is 
the good and the true Religion, and that's their 
own ; out of which no Man fha\1 'fcape the 
Flames of a Fire that will burn his Soul to all 
Eternity. This is their allegation : But when 
they have faid all_, they cannot offer any Proof 
for it!' · 

La .. 
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. · ~Jhontan. lfhey have a great deal of r~afon, • 

· :AJar.w, o aifert tHat there are ba4 Souls ~ for 
w.· thout ftraggling fa~ for a Proof, they need on
ly to give thine for an Inftance. He that is un
acquainted with the Truths of the Chriftian Re
ligion, is not capable of receiving a Proof. All 
that tliou haft offer,d in thy own defence !s pro ... 
aigious Madnefs. The Country of Souls that 
thou fpeakeft of is only a Chimerical Hunting 
Country : Whereas our Holy Scriptures inform 
us of a Paradife, Seated above the remoteft Stars, 
where God does actually refide ; being incircled 
with Glor.y, and the Souls of all the Faithful 
Chriftians. The fame very Scriptures _ma e 
mention of a Hell, which we take to be Situa
ted in the Centre of the Earth : And in which 
the Souls of all fuch as reject Chriftianity, as 
well' as thofe of bad Chriftians., will burn for 
ever without Confumption. This is a Truth t_hat 
y u ought to think of: 

Adario. Thefe Holy Scriptures that thou quo
teft every foot, as well as the Jefuit.r, require that 
mighty Faith which the Good Fathers are always 
toazing us with. .But this can be nothing hut a 
perfuafion : To believe, Importsno more tha.n to 
be perfuadcd of a thing : and to be perfu~d.ed or 
convinc,d, is to fee a thing with one's eyes, or to 
ha ·e it recommended by clear and folid Truths. 
Now how can I have that Faith, fince thou canft 
neither prove a tittle of what thou fay'ft, not 
fhew it 1ne before my eyes. Believe me, my 
Friend; do not wrap up thy Mind in obfcurity; 
give over the viflonary thoughts of thefe Holy 
Scriptures, or elfe let us make an end of our 
Conferences upon that I-I~ad; for according to 
our Principles, we muil ha~le probability in eve
ry thing \Ve admit of. What Groued haft thou 
for the Defiiny of the good Souls, who are 

lodg'd 
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• l<>dg' d with the Great Spirit above the Stars, or 

the F.ate of the had ones that iliall burn for ever 
in the Centre of the Earth ? Thou canft not hut 
charge God with Tyranny, if thou believefi 
that he Created but one fingle Man, with intent 
to render hitn eternally Miferable amidft die 
Flames in the Centre of the Earth. I know 
you'll pretend, that the Holy Scriptures prove 
that Great Truth: But granting it to be fo, then 
the Earthmuft be of eternal Duration; which the 
Jefoits deny. That flaming Place muft therefore 
ceafe. to be, when the Earth comes to be con~ 
futn' d. Befides, how canft thou imagine, that the 
Soul which is a pure Spirit, a thoufand times filo
tiler and lighter than Smoak ; how canft thou 
imagine, I fay, that this airy Being fhould move 
to the Centre of the Earth, contrary to its na
tural tendency ? 'Tis more likely, it lliould mount 
upwards and fly to the Sun, where you may fix 
that fiery place more reafonably ; efpecially con• 
fid.ering that this Star is much bigger, and infi· 
nitely n1ore hot than the Earth. 
· Labontan. Hark ye me, my dear .Atlario, thy 
Blindnefs is fcrew' d up to an extremity, and the 
hardnefs of thy Heart makes thee rejeCt this Faith 
and thefe Scriptures ; the truth of which does 
eafily appear, if one would but lay afide Preju
-dices : For you have nothing to Clo but to caft 
your Eye upon the Prophecies contain' d in the 
Sacred Pages; which beyond all difpute were 
Written before they came to pafs. This Sacred 
Hiftory is confirm' d by Heathen Authors, and by 
the Monuments of great eft Antiquity, and tliofe 
'the moft uncontcfi:ed that paft Ages can afford. 
'Believe me, if. thou woulcHt but reflect upon the 
ma.nner in which the Religion of Jefus Chr-iff 
\VasEfiab1Hh'd in the World and the Change that 
it wrought ; if thou had it b'ut a juft view of the 

Cha--
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CharaCters of Truth, Sincerity and Divinity that 
ff!ine in the Scriptures: In a word, if thou didft 
lJut enter into the particulars of our Religion ; 
thou wouldft fee and be fenfible, that its Doct
rines and .Precepts, its Promifes and Threats, are 
not chargeable with any abfurdity ; nor with any 
ill aefign, or any thing that runs contrary to our 
natural Sentiments : And that nothing is more 
fuitable to right Reafon, and the Principles of 
Confcience. 

;Adario. This is the fame Stuff that the Jefuits 
I have had up above a hundred times. They will 

have it, that fame five or fix thoufand years ago_, 
all that is fince come to pafs, was then unchange. 
ably decreed. They lay down the way in which 
the Heavens and the Earth were Created ; and 
tell you, that Man was made of the Duft of the 
Earth, and the Woman out of oneof his Ribs, as 
if God had not made her of the fame Stuff; that 
a Serpent temi?ted this Man in a Garden of Fruit
Trees to eat of an Apple, which was the occafi
on that the Great Spirit put his own Son to 
Death, on purpofe to fave all men. If I fb.ould 
£1y that thefe advances have a greater appearance 
of fabuloufnefs than of truth, you would clofe 
upon me with Reafons fetch' d from your Bible : 
But according to your own words, this Scrip· 
ture of yours had not always a Being ; the in
. vention of it bears the date of fome three thou-
fand years ago ; and 'twas not Printed till with-

put~. ~ in thefe four or five Centuries. Now, confider-
nu:· ing the divers events that come round in the 

courfe of feveral Ages, one muft certainly be 
ery credulous in giving credit to fo n1any idle 

Stories as are huddle . .:l up in that great Book that 
the Chriltians wo.uld haYe us to be\ieYe. I 'have 
fecn frune of the Books that the )-efuits1Wr.ic of 
our Country; and thofe who knew how to reaa 

'cm, 



9 
ome New Voyage 

;Jem, ex ain'd to me the fenfe of "em in th 
Language that . fpeak ; but I found they con
tain'ii"an infinity of Lyes and FiCtions heap'd up 
one above another. Now, if we fee with our 
eyes that Lyes are in Print, and that things are 
not reprefented in Pap'er as they really are ; how 
can you prefs me to believe .the Sincerity of yo11r; 
Bible that was Writ fo many Ages ago, and 
Tranfiated out of feveral Languages hy ignorant 
Men that could not reach tl?e juft Senfe, or hy 
Lyars who have alter' d, interpolated, or pared 
the Words you now read. I could mention fe .. 
veral other Objed:ions, which in the end wiH 
perhaps influence thee in fame meafure, to own 
that I have fome reafon to confine my Belief to 
fuch things as are vifible and probable. 

Lahontan. Poor .Adario, I have laid before thee, 
the certainty and evidence of the Chriftian Re
ligion ; but inftead of being convinc'd, tnou 
look'ft upon my Proofs as Chimerical, and offer .. 
eft the moft foolifh Reafons in the World. You 
quote the Falfhoods Written ·in the ·Nccounts of 
your Country that you have feen ; as if the Je• 
fuits who Writ 'em could not have beenimpos'd 
upon by thofe \vho fupplied them with fuch Me .. 
rnoirs. You muft confider, that thefe Defcri~ 
tions of Canada are Bawbles that ca.nnot come 
into the Ballance with the Books that treat of 
Sacred things ; fuch things as a hundred different 
Authours have Writ of, without contradicting 
one another .. . 

.Adario. How do you mean, without cont1'aditl-
ing one another ? Why ! That Book of Holy 
Things, is not it full _ of ContradiCl:iot1s ? Thefe 
Gofpels that the Jefuits fpeak of, do not they oc
cafion difcord between the French and the Eng
lifh? And yet if vve take your word for it, eve .. 
ry Period of that Book fprung fron1 the Mouti 



to 'North-Ameri a.' 97. 
f die Great Spirit. But if the Great Spiri 

mean'd that his Words fuould be underftood, 
why did he talk fo confufedl y, and doath his 
Words with an ambiguous Senfe_ ? One or two 
things muft follow from this advance. If he was 

orn and died upon the Earth, and made fpeech
es here, why, then his difcourfes muft be loft ~ 
for he would certainly have fpoke fo diftindly, 
and plainly, that the very Children might con
ceive his meaning. Or, if you will have the 
Gofpels to be his genuine Words, and contain 
nothing but what flow' d from him; why, then 
he muft have come to raife Wars in the World 
inftead of Peace; which cannot be. The Eng
li{h have told me that tho' their Gofpels contain 
the fame Words with the French, yet there's as 
great a difference between their Religion and 
yours, as between ~ight and Day. They fay 
pofitively that their's is the beft; and on the o
ther hand, the J efuits allege, that the Religion 
of the Englijb, and of a thoufand Nations be fides, 
is g<>od tor nothing. If there be but one true 
Religion upon Earth., who muftI believe in this 
cafe ? Who is it that do's not rake their own Reli
gion to he the moft perfea: ?How can theCapaci
ty of Man be able to fingle out that Divine Reli
gion from amongft fo many more, that lay clain1 
to the fame Title? Believe me, my dear Bro• 
ther, the Great Spirit is Wife, all his Works are 
perfed: ; 'tis he that made us, and he knows per
fettly well what will become of us. 'Tis our 
part to act freely , without pt:rplexing our 
thoughts about future things. He order' d thee 
to be Born in France, with intent that thou 
fuouldeft believe ;vhat thou neither feeft nor con
ceiveft; and me he has caus'd to be Born a Hu
ron, to the end that I fuould give credit to no
thing but what I underftand, and what my rea-
~ n teache me G g· Ltt• 
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Lahontan. Reafon teaches thee to be a Chrifti"' 

~n nd yet you refufe to be fuch. If you would, 
you might underftand the Truths of our GofpelJ 
in ·which a1l things are of a piece, and nothing 
can be found that favours of ContradiCtion. The 
Englijb a.re Chriftians as well as the French ; and 
tho' thefe two Nations have fome difference u~ 
on the fcore of Religion, it only relates to 
fome Paffages of Scripture, that they underftaP.d 
different ways. The firft and prin<:ipal Point 
hat occafions fo many aifputes, is this. The 

French believe that fince the Son of God faid, 
that his Body was in a Q10t{el of 13read ; wear 
bound to take it for a truth, in regard that he 
could not lie. He cold his A poftles that thv 
Bread was truly his Body, and that they ought 
to eat it, ~nd to perpetuate that Ceremony in 
Commemoration of him. J~ccordingly this Pre
cept is obferv' d ; for fince the death of that GOd 
made Man, the Sacrifice of the Mafs is perform, a 
·every day among the French~ who make no doubt 
~f the real prefence of the;: Son of God in that 
~it ~f Bread. But the E~glijh pretend, that the 
Son of God being in Heaven, cannot be Cor· 
porally prefent upon Earth, and that his words 
infuing upon that I nftitution ( the repetition of 
which would be tedious to thee) are ·evidence 
that he is only Spiritually prefent in the Breaa. 
This is all the difference between them and us; 
for ~s to the other Points, they are fo trifling, 
·that we could eafily come to an accommodation 

' upon em. 
AJario. I perceive then, the wor(-ls of the Son 

-of the Great Spirit are chargeable with {elf;. con· 
tradiCl:ion or obfcurity ; for as mucn as you and 
the Englijh difpute about his meaning with fo 
much heat and animoficy : And this feetns to be 

- the principal Spring of the hatred that thefe tWO 
. - .. Nations 
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ations bear to one another. But that is not 
liat I infifi: upon. Doft thou hear, my Brother; 

both the one and the other muft needs be fools, 
in believing the Incarnation of a God ; confider
ing the ambiguity of thofe Difcourfes mention' d 
in your Gofpel. There you meet with an infi.:. 
nity of things which are too grofs to come.from 
the Mouth of fo perfeCl: a Being. The J efuits 
aifure us, that the Son of the Great Spirit de
clar'd that he fincerely defired the Salvation of all 
Men. Now, if he defires it, \doubtlefs it mufi: 
come to pafs; and yet they are not all Sav'd nei
ther, for as much as he has faid ; many are ca'/l'd~ 
!Jut fi'u are chofen. This I take to be a plain 
Contradiction. The Fathers reply, that God 
8oes defire the Salvation of men, but. upon the 
condition that they defire it themfelves. But 
after all, we do not find that God has added 
that Claufe, for if he had, he had not fpoke fo 
ppfitively. But the Myftery lies here. The Je
fuits have a mind to pry into the Secrets of the 
Almighty, and to affume what himfelf did not 
pretend to, for he mention' d no fuch condition. 
The cafe is the fame, as if the grea~ Captain 
General of the French fhould give notice by his 
Viceroy, th~t 'tis his ple.afure that all the Slaves 
of Canarla fhould be Tranfported to France, where 
they might all grow rich ; and thereupon the , 
Slaves fhould make anfwer that they will not go, 
becaufe that great Captain cannot defire it un
lefs 'they be of the fame mind themfelves. Is not 
it true, my Brother, that their anfwer woul<i be 
ridicul' d, and they \'Vould be forc'd to go to 
France againft their will ? Can you offer any 
thing to the contrary ? In a word, the Jefuirs 
have commented to me upon fo many Expreffi
ons in that Book that contradict one another, 
that I'm anuz'd to find that they . frill call it the 

G g 2 Holy 
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Holy Scriptures. 'Tis written there, that th(S 
firft man whom the Great Spirit made with his 
own Hands, did eat of a forbidden Fruit, for 
whicb both he and his Wife were punifh' d, as 
being equally Criminal. Now, let's fuppofe the 
Punilhment infliCted upon the account of the 
Apple to be what you will ; this poor Man had. 
nothing to complain of, but that the Great Spirit 
knowing that he would eat of it, fuould have 
Created him to be Miferable. But let's confider 
the cafe of his Pofterity, who according to the 
J~fuits are involv'd in his Overthrow : Are the 
Children Blame-worthy for the Gluttony of. their 
Father and their Mother ? If a man Murder'd 
one of our Kings, muft the Punifhment reach c 
his whole Generation ; to Fathers, Mother~ 
Uncles, Coufins, Sifters, Brothers, and all hii 
other Relations ? Shall we fuppofe, therefore-, 
that when the Great Spirit gave this Man a Be· 
ing, he knew not what he might do after his 
Creation ? But that cannot be. But let's fu~ 
pofe again that all his Pofterity were accomplice&; 
of the Crime, (which at the fame time is an un• 
juft fuppofition) do's not your Scripture make 
this Great Spirit to be a Being of fuch Mercy 
and Clemency, that his Loving-Kindnefs to tht 
Human Race leaves all Conception far behind itt 
Is not he fo great and fo puiffant, that if all the 
Spirits of men that either are, or have been, or 
are to come, were united in one Perfon, 'twould 
he impoffible for that Mighty one to comprehend 
the Ieaft tittle of his Omnipotence ? Now, fine 
his goodnefs and mercy are fo tranfcendent, can't 
he by one Word vouchfafe a Pardon to that man 
and all his defcendants ? And fince he is fo pow1 
erful and great, how improbable is it, that fucll 
an Incomprehenfible Being lhould turn himfel 
into a Man, and not only live a miferable Life, 

. but 
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bnti tli an infamous Death ; in order to expiat 
the Stn of fo mean a Creature, that is as much 
or more beneatn liim, as a Flie is beneath tlie 
Sun and the Stars ? Where would that infinite 
Power be tlien ? What ufe would it he of to him. 
a what advantage would he make of it? To 
my mina, to believe the debafing of the Divine 
Nature, fpeaks a doubt of the Incomprehenfible 
reach of his Omnipotence, and an extravag~nt 
P.refumption with refpeCl: to our felves~ 

'£ahontan. Do'ft not thou perceive, my dear 
~ A.Jario, that the Great Spirit beingfo powerful, 

a d intitledto thePerfe<..'tions you have nam'd,the 
Sin of our Primitive Father muft by confequence 

ret be tlie moft enormous and heinous Crime that 
imagination it felf can reach? To make the cafe 
plain by an example ; If I beat one of my Sol
(lier ~ here's no harm done, but if I offer'd an 
affront to the King, tny Crime would be inflam' d 

' to the laft degree, and be juftly accounted un
k pardonable. Now, .Adam having offer'd a piece 

o£ Indignity to the King of Ki11gs, we come in
n to the lift of his Accomplices, as being part of 

hi oul ; and confequently the Divine J uftice 
requires fuch a Satisfaction as the Death of his 

on. 'Tis true, God could have Pardon' d us with 
' on Word ; but for reafons that I cannot give 

U you eafily to underftand, he was gracioufly ple~s' d 
to live and to die for all Mankind. I own that 
he is merciful, and that he might have acquit
ted Adam the fame day that the Crime was com
nlitted ; for his Mercy is the ground of all the 
hopes we have of; Salvation : But if he had not 
refented 'A.dam' s Difobedience, his Prohibition 
ha be: en a jeft. Had he overlook' d it, the con

. fequence would have been that he did not fpeak 
· fer· oufly ; and upon that foot, all the World 

would have h~d a juft Plea for doing what they 
p e 'd. G g 3 .Adario. 
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AJario. Hitherto thou proveft nothing ; and 

the more I fift the pretended Incarnation, I find 
it the lefs probable. What ! To think that this 
Great and Incomprehenfible Being, the Creator 
of the Earth, of the Seas, and of this vait Fir
mament, {hould be capable of debafing himfelf 
fo far, as to lye nine Months Prifoner in the 
Bowels of a Woman, and expofe himfelf to tht 
miferahle Life of his Fellow Sinners, that Writ 
the Books of your Gofpel; to be Beaten, Whip'dj 
and Crucify' d like an unhappy Wretch ; this, I 
fay, is what can't enter into my thoughts. 'Tis 
written, that he came upon the Earth on pur
pofe to die there, and with the fame Breath 'tis 
{aid that he was afraid to die. This implies a 
Contradid:ion two ways. In the firft place, i! 
his defign was to be Born, in order to die, he 
ought not to have dreaded death ; for, what is 
the ground of the fear of death ? The dread pf 

-death proceeds from this, that one do's not know 
hat will become of 'em when they depart thi~ 

Life. But he was not unacquainted with the 
place he was bound for, fo that he had no reafQn 
to be afraid. You know very well that we and 
our Wives Poyfon our felves frequently, in order 
to keep one another Company in the Regions10f 
the dead, when one or t' other is fnatch' d away. 
So you fee plainly the lofs of Life does not fcare 
us, tho> at the fame time, we are not certain 
what courfe our Souls \Vill fteer. What anfwer 
canft thee give me upon this Head? In a fec0nd 
place ; Since the Son of the Great Spirit was in· 
vefted with a Power equal to that of his Fa· 
ther ; he had no occafion to pray his Father to 
fave his Life, in regard that he was able to guard 
off Death by his own Power ; and that in pr~y
ing to his Father he pray'd to himfelf. & for 

, tny part, my dear Brother, I can't have any no· 
I tion 
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tion ofl what thou woulaeft have me t Con-
eive. . 

Labontan. I find you were in the right of it in 
tel ing me but now, that your capacity would 
no reach an inch abo e the furface of the Earth. 

, Mour way of Reaf0ning is fuflicient Proof of 
:r.our Affertion. · -ow that I have heard his, I 
do not think it ftrange that the Jefuits have fo 
much trouble in Preaching to you, and giving 

~ou to underftand the Sacred Truths. I play 
the fool in reafoning with a Savage, that is not 
capable of diftinguiiliing a Chimerica Suppo.. 
fition from a certain and a fianding Principle, or 
3 Confequence elld aw.n from a falfelnference. 
To gtve you an in ance. When you fpake of 
his truth, that God w.as ·willing to 1 ve a 1 men, 

and at the fame time that they are but few who 
are fav' d ; you charg' d a Contradiction upon it, 
and at the fame time there's no fuch thing in the 
cafe : For he defires to fave all men that wHh 
their own Salvation, by ob{erving his Law and 
his Precepts ; that is, fuch as believe his Incar
nation, the trut of the Gofpels, the rewards 
provided for the Good, the punilhments prepa

t 'ted for the Wicked, and a State of Futurity. 
ut in regard that few fuch will be found, all 

the reft are doom' d to the everlafting Flames of 
that Fire that you- make a jeft of. Take care you 

re not one of the latter Clafs. · If it fhould bap ... 
en fo, 'twould be a great trouble to me, hecaufe 

thou art my Friend. :You will not fay then, 
that the Gofpel is cramm' d with Contraditl:ions 
and Chima:ra's; you will not then require grofs 
Proofs for all the 'Frurhs I have laid before you ; 
you'll repent in earneft of having branded our 
Evangelifts for weak and filly Tale-tellers. But, 
the worft is, 'twill then be too late. Prichee, 
think of all this, and be not fo very ohftinate ; 

G g 4 forJ 
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for, in roeft, if thou doft not yield to the un. 
conteftable Reafons that I produce for our Myfte,. 
r· es, I w·n never fpeak to thee as long as I live. 

;/l.Jario. Ha! my Brother, do not trouble thy 
bead I do not pretend to provoke thee by of~ 
fering my Reafons. I do not hinder thee to be. 
lieve the Gofpels : I only beg the favour that 
thou'lt fuffer me to doubt the truth of all the 
Advances thou· hafr made. Nothing can be more 
natural to the Chr~flians than to believe the Holy 
Scriptures, upon tb~e account, that from tl-teir In
fancy they have heard fo much of >em, that m 
imitation of fo many People Educated in the 
fame Faith, they have 'em fo much Imprinted 
upon their Imagination, that Reafon has no far-

, ther influence upon their Minds, they being 
ready prepoifefs'd with a firm belief of the truth 
of the Gofpels. To People that are void of Pre
judice, fuch as the Hurons, there's nothing fo 
reafonable, as to examine things narrowly. No , 
after frequent reflexions for the courfe of ten 
years upon what the Jefuits Preach' d of the Llfe 

.. and Death of the Son of the Great Spirit, ~ 
muft tell you, that all my Hurons will give thee 
founy reafons to the contrary. As for my own 
~ar~, I have always maintain' d that if 'twere 
poffible that the Great Spirit had been fo mean, 
as to defcend to the Earth, he had fuewn him-

. felf to all the Inhabitants of the . Eanh ; he had 
defcendedin Triumph, and in pub lick :vie\f, with 
Splendour and Majefty; h~ had rais'd thedcad, 
·refior'd fight to the blind, made the lame to walk 
upr·gHt, cur'd all the difeafes upon the Earth: 
In ne, he had fpoke and 'comrn~n.ded all that 
lie ha. a mind to have done_, he had gone froro 

ation to Nation to work thefe great Miracles, 
ana to give the fame Laws to t ..,. whole \Vqrld. 
fad he. don~ fo, we h· d een all pf the. frm~ 

Reli· 



elig· on, and that great Uniformity fpr ad ov r· 
the face of the Earth, would be a lafti g P.roo 
to our Pofterity for ten tboufand years t corn , 
of the truth of a Religion that was known and 
receiv'd wit e ual approbation in the four Cor
ners of the Earth. But inftead of that Unifor
mity, we find five or fix hundred Religions, -

ong which that Profefs' d by the French , is 
ccording to your Argument the only true one, 
he only one that is Good and Holy. In fine, 

after I had reflected a thoufand times upon tliof< 
iddles that you call Myfteries,I was of the Opi

nion that a Man muft be Born beyond the great 
La.f{e; that is, he muft be an Englijh-man or a 
French·man, that can form any Idea of 'em. For 

hen they allege that God, who can't be repre
fented under any Figure; could produce a Son 
under the Figure of a Man : I am ready to re
ply, that a Woman can't bring forth a Beaver ; 
oy reafon that in the courfe of Nature, every 
Species produces its like. Befides, if before the 
coming of the Son of God all men were devoted 
to the Devil, what reafon have we to tliink that; 
he would affume the Form of fuch Creatures as 
were lifted into the Service of the Devil. Could 
not he take upon him another Form, which 
n1ight be finer and more pompous than the Hu

ane ? That he might, is the more reafonable, 
fince the third Perfon of that Trinity ( which is 
fo inconfiftent with Unity) aifum'd the Form of 
a Dove. 

Lahontan. Thou haft drawn up a Savage fort 
• of. a Syftem by inventing Chima:ra's that are no

thing to die purpofe. Give me leave to tell thee 
once more, that I fee 'tis in vain for me to at
tempt to convince thee by folid Reafons, in re ... 
gard that thou art not capable of underftanding 
~em. I muft therefore refer you to the Jefuitii. 

In 
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In the mean time,- I have a mind to give you t 
underftand one thing that's very plain, and tlia 
will fall within the Verge of your Genius, vir;,. 
That 'tis not the bare believing of the Great 
Truths of the Gofpel which you deny, that is 
fufficient to conduct one to the Manfions of the 
Great Spirit. Over and above the belief, one 
muft inviolabl~ obferve the Precepts of the law 
that is there deliver' d ; that is to fay, one muft 
not adore any thing but the Great Spirit alone, 
one muft not work on the days allotted for folemn 
Prayer, one muft honour their Father and their 
Mother, and not only ·avoid the embraces of 
Girles, hut be free from an inclination that way, 
nnlefs it be upon the foot of Marriage. 'Tis 
requir' d for this end, that we lliould not kill or 
promote the killing of any one ; that we fuou a 
not fpeak ill of our Brethren, or utter Lies, or 

· touch another man's Wife, or incroach upon the 
property of our Brethren. We muft go to Mafs 
on the days appointed for that purpofe by the 
Jefuits, and Faft fome days of the week. For 
tho' you believ' d the ·Holy Scriptures as much as 
we do, unlefs you obferve the Precepts they 
contain , you'll be doom' d to everlafting Flames 
after your death. 

Adario. So, my dear Brother, this is what I 
expected. 'Tis a long time fince I knew all that 

' thou haft now fet forth ; and indeed I take it to 
be a very reafonable Article in your Gofpel. No.:· 
thing can be jufter and more plaufihle than tbok 
Precepts you fpeak of. You atl: difingenuoufly 
in faying that unlefs the Commandments are 

· punctually obferv' d and pratl:is' d, the giving 
Faith and Credit to the Gofpel will not avail: 
For, pray, how comes it about that the French be· 
lieve the Gofpel, and yet make a jeft of its Pre
cepts. This I take to be a manifeft Gontra<lidi-

on: 
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: or, in the firft p ace, as to the Adoration 

of= the Great Spirit, I fee no fign of it in your 
Actio , fo that your Worfuip confifts only in 
Words, and feems to be Ca culated to cheat us. 
:To give you an inftance; do not you fee every 
d y that ¥our Merchants when they bargain with 
us for Beave -Sk" 1s, do commonly fay:, my Goods 
coft me fo much, 'tis true as I Adore the Al 
mighty ; I lofe fo much by you, 'tis as true as 
hat God is in Heaven. But I do not find that 

they offer him the Sacrifice of their m oft-valuable 
oods, as we do after we .have bought 'em from 

them, when we burn 'em before their Faces. 
In the next place, as for Working on the days 
fet apart for W odhip, I do not find that you 
make any difference between ~oly-Days and 
Work-Days ; for I have frequently feen the 
Fre~cb bargain for Skins on your Holy-Days, as 
well as make Nets, Game, Quar~el, beat one 

nother, get Drunk, and commit a hundred ex-
travagant Actions. In a third place, touching 
the Veneration we have for our Fathers or An
ceftours, 'tis but feldom that you follow their 
Counfel ; you fuffer 'em to die for Hunger, you 
leave ~em and take up feparate Habitations; you 
are always ready to ask fomething of 'em, but 
never to give ,em any thing; and if. you expect 
'any thing from 'em, you wifh for their death; 
or at leaft you exped: it with impatience. In the 
fourth ·place, as for Continence with ref2ea: to 
the tender ex; w~o is it among you (abating 
for the J efuits ) that has ever atted up to it ; do 
not we fee every day that your Youths purfue 
our Daughters and our Wives, even to the ~ery 
Fields, with a defign to inveigle 'em by prefents? 
Do not they Roll every Night from Hutt to Hutt 
in our Village, in order to debauch 'em ? And 
doft not thee know how many fuch Adventures 

there 
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there a;e among thy own Soldiers? In· the h 
place, to touch upon the head of Murder, tis: 
fuch a common thing among you, that upon the 
leafr accident, you clap your Hands to your 
Swords and Butcher one another. I remember 
when I was at Paris, People vvere run thro' in 
the Streets every night; and upon the Road hot 
tween Pari& and Rochcl_, I was told that I was irl 
danger of my life. Sixthly. Lying and Slan 
ing your Brethren, is a thing that you can asl~ 
tie refrain as Eating and Drinking. I never: 
heard four French-Men Converfe together, with· 
out [peaking ill of fome body ; and if you knew 
what I have heard 'em fay publickly of the Vice
roy~ the lntendant, the Jefuits, and of a thou· 
fand People that you know, not excepting yGur 
Self, you would be con vine' d that the French arc 
very well vers' d in Defamations. And as to the 
hufinefs of Lying, I affirm it for a truth, that 
there is not one Merchant in this Country that 
will not tell you twenty Lies in felling the worth 
of a Beaver's Skin in Goods; tiot to mention the 
lies they invent in order to defame their Neigh. 
hours. In a feventh place, to adjuft the Point 
of ingaging with Married Women, we need no 
other Proof than to hear your Difcourfes when 
you have got a little Drink in your Heads ; then 
you'll entertain us with a great many fine StoritiD 
of your Adventures that way. But to go n6 
farther, pray reckon up how many Ghildren are 
got upon the Wives of the Coureurs de Bois during 
their I:Jusbands abfence. In the eighth place, 
to come to the Article of 11ot encroaching upon.:; 
our Ndghbours Property, how many 'Lhefts or 
Robberies have you feen committed among the 
Coureurs de Bois fince you came to this Country Z 
liave not the r.fhieves been taken in the Fad, 
and puniPn' d accordingly ? Is not it fuch a com

mon 



mon tning in your ~owns, that one can't wal 
l in the Streets in the ight time with fafety, and 

that you dare not leave your Doors open ? In 
the ninth place, as for going to your Mafs to 
hear fome Words fpoke in an unknown Lan

t guage ; 'cis true the French go commonly to it, 
\~ but their defign in going is to think of other 
S things than Praying. At 1?2._uebec, the Men go to 

Mafs to ·pick up the Women, and the Women 
can take die fame Method to make Affignments with 
I the Men. I have feen fome of your Women call 

for G.ufhions, for fear of fpoiling their St()ckins 
and Petti-coats ; then they fit down upon their 

t~e Heels, and pull a Book out of a great Bag, 
o~ at which they open and hold in their hands, rho' 

at the fame time, they look more at the Men 
they like, than at the P.rayers contain' d in the 
Book. Moft of your French People take Snufh 
when they're at Mafs ; they talk, and laugh; 
and fing rather for Diverfion than out of Devoti
on. And, which is yet worfe ; I know that 8u
ring the time of Mafs, feveral Women and Girles 
take the opportunity of purfuing their Amours, 
b fraying at home all alone. As for your Fafis, 
I muft fay they are :very comical : You eat of all 
forts of Fifh·till you burft again, you cramaown 
Eggs and a thoufand other things, and yet you 
call this fafting. In fine, my dear Brother, you 
French Folks do all of you make large Pretenfions 
to Faith, and yet you are downright Infidels ; 
you would fain pafs for wife People, and at the 
fame time you are fools ; you take your felves to 
be Men of. Senfe, but at the bottom Ig:n,orance 
and Prefumption is your true Character. 

Lahontan. This conclufion, my dear Brother, 
favours too ftrong of the Hurons, in being apply'd 
to all the French in general. if your reprefenta
tion were juft, ne're a one of 'em ·ould go to 

Para-
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Paradife. But we know that there are Millions 
of 'em in the State of the Bleffed, whom we 
call Saints, and whofe Images you fee ip our 
Churches. I own that there are bll t few of the 
French who have that true Faith that's the only 
Principle of Piety ; feveral make a Profeffion of 

. believing the Truths of our Religion, but this 
belief is wanting as to its due ftrength and hve~ 
lineiS. I own that the greateft part of thofe who 
know the Divine Truths, and make a Profeffion 
of believing them, do atl: quite contrary to what 

aith and H..eligion injoyns. I cannot deny the 
juftnefs of your Charge, in alleging a Contra
diction upon 'em. But you muft confider, that 
fometimes j\.fen fin againft the light of their own 
Confcienc~:, and fon1e Men lead wicked Livei 
that have receiv' d good Inftruction. Now this 
n1ay he owing either to their want of Attentionr 
or to the force of their Paffions, and the tyes 
they lye under to their Temporal Intereit. Man 
being full of Corruption is fway'd to evil by ftt 
many various motives, and by fo ftrong an in
clination that way, that 'tis hard for him to re· 
nounce it, without an abfolute Neceffity. 

AJ,,.Jrio. When you fpeak of Man, you ought 
to fay French-Man; for you know that the Palft-

- ons, the lntereft, and the Corruption we fpea~ 
of, ar•e not known among us : But that is not 
the Pnint I would be at. Do ye hear, my Br~ 
ther, l~ have taU;'d frequently to the French of all 
the Vi' :es that reign among them ; and when I 
have n1 ade it out that they have no regard to the 
Law I of- their Religion,they confefs' d that 'twas true, 
and tha\~ they faw it plainly and knew it to be fo i 
hut at the fame time they faid 'twas impoffible for 
~hem to obfervethofeLaws: Uponthatlask'd'em 
tf they d id not believe then that their Souls would 
be dqom 'd to eternal Flames ; and receiv' d this an· 

fwer, 
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wer, That the Mercy of God i.s fo great, that who
ever trufts in hu Goodnefs fha/J be Sa'V' d ; that the 
Gofpel ~ a Covenant of Grate, in which God conde
fcends to the Condition and We aknefs of M an, who is 
tempted by fo many violent and frequent AttraEfives, 
that he is forc'd to give way; and that this World be .. 
ing a place of Corruption, there can be no PurifJ in 
Corrupt Man, unlefs it be in the Country where GoJ 
re.ftdes. This, I think, is a lefs rigid fort of Mo
rality than that of the J efuits, who fend us to 
Hell for a Trifle. Your French Men have reafon to fay, That ·'tis impojjible to keep that Law ; fo long 
as the diftind:ion of Meum and Tuum is kept up 
among you : You need no other proof for this 
than the Example of all the Savages of Canada, 
who notwithftanding their PovertJ are Richer 
than you, among whom all forts of Crimes are 
committed upon the fcore of that Meum and 
Tuum. 

Lahontan. I own, my dear Brother, that thou'rt 
· in the right of it; and I can't but adn1ire the 

Innocence of all the Savage Nations : .And 'tis 
for that reafon that I earneftly wifu they were 
acquainted with the Sanctity of our Scriptures, 

· I mean, that Gofpel that thou and I have talk'd 
fo much of. There's nothing wanting but that 
to render their Souls Eternally Happy. All of 

w1 you live fo Morally that you will then have but 
one Difficulty to furmount before you arrive 

4

at 
Paradife ; I mean, that Cuftomary Fornication 
di:1t prevails amongft the fingle perfons of both 
Sexes, and the liberty that the Men and the Wo
men take in breaking their Marriage Bo.q.Hs,in or
der to a Reciprocal Change, and a frefh Choice.: 

or the Great Spirit has fai4,That Death and :Adul-
tery are the only two things that 'an break that indifl'o{
"Vnble Bond: 
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At!ario. \Ve fuall take another Opportunity o£' 

Difcourfihg more paricularly of that great 0~ 
ftacle that thou findeft to ftand in the way of 
our Salvation. In the mean time, I'll content 
my felf with giving thee one Reafon with re.~ 
fped: to one of the two Points that are mend .. 
on' d, that is,the liberty that Batchelors and Girls 
take with one another. In the I firft place the 
young Warrior will not Etnbarque in a Married 
State till he has made fome Campaigns againft 
the Iroquefe, and took fome Slaves to ferve him 
either in the Village, or at Hunting, FHhing, 
&c. and till he is perfeCtly well vers' d in the Ex· 
ercifes of Hunting, Shooting and Fifhing. Far .. 
ther, he will not enervate himfelf by the fre .. 
quent Exercife of Venery, at a time when his 
Strength enables him -to ferve his Nation in op· 
pofing their Enemies ; not to mention that he 
will not expofe a Wife and Children to the 
a.ffiidion of feeing him kill' d or taken Prifoner. 
Now, confidering that 'tis inpofftble for a young 
Man to abftain from the En1hraces of Women 
altogether, you muft not Cenfure the Youths 
for keeping Company with young Women once 
or twice a Month) nor the Girles for receiving 
their Addreffes. Without that Liberty our 
Batchelors would be liable to great Diforders, a5 

Experience has · taught me, with reference to 
feveral ·that obferv' d a fevere Continence to 
make 'em run the better ; and befides, our 
Daughters and young Women \Vould be there· 
hy tern pted to a mean fubmiflion to the Em
braces of Slaves. 

Lahontan. Believe me, my dear Friend, God 
will not be fatisfied with thefe Reafons ; he or .. 
ders you either to Marry, or to entertain no 
Commerce with the Sex: For everlafting Flames 
are entail'd upon one amorous thought alone, up• 

on 
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one longing wifh, one bare delire to fatisfie 

the brutifh Paffion. When thou faftens upon Con
tinence a Character of Impoffibility, thou giveft 
God the Jie, for he injoyns nothing but what i ' . 
poliible. 'T.is in our Power to moderate our Paffi .. 
ons when we will; there's nothing requir'd to
wards that but our Good-will and Confent. All 
Men that believe in God ought to obferve his Pre
cepts, and to refifi:Temptations by the affiftance of 
fiis Grace which never fails 'em. To inftance in 
the tJefuits, Doft: not thee think that when they 
fee a pretty Girle in thy Village, they feel the In· 
fluence of Temptation as well as other Folks l 
Queftionlefs they do; but they call in God to 
their .Affiftance ; they pafs the whole courfe of 
their Lives, as well as all our Priefts, without 
Marrying, or having any criminal Converfation 
with the tender Sex. When they put on the 
black Habit they make folemn Promifes to God 
to that Effect. They wage an uninterrupted 
War with all Temptations, during the whole 
courfe of their Lives, and are ohlig' d to reach 

ol! tne Kingdom of Heaven by Violence. When 
a one therefore is apprehenfive of falling into that 

Sin, he can't aYoid it better than by throwing 
himfelf into a Cloyfter. 

Atlario. I would not for ten Beaver Skins lye 
under an obligation of filence upon this Head. 
In the firft place, that fet of Men are guilty of 
a Grime in taking an Oath of Continence, for 
God having c.reated an equal number of Men 

' and Women, he mean'd that both the one and 
the other lhould be imploy'd in the Propagation 
of. Mankind. All things in Nature multiply, 
whether Trees, Plants, Birds, Beafts, o lnfelts
uhey repeat this Leifon to us every Y r, ;tnd 
fuch Perfons as do not follow it are ufelefs to the 
\Vorld, they do good to none hu~ themfelves) 

H h nd 
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and ro the Earth of the Corn chat feeds 'em, 
in regard chat they convert it to no ufe, a~cor

ing to your Principles. A fecond Crime that 
hey are guilty of confifts in violating their Oath 

( which they do but too commonly ) and ma-
king a J eft of their Word and Promifes to the 
Great Spirit. This Crime draws on one or two 
more, whether in Converting with young Wo. 
·men or ith other Men's Wives. If they keep 

ompahy with Girles, 'tis m~nifeft that by De· 
flowring , em they rob 'em of what they can ne· 
ver return ; I mean,they rob 'em of that Flower, 
which the· French have fuch an itch to gather 
_themfe1ves when they Marry, and which they 
look upon as fo ·valuable a Treafure, that a 
Roobery of 'that Nature is reckon'd a Crime of 
the higheft demerit. Another Crime they ate 
guilty of copfifts in ufing the abominable pre· 
c~ution of doing things by halves to prevent lm· 
pregnation. If they court the Embraces of 
Married Women, they ·ftand accountable for tbe 
Adultery ,and for die Injury that the Woman does 
to her Husband. Farther; the Children fpring· 
ing from thofe Adulterous Embraces are Rob· 
hers and Interlopers, that live upon the Means of 
a pretended Father and half Brethren. In a fifth 

~place, they are chargeable with the unlawful and 
. prop bane Methods that they take to ftifle the~ 
Bruti~ Paffion ; for they being the Perfons that 
Preach your Gofpel, they give a quite different 
turn to things in private to what they do pub· 
lickly, or elf-e they could never find .a Salvo for 

· their Liherti,nifm which the Vulgar take for a 
(;:rime. Thou art fenfible, n1y · Friend, that I 
fpeak juftly upon the Point, and that in Frante 
1 have feen fome of thefe Black Priefts that 
\Vould not hide their Talent under their Caps 
wlietl they came into the Company of Women. 

Give 
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to be all Married, and to live with their re .. 
fpecHve Families ; or elfe they fh.ould be all a
liove Sixty Years of ... 1-\.ge. Then indeed they 
might Confefs, Preach and vifit F iHes without 
Scruple and Edifie all the W or1d by their Ex
ample. ' Then, I fay, 'twould not be in their 
Power to feduce Maids or married Women; 
their Age and their Conduct: would fpeak them 
Wife, Moderate and Confiderate; and at the 
fame time the Nation would fuftain no lofs by 
their being fet apart for Divine Service, in re
gard that after Sixty Years of Age they are not 
fit for Warlike Exploits. 

Labcntan. I told you before, that you ought 
not to charge the whole World with the Mifde
meanours of a few. 'Tis true ther~ are fome 
who take upon 'em Monks or Priefts Orders, 
with no other defign than to fubfift handfomely; 
and unmindful of the devoirs of their Miniftry, 
think of nothing but calling in tl•eir yearly 
Rents. · I own that fome of 'em are Drunkards, 
and extravagant in their Ad:ions and \Vords; 
that among fome of 'em who are wedded to 
their Intereft, Sordid Avarice bears the Afcen
dant ; that fome are Proud and Implacable in 
the way of Refentn1ent ; that fome of 'em are 
Whore-mafters, Debauchees, Swearers, Hypo· 
crites, Ignorant Fellows, Worldly minded, Back., 
biters, &c. But their number is but very incon· 
fiderable with refpett to the whole ; for the 
Church receives none but the wifer and graver 
fort of Men, of whom they have fome moral 
Aifurances, and whom they cry and endeavour 
to know throughly before they admit 'em : Tho' 
after all their precaution it can't be otherwife but 
that they muft be impos' d upon fo1netimes; and 
indeed this is a great Misfortune, for when the 
Conduct of Ecclefiafticks is blacken' d \Vith fuch 

Vices; 
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· Vices, it raifes the greateft Scandal that can be ; 
the Sacred Word is polluted in their Mouths, the 
Laws of God are contemn'd, Divine Things are 

' difrefpeded, the Office of the Miniftry is de
has'd, Religion in general is trampled under 
Foot, and the People Jhaking off the due regard 
to Religion give way to an uncontroul'd -Licen
cioufnefs. But in the meaQ time you ought to 
confider, that in {uch Cafes we take our Mea
fures from their Doctrine more than from the 
Example of fuch fcandalous Ecclefiafticks ; we 
are not upon the fame lay with you who have 
not the neceffary Difcretion to di!Hnguifh the 
Doctrine fi·om the Example, and to remain un
fhaken by the Scrtndalous Lives of thofe you faw 
at Paris, whofe Converfation and Sermons were 
far from being of a piece. In fine, all that I 
}:lave to fay upon this Head, turns upon this, that 
the Pope having given exprefs Orders to our Bi
lhops not to confer the Ecclefiaftical Dignity 
upon any unworthy Object, they take all the 
Precaution imaginable, and at the fame time ufe 
their utmoft Efforts to reclaim thofe who have 
already gone aftray. 

Adario. I am furpris' d to find that you give all 
along fuch fuperficial Anf wers to all the Objecti
ons I have offer' d. I perceive that you court Di
greffions, and always depart from the Subject of 
my Queftions. But fince 'tis fo, I'll come to the 
Pope then; and with reference to that Point, 
you muft know that one Day at New York an 

[ Englijh-man gave me to know that the Pope was 
fuch another Man as he or I was; but that he 
fent e\rery body to Hell that he Excommunica .. 
ted ; that he releas'd whom he pleas'd from a fe-

1 cond place of Torment, that it feems you have 
forgot, and open'd the Gates of the Great Spi
ries Country to fuch Perfons as he lik'd, as being 

H h 3 intrufted 
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•.ntrufted with the Keys of that upper Regiort; 
If all this be true, me thinks all his Friends lliould 
kill themfelves when he expires, that they may 1 

croud in along with him when he opens thj 
Gates for himfelf; and if it be in his Power et 
fend Souls to Hell, 'tis a dangerous thing to~ 
rank'd in the number of his Enemies. At~ 
fame time, I was inform' d by that Englifly Gemkr 
man, that this Papal Authority had no footing~ 
'England, and that the Englifh ridicul'd ~t. Now., 
prithee, tell me whether this Englijh Chriftiaa 
fpoke the truth, or not. . 

· Lahontan. The unfolding of this queftion would 
un me out to fo wide a compafs of things, th.u 

I lliould not have done , not in fifteen days. 
The Jefuits will fatisfie you upon that point bet· 
ter than I can pretend to. However I'll take the 
liberty to fay one thing, namely : Tbat the Engliffi 
Man rally'd and jeer'd while he mention'd fome 
things that were true. He had a great deal of 
reafon to perfu.ade you that thofe of his Reli~ 
on, did not depend upon the Pope for their P 
fage to Heaven, becaufe that lively Faith whicn 
you and I fpoke of before, conducts 'em thither 
without any regard to that holy Man. The Son 
of God is willing to fave all the Englifh by h~ 
Blood ana Merits. And thus you fee that they 
are happier than the French, of whom God has 
requir'd good Works that they fcarce ever mindJ 
and who are doom'd to everlafiing Flames, if 
their evil Actions run counter to the abovemen· 
tion' d Commandtnents of God ; tho' at the falllf 
~ime, both they anq we are of the fame Faifh. 
As to the fecond flaming place, which we call 
P~rgatory, they are exempted from the neceffitY 
of paffing thro' it; becaufe they'd rather choofe 
to continue qpon Ear~h thro' all the Ages of E· 
terpity without vifiting P4radife, than to Bqrn 1 

for 
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for fome thoufands of years by the wa~: 

It' are fo tender upon this po·nt of Honour, 
!: they'll never accept of anx· .Prefenc at th 

0 chafe of bearing fome' Baftinadoes" ccor 
~0~ to their Notions of. thing ; they do il ~ ·ak~ a 

man to be oblig'd by the giving h_itp M. ny· a d 
~ Jiard Ufage at the fa~e time : · 'Fhis is rather an . 
' · affront in their way. c the French _wtio are 

leG nice upon the point ; they take it ~r a 'migh
lt, l ty favour, that they're ·ailowed eo burn for an 
U· infinity of Ages in Purgatory, UP.O!J the appre~el!.

fion that by that means, they wtll he lietter ac .. 
q uainted with the true value of Heaven. ow 

· for as much as the P~pe is the Creditor of the 
· Englifh, and demands Refl:itution of his o n, 

they are far from asking his Pardons ; that is, his 
~ Pa1fports for removing to Heaven withou touc ... 

ing at Purgatory ; for if they did, ~e would order 
· 'em a Pafs to that fort of Hell, which· th .. y pre

d~ tend was never made for 'em. ButweFrenchFolks 
~e that pay him good round Annuities, h~ing ac .. 
J quainted with his Wonder-Working Power, and 

Vl~ affetted with a fenfe of our Sins againft God ; 
thl we, I fay, that lye under fuch Circumftances, 

muft of neceffity have recourfe to the Indulgen .. 
ces of that holy M!n, in order to obtain a Par~ 
don that he has Power to grant ; for if one of us 

e Condemn'd to lye forty years in Purgatory be
fore he is remov'd to Heaven, why, •cwill coft 
the Pope but one Word to gee the Sentence Re-
vers' d. In fine, to repeat once more what I faid 
efore, tlie Jefuits wil inform you admirably; 

well, of the Authority and Power of the Pope, 
and of the State of Purgatory. . 

.A.Jari(J. I am at a lofs to know how to form a 
iftintl: Idea of the dlfference between you and 

~ the Englijh, as to the point of Belief; for the 
more endeavour to have ic fee in a clearer light, 

· H h 4 th 
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the leu light I find. To my mind, the heft way 
for all of you is to agree upon this conclufion 
That the Great Spirit has beftow'~ upon all Men, 

-a Light fufficient to lhew 'em what they ought to 
do, without running the rifque of being impos'd 
upon: For I have heard that in each of thefe 
different Religions, there's an infinite numberof 
Perfons of different Opinions. To inftance in 
your Religion; every religious Order maintains 
certain Points that the reft do not, and obferves 
as great a diverfity in their Inftitutions as in their 
Habits. · This makes me think that in Europe eve .. 
ry particular Man forms a peculiar Religion to 
himfelf, which differs from that which he out
wardly profeffes. As for my own part, I firmly 
believe that Men are not capable of knowing 
what the Great Spirit requires of 'em ; and I 
can't diffuade my felf from believing, that fince 
die Great Spirit is fo juft and fo good, 'tis impof. 
fible that his Juftice fuould render the Salvation 
of Mankind fo difficult, as that all of 'em fhould 
\>e Damn' 4 that are not retainers to your Religi· 
on, and that even few of the Profeffors of it 
lhould be CJ,dmitted into Paradife. Believe me, 
my Friend; the other World goes upon a lay 
that's quite different from what we have in this. 
few People know what paifes there: All cz1r 
knowledge amounts only to this ; That we Htl· 

rons are not the Authours of our own Creation, 
that the Great Spirit has vouchfaf' d us an honefi 
Mould, while Wickednefs neftles in yours ; and 
hat he fends you into our Country, in order to 

have a~ opportunity of Correcting your Faults, 
and following our I!.xample. Purfuant to this 
Pri!!Ciple , my Brother, -thou may'ft believe as 
lo~g as thou wilt, and. have as much Faith as 
·hou haft a mind to : But after all, thou fhalt ne· 

.ver~ fee the 'good Country of SoulsJ unlefs thou 
'<' , I 'fi - tum 
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urn'ft Huron. The Innocence of our I:;i'ves, the 

Love we tender to our Brethren, ctnd the Tran· 
quility ·of Mind which we injoy in contemning 
the meafures of Intereft : Thefe, I fay, are three 
things that the Great Spirit requires of all Men 
in General. We praelife all thefe Duties in our 
Villages, naturally ; while the Europeans defame, 
kill, rob, and pull one another to pieces, in their 
Towns. The Europeans have a ftrong mind to 
Inherit a Place in the Country of Souls, and yet 
they never think of their Creator, but when they 
difpute with the Hurons. Fare well, my dear 
Brother; it grows lat~: I'll now retire to my 
Hutt, in order to recollect all the advances thou 
haft made, that I may call 'em to mind to mor. 
'row, when I come to reafon the Point with the 
Jefuits. 

I 
Of Laws. 

eg ·Lahan-wEll, my Friend ; thou haft heard 
· tan. what the Jefuit had to fay ; he 
has fet matters in a clear light, and made'em much 

· plainer than I could do. You fee plainly there's 
a great difference between his Arguments and 
mine. We Soldiers of Fortune have only a fu
perficial knowledge of our Religion, tho' indeed 
we ought to know it better ; but the Jefuits have 
Study' d it to that degree, that they never fail of 
converting and convincing the moft obfiinate 
Infidels in the U ni verfe. 
· Adario. To be free with thee, my dear Bro
ther , I could fcarce underftand one tittle of 
what he meant, and I a·m much mifraken if he 
underftands it himfelf. He has repeated ttie ve-. . .. ry 
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ry fatne ~rguments a hundred times in my Hutt ~ 
nd vou tnight have obferv'd_, hat yefter-day I 
nfwer' d above twenty times, that I had heard his 

Arguments before tlpon feveral occafions. But, 
what I take to be moft ridiculous, he teazes me 
every minute to get rne to interpret his Argu .. 
ment>, word for word, to my Countrymen ; up. 
on the Plea that a Man of my Senfe may find 
out in~ his own Language, more fignificantterms, 
and render the meaning of his Words more In
telligible, than a Jefuit who is not throughly 
Mafter of the Huron Language. You heard me 
tell hi'm, th.1t he might Baptife as many Chil· 
dren as he pleas' d, tho' at the fame time he could 
aot give me to know what Baptifm was. He 
may 9o what he pleafes in my Village ; let him 
make Chriftians, and Preach, and Baptife if he 
will; I fhall not hinder him. But now, methinks, 
~e have had . enough of Religion, let us there· 

fore talk a little of what you call Laws ; for you 
know that we have no fuch Word in our Lan
guage ; . tho' at the fame time, I apprehend the 
force· and importance of the Word, by vertue of 
the explication I had from you t' other day, toge
ther with the examples you mention'd, to make 
tne conceive what you meant. Prithee tell me, 
a.re not' Laws the fame as juft and reafonable 
Things? You fay they are. Why then, to oh• 
ferve the Law, imports no more than to obferve 
the rttea(ures of Reafon and Jufiice: And at 
this rate you tnuft take juft and reafonable things 
in another fenfe than we do ; or if you take 
~en1 in the fan1e fenfe~ 'tis plain you never oh· 
ferve 1em. . 

Lahontan. ~h fe are fine Diftinttions indeed, 
-you p1eafe your felf with idle Flams. Haft no 
thee ·die Scnfe ·to perceive, after twenty Yeari 
Converfation wieh the ;French, that what the Hti-

rons 
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rms. all Reafon is Reafon among the French~ . 
'Tis certain that all Men do not obferve the 
Laws of Reafon, for if they did there would be 
no occafion for Punifbments, and thofe J udgC$ 

· thou haft feen at Paris and J2...uebec would be ob .. 
lig' d to look out for another way of Living. But 
in regard that the good of the Society confifts i 
doing Juftice and following thefe Laws, there's 
neceffity of punHhing the WiCked and reward
ing the Good; for without that Precaution Mur
thers, Robberies and Defamations would fpread 
every where, and in a Word, we fhould be the 
moft miferable People upon the Face of the 
Earth. 

Adario. Nay, you are miferable enough al 
ready, and indeed I can't fee how you can he 
more fuch. What fort of Men muft the · Europe. .. 
ans be? What Species of Creatures do they r~ 
tain to? The Europea1u, who muft be forc'd tQ 
do Good, and have no other Prompter forth 
avoiding of Evil than the fear of Punifhment. 
If I ask' d thee, what a Man is, thou wouldf} 
anfwer me, He's a Frenchman, and yet fll prove 
that your Man is rather a Beaver. For Man is. 
not intitled to that Character upon the fcore of 
his walking upright upon two Legs, or of Read
ing and Writing, and lhewing a Thoufand other 
In{t nces qf his Induftry. I call that Creature 
a Man, th. t bath a natural inclination to do 
Good, and never entertains the thoughts of do
ing Evil. You fee we have no Judges ; and 
what's the reafon of that? Why ? We neither 
guarrel nor fue one another. And what's the 
reafon that we have no Law Suits? Wh¥? Be
caufe we are refolved neither to receive nor to 
know Silver. But why do we refufe admiffion 
to Silver among us ? The reafon is this ; We 
are r folv'd to have no Laws, for fince the World 

\ 'as 
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was a World our Anceftors liv'd happily without 
,em. In fine, as I intimated before, the Word 
Laws doec; not fignifie juft and reafonable things 
as you ufe it, for the Rich make a }eft of 'em, 

. and 'tis only the poor Wretches that pay any re:. 
gard to 'em. But, pray, let's look ,into thefeLaws, 
or reafonahle things, as you call em. For thefe 
Fifty Y-ears, the Governors of Canada have fiill 
alledg'd that we are fubject: to the Laws of their 
great Captain. We content our felves in deny
ing aH manner of Dependance, excepting that 
upon the Great Spirit, as being born free and 
joint Brethren, who are all equally Mafters: 
Whereas you are all Slaves to one Man. We do 
not put in any fuch Anfwer to you, as if the 
French depended upon us ; and the reafon of our 
tHence upon that Head is, that we have no mind 
to Quarrel. But, pray tell me, what Authority 
or Right is the pretended Superiority of your 
great Captain grounded upon ? Did we ever 
fell our felves to that great Captain ? Were we 
ever in France to look after you? 'Tis you that 
came hither to find out us. Who gave y<>u all 
the Countries that you now inhabit, by what 
.Right do you poffefs 'etn? They always be· 
long' d to the Algonkins before. In earn eft, my 
dear Brother, I' m forry for thee from the botto~ 
of my Soul. Take my advice, and turn Huron; 
for I fee plainly a vaft difference between thy 
.Condition and mine. I am Mafter of my own 
J3ody, I have the abfolute difpofal of tny felf, ·I 
do \Vh~t I pleafe, I am the firft and the laft of 
my Nation, I fear no Man, and I depend only 
upon the Great Spirit : Whereas thy Body, as 
·well 2s thy Soul, are doom'd to a dependance 
upon thy great Captain; thy Vice-Roy difpofes 

: ~f thee; thou haft not the liberty of doing what 
thou hail a mind to ; thou' rt affraid of Robbers, 

· falfe 



to North-An1erica. t· 1; 
falfe Witneff'es, Affaffins, &c. and thou dependeft 
upon an infinity of Perfons whofe Places have 
rais' d 'em above thee. Is it true, or not? Are 
thefe things either improbable or invifible ? 
Ah! my dear Brother, thou feeft plainly that I 
am in the right of it ; and yet thou c_hoofeft ra
ther to be a French Slave than a free Hur()n. 
What a fine Spark does a Frenchman make with his 
fine Laws, who taking him1elf to be n1ighcy 
Wife is affuredly a great Fool ; for as much as he 
continues in Slavery and a ftate of Dependence, 
while the very Brutes enjoy that adorable Liber
ty, and like us fear nothing but Forejgn Ene .. 
mies. · 

Lahontan. Indeed, my Friend, thy way of 
R:eafoning is as Sav~ge as thy felf. I did not 
think that a Man of Senfe, who hath been in 
France and New England, would fpeak after that . 
Falhion. What benefit haft thou reap' d by ha
ving feen our Cities, Forts and Palaces? When 
thou talk'ft of fevere Laws, of Slavery, ana a 
Thoufand other idle Whims, queftionlefs thou· 
preacheft contrary to thy own Sentiments. Thou 
takeft p\eafure in difcanting upon the Felicity 

. of the Hurons, a fet of Men who mind nothing 
but Eating, Drinking, Sleeping, Hunting, and 
Filhing ; who have not the enjoyment of any 
one Conveniency of Life, who tr..nvel four Hun
dred Leagues on Foot to knock four Iroquefe on 
the Head, in a Word, who have no more than 
the lhape of Men: Whereas we have our Can .. 
veniences , our unbending Diverfions, and a 
Thoufand other Pleafures, which render the Mi
nutes of our Life fupportable. To avoid the laih 
of thofe Laws which are fevere only upon wick
ed and criminal Perfons, one needs only to li e 
hof?.eftly, and offer Injuries to no n1an. • 
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.AJario. Ay, my dear Brother, yoitr being'an 

lioneft Man would not avail you ; if two &lfe 
Wirneffes fwear againft you, you'll prefently fee 
whether your Law.s are fevere or not. Rave not 
the Com·eurs de Bois quoted me twenty inftance£ 
of Perfons that have been cruelly put to death.. 
by the la.fh of your Laws, wbofe Innocence haS: 
appear,d after their death? What truth there is 
in their Relations, I do not pretend to know i 
but 'tis plain that fuch a thing may happen. I,. 
have heard 'em fay farther (and indeed I had 
heard the fame thing in France before ) that poor 
ipnocent Men are Tortor'd in a moft horrible 
manner, in order to force ~em by the violence of 
iheir Torment to a Confeffion of all tliat is. 
charg"d upon 'em, and of ten times more. What 
execrable Tyranny muft this be ! Tho' mc: 
French pretend to be Men, yet the Women are 
not exempted from this horrid Cruelty, no more 
han the Men ; both the one and the other cboofc. 

rather to die once than to die fifty times. . And 
indeed they are in the right of it : For if it llioul~ 
happen that by the influence of extraordinary 
courage, they were capable of undergoing fuch 
Torments without confelfmg a Crime that they 
never committed; what health, what manner of 
life can they enjoy thereafter? No, no, ~y dear, 
Brother, ·the black Devils that the Jefuits talk w 
much of, are not in the Regions where Souls 

urn in Flames, but in j)gebec anCl in France, 
where they keep Company with the Laws, the 
falfe Witneffes, the Conveniencies of Life, the 
Cities, the Fortreifes and the Pleafures you fpoke 
Q( but now. . 
~ Lahontan. The Coureurs de Bois and the other 
Sparks who told you. fuch Stories, without a.c, 
quainting you With the other Circumftances tha 
·they knew nothing of, are Block-heads that had · bet-
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.. better have held their peace.. I'll fet the whole 

matter before thee, in its clear and natur.a1 cp
lours. SuppofeJ two falfe Witneifes depofe a
gainil a Man; they are prefently put into two 
feparate Rooxps, where they can't fee or :o~ve-rfe 
with one another. Then they are examtn d one 
after another upon the Articles charg' d againft. 
the Perfon Arraign'd; and the Judges are of 
fuch tender Confciences, as to ufe their utmoft 
efforts to difcover whether one or both of 'em 
vary's, as to the Circumftances. If they happen 
to perceive any falfity in their depofitions, which 
is eafily perceiv'd, they Sentence 'em to die with
out remiffion. But if it appears that they are fo 
far from contradicting, that they back one ano
ther, they are prefented before the Prifoner, to 
fee if he has any Objection to make againft 'em, 
and H he is willing to rely upon their Confcien .. 
ces. If he has nothing to ohjett, and if the two 
Witne1fes Swear by the Great Spirit, tha.t they 
faw him Murder, Rob, &c. the Judges condemn 
hi~ out of hand. As for Torture, 'tis never 
made ufe of, but when there's only one Witnefs, 
whofe Oath can't infer Death ; for the Law 
which requires the Teftimony of two Men for a 
fufficient Proof, looks upon the Atteftation of 
one but as half a Proof. But at the fame time, 
you muft remark that the Judges take all imagi
nable Precaution to avoid the palling of an un
juft Sentence. 

Adario. I'm e'en as wife as I was; for when all 
comes to all, the two falfe \Vitneffes have a per
fect good underftanding between then1felves, be
fore they are brought to the Bar, and they are 
not to feek for the Anfwers they are to make: 
And I find the depofition of one Scoundrel will 
put a Man to the Rack as well as that of an ho
neft Man; who in my Opinion dQ' s juftly for-

. feic 
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feit the Charad:er of Honefty by fuch a depofiti
on even when he has feen the Crime commit• 
ted. The French are a fine fort of People, who 
are fo far from faving one another's Lives, like 
Brethren, that they refufe to do it when 'tis in 
their power. But, prithee, tell me ; what doft 
thou think of thefe Judges ? Is it true that fome 
of 'em are fo ignorant as they are faid to be; 
and that others are fo Wicked as to pronounce 
unjuft Judgments contrary to their own Confd. 
ences; with intent to favour a Friend ;I or too .. 
blige a Miftrefs or a great Lord, or to hook in 
Mony. I forefee thou'lt reply that the Allegati· 
on is falfe, and that Laws are juft and reafonable 
things. ·But at the fame time, I know 'tis as true 
as that we are here ; for a Man that demands his 
Eftate of another who is unjuftly poffefs'd of it, 
and makes the Innocence of his Caufe to appear 
as clear as the Sun-fhine ; that very Man, I fay, 
lhall never make any thing of his Suit ; if the 
great Lord, the Miftrefs, the Friend, and the 
Mony bufinefs, fpeak on the Adverfary's behalf, 
to the Judges who are impower' d to decide the 
Caufe. The fame is the cafe of perfons Arraign'd 
for Crimes. Ha! Long live the Hurons ; who 
\Vithout Laws , without Prifons, and without 
Tort:ure, pafs their Life in a State of SweetneiS 
and Tranquility, and· enjoy a pitch of Felicity 
to which the French are utter Strangers. We live 
quietly under the Laws of Inftinet and innocent 
Conduct, which wife Nature has imprinted upon 
our Minds from our Cradles. We are all of 
one Mind ; our Wills, Opinions and Sentiments 
obferve an exact Conformity ; and thus we fpend 
our Lives with fuch a perfect good underftand .. 
ing, that no Difputes or Suits can take place aa 
mongft us. But how unhappy are you in being 
expos'd to the lafh of Laws) which your igno· 

rant, 
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ant, unjufi, and vicious Judges break in their 

lrivat~ Actions, as well as in the .J\dminifi:ration 
of thetr Offices ? Thefe are your Jufi: and equi~ 
table Judges ; who have no regard to Right ; 
who make their Intereft the Standard of their 
Conduct, in the way of their Office ; who have 
nothing in view but the Inriching of themfelves ; 

~ who are not acceffible by any but the Dzmon of 
Silver; who never adminifter J uftice, but thro' 

C a Principle of Avarice or Paffion; who give 
or Countenance to Crimes, and fet afideJuftice and 
n~ Honefty' in order to giVe fl full range to Cheat .. 
AI ing, Quarrelling, and the carrying on of tedi
. ous Law Suits, to the abufe and violation of 

)t\11 Oaths, and to an infinity of other Diforders. 
This is the practice of thefe doughty Affertors 
of the fine Laws of the French Nation. 

Laho11tan. I gave you to know before, that you 
ought not to give credit to all that every Fool 

; whifpers in your Ear. You give Ear to fome 
~ Blockheads that have not a tincture of Common 

Senfe, and that fpread lies under the notion of 
truths. Thefe had Judges, that they {peak of, 

A, are as uncommon as white Beavers ; for 'tis a 
, queftion if there are four fuch in all France. 
Our Judges are men that love Vertue, and have 

~w~ Souls to be fav' d as well as thee and I ; being in
f vefted with a publick Capacity, they are to an
W f wer for their Conduct before a J udg that has no 

refpect to Perfons, and before whom the greateft 
Monarch is no more than the meancft Slave. 
There's fcarce any of thefe !vlen, who would 
not choofe to die, rather than wound their Con .. 
fcience or vjolate the Laws. Mony is too bafe a 
Metal to tempt 'em, and Women warm 'em no 

~! more than the Ice. Friends and great 1 ord'3 
• m1ke lefs Impreillon upon their Minds, than the 
i \rare · u~on he oc s. They curb Libcrtinifi11, 
1 I i they 
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they redrefs Diforders, and do J uftice to all that 
Sue for it; without the leaft regard to what we 
call Intereft. As for my own part, I have loft 
my whole Eft ate by being caft in three or four 
Law-Suits at Paris ; but I would be loth to be. 
lieve that the Judges are in fault, notwithftand
ing that my Ad verfaries found both Mony and 
Friends to back bad Caufes. 'Twas the Law 
that gave it againft me, and I take the Law to 
be juft and reafonable, imputing my furprize up
on the matter, to my unacquaintednefs w1th that 
Study. 

Adario. I proteft I don't underftand one word 
of what thou haft faid ; for I know the contra
ry of what thou fay eft to be true, ~nd thofe who 
inform'd me fo of the Judges are Men of undi
fputed Honour and Senfe. But if no body had 
given me any fuch Information, I am not fo dull 
Paced as not to fee with my own Eyes, the Jn
juftice of your Laws and your Judges. I'll tell 
thee one thing my dear Brother ; I was a going 
one day from Paris to Verfailles, and about half 
way, I met a Boor that was a going to be Whipt 
for having taken Partridges and Hares with 
Traps. Between Rochel and Paris, I faw another 
that was Condemn' d to the Gally' s for having a 
little Bag of Salt about him. Thefe poor Men 
were punifh' d by your unjuft Laws, for endea· 
vouring to get Suftenance to their Families ; at a 
time when a Million of Women were got with 
Child in the abfence of their Husbands, when 
the Phyficians Murder' d three fourths of the Peo· 
ple, and the Gamefters reduc' d their Families to 
a Starving Condition, by lofing all they had in 
the World ; and all this with Impunity. If things 
go at this rate, where are your juft and reafon
ablc Laws ; where are thofe Judges that have a 
Soul to be Sav' d as well as you and I ? After th~, 

youlll 
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you'll be ready to Brand the Hurons for Beaftso 
In earn eft, we lhould have a fine time of it if we 
offer' d to punilh one of our Brethren for killing 
a Hare or a Partridge; and a glorious fight 'twould 
be, to fee our Wives inlarge the number of our 
Children, while we are in gag' d in Warlike Ex
peditions againft our Enemies ; to fee Phyfici
ans Poifon our Families, and Gamefters lofe the 
Beaver Skins they've got in Hunting. In France~ 
thefe things are look'd upon as trifles, which do 
not faH within the Verge of their fine Laws .. 

l Doubtlefs, they muft needs be very blind, that 
are acquainted with us, and yet do not imitate 
our Example. 

' . Lahontan. Very fine, my dear Friend ; thou 
goeft too faft ; believe me, thy Knowledge is fo 
con fin' d, as I fa id before, that thy Mind can't 
reach beyond the appearances of things. Wouldft 
-thou but give Ear to Reafon, thou wouldft pre
fently be fenfihle that we act upon good Princi

a pies, for the fupport of the Society. You n1ufi: 
know, the Laws Condemn all without excepti
on, that are guilty of the Actions you've men-

1 tion' d. In the firft place, they prohibit the Pea 
fants to kill Hares or Partridges, efpecially in the 
Neighbourhood of Pari4; by reafon that an un
controul' d liberty of Hunting, would quickly ex .. 

Ill hauft the whole Stock of thofe Animals. The 
' Boors Farm the Grounds of their Landlords, who 

referve to themfelves the Priviledge of Hunting, 
as being Mafters. Now, if they happen to kill 
Hares or Partridges, they not only rob their Ma
fiers of their Right, but fall under the Prohibiti
on enacted by the Law : And the fame is the 
Cafe of thofe who run Salt, by reafon that the 
Right of Tranfporting it is folely lodg' d in rhe 
King. As to the \Vo1nen and the Gamefters that 
~'ou took notice of; you can't think fure that 

I i 2 we'd 
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we'd fhut 'em up in -Prifons and Convents, and 
Condemn 'em to a perpetual Confinement. The, 
Phyficians, 'twould be unjuft to abufe, for of a 
hundred Patients they do not kill two ; nay, on 
the contrary, they ufe their ut m oft efforts to 
Cure 'en1. There's a neceffity that Superannu
ated Perfons , and thofe who are worn out, 
fuould put a Period to their Lives. And after all, 
tho' all of us have occafion to imploy Doctors, 
if 'twere prov' d that they had kill' d any Patient, 
either thro' Ignorance or Malice, the Law would 
not fpare 'em no more than others. 

Adario. Were thefe Laws obferv' d, you would 
ftand in need of a great many Prifons ; but I fee 
plainly that you do not fpeak all the truth, and 
that you're afraid of carrying the rfhing farther, 
leaft my R eafons fhould put you to a ftand. How
ever, let's now caft our eyes upon thofe two Men 
who fled laft year to ~ebet, to avoid the being 
Burnt in France. If we look narrowly into their 
Crime, we'll find occafion to fay, that Europe is 
pefter' d with a great - many foolifh Laws. But, 
to fpeak to the purpofe; thefe two French Men 
v1ere Branded for Jugglers, pretended Magicians) 
and charg' d with the Crime of playing Magical 
Tricks. Now, what harm have thefe poor Fel
lows done ; perhaps they have had a fit of Sick .. 
nefs, that has brought 'em into that State of Sim
plicity and Folly, as it happens fometimes among 
us. Prithee tell me, what harm do our Jugglers 
do ? When a Patient is recommended to 'em, 
they {hut themfelves up all alone in a little Hutt, 
where they Sing, Roar, and Dance, and utter 
fome extravagant Expreffions ; then they f.ive 
_the Patient's Relations to know, that they muft 
prepare a Feaft for Solaceing the Patient; and 
this Feaft confifts of Flelb or Filb, according to 
the Humour of this J ugg;ler, who is only an ima-

ginary 
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ginary Phyfician, whofe Head has been turn'd 
by fome hot Feaver or other. You fee we rally 
upon 'em in their abfenc~, and fee thro' the In1-
pofture ; you are fenfihle that they are as foolifl1 

' in their Actions as in their Words, and that they 
never go upon Hunting or Warlike Expeditions : 

u And why would you Burn the poor Wretche;, 
that in your Country fall under the fame Misfor
tune? 

Lahontan. There's a great deal of difference be
~ tween our Jugglers and yours ~ Thofe of that 

Profeffion among us, have interviews with the 
evil Spirit, and feaft with him every Night; by 
vertue of their Witchcraft, they hinder a Man 
from Imbracing his own Wife ; by putting a cer
tain Charm into the Victuals or Drink of Vertu
ous and Wife Ladies, they draw 'en1 to Debau .. 
chery ; they Poyfon the Cattel, they blaft the 
Product of the Earth, they caufe Men to die in 
a languiihing Condition, and a Big-Belly'd Wo
man to Mifcarry : In fine, they do an infinity of 
mifchievous Adions, which I have not nit m' d. 
This fet of Men calls themfelves Inchanters and 
Sorcerers ; but there's another fort that is yet 
worfe, namely, the Magicians, who converfe 
in a familiar way with the evil Spirit, and get 
him to appear in what Figure they p1eafe, to 
thofe who have the curiofity to fee him. They 
have fecret Charms that will procure good Luck 
at Gaming, and Inrich thofe upon whom they 
are beftow'd; they foretel Futurities, and have 
the Power to transform themfelves into all forts 
of Animals, and the m oft frightful Figures; they 
run about to certain Houfes, where they make 
a fearful Howling, interlac'd with Cries and 

1 difinal Moans, and appear to be as tall as the 
loftyefl: Trees, with Chains on their Feet. and 
Serpents in their Hands : In fine, they do fo ter-

1 i 1 rify 
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tify the People, that they are fore' a to have re
courfe to the Priefts, for their Exorcifms ; upon 
the apprehenfion that thefe Apparitions are Souls 
come from Purgatory to this World, to beg fome 
Jv.Jaifes which are neceifary for their franflation 
into the Prefence of the Almighty. Now, take 
all thefe Articles together, you will not think it 
ftrange, that we Burn 'em without Mercy, pur
fuant to the Tenor of our Laws. 

· '' AJario. Is it poffible, that you believe fuch idle 
Stories ~ Sur~, you only rally to fee what I would 
anfwer. Thefe Storjes feem to be of a piece with 

· ~ &£[op"s thofe I have Read in the -;:Books of [pea
Fables. king Ani~als. Some of our Coureurs de 
pois ~ead thefe idle Fid:ions every day ; and I'm 
much miftaken if what you now fpeak of, is not 
Written in thefe Books : For, one muft be a 
Fool that believes that the evil Spirit is invefted 
with the Power of coming upon the Earth ; {up· 
J?Ofing it to be true that he is fuch as the J efuits 
reprefent him. No Creature can fuhfift out of 
its own Element : fiih die when fore' d upon the 
tand, and Man expires when under Water. 

" }low can you imagine then that the Devil can 
live out of his Element, which is Fire ? Befides, 
If he could come upon the Earth, he would 
do mifchief enough by himfelf, without im· 
playing thefe Sorcerers ; and if he convers'd 
tvitq one Man, he would be ready to con
verfe with many others ; for confidering that 
~n your Country the wicked out-number the 

- good, every one of you would then turn Sorcer
er, and fo an· would go to Deftru8.ion together; 
~he World would be turn'd upfide down ; andin 
~ word , a remedylefs Diforder would enfue. 
Poft not thee know, my Brother, that to credit 
fuch idle Whims, is an affront offer' d to the Great 
Spirit ; in regard that it ~harges him with Au· 

~horifing 
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thorifing Mifchief, and being the dired: Authour 
of all the abovemention' d Diforders, by fuffering 
the Evil Spirit to turn out of Hell? Since the 
Great Spirit is fo good, as you and I are fenfihle 
he is, 'tis more credible that he would fend good 
Sou\s with agreeable Shapes, to check men for 
their unwarrantable Actions, and to invite 'em 
in an amicable way to the practice of Vertue, 
by fetting forth the Felicity and Blifs of thofe 
Souls that are poffefs' d of the good Country. As 
for the Souls that lye in Purgatory ( if fo be that 
there's any fuch place) I take it, the Great Spi
rit has no occafion to be intreated and pray' d to 
on their behalf, by thofe who have enough to do 
to pray for themfelves: Befides, fince he gives 
'em leave to come to the Earth, he might as well 
allow them to mount up to Heaven. Upon the 
whole, my dear Brother, if I thought you fpoke 
feriou11y of thefe things, I fhould truly be appre
henfive that you are Delirious, or have loft your 
Senfes. Certainly, there muft be fome more in
flaming Article againft thefe two Jugglers, or 
elfe both your Laws and your Judges are equal
ly unreafonable. If 'twere true that thefe mif.. 
chievous Actions were actually committed, the 

e w Confequence I fhould draw from thence, would 
ou: be this ; That fince there's no fuch thing heard 
om of among any of the Nations of Canada, it can't 
to be otherwife but that the Evil Spirit has a power 

over you that he has not over us. Upon this 
lay, we are a good People, and you on the other 
hand are perverfe, malicious, and addicted to all 
degrees of Vice and Wickednefs. But, prithee, 
let's make an end of our Conferences upon this 
Head ; and fo I'll expect no anfwer to what has 
been faid. To come back to your Laws, pray 
inforn1 me how it comes to pafs that they fuffer 
Won1en to be Sold for Mony to thofe who have 

I i 4 · a 



13 6 Some Netv Voyages 
a mind to make ufe of 'em? Why do they fuffer 
thofe publickHoufes where the Whores an-d Bawds 
are in readynefs aU the hours of the day, to o
blige all forts of Perfons ? Why are fome allow'd 
to wear Swords, in order to kill others that dare 
not wear 'em? Why do not they prohibit the 
Selling of Wine above a determin'd quantity, or 
the adulterating of it with I do not know how 
many Ingredients, that ruin one's Health ? Do 
not you fee the Diforders committed at ~ebec 
by Drunkards ? You'll anfwer perhaps, as others 
have done before you ; that the Vintner is al
low' d to Sell as much Goods as he can put off, 
for the maintenance of himfelf and his Family; 
and that he who drinks the Wine ought to regu
late his own Conduct; and be moderate in that 
as well as in all other things. But I'll prove 
that to be impoffible, for a Man in drink, 
lofes his Reafon before he is aware, or at leaft 
his Re~.fon is fo drown'd that he is not capable of 
difringuifhing what he ought to do. Why do 
ttot your Laws reftr~in the exceffive Gaming, 
that is the fource of a thoufand evils ? Fa
thers ruin their Families ( as I faid before ) 
Children either Rob their Fathers, or run 'em 
into Debt ; the Wives and Daughters profiitute 
themfelves for Mony, when they're reduc'd to 
extremities, and have plaid away their Cloaths, 
and their Houfhold Furniture. This gives rife 
to difputes, murders, enmity, and irreconcilea· 
hle hatred. Thefe prohibitions , my Brother, 
would be of no ufe among the Hurons ; but they 
are very much wanted among the French. If by 
fuch methods you would gradually reform the 
Diforders that Intereft has rais'd amongil you, I 
lh?uld hope that one day you migbt come to live 
WJthout Lavvs as we do, 

L.t-
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Lahontan. I acquainted you before, tHat our 

Laws inflict Penalties on Gamefters ; and pro
vide Puni1hments for Whores and Bawds, and 
above all, for publick Houfe-Keepers, when dif
orders happen in their Houfes. All the difference 
lies here, that our Cities are fo large and popu
lous that 'tis not eafy for the Judges to trace all 
the Abufes that are comn1itted : Bl:lt at the fame 
time, they are prohibited by the Laws, and all 
poffible meafures are us' d to prevent 'em : In one 
word, our Judges indeavour with fuch care and 
application to Hiffie bad Cuftoms, to eftabli.{h a 
good Order in all the Branches of the Society, . 

arr~ to punifh Vice and reward V ertue ; this, I far, 
they do with fuch care and application, that if 
you could but fhake off your faulty Prejudices, 

I ~; _and weigh narrowly the excellency of our Laws, 
an: you would be oblig' d to own that the Frenci:J are 

at k a -juft, judicious and knowing People, who pur ... 
aoJe fue the true meafures of Jufiice and Reafon OlOre 
hf' than you do. 

tni .Adario. I would gladly embrace any opportu
Yi nity of working my felf in to that Belief before I 

efor; die, for I have a natural affection for the French; 
un ·. but I am very apprehenfive that I lhall not n1eet 

ftit, with that Confolation. Y pon this foot, your 
~uc'i Judges ought to begin firft to obferve the Laws, 
tlol: that their example may influence others; they 
W' ought to difcontinue their Oppreffion of Wi-
. dows, Orphans, and poor Creatures ; to give 

difpatch to the Suits of Perfons that come an 
hundred Leagues off for a 1-Iearing ; and in a 
word, to form fuch J ud ~ments of Caufes as the 
Great Spirit fhall do. I can never entertain .1 

good thougilt of your Laws, till they Ieffen d e 
Taxes and Duties that poor People areconfir«in d 
to pay, at a time when the Rich of all Stations 
pay nothing in p:oportlon to their Efiates; ti il 

) (..U 
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you put a. ftop to the courfe of Drupkennefs 
that fpreads thro' our Villages, by prohibiting 
the Coureurs tie Bois to import Brandy among us. 
Then indeed I fhall hope that you'll compleat 
your Reformation by degrees, that a levelling of 
Eftates may gradually creep in among you ; and 
that at laft you'll abhor that thing caB' d lnterefi, 
which occafions all the Mifchief that Europr 
groans under. When you arrive at that pitch, 
you'll have neither Meum nor Tuum to difiurb 
you, but live as happily as the Hurons. This is 
enough for one day : I fee my Slave coming to 
acquaint me that I am wanted in the Village. 
Farewel, my dear Brother, till to morrow. 

Lahontan. I am of the Opinion, my dear 
'Friend, that you would not have come fo foon 
to my Ap.artment, if you had not defign' d to 
pUI-fue our laft Difpute. As for my part, I de· 
clare I will not enter the lifts farther with you, 
upon the confideration that you are not capable 
to apprehend my Arguments. You are fo pre· 
poffefs' d on the behalf of your own Nation, fo 
ftrongly byafs'd to the Savage Cuftoms, and fo 
little fond of a due enquiry into ours ; that I 
~all not daign to kill both my Body and my 
Soul, in endeavouring to make you fenfible of 
the ignorance and mifery that the Hurons have al· 
w~ys liv' d in. Thou know eft I am thy Friend; 
and fo I have no other view, but to fet before 
thine eyes the Felicity that attends the French, to 
the end that thou and the reft of thy Nation may 
live as they do. I told you, I do not know how 
often, that you infift on the Convcrfation of 
fome French Debauchees, and mcafure all the reft 
by their Bufhel. I acquainted you, that they 
were punilh' d for their Crimes ; but tbefe rea· 
fons will not go down with you ; you obHi-

nately 
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nately maintain your affertion by throwing in 
a.ffrontive anfwers, as if the French were not Men. 
Upon th.e whole, I am downright weary of hear
ing fuch poor ftuff come from the Mouth of a 
Man that all the French look upon as a Man of 
excellent Senfe. The People of thy Nation re-

. fpe6l: thee not only for thy Senfe and Spirit, but 
for thy Experience and Valour. Thou art the 
Head of the W arriours, and the Prefident of the 
Council ; and without flattery, I have fcarce 
met with a Man of a quicker apprehenfion than 
thy felf. 'Tis upon this confideration, that I 
pity thee with all my heart for not throwing off 
thy prejudicate Opinions. 

Adario. Thou'rt miftaken, my dear Brother, 
in all thou haft faid ; for I have not form' d to 
my felf any falfe Idea of your Religion, or of 
your Laws. The Example of all the French in 
General, will ever oblige me to look upon all 

. their Actions as unworthy of a Man. So that 
my Idea's are juft; the prepoffeffion you talk of 
is well grounded ; and I am ready to make out all 
my advances. We talk'd of Religion and Laws, 
and I did not impart to you above a quarter of 
what I had to fay upon that I-Iead. You infift 
chiefly upon our way of living, which you take 
to be Blame-worthy. The French in general take 
us for Beafts ; the Jefuits Brand us for impious, 
foolifu and ignorant Vagabonds. And to be 
even with you, we have the fame thoughts of 
you ; but with this difference, that 1ve pity you 
without offering invectives. Pray hear me, my 
dear Brother, I fpeak calmly and without paffion. 
The more I reflect upon the lives of the Europe
mu, the lefs Wifdom and Happinefs I find among 
'em. Thefe fix years I have bent my thoughts 
upon the State of the Europeans : But I can't 
light on any thing in their Actions that is not 
·· be-
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beneath a Man ; and truly, I think 'tis impoffible 
it fuould be otherwife, fo long as you flick to the 
meafures of Mtum and Tuum. I affinn that. what 
you call Silver is the Devil of Devils ; the Ty
rant of the French; the Source of all Evil ; the 
Bane of Souls_, and the Slaughter-Houfe of living 
Pedons. 'To pretend to live in the Mony CQun ... 
try_, and at the fame time to fave one's Soul, is as 
great an inconfiftency as for a Man to go to the 
bottom of a Lake to preferve his Life. This 
Mony is the Father of Luxury, Lafcivioufnefs, 
Intrigues, Tricks, Lying, Treachery, Falfe .. 
nefs, and in a word, of all the mifchief in 
the World. The Father fells his Children, 
Husbands expofe their Wives to Sale, Wives 
betray their Husbands, Brethren kill one ano
ther, Friends are falfe, and all this proceeds from 
Mony. Confiper this, and then tell me if we 
a..re not in the right of it, in refufing to finger, 
or fo much as to look upon that curfed Metal. 

I ,ahontan. What! is it poffible that you lhould 
always Reafon fo forrily! Prithee, do hue Iifien 
flnce in thy life dme to what I am going to fay. 
Dofi: not thou fee, my dear Friend, that the Na
tions of Europe could not live without Gold and 
Silver, or fon1e fuch precious thing. \Vithout 
that Syn1bol, the Gentlemen, the Priefls, the 
Merchants, and an infinity of other Perfons who 
have not Strength enough to labour the 
Earth, would die for I-Iunger. Upon that lay, 
our Kings wo~ld be no Kings : Nay, what Sol
diers fhou!d we then have ? Who would then 
Work for Kings or any body elfe, who would 
run rhe hazard of the Sea, who would make 
A.rms t~nlefs 'cwere for himfelf? Believe me, 
this would run us to remcdilefs Ruinc, 'twouid 
turn Europe into a Chaos, and create the moit 
dif~.1al Confufion that Imaf!ination it felf caa 
reach. ...; .At!;,~ria. 
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~ilario. You fobb me off very pretti ly_, t ruly, 

when you bring in your Gentlemen, your Mer
chants and your Pricfis. If you were Strangers 
to lMr:um and 7 uum, thofe difiincti rs of Men 
would be funk ; a levelling equality would then 
take place among you as it now do's among the 
Hurons. For the firfi thirty years indeed, after 
the banifhing oflntereft_, you would fee a ftrange 
Defolation ; tbofe who are only qualify 'd to ear, 
drink, Deep and divert themfelves, would lan
guifh and die ; but their Pofterity would be fit 
for our way of living. I have 1et forth again 
and again, the qualities that make a Man in
wardly ij.}ch as he ought to be ; particularly, 
Wifdom, Reafon_, Equity, &c. which are cour
ted by the Hurons. I have made it appear that 

' the Notion of feparate Interefts knocks all thefe 
Qualities in the Head, and that a A1an fway'd by 
Intereft can't be a Man of Reafon. As for the 
outward Qualifications of a Man; he ought to be 
expert in Marching, Hunting, I-ifhing, WafZing 
\Var, Ranging the Forefts, Eui!ding Hurts 
and Canows, Firing of Guns, Shooting of Ar-

1 rows, Working Canows : He ought to be Inde
fatigable, and able to live on fhort Commons up
on occafion. : In a word_, he ot1ght to know how 
to fO about all the Exercifes of the Hurons. Now 
in my way, 'tis the Perfon thus qualify'd that I 

, call a Man. Do but confider_, bow many Milli
ons there are in Europe, who, if they were lefc 
thirty Leagues off in the Forrefts, and provided 
with Fufees and Arrows_, would te equally at a 
lofs, either to Ilunt and maintain themfelves, or 
to find their way out: And yet you fee we tra
\ erfe a hundred Leagues of Forrefrs vdthout 
lo!lng our way_, that ...., we kill Fow 1 and other 
Beafts with our Arrows, that we catch Fi!h in 
all the p ~a,es where the.y are to be had ; cba t we 

Do~ 
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Dog both Men and Wild Beafts by their Foot
fteps, whether in Woods or in open Fields, 
in Summer or in Winter; that we live upon 
Robts when we lye before the Gates of the 
Iroquefe

1 
that we run like Hares, that we know 

how to ufe both the Axe and the Knife, and to 
make a great many ufeful things. Now fincewe 
are capable of fuch things, what fhould hinder 
you to do the fame, when Intereft is laid afide? 
Are not your Bodies as large, fl:rong and brawny 
as ours ? Are not your Artifans imploy' d in bar
de~ and more difficult Work than ours ? If you 
liv'd after our manner, all of you would be e
qually Mafters ; your Riches would b.e of the 
fame Stamp with ours, and confift in the pur
chafing of Glory by military Actions, and the 
taking of Slaves ; for the more you took of them 
the lefs occafion you would have to Work : In a 
word, you would live as happily as we do. 

Lahontan. Do you place a happy Life, in be
ing oblig' d to lye under a pittiful Hutt of Bark, 
to Sleep under four forry Coverlets of Beaver 
Skins, to Eat nothing but what you Boil and 
Roaft, to be Cloath'd with Skins, to go a Beaver 
Hunting in the hadheft Seafon of the Year, to 
run a hundred Leagues on Foot in purfuit of the 
lroqrlefe, thro' Madhes and thick Woods, the 
Trees of which are cut down fo as to render 'em 
inacceffible ! Do you think your felves happy 
when you venture out in little Canows, and run 
the rifque of being drown' d every foot in your 
Voyages upon the Great Lakes; when you lye 
upon the ground with the Heavens for your Ca
nopy> upon approaching to the Villages of your 
Enemies ; when you run with full Speed, both 
days and nights without eating or drinking, as 
being purfued by your Enemies ; when you are 
fure of being reduc' J to the laft: extremity, if 

the 
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the . Cot~reurs de Bois did not out of Friendlhip, 
Charity and Commiferation, fupply y_ou with 
Fire-Arms, Powder, Lead, Thread for Nets, 
Axes, Knives, Needles, Awls, Filhing-Hooks, 
Kettles, and feveral other Commodities? 

Adario. Very fine, come, don't let's go fo faft; 
the day is long,and we may talk one after the other 
at our own leifure. It feems you take all thefe 
things to be great hardfhips; and indeed I own 
tliey would be fuch to the French, who like Beafts_, 
love only to eat and to drink, and have been 
brought up to Softnefs and Effeminacy. Pri
thee:, tell me what difference there is between 

~ lying in a good Hutt, and lying in a Palace; be
tween Sleeping under a Cover of Beaver-Skins, 
and Sleeping under a Quilt between two Sheets ; 
between Eating Boil'd and Roaft Meat, and feed
ing upon dirty Pies, Ragou's, &c. drefs'd by your 
greafy Scullions? Are we liable to more Diforde.rs 
and Sickneffes than the Frencl•, who are ac
commodated with thefe Palaces , Beds and 
Cooks ? But after all, how tnany are there in 
France that lye upon Straw in Garrets where 
the Rain comes in on all hands, and that are 
hard put to't to find Vi.ct:uals and Drink ? I have 
been in France, and fpeak from what I have feen 
with my Eyes. You rally without reafon, upon 
our Cloaths made of Skins, for they are warm
er, and keep out the Rain better than your 
Cloth ; befides, they are not fo ridiculoufly 

an made as your Garments, which have more Stuff 
in their Pockets and Skirts, than in the Body of 
the Garment. As for our Beaver-Hunting_, you 
take it to be a terrible thing; while it affords us 
all manner of pleafure and di verfion ; and at the 
fame ttme, procures us all forts of Commodities 
in exchange for the Skins. Belides_, our Slaves 
take all the Drudgery off our hands, (if fo be 

that 
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that you will have it to he drudgery.) You 
know very well that Hunting is the moft agree. 
able Diverfion we have ; but the Beaver-Hunt
ing being fo very pleafant, we prefer it to all the 
other forts. You fay, we have a troublefome 
and tedious way of waging War ; and indeed I 
muft own that a Frenc/1 Man would not be aBle 
to bear it, upon the account that you are not 
accufton1' d to fuch long Voyages on Foot; but 
thefe Excurfions do not fatigue us in the leafi, 
and 'twere to be wifh'd for the good of Canada, 
that you were poffefs'd of the fame Talent; 
for if you1 were, the Iroquefe would not Cut your 
Throats in the midft of your own Habitation~ 
as they do now every day. You infifi likewile 
on the rifque we run in our little Canows, as an 
inftance of our Mifery ; and with reference to 
that Point, 'tis true that fometimes we cannot 
difpenfe with the ufe of Canows , becaufe 
we are Strangers to the Art of Building larger 
Veffels ; but after all, your great Veffels are lia~ 
ble to be caft away as well as our Canows. 'T~ 
likewife true, that we lye flat upon the open 
ground whet:l we approach to the Villages of our 
Enemies; hut 'tis equally true that the Soldiers 
in France are not fo well accommodated as your 
Men are here, and that they are oftentimes 
forc'd to lye in Madhes and Ditches, where they 
are expos'd to the Rain and \Vind. You object 
farther, that we betake our felves to a fpeedy 
Flight; and pray what can be tnore natural than 
to flye when the number of our Enemies is tri4 

ple to ours. The Fatigue indeed of running 
night and day without Eating and Drinking, is 
terrible ; but we had better undergo it than be
come Slaves. I am apt to believe that fuch ex .. 
tren1ities are 111atter ot 1-Iorrour to the Europeans, 
but \Ve look upon 'em ~1s ·n a manner, nothing. 

You 
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You conclude, in pretending that the French pre
vent our Mifery by taking pity of u~. But pray 
confider how our Anceftors liv'd an hundred 
years ago : They liv'd as well without your Com
modities as we do with 'em ; for inftead of 
your Fire-Locks, Powder and Shot, they made 
ufe of Bows and Arrows, as we do to this day: 
They made Nets of the Thread of the Barks of 
Trees, Axes of Stone; Knives, Needles and 
Awls of Stag or Elk-Bones; and fupply'd the 

1 room of Kettles with Earthen Pots. Now, fince 
our Anceftors liv' d without thefe Commodities 
for fo many Ages; I atn of the Opinion, we 
could difpenfe with 'em eafyer than the French 
could with our BeaYer Skins ; for which, by a 
mighty piece of Friendfhip, they give us in ex
change Fufees, that burft and Lame many of our 
Warriors , Axes that break in the cutting of a 
Shrub, Knives that turn Blunt, and lofe their 
Edge in the cutting of a Citron ; Thread which 
is half Rotten, and fo very bad that our Nets are 
worn out as foon as they are made ; and Kettles 
fo thin and flight, that the very weight of Water 
makes the Bottoms fall out. This, my dear Bro
ther, is the anfwer I had to give to your Reftexi
ons upon the Mifery of the Hurons. 

Lahontan. 'Tis well; I find you would have 
me to believe that the Hurons are infenfible of 

' their Fatigue and Labour; and being bred up to 
Poverty and Hardlhips, have another notion of 
,etn than we have. This may do with thofe 
who have never ftir'd out of their own Coun
try) and confequently have no Idea of a better 
Lite than their own ; who having never vifited 
our Cities and Towns, fancy that we live juft as 
they do. But as for thee, who haft feen Frnnce, 
~ebec and New- England, methinks thy judgment 
and reliih of things are too much of the Savage 

K k train • 
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Strain ; whilft thou prefers the Condition of the 
Hurons to that of the Europeans. Can there be a 

· more agreeable and delightful Life in theW orld, 
than that of an infinity of rich Men, who want 
for nothing? They have fine Coaches, Stately 
Houfes adorn' d with Rich Hangings and Magni
ficent Pictures, Sweet Gardens replenifh' d w@ 
all forts of ·Fruit, Parks Stock' d with all forts ( f 
Animals, Horfes and Hounds and good ftore of 
Mony, which enables 'em to keep a Sumptno s 

. TableJ to frequent the Play-Houfes, to G~me 
freely, and to difpofe handfomely of their Cnil
<lren. Thefe happy Men are ador'"d by their 
Dependants; and you have feen with your own 
eyes our Princes, Dukes, Marefuals of Fran e, 
Prelates, and a Million of perfons of all Stati· 
ons, who want for nothing, and live like ~ings, 
and who never call to mind that they have Iiv'd, 
till fuch time as Death alarms 'em . 

.Adario. If I had not been particularly infortrtd 
of the State of France, and let into the know .. 
ledge of all the Circumftances of that Peopte, 
by my Voyage to P ario ; I might have been B1' • 
cled by the outwa.rd appearances of Felicity tHat 
you fet forth : But I know that your Prince, 
~our Duke, your Marefhal, and your Prelate are 
far from being happy upon the Compaarifon with 
the Hurons, who know no other happinefs rll:m 
that of Liberty and Tranquility of Mind : Por 
your great Lords hate one another in tl'ieir 
Hearts ; they forfeit their Sleep, and neg ed 
even Eating and Drinking, in making their Court 
to the King, and undermining their Enemies ; 

- they offer fuch Violence to Nature in diffem
bling, difguifing and bearing things, that the 
Torture of their Soul leaves all Expreffion far 
behind it. Is all this nothing in your way ? Do 
you think it fuch a trifling matter to have fifty 

Ser· 
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Lahontan. You muft know that as your Hurons 

who are brought up in the way of Fatigue and: 
Mifery, have no rni!ld t? be rid of ~t ~ fo thefe 
great Lords being tnur ~ f~otfl t~1e1r mf~ncy to 
ambition care, &c. can t hve Wtthout 1t. A' 
Happinefs lies in the imagination, fo they feed 
themfelves with Vanity, and in their hearts think 
themfelves as good as the King. That Tran.· 
quility of n1ind that the Hurons enjoy, neve~ 
car'd for croffing over to France, for fear ofhdng 
confin' d to -the little Religious Houfes. Tran 
quility of mind paffes in France for the Chara· 
tl:er of a Fool, of a fenfelefs, carelefs Fellow. 
'To be happy, one muft always have fomewhat 
in his view that feeds his Willies. He that con .. 
fines his Wifhes to what he enjoys, muft be a Hu
ron, which none will defire to be) ifbe·confiders 
that Life would be a Scene ot Uneafynefs, if 
our Mind did not direCl: us every minute to defie 
fomewhat that we are not yet poifefs' d of; and 
'tis this that makes a Life happy, provided die 
means imploy' d in the profecution of fuch 
Willies are lawful and warrantable. 

Adario. Is not that Burying a Man alive; to 
rack his Mind without intermiffion in the acqui
fition of Riches and Honour, which cloy os as 
foon as obtain' d ; to infeeble and wafte his Bo
cly, , and to expofe his Life in the forming of 
Enterprifes, that for the rnoft part prove A:bor· 
tive ? As for your Allegation, that thefe great 
Lords are bred from their Infancy to Ambition 
and Care, as we are to Labour and Fatigue; I 
n1uft fay, 'tis a fine Comparifon for a Man that 
can Read and Write: Tell me, prithee, if tne 
repofe of the Mind and the exercife of the Bcdy 
are not the neceffary lnftruments of Health, if 
the toffing of the Mind and the reft of the Body 
are not the means to detlroy it ? What have ~e 

1ll 
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J in the World that's dearer to us than our Lives .. 
rw.: d h 11: r.. " an ought not we to take the e mea1ures to 

preferve 'em? The French murder their Health 
by a thoufand different means, and we preferve 
ours till our Bodies are worn out, our Souls be
ing fo far free from Paffions, that they can't al
ter or difturb our Bodies. And after all, you 
infinuate that the French haften the Moment of 
their Death by lawful means : A very pretty con
clufion indeed, and fuch as deferves to be took 
notice of. Believe me, my dear Brother, ~tis 
thy Intereft to turn Huron, in order to prolong 
thy life. Thou fhalt drink , eat , fleep, and 
Hunt with all the eafe that can he ; thou ihalt be 
free' d from the Paffions that Tyrannife over the 
French ; thou fualt have no occafion for Gold or 
S"lver to make thee happy; thou lhalt not fear 
Robbers, Affaffins or Falfe Witneffes ; and if 

·thou haft a mind to be King of all the World, 
why, thou !halt have nothing to do but to think 
that thou art fo. 

Lahontan. You cannot expect I fuould comply 
with your demand, without thinking that I have 
been guilty of. fuch Crimes in France, that I 
can't return without running the rifque of being 
:Burnt: For after all, I can't imagine a n1ore un
accountable Metamorpbrifis, than that of a French. 
Man into a Huron. How d'ye think I could un
dergo the Fatigues we talk'd of but now ? D'ye 
hink I could have the patience to hear the 

Childifu Propofals of your Ancient and your 
lY oung Men,without taking them up? Is it feafible 

1 
that I could live upon Broth, Bread, Indian Corn, 

· oaft Meat and Boil' d, without either Pepper 
cl· ~ or Salt? Could I brook the Larding of my Face 

like a Fool , with twenty forts of Colours ? 
;v.hat Spirit muft I be of, if I drink nothing but 

Mapple-Water, and go ftark Naked all the Sum-
K k ; tne:) 
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m r and eat out of noth·ng but Wooden iflies ~ 
Yo~r Meals would never go own with me.) fince 
t or three hundred Perfons muft Dance fo 
two or hree hours before and after. I can't liv 
with ~n uncivilis' d fort of People, who know nq 
other Cotnp iment than, I honour you. No; no; 
my dear .Adario, ~ti~ impoffible for a French-Man 
to turn Huron, but a Huron may eafily become ~ 
French-Man. J 
· .4dari~. At that rate you prefer Slavery to Li. 

llerty. B~t ,.tis no Surprifal to me, after what l 
have heard you maintain : Tho after all, if you 
happen' d to enter into your own Breaft, and-to 
throw off your prepoffeffion with regard to the 
Cuftoms and Humours of the French Nation ;. I 
canno~ fee that the Objections you've now Star
~ed, ~re of fuch Moment as to keep yoo·from 
failing into our way of living. What a mighty 
difficulty you meet with in bringing your felf to 
iipprove of our old Men's Counfel, and ocryoung 
Men's Projects ! Are not you equally gravell'd, 
wh~n the Jefuits and your Superiours make im· 
pertinent demands ? Why would not you chQofe 
to live upon the Broth of all forts of good ana 
fubftantial Meat ? Our Partridges, Turkeys, 
}lares, Ducks, and Roe-Bucks ; do not they eat 

ell when they're Roafted or Boil'd? What fig· 
nifies your Pepper, your Salt, .and a thoufand o
ther Spices, unlefs it be oo murder your Health~ 
Try our way of living }Jut one fort-night, and 
then f:O!-!'H long for no fuch doing~. What harm 
~an you fear frotn the Painting of your Face with 
~oloqrs ? You dawb your Hair with Powder 
and E1 e~1Ce, and even your Cl oaths are fprinkled 
~ith t e fame : Nay, I have feen French Men 
that had Mt fiaches like Cats. cover'd o'er with 
Wax. .As for the M.apple-\Vater, . 'tis fweet, 

ealthy, well-tafred, arui ir.ie dly to the Stomach: 
· And 
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An I've feen you drink of it oftner tlian one 
ot: Wice : Whereas Wine and Brandy deftroY. 
the natural Heat, pall the Stomach, inflame the 

lood, Intoxicate, and create a thoufand Dit
orders. And pray what harm would it do ye, 
to go Naked in warm Weather ? Be fides, we are 
no fo ftark Naked. but that we are cover' d be
hind and before. 'Tis better to go Naked, than· 
to toil under .an everlafting Sweat, and under a 
load of Cl oaths heap' d up one above another. 

1 Where's the uneafynefs of .Bating, Singing, and 
ancing in good Company ? Had not you het ... 

er do fo than fit at Table n1oping by your felf, 
or ·n the Company of thofe that you never fa: 
or knew before? All the hardfhip then, that you 
can complain of, lies in converfing with an un· 
cfviliZ:d People, and being robb' d of the Page .. 
antry of Compliments. This you take to be a 
fad Affiittion, tho' at the bottom 'tis far from be

o~ ing filch. Tell me, prithee; do's not Civility 
confift in Decency and an affable Carriage ? 
. nd what is Decency? Is it not an everlafting 
ack, and a ty refome Affectation difplay' d in 

iWords, Cloaths and Countenance? And why 
would you Court a Quality that gives you fo 
much trouble? As for Affability; I prefitme it 
lyes in giving People to know our readynefs to 
ferve 'em, by Careffes and other outward Marks; 
As when you fay every turn, Sir, fm your humble 
Servant, you may difpofe of me 115 you pleafe. 1ow, 
let's but confider to what purpofe all thefe \Voras 
are fpoke ; for what end muft we lie upon all 
occaftons, and fpeak otherwife than we think? 
Had not you better fpeak after this faihion ; Ho! 
art thou there, thou'rt ?velcome, for I hom;ur tbu ? Is 
not it an ugly fhow, to bend one's Body halF a 
fcore times, to lower one's hand to the ground, 
and to fay every moment, I ll!k your Pardon ~ .B7 

K k 4 tt 
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it known to thee, my dear Brother, that this 
Sul>miffion alone would be enough to unhinge 
me quite, as to your way of living. You·ve 
afferted that a Huron may eafily turn French; hut 
believe me, he'll meet with other difficulties in l 
the way of his Converfion than thofe you fpeak 
of. For fuppofing I were to turn French out o~ 
hand, I muft begin with a con1plyance to Chri
ftianity, which is a Point that you and I talk'd 
enough of three days ago. In order to the fame 
end_, I muft get n1y felf Shav'd every three days, 
for in all appearance I fuould no fooner profefs 
Gallicifm, than I lhould become rough and hairy 
like a Beaft : And this inconvenience !hocks me 
extreamly : Sure 'tis much better to be Beardlefs 
and Hairlefs ; and I'm equally fure you never 
fa-w a rough Savage. How d'ye think it would 
agree with me to fpend two hours in Dreffing or 
Shifting my felf, to put on a Blue Sute and Red 
Stockins, with a Black Hat and a White Feather, 
befides colour'd Ribbands ? Such Rigging would 
make me look upon my felf as a Fool. How 
could I condefcend to Sing in the Streets, to 
Dance before a Looking- Glafs, td rofs my Wigg 

- fometimes before and fometirnes behind me ? I 
could not fioop fo as to make my Honours, and 
fall down before a parcel of Sawcy Fools, that 
are intitled to no other Merit than that of their 
Birth ~nd F9rtu.ne. D'ye think that I could fee 
the Indigent languilh and pine a w cty, without 
giving 'em all I had 1 How cou1d I wear a Sword 
without attacking a Company of Profligate Men 
who throw into the Gallys an infinity of poor 
,. 'J'be Alrrtrines TripolinJ Strangers-' ( i') that never 
ltfoors,_ Turks,&c. who4;; injur'd any Body, and are 
taken tn the Mediterrape- carried, in a v/oful Condi .. 
4n, and are fent to Mttr· • f- h . N · 
fd/lu to the Gallep tton, out o t etr ~ anve· 

· Country, to G.u ufc in the 
midft 
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midft of their €hains, their Fathers ana Mothe s, ; 
their B" rth, and even the Great Spirit. Thu . 
'ti that the Iroquefo languilh, who were fent to 
France fome two years ago. Can you imagine 
that I would fpeak ill of my Friends, carefs my 
Enemies, contemn the Miferable, honour the 
Wicked, and enter into Dealings with 'em; that 
I would triumph o'er my Neighbour's Misfor
tunes, and praife a naughty Man ; that I would -
act the part of the Envious, the Traitours, the 
Flatterers:;, the Inconftant, the Liars, the Proud, 
the Avaricious, the Selfifh, the Taletellers, and 
all your double Minded Folks ? D' ye think it . 
poffible for me to be fo indifcreet as to boaft ~t -
once of what I have done, and what I have not 

I done; to be fo mean as to crawl like an Adder 
at the feet of a Lord, that orders his Servants to 
deny him ; and to take a Refufal tamely ? No, ~ 
my dear Brother, no ; I can't brook the 
Character of a French Man; I had rather conti
nue what I am than pafs my Life in thefe Chains. 
Is it poffible that our Liberty do's not Charm 
you ? Can you live an eafier life than what you 
may have in our way? When thou comeft to vi
fit me in my Hutt, do not my Wife and my 
Daughters withdraw and leave thee alone with 
m~, that our Converfation may fuffer no Inter
ruption ? In like manner, when thou meah'ft to 
pay a VHit to my Wife or my Daughters, are not 
thou left alone with the party that thou c:omefl: 

l. to See? Are not you we1come to Command any 
Hutt in the Village, and to call for any thing of 
Eatables that you like beft ? Did ever a Htaon re

~ fufe another, either the whole or part of what 
he had catch' d at Hunting or Fifhing ? J)o not 
we make dividends of our Beaver-Skins1 in order 
to fupply thofe who have not enough to purchafe 
fucb Commodities as they have occafion for? 

Do 
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Do not e obferve the fame Methoil tn h! ci 
ftr"buti n ·of our Corn, to fuch as have n(} fuffi 
cient Cr{)ps upon their Fields fer the maintenance 
of their F~tnilies ? If any one of us have a mind 
to Build a Canow or a Hutt, we ail fend OU! 

Slaves to fo rward the Work_, without being ask' . 
This is a quite different way of living frcm that 
of the Europeans> who would Sue their neareft 
Relatiohs for an Ox or a Horfe. If the EuroJ.etl11 
Father asks Mony of his Son, or the Son of the 
Father, he rep!ys he has none. If of twoFunci 
Men who have liv' d twenty years together, and 
eat and drink at one Table every day; if of thefe 
two :French Men, I fay, one fuould ask the othet 
f{)r Mony, the anfwer is, there's none to be ha~ 
If a 1)oor Wretch that goes naked in the Streets 
and i~ ready to aye with Hunger and Hardihipsc 
does h\1t ask a rich Man for a Farthing,his anfwet 
is, 'Tis not for him. Now fince all this is true; 
how can you have the prefumption to claim 1 

fi·ee adceis to the Country of the Great Spirit~ 
Sure, there's not a Man upon Earth that do 
not know, that Evil is contrary to Nature, an~ 
that he vvas not Created to do Mifchief. What 
hopes then can a Chriftian have at his DeatH_, 
that never did a good Action in his Life time. 
He either n1uft believe that the Soul dies with 
the B<;.dy ( tho' there's none of you that owns 
that a~pinion) or elfe fuppofing the Immortality 
of rhe Soul, and fuppofing your Tenents of 
Hell, nnd of the Sins that watt Sinners to that 
Region, to be juft and true, your Souls will have 
.a hot ti.rne of it. 

LahtJ;ttan. D'ye hear, .AJario ? I find 'tis need· 
lefs for us to Reafon longer upon thefe 1-Ieaas ;, 
for all the :Nrgumen:s you offer have nothing ot 
Sol1dity in 'em. I have· told thee a hundred 
times, that the inftance of a handful of wicked 

Men 
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Men concludes nothing upon the whole : Yo 
fancy that every European has his particular Vice, 
whether known or unknown ; and I may preach 
t e contrary to you till to Morrow Morning and 

ot Convince you when I have done. You 
.ake no differenee between a Scoundrel .2nd a 

Man of Honour ; and fo I may talk to you ten 
ears together and not unhinge you of the bad 

pinion you have of our Religion, our Laws., 
nd our Cufton1s. I would give a hundred Bea

r Skins that you could Read and Write like a 
':Jlrenchman. Had you that Qualification, you 

ould not fo fhamefully contemn the happy 
ondition of the Europeans. We have had in 

France fome Chinefe and Siamefe who came from 
the emoteft parts of the World, and were in 

very, refped tnore averfe to our Cuftoms than 
the flltrons, ~n\ t yet could not hut admire our 

ay of Living. For my part, I protefi I can't 
conceive the ground of your Obfiinacy. 
• Adario, Ail theie People have as crooked. 
Minds as they have deform' d Bodies. I have 
een feme of the Ambaffadors from the Nations 

you fpeak of, and the Jefuits at Paris gave me 
feme account of their Country. They obfervc 
a divifion of Property as well as the French; and 
orafmuch as they are more hruitifh and more 

wedded to their Intereft than the F'f'ench, we 
muft not think it firange that they approv'd of 
the Cuftoms and Manner.s of a People who trea. 
ted 'em :with ail the meafures of Frendfhip, and 
made 'em Prefents. You muft not think that the 
Hurons will take their Meafures from then1. You 
ought not to take Exceptions at any thing that 

n · I have prov'd; for I do not defpife the Europe
. t~ns, tho' indeed I can't but pity ,em. You iay 

~ ell in alledging that I place no difference be-
ween a Rogue and hat you cull a Man of 

1-fonour. 

I 
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Honour. My Apprehenfion indeed is flat e~ 
nough ; but for a long time I have Convers'd 

ith the French on purpofe to know what theyj 
mean by their Man of Honour. To be fure the 
Word can't .be apply'd to a Huron, who is a 
Stranger to Silver, fince a moneylefs Man is no 
Man of Honour in your way. 'Twere an eaGe 
matter to make my Slave a Man of Honour, by 
carrying him to Pari.1, and furnHhing him with a 
hundred Packs of Beaver SkinsJ to anfwer the 
charge of a Coach and ten or twelve Footmen. 

s foon as he appears in an Embroider' d Suit 
with fuch a Retinue, he'l be Saluted by every 
one, and Introduc'd to the greateft Treats, and 
the higheft Company : And if he does but re .. 
gale the Gentlemen, and make Prefents to the 
Ladies, he paffes in courfe for a Man of Senfe 
and Merit : He'l be call' d the King of the Hu
T(J1JI, and every one will give out .; that his 
Country is full of Gold Mines, that himfelf is 
the m oil: Puiffant Prince in .America, that he is 
a Man of Senfe and talks moft agreeably: in 
Company ; that he is redoubted by all his 
Neighbours; in fine, he'l be fuch a Man of Ho
nour as moft of your French Footmen come to 
e after they have made fuift, by infamous and 

deteftable means, to pick up as much Money as 
:ctill fetch that pompous Equipage. Ha ! my 

dear Brother, if I could but read, I could find 
out a great n1any fine things that now I do not 
know. You iliould not then get off for hearing 
tne mt!ntion the few Diforders that I obfen d 
2mong t 1e EttropeanJ ; for I would then mufter 
you up a great many more, whether in Wholefale 
or Retail. I do not believe that there's any one 
Vocation or Rank of Men that would not be 
found liable to juft Cenfure, if examin'd by one 
that can Read and \Vrite. And in n1y Opinion 

'twere 
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,t e e better for the French that they were Stran
gers to ~eading and \Vriting: Every Day give
us frefh Infiances of an infinity of Difputes a
nlong the CDureurs Jc Bois upon the account of 
Writings, which tend to nothing but Litigiouf
nefs and Law Suits. One bit of Paper is enough 
to ruin a whole Family. With a flip of a Let
ter a Woman betrays her Husband, and con

erts ways to have her turn ferv' d ; a Mother 
fells her Daughter, and a Forger of Writings 
cheats whom he pleafes. In your Books which 
are publifll d every Day, you write Lies and im
pertinent Stories; and yet you would fain have 
me to Read and Write like the French. No, m 
dear Brother, I had rather live without Know
ledge, than to Read and Write fuch things as 
the Hurnns abhor. We can do all our Bufinefs 

u with reference to our Hunting and our Military 
Adventures, by the help of our Hieroglyphicks. 
You know very well that the CharActers which 
we araw upon the peel'd Trees in our Paffages, 
comprehend all the Particulars of a Hunting or 
Warlike Expedition, and that all who fee thefe 
Marks know what they fignifie. Now, pray, 
what occafion have we for more ? The Com
munion of Goods among the Hutons fuperfedes 
the ufe of Writing. We have no Pofts nor no 
Horfes in our Forrefts for Couriers to ride upon 
to .§)__uebec. We make Peace and War without 
Writing, and employ only Ambaffadors that car
ry the Faith and Promife of the Nation. Our 
Boundaries are adjufted \Vithouc Writing : And 
as for the Sciences that you ftudy, they would 
be of no ufe to us; for, to inftance in Geogra
phy, we have no mind to puzzle our Brains =n 

· the reading of Books of Voyages that contra
dict one another; and are net in the humour to 
abdicate our Country, 'wh"ch you know wear~; 

fo 
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fo minutely acquainted with, that the leaft BrooR 
does not fclpe our Calculation. Aftronomy worild 
be equally ufelefs; for we reckon the Years by 
the Moons, and fo many \\)inters ftand for an 
equal number of Years, Navigation would Be 
yet lefs ferviceable, for we have no Ships; Ana 
Fortifiqation can bring us no Advantage, in reg 4 
that a Fort of fingle Paliffctdoes is to us a f~ 
cient guard from the Arrows and the Surprifes Of 
our Enemies, who are Strangers to Artillery. In 
a Word, confidering our way of living, Writing 
can do us no good. All that I value in the 
whole Circle of your Sciences, is Arithmetick: J 
can't hut own that that Science pleafes me inu .. 
nitely well, tho' at the fame time I am fenfible 
that thofe who are vers' d in it are not free from 
great Errors. There is no Trade or ProfefiiWJ 
among the French that I like, excepting· ~ 
·which runs in the way of Commerce; that indeed 
I look upon as a Lawful Calling, and that whi" 
is m oft neceffary for our Welfare. The Me,. 
chants are welcome to us ; fometimes they 
bring us good Commodities, and fome of 'em 
being Men of J ufrice and Probity are fatisnea 
with a moderate Gain : They run great haurd!, 
they advance beforehand, they lend, they flay 
for their due ; in fine, I know many Dea\ers 
that have a juft and reafonable Soul, and have 
oblig'd our Nation very much. But at the fame 
time there are others who ad: with no other 
view than to make an exorbitant Profit UEOll 

Goods that have a good fuew and are worth btt 
little, particularly Axes, Kettles, Powder, Guw, 
&c. which we are not qcalified to know. 'Th~ 
makes it to appear, that in all the Ranks and 
Degrees of the Europeans . there's fomething that 
c >ught to be diilik' d. This is a certain truth, that 
if a Merchant has not an upright Heart, and' a 

fufficient 
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fufficient ftock of Vertue to withfiand the var 4 

us Temptations to wnich his Bufinefs lays hin1 
open, he violates every foot the meafures of Ju .. 
ftice Equity, Charity, Sincerity, and true Faith. 
1\re 'not they chargeable with flaming Wicked
ne~, when they give us forry Commodites in 
exchange for our Beaver Skins, which a blind 
Man m.ay deal in without being cheated ? I have 
i!one, my dear Brother, I muft now return to 
he illage, where I'll fray for you to Morrow 

after Dinner. 

'Lahontan. I am come, Adario, to thy Apart• 
rnent, to pay my Refpects to thy Grandfather, 

ho I hear lies very ill. 'Tis to be fear' d that 
} ~he good old Gentleman may he long affiitted 
ne with the uneafinefs he now complains of; one 

would think that a Man of his Age, who reck
ons upon Seventy Years, might refrain the 

· :lhooting of Turtle-Doves. I've obferv'd for a 
long time, that your old Folks are always i~ 
Motion and Adion, which is tl)e ready way tp 
exhauft: fpeedily the little Strength thac> s left 
em. I'll tell thee, Adario, thou muft fend one 
of tHy Slaves for my Surgeon, who underftands 
Phyfick well enough ; for I'm morally aifur'd 
that he'l give him eafe in a Minute: This Feaver 

' is fo inconfiderable that it can't reach h'is Life, 
unlefs it reaches to a greater height. · 

~dario. Thou knoweft very well, my dear 
Brother, that I have been a fUOrtal Enemy to 
·your Phyficians, ever fince I faw ten or tweh e 
Perfons <lie in their Hands, through the tyranny 

f their Remedies. My Grandfather that you 
take to be Seventy Years old is full Ninety eight. 
He M trr{d)tThirty Years of Age ; my tatner 
was ~1arry'd at Thirty two, a11d I am now 
Thirty fi'te Years old. ' l is tr~e he is of ·a 

ftrona 
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ftrong Conftitution, and that this Age could not 
be attain'd in Europe, where People die earlier. 
One of thefe Days I'U fuew you fourteen or 
fifteen old Men that are turn' d of a Hundred 
na.y one of 'em a Hundred and twenty four. i 
knew another that dy' d fix Years ago at the Age 
of a Hundred and forty. As for the reftlefs Life 
that that you find fault with in our old Men, I 
can aifure you on the contrary, that if they laf 
loytering upon their Mats in the Huts, ana dia 
nothing but Eat, Drink and Sleep, they would 
become heavy and dull and unfit for Attion. 
and for as much as their continuall reft woulJ 
hinder the infenfible Tranfpiration, the Hu. 
mours then recoyling would rejoin the Blood, 
and thus by a natural effecr their Limbs and 
Kidneys would be fo infeebled and wafted, that 
a mortal Phthifick would enfue. This is an Ob.. 
fervation of long ftanding, that proves true in 
all the Nations of Canada. The Jugglers are to 
be here prefently to try their Skill, and to find 
out what Meat or Fifh is requifite for the cure 
of this Diftemper. My Slaves are now readl 
to go either a Hunting or Fifhing, and if you l 
tarry an Hour or two with me, you fua11 fee the 
apHh tricks of thefe Mountebanks, whom we 
know to be fuch when we are well, and yet 
fend for 'em with great impatience when any 
dangerous Diftem per feizes us. 

Labontan. You muft confider, my dear .AJari1, 
that in fuch cafes our Mind is fick as well as the 
Body. We in Europe do the fame thing by our 
Phyficians. When a Man enjoys his Health be 
hates and avoids the PhY,ficians ; but when he 
apprehends himfelf out oF order, notwithftand· 
ing that he knows the uncertainty of their Art) 
he calls a Confultation of a Dozen : Some who 
have no other lllnefs than what Fancy fuggefts, ao 



to Nortb-America~ 
o melt down their Bodies by fuch emea· es 

would kill a Horfe. I own, indeed, that you 
have no fuch Fools among you; but to 
make the Parallel even, you take no care · , 
your Health; for you run at the Hunting ftark 
naked from Morning to Night ; you dance three . 
or four Hours an end till you fweat agaiu, and 
the playing at the Ball in a Company of fix or 
feven Hundred Perfons on a fide, to tofs it half 
a League one way or t' other, is an infinite Fa
tigue to your Bodies ; it infeebles the Parts, dit. 
perfes the Spirits, fowers the mafs of Blood and 
Humours, and breaks the union of their Prin
ciples. At this rate a Man that might otherwife 
have liv'd a Hundred Years is fweep'd off at 
Eighty. 

Adario. Suppofing all you fay to be true,. what 
fignifies it for a Man to live fo long, fince Life 
ts a fort of Death after that Age? Perhaps your 
Reafons may bear as to the French, the generalit}'" 

· of whom being lazy and flothful, have an aver
fion to all manner of violent Exercifes. They 
are of the fame temper with our fuperannuated 

· Perfons, that live in fuch a ftupid infenfible way; 
that they .never ftir out of their Huts but when 
they take Fire. Our Temperaments and Conl

: plexions are as widely different from yours as 
' ight from Day : And that remarkable diffe

rence that I obferve between the Europeans and 
the People of Canada, upon all things in ge
neral, is to me an Argument that we are not 
defcended of your pretended Adam. Among 
us you lhan't hear in an Age, of one that i 
Hunch-back'd, or Lame, or Dwarfilh, or Deaf, 
or Dumb, or Blind from their Infancy, and far 
lef!i any thclt is One-ey'd; for when a one-ey'd 
Creature comes into the World among us, we 
look upon it as a Prefage of the enfuing Cal • 

L 1 micy. 
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mity of the Nation, and have frequently expe .. 
rienc'd the truth of the Prophecy. A one-ey'd 
Cre ture is equally deftitute of Senfe and of an 
upright Heart; he is Malicious, Goatilh and 
Sloathful to the laft degree ; he is more coward .. 
ly than a Hare, and never goes a Hunting for 
fear of running his one Eye againft the Branch 
of a Tree. As for our Difeafes, we know no 
foch thing as your Dropfies, Afthmas, Palfr's, Gout 

, and Pox. The L~profy, theLethargy, External Swe 
lings, the Supprejjion of Vrine, the Stone and the 
Gravel, are Difte.mpers that we are not acquaiti. 
ted with;to the great AftonHhment of the French, 
who are fo liable to 'em. Fevers indeed reign 
among us, .efpecially upon our return from anyJ~ 
Warlike Expedition, and proceed from our Iy_~n 
ing in the open Air, our crofling of Marlhe~, 
wading over Rivers, our fafting two or tfirec 
Days at a time, eating cold Vittuals,&c. So~ 
times Pleurijies prove mortal to. us, when we liea~ 
our fel ves with running, whether in Military o 
Hunting Adventures, and then drink fuch Wa· 
ter as we are unacquainted with : And Colic'U 
attack us now and then upon the fame occafion. 
We are fubjett to the Mea'J:Jles and the SmaO~Pox, 
and that we owe to one of two Reafons. Eithe~ 
we eat fo much Filh, that the Blood it produces 
is of a different temper , from that proceeding 
from Meat, and thereupon boils in the Veifels 
with greater Violence, and throws out its thiclc 
and coarfe Particles upon the infenfible Pores 
of the Skin. Or elfe the bad Air pen,d up in 
our Villages for want of Windows to our Huts, 
makes fo much Fire and Smoak, that the dif
proportion between the Particles of the confin'd 
Air and thofe of our Blood and Humours, gives 
rife to fuch Infirmities. Now thefe are the only 
Diftem pers that vifit us. 

Laho11t1111. 



Lahontan. 'rhis, my dear .Adario, is the fir 
time I have heard thee reafon juftly fince the 

l Commencement of. our Conferences. I ac
knowledge , you are exempted from an infi ... 

~ nitJ of Evils &that lie heavy upon us, and the 
reafon of this I-Iappinefs may be gather'd from 
what you offer'd t'other Day, namely, That the 
repofe of one's Mind is the great eft Ingredient of 
Health. The Hurons being con fin' d to the bare 
knowledge of Hunting, do not fatigue their 
SEirits, and impair their Healths, in the purfuit 

, of an infinity of fine Sciences, in watching un
t feafonably, breaking their reft and toiling hard 
at the ftudious Anvil. With us, a Man bred to 
the Sword makes it his bufinefs to read and know 
the Hiftory of the Wars that have happen' d in 

a the World, and to n1ake himfelf acquainted 
~ wi the Art of Fortifying, Attacking and De

fending Places : This ingroffes his whole time, 
which after all is too little to procure him_ the 
Accomplilhments he defires. A Man that taKes 
to the Church plyes the Study of Theol~!J Nigh . 
and Day, for the good and intereft of Religion; 
he writes Books to inftrud: People in the con
cerns of their Salvation, and Dedicating to God 
the Hours, the Days , the Months, and the 
Years of his Life, receives after this Life an E
t~al Inheritance by way of Recompence. Our 

a Judges apply themfelves to the knowledge of the 
~ Laws Night and Day, they exam in Bills ~nd 

Proceffes; they give continual Audience to 
an infinity of Plaintiffs that teaze 'em without 
lntermiffion ; in fine they can fcarce fpare lei
fure to Eat or Drink. Our Phyficians purfue 
the Science of rendring Men Immortal, they 
run about from Patient to Patient, from Hofpi
tal to Hofpital, in order to learn the Nature and 
the Caufe of different Diftempers: They rack 
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their Brains in unlocking the Qualities of Drug s 
Herbs and Simples, by a thoufand uncommon 
and curious Experiments. The Cofmographers and 
.Aftronomers bend all their thoughts upon the dif;. 
eo very of the Figure, Magnitude and Corn po
fition of Heaven and Earth. The former can 
trace the leaft Star in the Firmament, they mea
fure its courfe, its diftance from the Ecliptick, 
its afcenfion and declination : The latter kno 
how to diftinguilh Climates, and the variou~ 
Pofitions of the Globe of the Earth ; they are 
acquainted with the Seas, Lakes, Rivers, Hles 
Gulfs ; they compute the diftances of one Coun· 
try from another; and in fine, all the Nations 
of the World are known to them,as well as their 
Religions, their Laws, their Languages, their 
Cuftoms, and their various Forms of Govern
ment. To wind up all into one Word, all the 
Profeffors of Sciences are very fenfible that they 
purfue their Studies with too much Application, 
and thereby murder their Health. For the ani
mal Spirits are not ftrain' d out in the Brain, but 
in proportion to the fupplies of fine Blood thaf 
it receives from the Heart; and the Heart being 
a Mufcle can't fquirt out the Blood into all th6 
parts of the Body without the Influence of che 
animal Spirits. Now, when the Soul is Serene 
and all Tranquility as thine is, the Brain fup
plies all the parts of the Body with as much as 
they have occafion for in order to perform the 
Offices allotted 'em by Nature : Whereas in the 
cafe of a profound Application to Sciences, the :w 

Soul being tofs' d and perplex' d with a crouil oi' 
Thoughts, the Spirits are much exhaufted and 
difpers' d, both by long watchings and by the 
racking of the Imaginatio"n. In this cafe all 
the Spirits that the Brain can form are fcarce fuf.. 
ficient to recruit the parts employ'd by the Soul 

in 



in the precipitant Motions it calls for; ana there 
he· g but a fmall Stock of Spirits in the Nerves, 
wlf eh convey 'em to the parts that minifter to 
the Digeftion of what we eat, their Fibres have 
a languid drooping motion : And thqs it comes 
to pafs that the AcHons of the Body are lamely 
perform

1

d, the Digeftion is imperfed:, the Serum 
flie off from the Blood, and by falling upon the 

1• Head, the Limbs, the Nerves, the Breaft and o
ther parts, · gives rife to the Dropfy, Gout, and 

. Palfy ; and to all the other Difeafes you took no
(tice of but now. 

A.dario. At that rate, n1y dear Brother, it muft 
~be only the Learned Men that fall into fuch Dif
orders : And upon that foot, I hope you'll own 

t one had better be a Huron than a Science
tHunter, confidering that · Health is the m oft valu-
·ab of all good . ~hings. But at the fame time, 

know ver.y :well that thefe Difiempers have no 
refPect of Perfons, but fall upon the Ignorant as 

11 as thofe of a greater Character. Not that I 
Yi what thou fay eft, for I am fully ~onvinc'd 

Brain-Tf/ork infeebles the Body extream!y ; 
I have often wonder'd how your Confiituti-

comes to be fo firong, as to · keep up againft 
violent Shocks of Difcontent and Fret, tha 

· 'ou feel when things go crofs with you. I have 
fome Frtnch Men tear their Hair, others cry 

d weep bitterly like Women Burning at a Stake, 
thers again abftain from eating or drinking for 
wo days , and fuffer fuch violent Sallies of 

as to dafh every thing in pieces that can1e 
n their way : And when all came to all, their 
Iealth did not appear to be affected. Quefiion .. 
efs, their Nature muft be different from ours; 
· r there's never a Hur:on in theW orld that would 

die in a· d~ys time upon incountring the hun
lredth part of fucli Tranfports. Ay, m oft cer-

L 1 1 tainl , 
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tainly, you are of a different Mould from us; 
for your Wines, your Brandy, and your Spices, 
make us Sick unto death ; whereas you can't live 
forfooth without fuch Drugs : Befides,your Blood 
is Salt -and ours is not ; you have got Beards, and 
we have none. Nay farther · I have ohferv'd 
that before you pafs the Age of thirty five or for. 
~y, you are Stronger and more Robuft than we; 
for we can't carry fuch heavy Loads as you do 
till that Age ; but after that your Strength dwfn-
. dies and vifihly declines, whereas ours keeps to 
its wonted pitch tiH we .count fifty five or ftm 
years of Age. This is a truth that our young 
Women can vouch for. They tell you that wnen 
a young French-man obliges 'em fix times a n!g , 
a young Huron do's not rife to above half the 
number; and with the fame Breath they declare, 
that the French are older in that Trade at thtrrJ 
five, than the Huron1 are at fifty years of A~ 
This intelligence given in by our good Gir\es, 
who are better pleas'd with your young Meg~ 
over-doing, than with the Moderation of odr 
Youths ; This intelligence,I fay, led me to thi 
that your Gout, Dropfy, Phthifick, Palfy, Stone, 
and Gravel, and the other Diftempers a6o~e 
mention'd, are certainly occafion'd, not oniy,oy 
the immoderatenefs of thefe Pleafures, but by the 
unfeafonahlenefs of the time, and the inconveni. 
ency of the way in which you purfue 'em; for , 
when you have hut jufl: done eating, or are new- · 
ly come off a fatiguing bout, you lie with your 
Women as often as ever you can, and that either 
upon Chairs, or in a Standing Pofture without 
confidering the Damage that accrues from fuch 
indifcretion ; Witnefs the common practice of 
tliefe young Sparks in the Village of Doffenra, 
who make their Table ferve for a Bed. For the 
purpofe; you are fubjed to two Difeafesmore, 

1 
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ypur Blood by your Wine, your Spices, your 
intempe ate Venery, your U nfeafona.ble Watch
ing and your other Fatigues, would be evacua
ted by the Pores of the Skin. Were this M~
thod follow' d, you might bid an eternal Adieu to 
Phyfick, and all i~s Poifon<;ms Ingredients. This, 
my dear Brother, ts as mantfeft as the Sun- Shine . 
tho' 'twill not go down with the Ignorant, who 
talk of nothing but Pleurifies and Rheumatifms, 
as the Confequents of this Cure. 'Tis ftrange, 
methinks, they will not give Ear to the Anfwer 
we make to the Objection Started by your Phy
ficians againft our way of Sweating. 'Tis an 
undifputed Truth that Nature is a good kind 
Mother, which defires to eternife our Lives; 
and yet we plague and torment her fo violently, 
that fometimes fhe' s brought to a low and weak 
condition, and is fcarce able to Succour us. Our 
Debauches and Fati§ues create deprav'd Hu. 
mours, which Nature would throw out of the 
Body, if She had but Strength enough to open 
the Gates, viz,. the Pores of the Skin. 'Tis tru 
lhe expells as much as fue can, by Urine and 
Stool~ by the Mouth, Nofe, and infenfilile 
Tranfpiration : But fometimes the quantity of 
the Serofities is fo over-bearing that they over
flow all the parts of the Body between the Skin 
and the Flelh : And in that cafe 'tis our bufinefs 
re procure their egrefs the fpeedyeft and fhorteft 
way, for fear their longer ftay fhould give rife to 
~his Gout, Rheurnatifm, Dropfy, Palfy, and all 
the other Difternpers that fink a healthy State. 
Now, to compafs this end, we muft unlock the 
Pores by the means of Sweating ; and withil 
take care to fliut 'em foon after, left the nutritive 
juice fhould glide out by the fame paffage ; which 
<;__an be no otherwife prevented than by throw.· 
ing our felv.es into cold Water, .as -we ufually do. 

· 'Jis 
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''fis the fame cafe as if Wolves were got into 
your Sheep Folds; for then you would open the 
Doors ch~t the mifchievous Animals might tu r.n 
out; but after they"re once out of Doors, you 
would no~ tail to iliut 'em again for fear your 
Sheep fhould run after 'em. I own indeed that 
your Phyficians fay well, when they plead that a 
Man who has over-heated himfelf. by Hunting or 
any violent Exercife, indangers his Life Hy throw
ing himfelf in1n1ediately into cold Water. That 
I take to be an uncontefted truth ; for the Blood 
which in that Cafe is agitated and boils as it were 
in the Veins, would certainly congeal ; juft as 
Hoiling Water congeals fooner than cold Water, 
when expos' d to the Froft or put into a cold 
Fountain. This is the Sum of my Thoughts up

' on that Head. 'As to what remains, I grant we 
.are liable to Difeafes, that equally invade both 
u and the 'French; namely, the Small-Pox, Fe
vers, Pleurities, and fometimes to what you call 
the Hypochondriac Illnefs: For we have fome 
Fools among us who fancy they are poffefs'd by a 
little Manitou or Spirit of the bignefs of one's Fift; 
which in our Language we call A(;utaerohi ; and 
affirm tha this Spirit is lodg' d in their Body, and 
particularly in a certain Member that ails never 
fo little. Tliis imaginary Diftemper proceeos . 
from their .Simplicity and weaknefs of Mind : 
For in fhort, we are not" without ignorant foolilh 

~ Fellows among us, no more than you. You 
may fee every day fome Hurons, above fifty years 
of Age, wlio have lefs Senfe and Difcretion than 
a young Girl ; fome who are as Superfticious as 

· your felves, in believing that the Spirit of Dreams 
is tlieAmhaif~dour andMeffenger whom theGreat 
Spirit imploys to acquaint Men with their Duty. • 
As for our Jugglers, they are ~l ountebanks and 
CJieats of tile fame form with your Phyficians; 

only 
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only they content themfelves with the having of 
good Chear at their Patient's cofr, without fend .. 
ing 'em to the other World in acknowledgment 
of their Feafts and Prefents. 

Lahontan. My deareft AJario,l honour thee oe
yond all expreffion, for now thou argueft juflly. · 
You never fpoke mote to the purpofe in your 
life time. Every word you have faid of Sweat
ing is, abfolutely true; and I know it to be fo by 
experience, infomuch that while I live, I will 
never ufe any other Remedy than your way of 
Sweating. But at the fame time, I would not 
have you run down Bleeding, fo much as you did 
t'other day, when you endeavour'd by a multi
plicity of Arguments to make out the necelftty 
of faving our Blood, as being the Treafure of 
Life. I do not difpute its being the Treafure of 
Life ; but I n1uft needs fay that your Remedies 
againft Pleurefies and Inflamations, take effea 
only by chance, for out of twenty Sick People 
commonly fifteen die; whereas Bleeding in fuch 
a cafe might Cure 'em all. I own that this m~ 
thod of Cure fhortens their lives, and that a man 
that has Bled often can't hold out fo long as ano
ther that has done it but feldom ; but a Man ly
ing on a Sick Bed, wants to be cur'd at any rate, 
and thinks of nothing elfe but the prefent re
covery of his Health; tho' it fhould coft him the 
Subftrattion of Come years from his life, together 
with the lofs of his Blood. In fine, all the Re
nlarks I have made on the Subject in hand, cen
ter in this ; that the People of Canada have a 
better Complexion than the Europeans, that they 
are more Indefatigable and Robuft, more inur'd 
to Watching, F afting and other hardfhips,more in
fenfihle of Cold and Heat; infomuch that they are 
not only exempted from the Paffions that tumble 
and difturb our Souls, but likewife fuelter'd from 
the Infirmities that we groan under. You are 

poor 
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: ROOr nd miferable, but at the fame time y,o 
have the benefit of perfed: health : But we who 

' enjoy the Conveniences of Life and the Inftru
ments of Eafe, are fore' d either thro' Complai
fance or by the occafional Adventures of life, to 
Murder our felves by an infinity of Debauches, 
to whidi you are never expos' d. 

AJario. My Brother, I come to Vifit thee, and 
am accompany'd by my Daughter, who is about
to Marry, againft my Will, a young Man that's 
as · good a W arriour as he's a forry' Huntfman. 
She has a mind to' t ; and that is enough in our 
Country: But 'tis not fo in France, where the 
Parents muft confent to the Marrying of their 
Cnildren. I am oblig' d to comply with my 
Daughter's demands: For if I pretend to Marry 
her again, :fhe'd quickly return upon me; What 
Jo JOU think Father! Am I your Slave? ShaO not I 
enjoy my Liberty ? Mu/J 1 for your fancy, Marry a 
Man IJo not care for? How can I endure a Htt1band 

m · that buys my Corps of my Father, and what value (hall 
I have for [uch a Father as makes Brokerage of hir 
Daughter to a Brute ? And how can I have an affetli
on for the Children of a Man I cannot love? 1f I Jhould 
Many him in obedience to you, and go from him in fif
teen days time, m the Priviledges and natural Liber-
ties of the Nation would allow ; rou' ll tell me 'tis not 
well done ; ami' twould trouble ro~ aO the World would 
laugh at it, and perhaps I might prove with Child, 
Thus, dear Brother, would my Girl anfwer me, 
and it may be a great deal worfe, as it happened 
fome years ago to one of our old Men, who pre
tended to Marry his Daughter to a Man fhe did 
not love, for in my Prefence fhe faid a great ma
ny hadh things b~ way ofReproach: Infinuating 
that a Man of Spirit ought not to expofe him feU~ m offering to advife a Perfon from whom he may 

receive 
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receive "fuch affronts ; neither ought he to re .. 
quire fuch refpeds from his Children as he ~nows 
to be impradicable. She added then, 'twtU trtU 
Jhe WIH hii Daughter, and he might be fatiJfted, He got 
her upon a Woman; he loved m much tl4 jhe hated the 
Hmband her Father had prO'Viderl for her. . Y CJU muff 
know, we never have a Mart iage contracted be .. 
tween Rdations, let the ·degree be never fo re
mote. Our Women never Marry again after 
they're forty years of Age, becaufe die Chil
dren they have after that Age ~re generally of a 
weakly Conftitution. Not that they are the mote 
Continent for this : On the contrary, you'll fina 
them more paffionately inclin' d than a Girl of 
twenty. And 'tis for this reafon that they enter
tain the French fo kindly; nay ,and fometimes give 
themfelves the trouble to follow diem. However 
you know that our Women are not fo Fruittul as 
the French, tho' they admit of more frequen'tEm· 
braces; which to me is very ftrange, for 'tis quite 
contrary to what might be expected. 

Lahontan. 'Tis for the fame reafon, my poor 
:Adario, that they Conceive not fo eafily as ours. 
If they did not indulge themfelves too much in 
the frequency of Embraces, and receive' em with 
an over-hearing Keennefs, the Matter calcula
ted for the production of Children, would have 
time to affume the neceffary qualities for the b'u
finefs of Generation. It's the fame cafe with a 
Field that is Sowed continually without being 
fuffered to ly Fallow, for at ]aft it wiB produce 
nothing (as Experience plainly thews;) on the 
other fide, if you forbear the Ground, the Earth 
regains its force, the Serene Air, the Rain and 
the Sun give it a new Sap, which makes the Seed 

' to Sprout. But prithee, my dear Friend, futfer 
m.e to ask thee one Queftion. , What is the rea- · 
fon that the Women-Savages, being fo - rarely 

Fruit· 
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FruitfuJ, have the Increafe of their Nation fo lit
tle in view, that a Woman lhall make her felf 
Mifcarry when the Father of the Child dies, or 
is kill'd_, before lhe is .brought to Bed ? You'll tell 
me, flie ao's it to fave her Reputation; becaufe, 
without that Precaution lhe would never have
another Husband. But it would feem the Inte
reft of the Nation, which lies in its Increafe and 
Multiplication, is but little regarded by your 
Women. Now, it is not fo with ours, for, as 
you faid t'other day, our Coureurs de Boir 
and many others, find very often new Children 
in their Houfes, at their return from ·their Jour-

, neys: But they are not much difi'atisfied, upon 
the confideration, that this adds fo many Bcdys 
for the Nation, and fo tnany Souls for Heaven : 
Tno• after a11, their W on1en undergo as much 
difgrace upon fuch occafions as yours do, and 

, fometimes are Imprifoned for Lite, while yours 
are allow' d to entertain as many Gallants as tney 
pleafe afterwards. 'Tis a mofi abominable piece 
of Cruelq~ for a. Woman to make away with her 
Child : A Crime which the Author of Life will 
never pardon : And this is one of the greateft 
Abufes to be reformed among you. You ought 

~ to difcountenance Nakednefs too ; for the liber
ty which your Boys have of going Naked, makes 
a terrible Hurricane in the Minds of your young 
Girls ; as they are not made of Brafs, fo the view. 
of thofe parts which decency forbids me to n~meJ 
can't hue call up the Amorous Fire, efpecially 
when the young Wantons lhew that Nature is 
neither dead nor untrue to the Adventures of 
Love. 

:tldario. I take it, you account for the Barren
nefs of our Women admirably; for I perceive 
how that may come to pafs: And as for the Cri

. mina! Practice of our ;oung Women in taking 
Potions 
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Potions· to make themfelves Mifcarry; I find 
your Reflections upon it are very juft. But what 
you fay of Nakednefs do's not ftand to Reafo~ 
I allow that in a Nation w·here diftintl:ions of 
Property are acknowledg' d, you are very much >l 
in the right of it, to cover not only fuch parts as 
ought not to be nam' d, but even all the parts of 
the Body. What ufe would the French make 1 
of their Gold and their Silver , if they did 
not imploy it in providing themfelves with 
fine Cloaths ? Since in your Country Men 
are valued according to their Drefs, is it not a 
great advantage to be able to cover any Defect in rl 
Nature with a handfome Habit ? In earne.ft, Na· 
kednefs ought not to offend any but fuch as al
low Property. A deform' d or decrepit Man a- 3 
rnong you has found the Secret of appearing 
Handfome or well Drefs'd, in a Beau Perriwi~ 
and fine Cloaths; under which 'tis impoffible to1 
difl:inguifh Artificial Shapes from fuch as are Na .. n 
tural. Befides, 'twould be a great inconvenien
cy fot the Europ_eans to go Naked; for thofe who 
are well provioed would then find fo much Im .. 
ployment, and earn fo much Mony for good Ser 
vices, that they would not dream of Marrying 
as long as they liv'd; not to mention that the 
promifing Afpett would tempt the Married W ~ 
men tO violate their Conjugal Vows. Now, 
thefe reafons can have no place among us, where 
every thing n1uft fit, whether great or little, for 
the young Women taking a vie\v of the Naked 
parts, make their choice by the Eye : A~d for 
as tnuch as Nature has obferv' d the meafures of 
Proportion in both Sexes, any Woman may be 
w~ll affur' d what fue has to expett from a Hus- J 
hand. Our Women are ~~ Fickle as yours, and 

for 
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for that reafon t11e moft defpicahle Man here 
never defpairs of having a Wife ; for as every 
thing appears naked and open to fight, fo every 
Girl choofes according to her Fancy, without 
regarding the meafures of Proportion. Some 
love a well fhaped Man let a certain matter a
bout 1.1.im be never fo little, Others make choice 
of an ill fhap'd forry like Fellow, by reafon of 
the goodly fize of I know not what ; and others 
again pick out a Man of Spirit and Vigour tho:r 
he oe neither well fhap'd nor well provided in 

, namelefs Quarter. 
~: ~his, my dear Brother, is all the knfwer I 

Dt have to give to your Charge upon the fcore o£ 
Nudity ; rvhich you know lies only againft the 
Youths; for our married Men and Widows cover 

M themfelves both before and behind with a great 
deal of icety. And, befides, to make fome 
:Compenfation for the Nudity of our Boys, our 
Girls are Modefter than yours, for they expofe 
.nothing to open view hut the Calf of their Leg, 

hereas yours lay their Breafts open in fuch a 
wFalhion that our young Men run their Nofes in
lto 

1

em when they bargain about the Beaver 
poo:~•Ktr.aswith your handfom She-merchants. Is not 

this a Grievance among the French that wants to 
e edreG,1d? For I have it from very good 

(Hands, that fcarce any French Woman can refift 
:the temptation of an object that's mov~d by her 
.naked Breafl:s. A due reformation of this inde
ceqt Cuftom would he a means to preferve their 

usbands from the Chimerical Difremper of 
which you plant upon their Foreheads 

ut ever touching or feeing them, and that 
a Miracle I can't fathom : For if I plant an 

pp le-tree in a Garden it does not grow upon the 
;top of a Rock ; and in like ~anner one \Vould 
think your invitible I-Iorns lhould take root only 

in 
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in the place where th:e.lr Seed is fown, and a 
peal in die Foreheads of the Women, as · 
a juft reprefentation of the Husbands and the 
Spark' Tools. "In fine, this whim of the Hor 
is a horrid piece of Indifcretion ; for why Jhou 
you affront the Husband becaufe his Wife takes 
her Pleafure? If in Marriage a Man marri 
a Woman's Vices, then the F;ench way of Ma~ 
riage is an Oath that runs counter to right R 
fon, er elfe a Man n1uft keep bis Wife Und 
Eoc nd Key to avoid the dHhonour of b 

ices; The Husbands that retain to the ho 
Lift muft needs be very numerou~·; for I can' 
imagine that a Woman can brook the feve · 
of an eternal Chain, without having recourfe 
forne good Friend to foften her Affliction. 
lhould pardon the French if .hey made the Mant 
riage to ftand only upon certain Conditions, t 
is upon the Provifo that the Woman· h_ave Chil 
dren, and that both ihe and her H~hand keep! 
their Health, fo as to he ~ble to .difcharge t 
Marriage Duties as they ought to do. Thi · 

11 the Regulation that can be made in 
ation that fiands to Meum and Tuum. ---~1 

You Chriftia?u have another impertinent Cuftomt 
which I can't but take notice of. Your Mm 
glory in the Debauching of Women , .as 'f 
yielding to the Tempt;~.tions of Love were not
equally Criminal in either Sex. Your youn 

parks ufe their unnofi: Efforts to · tempt he 
Vfaids and married 'V omen ; they fet all means 

at work to compafs their end ; and when Maftem 
of their Willies talk puhlicklX of the Adventure:; 
upon which every body Cenfures the Eady, and 
cries up the Cavalier; whereas the former merits~ 
Pardon, and the latter deferves to be Punifh(i, 
How dye think your Women fhould be F'aitl ful 
to you, i£ o are Faithlefs to them ? If the, 

tnarried 
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arrie Men keep their Cracks, will not thei 

Wives keep Company with other Lovers? And 
if a Husband prefers Gaming and Drinking to 

t his Wive's Company, will not his Wife Solace 
her felf in the Company of a Friend? Woula 
you have your Wives to be Wife and Difcreet, 

i ana like ours , you rnuft Love 'em as your 
a felves, and take care not to fell 'ern; for I know 

fome Husbands among you, that confent as 
fhamefully to the Debauching of their Wives, 

l as fome Mothers do to the Profiituting of their 
~ Daughters, and in fuch cafes Neceffity obliges 
!1 'em to it. From hence it appears, that 'tis a 

!et: great Happinefs for the Hurons that they are not 
reduc' d to the practice of fuch mean Actions, 
a Mifery occafions among thofe who are not 

l inur' d to it. We are at all times neither rich 
nor J'>OOr, and our Happinefs ~pon this fcore 
goes far beyond all your Riches ; for we are not 

I fore' d to expofe our Wives and Daughters to 
1 fale, in order to live upon their Drudgery in the 
way of Love. Y ou'l fay our Wives and Daugh-

\n ters are foolifh and fimple ; and indeed I grant 
the Allegation, for they can't write BiDet Jou'1 
o their Acquaintances as yours do; nay, if they 

could write they have not the fenfe to tingle out 
by the Rules of Phyfiognomy a faithful old Wo
man that lhall carry their Love-letters, and ob ... 
ferve a profound Silence. 0 ! that curfed W ri
ting ; that pernicious Invention of the Europeans 
who tremble at the fight of their own Chimera's, 
which they dra\v themfelves, by the ranking and 
difpofal of three and twenty fmall Figures, that 

1 a~e Calculated, not for the Inftruction but for 
tile Perplexing of Men's Minds. Acc{)rding to 
your Notions of things, the Huro11s are likewife 
foolifh in not minding the Jofs of a Maiden ... 
he d in the Girls they take in Marria e, and in 

01 on-
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condefcending to marry the very Women tha 
their own Companions have turn'Cl off: But 
prithee tell me, Brother, are the French die wifer 
for fancying that a Girl is a Maid becaufe llie 
cries and fwears 'tis fo ? Nay, fuppofing her to 
be a true Maid, is the Conqueft the greater~ 
No, fure, on the contrary the Husband is o~ · 
lig' d to teach her a Trade that fhe'll praltife 
with others at a time when he is not in a condi: 
tion to continue the daily Exercife. As for our 
marrying Women feparated from former Hus .. 
bands, is not that the fame thing as marrying a 
Widow, with this difference only, that our Wo~ 
men have ail reafon to he perfwaded that we 
Love 'em, whereas your Widows have reafon to 
believe that you marry their Riches rather than 
their Perfons. How many Families are reduc'd 
to diforder or Ruin by fuch Marriages with Wi
dows ? But after all you do not pretend to 1'e"! 

drefs fuch diforders, becaufe the evil is incurab1e 
as long as the Conjugal Tye lafts for Life. Once 
more, I'll take the liberty to mention another 
piece of Madnefs pratl:is'd among you, whicli 
indeed is down right Cruelty to my Mind. Your 
Marriages are indiffolvahle, and yet a Youtnana 
a Girl that burn in the mutual flames of Love, 
can't marry without the confent of their Parents~ 
Both the one and the other mufi: marry wno 
their Fathers pleafe, in oppofition to their own 
Inclination, tho' their Averfion to the Perfon 
p ropos' d be fo great , that they hate him 
mortally. The ineq!Jality of Age, Eftette and 
Birth is the fource of all thefe Inconveniences; 
they overrule the mutual Love of the two Par· 
ties that like one another. What Cruelty! 
Wllat Tyranny ! and that practis' d by a Father 
1pon his own CHildren. Do you meet with 

fuch things among the Hur.ons? Among them 
every 
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every 6ne's as Rich and as Noble as his Neigh-
Hour, the Women are entitled to the fame Li
oerty with the Men, and the Children en joy 
the fame Privileges with their Fathers. A young 
Hilron may marry one of his Mother's Slaves; 
ana neither Father nor Mother are impoweld 
to hinder him. This Slave by fo doing becomes 
a free Woman ; ~nd fince her Beauty pleafes.; 
wliy iliould not the Youth prefer her to the 
great General's Daughter that is not fo hand
fome? To continue the faults of your Coh
ftitution : Is it not a piece of lnjuftice among 

ou who abhor a community of Goods, that a 
obleman or Gentleman fhould give his eldeft 

Son almoft all that he has, and force the other 
Brethren and Sifters to reft fatisfied with a Tri
fle, no' perhaps that eldeft Son is not a Lawful 

nil , and all the reft are ? The Confequence 
of this is, that they throw their Daughters into 
perpetual Prifons, with a fort of Barbarity which 
is not fuitable to the Chrifiian Charity that 
tHe Jefuits preach up. As for the other Sons, 
they are fore' d to turn Priefts and Monks, in 
order to live by the fine Trade of praying to 

od againft their will, of preaching what they 
do not prattife, and of perfuading others into 
the belief of what they disbelieve themfelves. 
If any of 'em take up a Military Profeffion, they 
Hefign the pillaging the Nation more than the 
~uarding off her Enemies. The French do no · 
fight for the Intereft of their Country as we do ; 

is tlieir own Interefi and preferment to higher. 
Pofts that they have in view. The Love · of 
their Country and of tlieir Fellow-Citizens does 
not prevail fo much with them as Vanity, Am
bition and Rjches. In fine, my dear Brother_, 

conclude diis Difcourfe in affuring tliee, That 
he Chrifti4 ns Self-. love is a piece of Fo ly that 

M m 2 thd 
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the-llurgn will ever cond!!mn ; and that Folly; 
which tinctures all your ACtions is remarkable in 
a diftinguifhing manner in the way of your A
mours and Marriages ; which, I muft fay, is as 
\Ulaccountable as the People are who fuffer 
themfelves to be catch'd in that Noofe. ru 

Lahontan. Adario, you remember I fet forth 
before, that the Actions of Rogues are no Stan• 
dard for thofe of honourable Men. I own the 
Juftnefs -of your Cenfure as to fome Actions, 
which we alfo difallow of. I acknowledge that 
the diftin&ion of Property is the fo~rce of an 
infinity of Paffions, of"which you are clear'd. 
But if you take things by the right handle, efpe· 
cially our way of making Love and Marrying, 
the good order of our Families, and the bduca· 
tion of our Children, you'l find a wonderfql 
Conduct in all our Conftitutions. That Libel! 
ty which the Hurons preach up occafions <lifmal 
Diforders. In their way theChildren areMafters~ 
well as the Fathers; and Wives who ought nat\1'! 
rally to be fuhjeet to their Husbands are inveft~ 
with an equal Authority. The Daughters fcoto 
the Advice of their Mothers when there's 
Lover in the cafe. In a Word, all this fcene of 
Liberty reduces the way of Life to a continu~d 
cour.fe of Debauchery, by granting to Natur~ 
in Imitation of the Brutes, an unlimited fatis· 
faction to all its Demands. Your fingle Won1e 
place their Wifdom in concerting and conceal· 

ing their lewd Adventurer. 
* i. e. to enter into To run with '~< a Match in 

~Woman's .Apartt?Zent your Villages is the f~~ 
m the Nzgbt tmze • ' • 1. 
with a Light. thtng as ftrolhng a1ter a 

Whore in ours. All your 
young Men roll from Hut to Hut upon fuch Ad· 
ventures while the Night lafts. The Doors of 
~very Girls Chan1bers are open to all Guefis, 

and 
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n3 if A young Man comes that lhe does not 

like lhe pulls the covering over her Head, the 
n eaning of which is, that fhe is Proof againft his 

emptation : But if another comes, perhaps lhe 
uffers him to fit down on the Foot of her Bed, 

in order to a dry Conference, without going 
fl ner; that is to fay' fhe has a mind to make a 
fet er of this poor Fellow, that the may have 

veral Strings to herBow.In comes a third, whom 
lhe jilts with more refined Politicks,and allows to 
ye near her upon the Coverings of the Bed. 

But when this Spark is gone, in comes a fourth, 
to whofe Embraces fhe readily grants her Bed, 
and her fpreading Arms, for two or three Hour 
together ; and tho' he is far from triffiing away 
the time in empty Words, yet the World takes 
it to be fo. Behold, my dear Adario, the Lewd-

fs of the Hurons, difguis'd with a Pretext of 
honeft Converfation, and that fo much the more 
that how indifcreet fo ever any of their Gallants 
may be to their Miftreffes ( which rarel}" bap 

ens ) the World is fo far from giving Cre
dit to 'em, that they brand 'etn with Jealoufie, 

~which amongft you is a defamatory Affront. 
Whis being premis' d, 'tis no wonder that the A
mericans won't hear any thing of Amours· n the 
Day time, upon the Plea that the Night was 
nude tor that purpofe. In France this way of 
ntreguing is term' d Cacher adroitment Son jeuJ dex

teroufly to conceal ones Deligns. If there's any 
thing ofWantonnefs and Debauchery amongft our 
Wenches, there is at leaft this difference, that the 
Rule is not General, as it is amongft yours ; 
and befides they don't go fo brutifhly to work 
with it. The Amours of the Europea'n Women 
are <Ghanning, they are Conftant and F aithft: 1 
o Death, and when they are fo weak as to yield 

a Rover the laft Favours, they have a greater 
M m 3 regard 





AN 

APP NDI 
Containing Some New 

VOYAGES 
TO 

Portugal and Denmark. 

LETTER I· 
Dated at Lishon, April 10. 1694· 

Containg a Defcription of Piana , Porto a 
Porto, Aveiro, Coim!Jra, Lis!Jon; together 
with a View of the Court of Portugal; 
and an Account of the Government, 
Laws, Cufioms, Commerce and Humours 
of the Portugueft. 

SIR., 

Begin my Letter with that ancient faying; 
Una falu.r viflu nNDam fperare falutem ; my 
meaning is, that after the receipt of fame 
bad News relating to my hufinefs, I find I 

have Spirit enough to brave all the Jolts of For· 
~une. The Univerfe which Swallows and Jefu-

ics 
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it a e for their Country, muft like wife be mine, 
till {uch time as it pleafes God to fend to the o
ther World, fome Perfons that do him very little 
Service here. 

I am glad my Memoirs of Canada pleafe you, 
and that my Savage Style did not turn your Af.:. 
feetion : ~ho' after all, you have no re:tfon to 
criticife upon my Jargon, for both you and I are 
of a Country, where no body can fpeak French 
bu.t when they are not able to open their ouths: 
Befides, 'twas not poffible for me who went fo 
young to America, to find out in that Country, 
the My er ' of Writing Politely. That's a Sci
ence that is not to be learn' d among the Savages, 

hofe GlownHh Society is enough to fafteq a 
brutifh twang upon the Politeft Man in the 
World. Since you prefs n1e to continue my Ac
counts of what new things I meet with, 1 wil .. 
lingfy comply with your defire; But you muft 
not expett thofe nice Defcriptions you fpeak o4 
for if I pretended to any fuch thing, I lhould ex. 
pofe my felf to the Derifion of thofe to wliom 
you may fhew my Letters. I am not f~fficient· 
ly quality' d to outdo the curious Remarks that 
an infinity of Travellers have pub1Hh' d. 'Tis 
enough for me if I furnHh you with fome private 
Memoirs of fome things that ~ther Travellers 
have Wav'd, as being beneath their regard : And 
for as much as thefe Memoirs treat of fuch Suh
jeds as were never yet handled in Print, you 
will meet with fome Satisfaction upon the fcore 

. of their Novelty. With this View, flhall be 
very puntl:ual in Writing to you from time to 
time, frorn whatever corner of the World my 
Mistortu nes 111ay lead me to ; but upon this con~ 
aition, that you fhall take an exact care. to let me 
have ~y;our Anf~vers. In die 1nean time, 1 muft 
a~quaint you th· t I can't undertake to Frenchify 

the 
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th Foreign . Names; · and therefore .fhall rite 
'em as the People of the Country do, leaving it 
t you to pronounce 'em as you pleafe. 

You remember I Writ to you about ten Weeks 
ago, that upon laying ~uwn three hundred Pi
fioles to the Captain of the Ship that brought me 
from Placentia to Viana, I had the good luck to 
get a Snoar 'there ; and fo I lhall refume the thread 

my Journal, from that place whete I laft took 
leave of it. I had no fooner jump'ii out of the 
Sloop, than a French Gentleman, who has ferv' d 
the King of Portugal thefe four and thirty years 
t in die quality of a Captain of . 

orfe came and offer' d me the ufe of 1 Sznce }.-fon .. 
• ' .r. fc • · , fieur de Schom. 

lits Hou1e, or 1n that place there s berg's time. 
no publick Houfes but fuch as are 
calculated for common Seamen. Tlie next day 
this old Qflicer ad vis' d me to go and wait upon 
'Dm John of Souza, Governour General of the 
Province between the Douro and the Minho. Ho 
acquainted me farther, that every body gave him 
the Title of L' ExceOentia ; and that he gave the 
Title of Senoria only to the Gentlemen of the firft: 
Rank, and iC Merced to all the reft. 
W:hen I heard this, I chofe inftead * A ritl~ fome .. 
f r.. k. S ;n,. h. k what htgbtr o tpea tng panzJ'" to tm, to ma e than You. 

ufe of an Int~rpreter, who Meta-
morphos? d all the You's of my Compliment into 
a P ortuguefe ExceDentia. 

Viana lies five Leagues to the Weftward of Bra
ga, and is inclos, d in a Right-Angle made by the 

ea and the River Lima. Here I faw two Mona
fteries of BenediE!ine Nuns, which w re fo ill pr -
vided that they would Starve for Hunger, if tl eir 
Relations and (I Devote's did not 
affifr 'em. Upon the Sea Side there 
Hands a very good Caftle, Fortified 
afterCount Pngan's way :'Tis covered 

with 
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with feV'eral large Culverines_, which guard if 
th_e Sallymen from Attacking the Veffels that lye 
at Anchor in the Road. In this Road, ilie Ship 
are Shelcer,d from the fourteen Points of. th 
Wind, that lye between- North and Sollth, i 
by Eail, The River is a havre de /Jarre , u 

· "}( Bar-Haven, Which no Ship ven41 
,. i.e. A p&rt tures upon without calling out Pi-
that a Ship 1 b s· l f G DL ean·t enter but · ots, >y a tgna o a un or ·a J.YU!g 

4t /ittl sea; twifted round. The Ships com 
for fear of tou- all in -at High Water, and when the, 
ehing thesttnds Tide runs out are lefi: dry, unlefs 
~:!~a~ttb~::~ they Ride upon the Pit, which has 
szona, P'ittu, always eight or ten Fathom at lo 
Porto, Aveirco, Water. rh 
Mondego, and 
Lubonj are all Havres de Barre. · 

Febr. 4· I hir' d two Mules_, one for my felf ao 
another for my Man, at the rate of three Spani 
Piafters or Cob~; and put on fo briskly that I ar·, 
riv,d that Night at Porto a Porto, whicn was twelve 
Leagues of£ Thefe Creatures Amble both fat 
and fmoothly, without Stun1bling or tyring th 
Ride.r. Your Cavaliers have the convenienc~ 
of refiing themfelves when they will upon the

0 Portmantles which are faften' d to two Iron Rings 
at the Pummel of the Saddle. The Saddles of

0 
that Country are too hard for fuch a Lean Man 
as me. The Road between Viana and Porto a 
Porro is Stony_, but pretty good ; the Ground lies 
upon a Level, the Profpecl: is pleafant, .and the 
Sea Side is adorn' d with feveral large Villages, 
t~e chief of which are Expofende, Faons, ana 
Villa de Conrle. When I arriv~d at Porto>-my Guide 
carry'd me to an Englifh Inn_, the only one that 
was fie to . entertain Gentlemen. This City is 
cramm'd with French) Englj% and Dutch Merchants, 

who 
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who oroud: Hither upon the account of the Com
merce ; tho' the latter have fuffer'd hy'c fuffici-; 
ently, fince the beginning of the War, by ver-

e of the Civility of our Privateers, who make 
o fcruple to take their Ships. Porto ftands upon 

rhe declivity of a Steep HiB, the Foot of which 
is Wafu' d by the River Douro, that falls into the 
sea a League lower upon a 
t 'lJarr. Tliis Bar which 
lies in the Mouth of the 
Douro , is fo fufpeded by 
S.ailors, that they never ap .. 
proach to it, but when the 

eather is good, and when 
they have fome of the Pilots 
of the Country on Board ; 
for upon the Sand of the 
Bar there are Rocks, fome 
Hidden and fome feen , 
which render it inacceffible 

* A Bar, P'cperly [pea· 
k_ing, is a Ban~ of Sand, 
wbic h commonly r11.ns •· 
"cfs t.he Mouth cf th~ 
Rivers that have not 4 
fufficient Rapidity to thrm 
back into the Sea the 
St~nds that t~re caft in ; 
upon 'em, when the Winds 
blow hard from the. 
Main. Alt Bars may be 
call'd Bank.t of San4 ; 
for I never heard of a Bar 
confifting of a ridge of 
Rocks. Now thi.s Sand 
rife.r nearer to the Surftzct 
of the Trater, like A little 
HiU in a Plain, fo tbu 
Ships can't get ovtr itr 
but at high lf'ater. 

I to Strangers. A Ship of 
four hundred Tun may 
come. over exad:ly at high 
Water; which is punCtual
ly the titpe that any Ship 
ougnt to make this River. Here we fee a fine 
Key reaching from one end of the Town to the 
other, upon which every Veffel is Lalh'd ove 
againft the owners Doors. In this River, I ha 
tlie opportunity of viewing the Brajil Fleet, con
fifiing of thirty two Portuguefe Merchantmen., 
tl1e leaft of which carry'd two and twenty Gun 
I aw likewife feveral Foreign Ships, and parti
cularly five or fix French Privateers, that put in 
diere to Buy Provifions and Amrpuniticn. 

P~Jrto is a Stately fine City, and n ell P~w 'a ; 
but its Scituation upon a Mountain is 1nccnvc11i-

ent, 



190 . Some New Voyages 
ent, in regard that it obliges one to be always 
upon the Afcent or Defcent. The Gallery of th~ 
Regular Canons of St. Auftin' s is as curious a piece 
of Architecture for its uncommon length, as 
their Church is with refpect to the roundnefs of 
its Figure, and the Riches of the infide. In tfiis 
City they have a Parliament, a Bifhoprick, Kca• 
demies for the Exercifes of young Gentlemen, 
and an Adenal for the fitting out of the Men of 
War, that are Built every year near the Moutli 
of the River. I wonder that this Town is not 
better Fortified, efpecially confidering 'tis di 
Second City in Portugal. Ics Walls are fix Foo 
thick, and at certain (iiftances !hew us the Ruines 
of pld Towers that time has levell' d with tHe 
Ground. They were built by the Moors, ang 
are the m oft irregular piece of Work tllat tnofe 
times produc' d : So that you may eafily guets 
whether 'twould be any hard matter to take tHH 
rTown at the firft Attack. t 

'Tis well for the Portuguefe that this Province, 
which is one of the beft in Portugal, is almoft in 
acceffible to their Enemies \vhether by Sea or 
Land ; the Sea Side being guarded by Barrs, an8 
the Land by imprad:icable Mountains. 'Tis VC· 

ry Populous, and all its V alleys which are full of 
Towns and Villages, afford great quantities o 
Wine and Olives, and feed numerocs Flocks Of 
Cattel, the Wool of which is pretty fine. This 
I Write upon the Information of fome Frenco 
Merchants, whq are perfectly well acquainted 
\Vith this Province. I am told that ~ tis impoffible 
to make the Douro , Navigable, by reafon of the 
Water-Falls and Currents that run between the 
prodigious Rocks. This, Sir, is all I know of the 
~atter; fo I hope you'll content your felf with 
lt. 

The 
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tttgal's Efforts, ever fince his Accef.lion to 

nrone, to make all Sciences floorifh within its 
ails. The Town affords nothing that's very 

remarkable, unlefs it be a double Stone Bridg~ 
one above another, between which one may crotl 
d1e River without being feen ; and two fine 
Convents, one for Monks, and another for Nuns, 
lying at the diftance of fourty or fifty Paces fro 
one another. Coimbra bears the Title of 
Dutchy, and is In titled to feveral confiderablc 
Prerogatives. It ftands fix Leagues off the Sea, 
at the Foot of a Steep Hill, upon which you may 
fee the Churches and Monaftries, and two 
three fine Houfes. The Bifhoprick of this plac 
which is Suffragran to Braga, is one of the beft 
Bilhopricks in Portugal. The Road fromCoimbr11 
to Lubon is Pleafant, and affords a pretty Profpea 
the Country is pretty well Peopled. 

I arriv:'d at Lilbon the Metropolis of this Cou 
try on the 18th, and was not near fo tyr'd ; 
was uneafy iri making ufe of tHat flow way 
Travelling which can fuit none but Ladies arid 
old Fellows. I had better have hir' d Mules, fO# 
then I might have gone through in five days time 
ana that for a very fmall Charge ; viz. thirttetr 
Fiafte,·s for me and my Servant. In the mean 
time, give me leave to tell you by the bye, that 
your tender Sparks would never be able to bear 
the inconveniency of the Pofadtls (or Inns) up .. 
on the Road : They have fuch forry pitiful Ac
commodation, that the very Defcription of 'em 
would be enough to fcare you from going to Ltt· 
hon:J tho' you had never fo much bufinefS there. 
However I was as well fati!:fied, as if they had 
been the oeft Inns in France ; for having fpent the 
whole courfe of 1ny Life in Scouring the Sea, 
the Lakes, and the Rivers of Canaaa, and having 
liv'd for the moit part upon Roots and Water, 

with 
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with a Bark Tent for my Canopy; l he rti-
ly of all that they fet before me. You inuft 
know, Sir, the Landlord conducts the Paffen
gers to a bye place that looks more like a D'an· 
geon than a Chamber; and there you muft ftay 
with a great deal of patience,till he fends you fome 
Ragou's Seafon'd with GarlicK, Pepper, ChiD
bols, and a hundred Medicinal Herbs, die fmell 
of which would turn an lroque{e's Stomacli; To 
corn pleat the nicety of your Entertainment, you 
muft lye down upon Quilts or Mattreifes fpread 
out on Planks, without either Straw or Cover
lets ; ana thefe Mattreifes are no thicker than 
this Letter, fo that 'twould require two or three 
hundred of 'em to make your Bed fofter than 
Scones. 'Tis true, the Landlord finds yotl as ma
ny Quilts as you pleafe for a Penny a piece, and 
takes the pains to fhake 'em down, and beat off 
the Flea's, Bugs, &c. But thank God,I had no oc
afion to make ufe of ,em, for I ftill kept my 

Hammock, which was eatily hung up in any 
place I came to, by two large Iron Hooks. But 
after all, the account I now give you of the Por
tuguefe Inns, is all a Jeft in comparifon with the 
Spanijb, if we may credit Men of Reputation: 
And that I take to be the reafon that Travellers 
pay little or nothing for their Fare either in the 
one or the other. 

The next day after my Arrival at Lisbon~ I 
waited upon the Abbot J· Eftrees ; whom the K. 
of Portugal has a great refpett for, ana who is 
fo much efteem'd by every body, that they juftly 
give him the Title of '0 Mais Perftito dos Peifeitos 

avalheiros, i. e. The moft .Accomplijb·d of the m oft Ac
tomplijh•d Gentlemen. His Equipage is Magnifi
cent enough, tho' he has not yet n1ade his pub .. 
lick Entry. His Family is kept in excellent Or ... 
~r ; his lloufe is very well Furnifu·d, and his 

N n Table 
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Table is pice and well ferv' d. Ofi:entimes 
entertains the Perfons of Note) who would no 
vifit him if he did not give 'em the Precedency. 
This pie~e of deference would have feem'd ridicu ... 
lous if the King his Mafter had not order'd it to 

' be fo in Mr~ D· Opede's 
,.. He was forr.:zerly Am- iC time : For it looks ver~ 
&affadour at tbu Court. odd to fee the meaneft En .. 

fign in the Army take the 
Right hand of an Ambaifadour, who denys that 
Pr~cedency to all the Minifters of the Seconcl 
Rate. The Portuguefe Noblemen and Gentlemen 
are Men of Honou~ and Honefty, but they ar; 
(o full of themfelves that they fancy themfelv~ 
the Pureft and Ancienteft Stock of Nobility and 
Gentry in the World. Thofe of diftinguifhing 
Titles expeCt your Excellency for their Compella 
tion ; and they are fo tender of their Dignity 
that they never vifit any one tliat lodges in :f 
publick Hou{e. None but Perfons of an Illuftri,. 
- ous Birth are dignify·d w~ 

the Title of j Don ; for ilie 
moft honouraole PoH-s can't 
Intitle 'em to that V enera
ble Charad:er ; infomuch 
that the Secretary of State, 
who is poffefs' d of one of 

t the Word i1 exa8ly of 
the fame Importance '11l'itb 
~effire , and wi~h ~he 
Spani£h, Sire or Sieur, 
'R'bic' the Coblers, &'c. 
elaim as •heir due. 

the greateft P.ofts in ilie 
Kingdom, do•s not pretend to a1Tume it. 

The King of Portugal is of a large Stature, n~ 
well Made ; he· has a very gooa Meen, rho' his 
Complexion is fomewhat Brown. •J'is faia}ieis 
as conffant in his Refolutions, as in his Friena, 
lliip. lie is perfecby well acquainted with the 
State of his Country. He is fo Liberal and fUll 
of_ Bounty, that he can fcarce retufe his Subjecu 
the Favours they ask. The Duke of Cadaval h' 
~1;Jl _Minifte~ and Favourite has potent Enemies; 

.' .. t . upon 



up~h the account tha~ he appears more Zealous 
for nis Mafter than the other Courtiers ; and at 
tne 1fame tin1e, more hearty for the French Inte .. 
reft. 

1 THe Situation and various Profpecrs of Luben 
woultl Entitle it to the Character of one of the 
fin eft Cities in Europe, if it were not fo very nafty 
It ftands upon feven Mountains,from whence you 
have a View of the fin eft Land-Skip in the World, 
as well as of the Sea, the River Taio, and the 
Forts that guard the Mouth of the River. This 
Mountainous City puts the People to a great in .. 
convenience, that are forced to walk on foot l 
but this inconvenience affeds Strangers and Tra
vellers moft, whofe Guriofity is in fome meafure 
tliwarted by the trouble of rambling frill upo 
afcents ana defcents; for you can't have the ac
commodation ofHackny-Coaches, that are.cotn
. on elfewhere. Here we meet with Stately and 
Magnificent Churches; the moft confideral>le of 

\\ which are La Ceu, Notre Dame de Loreto, San Vi
cente, San Rllch, San Pablo, and Santo DomingrJ, 
The BenediCfin Monaftery of St. Bento is the fin ft 
and beft lndow,d Monaftery that the Town a£: 
foros ; But laft Month part of its fine Fabriclf 
was Burnt down by an unfortunate f'ire ; and 

~ pon that occafion I faw more Silver Plate car• 
ried out of it than fix great Mules could carry. 

If the King's Palace were finHh'd, 'twould be 
one of the nobleft Edifices in Europe ; but the 
ompleating of it would coft at leaft two Milli 

ons of Crowns. Strangers lodge for the moft 
part in the Houfes that Front the Taio. I know 
feveral Frmch Merchants, fome Popifh and fomt; 
~roteftants, who are very confiderable Traaers 
in this Country. The Popifh Freneh Merchants 

· · are protetted by France, and the Proteftants take 
elter unae.r the Englifh and Dm,h. Here we 

N n z reckon 
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1:eckon almoft Fifty Engli.fh Families, and as a• 
ny Dutch, befides fome other Forreigners, who 
do all of 'em get Eftates in a very little time, 
by the great vent of the Commodities of th~ 
Country. The En$lifh J3aetao! or ~he Colchejler 
light Stuffs fell admuably welltn thts Place; and 
there's great Profit got upon the French Linnen, 
the Tours and Lions Silk Stuffs, Fr.ench Ribbands, 
Lace and Iron Ware ; which are ballanc' d 1) 
Sugar, Tobacco, Indigo, Cacao Nuts, &c. 3 

The .Alfandigua or Duty of Sugar and Tobacco 
is one of the l.::ieft Branches of the Royal Reve .. 
nue, as well as that on Silk, Linnenand Woolle 
Cloath, which the Merchants are ohlig'd to g t 

tamp' d upon the payment of a certain DuWJ 
proportionable to the value and quality of tho 
Effeds. Your dry' d Cod pays almoft T~irt~ 
per Cent Cuftom ; fo that there's fcarce any thi g 
got by Importing of them, unlefs it be whe 
the firft Ships come in from Newfoundland. r~ 
bacco, whether in Snulh or in Rolls, is fold~~ 
Retail at the fame price as in France ; for Snp.¥J 
is worth two Crowns a Pound, and the other 
Tobacco is fold for about Fifty Pence. 'r~ 
eafie to evade the Cuftoms, if one has a r~ 
underftanding with the Guards, who are a P,ar
cel of Knaves ~hat the found of a Piftole wilJ 
make as flexible as you can wilh. No Portma • 

· teau or Cloakbag can be carried into the ChX 
without being fearch' d by thefe doughty Ge J 

tlemen. Galloons, Fringes, Brocado's__, and Go 
or Silver Ribbands are Confiscated as Cont 
band Goods ; for no Perfon, of what StatigP. 
foever, i.s allow' d to -have Silver or Gold Thre9g 
either in his Cloaths or the Furniture of hg 
Houfe. 1 

All Books, in what Language foever:~ are tqJ· 
mediately laid before the Inq uifition, and b ~} 
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if hey do not pleafe the lnquifitors. Th s T(-4 
Hunal, of which a French Phyfician gives llS a 
Pathetick Defcription, from the fad experience& 
of the Evils he underwent at Goa; this Tribu
nal_, I fay, which belches out more Fire and 
Flames than Mount Gibel, is fo hot upon the Point 
Hac if this Letter came before 'em, both it and 

tlle Author would be in equal danger of being 
burn' d ; and 'tis upon this Confideration ~hat I 
take care to hold my Peace,efpecially fince the very 
Grandees of the Kingdom are affraid to fpeak of 
tHis Sanctified Office. Some Days ago I had an In
terview with a fenfihle wife Portuguefe, who after 
infurming me of the Manners and Cuftoms of 
tne People .of Angola and Brajil, where he had 
Hv'd fevera\ Years, took pleafure to hear me re
count tne Fafhions and Humours of the Savages 
of Canada ; but when I came to the broiling of 

e Prifoners of War that fall into the Hands of 
tne Iroquefe, he cry' d out wich a furious Accent, 

hat the lroque{e of Portugal were yet more cruel 
an thofe of America, in burning without Mer-

Y their Relations and Friends, whereas the lat-. 
ter inflicted that Punifhm.ent only upon the cruel 

nemies of their Nation. 
In fo1 mer Times the Portuguefe had fuch a 

eneration for the Monks, that they fcrupl'd to 
enter into their Wivei Chambers, at a tin1e when r e good Fathers were exhorting them to fome
tliing elfe than Repentance ; but now a days 
tlle_y are not allow' d fo much Liberty : And in
eea I n1uft own, that the greateft part of 'em 

liv-e .r;fuch lewd and irregular Lives, that their 
~travagant Debauches have fhock'd me a hun

dred times. Tney have Indulgences from the 
Pope's Nuncio to follow all manner of Liber
tinifm ; for that Papal Minifter, whofe Power 
is unlimited as 'to Ecclefiafticks, gives 'em leave, 
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notwithftanding the Remonftrances o~ their s~ 
periors, to wear a f!.at in the City, ( i. e. to go 
abouf without a Companion ) to lie out of th 
Convent, ().fi~ even to take a Country Journey · 
now and th~fi. Perhaps they would be wifer, ' 
and th6it number wonkl be fmaller, if they were 
not oblig' d ( as well as the Nuns ) to ma o 
their Vows ~t 14 Years of Ag~. 
· Moft of t e P ortuguefe Coaches are Chariots 
Imported from Fr!Jnce. None bn~ the King ani! 
Ambaffadors are drawn by fix Horfes or Mules· 
within the City Walls ; out of the Gity, in ... 
~eed, your Perfons of Quality m~y have· .- a hun
dred if ~hey will ; but within the Walls tliey 
oare not have more than four. The Ladies and 
the old Gentlemen are carried in Sedans -er· 
Ch~irs, fo that Chariots are only made ufe ef 
by the younger Noblemen ; none are allow'd o· 
make nfe of Coaches and Sedans but the Nobi
lity~ Envoys, Refidents, Confuls, and· Ecclefia .. 
fticks; fo that the richeft Citizens and Mer
chants muft content thernfelves with a fort ef 
C~lafh with two Wheels, drawn by one Horfe,& 
and driven by thernfelves. The Mules that car 
ry the Litters or Sedans are larger, finer and .. 
fo broad Chefted as thofe of .Awvergne. A Brace 
of 'em, generally [peaking, is worth Eight hu~ 
dred CrO\vns; nay fome of 'em will fete 
Twelve hundred, efpecially if they come from 
the Country of the famous Don ~tixot, whicli 
lies at a great diftance from Lisbon. The Coacli 
Mules come fron1 Eftr~maduraJ and are worth~ 
bout a hundred Piftoles a Pair. The Saddle ana 
Carriage Mules, and the Spanifh Horfes, are CuH 
per -Gent dearer than in Cajlile. When 'tis fair Wea
ther rhe young Sp'arks ride up and down thee 
C1ty on l1orfe- back, on purpofe to Jhew them .. · 
felves to the Ladies, who like :Birds in a Cage 

· have 
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Jiave no other Privilege than 
tliat of viewing through the ie 

Glitnks of Jealoufie the Crea
t res whofe Company t ey. wiili. 
for. in their Prifons. The Monks little Finger. 
who are provided for . by Indow- . 
ments make no Vifits on Foot, for their Convent 
keeps a certain number of Saddle Mules, which 
they make ufe of by turns : And 'tis wonderful eo .. 
mical to fee the good Fathers patrol and wheel 
about the Streets with great long crown' d Hats 
like Sugar-loats, aud Sped:acles that cover thre 
fourths o the it Face. · 

Tho' Lisbon is a very large City, and a place 
of= great Trade, yet there's but two good French 
I ns or Ordinaries in the whole Town, where . 
one may eat tolerably well for five and thirty 
Sous a Meal. Queftionlefs the number of good 
Ordinaries would 'be enlarg' d in courfe, if the 
Portuguefe took pleafure in Eating and Drinking; 
for then they would not contemn thofe who are 
fbllicicous to find out good Cheer. They are 
not contented with difdaining the Trade of an 
Innkeeper ; hut the very name of a Puhlick 

oufe is fo odious to them, that they fcorn to 
vifit any Gentieman that Lodges in thofe charm
ing Quarters. For this reafon, Sir, you would 
do. well to advife any Friend of; yours, that has 
the Curioticy to Travel into Portugal, and means 
to make any ftay in this Town, to go into a 
Penfion at fome French Merchants Houfe. One 
may feed very well in this Town, only 'tis fame
what dear. The 'Alemteio Poultry, the St. Ubal 
Hares and Partridges, and the Algarva Butchers 
Meat eat admirably well. The Lamezo Bacon 
and Hams are nicer Food than thofe of Mayence 
and Bayonne ; and yet that fort of Meat fits fo 
uneafie upon the Stomach of a Portuguefe, that., 
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if 'twere not for the Confumption in the on 

Inquifitors Houfe, there would fcarce be 
any Hogs in all Portugal. The Portuguefe Win . 

re fti'ong and have a good Body, efpecia ly tli 
Rea Wines which run very near to a Black Co
lour. The .Aleguete and Barr11 a Barra Wines are 
the fineft and thofe of the thin eft Body. 

The King never tafts Wine, and the Peifons 
~of Quality drink of it but very feldom, no more 
than the Women. To fathom the reafon 'Of t'lm 
Abftinence we muft confider that Vet~m has fuch 
an Intereft in P(}rtugal, that the Facy of her 
Charms bath always kept Bacch~H from .any F~
ing in this Country. Here that Goddefs caUfcs 
fo much Idolatry, that fue feems to difpute with 
the true God for a right to the W:odhip and A
doration pf the Portugue[c, and that in the moft 
Sacred Places ; for the Churches an~ ProcefliOJas 
make the common RanJe~vous where the Ani 

rous A.ffignments are made. 
~t A fort of Brag· 'Tis there that the "~' BantlM

gadocio B~llf's, of ro's, the Ladies of Pleafi.ure ....... J 
Don Quixot'sTem· iiW 
per, 'A'ho have no o· the Women of Intrig~e, take 
ther 'Employpzent their Pofts ; for they never {ail 
~hng4n ,~hAt Aodf bunt· to affift at the Feftivals that ;are 
tures~Jter ven· Celebrated at leaft three or four 

, ~imes a Week , fometimes in 
one Church and fometimes in another. l'he 
fw~gg~ring Adventurers have a wonderful Ta· 
lent of difcovering their Amorous Defires with 
one glance of the Eye to the Ladies who returr~ 
,em an Anfwer by the f4me Signal; and this 
they call C,orre[ponJing. This ~one, they have 
nothing to do but to find out their Houfes, by 
following 'em Foot for Foot froq1 the Church 
Door to their refpedive A partmencs. The cqn
clufion of tlielntrigue lies in marching fir:aigh~ o~ 
to the cor er of. the Street without look~ng abou~ 

for 
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Mona er·ie inftead of their own. Houfes.. ~li~ 
reafon of their voluntary Confinement is this J 
that they choofe thus to expiate and attone fo 
the Sins they committed in _their Hu~bands a 
fence, rather than be ftabb' d at thetr return, 
Upon this fcore we ought not to Cenfure thofo 
who repre(ented the Oceaa with a Bull>s Horns, 
for in good earneft almoft all that expofe them
felves to the brunt5 of the Sea make muc}l fucli 
another Figure. In fine, Gallantr.~ in the wa~ 
of Amours is too ticklifh a Trade in this Place, 
for it runs a Man in danger of his Life. Here 
we find plenty of Whores, whofe Company 
ought by all means to be avoided; for befidia 
the danger of ruining one's Health, a Man 
runs the rifque of being knock'd on the J:Iead if 
he frequents their Company. Tlie handfomeft 
Whores are commonly Ame'ZJaJa' J or liir' d by th~ 
Month by fome kind Keepers, that have a watch· 
ful Eye over 'em ; but notwithftanding all the 
Keepers Precaution, they enjoy the Diverfion at 
fome wife Companions at the expence of fuch 
Fools. The Fools I now fpeak of lye under an 
indifpenfihle Neceffity of keeping up and feed .. 
ing with Prefents the pretended Love and Fide~ 
lity of the faid Lais's, the Enjoyment of whom 
is unconceivably Ghargeable. The Nuns receive 
frequent Vifits from their Devoto's, who have a 
warmer Paffion for th~m than for the Women o£ 
this World, as it appears from the JealoufieS', 
Quarrels, and a Thoufand other Diforders that 
arife among the Rivals upon the fcore oflntri .. 
gue. Formerly the Parlours of the Monafteries 

, were guarded only with a fingle Grate, but fince 
my Lord Grafton and fome of the Captains of 
his Squadron had the Curiofity to touch the 
Hands, . &c. of the Nuns of Odiveta; the King 
ordered all the Convents in the Kingdom to 

have 
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Devoto,s, by prohibit"ng any one to approach to · 
a fl onven · without a lawful ~cafion, tho' to 

.fmme an occafion is eafie to one that has the fol-
1 to be in Love with thefe poor Girls .. 
. !llne P'()rtugue{e are a P,eople of a quick ~ppre

henfion ; they think freely, and their xpreffi .. 
o -s come up to the juftnefs of their Thoughts: 
They have able Phyficians and learned Cafuifts 

ong 'em. The Celebrated Camoens was with• 
oti d. fpute one of the m oft llluftrious Gitizens . 
Of!. Parna!Jm. The teeming variety of his excel
len Thoughts, his choice of Words, and the 
politenefs anti eafie freedom of his Stile, charm'd 
al who were fufficiently acquainted with the 
Pertuguefe ~anguage. 'Tis true he had the MW
fi une or oeing rally' d upon by Moreri> and by . 
fome Spanijb Authors ; who, when they could 
not avoid owning, that 'tis impoffible to furpafs 
the Genius of this unfortunate · Poet, blacken'J 
his Cliaracrer- with the imputation of Infidelity 
ana J?rofanity. ~ Catalan M_onk falls foul upon. 
a hundred Places of his Daz,ia'dtt6' Ended;m Eftri~ 
viOiH. &c. and brands Him for an Impious Rat

' tle-brain'd Fellow. To quote two Places that 
ne Cenfures ; the firft is the Cadence of a Son
net entituled Sonet() Nuo Imp_reflo ; where after 
fOme Reflections- the Poet fays, -Mais 0 Melhor 
Jt tudo e crer -en Chrtflo ; i. e. After all, the {ureft 
')}Jay if to believe in Ch·rift. The Second IS the 
Gonclufion of a Gloza, viz.. Si Deus fe Bufca n~ 
Mundo neffis ollos fe achara. ~hat is to fay, in 
(peaking to a Lady, If we loak for God in. this 
World tpe'll find him in your Eyts. - , 

Tbe Portuguefe Pul pit-I?en cry up their Saints 
a1moft abov_~ God hirnfelf; and eo exaggerate 
~l1eir Sufferings lodg~ 'em in Stables rather- than 

in 
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m Patadife. . They -conclude their Sern1ons witli 
fuclr Pathetick Cries and ExcLimations, tHat tHe 
Women figh and cry as if they were in defpair. 
n this Country the Title of a Heretick is ac

counted highly infamous ; and indeed it bears 
very odious Signification. The Priefts and Friars 
hate Calvin for Curtailing the bufinefs of Confef.. 
fion, as much as the Nuns efteem Shuter for hit 
Monaftical Marriage. In the City they malte 
ProceHions from one end of the Town to the o .. 
ther, every Friday in Lent. I have feen a Hove a 
hundred- difcipline themfelves in the Streets, in 

· an odd 1 manner. They were clad in White} 
wit~ their Face cover'd and their Back nakedJ· 
whtcb they lalh fo handfomely, that the Bioo 
fpurts in the Face of ~he Women who are fetUP.· 
ort the fides of the Streets, en purpofe to ri .. 
dicul~ and vilify -the leaft Bloody. The~ . 
were follow' d by others in Masks, who carried 
Cro1fes, Chains, and bundles of Swords of an 
incredible weight. 

The Foreigners of this place are almoft as Jea. 
lous as the Portuguefe; infomuch that their Wives arc~ 
.afraid to fhew themfelves to tHeir Husband's be 
Friends. rfhey affect the Portuguefe Severity with 
fo much exadnefs, that thefe poor Captives dar 
not lift up their Eyes in the Prefence of a Man~ 
But notwithftanding all their precaution, they 
fometimes meet with the Mifchief that they take "if 
fuch care to avoid. The City is Peopled wit4 
perfons of all Colours, fome Black, fame M!llat,. 
to's, fome Sw;trthy, and fome of an Olive Co~· 
p1exion : But the Greateft part are Trigenho's, i. e· 
of the Colour of Corn. The medley of fo ma
ny different hues, do's fo mingle the Blood of 
the Nation, that the true Whites make but a ve
~y fcanty number;. and 'tis for this reafon, that 
tf one we:e to fay tn Portugue[e, I am a Man (or 

. a 
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- 1/(o ll?J ) of Honour ~ the nob left exp'Feaion e 
can find, is, En feu Br'!!'co, or Br.anca,1 i .. e. 1 qm 11 
W.wte. 
" You tnay walk up and down Lisbon night and 
day without fearing Pickpockets. T.ill three o( · 
four a Clock in the Morning, you have Mufici~ 
ans that play in the Streets on Guitars, ar!d j yn 
to the Sweetnefs of that Inftrument, the rn~ft 
moanful Songs that can be imagin' d. The way 
of Dancing among the ordinary fort of People is 
very indecent, by reafon of the impertinent Mo
tions of their Head and Belly. The Infhumen
tal Mufick of the Portuguefe is difagreeable at thft 
to the Ears of a Foreigner ; but at the bottom it 
lias fomewhat in it that's fweet, and p1eafes, when 
one is accuftom' d to it. Their Vocal Mufick is 
{~ coarfe, and its difcordant Notes are fo unhap
ru1y link, d together ; that the chattering of a Grow 
is more Melodious. Their Church Mufical Com
p.ofures are all in the Caftilian Language, as well 
as their Paftorals and mofi of their Songs. They 
endeavour to imitate the Spanifo Cuft()ms as much 
as poffible ; nay, they are fo .nice in cbferving 
die Ceremonies ot die Spanijb . Court, that the 
Ppr.tugucfe MiQifters would be very much di1cblig'd 
i£ the le.aft Formality were lop' d off. The King 
and the Gr.andees wear n1uch fuch ancther abit 
aS our Financiers or Receivers of the Rcyal Re
venu~. . They have a clofe Coat with a Cloak of 
die fame colour ; a great Band of Venice Poi.nt, 
with a long Perriwig, a Sword, and a Dagger. 
~liey give the Title of Excellentia to Ambaffa
dours, ana diat of Senhor.ia to Envoys and Refi-
dents. - · 

The Port of Lilbon is large, fafe and conveni
ent; tho' th~ Entry is very difficult. The Ship$ 
Riae at Anchor between the City and the Cafile 
of Almnlla, at eighte'n Fa them Water o'n a g()cd 
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ffrohg Ground. Tile Liibon iver is ea I'd r>y 
the Portuguefe, 0 Rey dos Rios~ i. e. The King ifj 
Rive1·s. 'Tis almoft a League broad where tlie Stitps 
Ride ; at which place the Tide rifes twelve foot 
perpendicular, and runs above ten eagues far .. 
ther up towards its fource. All Captains ofShiP,s, 
whether Men of War or Merchant Men, F~ 
reigners or Natives, are exprefsly prohibited to 
Salute the City with a Difcharge of Cannon, ()r 
fire a Ship Gun before it, upon any pretence 
whatfoever. The Confuls of France, England and 
HoOanJ, have five or fix thoufand Livres a piece 
allow' d 'em yearly ; befides which , drey 
ma4e a fuift to get as much more by ~i~ 
din g. 

This~ Sir, is all the account I can give JOU a 
prefent of this charming Country ; which te 1JlY 
mind would be a Paradife upon Eartfi, if ·'ewe e 
Inhabited by Peafants that had lefs of the Gent~ -
man in their Condutl:. The Climate is admira
bly fweet and agreeable ; the Air is clear anCl'ft· 
rene~ the Water of the Country is wonderfitl 
good, and the Winter is fo mild that I have f6rt 
no cold as yet. In this Country, the Peo2fe 
1nay live for an Age without any inconvenie~ 
fron1 advancing Years. The old Perfons are not 
loade~ with the nfirmities that plague 'thofe 
of other Countries; their Appetite do's not fail 
'em, and their Blood is not fo defpirite<l, but 
that their Wives can vouch for their perfect health . 
. A.rdent Fevers make a terrible Havock in Port• 
gal, . and the Venereal Diforders are fo civil, that 
no body troubles his head for a cure. 'T'he PDX, 

. which is very frequent in the Country~ gives fo 
little uneafynefs, that the very Phyficians who 
have it, are loth t.Q carry it off, for fear of going 
to the charge of ,repeated Cures. !The Juftices 
and Peace~Officers are fawcy and unfufferably 

ar-
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ommi1farys, have no 1ix' Allowan e : 
have more and fo lefs, in propo · o 

he advantage of the Place where their Troo 
c Quarter'd, and the number of their en. 
The Rort11gue[e Troops are ill Difciplin' d. ei
er Horfe nor Foot are Cloath'd after 

fame manner ; for fome ba e a Bro n · 
, fome Red, iome Black, fome Ble , ~ 
reen~ &c. Their Adns are very good, an 

Officers do no mind their brightnefS, pro i
ded they are in a good Condition. One oul 

rce bell ve that tbefe are the Troops tha id 
h mighty Feats againft the Spaniards in the 

ft War . In all ap~arance they were better 
Difciplin' d in thofe days than they are now, 

re n fo much taken up with their Guit•rJ. 
To fuew you the Species and Value of the 
ony that's Current in this Country : 
A Spanifo Piajlre or piece of Eight, which the 
ttt,uefo call a Pataca, is worth a French Crown 

and contains 750 Re1s. 
The half pieces and quarter pieces are of 

proportionable Value. 
Rey is a Dmier, as I intimated above. 

The lowefi: Silver Coin th y have is a Yintai11~ 
twenty penny piece, being 2.0 Reys. 

Ttftoon is orth r Vintainer. 
A Demi-Tefloon goes in a half propo ion~ 

old Cr117..atla is near 4 Teftoon. 
The Mtetla J· ouro, a Gold Coin~ is orth 6 

P4t4ctls and 3 Teftoons. 
he half and quarter M~Ji s have a proportio 

hie alue. 
A Lowis J'or, whether Old or ew, goe for 

four PiP res wanting two Tefloons. 
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The l1alf and quarter Piftoles go upon the fame 
propo ion. 

A Spanijh Piftole, full Weight, goes at the fafl}e 
rate for 4 Piaftres, want1ng two Teftoons; fo that 
there's Mony got by fending 'emto Spain, where 
they're worth 4 Piaftres neat. : 

No Species of Mony bears the King of Por!u 
gal's Effigies; and there's no diftincl:ion made in 
Pormgal, between the Seruille Piaftres and thole 
Mexico, or of Peru, as. they do elfewhere. . 

Jo Fre1zch Coin paffes in this Country, except
ing Crowns, half <.::rowns and quarter Crowns. 

The Portugtlefe 128 potma is equal to the Paril· 
1 oo Weight. TheirCaliao is aMeafure that exceeds 
the Paris half Ell by three inches and a line; fo 
that its juft extent is two French foot, one inch 
and one line. Their Bara is another Meafure, 
fix of which makes ten Galido' s. The Portuguefo 
t.eagtJ.e is 4200 Geometrical Paces, allowing five 
Foot to every Pace. 

As for the Iittereft of the Portilgulfe Court, I 
wave it on purpofe becaufe I have no mind to 
enter into Politicks. Bef1des, I have already ac
quainted you that I pretend to Write nothing elfe 
but fuch trifles as have not been yet took notice 
of in Print. If it we e not that I haa laid my 
felf under that Reftriction, I could fend you a 
circumftantial account of their different Tribu
nals or Courts of Juftice, and forne Scraps of 
their Laws : I could give you to underftand that 
the Parliament and Arch-Bilhoprick of Lisbon, 
n1ake one of the greateft Ornaments of this Me
tropolis ; that the Ecclefiaftical Benefices are ex-

. tream large ; that t ere are no Commendatory 
Abbeys in the Country, that the Friars are nei
ther fo well indow'd nor fo well entertain'd as 
one might expect. I could inform you that the 
King's Royal Order is call'd L'h11bito de Crijfo, If 

Madam 
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adam J, Aunoy had ot taught you fo much in 

Defcribing the admirable Inftitution of that Or
der ; and therefore fhall content my felf in ad
ding that the number of he Knights Compani
ons of this Order runs far beyond that of its 
Commandries_, which are worth very little. Here 

muft make a halt and take leave of this Royal 
Gity., which 'tis poffible I n1ay fee once more 
hereafter. I fet out immediately for the Nor
thern Kingdoms of Europe ; waiting patiently till 
it pleafes od that Monfieur Ponchartrain lhould 
either remove to Paradife, ·or do Juftice to him 
;Vho lhall lways be yours more than his own. 

Tour Humble, &c .. 

TER II. 

t694· 
Containing an Account of the Author, Voy; 

age from Lis!Jon to Garnfey ; his Adventure 
with an Englifo Man of ·War and a Priva
teer: A Defcription of Rotterdam and Am-
perdam; the Author,s Voyage toRamiJ11rg; 
.the Dimenftons of a Fltmifo Sloop ; a De
fcription of the City of Ham!Jurg ; the Au-

.tbor's Journy from thence to Lu/;e,l; .and 
a Defcription of that City, 
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{apte time, I had the precaution of taki!}g a ll"afs 
from the Dutch Refident, for fear of ~eif!g ft~' d 
i - that Country. I went in a Boat to a P.lace 
call' d Belin, which lies about two Leagues below 
Lisbon. At this little Town all the Merchant 

·Ships that go and come, are oblig' d to fuew their 
Cockets, Invoice, and :Bills of Lading, and 
to-pay the Duty for their Cargo. The 6tb we 
got out of the Taio, and follow' d the Rake of 
Fleet Bound for the Baltick Sea, and Convoy•d 
by a Swedijh Man of War of 6o Guns, Comman
oed by a Lubec~er whofe Name was Crenger ; and 
whom the King of Swede, had prefer' d to a No
ble Dignity, notwithftanding that Originally h 
had been a Common Sailor. We cro{s'd the Bar, 
by the way of the Great Channel or Pafs, be
tween Fort Bougio, and the Cachopm; the laft 
being a great Bank of Sand and Rocks, e:xte d.. 
ing to three quarters of a League in length" 
half a League in breadth, which Ships are apt to 
fall foul of in a Calm, by reafon of the Tides 
that bear that way. You muft know that if we 
had had Pilots that knew the Coaft, we would 
have pafs'd between that Bank and the Fort ofSt. 
Julian, which lies to the North or the Lisbon fideJ 
oppofite to Bougio ; but we had no occafion to 
employ 'em, fince our Portug11e[e Captain took the 
opportunity of following the run of the Baltick 
Fleet~ As foon as we came into the Main, a d 
fell into the middle of that North Country Fle~ 
the Brutith Commodore made down upon us :with 

· all Sails aloft, and fir' d a Cannon with Ball i 
Head of our Ship ; after which he fent out hi.! 
Lieutenant to a.cquaint our poor Mafter, that it 
behov'a fi~m to pay two Piftoles immd:li~telx for 
the Shot, and to Sheer off from hi• Fleet, unlefs 
he had a mind to pay a hundred Piajfres for his 
Convoy, which the Mafter of our V effel refu~'d 
very Gracefully. - l3ut 
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.But to drop this Suhjed: ; I muft acqttaint y . 

tlfat the 1Jarr of Lisbon is inacceffihle whtle 
Wind olows hard from the Weft and South-We ; 

nich commonly happens in Winter. Add to 
t~is, that for eight Months of the Year the North 
and orth-Eaft Winds prevail, and that mode

tely : By which means it came about, that our 
ifage from the Mouth of the Taio to Gape Fi

Jtifterre was longer than an ordinary Voyage from 
the IOe of Newfound-Land to France. I never 
ii w fuch conftant Winds as thefe ; however we 
~t clear of 'em, by Traverfing and Sweeping a• 

long the Coaft, which our Portuguefe Captain 
urft not leave for fear of the Sally .. Rovers, 
nom they dread more than Hell it felf. At laft, 

-after I 8 or 20 days Sailing, we Weather' d Cape 
iniftcrre ; and then the Wind Veering to th~ 
ou li-We , we made fuch way that in ten or 
elve t1ay we came in fight of the Ifle of Guern

fey. . I muft fay, that if it had not been for a 
renchPilot that conn'd the Ship, we had frequent

ly fallen ~oul on the Coaft of the BritijhChannel : 
or you muft Rnow, the Portuguefe have but little 

acquaintance with the Northern Seas, and the 
~n{is that jut out into 'em ; and for that reafon 

are oblig'd to make ufe of l~oreign Pilots when 
they are Bound for England or HoOand. The fam~ 
<lay that we defer~' d Guernfey, two great Englifb 

Hips gave us Chafe with full Sail, and in three 
or four hours can1e up with us : One of 'em was 
a K:ing's Ship of fixty Guns; and the other was a 
Privateer of fourty Guns, Commanded by one· 

tnuper, who was naturally very well calculated 
fOr a Pickpocket, as you'll fee in the Sequel. 'As 
foon as they came up with us, we were forc'd to 
Strike and put out our Long Boat, into which I 
went in order to fliew the Captain, whofe name 

a Townfend~ the Pafs I had receiv'd from die 
0 o 3 Dut&h 
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Dutch Refiaent at Lisbon. This Captain treated 
roe with all poffible Civility, in fo much that he 
aifur'd me all my Baggage lliould be fecur'd from 
the Rapine of Captain Cowper, who purfuant to 
the Principles of his profeffion, pretended to 
Pillage me with as little Scruple as Mercy. How
ever, our Ship could not be Search' a till we go 
into Gt1er1ljcy Road, and for that reafon we were 
carry' d thither the fame day ; and after aropping 
Anchor the two Engli.fb Captains went a Shoar, 
and fent two Searchers on Board of us, to try tf 
they could prove that the Wine and Brandy witli 
which our Ship was Fraughted, was of the 
growth of France or Exported by Commiffion 
from French Merchants ; which they could not 
poffibly make out, notwithftanding tliat they 
fpent fifteen days in fearching and run1maging, 
as heard afterwards at Lubec. This troublefome 
Accident oblig'd me in five or fix days after, to 

:Imbarque in a Dutch Frigat 
* A Place in Holland. of "~' CircZJee ; having firft 

prefented Captain TownJ.en'd 
with fome Casks of .Allegrete ine, a Cheft of 

. Oranges, and fo1ne Diilies 
t A Portugueff" Ctty Carv' d at t Ejlremos · and 

1- at jtAnds almoft on the • d ' f 
Frontier; towardS' Extre- that tn acknow le gment o 
madura. the kind Ufage and good 

Entertainment that he gave 
me both a Shoar, and on Board of his Ship. 

My Se~ond Voyage prov'd more favourable 
than the former ; for in t1uee days Sailing I ar
riv>d at Circ:z.ee; at which place I went n Board 
of a Paffage Smack, \~hich freer' d between t11e 
Iflands, and by ver ue o ~ the -inds and Tydes 
rvafted me to Rotterdam. 

Rottettl.lm is a very large fine City, and a p ace 
f very great rade. Here I had the P.learure of 

viewing in two ddys tin e, the .Nlaes Co .ege, che 
Arfe .. 
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rfenal for Naval Stores, and the great Tower, 

which by the indufiry of a Carpenter was ~ei 
ffateCl in its perpend' cular Pofture, at ime 
when it bended and ffielv'd ·n fuch a monftrous 
manner, as to threaten the City with the oad 
of its Ruines. I liad likewife the Satisfaction <>f 
feeing the Houfe of the Famous Erafmt~!, as w 11 
as the Beauty of the P.ort or the Maes, the M out 
of which is very dangerous, by rea on of fo 
Sl:lelves and Banks of Sand that fh.oot out a pret· 
ty way into the Sea. The Trade of Rotterdam 
is very confiderable, ana the Merchants of that 
place enjoy the conveniency of bringing their 
Snips up to the Doors of their Ware-Houfe , by 
die help of the Canals or Ditches, that interfect 
diis great City. Two days after my rrivnl, I 
Imbarqu' d at five a Clock in the Morning in a 
'Travelling Boat or Trafl Scuyt for AmfterJam. 

his fort of Boats is cover'd with Ribs, being 
flat, long and broad ; and has a Bench or Form 
on each fide, that reaches from the Prow to the 
Poop. In this Conveniency, which one Horfe 
will draw, we travel a League an hour, for three 
Som and a half per League. In all the Pr' ncipal Ci-
. es of Holland the Scuyts fet out every hour, whe

ther full or e1npty : But you muft know that you 
frequently ffiift Boats, and for that end muft :walk 
on foot thro' feveral Cities. In this fmall Voyage 
I walk'd thro' Delft, Leyden and Ha1·lem, which 
appear' d to be large, neat and fine Cities. A -
ter I had Travel' d in thefe Boats twelve Leagues 
upon Ditches lin' d with Tr~es,-N.Leads, Gardens, 
and moft pleafant Houfes, I arriv'd at '.Ai»fteriam· 
in the Evening. 

When I came to my Inn, my Landlord or
der'd 1ne a Guide, who in feven or eight days 
time fhew'd me all the Curiofities of this Flou
rHhing City ; but I could have done it in three 

Oo 4 or 
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or fo days if the City had afforde the ~ n 
veniency of Hackney-Coaches, fuch as they 

ve at Paris and other Places. The City is 
~rge, neat and fine ; moft of its CaAals or Gra
ll(s are deck' d with very pretty Houfes : But he 
Water Stagnating in thefe large Cifterns fmells 
very ftrong in Hot Weather. The Edifices arc 
for the m oft part Uniform, and the Streets are 
drawn as if 'twere by a Line. The Guild-Ha/J 
Stadt-Houfe ftands u po11 Wooden Piles or Stakes ; 
tho' that vaft Mafs of Stone is extream heavy. 
This Noble Edifice is inrich'd with feveral fifie 
Pieces of Sculpture and Painting, .. and ad or 'jl 
with rich Tapeftry. Here you may; fee the fineft 
Marltle_, Jafper and Porphyry that can be : But 
this is nothing in Comparifon with the Mouldy 
Crowns that are hoarded up under the Vaults of 
this rnonftrous Edifice. The Admiralty-Houfe 
is likewife very fine, as well as the Arfenal. ~ 

·. Port which is little lefs than a large quarter o~ a 
League in Fr.ont, was covered all over with Ships, 
in fo much that one might eafily Jump from OlJe 
to another. 

In this City I faw fome neat Churches, not 
to fpeak of a Synagogue of the true Jews, who 
out of regard to their tiquity are allow' d the 
pub lick Exercife of th'e'ir Venerable Religion. 
The Roman Catholicks, Lutherans, &c. are tolera
ted to Wodhip God in their way, without lay
ing the Doors of their Meeting-Houfes open, or 
ringing Bells or Chiraes. I was likewife enter
tain'd with a Sight of tne Houfes for Widows 
ana O rphans, ·and their Bridewells whether for 
the Punifhn1ent of Rogues, or of Female 2in· 
pers, who are forc'd to Work very hard to expi· 
ate their Peccadillo's. The Exchange is a piece 
of Architedure, large enough to contain eight 
fhoufand Men ; But the Stateliefi thing I faw was 

; , ten 
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machs. This Sir, is the whole of what I know 
in the matter. · 

As I pafs' d duo' this famous City, I met with 
fome French Merchants of the Catholick Religion, 
the moft confiderable of which are the Sieurs tl' 
Moracin,and d' Arreche; both BayonneMen)and per
fons of Merit and Probity, who have already 
purcha.s' d a great Eftate, and a very reputable 
Character. I was inform'd that there were a 
great many French Refugees in this City, who 
have fet up Manufatl:ures that inrich'd fome and 
ruin' d others. This is to me a convincing Proof 
that the Refugee Trade has been favourable to 
fome and fatal to others ; nay, 'tis really true, 
that fome Refugees who brought Mony into Hol
land are now in want, and others who had not a 
Groat in France, are become Crte[uls in that Re
publick. 

There's no Country in the World in which 
good Inns are fo chargeable, as they are in Hol
land. There you muft pay for Bed and Fire, fn 
proportion to your Meals, which coft you half a 
Ducatoon, or two and nine pence a tiine : So that 
a Gentleman and his Servant muft lie at the 
Charge of eight French Livres a day, for Supper, 
Dinner, Bed and Fire. 

As for the Dutch Mony, the Value of it is as 
follows. 

A Ducatoon is worth three Guelders, three Stuj-
vers. 

A Rix Dollar paffes for fifty Stuivers. 
A Crown for 40 StuiverJ. 
A Dollar for ~ o Stuivers. 
An ei::ht and twenty Stuck or Piece, 28 Stui-

vers. 
A Guelder piece 20 Stuivers. 
A Stamp'd Schelling 6 StuiverJ. 
An Unfiamp' d Schclli11g, 5 Stuh.tcrs 4 Doits. 

A 

I 
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A Dubbelkie 2 Stuivcrs. 
A Stuiver 8 Doits ; which makes a French Sol 

,.nd a 'Liard ; for five French Sore make but four 
Dutch Stuivers ; and ~ French Crown of 6o SotJs 

alue is no more than 48 Stuivers. 
A Gold Ducat is worth 5 Guelders ) Stfti71ers. 
A Lowu D,or paifes for 9 Guelders 9 Stuivers. 
As for the Meafures of Holland~ I can tell you 

with reference to fome, that a League is near 
Boo Geometrical Paces. 

An Ell is a French Foot ten Incnes and a Line.
A Pound is equal to our Paris Pound. 
B. Pint holds much the fame quantity of Li

quor with a Paris Chopine. 
This is all the account I can give you of Hol

land. 
WHen I fet out fron1 Amfterdam to Hamburg, I 

chofe the eafyeft and cheapeft way of Travelling, 
(I mean by Water.) I had refol v' d indeed to 
Travel by Poft Waggons or Coaches; hut that 
refolution was prefently drop'd, when I was ad
vis'd that in Travelling by Land, I might run the 
rifque of being ftop' din the Territories of fome 
of the German Princes, who require Paffports of 
~n Travellers. This who1efome Advice fpar' d 
both my Corps and my Purfe : For to have gone 
Pofi, it would have cofi me for my felf and my 
Servant fourty Crowns, whereas it coft xne hut 
five by Water. There goes two Dutch Sloops 
from Amfterdam to Hamburg every Week, on pu.r
pofe to carry Paffengers, who may hire litt e fe
perate Cabins, fuch being made in the Ship for 
the Accommodation of thofe who have a mind 
to be private. Thefe- Sloops would be admira
bly well Calculated for Sailing up the Cotith ide 
of' the River of St. Laure'iJI:e, from its J. outh to 
.~ebec; and above all, frcm ~uebec to 'Monreal. 
T.Jcy are preferable to our Barque~ for that Ser

vice; 
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vice hich fll make out by fi e or ftx Reafo • 
In the fi place, they do not draw half fo mucli 
W a er a.s our Barks of the fame Burden. In tl\e 
next lace, they'll tack to the four Quarter$· 
the Wind ; they require lefs Rigging and a fma} .. 
ler compliment of Hands than our Barques, and 
are Work' d with lefs Charge ; they'll turn their 
Head where their Stern was before in the twink 
ling of an Eye, whereas our Barques can't get 
bout under five or fi~ Minutes, and fometitnes 
will not tack atall ; they may rub upon Sand o 
Gravel without danger, as being Built of lialf: 
fiat Ribs, whereas our Barks being round, would 
fplit in pieces upon the leaft touch. Such, Sir,_ 
.. ·e the Advantages of thefe Flemijb Veffels lie· 

·nd ours ; and fo you may fafely Write to the 
. ·nbel Merchants who Trade to Canada, that 
1.ey would find 'em very ferviceable in t~ 

'""'ountry : At the fame time, you may oblig 
'em with the following dimenfions of that fort 
of Shipping, which I took fron1 the V effel I wa 
on Board of~ that was one of the leaft Size. It 
was fourty two Foot long from the Stern-poft to 
the Head; the Hold was about eight Foot broad 
!tnd about five Foot deep: The Cabin in the 
Fore-Caftle was fix Foot long, and had a Chim
ney with a Funnel and Vent at the bottom· of the 
Cape-Stane. The Cabin Abaft was of the fame 
length, and its Deck was rais'd . three Foot higli
er than the Fore-Ca.ftle. The Helm of the 
frightful Rudder 'run along the Roof of the laft 
Cabin. The Ribs of this little Veifel, were, in 
good e.arneft, as flat as the Boats in the Seine. 
The Side was about a Foot and a half high; the 
1\.faft was 16 Inches diameter, and 30 Foot 
high ; the Sail refemhled a Rectangle Triangle 
in its Form. The Veffel was provided witli lee
boards, or a fort of Wing-s which tfie Carpenters 

know 
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k verY. ell how to- ufe~ n line, to infor 
lOUli felfl more particularly of the matter, yo 
may Write to Holland for a Model of that fort of 

bipping in Wood; for a French Carpenter will 
never make any thing of the beft Verbal Defcri
etion I can give. The cafe is the fame as with 
fo e Mathematical Inftruments, of whic the 
acuteft n1en can never form a juft Idea without 
feeing 'eJ11. 

In Sail" ng from AmfterJam to Hamburg , we 
Steer thro' the Wat, that is, between the Conti
nent and a firing of Iflands that lye about two 
or three hours off the Terra Firma ; and round 
which the Tide ebbs and flows, as in other places. 
Between the Continent and thefe Ifiands there 
are certain Channels, which are deeper than the 
Qther p aces on the right and. left, for thefe are 
dfy every ±ide. Thefe Ghannels are eafily di
fl"nguilh'd by the help of fome Buoys and Mafis 
Planted upon the Flats. At half Flood you may 
weigh Anchor and Steer along the hannels, 
which make ftrange Windings and Elbows nd 

1 i£ the Wind he contrary, you may eafily :Board 
along b1 the help of die Current, till it is low 
Water, at which timt.~ you run a Ground upon the 
Sa d, and are left quite dry. I faw above three 
hijndred of thefe Fiemijb Veffels during the courfe 
of this Navigation, which I take to be as fafe as 
that. of a River~ abating for ten Leagues Sailing 
when we crofs over from the laft Ifiand to the 
Mouth of. the Elk. The Tide rifes three Fa
thom perpendicular from the Mouth of this 
Rivet to Aurenhourg, which lies ten or twelve 
Leagues above Hamburg ; fo that great Ships and 
Men pf W ~r ma~ eafily Sail up to Flamburg. 

The Paffage trom Amfterdam to Hamburg is 
commonly accomplHh' d in feven or eight days • 
for in thofe Seas the ;w efierly Winds prevail fo; 

three 
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hree Quarters of the Year. But we were not 

above fix days in our Paifage, notwithftanding 

that the Mafter of our Ship was oblig' d to lofe a 

Tide in producing his Invoys and Bills of Lading 
at the Town of Stade, which lies a League off 

the Elbe, and where all Ships are ohlig'd to pay 
Toll to the King of Sweden, excepting the Danes, 

who might have an equal Right to claim fuch a 

Toll, if they n1ade ufe of the opportunity of 
e mmanding the Paffage of this River with the 

Cannon of Glucftat. 
~he Elbe is a large League over at its Mouth, 

and at Spring-Tides it has Water enough in the 

Channel for Ships of fifty or fixty Guns. The 

Entry of the River is very difficult an~ danger

ous, by reafon of an infinity of moving Sands, 

which render it almoft inacceffible in a Fogg, as 
well as in the Night time ; notwithftanding the 

precaution of Light Houfes Built pretty far out 
at Sea. 

Hambr :g is a large City, Fortified irregularly 

with Ramparts of Earth. I pafs over in Silenc.e 
die Democr·atical Governn1ent of this Hans ~own 

and its Dependancies, prefuming you are not ig
norant of fuch things, fince the Geographers have 

given ample Defcriptions of'em: And fhall con
tent my felf with informing you that the Trade 

of Hamburg makes it a confiderable place ; and 
confidering the advantage of its Situation, one 

might readily guefs fo much. lt fupplies almoft 
all Germ.:my with all forts of Foreign €ommodi .. 

ties, by the conv~niency of the Elbe, which car· 
ries flat bottom' d V effels of two hundred Tun a· 
hove Drefden : And one may juftly fay that this 
City is very Serviceable to the Elector of Bran· 

Jenburg, in regard that thefe V eifels go up to the 
:Af}ree~ and fon1e other Rivers in his IT'erritories. 

· The Hnmburg Merchants Trade to all partsofthe 
World, 

' · . 
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'Orl , ha eing America. They fend But few 

hips to the Eaft-Indies, or the upper end of the 
Mediterranean ; but they fit out an infinity of 
Ships for .Africa, Mufcovy, Spain, France, Portugal, 
'Bolland and England ; and two Fleets every Year 
or Archangel, where they arrive at the latttr 

end of June, and the latter end of Septem
her. 

T-his little ·Republick keeps four Men of War 
of fifty Guns, and fome light Frlgats that ferv 
for Convoys to their Merchantmen, Bound for 
the Straights, or for the Coaft of Portugal or Spain; 
where the Sally-Rovers would befure to pick 'em 
up if they went without Convoys. The City · s 
neither pretty nor ugly ; but rnoft of the Streets 
are fo narrow, that the Coaches muft ftop or put 
back every foot. It affords good Diverfion e
nough ; for commonly you have Plays Aded by 

rench or Italian Adors, and a German Opera ; 
which for Houfe, Theatre and Scenes, may vye with 
the befr in Europe. 'Tis true, the Habits of the 

&ours are as irregular as their Air and Meen; 
but then you muft confider that thefe two Suit 
ne another. The Neighbourhood of Hamburg 
truly very pretty in the Summer time, by rea

fon of an infinity of Country Houfes, adorn'd 
wit excellent Gardens, and great numbers of 
Fruit-Trees, which by the affiftance of Art pro
Glee pretty good Fruit. But now that I am 
fi eaking of the Country round Hamburg, I can't 
ifmifs the Subject without acquainting you with 

pne hing that is uncommon. In the Neighbour
hood of Hamburg there are Fields ofBattel,retain
ng to the ~erritories of Denmark and Lubeck; in 
which private Quarrels are adjufted before an in
finite number of Spettators,notice being given by 
heSound ofaTrumpet feme days before theCham-

pi ns enter the L·ft·. One r markable Circum
ftance 
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fiance is, that the Combatants, whether on Foot 
or on Horfe-Back, implore the Mediation of 
two Seconds, only in order to be Judges of the 
thrufts, and to part ~em when four drops of 
Blood are fpilt ; fo that the Adventurers retire 
upon the leaft fcratch. If one of 'em falls upon 
the Ground, the Conqueror returns to the Ter
ritories of Hamburg, an~ n1akes a Triumphal Pro
celfton to that City, while the Air rings with 
acclamations of Joy from the Spectators. Thefc 
Tragedies are not unfrequent ; for Hamburg be> 
ing reforted to by an infinite number ofForeign
ers and Strangers, fome diforder or other always 
happens> which is redrefs' d that way. In for
mer times, the Da11es, Swedes and Germans, us' d 
to repair to the above mention' d Fields to adjuft 
the Quarrels they had in their own Countries, 
where Duelling was prohibited under fevere Pe
nalties. But the Soveraigns of thofe Countries 
have fince Stiffied tu eh Practices, by declaring 
tliat upon their return they fuould he as feverely 
puniili'd, as if the Adion had been in their own 
Territories. 

·: After fraying five or fix days at Hamburg, I took 
leave of that City and fet out for Lubec in a Poft 
waggon ' that goes thither every a~y~ 
Each place in/ the Coach is a Crown and a half. 
We arriv'd that fame day at Lubec, and when we 
came to the Gates, were ask' d who we were; 
upon which every one gave a true account of 
their Country and Profeffi.on ; but the fear of 
heing ftop' d diffuaded me from being fo fin cere. 
To be free with you, Sir, I plaid the Jefuit a 
little ; for having guarded my Confcience with 
a good meaning,! roundly told 'em I was a PortM· 

guefe Merchant, and fo got clear by fuffering the 
affront ofbeing hooted at for a Jew. In fine, 
we were all fuffer' d to pafs without opening our 
Portmanteau's. The 
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The City of Luhec is neither fo great nor (o 

populous a? Hamhurg ; hut its Streets are broad et 
and ftraignter, and its Houfes are tnuch finer.! 
The Ships that arrive in this Port are rang' d all 
in a row, upon a very pretty Key that extends 
fron1 one end of the Town to the other ; and 
that in a River, that in my Opinion is . deeper 
than 'tis broad. ~he greateft Commerce of this 
Rlace retains to the Balticle Sea, which is not a
hove two Leagues diftant. The place from 
whence I now Write, is Seated exactly at he 
Mouth of. this little River ; which your great 
Ships can't enter, by reafon of a Bar that has 
not above fourteen or fifteen Foot Water ; 
even when the Wind Springing from the Main 
fwells this River after the fame manner as the 
Tides of the Ocean. To morrow I think to 
Imbarque in a Frigat that carries Paffeugers from 
hence to Copenhagen, provided the Southerly 
Winds continue. I have taken the great Cabin 
for two Ducatoon1, which is not above four French 
Growns. Ducats are the moft current ctnd con
venient Coin in all the Northern Countries; for 
they pafs in Holland, Denmark and S'lveJen, and 
· n all the Principalities of Germany : But a Tra• 
veil er muft take care that they are full Weight, 
for otherwife the People will fcruple to take 'em, 
or at leaft cut off forr1e Sotts in the Change. 

To conclude; I have met with good Inns hi
th~rto in all the Towns I pafs'd thro'; and drank 
good Bourdeaux Wine both in Hamhurg and Lubtc. 
The People of the Country drink likewife Rhenijh 
and Mofetle Wines; but to my mind they are bet
ter to Boil Carp in than for any thing elfe; 
Adieu) Sir~ I am now call'd upon to P,ack up my 
Baggage : I hope to feeCopenhage1-; the day after to 
morrow, iffo be that this Southerly Wind ftands , 
o r riend: as much as I am, Sir) Yours, &c. · 

P _p LET-
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LETTERIII. 

Dated at Copenhagen, Sep. 12. 1694. 

Containing a Defcriptio11 of the Port anti City 
of Copenhagen , a Yiew of the Danifh 
Court ; and of the Humours, Cufioms , 
Commerce, Forces, CSc. of the Danes. 

G I R, 

T HE South-Eaft Wind that blew when I 
Wrote ]aft, wafted me into the Port of 

this good City of Copenhagen ; after which it took 
leave of us, and purfued its courfe to the Nor
thern Countries of Sweden, where its thawing 
influence had been expected for fome days. This . 
little Voyage, which was over in eight and four .. 
t:y hours, afforded me diverfion enough; for I 
I had the pleafure of viewing to the Lar· Board, 
or on the left hand, fome Danijh lfies.~ which 
fee m' d to be pretty Populous, if we tnay judge of 
that from the great number of Villages thflt I de
fcry'd upon 'em, when we Sweep'd along their 
C oaft in clear Weather with a frefh Gale. I take it, 
the croffing of this Sea muft be fomewhat dan
gerous in \V inter, by reafon of the Banks of 
Sand that are met with in fome places: For the 
Nights being long_, and the Winds high in that 
Seafon, no Precaution whatfoever would rid me 
of the fears of running upon the Sands, tiH I 
arriv' d at this City. 

As foon as I fet my foot on Shoar, the Waiters 
came and view'd my Porttnanteau's, in which 
they found more Sheets of Paper than Pifioles. 

The 
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The next day after my Arrival, I waited upon 
Monfieur de Bonrepaux, who was then in the 
Country for the recovery of his Health: And 
for want of whom the Navy of France has fu• 
ftain'd an irreparable lofs. This done, I re ... 
turn'd eo this City, which may juftly be lifted 
in the number of chofe that we in Europe 
call great and pretty. 'Tis well and 'regularly 
Fortified, and 'tis pity 'tis not Wall' d with Scone, 
which is Hkewife a defect in the Cittadel that 
commands the Mouth of the Harbour. Copenha
gen has one of the beft H·arbours in the World , 
for both Nature and Art have confpir'd to fhelter 
it from all Infults. The City ftands upon a 
fmooth level Ground, the Streets are broad, and 
atmoft 11 the Houfes are three Story high, and 
built of Brick. Here you may fee three very 
fine places; and amongft the reft, the King's 
Niarket, fo call' d fron1 his Statue on Horfe-Back; 
which is there erected. This Place is furrounded 
with fome fine Houfes, and Monfieur de Bonrepa11~ 
Lodges irl one of 'em, which is very large ; and 

1 

ipdeed th t Ambaffadour has occafion forfo great 
a Houfe, confidering the numeroufuefs of his 
Retinue. 'The Magnificence of his Table is fuit
able to the Grandeur of his Equipage : And eve .. 
ry body pays him the honours and efteem that 
his Character merits. But I'll infift no longer 
upon that Head. . 

The City of CopenhAgen is very advantageoufly 
Seated, as you may fee in the Map of the Ifle of . 
Ze~Jland; and lies very conveniently for Mer
chantmen which come without any Jifficulty up 
to the Canals or Ditches that are cut thro' it. It 
contains very fine Edifices ; particularly the 
Churches of Notredame and St. Nicholtn, which 
are both great and fine. The round Tower paffes 
o n admirable piece of Architecture, and has 
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a Stair-Cafe upon which aCoach may drive up to 
the top. TheLibrary which ftands in the middle of 
the round Tower is well Stock' d with Books and 
valuable Manufcripts. The Exchange is an ad
mirable Fabrick, in regard both to its length, 
and its Situation in the pleafanteft part of the 
Town. As for the Royal Palace,its Antiquity re- ~ 
commends it as much to me,as if it had beenBuilt 
after the Modern way : For in the Maify Fabrick 
of a Caftle, 'tis enough if the due Symmetry of 
Proportion be obferv'd. The Furniture and Pi
ctures in this Caftle are admirably fine · and the 
Royal Clofet it fill' d with an infinity of very cu
·rious Rarities. In the King's Stables there is now 
but a hundred Coach-Horfes, that is, thirteen 
or fourteen Set of different forts and fizes ; and a 
hundred and fifty Saddle-Horfes : But both the 
one and the other are equally fine. Chriftians
Fawe, the Second City, is fever'd from Copenha
gen by a great Canal of running Water. The {0 

Royal Palace of Roz..emhurg, which fiands at one :n 

·end of the City, is adorn' d with a charming ' 
Garden. 

I come now to give you the Characters of the 
Princes and Princeifes at the Court of Denmark. 
'Tis needlefs to take notice of the Valour and 3u 

Vigilancy of the King, for the two chief Quali
ties of that Monarch are fufficiently known to ~ 
all the World. I fhall therefore only acquaint 
you that he is a Perfon of great Judgment and 
Capacity, and intirely Wrap'd up in the Inte
refts of his Subjea:s, who look upon him as their 
Father and Deliverer. He has all the Qualities 
of a good General, and is affable and generous 

. to the laft degree. He fpeaks with equal facility, 
the Danijh, Swedi{h, Latin, German, Englijh and 
French Languages. The Queen is the moft Ac
complilh' d Princefs in the World ; and fo I have 

fa id 
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faid all in all. The Royal Prince is a Son wor
thy of fo great a King for his Father, and fuch a 
good and vertuous Queen for his Mother ; as you 
have heard it proclaim' d by as many Tongues as 
there are Heads in France. He js a Mafter of 
Learning, and has a quick Apprehenfion joyn' d 
to a fweet Temper. His Manners are as Royal 
as his Perfon, and all that fee him wifh him that 
Profperity and Happinefs that his Phyfiognomy 
promifes. Prince Chriftian is a fweet lovely Prince, 
as well as Prince Charles his younger Brother : A 
certain Air of Affability fits upon their Fore
heads and charms Mankind. Prince Tf/illiam the 
young eft Brother is a very pretty Child. Prin
cefs Sop_hia, who is commonly call' d the Royal 
Princefs, has truly a Royal Air: She is Handfome., 
Young, well Shap'd and Witty as an Angel ~ 
Which is enough to entitle her to a Preference be
fore all the Princeffes upon Earth, not to menti
on a thoufand other good qualities, the Relati
on of which would prove too bulky for a Mijfi'Ve. 

et's therefore call another Subject. 
One may live in this Country for almoft no

thing, notwichftanding that good Fifu is fame
what dear : In the beft Ordinaries about Town 
you pay but fifteen or fixteen Soma Meal. . The 
Butchers Meat of this place is neither fo juicy 
nor fo nourifhing as that in France ; but their 
Poultry, their frefh W :Lter-Fowl, their Hares and 
their Partridges are exceeding good. The beft 
Claret cofts but fifteen Sou! a Bottle. A Hack ... 
ney-Coach may be hir'd for a Crown a day, 
and fixty Livres a Month. The Water of this 
place is muddy and heavy, and for that reafon 
we have recourfe to the Beer, which is clear and 
wholefotne, and yery cheap. The French Refu
gees in Copenhagen are allow' d the free exerci e ot 
their Religion, under the diredion of Monfieur 
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Je la Placette a Minifter of Bearn, who has a very 
good Penfton from the Queen, for Preaching in 
a publici< Church, of which her Self is Proted:refs. 

Commonly the King paffes the Summer at his 
Country Seats, fometimes at regresburg, fame times 
at Fretlericsburg, and fometimes at Cro:zenburg. 
There's fcarce any Prince in the World that has 
be~ter Acccommodation for Dear-I-Iunting, than 
the King of Denmark : For all his Parks are full 
of broad Roads for purfuing the Chace; befides 
that, the D~1nifh Horfe have a long ftretch of a 
Gallop, which is very convenient for Hunters ; 
~nd tqe Dogs of that Country .are fcarce ever 
faulty. The King,s Table is as nobly Served up, 
as you can well imagine: So that when he re ... 
~qrns from Hunting he finds a frefh Pleafure in 
feeding on Angelica! Fare. He is frequently im
ploy, d in reviewing his Troops, and vifiting his 
Forts., Magazines and Arfenals ; and fometimes 
he goes a Fowling with his Courtiers. About 
two Months ago I faw him Shoot about a quar
~er of a League out of Town : Upon which oc .. 
cafton a Wood Fowl as big as a Cock was plac'd 
upon the top of a Maft, and the King Shot at it 
firft qnd took away a piece of its Neck with his 
Ball ;. after which his Courtiers Shot fo dexter. 
oufiy that ~here was nqthing left but a little 
bit of the Fowl, which the King hit at lafi, afcer 
;t great many Sports-Men had attempted ic in vain. 

Moft of the People in this place underfiand 
French; and perhaps the Gentlemen of the Roy
~l Aca~emy are not better Skill'd in the Purity ~e 
~nd Delicacy of that Language_, than the Coun .. 
tefs of Fri~elanJ; who by her Wit, Birth and llll 
Beauty is j ... tftly accounted the Pearl and Orna- ~~ 
ment of the Court. The Danes are a proper 
fort of Peep le ; they are civil, honourable, brave 
and active. .They have fomewhat that's very in-

gaging 
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gaging in their Carriage, and bears an Air of af
fability and complaif~nce. I take 'em to be a 
fenfible thinking fort of People, and free of that 
unfufferable affed:iation and vanity that gives 
a difrelifh to the Ad:ions of other Nations : At 
leaft 'tis apparent that a difengag' d genteel 
Air fuines thro' all their Actions. The Dani.Jh 
Ladies are very handfome and lively ; generally 
they are very witty and brisk, and a fparkling gay
ety hangs very agreeably about 'em,notwithftand
ing that the nature of their Climate do's not pro
mife it. The Danifh Men complain that they are too 
haughty and nice in their Condufl; and indeed they 
have reafon to charge' em with a fcrupulous nicety; 
but as for their Pride I know nothing of it. They 
receive almofi: no vifits, and 'tis alleg' d that the 
reafon of this referv' dnefs proceeds not fo much 
from the.defign of avoiding the occafion of Tem
ptation, as from the fear of being Scandalis' d ; 
for Slander reigns in this Country as much as elfe
where. In fine, they have 1nore Vertue and 
Wifdom than they fhould have, in bearing the 
Sighs of Lovers without being mov' d. One may 
fee 'em often enough at the Houfe of Mr. Je 
Gulden!ew, the King's natural Brother and Vice
roy of Norway. That Gentleman, who indeed 
is one of the Statelieft: Men in Europe, takes plea
fure in keeping a Table every day for eighteen 
perfons~ and regaling the Ladies and Perfons- of 
Quality. After Dinner the Gentlemen make 
Matches to Gan1e or Walk out \Vith the Ladies. 
The fame Entertainment, and the fame fort of 
Company is to be met with at the Count de Re
venclaw' s, who is look' d upon as one of the m oft 

' Zealous and Capable Minifters that the King 
has. Thefe Dinners or Entertainments are fame
what too long for me, who am accuftotn' d to 
Dine Poft, I mean, to fill my Belly in five or fix 
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Minqtes ; for commonly they laft above two 
hours, The excellent Meffes which are then 
Serv' cl ~p in great plepty, Feaft at once the t~fte, 
the fight and the fmelL For ;in fine,there's nodif ... 
ference between thofe Tables and the beft about 
the French Court, unlefs it be that the former 
have gref\t pieces of Salt Beef fet upon 'em ; and 
I truly think the Danes would be Guilty of an 
indifcreet Action in eating of it fo heartily, if 
they did not take care to wafh the Salt o~ of 
~heir Throat with good Liquor. 
·· Among th~ different forts of Wine that are 
commonly drank at Copinhagen, the Cahers and the 
Pontac are the only Wines that fuit a French Man's 
Pal~te. It feemi to be an inviolable Cuftom in 
·~u the Northern Countries, to fwill down two 
or three good Draughts of Beer, before they turn 
~o Wine, which they value too n1uch to fpoil it 
with Water. I am told that in former times they 
us' d to fit four or five hours at Meals, and drink 
'f?riskly all the while, in fpite of the threats of the 
Gout. But now adays that cuftom is in difufe ; 
hefides, the Glaffes are fo fmall and the number 
pf the Healths fo moderate, thac they rife from 
Table in very good order: Not but that feme
times upon extraordinary Solemnities, the Guefis 
Jye unqer an indifpenfible Obligation to drink 
puge Bumpers in certain WeOcomes ; which in an
cient ~imes were in ufe among the Grecians under 
the name of d:JA9'~ JttJp.ovo~. I tremble when 
I call to mind thefe Bumpers, ever fince a fatal 
accident befell me ap(mt two ~1onths ago in Mr. 
fie G11ldenlew's Houfe : That Gentleman regal'd 
fome eighteen or twenty Perfons of both Sexes, 
in Solemnifing the Birth of his Children ; and 
Fate would have it fo that I had the honour to 
be one of the Male Guefis_, who were all oblig'd, 
excepti 1g Nlr. de Bom·cpos, to drink rwo qozen of 
Bumpe1 s to the Health uf the prefent and abfent 
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Chitdren: I proteft, I was very much out of 
Countenance, and would have almoft chofe to 
drink up the River of St. Laurence, rather than 
thefe Fountains of Wine; for there was no pof .. 
fibility of baulking a Glafs. 'Twas then too late 
to reflect upon the ftrange Pofture I was in ; for 
as the Proverb goes, the Wine was drawn, al1Q I 
was oblig' d to drink it ; I mean, I was oblig' d to 
do as the reft did. However~ towards the con
clufion of Dinner they put round a great Well
come that held two Bottles ; and all the Gentle
men were oblig'd to drink itbritn-ful, as a Health 
to the Royal Family ; God knows, the defpai
ring Mariner never trembled more gracefully up
on the difmal Profpetl: of a Ship-W rack,than I did 
upon the approach of the Bumper.. In fine, I 
confefs to you, I drank it, but for the latter part 
of the Story I beg your Pardon ; for I have no 
mind to glory in the Heroick Action that I did 
· n imitation of three or four more, who dif
charg'd their Confcience juft under the Table as 
gracefully as I. After that fatal blow, I was fo 
tnortified that I durft not appear ; nay, I had 
a ftrong fancy to leave the Country out of hand, 
and would certainly have done it, if my Pot 
Companions and thofe who fhar'd the difgrace, 
had not diffuaded me by an infinity of German 
Proverbs that feem'd to applaud the generous Ex
ploit ; among which the following had the great
eft influence, viz.,. If we are afham' d in taking too 
much, we ought to place our Glory in giving it up a
gain. 

The Dani.fh Gentry live very handfomely upon 
their Land- Rents, and the Peafants want for no
thing, no more than ours, unlefs it be tor Mony. 
1'hey have a fufficient Stock of Grain and Cat
tel, which ferves to tnaintai·n 'em in a grofs way, · 
and to pay the Landlord's Rents. Is not it e
pough that they are \Veil clad and well fed ? 

I 
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I would fain know what advantage the Dutcb 
Boors reap from their Crowns, while they feed 

upon nothing butCheefe and 
• Pompernick is 4 Butter-fErea~ upon"' Pomptr

fort of. Bread, M black. M nick. If thetr Crowns and 
4 Chzmney, M heavy M D ll r l 
Lead a11d M bard M o ars terve on Y to pay 
Hom~ the Taxes of the Republick, 

they muft be very Blind in 
hugging a Shadow of Liberty, which they pur
chafe at the expence of the Suhftance that main
tains both Life and Health.; 

The Seft thing the Danes ever did, was that of 
fetting their Kings upon the fame Foot as they 
now are. The Prince that fways the Scepter at 
prefent, exercifes an Arbitrary Power with as 
much Equity as his Predeceffor. Before their 
Government was reduc'd to this happy lay, the 
Kingdom was overrun with factious Clubs and 
Civil Wars ; the State and Society it felf was all 
in diforder ; the Grandees crulh' d the inferiour 
Subjects, and even the Kings themfel ves were 
oblig' d to ftoop (if I may fo fpeak) to the Laws 
of their Subjeds. In a word, their Eyes being 
clazled with that Phantafm of Liberty, which by 
a treacherous luftre impofes upon feveral other 
Nations; hey \Vere thereby render'd Slaves to 
io many petty Kings, who acted like abfolute 
., overaigns without fearing the limited Power of 
their Monarchs. 

At prefcnt, the King of Denmark's Revenue 
amounts to five 1v1illions of Crowns. This I 
know to be a juft and true State of his Treafu
ry : He maintains near thirty thoufand Men of 
regular Troops, in good order, well difciplin'd 
a'nd well pay'd ; befides the Militia who are al- 'l 
\vays ready to March upon a call. Nay farther, 
he may ·raife fourty thoufand Men more, upon ~ 
o~~afion, without difpeopling his Country. His 
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Officers are provided for at a reafona.ble rate, e
fpecially the Marine Officers who are not allot
ted, (as ours are in Fr4nce,) any greater Pay 
than what bears a juft proportion to the poor 
Captains of Foot ~nd Horfe, who are oblig'd to 
pinch hard to ani wer the Charges that the Sea 
Captains are exempted from. 'Tis faid, the 
King of Denmark finds his account in letting out 
his Troops to his Allies, not with regard to the 
Mony pay' d on that account, but in regard that 
by this means he keeps his Troops in ·exercife_, 
inures 'em to the hardfhips of War, and makes 
'em corn pleat Mafters of the Military Art ; in 
order to make ufe of 'em upon occafion. You 
muft know, Sir, his Danifh Majefty is above that 
ridiculous Scruple that moft other Princes make 
to imploy Foreigners or thofe of another Religi
on in their Service. The Me/fieurs de Cormai.Oon, 
Dumeni, L' Abat, and feveral others have confi
derable Pofts in his Army, notwithftanding that 
they are French Men and Papijfr. From hence it 
appears that this Monarch is convinc' d that Men 
of Honour will rather differve their Religion 
than act counter to the Fidelity due to their Ma
fter : And to be plain with you, I believe the 
King is in the right of it: For fince the Founda
tion of all Religion confifts in the Fidelity we 
owe to God, to our Friend and to our Benefa
ctor ; nothing will be able to unhinge a Man of 
Honour, or to tempt him to .a"''t contrary to his 
Duty. I will not pretend to meafure the .atl:ions 
of others by my own Standard ; but for my own 
part, I ~ffure you if I had lifted my felf in the 
Service of the 71~rks, with the liberty of conti
nuing Popifh ; and if Orders were iffued forth 
for laying Rome in Allies, I would be the firft 
1v1an to fet fire to it, in obedience to the GranJ 
Seignior's Orders. But we have enough of that. 

The 
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. The Dani.fh Laws, contain' d in the Latin Book 
I now fend you, will appear to you fo clear, fo 
diftintt, and fo wifely Concerted, that they'll 
feem to have proceeded from the Mouth of St. 
Paul: You'll find by them that this Country do's 
not countenance Sollicitors, Barrifters, and the 
reft of the litigious Tribe. I own indeed that 
the Law relating to Man-Slaughter is unreafon
able ; for you'll find that by the Penalty therein 
enacted, a Man that kills his Enemy runs much 
the fame rifque as if he had fuffer' d himfelf to he 
kill' d. 

The Court of Denmark makes as good a Fi .. 
gure ·in proportion to its Greatnefs, as any other 
Court in Europe. The Lords and Courtiers have 
very magnificent Equipages ; and which is fin
gular, none but thofe of the Royal Family are 
allow'd to give a Red Livery. The time of ap .. 
pearing at Court is from Noon to half an hour 
after one, or thereabouts; during which time 
the King appears in a Hall fill' d with very fine 
Gentlemen. Here you'll fee nothing but lm
broidery and Lace after the neweft Fafhion. The 
Foreign Minifters make their appearance at the 
fttme time, for the King do's 'em the honour of 
hearing them Talk with a great deal of Pleafure .. 
There are but few Knights of the Order of the 
Elephant to be feen at Court, by reafon that the 
Dignity is beftow' d only upon Perfons of the firft 
Rank. This Order may juftly be call'd the no
h1eft in Europe, and lefs degenerate than the reft ; \ 
infomuch, that of thirty four Knights Compani-

ns, which tnake up the Compliment of the Or
der, three fourths are Soveraign Princes. The 

Order of i' Danebrouk is more 
* D~!:lebrouk fignijies common, and confequent

tb~ JYhlte Order. ly lefs confiderable ; tho' af-
te: all, the Knig:1ts invefied wit.h that Collar, 
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are intitled to feveral great Prerogatives and 
marks of Preheminence. 

The natural Sons of the Kings of Denmark, 
bear the Title of t Gulden-
lew and High Excellence, ~ t Gulde~lew fignifies 
and their Ladies are di- 4 0 'ldrm Lton. 

ftinguHh' d by the Cotnpel- "' Which is equivalent 
lation of High Grace. The :o :he German High
prefent King has two natu- ne[1. 
rat Sons, whofe Merit leaves 
all Expreffion far behind it. The eldeft Serves 
in France with all imaginable Applaufe. The Se
cond who is but fifteen years of Age and conti
nues here, is a very promifing Youth : He has a 
wonderful deal of Senfe and Wit ; his Perfon is 
Handfome and well Shap'd; he is poffefs 'd of all 
the Qualities that ingage the tender Sex ; his 
Meen is perfectly charming; in a word, he is 
one of the compleateft young Gentlemen I ever 
faw. He is nominated High Admiral of Den
mark ; and, which is very furprifing, he is bet
ter vers' d in theMathematicks and the Art of Build
ing Ships, than the ableft Mafters. In the King 
of Denmark's Dominions there are two PopiJh 
Churches publickly Tolerated ; one at Glucftat 
and the other at Altenn. 

The Air of this Country is very wholfotne for 
thofe who live foberly; hut it has a contrary ef
fect upon difcontented Perfons , The only Dif
eafe they complain of is the Scurrvy; which the 
Phyficians impute to a foul nafty Air loaded with 
an infinity of thick and condenfated_ Vapours, 
which joyn their Forces upon the Surface of the 
Earth, and infinuate themfelves into the Lungs 
along .with the Air : They plead that their Air 
thus polluted, joyns in with the Blood, and re
·rards its Motion in fo much that it congeals, and 
fo gives rife to the s,urrvJ. Buf with the leave of 
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the good Dod:ors, I'll take the liberty to Vindi ... 
cate the Air of this agreeable City :J and beg 'em 
to confider that the impreffions of the Air upon 
the Mafs of Blood are lefs forcible than thofe of 
the Aliment. If the Scurvy took its rife from 
the unfavourable Qualities of the Air ; by confe
quence every body would be equally liable to it; 
.but this we find to he falfe_, for that three quar
ters of the Dani.fh Nation are clear of that Di
ftemper. The Argument I now offer is groun
ded on the Obfervations I made upon all the Sol
diers that dy'd of that Difeafe at the Forts of 
Frontenac and Niagara in the year I 687 ( which I 

l(o • imparted to you in my 
Stt my Litters m "~< Letters Dated the next 

the ftrft Volume, dated r. 
in I68S. year .. ) In tho1e Forts we 

have the pureft ~nd whol
fomeft Air in the World ; and for that reafon it 
ftands more to reafon to attribute the Invafion of 
the Scurvy ( which then reign' d) to the nature 
of the Aliment ; I mean, to the Salt Meat, But
ter and Cheefe, as well as to immoderate Sleep 
and want of Ex.ercife. This account of the 
matter will he back'd by all who have made long 
Voyages_, when they confider the terrible havock 
that the Scurvy makes upon the Ship's Crews. I 
conclude therefore that the frequency of the 
Scurvy is owing to had ViCl:uals, purfuant to the 
Opinion of a very fenfiblt:t Gentleman whom I 
credit very much. This Gentleman reprefented 
one day, that fuch acid Food increafes the aci
dity of the Blood ; and fo it comes to pafs that 
the Blood of Scorbutick Perfons is deftitute of, 
Spirits ; or at leaft, its Spirits are fo thin and 
fcanty that they are eafily abforbed and invelop'd 
by the prevailing acids, and by that means put 
under an im~offibility of e.xciting Fermentations. 
As for the 1nfluence of tmmoderate Sleep and 

long 
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long Reft all the World knows that they have a 
great tenJency to the obftrudion of the lnteftines, 
nd promote the Generation of Crude Juices, in 

cramping the Senfible nd wonted Evacuatiorts, 
partly by the flower Motion of the Spirits, and 
partly by the Infenfible Tranfpiration of the Su
blimer Particles. From thefe Remarks I con
clude, that frefh Me~t, good Porridge, regular 
Sleep, and moderate Exercife ( ad ruborem non tul 
fi!Jorem) are Antidotes againft the ScurvJ, .1nd 
the beft Correttives of the Mats of Blood, whe
ther by Sea or Land. 

If this digreffion, Sir, feems too long; I would 
have you to impute it to my earneft defire, of , 
directing you how to ward off that ugly Diftem
per, when you come to undertake any long 
Voyage. I would not have you think that I have 
thus interrupted the thread of my Difcourfe ~ 

ith intent to prove that the Air of this Ifland 
i.s better than that of Portugal : That's a thing I 
know nothing of; for whatever Air I breath in, 
I am frill equally well. 'Tis true, the incon
francy of the Weather might affect me in fome 
meafure, if I were oblig' d to pafs the remainder 
of my life in Copenhagen; for here we have fre .. 
quent inftances of the weather's changing three 
or four timei a day, and fhifting from cold to hot, 
from dry to wet, and from clear to clout1y .. 

I had the honour to pay my profound refp tts 
to the King of Denmark at his Caftle of FreJe
ricksbourg , upon the occafion of his Inftalling 
fome German Princes by Proxy in the Order of 
the Elephant. That Ceremony which indeed 
was very pretty, drew thither a great confluence 
of ~rfons of a diftinguHhing Character ; parti· 
cularly all the Foreign Minifters who were proud 
ofaffifting at the Solemnity. Some days after 
that Prince went to take -the Air at Cro.nengbourg, 

- . which 



1.40 Sonze New Voyages 
which ftands directly upon the fide of the fireigh 
call' d the Sund. This Caftle has a regular For 
tification, being Wall' d with Brick, and cover' d 
wi~h a great number of wide bore'd and long 
Culverines, which command the entry of the 
Streight, that I take to he the breadth of Three 
thoufand five hundred Geometrical Paces, that is 
to fay ,a large French League. Here you have the 
pleafure of Seeing an infinity of Foreign Ships 
pafs to and again between the Ocean and the 
Baltick-Se~ : And in regard that the Guns of Cro• 
nengbourg are the Keys of this Port, all Foreign 
Ships lye under an indifpenfable neceffity of 
coming to an Anchor at Elfenor, to pay the Toll 
before they . go farther. ·You may allege, per
haps, that a Numerous Fleet of Men of War 
might force their Paifage at the expence of a 
little Gannonading : and indeed I own the alle
gation to be juft; but if the King of Denmark's 
Navy were at Anchor in the Streight, I am per- ·l 

fwaded they would be able to fecure the Pafi: 
and for that reafon you ought not to think ic 
ftrange that his Danifh Majefty exacts a modera-te 
Toll from the Merchantmen of all Nations, ex
cept the Swedes : At leaft I think he has a better 
Title t~ demand it, than the Grandjignior has in 
the DardaneOes. For moft of the Ships that fail 
to the Baltick, go to Trade with Lubeck, BranJen
bourg, Dantz..ick1 PruJjia, CoNrland, Livonia and 
SuJeden ; whereas thofe which pafs the DarJaneOcs 
are bound for the Grandfignior's Ports_, and Trade 
with none but his own Subjetl:s. I would fain 
know whether the King of Spain would not make 
the like pretenfions to a Toll upon the Streight 
of Gibraltar, if fo be that Europe and Africa were 
fo friendly as to ·fit a little nearer together. Nay, 
put the impoffible fuppofition out of the cafe, 
who knows but that Prince may make fuch a 

demand, 
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emand, when he comes to have aPuiffantNaval 

Force? This Queftion is not fo Problematick as 
you thinR for. However, a great many people 
a e of the opinion that they might eafily avoid 
the Toll of the Sund, if they did but fteer ob
fii ately through one of. the two Belts: But they 
are 1niftaKen. ·:ris true indeed, the thing might 
take, if the Sands in the Sea were as fixt as they 
are in the Charts ; but that they are not; fo 
the former fhift in every Storm, whereas die lat
ter. ftand for ever in the fame Paper-ftation. Be
fide· there's an infinity of cover' d Rocks, and 
irregular Currents, unknown to the 
expertefl Pilots, notwithftanding the H ~ Boo~h. of 
a~ftance · of their Maps and "~<Sea- ,;l r;y;;~t~· 
Charts. 

To call up another Subjed:; Suffer tne to a~.i 
quaint you that Denmark produces a great many 

otntnodities which are fold with great Advantage 
to the Englijh and Dutch; particularly Rye, CornJ 
CJ.rler, Mead, Apples, Oxe11, Cows, Fat Hogs , 
IJor{es, Iron, Copper, and all forts of Timber, ef
pecially Mafts from Norway, which afford 
fome of one piece that are big enough for 
Nodh's Ark. In Norway there are fome Silver 
Mines, which, 'tis faid, the King might get by, 
if ne would be at the charge of Digg· ng. The 
Norwegians felllikewife the Skins of Bears, Foxes, 
Martins, Otters and Elks; but they are not fo 
fine as thofe of Canada. 

To con1e to the King of Denmark's · Naval 
Force; his Fleet wliicli is always kept in good 
order, as well as his Magazines and Arfenals, 
confifts of 'Fwenty I;,ight Ships in the Line of 
Battle, Twenty Six Fregats and Four or ive 
Firefhips; particularly 

8 Ships from So to 100 Guns: 
I o Ships fron1 6o to 8o Guns. 
10 Ships from so to 6o Gunso 
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·I-6 Fregats from 10 to 26 Guns~ 
~ Bomb Veifels. 

maintains 1 8oo Carpenters and 400 Gun
ners. The Sea Captains Pay is not always the 
fame. Some have Three Hundred, fome Four 
Hundred Crowns a Year. The Captain Com
tnodores have five hundred, and the Commo
dores fix hundred : Be fides thefe, there are 
twelve Marine Volunteers, call' d Apprentices, 
who have a hundred Crowns a Year. But after 
all, you'll be pleas' d to confider that thefe Al
lowances are not fo ferry as you may think for ; 
for in Denmark a Man may live for thirty Crowns, 
better than for a hundred Crowns in France. 

Befides the above mention' d Fleet, his Majefty 
may, upon occafion, call for twenty four Ships 
from 40 to 6o Guns, w hi eh his Subjects are o
blig'd to fit out at his Pleafure, and which arc 

therwife imploy, d in Trading to Portugal, Sp~tin, 
and the Metliterranean. 'Tis to be obferv'd by the 
bye, that a Dani.fb Ship of fifty Guns may fafely 
venture a Broad-Side with a French or Englijh Ship 
of fixty, by reafon that their Timber is very 
ftrong, and their Guns of a wide Bore. All the 
Dani.fh Men of War are Built with half-flat Ribs, 
which occafions their heavy Sailing. Their Mafts 

re very hick and fhort; Short that they may 
not bend under the Silils when they Weather 
Capes, Iflands, Rocks and Banks in a Storm; 
and thick that they may hear the Sails tight, in 

oubling thefe Capes, Iflands, &c. ·when the 
Doifterous Winds furrow the Surface of the Bat
tick. The King .of Denmark's Sea Men are well 
entertain' d, and well pay' d, and have twelve 
Crowns Bounty·Mony over and above their Wa .. 
ges, as foon as the Fleet is laid up. But at the 
fame time, you rnuft know that three thoufand 
Sea Men are kept in conftant Pay, and lodg' d in 

an 
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an uniform Row of Barracks in the Streets of 
this City. I 

I lliall conclude this Letter with -a View of th 
Coin and Current Mony of the Kingdon1. 

A Bank Rix Dollar is worth 50 Lubec Pence. 
A Dani.fh Rix Dollar goes for 48 Lubec Pence. 
A Shet Dal is worth j2 Lubec Sous. 
A. Marc.Jubs paffes for 16 Stuivers of Luhecc, 
A Marc Dani(h is worth 8 Lubec Stuivers. 
A half Mark Danifh is worth 4 Lubec Pence. 
One Lubec Penny is wor~h two Dani.fh Pence,· 

2nd two Dani.fb Pence are of the fame value with 
fourteen French Deniers, which is much the fame 
with an Englijh Penny ; and by this Standard you 
may reduce all the above mention' d Denotnina· 
tions. 

A Gold Ducat is worth two Danijh Rix Dot.: 
Jars and fourteen Pence ; fon1etimes 'tis two 
Pence llnder or over. A Rofe-Nohle is two Du .. 
cats. A Silver Lowir or a French Crown paffes in 
Denmark for a Danijh Rix Dollar • and the half 
and quarter Crowns obferve the lame proporti• 
on, as well as the Louis d' Ores. 

In the lfiand Of Zealand the Leagues confift of 
4200 Geometrical Paces ; the NorwaJ Leagues 
are longer, and thofe of Holftein are of lefs e~-
tent. The Copenhagen Ell is an Inch and a half 
b · gger than the French half Ell. 



Dated at Paris, 'Dec. 29· 1 694. 

Containing a ]ournal of the .Author's ifravels 
from Copenhagen to Paris. 

$ l R, 
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I Left Copenhagen three days after the Date of 
my laft; being accommodated with Mr. Je 

Bonrepeau's Coaches, who to avoid the fatigue of 
paffing between the two Belts, had gone before 
to Wait upon the King of Denmark at Coldinck. 
You muft know, that Prince goes thither Poft 
every Year, notwithftanding that his Retinue 
amounts to a thoufand or twelve hundred Pet· 
fons. Upon that occafion, the Boors of die 
Villages adjacent to the Road, are oblig' d to 
bring their Horfes to certain Places at an appoin
ted hour, in order to draw the Coaches and 
Waggons that contain that numerous Retinue, , 
with their Baggage. Tho' thefe Horfes are lit· 
de, yet they are ftrong, vigorous, tidy, infenfi
ble of cold, and fo very light, that they'll go 
you a good Trott as faft· as a Gallop. The Stages 
for fuifting the Horfes are two or three Leagues, 
as weil as chofe for the Horfe-Guards which con
duct the King from place to place, and are re-
liev' d every Stage. 

We fet out from Copenh.agen Sept. I)· and after 
three hours Travelling, arriv' d at R{)skild, wfiich 
makes fix of thofe Leagues of which twenty goe 
tp a degree. We pafs' d fo f peedily that we liad 
only time to view the Tombs of the Kings of 
Denmark, while the Boors put frefh Horfes in the 
· Coaches, 
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Coaches. Thefe Marble Maufoleums are a finHh' d 
piece of Architecture, and adorn' d with Baffe 
Releivo' s and Latin Infcriptions. The fine Marole 
of which they are Built, is very well Polilh.' d_, 
being that of Paros, and Africa, and that call'd 
BrocateUe, Serpentine and Cipe/Hno. The Tombs 
are plac' d in the Chappel of an ancient Church, 
that belong' d to the Benediflins before Luther' s Re
monftrances. The fame very day we came to 
take up our night's Lodging in a Village near the 
great Belt ; having enjoy' d the pleafure of view-
ing by the way, fome admirable Land-Skips. 
Next aay at eight a Clock in the Morning, we 
arriv'd at the Town of Cortos, which fiands upon 
the Chops of the above mention' d Streight ; 
and is Fortified with Earth. 

As foon as we Imbarqu' d in the Yacht that lay 
ready for Mr. de Bonrepau, we fet Sail; but in 
croffing thefe four Leagues of Sea, the Wind was 
fo low and the Sea fo calm, that one might have 

1 drank Bumpers upon the Deck without fpilling. 
We no fooner landed at Nibourg, a little paltry 

t place regularly Fortified, than we took Coach, 
and fet out for Odenue, the Capital City of Fio
nia, where we lay that Night. Oden~ee ftands in 
die middle of that Hland, which is one of the 
moft fertile Territories of Denmark. TheCa
thedral Church is as handfome as 'tis large. In 
former times this City was the Refidence of the 
Kings of Denmark, and the Inhabitants were fo 
Barbarous as to murder one of their Princes. The 
Nobility of the Ifland vye with thofe of Venice 
for Antiquity ; efpecially the Family of Trool, 
which fignifies Sorcerer, and which bears a Devil 
Sable upon a Field Gules for their Arms : 
From whence I conclude that this Leo Rugien~ 
was more tratl:able and illuftrious in the Primi-

Qq 3 tivc 
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* .4n ~la Dotttra that 
-dluances 4 tboufand idle 
JPhims, which are e
nough to turn a Woman's 
~rains. .-

tive times, than in thofe o 
the it Author of the Seven 
Trumpets, or elfe the Anci .. 
ent Nobility would not 
have glory'd in placing 
him in their Coats of Arms. 

The r8th we fet out for Midelford, 'where we 
foun~ a Barque that wafted us over from the far
ther fide ot the little Belt, after halting two 
pr three hours in vain, for the coming up of the 
Waggons with Mr. de Bonrepau's Domefticks and 
Provifions • .t\.s foon as we crofs' d over, we receiv' d 
Advice that they had mifs'd their way; but we 
were fo pinch' d with Hunger that we were fore' d 
to go to ~ Farmer's Houfe, and drefs with our 
own Hands fome Broil'd Meat :and Pan-Cakes, 
that we eat without drinking; for our Landlords 
Beer was as Wretched as his Water. Some time 
after the Ambaffadour's Equipage Arriv'd ; but 
,twas then fo very late that we were forc'dto tar
ry all night in that Houfe of Martyrdom. ~fie 
next day we arriv' d at Coldinck, where the Magi 
firate too~ care to provide Lodgings for the Am
baifado!' in one of the beft Houfes in Town. 
Three or four days after, the King arriv'd at the 
fi .me place. 

Tfhis little Town is Seated in the Country ofi 
'Jutland, upon the Banks of a lhallow Gulf that 
is Navigable ouly by Barques : 13ut at the fame 
~ime, 'tis very confiderable upon the account of 
the To11 for Cattel that's pay'd at that place, 
and bring~ into the Royal Treafury near two 
hundred thoufand Rix Dollars. 'Fhe Caftle · 
~n ancient Pile of St?neJ . that contains a greaf 
many Rooms : But tis Sttuated to great advan
tage, for it fiands on an Eminence that affor<Is 
you a View of all the Country round. · 'f.he 
Dtmes would have us believe upon their Word, 

that 
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tHat an Angel was fent from Heaven to the great 
Hall of this Caftle, to acquaint Chriflian Ill. 
King of Denmark, that God was ready to receive 
him after chr~e days. THey: add, that in order 
to perpetuate the Memory of this miraculous Vi
fion, the very place where this Heavenly Ambaf
faaour had Audience of the Prince, was took 
notice of, and a great Poft was fix' din it, whicn 
I faw every time I went to Court; for 'twas in 
that very I-Iall that the King made his puolicK 
Appearance all the time he was at Coldinck. 

We took leave of Coldinck on the 24th, an<l 
.Nrriv' d on tile 2 sth at Rensbottrg, after paffing oy; 
feveral little Towns and Royal Seats, die De
fcription of which would be too tedious. I 
lhall only tell you by the bye, we have a great 
deal more pleafure than fatigue in Riding Poft 
in his ountry, whether in Coach or aggon, 
by reafon of the evennefs of the Ground, which 
affords as few Stones as Mountains. As foon as 
the King Arriv'd at Rensbourg, he review'd the 
Fortifications of the Place, which may eafily be 
made one of the beft Forts in EuroEe· Then he 
review' d a Body of Foot and Horfe, and had a 
great deal of reafon to be fatisfied with their ap
pearance. After fome days he fet out for Glue
flat, a little Town upon the Elbe; almoft as re
gularly Fortified as the laft I fpoke of. In the 
mean time Mr. de Bonrepau, who could not fol
low hat Monarch, by reafon of fome Bufinefs 
he liad to adjuft with the Abbot Bidat at Renf
bourg, gave me recommendatory Letters to feve
ral Perfons, who he thought would be able to in
fluence Mr. de Ponchartrain : But he was n1iftaken 
in his Conjetture, as y;ou'll fee prefently. 

1\.fter taking leave of the Ambaifadour, I went 
to Hamburg, where was inform' d that Count 
Caniffec, Em eror's Envoy extraoroinary to 

Q q 4 the 
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the Court of Denmark, fo\licited the BurgomajJerJ 
to Arreft me. The Surmife feem' d to be not 
improbable, for I knew that fome time before he 
had taken up a Prejudice againft me at Fredericf
bourg, upon the account pf fome Illuminations 
that were made in that place ; which oblig' d me 
to flie with all expedition to .Altena, and tarry 
there for a · Paffport from the Duke of Bavaria, 
without which I had certainly been taken up in 
the Spanifh FlanJers. I had no fooner receiv'd 
this intelligence, than I met with the favourable 
opportunity of a return Coach bound for .Amjler
Jam, where I found a place at an eafy rate, with
out being incommoded with a Croud of Paffen
gers, for there was but four of us, viz. An old 
Englifb Merchant, a German Lady with her Chatn
ber-Maid, ancl I. The Journey laftedeight days, 
and would have feem' d eight courfes of Eternity 
to me, if it had not been for the agreeable Con
verfation of that lovely Lady, who fpoke fuch 
·good French, as to exprefs her felf very hand
fomely. You muft conflder, Sir, that the Way$ 
of Arabia Deferta are not fo bad as the Roads of 
Wejfphalia; at le aft 'tis certain they are not fo dir
ty. But the chief inconveniency lies in the Inns; 
for you muft knov.;, all the publick Houfes upon 
the Road are downright Hofpitals ; the Land
lords of which would Starve for hunger, if Fo
reigners had not the Charity to gjve 'en1 a Share 
of their Provifions, which they are fore' d to ga
ther in from the Rich Farmers that live at a di· 
fiance ·one from another. In thefe wretched Re
treats you muft reft fatisfieq in lying upon Straw; 
and all the Cotnfort a poor Tra\·eller has, con
lifts in this, that he may command his Landlord 
and. Landlady, and their Children; to go and run 
where he pleafes. If you find a frying-Pan an~ 
~Kettle to drefs your Meat withal, you're ahaP,· 

PY 
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py Man. Wood indeed there's good Store of • 
and their Chimneys being Built fquare,and ftan:, 
ding by themfelves, a hundred Perfons may fit 
and Warm themfelves at the Fire. 

In the mean time, I admir' d the Patience of 
the German Lady, who was fo far from complain
ing of the Hardfhips of the Journy, that fhe 
took pleafure in rallying upon the Englifh Mer
chant, her Maid and my felf, who were all migh
tily out of humour. I conjettur: d from her air 
and carriage, that fhe was a Perfon of Quality ; 
and I found afterwards I was not miftaken, for 
lince we parted, I heard fhe was a Countefs of 
the Empire. She was fo well acquainted with 
the French hun1ours, that I did not doubt but 
that file had been at P aru : But the thing that 
confirm'd me in that Opinion, was her talking 
fo accurately of the Perfons of the firft Quality 
about Court; not to mention that fue had an old 
French Servant, a Roman Catholick, that could 
fcarce fpeak -a Word of High Dutch.. The Lad X 
:was of a large Stature and well Made ; ihe look'd 
brisk enough, and her Beauty was io affecting 
that fhe us' d all her efforts in vain, to make me 
believe fhe was five and fifty years of Age. She 
could not endure to he anfwer' d, that her frefh 
and lively Complexion gave the lie to her Arith
metick ; this ilie took for an affront, alledging 
that the Charms of a Woman beyond fifty, are 
too much Shrivel'd to caufe Admiration. This, 
I take it, is a very fingular and uncommon thing, 
for the reft of her Sex are fcarce accuftom' d to 
that fort ofi Language, in regard that they'd ra
ther their Vertue were attack'd than their Beau
y: But whatever be in that matter, fue feem'd. 

to be mightily prepo:ifefs'd againft the French, in 
branding 'em for a rght, giddy brain'd, indif
rcet People, a d ir 1 reflecting upon 'em for 

think-
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thi_nking meanly of the Germans. '' 1-Iow comes it 
c' to pafs, {aid fue, that the French have the im
cc pudence to deny the Germans the Character of 
" Witry, and to take 'em for a grofs heavy Peo
'' pie ; inftead of acknowlt!dging their juft Title 
" to folid Senfe and Reftec:tion, by venue of 
" which they dive judicioufly to the bottom of 
" things ? What is it, continued lhe, that the 
" French require as e:ffential to the Character of 
H avoir de l' ej}rit? Muft we value our feh'es up
" on a livelynefs, and a falfe fparkling Wit diat 
" dazzles with a vain Splendor? Muft we mak't 
" our bufinefs to procure a ready and fubtle im
" magination, in order to drefs idle Flams in 
" Gilded Words ? No, no ; that nicety of ex
" preffion is but Whip' d Cream : And to fpeak 
" the juHice of the matter, we ought to allow 
" the French a preferable Title to the Science of 
" fpeaking well, and to the Germans a juft claim' 
" of going beyond 'em in juft thoughts. But 
this was not all : For fhe attack'd the French Pride 
fo vigoroufiy, that the made Prefumption and 
Vanity their ordinary and. leifer Crimes. Tliis 
:thews, lhe had been in France ; to which for a 
farther proof fue added, that the French infulted 
the Germans with thefe ridiculous Proverbs ; viz. 
"'bis FeUo·u/ s as foolijb as a German ; He pick' d a Ger· 
man .§}_uarrel with me ; he takes me for a German. 
Such a l17oman 'JJJOtlld make a good German Woman, 
i. e. She is fimple and fooliih. At the fan1etime, 
I endeavour'd to di:ffuade her from fuch unfa
vourable thoughts, by remonftrating that ilie 
ought to n1ake a wide diftinction between the 
fen fib le .People of France, and thofe who are fuch 
fools as to imagine themfelves a Standard for all 
other N,ltions. I intreated her to throw off her 
prejudicate pprel enfions, ctnd to believe that 
the knowing part of ur, World hav a profound 

efteem 
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fieem for the Germans, and cry up their Merit, 

their Probity, their ftrong Senfe, and their inv.io
lahle Fidelity. In earn eft, Sir, the Perfons of 
any Note in Germany, have a juft Title to all 
thefe good qualities ; nay, the Etymology of the 
Word, ( Alleman, i. e. a German) gives us fome 
light as to their CharaCter : For .All and Man im
ports that they are a People capable of any thing, 
like the Jefuits to whom fome give the Title of 
Jefoifta Omnis Homo, and who are therefore faid 
to be Germans, by a Sophiftical way of Punning. 
But this is not all that may be offer'd on their be
half; t.here are a thoufand things that fpeak the 
Merit of the Germans. We are indebted to 'em 
for the difcovery of the property of the Load
Stone, without which the New World had never 
reach' d our knowledg ; for the Invention of Prin
ting, w·hich has taught us to difiinguifh Fabulous 
Manufcripts from Divine Writings ; for the In
vention of Clocks, of the Cafting of Guns, BeUs,&c. 
This gives plain evidence of their diftinguifhing 
Induftry and Capacity. Add to all this that Ger
many has produc' d Soldiers, who by their Valour 
and Bravery made the Capitol to tremble, after 
defeating the Roman Confuls, and ftanding the 
Brunts of all the Courage and Puiffance of the 
Roman Legions; That it has been equally fertile 
in great Men, in the way of Learning, particu
larly 1uJftH Lip(im, Furjfemberg, Mr. Spt:~nheim, 
and Melanflhon. All this I reprefented to the La
dy; but when I mention'd Melanflhon, fhe inter
rupted me, and faid., ilie was furpris' d to fin a that 
the French twitted the Germans with the Vice of. 
hard Drinking, fince themfelves ftood chargeable 
with Plato's Crime.. I had almoft made anfwer, 
that if the French had the fame relifh of things 
with that Philofopher, their only view wa: to 
love Superannuated Ladies with as much Paffio 

as 
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as he did his old ArcheanaJJa : But I contented my 
felf in replying, that the Germans being difoblig'd 
by having the Charader of Hard Drinkers thrown R 
upon 'em, made their reprifals upon the French, 
by faftening upon them the imputation ofHanetonic 
Love (Sodomy) with intent to render'emodiousto 
the fair Sex. I had no occafion to make-any farther 
offers in juftification of the French, for the Lady 
fee m' d to be fatisfied with what I faid. In fine, 
this Lady was fo comely and agreeable in fuch 
advanc'd Years, that if Balx..ac had feen her, he 
would not have offer' d to fay that he never faw a 
handfome old Woman in his life-time. Quefii
onlefs, that Gafcogne Oracle underftood, by an olel 
Woman, one of Seventy years of Age ; for I 
have feen three ot four that were perfect Beau
ties at Sixty, without ever a Wrinkle on their 
Faces_, or a grey Hair on their I-Ieads; and whofe 
Eyes n1ade ftilJ a retreat for Cupid. 

As foon as I arriv' d at Amfterdam, I hir' d the 
Roof of the Night-Boat for Rotterdam ; which 
fets out every day at three a Clock at 'i>oth pla
ces, in order to convey Paffengers to and again 
between thefe two Cities. It coft me a Crown, 
which I did not grudge ; for I had the conveni
ency of Sleeping very quietly all Night upon 
the Quilts that the W a term an is oblig' d to furnHh 
to all Pafrengers, who take the Stern·Room, 
call' d the Roof. The next day after my Arrival 
at Rotterdam, I took Shipping for Antwerp on 
Board of a Hoy, which is a Veffel with flat Ribs, 
and Lee-hoards or Wings. The paffage from 
Rotterdam to Antwerp is both fafe and eafy, and 

1 runs between the Terra Firma and the Dutch 
Hbnds ; being favour'd by the Tydes. From 
Antwerp to Bruffels I made ufe of the common 
Paifag~-Boat, which is only a great Boat drawn 
by a 1-Iorfe. At Brujfels I was advis'<l to Ride Poft 

to 
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to Lijle ; becaufe the High-way-men us' d to Rob 
m oft of the Coaches and Waggons upon that 
Road. I comply' d v;ith the Seafonable Advice, 
and am now con vine' d that if I had not done fo 
I had certainly been Rob' d. Two days after my 
arrival at Lijle, I took a place in the Coach which 
goes twice a Week to this good City of P arir ; 
and arriv' d here laft Week, after being fufficient .. 
ly Fleec'd by theMercylefs Inn-Keepers upon the 
Road. Thefe in1pofing Dogs give as little quar
ter to a Traveller, that do's not bargain before 
hand for what he eats; as the Waiters of Peronne 
do to to thofe who indeavour to run Goods. At 
Peronne, you muft know, they fearch fo narrow
ly, that they not only turn every thing out of a 
Cheft or a Portmanteau, but examine every bo
dy from top to toe. They fufpett your Big-Bel
ly' d Women m oft ; and examine 'em fo narrow
ly, that fometimes they flide their Hand into a 
place that was appointed for fomewhat elfe. If 
any Traveller has either Smifh, Tea, Indian Stuffs 
or Dutch Books among his Baggage, the whole 
Gargo is Confifcated. 

In1n1ediately upon my Arrival in this place, I 
repair'd to Ver(ailles to deliver Mr. de Bonrepau's 
Letters : But the Perfons to whom they were ad .. 
drefs'd, us'd their utmoft Efforts to no purpofe, 
in folliciting Mr. de Ponchartrain to allow me to 
juftify my Conduct at Placentia. He anfwer'd 
'em very coldly, that his Majefty's ftiff and in
flexible T.cmper would never admit of any Jufii
fication from an Inferiour in oppofition to his Su
periour. This anfwer, which in fome meafure 
tarnHhes the Shining Merit and Judicious Con
duct of fo Wife a Prince ; gave me to know that 
the Severity of Mr. de P onchartrain did not pro
ceed fo much from a Principle of Equity, as from 
a tiff IrorpJefe Temper In ~he mean tin1e, I 

was 
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was like to die for Grief, notwithflanding that 
all my Friends endeavour' d to folace me, in ad
vifing me to raife my Mind above the Shocks of 
bad Fortune, till a change of Government bap .. 
pen' d. They did not fcruple to counfel me to 
look out for fome Refuge, where I might be fhel
ter·d from the Fury of that Minifter, fo long as it 
pleafes God to vouchfafe hin1 the benefit of life, 
in order to allow him time to be Converted. I 
delight not in the death of a Sinner, but would have 
him to be Converted, &c. This Paff.age affords a 
fine Speculation, but I muft own it has but little 
influence on one who is oblig'd to wait fo long 
without any other relief than the Treafure at 
the bottom of Pandora's Box. Adieu, Sir ; I am 
to fet out immediately for my Province, where I 
fuall only pafs thro' like Lightning. Not to trou
ble you with what's behind, I conclude with my 
plain Compliment, that 

I am, 

S I R, 

Tours, &c. 
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V. 
. i< N ear La .. 

Dated at *Erleich, July,4. 1695. hontan in Baf
fe Narvarrc. 

Giving a Yiew of the Superjlition and Igno-
rance of tbe People of Bearn; their addi
Elednefs to the Notions of VPitchcraft, Ap
paritions, &c. And the Author's Argu
ments againft that Delufion. 

S 1 R, 
Ouhtlefs you'l he tnightily furpriz' d when 

you hear I am now in fight of a Gaun
try of which I retain no more than the bar 
Name ; but your furprizai will be yet greater 
when you're inform'd that all the recommen
dations of Perfons of the firft Quality about 
Court could not influence Mr. de Ponchartrain, 
whofe Prepoffeffion againft me is invincible. I 
left Pari& with a melancholy Mind, and went 
to Solace my felf for fome Months in a certain 
Province of the Kingdom that you will eafily 
guefs at,. From thence I made a trip ftreigbt eo 
Rochel, where I went on board of a Veffel that 
tommonly carries Paffengers to TremblaJ~. 
In that Paffage I fell into the Company of a 
White Friar, the Hiftory of whom is fo very 
uncommon that I can't pafs him in filence. 

He calls himfelf Don Carlos Baltafnr deMendoUJ, 
and is the Son of a rich Gentleman at Bru./Jels. 
He is about three and thirty or four and thirty 
Years of Age, and is at leaft as tall and as mea
gre as I am. He ferv'd the King of Spain three 
or four Years in the quality of a Captain of 

Horfe, 

/ 
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Horfe · and for as much ~s he ftudy' d the pur
fui• of Sciences, more than the humouring of 
the Governour of the Neithe-r lands, his Catholick 
Majefty refus'd him a Regiment that his Father 
offer' d to raife at his own Charge. This denial 
oblig'd him to quit the Service: and foon after, 
being prefs' d by his Parents to Marry, he went 
to Germany and put on a Monks Habit, which he 
threw ~way fome time after. Thofe who gave 
me an account of him, aifur'd me that he had 
taken up and laid down the Habit feveral times. 
But whatever be in that matter, he is certainly 
one of the moft Accomplifh' d Men of this Age. 
He is at once perfe6tly well acquainted with the 
fineft Sciences, and with the principal Langua
ges of Eu,.ope. This CharaCter was given him 
by the great eft Men in Bourdeaux, who pay' d 
him feveral Vifits tpat I was witnefs ·to, for we 
lodg' d together in that City. But the beft of 
the Story is, tnat the next Day after our arrival 
two Merchants of his own Country paid him a 
round fum of dry Louifd'ors, part of which he 
beftow'd upon the Soldiers in the Trompet-CaftleJ 
who would otherwife never have thought that 
an Ecclefiaftick would he fo Liberal to Perfons 
of a Military Capacity. All the Divines, Ma
thematicians and Philofophers that vifited him, 
were fo charm' d with the extent of his Know· 
ledge, that they affirm' d that the quickeft and 
fuarpeft Man in the \Vorld could not acquire an 
equal frock of Learning in a courfe of fixty 
Years Study. We ftaid fifteen Days at Bourdeaux, 
and during that time he had the Curiofity to fee 
nothing but a little Church in the Neighbour"' 
hood of his Lodgings, and the Trompet-Caftle~ 
He Read and Wrote inceifantly ; and as for the 
Breviary I believe he had none about him, for 
he was neither Deacon nor Prieft. I never could 

learn 
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earn a Order e as of; for when I as 

him, his nfwer VIas, I am a White Monk, 
no hi11g more. 

Bo of us to k Places in the Bayonne Coach 
(for the riar vtas bound for Spain;) when we 
came to Ejjuron we par ed, and I took the Dax 
and Bayonne Road. had no fooner arri red a 
the Country I-Ioufe rvhere I now am, than 
receiv'd an ·nnnity of 'ilits that I could eafily 
h ve difpens'd ith; for within thefe four Days 
they have fo fill'd my Head with Stories of Gar
den"ng, dreffing of ines, Hunting and Fiili
in ' that ha re fcarce a fufficient freedom of 
thoug t to difpatch this Exprefs, and to acquaint 
ou with the Affairs that oblige me to defire an 

In er · e wit 1 you. But that which troubled 
me tno , ;vas he ·m pertinent F o ly of our wi
f< r fo o Country-men: For all of 'em, ;vhe

er r· eft , Gentlemen or Peafants, do n thing 
u t aze me from ~ orning to ight with Stories 

o izards and itches ; and Infiance particularly 
in you as being the only an in the orld ha 

a a in' d m oft harm from that fort of Cattle; 
in fine, they ply me fo hot with their Chimera's, 

t I'm affrai'd I fhaU turn agician. The 
i 1fical Souls affure me in good earneft, tha 

eh and fuch a one is a Wizard ; nay, fome 
(, ear the fame thing of themfel"es, and others 
declare in Confcience that they once were o 
that Society, but had afterwards quited the De
vils Sabbath. I ask'd feveral of 'em the Charms 
of that Sabbath, and receiv'd this Anti er, That 

e bbatb was a Palace accommodat~d with the befl 
Wines, the niceft Rood, the bandfomeft T¥omen, and 
the moft ag;·eeable Mufick in the World; That in this 

ttlace thq Dri1. k, Eat pnJ Dance, and do with th 
ne Ladies, what th J might do el{ewhere without be-

. Tfi ~~. fine, ·e1ily e}i~ e, th 
1 aft 
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Beafts are not allow' d to be fo Brutifh as thefe me 

Fools. Imagination can't reach their Folly ; for in~ 
'tis as ufual here to call one another Wizard, as in! 
to ufe the compellation of a Friend elfewhere. h' 

d 
m 

Every body believes the Wizar s are fo nume-
rous, that 'tis a Scandal for a Man not to pafs 
for one of the Gang; and fo every one glories 
in the venerable Title of a Wizard or Conju-
rer. 

Since I came to this place I am taken for an 
Atheift, becaufe I tire my felf in inculcating to 
the Priefts and Gentlemen, that none but fual
low Brains will entertain fuch idle Whims. But 
that which throws me into Difpair is the News 
that a Man of your Senfe fuould gulp down 
fuch monftrous Flams, notwithftanding all the 
Arguments that guard off fuch an Opinion. Be 
it known to you, Sir , you muft abfolutely 
deny the Omnipotence of God, if you efta
blilli in this World Sorcerers, MagiciansJ Sooth
fayers,---Inchanters, Apparitions, Phantafms, Fa-
miliars, Hobgoblins, and a vifible Devil that 
brings up the rear of all thefe Chimera's. To 
believe that God makes ufe of Wizards and Ma
gicians to afflict Men, or blaft the Produd of 
the Earth, fpeaks a want of Religion, Senfe and 
Wifdom. None hut Europeans are capable to 
credit fuch Phantaftical Stories. In this Coun
try every body takes pleafure in recounting his 
V ifions, and there's none but who has feen or 
heard fome Spirit or other in his Life-time. Few 
dive to the bottom of thefe popular Errors; and 
moft People would fcruple to believe that thefe 
Errors are the Inventions of Idolatrous and 
Chriftian Priefls. The World entertains too 
favourable an Opinion of the Clergy to charge 
'em with that Crime ; and if by ~hance one 
vere found who being convinc'd of t'leCheats of 

the 
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the Priefts makes the Oracles promote the fpung
ing of Mens Pockets and W omens Thighs, an 
infinity of ignorant Souls would frill disbelieve 
him. Believe tne, Sir, I confine my Difcourfe 
to thefe Ancient Priefts, that I may not give you 
Offence by reflecting on the Indufiry of the Mo ... 
dern ; I have the Pope's Kettle too much in 
view to hinder it to Boil, for one Day it may 
come to be tny laft Refuge ; and fo I ought to 
hold my Peace. This Subject would require a 
clear and diftintt Differtation, and perhaps I 
n1ay prefent you with fame fuch thing one of 
thefe Days. 

In the mean time he pleas' d to know that a 
i' ftrong Genius will never 
fuffer it felf to believe the 
exiftence of Sorcerers, &c. 
efpecially confidering that 
they are all as poor as 
Church Rats ; for how can 
we imagine that thefe pre
tended Mifcreants fhould 
h~ve the Courage to truft 
themfelves to a Mafter who 
is fo far from difcovering to 
'em hidden Treafures, and 

* By a ftrong Geniut 
( Efprit Fort ) I under
ftand a Man that Ftt· 
tho?'zs the Nature of 
Thzngs ; that believes 
nothing but what is ma- · 
turely weigh'd hJ his 
Rea [on ; and without any 
regard toPrejudice mak_es 
wife Deciflons ttpon fucb 
Heads as he has clearlj 
canvl[s'd. 

a thoufand other things in the Commerce of the 
World which might inrich 'em, that he fuffets 
'em to be Hang'd and Burnt? Prithee, how 
can we believe that God impowers thefe poor 
Wretches to raife Storms and overturn the Ele
ments ? 'Tis alledged that the Devil inveigles 
'em by Promifes, and makes Contracts with 'em 
Under a private Seal ; but from thence 'twould 
follow that God invefted the Devil with a Pow
er to feduce thofe poor Mortals; which at the 
fame time he could not do without Authcrizing 
Lies. To pretend that God Arms the Enemy of 

R r 2 ~an-
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Mankind againft Humane Creatures, is a down
right infulting of his Wifdom. None but airy 
Fools can entertain the Wickednefs of Sorcerers, 
the Cunning of Magicians, the Power of Con
jurers, the Apparitions of Spirits, and the So
veraignty of the Devil, for Articles of Faith : 
For fuch Thoughts are only harbour' d by Fooli 
and Bigots. The Vulgar feed themfel ves with 
fuch Chimera's ; and the Parfons that preach 
;) em up find their account in all Countries. Do 
but mind what I fay, and you'l find I'm in the 
right of it. In former Times the Character of 
a Philofopher or Mathetnatician was a fufficient 
Qualification for a Sorcerer. The Savages be
lieve that a Watch, a Compafs, and a thoufand 
other Machines are 1noved by Spirits; for your 
ignorant and clownHh People form extravagant 
Ideas of every thing that furpaffes their Imagi
nation. The Laplanders and the Tartarian Kal
mouks ad or' d Strangers for playing Legerdemain 
Tricks. The Fire-eater at Paru pafs'd a long while 
for a Magician. The Portuguefe burnt a Horfe 
that did wonderful things, and his Owner had 
enough to do to make his efcape, becaufe theY, 
took hitn for a Conjurer. In Afia the Chymifts 
are look' d upon as Poyfoners. In Africa the 
Mathematicians bear the name of Wizards. In 
America the Phyficians are branded for Magici
ans ; and in fome parts of Europe thofe who are 
well vers'd in the Hebrew Tongue are deem'd for 
Je1vs. 

But to return to the Cunning Men of our 
Country ; What reafon have we to think that 
Men would bequeath their Souls for the imagi· 
nary Sabbatic Pleafure of poyfoning Cattle.) blaft
ing Corn with Sturn1s and Hail, and raifing fuch 
boifterous Winds as overturn Trees, and il:rip 
he Earth of its Fruits. One would think thefe 

Difciples 
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Difciples would rather ask Riches of him; for 
if the Devil is capable of turning the Elements 
topfy turvy, and interrupting the Courfe of Na
tare, why does not his Power extend to the 
pumping of Gold from the Mines of Perou, or 
engroffing the Treafures of Europe, in order to 
give Penfions to his Magical Votaries, who are 
as poor as Church Mice ? I know you'l anfwer, 
That pieces of Silver will turn into Oak-leaves in the 
H1mds of the Devil: But that Allegation finks his 
Power of working fo many Miracles, and par
ticularly that which he imparts to the Wizards. 
But fuppofing that he is not allow' d to work in 
Silver ; might not fo wife a Creature as he is 
reprefented to be, teach 'em the means to ac
quire it in the way of Commerce or Gaming ? 
What fhould hinder him to conduct 'em to hid
den Treafures, or to fuch as are loft in Ship
wrack, or at leaft to teach 'em the Secret that 
enabled the P ajfetes Magician to recal into his 
Pocket all the Money he fpent ? Y ou'l meet 
with fome who maintain, that the Devil us'd 
fuch Methods long before the Deluge, to preci
pitate Men into a Magical Idolatry : But if you 
trace fuch Doctors from Confequence to Con
fequence, 'twill follow that God was guilty of 
a flaming! piece of Malice, which cannot be. 
I would not have you to be furpriz' d in finding 
that I deny Magicians as well as Sorcerers or 
Wizards ; for if we allow of the one, the other 
muft be acknowledg'd in Courfe. All the World 
takesAgrippa for the Prince of Magicians; but at 
the fame time he was no more fuch than you. 
His Magick lay here. Being one of the great
eft Philofophers of his Age., and having given 
proof of his Knowledge before the Mob of I i 
ons, the Women were fo charn1'd with it that 
almoft all of 'em employ'd hin1 to c:.~c'·o!d tl ei · 

R r 3 Hus~ands, 
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}Iu.sbands, and at the fame time fome Rival 
Monks who pretended to defcribe the Devil's 
A.rt, plac'd hin1 at the Head of the five Popes) 
that Berno the Schifmatick Cardinal had the In .. 
folence to brand for Magicians. But Agrippa's 
Book made the fame Impreffion upon the Minds 
of Fools with the Conjuring Book and Heptame
,·on of Appono. All thefe Chimera's fpring from 
the impertinent Writers of Conjuring, who have 
fill'd the World with their Illufion s, either thro' 
Malice or Ignorance. I can't look upon the 
Books of John Nider tle Vujer, of Nizer, Sprenger, 
J:>latina, Toftat, and the two Jefuits Deliro and 
Maldonat, without curfing 'em for ever; for they 
advance Pofitions fo contrary to Rcafon, and 
inconfiftent with the Wifdom of God, that all 
Chriftian Princes would do well to call in all 
fuch Books and have 'em burn'd by the Hand of 
the publick Executioner, without [pairing Bodi
'f1u/s Demonomania, the Mallet of Sorcerers, and the 
Seven Trumpets. What reafon have we to believe 
that Eric King of the Goths was firnam'd Windy 
flat, becaufe he becken\i to the \Vinds with his 
Hat, and tnade 'em fhift as he pleas'd; That Pa· 
racelfm had an Army of Devi\s under his Com
mand ; That Santaberenm fuev/d to Bajil the Em
peror his Son alive after his Death; That Mi
~hael the Sc.·ot foretold the Death of the Emperor 
frederic II. That PJthagora:r kill'd a Serpent in 
ltaly by Vertue of fome Magical Words? And 
yet thefe Authors vent a thoufand Lies of that 
nature for uncontefted Truths; But what Ger'UaM 
fays of Vi1-gil's Brafs Fly Crowns the whole Work. 
'Tis a Miracle to me that the Chancellor of the 
Emperor Otho fhould have thus expos'd himfelf in 
:advancing a Falfhood accompany'd with many 
other Lies. From hence w~ may learn, the Dig
nity of a Chancellor has not the venue to entail 

Wi(dom 
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Wifdom upon the Fools that brook it. Is it not 
comn1only giYen out that theDevilrunaway with 
Prefident Pichon? Who has not heard of Mar
lhal Luxemburg's Compad: with the Devil ? And 
does not the World blindly believe that the poor 
Curate of Loudun, who was burnt by the Ty
ranny of Cardinal Richelieu, without any other 
Crime than that of incurring his Difpleafure ; 
Does not every one believe, I fay, that this poor 
Curate rais'd a .hundred young Devils out of 
Hell to poffefs the Bodies of the Nuns of Lou
Jun? What ilnpertinent and childifh Stories 
does John Schefer offer in his Hiftory of Lapland? 
Is not it very ftrange that the People fhould be 
allow·d to read fuch Books ? Are not fome fo 
foolifu as to credit thefe Chimera's as Articles of 
Faith ? And is it poffible for you to difabufe 
'em, or to perfwade ·em that fio Man can cure 
Wounds by the fpeaking of a few Words, or 
that the Men who deal in Characters do not per
form all forts of Miracles by vertue of certain . 
Phials, Garters, &c. ? No truly, Sir, you would 
never compafs your end if you offer'd to teach 
'em a Doctrine contrary to thefe receiv~d Opini
ons; they would hang you for a Heretick, or a~ 
leaft take you for a ~1agician that by fuch a 
cunning fetch mean'd to fcreen the whole Ma
gical Fraternity from Profecution. 

Believe me, Sir, all that I now write is pofi
tively true. The Devil has not the Power to 
appear vifibly before our Eyes, and by confe
quence he can't engage us in his Interefts by a 
Magical or Witchcraft Contract. Such a Sup
pofition is inconfiftent with the Goodnefs of 
God, who does not lay Snares for Men that are 
already apt to go aftray. You fee I do not deny 
the Exiftence of the Devil ; for I believe he is 

· in Hell: But I deny that he ever remov'd from 
R. r 4 · the 
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the Regions below, to do mifchief upon the 
Earth. As for the Paffages of Scripture, which 
you may take for an Objection, I anf wer ; That if 
all the Places of Scrip_ture were to be underftood 
in a Literal Senfe, God would be fuppos'd to hav~ 
Hands and Feet, and the Holy Ghoft to talk like 
an Iroquefe. You muft know, that before the 
cotning of the Mejjiao, Dzrnons were the tutelar 
and benign Gods; and the Word Jrup.o6vtov figni
fies nothing elfe but Good Genius; but theE
vangelifts have ftamp'd upon thetn an Infernal 
Character, by adding the Epithet, KctJCD , i. e. 
Evil : And for that Reafon the good Pevils have 
been ever fince teputeq Evil Spirits, according 
to the Literal Senfe. Sir, you may perceive, I 
only infift againft the Exifience of Sorcerers, 
Magicians_, Inchanters, &c. which I am the mpre 
encourag'd to do, upon the Confideration, that 
the Interpreters of Holy Writ have given 'em 
Titles of Aflronomers, Cbiromancers, .A/frologers, · 
ere. and in giving the Explication of thefe fyno
nimous Words, never alledg'd, that they were 
the Devil's Scholars. ' 

This Subject would require a large Differtati
on ; for ,tis truly a very nice Point_, which I on
ly pretend to glance upon by the Bye, without 
fRending more time in juftifying the Arraigned 
Criminals from the guilt of an Inuginary Crime~ 
that 'tis impoffible for them to put in execution. 
Believe me, Sir, the Magicians are Rogues that 
cut a Purfe dexteroufly and unhinge a Door nim
bly : Your Apparitions , Phantomes , Hobgob
lins and Spints are Rafcally Varlets, that in the 
Night time fteal Corn and Fruit, and kifs not on
ly the Servant:-Ma" ds, but fometimes th~ir Ma
'fiers \Vives: Your I r chanters are roving Fel
lows, and Lovers by Tr~dc, who inveigle 
poor Girls under a Promife of Marriage. Your 

· · · Sooth 
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oothfayers are the Cunning Ecclefiafticks, who 
knowing the Foible of fomeRich men, extort pious 
Legacies from 'em, with their wonted Dexteri
ty. The Sorcerers are thofe Falfe Coiners, who 
abound fo much in our Country, and the Clip
pers, who pare the Piaftres and the Spanijh Pi
ftoles fo cleverly ; for thefe Sabbatic Works are 
always perfonned in the Night-time, and in the 
obfcureft Places. All this I offer for your infor
mation; and fo fha U leave you to believe what 
you pleafe. 

I know the Beanzefe are too much inclined to 
Superftition, and owe their 
By as to the Ancient Mem- . *Held at Pau, t~1e ca-
b f h · i' p 1. pztal of tbe Provmce cf 
ers o t etr ar tament, Bearn. 

who by a ftretch of Cruel-
ty beyond that of ~Tero, burnt fo many Innocent 
Wretches. If thefe Bigotted Counfellers are 

· now in Paradife, moft certainly neither you nor 
· I will ever be fent to Hell : Believe me, Sir_, the 

Man that's capable of giving credit to the Chi
mce,.a's I now fpeak of, will not ftand to fwallow 
a thoufand other Fables that your Men of Senfe 
make a Jeft of. I do not pretend to undeceive 
the Ignorant Vulgar, for I know 'tis impo£Iible; 
'tis you only that I want to inftruct:; for I'm told, 
you d clare, that all the Ca s in the Pro- · 
vince have the honour to be animated by the 
Souls of the Ancient Wizards, whofe Allies have 
ferv'd for Lye to the Walher-women ofPau thefe 
nanyYears. Our Salvation does not depend up
on the belief of that Article, for I'm fu1 e ~tis no 

nicle of Faith. Some People are ve,j· i Jge
nious in frightning the1nfelves, by concei\ ing 
that the Devil transforms himfclf into a ~ 1afl:iff, 
a Sorcerer into a Cat, and a Jagician into a 

rei! \Volf; that a Soul retaining to Purg.1to!·y, a{~ 
Ye~ f:ldCS all forts of Shapes, in order to beg Pray-
lOt~ ers· 
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ers of the Living, who have enough to do to 
pray for themfel ves. After thefe Crotchets are 
once lodg~d in a Man,s Brains, he's afraid to lie 

alone, and the noife of a Rat freezes the Blood in 
his Veins ; for a Frighted Imagination trembles 
a~ the Apprehenfion of its own Chimtertls; and 
befides the Injury done to himfelf, he does harm 
to others, by recounting his Impertinent and 
Rediculous Adventures: His Stories meet with a 
ready reception, from the weak and fimple fort 
of People, and have fuch a fearing influence up
on the Women, that they are fore' d in their Huf
hands abfence to get fome body to lie with 'em, 
that has the refolution to oppofe the Sorcerers, 
Magicians, Apparitions , &c. A Young Girl 
dares not empty a Tub of Water, unlefs a fturdy 
F0ot-man accoropanies her with a Link in his 
Hand. In fine, this Doctrine of Sprights is the 
fource of a thoufand lnco veniencies, which af
ford an opportunity to Robbers, Whoremafters 
and Profligate Fellows to compafs their Ends. 

As for my part, I folemnly declare, in all the 
Countries I have been in, I never faw or heard 
~ny thing fupernatural in the Night-time : I have 
us d my Efforts to fee or hear fome News from 
the other World ; I have crofs'd ~ebec Church
yard above a hundred times at Mid-night, in my 
way to the Lower City, but never met with any 
thing. But fuppofe I had had fome Phantome 
in n1y vie"v (pardon the Suppofition) what d'ye 
think I would have done? Why, I would e'en 
have walk'd on very fedately with my naked 
Sword over my Arm, if the Spright feen1'd to be 
on one fide of me ; and if it had been pofted be-
fore me juft 'in my way, I would have asked it 
very civilly, to give me leave to pafs by. You'll 
reply, perhaps, that Swords and Piftols are ufe-
efs in fuch cafes, and that I own to be true ; but 

then 
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then you muft confider, that if it had been a 
Spright, a Shadow and V a pour could not wound 
me no more than I could wound it ; and if it 
had been fome Living Thing of a Monftrous Fi
gure, my Arms would have ferv'd to punifh the 
Infolent Impoftor. Do but obferve, Sir, that in 
all the Stories of Apparitions, Sprights, Fantoms, 
Hobgoblins, &c. we never hear of the killing or 
wounding of any body. Now,if thefe pretended 
Infernal Ambaffadors have fuch tender Hands, 
why fuould we fear' en1 more than the Light
ning that ulliers in a C1ap of Thunder? In fine, 
a Wife Man ought not to dread any thing but 
that which can annoy him either direCl:ly, or 
indireCl:ly. 

You'll objett, perhaps, that a Soldier, who has 
fignaliz' d his Courage and Bravery on feveral 
occafions, has been known to tremble , grow 
pale, and fweat for fear, upon the feeing or hear
ing of a String of Living Fan toms, that preten
ded to divert themfelves at his Coft. I acknow
ledge that fuch a thing may happen, but it pro
ceeds fr01n this ; that fuch people have enter
tain' cl a Notion of Vifions- from their Infancy, 
without giving themfelves the trouble to enquire 
into the poffibility of their Exiftence. In a 
word, they have believ'd what other Bigots be. 
lieve of the Power of the Devil. Such 1nen fear 
nothing but their own I1nagination. But I have 
done ; time runs, and I atn ohlig'd to go about 
a little Bufinefs immediately : I wiib I may meet 
with no Pettyfogger in my way, for that Cattel 
is not fo eafy to deal with as Wizards and Phan-
oms. 

I defire an intervie·w at Orte~ : 'The Paper~ I 
now fend along with this Lettei, will inform 
you of the Bufinefs I want to difcourfe. The 

! ;· ntry I am now in is a very good Country, 
~ but 
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but I do not find Mony ftirring among us, which 
in my troth I do not like, for among the Europe
ans one can't live without Money, as they do 
among the Huron.r of Canada. I always think of 
that Countrey with regret, when my Pocket is 
at low water, and my Mind difquieted with 
Care and Anxiety, in contriving how to fill it 
with that precious Metal, that gives life and fpirit 
to the forrieft fort of Men, and infpires 'em with 
all Good Qualities. 

I am, 

SIR, 

Yours, &c: 

LETTER VI. 

Dated at Huefca, July 1 t. 1 69 5. 

Containing an Account of the Author's wonderful 
Efcape; his hei11g taken up for a Huguenot, 
and examin'd /;y the Ignorant Curates. 

,Ve 'fcap 'd for once, but 'twas a very narrow 
_ Efcape, as you may guefs by the Story of my 
Flight, which was in fuort thus. I was upon the 
point of meeting you according to agreement at 
Ortez:., and for that Reafon had been at Dax to 
receive fon1e Papers which feetn'd to he of ufe to 
me ; when by a matchlefs piece of Good Luck, 
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I met with a Letter from a certain perfon at Ver
failles. I had no fooner read my Letter, than I 
march'd ftraight to my Lodging , to contrive 
within my felf fome way t~ get fafe out of the 
Kingdom. You may be fure my Council was 
foon affembled, for fuch a Head-piece as mine 
does not ufe to fpend 1nuch time in Confultati
ons. I determined to delude my Landlord, by 
defiring him to give me an Account in Writing 
of the Road to Agen, where I pretended to have 
fome Bufinefs. The beft of the matter is, that I 
had already got of my Farmers near two hun
dr~d Piftoles, and a fine Horfe, which I was 
oblig'd to for my lucky deliverance. I got up by 
the break of day, and defir'd a Guide to conduct 
me out of one of the Gates ot the City, that 
leads a quite different way from that I had in my 
Eye. 

As foon as I got out of Town, I took the 
Road of Ortez., and avoiding all Villages, fteer,d 
upon Heaths, Fields, Vine-yards and Woods, fol
lowing all By-paths, and lodging in the remoteft 
Houfes ; I had no other Guide but the Sun, and 
the fight of the Pyrenees, and ask'd every one I 
met upon the Roaa, which was the way to Pau. 
But not to detain you too long with the Particu
lars ofmyJourney,youmuft know,I arrived atlaft 
at Laruns,the laft Village of Bearn,fcituated as you 
know, in the Valley of Ozao. I had fcarce entred 
this foolifh Village, \V hen a Company ofPeafants 
furrounded me on all fides : Judge you if I had 
not reafon to fear that the Grand Provoft was not 
far behind; but I was miftaken, for the Rafcals 
ftop'd me for no other Reafon, but becaufe they 
fancied there was fomewhat in my Countenance 
that looked like Huguenotifm ; they gave me leave 
however to alight at a Tavern, which was fo dark 
and full of Smoak, that you would have took't 

for 
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for the Antichamber to Hell ; and. here, yo 
muft know the Parfon was to co1ne to examine 
me in Matters of Religion ; and that in a . 
Country where the Priefts underftand as little 
what they believe as their ParHhioners : For af
ter I had anfwer'd him upon all the Points he 
thought fit to mention, he fwore I was a Hugue
not ; and upon this, Sir, I was like to have loft 
all patience. But confidering I had Beafts to 
deal with, I thought n1y beft way was to ufe 'em 
as Beafts ; fo I offer' d to fatisfie 'em by reciting 
the Litany, and the Sunday Ve!pers , but this Stra
tagem fail'd me, for they frill continued obfti· 
nate, in propofing to carry me to P au. Judge 
what a perplexity I was in, when the Infamous 
Rabble faid, The Pfalms and the Litanies were the 
ftrfl Prayers the Huguenots learn' d to cover their De
ftgn of getting out of the Kingdom. It fignify' d 
nought to tell 'em, I was Mafter of the Horfe to 
Monjieur L' Ab bee d' li{frees, and that I was going U'S 

to that Amhaffador in Portugal; that was Clamare 
m Jeferto. 'Twas to as little purpofe to threaten 
to fend immediately to the Intendant at Pau, to 
demand J uftice for the Affront, and for tny be
ing ftopt : All this did not n1ove 'em. At laft,af
ter a melancholly Reflection on the danger I was 
in, I refolv' d to try all ways to delude thefe Ig
norant Creatures ; though this was no eafy task, ~ 
for they are wholly govern· d by their Dotl:ors. 
And here I think I ought to pray to God to blefs 
the firft Inventer of Snuff, for after I had fretted 
my fclf two or three I-Iours in talking to thefe 
Varlets, I accidentally pull'd out my Snuff-box, 
without thinking of it, and as foon as I open' d it, 
one of the moft Civiliz'd Men of the Company 
de fir' d to fee the Pitlure on the In fide, which 
reprefented a Court-Lady upon a Couch, all na
ked, with her Hair hanging loofe. As foon as he 

had 
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had looked upon it, he fhow' d it to the reft, who 
faid to one another in their B ernoife Language, 
That it was a }vfary Magdalene. At this Lucky 
Word, I rouz'd my Spirits, when all on a fudden 
the Parfon ask'd me , What the Meaning of the 
Picture was ? I n1ade anfwer, '11va1 a Saint that 
would take Vengeance of them for a11 .Affront offer'd to 
one of her Deruouteft fVorjhippers : And fo fixing my 
Eyes upon the N4ked Figure, I made a Prayer to 
that Saint with an Elogy ; in which I attribu
ted more Miracles to her than to all the Saints in 
Paradife. This, together with the Exclamations I 
made, did fo blind the Company, that they all 
kifs'd the Head of the Pretended Saint with a 
wonderful Zeal, and from that time I was no 
Huguenot, for I fttll continued to invoke the Saint 
that in Bearn is known to he a worker ofMira
cles, with the fame fury . and difpofition that I 
then feign'd. Every one ftrove to get my Pray

{)fS down in Writing, and all the Peafants now 
were at Emulation one with another who fhould 
guide me over the Mountains, or who fhould fur
nifh me with Mules. Such, Sir, is the diverting 
Hiftory of the ftrange Effeds of Snuff: If it is of 
ufe to others, to hammer out an Argument by 
gaining the time which is fpent in conveying it 
from the Fingers to the Nofe, 'twas of great ufe 
to me another way, without fo much as expect ... 
ing it. What a Misfortune it is for an Honeft 
Man to be under a Necelftry of prophaning the 
Saints for the prefervation of his Life ! 'Tis true, 
my Meaning was good, and I have asked Pardon 
of God for it. This /hews that a well manag'd 
Lye can produce among Ignorant People even 
fuch Effetts as the Naked Truth cannot compaf.S. 
What pity is i.c that a Parfon fhould not fo much 
as underftand his Catechljm) and at the fame time 

fwallow 
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fwallow down Idle Stories for Miracles ! But thi:, 
is the Bifhop' s Bufinefs, not mine. 

And indeed our Bifhops are much like our Offi
cers_,who are prefer'd more by Favour and Intereft 
than by Merit. The greateft part of them are 
more induftrious to pleafe their Sovereign than 
their God. But a man had as good pn~tend to 
drink the Ocean dry, as to attempt a Reformati
on of thefe Ahufes. 

To continue the Thread of my Adventure, 
you muft know, I hired two Mules, one for my 
Guide, another for my felf. My Horfe was fo 
tired with ftrugling to fave me, that Gratitude 
obliged me to ufe him with all manner of civili· 
ty and mildnefs; for )twas no more than what he 

· deferved by his fatiguing Services. In the mean 
time the Night, which fee1n' d as long to me as an 
Age, (fo much I dreaded theProvoft'sCrew) gave 
me more leifure than enough to beg pardon of 
God for the Contrivance by which I faved my 
felf, in making ufe of the Names of his Saints. 
In this Condition I was continually peeping at 
the Window to look for the dawning of the Day, 
but this Village is fo fuut up atnong the PJrenees, 
that 'tis a hard matter to difcern the Sun in his 
Meridian, or the tenth part of the Arch of the 
Heavens. At lafr wearied with that uneafinefs, 
and quite fpent with the Fatigues both of Body 
and Mind, I tried to indulge Nature with one 
Hours fieep as a recompence for three Days wak
ing, when all on a fudden I was alarm'd with a 
great Noife of Men and Horfes at the Inn~Gate; 
the Knocks they gave, and their ftrange Hol
lowjng, freez' d all the Blood in my Veins, for I 
thought all the Conft.ables in the Kingdom were 
upon my Back ; but tny Fears prov' d abortive,for 
it was only fomeMuliteers going to traffick inS pain. 

By 
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By this time Day-light appear'd., and my Guide 
called upon me, upon which we fet out, and 
join' d in with thefe Travellers : That Day we 
went ~s far as S~Zllent, the firft Town in Spain, fe-
ven Leagues diftant from Laruns i having pafs' d 
a Houfe which the Spaniards call .Aigues Caudes, 
that is, the Hot-waters, or a Bath which cures 
a world of Difeafes. When we were got to 
Sa/lent, they fuewed us to an Inn , fo dark, that 
it feem' d fit-ter for a Vault to lodge Dead-Carcaf .. 
fes in , than to entert~in Paffengers; my Spirits 
were then fo exhaufted for want of reft, that I fell 
afleep immediately , and flept ftanding in a 
manner ; the Beds looking like a Magazine of 
Lice, I made them fpread me fome Straw upon 
the Boards , where I laid my felf down; after 
having order' d my Guide to provide for himfelf 
what Cheer he lik,d beft, upon the Provifo 
that he fhould not wake me. I flept in 
this Pofture from Nine a Clock at Night 
till Noon next Day without waking ; aft3r 
which we fpent the reft of the Day in 
finding out a forry Meal of Meat : The next 
Day after we put on very fmattly, and 
came to an Inn where we found good ftore 
of Fouls and Pigeons , and upon thefe 
we made reprifals for our iOrmer Ill Fare. 
In fuort, we arriv'd laft Night at this Ci
ty , which fiands upon a flat low Ground; 
at the diftance of Two Leagues from the
Mountains. All I can tell you of the, 
Country~ is; That from Laruns t.o this 
Place , ; we have two and twenty Leagues 
diftance; and upon that Road we do no
thing but climb up and defcend narroW 
Paths , upon which , if the Mule did but 
ftumble, there,s an unavoidable neceffity of 
tumbling down a Difmal Precipice. My Guide 

f old 
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told me , That the Road through the V al
ley of A[pe , is the pleafanteft , fuorteft and 
m oft convenient; but the way which leads 
bv St. John Je PieJ Je Port has this advan
t~ge, that there's only Eight Leagues of 
Mountains between Roncevaux and the Plains 
of Navarre. Upon the whole , I wonder 
much that Hercules did not fplit thefe 
Mountains for the Accommodation of Tra
vellers, as well as thofe of Calpe and Abila 
for the Conveniency of Sailers. I fet out to 
morrow by the break of Day , in order to 
each Saragoz.a at Night. 

I am, 

' Tours, &c. 

LETTER VII. 
Dated at Saragoza, Od:ob. 8. I 69). 

Containing a Defc ription of Saragoza ; a Piew 
of the Government of Arragon, and an ac-_ 
count of the Cupoms of the People. 

SIR, 

I Have been three Months in this good Town 
of Sarago~, during which time, I've receiv' d 

feven or eight Letters., charging n1e with Care
leffnefs. in not fatisfying your Curioftty : Bur the 
fault lie5 at Jour owh Door and not at mine; 

for 

t 
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for if you had not been fo negligent as to dela 
the fending of what I receiv'd thi~ very day, my 
Pen had not trac' d the uneafynefs of my Mind, 
inftead of purfuing the following Relation. 

Sarago<;Ga is the Capital City of the Kingdom of 
Arragon: And I can't telJ whether I ought to call , 
it only pretty, or very pretty. However, I'm fure 
'tis a very great City; the Streets are broad and
well pav'd 1 the Houfes are for the m oft part three 
Story high, tho' fome of 'em have five or fix j · 
and all of 'ent are Built after the old Falhion. 
The Market and publick Places are not worth 
fpeaking of. In the City there are a great many 
Convents, which are generally very pretty J as 
well as their Gardens and Churches. TheCa
thedral Church call'd La Ceu is a huge and very 
Stately Edifice. The Church of Nueftra Seniort'l 
Je l' Pilar is but very ordinary as to its Archite
cture. The Chappel indeed where that Seniora 
ftands is Curious, upon the account that 1tis un
der Ground. The Spaniards pretend that the Sub
fiance of which ltis Built is unknown to all Man
kind ; but if 'twere not for their affertion, I fhould 
have took it for Walnut-Tree. This Chappel is 
thirty fix Foot long, and twenty ftx Foot broad.; 
'Tis fill'd with Lamps, Banifters and Silver Can
dle-Sticks ; and befides a great Altar, contains a 
great quantity of Feet, Hands, Hearts and Heads, 
which the Miracles of that Virgi~ drew to the 
Sacred Place: For you know the Virgin Works 
Miracles every day tha~ furpafs imagination. But 
the moft folid thing about her, is an infinity of 
precious Stones of ineftimable value, with which 
!her Gown, Crown and Niche are Garnilh'd. 
&fides thefe, there are two Churches here which 
wer-e Built by the Goths, and are bo h Strong and 
Beautiful • having very pretty V a~1lts, which fuew 

S f ·2, thai 
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that that People were perfectly well acquainted 
with Stereometry. 

Sarago~a is Seated on the River Ebro, which is 
as broad as the Seyne at Paris. It ftands upon 
fmooth level Ground, and incompafs' d with a 
Wall that's Ruinous in feveral places. The Peo
ple of Arra~on put a migh~y value upon a Stone
Bridge that s over that Rtver ; becaufe they ne
ver faw many better: But they have more rea
fon to value t~e Woo,d.en-Bridge that lyes. a lit
tle lower, for tndeed · tls one of the fin eft tn Eu
t"ope. This City ~ffords Academies for the exer
cife both of the Body and the Mind ; and above 
all, a fine Univerftty that may be call'd the h.eft in 
Spain next to Salamanct~ and Alcala des Henares• 
The Students are generally Cl oath' d like Priefts, 
that is, with a long Cloak. 

The Duke de Jovena~o is Viceroy of this King
dom ; and as I take it, that triennial Dignity is 
more Honourable than Beneficial, for it does not 
bring in above fix thoufand Crowns aY ear. The 
Arch- Bifhoprick is worth twenty thoufand 
Crowns ; but the prefeat Arch-Bifuop being a 
very good Man, diftributes one third of his Re
venue among the Poor. Tho' his Birth was o~ 
fcure, yet he was PrejiJent of one of the Coun.:. 
cils of Spain, which perhaps o~cafion' d that na
tural Antipathy to the French, that he thews up
on all occafions. The Canons of his Cathedral 
and thofe of Notre dame de Pilier, make a hundred 
Crowns a Month of their Canonfhips. The 

* . Minifter call' d 7' Ell juflicia, 
. H~ place k much receives Appeals from all 
~~~aOm~ , . 
lour. the Courts of .Arragon. T1s 

from his Hands that the 
Kings of Spain receive a drawn Sword, when 
they take die Oath to maintain the Privileges of 
the Kingdom~ upon their Acceffion to the 

Throne, 
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'Throne. This Ceremony is perform' d in the 
Deputation-Houfe, which indeed is a wonderful 
Edifice. The Salmedin~ is ~ fort of Lieutenant
General, both Civil and Military. This Office, 
which bears both the Gown ~nd the Sword, is 
Triennial as well as that of 
his Deputy. The t Audi- t Parli~ment. 
e11cia confifts of feveral 
Counfellours, who are as nice a fort of Men ~s 
our own. Befides thefe, there are five Sheriffs 
or Jurates, whe hold their trouhlefome Pofts but 
two years, and are properly the Civil Judges 
that take care of the Government of the City. 
In fine,I fuould never have done,ifl offer'd to give 
.1 particular Lift of all the Offices in thisKingdom. 

Bread, Wine, Fowl, Partridges and Hares are 
very cheap in this place ; but Butchers Meat is 
v.ery dear ,and good FHh is a rarity. The Stran
gers that Travel this way, are oblig'd to 
Lodge in certain Inns call' d by the Spani
ards, Mefon; in which the Inn-Keeper fur
nHhes nothing to his Guefts but a Chamber, 
a Bed, a Stable, 11 Straw 
and Barley. 'Tis true, the 11 There's nether HaJ 
Servants buy what you nor Corn in Spain. 
pleafe for you, and drefs it 
as you order 'em, provided you require nothing 
hut plain Boiling and Rafting. The Arrago n 
Wines are f we et and ftrong, efpecially the Black 
fort, for the White is neither fo ftrong nor fo 
fwec:t. In the Summer time they have no other 
Diverfion but Walking, and that towards the 
Evening , when the Gentlemen walk out of 
Town,as well as theLadies,apart : But 'tis not the 
frefhAir fo much as the warm breathing that they . 
have in view. In Winter, they are entertain,d 
with Plays, which the Priefts and Friars frequent 
without any Scruple. Every Night there's an 
Affembly or-Meeting at the Houfe of the Duke 

S f 3 of 
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pf 1ovena~o, where they Gam~, and Difcourfe 

and drink Chocolate or other L1quors : And the 

Perfons of the firft ~ ank are almofl: always there. 

They are honeft and affable to the lafl: degree. 

As !or my own part, I have receiv' d very fen fi

b le Marks of ~heir Friepdfhip, particularly that 

pf being regal'd.in their Houfes; which difco

yers fO me that they are not fo unfociable as they 

~re reprefented to be. 'Tis true, that in publici\ 

~he Smile never unfurles their l3row, and no fa

pllliarity of Joy can oblige 'em to relent in their 

~ffede~ Gravity : l3ut in priv~te Converfation 

they are the heartiefi: People in the World ; I 

mean, they are the brisk eft and merry eft Com

panions that can he. 
: Almoft all the People of .Arragon !lore as lean as 

1 am> and fo, Sir, you may eafily judge what a 

for~ of Meen they have. They allege for the 

~aufe of their Leannefs, that their Tranfpiration 

fs great, that they Eat and Sleep hut little, that 

their Pafftons are fprightly and violent ; and in 

fine, that they diffipate their sp· rits by exercifes 

which the French do not follow fo often. Their 

Complexion is as pale as mine; which perhaps is 
owing to thefe very exercifes; at leaftwife, 'tis 

Ovia s Opinion ln faying [ P pf/eat ommu amor; Co

/()r bic eft aptm amanti. ] Their Stature goes 

fomewhat beyond the midling Standard. The~r 

flair is of a dark Chefnut colour, and their 

~omplexion is as fair as that of the Bearnefe. 

All I have faid of the :People of Arragon, may 

be ~pply' d in particular to the Women as well as 

the Men; tho' inde~d the former are not quite 

fo lean as the l~~ter. They can't be call'd hand· 

fon1e, but at the fame time one can't ;tvoid own ... 

ing that they are agreeable and lovely. If Na

~pre ~as been ftingy and penurious in Forming 

!hejr 'fhroat ~nd Fqre-Head, {he has been pro.,. 
· · · ~iga~ 
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digal of her Gifts in giving 'em great fparkling 
Eyes, fo full of Fire that they burn without mer
cy from top to toe all that approach to 'em. 
They are very ·much oblig'd to Theano, Pythago
ras's Wife, for teaching 'em that their Sex was 
Born for no other end than for the agreeable 
Trade of loving and being lov' d. This foft Mo
ral fuits their Complexion perfed:ly well ; and 
accordingly they prad:ife it to a Miracle : For in 
the Morning they run to Church, with intent to 
purchafe Hearts rather than Paradife ; and Din
ner is no fooner over, than they go to Vifit their 
She-Friends, who do mutual Services to one 
another in the way of Intrigue, by fav.ouring 
the entry of their Lovers into one another's 
Houfes, and that with a great deal of artifice and 
cunning. Contrivance is aU in all in this Coun
try ; for the vertue of theW ~men lies in playing 
their Cards handfomely and dextroufly, dif
guifing the Intrigue, more than elfewhere. Their 
Husbands are plaguy Sharp-lighted, and if their 
Intrigues take but the leaft Air, they run the 
rifque of taking a Journey to the other World, 
unlefs they flie to a Convent. 'Tis not above a 
Month and a half fince I f-aw a Girl Stabb'd by 
her own Brother at Church, at the very [(.)ot 
of the Altar, for having entertain'd an amorous 
Correfpondence. He had made a Journey from 
MaJrid on purpofe to do this mighty Exploit ; 
for which he was PunHh' d with two Months Im
prifonment. 

There has not been above eighteen or twenty 
defign' d Murders and Affaflinations committea 
fince I came hither; by reafon that theNights are 
as yet too thort : But I am told that in Winter there 
never paffes a Night without two or three fuch 
inftances.. 'Tis true, 'tis only the poor miferable 
Wretches of two Parithes in the City, who in-

S f 4 fult 
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fult one an.other at that rate ; and are drove to 
that extremity by Feuds of ancient ftanding. 
The frequency of fuch diforders is owing to this, 
that a Man can't be condemn,4 to die without 
great Evidence upon the matter, and that the 
Condemn~ d ~riq1ihal$ make ufe of the privileges 
of the Kingdom, to put off the Execution from 
Term to Term ; B'f which means they get off at 
laft for being turn'<.i over to the Galleys, which 
there are a thoufand ways to get clear of: So 
that unlefs the Judge is Sollicited againft them by 
a ftrong Party, they always 'fcape the Gallows. 

As for Robbing in the Streets, they know no
thi11g of it ; and the Murders that happen have 
no re·~ation to any intention ·of that Nature. I 
have frequently Walk'd home all alune at ·Mid:. 
night from the Viceroy's Houfe, without meeting 
With any affront. 'Tis true, I difcontinued that 
pradice after the Perfons of Quality ad vis' d me 
to go always in Company.'! left the Affaffins 
fuould miftake me for 11nother. However, Per
fans of Note or Charatl:er have nothing to fear, 
unlefs they be imbarqu' d in fome Amor,ous Ip.
trigue ; then indeed they run the rifq ue of being 
Stabb' d in the Streets at Noon ; So that a Man 
muft eith~r have his Wits about him, or elfe have 
recourfe to common Whores, if he means to a
void fuch a fatal Exit. Now of thefe two Expe
dients the firft is the beft, becaufe it preferves at 
o)ice his Pocket and his Health. · ;· 

' The Nobilit~ of Arragon is tolerably Rich; 
but they might be Richer if the Peafants of Ar.;. 
rag on Wor~' d as hard as ct)rrdo. Thefe idle Fel

lows imploy the t (;avachOJ 
t An Epith~t they giv~ ( • h h S · · 1 ~o the French, · which 4t , Wlt VV om pam lS p a-

:be bottom jignifies 110• gued ) to ~1anure their 
~hing at .,Jt, Grounds, and to Sow and 

Reap. The Vulgar People 
ar~ 
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:lre of the Opinion that France is the worfi Coun
try in the World, becaufe the French exchange it 
for theirs : And indeed 'tis true, that the Labour
ers, the Reapers, the Fellers of Wood, and all 
forts of Tradefmen, without mentioning the 
Coach-men, Foot-men and Water-bearers, come 
for the moft part from Bearn, Languedock, and 
.Auvergne. Here we meet with fome Bearn Mer
chants who have inrich'd themfelves by Trading 
to France : For notwithftanding the War, an open 
Commerce is frill maintain' d. If the People of 
Arragon had their Wits about 'em, and had a 
mind to inrich their Country, they might eafily 
compafs their end. . 

The River of Ebro is Navigable from 7orto~a to 
Miranda J' Ebro, by great flat bottom'd Boats, 
fuch as we have in the Se1ne. A great many 
Perfons who have come down the Ebro, have 
aifur, d me that 'tis three Foot deep in the 
Shalloweft places, and that its Current is ve
ry gentle : So that the only difficulty lies in find
ing a Road upon the Banks of the River, in or
der to drag up the Boats when they want to ftem 
the Stream. The French bring hither agreat many 
Mules and little Nags, upon which they gain 
Cent per Cent, all Charges difcounted. Thefe 
Mules are made ufe of to 
draw the Coaches and i' Ga- * ~Jreat Carts drar:'n 

I 
by ezgh~ Mules, w!Jlch 

eras : For the Eftramadura bold eight hundred weigbt. 
Mules are very dear, and 
do not thrive in this Country fo well as in the 

outhern Countries of Spain. As for the little 
Galloway's, they commonly fell beft in the 
Kingdom of Valencia, where the Peafants itn
ploy 'em for ' different ufes. Th~ Coaches of 
that Country are much of the fame Form with 
our Travelling-Coaches in France; and they go fo 
ver:y {lowly that they would not drive rouQd the 

own in the longeft Summer's day. The cuftom 
of 
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of Vifiting upon Horfe-Back, prevails here a.s 
well as in Portugal. The Gentlemen and Offi .. 
cers are drefs' d after the French way ; for they 
find the Spanifh Habit unfufferable, by reafon of 
the Golilla. or a fort of Collar, in which the 
Neck is fo lac' d up, that they can't turn or how 
the Head. 

The \V omen's Garb feems r1<Hculous to Stran
gers, tho' at the bottom 'tis not fuchf I am al
ready con vine' d that 'tis infinitely preferable to 
6RrJ. The Sp_anijh Women can't cover any defect 

· of Nature ; for they wear neither Hoods, Heels, 
nor Whale-bone Bodice. Were the French Ladies 
()blig' d to go in this fafu.ion, 'twould not be in 
their Power to deceive fo many Men by their 
artificial Towers, their Shooe-Heels ana their 
falfe Hips. 'Tii true, the Spanijh Women may 
be cenfut 'd for difcovering their Shoulders and 
half their Arms : But at the fame time, the Frencb 
mufi: not go uncheck' d for expofing to open eye 
two parts that are at once more fenfible and more 
tempting ; for if it be a \leg' d that the former 
give offence backwards, by the fan1e juftice it 
may be reply'd that the latter fcandalife before. 
In fine_, as the Women of this Country lye un
der reftraints, fo they have the fatisfatl:ion of be
ing very much refpected ; for when they pafs a
long the Streets either in Coach or on Foot, 
with their Face uncover' d, every body ftops to 
make 'em a Bow_, which they aniwer by bowing 
he Head without bending the Knee. Their 

Gentlemen-Ulbers, who are alw.:tys old Fellows 
paft the reach of Sufpicion, give 'em their bare 
hc1nd ; for fuch is the Spanijh way: And thefe 
are the only priviledg' d Perfons that have the 
oenefit of touching their hands ; for when a Ca
valier happens accidentally to be near the Ho!; 
WateY while a Lady offers to come to it, he 

lhakes 

A 

' 
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fhakes his Beads i~ the Water, in order to prefent 
~em to her. The fa1ne is the cafe in Dancing 
which do's not happen often: For the Gentle~ 
man and the Lady come no nearer than the two 
ends of a Handkerchief, by which they hold ; 
and fo you may guefs how Buffing would go 
down in this Country. 

I muft tell you, the Spaniards are not fo fiern 
and unfociable as they are reprefented ; which · 
you'll perceive from a fiender account of their 
way of Entertainment. A Gentleman that I 
met frequently at the Viceroy's, and at the .AcaJe .. 
mies, did me the honour to Vi fit me ; and I re
turn7d his Compliment in the fame way. When 
I came to return the Vi fit, he receiv' d me at the 
Stair-Head, and conducted me to a H.all, where 
we convers' d for half an hour ; after which I 
ask'd how his Lady did, and he made anfwer, 
that he believ' d Jhe WIH fo ·me/J as to receive t.n in her 
Chamber. This done, the Chocolate and Bif
kuyts began to appear ; upon which the Gentle
man rofe and introduc'd me to his Lady's Cham
ber. The Lady ftood up ti\1 we made our Ho
nours, and fate down upon her Sofa, while 
Chairs were fetting for us. I told her I was in-~ 
finitely oblig' d to her Husband for procuring me 
the honour of Saluting her. She made anfwer ; 
that he look' d upon me as a Spaniard. After that we 
drank fome Chocolate, and fue ask' d me if I lik' d 
it, and whether the French Ladies us'd to drink 
• t. This Interview lafted but half a quarter of 
an hour, for being affraid of infringing npon the 
Spanifh Formalities, I rofe, and after taking leave 
walk'd out of the Room with her Husband, who 
"nvited me to Dinner. We wa1k'd till Dinner 
tin1e in -the Garden, and after the Gentleman 
had !hewn me his Horfes, we went up again to 

. ~qe Hall, where the Table Cloath was laid: In 
a 
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a moment in came the LadY., and Saluting us a£: 

ter her way, too~ her place on one fide of the 
Table, as we did on the other. Firft of all, 
they ferv'd up Melons, Raifins, NeE!arines, and 

Figs ; then every one had his Commons fet he
fore him, (like a Monk's Mefs ) confifting of~ 

Breft of MuttonRoafted in the firft Service, a Par

tridge and a Pigeon Roafted in the fecond, and 

a Rabbet Pye in the third, a Fricaifee of Foul in 
the fourth, i< Oronges fur

* A fort of Muforormzr rounded with little Trouts 
red on the upper fide, and f h b. r. f , . 
Jtllor~ underneath O t e tgne1s o ones F1n-

. ger in the fifth, and an Ap-
pricock Tart in the fixth : And after all, we had 

a fort of Soupe as yellow as the Saffron 

with \vhich 'twas cram'd. This, Sir, was the 

uft Bill of Fare for every one's Mefs. In the 

mean time, we talk' d of nothing hut the French 

Ladies; The Lady alleg~d that in France, the 

great Liberty allow·d to the Men in vifiting the 

Ladies, and Playing or Walking with 'em, ex

pos'd the Wifeft and n1oft Vertuous Women 

to the affronts of indifcreet and detracting 

Perfons, who to make themfelves pafs for 

Men of happy Intrigues, defame the Ladies 

that refift 'em. In fine, after we had rail'd 

againft the Husbands that tamely put up fuch af-
ronts, inftead of refenting 'em, we rofe from 

Table: So lhe took leave after the ufual way, 
and retir'd to her Chamber. When I came to 

t1ke leave of the Gentleman, he walk'd before 

me to the Head of the Stairs, where he ftop'd 

on the lect hand, leaving me the right while I 

bid him Adieu. There he ftood till I got at the 

foot of the Stairs, upon which he gave me his 

Ha· once mo:e, and fo we loft figh of one no
ther. 

I 
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I thought it proper to give you the Hiftory of 

this Adventure, that you may thereby know how 
the Spaniards treat their Friends. If a hundred 
Gentlemen h d re .:ral'd me at fo many feveral 
tine here would have been no difference, un
lefs it b "" to the goodnefs of the Cheer ; for 
the Cerem my is the fame in one Houfe that you ' 
have in another. So that by this defcription, 
you know all that's ufual in Spain upon 1uch oc
cafions. I believe I have acquainted you that 
the Spanijh Women look upon us as an indifcreet 
fort of People, and per_!-taps they are not much 
out in their thoughts ; for all the Women of Etl

rope fpeak of us at the fame rate. I'll prefent you 
with fome Spanifh Verfes that a foolifh fort of a 
Poet made upon that Head above fifty years ago. 

Los DifcretQs Efpnnoles 
A Los Maridos Zeloz..os 
Hn:Gen en CnUados Goz.,o.r 
OreJus de CnrncoleJ ; 
No fan Tales leJ franceuJ 
Tanto no pueden Cubrir 
Antes Mas quieren Mil Vez..es. 
No ha:Ger que no dejir. 

That is to fay in good Profe. The difcreet Spani
ards affift the Women to cuckold their H11sbands hy fe
cret Imbraces ; wherem the French ~an conceal nothing, 
for they'd chooje a thoufond times rather to be without 
the Adventure, than not to [peak of it. 

This, Sir, is much of a piece with the Argu. 
ment of that Huron, who alledges that we glory 
in requiting a Lady's Favour with a piece of In
gratitude, that tarnifhes her Reputation to all in
tents and purpofes. This caution may teach the 
Women not to confide in rattle brain•d Fellows. 
A Woman of Senfe will eafily find out the Cha-

racter 
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ratter of a Man, when lhe has a mind to give 
her felf the trouble of infpeCl:ing his conduct 
Tho' our young Sparks are Fools, yet the Ladies 
choofe ·em before wifer Men ; becaufe Wifdom 
do,s not take place till Nature begins to run low. 

The indifcreet•Tongue of a young Cavalier, 
do•s a confiderable injury to his Miftrifs : But at 
the fame time, your Chamber-Maids and Confi
dents, are not lefs guilty. We have frequent in
fiances of Women that lofe themfelves by negle
cting a due Precaution with reference to their 
Domefticks. I call that Woman a Wife Woman 
that knows how to cover her Folly handfomely. 
Now, this is one of the firft Accornplifhments of 
your Spanifb Women, who by that means oblige 
their Husbands very much; for tho• the Adven
ture makes the Cuckold, 'tis the Noife that makes 
the Horns. With this Lucky Word I conclu~e 
my Letter_, intreating you would Write to me 
to Bilbao, for I defign to go thither wirh the firft 
opportunity. From thence I intend to S·weep 
( either by Sea or Land ) along the Maritime 
Coaft, as far as Portugal, in order to view the 
Ports and Havens, I have fo often heard o£ I 
:fhall take more pleafure in that difcovery, than 
in feeing the fi11eft Cities of the World : And 
thus you fee there's no difputing a Man out of 
his relifh. 

I am, 

SIR, 

Tours, & c. 

ASHORrt 



A Short 

c IONARY 
Of the moft Univerfiil 

LA GUAG 
OF THE 

SAVAGE • 
Could eafily have fent you a compleat 
DiE/ionary of all the Savage Words, with
out excepting one, and of fever a I curious 

hrafes : But I confider' d 'twould be of no 
ufe to you, it being fufficient to fee the common 
Words that are every Moment in their Mouths. 
This i!t enough for any Man that defigns for Ca
nada, for if he does but learn in his Paffage thofe 
I have fet down, he will be able to Converfc 
with the Savages, after frequenting their Com
pany two or three Months. 

There are hut two Mother Tongues in th 
whole extent of Canada, which I confine with
in the Limits of Mijjijipi; but beyond that i
ver there's an infinity of other Languages hat 
few Europeans could yet learn, by reafon of the 
i e Correfpondence they have with the Savages 
of thofe Parts. The two Mother Tongues I 

fpeak 
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fpeak of, are the Huron and the .Aigonldn. The 
firft is underftood by the Iroquefe, for the diffe
rence betwixt the Huron and the Iroquefe Lan
guage is not greater than that between the Nor
man and the French: And fome Savages on the 
Confines of New York fpeak a Language that is 
very near the fame. The Andaftoguerons, Toronto
gueronons, Errieronons, and feveral other Savage 
Nations whom the Iroque{e have totally deftroy" d, 
fpoke likewife the fame Tongue, and underftood 
one another perfettl y well. The Second, name
ly the Algonkine, is as much efteem' d among the 
Savages, as the Greek and Latin is in Eterope ; tho' 
:Jtwould feem that the Algonkins, to whom i 
owes its Original, difgrace it by the thinnefs of 
the Nation, for their whole number does not ex ... 
ceed two Hundred. 

You muft know that all the Languages of Ca-
nada, excepting the Huron and thofe which re
tain to it, come as near to the Algonkine, as the 
Italian to the Spanijh; and 'tis for that reafon that 
all the Warriours and ancient Counfellors of fo 
many different Nations affetl: to fpeak it with all 
manner of nicety. 'Tis fo neceffary to Travel
lers in that Country, that in fpeaking it one is 
certain of making himfelf to be underftood by 
all forts of Savages in whatfoever place he comes 
to, whether in Acadia or Hudfon,s Bay, or upon 
the Lakes, or even among the Iroquefe, among 
whom a great many have learn' d it forReafons of 
State, notwithftanding that it differs from theirs 
more widely than Night from Day. 
. The Algonkine Language has neither Tone nor 
Accent, nor fuperfluous dead Letters ; fo that 'tis 
as eafie to pronounce it as to write it. 'Tis not 
Copious, no more than the other Languages of 
America ; for the People of that Continent are 

Strangers 
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Strangers to Arts and Sciences, they are unac.
quainted with the Laws of Ceremony and Com
plement, and an infinity of Words that the Eu· 
ropeans ufe to imbellifl\ their Difcourfe. Their 
Speech is only adapted to the Neceffities and 
Conveniences of Life, and there is not one ufe
Iefs or fuperftuous Word in the whole Language. 
Farther, this Tongue makes no ufe either of F 
or V Confonant. 

To the end of the DiCiionary I have added the 
four Tenfes of the Indicative of the Verb, I lovt. 
The Indicative is form' d from the Infinitive, by 
adding the Perfonal Note ni, which fignifies me 
or I. Thus, Sakia f~nifies to love, and Nifakia, 
I love. The fame is the cafe with all the other 
Verbs. 

'Tis an eafie rnatter to conjugate the Verbs of 
this Language after one has learn' d the Prefent 
Tenfe of the Indicative Mood. To the Imper~ 
fetl: Tenfe they add Ban, as Sakiaban, I lov' J; 
to the Perfe&Tenfe they add ki after the perfonal 
mark, as ni kifakia, I have lov' J, and to the Fu
ture ga in like manner, as ni gafakia or nin ga{akia, 
I JhaU. love. All the other Tenfes of the Verb 
are form' d from the Prefent of the Indicative, 
for Example, Ningafakiabtm, I would love, Nin• 
kifakiaban, I jh_ould have lov' J. In a Word, when 
the Prefent of th~ Indicative, and the additional 
Particles for the other Tenfes, are once known, 
the whole Language may be learn 'din a very 
little time. As for the Imperative 'cis form'd by 
prefixing A to the Infinitive, as Afakia, love 
thou, and the Plural, . let 111 love, is form' d by fub
joyning Ta to the Infinitive, as Sakiata, let m 
love. It remains only to fuew the Perfonal Notts,-
vi~. 
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1 or Me,_ Nir, 
Thee or Thou, Kir, 
He or Him, Ouir. 
yve, Niraoueint. 

Band on or forfake, 
I abandon, P ac

kitan. 
Above, Spimink. 
Admirable, 'tis admira-

ble ( the Savages fpeak 
it by way of Derifion) 
P.ilaoua. 

~ftervwards, lkfipiJach. 
All, Kakina. 

11 of •em, 'Miffiute. 
All in all, .Alouch bogo. 
Always, Kakeli. 
Amifs, that's amifs, 'tis 
good for nothing, N~
pitch Malatat. 

And, Gaye or Mipigaye. 
Arrive, I arrive, Takou .. 

chin. 
Afhes, Powder, Duft., 

Pingoe. 
Affift or Aia, Maouine· 

oua. 
Ax, a great .Ax, Agac

kouet. 
A little Ax, :Agackoue

tons. P a·bouchik.an. 
Mifcoafab. 

Breeches; 

li'e· 
ti 
0 



Breeches, a circumlocu
tion for the covering 
of the Brech, Kipoki .. 
tie Koafab. 

Broth or Juice, Ouabou. 
Buck, Ouaskech. 
Buckler, Pakakoa. 
Build, to build V effels 
or Canous, Chimanike. 

c 
All,to call or name, 
Tichinika. 

Candle , to fnuff the 
Candle, to ftir up the 
Fire,Ouafacolendamaoua. 

Canou, Chiman. 
Captain,Leader, Okima. 
to Carry, Pitou or Pit a. 
Caldron, Akik. 
Change_, I change, Mif 

coutch. 
Child, little Children, 

Bobilouchins. 
Coat, Capotiouian. 
Cold, I am cold, Ki--

katch. 
Come on, Mappe. 
to Come, Pimatcha. 
Comrade, at my Com-

rade·s Houfe, Nitche, 
Nitchikoue. 

Concern·d or difquie
ted, Talimij]i. 

Corn, Malomin. 
Covering , a white 

Woollen Covering , 
uabiottian. 

Country, Enaalakian.' 
Courage, I have Cou.• 

rage, Tagouamifli. 
C ~ Maskimout. 
Cup made of Bark, Ou .. 

lagan. 

D 

Dab, Malamek. 
Dance, I dance, Nimi. 
Dance of the Savages 

to theSound<>f Gourds, 
Chichik.oue. 

Dart, I dart, Patchipa,._ 
oua. 

Day, to day, Ningom. 
One day, Okonogat. 
Dead, Nipouin.-
Devil, Evil Spirit,Mat~ 

chi Manitou. 
Die, I die, Nip. 
DHh of Maple VVood, 

Soule Mickoan. 
Dog, A!im. 
Little Dog, Alimons. 
Do, I do, Tochiton. 
Done, •tis done, Cha)'e: 
Doubtlefs, Antetatouba. 
Drefs Meat : I do the 

Kettle_, (a Phrafe}. 
Poutaoue. 

Drink, I drink, Mini 
koue. 

Dr.unkep, a Fool, Ouf 
kouebi. 

Duck, Chichip. 

T t z E 
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EAch or every one, 
Pepegik. 

Earth, Acke or Ackouin. 
to Eat, Ouijfin. 
Elfewhere, Cout~Jibi. 
EnglHh, Ouatfakamink, 

Dar.,hirini. 
Enough, 'tis enough, 

Mimilic. 
Equal or like one ano

ther, Tahifcoutch. 
Efteem , I eUeem or 

honour, Napitelima. 
Eyes, Ouskinchic. 

F 

FAll, to fall, Panki
ftn, 

Far off, Ouatfa. 
Faft, to go faft, Oueli .. 

bick. 
Fat, Pimite. 
Father, my Father, · 

Noufce. 
Fatigued, I am fatigu,d, 
Ta~ouj]i. 

Few or little, Me Man-
gu. 

Fields fown , Kittega-
nink. 

to Find, Nantouneoua. 
Fire, Scoute. 
to itrike Fir witli a 
Stone~ Scoutecke. 

Firelock, Scoutekan. 
Fifh, Kikons. 
White Fifh, .Attikamec. 
Fork, Na.ffaouakouat. 
Formerly, Piraouigo~ 
I~ ort or F ortrefs, Ouac· 

kaigan. 
Fortify, I make Forts, 

Ouackaike. 
Forwards in the Wood, 

Nopemenk. 
A Fowl, Pill. 
France, the Country of 

the French, Mittigouchi-
ouek, Endalakiank. 

The French,term' d Buil
ders of Sh1ps, Mitti
gouch. 

to Freeze, Kiffin. 
It freezes hard, KijJineJ 

Magat. 
Full, Mouski11et. 
Fufee, P askiftgan. 

G 

Grrl~, Ickoue./fens; 
Give, I give, Mila. 
Glafs, a Looking-glafS, 

Ouabemo. 
Go by Water, Pimifca. 
God of Heaven, Ma
fter of Life; Great Spi-

rit; the upknown B~ 
ing, Kitchimanitou. 

Good, Kouelatch. 
Govern, I Govern, Ti

berima. 
Go-

G 
c 
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General of 

Canada , Kitchiokima.fi 
mag ani eh , i. e. great 
Captain of War. 

Grape, Choemin. 
reat in the way of 

Mer.it, Valour, Cou
rage, &c. Kitchi • . 

Great io Stature, lkten
titou. 

Greedy, Safakiffi. 
Gut, otabich. 

H 
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How, Tani. 
How many, Tanfou, or 

Tanimilik. 
Hungry, I am hungry, 

Packate. 
Hunt, I hnnt, Kiou./Je. 
Hurons , the People, 

Nadouck. 
Hut, Ouikiouam. 

I. 

JEfuit, Black Gown, 
Mackate ockola.

lfland, Minif. 
Air, Lif/is. Immediately, Ouibatc6 

Hair of Beafts Pioue!. _ Impoftor, Malatijji. 
Half, Nabal. Indian Corn , Mitta-
Handfonle, Proper, Sa- min. 
fega. Intirely, Napitch. 

Hare, Ouapom. Iron, Piouabick. 
Hart_, Micheoue Iroquefe, in the Plural 
Hate, I Abhor, Chingu- Number, Mittchina 

erima. doaek. 
Have_, to have, TindtJ
la. 

Head, Oufticouan. 
Heaven, the upper 
Eartli, Spiminkakouin. 

Herb, Mijask. 
Here, Achonda or Acho

manda. 
Ridden, Kimouch. 
Home, at (JJY Houfe, 

Entayant. 
To Honour, Mackaou .. 

ala. 
Hot, Akic.;atte. 

K Eep, I ~eep, Ga-
naouer~ma. 

Kettle, Akikons. 
King of France , the 

Grt:at Head of die 
French,M;ttigouch Kit
chi Okima. 

Knife, Moc~oman. 
A Crooked Knife) Cou

tag.an. 

T t; 



Know, Meat, Ouitt~. 
A Med' cine, or Potion; rima. 

Maskikik. To know, KikerinJan. 

L: 
To meet Nantouncoua. 
Merchandize Goods ,' 

Ake , great Lake, 
Kitchigaminle. 

ame, Kakikate. 

Alokatchigan. 
Miftrefs, or She-Frien , 

Nirimou{en.r. · 

Land Carriage , Cappa-
tagan. 

To Laugh, Papi • . 
l..azy, Kittimi~ 
To Leave, Packitan: 
Letter, Maftgnaygan. 
Liberal, Oualatij]i. 
Life, Nouchimouin. 
Light, fplendor, Vcnclao. 
Little, Ouabilouchein.r. 
To Live, Noutchimou. 
Long fince, 'tis long 

ago, Chachaye. · · 
Lofe at play, I lofe, 

Packilague. 
Love, to love, Sakia. 
~o ly down, Ouipema. 

M. 

MAle, Nape. 
Malicious , cheating , 

one that has an Ill 
Heart, Malatchitthe. 

Man, /l.li{inape. 
March , I march , p; .. 

mouffi. 

Moon, the Star of. the 
Night, Debikat Ikiz.is. 

to Morrow, Ouabank. 
The Day after to Mor

row, Oufouabank. 
A Mortar of Wood for 

beating Indian Corn 
Poutagan. 

Much, Nibila. 

Ation s, People, 
Irini. 

Near, PechouetclJ. 
Needle, a fewing~ e~ 

dle, Chabonikan. 
Never, Kaouickt~. 
News, Tepatchimou-luzn~ 
I bring New~, Tepatchi"' 

Marry , I take a W o-
. man, Ouiouin. 

Marryed Man, Napema. 
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0 Prefently, Ouibatch.

AR, Appoue. 
Old, Kioucheins. 
One-Eyed, P askingoe. 
Orignal, Elk, Mons. 
A young and little Elk, 

Manic hie h. 
0 her, Coutac. 
Otter, Nikik. 

p 
AP, or the juice of 
the Meal of Indian 

Gorn, Mitaminabou. 
Part, in what part, Ta-

nipi. 
Partriges, Pilefioue~ 
Pay, I pay, Tipaham. 
Peace, Peca. 
to make Peace, Pecate-

chi. 
Peninfula, Mini!]in. 
Perfuafion, Tirerigan. 
Pike, Fifh, Kinonge. 
Pipe, Calumet, Poagan. 
to Pifs, Minfi. 

ity, to take pity, Cha
oucrima. 

to Play, P ackigoue. 
to Pleafe one, I pleafe, 

Marouerindan. 
Porcelain Beads, Aouies. 
Powder, Gunpowder, 

Pingoe, Mac kat e. 
To pour out, Sibikinan. 
To pray to God, Tala

mia Kitchimanitou. 
Prefent, at prefent, 
~ougam. 

Petty, Olichichin. 
P i', Pate hag on. 
Proper, Handfome, Sa.:. 
{ega. ~ 

to Purfue, Nopinala. 
I put away (a term u.: 

fed for a Man's put
ting a way his Wife) 
Ouebinan. 

Q 

Quickly, iceiatc • 
. R 

Ain, Kjmiouan; 
Red Colour, Mi{coue.· 
Red Powder, efteemed 
by the Savages Oula
man. 

to Regard, Ouabemo. 
to Regrate, Kouiloma; · 
Relation, Kinfman, Ta-

ouema. 
Refolve, I refolve ,Tib, .. 

lindan. 
to Refpect, Tabamica. 
to Reft or Repofe,Chin~ 

kichin. 
Right , to be in the 

right, Tepoa. 
A Ring, Dibilinchibifon. 
River, Sipim. 
Robe, Ockola. 
Root, Ouftikoues. 
Row, to row, Tap,ou~: 
to Run, Pitchibat. 
Run to,I run to,Pitchiba. 

T t 4 S 
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s 
Sorry, I am forry, Isluz~ 

tiJ!i. 
Soldier, Simaganicb. 
To Speak, Galcula. SAble, Negao. 

Sack, Maskimout. 
Sad, to be fad, 

Spirit, an Intelligent 
Tali lnvifible Being , M.th 

miffl. 
Sail, I fail, Pi~lfca. 
to Salute, Mackaouala. 
Say, I fay, TUa. 
He fays, fays he, ( a 

very ufual Word) 1o-
U4, 

Sea, a. great Lake with
out limits, Agankitchi· 
gamink. 

To fee, Ouahemo. 
See~, I feek, Nantaou· 

frima. 
Senfe, to have fenfe , 

NabocJac ka. 
Ship,, or GreatCanow, 

Kitchi Chiman. 
Shirt, Papakiouian. 
Shooes, Mackiftn. 
Sick, Outineou.r. 
Side, on the other fide, 

Gaamink. 
ince, Mipidach. 

To fing , Chichin.· 
Skin, Pachikin. 
Slave_, Ounckan. 
Sleep , Nzpa. 
Smoak, I fmoa Tobac-

co, Pfntakoe. ' 
To make a Smoak, 

ga/Jotl. . · 
Softly , Peccabag1. 
Sons, Nitia1 io. 

nitou~ 
Spoon, Mickouan. 
Spring-time, Mirocla-

mink. 
Star, Alank. 
To ileal, Kimoutin. 
Stockins, Hofe, Mitm, 
Stone, Affin. 
Strong , firm , harel, · 

Mafchkaoua. 
AStrong-m an, Machka-

ouejfi. 
Very firong Magat. 
Sturgeon, Fifh, Lamek. 
Sun, Kifts. · · 
Sweat, to fweat, Ma-

tot1toy. 
Sword, Si~agan. 
Surprifing , 'tis furpri .. 

fing or wonderful, Et. 
teoue. 

. T. 

TObacco, Sema. 
Take, I take, Takouan_. 
Take hold , Emanila. 
Teeth, Tibit. · 
That, Maba. 
There, that w.a.y, f1an-
. dadibi. · 
T~ere · " a~ a 

Otiatfaa :b.i. 



To Think or entertain 
an Opinion, Tilelindan. 

This, ManJa. 
This w y, T:Jnaach. 
On this fide, Undachdibi. 
Time, a long time ago, 

Chachaye, Piraouigo. 
Together, Mamaou~. 
Tongue , Outan. 
Too Little, OffameMan-

gis. 
Too much, 0./Jani. 
To Truck Tataouan. 
Truly Keket. 
A Turtle-Dove, Mimi. 
Tyr'd, I atn tyr'd, Ta-

konfi. 
w. 

A~, I walk, 7"1 .. 
;a. 

Value, it is a valuable 
hin g, Arimat. 

Water, Nibi. 
War, Nantobali. 
To make War, Nan'tou

balima. 
Warriors, Nantobalit

cbick. 
Way, or Road, Mickan. 
Well, that is well, Ou

eoiielim. 
Well, well, what then? 

:Achindach. 
Well then, T~minentien. 
What's that? Ouaneouine. 

hat has he ? Kekoua
nen. 

hence, Tanipi. 
\V:hence come ye ? Ta-

1JiJi E?:dt;ycnk. 



2 9 s . .;A fJiElionary of tne 
I {hall here content my felf in giving ~ou th 

four Tenfes of the Indicative Mood of one Verb , 
by a view of which you may form the Conjuga .. 
tion of the other Moods. 'Twere eafy to inlarge 
upon this SubjeCt ; but if I offer' d to launch out, 
the multiplicity of things that fall in the way, 
would oblige me to Write a formal Grammar. 

To love, Sakia. 

Prefent. 
I love, Nifakia. 
Thou loveft, Ki fakia. 
11e loves, Ou fakia. 
We love, Ni fakiamin. 
Ye love, Kifakiaoua. 
We and you love, Ki .. 

fakiaminaoua. . 
They love, Sakiaouak. 

Imperfect. 
I loved, Ni fakiaban. 
Thou lovd,ft,.Ki fakiaban. 
He lov' d, Ou fakiaban. 
We lov'd, Ni fakiami-

naban. 
Youlov' d,Ki fakiaouaban. 
\Ve and you lov'd, Ki-

(akiminaouaban. 
They lov' d, Sakiabanik. 

I have lov' d, Ni kifakia. 
Thou haft lov' d, Ki ki-

fakia. 
He has lov'd,Ou kifak.ia~ 
We have lov'd, Ni ki 
fakiamin. 

You have lov' J; Ki ki ... 
fakiaoua. 

We and you have lov'd, 
Ki kifakiaminaoua. 

They have lov' d, Ki[a
kiaouak. 

I fualllove, Ningafakia. 
Thou fhalt love, Ki ga
fakia. 

He fhalllove)Ougafaki~. 
We fuall love, Nin ga
fakiamin. 

You fhall love, Ki ga
fakiaoua. 

We and you !hall love, 
Ki gafakiaminaoua. 

. Ttiey fhall love, Gafa-1 
kiaouak. 

Love thou, Afakia. 
Let us love, .Afakiata. 

As for the Nouns they are not declin' d at all~ 
The plural number is form' d by a k. added to a 
fingular, ending in a Vowel, as AlifinaEe fignifies a 
M 1.n, and Alijinapek feveral Men. If the Noun 

ends 
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ends with a Confonant, the plural is form'd hy the 
addition of ik ; as Minu fignifies an Ifie and 
Miniflik Ifies i Paskiftgan a Fufee, and Pafk;};ganik 
a plurality of Fufees. 

The Algonkin way ~f Counting. 

ONe, Pegik. 
Two, Ninch. 

Three, .Niffoue. 
Four, Neou. 
Five, Naran. 
s·x, Ningoutouaffou.' 
Seven, Ninchouajfou. 
Eight, Niff ouajfou. 
Nine, Changa./Jou. 
'Ten, Mittajfou. 
Eleven, Mittaf!ou achi 

pegik. 
Twelve, Mitaffou achi 

ninch. 
Thirteen, Mitaffou acki 

ni./Joue. 
Four een, Mitajfou achi 

neou. 
Fifteen , Mitajfou achi 

naran. 
Sixteen , Mitajfou achi 

ningotouaJ!ou. 
eventeen, Mita./Jou achi 
ninchoajfou. 

Eighteeen, Mitajfou achi 
nijfouajfou. 

Nineceen, Mitaf!ou achi 
· changajfou. 
Twenty, Ninchtana. 
Twenty one, 'Ninchtana 

ar:hi ptgik. 
Twenty two, Ninchtana 

achi ninch. 
Twenty three, Nichtana 

achi nijfoue. 
Twenty four, Ninchtant~ 

achi neou. 
Twenty five, Ninchtana 

achi naran. 
Twenty fix, Ninchtana 

achi ningotouajfou. 
Twenty feven, Ninch

tana achi ninchoa./Jou. 
Twenty eight, Ninth

tana achi nijfouaffou. 
Twenty nine, Ninchta· 

na achi changa./fou. 
Thirty~ Nij]ouemitant~. 
Thirty one, Niffouemi-

tana achi pegik, &c. 
F ourty, Neoumitana. 
Fifty, Naran mita11a. 
Sixty, Ningout()Uaffou mi-

tana. 
Seventy ,Ninchoua.!Jou mi

tana. 
Eighty, Ni.ffoua/Jou mi .. 

ttma. _ 
Ninety, Changa!Jou m it a

na. 
A Hundred, Mitaf!ou mi

tana. 
A thoufand, Mit(l[fou mi-
tajfor' mita11t1. I 



f you can once count to a nunt.=lred, •tis eafy 
to count by tens from a tboufand to a hunareH 
thoufand, which number is in a manner unknown 
to the Savages, and by confequence not us'd in"' 
their Language. • · 

You muft take care to pronounce fully aU tne 
letters of the Words, and to reft upon tlie ~ 
that come at the end. The pronounciation is 
very eafy, becaufe this Language has no Guttu
ral or Palate Letters, fuch as the Spanijl1 ff Confo
nant with their G and their H, as well as d1e En
gli(h th, which puts a Foreigner's Tongue upon 
the rack. . 

I can't pafs by one curious Remark toucHing 
the Language of the Hurons and the Iroquefe ; 
namely, that it do's not ufe the Labial Eetters, 
viz. b,f, m, p. And yet the Huron's Uanguage 
appears to be very pretty, and founds admirably 
well, notwithftanding that the Hurons never fhut 
their Lips when they fpeak. 

Con1monly the Iroquefe make ufe of it in their 
}lara.ngues and Councils, when they enter upon 
a Negotiation with the French or Englifh. But in 
their Domeftick Interviews they fpeak their Mo-
ther Tongue. 

None of the Savages of Canad:z care to fpeak 
Fre-;lch, un1efs they are perfuaded that the force 
of their 'N ords will be perfectly underftood. 
They n1uft be very well fatisfied upon that Head 
before they venture to expofe thetnfelves in fpea
king their mind in French ;· abating for fome cafes 
ot neceffity, when they are in Company with 
the Coureurs de BoiJ· that do not underftand their 
Langua

0
e. _ 

To return to the Huron Language ; we n1uft 
confider that fince n ither the Hurons nor the 
Iroqurfc uf..! the Labial Letters, 'tis impoffi le for 

either 

et! 
{o 

th 
, na 

~ 
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either of 'em to learn French well. I have fpent 
four days in uying to make the Hurons pronounce 
the Labial Letters, but I could not accomplHh it; 
nay, I am of the Opinion that in ten years titne 

· they would not learn to pronounce thefe Words, 
Ban, Fils, Monjieur, Ponchartrain : For infte.ad of 
Bon they'd fay Ouon ; inftead of Fits, Rits ; in
ftead of Monjieur, Caounfteur; and in the room of 
Ponchartrain, Conchartrnin. 

I have here added fome Words of the Huron 
Language, that your curiofity may be gratified 
with a view of the difference between that and 
die Algonkin. The Hurons fpeak with a great deal of 
gravity, and almoft all their Words have afpi
rations, the H being pronounc'd as ftrong as 
poffible. 

I do not know that the Letter F is usd in any 
of the Savage Languages. 'Tis true, the EJ!a
napes and the Gnacjitares have it; hut thej are 
Seated upon the long River beyond the Mij]ijipi, 
and confequently out of the Limits of Canada. 

Some Huron Words. 

rr:i"O be a Man of 
I ' · Senfe, Hondioun. 

Spirit, Divinity, Ocki. 
Fire, Tji/fa. 
Iron, Aouif!a. 
Woman, Ontehtian. . 
Fufee, Ouraouenta. 
To be forry, Oungaroun. 
'Tis cold~ Outoirha. 
Fat~ Skoucton. 
Man, Onnonhoue. 
Y efterday, Hiorheh11. 
J efuit, Tjiftatji. 
Far, Deberen. 

Otter, Taouinet. 
Not, Staa. 
Yes, EnJa1. 
Pipe or Calumet_, Gan ... 

nondaoua. 
Near, Tomkeinhia. 
Soldiers, Skenraguette· 
To Salute, Igonoron. 
Shooes, .Arrnchiou. 
Traffick, Attendinon. 
Altogether, Tiaoundi. 
All of'em, AoHetti. 
Tobacco, Oyngotta. 
·1'is valuable, difficult, 

and 
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'Tis done, Houna: and of importance , 

Gannoron. 
To be gone, Sar~nkoua. 
Covetous, Onnonfte. 
Handfome , Proper , 

.Llkouafti;. 
Very much, Atoronton. 
That's well, Andeya. 
I Drink, .Abirrha. 
Indian Corn, Onneha. 

~ Stockins, Arrhicb. 
A Bottle, Gatfeta~ 
A brave Man, Songuitehe 

My Brother, Tatji. 
My Comrade, Tottaro~ 
Heaven, Tocndi. 
A Hutt, Honnonchia 
Hair, Eonbora • 
Captain, Otcon. 
Dog, Agnienon. 
Softly, Skenonha. 
Peace, Skenon. 
I fay, :Attatia. 
To morrow, Achetek• 
To be, Sackie. 



B 0 0 K S lately Printed , &c. 

A New Voyage to Italy, with Curiam Objerruatio.11s 
on feveral other Countries, m Germany, Swit

zerland, Savoy, Geneva, Flanders and Holland; 
together with ufeful InftrucHons for thofe who 
fhall travel thither ; by Maximilian Mi./Jon , done 
out of French ; the Second Edition , enlar~ed 
above one Third, and enriched with feveral New 
Figures ; in 2 Volumes .in 8o. 

A New Voyage to the Levant • Containing an 
Account of the n1oft Remarkable Curiofities in 
Germany, France, Italr, Malta and Turky ; with 
Hiftorical Obfervations relating to the Prefent 
and Ancient State of thofe Countries, by the 
Sieur Ja Mont, done into Englijh, and adorn~ d 
with Figures : The 3d Edition , in 8o. 

A CoOeCfion of Voyages , undertaken by the 
Dutch Eaft-Indian Company , for the Improve
ment of Trade and Navigation ; containing an 
Account of feveral Attempts to find out the 
No1'th-Eaft Paffage , and their Difcoveries in the 
Eaft-Indies, and the South-Seas; together with 
an Hiftorical Introduction, giving an Account 
of the Rife, Eftablifhment and Progrefs of that 
Great Body : Illuftrated with feveral Maps and 
Charts , in 8o. 

T>he Roman Hiftory ; from the Building of 
the City to the Removing of the Imperial Seat 
by Conflantine the Great : Containing the Space 
of 1082 Years; by Laurence Echard, Prebendary 
of Lincoln , and Chaplain to the Lord Bifhop of 
that Diocefs ; Two Volumes , in 8o. 
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