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To His Grace 

WILL 
Duke of Devorifhire, 

Lord Steward of H~r Majefty, s Houjhold, 
Lord Lieutenant of the County of Der
by, Chief}-uftice in Eyre of all Her 
Majefty,s Forefts, Cbaces, Parks, 
&c. Trent-North; One of the Lords 
of Her Majefty, s M oft Honourable 
PritVy Council, and Knight of the 
Mojl Noble Order of the Garter. 

Mv LoRD, 

Ince I had the Honour to prefent the 
King of Vennzark with the firfi Part 

of this Book, I prefume to make a Pre
fent of the Latter to your Grace. In 
making the firft Dedication, I had no 
other Inducement, than a due egard to 
the enefits I receiv-' d from His Majefiy,s 
Favour; and the fame Morive with refe
rence ~o you~ race, has prompted me 
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The Dedication. 
to make this Acknowledgen1ent of the 
undeferved Favours you kindly vouch
fafed me. 

I did not dare to launch out into the 
Praife of His :Danijh Majefl:y, who has 
a juft Title to all forts of Encomiums; 
By reafon that the little French I had, 
has been forgot among a fort of People, 
that take Panegyricks to be Affronts. 'Tis 
with the fame View, My Lord, that I 
decline the Pleafure of publifhing thofe 
difl:inguiil1ing Qualiti~s, that place Your 
Lordfhip at the Head of the 1nofl: accom
plifh' d Grandees of the World, and the 
mofl: zealous Patriots of their Country. 
1 an1, with all Gratitude and Veneration, 

My Lord, 

Tour Grace's /tr1oft Hun1ble 

.,dnd Moft Obedient Servant, 

LAHONTAN. 
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T H E 

PREFACE. 

H Aving flatter'd my felf with the vain 
Hopes of retrieving the King of France} .t 
Favottr, before the Declaration of this 

JtfTttr; I was fo far from thinking to put theje 
Letters and Memoirs to the Prejs; that I de-
jign' d. to have conzmitted 'em to the Flames, if 
that Monarch had done me the l-lot1our of rein
jlatit;g tne in my former Places, with the good 
leave of Mejfiertr s de Pontchartrain, 
* the Father a11d the Son. '~was • The (me CIJan-

. h tT' h r1 tellor of France, 'Wtt that r tew t at I negle,ted to and the other se-

put ·em in fit eh a Drefl as nzirrht cretary of State: 

b ;a dfi fi h 0 ·~~ Both of'em v .. 1jtly now e W1y!J' · or, or t e oatts ac- rich. 

tion of the Reader that gives inz-
felfthe trouble to perufl ~em. 

Betweeti the jijteenth and ftxteet;th rear of nzy 
.Age I wet;t to Canada, and there took care to 
keep ttp a co11fant Correjpondenre by Letters with 
an old Relation, who had requir'd of nze a Nar
rative of the Occttrrences of that Cottntry, ttpon 
~he Account aJ the yearly .AJfifta;;ce he gave me. 
:lis theft very Letters that make the greattjl Part 

of the fir (I Yolttnze. cJhey contaitJ atJ Accou11t 
of all,that pq(s' d between the Engliih, the French, 
the Iroquefe, atzd the other Savage N61tions, 
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from the Jear I 68 3, to I 6 _94· '.together With a 
great many curious Remarks, that may be of t~{e 
to thofe who have any K11owledge of the Englilh 
or French Colo11ies. 

~he whole is writ with a great deal of Fide
lity; for I repre(e12t things jrtft as they are. I 

neither flatter nor Jpare auy Perjo?J 
• call'd by whattoever · I attribute to the * lro-

lhe Englifh in '..! h 'Gl h h h 
New- Yonk, qucie, t e ory t ey ave pure a-
Mahak. fed on jeveral Occajio11s, tho' at the 
fame time I hate that rajcally People, as mt;,cb 
as Horns and Law-Suits. Notwithjlanding· the 
Veneration I have for the Clergy, I impute to 
them all the JYT1 f("Jt f the Iroque1e have done to 
the Fr~r,d Colonies, in the Courfe of a War that 
had never been ttndertaken.,._ if it had not been for 
the Counfils of theje pious Church-Men. 

'the Reader is de/ir' d to take notice that thi 
Yawns if New-York, are known to the French 
hy their old Names otJly, and for that f'eafon 1 
'Was ohlig' d to make u:fe of the fame in my Letters, 
as well as my Maps. They give the Name of 
New-YoTk to all that Country, that reaches 
from the Source of its River _to the ... Mouth, t.hat 
is, to the Jjland, upon which there }lands a City · 
calt' din the time of 'the Dutch, Manathe, and 
now hy the Englifi1, New-Y~ork. ln like man-
1Jer the Plantation of Albany, that lies towards 
the Head of th~ River, is call' d by the French, 
Orange. 

Farther; I would 1zot have the Reader to take 
it amifs, that the cfhoughts if the Savages ari 
fit forth i11 .'!~ European Drifs. <The Occqfton 

"I 
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of that Choice proceeded from the Relati01t I cot ... 
refponded with ; for thczt honeft Ge11tleman ri ... 
diculed the Aletaphorical Harangue of 
the * Grangula; and intreated nze not * See Letter 

to make a literal :Irary/qtioJ~ of a Lmx- 7
th. 

gttage that was fo J1ttfl' d with Fitti01tS and fo
vage H.yperboles. JCZis for this Reaj'&,J that ull 
the Dijcourfes and Argttments of thufe N~.~tio)zs, 
are here accomrnodated to the Euro~)ean Stvle 
and way of Speaking; for having cotnply'd ·wfth 
;ny Friend's Reqtteft, I contented my Jdj~in keep
ing only a Copy of the Letters I writ to him, 
during my Pilgrimage in the Country oj" theft 
naked Philofophers. 

,Twill not be improper to acqtt{lint the Reader 
hy the b)'e, that tho(e who know nzy Faul+ · u'o 
a.r little Juftice to theft People, . as th fJ do to 11h"; 

in alledging I am a Savage tny Jelj; at;d "'b(lt that 
tnakes me (peak fo favourably of rtZJ .t?e!!ow-Sa
vages. ihefe Obfervator s do nze a great deal of 
Honour, as long as they do not explain them(elves, 
fo as to 1nak.e me direftly of the fame Chcira[ler 
with that which is tack'd to the fJTord Savage by 
the Europeans in their way of' thinking: For ii.J 
jaying only that I anz of the fame :r'emper with 
the Savages, they give me, without D~(;gtt, the 
Charafter of the ho12ejiejt Man irJ the IFo,~/d. 
':!is C11J u1Jcont~fted cfrttth, that the Nc1tioJJs wbich 
are not debaucl/d by the Neighbottrhood oj: t.he 
Europeans, are Strangers to the Jr1eajHre of 
Meum and Tuum, a11d to all La·wJ, 'J~tdge. r, a11d 
Priefls. 1 his can't be call'd in !?<!_!eflirm"' (ince 
all :fra-ve!l r s that have 'Vijited thoje ountrte.)4 
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vouch for its tfrttf h; and a great matl)' of d!!ferent 
Projej!i01u, have give11 the World repeated ./!ffitr
ances that 'tis fo· Now this beit1g granted, we 

· ought not to Jcruple to believe, that theje are 
fitch wifl and reajo1za~le People. I take it, a 
Ma11 mu(l be quite blind, who does not foe that 
the Property of Goods ( 1 do not [peak of the in
grojjing of Wome11) is the only Source of all the 
Diflrders that perplex the European Societies. 
Upon that Co'!Jideration 'twill be eafj to perceive, 
that I have not JPoke wide in deflribing that 
Wi.fllom atJd .Acutenefs which fhines through the 
Words and Alti01u of theje poor Americans. If 
all the World had A ccefl to the Books of Voyages, 
that are jott11d in fotne well-flock' d Libraries, 
they would find in above a hundred Dejcriptions 
of Canada, a1z In.f!nity of Di.fcottrfes and Argu
ments qjfer' d by the Savages, which are incom
parably (Jronger, aHd more nervous than thofl 
I have inflrted in. my Memoirs. . 

.As for juch as doubt of the !HjlinEi and wo1J
derful Capacity of-Beavers, they need only to ea (I 
their Eyes upo11. the Great Map of America, 
drawn by the Sieur de Fer, and grav'd at Paris 
i11 the r~r I698· Where they will meet with 
fiveral jurprizi11g things, relati11g to theje 
.A1zimals. 

While my Book 7.Das a Printing i1t Holland, I 
was in En~land; and as foon as it appear' d, 
ft.veral Engldh Gentle1nen of~ a dijiingui(bing Me
l'tt, who u11derjla11d the French as well as their 
Mother '.Tongite, gave me to know, that they 
would be glad to fee a more ample Relation of the 

MatuJers 
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Man11er s and Cujloms of the People -of that Con
thJent, whom we call by the Name of Savages. 
:/his oblig'd me to comtnttnicate to theft Gentle
men, the Subjlance of the jeveral Conferences I 
had in that CortfJtry with a certai12 Huron, whom 
the French call Rat. While I jJay'd at that 
American's Jlillage, I imploy'd nry time very 
agreeably in makitzg a careful CollefJion of all ~is 
.Argument.s and OpitJions ; and as foon as I re
tttrtl d from my Voyage upon the Lakes q{Canada, 
I /hew' d my Mantifcript to Count Frontenac, 
who was jo pleas' d with it, that he took the 
Pains to ajftj me in digefting the Dialogues, a11d 
hringi11g them into the Order they now appear 
in: Fvr before that, they were abrupt Conferen
ces without Connexion. UpotJ the SollicitatiotJ of 
thife Engliih Gentlemen, I have put theft Dia
logues into the Hands of the Perfon who tratljlat
ed my Letters and Jlfemoirs: And if it had 11ot 
beetJ for their pre/Ji11g lnjlance.s, they had tJever 

Jeen the Light; for there are bttt few in the 
World that will judge impartially, and without 
Prepo.ifef1io1J, offome things contain' din 'em. 

I have lik.ewife intrufled the flune Trar!flator 
with fome Remarks that I made in Portugal, 
and Denmark, whe;z I fled thither from New
found-Land. 'There the Reader willnzeet with 
a Deflription of Lisbon and Copenhagen, a11d of 
the capital City of Arragon. 

:fo the :lrat~llatiotJ ef my jrjl Volume, I have 
added an excr[J Map ~[Newfound-Land, which 
was not in the Original. I have likewifl cor
reEled alnzoft all the Cuts of the Holland lm-

prej/ion, 
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prejjion, for the Dut<;h Gravers hc1d murdered 
~em, by not underjfanding their Explications, 
which were all iJZ French. cJhey have grav' d 
Women for Men, and Men for fl/omen ; naked 
Perjr11u for thofe that are cloath' d, and e contra. 
As for the Maps, the Reader will find 'en'J ~~ery 
exatl; and I have taken care to have the Trafts 
r:f my Voyages more 11icely delineated, than in the 
Origi1tal. 

I under (land hy Letters from Paris, that the 
two Mejjieur s de Pontchanrain endeavour by all 
mea12s to be revn;g'd ztpott me for the Affront they 
fty I ha·ve given ~ern in pubtijhing fome trijling 
StorieJ in my Book, tha-J ought lo hav.e been C01J

Ct'al' d. I am likewife in._fornl d, that I have rea-
for; to he apprehenjive of the Refentment of five
ral Ecclejiajlicks, ?.oho pretend I have injttlted 
God iJJ cenjuring their CondzefJ. But .fince I ex
pet1ed nothing lefi than the furious l(efentment 
both of the one and the other, when I ptJt this 
Book to the Prefl; I had time enough to arm my 
je!f frorn. rap to Toe, i11 order to made Head againjl 
J em. ''TiJ my Comfort, that I have writ 11othi11g 
but what I make good by authentick Proofs; be.-. 

.Jides, that I could not have ji1id lefs of 'em than 
I have do11e; for if I had not tied my felJ- ttp f() 

the direct Thread of m)' Dijcottrje, I could hava 
tnade Digrefjio11s, in which the Co11du8 both of 
the one and the other, -zvould have appear' d to be 
prejadicial to the Repofe ~~ the Society, a11d th; 
pttblick Good. I had Provocation enough to have 
treated 'em itJ that man11er; but my Letters be
ing addrtfl' d to a11 old bigotted R.dation oj mine, 

· w/-1o 
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who fed ttpon Devotio13, a11d dreaded the h;jlue12ce 
oft he Court; he Jlill hejeech' d me to write nothing 
to him that might dijoblige the Clergy or tbe 
Courtiers, for fear of the intercepting of my Let
ters. However, I have Advice from Paris, that 
fome Peda11t.r are Jet at Work to ldjh rr2e in writ
ing; and fo I muji prepare to jland the j3runt of 
a ShrrdJer of ./fffronts, thtit will be pour' d upon 
me in a fiw Days. But 'tis 110 matter; I am· 
fo good a Co1qjurer, that I can ward off any Storm 
from the Side of Paris. I laugh at tlieir :rhreats; 
and jince I can~t make ufe of my Sword, I' Jl wage 
War with my Pen. 

rJhis I only mention by the bye, ;, this my Pre- · 
face to the Reader whom. I pray the Heavens to 
crow1t with Projperity, in prejerving him from 
having any Bt/i.'efi to adjtifJ with moft of the 
Minijlers of' State, a11d Prieft.s; for let them be 
11ever jo faztlty, they'll jlilt he foid to be in the 
flight, till ji;ch time ~.u Anarchy be introduc' d 
amongfl us, as well as the Americans, am011g 
whom the {or rye ft Fellow thinks himfilf a better 
Man, than a Chancellor of France. 11Jefl People 
are happy in being fcreen' d from the cJricks a11d 
ShiftJ of Zv.fi12ijlers, who are always Mqfter; 
where-ever they cotne. I envy the State of a poor 
.Savage, who trampleJ upon Laws, and pays Ho
mage to no Scepter, I wijh I cottld jpe11d the 
re ft of my Life itJ his Hut, and fl be 110 longer 
expos' d to the Chagrin of hendi11g the Knee to Cl 

Set of MetJ, that (at-~rijice the publick Good to 
their private Intereft, and are horn to plague 
honejl Men. ':fb~ two Minijler s of State I have 

to 
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to do with, have been follicited in vain, by the 
Dutchefl of Lude, L~ardinal Bouillon, Count 
Guifcar, Mr. de Q!1iros, and CoutJt d' Avaux: 
Nothing cor1ld prevail, tho' all that is laid to my 
Charge, conjijJs 011/y in 11ot bearing the 4ffronts 
of a Governor, whom they protect; at a :lime 
when a httndred other Officers, who live under 
the Imputation of Crimes, infinitely greater than 
mine, are exczts'd for three Mo12ths Ab fence from 
Court. Now the Reafon is, that they give le.fs 
~arter to thofl who have the Misjortu11e to dij
pleafl the two MefJieurs de Ponchartrain, than 
to foch as aCf contrary to the King's Orders. 

But qfter all my Misfortunes, I have this to 
folace me, that I enjoy in England a flrt of Li
herty, that is not met with e!fiwhere: For one 
may jujlly foy, that of all the Countries inhabit
ed hy civiliz'd People, this alone affords the great
eft Perfeflion of Liberty. Nay, I do tJot except 
the Liberty of the Mind, for I am convinc' d, that 
the Englifh maintain it with a great deal of Ten
dernejs: So true it is, that all Degrees of Slavery 
are abhorr'd by this People, who ]hew their lf/if
dom in the Precautions they take to preverJt their 

{111king into a fatal Servitude. 
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Some NEw 

AGES 
TO 

NORTH-AMERICA~ 

T 0 ME I. 

~ E TT ER I. 

Dated at the Port of~ebec, Nov. 8. z683. 

Containing a Difcr/ptt"on of the fa!foge jron1 
France to C_anada; with flme Re111arks upo11 
the Coajls, Ghannels, &,c. and the Yariation 
qf' the Needle, 

S 1 R; 

Am furpriz'd.to find that a Voyage to the New 
World is fo formidable to thofe who are 
oblig'd to undertake it; for I folemnly protefr, 
that 'tis far from being what the World corn-

manly takes it for. 'Tis true, ~he Paffage is in 
fome meafure long ; but hen the Hopes of viewing 
an unknown Country, atones for the Tedioufnefs 
of the '\7 oyage. V/ hen we broke ground from 
Rochelle, I acquainted you with the Reafons that 
m v'd Mr. le"Fevre de la Ban'·e, Governor-General 
of Canada, to fend the Sieur Mahu, a Canadefe, to 
Fr4nce; a d t fi ti e ga you to know, 

. :ha 



i Some New Voyage 
that he had refolv'd upon the utter Deftrucrion of 
the Iroquefe, who are a very warlike and favage 
People. Thefe Barb.uians befriend the E ngli)h; 
upon the account of the Succours they receive 
fr01n 'em ; but they are Enemies to us, upon the 
Apprehenfion of being deftroy'd_ by us fome time 
or other. 'l'he General I fpoke of but now, expect
ed that the King would fend hin1 feven or eight 
hundred Men; but when we fet out from Rochelle, 
the Seafon was fo far ad va.nc'd, that our three Corn• 
panies of Marines were reckon' d a fufficient 

Venture. 
I met with nothing in our Paifage that was dif-

agreeable,. abating for a Storn1 that alarm'd us for 
fome Days, upon the Precipice of the Bank of New
found-Lan d, where the Waves fwell prodjgiouOy, 
even when the Winds are low. In that Storm our 
Frigate receiv'd fame rudeShocks from the Sea; but 
in regard that fuch Accidents are ufual in that V oy· 
age, they made no Impreffion upon the old fea
fon'd Sailors. As for my part, I could not pre
tend to that Pitch of InditTerence; for having ne
ver made fuch a Voyage before, I was fo alarm'd 
in feeing the V/ aves mount up to the Clouds, that 
I made more Vows to Neptune, than the brave ldo
-menceus did in his Return from the Wars of Cf'roy . 
. After we made the Bank, the Waves funk, and the 
Wind owindled, and the Sea became fo f1nooth 
and eafy; that we could not work our Ship. You 
can fcarce imagine what ~antities of Cod-fifh 
were catch'd there by our Seamen, in the Space of a 
Q?arter of an Hour ; for though we had thirty-two 
fathom Water, yet the Hook was no fooner at the 
Bottom, than the Fifh was catch' d ; fo that they 
h~d nothing to d? but to throw in, and take up 
without Interruption: But after all, fuch is the Mif
fortune of this Fifhery., that it does not fucceed bu 

on cert, in Ban1- ,; :vhich are co1nmo ly paft 
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· ver without ftopping. However, as we \Vere p1en. 
tifu11y cntertain'cl at the Coft of thefe Fillies, fo 
fuch of 'em as continued in the Sea, made fuffici
ent Reprifals upon the Corpfe of a Captain, and of 
feveral Soldiers, who dy'd of the Scurvy, and were 
thrown over-board three ,or four Days after. 

In the mean time the Wind veering to the Weft 
~orth-Weft, we were oblig'd to lye by for five or 
fix Days ; but after that, it chop'd to the N onh, 
anrl fq. we happily made Cape Rafe, tho' indeed oui· 
Pilots were at a Jofs to know where we were, by 
rcafon that they could not take the Latitude for 
ten or twelve Days before. You n1ay eafily ima
gine, that 'twas with great Joy that we heard one . 
of our Sailors call from the 1'op-Maft, Land, Land~ 
jufl: as Sr. Paul did when he approach'd to 11-ialtha; 
t~v ;;~;; , rnv ~F~: For you mufi: know that when rhe 
Pilots reckon they approach to Land, they ufe 
the Precaution of fending up Sailors to the T'op
Ma!l, in order to fame Difcovery; and thefe Sai
"ors are reliev~d every two Hours till Night comes, 
at which time they furl their Sails if the Land is 
not yet defcry'd: So that in the Night~ time they 
fcarce make any way. F tom this it appears how 
important it is to know the Coafi:, before you ap
proach to it; nay, the Paffengers put fuch a Va
lue upon the DifCovery, that they prefent the firfl: 
Difcoverer with fame Piftoles. In the mean time, 
you'll be plea.s'd to obferve, that the Needle of 
the Compafs, which naturally points to the North, 
turns upon the Bank of Newfound-Land, twenty
three Degrees towards d e North-Weft ; that i ::- , 
it points there a Degree nearer to the V\T eft, than 
North- Torrh- \V eft. This Rema:-k we made by 
our Compafs of r ariation. 

We defcry'd the Cape about Noon; and in order 
to confirm the Difcovery, fioo ~in upon it with all 
S ils a ofc At laft; ein a 'd tha ' as rh 
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··- Pi·omontory we 1ook'd for, an univerfal Joy wa 

fpread throughout the Ship, and the Fate of t~e 
Wretches that we had thrown over-board, was qutte 
forgot. Then the Sailors fet about the Chriftening 
of thofe who had never made the Voyage before 1 
and indeed they had done it fooner, if it had not 
been for the Death of our above-mention'd Corn pa
ll ions. The Chrifl.ening I fpeak of, is an imperti .. 
J)ent Ceremony, praB:is'd by Sea faring Men, whofe 
l:1umours are as firange and extravagant, as tht 
Element itfelf, upon which they foolifhly truft 
themfelves. By vertue of a Cuftom of old ftand
ing, they profane the Sacrament of Baptifm in an 
unaccountable Manner. Upon that OccaGon, the 
old Sailors being blacken'd all over, and difguis'd 
with Rags and Ropes, force the greener Sort that 
have never pafs'd fame certain Degrees of Lati
tude before, to fall down on their Knees, and to 
fwear upon a Book of Sea Charts, that upon all 
Occafions they will praCtiCe upon others, the fame 
Ceremony that is then made ufe of towards them, 
After the adminiftring of this ridiculous Oath, 
they throw fif[y Buckets full of Water upon their 
Head, Belly, and Thighs, and indeed, all over their 
Bodies, without any regard to Times or Seafons. 
This Piece of Folly is chiefly praCtis'd under the 
lEquator, under the 'rropicks, under the Polar 
Ctrcles:> .upon the Bank of Ne·wfound-Land; and in 
the Streights of Gibraltar, the Sund, and the Darda
nelloes. As for Perfons of Note or Character, they 
are exempted from the Ceremony, at the Expence 
of five or fix Bottles of Brandy for the Ship's Crew. 

Three or four Days after the Performance of this· 
Solemnity, we difcover'd Cape Raye, and fo made 
up to St. Laurence Bay, in the Mouth or which we 
were becalm'd for a little while; and du~ing that 
Calm, we had a c!earer and pleafanter Day, than 

ny e })ad feen 1n the Paifaae. It look'd as if 
t 
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that Day had been vouchfaf'd us by way ofReoom, 
pence for the Rains, Foggs, and high Winds, that 
we encounter'd by the Way. There we faw an 
Engagement between a Whale 
and a * Sword Fifh> at the Dif
tance of a Gun-lhot from our 
Frigate. We were perfetily 
charm'd when we faw the Sword
Fifhjump out of the Water in 
order to dart its Spear into the 
Body of the Whale, when oblig
ed to take Breath. This enter

* Efpadon, a Fifo be
twien 1 o arul 1) Foot 
long, being four Foot 
in Circumft~·mce, anJ 
having in its Snout n 
fort of Saw which is 
four Foot long, fortr 
Inches broad, and Ji:r 
LilJes thick. 

taining Show lafted at Jeaft two Hours, fometime$ 
to the Starboard, and fometimes to the Larboard 
of the Ship. The Sailors, among whom Super
ftition prevails as much as among the l!..gyptzans, 
took this for a Prefage of fome mighty Sto1 m ; buc 
the Prophecy ended in two or three Days of con
trary Winds, during which time we travers'd be
tween the Ifiand of Ne·wfound-Land, and that of 
Cape Breton. Two Days after we came in Sight 
of the Ifland of Fowls, by the I-1elp of a .N orth-Eaft 
Wind ; which drove U$ from the Mou h of St. 
Laurence Bay, to the Iflc of dnticojli, upon the Bank 
of which, we thought to have been caft away, by 
nearing it too much. In cl1e Mouth of that River 
we fell into a fecond Ci.dm, which was follow' cl by 
a contrary Wind, that· oblig'd us to lye by for 
fome Days. At laft we made Tadou..lfac, by gra
dual Approaches, and there came to an Anchor. 

rfhis River is four ~eagues broad where we then 
rode, and twtnty two at its Mouth ; but it contracts 
itfelf gradually, as it approaches to its Source. Twq 
Days after, the Wind!l:anding Eaft, we weigh'dAn .. 
char) and being favour'd by the Tyde, got fafe 
through the Channel of the Red Ifland, in which 
the Currents are apt to turn a V eifel on one Side, 
a~ well as at th.e Iila 1d of Coudrefi, which lies fame 
· . · . 3 Leagues 

/ 
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Leagues higher. But upon the Coaft of the la . 
Ii1and, we had certainly frruck upon the Ror.ks, if 
we had not drop,d an Anchor. l-Iad the Ship been 
caft away at that Place, we might eaGly have fav'd 
our felves: But it prov'd fo, that we were mor; 
afraid th~n hurt. Next Morning we weighed with 
a fref11 Gale from the Eafl:, and the next Day after 
pime to an Anchor over againft Cape 'laurmente, 
where we had nqt above two Leagues over, tho' 
~t th.e fame time 'tis a d~ngerous Place to thofe who 
~re unacquainted with the ChanneL From thence 
we had but feven Leagues failing to the Port of S?{ue~ 
~ec, where we now ride at Anchor. In our Paffi1ge 
from the red Ii1and to this Place, we faw furh Floats 
pflce, and fo much Snow upon the Land, that we 
were upon the Point of turning back for France, 
tho' we were not then above thirty Leagues off our 
~eGred Port. We were afraid of being ftop'd by 
the Ice, and fo loft; but t~unk God we 'fcap'd. 

We have receiv'd advice, that the Governor has 
~nark'd out ~arters for our Troops in fome Vil
~ages or Cantons adjacent to this City; fo that I 
am oblig'd to prepare to go ~ilioar, and therefore 
~1uft n1ake an end of this Letter. I cannot as yet 
o-ive yon any Account of the Country, excepting 
that 'tis alreaJy mortally cold. As to rhe River~ I 
mean to give you a more ample :Pefcription of it:, 
vhen I ccme to know it better. vVe are inform
ed that Mr. de la Salle is juH: return'·d from his 
'Travels, which he underro.ok upon the DiiCovery 
~fa great River that falls into .the Gulf of Mexico; 
!.nd that he imbarques To-morrow for France. 
1-·le is pe~fectly well acqqainted with Canada, and 
for that reafon you ought to vifit him if you ; 
~o Paris ~his :Vinter. l am, ' 

0 
·· 
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L E .T T ER IJ. 

Pated at the Canton of Beaupre, May 2. 1684-e 

Containing a Defiript-ion of the Plantations of 
Canada, and tbe 112anner in whz'c.h they were 
/irfl .form' d: As aljo an Account ~f the 'Tra'!f
portation of JVhores .from France to that 
Country; together with tl f:.-ie·w oj its Climate 
and Scil. 

SIR, 

A S foon as we landed I aft Year, Mr. de la Bar re 
lodg'd our three Companies in fome Cantons 

or ~Jarters in the Neighbourhood of Qjtebec. The 
Planters call thefe places Cotes, which in France 
fignifies no more than the Sea-Coaft; tho' in this 
Country where the Names of crown and Village are 
un <.nown, that V\T ord is made ufe of tu exprefs a 
Seignory or Manor, the Houfes of which lie at: 
the Difi:ance of two or three hundred Pace one 
from another, and arc feared on the Brink of the 
River of St. Laurence. In e~unefr, Sir, the Boors 
of thofe Manors live with more Eafe and Conveni
~ncy, than an lnfi.nity of the Gentlemen in France. 
I am out indeed in calling 'em Boors, for that 
Name is as little known here as in Spain; whether 
it be that they pay ne Taxes, and (njoy the Liberty 
of Hunting and Fi.!hing ; or that tl e Eafinefs of 
their Life, puts 'em upon a Levd with the Nobi. 
lity. The poor eft of them have 
fourt ArpentsofGround in Front, 
and thirty or forty in Depth: The 
whole Country being a continued 
F'oreftof lofty Trees, the Stumps 
• I ' 

4 

t A11 Arpent is a Spot 
of Ground colUttinillg 
1 oo Pfrches Jquare, 
ench of "Jl'hich is eigh
teen. Foot long. 
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of which mufl: be grub'd up, before they can ma~~ 
ufe of~ Plough. 'Tis true, this is a troublefon1e 
and chargeable Task at firft; but in a lhort Time 
after they maf{e up their Loffes; for when the Vir. 
gin Ground, is capable of receiving Seed, it yiel~s 
an Increafe to the Rate of an hundred-fold. Corn is 
there fown in May, and reap'd about the middl~ 

, of September. Inftead' of threfhing the Slleafs in the 
Field, they convey 'em to Barns, where t~ey lie 
till the coldefi Seafon of tLe \Vinter, at which 
time the Grain is more eafily difengag'd from the 
E~r. In this Country they 1ikew1fe fow Peafe, 
which are much efteem'd in France. All forts of 
Grain are very cheap here, as well as Butcher~ 
Meat and Fowl. The Price of Wood is almoft 
nothing, in comparifon with the Charge of its Car~ 
riage, which after all is very inconfiderable. ' 

M oft of the· Inhabitants are a free fort of People 
that temov'd hither from France, and brought with 
'em but little Money to fet up withal : The reft 
are thofe who were Soldiers about thirty or forty 
Years ago, at which time the Regiment of Carig
rzan w·as broke, .and they exchang'd a Military Poft, 
for the Trade of Agriculture. Neither the one nor 
~he other pay'd any thing for the Grounds they 
po!fefs, no more than the Officers ofthefe Troops, 
who mark'd out to themfelves, certain Portions of 
unmanur'd and woody Lands; for this vaft Con .. 
tinent is nothing elfe than one continued Ford!. 
The Governors General 2llow'd the Officers three 
or four Leagues of Ground in1~ront, with as much 
Pepth as they pleas'd; and at the fame Time the 
Officers gave the Soldiers as much Ground as they 
pleas' cl, upon the Condition of the Payment of a 
Crown per Arpent, by way of Fief. 

After the Reform of thefe Troops, feveral Ship~ 
y.rere fent hither from Franu, with a Caraoe of 
Wo~~~ of an ordi~~ary Reputation, pnder fhe Di~ 

' · · · rection 
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reB:ion of fome old ftale Nuns, who rang'd them 
tn three Claffes. The V eftal Virgins were heap'd 
up, (if I may fo fpeak) one above another, in 
three different Apartments, wher-e the Bride
grooms fingled out their Brides, ju·ft as a Butcher 
does an Ewe from amongft a Flock of Sheep. In 
thefe three Seraglio's, there was fuch Variety and 
Change of Diet, as cou ld fatisfy the moft whimfi ... 
cal Appetites; for here was fome big, fome little, 
fome fair, fome brown, fome fat and feme meagre. 
In fine, there was fuch Accommodation, that 
every one might be fitted to his 1\1ind : Arxl in
deed the Market had fuch a Run, that in fifteen 
Days time, they were all difpos'd of. I am told~ 
that the fa •teft vyent off beft, upon the Appre
henfion that thefe being Iefs active, would keep 
truer to their Ingagements, and hold out better 
againft the nipping Cold of the vVinter: But af .. 
ter all, a great tnany of the He-Adventurers found 
themfelves miftaken in their Meafurcs. However, 
let that be as it will, it affords a very curious Re
mark; namely, That in fome P~rts of the World, 
to which the vicious European Women are tran( ... 
parted, the Mob of thofe Countries does ferioufiy 
believe', that their Sins are fo detac'd by the ridi
culous Chriftening I took notice of before, that 
·they are look'd upon ever after as Ladi·es of Vir
tue-, of Honour, and of untarnifh'd Conduct of 
Life. · The Sparks that wanted to be n1arried, 
made their .Add reffes to the above-mentioned 
Governeffes, . ro whom they were oblig'd to give 
an Account of their Goods and Eftates, before 
they were ·allow'd to make their Choice in the 
three Seraglio7s. After the Choice Wali dt·termin'd, 
the .tvlarriage was concluded upo~ the Spot, in the 
Frefence of a ·Prieft, and a publick Notary; and 
the next Day the Governor-Genqral befiow'd up
c:n the married Couple, a Bull, a Cow, a Hog, a 

Sow:. 
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Sow a Cock, a Hen, two Barrels of fait Meat, and 

' eleven Crowns ; together with a certain 
*.Horns. Coat of Arms call'd by the Greeks* x.~grt.7d.. 

,.fhe Officers having a nicer Tafte than the 
Soldiers, made their Application to the Daughters 
of the anci::nt Gentlemen of the Country, or 
thofe. of the richer fort of Inhabitants; for you 
know, that Cana'da has been poffefs'd by the French 
above an hundred Years. . 

In this Country every one lives in a good and a 
~ell .. furnifh'd Houfe; and moft of the Houfes are 
ofWood, and two Stories high. Their Chimnies 
are very large, by reafon of rhe prodigious Fires 
t~ey make to guard themfelves from the Cold, 
which is there beyond all meafure, from the Month 
pf December, to that of April. During that Space 
of time, the River is always frozen over, not
~ithfianding the Flowing and Ebbing of the Sea; 
~nd .the Snow upon the Ground, is three or four 
foot deep; which is very ftrange in a Country 
that lies in the Latitude of forty-feven Degrees, 
:and fon~e odd Minutes. Moft People impute the 
extraordinary Snow to the number of Mountains, 
with which this vaft Continent is replenifh'd. 
Whatever is in t 1at matter, I m ufl: take notice of 
one thing, that feems very ftrange, namely, that 
tne Summer J)ays are longer here than a~ Paris. 
The \Veather is then fo clear and ferene, that in 
~hree \Veek" time you Ihall not fee a Cloud in the 
Hqrizon. I hope to go to <~ubec with the firft Op
portnnity ; for I have ()rders to be in a Readinefs 
~o~mba~que within fifteen Days for MmzreaJ, whic~ 
Js the Ctty of this Country, that lies fartheft up 
~::>wards the Head of t~1e River. I am, 

S I R, 

To:j,rs, &c. 
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L E T T E R Ill. 

Dated at !!2.z.tebec May 15. 1684. 

Containing an ample Dejcr£ption of the City of 
Quebec, and of the Ijland of Orleans. 

SIR, 

BEfore I fet out for Monreal, I had the Curio
fity to view the Hland of Orleans, which is 

feven Leagues in length, and three in Breadth: 
It extends from over-againft Cape Tourmente, to 
~ithin a League apd a half of S?2Jtebec, at which 
Place the River divides itfdf into two Branches. 
The Ships fail through the South Channel ; for 
the N orrh Channel is fo foul with Shelves and 
Rocks, that the fmall Boats can only pafs that way. 
The Ifland belongs to a General Fanner of France, 
who would make out of it a thouf: nd Crowns of 
yearly Rent, if himfelf had the Management of it. 
sTis furrounded with Plan tat" ons, that produce 
all forts of Grain. ' 

!!2J:ebec is the Metropolitan of N-ew-France, being 
almoft a League in Circumference; it lies in the 
Latitude of 47 Degrees, and I 2 Minutes. The 
Longitude ofthis Place is uncertain~ lS well as that 
9f feveral other Countries, with the Leave of the 
Geographers, that re~kon you up I 200 Leagues 
rom Rochelle to §2Jtebec, without taking the Pains to 

meafure the Courfe: I-Iowever, I am fure that it 
lles but at too great aDi!l:ance from France, for the 
Ships that are bound hither; for their Pafrage com
monly lafts for two Months and a half, whereas: 
the homeward bound Ships may in 30 or 40 Days 
f;.\i1ing, eafily ma~e the Belle Ifle, which is the 
1 1 
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fureft and m~ ufual Land, that a Ship makes 
upon a long v·oyage. The Reafon of this Diffe
rence, is, that the Winds are Eafterly for 100 

Days of the Year, and W efterly for 260. 

Izyebec is divided into the upper and the lower Ci
ty. The Merchants live in the latter, for the Con· 
veniency of the Harbour ; upon which they have 
buift very fine Houfes, three Story high, of a fort 
of Stone that's as hard as Marble. The upper or 
high City is full as popu1ous, and as well adorn'd 
as the lower. Both Cities are commanded by a 
Cail:Ie, that il:a~ds upon the higheft Ground. This 
Caftle is the Refidence of the Governors, and 
affords them not only con~enient Apartments, but 
the nobleil: and m oft extenfi ve ProfpeB: in the 
World. :Y2.!febec wants two effential things, namely, 
a Key ·and ' F~rtifications; though both the one 
and the other might' be eafily made, confidering 
the Conveniency of Stones lying upon the Spot. 
'Tis.incompafs'd with feveral Springs, of the ben: 
frefh Wa~er in the World, which the Inhabitants 
draw out of Wells ; for they are fo ignorant of 
the Hydroftaticks, that n~t one of 'em knows 
how to conve'y the Water to certain Bafins, in 
order to raH'c either flat or fpouting Fountains. 
Thofe who iive on the River-fide, in the lower 
City, are not half fo much pinch'd with the Cold, 
as the Inhabitants of the U ppe~; ~efides that the 
former have a peculiar Conveniency of tranfport
ing in Boats, Corn, \Vood, and other Neceffaries, 
to the very Doors of their Houfes: But as the latter 
are more expos'd to the njuries of the Cold, fo 
they enjoy the Bepefit a'nd Pleafure of a cooler 
Summer. The way which leads frotn the one 
City to the other, is pretty broad,' and adorn'd 
with Houfes on each fide; only 'tis a little fteep. 
fi!Jtebec ftands upon a very uneveh Ground ; and its 
I-Ioufes are not u iform. The Intendant li.ves in a 

Bottom, 
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Dotcom, at fome fmall Diftance from the Side of a 
little Riveri which by joyning the River of St. 
Laurence, coops up the City in a right Angle. His 
Houfe is the Palace in which the Sovereign Coun
cil affembles four times a Week; and on one fide 
of which, we fee great Magazines of Ammuni
tion and Provifions. There are fix Churches in the 
High City: The Cathedral confifts of a Bilhop, 
and twelve Prebendaries, who live in common in 
the Chapter-Houfe, the Magnificence and Archi
teCture of which is truly wonderfuL Thefe poor 
Priefts are a very good fort of People ; they con
tent themfelves with bare Neceifaries, and meddle 
with nothing but the Affairs of the Church, where 
the Service is perform'd after the Roman way. The 
fecond Church is that of the Jefuits, which ftands 
in the Center of the City; and is a fair, ftately, 
and well lighted Edifice. The great AltaroftheJe
fuits Church, is adorn'd with four great Cylindrical 
Columns of one Stone ; the Stone being a fort of 
Canada Porphyry, and black as Jet, without either 
Spots or V dns. Thefe Fathers have very conve
nient and large Apartments, beautify'd with plea 
fant Gardens, and feveral Rows of Trees, which 
are fo thick and bufby, that in Summer one might 
take their Walks for an Ice-Hou \e: And indeed 
we may fay without ftretching, that there is Ice 
not far from 'em, for the good Fathers are never 
without a Referve in two or three Places, for the 
cooling of their Drink. Their College is fo fmall~ 
that at the beft they have fcarce fifty Scholars at a. 
Time. The third Church is that of the Recolletl:~, 
who, through the In terceffion of Count Frontenac, 
obtain'd Leave of the King to build a little Cha
pel (which' I call a Church ;) notwithftanding the 
Remonftranccs of Mr. de Laval our Bi!hop, who, 
in Conct>rt with the J efuits, us'd his utmoft Efforts 
for ten Years together to hii?-der it. Before the 

building 
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building of this _Chapel, they li~'d in a littl~ H?· 
fpital that the Bdhop had order d to be bUilt for 
"em; and fome of 'em continue there ftill. The 
fourth Church is that of the Urfelines, which has 
been burn'd down two or three times, and ftill re
built to Advantage. The fifth is that of the 
Hofpital-Order, who take a particular <;are of the 
Sick, tho' themfel ves are poor, and but tlllodg'd. 

The Sovereign Council is held at ftue
t See the bee. It confifts of twelve Counfe11ors of 
Explication t Capaly de Jpada, who are the fupream 
Table. Judicature, and decide all Caufes with
out Appeal. The Intend ant claims a Right of be
ing Prefident to the Council ; but in the J uftice
Hall the Governor-General places himfelf fo as 
to face him, the Judges being fet on both Sides of 
them ; fo that one would think they are both Pre
fidents. While Monfieur de Frontenac was in Ca
nada, he laugh'd at the pretended Precedency of 
the Intendants; nay, he ufed the Members of that 
Affembly as roughly as Cromwell did the Parlia 
ment of England. At this Court every one pleads 
his own Caufe, for Sollicitors or Barrifters never 
appear there; by which means it comes to pafs, 
that Law-Suits are quickly brought to a Period, 
without demanding Court Fees or nny other 
Charges from the contending Parties. T'he Judges, 
who have but four hundred Livres a Year from 
the King, i1ave a Difpc.mfation of not wearing the 
Robe and the Cap. Befides this Tribunal, we 
have in this Country a Lieutenant-General, both 
Civil and Military, an Attorney- Genera), the 
Great Provoft, and a Chief J uftice in Eyre. 

The way of travelling in the Winter, whether 
in Town or Country, is that of Sledges drawn by 
Horfes; who are fo infenG&Te of the Cold,- that 
I have feen fifry or fixty of 'em in ]a11uary and Fe.,. 
bruary ftand in the Snow up to tl c!r Breaft, in the 
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n1idft of a Wood, without ever offering to go near 
their Owner's Houft. In the Winter~time they 
travel from f<!jebec to jVfonreal upon the Ice, the 
H.iver being then frozen over ; and upon that Oc
cafion thefe Sledges will run you fifteen Leagues a 
Day. Others have their Sledges drawn by t \'O 

Mafl:iff Dogs, but then they are longer by th 
Way. As for their way of travelling in Summer, 
I fhall tranfmit you an Account of it, when 1 come 
to be better inform'd. I am told that the People 
of this Country will go a thoufand Le,lgues in 
Canoes of Bark; a Defcription of which you n1a 
expeCt, as foon as I have made ufe of 'em. The 
Eafterly Winds prevail here commonly in theSpring 
and Autumn ; and the W efierly have the Afcen
dant in Winter and Summer. Adieu, Sir: I mufl: 
now make an end ot my Letter, for my Matter 
begins to run fhort. All I can fay, is, that as foon 
as I am better infi:ruCted in what relates to the 
Commerce, and the Civil and Eccleflafi:ical Go
vernment of the Country, I'll tranfmit you fuch 
exact Memoirs of the fame, as fhall give you full 
Satisfaction. Thefe you may expect with the fir!l: 
Opportunity ; for in all Appearance our Troops 
will return after the Conclufion of the C~tmpaign 
that we are now going to make in the Country of 
the Iroquefe., under the Command of A1oJ~jieur dt 
la Barre. In feven or eight Days time I mean· t 
imbark for Monreal; and in the mean time a::1 
going to make a Progrefs to the Villages of Scilleri, 
of Saut de la Chaudiere, and of Lorete, which are 
inhabited by the Abenakis and the llurons. rfhefe 
Places 'are not above three or four Leag· es off; 
fo that I may return with Eafe next Week. As 
for the Manners of the ·eople, I cannot pretend 
to defcribe 'em fo focn; for a juH: Obfe .. vation 
and nowledge of thefe things cannot be com
pafli'd ~·thout ime I have been t 1is Y\7inter at 

hunting 
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Yhunt-ing with thirty or forty young Algonkins, who 
were well-made clever Fellows. My Defign in 
accompanying them, was·, to learn their Lan
guage, which is mightily efteem'd in this Coun
try ; for all the other Nations for a thoufand 
Leagues round (excepting the lroquefo ~nd the 
Hurons) underftand it perfectly well; nay, all 
their refpetl:ive Tongues come as near to this, as 
the Portuguefe does to the Spanijh. I have already 
made my-felfMafter of fome Words with a great 
deal of Facility; and they being mightily pleafed 
in feeing a Stranger ftudy their Tongue, take alt 
imaginable Pains to inftrutl: me. I am, 

SIR, 

Tours, &c. 

,. 
LETtTER lV; 

Dated at Monreal, June 14. 1684. 

Containing a brief Defcription of the Habitationi 
of the Sa"vages in the Neighbourhood of Que..: 
bee: Of the River of St. Lawrence, &c. as 
far up as Monreal: Of a curious way of fijh
ing Eels; and of the Cities of Trois Rivieres 

and Monreal: :tOgether with an 
• Coureurs de Account of the ConduCl if the* Fo-
Bois. Seethe Ex- afJ R p d'' 
plication Table. re.P angers or e tars. 

SIR, 

BEfore my Departure from Q,uebec, I vi.fited the 
adjacent Villages inhabited by the Savages. 

The Village of Lorete is peopled by two hundred 
ami lies 
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tnilies of Eiztrous, who were converted to Chrifiia-
nity by the J cfuits, though with a great deal of 
ReluCtancy. The Villages of Sillery, and ofSaut de 
la Chaudiere, are compos'd of three hundred Fami
lies of Abeuakts, who are likewife Chri11ians, and 
among wht m the Jefuits h1ve fettled l\'Iiffionaries. 
I return' d to !}(jtel·cc time enough, and im barqued 
under the Conduct of a 1.\tiafier, that would rather 
have had a Lading of Goods, than of Soldiers. The 
North-Eafr vVinds wafted us in five or fix days to q;oiJ 
Rivieres, which is the Name of a fmall City,feated at 
the difiance of thirty Lea{iues frorn hence. That City 
derives its Name from three Rivers, that fpring from 
one Channel, and after continuing their Divifioi1 for 
fome Space, re-unite into a joint Stream, that falls in
to t~c River of St. Latrreuce, about half a quarter of a 
League below the 1'own. Had we fail'd all Night, the 
Tides would have carry'd us thither in twoDays time, 
but in regard that the River is full of Rocks and 
Shelves, we durfr not venture upon it in the dark; fo, 
we came to an Anchor evety Night, \vhich did not at 
all difplea{e me; for in the courie of thirty Leagues; 
(notwithfi:anding the Darknefs of the Night) it gave 
me an Opportunity of viewing an infinite number 
of Habitations on each Side of the River, which are 
t1ot above a l\1usket-Shot diflant one from another" 
~rhe Inhabitants that are fettled between Jf!tebec 
and fifteen Leagues higher, diverted me very agt•ee
ably with the fifhing of Eels. At low Water 
they flretch out Hurdles to the loweft \Vater-
Mark ; and that Space of Ground being then dry 
by the Retreat of the Water, is cover'd over, and 
fhut up by the I-lurdles. Between the I-lutdles they 
place at certain Difrances Infituments cal]'d Ruches, 
from the Refemblat1ce they bear to a Bee-hi'\TC; be.o 
fides Baskets and little !'Jets belag'd upon a Pole, 
vhich they call Bouteux, and Bouts de cf2_ltiervres. Then 
.~.hey let all fiand in this fafhion for three l\1onths in 
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the Sprina and two in the Autumn. Now as of. b' ten as the Tide comes in the Eels looking out for 
fhaHow I) laces~ ;tnd making tO\\'ards the Shodr, croud 
in among the rlurdles, which hinder 'cm afterwards 
to retire with the Ebb-water; upon that they are 
f0rc'd to bury themfelycs in the abovep1entioned 
Engines, \ hirh ;tre fomctimes fo ovcr-cram'd, that 
they breZ~k. \V hen 'tis low Water, the Inhabitants 
take out thefe Eels, which are certainly the biggefi, 
and the longeft in the v\'orld. 'f hey fa1t them up in 
Barrels, where they'll keep a whole Year without 
ipoiling: And indeed they give an admirable Relifh 
in all Sauces ; noy, there's nothing that the Coun
cil of c.GJttdcc defires more, than that this Fiiherv '-' .. 
fhould be equally plentiful in all Years. 

cfrois Rirt~ieres is a little paltry Town, feated in the 
J .... atitude of forty-fix Degrees ; 'tis not fortified 
neither with Stone, nor Pales. The River to which 
it owes its Name, takes its Rife an hundred Leagues 
to the North-\V eft, from the greatefi Ridge ofl\1oun
tains in the Univcrfe. The Algonk.ius who are at 
prefent an Erratick Sort of Savages, and, like the 
.. t11abs, have no fettled Abode; that People, I fay, 
feldom firaggle far from the Banks of this Ri v<1!r, 
upon which they have excellent Beaver-hunting. In 
former times the Jroquefe cut off three fourths of that 
Nation; but they have not dar'd to renew their In
curfions, fince the French have peopled the Coun
tries that lie higher up upon the River of St. Lau
'Y'CUce. I call'd Cfrois Rt'Vieres a little Town, with refe
~ence to the Paucity of the Inhabitants; though at 
the fame time they are very rich, and live in fi:ately 
Houfes. The King has made it the Refidence of 
a Governor, who would die for Hunger, if he 
did not trade with the Natives for Beavers, when 
his finall Allowance is out : Befides, a Man that 
Would live there, mufi: be of the like Temper with 
a Dog, or at leaft he muft take Pleafure i~ fcratch-

ing 
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ing his Skin, for the Fleas are there more nume• 
rous than the Grains o£ ..;and. I am inform' d, that 
the Natives of this Plate make the befi: Soldiers in 
the Country. 

Three Leagues higher we enter'd St Peter's Lake, 
which is fix Leagues long, and had Difficulty enough 
in croffing it ~ for the frequent Calms oblig'd us to 
cafi: Anchor feveral times. It receives three or 
four Rivets that abound with Fifh ; upon the 
Mouth of \\ hich, I defcry'd with my Telefcope 
very fine Houfes. Towards the Evening we faiJ'd 
out of that Lake with a frefh Eafterly Gale; and 
though we hoifted up all our Sails, the Current run 
fo fl:rong againft us, that 'twas three Hours before 
we could make Sore!, which was two fmall Leagues 
off. Sore! is a Canton of four Leagues in Front, 
in the Peighbourhood of which, a certain River 

·conveys the 'v\' aters of Champlain Lake, to the Ri
ver of St. Laureuce, after having form'd a \\later-fall 
cf two Leagues at Ch11mbti. Though we reckon but 
eight Leagues from Soret to Jr!onreal, yet we fpent 
three Days in failing between 'em; by reafon partly 
of !lack Winds, and partly of the Strength of the 
Currents. In this Courfe we faw nothing but 
lflands ; and both·Sides of the River all along, from 
J0,tebec to this Place, are fo repienifh'd with Inhabi.; 
tants, that one may jnftly call 'em two continued 
Villages of fixty Leagues in Length. 

This Place, which goes by theN arpe of Vdlemarie; 
or Moureal, lies in the Latitude of forty five De
grees, artd fome Minutes; being feated in an lfland 
ofthe fame Name, which is about five Leagus broad, 
aed fourteen Leagues long. The Directors of the 
Seminary of St. Sulpititts at Paris., are the Proprietor 
of the Ifland, and have heNomination of a Bailiff, and 
feveral other MagiH:rates ; nay, in former Times they 
had the Privilege of nominating a Governor. This 
li tle Town lies all open without any Fortification 
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either of Stone or vVood: But its Situation is fo ad
vantageous, notwithfianding that it fiands upon an 
uneven and fandy Ground, that it might eafily be 
made an impregnable Poft. The River of St. Lau
'rence., which runs jufi by the Houfes, on one Side 
of this To\vn, i~ not navigable further, by Reaion 
of its Rapidity; for about half a Quarter of a 
l .. eague higher, 'tis full of rapid Falls, Eddies, E3c. 
l\Ir. Perot the Governor of the Town, Vv ho has 
but a thouf:1nd Crowns a Year Salary ; has rn1de 
fuift to get fifty thoufand in a few Years, by tra
ding with the Savages in Skins and Furs. The 
Bailiff of the Town gets but little by his Place, 
no more than his Officers : So that the Merchants 
are the only Perfons that make Money here ; 
for th~ Savages that fi·equent the great Lakes of 
Canada, come down hither alrnoft every Year with 
a prodigious Quantity of Beavers Skins, to be given 
in Exchange for Arms, Kettles, Axes, Knives, 
and a Thoufa11d fuch Things, upon which the Mer
chants clear tv .. o hundred per Cent. Commonly the 
Governor-General comes hither about the Time of 
their coming down, in order to ilia re the Profi", 
and receive Prefents from that People. The Ped
lers caH'd Coureurs de Bois, export from hence every 
Year feveral Canows full of Merchandife, which 
they difpofe of among all the Savage Nations of the 
Continent, by way of Exchange for Beaver 
Skins. Seven or eight Days ago, I faw twenty five 
or thirty of thefe Canows return with heavy Car
goes; each Canow was manag~d by two or three 
Men, and carry'd twenty hundred Weight, i. e. for
ty Packs of Beaver Skins, which are worth and hun
dred Crowns a piece. Thefe Canows had been a 
Year and eighteen Months out. You would be 
amaz'd if you faw how lewd thefe Pedlers are when 
they .return ; how they feaft and game, and how 

rod1gal they are, not on! y in their Cloaths, but 
upoo 
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ttpon \V omen. Such of)em as are married, have 
the \Vifdom to retire to their own Houfes; but the 
Batchdors a Cl: jufi: as our Eafl· India- Men, and Pi
rates are wont to do ; for they lavi(h, eat, drink, 
and pia y all away as long as the Goods hold out ; 
and when thefe are gone, they e'en fell their Em
broidery, their Lace, and their Cloaths. This done, 
they are forc'd to go upon a new Voyage for 
SubGfi:ance. 

The Directors of the Seminary of St. Su!pitius, 
take care to fend l\1iffionaries hither from Time to 
Time, \\'·ho live under the Direction of a Superior, 
that is very much refpected in the Country. They 
have Apartments allotted for 'em in a ftately, great, 
and pJeafant HoufeJ built of Free-ftone. This 
Houfe is built after the 1\.fodel of that of St. S'ut
pice at Paris; and the Altar fiands by itfelf, juft 
like that at Paris. Their Seignoriesor Cantons that 
lie on the South-fide of the Hland, produce a con .. 
fiderable Revenue; for the Piantations are good, 
and the Inhabitants are rich in Corn, Cattle, Fowl, 
and a thoufand other Commodities, for which they 
find a Mercat in the City : But the North Part of 
the Hland lies wafte. Thefe Directors would never 
fuffer the Jefuits or Reco!Iects to difplay their 
Banners here ; though 'tis con jeB:ur' d, that at the 
long run they'll be fore' cl to confent to it. At the 
Diftance of a League from the Town, I faw at the 
Foot of a 1\1ountain, a Plantation of Iroquefe Chri
fiians, who are infi:ructed by two Priefrs of the Or
der of Sulpitius; and I'm inform'd of a larger and 
more populous Plantation on t'other Side of the Ri~ 
ver, at the Diftance of two Lelgues from hence, 
which is took Care of by Father Bruyas the J efuit. 
I hope to fet out from hence, as foon as !vlr. de la 
Barre receives A ~vice from Ftal)ce ; for he defigns to 
leave ~1ebec upon the Arrival of the firft Ship. I 
refolve to go to Fort Frontetzac, upon the Lake that 
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goes by the fame Name. If I may credit thofe who 
have been formerly in ACtion againft the Jroquefe, 
I fhall be able upon my Return from this Campaign, 
to inform you of fome Things th;lt will feern as 
ftrange to you, as they w ·n be difagreeable to m -
felf. I am, · 

SIR, 

Tours, &c. 

LETTER V. 

pated at Jrfonreat, ]ttne I 8, I 684-. 

In which is contain'd a jhort Accou11t ~f the Iro
quefe, with a f/it:'W of' the ff/ar and Peace tbey 
mctde with the French, and of tbe lvieans by 
which it was brought abottt. 

S I R, 

I \V rote to you but four Days ago, and did not thi.nk 
to have heard from you io foon ; but this Nlorn

in g I met with a very agreeable Surprifal, in receive
ing a Packet addrefs'd to me by your Brother. You 
may be fure I was infinitely well pleas'd, in being 
given to underfl:and what has pafs'd in Europe fince I 
left it. The Knowledge of the Affairs of Europe is 
comfortable to one that's doom'd to another World, 
fuch as this is, and I cannot but acknowledge my
felf infinitely indebted to you, for the Exatlnefs of 
your Intelligence. Inafmuch ·as you require of 
me an Account of the Iroquefe, and would have me 
to prefent you with a jufi: View of their Temper 
and Government ; I would willingly fatisfy and 
oblige you in that, or any ot Point: But in Re-

gard 
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gard that I am o lig'd to fet o 1t for Fort .ri'rontenac 
the Day after To-morrow, I have not Time to in
form myfclf of Things, or to cor fult thofe who 
have been in the Country be£.)re: So that all I caa 
do at prefent, is only to acquaint you witt y:h t I 
have Jearn'd this \Vinter, from Pcrfons that have 
iojourn'd twenty Years among 'cm. As foon as I 
have an Opportunity of inlarging my Kno\vledge 
1pon that I 'cad, by a more immediate Convcrfat~on 

with t 1emfelves, you may aifure yourielf that I'U 
impart it to you. In the mean time, be pleas' cl to 
accept of what follows. 

Thefe Barbatir111s are drawn up in five Cantons, 
not unlike thofe of the S-;.viffes. Tho' theie Can
tons are all of one Nacion, and united in one joint 
Intcreft, yet they go by different Names, ~iz. the 
g'{o;zoutouans, th~ Goyog~oans, the Omwtag,ues, the 
Onoyouts, and the A_~1zies. Their Language is almofl: 
the fame; and the five Villages or Plantations in which 
they Jive, lie at the DiH:ance of thirty Leagues one 
from another, being all feated near the South fide 
of the Lake of 01ttario, or of F:-o1ztenac. Every Year 
the five Ca.1tons fend Deputies to affift at the U ni
on Feaft, and to fmoak in the great Calumet, or Pipe 
of the five Nations. Each Village or Canton con
tains about fourteen thoufand Souls, i. e. ISOo that 
bear Arms, 2ooo Superannuated !vfcn, 4ooo \V o
lnen., 2ooo l\1aids, and 4ooo Children: Tho' indeed 
fame will tell you, that each Village has not above 
I oooo or I I ooo Souls. Tltere has been an Alr 1ce 
of long ftanding between thefe N atioas and the 
Eugl~(b, and by trading in Purrs toN e:w-York, they 
are fupply'd by the E1Zgli./h with Arms, Ammuni
tion, and all other N eceffaries, at a cheaper rat-e th2n 
he French can afford 'em at. They ha re no othe 

Confideration fhr England or France., th:ln :vhat de
pends upo 1 the Occafion they ha\7 C for the Commo

ities of thefe two ati?ns; though after all hey 
CTj~'e 



give an Over-purchafe; for they pay for them our 
times more than they are worth. They laugh at 
the I'v1enaces of our Kings and Governors, for they 
have noN et ion of Dependance, nay, he very Vl ord 
is to them infupportable. They look upon them
felves as Sovereigns, accountable to none but God 
alone, whom they cail :the great Spirit. They wa
ged \Var with us almofi always, from the firft Set
tlement of our Colonies in Canada, to the firfi. Years 
of the Count of Frontenac' s Government. l'tfeffiettrs 
de Courj'el!es, and de c_/raci, both of 'em Governors
General, made 1-lead againfi the Agnies upon the 
Champlai;z Lake, in Winter as well as in Sum .. 
mer; but they could not boafi: of any great Suc
cefs. They only burnt their Villages, and carry'd 
off fame hundred of their Children, of whom the 
above-mention' cl lorquefe Chriil:ians are fprnng. 'Tis 
true, they cut off ninety or an hundred Warriors; 
but in Compenfation for that, ieveral Canadans, and 
feveral Soldiers of the Regiment of Cariguan, being 
unprovided againft the unfufferable Cold of he Cli
mate, loft their Limbs, and even their L ife it fel£ 
Count Frontenac who fucceeded 1\!Ir. Comjelle, per
ceiving that the Ba1·barians had the Advantage of the 
Europeans, as to the waging of \Var in that Coun
try; upon this Apprehenfion, I fay, he dcclin'd fuch 
fruitlefs Expeditions, which were very chargeable to 
the King, and us' d all his Efforts to difpofe the Sa
vages to a fincere and lafl:ing Peace. This judici
ous Governor had three things in view; The firft 
was to incourage the greatefi: part of the F'lench In
habitants, who would have abdicated the Colony, 
and return' d to France, if the V...Tar had continued. 
His fecor.d Topick was, that the Conclufion of a 
Peace would difpofe an Infinity of People to mar., 
ry, and to grub up the Trees, upon which the Co '!! 
lo~y would be better peopled and inlarg'd. The 
thtrd Argument tha~ ~iffuaqed hiq1 from carrying 
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on the \.V ar, was a Defign of purfuing the Difcovery 
of the Lakes, and of the Sarvages that live upon 
their Banks, in order to fettle a Commerce with 
'em, and at the fame time to ingage them in our 
lnterefts, by good Alliances, in cafe of a Rupture 
with the lroquefe. Upon the Confidcration of thefe 
Reafons, he fent fome Cauadans by way of a formal 
Embaffy to the Iroquefe Villages, in order to 
acquaint them_, that the King being inform'd that a 
groundlefs War was carry'd on againft them, had 
1ent him from France to make Peace with 'em. At 
the fame time the Ambaffadors had Orders to 11ipu-
1ate all the Advantages they could obtain with refe
rence to the Commerce. The lroquefe heard this 
Propofal with a gr-eat deal of SatisfaCtion ; for 
Charles 11. King of England, had order' d his Gover
nor in New-Tork to reprefent to 'em, that if they 
continu' d to wage War with the Fre~tch, they were 
ruin'd, and that they would find themfelves crufh'd 
by the numerous Forces that were ready to fail 
from France. In effecr, they promis,d to the Am
baifadors that four hundred of their Number !hould 
meet Count Frontenac, attended by an equal Number 
of his Men, at the Place where Fort Frontenac now 
ftands. Accordingly, fame Months after, both the 
one and the other met at the Place appointed, and 
fo a Peace was concJuded. Mr. de la Sa/le was very 
ferviceable to this Governor, in giving him good 
and feafonable Advices, which I cannot now enter 
upon, being oblig' d to make fome Preparations for 
my Voyage. When the Campaign is over, you may 
expect to hear from me. In the mean time, 

I am, 
SIR, 

'lottrs, &c. 

LET-
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LE TT E B VI. 

Dated at L1foureal, 7toze zo, 1684. 

Being cw ample Difcription of the CcuJo'WS made 
o{ Birch-bt1rk, iJJ which the Canadans per
form all their Voyages ; with an ~Accottnt ~f 
the Mu11ner iiJ, ~vhich they are made alld ma
?Jag'd. 

SIR, 
Thought to have fet out as this Day; but in Rega1d 
that our Complement of great Canows is not 

yet brought up, our Voyage is put off for two 
Days. Having fo much Leifure-time upon my Hands, 
I have a Mind to imploy it in prefenting you with a 
fhort View of thefe flender Contrivances in which 
the Ca1zadans perform all their Voyages: And this 
will furnifh you with an Idea of the Voiture of this 
Country. I faw but now above an hundred Ga
nows, fome great and fome little ; but confidering 
that the former are only proper for l\1artial Expedi
tions, and Jong Voyages, I fhall confine my De
fcription to that fort. Even the great ones are 
of different Sizes; for they run from ten to 
twenty eight Foot long. Indeed the 1~aft of all 
hold but two Perfons fct upon their Breech, as in 
a Coffin ; and are apt to overfet,ifth~ Paffengers move 
to one Side or t'other: But thofe of a larger Size will 
eafily afford Stowage for fourteen Perfons; tho' they 
are commonly mann'd only with three Men, when 
they are imploy'd in tranfporting Provifions and 
Merchandize ; anq even then they'll carry twenty 
hundred \Veight. The largeft Sort are fafe and 
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fieady, when they are made of the Bark of the 
Birch-tree, which comes off with hot Water in the 
·\:V inter time. 'I he greateft Trees afford the beft 
Barks for Canows; but oftentimcs the Bark of one 
Tree is not fufficient. The Bottom of the Boat is 
all of one Piece, to which the Sides are fo artfully 
few'd by the Savages, that the whole Boat appears 
as one continu'd Bark. They are trimm'd and 
firengthen'd with \Vicker Wreaths, and Ribs ofCe
dar-vVood, \vhich are almofl: as light as Cork; the 
Wreaths are as thick as a Cro\vn-piecc ; but the 
B:uk has the Thicknefs of two Crowns, and the 
Ribs are as thick as three. On the two Sides of the 
Boat, there run from one End to the other two 
principal Head-bars, in which the Ends of the 
Ribs are inchas'd, and in which the Spars are made 
faft, that run acrofs the Boat and keep it compaCt. 
Thefe Boats have twenty lnches in Depth, that is 
from the tipper Edge to the Platform of the Ribs ; 
their Length extends to twenty eight Foot, and the 
\Vidth at the middle Rib is computed to be four Foot 
and a half. Th'ey are very convenient upon the Ac
count of their extream Lightnefs, and the drawing 
of very little Water; but at the f~une time, their 
brittle and tender Fa brick, is an Argument of an 
equivalent Inconveniency ; for if they do but touch 
or grate upon Stone or Sand, the Cracks of the Bark 
fly open, upon which the vVater gets in, and fp ils 
the Provifions and l\Ierchandize: Every Day there 
is fome new Chink or Seam to be gumm'd over. At 
Night they are always un]o3ded, and carried on Shoar 
where they 3i·e made faft with Pegs, left the \Vind 
fhould blow 'em away: For they are fo light that two 
Men carry 'em upon their Shoulders with Eafe. This 
Conveniency of Lightncfs and eafy c~rriage, renders 
'em very ferviceable in the Rivers of Canada, which 
are full of Cataracts, \Vater-falls, and Currents : 
For in thefe Rivers we are oblig'd either to tranfport 
~ ' cm 
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'em over Land where fuch Obftrucl:ions happen, or 
elfe to tow 'em along where the Current is not over
rapid, and r.he Shoar is acceffible. Thefe Boats are 
of no Ufe for the Navigation of Lakes; for the 
Waves would fwallow 'em up, if they could not 
reach the Shoar when a Wind arifes. 'Tis true the 
Inhabitants venture in 'em for four or five Leagues 
from one Hland to another; but then 'tis always in 
calm Weather, and nothing is made U fe of but Oars; 
for befides the Rifque of being over-fet, the Goods 
are in Danger of being damag'd by the \Vater, efpe
cially the Furs, which are the moft valuable Part 
of the Cargoe. vVhen the Seafon ferves, they carry 
little Sails; but if the Wind be but a little brisk, 
tho' they run right afore it, 'tis impoffible to make 
any Ufe of it without running the Rifque of Ship .. 
wreck. If their Courfe lies direct] y South, they 
cannot put up Sail without the Wind fl:ands at one 
of the eight Points, between North-weft and North
Eaft ; and if a Wind happens to fpring any where 
elfe, ( uniefs it comes from the Land which they coail: 
along) they are oblig'd to put in to the Shoar with 
all poffible Expedition, and unload the Boat out of 
hand, till fuch Time as a Calm returns. 

As for the \vorking of thefe Bolts, the Canow
Mcn ply fometimes on their Knees, namely, when 
they run down the imall Water-falls ; fometimes 
fianding, when they fiem a Current by fetting the 
Boat along with Poles; and fometimes fitting, 
rviz. in fmooth and fiagnating vVater. The Oars 
they make ufe of are made of Maple-wood, and 
their Form is reprefentcd in the annex'd Cut. 
The Blade of the Oar is twenty Inches long, fix 
Inches broad, and four Lines thick : The Handle is 
about three Foot long, and as big as a Pigeons Egg. 
When they have Occafion to run up againft rapid 
Currents, they make ufe of Poles made of Pine
wood ; and the fetting of the Boat along with thefe, 

is 



to North· A m erica. 
is what they call Piqtter de fond. The Canows have 
neither Stern nor Prow, for they run to a Point at 
both Ends: Neither have they Keels, Nails or Pegs, 
in the whole StruCture. The Steerfman, or he who 
Coons the Boat, rows without Interruption as well 
as the reft. The common Purchafe of fuch a Boat 
is eighty Crowns ; but it does not Jait above five or 
fix Years. 

This Day I have receiv'd Advice, that Mr. de la 
Barre has rais'd the Militia in the Neighbourhood of 
~uebec, and that the Governor of this Hland has re
ceiv'd Orders to have that of the adjacent Cantons in 
Readinefs to march. I am, 

SIR, 

Tours, &c. 

LET T E R VII. 

Dated at :Jionreal, Nocv. 2, 1684. 

De(cribing the CoarfeoftheRiver of St. Lawrence, 
from Monreal to the frfl great Lake of Cana
da; with the Water-falls, Catarafts, andNa·vi
gation of that River: .As a!fo Fort Frontenac, 
a12d the Adva11tages that accrtte jron2 it. '10-
gether with a circtttr1fantial .dccora:Jt of the 
Expedition of Mr. de la Bar re, t be Governor
General againft the Iroquefe; the Speeches he 
tnade, the Replies he receiv' d, and the jnal 
..~1ccommodation of the D!flere;Jce. 

SIR, 

T Hank God I have finifh'd this Campaign, and 
I am now return' d in Safety to this Place. To 

prefent you with the Hiftory of our Campaign, be 
pleas'd 
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pleas'd to know that in two or three Days after the 
Date of my laft, I imbarqu'd on board of a Ca
now that was work'd by three expert Canow Men. 
Every Canow contain' cl two Soldiers; and we all 
row'd up againft the Current of the River till we 
arriv'd at Saut de St. Louis, about three Leagues 
above this Town, which is a little Vl ater-fall, but 
fo rapid that our Watermen were forc'd to ftand 
in the Water up to their Middle, in order to drag 
the Canows again11: the Stream for haJf a quarter 
of a League. vV e reimbarqu' d above this Pafs, and 
row'd about twelve Leagues up the River, and thro' 
the Lake of St. Louis, till v;.e arriv'd at a Place call'd 
the Cafcades, where we were forc'd to turn out and 
carry our Boats and Baggage over Land, about half 
a quarter of a League. 'Tis true, \ve might have 
tow'd our Boats aguinfi the Stream in this Place 
with fome Labour; but there was a Cataract a little 
above it, which they call le Cataratle du cfrou. I 
had taken up a Notion that the only Difficulty of 
failing up the River, confified in the Trouble of 
Land-carriage: but when I came to be a Specl:ator 
of the Matter, I found that the Stemming of the 
Currents whether in towing of the Canows, or in 
fetting them along with Poles, was equally labori
ous. About five or fix Leagues higher we came to 
the \Vat~r-fa11s call'd Sauts des Cedres, and dtt Buif 
[on, ~here we were fore' d to tranfport our Boats 
five hundred paces over Land. Some Leagues above 
that, we enter'd the Lake of St; Francis, which is 
faid to be twenty Leagues in Circumference; and 
having crofs'd it, met with as firong Currents as 
before, particularly at a Fall call'd Long Saut, where 
we had recourfe to Land-carriage for half a League. 
Then we were forc~d to drag up the Boats againft 
the rapid Stream; and after a great deal of Fatigue 
came at lafi to a Pafs call'd la Galete, from whence 
we had but twenty Leagues failing to Fort Fronte• 

uar;. 
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11ac. This Pafs was the 1afl: Difficulty we had to 
furmount; for above it the \Vater was as ftill as 
that of a Pool, and then our \V a term en pJy' d with 
their Oars infiead of Poles. 

The lvfariugouins, \\hich we call Afidges, are un
fufferably troublefome in all the Countries, of Caua
da. \V e were haunted with fuch Clouds of;) em, that 
we thought to be eat up; and fmoaking being the 
only Artifice that could keep 'em off, the Remedy 
\Vas worfe than the Difeafe: In the Night-time the 
Peo.ple fuelter themfelves from 'em in Bowers or 
Arbours, made after the following Manner. They 
drive into the Ground Stakes or little Branches of 
Trees, at a certain Diftance one from another, fo 
as to form a femicircular Figure; in which they put 
a Quilt and Bedcloaths, covering it above with a 
large Sheet that falls down to the Ground on all fides, 
and fo hinders the Infects to enter. 

We landed at Fort Fronteuac after twenty Day 
failing; and immediately upon our Arrival, lVlr. 
Duta our Commander in chief, view' d the Fortifi
cations of the Place, and three large Barques that 
lay at Anchor in the Port. \Ve repair'd the Fortifi
cations in a very little ti1ne, and fitted up the three 
Barques. This Fort was a Square, confifting oflarge 
Curtains flanked with four little Baftions; thefe 
Flanks had but two Battlements, and the \Valls were 
fo low, that one might eafily climb upon 'em with
out a Ladder. After 1\fr. de la Scllle concluded the 
Peace with the Iroquefe, the King befiow'd upon him 
and his Heirs the Property of this Place; but he 
was fo negligent, that inftead of enriching himfelf 
by the Commerce it might have afforded, he was 
confidcrably out of Pocket upon it. '"fo n1y 1\1ind 
this Fort is fituated very advantageoufly for a Trade 
with the five Iroquefe Nations: For their Villages lye 
in the N~ighbourhood of the Lake, upon which 
they may tranfport their Fur i1 Canows with more 

Eafe, 
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Eafe, than they can carry 'em over Land to l\1ew
Tork. In time of War I take it to be indefenfible; 
for the CataraCts and Currents of the River are fuch, 
that fifty Iroquefe may there frop five hundred FrfJ1Jch, 
without any other Arms but Stones. Do but con
fider, Sir, that for twenty Leagues together the 
River is fo rapid, that we dare not fet the Canow 
four Paces off the Shoar; Befides Ca11ada being no .. 
thing but a Foreft, as I intimated above, 'tis im~ 
poffible to travel . there without falling every Foot 
into Ambufcades, efpecially upon the Banks of this 
River, which are lin' d with thick Woods, that ren
der 'em inacceffible. None but the Savages can skip 
from Rock ~o Rock, and fcour thro' the Thickets, as 
if 'twere an open Field. If we were capable of fuch 
Adventures, we might march five or fix hundred 
Men by Land to guard the Canows that carry the 
Provifions; but at the fame time 'tis to be con
fider'd, that before they arriv'd at the Fort, they 
would confume more Provifions than the Canows 
can carry; not to mention that the Iroquefe would 
frill out-number 'em. As to the Particulars relating 
to the Fort, I fhall take notice of 'em when I come 
to give a general Defcription of New-Prance. 

\Vhile we continued at Fort Frontenac, the Iroquefc 
who live at Gancouffi and ~uente, at the diftance of 
feven or eight Leagues from thence, threw in upon 
us Harts, Roe-bucks, Turkeys and Fifh; in Ex• 
change for Needles, Knives, Powder and Ball. To· 
wards the End of J1.uguft Mr. de la Barre join' d us 1 
but he was dangeroufly ill of a Fever, which 
rag' cl in like manner among moft of his Militia j 
fo that only our three Companies were free from 
Sicknefs. This Fever was of the intermitting 
kind; and the convulfive Motions, Tremblings, 
and Frequency of the Pulfe that attended the coJd 
Fit, were fo violent, that moft of our fick 1\1en 
dy'd in the fecond or third Fit. Their Blood wa.9 

of 
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of a blackifh brown Colour, and tainted wid1 a fort 
of ycllowifh Serum, not unlike Pus or corrupt 1\!at
ter. Mr. de la Barre's Phylician, who in my Opinion 
knew as little of the true Cau:fes of Fevers as Hippo
crates or Ga!en, and a Hundred Thoufc1nd befides; 
this mighty Phyfician, I fc1y, pretending to trace 
the Caufc of the Fever I now fpeak of, imputed it 
to the unfavourable Qualities of the Air and the. 
Aliment. His PJea was, that the exceffive Heat of 
the Seafon, put the Vapours or Exhaiations into an 
over-rapid l\1otion ; that the Air was fo over-rare
fy'd, that we did not fuck in a fufficient Q_uantity of 
it; that the finall Quantity we did receive, was load
ed with InfeCts and impure Corpufculum's, which 
the fatal Neceffity ofRefpiration oblig'd us to fwal
low; and that by this means Nature was put into 
Diforder: :Cle added, that the Ufe of Brandy and 
:Glt l\1eat fowr'd the Blood; that this So\vrncfs 
occafion'd a fort of Coagulation of the Chyle and 
Blood; that the Coagulation hindred it to circulate 
thro' the Heart wirh a due Degree of Ce!e!'ity; and 
that thereupon there infued an extraordinary Fer
mentation, which is nothing elfe but a Fever. But 
after all, to my mind this Gentleman's Syfiem was 
too much upon the Iroquefe Strain ; for at that rate 
the Dificmper muft have feiz'd all without Difiinc
tion, whereas neither our Soldiers nor the Sea!on'd 
Canada;zs \vere troubled with it; for it raged only 
among the Militia, who being unacquainted with the 
\Vay of fetting the Boats with Poles, were forc'd 
at every turn to get into the \Vater and drag 'em. 
up againfl: the rnp!d Sttcam: Now, the Waters of 
that Country being naturally cold, and the Heat 

· being exceffive, the Blood might thereupon freeze 
by way of Antiperijlafi , and fo occafion the Fever 
I fpeak of, purfuant to the common .l\1axim, Om• 
1Jis rcjcutiila tiwtatio eft pericttlofa, i. e. All fttdde;j 
Changes are of dal!gerous Co;,:(equence. 
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As foon as1\1r. de la Barre recover' cl, he imbarqu'd 

in order to continue his March ; tho' he might have 
eafily known, that after halting fourteen or fifteen 
Days at that Fort, when the Seafon was {o far ad
\Tanc, d, he could not pretend to compafs the End of 
his Expedition. We row'd Night and Day, the 
'Veather being very calm, and in five or fix Days 
came before the River of Famine, where we were 
forc'd to put in upon the Apprehenfion of a Storm. 
Here we tnet with a Canow that l\1r. Dulhut had 
fent from Miffitimakiuac, with Advice, that purfu
ant to Orders he had engag'd the Hurons, Outaoua's, 
and fome other People, to join his Army ; in which 

he had above two hundred brave 
*See Coureurs * Foreft Rangers. Thefe News were 

de Bois i;~ the bl M d l B Table. very accepta e to 1r. e a arre; 
but at the fame time he was very 

much perplex.'d; for I'rn perfuaded he repented 
oftner than once, of his entring upon an Expedi
tion that he forefa w would prove fuccefslefs ; and 
to aggravate the Danger of his Enterprize, the lro
quefe had at that time an Opportunity to fall upon 
us. In fine, after a tnature Confideration of the 
Confequences, and of the Difficulties that fiood in 
the Way, he fent back the Canow to rv1r. Duthut, 
with Orders to difmifs the Forefr Rangers and Sava
ges immediately, where-ever he was, and by all 
means to avoid the approaching to his Troops. By 
good luck Mr. Dz:lhut had not yet reach'd l\Tiagara, 
when he receiv'd thefe Orders; with which the Sa· 
vages that accompany'd him \~/ere fo diifatisficd, 
that they threw out all manner of Invectives againft 
the French Nation. 

As foon as 1\lr. de la Bar,-e had difpatch'd this 
Canow, he fent l\1r. le Afoine to the Village of the 
Omzontagues, which lay about eighteen Leagues up 
the River. This l\1r. le Moiue was a Gentleman of 

Tormandy, and highly efteem'd by the Iroqucfe, who 
call'cl 
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caWd hirn Akoue./Jau, i. c. the Powtridge. 1-Iis Orders 
were, to endeavour by all means to bring along 
With him fome of the Old-fianders of that Nation ; 
and accordingly he return'd in a few Days, accon1-
pany'd with one of their moft confiderable Gran
aces, who had a Train of thirty young V/ arriors; 
and was difl:inguifh'd by the Title of the Grangttla. 
As foon as he debarqued, 1\1r. de la Barre fent him 
a Prefent of Bread and Wine, and of thirty Sa1-
mon-Trouts, which they fifh'd in that Place in fuch 
Plenty, that they brought up a hundred at one Cafi: 
of a Net: At the £1me time he gave the Grandee 
to underfi:and, that he congratulated his Arrival, 
and would be glad to have an Interview with hirri 
after he had refied hi.mfelf for fome Days. You 
muft know that he had us'd the Precaution of fend
ing the Sick back to the Colony, that the lroquefo 
might not perceive the \V eaknefs of his Forces; and 
o favour the Stata_sem, l\1r. le lrfoine reprefented to 

the Grmtgttla, that the Body of the Army was left 
behind at Fort Frontenac, and that the Troops he 
aw in our Camp, where the General's Guards. But 

unhappily one cf the Jroquefe that had a Smattering 
of the :French Tongue, having firoul'd in the Nigh~
time towards our Tents, over-heard what we iaid, 
and fo reveal'd the Secret. Two Days after their 
Arrival, the GranguJcr. ga re notice to l\1r: de la Barrt 
that he was ready fer an 1 nterview; and according ... 
ly an Honr being appointed, the whole Company 
appear'd as the Figure rcprefents it. 

The Graugula fat on the Eaft fide, being plac'd 
at the Head ofhis Men, with his Pipe in his Mouth; 
and the great Grlumet of Peace before him. He 
was very attentive to the follo\ving Harangue, pro
nounc' d by our Interpreters ; which you cannot 
well underfl:and; without a pre\'ious Explication of. 
... h, Calrm~t, and the Gotiers that it mentions. 

The 
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The Calumet of Peace is made of certain Stone , 

or of Marble, whether red, black, or white. The 
Pipe or Stalk is four or five Foot long ; the Body 
of the Calumet is eight Inches long, and the 1\!louth 
or Head in which the Tobacco is lodg'd, is three 
Inches in length; its Figure approaches to that of a 
Hammer. The red Calumets are moft efteem'd. 
The Savages make ufe of'em for Negotiations and 
State Affairs, and eipeciall y in Voyages; for when 
they have a Calumet in their Hand, they go where 
they will in Safety. The CaZumet is trimm'd with 
yellow, white and green Feathers, and has the fame 
effeCl: atnong the Savages, that the Flag of Friend
fuip has amongft us; for to violate the Rights of 
this venerable Pipe, is among them a flaming Crime, 
that will draw down :rv1ikhief upon their Nations. 
As for the CoJiers, they are certain Swathes of two 
or three Foot in length, and fix Inches in breadth; 
being deck'd with little Beads made of a certain fort 
of "hrlls that they find upon the Sea-fhoar, between 
New-Tork and Viry,inia. Thefe Beads are round, 
and 1s thick as a little Pea; but they are twice as 
long 1s a Grain of Corn: Their Colour is either blue 
or white; and they are bor' d thro' juft like Pearl, 
bei 1g run after the fame 1nanner upon Strings that 
lye fideways one to another. Without the Inter
vention of thefe Coticts, there's no Bufinefs to be 
negotiated with the Savages; for being altogetl er 
unacquaintcd with Writing, they make ufe of them 
for Contracts and Obligations. Sometimes they 
keep for an Age the Coffers that they have re .c· r'd 
from their Neighbours ; and in rega~·d that every 
CoZier has its peculiar I\1ark, they learn from the 
old Perfons, the Circumfi:a 1ces of the Time and 
Place in which they were deliver'd ; but aiter that 
Age is over, they a ·e ma e fe of for ne\· Treaties. 
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lr!t. de la Barre's Ilarangue, 'ZP.Jas to this Purpofe. 

' The King, my l'v1afrer, being inform' d that 
' the five IroqtJefe Nations have for a long Time 
' made:InfraCl:ions upon the Meafures of Peace, or
' der'd me to come hither with a Guard, and to 
' fend Akouejfan to the Canton of the Onuota u~s, 
' in order to an Interview with their principal Lea
' ders, in the Neighbourhood of my Camp. This 
' great Monarch means, that you and I fhould 
' fmoak together in the great Calzmzet of Peace, 
' with the Provifo, that you ingage in the Name of 
' the 'Ifomwntouaus, Goy~1f;uans, Ouuctagues, Omwy
' orttes, and Agpies, to make Reparation to his Sub
' jetls, and to he guilty of nothing for the future, 
' that may occafion a fatal Rupture. 

' 'I' he (/fourtontouans, Goyogouans, Omzotoc_rz,ue s, On
' 110youtes andAgnics, have ftrip'd, rob'd, and abus'd 
' aJI the Forefi:-Rangers, that travel' d in the \vay 
' of Trade to the Country of the 1/liue/e, of the 
' Oumamis, and feveral other Nations, who are my 
' .1\hft:er's Children. Now this Ufage being in hi::)l 
" Violation of the Treaties of Peace concluded with 
' my Predeceffor, I am commanded to demand Re
' paration, and at the fame time to declare, that 
' in cafe of their Refufal to comply with my De
' mands, or of relapfing into the like Robberies, 
' \Var is pofitive1y proclaim' d. 

q-'bfs Colier makes my TViwds good. 

' The Warriors of thefe five Nations ha ye intro
' duc'd the E11gJifb to the Lakes, belonging to the 
' King my Mailer, and into the Country of thofe 
' Nations to whom my Mafter is a Father: This 
' they have done with a Defign to ruin the Corn
' merce ~fhis Subjetl:s, and to oblige thefe Nations tq 
' depart from their due Allegiance; notwithftanding 
' the R.emonftrances of the late Governor of New-

. · :P 3 '!ork, 
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' Tork who faw thro' the Danger that both they 
' and 'rhe Buzlifh expos'd themfelves to. At pre
' fent l ·am willing to forget thofe Actions; but if 
' ever you be guilty of the like for the future, I 
~ have cxprefs O~ders to declare War. 

:/his Colier warrants my tflords. 

' The fame Warriors have made feveral barba
e rous I curfions upon the Country of the Iltinefe, 
' and the Oumamis. ':rhey have maifacred Men, 
' \V omrn, and Children; tqey have took, bound, 
(; and carried off an infinite N uml:>er of the Native~ 
' of thofe Countries, who thought themfelves fe
' cure in their Villages in a tin1e of Peace. Thefe 
c; People are my Mafter"s Children, and therefore 
' muft hereafter ceafe to be your Slaves. I charge 
' you to rcftore 'em to their Liberty, and to fend 
' ,em home without Delay; for if the five Nations 
' refufe to comply with tqis Demand, I have exprefs 
~ Or~ers to declare \\ ar. 

:this Colicr makes my llotds good. 

c This is all I had to fay to the Graugula, whom 
c I defire to report tQ the five Nations, this Decla~ 
~ ration, tha,t my l\1after commanded me to make. 

' Fle wifhes they had not obljg' d him to 
.. 11;e French ' fend a potent Army to the Fort of* Ca-
~all it Fort ' taracott'll.J in order to carry on a War 
E·ontenac. , h .I -

t ~at will prove fatal to them : And he 
' will be very much troubkd, if it fo falls out, 
' that this Fort, whi.ch is a •\Vork of Peace, mufi: be 
' imploy'd 'for a Ptifon to your l\1ilitia. Thcfc 
G 11ifchiefs ought to be pre entcd by mutual Endea .. 
' vours: The Fre1ich who are the Brethren and 
' Friends of ~he five Nations, will never difl:urb 
' th"ir epofe · provided they make the Satisfac~ 
' tion I now demand, and prove religious Obfervers 
' of theh· ~ \·ea ties. I wifh my 'ords m;1y pro-· 

: duce 
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' duce the defir'd Effect; for if they do not, I am 
c; oblig'd to join the Governor of New-11Jrk, V\'ho 
' has Orders from the King his 1\1afier, to aflifi: me 
' to burn the five Villages, and cut you off. 

q'bis Colier confirms my lf/ord. 

While Mr. de la Ban·e's Interpreter pronounc'd 
this Harangue, the Grangula did nothing but look'd 
upon the End of his Pipe: After the Speech was 
1nifh'd, he rofc, and having took five or fix Turns 
in the lUng that the French and the Savages made, 
he retnrn'd to his Place, and ftanding upright fpoke 
after the following manner to the General, \\ho fat 
in his Chair of State. 

' t Omwutio 1 honour you and all t This Title they 
' ' . J. ~ ' the \Varriors that accompany me do grue to tG?'e G(J·l 

'ilen:or - nu:r~t 

' the fame: Your Interpreter has made of Canad.1. 
' an end of his Difcourfe, and now 
' I come to begin mine. My Voice glides to your 
' Ear, pray lifien to my \Vords. 
' ' Omwutio, in fetting out from Ituebec, you muft 
' tieeds have fancy'd that the fcorching Beams of 
' the Sun had burnt down the Forcfis which render 
" our Country unacceffible to the French; or elfe 
~ that the Inundations of the Lake had furrounded 

our Cottages., and confin 'd us as frifoners. T hi;» 
~ certainly was your Thought; and it could be no .. 
' thing clfe but the Curiofity of feeing a burnt or 
" drown'd Country, that mov'd you to undertake 
' a Journey hither. But now you have an Oppor
' tunity of being undeceiv' d, for 1 and my warlike 
' Retinue come to affure you, that the q-'fououtau
' ans, Goyogouaus, Onnotagues, OmJOyoutes and 
' At/ties, are not yet defiroy' d. I return you thanks 
' in their Name, for bringing into their Country 
' the Ca lumet of Peace, that your Predecefior re
" ceiv'd from their Hands. At the fame time I 

· D 4 · ' con-



~ congratulate your Happinefs, in hav~ 
1- Eur_ying the ' ing left under Ground t the bloody 
A:-:e Jigmfies ' Axe, that has been fo ofcen dy'd with 
.r~ace. ' the Blood of the French. I mufi: tell 
' you, Omzoutio, I am not afleep, my Eyes are 
' open ; and the Sun that vouchfafes the Light, 
' gtves me a clear View of a great Captain at the 
' Head of a Troop of Soldiers, who fpeaks as if he 
' were afleep. He pretends that he do s not ap
' proach to this Lake with any other View, than 
' to fmoak with the Onuota<'Sues h1 the great Ca!u
' met; but the Grcmguta knows better things, he 
~ fees plainly that the O:mo1:tio mean' d to knock 
' 'em on the Head, if the French Arms had not 
' been fo much weaken'd. 

' I perceive that the Omwutio raves in a Camp of 
' fick People, whofe Lives the great Spirit has fav'd, 
~ by viuting them with Infirmities. Do you hear, 
' Onuontio, our vVornen had took up their Clubs; 
' and the Children and the old 1\.Ien, had vifited 
' your Camp \\'ith their Bows, and Arrows, if our 
' \Varlikc .i\!en h:-td not fiop'd and difarm'd them, 
' wl.en Akouejfatt your Ambaif..Jdor appear'd before 
' my Vilbge. But I have done, I'll talk no more 
' of that. 

' You mufi know, Omzontio, we have robb'd no 
~ Fre11cb Afe11, but thofe who fupply'd the 1/tiucft 
' and the Oumamis (our Enemies) wi:h Fufees, with 
' Powder, and with Ball: Thefe indeed we took 
' care ~f, becanfe fuch .Arms might have cofi: us our 
' Life. Our Condutl: in that Point is of a Piece 
' with that of the Jefuits, \vho ftave all the Barrels 
' of Branqy that are brought tQ our Cantons, left 
~ the People getting ~runk fhould knock them jn 
" the Heaq. o~r Warriors have no Beavers to 
' ~ive in E~chaage for all the Arms they take from 
G the Frencb; and as for the Old fuperannuated 
~ ~ccp1e, they do not t.hink of bearing Ann~. 

. . . . . if.bi r. 
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q'bis Colier comprehends my ~rd. 

' We have conducted the E11glijb to • They pretend 
' our ~ Lakes, in order to traffick with ~;ttl.he LJ>rkoperty 
, h h . ft O; Je a ·es. 

t e Outaouas, and t e Httrons; JU as 
' theAlgoukius conduCl:ed the French to our five Can
' tons, in order to carry on a Commerce that the 
' Ettglijh lay claim to as their Right. We are born 
' Freemen, and have no Dependance either upon the 
' Onuontto or the t Cor!ar. We have a 
' Power to go where wepleafe, to con- t Corlar is the 
' duel: who we will to the Places we re- Title of the 
, Governor tf 

fort to, and to buy and fell where New-York. 
' we think fit. If your Allies are your 
' Slaves or Children, you may e'en treat 'em as 
' fuch, and rob 'em of the Liberty of entertaining 
' any other Nation but your own. 

q'bis Colier coutai1~s my /fiOrd. 

' \Ve fell upon the Illi1tefe and the Omnamis, be
' caufe they cut down the Trees of Peace that ferv'd 
' for Limits or Boundaries to our Frontiers. 'They 
' came to hunt Beavers upon our Lands; and con
' trary to the Cufi:om of all the Sava
' ges, have carried off whole Stocks, :f: 
' both Male and Female. They have 
' ingag'd the Cbaouanons in their Inte
' reft, and entertain'd 'em in their 
' Country. They fupply'd 'em with 
' Fire-Arms, after the concerting of ill 
' De'igns againft us. \V e have done 

:f: Among 
the Stwages, 
'tis a c.1pital 
Crime to tle
flroy all the 
Beavers of a 
Settlement. 

' lefs than the EngJifb and the French, who without 
' any Right, have ufurp'd the Grounds they are 
~ now poffefs'd of; and of which they have dif
' Jodg'd feveral ITatio u, in order to make way for 
~ their building of Cities, Villages and Forts. 

· · ' ~his 
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q'bis Coli er contai12s my ll'ord. · 

' I give you to know, Omzontio, that my Voice 
& is the Voice of the five Iroquefe Cantons. This is 
~ their Anfwer, pray incline your Ear, and lifi:en 
' to what they reprefent. 

' The 9:'/onontottmzs, Goyogouans, Omwtagues, 
. ' Omzoyotttes, and Ag1zies dedare, that 

·Jic Intcrr!ng_ the ' they interr'd ~ theAxe at Cataracouy, 
.Axe, figi'Jifies , . h p r. f p d rr. 
the makinu of m t e re1ence o your re eceuor, 
"*Peace> ~nd ' in the very Center of the Fort; and 
~h~ ,/ig~ing of ' planted the Tree ofPeace in the fc1me 
•t up> zmpo:ts ' Place that it might be carefully pre .. 
Jt Declarauon , ' , . 
~f~Var. ' ferv d; that twas then fttpnlated, 

' that the Fort fhould be us'd as a Place 
c: of Retreat for Merchants, and not a Refuge for Sol
' diers; and that infi:ead of Arms and Ammnni
' tion, it fhould be made a Receptacle of only Bea
~ ver-Skins, and Merchandize Goods. Be it known 
~ to you, Omzontia, that for the future you ought 
~ to take Care, that fo great a Number of Martial
~ Men as I now fee, being fhut up in fo fmall a Fort, 
' do not ftifle and choak the Tree of Peace. Since 
~ it took Root io eafily, it mufi: needs be of perni
~ cious Confequence to fiop its Growth, and bin
' der it to fhade both your Country and ours with 
~ its Leaves. I do aifure you, in the Name of the 
' five Nations, that our \Varriors fhall dance the 
~ Calzmzet Dance under its Branches; that they fhall 

' refi in Tranquillity upon their 
:f= This Phrafe ' :t: J\iatts, and will never dig up the 
Jignifies ~eepiug ' Axe to cut down the Tree of Peace, 
the Peace. , . 11 r_ h . h O . d h 

t1 1UC t1me as t e mzontzo an t e 
' Corlar, do either jointly or feparately offer to in~ 
' vade the Country, that the great Spirit has dif.. 
~ pos' d of in the £1. vour of our Ancefio.rs. . ' . 

:Ibis 
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z'his Coli er contai11s my U!Ord; and the other compre
hemls the Po~uer gra1zted to me by tbe jive Na
tio1ts. 

Then the Graugula addrefs~d himfelf to Mr. le 
Moine, and· fpoke to this Purpofe. 

' Akoue.Dan, take Heart, you are a 1\1an of Senfe; 
~ fpeak and explain my Meaning; be fure you 
' forget nothing, but declare all that .thy Brethren 
~ and thy Friends reprefent to thy chief Ouuoutio, 
' by the Voice of the Gra11gula, who pays you all 
' Honour and Re pe.et, and invites you to accept 
' of th1s Prefent of Beavers, and to affifi: at his 
' Feaft immediately. 

' This other Prefent of Beavers is fent by the 
' five Nations to the Onnmztio. 

As foon as the Graugula had done, Mr. le Moiue 
and the J efuits that were prefent, explain'd his An
fwer to Mr. de la Rarre, who thereupon retir'd to. 
his Tent and Horm' d and blufier'd, 'till fome body 
came and rcprefentcd to him, that, Iroca Progeuie 
1JC[cit babe re 1Nodos, i. e. 9:'be Iroquefe are always up 
on Extreams. Tbe Grali .. f,Ula danc'd after the Iroqttefe 
manner, by way of Prelude to his .Entertainment; 
after which he ree:al'd fcvcral of the French. Two 
D:tys after he and' his. 1\Iartial Retinue return'd to 

· their own Country, and our Army fct out for .llfou
~·eat. As foon as the General was on board, toge
ther with the few healthy l\1en that remain'd, the 
~anows were difpers'd, for the Militia ftraggled here 
and there, and every one made the befr· of his way 
home. Our three Companies indeed kept together~ 
becaufe all of us, both Officers and Soldiers, were 
carried in flat-bottom'd Boats, made of Deal on 
purpofe for our Ufe. However, I could have 
vifh'd to haver n down the Fa!!s and Cata ·aas . ' 

1n 
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in the fame Canow that brought me up, for every 
body thought we iliould have been caft away at 
thefe Paifes, which are full of Eddies and Rocks; 
and 'twas never heard before, that fuch Precipices 
were pafs'd with Deal Boats either upwards or 
downwards. But we were forc'd to run all Hazards, 
and had certain I y been f wallow' d up in thofe Moun
tains of Water, if we had not oblig' d fcveral Ca
nows to !hoot the CataraCts at the head of our Boats, 
in order to 1hew us the Way, at the fame time we 
had prepar'd our ~oldiers for rowing and fhieving 
upon Occafion. Do but confider, Sir, that the 
Currents run as faft as a Cannon Bal1 ; and that one 
falfe Streak of the Oar, would have run us unavoid
ably upon the Rocks; for we are oblig'd to fieer a 
Zig-zag Courfe purfuant to theThread of the Stream, 
~hich has fifty vVindings. The Boats which are 

loaded, ·are fometimes loft in thofe Places. 1 But af-
er all, tho' the Rifque we run be very great, yet 

by way of Compenfation, one has the Satisfaction 
of running a great Way in a little Time; for we 
run from Galete to this Town in two Days time, 
notwithfi:anding that we crofs'd the two ftagnating 
Lakes I took notice of before. 

As foon as we landed, we receiv'd Advice that 
the Cbe·valier de Callieres was come to fupply the 

· room of Mr. Perrot, the Governor of this Place, 
Mr. Perot, has had feveral Scuffies with Mr. de Frou
tena:, and l\1r. de la Bars~e; of which you may ex
peCt a farther Account, when I am better inform' d. 
AB the \Vorld blames our General for his bad Suc
cefs: 'Tis talk' d publickly, that his only Defign was 
to cover the fending of feveral Canows to traffick 
vith the Savages in thofe Lakes for Beaver-Skins. 

The People here, are very bt;fy in wafting over to 
Court a thoufand Calumnies againft him; both the 
Clergy and the Gentlemen of the long Robe, writ~ 
to hi .. Diia vanta_ge. 'I'l~~' afte~ all, the whole 

Charg~ 
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Charge is falfe; for the poor 1\1an could do no more 
than he did. J uft now, I "as inform'd that ~1r. 
IIai1zaut, Mr. Momortier, and Mr. Durirl;au, three 
Captains of Ships, are arriv"'d at ~ttebec, with a 
Defign to pafs the \~linter there, and to aflift him 
as Counfellors; and that the I aft of thefe three has 
brought with him an Independent Company, to be 
commanded by himfel£ 

I ihall have no Opportunity ofwriting again be
fore the next Spring; for the laft Ships that are to 
return for France this Year, are now ready to SaiL 

I am, SIR, Tours, &c. 

L E T T E R VIII. 

Dated at Monreal, 'June 28. I 6 8 5. 

Reprejent£ng the Fortifications of Monreal, and 
the £ndijcreet Zeal of the Priefls, wlo are 
Lords of that 'I'own: W-ith a Dejcription of' 
Chambli, and of the Commerce of the Sa'Vages 
upon the great Lakes. 

SIR, 

I Have juft receiv:d yours, by a fmall Velfel of 
Bourdeaux, loaded with Wine ; which is the firft 

that came to ~re bee this Year. I am mightily pleas'd 
to hear that the King has granted to M·r. di la Salle 
four Ships, to go upon the Difcovery of the Moutfi 
of the Mi.ffijipi; and cannot but admire your Curio
fity, in defiring to know the Occurrences of this 
Place, and how I fpent my Time in the vVinter. 

Mr. de Caltieres was no fooner poffefs'd of his Go
vernment, than he order'd all the Inhabitants of this 
To\vn, and of the adjacent Country, to cut down 

nd bring in gre t Stakes of fifteen Foot in length, 
to 

3 
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to fortify the Town. During the Winter, thefe Or 
den were purfued with fo much Application, that 
all things are now ready for making the Inclofure; 
in which five or fix hundred Men are to be imploy'd. 
I fpent Part of the 'V inter in Hunting with the Al
gonkins, in order to a more perfect Knon.ledge of 
their Language; and the refi I fpent in thts Place, 
with a great deal of U neafinefs: for, here we can
not_enjdy our felves, either at Play, or in vifiting 
the Ladies, but 'tis prefently carried to the Cu
rate's Ears, who takes publick notice of it in the 
Pulpit. His Zeal goes fo far, as even to name 
the Perfons; and fince he refufes the Sacrament of 
the Holy Supper to Ladies of Quality, upon the moft 
flender Pretences, you may eafily guefs at the ·other 
Steps of his Indifcretion. You cannot imagine to 
what a Pitch thefe Ecclefiaftical Lords have fcrev/d 
their Authority: They excommunicate all the 
Masks, and where-ever they fpy 'em, they run after 
,em to uncover their Faces, and abufe 'em in a re
proachful Manner: In fine, they have a more watch
ful Eye over the Conduct of the Girls and married 
Women, than their Fathers and Husbands have. 
They cry out againft thofe that do not receive the 
Sitcrament once a Month; and at Bafler they oblige 
all forts ofPerfons to give in Bills to their Confe!fors. 
They prohibit and burn all the Books that treat of 
any other Subject but Devotion. '\V hen I think of 
this Tyranny, I cannot but be inrag'd at the imper
tinent Zeal of the Curate of this City. This1 inhu· 
man Fellow came one Day to my Lodging, and 
finding the Romance of the Adventures of Petruuius 
upon my Table, he fell upon it with an unirnagina.:. 
ble Fury, and tore out almofi all the Leaves. This 
Book I valued more than my Life, becaufe 'twa, not' 
caftrated; and indeed I \·vas fo provok'd when I faw 
it all in 'rVreck, that if my Landlord had not held 
me, I had gone iinmediately to hat f 1rb 1lent Pa-

:fior'~ 
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fiar's Houfe, and would have pluck'd out the Hairs 
of his Beard with as little Mercy as he did the Leaves 
of my Book. Thefe Animals cannot content thetn
felves with the ftudying of l\1ens Actions, but they 
muft likewife dive into their Thoughts. By thi 
Sketch, Sir, you may judge what a pleafant Life 
we lead here. 

The 3oth of the ]aft March the Ice melted ; and 
the River being then open, I was fent with a fmall 
Detachment to Cbambti: for commonly the Sun re
fumes its Vigour here much about that Time. Cbam
bti ftands on the Brink of a Bafin, about five or fix 
Leagues off this Place : That Bafin is two Leagues in 
Circumference, and receives the Lake of Champ!aitl 
by a Water-fall that is a League and a half in length; 
out of which there arifes a River that difembogues at 
Soret into the River of St. Laurence, as I intimated 
above in my fourth Letter. In former times this 
Place had a great Trade in Beaver-skins, which is 
now decay'd: for the Soccokis, the lrfabingans, and 
the Openangos, us'd formerly to refort thither in 
Shoals, to exchange their Furs for other Goods; but 
at prefent they are retir'd to the Engl{/hColonies, to 
avoid the Purfuit oftheltoque[e. The Cbamplai1JLake, 
which lies above that vVater-fall, is eighty Leagues in 
Circumference. At the End of this Lake we met with 
another, call' d S. Sacrament, by which one may go 
very eafily toNe:zt•-Tork, there being but a Land-car• 
riage of two Leagues from thence to the River Du 
Fer, which falls into the Mmuzthe. While I was at 
Chambli, I faw two Canows loaded with Beaver-skins 
pafs privately by that way; and 'twas thought they 
were fent thither by Mr. de la Barre. This fmugg
ling way of ·· rade is exprd1y prohibited : For they 
are oblig'd to carry thefe Skins before the Office of 
the Company, where they are rated at an Hundred 
and 6o per Ce12t. 1efs than the .,.,11glijl.J buy 'em at in 
their Colonies. nt the little Fort that ftands at 

t:he 
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the Bottom of theW ater-fall, upon the Brink of the 
Bafin of Chambli, being only fingle Pallifadoes, it 
cannot hinder People to pafs that way ; efpecially 
confidering that the Profpeet of fo great a Profit, 
renders the Paffenger.s the more daring. The Inha~ 
bitants of the adjacent Villages are very much ex· 
pos' d to the Incurfions of the /ro.Jttefe in time ofWar. 
N otwithfi:anding theW eaknefs of the Fort, I conti· 
nued in that Place a l\1onth and a half, and then I 
return'd hither, where Mr. de la Barre arrht'd fome 
Days after; being accompany' cl with Mr. Hemzattt, 
Mr. Moutortier, and Mr. du Rirvau. Much about 
the fame Day there arriv'd 25 or 30 Canows, be. 
longing to the Coureurs de Bois, being homeward· 
bound from the great Lakes, and laden with Bea· 
ver-skins. The Cargo of each Canow amounted to 
40 Packs, each of which weighs so Pound, and will 
fetch so Crowns at the Farmers Office. Thefe Ca
nows were follow'd by so more of the Otttaouas and 
Hurons, who come down every Year to the Colony, 
in order to make a better 1\rlarket than they can do 
in their own Country of Jrfi./!i!imakiuac, which lies 
on the Banks of.the Lake of Hurons, at the Mouth 
of the Lake of the ltliuefo. Their way of Trading 
is as follows. 

Upon their firfi: Arrival, they incamp at the Dif. 
tance of five or fix hundred Paces from the Town. 
The next Day is fpent in ranging their Canows, un• 
loading their Goods, and pitching their Ten s, which 
are made of Birch Bark. The next Day after, they 
demand Audience of the Governor General; which 
is granted 'em that fame Day in a publick Place. Up
on this Occafion, each Nation makes a Ring for it
felf; the Savages fit upon the Ground with their Pipes 
in their Mouths, and the Governor is feated in an 
arm' d Chair; after which, there fi:arts up an Orator 
or Speaker from one of thefe NatiOI s, who makes 
an Harangue, importing., ' That 1 is Brethren are 
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' come to vifit the Governor General, and to renew 
' with him their wonted Friendfhip; That their 
' chiefView is, to promote the Interefi of the French, 
' fome of whom being unacquainte with the way 
' of Traffick, and being too weak for the tranfport
' ing of Goods from the Lakes, would be unable to 
' deal in Beaver-skins, if his Brethren did not come 
' -in Perfon to deal with 'em in their own Colo 
' nies: That they kne"' very well how acceptabie 
' their Arrival is to the Inhabitants of A-fo1trcat, ih 
' regard of the Advantage they reap by it: That in 
' regard the Beaver-skins are Inuch valued in France, 
' and the f1-ench Goods given in Exchange are of an 
' inconfiderab!c Value, they mean to give the French 
' fufficient Proof of their Readinefs to furnifh 'em 
' with what they defire fo earneftly: That by way 
' of Preparation for another Year's Cargo, they are 
' come to take in Exchange, Fufees, Powder, and 
' BalJ, in order to hunt great numbers of Beavers~ 
' or to gall the Iroquefe, in cafe they offer to dif
' turb the French Settlements: And, in fine, That 
' in Confirmation of their \Vords, they throw a Pur .. 
' celian Colier with fome Beaver-skins, to the Kitcbi
' Okima (fo they call the Governor General) whofe 
' Protection they lay claim to in cafe of any :i:.ob
' bery or Abufe committed upon ,em in the Town. 

1. he Spokefrnan having n1ade an end of his Speech, 
returns to his Place, and takes up his Pipe; and 
then the Interpreter explains the Subfianc of the 
Harangue to the Governor, who commonly gives a 
very civil Anfwer, efpecially if the Prefent be va
luable: In confideration of which, he likewife make s 
them a Prefent of fome trifling things. This done , 
the Savage rifes up, and return to their flutts to 
make fuitabk Preparations for the enfuing Truck 

The next Day the Savages make their Slaves carry 
he Skins to the: Houfes oft e Merchants, who bar
~ain with 'em for fuch Cloaths as they want. All the 

E Inha. 
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Inhabitants of :Afonreal are allow'd to traffick with 

'em in any Commodity but Wine and Brand)! ; thefe 

two being excepted upon the Account that when the 

Savages have got what they wanted, and aave any 

Skins left, they drink to Excefs, and then kill their 

Slaves; for when they are in drink, they quarrel and 

fight ; and if they were not held by thofe who are 

fober, wou' d certainly make Havock one of another. 

However, you muft obferve, that none of 'em will 

touch either Gold or Silver. 'Tis a comical Sight, 

to fee 'em running from Shop to Shop, fiark naked, 

with their Bow and Arrow. The nicer fort of\Vo

men are wont to hold their Fans before their Eyes, 

to prevent their being frighted with the View of 

their ugly Parts. But thefe merry Companions, 

who know the brisk She-Merchants as well as we, 

are not wanting in making an Offer, which is feme

times accepted of, when the Prefent is of good 

Mettle. If we may credit the common Report, there 

are more than one or two of the Ladies of this Coun

try, whofe Conftancy and Vertue has held out a

gainft the Attacks of feveral Officers, and at the fame 

time vouchfaf' d a free Accefs to thefe nafty Le

chers. •Tis prefum'd their Compliance \vas the 

Effea of Curiofity, rather than of any nice Relifh; 

for, in a Word, the Sa"Vages are neither brisk, nor 

conftant. But whatever is in the Matter, the Wo .. 

men are the more excufable upon this Head, that 

fuch Opportunities are very unfrequent. 

As foon as the Savages have made an end of their 

Truck, they take leave of the Governor, and fore· 

turn home by the River of Outaouas. To conclude, 

they did a great deal of Good both to the Poor and 

Rich ; for you will readily apprehend, that ev.ery 

body turns Merchant upon fuch Occafions . 

I am, SIR, Tours, &c. 

LET .. 
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LET~fER IX. 

Dated at BQucbervillc, Oetob. 2. 168 S· 

Being an Account of the Commerce and 'trade of 
Monreal: Of the Arr£val if the Marquis if 
Denonville with.fotne Troops; and of the Re
calling ~~ Mr. de la Barre. Wi'th a curious 
Defcription of certain Licenfes for 'I'rading in 
Beaver-skins £n the remote Countries. 

SIR, 
Receiv;d yourfecondl..etter three Weei(s ago, but 
could not fend a fpeedier Anfwer, by reafon that 

none of our Ships have yet fet Sail for Fra1~cc. Since 
you want to know the Nature of the Trade of Mo11-
reat, be pleas' d to take the following Account. 

Ahnoft all the Merchants of that City aCl: only on 
the Behalf of the ~uebec Merchants, whofe Fadors 
they are. The Barques which carry thither dry 
Commodities, as well as Wine and Brandy, are but 
few in Number; but then they rnake feveral"Voy
ages in one Year from the one City to the other. 
The Inhabitants of the Ifland of Mowteal, and the 
adjacent Cantons; repair twice a Year to the City of 
ltfrmreal, where they buy Comtnodities fifty per c~ut. 
dearer than at ~~ebec. The Savages of the neigh
bouring Countries, whether fcttled or erratick, car· 
ry thither the Skins of Beavers, Elks, Caribous, 
Foxes, and wild Cats; all which, they truck for Fu
fees, Powder, Lead, and other N ecetfaries. There 
every one is allow'd to trade; and indeed 'tis the 
beft Place for the getting of an Eftate in a 1hort 
Time. All the 1\tlerchants have fuch a perfeCt good 
Underfianding one with another, that they all feU 
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at the fame Price. But when the Inhabitants ot 
the Country find their Prices exorbitant, they raife 

their Commodities in Proportion. The Gentlemen 

that have a Charge of Children, efpecially Daugh

ters, are oblig' d to be good Husbands, in order to 

bear the Expence of the magnificent Cloaths with 

which they are fet off; for Pride, Vanity, and Lux

ury, reign as much in ]\Tew France as in Otd France. 

In my Opinion, 'twould do well, if the King would 

order Commodities to be rated at a reafonable Price, 

and prohibit the felling of Gold or Silver Broca

does, Fringes, and Ribbands, as well as Points and 

rich Laces. 
The Marquis of Denonrvitle is come to fucceed Mr. 

de la Barre in the Quality of Governor-General; for 

the King has recall'd Mr. de la Barre, upon the 

Accufations laid againft him by his Enemies. To b~ 

fure, you who are in France know better than I, that 

M. de De11owville wasMaitre de Camp to the Queen's 

Regiment of Dragoons, which Place he fold to Mr. 

J.furcey when the King beftow'd this Government 

upon him; and, that he brought with him fome 

Companies of Marines, befides his Lady and his 

Children; for it feems the Danger and Inconveni· 

encies that attend fuch a long and troublefome 

Voyage, made no Impreffion upon her. This Go

ve ·nor fi:ay"d at firft fome Weeks at ~ebec, after 

which he came to MonreaJ, with soo or 6oo I\1en of 
Regular Troops, and fent back the Captains Hai

nattt, Muutortter, and du Rivo, with feveral other 

Officers. His Army is now in \\7 inter Quarter.! all 

round Jl1o11real. My Quarters are at a Place call'd 

Boucberrvitle, which lies at the diftanee of three 

Leagues from Monreat. I have been here fifteen 

Days, and in all appearance !hall live more happily 

than in the Town, abating for the Solitude; for at 

leaft I !hall have no other Oppofition to encounter 

in the Cafe of Balls, Gamingl r Feafring, but the 
.zealoui 
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zealous Freaks of a filly Priefr. I am inform' cl, that 
the Governor has given Orders to compleat the For
tifications of MonreaJ, and is now ready to em barque 
for ~uebec, where our Governors commonly pafs the 
Winter. The Savages I fpoke of in my laft, met the Jroquefo upon the great River of the Outaouas, who 
inform'd 'em that the Englifh were making Prepara
tions to tranfport t-O their Villages in Mtffilimakmac, 
better and cheaper Commodities than thofe they had 
from the Fre11ch. This Piece of News did equally 
alarm the Gentlemen, the Pedlars call'd Courettrs de Bois, and the lVIerchants; who, at that rate, would 
be confiderable Lofers; for you muft know, that Canada fubfifts only upon the Trade of Skins or 
Purrs, three Fourths of whi~h come from the People 
that live round the great Lakes: So that if the EngJijh {hould put fuch a Defign in Execution, the 
whole Country would fuffcr by it; efpecially con
fidering, that 'twould fink certain Licenfes; an Ac
count of which will be proper in this Place. 

Thefe Licenfes are granted in \Vriting by the Go
vernors General, to poor Gentlemen and old Offi
cers who have a Ch trge of Children. They are difpos'd of by the King's Orders; and the Defign of 
'em is, to enable fuch Perfons to fend Commodities 
to thefe Lakes. The Number of the Perfons thus 
impower' d, ought not to exceed twenty-five in one 
Year; but God knows how many more have private 
Licenfes. All other Perfons, of what Quality or 
Condition foever, are prohibited to go or fend to 
thefe Lakes, without fuch Licenfes, under the Pain 
of Death. Each Licenfe extends to the lading of two great Canows; and whoever procures a whole or a half Licenfe for himfelf, may either make Ufe 
ofit himfelf, or fell it to the higheft Bidder. Comrponly they are brought at fix hundred Crowns a 
fiece. Tho{e who purchafe 'em, are at no Trouble ip finding P~dlars or Foreft .. Rangers to undertake 
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the lqng Voyages, whi~h fetch the mofl: confider~ble 

Gains, and commonly ~xtend to a Year, and feme

times more. The Merchants put into the two Ca

nows ftipulated in the Licenfe, fix Men with a thou

fand Crowns-worth of Goods, which are rated to 

t4e Pedlars at fifteen per Ce12t. more than what they 

are fold for in ready Money in thP. Colony. V\' hen 

the Voyage is perform'd, this Sum of a thoufanq 

C~owns commonly br.ings i~ feven hundred perCeut. 
clear Profit, and fometimcs more, fometimes lefs; 

for thcfe Sparks call'd Coureurs de Bois bite the Sava

ges m oft dexteroufly, and the lading of two Canows, 

computed at a thoufand Crowns, is a Purchafe for 

as many Beaver· skins as will load four Canows: 

Now, four Canows will carry a hundred and fixty 

Packs of Skins, that is, forty a-pi.ecce; and reckon: 

ing each Pack to be worth fifty Crowns_, the Value 

of the whole amounts to eight thoufand Crowns. 

As to the Repartition of this extravagant Profit, 'tis 

made after the foJlowing Manner: In the firft Place, 

the Merchant takes out of the whole Bulk fix hun

dred Crowns for the Purchafe of his Licenfe; then 

a thoufc1nd Crowns for the prime Coft of the ex

port~4 Commodities. After this, there remains 

64oo Crowns of Surplufage, out of which the Mer ... 

chant takes forty per Cent. for Bottomree, which a

mounts to 2560 ·crowns; and the Remainder is di

vide4 cquatly among the fix Coureurs de Bois, who 

get ~ittle more than 6oo Crowns a-piece ; and indeed 

l mufi: fay 'tis fairly earn'd; for thdr Fatigue is in· 

conceivable. In the mean time, you muft remark, 

that over and above the foregoing Profit, the Mer

chant gets 25 per Cent. upon his Beaver-skins by car

tying them to the Office of the Farmers Genera], 

where the Price of four forts of Beaver-skins is fix,d;· 

If the Ivlerchant fells thefe Skins to au y private l\1an 

in the Country for ready Money, he is paid jn the 

·,rrcnt .:V1oney pf the Country, which is qf lefs V a-
. · · ' Jue 
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lue than the Bills of Exchange that the Director of 
that Office draws upon Rochet or Paris; for there 
they are paid in French Livres, which are twenty 
.Sots, whereas a Canada Livrc is but fifteen Sots. 
This Advantage of 25 per Cent. is call'd le Benefice; 
but take notice, that 'tis only to be had upon Bea
ver-skins ; for if you pay to a ~ebcc Merchant 
400 Canada Livres in Silver, and take from him a 
Bill of Exchange upon his Correfpondent in Fra11ce, 
his Correfpondent will pay no more than 300 French 
Livres, which is a juft Equivalent. 

This is the Jaft Intelligence I fuall give you for 
this Y car, which has already brought in a very cold 
Autum14. The ~ebec Ships mufi fet Sail in the 
middle of Nocvember, purfuant to the wonted Cuf. 
tom. I am, 

.S I R, 

Totlrs, &c. 

LETTER X. 

Dated at Boucherville Juty 8. x686. 

Relathzg the Arri~val of Mr. de Champigni, in 
the room oj Mr. de 1\!Ie?les, who is recall' d to 
France; the Arri'val ~l the cfroops that came 
along with him, the Curio(tty of the Rackets, 
ond the 'uNlJ of hunting Elks; rr.eith a Dejcrip
t ~on oj. that Animal. 

SIR, 
·Hough I have not heard fi;om you this Year, 

yet I will not flight this Opportunity of writ
ing to you. Some Ships from Fra1ZCC are arriv'd at 
~uelec, and have brought o~er I\1r. de Cbampigni 

E 4 :f\lorou11, 
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Noroua, with fome Companies of rv1arines. He come~ 
to fupply the Place of Mr. de Meules, whom the 
King recalls upon the unjuft Complaints that are 
made of him." He is charg'd with preferring his 
private lntereft to the pub lick Gcod; but the Charge 
is falfe, and he will eafily clear himfelf. I am apt 
to believe· he may have carry' d on fome underhanq 
Commerce, but in fo doing he injur'd no Body; 
nay, on the contrary he h:ts procur'd Bread for a 
~houfand p'oor Creatures, 'that without hii, Affiftance 
would have fiarv'd for 'Hunger. This Iicw In ten~ 
dant is defcended of one of the mofr Illuftrious Fa
milies· of the Robe in Fratzce. He is faid to be a 
Man of ~onour, and Fame entitles his Lady to a 

· diflinguifliing Merit : I underRand, he and Mr. 
1JenO'iJcVille are bound fpeedily for MonreaZ, where 
they mean to take a Review of the Inhabitants of 
this Ifland, and of the neighbouring Cantons. Pr~ 
bably, they tal~e fuch Precautions, in order to fome 
new Effort againfr the Iroquefe. Lafl: Winter we had 
no new Occ~rrences in the Colony. I fpent the 
whole Winter at the hunting of Orignals or Ell<ls 
along w·ith the Savages, whofe Language I am learn· 
ing, as I have intimated to you feveral times. 

The hunting of Efk& is perform' cl upon the Sno\V, 
with fuch Rackets as you fee defign'd in the annex'd 
~ut. Thefe Racketr ·are two Foot and a half long, 
~nd fourteen Inches broad; their Ledges are made 
pf a very hare\ V\7 ood, about an Inch thick, that 
fafiens the Net jufi: like a Tennis Racket, from 
which they differ only in this; th.at thofe for the 
'fe'nnis are made of Gut-firings, whereas the others 
are made of little Thongs of the Skins of Harts or 
~lks. In the Cut, you mJy perceive two little Spars 
of \Vood, which r\]n a-crofs to render the Net 
fu·mer and ftiffer. The Hole that appears by the 
two Latchets, is the Place in .which thei' put the 
CXoes and fore part of the Foot; fo ~hat \is tieQ faft 

• ·. : 1 by 
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by the two Latchets, which run twice round about 
the Heel, and every Step they make upon the Snow, 
the Fore-part of the Foot finks into that Hole, as 
often a~ they raife their Heel. By the Help of this 
Contrivance they walk fafter upon the Snow, than 
one can do with Shoes upon a beaten Path: And 
indeed 't1s fo nece!fary for them, that •twould be 
ptherwife impoffible not only to hunt and range 
the oods, but even to go to Church, notwith~ 
franding they are fo near; for commonly the Snow 
is three or four Foot deep in that Country during 
the v\ inter. Being oblig' d to march thit ty or forty 
Leaguts in the -woods, in Purfuit of the abovemen
tiontd Animals, I fourod that the Fatigue of the 
Journey equal' d the Pleafure of it. 
· '1 he OrtgnaJ is a fort of Elk, not much different 
from that we find in Mufcovy. 'Tis as big as an 
Au·vergne 1\Ioyle, and much of the fame Shape, 
abating for its Muzzle, its Tail, and its great flat 
Horns, which weigh fometimes 3oo, and fometimc~ 
400 W eigGt, if we may credit thofe who pretend to 
have weigh'd .)ern. This Animal ufuaHy reforts to 
planted Countries. Its Hair is long and brown; 
and the Skin is ftrong and hard, but not thick. The 
Fldh of the Orignat, efpecially that of the Female 
fort, e~1ts delicioufiy; and 'tis faid, that the far hind 
Foot of the Female kind, is a Cure for the Falling ... 
Sicknefs; it neither runs nor skips, but its trot wi11 
almofi keep up with the running of a Hart. Th~ 
Savages affure us, that in Summer 'twill trot three 
Days and three Nights without Intermiffion. This 
fort of Animals commonly gather into a Body to
wards the latter end of Autumn; and the l1erds are 
largeil: in the Beginning of the Spring, at which 
time the fhe ones are in Rutting; but after their Heat 
is over" they all difperfe thcmidves. \Ve hunted 
~em in the following 1\Ianner: Firfi of ali, we went 

a League~ to the Northward of the River of St. 
Laureuce, 
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Laurence, where we found a little Lake of three· or four 
Leagues in Circumference, and upon the Banks of 
that Lake, we made Hutts for our felves of the Barks 
()fTrees, having firft clear' d the Ground of the Snow 
that cover'd it. In our Journey thither, we kill' cl as 
many Hares and W ood-heos, as we could eat. 
When we had fitted up our Butts, the Savages went 
out upon the Difcovery of the Elks, fome to the · 
Northward, and fome to the South, to the diftance 
of two or three Leagues from the Butts. As foon 
as they difcover' d any frefh Foot-fteps, they de
tach'd one of their Number to give us notice, to 
the End, that the whole Company might have the 
Pleafure of feeing the Chace. '1\T e trac' d thefe Foot
fteps fometimes for one, and fometimes for two 
Leagues, and then fell in with five, ten, fifteen or 
twenty Elks in a Body ; which prefently betook 
themfelves to flight, whether a-part or in a Body, 
and fi.mk into the Snow up to their Breaft. \V here 
the Snow was hard and condenfated, or where the 
Froftfollowing wet Weather had glaz'd it above, we 
came up with 'em after the Chace of a Quarter of 
~ Le~gue: But when the Snow was foft or juft fal· 
len, we were forc'd to purfue 'em three or four 
Leagues befor~ we could catch 'em, unlefs the Dogs 
happen'd to frop 'em where the Snow was very deep. 
When we came up with them, the Savages fired 
upon 'em with Fufees. If the Elks be much inrag'd, 
they'll fometimes turn upon the Savages, who co
ver themfelves with Boughs in order to keep off their 
Feet, with which they would crufb 'em to Pieces 
As foon as they are kill'd, the Savages make new 
Butts upon the Spot, with great Fires in the middle; 
while the Slaves are imploy'd in Flaying 'em, and 
fl:retching out the Skins in th~ open Air. One of 
the Soldiers that accompany d me, told me one 
Day, that to withfi:and the Violence of the Cold, 
c·ne oug~t t<? have his Blo.pd c~11pos'd. o~ Brandy, . . . h~ 
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his Body ofBrafs, and his Eyes of Glafs: And I 
mu{t fay, he had fome ground for what he fpoke, 
for we were fore' d to keep a Fire all round us, all 
the Night long. As long as the Flefu of thefe Ani
mals lafts, the Savages feldom think of ftirring ; 
but when 'tis all confumed, they then looked out 
for a new Difcovery. Thus they continue to hunt, 
till the Snow and the Ice are melted. As foon as 
the great Thaw commences; 'tis impoffible for 'em 
to travel far; fo that they content themfelves with 
the killing of Hares and Partridges, which are very 
numerous in the Woods. When the Rivers are 
clear of the Ice, they make Canows of the Elk
skins, which they fow together very eafily, covering 
the Seams with a fat fort of Earth inftead of Pitch. 
This Work is over in four or five Days time, after 
which they return home in the Canows with all 
~heir Baggage. 

This, Sir, was our Diverfion for three l\1onths in 
the '"' oods. We rook fifty-fix Elks, and might 
pave killed twice as many, if we had hunted for the 
Benefit of the Skins. !n the Summer Seafon, the 
Savages have two ways of killing 'em, both of which 
are equally troublefomc. One confifts in hanging a 
Rope-gin between two Trees, upon a Pafs fur
rounded with Thorns; the other is compafs'd by 
era w ling like Snakes among the Trees and Thicket!, 
and approaching to 'em uppn the Leeward fide, fo 
that they may be fhot with a Fufee. Harts and 
(:aribou's are kill~d both in Summer and Winter, 
after the fame Manner with the Elks; excepting that 
the Caribou's, which are a kind of wild A!fes, make 
an eafy Efcape when the Snow is hard, by venue 
of their broad Feet; whereas the Elk finks as faft 
as he rifes. In fine, I a~ fo well pleas' d with the 
hunting of this Country, that I have refolv' d to 
imploy all my Leifure-time upon that Exercife. The 

avages have promifed tpat in three l\1onths time ,· . ·. . . . ,. I 
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I fhall fee other forts ef Chaces, which ~·ill prove 
lefs fatigueing, and more agreeable. I am, 

SIR, 

Tours, 8c. 

LET T E it XI. 

Dated at Boucberrville, },fay .28. x687. 

Being a curious Defcription of the Hunting of 
divers .(inimals, 

SIR, 
0 U complain that the ]aft Year you received 
but one of my Letters, dated July 8. and 

with the fame Breath affure me, that you writ twe 
to me, neither of which is come to Hand. I re
ceived a Letter from you this Day, which is fo much 
the more acceptable, that I thought you had been 
dead, and that I find you continue to give Proof of 
your Remembrance of me. I find by your Letter, 
that you have an agreeable Relilh for the curious 
Elk-hunting in this Country, and that a further A c .. 
count of our other hunting Adventures, would 
meet with a welcome Reception. This Curiofity, 
indeed, is worthy of fo great a Huntfman as your 
felf; but at prefent I muft beg your Excufe as to the 
Beaver-hunting, for I know nothing of it yet but 
by Hearfay. 

In the Beginning of Septembrr, I fet out in a Ca-
now upon feveral Rivers, Marlhes, and Pools, that 
difembogue in the Champlain Lake, being accom-. 
pany'd with thirty or forty of the Savages that are 
very expert in Shooting and I-lunting, and perfectly · weU 
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well acquainted with the proper. Places :for finding 
Water-fowl, Deer, and other fallow Beafts. The 
firft Poft we took up was upon the fide of a Marfh or 
Fen of four or five Leagues in Circumference; and 
after we had fitted up our Hutts, the Savages made 
Hutts upon the Water in feveral Places. Thefe Wa
ter-Hutts are made of the Branches and Leaves of 
Trees, and contain three or four Men : for a De
coy, they have the Skins of Geefe, Buftards, and 
Ducks, dry'd and ftuff'd with Hay, the two Feet 
being made faft with two Nails to a fmall piece of a 
light Plank, which floats round the Hutt. This 
Place being frequented by wonderful Numbers of 
Geefe, Ducks, Buftards, Teals, and an Infinity of 
other Fowl unknown to the Europeans; when thefe 
Fowls fee the fiuff'd Skins fwimming with the Heads 
ereCl:ed, as if they were alive, they repair to the 
fame Place, and fo give the Savages an Opportunity 
of fhooting 'em, eitheir Flying or upon the Water; 
after which the Savages get into their Canows and 
gather'em up. They have Iikewife a Way of catch
ing 'em with Nets, firetch'd upon the Surface of 
the Water at the Entries of the Rivers. In a \Vord, 
we eat nothing but Water- fowl for fifteen Days; 
after which we refolv'd to declare War againft the 
Turtle-Doves, which are fo numerous in Ca1zada, 
that the Bilhop has been fore' d to excommunicate 
'em oftner than once, upon the Account of the 
Damage they do to the Produtl: of the Earth. 
With that View, we itnbarqu'd and tnade towards 
a lVIeadow, in the Neighbourhood of which, the 
Trees were cover'd with that fort of Fowl, more 
than with Leaves: For juft then 'twas the Seafon 
in which they retire frotn the North Countries, and 
r~p1ir to the Southern Climates; and one would 
have thought, that all the Turtle-Doves upon Earth 
had chafe to pafs thro' this Place. For the eighteen 
or twenty Days that we ft~y'd there, I firmly be-

liev 
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lieve that a thoufand !vi en might have fed upon ·em 
heartily, without putting themfelves to any Trouble. 
You muft know, that through the middle of this 
Meadow there runs a Brook, upon which I and 
two young Savages fhot feveral Snipes, Rayles, and 
a certain fort of Fowl call'd BatcuJ de faux, which 
is as big as a Quail, and eat,s very delicioufly. 

In the fame Place we kill d fome Musk-Rats, or 
a fort of Animals which refemble a Rat in their 
Shape, and are as big as a Rabbet. The Skins of' 
thefe Rats are very much valued, as differing but 
little from thofe of Beavers. Their Tefticles fmell 
fo ftrong of Musk, that no Civet or Antilope that 
Afta affords, can boaft of fuch a fl:rong and fweet 
Smell. \Ve fpy'd 'em in the Mornings and Even· 
ings, at which time they ufually appear upon the 
Water with their N ofe to the Windward, and be
tray themfelves to the Huntfmen, by the curling of 
the V\Tater. The Fouteraux, which are an Amphi
bious fort of little Pole-Cats, are catch'd afrer the 
fame Manner. I was likewife entertajn'd upon this 
occafion, with the killing of certain little Beafts, 
call'd Siffieurs, or vVhiftlers, with Allufion to their 
wonted way of whiftling or whizzing at the Mouth 
of their Holes in 6ir Weather. They are as big 
as Hares, but fomwhat fhorter, their Flefh is good 
for nothing, but their Skins are recorr1mended by 
their Rarity. The Savages gave me an Opportuni· 
ty of hearing one of thefe Creatures whiftle for an 
Hour together, after which they fbot it. To gra
tify the Curiofity I had to fee fuch Diverfity of Ani
mals, they made a diligent Search for the Holes or 
Dens of the Carcaioux, and having found fome at 
the difrance of two or three Leagues from the Fen 
upon which we were pofted, they conduCted me to 
the Place. At the Break of Day we planted our 
felves round the Holes, with our Bellies upon the 
Ground; and left forhe Slaves to hold the Dogs a 

1v1usket• 
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Musket·fuot behind us. As foon as thefe Animals 
perceiv'd Day-light, they came out of their Holes, 
which were immediately fiop'd up by the Savages, 
and upon that the Dogs fetch'd 'em up with Eafe. 
\Ve faw but two of' em, which made a 'Vigorous De
fence againfi the Dogs, but were firangled after a 
Difpute of half an Hour. Thefe Animals are not 
unlike a Badger, only they are bigger, and more 
mifchievous. Tho:. our Dogs 1hew'd a great deal of 
Ceurage in attacking the c~rcaioux, they betra y'd 
their Cowardice the next Day in a Rencounter with 
a Porcupine, which we fpy' d upon a little Tree. 
To obtain the Pleafure of feeing the Porcupine fall, 
we cut down the Tree; but neither the Do~s nor 
we durft go near it: The Dogs only bark'd and 
jump'd round it; for it darted its long and hard 
Hair, like fo many Bodkins, three or four Paces 
off. At laft we pelted it to Death, and put it upon 
the Fire to burn off its Darts; after which we fca]d
cd it like a Pig, took out the lntrails, and roafted 
it: But tho' 'twas very fat, I could not relifh it fc 
well as to comply with the Affertion of the Natives, 
who alledge, that it eats as well as a Capon or 
a Partridge. 

After the Turtle-Doves had all pafs'd over the 
Place, in Queft of their Southern Retreats, the Sa
vages offer'd to fend fame of their Number with 
Canows to conducr me home, before the Rivers 
and Lakes were frozen over; for themfelves were 
to tarry out for the Elk-hunting; and they imagin'd 
that the Cold and Hardfhip attending that Exercife, 
had made me fick of it the Year before. Howe
ver, we had then a M~:mth good before the Com-

elicement of the froft, and in that Interval of · 
time, they proffer' d to entertain me with more di
verting Game than any I had feen before. They 
propos'd to go fifteen or fixteen Leagues further up 
the Country, affuring me, that they knew of a cer-

tain 
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tain Plaee that had the moft advantageous Situa
tion in the World, bbth for Fleafure and Profit, and 
that afforded great Plenty of Otters, of the Skins ot 
which, they mean' d to make a great Catgoe. Accor
dingly we pull'd down out Hutts, and having im
barqu'd in our Canows, fail'd up the River, till we 
came to a little Lake of two Leagues in Circumfe
rence, at the End of which we faw another greater 
Lake, divided from thi.!i by an Ifihmus of 150 Paces 
ih length. We pitch'd our Iiutts at the Diftance or 
a League from that lfihmus; and fome of the Sa
vages fi{h'd for Trouts, while the reft were imploy'd 
in laying Traps for the Otters upon the Brinks of 
the Lake. Thefe Traps are made of five Stakes 
plac'd in the Form of an oblong Quadrangle, fo as 
to make a little Chamber, the Door of which is kept 
up, and fupported by a Stake. To the middle of 
this Stake they tye a String which paffes thro' a little 
Fork, and has a Trout well fafien'd to the End of 
it. Now, "When the Otter cotnes on Shoar, and 
fees this Bait, he puts above half his Body into that 
fatal Cage, in order to fwallow the Fifh ; but he 
no fooner touches, than th String to which 'tis 
made faft, pulls away the Stake that-.--fapports the 
Door, upon which an heavy and loaded Door falls 
upon his Reins and quafhes him. During our PiJ~ 
grim age in that part of the Country, the Savages 
took above two hundred and fifty Canada Otters, 
the Skins of ich are infinitely prettier than thofe 
of Mufcovy or Sweden. The beft of 'etn which are 
not worth two Cro\· ns in this P 1ace, are fold in 
Fra11ce for four or five, and fometimes for ten, if 
they are black and very rough. As toon as the Sa
vages had fet their Traps, they gave Orders to thtir 
Slaves to go round the Lake every 1\1ornjng, in or
der to take out the amphibious Ammals. After that 
they conduCted me to ~h~ above-mention' cl Ifih..; 
mus, where I was furpnz·d to fee a fort of a Park 

et 
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or Fence made of Trees, fell' d one upon another, 
and interlac'd with Thorns and Branches; with a 
Quadrangular Inclofure of Stakes at the End of it, 
the Entry of which was very narrow. They gave 
me to know, that they ufed to hunt Harts in that 
Place, and promis'd to div 'rt me with the Shew, a 
foon as the Inclofures were a little tnended. In effect, 
they carry' d met NO or three Leagues off, upon ft1ch 
Roads as had nothing on either fide but Fens and 
Marfhes; and after they had difpers'd thcmfelves, 
fome on one Hand and fome on the ocher, with a 
Dog for every l\1an, I faw a great many Ha ·ts run
ning to and again, in quefi of Places of Safety. The 
Savage that I kept Company with, affur'd me, tha 
he and I had no Occafion to walk very fafi, becaufe 
he had took the firaightefi: and the nearefl: Road. 
Before us we faw above ten Harts, which were 
forc'd to run back, rather than throw themfelves 
into the Marlh, of which they could never get clear .. 
At lafl: after walking a great Pace, and running 
how and then, we arriv'd at the Park, and found 
the Savages lying flat upon the Ground all round 
it, in order to fhut up the Entry of the Stake 
Inclofure as foon as the Harts enter' d. \Ve found 
thirty-five Harts in the Place, and if the Park had 
been better fenc' d, we might have had above 
fixty; for the nimblefi: and Jightefi of'em~ skip'd 
over before they came to enter the lnclofure. \Ve 
kill' d a great many of' cm, but fpar' d the Dams~ 
becaufe they were great with Young. I ask'd of 
the Savages the Tongues and the Marrow of the 
Harts, which they gave me very readily. The Flefh 
was very fat, but not delicious, exceptit1g fome few 
Bits about the Ribs. But after all, this was not our 
only Game; for two Days after we went a Bear<# 
huntihg, and the Savages who fpend three Pans of 
four of their Life in hunting in the Woods, are 

ry dexterou., at that £xercife, efpecially in fing ... 
lill 
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ling out the Trunks of the Trees upon which the 
Bears neftle. I could not but admire their Know
ledge in that Point, when, as we were walking up 
and down in a Fore£!, at the Diftance of an hundred 
Paces one from another, I heard one Savage call 
to another, Ilere's a Bear. I ask,d 'em how he knew 
there was a Bear upon the Tree which he knock'd 
with .his Axe; and they all reply=' cl, that 'twas as 
cafily diftinguifh'd as the Print of an Elk's Foot in 
the Sno~. For five or flx Times they never mifs'd; 
for after they had knock' cl two or three Times upon 
the Trunk of the Tree, the Bear came out of its 
Hole, and was prefently fhot. The Ca11ada Bears 
are extream black, but not mifchievous, for they 
never attack one, unlefs they be wounded or fied 
upon. They are fo fat, efpecially in the Autumn, 
that they can fcarce walk: Thofe which we kill'd 
were extream fat, but their Fat is good for nothing 
but to be burnt, whereas their Flefh, and, above 
a11, their Feet, r1re very nice Victuals. The Savages 
affirm, that no Flefh is fo delicious as that of Bears; 
and indeed, I think they are in the right of it. While 
we rang' d up and down in queft of Bears, we had 
the Pleafure of fpying fome Martins and wild Cats 
upon the Branches of the Trees, which the Savages 
1hot in the Head to preferve their Skin. But the 
moft comical thing I faw, was the Stupidity of the 
Wood-hens, which fit upon the Trees in whole 
Flocks, and are kill' d one after another, without 
ever offering to fiir. Commonly the Savages fuoot 
at them with Arrows, for they fay they are not 
worth a Shoot of Powder, which is able to kill an 
Elk or an Hart. I have ply'd this fort of Fowling 
in the Neighbourhood of our Cantons or Habita
tions in the Winter time, with the Help a Dog 
who found out the Trees by Scent, and then 
bark' d ; upon which I approach, d to the 'free, 
and found the Fowls upon the Branches. When 

the 



to North- America~ 6 7 
the Thaw ca1ne, I went two or three Leagues fur• 
ther up the Lake, in Company with fame Cauadefe, 
f'>n purpofc to fee that Fowl flap with its Wings. 
Believe me, Sir, this Sight is one of the greateft 
Curiofities in the World; for their flapping tnakes 
a Noife much like that of a Drum all about, for the' 
Space of a ~1inute or thereabouts; then the Noife 
ceafes for half a quarter of an Hour, after which 
it begins again. By this Noife we were direCted to 
the Place where the unfortut.late Moor-hens fat, and 
found 'em upon rotten moffy Trees. By flapping 
one Wing againft the other, they mean to call their 
Mates; and the humming N oife that enfues there
upon, may be heard half a quarter of a League off. 
This they do only in the Months of Aprit, May, 
September and Otlober; and, which is very remark
able, the Moor-hen never flaps in this manner, but 
upon one Tree. It begins at the break of Day, 
and gives over at nine o'CloGk in the Morning, till 
about an Hour before Sunfet that it flutters againt 
and continues fo to do till Night: I protefi: to you, 
that I have frequently contented my felf with fee
ing and admiring the flapping of their Wings with
out offering to fhoot at 'ern. 

Befides the Pleafure of fo many different forts ot 
Di verfion, I was like wife entertain' d in the Woods 
with the Company ot the honeft old Gentlemen that 
liv' d in former Ages. Honeft Homer, the Amiable 
Atzacreon, and my Dear Lucian, were my infepa
rable Companions. Ariftotle too defir~d paffionately 
to go along with us, but my Canow was too little 
to hold his bulky Equipage of Peripatetick Syllo
gifms: So that he was e'en fain to trudge back to 
the Jefuits, who vouchfaf'd him a very honourable 
Reception. I had a great deal of Reafon to rid my 
felf of that great Philofopher's Company; for his 
ridiculous Jargon, and his fenfelefs Terms, would 
ha e ri hted the avages out of their Wits. Fare .. 

· weU 
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"''ell, Sir, I am now arriv' d at once at the End of 
my Game and my Letter. I have heard no News 
from f!<!/cbec, where they continue to make mighty 
Preparauons for fome confiderable Enterprize. Time 
will difco,·er a great many things, an Account of 
:vhich I mean to tranfmit to you by the Ships that 
are to leave this Harbour in the End of Autzmm. I 
conclude with my ui\.1al Compliment, 

Tours, &c. 

L E T 'T E R XII. 

Dated at St. Heleus, over-againfr Monreal, 
']uue 8. 16H7. 

<Jhe ChenJalz'er de Vaudreuil arrives in Canada 
with Jome CJJ oops. Both the Regular 'Troops 
and the Milz't£a, are pojled at St. Helens, i1z 
a readz'nejs to march againj! the Iroquefe. 

SIR, 
Have fuch a Budget-full of News, that I know 
not where to begin. I receiv'd Letters but now 

from Mr. Senetay's Office; by which I have Advice, 
that Orders are fent to Mr. Dcnowvi/te to allow me 
to go for France, upon my private Concer-ns. No 
longer fince than Yefterday, he told me I fhould 
have Leave to go after the Campaign is over. My 
Relations write, that the procuring of this Leave 
coft 'cm a great deal of Pains; and that the fooner 
I come to Paris, 'twill be the better for me. 

'fhe Governor arriv'd at Monreal three or four 
Days ago, with all the Militia of the Country, who 
l1e now incamp'd along with our Troops in that 
Ifland. Mr. D' Amblemout has been at ~uebec this 
lvlonth, with five or fiK fecond Rate Ships, having 

uii'd 
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fail'd from RochcJ thither in 28 Days. He brought 
over wi'th him ten or twelve Companies of l\1arines, 
who are to guard the Colony while we invade the 
Iroquefe Country. 'Tis fa id, that laft Y car Mr. De-
1ZOWVttle fent feveral Guzade[e, that were known and 
eftcerp'd by the Savages, our Allies, who live upon 
the Banks of the Lakes and the adjacent Countries, 
with Orders to engage 'em to favour our Defign of 
extirpating the lroquefe. In the 'Vinter he made 
Magazines of Ammunition and Provifions, and now 
he has fen t feveral Cano~ s, laden with Provifions, 
to Fort Fronteuac:J and given Orders for the Build
ing of an infinite number of fuch Boats as I defcrib'd 
in my fourth Letter, for the tranfporting of our 
twenty Companies of Marines. The Militia who 
are incamp'd in this Jfland along with our Troops, 
make fifteen hundred Men, and are join'd by five 
hundred of the converted Savages that live in the 
Neighbourhood of ~ebcc and the Ifland of Mon ... 
'real. The Chevalier Vattdreui!, who is come from 
France to command our Troops, is refolv'd to ap
pear in the Field, not\vithftanding the Fatigue of his 
Paffage to Canada; and the Governor of llfonreat 
ia of the fan1e Mind. Mr. de Champigni, the In
tendant of this Country, went from hence to Fort 
Frontenac two Days ago. The Day after To-mor
row, Mr. de DenowviiJe means to march at the Head 
of his little Army, being accompany'd with an an
tient Jroquefe, that is very much refpeCl:ed by the 
five Cantons. The Hiftory and various Adventures 
of this old Gentleman, are too tedious to bear a 
Relation in this Place. Every body is apprehen
five that this Expedition will prove as fuccefslefs as 
that of lVlr. de la Barre: And if their Apprehen
fions are not difapp0inted, the King lays out his 
:l\1oney to no Purpofe. For my own Part, when I 
refleCt upon the Attempt we made three Years ago, 
1 can't but think it impoffible for us to fucceed. 

F s Tim 
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Time will difcover the Confequences of this Expe· 
dition; and perhaps we may come to repent, tho' 
too late, of our complying with the Advice of fome 
Difturbers of the publick Peace, who project to en
large their private Fortunes in a general Commo
tion. I lay this down for an llncontefted Truth, 
that we are not able to defiroy the Iroquefe by our 
felves: Befides, what occafion have we to trouble 
!I em, fince they give us no Provocation? However, 
let the Event be what it will, I fhall not fail upnn 
my Return to tranfmit you a Journal of our Ac
tions, unlefs it be, that I em barque for Roe bel, and 
deliver it myfelf: In the mean time, believe me 
to be, 

SIR, 

Tours, &c 

L E T T E R XIII. 

Dated at Niagara, Aug. 2. x687. 

]lepr~fent£ng the unjar-Jourable Ijjite oj' the Cam.q 
paign made in the Iroquefe Country; tbe Dif 
t-·or-uery of an Ambzffcade; and the ~jjiting of 
Orders for the A!.itbor to marcb wz'th a De
tachment to the great Lakes. 

S .l R, 

I T has been a Maxim in all Ages, that the Events 
of things are not always anfwerable to Mens Ex

peCtations: When Men form. to themfelves a promi
ftng Profpea: of compaffing their Ends, they fre· 
quently meet with the Mortification of feeing them
felves difappointed. This I fpeak by way of Ap
lication to myfelf; for inftead of going for France, 

urfuant to the Contents of the Letter I writ to you 
tWO 
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two Months ago, I am now oblig'd to firaggle to 
one End of the \Vorld, as you'll find by the follow
ing Journal of our Expedition. 

We broke up from St. lie lens much about the time 
I fpoke of in my laft. J\1r. de Cbampigni went before 
us with a firong Guard, and arriv' d in a Canow at 
Fort Fronteuac, eight or ten Days before we came up. 
As foon as he arriv' d, he fent two or three hundred 
Canade/e to furprize the Villages of Keute and Gaue
ouffi, which lie at the diftance of feven or eight 
Leagues from the Fort, and are inhabited by a fort 
of Iroque[e, that deferv'd no other Ufage than what 
they met with. Our Canade/e had no great difficulty 
in mafiering them; for they iurpris'd 'em when they 
leaft thought of any Alarm, and brought 'em Prifo
ners to Fort Frontenac, where they were tied to Pofts 
with Cords round their Necks, Hands, and Feet. 
\V c arriv' d at the Fort on the firft of ]uty, after the 
encountering of feveral Difficulties among the Wa
ter-falls, CataraCts, and Currents, that I formerly 
defcrib'd to you in my Account of Mr. de la Barre's 
Expedition. \V e were more perplex'd in this Voyage 
than the former ; for our Boats were fo heavy, that 
we could riot tranfport 'em over Land as we did the 
Canows, but were oblig' d to drag 'em up through 
the impraCl:icable Paffes with the Force of Men and 
Ropes. Immediately upon our deb~rquing, I went 
ftraight to the Fort, where I faw the miferable Pri
foners in the abovemention'd Pofi:ure. The Sight of 
this Piece of Tyranny fill'd me at once with Com
paffion and Horror; but in the mean time the poor 
Wretches fung Night and Day, that being the cufto
mary PraCtice of the People of Canada when they 
fall into the Hands of their Enemies. They com
plain'd, ' That they were betray'd without any 
' Ground ; that in Compenfation for the Care they 
'had took ever fince the Peace to furnifh die Gari
~ fon with Fifh and Venifon, they were bound and 

F 4 'tied 
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' tied to Pofts, and \vhip' d in fuch a manner, that 

' they could neither fleep, nor guard off the Flies ; 

' that the only Requital they met with for procuring 

' to the French a Commerce in the Skins of Beavers 

' and other Animals, was, to be doom'd to Slavery, 

' and to fee their Fathers, and the antient l\1en of 

' their Coutltr}, murder'd before their Eyes. Are 

' tpefe the French, faid they, that the ]efuits cry'd 

' up fo much for Men of Probity and Honour? £yen 

' the cruellefr fort of Death that Imagination itfelf 

' can reach, would be nothing to us in Comparifon 

' with the odious and horrible Spectacle of the Blood 

' of our Ancefiors, that is fhed fo inhumanly before 

' our Eyes. Affuredly, the five Villages will revenge 

' our Quarrel, and entertain an everlafting and juH: 
' Refentment of the tyrannical Ufage we now meet 

' v. it h.' I made up to one of thefe V\T retches that 

was about five and twenty years old, and had fre

quently regal'd me in his Hurt, not far from the 

:Fort, during my fix \Veeks Service in that Place, in 

the Year of J\1r. de i.1 Bcn·re's Expedition. This poor 

1v!an being lV1afier of the Algoukin Language, I gave 

him to kno\V' that I was heartil r griev' d to fee him 

In that difmal Pofiure; that I would take care to 

have Victuals and rink convey'd to him twice a 

Day, and would give him Letters for my Friends at 

.J"1-fonreal, in order to his being us' d more favourably 

than his Companions. He reply'd, that he faw and 

was very wdl acquainted with the Horror that. moft 

of the French were affected with, upon the View of 

the Cruelty they underwent; and, that he fcorn'd 

to be fed, or us'd more civilly than his Fellow Pri-

foners. He gave me an Account of the Manner in 

which they were furpriz:) d, and how their Anceftors 

were maifacred ; and truly, I do not believe that any 
one can be touch'd with more cutting and bitter Re .. 

:flections than this poor Man was, when he recoun~ed 

the many Sefvices he had done the Fr~1zcb, d-uring 
the 
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the '"hole Coude of his Life: At lafi, after many 
.Sighs and Groans, he bow· d do\vn his Head, and 
wrap' d himiclf up in Silence. ~tc:eqzte poteflnarrat, 
reflabaut ultima flevit. But this was not the only 
Thing that affected me, when I beheld the Mifery 
ofthefe innocent Creatures: I fc1w fame young Sa
vages of our fide burn their Fingers with Fire in their 
lighted Pipes; which provok'd me to threfu 'em 
foundly; but I was fevereJy reprimanded for my 
Pains, and confin' d to my Tent for five or fix Days, 
where I only repented that I had not dealt my Blows 
in a double Meafure. Thefe Savages refented the 
Matter fo highly, that they ran prefent1y to their 
Butts, and flew to their Fufees, in order to kill me. 
Nay, all that could be done was fcarce fufficient to 
appeafe 'em; for the Difpute came to that height, 
that they would have left us, if it had not been 
that our Men affur'd 'em 1 was 
~ drunk, that all the French were 
prohibited to ·give me either Wine 
or Brandy, and that I lhould cer
tainly be imprifon'd as foon as the 
Campaign were over. However, the 

..,. Among t !Je S."t.va
gcs dnm 1:m Perjims 
are alway s e.wtts'd; 
for the Bottle at
to.>Jes for nll Crime:. 

poor Wretches, the Prifoners, were carried to I!2J'e
bec; from whence they are to be fent to the French 
Gallies. Much about that time, the Sieur de la 
Forefl, one of Mr. de ta Salte's Officers, arriv'd at 
the Fort in a great Canow, being conducted thither 
by eight or ten Cottrcurs de Bois. He gave Mr. de 
De1Joncvi1te to underftand, that a Party of the Iltinefe 
and the Omnamis waited for the Hurons and the 
Outaouas at the Lake of St. Claire, in order to join 
,em, and to march with joint Forces to the River 
of the ~fonantouans, that being the Place of their 
general Rendezvous. He added, that in the Lake 
of the Hurons near Afif/ilimakiuac, I\lr. de la Duran
tais, affifted by the Savages, our Allies, had taken 
~n .Englifo. Company, conducted by fome Iroquefe, 

· who 
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who had fifty thoufand Crowns worth of Goods in 
their Canows, to be difpos'd of in Exchange with 
the Nations that dwell upon thefe Lakes; as alfo, 
that Mr. DuZhut had taken another EngJifh Convoy, 
being affifted by the Courettrs de Bois, and the Sava
ges, who had fhar'd the former Capture; and that 
he had kept the EngJifb and Iroqtteje as Prifoners, as 
well as their Commander, who was call'd Major 
Gregory. In fine, he reprefented to Mr. de Denon· 
rvilte, that 'twas high time for him to fet out from 
Fort Frontenac, if he mcan'd to appear at the gene
ral Rendezvous, where the Auxiliary Troops fent 
from the Lakes would arrive very fpeedily. The 
next Day, being the 3d of ]vty, the Sieur de la 
Foreft embarqued again for Niagara, and fteer'd to 
tife North-fide of the Lake. At the fame time we 
embarqued, and fiood to the oppofite fide of the 
Lake, being favour'd by the Calms which in that 
~1onth are very common. 

By good luck our whole Body arriv' d almoft at 
one and the fame time in the River of the 9"'fonomott
ans; and upon that Occafion, the Savages, our Al
lies, who draw Predictions from the tnoft trifling 
Accidents> fhew'd their wonted Superftition in take
ing this for an infallible Prefage of the utter De
firuCtion of the Jroquefe: Tho' after all, they prov'd 
fa]fe Prophets, as you will find by the Sequel of this 
Letter. The fame Night that we landed, we hawl'd 
our Canows and Boats out of the \Vater, and fet a 
:fl:rong Guard upon 'em. This done, we built a Fort 
of Stakes or Pales, where we left the Sieur DorcvitJers 
with four hundred Men to guard our Shipping and 
:Baggage. The next Day, a young Canadefe, call'd 
Fontaine lvfarion, was unjuftly 1hot to Death. His 
Cafe ftood thus: Having travel'd frequently all over 
this Continent, he was perfetl:ly well acquainted 
with the Country, and with the Savages of Ca11ada; 
and after the doing of fevcral good Services to the · King 
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King, defir'd Leave from the Governor General to 
continue h:s Travel , in order to carry on fome 
little Trade; but his Req eft was never granted. 
Upon that, he refolv'd to remove to ~f\lew-Euy,land, 
the two Crowns being then in Peace. The PlJnters 
of New-Bug land gave him a very welcome Recep
tion; for he was an aCtive Fe11ow, and one that un
derftood almoft all the Languages of the Savages. 
Upon this Confideration, he \Vas employ'd to con
duct the two Buglifb Convoys I fpoke of but now, 
and had the Misfortune to be taken along with them. 
Now, to my mind, the Ufage he met with from us 
was extream hard; for, we are in Peace with Eng
land; and befides, that Crown lays Claim to the 
Property of the Lakes of Canada. 

'I he next Day we began our l\1arch to\vards the 
great Village of the 'I'fouontouans, without any other 
Provifions than ten Biskets a Man, which every one 
carry'd for himfel£ V.le had but feven Leagues to 
march in a great \Vood of tall Trees, upon a finooth 
even Ground. The Coitreurs de Bois, with a Party 
of the Savages, led the V an, and the reft of the Sa va
ges brought up the Rear, our regu1;\r Troops and 
our Militia being poficd in the l\1iddle. The firfr 
Day the Army march'd four Leagues, and the ad
vanc'd Guards made no Difcovery. Thefecond Day 
our advanc'd Parties march'd up to the very Fields of 
the Village without perceiving any thing, tho' they 
paft wi~hin a Pifiol-fhot of five hundred C£jrm01Jfottans, 
who lay flat upon the Ground, and fufler'd 'em to 
pa s and repafs without Moleftation. Upon their In
telligence we march'd up with equal Precipitation 
and Confufion, being buoy' d up with the A pprehen
tion that the /roquefe had fled, and that at leaft their 
Women, Children, and fuperanuated Perfons would 
fall into our Hands. When we arriv'd at the Bottom 
of the Hill, upon which the Ambufcade was plac' d, 
flt the Diftance of a quarter of a League from the Vil-

1 .age, 
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6\ge, they began to raife their wonted Cry, whic 

was follow' d by the firing of fome l\1uskets. Had 
you but feen, Sir, what Diforder our Troops and 

f.ilitia were in amidil: the thick Trees, you would 
have joyn'd with me, in thinking that feveral thou
fands of Europeans are no more than a fufficient N um
ber to make Head againfi: five hundred Barbarians. 
Our Batallions were divided into !haggling Parties, 

ho fell into the Right and Lcfr, without knowing 
where they went. Inftead of firing upon the Iraquefe, 

e fir,d upon one another. 'Twas to no Purpofe to 
call in the Soldiers of fuch and fuch a Batallion, for 
we could not fee thirty Paces off: In fine, we were 
fo diforder'd, that the Enemy were going to clofe in 
upon us with their Clubs in their Hands; when the 

avages of our fide having rally'd, repuls'd the Ene
my, and purfu'd 'em to their Villages with fo much 
fury, that they brought off the Heads of eighty, and 

ounded a great many. In this Action we loft ten 
Savages, and a hundred French: \Ve had twenty or 
wo and twenty wounded, in which Number was 

the good Father Ange!eran the Jefuit, who receiv'd a 
Musket-fhot in thofe 'Parts which Orige;zchofe to lop 

ff, in order to qualify himfelf for infirutl:ing the 
Fair Sex without the Difi:urbance of Paffion, or the 
Danger of Scandal. When the Savages brought in 
the Heads of their Enemies to Mr. de DenowviJte, they 
ask"d him why he halted, and did not march up? 
He made Anf wer, that he could not leave his wound
ed Men behind, and that he thought it proper to 
encamp, that the Surgeons might have time to drefs 
t. eir Wounds. To obviate this Pretence, the Sa-
"ages offer' d to make Litters for the traniportin~ 

of!)em to the Village, that lay but ·a little way off. 
But our General did not approve of their Advice; 
upon which, notwithftanding his Remonfirances, 
they drew up into a Body, and tho' they confifted 
ften different Nations, agreed in a: joint Refolu

tiot. 
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ion of purfuing their Enemy, in hopes of taking, at 

leaft their Women, their old Men, and their Chil
dren. Our General being acquainted with their Re
folution, gave 'em to know, that he earnefily defir'd 
they would refl: for one Day, and not depart from 
his Camp, and that the next Day he would burn their 
Villages, and fiarve 'em to Death by fpoiling their 
Crops. But they took this Compliment fo ill, that 
moft of 'em return'd to their own Country; remon 
itrating, ' That the French came out to fetch a Walk, 
' rather than to wage War, fince they would not 
" take the Advantage of the beft Opportunity in the 
' World : That their Ardour, like a Flafu of Fire, 
' was extinguifhd as foon as kindled: That 'twas a 
' fruitlefs Adventure, to draw together fo many 
' Warriors, from all Parts, to burn fome Hutts of 
' Bark, that the Enemy could rebuild in four Days: 
' That the 'I'fonoutouans did not matter the fpoiling of 
' their Corn, for that the other Jroquefe Nations were 
' able to fupply 'em: And in fine, That fince they 
' had joyn'd the French twice together to no Purpofe, 
' they would never truft 'em for the future, in fpite 
' of all the Remonfirances they could make. Some 
are of the Opinion, that Mr. de Deuowville ought to 
have gone farther; and others affirm, that 'twas im
poffible for him to do more than he did. For my 
Part, I fhall not venture upon any Decifion of the 
Matter; thofe who fit at the Helm are moft liable 
to be perplex' cl. To purfue the bare Matter of Face; 
we n1arch'd next Day to the great Village, and car
ry'd our wounded Men upon Litters; but we found 

othing there but Allies; for the Iroquefe had burnt 
the Village themfelves, by way of Precaution. Then 
we fpent five or fix Days in cutting down the Judim~ 
Corn with our Swords. From thence we march'd 
to the two little Villages of the q'beg:,aro1lhies and the 
Dano1zcaritaoui, which lay about two or three Leagues 

ff. Having done the like Exploits there, we re
turn'd 
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turn' d to the Lake-fide. In all thefe Villages we 
found plenty of Horfes, black Cattle, Fowl and 
Hogs. All the Country round afforded us a very 
charming, pleafant, and even Profpecr. The Fo
refis thro' which we march'd were repleniili'd with 
Oak, Wall-nut, and wild Chefnut-Trees. 

Two Days after we imbarqu'd for Ntagara, which 
lay thirty Leagues off, and arriv'd there in four 
Days. As foon as the Troops had debarqu'd, we 
imploy'd 'etn in making a Fort of Pales with four 
Bafiions, which was fini!h'd in three Days. Here we 
mean to leave 12.o Soldiers under the Command of 
Mr. des Bergeres, with Ammunition and Provifions 
for eight Months. 'fhe Fort fiands on the South fide 
of the Streight of HenAie Lake, upon a Hill; at the 
Foot of which, that Lake falls into the Lake of Fron
tenac. Yefierday the Savages our Allies took leave 
of l\1r. de DeuowvitJe, and made a Speech after their 
ufual manner; in which, among other things, they 
infinuated, That they were pleas'd to fee a Fort fo 
conveniently plac'd, which might favour their Re· 
treat upon any Expedition againft the Iroquefe ; 
'"I' hat they depended upon his Promife, of continu· 
ing the War till the five Nations fhould be either 
deH:roy' d or difpoffefs' d of their Country; that they 
earnefil y defir' d that part of the Army fhould take 
the Field out of hand, and continue in it both Win
ter and Summer, for that they would certainly do 
the fame on their Part ; and in fine, that for as 
much as their Alliance with France was chiefly 
grounded upon the Promifes the French made of 
liftening to no Propofals of Peace, till the five Na
tions fhould be quite extirpated; they therefore 
hop'd they would be as good as their Word; efpe ... 
cially confidering that a Ce1fation of Arms would 
fully the Honour of the French, and infallibly dif
engage their Allies. Mr. de Denowville gave them 
freili A1furances of his Intention to carry on the War, 

in 
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in fpite of all the Efforts of the Iroquefe; and in a 
Worrl, proteil:ed that he would profecute this Defign 
fo vigoroufly, that in the End thefe Barbarians 
fuould be either quite cut off, or oblig'd to fhift their 
Seats. 

The General call' d for me that very Day, and ac
quainted me, that in regard I undedl:ood the Lan~ 
guage of the Savages, I was to go with a Detach
ment to cover their Country, purfuant to their Re
quefi. At the fame time he affur'd me, he would in
form the Court of the Reafons that n1ov'd him to 
detain me in Canada, notwithfianding that he had 
Orders to give me leave to go home. You may ea
fily guefs, Sir, that I was thunder-firuck with thefe 

ews, when I had fed myfelf all along with the 
hopes of returning to France, and prornoting my 
lnterefr, which is now fo much thwarted. Howe
ver, I was forc'd to be contented; for the greater 
Power bears the Sway all the \Vorld over. Purfu
ant to my Orders, I made all fuitable Preparations 
for my Voyage, without Lofs of Time. I took leave 
of my Friends, who fingled out the beft Soldiers 
for me; and made me Prefents of Cloaths, Tobac
co, Books, and an Infinity of other Things that they 
could fpare without any Inconveniency, becaufe 
they were then upon their Return to the Colony~ 
which afford_s eYery thing that one can defire. By 
good luck, I brought my Afirolabe with me from 
Moureat, which will enable me to take the Latitudes 
of this Lake, and to make feveral other ufeful Ob
fervations; for, in all appearance, I fhall be out two 
Years or fi1ch a Matter. The Men of my Detach
ment are brisk proper Fellows, and my Canows are 
both new and large. I am to go along with J\.1r. 
Dulhttt, a Lious Gentleman, who is a Perfon of 

- great :rvierit, and has Clone his King and his Coun
try ery conf1derable Services. l\1r. de 1'onti makes 

e f u ompany; and a Com ny ofSa-
vages 
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vages is to follow us. Mr. de Denowvilte will fet 
out for the Colony by the North-fide of the Lake 
of Frontenac, in two or three Days. He defigns to 
leave at Fort Fro1tteuac, a number of I\1en and 
Ammunition equal to what he leaves here. I here• 
with tranfmit fome Letters for my Relations, which 
I beg you would convey to their Hands. If I meet 
with any Opportunity, I'll fend you a Journal of 
my Voyage the next Year. In the mean time, 
I am, 

S I R, 

Tours, &c. 

LETTER XIV. 

Dated at },fi.Oitimakinac, May 26. x688. 

'T'be Author lea~ues Niagara, and has an Encoun
ter witb the Iroquefe at the End of the Land
Carriage. 'I'he After-part of his Vo)'age. A 
Dfj'cription of· tbe Country. He arrives at 
Fort St. Jofeph in the Mouth of the Lake of 
Hurons. A Detacbment of the Hurons arrive 
at the fame Place . .After an Engagement, they 
(et out.for Miffilin1akinac. Ajlrange Advm-
. tu re oj Mr. de la Salle' s Brother. Miffilima-
kinac dejcrib' d. 

SIR, 

I Am at a Lofs to determine whether 'tis owing to 
Stupidity, or Greatnefs of Mind, that the Lofs of 

my Efiate, which I infallibly forefee, does not at all 
·affect me. Your Letter is but too fhrewd a Confir· 
mation of my Prophecy : However, I cannot but 
purfue your feafonable Advice in writing tO Court; 

in 
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in the mean time fuffer me to fatisfy my Promi fe, 
in pre!enting you with a Relation of my Voyages. 

I i nbarqued at Niagara Augu.ft 3· on board a Ca
now Mann'd with eight Soldiers of my Detach .. 
ment ; and after running three Leagues againft the 
Current of the Streight, came that fame Day to the 
Place where the Navigation flops. There I met 
with the Sieur Grifolon de la 'I'ourette, Brother to M. 
DuJbttt, who had ventur'd to come from .~.Hif!ilima
kinac with a fingle Canow to join the Army. The 
4th we commenc' d our great Land-Carriage to the 
Southward, being oblig'd to tranfport our Canows 
from a League and a half below the great Fall of 
Niagara, to half a League above it. Before we got 
at any beaten or level Path, we were forc'd to 
climb up three Ivlountains, upon which an hundred 
Jroquefe might have knock' cl us all on the Ilead with 
Stones. While we were irnploy' d in this Tranfport 
Service, we were alarm' cl twice or thrice; which 
caution' d us to keep a ftrict Guard, and toTranfport 
our Baggage with all poffible Expedition: Nay, 
after all our Precautions, we were forc'd to leave one 
half of our Baggage about half Way, upon the Dif
covery of a thoufand Iroquefe that march'd towards 
us. Do you judge, Sir, if we had not fame Rea ... 
fon to be alarm'd; and whether we would fi:and to 
facrifice all to the natural Principle of Self~prefer· 
vation ; tho' indeed we were in danger of lofing 
our Lives as well as our Baggage; for we had not 
imbarqued above the Fall half a quarter of an Hour, 
when the Enemy appear'd upon the Streight fide .. 
I affure you, I 'icap'd very narrowly; for about a 
quarter of an flour before, I and three or four 
Savages had gone five hundred Paces out of our 
Road, to look upon that fearful CataraCt; and 'twas 
as much as I could do, to get at the Canows be
fore they put off. To be taken by fuch cruel Fe1-

G J9ws, 
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lows, was to me no trifling thing. 

* The Frifoners ta- It morir e nie11te, ma it rvi'Vere brtt
fun by the Iroquefe giando 8 troppo. q'o die is uothiug, 
•re frequent ly burnt. but to li'Ve in the midft of Fire 1i" is 

too much. 
As for the Water-fall of Nia!l.ara; 'tis feven or 

eight hundred Foot high, and a half a League 

broad. Towards the Middle of it we defcry an Ifland 

that leans towards the Precipice, as if it were ready 

to fall. All the Beafis that crofs the Water within 

half a Quarter of a League above this unfortunate 

Ifland, are fuck' d in by Force of the Stream: And 

the Beafis and F'fh that are thus kill'd by the pro

digious Fall, ferve for food to fifty ltoquefe, who 

are fettled about two Leagues off, and take 'em out 

of the \Vater with their Canows. Between the Sur

face of theW ater that fhelves off prodigioufly, and 

the Foot of the Precipice, three Men may crofs in 

a Breaft without any other Damage, than a fprink· 

ling of fome few Drops of vV ater. 
To return to the Story of the thoufand lroquefe; 

I mufi tell you, that we crofs'd the Streight with all 

the Vigour we were J\1afters of, and after rowing 

all Night, arriv'd next l\1orning at the Mouth of 

the Lake, which appear'd to be indifferent rapid. 

Then we were fecurc from all Danger, for the fro· 

quefe Canows are fo dull and large, that they cannot 

fail near fo quick as thofe made of Birch-bark. The 

former are made of Elm. bark, which is very hea· 

vy, and their Form is very awkward; for they are fo 

long and broad that thirty J\1en row in them, two 

abreaft, whether fitting or fi:anding, and Sides are 

fo low, that they dare not venture 'em upon the 

Lakes, tho' the Wind be very flack. Vl e coafied 

along the No th-Coaft of the Lake of Erie," being 

fi.vour'd by the ~alms, which are in a manner con

ftant in that Seafon, efpeciaJiy in the Southern 

Countries. Upon the Brink of this Lake we fre-
quently 
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quently faw Flocks of fifty or fix~y Turkies, which 
run incredibly faft upon the Sands. And the Sava
ges of our Company kill'd great Numbers of'em, 
which they gave to us in Exchange for the Fifh that 
we catch' d. The zsth we arriv'd at a long Point of 
Land which fhoots out 14 or I 5 Leagues into the 
Lake; and the Heat being exceffive, we chafe to 
tranfport our Boats and Baggage two hundred Paces 
over Land, rather than coaft about for thirty·five 
Leagues. Septemb. 6. We enter' cl the Strcight of 
the Lake of Iluron, where we met with a £lack Cur
rent of half a League in breadth, that continued tili 
we arriv'd in the Lake of St. Ctaire, which is twelve 
Leagues in Circumference. The 8th of the fame 
1\1onth we fteer~d on to the other End, from whence 
we had but fix Leagues to run againft the Stream~ 
till we arriv'd in the l\1outh of the Lake of Hurons, 
where we landed on the 14th. You cannot ima
gine the pleafant Profpect of this Streight, and of 
the little Lake; for their Banks are cover'd with all_ 
forts of wild Fruit-Trees. 'Tis true, the want of 
Agriculture finks the Agreeablenefs of the Fruit; but 
their Plenty is very furprizing. vVe fpy' d no other 
Animals upon the Shoar, but Herds of Harts, and 
Roe-bucks: And when we came to little Hlands, 
we fcour'd 'em, in order to oblige thefe Beafts to 
crofs over to the Continent, upon which they offer
ing to f wim over, were knock' d on the Head by 
our Canow Men that were planted all round the 
!flands. After our Arrival at the Fort, of which I 
was order' d to take Poffeffion, Mr. Dulhut and Mr. 
de q0uti had a Mind to reft the .felves for fame 
Days, as well as the Savages that accompany' cl us. 
This Fort which was built by Mr. Duthut, was 
garifon' d upon his own Charges by the Coureur s de 
.Bois, who had taken care to fow in it fame Builiels 
of :turkey-Wheat, which afforded a plentiful Crop, 
hat prov'd of great Ufe to me. The Garifon fur-

G z rendred 
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rendred their Poft very chearfully to my Detach

ment; and then purfued their Commerce with our 

Savages, for every one had leave to go where he 

pleas'd. This gave me an Opportunity of fending 

two Canows under a Guard of Soldiers, to diipofe. 

of a great Roll of Tobacco of 200 weight, that Mr. 

Duthut had kindly prefented me with; for that ho

nefr Gentleman inform'd me, that my Soldiers 

might eafily purchafe Corn in Exchange for Tobac

co, fooner than for any other Commodities. I am 

oblig'd to him as long as I live; but I am much 

afraid, the Treafurer of the Navy will make him 

no better Compenfation for this Piece of Service, 

than for a thoufand other Disburfements upon the 

King's Account. The Soldiers I fent with the To

bacco, return'd in the latter End of Norvember, and 

brought with 'em the Reverend Father A'Venau the 

Jefuit, who found no occafion to trouble himfelf 

with p"reaching up Abftinence from Meat in the 

time of Lent. They brought Advice, that a Party 

of the Hurons being prepar' d to march out of their 

Villages, to attack the lroquefo Beaver-hunters, 

would fpeedily repair to the Fort to reft themfelves. 

In the mean time I waited with Impatience for the 

Arrival of one 'furcot, and four more of the Cou

rettr s de Bois, who were to come to me in the begin· 

ning of December, along with fome other -Huntfmen 

tlut Mr. de Denonville had promis'd to fend me: 

But hearing no .. hing of 'em, and our Commons be· 

ing at that time very fhort, I fhould have been very 

much pinch'd, if four young Canadefe who were 

expert Huntfmen, had not tarry'd with me all Win

ter. The above-mention'd Party of the Hurous ar

riv'd Dccemb. 2. being headed by one Saentfoua11, 

who left me his Canow and his Baggage, to keep 

till he return'd; for he cou.Id not poffibly continue 

his N aTigation longer, upon the Account that the 

Surface of the Water began then to be cover'd with 
Ice. 



Ice. Thefe Savages chofe to march over Land to 
the Fort of Niagara, where they expeCted to receive 
Intelligence before they enter' d the Country of the 
Iroquefe. They march'd ten Days, i. e. fifty Leagues, 
without feeing one Soul. But at lafi: their Scouts 
perceiv'd the Foot-fteps of fame Huntfmen, which 
they trac'd at a great Pace for a whole Night, the 
Snow being then a Foot deep. Towards the break 
of Day they return' d, and gave notice to their Fel
low-Adventurers, that they had difcover'd fix 
Hutts, with ten Men lodg'd in each of'em. Upon 
this Intelligence the whole Party made a halt, in or
der to paint their Faces, to prepare their Arms, 
and to concert proper Meafures. The Attack was 
fo form'd, that two Men made foftly up to the two 
Doors of the Hutts with their Clubs in their Hands, 
to knock down any one that offer'd to come out, 
while the refi: were imploy'd in firing their Pieces. 
And the ACtion was crown'd with wonderful Suc
cefs; for the Iroquefe bei 1g furpriz'd and fhut up in 
their bark Prifons, there were but two out of fixty
four that made their Efcape ; and thefe two being 
naked and defritute of Fire-Arms, could not but 
perifu in the Woods. Three of the Httro1Zs indeed 
were k\ll'd upon the Spot, but to atone for that 
Lofs, the Aggreifors carry'd off fourteen Prifoners, 
and four Women. This done, they march'd back 
to my Fort with all poffible Expedition. Among 
the Captive Slaves, there were three who had made 
Part of the Number of the 1 ooo lruquefe that 
thought to have furpriz'd us the Year before, when 
we were imploy' d in the great Land-Carriage at 
Niagara. They gave us to underftand, that the 
Fort of Niagara was block'd up by eight hundred 
Iroqtteft, who mean'd to appear before my Poft · 
without any Delay. This troublefome Piece of 
News gall'd me to the laft Degree, for fear of being 
redu~"d to Extremities; and with that View I was a 

G ~ verr 
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very nice Husband of what Corn I had left. I was 

not apprehenfive of being attack'd by 'em, for the 

Savages never fight fairly, neither do they ever 

attempt to pull up Pallifadoes; but I was afraid 

that they would ftarve us out by cramping our 

Huntfmen in their due Range. However, the Hu

rons continuing fifteen Days in my Fort to refrefh 

themfel ves, I us' d the Precaution of ingaging them 

to affift my Huntfmen in providing Meat: But as 

foon as they took leave of me in order to return 

hotne, our Hunting was at an End, and the Gates 

were kept {hut. 

· At laft, finding that my Provifions were almoft 

~ut, I refolv' d to go to Miffitimakinac, to buy up 

Corn from the Hurons and the Outaouans. Accor

dingly, having left fome Soldiers to guard the Fort 

in my Abfcnce, I imbarq'd with the refi: of my 

Detachment ~:m the firft · of April, with a gentle 

South-Eaft Gale; by the Help of which we infenfi

bly crofs'd the Bay of Saguinan. That little Gulf is 

IX i_J ·1rs over, and in the middle of it there are 

~wo lnde Hlands, wh;ch afford a v.ery feafonable 

Shelter when a Wind arifes in the croffing over. 

Before you have crofs'd this Bay, the Coaft is all 

along full of Rocks and Shel res, one of which that 

l faw was fix Leagues broad: But above it the Coaft 

is clean and low, eipecially towards the Sand-River, 

which lies .half \Yay between that Bay and a Place 

caWd t' Anfe dtt ifomzere. Now this laft Place is 

reckon'~ thirty Leagues off the Bay. Having paft 

that, we had but thirty Leagues more to fail; which 

w~ qid withqut any Danger, but the Help of an 

Eaft-South-Eafi: Gale, that iwelJ' d the \Vaves pro

digi~uf1y. In the Mouth of the lllinefe Lake we 

met the Party of the Hurous that I mention' d before; 

and four or ·five hundred Outao;tas, who ~er~ bound 

home, after having fpent the \Vinter in hnnting of 

:Ueave~s upon the River of SagunJan. ·Both t~e) 

- · · ' · ' and 
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and we were forc'd to lye by in that Place for three 
or tour Days, by reafon of the Ice: After which 
the Lake was clear'd, and we crofs'd it together. 
When the Hurons came afhoar, they confulted 
among themfelves how to difpofe of their Slaves: 
After which they made a Prefen t of one of 'em to 
Mr. de ']ucbereau, who commanded in that Place; 
but the poor Wretch was prefently fhot to Death. 
Another of 'em was prefented to the Outaouas, who 
granted him his Life, for fuch Reafons as you 
would eaG.Jy apprehend, if you were better acquaint~ 
ed with the Policy and Cunning of that fort of Men, 
whom you now take for Beafis. 

I arriv' d in this Place on the 18th of April, and 
my Uneafinefs and Trouble took Date from the Day 
of my Arrival : For I found the Indian Corn fo 
fcarce by reafon of the preceding bad Harvefts, that 
I defpair' d of finding half fo much as I wanted. But 
after all, I am hopeful, that two Villages will fur
nifh me with almoft as much as I have Occafion for. 
l\1r. Cavetier arriv'd here May 6, being accompany'd 
with his Nephew, Father Anaftafe the Recoil et, a 
Pilot, one of the Savages, and fome few Frencbme11, 
which made a Sort of a party-colour'd Retinue. 
Thefe Frenchmen were fome of thofe that Mr. de ta 
Satle had conducted upon the Difcovery of Miffifipi. 
They give out, that they are fent to Canada, in 
order to go to Frauce, with fome Difpatches from 
Mr. de ta Satte to the King: But we fufpect that he 
is dead, becaufe he does not return along with 'em. 
I fhall not fpend time in taking notice of their great 
Journey over Land; which by the Account they 
give, cannot be lefs than eight hundred League!. 

Miffiiimaki1zac, the Place I am now in, is certainly 
a Place of great Importance. It lies in the Latitude 
of forty-five Degrees, and thirty Minutes; but as 
for its Longitude, I have nothing to fay of it, for 
. eafons mention'd in my fecond Letter. 'Tis not 

~ ~ a9ove 
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above half a League diftan t f!om the Itlinefe Lake, 
an Account of which, and indeed of all the other 
Lakes, you may expect elfe-where. Her_e the Hu
rons and Outaouas have, each of 'em, a Village ; the 
one being fever'd from the other by a fingle Palli· 
fadoe: But the Outaottas are beginning to build a 
Fort upon a Hill, that fiands but Iooo or I 2oo 
Paces off. This Precaution they were prompted to 
by the l\1urder of a certain .Huron, call'd Sa11da
ouires, who was affaffinated in the Saguinan River by 
four young Outaouas. In this Place the Jefuits have 
a little Houfe, or College adjoining to a fort of a 
Church, and inclos'd with Pales that feparate it from 
the Village of the Hurons. Thefe good Fathers la
villi away all their Divinity and Patience to no pur
pofe, in converting fuch ignorant Infidels: For all 
the length they can bring 'em to, is, that oftentimes 
they'll defire Baptifm for their dying Children, and 
feme few fuperannuated Perfons confent to receive 
~he Sacrf!ment of Baptifm, when they find thezufelvcs 
at the Point of Death. The Cottreur s de Bois have 
but a very iinall Settlement here; though at the 
fame time 'tis not inconfiderale, as being the Staple 
9f ail the Goods that they truck with the South and 
the \V eft Savages; for thry cannot avoid paffing 
this way, when they go to the Seats of the Illinefe, 
and the Oumamis, or to the Bay des Puants, anq 
~o the River of llfiJ!ijipi. The Skins which they im
port from ~hefe different Places, mufi lye here fome 
time before they are tranfported to the Colony. 
Miffitimakinac is fituated very advantageou!ly; for 
the lroqtte/e dare not venture with their forry Ca
nows, to crofs the.Streight of the Ji!hzefe Lake, which 
is two Leagues ·over; befides that the Lake of the 
Hurons is too rough. for fuch :!lender Boats : And as 
they cannot come to it by \\i' at er, fo they cannot 
approach to it by Land, by reafon of the Marfhes, 
Pens, and little Rivers, which 'twould be very diffi ... 
' ' · ' · · · cul~ 
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cult to crofs; not to mention that the Streight of the 
Illinefe Lake lies frill in their way. 

You can fcarce believe, Sir, what vaft Sholes of 
white Fifh are catch'd about the middle of the Chan
nel, between the Continent and the Hie of Mtffili
makinac. The Outaouas and the Hurons could never 
fubfift here, without that Fifhcry ; for they are 
oblig'd to travel above twenty Leagues in theW oods, 
before they can kill any Harts or Elks, and 'twould 
be an infinite Fatigue to carry their Carcafes fo far 
over Land. This fort of white Fifh in my Opinion, 
is the only one in all thefe Lakes that can be call'd 
good ; and indeed it goes beyond all other forts of 
River Fifu. Above all, it has one fin gular Proper
ty, namely, that all forts of Sauces fpoil it, fo 
that 'tis always eat either boil'd or broil'd, without 
any manner of Seafoning. In the Channel I now 
fpeak of, the Currents are fo ftrong, that they 
fometimes fuck in the Nets, though they are two 
or three Leagues off. In fome Seafons, it fo falls 
out that the Currents run three Days Eaftward, two 
Days to the \V eft, one to the South, and four North· 
ward; fometirnes more, and fometimes leiS. The 
Caufe of this Diverfity of Currents could never be 
fathom'd, for in a Calm, they'll run in the Space 
of one Day, to all the Points of the Compafs, i. e. 
fomctimes one way, fometimes another, without any 
Limitation of Time; fo that the Decifion of the Mat
ter mufi: be left to the Difciples of Copernicus. Here 
the Savages catch Trouts as big as one's Thigh, 
with a fort ofFi!hing-Hook made in the Form of an 
Awl, and made faft to a Piece of Brafs Wire, which 
is join'd to the Line that reaches to the Bottom of 
the Lake. This fort of Fifhery is carried on not 
~mly with Hooks, but with Nets, and that in v Tin
ter, as well as in Summer: For they make Holes 
in the Ice at a certain Diftance one from another, 
thro' which they conduCt the Nets with Poles. The 
•·'' · Outa-
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Outaottas and the Hurons have very pleafant Field~, 
in which they fow Indian Corn, Peafe, and Beans, 
befides a fort of Citruls, and Melons, which differs 
much from ours, and of which I fhall take Occafion 
to fpeak in another Place. Sometimes, thefe Sava
ges fell their Corn very dear, efpecially when the 
Beaver-hunting happens not to take well: Upon 
which Occafion they make fufficient Reprifals upon 
us for the extravagant Price of our Commodities. 

As foon as I have bought up fixty Sacks of Corn, 
each of which 1nay weigh fifty Pound, I am to march 
with my Detachment alone to St. Mary's Fort, in 
order to ingage the Sauteurs or the Inhabitants of 
Saut Saint Marie, to join the C utaouas; after which 
we mean to march with joint Forces to the Country 
of the Iroquefe. Befides thefe, there's a Party of 
a hundred Hurous ready to march, under the Com
mand of the great Leader Adario, whom the Fre11ch 
call the Rat; but they do not march our way. I 
fhal1 write to you with the firft Opportunity after 
my Return fi·om this Expedition. Perhaps the J e
fuits will fend your Letters for me along with Mr. 
Denonvitle's to Fort St. ]ofcph, where I am to re fide. 
I iliall expect their Arrival with the utmoft Impa
tience. In the mean time I fend you a Letter di
reCl:ed to Mr. de Seignetay, the Purport of which I 
have here fubjoin'd. 'Twill be a very fenfible Ob
ligation laid upon me, if you vouchfafe to believe 
that I always am, 

SIR~ 

'Tours, 8c. 

LE'f-
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~he Letter directed to Mr. de Seignelay. 

Ilonoured 3ir, 
Am the Son of a Gentleman that fpent three 
hundred thoufand Crowns in deepening the vVa

ter of the two Garves of Bearn: He had the good 
luck to compafs his End by conveying a great many 
Brooks to thefe two Rivers; and the Current of the 
Adour was by that means fo t'lr firengthen 'd, as to 
r{nder the Bar of Bayonue paffable by a fifty Gun 
Ship, whereas in former times a Frigate of ten Guns 
durft not venture .ver it. 'Twas in Confideration of 
this great and fuccefsful Attempt, that his Majefty 
granted to my Father and his Heirs for ever, certain 
Duties and Taxes, amounting to the Sum of three 
thoufand Livres a Year. This Grant was confirm'd 
by an ACt: of the Council of State, dated Jauuary 
9· 1658, fign'd Boffuet, collated, 8c. Another 
Advantage accruing to the King and the Province 
from my Father's Services, confifts in the bringing 
down of !v1afts and Yards from the Pyreneau Moun
tains, which could never have been effeCted, if he 
had not by his Care, and by the disburfing of im .. 
menfe Sums, en]arged the Quantity of \Vater in the 
Carve of Oterou to a double Proportion. Thefe Du
ties and Taxes which had been jufily intail'd upon 
him and his Heirs, ceas,d to be ours when he dy'd; 
and to inflame the Difgrace, I loft his Places, rviz. 
that of being a Honorary Judge of the Parliament 
of Patt, and Chief Juftice in Eyre for the Province 
~f Bearn ; all which were mine by Inheritance. 
Thefe Loffes are now follow'd by an unjuft Seizure 
that fome pretended Creditors have made of the 
Barony of la Houtau, of a Piece of Ground that lies 

con-
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contiguous to it, and of a hundred thoufand Livres 
that lay in the Hands of the Chamber of Bayomze 
Thefe faithlcfs Creditors have no other Reafon to 
fue me, but that I am now in the fagg End of the 
World, and that they are rich, and fupported by 
the Credit and ProteCtion of the Parliament of Paris, 
where they hope to make good their unjuft Preten
fions in my Abfence. Laft Year I obtain'd Leave 
to return to France, in order to take care of this 
matter; but now Mr. de Denonrvitte has fent me 
with a Detachment to thefe Lakes; from whence I 
humbly petition that your Honour would vouchfafe 
me Leave to come home the next Year, and at the 
fan1e time honour me with your ProteCtion. I am, 
with all poffible RefpeCt, 

Tour Honour's, &c. 

LET 'fER XV. 

Dated at Miffitimakinac, Sept. 18. 1688. 

De(cribing the Fall call'd Saut St. Marie, ~vbere 
the Author pe~fuades tbe Inbabitants to join 
tbe Outaouas, and march aggain)l the Iroquefe. 
And containin(J' an Account of the Occurrences 
qf· the Voyage betwee;z that Place and Miffil~
makinac 

SIR, 
Am now return' cl from the !to!luefe Country, and 
have quitted the Fort of St. Jofepb, againft my 

'V ill. I cannot allow myfelf to doubt, but that yo~ 
took care of the Letter direCted for Mr. de Seigneiay,. 
which I tranfmitted to you tl~ree Iv1;onth.s ago. 

I fe~. 
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I fet out from he~ce in my Canow, June 2. And 

after my Arrival at the vVater-fall call'd Saut Saint~ 
Marie, I pcrfuaded forty young vVarlike Fellows to 
join the Party of the Outaouas that I mention'd in 
my laft. This Saut Sai11te Marie is a Cataract, or 
rather a V\r ater-fall of two Leagues in length, which 
gives Vent to the Waters of the upper Lake, and at 
the Bottom of which, not far from the J efuits Houfe, 
there's a Village of the Outchipottes, alias Sauteurs. 
This Place is a great Thoroughfare for the Coureurs 
de Bois that trade with theN orthern People, who 
ufually repair to the Brinks of that Lake in the Sum
mer. The continual Fogg that rifes from the upper 
Lake, and fpreads over the adjacent Country, ren
ders the Ground 1o barren, that it bears no Corn. 
The 13th of the fame Month I fet out from the 
abovemention'd Village, being accompany' cl by the 
forty youn,~ Sauteurs, who ernbarqu'd in five Ca
nows, each of which held eight Men. The 16th 
we arriv'd at the Hle of Detour, where my Soldiers 
and the Party of the Outaouas had tarry' d for me 
two Days. The firfi: Day was fpent by the Outaouas 
and the Sauteurs in VI arlike Feafts, Dancing, and 
Singing, purfuant to their wonted Cuftom: The 
next Day we all embark'd, and traverfing from Ifle 
to Hle, made the lfland of Manitoualin in four Days. 
This Ifland is 25 Leagues long, and feven or eight 
broad. In former times 'twas poffefs'd by the Ott
taouas of 'I:a!on, call'd the Oto1ztagans; who were 
diflodg'd by the Progrefs of the Iroqtte{e, that has 
ruin'd fo many Nations. \Ve coafted upon that 
Ifle a whole Day; and being favour'd by a Calm, 
crofs'd from If1e to lfle till we made the Eaft-fide of 
the Lake. In this Paffage we crofs' d between two 
Iflands that were fix Leagues difi:ant the one from 
the other ; and upon that Occafion our vVatermen, 
who were not us'd to venture fo far out in their 
flender Boats, were fain to tugg hard at their Oars. 

The 
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The Savages ftood out at firft, and refus'd to ven

ture fo far from Land, for they would rather have 

gone fifty Leagues about; but at I aft I over-per .. 

fuaded 'em, by reprefenting that I would have been 

very loth to venture my own Perfon, if I had not 

been fufficiently provided againft all Danger by an 

exact Knowledge of the Winds and the Storms. The 

Calm continuing, we made the River of 'fheonon

tate on the 25th. The next Day there fprung up 
a Gale from the Weft-South~ Weft, which kept us 

back for four or five Days; but our ftop was of no 

great Advantage to us, for it rain'd fo heavily, that 

we could not hunt. This Country is the ancient 

Seat of the Huro12s, as it appears from the Name they 

give to their Nations in their own Language, ~iz. 

q'beonontateronons, i. e. the Inhabitants of q-'heonou

tate. But after the Jroquefe had, upon divers Occa

fions, taken and defeated great Numbers of 'em, 

the reft quitted the Country to avoid the like Fate. 

We re-embark' d on the 29th, and on the 1ft of July 
arriv)d at Fort St. Jofepb, where the Soldiers I had 

left waited for us with great Impatience. Having 

landed fome Sacks of Corn at the Fort, we fet out 

again on the 3d of ]u!y, and purfued our Courfe 

with all Diligence, in order to an early Appearance 

in the Iroquefe Country. \Ve fa1l'd through the 

Streight or Neck, and ftood to the South-fide, of 

the Lake Erie; and being favour'd by the Weather, 

arriv'd on the 17th in the River Coude, which I 1hall 
have occafion to take noti e of in defcribing the 

Lakes of Cmzada. Immediately, upon our landing, 

the Savages fell to Work in cutring down Trees, 

and making a Redoubt of Stakes, or Pales, for the 

Security of our Canows and Baggage, and for a 
fafe Retreat to our felves in cafe of N eceffity. 

The 2oth they march, cl, each Man being provid

ed with a light Covr:ring, a Bow, and fome Arrows, 

(or elfe a Fufee) and a little Bag containing ten 
Pound 
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Pound weight of the Flour of the India1J Corn. 
They thought it m oft convenient to keep to the Banks 
of the River, upon which the Goyogoans are wont 
to fifh for Sturgeon ; for that Fifh, which is fix 
Foot in length, comes out of the Lakes in hot Wea
ther, and fwims up the Rivers. They had refolv'd 
likewife, if they found the Country clear, to march 
up and furprize the Vi1Iages of the Goyogoans: but 
they were foon eas'd of that trouble; for they had 
not march'd two Days when their Scouts defcry"d 
three hundred Iroquefe; and on the other Hand the 
lroquefe fpy' d them to filch Purpofe, that the Scouu 
efcap'd very narrowJy, and had much ado to return 
to the Body of the Party, which immediately betook 
themfelves to Flight. I was mightily furpriz'd when 
I heard the Centinel of our Redoubt cry out, Attx 
Armes, our Men are beaten fl1Jd purfued; but I was 
yet more furpriz'd when I faw the Fugitives run at 
full Speed, when there was no body behind them. 
When they came up, they were all fiJent for half an 
Hour, purfuant to their Ufe and Wont; after which 
their Leader recounted to me the Particulars of the 
Adventure. 1 thought at firft that their advanc'd 
Guards had miftook the Number of the Enemies; 
for I knew that the Outaottas had not the Reputa
tion of too much Courage; but the next Day a Par
ty of the Iroquefe appear'd in fight of our Redoubt, 
which gave me occafion to believe that they were in 
the Right of it. Nay, this Truth was afterwards 
confirmed by a certain Slave call'd Chaouanou, who 
made his Efcape to the Redoub~, and affur'd me, 
tnat the lroqucfe were not lefs than four hundred i 
to which he added, that they expected to be join'd 
by fixty more that had march'd fome Months be
fore to the Country of the Ottmamis. He inform'd 
us farther, that while the l\1arquis d~ DeJzowuille wa 
concerti1 g Meafures for a Peace with the five Na
tions, an E11gliPJman, of the Naine of Aria, accom-

any' 
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pany'd with fome others, endeavour'd to diffuade 

them from Peace, by Orders from the Governor 

.of New-Tork. . In the mean time the Savages hav

ing prefs'd me to affift at a Council of War, they 

propos'd to lie by for a fair Wind, and then to em

barque. They reprefented, that they defign' d to 

fail to the End of the Lake, where they would in

fallibly light upon the fixty Iroqut'fe that I rnention'd 

above; but withal, that they could not agree to fet 

out in a Calm, becaufe that after their quitting the 

Redoubt, and launching out, a contrary vVind 

might force 'em afhore, where their Throats might 

be cut if the Enemy purfu'd 'em. I reply'd, That 

"twas then fuch fine 'A1 eather, that we had nothing 

to expeCt but Calms ; that if we tarry' d longer 

in this Place, our Enemies would thereby gain time 

to make Canows in order to a Purfuit; that fince 

the Favourablenefs of the ~wind was fo uncertain, 

we ought to em barque without Lofs of Time; that 

we might fail in the Night, and fculk in the Day

time behind Rocks and Points of Land ; and, that 

by this means the Enemy would be at a Lofs to 

know whether we ftood to the South or to the 

North-fi.de of the Lake. The Savages made Anfwer, 

That 'twas true their tarrying might be every way 

prejudicial; but 'twas equally true, that my Expedi

ent was dangerous: However, they coniented to 

embarque along with us, and for that End gumrn'd 

their Canows. \Ve embarqu'd on the 24th at Night, 

and the Weather being fair, clear, and calm, made 

a great deal of way that Night, and the fucceeding 

Day. The next Evening we came to an Anchor, 

dcfigning to fleep for three or four Hours, but .not 

to fiir out of the Canows. About Midnight we 

weigh'd our little wooden Anchors, and one half of 
the Men row'd while the other was at refi. Thus did 

we contiuue to freer with a great deal of Precaution 

and Care, rowing all Night, and lying by all Day. 
July 
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July z8. when we were lying almofl: all afleep in 

a Creek of a little H1and, the Watch defcrying fome 
Canows that made towards us, wak' d fome Savage' 
that had gone afhore to fleep the more convenient
ly. The Noife having alarm'd us all, we prefently 
made our felves ready to get in head of thefe Canows; 
hut at the fame time, tho' we were but half a League 
off, we could not difiinguifh who they were,. by rea
fen that the Sun-beams falling perpendicularly, made 
the Surface of the Water look like a Looking-glafs. ... 
Indeed there being but two of'em, we reckon'd they 
were Mann'd with lroquefe, and that each of 'em 
contain' d at leaft twenty Men; upon which Sufpi• 
cion, the Leader of the Sauteur s offer' d to go a1hore 
with his Men, and poft himfelf at the Entry of a 
Wood, from whence he would foftly follow theCa
nows without be"ng difcover'd, 'till fuch time as we 
forc'd 'em afhore. At the fame time he propos'd 
that the Outaouas and my Detachment fhould fuffet 
'em to be within a Musket-1hot~.Dfthe Hland before 
we difcover'd our felves, or offer'd to give 'em Chafe, 
upon the Apprehenfion that if we follow'd 'em clofer, 
they would be fo far from getting on fhore, that they 
would fight as defperate, and chufe rather to be 
kill'd or drown'd than to be taken. This Propofal 
was lik'd, and every thing was manag' d accordingly. 
As foon as our unknown Enemy perceiv'd us, they 
made the Shore with all imaginable Precipitation; 
and juft when they were going to knock their Prifo
ners on the Head, the Sauteurs fell upon 'em, but 
mifs'd of their aim in taking ,em all alive; for they 
fought to the laft Gafp, like Men that knew no l\1e· 
dium betwixt Conqueft and Death. U1ta fa/us rviais 
1Ztttlam fperare faltJtem. This Engagement happen'd 
while we landed; however, the Sautcurs came off 
with Honour, for they loft only four Men, and of 
twenty Iroquefe they kilJ'd three, wounded five, and 
ook the reft Prifoners, fo that not one of, em efca p' d. 

H The 
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The Iroquefe had along with them eighteen Slaves of 

the Oumamis, who were all wounded, and [even big

belly' cl Women, from whom we had Intelligence 

that the reft of their Party were then upon their Re

turn by Land upon the Banks of the Lake, having 

thirty-four Prifoners, of both Sexes ; and that they 

could not then be far off. \Vhen this Intelligence 

was laid before us, the Outaouas were of the Opinion 

that we fhould reft fatisfied with the Feats we had 

done, upon the Plea that the above-mention'd four 

hundred lroquefe would certainly get before us. On 

the other Hand, the Sauteur s maintain' d that they had 

rather perHh than fail to attempt the Refcue of thefe 

Prifoners, and the Defeat of the whole Party ; and 

that if no body would fecond 'em, they would make 

the Attempt by themfelves. The Bravery of this 

Refolution oblig'd me to enc0urage and edge on the 

Outaouas. I remonftrated to 'em, that in regard the 

Sauteurs ingrofs'd the Glory of the former ACtion, 

they had more reafon than we to decline the Rifque 

of a fecond Engagement; that if we refus'd to back 

, em, our Cowardice would cover us with everlafting 

Infamy: And, that in order to render the Attack 

more iecure, we ought to ufe a fpeedy Precaution in 

finding out fame Point or Elbow of Land where our 

Canows, our Baggage, and our Prifoners might be 

Jodg'd fafe. The Outaouas had a great deal of Re· 

luetancy to the Matter ; however, after confulting 

among themfelves, they comply,d with the Propofal, 

more for Shame, than out of true Courage. Having 

laid down that joint Refolution, we made up a little 

fort of a Fence in fcven or eight Hours, and then fent 

out Scouts on all Hands, while the main Body was 

kept in Readinefs to march upon the firft Alarm . 

.Auguft 4· two of our Spies return' d upon full fpeed, 

to acquaint us that the Iroquefe were not above three 

Leagues off, and that they ad vane' d towards us; and 

withal, that upon the Road there was a little Brook, 
upon 
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upon which an Ambufcado might be conveniently 
laid. This Advice animated our Savages fo much~ 
that they run immediately to take Poffeffion of that 
advantageous Pofl:; but they knew not how to make 
the right ufc of it. The Ozttaouas were too hafty in 
firing; and by 1hooting at too great a Diftance; gave 
all the Enemies an Opportunity of making their 
Efcape, abating for ten or twelve, whofe Heads were 
brought into the little Fort where I Hay' d. The 
Slaves indeed were all retaken, and fo refcued from 
the Cruelty of thefe Tygers; which encourag'd us 
to refi nnisfied. V\Then the Expedition was over, we 
ftow'd thcfe poor Wretches in our Canows, and 
fteer'd with all Expedition to the Streight or Neck of 
the Lake of lluron, which we made on the I 3th. 
We enjoy'd a great deal ofPleafure in ftemming the 
Current of that Streight; the Hbnds of which, that 
I mentidn'd above, were cover'd with Roe-bucks. 
'This Opportunity we did not flight; nor did we 
grudge our flopping upon thefe H1ands for eight 
Days; during which titne we were bufied in 1-l untJ> 
ing, and refrefh'd our felves with plenty of excellent 
Fruit that was fully ripe. Here the wounded and 
retaken Prifoners had an Opportunity of refiing, 
a ne of drinking thd Broth of feveral forts of Meat; 
and we had time to broil as much 1\t!eat as we could 
ftow in our Canows, not to mention the great num
bers of Turkeys that we were oblig'd to eat upon 
the Spot, for fear that the Heat of the Seafon would 
fpoil 'em. 

In that fpace of time the poor wounded Savages 
were carefully purg;d with fuch Roots as the Ameri
Ca1ZS are well vers'd in; which I mean to explain 
to you in its proper Time and Place; and they want
ed not good Rcftoratives of Jelly-brotn. The 24th 
we re-embarqu'd, and arriv'd at Night at Fort St. 
Jofeph, where I found a Party of eighty Ottmamis, 
commanded by one Michitonka, who being lately 

H ~ return'd 
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return'd from Niagara, expeCted my Arrival with 
the utmofi: Impatience. When I landed, I was fur .. 
priz' d to fee the Fort cram m' d with Savages; but on 
the other Hand, they were equally aftonifh' d to find 
in our Company their Country-men, to whofe hard 
Fortune they had been altogether Strangers. The 
joyful Meeting fill' d the Air with Acclamations, 
and Panegyricks rung all about to an extravagant 
Degree. I wifh, Sir, you had been there to partake 
of the Pleafi.1re of fo fine a Show ; had you been 
prefent, you would have join'd with me in owning 
that all our French Rhetorick cannot reach fuch pi
thy and fignificant Figures, efpecially upon the 
fcore of Hyperbole!, as made up the Bulk of the Ha
rangues and Songs that thefe poor People utter'd 
with Rapture and Tranfport. Michitonka acquaint-

- ed me, that after he went to the Fort of Niagara, 
with a Defign to make fome Expedition into the 
Country of the '.tfono1ttouans, be found that the Scut
fVY had made fuch a terrible Havock in that Fort, 
that it had [wept off the Commander, and all the 
Soldiers, bating twelve, who had the good Luck to 
get over it, as well as Mr. de Bergeres, who by the 
Advantage of a hale Confi:itution had ftem'd the 
raging Violence of that Difl:emper. He inform'd 
me farther, that Mr. Bcrgeres having refolv'd to fet 
out with his twelve Men for the Fort of Frontenac, 
had defir'd of him a Reinforcement of fome young 
Oumamis. which was granted him; that after Mr. 
Bergeres had embarqu'd, himfelf march'd over 
Land to the Country of the Onnontag,ues, where he 
rejoin'd the Reinforcement he had granted to Mr. de 
Bergeres, and underftood from them, that during the 
Winter the Scur'Vy had carried off as many Soldiers 
at Fort Fro11tenac as at Niagara; and, that Mr. de 
DenonviJJe was negotiating a Peace with the Iroquefe. 

The Governor of Fort Frontenac had requefied 
Micbitsnka to engage in no Enterprife, and to return 

home 
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home with his Men; upon which that Leader being 
in full March homeward, was attack, cl by three hun· 
dred Onnontagrtes, whom he durfi not engage other
wife than in a running Fight, by which he Joft four 
Men. Being inform' cl of all thefe Circumftances, I 
confulted with the three different Nations that were 
then pofted in my Fort. After a m3ture Reflection . 
upon the Intelligence that was laid before 'em, they 
came to this Refolution; that fince the Marquis de 
Denowville had a Mind to clap up a Peac<", and the 
Fort of Niagara was abdicated, the Fort I then com .. 
manded would be of no Ufe; that fince I had nei ... 
ther Provifions nor Ammunition for above two 
1\fonths, I fhould be oblig'd at the End of thefe two 
Months to retreat to the Place fi·om whence I now 
write; that at that time of the Ye:1r our Navigation 
would be uncafy and dangerous; that in regard I 
Jay under an indifpenfible N eceffity of making my 
Retreat, ~ twas of no great moment whether I march'd 
off two Months fooner or later; and, in fine, that 
fince I had receiv' d no freili Orders, nor no Succours, 
'twas my Bufinefs to go off along with them. This 
Refo1ution, which was a fttfficient Argument tofway 
me, afforded matter of Joy to the Soldiers, who were 
afraid of being oblig'd to a more rigorous courfe of 
Abftinence in that Poft than they had formerly un
dergone; for the Meaft1res of a critical Abfiinence 
do not fit well upon a Soldier's Stomach. In fine, pur
fuant to our joint Refolution, we fet Fire to the Fort 
on the 27th, and embarqu'd that fame Day, and 
keeping clofe to the South ihore of the Lake that I 
took notice of in mv laft, arriv' d here on the I oth 
of September. The· Oumamis march' d over Land to 
theirownCountry, andcarry'd with 'em the Wound
ed, who were then in a Condition to march. 

Upon my Arrival in this Place, I found here l\1:r. 
de la Dttrantay, whom Mr. Deuonville has invefi:ed 
with the Corn , iffion of Command et of the Cos~rettrs 

H ~ a~ 
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de Bois that trade upon the Lakes, and in the South ... 

ern Countries of Canada. The Governor has fent 

me Orders to return to the ~olony if the Scafon an4 

other Circumftances permit; or to tarry here till the 

Spring, if I forefee unfurmountablc Difficulties in the 

J>affage. In the mean rime he has fent me EffeCts 

to anfv:er the Pay of my Detachment, and to fubfift 

!'em in the V\' inter. Thefe Orders would be extream 

acc~ptable to me, if I could but contrive how to re~ 

turn to the Colony; but that feems to be abfolutely 

~mpoffible., and both the French and the Savages 

agree that it is fo. There are in that Pa!fage fo many 

Water-falls, CataraCts, and Places where there's a 

N cceffity of tedious Land-carriages, that I dare not 

run fuch Hazards with my Soldiers, who cannot 

v:ork the Boats but upon ftagnating vVater. Upon 

~hat Confidera~ion I have thought it more proper to 

halt here till the next Year; at which time I defign 

to take the Advantage of the Company of fome 

Frenchmen and Savages, that pro~ife to take into 

each of their Canows one of my l\1en. In the mean 

time, I am upon the point of undertaking anothe~ 

Voyage, for I cannot mew n1yfelf up here all this 

Winter. I defign to make the hefi Ufe of my time, 

nd to travel through the Southern Countries that I 

have fo often heard of, having engag'd four or five 
good Huntfmen of the Otttaouas to go along with me. 

· The Party of the Fiurons that I tnention'd in the 

:Beginning of my Letter, return' d hither two Month~ 

ago, and brought with ~em an Troquefe Slave, whom 

their Leader prefented to Mr. de Juchereau, the late 

Colonel of the Coz:rcurs de Bois, and whom that Co

lonel order' d to be immedia~cly !hot. The crafty 

Leader atl:ed upon that Occafion a very cunning and 

malicious Part, the fatal Confequences of which I 

eafily forefce: lle inrrufred no body with the Secret 

but myfelf; for he is my true Friend, and he knows 

that l am his. However, l muft go no farther up"' 
. . . .. , .,, on 
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on th;s Matter, left my Letter fhould be intercepted. 
Tho, after a11, if the Blow were not already given, 
or if 'twere poffible to remedy it, my Friendfhip 
1hould not hinder me from acquainting Mr. de De-
nowvilte with the Intrigue, that he might get clear 
of it as well as he could. If it pleafes God to allow 
me a fafe Return to Fra1tce, I fhall tell you the 
Story by word of Mouth. 

I underftand by your Iaft, that the King has pre
ferr'd his Almoner, the Abbot of St. Valiers, to the 
Bifhoprick of ~uebec; and that this Bi!hop was 
confecrated in St. Sulpice's Church. This Piece of 
News would be very welcome to me, if I thought 
he would be lefs rigid than i.\1r. de Laval, his Pre
deceffor. But what likely hood is there that the new 
Bifhop will be of a tractable Temper? If 'tis true 
that he has refus' d other good Bifhopricks, he muft 
be as fcrupulous as the Monk Dracontius, that St. 
Athanafins cenfures for not accepting of a Prefenta
tion to a Bifhoprick that was offcr'd him. In fine, 
if he is of that fcrupulous Temper, his critical Strict ... 
nefs will fcarce go down in this Country; for the 
feople are already tir'd out with his Predeceffor's 
f:xcomm~nications. 

I am, 

.SJR, 

Tour.s, &c. 

LET 
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LETTER XVI. 

Dated at llf.iffiiimakinac, May 28. x689. 

Containing an Account if the Author's Departure 
from, and RetZ;trn to, Miffilimakinac. A De
Jcription of thf_ Bay of Puants, and its Villages. 
An ample D~Jcription of the Beavers; follow'd 
by the Journal qf a remarkable Vo)rage upon th~ 
~ong River, and a lt1ap oft he adjacent Count·y. 

SIR, 

T Hank Go.d, I aD;l now ret~rn' d from my Voy· 
age upon the Long River, which falls into the 

!tiver of Miffijipi. I would willingly have trac'd it 
up to its Source, if feveral Obftacles had not fiood 
in my way. I fet out from hence the 24th of Sept. 
accompany'd with my OW!\ Detachment, and the 
~ve Huntfmen I mention' cl in my lafi; who indeed 
did me a great deal of Service. All the Soldiers 
were provided with new Canows loaded with Provi~ 
fions and Ammunition, and fuch Commodities as 
a·re proper for the Savages: The Wind, which ftood 
then in the North, wafred me in three Days to the 
Bay of Pouteouatamis, that lay forty Leagues off. 
The Mouth of that Bay is in a manner choak'd with 
Ifles, and the Bay itfelf is ten Leagues broad, and 
~wenty-five Leagues long. 

The 29th we came to a little deeP. fort of a River, 
~hi eh difembogues at a Place where the Water ol 
~he Lake fwells thre~~ Foot high in twelve Hours, and 
decreafcs as much in the fame Compafs of time. Our 
tarrying there three or fo_ur Days· gave me an oppor.: 
tunity of making this Remark: The Villages of the 
Salc.is, the Pouteouatamis, and fame A1alominis, are 

· · · · · feated 
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feated on the fide of that River, and the J efuits 
~ave a Houfe or College built upon it. This is a 
Place of great Trade for Skins and Indian Corn, 
which thefe Savages fell to the C1ureJJrs de Boi , as 
they come and go, it being the neareft and moft 
convenient Paffage to the River of .Jrfiffifipi. The 
Soil of this Country is fo fercile, that it produces 
(in a manner without Agriculture) our European 
Corn, Peafe, Beans, and feveral other Fruits that 
are not known in France. As foon as I landed, the 
Warriors of thefe three Nations came by turns to 
my Apartment, to regale me with the Calumet-Dance, 
and with the Captaiu' s-Dance; the former being a 
Signification of Peace and Friendfhip, and the latter 
of Refpeet and Efieem. I return' d the Compliment 
with a Prefent of fome Rolls of BrafiJ Tobacco, 
which they value mightily,and fomeStrings ofVenic~ 
Beads, with which they imbroider their Coats. Next 
Morning I was invited to a Feaft with one of the 
three Nations; and after having fent to 'em fome 
Difhes and Plates, purfuant to the Cufiom of the 
Country, I went accordingly about Noon. They 
began with congratulating my Arrival, and after I 
had return'd them Thanks, fell a Singing and Dan
cing one after another, in a particular Manner, of 
which you may expeet a circumfiantial Account 
when I have more Leifure. The Singing and Dancing 
afi:ed for two Hours, being feafon'd with Acclama

tions of Joy and Jefts, which make up part of their 
ridiculous Mufick. After that the Slaves came to 
ferve, and all the Company fat down after the EaJl
ern fafhion, every one being provided with his Mefs, 
juft as our Monks are in the 1\IIonaftery-Halls. 

Firft of all, four Platters were fet down before me2 

in the Firft of which, there were two white Fifh on
ly boil'd in \Vater; in the Second, the Tongue and 
Breaft of a Roe-buck boil'd; in the Third, two 
Wood-hens, the ~ind Feet or Trotters c;>f a B~ar, and 
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the Tail of a Beaver, all roafied; and the Fourth 
contain' d a large Quantity of Broth made of feveral 
forts of Meat. For Drink they gave me a very plea
fant Liquor , which was nothing but a Syrup of 
Maple beat up with Water; but of this more elfe .. 
where. The Feafl: lafted two Hours; after which 
I in treated one of the Grandees to fing for me; for 
in all the Ceremonies made ufe of among the Sava
ges, 'tis cnfiomary to imploy another to act for 'em. 
I made this Grandee a Prefent of fame Pieces ofTo
bacco, in order to oblige him to act my Part till 
Night. Next Day, and the Day after, I wasoblig'd 
to go to the Feafts of the other two Nations, who 
obferv'd the fame Formalities. 'Ihe moft curious 
thing I faw in the Villages, was ten or twelve tame 
:Beavers, that went and. came like Dogs from the 
Rivers to the Cottages, without ftragling out of the 
Road. I ask'd the Savages if thefe Animals could 
live out of the 'Water; and receiv'd this Anfwer, 
that they could live afhoar as well as Dogs, and 
that they had kept fome of' em above a Year, with
out fuffering them to go near the Rivers: J:'rom 
whence I conclude, that the Ca[uifts are out in not 
ranging Ducks, Geefe, and Teals, in the number 
of Amphibious Animals, as the Naturalifis are wont 
to do. I had heard the fame Story from feveral 
America11S before;, but being apprehenfive that there 
-were different Species of Beavers, I had a Mind to 
be better inform' cl: And indeed the~e is a particular 
kind of' ern, which the Savages call the cferreflrial,. 
or Land-Beaver; but at the fame time they tell 
you, thefe are of a different Species from the Am
phibious Sort ; for they make Holes or Dens in the 
Earth, like Rabbets or Foxes, and never go near 
the Water, unlefi it bet o drink. They are likewi~ 
call'd by the Savages, the lazy or idle kind, as be
ing expe1l'd by the other Beavers from the Kennels. 
· n which thefc Animals_ ~re lod~' d .. to th~ N uz;nber · · "" "' . · of 
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of 8o. Thefe K~nnels I mean to defcribe afterwards; 
in the mean time I only take occafion to acquaint 
you, that the idl~ fort being unwilling to work, 
are expell' 4 by the others, j'pft as W afps are by 
Bees; and are fo teas'd by 'em, that they are forc'd 
to quit the Kennels, which the better and more in
duftrious Race huddles up to themfelves in the Fens. 
This fupine Beaver refembles the other fort in it~ 
Figure, excepting that the Hair is rub' d off the 
Back and the.Belly, which is occafion'd by their rub
bing againft the Earth when they return to, or ftir 
out from their Holes. 

The Writers of Natural Hiftory are very much 
out, in fancying that the Beavers cut off their own 
Tefticles, when purfued by the Huntfmen; for that 
which the Phyficians call Caftoreum, is not lodg' d in 
the Tefticles, but in a certain Bag that Nature 
feems to have form'd on purpofe for thefe Animals, 
and this Bag they make ufe of to clear their Teeth, 
after the biting of fome gummy Shrub. But fup
pofing the Tcil:ides to be the proper Receptacle of 
the Cafior, we muft ftiJl conceive that 'tis impoffible 
for a Beaver to pull out his Tefticles, without rending 
~he Nerves of the Groin, in which they are feated 
juft by the Sharebone. 'Tis manifeft that Blia;z and 
feveral other Naturalifts, were fcarce acquainted 
with Beaver-hunting; for haq they known any thing 
of the Matter, they would never have talk' d of the 
purfuing of thefe Animals, which never go from 
the Side of the Pond where their Kennels are built; 
and which dive under 'Vater upon the leaft Noife, 
and return to their Dens when the Danger is over_ 
If theie Creatures · were but fenfible of the reafon 
for which War is declar'd ag~nft 'em, they would 
:flea themfelves alive; for 'tis their Skin only that 
the Huntfmen want, the Value of the Cafior being 
~othing in comparifon with th~t. A great Beaver 
·s twen~y-fix Inches long, fro.m the hind-Head, to 
· · · · - · · the 
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the Root of the Tail. 'Tis about three Foot and 
eight Inches round, its Head is feven Inches long, 
~nd fix broad ; its Tail is fourteen J nches long, and 
fix broad, and about the Middle it has the Thicknefs 
of an Inch and two Lines. The Figure of the Tail 
is Oval; the Scale with which 'tis cover' d, and which 
performs the Office of what the Phyficians call the 
Epidermis or Scarf-skin, is an irregular Hexagon. 
The Beaver carries upon its Tail the Clay, the Earth 
and other Materials of which they make their Banks 
and Kennels, or Hutcs, by a wonderful Inftinct. 
Its Ears are fhort, round and hollow ; its Legs are 
five Inches long, its Feet fix Inches and eight Lines, 
and its Paws are three Inches and a half from the 
Heel to the end of the great Toe. Its Paws are 
form'd much like a Man,s Hand, and they make 
ufe of 'em in feeding, as Apes do. The five Toes 
are join'd like thofe of a Duck, with a Membrane 
of a Slate colour. Its Eyes are of the leffer Size, in 
Proportion to the Bulk of its Body, and bear the 
Figure of a Rat's Eyes. Before its Muzzle there 
are four Fore-Teeth or Cutters, rviz. two in each 
Jaw, as in a Rabbet, befides which it has fixteen 
Grinders, that is, eight in the upper, and as many 
in the lower Mandible. The Cutters are above an 
Inch Jong, and a quarter of an Inch broad, being 
very firong and fharp Jike a Cutlas; for a Beaver. 
affitted by its A ffociates, (if I may fo call its Fellow .. 
Beavers) cnts down Trees as big as a Hogfhead; 
which I could never have believ' d, if I had not ob
ferv'd with my own Eyes, above twenty Trunks of 
Trees cut down in that fafhion. A Beaver has two 
I~ a ys of Hair; one is long, and of a 1hining black 
Colour, with a Grain as big as that of Man's Hair; 
the other is fine and fmooth, and in Winter fifteen 
I .... ines long: In a word, the !aft is the fineft Down in 
the vVorld. The Skin of fuch a Beaver as I have 
n.ow ~efcrib'd, '¥ill be ~wo found weight, but the 
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Price varies according to the Goodnefs. In Winter 
and Autumn the Flefh of a Beaver eats very well, 
ifit be roafted. Thus, Sir, I have prefented you 
with an exaCt Defcription of thefe reputed Atnphi
bious Animals which make fuch StruClures, that all 
the Art of Man can fcarce equal. Upon another 
occafion perhaps I may give you a circumftantial 
Account of their wonderful StruCl:ure, which I de
cline at prefent, becaufe the Digreffi.on would be 
too tedious. 

To return to my Voyage. After our Arrival in 
the Bay of Po1tteouatamis, we bid adieu to the Na
vigation upon the Lakes of Canada ; and fetting out 
Sept. 30, arriv'a OClob. 2. . at the Foot of the Fall of 
Kakalin, after ftemming fome little Currents in the 
River of Pua1Jts. The next Day we accomplilh'd 
the fmall Land-carriage, and on the sth arriv'd be
fore the Village of Kikapous, in the Neighbourhood 
of which I incamp'd the next Day, in order to re
ceive Intelligence. That Village ftands upon the 
Brink of a little Lake, in which the Savages fifh 
great Quantities of Pikes and Gudgeons. I found 
only thirty or forty Men fit for 'il ar in the Place, 
for the reft were gone a Beaver-hunting fome Days 
before. The 7th I reimbarqu'd, and rowing hard, 
made in the Evening the little Lake of Malominis, 
where we kill'd Bucks and Buftards enough for Sup
per. We went afhoar that Night, and built Hutts 
for our felves upon a Point of Land that fhoots out; 
by Break ofDay I went in a Canow to the Village, 
and after an Hour's Conference with fome of the Sa
vages prefented 'em with two Rolls of Tobacco, and 
they, by way of Acknowledgement, made me a Pre
fent of two or three Sacks of Oatmeal : For the Sides 
of the Lake are cover'd with a fort of Oats, which 
grows in Tufts, with a tall Stalk, and of which the 
Savages reap plentiful Crops. The 9th I arriv'd at 
the Foot of Or1tagamis Fort, were I found but few 

FeopJe; 
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People ; however, they gave me a very kind it e.;; 

ception, for after dancing the Calumet before the 

Door of my Hutt, they made me a Prefent of Veni· 

fon and Fifh. Next Day they convey'd me up the 

River, to the Place where their Folks were hunt

ing the Beavers. The 1 Ith we imbarqu'd, and land

ed the I 3th upon the Shoar of a little Lake, where 

the Head of that Nation refided. After we had 

rear'd up our Hutts, that General gave me a Vifit, 
and inquir' d which way I intended to move. I 
made Anfwer, that I was fo far from defigning to 

march toward the NadoueJ!ious his Enemies, that I 
1hould not come near 'em by 1 6o Leagues ; and to 

confirm the Innocence of my Intentions, I pray'd 

him to fend fix Warriors to accompany me to the 

long River, which I defign'd to trace up to its Source. 

He reply'd, that he was extream glad to find that I 
carry'd neither Arms nor Cl oaths to the Nadoueffious; 
that he faw I had not the Equipage of a Coureur de 
Bois, but that on the contrary, I had fome Difcove .. 

ry in my View. At the fame time he caution;d me 
not to venture too far up that Nob le River, by rea

fan of the Multitudes of People that I would find 
there, though they have no Stomach for War: He 
meant, that fome numerous Party might furprize 

me in the Night-time. In the mean time, inftead 

of the fix Warriors that I defir'd, he gave me ten, 

who underftood the Lingua, and knew the Country 

of the Eokoros, with whom his Nation had main

tain'd a Peace of twenty Years ftanding. I ftay'd 

two Days with this General, during which time he 
regal'd me nobly, and walk'd about with me to give 
me the SatisfaCl:ion of obferving the Difpofure of the 

Cottages of the Beaver-hunters; a Defcription of 
which, you may expeCl: in another Place; I prefent· 

ed him with a Fufee, twelve FJint-ftones, t\vo Pound 

ofPowder, four Pound of Ball, and a little Axe, 

and I gave each of his two Sons a great Coat, and 
a Roll 
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Roll of BrafiJ Tobacco. Two of the ten \Varriors 
that he gave me, could fpeak the Language of the 
Outaouas, which I was well pleas'd with; not that I 
was a Stranger to their own Language, for between 
that and the Algonki1z there is great Difference, but 
in regard that there were fever a! Words that puzled 
me. My four Outaouas were tranfported with thi 
little Reinforcement, and were then fo incouraged, 
that they told me above four times, that we might 
venture fafely fo far as the Plantation of the Sun. 
I embarqued with this fmall Guard the I 6th about 
Noon, and arriv'd that Night at the Land Carriage 
of Oui(confinc, which we finifh'd in two Days, that 
is, we left the River of Puants, and tranfported our 
Canows and Baggage to the River Ouifconjinc., 
which is not above three quarters of a League dif
tant, or thereabouts. I fhall fay nothing of the Ri
ver we left, but that 'twas muddy, full of Shelves, 
and inclofed with a fteep Coaft, Madhes, and 
frightful Rocks. 

The 19th we embarqu'd upon the River Ouifcotz
finc, and being favour'd by a fiack Current, arriv,d 
in four Days at the Place where it empties it felf 
into the River A-fijfijipi; which is about half a 
League broad in that part. The Force of the Cur
rent, and the Breadth of that River, is much the 
fame as that of the Loire. It lies North-Eaft, and 
South-Weft; and its Sides are adorn'd with I\1eadows, 
lofty Trees and Firs. I obferv'd but two Hhnds up
on it, though there may be more, which the Dark
nefs of the Night hid from us as we came down. 
The 23d we landed upon an Ifland in the River 
Miffifipi, over againft the River I fpoke of but now, 
and were in hopes to find tome wild Goats there, 
but had the Ill -fortune to find none. he Day af
ter we croft to t'other Side of the River, founding it 
every where, as we had done the Day before, and 
found nine Foot Water in the fhalloweil .Place. The 

2d 



i i i Some New Voyages 
2d of Norvember we made toe Mouth of the Long 

River, having firft ftem'd feveral rapid Currents of 

that River, though 'twas then at low eft Ebb. In 

this little Paffage we kill'd feveral wild Beeves whidi 

we broil'd, and catch'd feverallarge abs. On the 

gd we enter'd the Mouth of the Long Ri'Ver, which 

looks like a Lake full of Bull-rufhes ; we found in 

the middle of it a narrow Channel, upon which we 

fteer'd till Night, and then lay by to fieep in our 

Canows. In the Morning I enquir' d of my ten 

Outagamis, if we had far to fail before we were 

clear of the Rufhes, and receiv'd this Anfwer, that 

they had never been in the Mouth of that Rivet 

before, though at the fame time they affur' d me, 
that about twenty Leagues higher, the Banks of it 

were clad with Woods and l\1eadows. But after all 

we did not fail fo far, for about ten a Clock next 

Morning the River came pretty natrow, and the 
Shoar was cover' d \vith lofty Trees; and after con• 

tinuing our Courfe the reft of that Day, we had a 

Profpeet of Meadows now and then. That fame 

Night we landed at a Point of Land, with a Defign 

to drefs our broil'd Meat, for at that time we had 

none frefh. The next Day we ftop' d at the firft 

Ifland we faw, in which we found neither Man nor 

Beaft; and the Evening drawing near, I was un

willing to venture far into it, fo we e'en cnntented 

our felves with the catching of fome ferry Filh. 

The 6th a gentle Gale fprung up, which wafted us 

to another lfiand about xz Leagues higher, where 

we landed. Our Paffage to this Place was very 

quick, notwithfianding the great Calm that always 

prevails upon the River~ which I take to be the leaft 

rapid River in the World. But the Quicknefs of 
the Paffage was not the only Surprifal, for I was 

amaz'd that I faw no Harts, nor Bucks, nor Tur

keys, having met with 'em all along in the other Parts 

of my Difcovery. The 7th the fame Wind drove us 
tO 
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to a third Ifiand, that lay ten or tweJHe Leagues 
off the former, which we quitted in the Morning. In this third Hland our Savages kill'd thirty or forty 
Pheafants which I was not ill pleas'd with. 

The 8th the Wind proving unferviceable to u$, 
by reafon that 'twas intercepted by Hills cover' d 
with Firs, we ply'd our Oars.; and about two in the 
Afternoon, defcry'd on the left Hand large Mea• 
dows, and fome Huts at the diftance of a Quarter 
of a League from the River. Upon this Difcovery; 
our Savages and ten of the Soldiers jump'd upon the 
Shoar, and directed their Courfe to the Houfes; 
where they found fifty or fixty Huntfmcn prepar'd to 
receive 'em, with their Bows and Arrows. As foon. 
as the Huntfmen heard the Voice of the Outagamis; 
they threw down their Arms, and prefented the 
Company with fome Deer that they had jufr kill'd, 
which they likewife help'd to carry to my Canows. 
The Benefatl:ors were fome of the Eokoros, who had 
left their Villages, and come thither to hunt. I pre
fcnted 'em, more out of Policy, than Acknowledg· 
ment, with Tobacco, Knives and Needles, which 
they could not but admire. Upon this, they re
pair'd with Expedition to their Villages, and gave 
their .Affociates to underfrand, what a good fort of 
People they had met with; which had fo much In
fluence, that the next Day towards the Evening, 
there appear'd upon the River-fide above two thou
fand Savages, who fell a dancing as foon as they 
defcry'd us. Thereupon, our Outagamis went afi10ar, 
and after a fhort Conference, feme of the princi
pal Savages_, imbarqu,d on board of our Canows, 
and fo we all fteer'd to the chief Village, which we 
did not reach till Midnight. I order'd our Huts 
to be made up on a Point of Land near a little Ri 
ver, at the Diftance of a quarter of a League from_ 
the Village. Though the Savages prefs' d tne ex·· 
treamly to lodge in one of their Villages, yet none 

I wen 
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went with ,em but the Outagamis, and the four Ou· 
taouas, who at the fame time caution' cl the Savages 
not to approach to our Camp in the Night-time. 
Next Day I allow'd my Soldiers to refrefh and reft 
themfelves; and went tny felf to vi fit the Grandees 
of this Nation, to w horn I gave Prefents of Knives, 
Sciffars, Needles, and Tobacco. They gave me to 
underftand, that they were infinitely well pleas'd 
with our Arrival in their Country, for that they 
had heard the Savages of other Nations fpeak very 
honourably of the French. I took leave of 'em on 
the 12tb, and fct out with a Convoy of five or fix 
hundred Savages, who march'd upon the Shoar, 
keeping pace with our Canows. We pafs~d by ano
ther Village that lay to the right Hand, and fiop'd 
at a third Village that was five Leag~es diftant from 
the firft, but did not difimbarque: For all that I 
defign' d, was to make a Prefent to the leading Men 
of the Village, from whom I receiv'd more Indian 
Corn, and broil'd or dry'd Meat, than I had occafion 
for. In fine, I pafs'd from Village to Village without 
flopping, unlefs it were to incamp all Night, or to 
prefent the Savages with fome Trinkets; and fo 
fieer'd on to the !aft Village, with a Defign to get 
fome Intelligence. As foon as we arriv'd at the End 
of this Village, the great Governor, who indeed 
was a venerable old Gentleman, fent out Hunters 
to bring us good Cheer. I-le inform'd me, that fixty 
Leagues higher I ibould meet with the Nation of 
the Effanapes, who wag'd War with him; that if 
it had not been for their being at War, he would. 
have given me a Convoy to their Country ; that, 
however he meant to give ·up to me fix Slaves of 
that Country, which I might carry home, and make 
ufe of as I faw Occafion; and that in failing up the 
River, I had nothing to fear, but the being furpriz'd 
in the Night-time. In fine, after he had inftrud:ed 
me in feveral very ufeful Circumftances, I immedi-

ately 
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ately made every thing ready for my Departure. 
The Commanders of this People acquainted me 
that they had twelve Villages Peopled by 2c,ooo 
Warriors; that their Number W[lS much greater be
fore the War, which they wag'd at one time with 
the Nadoneffis, the Panimoha, and theEffauapes. The 
People are very civil, and fo far from a wild Savage 
temper, that they have anAir of I-Iumanity and 
Sweetnefs. Their Huts are long, and round at the 
Top, not unlike thofe of our Savag~s; but they are 
made of Reeds and Bulrufhes, interlac'd and ce
mented with a fort of fat Earth. Both the I\Ien and 
Women go naked all over, excepting their Privities. 
The Women are not fo handfome, as thofe who live 
upon the Lakes of Cauada. There feems to b::; 
fomething of Government and Subordination amorg 
this People; and they have their Houfes fortified 
with the Branches of Trees, and Fafcines fircngth
ened with fat Earth. 

The 2r.jl we imbarqu'd at the Break of Day, and 
landed that Night in an Hland cover' d with Stones 
and Gravel, having pafs'd by another at which I 
would not put in, becaufe I would not flight the 
Opportunity of the \Vind, \vhich then fiood very fair. 
Next Day the Wind ftanding equally fair, we fet 
out and continued our Courfe all that Day, and the 
following Night; for the fix B~lfauapes inform'd us, 
that the River was clean, and free from Rocks and 
Beds ef Sand. The 23d we Ianrlcd early in the 
l\1orning on the right Side of the River, in order 
to carecn one of our Boats that fprung a Leak. 
While that was doing, we drefl: fome Venifon that 
had been prefented me by the CommJnder of the 
Iaft Village of the Eokoros; and the adjacent Coun
try being replcnifu' d with Woods, the Savages of 
our Company went a Shooting in the Forefis; but 
they h'lw nothing but fm.:dl Fowls, that thP.y did not 
think fit o fhoot at. A foon as Ne reimbarqu'd, 
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the \Vind fell all of a fudden, and fo we were fore\\ 

to ply the Oars; but moft of the Crew having flept 

but little the Night before, they row'd but very 

faintly, which oblig'd me to put in at a great Ifland 

two Leagues higher ; the fix Bffanapes Slaves hav

ing inform'd me, that this Hland afforded great 

plenty of Hares, which I found to be true. Thefe 

Animals had a ludcy Infl:inCl: in taking ilielter in 

this Hland, for there ~he Woods are fo thick, that 

we were fore' d to fet fire to feveral Places, before 

we could di f1Ddge 'em. 
Having made an end of our Game, my Soldiers 

fed heartily, and thereupon fell fo found afleep that 

I could fcarce get 'em wak' d upon a falfe Alarm, 

occafion' d by a Herd of vVolves that made a noife 

among the Thickets upon the Continent. We re

imbarqu'd next Pay at ten a Clock in the l\1orning,. 

and did not run above twelve Leagues in two Days, 

by reafon that the Savages of our Company would 

needs walk along the River fide with their Guns, to 

fhoot Geefe and Ducks; in which they had very 

good Succefs. After that we incamp'd jufi: by the 
1\fouth of a little River on the right I-Iand, and the 

Effanapes Slaves gave me notice, that the firft of 
their Villages was not above fixteen or eighteen 

Leagues off. Upon this Infonnation, I fent, by the 
Advice of the Savages of our Company, two of the 
Slaves to give notice of our Arrival. The 26th we 

row' cl briskly, in hopes to reach the firft Village 
that Day; but being retarded by the huge Quanti

ties of floating Wood, that we met in fevera] Places, 

we were fore' d to continue all Night in our Canows. 

he 27th about ten or eleven a CJock we approach

ed to th~ Village, and after putting up the great 
Calmnet of Peace upon the Prow of our Canows, 

!ay upon our Oars. 
Upon our firft Appearance, three or four hundred 

Effanapes came running to the Shoar, and, after 
dancing 
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dancing jufi: over againft us, invited us afhoar. Ai 
foon as we came near the Shoar, they began to jump 
into our Canows ; but I gave 'em to know by the 
four Effanapes SlaV~Ss, that I defir'd they fhould re
tire, which they Cl id immediately. Then I landed, 
being accompany'd with the Savages of our Com
pany, namely, the Outagamis, and the Outaouas, and 
wi,th twenty Soldiers. At the fame time I gave Or
ders to my Serjeants, to land and poft Centries. 
As we ftood upon the Shoar, all the Effauapes proftra
'ted themfelves three or four times before us, with 
their Hands upon their Foreheads ; after which we 
were convoy' d to the Village with fuch Acclama
tions of Joy, as perfeCtly frun'd us. Upon our Arri
val at the Gate, our Conductors ftopp 'd us, till the 
Governor, a Man of fifty years of Age, march'd out 
with five or fix hundred Men arm'd with Bows and 
Arrows. The Outagamis of my Company perceiy
ing this, charg'd 'em with Infolence in receiving 
Strangers with their Arms about 'em, and caWd 
out in the Eokoros Language, that they ought to lay 
down their Arms. But the Effanapes Slaves that I 
had fent in the Day before, came up to me, and 
gave me to undcrftand, that 'twas their Cuftom to 
ftand to their Arms on fuch Occafions, and that 
there was no Danger in the Cafe. However, the ob
ftinate Outagamis oblig'd us to retire immediately 
to our Canows: Upon which the leading Officer, 
and the whole Battalion, flung their Bows and Ar ... 
rows afide all on a fudden. Then I return'd, and 
our whole Company enter'd the Village with their 
Fufecs in their Hands, which the Savages admir'd 
mightily. The Leader of the Savages conduCted us 
to a great Hut, which loollJ'd as if no body had 
liv'd in it before. vVhen I and my twenty Soldiers 
had enter'd the Place, they ftopp'd the Outagamis, 
affirming,' that they did not deferve the Privilege 
of entring within .the Cottage of Peace, fince they 

I ~ had 
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h<"td endeavour' cl to create a Difference, and occafion 

a \iVar between us and the Effanapes. In the mean 

time I order' d my Men to open the Door, and to 

call out to the Outagamis, that they fhould offer no 

manner of Injury : But the Outagamis in fiead of 

coming in, prefs'd me to return with all E-xpedition 

to the Canows, which according! y I did without Lofs 
of Time, and carryed with me the four Effanapes 
Slaves, in order to leave 'em at the firft Village we 

came to. vVe had no fooner imbarqued, than the 

two other Slaves came to acquaint me that the Go· 

vernor would ftop me in his River; but the Outa· 

gamis made Ani\v·er, that he could not do that 

without throwing a l\1ountain into it. In fine, we 

aid not Hand to difpute the Iv1atter; and tho' 'twas 

then late, we row'd ftraight to the next Village, 

which lay about three Leagues off During the 

time of this Paffage, I us'd the Precaution of taking 

fi·om my fix Slaves an exact Information of the Con

fritutwn of their Country, and particularly of the 

princip:tl Village. They having a!fur'd me, that 

the Capital Canton was feared upon a fort of a Lake, 

I took up a R.efo)ution of not fiopping at the other 

Villages, where I fuould only lofe time, and Iavifh 

my Tobacco, and fteering directly to the l\1etropo

Jitan, in order to complain to their Generaliffimo. 

V./e arriv'd at the Capital Canton on the 3tl of 

Nof'lJember, and there met with a very honourable 

Reception. The Outagamis of our Company com

plain'd of the Affront they had receiv'd; but the 

Head General being already inform'd of the 1v1atter, 

1nade an fiver, that they ought to have carried off 

the Governor or Leading Officer, and brought him 

along with them. In paffing from the firfi ViJlage 

to this, we run fifty Leagues, and were follow' d by 
a Prcceffion of People, that were much more foci

able than the Governor that offer' d us that Affront. 

After our lVlen had fitted up o~1r Huts at the dii: 
tance 
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tance of a Cannon-fhot from the \Tillage ; we \, ent 
in a joynt Body with the Ozttagamis and the Outa
ouas, to the Cacick of that Nation; and in the mean 
time the Effanapes Slaves were brought before him 
by ten of my Soldiers. I was actually in the Pre
fence of this petty King, when thefe Slaves fpent 
half an hour in proftrating themftlves feveral t!mes 
before him. I made him a Prefent of Tob cco!)l 
Knives, Needles, Sci!fars, two Firelcic-ks with Flin ts, 
fome Hooks, and a very pretty tttlrt s. He was 
better fatisfied with thefe trifling things, whi ,h he 
had never feen before, than I could have been with 
a plentiful Fortune. He teftified his Acknowledg
ment of the Gift, by a Counter-prefent that w~s 
tnore folid, though not much more valuable, ;~ ; 
confifi:ing of Peafe, Beans, Harts, Roe-bucks, Geefe 
and Ducks; of which he fent great plenty to oar 
Camp : And indeed, we were extreamly we111atis ... 
ficd \\{ith f.1ch a feafonable Prefent. He gave· me 
to know, That, fince I dcfign'd to vifit the Gnacfi
tares, he would give me a Convoy of two or tl-t!"' c 
hundreci ·Men: That the Gnacfitares were a very 
honeft fort of Peo le; and that both they anci hjs 
People were link'd by a common Intereft in guard
ing off the fo1ozeemlek, which were a turbulent ?nd 
warlike Nation. He added, that the ... -ation 1 ft 
mention'd were very numerous; that they ne\ er 
took the Field witho~lt cwenty thoufand Men at leaft: 
That to reprefs the Incurfions and Infults of that 
dangerous Enemy, the Gnac(itares and his Nation had 
maintain' cl a Confederacy for fix and twenty Years; 
and that his Allies (the Gna,fitares) were forc'd to 
take up their Habitation in Hlands, where the Ene
my cannot re1ch 'em. I was glad to accept of his 
Convoy, and return'd him many thanks. I ask'd 
four Pirogues of him, which he ...., .nted very frank
ly, allowing me to pick and chufe that Number out 
of fifty. Having thus concerted my l\1eafures, I 
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was refolv'd to lofe no time· and with that view 
prder)d my Carpenters to pl!ne the Pirogues; by 
1Vhich they were th1nner and ltghter---by one half. 
The poor innocent People of this Country, could not 
conceive how we work' d with an Axe; every ftroke 
we gave they cry' d out, as if they had feen fome 
new Prodigy ; nay, the firing of Pifl:ols could not 
divert 'em from that Amazement, though they were 
equally Strangers both to the Piftol and the Axe. 
As foon as my Pi rogues were got ready, I left my 
Canows with the Governor or Prince, and beg'd 
of him that they might remain untouch'd by any 
body ; in which Point he was very faithful to me. 

I cannot but acquaint you in this Place, that the 
higher I went up the River, I met with more Dif. 
cretion from the Savage~. But in the mean time I 
rnuft not take leave of the laft Village, without giv .. 
ing fome Account of it. 'Tis bigger than all the 
reft, and is the Refidence of the Great Commander 
or Generaliffimo, whofe Apartment is built by it 
felf towards the Side of the Lake, and furrounded 
with fifty other Apartments, in which all his Rela
tions are lodg' d. When he walks, his way is ftrew'd 
with the Leaves of Trees: But commonly he is car
ry' cl by fix Slaves. His Royal Robes are of the 
fame Magnificence with thofe of the Commander of 
the Okoros: For he is naked all over, excepting his 
lower Parts, which are cover'd with a large Scarf 
made of the Barks of Trees, Th~ large Extent of 
this Village might juftly intitle it to the Name of~ 
City. 'fhe Houfes are built almoft like Ovens, but 
they Clre large and high; and m oft of 2em are of 
Reed~ c~meQted with fat Earth. The Day before 
I left this Plac~, as I was walking about, I faw thirty 
or forty Women running at full fpeed ; and being 
furpriz' d with ~he Spectacle, fpoke to the Outagamis 
~o order rpy four Slaves to fee what the Matter was; 
for thefe Slaves w~re my only Interpret~rs in thi$ 

· · unknowq 
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unknown Country. Accordingly they brought me 
word, that 'twas fome new married Women, who 
were running to receive the Soul of an Old Fellow 
that lay a dying. From thence I concluded, that 
the People were Pythagoreans; and upon that Ap
prehenfion, ask'd 'em how they came to eat Ani
mals, into which their Souls might be transfus' d : 
But they made Anfwer, that the Tranfmigration of 
Souls is always confin'd to the refpective Species, 
fo that the Soul of a Man cannot enter into a Fowl, 
as that of a Fowl cannot be lodg'd in a Quadruped, 
and fo on. The Okoros, of both Sexes, are fu1ly 
as handfome and as clever, as this People. 

December the 4th, I took leave cf this Village, ha
ving ten Soldiers on board of my Pirogue, befides 
the ten Oumamis, the four Outaouas, and the four 
Bffanapes Slaves, that I have mention'd fo often. 
Here ended the Credit and Authority of the Ca!umct 
of Peace, for the Gnacfttares are not acquainted with 
that Symbol of Concord. The firft Day we had 
enough to do to run fix or feven Leagues, by rea
fon of the Bulrufhes with which the Lake is incum
ber'd. The two following Days we fail'd twenty 
Leagues. The 4th Day a Weft-North-Weft \Vind 
furpriz'd us with fuch a boifterous Violence, that we 
were forc'd to put afhoar, and lay two Days upon 
a fandy Ground, where we were in Danger of fiarv
ing for Hunger and Cold; for the Country was fo 
barren, that we could not find a Chip of Vvood 
wherewith to warm our felves, or to drefs our Victu
als; and as far as our Eye could reach, there was 
nothing to be feen but Fens cover'd with Reeds 
and Clay, and naked Fields. Having indur'd this 
Hardfhip we fet out again, and row'd to a little 
Ifland, upon which we incamp'd, but found nothing 
there but green Fields; however, to make fome 
Amends, we fifh'd up great numbers of little Trouts, 
upon which we fed v~ry heartily. At lafr, after 

failing 
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failing fix Days more, we arriv'd at the Point or 
Lands-end of that Hland which you fee mark'd in 
my Map with a Flo\ver-de-luce. 'Twas then the 
19th Day of December, and we had not yet felt ail 
the rigorous Hardfhips of the Cold. As foon as I 
had landed and fitted up my Tents or Huts, I de
tach' cl my EJ[anapes Slaves to the firft of the three 
Villages that lay before us; for I had avoided ftop
ping at fome Villages in an Ifland upon which we 
coafied in the Night-time. The Slaves return'd in 
a great Alarm, occafion'd by the unfavourable An
fwer they receiv'd from the Gnacjitares, who took us 
for Spaniards, and were angry with them for con
ducting us to their Country. I fhall not be minute 
in every Particular that happen' cl, for fear of tiring 
your Patience. 'Tis fufficient to acquaint you, that 
upon the Report of my Slaves I immediately em
barqu'd, and pofi:ed my felf in another Ii1and that 
lay in the middle between the great Ifland and the 
Continent; but I did not fuffer the Effanapes to be 
in my Camp. In the mean time the Gnacfitares fent 
expeditious Couriers to the People that live eighty 
Leagues to the Southward of them, to defire they 
would fend fame of their Number to examine us; 
for that . People were fuppos'd to be well acquainted 
with the Spaniards of New Mexico. The Length of 
the Journey did not difcourage 'em, for they came as 
chearfully as if it had been upon a National Con
cern; and after taking a View of our Cloaths, our 
Swords, our Fufees, our Air, Complexion, and 
manner of Speech, were forced to own that we were 
not true Spaniards. Thefe Confiderations, join'd 
to the Account I gave 'em of the Reafons upon which 

undertook the Voyage, of the War we were in gag' d 
in againfi: Spain, and of the Country to the Eaftward 
that we poifefs'd; ·thefe, I fay, had fo much Influ
ence, as to undeceive 'em. Then they invited me 
!o encamp in their Ifland, and brought me a fort of 

~ · Grain 
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Grain not unlike our Lentils, that grows plentifully 
in that Country. I thank'd 'em for their In ritation, 
and told 'em that I would not be oblig,d to diftruft 
them, no'r give them any occafion to diil:ruft me. 
However, I crofs'd with my Savages and ten Sol
diers well arm'd ; and after breaking the Ice in cer
tain Places (for it had frecz'd hard for ten or twelve 
Days) I landed within two Le3gues of one of their 
Villages, to which I walk' cl up by Land. 'Tis need
lefs to mention the Particulars of the Ceremony with 
which I was receiv'd, it being the fame with what I 
deicrib'd upon other Occafions; I fball only take 
occafion to acquaint you, that my Prefents made a 
wonderful Impreffion upon the Minds of thefe 
People, whom I fhall call a rafcally Rabble, tho' at 
the fame time they are the politeft Nation I have 
yet fcen in this Country. Their Governor bears 
the Figure of a King more than any of the other 
Commanders of the Savages. He has an abfolute 
Dominion over all the Villages which are defcrib'd 
in my Map. In this and the other Hlands I faw 
large Parks, or Inclofures, ftock'd with \·dld Bee\'es 
for the ufe of the People. I had an Interview for 
two Hours together with the Governor, or the 
Cacick; and almoft our whole Conference related 
to the Spaniards of New Mexico, who, as he affur'd 
me, were not diftant from his Country ab0ve eighty 
q"azous, each of which is three Leagues. I muft 
own indeed, I was as curious upon this Head as he 
was; and I wanted an Account of the Spaniards 
from him, as much as he did from me : In fine, we 
reciprocally inform'd one another of a great many 
Particulars relating to that Head. He requefted me 
to accept of a great Houfe that was prepar' d for me; 
and his firft piece of Civility confifted in calling in a 
great many Girls, and preffing me and my Retinue 
to ferve our ielves. Had this Temptation been 
thrown in our "Nay at a more feafonable time, it had 
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prov'd irrefiftable; but 'twas not an agreeable Mefi 
for Paffengers that were infeebled by Labour and 
Want. Sine Cerere 8 Baccho friget Venus. After 
he made us fuch a civil Proffer, the Savages, upon 
my Inftance, reprefented to him, that my Detach
ment expected me at a certain Hour, and that if I 
ftay"d longer, they would be in Pain for me. This 
Adventure happen'd on the 7th of ]anuary. 

Two Days after, the Cacick came to fee me, and 
brought with him four hundred of his own Subjects, 
and four Mozeemlek Savages, whom I took for Spa
niards. 1\1y Miftake was occafion'd by the great Dif
ference between thefe two American Nations; for, 
the Mozeemlek Savages were cloathed, they had a 
thick bufhy Beard, and their Hair hung down un
der their Ears; their Complexion was f warthy, their 
Addrefs was civil and fubmiffivc, their Mien grave, 
and their Carriage engaging. Upon thefe Confide
rations I could not imagine that they were Savages, 
tho' after all I found my felf miftaken. Thefe four 
Slaves gave me a Defcription of their Country, which 
the Gnacjitares reprefented by way of a Map upon a 
Deer's Skin ; as you fee it drawn in this Map. Their 
Villages ftand upon a River that fprings out of a Ridge 
of Mountains, from which the long River likewife 
derives its Source, there being a great many Brooks 
there which by a joint Confluence form the River. 
When the Gnacfitares have a mind to hunt wild 
Beeves, they fet out in Pirogues, which they make ufe 
of till they come to the Crofs mark'd thus ( +) in 
the Map, at the Confluence of two little Rivers. 'fhe 
Hnnting of the wild Bulls, with which all the Val
leys are cover'd in Snmmer, is fometimes the Occafi
on of a cruel War: For the other Crofs ( +) which 
you fee in the Map is one of the Boundaries or Li
mits of Mozeemlek ;'and if either of thefe two Nation_s 
advances but a little beyond their Limits, it gives 
Rife to a blood Engagement. The IvlolU1tains l 

fpoke 
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fpoke of but now, are fix Leagues broad, and fo 
high that one muft caft an Infinity of Windings and 
Turnings before he can crofs 'em. Bears and wild 
Beafts are their only Inhabitants. 

The Mozeemlek Nation is numerous and puiffant. 
The four Slaves of that Country inform'd me, that 
at the diftance of xso Leagues from the Place where 
I then was, their principal River empties it felf into 
a Salt Lake of three hundred Leagues in Circumfe
rence, the Mouth of which is about two Leagues 
broad: That the lower part of that River is adorn'd 
with fix noble Cities, furrounded with Stone cement
ed with fat Earth: That the Houfes of thefe Cities 
have no Roofs, but are open above 1ike a Platform, 
as you fee 'em drawn in the Map: That befides the 
abovemention'd Cities, there were above an hundred 
Towns, great and fmall, round that fort of Sea, up
on which they navigate with fuch Boats as you fee 
drawn in the Map: That the People of that Country 
made Stuffs, Copper Axes, and feveral other Manu
faCtures, which the Outagamis and my other Inter
preters could not give me to underftand, as being al
together unacquainted with fuch things: That their 
Government was Defpotick, and Iodg'd in the Hands 
of one great Head, to whom the reft paid a trem
bling Submiffion : That the People upon that Lake 
call themfelves ~ahuglauk, and are as numerous as 
the Leaves of Trees, (fuch is the Expreffion that the 
Savages ufes for an Hyperbole :) That the Mozeemlek. 
People fupply the Cities or Towns of the ~ahttglauk 
with great numbers of little Calves which they take 
upon the abovemention'd Mountains: and, That 
the cfuhuglauk make ufe of thefe Calves for feveral 
Ends ; for, they not only eat their Flefh, but bring 
, em up to Labour, and make Cl oaths, Boots, E.? c. 
of their Skins. They added, That 'twas their Mif
fortune to be took Prifoners by the G11acjitares in the 
War which had lafted for eighteen Years; but, that 

they 
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they hoped a Peace would be fpeedily concluded, 
upon which the Prifoners would be exchang' d, pur
fuant to the ufual Cuftom. They glory'd in the 
Poifeffion of a greater Meafure of Reafon than the 
Gnacjitares could pretend to, to whom they allow no 
more than the Figure of a Man ; for they look upon 
'em as Beafts otherwife. To my minrl,~their Notion 
upon this Head is not fo very extravagant ; for I ob
ferv'd fo much Honour and Politenefs in the Con. 
verfation of thefe four Slaves, that I thought I had 
to do with Europeans: But, after all, I muft confefs, 
that the G1Jacfitares are the mofi tradable Nation I 
met with among all the Savages. One of the four 
Mozeem!ek Slaves had a redaHh fort of a Copper Me
dal hanging upon his Neck, the Figure of which is 
reprefented in the !v1ap. I had it melted by l\1r. de 
Po11ti's Gun·fmith, who underftood fomething of 
l\1etals; but it became thereupon heavier, and deep
er colour'd, and withal fomewhat traCtable. I defir'd 
the Slaves to give me a: circumftantial Account of 
thefe I\1eda1s; and accordingly they gave me to un
derfiand, that they are made by the ~~brtglauk., who 
are excellent Artizans, and put a great Value upon 
fi1ch Medals. I could pump nothing farther out of 
'em, with relation to the Country, Commerce and 
Cufioms of that remote N~ttion. All they could fc1y 
was, that the great River of that Nation runs all a
long\./ eftward, and that the fait I.ake into which it 
falls, is thl ee hundred Leagues in Circumference, and 
thircy in Breadth, its Mouth firetching a great way 
to the Southward. I would fain have fatisfied my 
Curiofity in being an Eye-·witnefs of the 1V1anners 
and Cuftoms of the ifahttglauk; but that being im
practicable, I was fore' d to be inftruCted at fecond 
Hand by thefe lvfozeemlek Slaves; who atfur'a me, 
upon the Faith of a Savage, that the 'fahttglauk we;-tr 
their Beards two Fingers breadth long; that their 
Garments reach down to their Knees; that they co-

ver 
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"er their Heads with a fharp-pointed Cap; that they 
always wear a long Stick or Cane in their Hands, 
which is tipp'd, not unlike what we ufe in Europe; 
that they wear a fort of Boots upon their Legs which 
reach up to the Knee ; that their Women never 1hew 
themfelyes, which perhaps proceeds from the fame 
Principle that prevails in Italy and Spai11 ; and, in 
fine, that this People are always at vVar with the 
puiffant Nations that are feated in the Neighbour
hood of the Lake ; but withal, that they never dif"" 
quiet the ftrowling Nations that fall in their way, 
by reafon of their W eaknefs: An admirable Leffon 
for fome Princes in the World, who are fo much in
tent upon the making ufe of the firongefi: Hand. 

This was all I could gather upon that SubjeCt. My 
Curiofity prompted me to defire a more particular 
Account; but unluckily I wanted a good Interpre
ter; and having to do with feveral Perfons that did 
not well underftand themfelves, I could make no
thing of their incoherent Fufiian. I prefented the 
poor miferable Slaves with fomething in proportion 
to the Cufi:om of that Country, and endeavour'd to 
perfuade 'em to go with me to Canada, by making 
'em fuch Offers as in their Efteem would appear hke 
Mountains of Gold ; but the Love they had for their 
Country fi:ifled all Perfuafions; fo true it is, that Na
ture reduced to its juft Limits cares but little for 
Riches. 

In the mean time it began to thaw, and the Wind 
hop'd about to the South-weft; upon which I gave 

notice to the great Cacique of the Gn~tcfitares, that I 
had a mind to return to Canada. Upon that occafion 
I repeated my Prefents; in Cornpenfation of which, 
my Pirogues were fiow' d with Beef as full as they 
could hold. This done, I embarqu'd, and ( rofs'd 
over from the little Ifland to the Continent, where I 
fixed a great long Pole, with the :Arms of France done 
upon a Plate of Lead. I fet out the 26th of]anuaty, 

and 
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and arrived fafe on the 5th of February in the Country 
ofthe Ej[anapcs. We had much more Pleafure in 
failing down the River, than we had in going up; 
for we had the agreeable Diverfion of feeing feveral 
Huntfmen fuooting the Vlater-Fowl, that are plen
tiful upon that River. You muft know, that the 
Stream of the Long River is all along very flack and 
eafy, abating for about three Leagues· between the 
fourteenth and fifteenth VilJage; for there indeed its 
Current may be call'd rapid. The Channel is fo 
ftraight, that it fcarce winds at all from the Head to 
the Lake. 'Tis true 'tis not very pleafant; for mof? 
of its Banks have a difmal Profpecr,. and the Water 
it felf has an ugly Tafie;. but then its Ufefulnefs at
tones for fuch Inconveniencies; for, 'tis navigable 
with the greatefi Eafe,. and will bear Barques of fifty 
Ton, till you come to that Place which is mark'd 
w th a Flower-de-luce in the l\1ap, and where I put 
up the Pofi that my Soldiers chriften'dta Hontan'sLi
mit. lt1arch 2. I arriv'd in the Mi.ffifipi, which was 
then much deeper and more rapid than before, by 
reafon of the Rains and Land-floods. To fave the 
Labour of rowing; ~e then lefc our Boats to the 
Current, and arriv' d on the I oth in the Hland of 
Rencontrcs, which took its Nam.e from the Defeat 
of 4oo Iroqucfo a.ccomplifh' d there by 300 Nadoue.ffis. 
The Story of the Encounter is briefly this: A Party 
of 400 Iroquefe having a Mind to furprife a certain 
People in the Neighbourhood oftheOtentas (of whom 
1nore anon) march'd to the Country of the !Jtinefo, 
where they built Canows, and were furnifh'd with 
Provifions. After that they embarqu'd upon the Ri
ver Miffiftpi, and ~·ere difcover'd by another · li~tle 
Fleet that was failing down the other fide of the fa rue 
River. The Iroquefe crofs' d over immediately to that 
Ifland, which is fince call'd ./lux Rencontres. The 

/ .l\fadoueffis, i. c. the other little Fleet, being fufpici
ous of fome ill Defign, without knowing what Peo

ple 
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pie they were, (for they had no Know ledge of the 
Jroquefe but by Hear-fay); upon this Sufpicion, I fay, 
they tugg?d hard to come up with 'em. The two 
Armies pofted themfelves upon the Point of the 
Hland, where the two Croffes are put down in the 
Map; and as foon as the Nadoueffis catne in fight, the. 
Iroquefecry'd out in the IIJinefe Language~ tf7ho are 
ye? To which the Nadoueffis anfwer'd, Some body: 
And putting the like Quefiion to the Iroquefe, receiv'd 
the fame Anfwer. Then the /t'oquefe put this Quef
tion to 'em, tf7here are yott a goi1Z[, l To hunt Beeves; 
reply'd the Nadotteffis. But pray, fays the Nadr.meffis, 
what's your Bufi1Jej's? '.to hunt Me11, rep I y' d the lro
quefe. ':Its w_eJt, fays the Nadoueifis, we are Men; 
and fo you tzeed go 11ojarther. Upon this Challenge 
the two Parties difembarqu'd, and the Leader of the 
Nadoueffis cut his Canows to pieces; and after repre
fenting to his Warriors that they behov'd either to 
conquer or die, march'd up to the Jroquefe; who 
receiv'd 'em at firft Onfet with a Cloud of Arrows : 
But the Nadoueffis having fiood their firfi Difcharge, 
which kill'd, 'em eighty Men, fell in upon 'em with 
their Clubs in their Hands, before the others could 
charge again; and fo routed 'em entirely. This En
gagement lafied for two Hours, and was fo hot, that 
two hundred and fixty Iroquefe fell upon the Spot, 
and the reft -were all taken Prifoners. Some of the 
Jroquefe indeed attempted to make their Efcape after 
the Action was over; but the victorious General fent 
ten or twelve of his l\1cn to purfue 'em in one of the 
Canows that he had taken ; and accordingly they were 
a11 overtaken and drown' d. The Nadoueffis having 
obtain' d this Victory, cut off the N ofcs and Ears of 
two of the cleverefi Prifoners; and fupplying 'em with 
Fufees, Powder, _and Ball, gave 'cm the liberty of 
returning to their own Country, in order to give their 
Country-men to underftand, that they ought not to 
employ \V omen to hunt after Men any longer. 
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The 12th we arriv'd at the Village of the OtentaJ, 

where we took in a plentiful Provifion of ~urk.ey 

Corn, of which thefe People have great frore. They 

inform' cl us, that their River was pretty rapid, and 

took its Rife from the neighbouring Mountains; and 

that the upper Part of it was adorn'd with feveral Vil· 

Jages inhabited by the People call'd Panimaha, Pane

affiz, and Pauetonka. But confidering that I was 

ftraitned for time, and that I faw no probability of 

learning what 1 wanted to know with reference to 

the Spaniards, I took leave of'cm the next Day, 

which was the I 3th, and in four Days time, by the 

help of the Current and our Oars, made the River 

of the Afiffouris. This done, we run up againft th~ 

Stream of that River, which was at leaft as rapid 

as the :J!iffifipi was at that time; and arriv'd on the 

18th at the firft Village of the Miffouris, where I 

on I y fiop' d to make the People fome Prefents that 

procur'd me a hundred Turkeys, with which thaG 

People are wonderfully well fiock'd. After that, 

we row'd hard againft the Stream, and landed next 

Night near the fecond Village. As foon as I arriv'd, 

I detach'd a Serjeant with ten Soldiers to convoy 

the Outay,amis to the Village, while the reft of my 

Crew were bufied in fitting up our Hutts and un

loading our Canows. It happen'd unluckily that 

neither the Soldiers nor the Otttagamis could make 

the Savages underftand 'em; and the latter were 

juft ready to fall upon 'em, when an old Fellow cry'd 

out, that the Strangers were not without more corn· 

pany, for that he had difcover'd our Hutts and Ca

nows. Upon this, the Soldiers and the Otttagamis 

retir'd in a great Confrernation, and advis'd me to 

keep a firong Guard all Night. A bout two a 

Clock in the Morning two 1\Ien approach'd to our 

little Camp, and call'd in ll!iucfe, that they wanted 

an Interview; upon which the Outagamis, being ex· 

treamly well fatisfied that th~re was fome body a-
' rnong 
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mong ;em who could underfiand what they faid, re"' ply'd in Itlineft, that they fhould be very welcome as foon as the Sun appear'd in the Horizon. NeverthelefS, the Outagamis refented the former Affront fo much, that they importun'd me all Night long td fet fire to the Village, and put all the fcoundrel Inhabitants to the Sword. I made Anf\ver to 'em1 that 'twas our bufinefs to be wifer than they, and to bend our Thoughts, not upon a fruitlefs Revenge, but upon the Difcovery that we were then in queft of. At the break of Day the two Adventurers of the Night came up to us, and after putting Interrogate• ries to us for the fpace of two Hours, invited us to come up to their Village. The Ot~tagamiJ reply'd, that the Head or Governor of their Nation ought to have faluted us fooner; and this oblig'd 'em to go back to give him Notice. After that we faw no body for three Hours; but at I aft, when our Impatience was juft beginning to boil, we percciv'rl the Gover nor, who accofted us in a trembling Pofture. He was accompany' d with fome of his own l\1en, who were loaded with broi!'d or dry'd 1\tleat, Sacksofi"'ur• key or Indian Corn, dry'd Raifins, and fome fpeckled or parti-colour' d Buck-skins. In confideration of this Prefent, I made 'em another of lcfs ctmfequence. Then I brought on a Conference between the Outa .. gamis of my Company and the two Night l\1effengers, in order to make fome Difcovery of theN ature of the Country ; but they frill ftop'd our l\1ouths with this Anfwer, that they knew nothing of the Matter, but that the other Nations that Jiv'd higher up, were able to inform us. Had I been of the fame mind with the Orttagamis, we had done noble Exploits in this Place; but I confider'd that 'cwas my bufinefs to purchafe the Knowledge of feveral things, which I could not obtain by burnin'g the Village. To be fuort, we reimbarqu'd that fame Day, about two a Clo k in the Afternoon) and rowed about four 

K ~ Leagtle 
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Leagues up the River, where we- made the River of 

the Ofages, and encamp'd by its 1\.fouth. That Night 

we had feveral falfe Alarms from the wild Beeves, 

upon which we made fufficient Reprifals afterwards; 

for the next Day we kill'd many of>em notwithftand

ing that it rain' d fo heavily, that we could fcarce 

ftir out of our Hutts. Towards the Evening, when 

the Rain was over, and while we were tranfport

in? two or three of thefe Beeves to our little Camp, 

we efpy'd an Army of the Savages upon a full March 

tf1wards us. Upon that, my Men began to in trench 

themfelvcs, and to unload their Pieces with Worms, 

in order to charge 'em afrefh; but one of the Pieces 

happening to go off, the whole Body of the Enemy 

difappear'd, fome firaggling one way, and fome 

another; for thefe People were upon the fame Foot 

with the Nations that live upon the Long River, 

foraftnuch as neither of them had ever feen or hand· 

led Fire-Arms. -However, this Adventure mov,d 

the Outagarnis fo much, that to fatisfy them, I was 

oblig'd to re-embark that very Night, and return the 

fclme way th1t I came. Towards lVlidnight we came 

before a Village, and kept a profound Silence till 

Day-break, at which time we row'd up to their 

Fort; and upon our entring there, and difcharging 

our Pieces in the Air, the \V omen, Children, and 

fuperannuatcd 1\tlen, were put into fuch a Confier

nation, that they run from Place to Place calling out 

for Mercy. You mufi know, all their Warriors were 

abroad, and 'twas a Body of them that offer'd to 

attack us the Day before. The Outagamis perceiving 

the Confiernation of the Women and Children, call'd 

out, that they behov' d to depart the Village, and 

that the \V omen fhou1d have time to take up their 

Children. Upon that the whole Crew turn'd out, 

and we fet fire to the Village on alJ fides. This 

done, we purfu,d ·our Courfe down that rapid River, 

and enter' d the River Miffijipi on the 2 j'th, early in 
· the 
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the Morning; the .£6th, about three a Clock in the 
.Afternoon, we defcry' d three or four hundred Sava
ges employed in the Hunting of Beeves, which 
[warmed in all the Meads to the \Veftward. As foon 
as the Hunters fpyed us, they made a Sign that we 
fhould make towards 'ern. Being ignorant who, or 
how numerous they were, we made a Halt at firft; 
but at lafi we put in about a Musket-fhot above 'em, 
calling out to 'em that they fhould not approach to 
us in a Body. Upon that, four of their Number 
came up to us with a frniling Countenance, and gave 
us to know, in the ltliuefc Language, that they were 
Akanfas. We could not but credit their Report, for 
they had Knives and Sciffars hanging upon their 
Necks, and little Axes about 'em, which the l!liuefe 
prefent 'em with when they meet. In fine, being 
affur'd that they were of that Nation, which Mr. de 
la Salte and feveral other Frenchmen were intimately 
acquainted with, we landed at the fame Place; and 
they entertain'd us firfi with Dancing and Singing, 
and then with all forts of Meat. The next Day they 
fhew'd us a Crocodile that they had knock'd in the 
head two Days before, by a Stratagem that you'll 
find defcrib'd in another Place: After that they gave 
us the Diverfion of a Hunting Match; for 'tis cufio
mary with them, when they mean to divert them .. 
felves, to catch the Beeves by the different 1\1ethocs 
laid down in this Cut . I put feme Q.uefi:ions to 'em 
relating to the Spaniards, but they could not refolve 
,em. All that I learn'd from 'em was, that theAfi[
fouris and the Ofa.nes are numerous and mifchievous 
Nations, equally void both of Courage and Honefty; 
that their Countries were water'd with very great 
Rivers; and, in a Word, were too good for them. 

After we had fpent two Days with them, we pur .. 
ft1ed our Voyage to the River Ottabach, taking care 
to watch the Crocodiles very narrowly, of which 
they had told us incredible Stories. The next Di y 

... 3 \ e 
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we enter'd the Mopth of that River, and founded it, 
tp try the Truth of what the Savages reported of its 
depth. In cffecr, we foqnd there three Fathom anc\ 
a half Water; but the Savages of our Company al· 
ledg'd, that 'twas· more fwell'd than ufually. They 
all agreed, that 'twas navigable an hundred Leaguei 
up, and I wifh'd heartily, that my Time had a11ow'd 
me to run up to its Source; but that being qnfea
fonable, I fail'd up againfi the Stream, till we came 
to the River of the llliue[e, which we made on the 
9th of April with fame Difficulty, for the Wind was 
~gainft us the fjrft two Days, and the Currents wer~ 
very rapid. . 

All I can fay of the River J,Iiffifipi, now that I 
am to take leave of it, is, that its narroweft part 
is half a Leag1-1e over, and the fhal!oweft is a Fa
thom and a half deep ; and that according to the In'!" 
forrpation of the Savages, its Stream is pretty gentle 
for feven or eight Months of the Year. As for Shelves 
pr Banks of Sand, I met with none in it. 'Tis full of 
Ifles which look like Groves, by reafon of the great 
plenty of Trees, an4 in the verdant Seafon of the 
Year afford a very agreeable Profpett. Its Banks 
~re VJ oods, l\1e(ldows and Hills. I cannot be pofitive, 
whether it winds much in other Places; but as far as 
l could fee, its Courfe is very different from that of 
pur Rivers in France; for I muft tell you by the Way, 
that all the Rivers of America run pretty firaight. 

The River of the Jttiuefe is intitlcd to Riches, by 
vertue of the ben 1gn Climate, and of the great quan
~ities of Deer, Roe-Bucks, and Turkeys that feecl 
ppop its :a rinks : not to mention feveral other Beafts 
;Jnd Fowls, a pefcription of which would require an 
jptire Volume. If you faw but my Journal, you 
would be fick of the tedious Particulars of our dai~ 
Jy .t\<tv~ntures both in Bunting and Fifhing divers 
~peci~s of Animals, and in Rencounters with the Sa· 
~g~$: 19 Jbort~ til~ \aft ~hipr! I than m~ntion of 

· 
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thls River, is, that the Banks are replenifh'd with 

an Infinity of Fruit-Trees, which we faw in a difmal 

Condition, as being ftrip'd of their Verdure; and 

that among thefe Fruit-Trees, there are many Vines, 

which bear mofl: beautiful Clufi:ers of very large 

Grapes. I ate fame of thefe Grapes dr/d in the 

Sun, which had a moft delicious Tafle. The Beavers 

are as unfrequent in this, as in the long River, 

where I faw nothing but Otters, of which the 

People make Furs for the \V inter. 
I fet out from the Itlinefe River on the Ioth of 

April, and by the help of a \\7 eft South-Weft \Vind, 

arriv'd in fix Days at the Fort of Cre:vecoeur, where 

I met with Mr. de 'I'onti, who receiv'd me with all 

imaginable Civility, and is jufily refpetl:ed and ho· 

noured by the Iroquefe. I ftay'd three Days in this 

Fort, where there were thirty Coureurs de Br;is that 

traded with the 1/tinefe. The 2oth I arriv'd at the 

Village of the lltitzefe; and to leffen the Drudgery of 

a great Land-carriage of twel'Ve great Leagues, in

gag'd four hundred Men to tranfport our Baggage, 

which they- did in the fpace of four Days, being 

incourag'd by a Bribe of a great Roll of BrafiJ To .. 

bacco, an hundred pound weight of Powder, two 

hundred weight of Ball, and fame Arms, which I 

gave to the moft confiderable Men of their Number . . 

The 24th I arriv'd at Cheka!wu, wh~re my Outaga
mis took leave of me in order to return to their own 

Country, being very well fatisfied with a Prefent I 

made 'em of feme Fufees, and fome Pifiols. The 

25th I reimbar.qu'd, and by rowing hard in a Calm, 

made the River of the Oumamis on the zBtb, there 

I met four hundred Warriors, upon the very fame 

Place where Mr. de la falte had formerly built a 

Fort. Thefe \Varriors were then imploy'd in burn

ing three Iroque[e, who, as they faid, dcferv'd the 

Puni1hment; and invited us to {hare in the Pleafure 

of the Show ; for the Savages take it very ill if one 
K 4 refufes 
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refufes the Diverfion of fuch real Tragedies. The 
Tragical SpeCtacle made me fhrink, for the poor 
Wretches were put to inconceiveab]e Torture; and 
upon that I refolv'd to reimbarque with all Expedi
tion ; alledging for an Apology, that my Men had 
great fiore of Brandy with 'em, and would certain .. 
ly make themfelves drunk, in folemnifing their 
ViCtory, upon which they would be apt to commit 
Diforders, that I could not poffibly prevent. Ac
cordingly I '"·ent immediately on board, and after 
~oafiing along the Lake, crofs-td the Bay de J'Ours, 
and landed at A1z.flitimakinac the 2.2d. 

I am inform' d by the Sieur de S. Pierre de Rapan~ 
tigni, who travel' cl from ~ebec hither upon the Ice, 
that 1\1r. de Denowville has took up a Refolution of 
making a Peace with the Iroquefe, in which he means 
to comprehend the other Nations that are his Al
lies; and with that View had given notice to his 
~llies, that they 1hou1d not infeft the Ir(jquefe. He 
acquaints me further, that Mr. de Denonvitle has fent 
orders to the Governor of this Place, to perfuade 
the Rat, (one of the Commanders of the lfurons) 
to go down to the Colony, with a Defign, to have 
him hang'd ; and that the Savage General being a
ware of the Defign, has mace a publick Declaration, 
that he will go thither on purpofe to defy him. Ac
(:ordingly he defigns to fet out to Morrow with a 
great body of Outaouas, and fome Coureurs de Bois, 
l.Inder the Command of Mr. Dttlhut. As for the Sol
~iers of my Detachment, I have difpers'd 'em in 
feveral Canows among the Savages, and the Cou~ 
reurs de Rois; but having fome Bufincfs to adjuft in 

, this Place, I am ob Jig' d to tarry my ielf feven or 
eight Days longer. · 

This, Sir, is the true Account of my little Voyage, 
l have related nothing but the effential Circumftan
ces; choofing to overlook the reft, which are fo 
ni~ing; ~~ to b~ unworthy of your C1_.1riofity. As 

~ · · fov 
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for the Illinefe Lake, 'tis three hundred Leagues in 
Circumference, as you may fee by the Scale of 
Leagues upon the Map. 'Tis feated in an admirable 
Climate; its Banks are cloath,d with fine and tall 
Trees, and have but few 11eads. ':Dhe River of the 
Oumamis is not worth your Regard. The Bay de 
Z'Ours qui dort, is of an indifferent large Extent, and 
receives the River upon which the Outauuas are wont 
to hunt Beavers every third Year. In fhort, it has 
neither Shelves, Rocks, nor Banks of Sand. The 
Land which bounds it on the South-fide, is reple
nifh'd with Roe.bucks, Deer, and Turkeys. Fare
weJ, Good Sir; and affure your felf, that 'twill al
ways be a fenfible Pleafure to me, to amufe you with 
an Account of the greateft Curiofities I meet with. 

But now, Sir, I hope you will not take it ill, that 
the Relation I here give you, is only an Abridg
ment of my Voyage; For, in carndl:, to be mi ... 
nute upon every particular Curiofity, would require 
more Time and Leifure than I can fpare. I have here 
fent you a View of the fubftantial Part; and fhaJl 
afterwards hope for an Opportunity of recounting 
to you by Word of ~1outh, an Infinity of Adven
tures, Rencounters, and Obfcrvations, which may 
call up the reflecting Faculty of thinking J\fcn. My 
own Thought is too fuperficial to phiJoiophizc upon 
the Origin, the Belief, the Manners and Cufloms 
of fo many Savages; or to m~ke any Advances 
with reference to the Extent of this Continent ro the 
Wefiward. I have contented my fdf with offering 
fome Thoughts upon the Caufes of the bad Succefs 
of the Difcoveries, that feveral cxpcrienc'd Men 
have attempted in Amtrica, both by Sea and Land: 
And I flatter my felf, that my Thoughts upon that , 
Head are juft. The frdh Inftanccs of I\1r. de la 
Salle, and feveral other unlucky Difcoverers, may 
afford a fufficient and feafonable Caution to thofe, 
WPO for th~ future {hall \lOgertak;e tO difcover all 

the 
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the unknown Countries of this New Vvorld. 'Tis 
not eyery one that's qualify'd for fuch an Enterprife, 
11o1z tic# -omnibus adire Corinthum. 'Twere an eafy 
matter 'to trace the utmoft Limits of the Country 
that lies to the Weft of Cmzada, provided it be gone 
about in a proper Method. In the firft place, in
fread of Canows, I would have fuch Adventurers 
to make ufe of certain Sloops of a peculiar Structure, 
which might draw but little Water, and be port
able, as being made of light Wood; and withal 
carry thirteetl l\1en, with 3 s or 40 hundred weight 
of Stowage, and be able to bear the Shock of the 
\V a ves in the great Lakes. Courage, Health, and 
Vigilance, are not fufficient of themfelves to qualify 
a Man for fuch Adventures ; he ought to be pof.. 
fefs' d of other Talents, which are rarely met with 
in one and the fame Perfon. The Conduct of the 
three hundred Men that accompany'd me upon this 
Difcovery, gave me a great deal of Trouble. It 
requires a large Stock of Induftry and Patience, to 
keep fuch a Company up to their Duty. Sedition, 
Mutinies, Quarrels, and an Infinity of Diforders 
frequently take place among thofe, who being in re
mote and folitary Places, think they have a Right 
of ufing Force againfi: their Superiors. One muft 
diffemble, and even fhut his Eyes upon occafion, 
leaft the growing Evil fhould be inflam'd: The 
gentleft l\1ethods are the fureft, for him that com
rn,ands in Chief; and if any Mutiny or feditious 
Plot is in View, ,tis the Bufinefs of the inferior 
Officers to fi:ifle it, by perfuading the Mutineers, 
that the Difcovery of fuch things to the command
ing Officer, would create a great deal of Uneafinefs . 
.So, the chief Officer muft frill make as if he were 
ignorant of what paffcs, unlefs it be, that the Flame 
breaks out in his Prefence; then indeed Be lies un .. 
der an indifpenfible Obligation, of infliCting fpeedy 
~nd private Puqifhment, without his Prudence di .. 

. recb 
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t'ech him to put off the Execution, upon an Appre
henfion of fome pernicious Confequences that may 
enfue thereupon. In 1uch Voyages he muft over
look a thoufand Things, which upon other Occafi
ons he has all reafon to punifh. He rnuft counter
feit a downright Ignorance of their Intrigues with 
the She .. Savages, of their Quarrels among them
felves, of their Negligence in not mounting the 
Guard, and not obferving the other Points of Duty; 
in a Word, he mufi pretend to know nothing of an 
Infinity of fuch Diforders, as have no direct Ten
dency to a Revolt. He ought to ufe the Precau
tion of fingling out a Spy in his little Army, and 
reward him handfomely for a dexterous Intelligence 
as to all that happens; to the End that he may re
medy the growing Diforders either directly or indi
rectly. This Spy may, by good Management, and 
due Secrecy, find out the Ringleader of a Club or 
Cabal; and when the Commanding Officer has re
ceiv'd fuch Satisfaction upon the Matter, that there's 
no room left to doubt of the Criminal's Demerit; 
'twiU then be very convenient to make away with 
him, and that with fuch Management, that no body 
fuould know what became of him. 

Farther; He ought to give 'em Tobacco and 
)3randy now and then, to ask their Advice upon 
fome Occafions, to fatigue 'em as little as poffible, 
to call 'em up to dance and make merry, and at the 
fame time to exhort 'em to live in a good Under
ftanding with one another. The beft Topick he 
can make ufe of for inforcing their Duty, is Reli-: 
gion, and ~he Honour of their Country, and this he 
ought to defcant upon himfelf: For though I have 
a great deal of Faith in the Power of the Clergy; 
yet I know that fort of Men does more harm than 
~ood, in Voyages of this nature; and for that rea
fen I'd choofe to be without their Company. The 
fc;rfo~ whQ undertak~s to ~Q uppn a Difcovery~ 

Pu.~hr 
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ought to be very nice and cautious in the Choice of 
his Men; for every one is not fit for his Bufinefs. 
His Men ought to be between 30 and 40 years of 
Age, of a dry Conftitution, of a peaceable Tem
per, of an active and bold Spirit, and inur' d to the 
Fatigues of Voyages. The whole Retinue muft con .. 
fiil of three hundred Men ; and of that number 
there muft be fome Ship-Carpenters, Gun-Smiths, 
and Sawyers with all their Tools; befides Huntf.. 
men, and Fifhermen with their Tackling. You 
mufi: likewife have Surgeons among 'em, but their 
Cheft ought to contain nothing but Razors, Lan
cets, external J\1edicines for Wounds, Orvietan and 
Senna. All the Men of the Detachment, ought 
to be provided with Buft-Coats and Boots to turn 
the Arrows; for, as I intimated above, the Savages 
of the unknown Countries are Strangers to Fire· 
Arms. They muft be arm'd with a double barrel'd 
Gun, a double barrel'd Piftol, and a good long 
Sword. The Commanding Officer muft take care 
to provide a fufficient Quantity of the Skins of Deer 
Elks, and Beeves, in order to be few' d together, 
and hung round his Camps upon certain Stakes 
fix' d at convenient Diftances from one another. 
I had as many as would go round a Square of 
thirty Foot every way; for each Skin being five 
Foot deep, and almoft four Foot broad, I made 
two pieces of eight Skins apiece, which were 
rais'd and extended in a Minute. Befides thefe, 
he ought to carry with him fome Pot-Guns of 
eight Foot in length, and fix in breadth ; with two 
Hand-Mills for grinding the Indian Corn, Nails of 
all fizes, Pickaxes, Spades, Hatchets, Hooks, Soap, 
and Cotton to make Candles o£ Above all, he 
muft not forget to take in good ftore of Powder, 
Brandy, Bra fit Tobacco, and fuch things as he muft 
prefcnt to the Savages whofe Country he di{covers . 
.Add to this Cargo, an Aftrolabe, a Semicircle, fe .. 

veral 
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veral Sea-Compaffes, fome Simple, and fome of 
Variation, a Load-ftone, two large V..T atches of three 
Inches Diameter; Pencils, Colours, and Paper, for 
making Journals and Maps, for the Defigning of 
Land-Creatures, Fowl, Fifh, 'Trees, Plants, Grain, 
and, in a Word, whatever feems worthy of his Cu
riofity. I would like wife advife him to carry with 
him fome Trumpeters and Fidlers, both for animat
ing his Retinue, and raifing the Admiration of the 
Savages. With this Equipage, Sir, a Man of Senfe, 
ConduCt, and Action; I mean, a Man thc:rt's Vigi
lant, Prudent, Cautious, and, above all, Patient and 
Moderate, and qualify'd for contriving Expedients 
upon all Occafions; a Man, I fay, thus qualify' d, 
and thus fitted out, may boldly go to all the Coun
tries that lye to the Weft of Canada, without any 
Apprehenfion of Danger. As for my own part, I 
ferioufly declare, that if I were poffefs' d of all thefe 
Q_ualities, I fuould efteem it my Happinefs to be 
imploy' d upon fuch an Enterprife both for the 
Glory of his Majefi:y, and my own SatisfaCtion: For 
the continu'd Diverfity of ObjeCl:s, did fa charm me 
in my Voyages, that I had fcarcc Time to refleCt up
on the Fatigue and Trouble that I underwent. I am, 

SIR, 

Tours, &c. 

LET .. 
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L E T T E R XVII. 

Dated at ~ebec, Sep. 28. 1689. 

'i'he .Author Jets out from MiJilimakinac to the 
Colony, and defcribes the Country, Rivers, and 
Pa!Jes that heja1.o by the Way. 'The Iroquefe 
ma,ke a fatNl lncurjion t"nto the Ijland ofMon
real: Fort Fronrenac is abandon' d. Count 
Frontenac is j'ent to Canada, and the Jv!arquis 
of' Denonville is recall' d. 

SIR, 

I Writ to you from Miffilimakinac on the 2.Sth of 
_ May. I left that Place June the 8th, and fet out 
for ~1onreaJ, accompany' d with twelve Otttaouas, 
who were divided into two Canows, and row'd very 
hard. The 23d, I overtook the Courertrs de Bois in 
the River Creufe, who had got the frart of me for 
feme Days. Mr. Duthut us'd his utmoft Efforts to 
diifuade me from going further with fo weak a Re
tinue. He would have had me to go down along 
with him; and remonfrrated to me, that if my 
twelve Conduc.lorsperceiv'd either in the Land-car
riage or upon the Rivers, any thing that might call 
up an Apprehenfion of falling into the Hands of the 
Jroquefe, they would defert me and the Canows, and 
fly to the Woods to avoid the Enemy. I rejeCted 
his Advice, though I had like to have repeated of 
my Refolution not long after; for according to his 
PrediCtion, my Canow-l\1en threaten' cl to run away 
to the Forefrs, at the Fall call'd Long Saut: And 
indeed if they had done it, I had follow'd 'em, up
on the Reflection, that of two Evils a Man ought to 

choofe 
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choofe the leaft; but this Storm blew over. In 

the great River of the Outaouas, not far from the 

River of Liecvre, I met Mr. de St. Helene at the Head 

of a Party of the Coureurs de Bois, who was bound 

for Hudfon's Bay, in order to retake fome Forts that 

the Engli.fh had feiz'd upon. He acquainted me with 

the Prince of Orange's Expedition for Engla1zd; and 

gave me to underftand, that upon his Arrival, King 

James retir'd to France, and that the Prince was pro
claim'd King, which feem'd to prefage a bloody 

and fharp War in Europe. I affure you, Sir, this 

piece of News furpriz'd me extreamiy; and m>t

withftanding that I had it from the Mouth of a Man, 

whofe Word I rely very much upon, yet I had all 
the Difficulty in the W or1d to make myfelf believe, 

that a Revolution of fuch Importance could be ac

complifu'd in fo fhort a Time, without the Effufion 

of Blood; efpecially confidering what a firiet Alli
ance there was between our Court, and the CQurt 

of Eugland, and how much 'twas the Intereft of 

both thefe Monarchs to give mutual Affifi:ance to 

one another. July the 9th I arriv'd at Monreal, 
after venturing down feveral fearful Cataracts in the 

River of the Outaouas, and enduring the Hardlhips 

of fifteen or twenty Land-carriages, fome of which 
are above a League in Length. 

The Navigation is pretty fure from Miffitimakinac 
to the River des Francois ; for in coafi:ing along the 

Lake of Hurons, we meet with an Infinity of H1ands, 

which ferve for a Shelter. But in going up that Ri
ver" there's fome Difficulty; for it has five Cataracts 

which oblige us to turn out and carry all over-land 

for thirty, fifty, and a hundred Paces Having 
pafs'd that River, we enter'd the Lake of the Ne ... 
piceritzis, from whence we are forc,d to tranfrort our 

Canows and Baggage two Leagues over-land, to 
another River which has fix or feven Water-falls that 

e £ommonly fuoot. From that River we have 
anotber 
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another Land-carriage to the River Creufo, which 
£:tlls with rapid Currents into the great River of the 
Outaouas, near a Place call'd Mataoua11. \Ve conti• 
nue our Courfe upon this great River, till we come 
to the Point of the Ifland of Moureat, where 'tis loft 
in the great River of St. Laurence. Thefe two Ri
vers ioin one another with very gentle Streams, and 
quitting their fearful Channels, form the little Lake 
of St. Loms. I thought to have loft my Life at the 
Fall, call' cl the Fall of St. Louis, about three Leagues 
frotn lvfc,ureal; for our Canow having overfet in the 
Eddy, I was carry'd by the Current to the Foot of 
that Catarac.:t, from whence the Chevalier de Vau
dteuit drag'd me out by a great Chance. TheCa
nows and the Skins belonging to the fix Savages 
were loft; and one of the Savages was drown'd. 
This is the only time I was in danger, through the 
whole Courfe of my Voyages. As foon as I landed 
here, I repair' cl with Diligence to a Tavern to refrdh 
my ielf, and to make up the Loffes I had fuftain'd 
by a neceffary Abftinence. The next Day I waited 
upon .l\1r. de Deuowvilte, and Mr. de Champigni, to 
whom I g1ve an Account of my Voyages, and 
withal) g~ve in the News that a great Company of 
the Coureurs de Bois and Savages would arrive very 
ipeed ily; which they did accordingly, after fifteen 
D~1ys. The Rat I mention' d above, came down 
hither, and return'd home not\vithH:anding the 
Threats that 'vere levell'd againft him. By this Ad
venture, he fhe ~/d that he laugh' d at their In
trigues. But now that I have mention' cl his Name, 
I cannot forbear mentioning a malicious Stratagem 
that this cunning Savage made ufe of laft Year, to 
prevent the Conclufion of a Peace between Mr. a(} 
Dcnonville and the Iroquefe. \ 

This Savage is the general and chief Counfellor 
of the Hurons; he is a l\Ian of forty Years of Age, 
and brave in his way. When he found himielf 
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prefs'd and importun'd by Mr. de Denowville, to en· 
ter into the Alliance concluded in the Year 1687; 
that I took notice of before; he at laft cotnply'd 
with his Defire, with this Referve, that the ~War 
fuould not be put to an End till the Iroquefe were 
totally routed. This C1aufe the Governor promis'd 
to make good, and gave him Affurances to that pur
pofe on the 3d of September, in the fame Year; 
which happen .. d about two Days before I fet out 
from Niagara, upon my Voyage to the great Lakes. 
,.rhis Savage-General relying upon Mr. de Denotz.a 
'Vi/le's Promife, march'd from Mtffi!imakinac at the 
Head of an hundred \Varriors, as I infinuated in my 
14th Letter, in order to invade the Iroquefe Coun
try, and atchieve fome glorious Feats among 'em. 
In the mean time to carry on his Defign the more 
cautioufly, he thought it proper to pafs by the way 
of Fort Frotztenac, where he might receive fome In
telligence. Upon his Arrival at this Fort, the Go
vernor told him, that Mr. tie DenonviJJe was negotia· 
ting a Peace with the five Iroquefe Nations1 whofe 
Embaffadors and Hoftages he expected in a 1hort 
time, in order to conclude and ratify the Peace, he 
having Orders to conduCt 'em to Monreal: And that 
upon that Confideration, 'twas moft proper for him 
and his vVarrior" to return home, and to pafs no 
further. The Savage-General was mightily furpris2d 
with this unexpected piece of News; efpecially con
fidering that by the means of that Peace, he and 
his Nation would be given up as a Sacrifice for the 
Welfare of the Frencb. When the Governor had 
made an End of his Remonfl:rance, the Rat ac .. 
knowledg'd, that what he offer'd was very reafen
able, but withal, that inftcad of following his Ad~ 
vice, he would go and tarry for the Iroquefe Em-~ 
baffadors and Hoflages at the Cataracts, by which 
they were oblig'd to pafs. He had not tarry'd there 
above five or fix Days, before the unhappy Depu-
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ties arriv' d with a ~ ra· n of forty young Ivien, who 
were all eithdr kilfd or taken as they difembarqued. 
'fhe Priioners were no fooner fetter'd, than this 
crafty General of the Huru11s reprefented to 'em, 
that the French Governor had fent him notice to 
take up that Pofi, in order to lie in wait for a Par
ty of fifty vV arriors, that were to pafs that way at 
a certain fet Time. The Iroquefe being much fur
pris'd with the Apprehenfion of the Perfidioufnefs 
that he charg'd upon Tv1r. de Denon'Ville, acquainted 
the Rat with the Defign upon which they came. 
Upon that the Rat counterfeited a fort of Rage and 
Fury ; and to pia y hi~ Cards the better, flew out in 
InveCtives againft Mr. de Denon'Vilte, declaring, 
that fome time or other he would be reveng'd upon 
that Governor, for making him the Infirument of 
the moft barbarous Treachery that ever was acted. 
Then he fix'd his Eyes upon all the Prifoners, 
among whom was the chief Embaffador call' d 'I'he
ganeforeus, and fpoke to this purpofe; Go, my Bre
thren, though I am at lf/ar with you, yet I releafe yott, 
and atlaw you to go home. '~s the Gorvernor of the 
f'rench that put nze upon this black Aflion, r;;,1hich I 
fbalt uerver be able to digeft, tmlefs your firve Natio1zs 
rerve11[/ themfolves, and make their jufl Reprifals. 
This was fufficient to convince the Iroquefe of the 
Sincerity of his Words; and they affur' d him upon 
the Spot, that if he had a Mind to make a feparate 
Peace, the five Nations would agree to it: Howe
ver, the Rat having loft one l\1an in this Adventure, 
-kept aJ1lroquefe Slave to fupply the Place of the 
Man he had loft : And after furnifhing the Prifoners 
"With Guns, Powder, and Ball, in order to their re
turn homeward, march'd to Miffilimaki1tac, where 
he prefented the Frnzch Governor wi~h the Slave 
that he brought off. The poor Wretch was no 
fooner deliver'd, than he was condemn'd to be 1hot; 
for at that time the Frenc/J Garrifon did not know 
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that Mr. de Denowvit!e defign'd to clap up a Peace 
with the Iroquefe. The condemn'd Prifoner gave 
an Account of his Adventure, and that of the Am
baffadors; but the Freucb thought that the fear of 
Death made the Fellow talk idly, and were con
firm'd in that Thought, by hearing the Rat and ,his 
Men fay, that he was Light-headed: Infomnch that 
the poor Fe1Iow was put to Death, notwithftandmg 
all the Reafons he could offer. The fame Day that: 
he was 1bot, the Rat call'd an old Iroquefe Slave that 
had fcrv'd him a long while, and told him, he had 
refolv'd to allow him the Liberty of returning to his 
own Country, and fpending the refi: of his Days 
among his Friends and Country-men. At the fame 
time he gave him to know, that fince he had been 
an Eye-witnefs o{ the barbarous Ufage that his 
Country-man had met with from the French, not
withftanding what he offer'd in his own Defence, it 
behov'd him to acqnaint his Countrymen with the 
Blacknefs of that Acbon. The manumitted Slave 
obey'd his Ord"'rs fo punctually, that foon after the 
Iroqucfe made an lncurfion, at a time when the Go
vernor did not dream of any fuch thing, for he had 
us'd the Precaution of giving the Iroquefc to under
ftand, that he difallow'd of the Rats Treachery.; . 
infomuch, that he had a mind to have him hang'd; 
and upon this Profpett, expected hourly ten or 
twelve Deputies to conclude the Peace he fo much 
defir'd. 

In effeCt the Deputies did come, but neither their 
Number nor their Defign was iuitable to what the 
Governor h~d promifed to himfelf. Twelve hun
dred r arnors landed at the Lands·e·nd of the H1and 
of Maureal, and burnt and fack'd all the Plantations 
in that Quarter: They maffacred l\1en, 'V omen, 
and Children; "nd Madam de De;zowvilte"J who was 
then at .L."'Vfoureal w·th her Husb~nd, did not think 
herft:lf fafe in that Place. A general Confiernation 
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was fpread all about ; for the Barbarians were not 
above three Leagues from Monreal. They burnt 
all the adjacent Settlements, and block'd up two 
Forts. Mr. de De1zowville fent out a Detachment of 
a hundred Soldiers and fifty Savages to oppofe 'cm, 
being unwilling to fpare a greater Number out of the 
City: but all the Men of the Detachment were either 
taken or cut in pieces, excepting twelve Savages, 
one Soldier, and f\,fr. de Lo1zgueit who commanded 
the Party, and was carried off by the twelve Sava
ges after his Thigh was broke: The other Officers, 
namely, the Sieur s de la Raberre., Denis, ta Plmzte, 
and Vtt!edene, were all taken Prifoners. In a Word, 
the Barbarians laid almoft the whole Ifland wafte, 
and loft only three Men, who having drank to Ex
cefs of the Wine they found in the Plantations, were 
decoy'd into a Fort by a Canadefe Cow-keeper, that 
had been their Slave for fome Years. As foon as 
the three unfortunate lroquefe arriv,d in the Fort, 
they were thrown into a Cellar to fleep themfelves 
fober: and, quefl:ionlefs, as foon as they wak'd 
they repented of their exceffive Drinking. vVhen 
they wak'd, they fell immediately a finging; and 
when the Garrifon offer'd to fetter 'em, and carry 
'em to Z.,[om·eat, they flew to fome Clubs that Jay 
in the Cellar, and made fuch a vigorous and brave 
Defence, that the Garrifon was forc'd to 1hoot 'em 
upon the Spot. The Cow-keeper being brought 
bef<Jre !\1r. de Deno1zviJJe, he told him, that the 
Breach made by the Rat's Contrivance was irrepar
able; that the five Iroquefe Nations refented that 
Adventure with fo much Warmth, that 'twas im
poffible to difpofe 'em to a Peace in a fhort Time ; 
that they were fo far from being angry with that Hu
f'on for what he did, that they were willing to enter 
into a Treaty with him, owning that he and his 
Party had tlone nothing but what became a brave 
).fan and a good Ally. Doubtlefs this fatal Incur-
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fion was a great Surprifat to Mr. de D~no1zrvill~, and 
afforded him a copious Field for Reflection. 'Twas 
already impoffible to continue the Po1feffion of Fort 
Prontenac; where they began to want Provifions, 
and which could not be relieved without expofing a 
great many Men to the Danger of the Paffes or Ca
taraCl:s, which I have mention'd fo often. There 
was a downright Neceffity of calling out the Garri
fon, and blowing up the Fort; but the Difficulty Jay 
in finding a Man to carry Orders for that effect to 
the Governor, for nobody durft undertake it, till 
the Sieur Peter de Arpentigni offer' d to go alJ alone 
through the Forefts; and accordingly he went, and 
did his Bufinefs fuccefsfuJly. The Orders were ex
tream welcome to l\1r. de Valre11es, the Governor of 
the Fort for the time; who, upon the receiving of 
,em, run a Mine under the four Bafiions, which, 
with the Powder he put in, was rec~on'd fufficient 
to blow it up. This done, he eznbarqu'd, and came 
down the River through the .Cataracts to Monreal, 
where he found Mr. de De11onq;i1Je, and accompany'd 
him hither. That Officer did not only abdicate the 
Fort of Froutenac, but fct fire to the three great 
Barques that they us'd to ply with upon the Lake, 
both to awe the lroquefe in time of\Var, and to con
vey Commodities to' em in time of Peace. Mr. de 
D~nowville aCted a prudent Part in relinquifbing 
both this Fort and that of Niagara; for, in earneft, 
thefe two Pofts are indefenfible, by reafon of the 
inacceffible Cataracts, upon which an Ambufcado 
-of ten Jroquefe may repulfe a thoufand Frnzchmen by 
the throwing of Stones. But after all I muft own, 
that the Welfare and Prefervation of our Coionies 
had an abfolute Dependance upon thefe two Forts, 
which feem'd to infure the utter Defl:ruetion of the 
Jroquefe; for they could not fiir out of their Viliages 
to Hunt, or to Fifh, without running the Rifque of 
having their Throats cut by the Savages in Alliance 
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with us, who being then aifur'd of a fafe Retreat, 
would have made continual Incurfions into the Cou~l
try of thofe Barbariarts: And by this means the fro"~" 
quefe being unprovided with Beaver-skins to be gi
ven in exchange for Guns, Powder, Ball, and Nets, 
would be ftarv'd to Death, or at leaft be oblig'd to 
pepart their Country. 

In the end of September Mr. de Bonarventure, Cap
~ain and Owner of a Merchant Ship, arriv'd in this 
Port, and brought the News of Mr. de Fro1ttenac's 
Reinfiallment in the Place of Governor-General of 
Canada, and of the Re-calling of Mr. de DenoJtville, 
whom the D!1ke de BeawVttliers has recommended 
to the King, for the Place of Sub-Governor to the 
Princes his Grandfons. Some People are uneafy at 
the re-caliing of this Governor; and 'tis L1id, that 
the Reverend Fathers the J efuits, fall under the 
Number of the 1\1alecontents: For if we may credit 
the Reports of the Country, they contributed in a 
great meafure, to the re-calling of l\1r. de Frontena~ 
feven or eight Years ago, by acting in concert with 
the Intendant of Cbefneau, and fupreme Council, 
and drawing up Accufations againft him which had 
the defired Effett ; though now the King fhews tha~ 
pe is undeceiv'd, by reinftating that Gentleman once 
more in this Government. In the mean time the 
~tatefmeti _of .. '1e Country that are m oft guilty, 
l<now not how to o · e{s this Kettle of Fifh; for they 
make no quefiion Du the New Governor will retain 
a juft Refentment of what's paft. But the Gentle,. 
men, Merchants, and other Inhabitants, are mak
jng Preparations for folemnizing his Arrival, which 
they expeCt w~th as much Imp:1tience, as the .Jews 
po the Jv!eflias. The very Savages that live 1n tht? 
Skirts of the Colony, fhew an uncommon Joy upon 
th_e Hopes of his Return: And indeed, we need not 
hink it fir~mge, for that Governor drew Efteem 

?.n V cner .. tic. not on1)7 from the French, put from ., . . . . . ~H 
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all the Nations of this vafi: Continent, who look'd 
upon him as their Guardian Angel. l\1r. dt Denon
tzJiltc begins to pack up his B1ggage, an that in ef
fect, is all I can fay of him . 'Tis none of my flu., 
finefs to meddle with an Infinity of Affairs, that re
late to the Ge, tleman's private Intereft. As to the 
Quefiion, whether he has manag'd well or i!l, du
ring the Courfe of his Government, or whether he 
was lov' d or hated, I k now nothing of the Matter. 
I am at a Lofs to know whether he kept a good or 
forry Table, for indeed I was never at it. Adieu. 

I make Account to fet out for Rocbcl, when the 
Veffd that brings our new Governor, returns for 
France. I am, 

SIR, Tours, &c. 

L E T T E R XVIII. 

Dated at .P<!tebec Nov. 15. 1689. 

Giving a1z Account of fi1r. de Frontenac's Arri
val, his Reception, his J7oyage to Monreal, aud 
the repairi11g of Fort Frontenac. 

SIR, 
HE Intelligence you give me of the adjudging 
of the Lands of Lahoutan, would have drove 

me to defpair; if you had not affur'd me at the fame 
time, that I might recover it after a Century of 
Years, (if I had the .Misfortune to live fo long) up
on the Condition of reimburfing to the Poifeffor, 
the Sum that he pay'd for it, and of proving that I 
was actually in the King's Service in the remote Parts 
of the World, when that Eftate was fold. To fpeak 
to the Purpofe, IV1r. de Frouteuac ha'S, countermand-
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ed the Leave I had to go for France, and has offer'd 
me a free Accefs to his Pock-et and his Table. A lJ 
the Arguments I offcr,d, have no Influence upon 
him, and io I am bound to obey. 

'I his new Governor arriv'd at ~ebec the 15th of 
Dfiober. He came on fhore at eight a Clock at 
Night, and was rcceiv'd by .the Supreme Col;_lncil, 
and all the Inhabitants in Arms, with Flambeaux. 
both in the City, and upon the Harbour, with a 
triple Difcharge of the great and fmall Guns, and 
Illuminations in all the Windows of the City. ·That 
fame Night he was complimented by all the Compa
t'lies of the Town, and above all, by the J efuits, 
who upon that Occafion made a very pathetick 
Speech, though the Heart had lefs Hand in it, than 
the Mouth. The ne.i.t Day he was viftted by aH the 
Ladies, whofe inward Joy appear'd in their Counte
nances, as much as in their Words. Several Per
fans made Fire-works, while the Governor and his 
Retinue fung qC Deunz in the great Church. Thefe 
folemn pemonfirations of Joy, increas'd from Day 
to Day, till the new Governor fet out for Monreal; 
aud the ConduCt of the People upon this Head, af
forded Ggnal Proofs of the Satisfaction they ha{i in 
his Return, and of their refting affur' d, that his wife 
Conduct, and noble Spirit, would preferve the Re
pofe and Tranquillity that he always kept up, du
ring his firft ten Years Government. All the World 
ador'd him, and ftyl'd him Redemptor Patri~; to 
which Title he had a jufi: Claim, for all the Inhabi
tants of thefe Colonies agree, that when he came 
firfi: to Canada, he found all things in Confufion and 
Difirefs. At that time the Jroquefe had burnt all 
~he Plantations: and cut the Throats of fomc thou
fands of the French; the Farmer was knock~ cl on the 
B~ad in his Field; the Traveller was murder' cl up
pn the Road, and the Merchant ruin'd for want of 
(omm~rc~; All th~ fJC!nt~f§ wer~ pincq'd with fa ... 
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·mine, the War render'd the Country d~~late; and, 
in a Word, New-France had infallibly perifh'd, if 
this Governor had not made that Peace with the 
Barbarians, that I fpoke of in my fifth Letter. The 
bringin~ of that Peace to bear, was an ACtion of 
greater Importance, than you can well imagine; 
for thefc Barbarians grounded all their Wars upon 
a perfonal Enmity, whereas the Europeatt Ruptures 
depend more upon Intereft than upon pure Revenge. 

Mr. de St. Vatiers the Bifhop of ~uebec, arriv'd 
likewife on the 15th at the fame Port. He had im
barqu'd in the preceding Spr1ug, on board of a 
Bark that he had hir' d to tranfport him to Acadia, 
to Newfound-land, and to the other Countries of his 
Diocefe. Mr. de Frontenac our Governor, fet out 
for Monreat in a Canow, four or five Days after his 
Arrival; and I had the Honour to accompany him. 
All Endeavours were u~' d to diffuade him from un
dertaking that Voyage, when the Seafon was fo 
cold, and fo far advanc'd: For, as I inform'd you 
before, the Ice is thicker and fironger here in Otfob. 
than 'tis at Paris _in ]anuary; which, is very firange .. 
Notwithftanding all the Remonfirances drawn from 
the Hardfhips and Inconveniencies of the Voyage, 
he flighted the Fatigues of the V\7 at er, and threw 
himfelf into a Canow in the fixty-eighth Year of his 
Age. Nay, he took the Abdication of Fort Fro1t
tenac fo much to Heart, that he had gone £height 
thither, if the Nobility, the Priefts, and the Inha
bitants of Mo1treat,·.had not in treated him, with joint 
Supplications, not to expofe his Perfon to the Dan
ger of the Falls and CataraCts that lie in that Paf
:{age. In the mean time fome Gentlemen of Canada, 
follow'd by a hundred Coureurs de Bois, under the 
Command of Mr Mantet, vcntur'd upon the 
Voyage, with intent to learn the State of the Fort. 
I acquainted you in my laft Letter, that Mr. de Val
rrn~s ~a4 bJown up th~ W ~Hs <U the .fort, when 
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he made his Retreat; but by good luck, the Da
mage was not fo great as "twas took to be; for the 
Party commanded by Mr. Mantet, have already 
rear'd up the ruinous Wall to the height of fome 
Fathoms, and will continue to Work upon the Re
pair of the Fort all this Winter. This News Mr. 
de Frontenac receiv' d laft Night, which was the fixth 
after his Return to this City. 

I had forgot to tell you, that he brought with him 
out of France, fome of thofe Iroquefe that Mr. de 
Denowvilte had fent to the Galleys, as I intimated in 
my thirteenth Letter; the reil: having perilh'd in 
their Chains. Of all thefe unfortunate Barbarians 
that he has brought back, the moft confiderable is 
one that goes by the Name of Oreouahe. He was 
not us'd as a Galley Slave, iJ;1 regard that he was the 
Leader of the Goyoguans, and the Governor has 
lodg' d him in the Caftle, in confidcration of the 
Efi:eem he fhews both for Mr. de Frontenac, and for 
the French Nation.. Some flatter themfclvcs with the 
Hopes, that fome Accommodation with the five Iro
quefe Nations may be effected by his Mediation; 

Wind for that end Propofals of Peace are now in Agi
tation : But I have three good Reafons for predict ... 
ing, that fuch a Defign will prove abortive. I have 
already laid thefe Reafons before Mr. de Froute1zac, 
,who gave me to know, that after the Departure of 
the Ships, he would difcourfe me upon that Head. 
I fhall not offer at the Particulars of his Interview, 
with Monfieur and Madam de Denonrvitle; till fuch 
time as you and I have an Opportunity of talking 
under the Rofe. Some Officers accompany Mr. de 
Denowville and his Lady to France, in hopes of be
ing preferr'd. In all probability the Ships will fe~ 
fail to Morrow, for we have now a fair and gentle 
Weftcrly Gale; befides, that the Seafon for quitting 
. hi~ Port, is almoft fpcnt. I am, 

· · ~I R, Tours, &c. 
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LETTER XIX. 

Dated at Monreal, Ol1ober 2. 1 69o. 

Relating the Attempts upon New.England and 
New-York; a fatal Emba!Jy J'ent by the 
French to the Iroquefe; and an ill-concerted 
Enterpri(e oj'the Engli!h and the Iroquefe, in 
marching by Land to Attapk the French Co
lony. 

$I R, 

A Bout fifteen Days fince, a Ship of Roe bel, laden 
with Wine and Brandy, arriv'd in this Har

bour; and the Captain took care to convey a I.;et
ter frotn you to my Hands. As to your Defire of 
having a circumftantial Account of the Trade of 
Canada, I cannot fatisfy it at prefer.t, for I am not 
as yet fo thoroughly acquainted with. all its Bran
ches. But I aifure you, that fome time or other I 
fuall fend you fuch Memoirs, as will give you Satis ... 
faCl:ion upon that Head. In the mean time, I hope 
you'll be contented with an Account of what pafs' 4 
in this Country fince the Date of my Iafr. 

As foon as Mr. Denowvitt~ fet out from ~ebec, 
upon his Return to Ftance, Mr. de Fronte11ac took 
Po!feffion of the Fort, which is the common Refi~ 
dence of our Governor-General; and order' d one 
of our beft ArchiteCts to make Preparations for re-:
building it as foon as he could. 

In the Beginu.ing of this Year, Mr. d' Jbcrville a_t
tempted to pilhge a fmall Village in New-Tork, call d 
by the Iroquej'e Corlar; which Name they likewife 
giye to all tl}'~ Gqvernors of tqat Bngtifh Colony. 
· This 



Some New Voyages 
This Gentleman, who is a Canadefe, was attended 
by five hundred --Q;u.reurs de Bois, and the like num
ber of Savages; and the whole Party made the Ex
pedition over Snow and Ice, notw!~hftanding they 
had three hundred Leagues to march backward and 
forward, and that the Roads were very rugged and 
troublefome. Mr. d' lberville met with wonderful 
Succefs, for after he had pillag' d, burnt, and fack' d 
that little Viflagej with the adjacent Cantons, he 
fell in with a Party of an hundred Iroque[e, and 
defeated 'em intirely. Much about the fame Mr. 
de Portneuf, another Canada Gentleman, march' d 
out at the Head of three hundred Men, one half 
Savages, and the other half Coureurs de Bois, with 
intent to poffefs himfelf of a Fort belonging to the 
B11gti./h, call'd Kenebeki, which ftands upon the 
Sea-Coafi: of New-England, towards the Frontiers of 
Acadia. The Garrifon of this Fort made a brave 
Defence: But there being great Quantities of Gra
nado's and other Fire-works thrown in upon 'em, 
while the Savages (contrary to their Cufiom) fcal'd 
~he Palifadoes on all Hands, the Governor was 
oblig'd to furrender upon Difcretion. ~Tis faid, 
tbat in this Action the Coureurs de Bois did their 
Duty very bravely, but the Enterprize had prov'd 
fuccefslefs without the Affifi:ance of the Savages. 

As foon as the Rivers were navigable, 1\1r. de 
Fr01ztenac offer' d to fend me with PropofaJs of Peace 
to the /r(}quefe. But I made Anfwer, that fince his 
Pocket and Table had been free to me during the 
Winter, I could not imagine that he had a Mind 
to be rid of me fo foon. Being oblig' d by this Re
ply to unfold my Meaning, I remonftrated to him, 
that the King of EngtaJZd having loft his Crown, 
and vVar being proclaim'd, the Governors of New
EugJaud and New,Tork, would infaH.ibly ufe their 
utmoft Efforts to excite thefe Banditto\'1 to redouble 
~ci~ Inrurfiows; that for that enq they would fur· 

nHh 
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nifu 'em with Ammunition gratis, and even joyn _ 
'em in order to attack our Towns; and above all, 
that the Intrigue of the Rat had fo provok'd 'em, 
that, in my Opinion, 'twas impoffible to appeafe 'em. 
Upon thefe Confiderations, I humbly befeech'd him 
to have fome other Perfon in his View, in cafe he 
perfifi:ed in his Defign of making a Trial of that 
Nature. The Chevalier Do was fingJed out for this 
fatal Emba!fy, being attended by one Cotin, as In
terpreter of the Iroquefe Language, and two young 
Canad.11JS. They fet out in a Canow, and when 
they came in fight of the Village of the Onuontagues, 
were receiv'd with the honourable Salvo of feveral 
good Blows, and cond uCl:ed with the fame Ceremo
ny to the Village. Such a Reception could not but 
be difagreeable to the Gentleman that came to make 
Offers of a Peace. The ancient Men being quickly 
affembled, thought it moft proper to fend ,em back 
with a favourable Anfwer, and in the mean time to 
ingage fome of the Agnies and Omzoyotes, to lie in 
wait for 'em at the CataraCts of the River, and 
there kill two, fending the third back to ~ebec, 
and carrying the fourth to their Village, where 
there would be found fome Englijh that would fhoot 
'em, that is, that would give them the fame Ufage 
as the Rat did to their Ambaffadors: So true it is, 
that that ACl:ion fticks in their Stomachs. This 
ProjeCt had aCtually been put in Execution, if it had 
not been for fome of the Planters of Ne'l.v-Tork, 
who were then among the Barbarians, having come 
thither on purpofe to animate 'em againft us. Thefe 
Planters knew fo well how to influence the Barba
rimzs, that were already bent upon Revenge; that 
a Company of young Barbarians burnt 'em all alive, 
excepting the Chevalier De, whom they tied H1nd 
and Poor, and fent him bound to Bojion, with a 
Defign to pump out of him, a View of the Condi
tion of our Colonies and Forces. This piece of 

News 
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News we receiv'd two Months after, by fome Slave-s 
that made their Efcape from the Iroqtte{e; and Mr. 
de Frontenac, when furpriz'd with fuch difmal News, 
declar'd, that out of twenty Captains that offer'd 
to execute that Commiffion, and would have taken 
the lmployment for an Honour, I was the only 
one that had been capable of forefeeing its bad 
Succefs. 

June the ~4th, I imbarqu'd for this Place in a 
fluggifh Brigantine, that the Captain of the Gover
nors G·uards had caus' d to be built the foregoing 
V\finter. This e·1erable Veffel had the Honour to 
lodge the Intendant and his Lady; and all of us 
be;n

0 
in no hafi:c, fpent ten or twelve Days by the 

\\"ay, and feafi:ed like Kings every Night. Mr. de 
Front~nac mark'd out ·a Fort in his Paifage to the 
City of 'irois Rirr;ieres, which I fpoke of before. 
Fifceen .Days after our Arrival in this Place, a cer
tain Savage whofe N·ame was Plake, came and gave 
us notice, that he had djfcover'd a Body of a thou
fand Eugli./h, and five hundred Iroquefe that march'd 
up to attack us. Upon this Intelligence, all our 
'Troops crofs'd over to the Meadow of Madelaine,_ 
oppo J.te to this City, and there incamp'd, in con
junCl:io 'v·ith three or four hundred Savages that 
were n u· Allies, in order to give the Enemy a warm 
Re c_ption. Our Camp was no fooner form'd, than 
Mr de Froutcnac detach'd two or three fmall Par
tiec of the Savages to obfen:e the Enemy. Thefc 
Parties came foon bac!c, after having furpriz'd fome 
firagling Iroquefe . at hunting on the Confines of 
Champlaine Lake: The )rifoners inform'd us, that 
the BngJifb being unable to encounter the Fatigues 
of the March, and unprovided with a fufficient 
Stock of Provifions, both they and the Iroquefo were 
return'd to their own Country. This Account be- . 
ing confirm'd by other Savages, our Troops de
camp'd,and march'd back to this Place_, from whenc~ 

I was 
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I was· detach' cl fome Days after to command a Par
ty that was to cover the Reapers of Fort Rolaud, 
which lies in this Hland. When the Harveft was 
over I return' d to this Place, along with the Hurmts 
and the Outaouas, who had come down from their 
own Country, in purfuit of their ufual Trade in 
Skins, an Account of which you had in my eighth 
Letter. Thefe Traders continued here in fifteen 
Days, and then march'd home. 

This, Sir, is a Summary of all our Occurrences 
of Moment fince the ]aft Year. About fifteen Days 
hence, I think to fet out for ~tebec~ in Mr. de Fro1Z
te1lac's Brigantine. I conclude with my ufual Com
pliment, 

SIR, 

. Tours, &c. 

LETTER XX. 

Dated at Rochel, 1-anuary I 2, 16 91. ~ 

Being a Relatio11 of a Second and very important 
Expeditio11 of the Englifh by Sea; in which i; 
contaill d a Letter written by the Englifh Ad
miral to Count Frontenac, with the Gover
nor's verbal .Anjwer. As a!fo an Account of 
t.he Author's Departure for France. 

S JR, 
Am arriv'd at laft at R~cbel, from whence I now 
tranfmit you a Relation of all that pafs'd in 

Ca11ada, fince the Date of my laft Letter. In the 
fpace of a few Days after that Date, Mr. de Fron
tenac receiv'd Advice that a ftrong Fleet of Bnglijh 

Ships 
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Ships amounting to thirty .. four Sail, was feen near 
~adouffac. Immediately he got on board of his Bri ... 
gantine, and order'd all the Troops to imbarque in 
Canows and "Boats, and to row Night and Day to 
prevent the Enemy; all which was happi) y put in 
Execution. ~t the fame time he gave Orders to Mr. 
de Callieres, to bring down as many of the Inhabi
tants as poffibly he could. \Ve rpw'd with fuch 
Expedition, and Diligence, that ,ve arriv'd the 3d 
Day at f!<uebec. As foon as Mr. de Frontenac de
barqued, he view'd the weakeft Pofis, and order'd 
'em to be fortified without lofs of time: He rais'd 
Batteries in feveral Places, and though in that capi
tal City we harl but twelve great Guns, and but 
little Ammunition, yet he feem'd to be refolutely 
bent upon an obfiinate Refifiance to the Efforts of 
the Enemy's Fleet, which in the mean time ftood 
catching of Flies, at the difiance of two Leagues 
from ~tebec. \Ve took the Advantage of their Qow 
Approaches, and work'd ince!fantly to put our felves 
in a Pofiure of Defence. Our Troops, our Militia, 
and our confederate Savages, came up to us on all 
Hands. 'Tis certain, that if tbe EngJifh Admiral 
had made his Defcent before our Arrival at ~ebec, 
or even two Days after, he had carried the Place 
without ih·iking a Blow ; for at that time there was 
not two hundred French in the City, which lay 
open, and expos' d on all Hands. But inftead of 
doing that, he cafi: Anchor towards the Point of 
the Hland of Or/ea11s, and loft three Days in con
fulting with the Capcains of the Ships, before they 
came to a Refolution. He took the Sieur ']oliet 
with his Lady and his Mother-in-Law, in a Bark in 
the River of St. Laurence. Three l\1erchant-men 
from France, and one laden with Beaver-Skins from 
Hztdfor/s-Ray, enter'd the River of S.1;;uenay, by the 
way of q'adoujJac, where they fculk' d, and after 
hauling their Guns ailioar, rai$'d very good Bat:e· 

nes. 
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ries. To be fhort, the Officers Q[ the Encn1y's 
Fleet came to a Refolution after the Iofs of three or 
four days in ufeJefs Confultations, during which 
time we were~joyn'd on all hands by great numbers 
of Inhabitants and Soldiers. Purfuant to the Refo ... 
Jution of the Councils of \V ar, the Euglijb Admiral, 
namely, Sir !Vtltiam Pbips, {ent out his Sloop with 
a French Flag upon it's Prow, which made up to 
the City with found of Trumpet. Upon this, 1\tir. 
de Froutenac fent out another with a French Officer 
to meet it, who found an Bngti.f!J l\Iajor in the 
Sloop, who gave him to underfl:and, that he had 
the Charge of a Letter from his General, to the Go.;;; 
vernor of Canada, and hop'd he might be allow;d to 
deliver it himfel£ Upon that the Freuch Officer 
took him into his Sloop, and having blindfolded 
him, conduCted him to the Governor's Chamber; 
\vhere his Face being uncover' d, he delivered him 
a Letter, the Subfrance of which was this. 

' I Sir !Ftllianz Pbips, General of the Forces of 
' ~.Tew-Bngtand, by Sea and Land, to Count F'rou= 
' tenac, Governor General of ~tebec, by Orders 
' from, and in the name of lVilttam ll I and Mm) 
' King and Queen of EngJrmd; am come to make 
' n1y felf Mafl:er of this Country. But in regard 
' that I have nothing fo much in view, as the pre"' 
' venting of the Effufion of Blood, I require you 
' to furrender at difcrction, your Cities, Cafrles, 
' Forts, Towns, as well as your Perfons ; affuring 
' you at the fame time, that you fhall meet with 
' all manner of good Ufage, Civility and Humanity .. 
' If you do not accept of this Propofal without 
' any Refiricrion, I will endeavour, by the Affifi., 
' ance of !-leaven, on which I rely, and the Force 
' of tny Arms, to make a Conqueft of 'en1. I ex
' pect a pofitive Anfwcr in writing in the fpace of 

an Hour, and in the mechi time give you notice, 
~ ( h 
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' that after the Commencement of Hofiilities, I fhall 
' not entertain any thoughts of Accommodation. 

Sign'd, !f/iUiam Phips. 

After the Interpreter had tranflated the Letter to 
1\1r. de Frontenac 1 who was then furrounded with Of
ficers; he order' d the Captain of his Guards to 
make a Gibbet before the Fort, in order to hang the 
poor 11 a jor, who in all appearance underfiood 
French ; for upon the pronouncing of this fatal Sen
tence, he was like to iv;oon ~way. And indeed I 
mufi fay, the I\t1ajor bad fome reafon to be affected, 
for he had certainly been hang'd if the Bifhop and 
the Intendant, who to his good luck were then pre
fent., had not interceded on his behalf Mr. de Frou
tenac pretended, that they were a Fleet of Pyrates, 
or of PerfGns without Commiffion, for that the 
King of Bn"-~land was then in France. But at laft 
the Governor being appeas'd, order'd the Major 
to repa~r forthwith on board ofhis Admiral, againft 
whom he could defend himfelf the better; for not 
being attack' d. At the tame time he declar'd, that 
he krlew no other King of Great Britain than James · 
1 I, that his rebellious Subjects were Pyrates, and 
that he dreaded neither their Force nor theirThrcats. 
This faid, he threw Admiral Phips's Letter in the 
Major's Face, and then turn' d his Back upon him .. 
Upon that the poor Ambaffador took frefh Courage., 
and looking upon his Watch, took the liberty to 
ask Mr. de Frontenac, if he could not have his An
f wer in v..r riting before the Hour elaps'd. But the 
Governor made anfwer with all the Haughtinefs 
and Difdain imaginable, that his Admiral deferv'd 
no other Anf werJ than what flew from the Mouth 
of Cannons and Muskets. Thefe \Vords were no 
fooner pronounc'd, than the Major was forc'd to 
take his Letter again, and being blind-folded, was 
recondueted to his Sloop, in which he ro\~/d to
wards the Fleet with all Expedition. 'fhQ 
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The next dJy about two in the Afternoon, fixty 

Sloops were fent afhoar with ten or twelve hundred 
Men, who fi:ood upon the Sand in very good or
der. After that the Sloops went back to the Ships, 
and brought afhoar the like Compliment of Men, 
which was afterwards joyn'd by a third Comple .. 
ment of the fame number. As foon as thefe Troops 
were landed, they began to march to'..t'Jrds the 
City with Drums beating and Colours flying. Th!s 
De1cent was made over againfi: the Hle of Orleans, 
about a League and a half below ~tebec; but 'twas 
not fo expeditious, but that our confederate Sava ... 
ges, with two hundred C()ureurs de Bois, and fifty 
Officers, had time to poft themfelvcs in a Copfe of 
thick BrambJ€s, which lay half a League off the 
Place of Landing. It being impoffibJe for fo fmall 
a Party to come to an open Battle with a numerous 
Enemy, they were forc'd to fight after the manner 
of the Savages, that is, to lay Ambufcadoes from 
Place to Place in the Copfe, which was a quarter 
of a, League broad. This way of wa~ing \Var 
prov d wonderful I y fuccefsful to us, for our l\1er1 
being pofi:ed in the middle of the Copfe, we fuffer'd 
the Eny)ifh to enter, and then fir'd upon 'em, ly
ing flat upon the Ground till they fir' d their Pieces ; 
after which we fprung up, and drawing into Knots 
here and there, repeated our Fire with 1uch Succefs, 
that the E'ny:Jifh l\1ilitia perceiving our Savages, fell 
into Confufion and Diforder, and their Battalions 
were broke; infomuch, that they betook tbcmfelves 
to flight, crying out, Judiaus, Indians, and gave 
our Savages the Opportunity of making a bloody 
Slaughter among 'em, far we found three hundred 
1\1en left upon the Spot, without any other lofs on 
our fide than that of ten Coureurs de Bois, four 
Officers, and two Sava~es. 

The next day the EugJdb b.nded four Pieces of 
rafs Cannon mounted like I• ie1d-pieces, and fought 

2 verr 
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~ery b ·a vely, though they were very ill difciplin' d. 
'Tis certain there ""as no want of Courage on their 
fide, and rlYir \Vqnt of Succcfs muft be imputed to 
their unacqu:tintcdncis with military Difcipline, to 
their being infecbled by the Fatigues of the Sea> and 
to the ill ConduCt of Sir ll'tlliam Pbips, who upon 
this Entcrprife could not have done lefs than he 
did, if he had been engaged by us to ftand ftill 
with his Hands in his Pockets. 1 his day pafs'd o\rer 
more peaceably than the next, for then the E11glifb 
made a frefh Attempr to force their Paffage through 
the Ccpfc, by the help of their Artillery ; but they 
loft three or four hundred more in the Attempt, 
and were t)fc'd to retire ·with all diligence to the 
IJ~mding-pbcc : On our fide ve loft Iv1r. de St. 
Jlelenc, \\ho dy'd of a '}/ound in hi3 Leg, and about 
forty l:.reucb-mcn and Savages. This "Victory ani
mated us fo much, that \VC purfued the Englijh to 

1 their Camp, ~nd lay all Night fiat upon the Grour.d 
j 1ft by it, with a defign to attack it by break of 
Day : But they Gv' d us the labour, for they em
b~rked about 1\I:dnight with :fuch Confufion,that we 
kill'd fifry more of 'em, rather by Chance than by 
Dexterity, while they were getting into their Boats. 
vVhcn Dc.y came, we tranfported to ~ebec their 
Tents and their Cannon, which they had left behind 
,em; the Savages being in the mean tilne employ' cl 
in ftripping the Dead in the V\T ood. 

'Ihe £1me c11y that the Defcent was made, Sir 
!Tilliam Phips weigh'd and came to an Anchor with 
four great Ships, at the difiance of a l\1usket-iliot 
from tqe lower City, where we had only ot:Je Batte
ry of fix or eight Pounders. There he Cannonadoed 
for twenty-four Hours fo handfomly, that the Fire 
of the great Guns equalled that of the fmall Arms. 
The Damage they did to the Roofs of the Houfes, 
amounted to fi\:e or fix Piftoles ; for, a~ I inform' d 
you in my firft Letter, the Walls of the .Houfes are 
fo hard, that a B~ll cannot pierce 'em~ When 
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\V hen Sir l/litliam Phips had made an end ofthefe 

glorious Exploits, he fent to demand of 1\tr. de 
Frontenac fome Englifb Prifoners in Exchange for the 
Sieur ']oliet, with his \Vife and his fviother,and forne 
Seamen; which was forthwith put in execution. 
'l'his done, the Fleet weigh'd Anch0r and ftcered 
homeward. As foon as the three 1V!erch:1nt-men 
hat lay fculking in the River of Sagz;e;My, faw the 

Fleet running below q:adouffac with full Sail before 
a \\'cfler1y Gale, they put their Guns aboard, and 
purfuing their Voyage with great S~tisf-lct ion, ar
·rived at f!2Jtebec on the r zth of 1Vo:vember. They had 
fcarce put their Cargoe on f'noar, \vhr:n the bitter 
Cold covered the River with Ice, v . .:hich d:lm:tged 
their Ships fo much, that they v.:ere forced to run 
'em afhoar. This troublefome Fro11: was as uneafy 
to me as to 1\fr. de F,·ontcnac, for then I faw that I 
was obliged to pais another \Vint~r in Ccwad~1, and 
1\1r. de Frontenac was at a lofs to contrive a way of 
fending the King Advice of this Entcrprife: But by 
good luck, there came all of a fudden a Down£1l of 
Rain, which was followed by a Thaw, and was e
qually acceptable to us both. Immediately the Go
vernor ordered an unrigged Frigat to be ri~gcd and 
fitted out ; which was done accordingly with fuch 
Difpatch, that the Ballafr, Sails, Ropes, and l\tlafh 
were all in order almofl: as foon as the Orders were 
given out. \Vhen the Frigat was ready to fail, the 
Governor told me, that the making of France as 
foon as ever I could, wodd be a piece of impo1·tant 
Service; and that I oug! t rather to perifh thJn to 
fuffer myfelfto be taken by the Enemy ,or to put in at 
any Port \~.'batfoever by the way. At the 1:1mc time 
he gave me a particular Letter to 11r. de Scigne!ay, 
the Purport of which was much to my Ad ·an rage. 

I put to Sea the 2oth of 1 ·o:vembcr, the like of 
which was never feen in that Place before. At the 
Ifle of Coudres we 'fcap'd !ucki1y; for there rhe 

J\1 7orch 
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North-Eafl: Wiod blew fo hard upon us, that after 
we had drop'd Anchor, we thought to have been 
fplit in pieces in the Night-time. The reil: of our 
Paffage was good enough, for we encountered but 
one Storm till we arrived at this Place. Indeed 
we met with contrary \Vinds about 150 Leagues 
off the Coaft of Frmzc'-', which obliged us to tra-·• 
verfe, and lie by for a long time; and 'twas for 
this reafon that our Pa{fage was fo long. 

I hear you are now in Provence, and that Mr. de 
Seiguelai is gone upon a Voyage to the other "YVorld, 
which is of a quite different nature from that I have 
juft performed. In earneft, Sir, his Death is the 
Iaft t\-1isfortune to the Navy of France, to the Colo
nies C+f the two .America's, and to me in particular, 
fince l'v1r. de Franteuac's recommendatorv Letter is 
thereby rendered ufelefs to me. I am, " 

S I R, Tours, &c. 

LETTER XXI. 

Dated at Roe he!, July 16, I 6 .. 9 1. 

Conta;rzing a 1Jf[cription ~f the Courts or Offi: 
ces oft!. e fiihz~jiers oj' St,1te, and a Vie·w of 
feme Sfr·vi::es that are ill reu·arded at Court .. 

SIR, 
r H E Letter you writ to me t\vo Months ago 

~ came to my I-fands at Paris, but I could not 
give you an Ani\ver there, becaufe I had not then 
done my Bufine1S. Now that I am returned toRo
chet, I ·have leifure-time enough to inform you of 
t.tiJ that befell me fince my Return to Frauce. As foon 
as I arrived at Verfailtes, 1 waited upon .IVIr. de Pont-

chartraiu, 
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cbartrain, who fucceeded l\1r. de Seigue!ai. I repre

fented to him, that l\1r. de F'ronteuac had given me a 

Letter to his Predecdfor, in which he took notice of 

the Services I had done. I remonfirated to him, 

that my Eftate being feized upon, and there being 

feveral Law-fuits to be ad juG:cd \"here my Prefence 

was neceffary, I hop'd his l\1ajefiy would give me 

leave to quit his Service. He made Anfwer, that 

he had been inform'd of the State of my Affairs, 

and that I& was allow'd to pm·fue the .I'vlanagemcnt of 

,em till the Departure of the lafi: Ships that arc 

bound this year for ~uebec, to which Place he meaned 

I 1hould return. Having received this Ani\ver, I 
went from Verfailles to Paris, where my Relations 

drew me into a Confultation of fever a! Coun;cUors, 

who declar' d that my Affairs were fa perplex' d, that 

in their Opinion, I could not h1ve ,em 3d juftcd in fo 

fhort a time. In the mean time, the Crowns 1 \vas 

forc'd to lug out for this Confultation, turn'd my 
Stomach againft the going to Law with Perfons that 

had fo much Intereft in the Parliament of Paris; 

infomuch, that I was almoft in the mind of lofing 

my Right, rather than to enter upon the Law-Suit. 

However, I did not fail to put in for a Provifion upon 

my confifcated Eftate, by venue of my being atl:u

ally in the Service. But the folliciting of that, coil: 

tne fo much Trouble and Charges, that though my 

powerful Adverfaries had not been able to prevent 

the obtaining of my Requefr, yet the Sum ad judged 

thereupon, would not be fufficient to anfwer the 

Charges I was at. Jltieffieurs de Bra,f!,.elune are very 

honourable Gentlemen, as you know very well. 'Tis 

true, they love Piftoles better than their Relettions, 

and upon that Principle contented themfelves in 

doing me the Honour of their good Advice; for 

their Generofity does not go much further; and if 

had no other Refuge than theirs, I fhould be but in 

a forry Condition. The Abbot of Ecouttes, who is 
M f mo:e 
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more liberal, tho' not fo rich as they, maue me a 
Prefent of a hundred Lows d' ors, which I applied to 
the Payment of the Fees, for being received into the 
Order of St. Lazarus. 'I he Ceremony of that In
ftallment \Vas perforrr1ed in Mr. de Lourvoi/s Cham
ber, and did not lafi: fo long as the telling of the Mo
ney. I was in hopes that this generous Abbot would 
have beftowed upon me fome fimp1e Benefice that 
he might have thrown in my way, without injuring 
himfelf: But it feems, a Scruple of Confcience fi:ood 
my Enemy. Upon the whole, Sir, I was e'en forc'd 
at lafi: to go to Verfaitles to follicit for a Place, 
which is the mofr cutting and vexatious Office in 
the V\7 orld. Do but confider, Sir, that in thofe 
Royal Apartments Cro\vns fly, and no body knows 
where they go. One mufr patiently attend five or 
fix Hours a-day in l'vir. de Pontcbartrain's Apart
ments, only to fhew himfe1f every time that that 
1\1inifi:er goes out or comes in. 

He no fooner appears, than every one crowds in 
to prefent Memorials clogged with fifty Reafons, 
which commonly fly off as light as the Wind. As 
foon as he receives thefe Petitions, he gives 'em to 
fome Secretary or other that follows him ; and this 
Secretary carries ~em to l'vleffieurs de la ifouche, de 
Bego11, and de Saluberri ; whofe Footmen receive 
Pifi:oles from mofr of the Officers, who without 
that Expedient, would be in danger of catching cold 
at the Door of the Office of thefe Deputies. 'Tis 
from that Expedient alone, that their good or bad 
Defriny muft flow. Pray undeccive yourfe1f, as to 
your Notion of the Protection of great Lords: the 
Time is gone in which the .l\1inifters granted what
ever they asked for their Bafi:ards, their Footmen, 
and their Vaffals. There is but two or three Prin
ces or Dukes, who being great Favourites, will med
dle in protecting hofe that have no immediate De
pendance upon 'em; And if thefe do it, 'tis very 
· feldom; 
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feldom ; for you know that the Gentry of France is 
in no great Circumftances, and thefe great Lords 
have oftentimes poor Friends of their own, for 
whom they are oblig'd to ask Places, in order to 
their Subfiftence. As the vVorld goes now, the lVli
nifters are upon fuch a Foot, that they'll refufe any 
thing to Perfons of the higheft Dignity about Court, 
by replying, the King will have it fo, or the King will 
have it otherwife. And as for the Topic of Meri~; 
that's fuch a frightful Monfier, that it can have rio 
Reception in the lVIinifters Offices, nay, m oft of the 
1\1inifters are ftruck with Horror when they think of 
it. 'Tis the l\1inifiers, in effeCt, that difpofe of all 
Places, though it appears as if 'twere ; the King. 
'They do what they pleafe, without being accoun
table to him, for he puts all upon the Affection and 
Zeal they ought to have for his Service. They 
carry ExtraCts to him, in which the Merit of the 
Officers they mean to prefer, is either fuppos'd or 
ex toll' d. But the Memorials of thofe they do not 
like, are far from appearing. 

I'm forry I fhould be oblig'd to lay this Truth be
fore you; however, I n1ention no particular 1\li
nifter, for they are not all of that Kidney. I know 
feme of 'em that would {corn to do the leaft Injuf
tice to any Man whatfoever, and would not fuffer 
their Suiffes, or their Lackeys, or even their Depu
ties or Clerks, to intrigue for the Preferment of 
fuch and fuch Perfons by the means ofPiftoles. Thde 
dextror:s Intriguers do by indireCt means make more 
Officers than you have Hairs on your Head; and 
"'tis for that Reafon they are faluted a League off1 

and dignify'd as ferioufly with the Title of },funfiewr, 
as their Mafters are with that of A!onfti~r;:;neur or 
Grandeur. Thefe laft Titles have been acquired by 
our Minifters and Secretaries of State, \vith as much 
Glory as by our Bifhops. \Ve mufl: not th:r:k it 
ftrange therefore, that cyen our G~neral OfE~·ers 

have 
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have the Words Monfeigneur and Grandeur fo fre
quently in their Mouths, provided it be accompany'd 
with that of your Excetlency. I fwear, Sir, I could 
find Matter for a Book of three hundred Pages in 
I.;'olio, if I had a mind to be particular upon the In
trigues of the Officers and Minifters of State ; upon 
the means by which the Sollicitors compafs their ends, 
the notorious Knavery of a certain fort of People, 
and the Patience with which the Officers muft be 
fortified ; upon the Contempt that thofe meet with, 
who have no other Recommendation than Merit, 
and in a word, upon all the Inftances of Injufiice, 
that are praCl:is'd without the King's Knowledge. 

Let it be as it will, I mufi acquaint you, that after 
a fruitlefs Sollicitation for what I thought I had fome 
Title to, in Confideration of my Services, I receiv'd 
this Anfwer, that the King would order Mr. de 
Frontenac to provide for me as handfom1 y as he 
could, when an Occafion offertd : So that I was 
forc'd to reft f~ltisfy'd with my Anfwer, and refoJve 
to continue a Captain for ever, for I know very 
well, that the Governor of Cat:tada cannot prefer me 
to a higher Poft. 

HJving left Verfailtes, I came hither with all Ex ... 
pedition, and then went to receive the Commands 
of the Intendant Rochefort. He acquainted me, 
that the Ship ca1Jed l-Ionore was fitting up, and that 
I might fail as foon as 'twas ready. He recom
mended to me the Chevalier de Meaupou, Madam 
Poutcbartrah/s Nephew, who is to go along with 
me. This Gentleman having the Curiofity to fee 
Canada, is come hither from Paris, with a handfome 
Retinue. 'Tis in vain to fet forth to him the Tedi
oufhefs of the Paffage, the Inconveniencies of the 
Sea, and the Difagreeablenefs of the Country, for 
all thefe Arguments ferve only to inflame his Curi
ofity. The Count d' Azmay is to convoy us to the 
Latitude of Cape Fineflerte, at which Place he is to 

take 
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ake leave of us, and return to Rochefort. \Ve only 
flay for a fair Wind to put to Sea. I am, 

8 I R, 

ro~rs, &c. 

L E T T E R XXII. 

Dated at ~ebec Nov. r o. r 6 9 r. 

ffThich contains a1z Account of the Atttlor,s 
CJJeparture from Rodiel to ~1cbcc, of his 
Voyage to the .Jfouth of the l?.i·ver St. Lau
rencc, of a Rencottnter he had with art 
Englifh Ship which he_fought; of the flrand
ing of his Ship; ~f his jailing throttgh the 
River St. Laurencc; of the News he receiv
edl that a Par~y of the Englifh and lro1ucfc 
had defeated a Boc~y of the French TrooJJS. 

SIR, 

T W 0 Days after I wrote to you, we fet fail 
from the Harbour of Rochet, upon our great 

Voyage to Canada. On the 5th of Augttft we per
ceived a great Ship, which the Count of Atmay gave 
chafe to, who being a better Sailor, came up with 
her in three Hours time, whereupon fhe on a fud
den put up Genoefe Colours. Some Guns were fir'd 
upon the Prow, to oblige her to !hike; but the Cap
tain was fo obfiinate, that IV1r. d' Aunay was forc'd to 
give her a Broadfide, which kill'd four or five of 
the Seamen, whereupon the rcfi: were oblig'd to put 
out their Long-boat, and carry to his Ship their 
Pa£fports and 1lills of Lading. n the 1 orb, after 

they 
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they had taken the Latitude, the Pilots thinking that 
they were even with Cape Finifler, l\1r. £ Azmay fent 
out his Long-boat, to acquaint me th~t he was then 
upon his Return liome, upon which I wrote him a 
Letter of Thanks. Father Becbefer a J efuit, who had 
been many Years Superior of the College of rff(J!ebec, 
whither he was now going in the fame Capacity, was 
forc'd to throw himfelfinto this Long-boat, in order 
to his Return into France, having found himfelf con .. 
tinually indifpos' d, from the firft day we put to Sea. 
On the 23d of Augu_(l we had a great Storm of \Vind 
from the North-Weft, which lafred about twenty four 
Hours, being then a hundred Leagues off the Bank of 
Newfoundland. cfhis Bank takes its }. ~zme from the Ij: 
land of Newfound-land, aMap afwhich is bere amzex'd. 

When the Storm was over, there fucceeded a Wind 
from theN orth-Eafr, which drove us in ten or twelve 
Hours, to the Mouth of the River of St. Laurence. 
On the 6th of September we difcover' d a Ship failing 
from the Coaft of Gafpe, which bore down upon us 
\\'ith a full Sail, \Ve thought at firft that they were 
French coming from ,If(,uebec, but their way of work
ing the Ship difcovered to us within an Hour after, 
that they were Enemies. After we knew them, we 
prepared to fight them, and they being about a 
!League to the Windward of us, came quickly down 
upon us with full Sail, within Musket-ihot. Pre
fently they put up Engtifb Colours, and ga,·e us a 
Broad-fide ; and we put up our own Colours, and 
paid them home in their own Coin. The fjght Iafl:ed 
two Hours, and both fides fir'd continually one 
upon another, but the Sea being tempeftuous, we 
were obliged to iliear off as Night came on, with
out fuffering any other Lofs than the wounding of 
two Seamen, and the receiving of twenty- eight or 
thirty Shot in our 1\ilafts, Sails, and Rigging. Two 
Days after we met Mr. Duta,. Captain of the !Ia
zardous, \vho was homeward bound for France, 
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being a Convoy to ten or twelve l\1erchant Ships. 
He gave me feme Refrefhments, and told me feme 
News of Canada, which were very acceptable. \Ve 
puriu' d our Courfc in fpight of the South-Eaft 
\Vind, which obliged us to tack about feveral ways, 
ti\l we came to Portneuf, near to q"adouffac. In this 
Place we were fi randcd by the Fault of the Coaft
ing- Pilot, who being ot fi:inate for cafting Anchor 
1ear the Land, was like to have been the Caufe of 
a Shipwreck. At Midnight the Ship was fo dafh'd 
aga infi the Sand, that I thought fhe was fplit in 
pieces, b ut the Tide ebbing by degrees, 1he was left 
lying upon the Coaft,, without any apparent Da
tnage. I prefently caus d a Kedger to be dropt in 
the deep \\7 ater belag~d with feveral Ropes called 
Grelius Epiffes (fee tbe Expticatio1J =fable,) and the 
next Morning theTide returning, fet the Ship afloat, 
and then we haul'd it in with the Capfian. On 
he 13th we caft Anchor near the Red Jjla11d, and 
he Tiext Day being the 14th, \VC pafs'd that Chan

nel without danger, by the favour of a frefh Gale 
from the North-Eaft. 

On the 1 .)th we cafi Anchor at the Ijle of Hares : 
On the t6th we pafs'd the Ijle cf. Coudres: On the 

7tli we weathcr'd the Cape of cJourmente, and the 
ext Day we anchored in this Port. From the 

l\1outh of the River to this Place, we had the fin eft 
Sunfhine Days that ever were feen : During which 
time, I hlld both Leifure and Opportunity to view 
the Coafis on the right Hand and the left, while we 
taclc'd about and abo 1t as tHe wind ferv'd. \Vhcn 
I faw a great many Rivers on the South fide, I ask'd 
the P!lots why the Ships us' d to freer their Courfe 
on the North fide, where there is no ~ Anchoruge 
o be found, but at Papinacbe[c, the feven I;1es, and 

Portueuf They an{\ver'd me, that the ordinary Bree
zes of the rough North-\V eft \\'ind, which blo\\ s 
upon this River for three quarters of a .. 'ear, were 

the 
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the true Caufe why they durfl: not go far from the 
North fide; and that no body could enfure a Ship 
that fhould fteer on the South fide, except it were 
in the Months of ']zme, ']ttly, and Auguft. If it 
were not for that, I believe it would be more plea
fant, more eafy, and lefs dangerous to fail on the 
South, than on the North fide, becaufe one might 
cafl: Anchor every Night at the Entrance of thofe 
Rivers which difcharge themfelves all along that 
Coaft, and would not be obliged to be veering a
bout continually Night and Day, as he is forc'd 
to do when he fteers his Courfe on the North fide. 
This, Sir, is all I had to fay at prefent about our 
failing in this River, which I fhall have occafion to 
mention to you again. After our Ship caft Anchor 
before ~uebec, I landed with the Chevalier Meaupotl 
whom I conducted to the Houfe ofl\1r.Frontenac, who 
offer' cl to him as well as to me, the Ufe of his Table 
and Houfe. I am inform'd that 3 oo EngJifh, and 2oo 
Iroque[c, approached about two Months ago to the 
Ifle of MonreaJ: That the Governor of that H1e 
tranfported 15 Companies from the other fide of the 
River, to watch their 1\tiotions: That a Detach
ment of the Enemy having furprized our Out• 
Guards, attack' d the whole Body of them, and our 
Camp at the f:1me time, with fo much Vigour and 
Courage, that they kill'd upon the Spot more than 
three hundred Soldiers,befides two Captains,fixLieu
tenants, and five Enfigns ; and that after this fatal 
Expedition, !vir. Vah·enes, a Captain of the Ma· 
rines, fet out from Aionreat, with a Detachment of 
French and Savages, to go to Fort ChambZi, (for 
fear the Iroquefe fhould attack that Foft) who hav
ing met in their Paffage a Party of Englifo and Iro .. 
que[e, attack'd them vigoroufly, and defeated them. 

All thefe different Adventures give me ground 
to conjecture, that it will be much more difficult 

han 
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than 'tis imagin'd, to make a good Peace with the 
five Nations of the Iroquefe. Mr. Froutenac has given 
the neceffary Orders to all the neighbouring Habi
tations, that they fhould tranfport a great quantity 
of Stakes and Lime in the ¥linter time to theN eigh
bourhood of this City. FareweJ, Sir, the lafr Ships 
which are to depart hence for France, will fail io 
three or four Days. I am, 

S I R, Tours, E3c. 

L E T T E R XXIII. 

Dated at Nantz} OEfob. 25. t69z.: 

Containing an Account of the taking of fome 
Englilli Vejfe!s, of defeating a Party of the 
Iroquefc; of an lroqucfc burnt alive at ~c
bcc ; of another P ar~y of thefe Barbarians, 
who having furpriz ed {ome Coureurs de Bois> 
were afterwards furprized them(elves. Of 
the Projefi of an Enterprize propold by Mr. 
Frontenac to the Author. Of the Authors 
'Departure in a Frigat for France, and his 
flopping at Placcntia, which was attack' d ~Y 
an Englifh Fleet thttt came to take that Pofl 
from tts. How the Englifh fail'd in their 
'Dejign, and the Author pttrjit' d his Voyage. 

SIR, 
HIS Letter comes from Brit any, and not from 
Canada, from wh~nce I parted fuddenly to re

turn into France, about two Months after I receiv'd 
your Letter, which I could not then anfwer, for 
want of an Opportunity. You te11 me, that you are 
fatisfy'd with the Defcdption I have fent you of the 
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Riyer St. Laurence, and that you would be very 
glad to have as exact an Account of the whole Coun· 
try of Canada. I can fcarce fatisfy your Defire at 
prefent, becaufe I have not yet had time to fort all 
my 1\iemoirs, and therefore you muft not take it 
amifs, that I pray you to fufpend your Curiality for 
fome time. In the mean time, here follows the 
Relation of iome things that happened in Canada, 
which may be acceptable to you. 

Immediately after the Ships parted from ~tebec 
the laft Year, Mr. Fronteuac ordered a Plan to be 
drawn of a Wall to encompafs the City, and hav
ing traniported thither all the l\1aterials necdfary 
for building fame Redoubts of Stone, he took care 
to fortify it during the Summer. Some Days ago 
a Gentleman of }lew-EugJami call'd Netjon, was 
brought Prifoner to ~uebec, who was taken in the 
River of Kenebeki, upon the Coaft of Acadia, together 
with three Ships belonging to him, and becaufe he 
was a very gallant Man, Mr. Frontenac gave him a 
Lodging at his own Houfe, and treated him with 
all manner of Civility. About the beginning of 
this Year, this Governor gave the Command of a 
Party confifting of 150 Soldiers, to Chevalier Beau
cour, with whom fifty of the Savages that were our 
Friends were joyn' d, in order to march on the 
Ice towards Fort Ftonteuac. About thirty or forty 
Leagues from Moureal, they met a Company of fix
ty Iroquefe, who were difcovered by the Foot-ftep5 
of iome of their Hunters that had 11raggled out of 
their Cottages, and the next Day they were all fur
priz'd, and either had their Throats cut, or were 
made Prifoners. The Siear de ta Ptante, who livjd 
in Slavery with thefe \Vretches, had the good For
tune to be prefent in their Ccmpany when they 
were defeated, and he had certainly been kill'd with 
his 1\~afiers, if he had not cry' cl out with all his 
Alight, ~1Jare me, I am a f.1enchmau: He was one ot 
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the four Officers, who had the l\1isfortune to be ta 
ken in that fatal Incurfion, which thefe Tygcrs made 
into Moureat, as I told you in my r 7th Letter. The 
Chevalier Beaucour return'd again to the Colony with 
his Party, and brought along \Vith him twelve Pri ... 
foners of the Iroqut/e, who were immediately con ... 
duCl:ed to ~ebec: After they arrived, IV1r. It'rontet~ac 
did very judicioufly condemn two of the wicked ... 
eft of the Company, to be burnt alive with a flow · 
Fire. This Sentence extremely terrified the Gover
nor's Lady and the J efuits ; the Lady us'd all 
manner of Supplication to procure a Moderation of 
the terrible Sentence, but the Judge was inexorable, 
and the Jefuits employ'd all their Eloquence in vain 
upon this Occafion. The Governor anfwered 
them, " That it was abfolutely neceifary to make 
" fame terrible Examples of Severity to frighten the 
'' Iroqutfe; That fince thefe Barbarians burnt aln10ft 
'' all the French, who had the Misfortune to fall in
'' to their Hands, they muft be treated after the 
'' fame manner, becaufe the Indulgence which had 
'' hitherto been fuewn them, feem'd to authorize 
'' them to invade our Plantations, and fo much the 
'' rather to do it, becanfe they run no other I-Iazard 
'' than that of being taken, and well kept at their 
" Mafter's Houfes; but when they fhould under-
'' fiand that the French caus'd thetn to be burnt,they 
'' would have a care for the future how thev ad .. 
'' vanced with fo much lloldnefi' to the very Gates 
" of our Cities; and in fine, That the Sentence of 
" Death being paft, thefe two vVr--tches tnufr pre
'' pare to take a Journey into the other \Vorld. 
This Obfrinacy appear' d fi1rprizing in "'Nlr. Ftonteuac, 
who but a little before had favour'd the Efcape ot 
three or four Perfons liable to the Sentence of Death, 
upon the importunate Prayer of Madam the Gover .. 
nefs ; but though {he redoubied her earneft Suppli• 
cations, fl1e could not alter his firm Refolution as 
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to thefe two \Vretches. The Tefuits were there
upon ient to baptize them, an~i oblige them to ac
knowledge the Trinity and the lncarnatjon, and 
to repreient to them the Joys of Paradife and the 
Torments of 1-lell, within the Space of eight or ten 
I-1ours. You will readily confefs, Sir, that this w..1s 
a very bold \vay of treJtjng thefe great ~1yfleries~ 
and that to endeavour to make the lroqueje under
ftand them fo quickly., was to c.,pofe them to their 
T.aughter. \V hether they took theJeTruths for Song3, 
I do not know ; but this I can affure you, th1t from 
the 1\1inute they were acquainted with this fatal 
News, they fent back theie good Fathers without 
ever hearing them ; and then they began to fing the 
Song of Death, according to the Cufhnn of the Sa
vages. Some chJritable Pedon having thrown a 
Knife to them in Prifon, he who had the leafi: Cou
rage of the two, thrufi it into his Breafl, and died 
of the vVound immediately. Some young Ilttrous of 
Lorette, aged between fourteen and fifteen Years, 
came to feize the other, and carry him away to the 
Diamant Cape, where Notice was given to prepare a 
great Pile of 'vVood. He ran to Death with a greater 
Unconcernedntfs than Socrates would have done, 
if he had been in his Cafe. During the time of Ex
ecution he fung continually ; "That he was a "\;Var
" riour, brave and undaunted; that the rnoft cruel 
" kind of Death could not fhock his Courage, that 
" no Torments could extort from him any Crie5, 
"that his Companion was a Coward for having 
"kill'd himfelfthrough the fear ofTorment ; and 
'' lafi:Iy, that if he was burnt, he had this Comfort~ 
'' that he had treated many French and Hurons after 
'' the fame manner." All that he faid was very true, 
and chiefly as to his own Courage and Firmnefs of 
Soul; for I can truly fwear to you, that he neither 
ihed Tears, nor was ever pert:eived to figh ; but 
on the contrary, during all the Time that he fuf ... 
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ier'd the moft horrible Torments that could be in
vented, and which lafted about the Space of three 
Hours, he never ceas' d one 1'v1inute from finging. 
The Soles of his Feet wtre ro:1fied before two great 
Stones red hot, for more than a q, arter of an Hour; 
the Tops of his Fingers were fcorch'd in a Sto\·e of 
lighted Pipes; during which Torture he did not 
draw back his Hand. After this, the feveral Joints 
of his Body were cut off, one after another : The 
Nerves of his Limbs and Arms \"\·ere d1fiortcd with 
a little Iron Wand, after fuch a manner as cannot 
poffibly be exprefs'd. In fine, afrer many other 
ri'ortures, the Hair of his I-lcad was taken off after 
fuch a n1anner, that there remain' cl nothing but the 
Scull, upon which thefe young Executioners were 
going to throw fome burning Sand, when a certain 
Slave of the Httrons of Lorette, by the Order of!\il
dam the Governefs, knock'd him on the Head with 
a Club, which put an End to his 1\Jarryrdom. As 
to n1y felf, I vow and fwear, that the Prologue of 
this Tragedy created in me fo great a Horror, th::tt 
I had not the Curiofity to fee the End of it, nor to 
hear this poor \Vretch fing to the lafl: l\'loment of 
his Life. I have fecn to tnany burnt againft my 
\Vill, amongfl: thofe People \\·bere I fbjourn'd, du
ring the Courfe of my Voyages, that I cannot th;nk 
<Jf it without Trouble. 'Tis a Cd Spectacle, at which 
every one is obliged to be prefent, when he happens 
to fojourn among th"'fe Savage Nations, who inflict 
this cruel kind of Death upon their Prifoncrs of 
\V ar ; for as I have told you in one of my Letters, 
all the Savages practife this barbarous Cruelty. N a
thing is more grating to a ci \'il Man, than that he 
is obliged to be a \\' itnefs of the Torments which 
this kind of l\1artyrs fuffer; for if any one fhould 
pretend to fhun this Sight, or exprets any Compaf
fion for them, he \\'ould be eftecmed by them, a 
~1an of no Courage. 

N z After 



!'So Sonze 1 7t""d1 Vc)yages 
After the Navigation was open and free, the 

Sieur St. fi1icbet a Ca~utdcm, fet out from Af.rmreaZ for 
the Beaver Lakes, at the Head of a Party of the 
Coureurs deBois, with feveral Canows laden with fuch 
Goods as are proper for the Savages.. In their Paf
fage from Loug-Saut to the River of the Outaouas,. 
they met fixty Iroquefe, \vho furpriz'd them and cut 
all their Throats, except four, that had the good 
Fortune to efcape and carry the News to MoureaJ. 
As foon as this fatal Accident \~·as known, the Che
valier VaudreuiZ) put himfelf in a Canow with a De
tachment, and purfu'd this Party of Jroquefe, being 
follow'd by a hundred CaiJadans, and fome confe
derate Savages. I know not by what Chance he had 
the good Fortune to overtake them, but fo it was, 
he furpriz'd them, and attack' cl them with Vigour,. 
upon which they fought defperately, but at laft they 
were defeated. This Victory coft us the Lives of 
many of our Savages, and of three or four of our 
Officers. The Iroquefe that were taken, were carried 
to the City of !¥fonreal, near which Place they were 
regaled with a S::~lvo of Bafiinadoes. 

About the Beginning of the Month of1uly, l\1r-. 
FrontBtzac having received fome News from the 
Commander of the Lakes, fpoke to me of a cer
tain Project, which I had formerly fhown him to 
be of great Importance : :But becaufe he did not 
fufficiently confider all the Advantage3 that might 
be reaped from it, and on the contrary, appre
hended a great many Difficulties would attend the 
putting it in Execution, he had altogether negleCted 
this Affair, of which I fhall give you the following 
Account. 

l obferv'd to you in 1ny 17th Letter, the great Im
portance and Advantage of the Forts of Frontenac
and Niagara; and that in the ConjunCture of Cir
cumfi:ances wherein Mr. De1zonville then found them, 
it was impoffible to preferve them.. You have aJfo 
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~em ark' d the Advantages which the Savages have 
over the Europeans., by rheir way of fighting in the 
Forefts of this vaft Continent. Since we cannot 
deftroy the Ir-oquefe with our own fingle Forces, we 
are nece£farily oblig'd to have recour1e to the Sava
ges that are our Allies : And 'tis certain, as they 
themfelves forefee, that if thefe Barbarians could 
compafs the Defl:ruCl:ion of our Colonies, they would 
be fubdued by them fooner or later, as it has hap
pened to many other Nations, fo they know it to 
be their Intereft to join with us to deftroy thefe Bau
diti' s. Now fince they are well affected to this De
fign, we muft endeavour to facilitate to them the 
means of putting it in Execution ; for you may ea
fily believe that thefc People, as favage as they are, 
are not fo void of Senfe, as to travel two or three 
hundred Leagues from their own Country, to fight 
againft their Enemies, without being fure of a 
Place of Retreat, where they may rcpofe them
felves, and find Provifions. 'fhere is no Quefi:ion 
therefore but we fhould b11ild Forts upon the Lands 
of the IroquG[e, and maintain them in fpite of their 
'Teeth. This, Sir, is what I propos'd above a Year 
ago to l\1r. Frontenac, and it is what he would have 
me frill to undertake. I project therefore to build and 
maintain three Forts upon the Courfe of the Lakes, 
with fome Veifels that ihall go with Oars, which 
I will build according to my Fancy ; but they be
ing light, and of great Carriage, may be manag'd 
either with Oars or a Sai1, and vill alfo be able to 
bear the Shocks of the Waves. I demand fifty Sea
men of the French Bifcay, for they are known to be 
the moft dextrous and able l\1arine .. :s that are in the 
World. I muft alfo have two hundred Soldiers, 
<:hofcn out of the Troops of Camtda. I will build 
three little Caftles in feveral Places, one at the 1 'louth 
of the Lake Br1·ie, which you fee in my I\1ap of 
Cauctda, under the IT ame of Fort Suppofe, be fides nvo 

3 others. 



1 82. Some New Voyages 
others. The fecond I will build in the fame Place 
where it was when I tnaintain'd it in the Years 
1687 and 1688, whereof I have wrote to you in 
my 14th and I sthLetters: and the third at the 1\'louth 
of the Bay of iforonto, upon the :G1me Lake. Ninety 
l\len will be fufficient to garifon thefe three Re
doubts, and perh3ps a fmaller Number; for the ha· 
quefe, who never faw a Cannon but in a Picture, and 
to whom an Ounce of Powder is more precious than 
a Lewis-d'or, can never be perfuaded to attack any 
kind of Fortification. I defire of the King for put
ting this ProjeCt in Execution, I sooo Crowns a Year, 
for the Maintenance, Entertainment, Subfift:ence, 
and Pay of thefe 25o .l\Ien. It will be very eafy 
for me to tranfport with the abovemention'd Vef
fels 400 Savages, into .the Country of the Jroquefe, 
whenever I have a Mind. I can carry Provifions for 
2ooo, and tranfport as many Sacks of Indzan Corn 
as are neceffary for maintaining thefe Forts both in 
\Vinter and Summer. 'Tis eafy to have plenty of 
Hunting and Shooting in all the Hles, and to con
trive \Vays for croffing the Lakes; and it \vill be fo 
much the more eufy to purfue the Iroquefe in their 
Canows, and fink them, that my Veffcls are light, 
and my Men fight under a Cover. In fine, if you 
faw the l\1emorial which I am to prefent to Mr. 
Pontchartrain, you would find that this Enterprize 
is the fineft and moft ufeful that can be invented" 
to difirefs the Iroquefe in time of War, and confine 

· them within Bounds in time of Peace. Mr. Fronte-
1tac has join'd to it a private Letter to Mr. Po?Jtcbar
trai11, wherein he obferves to him, that if this Pro
jeCt were well put in Execution, thefe terrible Ene
mies would be obliged in two Years time, to aban
don :heir Country. After this he cidds, that he judges 
me fi1fficiently qualified to go upon fuch an En
terprize, and believes I will make my Point good. 
Perl aps he might have light on others that know 
the Country 'lnd Cufi:oms of the Savages be.tter than 

I do: 
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I do: But by an Accident which does not tend much 
to my Advantage, I h1ve purch:1s'd the Efi:eem and 
I•ricndfhip of thefe Savages, which in my Opinion 
was the only Reafon that mov'd I\1r. de Frouteuac 
to fingle out me for this Service. 

Juty the 27th, the Governor having given me his 
Packet for the Court, and the St. Auue :rigat being 
rigg' d and fitted out accoring to his Orders, I em
bark'd in the Port of .!J?JtEbc~, and after five Days 
failing, we met in the River of St. Laurence, over
againft Mouts Notre Dame, twelve l\1erchant··men, 
beund from France for ~tebcc, under the Convoy 
of Mr. d' J/;errvitte, Captam of the Poli. Augufl the 
~th, we got clear of the Bay of St. Laure;zce, by the 
help of a wefi:erly Gale, and th1t in fuch £1ir and 
dear \\T eather, that we defcry' d the Hlands of ape 
Breton and Newfotmdtaud, as difiintlly as if we had 
been within a l\1usket-Shot of 'em. The nine or 
ten following Days were fo far of a different Stamp, 
that we could fcarce fee from the Prow to the Poop 
of the Ship, for all of a fudden there ftU the thick
eft and darkefi: Fog that ever I faw. At the End 
of thefe Days the Horizon clearing up, we fiood 
in for .lvewfozmd-Land, defcrying C pe St. ALzry; 
and by making all the Sail \VC could, arri v ,d that 
very Day in the Port of Ptacentia. 

In that Port I found fifty Fiiliermen, m·ofi: of 
which were of FreJlch Bifcay, and thought to have 
fet out for Fra12ce along wi h them in a few Days : 
But they were longer in getting ready than I thought 
for, and when we were juft ready to break ground, 
we were inform'd by fome Fifuermen, that five large 
Bnglijb Ships were corn~ to an Anchor near Cape Sr. 
lrfary. This Intelligence prov'd very true, f<)r on 
the 15th of Septer;;,l;er they cafi: Anchor in fight of 
Placentia. The I 6tb they weigh' d, and came to an 
Anchor in the Road, out of the teach of our Guns. 
l.Jpon this the Governor was not a ittle perplex'd, 

r he had but fifty Soldiers in his Fort, and a very 
N 4 iin \a 
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fmall Moiety of Ammunition. Befides, the Fort 
was commanded by a lVIountain, from whence he 
might be gall'd with Stones flung out of Slings; and 
'twas to be fear'd, the E'n-=g:Jijb would poffefs them
felves of that high Ground. I rnarch,d with fixty of 
the Seamen belonging to the Fifhermcn, to prevent 
their Landing, in caie they attempted to make a 
Defcent at a certain Place call'd la Funtaine; and I 
compafs'd my End without firing a Gun. In effeCt:, 
fix or feven hundred EnyJt/h put into the Land in 
twenty Sloops, with a Defign to have landed at that 
Place; upon which my vigorous Cautabrimzs being 
full ofFire and Forwardnefs, appcar'd too foon upon 
the Shoar, in fpite of my Teeth, and by that means 
oblig'd the E11glijh to take another Courfe, and row 
with all their Might to the back of a little Cape, 
where they threw in a Barrel of Pitch and Tar that 
burnt two Arpcnts of Thickets. The 18th about 
Noon, perceiving that a little Sloop put off from the 
Admiral with a white Flag on its Prow, and made 
towards the Port, I run in thither immediately. 
The Governor had took care to fend out one of his 
own Sloops with the fame Flag, to meet the other, 
and was furpriz'd when fue return' cl with two Englifb 
Officers on board. Thefe Officers gave the Gover
nor to underftand, that the Admiral defir' d he would 
iend an Officer on board of him, which was done ac
cordingly; for ~1r. de Cofle-belte and I, went on 
board of the Admiral, who receiv'd us with all Re
fpect and Civility, and regal'd us with Sweet-meats, 
and feveral forts of '~'ines, with which we drank 
the Healths of the Admirals of France, and England. 
He fhew'd us his whole Ship, to the very Carriages 
of the Guns, and then gave the Sieur de Cojle-belte to 
know, that 'twould be a great Trouble to him to be 
oblig'd to take Placentia by the Force of Arn1S, in re
gard that he forefaw, fuch an Enterprize would prove 
fatal to the Governor, to the Garifon, and all the 

lnhabi· 
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bitants, upon the Account that he would find a 
great deal of Difficulty in preventing the Pillaaing 
and other Diforders; that in order to avoid this M if: 
fortune, 'twould be a prudential Part in the Gover
nor, to come to a Compofition, Our Officer be
ing fully acquainted with the Governor's l\1ind, 
made anfwer in his Name, that he was refolv'd up
on a vigorous Defence, and would rather fpring the 
Place in the Air, than furrender it to the Enemies of 
the King his 1\Iafter. After a mutual Exchange of 
Compliments, we took leave of him, and being rea
dy to get into our Sloop, he told us with Embraces, 
that he was infini ely ferry he could nut fal 1te us 
with his Guns, in the Room of which he order'd five 
or fix Huzza's, with Long lrve the King. v\ hen 
we went into the Boat, we return'd him the fame 
number of Shouts, to which he return'd a Seventh, 
that finifh'd the Ceremony. Upon our Return to 
the Fort, Mr. de Cofie·bclle gave the Governor an 
Account of the Force of the Admiral's Ship. The 
St . .Albans (fo the Ship was call'd) carried fixty fix: 
Guns mounted, and fix hundred Men Compliment, 
but the other Ships appear' cl to be of leG Force. 

The next Day, which was the I 9th, they advanc'd 
within Cannon-fhot of the Fort, where they lay by, 
while a Sloop row'd up to the Batteries. The Go
vernor fent out another Sloop to know what the 
.11atter was, and was anfwer'd, that if he had a 
mind for a Parley in the time of the Ingagement, 
he fhould put up a red Flag for a Signal. I was then 
pofied at la Fontaiue, to oppofe a Defccnt; for that 
was the only Place that could be ferviceable to the 
Englijh, in order to ma11:er P!Bceutia. The Eng
lijh ought to have confider' d, that their Cannon 
would do no Service againft an impenetrable Ram
part, and that they would lofe their Labour in 
fhooting againil: Flints and Earth. But it feems, they 

ere oblig'd by exprefs Orders fi·om the Prince of 
Orange, 
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Orauge to do it, and at the fame time to expofe them

. fclves to the Danger of being funk, which had certain
ly been effeCted, if we had had Powder and Ball 
enough,for the Cannonading iaited almoft five Hours. 

The 2oth a French Pilot who was Prifoner on 
board of the Admiral, made his Efcape by throwing 
himfelf into the Sea in the Night-time. He landed 
at the Place where I lay in Ambufcade; and after 
he had given me an Account of what pafs'd in the 
Fleet, I fent him to the Governor's Houfe. He in
form'd me, that they had dcfign'd a Defcent with 
fevcn or eight hundred Men, but alter'd their R.efo
lution, upon the Apprehenfion, that there were 
fourteen or fifteen hundred Seamen ready to oppofe 
them; that they \\·ere of the Opinion, that my fixty 
Bifcayaus who difcover'd themielves u·pon the Shoar 
at la Fontaine, in fpite of all I could do, had no 
ether View but to draw 'cm into an Ambufcade, by 
empting 'em to come up. The 2 rJl they fet fail 

with a North-Eaft Gale, after having burnt all the 
Houfes at Pointe Verte, where the Governor had 
ient a Detachment by way of Precaution that very 
fame Day; but the ways were fo impracticable, that 
the Detachment could not get there in time to op
pofe the Enemy. This one may jufi1y fay, that 
if it had not been for the Captains of the Bifcay 
Ships that were then at Place;ztia, that Place had un
doubtedly fallen into the Hands of the Brzglifb: And 
this I can convince you of, when you and I meet. 
In this bloody Expedition, the Engtijh loft fix !vlen; 
and on our fide the Sieur Boat, Lieutenant of a 
]\lautes Vcffel, had his Arm !hot off. In fine, the 
Engli.fb did all that l\1en could do, fo that nothing 
can be faid againft their Condutt. 

Offober the 6th, I took Shipping in Purfuit of my 
Voyage to Frauce, being accompany'd with fcveral 
other Vdfds. The efterly \Ninds were 1o favot.r
able to us in our Paffage, that we came to an An-

chor 
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chor on the 23d at St. Nazere, which lies but eight 
or nine Leagues from this Place. I am to ftt out 
immediately for Verfaitles; in the mean time, I am, 

SIR, 

Tours, &c. 

I~ E ·y T E R. XXIV. 

Dated at Ncmtes, May Io. 1693· 

Contai12ing an Account of Mr. Frontenac's Pi o
jeff, wbich ?.vas rejected at Court, a11d the Re:l
fon why it was rejelied. 'I'he Ki11g gives the 
Author the Lieutenancy of the [/le uj· New
found-Land, etc. together with a ji·ee /JJde .. 
pend~uJt Company. 

SIR, 
Am now once more at ]\Tantes, from whence I 
wrote to you in Q{fober lafr. I am no\V rcturn'd 

from Court, where I prefcnted to Mr. Poutchar- · 
train Mr. Frontenac's Letters, and the l\1emorial I 
mention'd in my lafl:. I was anf\ver'd, that it would 
not be proper to execute the ProjeB:: I propos'd, be
caufe the forty Seamen which were neceffary for 
my Purpofc, could not now be allow'd me; and be
fides the King had given Orders to 1\rir. Froutenac, 
to make Peace with the lroquefe upon any Terms 
whatfoever. This Inconveniency alfo was found 
to attend the Pr'-1jecr, that after the Forts \vhich I 
intended to build upon the Lakes were intireJy 
finifhed, the Savage that are our Friends and Con
federates, \\ ould rath~r ieek after Glory, by making 

\Var 
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\Var upon the Iroquefe, than take Pleafin·e in Hunt
ing the Beavers, which would be a confiderable Da
mage to the Colonies of Canada, that fubfift only, as 
one may fay, by the Trade of Skins, as I fhalllliew 
you more particularly in a proper Place. The Bug
tijh will by no means take it ill, that we do not 
build thefe Forts, for befides that they are too 
much concern' cl for the Prefervation of the lroqtte{e, 
they will always be ready to furnifh with Merchan
dize the Savage Nations, that are ottr Allies, as they 
have done hitherto. I muft own my felf mightily 
oblig'd to the Englijb, who attack' cl us ~t Ptacentia 
the laft Year; they dedar'd publickly, though with· 
out any jufi: Ground, after they arriv'd in England, 
that they would infallibly have taken that Place, if 
I had not oppos'd their Defcent. I have already 
inform' cl you, that I did not at all hinder them from 
landing at the Place where I was pofi:ed with fixty 
Bifcaymz Seamen: So that they attribute to me a 
glorious Action, in which I had no Share, and by 
that means have done me fo much Honour, that his 
Majefi:y bath befi:ow'd upon me the Lieutenancy of 
the H1e of Newfound-Land and Acadia, which I ne
ver deferv'd upon that Score. Thus you fee, Sir, 
that many times fuch Perfons are preferr'd, who 
have no other Patrons in the World, but pure 
Chance. However, I fhould have been better pleas' d, 

_ ifi could have put the abovemention'd Project in 
Execution ; for a fo1itary Life is mofi: grateful to me, 
and the Manners of the Savages are perfeetly agree
able to my Palate. The Corruption of our Age is 
fo great, that it feems the Europeans haye made a 
Law, to tear one another in pieces by cruel Ufage 
and Reproaches, and therefore you muft not think 
it firange, if I have a Kindnefs for the poor J1meri
cans, who have done me fo many Favours. I am 
to fer out the next Day after ~ro-morrow, from this 

PJacc 
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Place, in order to embark at St. 1-lazere. The Me[
jieurs d' An,~tti, two Nantes Merchants, have taken 
upon them to maintain the Garifon of Placentia, 
upon condition of certain Grants made by the Court, 
who furniihes them with a Ship, wherein I am to 
have my Paffage. Pray fend me your News by 
fomc Ships of S. John de Luz, which are to fail 
from this Place within two l\1onths, in order to 
truck with the Inhabitants of Placent:a. 

cannot conclude this Letter, without giving you 
feme Account of a Difpute I had very lately at my 
Inn, with a Portugueze Phyfician, who had made 
many Voyages to Angola, Brazil, and Goa. He 
maintain'd, that the People of the Continent of 
America, Afia, and Africa, were defcended from 
three different Fathers, which he thus attempted to 
prove. The America1zs differ from the Ajiatics, for 
they have neither Hair nor Beard; the Features of 
their Face, their Colour and their Cufioms are dif .. 
ferent ; befides that, they know neither meum nor 
t11um, but have all things in common, without mak
ing any Property of Goods, which is quite contrary 
to the Ajiaic way of living. He added, that Ame
rica was fo far difrant from the other Parts of the 
World, that no body can imagine, how a Voyage 
fhould be made into this New Continent, before the 
Ufe of the Compafs was found out; That the Afri
cans being black and flat Nos'd, had fuch monftrous 
thick Lips, fuch a flat Face, fuch foft woolly Hair 
on their Head, and were in their Confl:itution, 
Manners, and Temper, fo different from the Ame
'i'icaus, that he thought it impoffible, that thefe two 
forts of People fbould derive their Original from 
Adam, whom this Phyfician would have to refcmble 
a :l-urk or a Perjia1z in his Air and Figure. I an .. 
fwer'd him prefently, that fuppofing the Scripture 
did not give convincing Evidence, that all .lvfen in 
general are defcended from one firft Father, yet his 

Reafoning 
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Reafoning would not be fufficient to prove the cor1~ 
trary, fince the Difference that is found between the 
People of America and Africa, proceeds from no 
other Caufe but the difftrent Qualities of the Air and 
Climate in thefe two Continents: That this appears 
plainly to be true, becaufe a Negro Man and Wo· 
man, or a Savage l\1an and Woman, being tranf
planted into Europe, will produce iuch Children 
there, who in four or five Generations, will infalli
bly be as white, as the moft ancient Europeans. 
The Phyfician deny' d this Matter of Fact, and main
tain'd, that the Children dcfcended from this Ney;ro 
Man or \Voman, would be born there as black as 
they are in Gttiney ; but that afterwards the Rays of 
the Sun being more oblique and lefs fcorching than 
in Africa, thcfe Infants would not have that black 
fhining Lufire, which is fo eafily difl:inguiihed up
on the Skin of fuch Negroes as are brought up in 
their own Country. To confirm his 1-Jypotbejis, he 
affur'd me, that he had fecn many Negroes at Lif 
bo;t, as black as in Aftica, tho' their Great Grand
father's Grandfather had been tranfplanted into Por
tugal many Years ago. He added alfo, that thofe 
who were defcended from the Portugueze, that 
dwelt at Angola, Cape Vert, E3c. about a hundred 
Y cars ago, are fo little tawn' d, that 'tis impoffible 
to difiinguifh them from the Natives of Portugal: 
He further confirm' d his way of Reafoning, from an 
uncontefiable Matter of Fact ; for, fays he, if the 
Rays of the Sun were the Caufe of the Blacknds of 
the Negroes~ from hence it would follow, that the 
Braziltans being fituate in the fame Degree from the 
Equator with the Afri.£aus, lhould be as black as 
they are; but fo they are not, for 'tis certain their 
Skin appears to be as clear as that of the Portttguefe. 
:But this was not all, he maintain'd farther, that thofe 
who are defccnded from the firft Savages of Brazil, 
that were tranfported into Portu~at, above an Age 

ago, 
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ago, have as little Hair and Beard as their Ancef
tors, and on the contrary, thofe who are defcended 
from the firfi: Portugtteze, who Peopled the Colo
nies of Brazil, are as Hairy, and have as great 
Beards, as if they had been born in Portugal. But 
after all, continued he, though all that I have faid 
is abfolutely true, yet there are fame People, who 
rafhl y maiiitain, that the Children of the Africans 
and Americans, will by degrees degenerate in Eu
rope. 1 his may h:1ppen to thofe whofe Mothers re
ceive the Embraces of Eutopeans, \Vhich is the Rea
fan \\ hy v;e fee fo many Multattos in the lfles of 
America, in Spain, and in Portugal: Whereas if 
thefe \V omen had been as clo1ely kept up in Europe, 
as the Portugueze Women are in Africa and Ameri
ca, the Children of the Brafilians would no more 
degenerate than thofe of the Portugueze. Such, Sir, 
was the Reafoning of this Doctor, who hits the .I\1at
ter pretty juft1y towards the End of his Difcourfe; 
but his Principle is moft fa1fe, and moft abfurd, 
for no l'v1an can doubt, unlefs he be void of Faith, 
good Senfe and Judgment, but that ./ldam was the 
only Father of all l\1ankind. "Tis certain, that the 
Savages of Canada, and all the other People of Ame
ric:l, have not naturally either Hair or Beard; that 
the Features of their Face, and their Colour ap
proaching to an Olive, fhew a vaft Difference be
tween them and the EuropeaiJs. \V hat is the Caufe 
of thefe things I know not, and yet I cannot believe 
them to be the Effect of their Air and Food. For 
at that rate, thofe who are defcended fi·om the 
French, that firft fettled in Canada near a hundred 
Years ago, and for the moft Part run up and down 
in the 'vVoods, and live like the Savages, fhould have 
neither Beard nor Hair, but degenerate alfo by de
grees into Savages, which yet never happens. Af
ter this Phyfician had a1ledg'd all the1e Reafons, he 
digrefs"d from this SubjeCt, and having a mind to 

difcover 
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difcover his extravagant Opinions, ask'd me \vhat I 
thought of the Salvation of fo many Americaus, to 
whom in all Probability theGofpel was never preach
ed. You may very well believe, that I made no 
fcruple to condemn them by w holefale to Eternal 
Fire, which he took very ill. ' How can you, faid 
' he,condemn thefe poor People with fo much Affur
' ance · 'Tis probable that their firft Father, having 
' never finn'd as our Adam did, had a good Soul, 
' and an upright Heart, fince his Pofi:erity do ex
' actly obierve the Law of natural Equity, which is 
' exprefs'd in Lati;z in thefe well known vVords, 
' Alteri ue fee er is quod tibi fieri 1ton rvis ; and allow 
' no Property of Goods, nor any Diftinction or Subor
' dination among them, but live as Brethren, with
' out Difputes, without Suits, without Laws, and 
' without Malice. But fuppofing, added he, that 
' they were originally dcfcended from Adam, we 
' ought not to believe, that they are damn'd for 
' their Ignorance of the Chriftian DoCtrine, for who 
' can tell but God may impute to thetn the Merits 
' of Chrifi's Blood, by ways fecret and incomprehen
' fil?le to us? and befides, (fuppofing that Man has 
' a free Will) his Divine Majefiy without doubt 
' will have a greater Regard to his moral Actions, 
' than to his W orfhip and Belie£ The want of 
' Knowledge, continued he, is an Unhappinefs, but 
' not a Crime, and who can tell but God has a mind 

-- ' to be honour'd by infinite ways of paying him 
' Homage and Refpect, as by Sacrifices, Dances, 
' Songs and the other Ceremonies of the Americans? 
He had fcarce made an end of his Difcourfc, when 
I fell foul upon him with all my Might, as to the 
preceding Points; but after I had given him to un .. 
dcrftand, that if among the multi rvocati, i. e. thofe 
who profefs the true Religion, who are but a hand
ful of l\1en, there are found but pauci eleffi, all the 
,A,;z~ricalts muft be in a very deplorable Condition: 

He 
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le anfwer'd me impudently, that 1 was very ralli 

to determine who 1hould be in the Number of the 
Reprobate at the laft Judgment, and to condemn 
them without giving any Quarter; for, fays h , this 
is to infult the vV iidom of God, and to make him 
deal as caprieioufly by his Creatures, as St. Paul's 
Potter did by his two Veffds. N everthelefs, when 
he faw that I treated him like 3n impious, uBbe
lieving Wretch, he, to be even \vith me, rep1y'd in 
thefe fooli1h Words, Fidem ego hie qucc adhibetur 
My.fteriis facris interpello, fed fidem iltam quie bo11ce 
mentis for or eft, quteq; retlam rationem a mat. From 
hence you may jGdge, Sir, whether this fine Phyfic; 
dan was able to remove Mountains. I am, 

SIR; 

TIJurs, &c. 

LETTER XXV. 

Dated at Viana in Portugal 'ja1z. 31. 16 94'· 

!The Author; s Departure from France 10 Placentidc: 
.A Fleet of 30 Englifh Ships came ro.feize ttpo1i 
~hat P/a{e; but i.r d(fappointed, and Jheers off. 
rhe Reafonwhy the Englifhhavebad Succejj i11 

all their Enterprize.s beyond Sea. CJ"he Author' i 
Adventure with the Gover1J.or of Placentia.: 
His Departure for Portugal. .d;~ Engagement 
with a Flufhing Privateer. 

SIR, 
Do not at all doubt but you will be fenfibly affe6t:-· 
ed with mr. fad and fatal J.VIifadventure, ~hic.ti 

1 alii now iO' gfve JoU ilti Account of. And r: 



19~ Smne ]\.1ew Voyages . 
you muft know, that after we had waited for a fait 
Wmd fifteen or twenty Days at St. Nazere, we fet 
fail on the 1 ztb of May laft. Our Paifage was nei
ther long nor fuort, for we arriv' d at the Harbour 
of P lac entia the 2oth of ]uue, having taken an 
E1~glifh Ship laden with Tobacco, on the Edges of 
the Bank of New found- Laud. After I landed, I 
went to falute Mr. Brottilton, Governor of P lac entia, 
and declar' d to him how glad I was to obey the 
Orders of fo wife a Commander. He anfwer' d, 
that he was much furpriz' d to find, that I had fol
licited to be employ' d there, without acquainting 
him with it the preceding Year; and that he now 
plainly perceiv' d, that the ProjeCt about the Lakes· 
of Canada, (which I had mention'd to him) was a 
mere fham Pretence. I· endeavour' cl in vain to per· 
fuade him to the contrary; for it was not poffible 
for me to undeceive him. N everthelefs, I landed 
my Goods, and hir' d a private Houfe, till fuch time 
as I could build one for my felfi which I carried 
on with fo much Diligence, that it was finifh'd in 
September, by the Affiil:ancc of the Ship-Carpenters,. 
who were lent me gratis, by all the Bifcay Captains. 
The Sieur Beray of St.]ohn de Luz, arriv'd at Ptcr
ecntia on the 18th of 'July, with one of his Ships, 
and brought n1e a Letter, wherein you acquaint 
me, that in regard your Nephew defires to vi fit' 
Canada the next Year, you would be very glad to 
nave a Dictionary of the Language of the Savages, 
together with the ~1emoirs which I promis'd you. . 

On the 16th of September we perceiv'd an E11glifo 
Fleet of twenty-four Sail, which caft Anchor in the 
Road much about the time that it was difcover' d. 
It was commanded by Sir Francis lf/heeter, who h2d 
gone to Martinico with a Defign to feize that Hle, 
and in his Return from thence had fail' d to Tew .. 
England, to take in forne· Forces and Ammunition· 
· 1cre, in order to make himfelf .1\l:"fter of PJacentia: 
· but 
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out when he difcover'd a R doubt of Stone lately 
built upon the Top of the 1\Iountain, which I men
~ion'd to you in 1ny laft Letter but one, he thought 
it more advifeable to return quietly into Europe, 
than to mal ea fruirlefs Attempt. \\T e had planted 
four Cannon upon this high Redoubt, which fo 
gall'd the Shi s of his Fleet, that they v"ere forc'd 
to weigh Anchor., and hoifi: Sail fooncr than the) 
intended. The Fault of the Eug!ifb upon this Occa
fion, was, that they did not enter the Harbour the 

. fame Day that they appear'd before the Place. I 
h.1ve obferv,d it many times, that Attempts do 
commonly mifcarry, by delaying them for a little 
while; and of this I could give you at leaft fifteeri 
or fixteen lnfi:ances within the Compafs of my ow~ 
Knowledge. .But now I return to the Quarrel the 
Governor had with me. 

Fancying that I had follici""ed my. Employments; 
\vithout taking notice of him; he treated tne with all 
manner of Reproaches and Outrages, from the time 
of my Landi~g, to that of my Departure, arid was 
not fatisfy'd \t'ith appropria.t.ing to himfelf the Pro
fits and Advantages of the free Company that wa~ 
given me, but like wife ftop' d without any Scruple,, 
the Pay of the Soldiers that wtre employ'd in the 
Cod-fifhing by the Inhabitants, and made the reP~ 
work without Wages. I iliall take no notice of his 
ubE~k Extortion; for tho' he has formally counter-. 

acted the ten Articles contain'd in the Orders of 
Lc-wis the 1 otb, yet he had fo many Friends fn a]' 
the Courts, that he could not be found guilty: 
';fhere's fome Pleafure in making Prefen.s in hi3 . .;,3f.j 
for by them he has made soooo Crowns per fas 8 
nefc,u, in die fpace of three or four Y cars. I fhould 
l1ever have done, if I offer' · to give you a ·artic·l~ 
Jar Account of all the Trouble and V cxation ht'! 
gave Irie. fha!l only . mention three Inftancd 

h. c . ro\vn' all the refr,. 
-~ 
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On the 2oth of Nocvember, i. e. a 1\1:onth after our 

Fifhermen fet fail, while I was entertaining at Sup
per fome of the Inhabitants, he came mask' d into 
my Houfe, with his Servants, and broke the glafs 
\Vindows, Bottles, and Drinking-Glaffes, and threw 
down the Tables, Chairs, Chefts of Drawers, and 
every thing that came to Hand. Before I had time 
to get into my Chamber, and take my Pifiols, this 
infolent !vfob difappear'd very feafonabJy; for I 
would have loaded my Pifiols and purfu' d them, if 
my Guefts had not hindred me. Next Morning his 
Servants fell upoo mine, who expected nothi-ng lefs 
than to be threfh'd to death with Clubs. This fe
cond Infult having provok'd my Patience to the laft 
Degree, I was meditating fome Revenge upon thcfe 
A£faffins, when the Recollets came and remonftrated 
to me, that I muft diffemble my Refentment, t9 
prevent any Innovation in the King's Affairs .. Then 
I refolv'd to fhut my felf up, and apply my felf tD 
Study, to divert the vexatious Thoughts, of not be
ing able to pul~ off my Mask. The third Trick 
which he play'd me, at the end of three Days, was 
this; he fent to arref.l: two Soldiers, whotn I had 
imploy'd to cut down fome Grafs in the l\1eadows; 
about lialf a League from the Garrifon: They were 
feiz'd while they were Mowing, bound and carried 
away Prifoners, under the pretence of being De
:lerters, becaufe they had lain two Nights out of the 
Garrifon, without his leave; and, which would have 
prov' d. yet more fatal to thefe innocent Men, he had 
certainly €aus'd 'em to be knock'd on the Head, on 
purpofe to vex me, if the Recollets, and his own M ifs, 
had not earneftly interceded on their behalf 

After this- Accident, the Reco11ets advifed me to go 
and fee him, anti to en~reat him to put an end· to all 
his Perfecutions, affuring, him at the fame time, that 
I was entirely his Servant and friend. Durus eft h1s 
{ermo. \Vhatever ReluCtancy I had to yield to an 

Advice 
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Advice fo contrary to Nature, which I mufi confefs, 
il:ruggled furioufly within me, yet I offer'd fo much 
Violence to myfelf, that I fubmitted to it. I was at 
his Houfe, went into his Chamber, and being with 
him all alone, I fpoke to him for a quarter of an 
Hour in the moft fubmiffive Terms, that any Slave 
could ufe. I am afham' d to make this Confeffion 
to you, for I blufh to myfelf every time I think of 
fo mean a Submiffion. I-fowever, inftead of his 
lifiening to my Reafons, and treating friendly with 
me, he fell into a moft furious Paffion, and loaded 
me with a Torrent of moft bitter Reproaches. In 
this Cafe, Sir, I preferr' d the Service of the King, 
before the PunCtilio's of Honour, for I did nothing 
but retir'd to my own Houfe, being well fatisfy'd 
that I was not affaffinated by his Domefiicks : But 
the Diforder which this Affair produc' d, would re
quire a long Difcourfe. It will be more to the pur
pofe, to come to Matter of Fact ; I do affure you, 
that he would have laid me up, if the lnh1bitants 
had appear'd to be in his lntereft. He pretended 
that he had been infulted, and confequently that he 
was in the right in revenging himfelf, wl atever it 
cofl: him. But the tragical End of a Governor, 
whofe Thro.1t was cut in this Country about thirty or · 
forty Years ago, furnifh'd him with abundant mat
ter of RefleCtion. He judg'd it therefore hisfafeft 
way to diffemblc his Anger, being perfuaded, that if 
I fhould have run him through With my Sword, the 
Soldiers and Inhabitants would have favour'd my 
Efcapc to the Engli]h, in the Neighbourhood of Pla
~entia. In the mean time the Recollets, who had a 
mind to compofe theie growing Differences, found 
ho great Trouble in reconciling us, for they remon
{l-rated to him, of what Confequence it vvould be 
Dr us to live in a good Correfpondence, and to avoid 
the Troubles that would enfue upon our Quarrels. 
This Propofal of an Accommodation, was in ap~ 
· ' - 0 3 pea ranee 
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pearance moft agreeable to him, and fo ~1:1ch the 
rather, pec~ufe he was glad to diifemble hjs Refent
ments by the external Signs of Friendfh·p. So we 
f:nv and embrac'd one anoth r with m 1tual Pro
tefiations of forgeqing all ~hat ·had pafs' d betwee~ 
us. 
· After this Reconciliation, I had reafon to believe, 
~hat his Heart would not give the Lye to his Mouth, 
~ecaufe I thought he was not io imprudent as to in
form the Court of fome Trifles, wherein he would 
appear to have proil:ituted his Honour; but I was 
rleceiv'd, for he took the Pains to add afterwards to 
the verbal Procefs he had given in before our Ac.m 
commodation, fome Falfehoods which he ought to 
have conceal'~. 'Tis necdlefs to acguaint you, how 
by chance his Papers fell into my Hands ; that In
rifcrction might prove a Difadvantage to fome Per
ions, whom Heaven blefS. I fhall only tell you, 
i:hat after the R.ecollets had feen and read the Alle
gations contain'd in his Papers, they rnade no Scru
ple to advife me to take care of rnyfelf, and inge
nuoufly declar'd to me, that they never intended to 
:meddle any more in that Affair, becaufe they per~ 
ceiv'd that they bad ~nnocently contributed to do 
ine a Prejudice, by reftoring Peace between him an4 
J; .. ,e. This who!efome Advice made me perceive the_ 
Danger to which I fhould be expos' d, if I continued 
any longer at Placentia, infomuch, that the Fear I 
had of being fent to the Baflile, after the Arrival of 
the Ships fi·om France, ~:tde me rcfolve to abandon 
all hopes of ma?.1n~ my Fortune here, and to throw. 
up my Places. After the Inhabitants were acquaint
ed with this N cws, all of 'em, except three or four, 
came running to my I-Ioufe, to affure m_e they' 
· ~ere reaqy to fign my verbal Procefs, in cafe I 
wot d change my Refolution : But infiead of ac
~epting their Offer, I ga\'e thetn to underftand, ha
;,·ng thank'd th .m firil: for thei Good-will, that 

they 
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they would bring Mifchief upon themfclves, and 
be look' d upon at Court as feditious Perfons, 
and Difturbers of the publick Peace ; fince by 
a deteftable Principle of Politicks, an inferior 
Perfon is always judg'd to be in the wrong, 
whatever Reafon he may have on his fide. Indeed, I 
would gladly have avoided this fatal Neceffity of 
throwing up my Places, which feem'd inienfibly to 
lead me to fome great Fortune; but at laft the Con .. 
finement in the Ba.ftile, made fuch a deep lmpreffion 
upon my Mind, after I had ferioufly reflected upon 
the troublefome Circumftances of my Affairs, that 
I made no fcruple to embark in a little V eifel, 
-which was the only one, and the laft that was to 
go to France. The Propofal I made to the Captain 
of prefel)ting him with 1 ooo Crowns, was fo 
well receiv'd, that he engag'd to land me upon the 
Coaft of Portugal for that Sum, upon Condition that 
llhould keep the Secret. The beft of the Matter 
was, that my Enemy had ufed the Precaution of 
writing to the Governors of Belle Hle, of the Hle of 
~e, and of Rochelle, to feize rne as foon as I fhould 
land. He reckon'd, and not without Rcafon indeed, 
that this Veife] would put into one of thefe three 
Ports : But three hundred Piftoles, dexteroufly con
vey' cl to the Hands offome People, that are not much 
accufiom'd to finger Gold, have a wonderful EffeCt:; 
for that very Sum, which indeed I was loth to part 
with, fav'd me my Liberty, and perhaps my Life. 

Purfuant to this Refolution, I imb qu'd the 14th 
cf the laft Mont.l, notw ltc nding the Rifi.1ue that 
one runs by Sailing in the ir. tcr-time through 
fuch a Sea as lies between Newf~uud-Laud and France. 
!)Tis ncedlefs to inform you., that I left at Placeutia a 
great deal of Houfhold Furniture, wh!ch .... could 
neither fell nor carry off. ,Twill be more edify
ing for you to hear the Jour :..1 of our oyage. \Ve 
encounter'd three terrible Storms h1 our Paffa.ge, 

0 4 without 
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~ithout any qamage ; and in the ]aft of thefe, which 
!afied three Days, ~he Wind at North-Weft, we 
~un a hundrefi and fifty Leagues without any Sail. 
This laft Storm was fo vio]ept_, that the Seamen im"!" 
brac' d, and big an eternal Adieu to one another ; 
for every !viin~te ~hey expeCted to pe funk without 
Jtelie£ /is this Storm alarm'd qs, fo the contrary 
Winds from the Eafl: and N orth-Eatf, that fprung 
ppon us a hundred Leagues to tne \V ~ftward of 
~ape Fini.fterre, occ~fion' d an equal Pread ; for we 
were oblig'd to traverfe the Sea for three or four and 
~wenty Days, after which we defcry'd the Cape by 
virtue of our frequent Tackings, and by a itrapg~ 
fo.ccident .. were ~ttack'd by a Ftujhiug Privateer, 
which could not board us, bccaufe the Sea ro1l'd fo 
high, but contented ~erfelf with Firing upon us, anq 
that with fo little effeCt., that we 4id not lofe one 
lv1an. Our lvbfts and Rigging indeed were fo da
iuag'p, that after we were parted from the Priva
teer, by the help of the Night and a great Fog, we 
~ould icarce make ufe our Sails : however we 
refitted with all poffible diligence, and the Captain of 
the Ship having then a fair Pretence to luff out of the 
direct ~ourfe, ftood ~o th~ South-~aft in the Night.
time. This feign' cl Courfc did not fecure us from 
the Privateer, \Yhich might pappen to fieer the famy 
Courfe; fo tha~ in ~~e Night-time we put onrfelvcs 
~n a Readinefs to renew the Fight in th~ Day-time. 
In effeCl:, he did not purfue us, as we apprehended; 
:Jlnt about Noo11 we efcap'd ye~ ~ore narrowly, for 
we were purfu'~ by a SaiiJ?l!a?Z in ~ght of the Coaft: 
for fo~r Hours, and \Yere wi~~in ~ Hair'~ breadth, 
pf being ta~en, before we got under the Cannon of 
the Fort of this City. Had we been catch' cl, the 
Governor of Ptaceutia would have had fame grouncl 
for the joyful Exclamation, Jncidit iJZ Sytlam, &c. 
l3ut thank God we we~e oply frightned. ·· - . , . A 
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As foon as we came to an Anchor, I paid down 
my Iooo Crowns to the Captain, who has reafon 
to look upon this Action, as one of the beft he 
ever did in his Life-time. The Long-boat was 
no fooner in the Water, than I went afhoar with 
all my Baggage ; and as foon as I came into this 
City, I procur'd Ammunition and Provifions for 
the Ship with that E~pedition, that the Captain 
weigh'd Anchor the very next Dqy, and fo con
tinued his Courfe to France. 

As for the Memoirs of the Country of Canada, 
which you have fo often defir'd, I have addrefs'd 'em 
to the Rochet Merchant, who convey'd your Letters 
to me all the while I was in Canada. To thefe I 
have tack'd a fmall Catalogue of the moft neceffary 
Words of the Algo11kin Language; which, as I have 
often told you, is the fineil: and the moft univerfal 
Language in that Continent. If your Nephew con
tinues his Defign of undertaking a Voyage to that 
Country, I would advife him to learn thefe Words 
in the time of his Pa!fage, that fo he may be able 
to fray five or fix Months with the Algo11ki1H, and 
underftand what they fay. I have likewife fent you 
an Explication of the Sea-Terms, made ufc of in 
my Letters. The making of this little Table, was 
a Di verfion to me in my Voyage ; for in perufing 
my Letters, I drew out feme Remarks which I de
fign to impart to you, if I nncl that the enfuing 
Memoirs give you S;ltisfaction. 

You will readily guefs, that from the Year 1683, 
to this very Day, 1 have renounc'd all manner of 
Ties to my Country. The curious Adventures that 
I have related to you in \Vriting fince that time, 
will undoubtedly afford an agreeable Diverfion to 
your Friend3 ; provided they are not of theN um
ber of thole uniufferable Devotees, who would ra
ther be cruclfi'd, than fee an Ecclcfiafi:ick e~pos~d. 
]?ray be io kind as to write to me to Lisbon, and 
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inform me of what you hear, in r~ference to my 
Concern. You have fuch good Correfpondents at 
Paris," that you cannot mifs of knoVfing how things 
go. 1 doubt not ~ut my Adverfary feeds himfelf 
with the Hopes, that his ufual Prefents would pro
cure the apprehending of me in Ftance, where he 
thinks I would be the Fool to land : But now to be 
fure he,ll fret his Heart out, for that he caQnot gall 
me to his ifhes.- However, ,tis as much his In
tereft to follicit n1y Death, (purfuant to his unjufl: 
Charge againit me) as 'tis my Glory to procure him 
a long Life. Upon this Foot, Sir, the longer he 
lives, the more Revenge I fhall have ; and confe
quently I fuall have an Opportunity of an eafy So
lace for the Lofs of my Places, and the Difgrace 
1ave met with from the ~ing. I am, · 

SIR, 

Tours, &c .. 
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North~ America; 
Containing a Geograplical Difcription of that 
: va.ft Continent; the Cujloms and Conl/JJerce of 

the Inhabitants, &c. 

SIR, 

N my former Letters, I prefented you with a 
View of the E11g}ijb and Fre?Jch Colonies, the 
Commerce of Canada, the Navigation upon the 

Rivers and Lakes of that Country, the Courfe of 
Sailing from Europe to J.lorth-America, the feveral 
Attempts made by the Enzlifb to mafter the French 
~olonies, the Incurfions of the French upon New
England, and upon the Iroquefe Country : In a 
Word, Sir, I have reveal'd a great many things, 
that for Reafons of State or Politicks, have been hi
therto conceal'd ; infomuch, that if you were capa
ble of making me a Sacrifice to your Refentment, 
'tis now in your Power to ruin me at Court, by pro
ducing my Letters. 

All that I writ in the foregoing Letters, and the 
whole Subfl:ance of the Memoirs I now iend you, 
is truth as plain as the Sun-!hine. I flatter no Man, 
and I fl:nre no body. I fcorn to be partial; I befio v 
due Praife upon thofe who are in no Capacity to 
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ferve me, and I cenfure the Conduct of others, that 
are capable of doing me an Injury by indirect Me
thods. I am not influenc' d by that Principle of In
tereft and Party-making, that is the Rule of fome 
Folks Words. I facrifice all to the Love of Truth, 
and write with no other View, than to give you a juft 
Reprefentation of things as they are. 'Tis beneath 
me to mince or alter the Matter of Fact, contain'd 
either in the Letters I fent you fome ten or twelve 
Years ago, or in thefe Memoirs. lp t4~ Courfe of 
my Voyflges and Travels, I took care to keep parti
cular Journals of every thing; but a minute Rela
tion of all Particulars, would be irkfome to you, be
fides, tha~ the Trouble of taking a Copy of the 
Journals, before I h~ve a~ Opportunity of fhewing 
you the Original, would requi~e more ~~me than I 
can well fpare. In thefe Memoirs you,Jl find as 
much as will ferve to form a perfect Idea of the vaft 
Continent of North-America. In the Courfe of our 
Correfpondence from the Year 1683, to this time, 'i 
feot you five and twenty Letters, of all which I 
have kept a Double very carefully. ~1y only View 
in writing of thefe Letters, was to inform you of 
the moft effential Things ; for I was unwilling to 
perplex and confound your Thoughts, with an Infi .. 
nity of uncommon things, that have happen,d in 
that Country. If you'll confult my Maps, as you 
read the abovemention'd Letterss, you'll find a jufi: 
Reprefentation of all the Places I have fpoke o£ 
Thefe Maps are very particular, and I dare affure 
you, they are the correeteft yet extant. My Voyage 
upon the Long River, gave me an Opportunity of 
making that little l\1ap, which I fent you from Afi/
jitimakmac in I 699, with my fixteenth Letter. ,Tis 
true, it gives only a bare Defcription of that River, 
and the River of the .llfif{ottris; But it requir,d more 
time than I could fpar~, to make it more complete, py a Know ledge of the adj1ccnt Col.}ntrie~ w ic., 
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have hitherto been unknown to ail the World, as 
well as that great River, and which I would never 
have vifited, if I had not been fully inftruCl:cd in 
every thing that related to it, and convoy'd by a 
good Guard. I have plac'd the Map of Canada at 
the Front of thefe l\1emoirs, and ddire that Favour 
of you, that you would not fhew it to any body un
der my Name. To the latter Part I have fubjoin,d 
an Explication of the Marme, and other difficult 
Terms, made ufe of in my Letters, as well as in thefe 
Memoirs; which you'll pleafe to confult, when you 
meet with a Word that you do not underftand. 

A jhort Defcription of Canada. 

You'll think, Sir, th3t I advance a Paradox, when 
I acquaint you, hat New-France, commonly caH'd 
Canada, comprehends a greater Extent of Ground, 
than the halt of Burope : But pray mind what Proof 
I have for that Affertion. You know that Europe 
extends Sou h and North, from the 35 to the 72 
Degree of Latitude, or, if you wiiJ, from Cadiz to 
the North Cape on the nfines of Lap land ; and 
that its Longitude reaches from the 9th to the 94th 
Degree; that is, from the River Oby, to the Weft 
Cape in Tjtaudza. But at the fame time, if we take 
the greateft Breadth of Europe, from Eafi: to 'YVeft, 
from the imaginary Canal, (for Inftance) between 
the '.tanais and the VoZY;,a, to Dinglcbay in Ireland, it, 
makes but 66 Degrees of Longitude, which con
tain more Leagues than the Degrees allotted to it 
towards the Polar Circle, tho' the{e are more nu
merous, by reafon that the Degrees of Longitude 
are unequal : and fince we are wont to meafure Pro
vinces, Iflands, and Kingdoms, by the fpace of 
Ground, I am of the Opinion, that we ought to 
rnoke uie of the fame Standard, with refpect to the 
four Parts of the \Vorld. The Geographers who par-
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tel out the Earth in their Clofets, according to their 
Fancy ; thefe Gentlemen, I fay, migh~ have been 
aware of this Advance, if they had been more care
ful. But, to come to Canada. 

All the W orJd knows, that Canada_ reaches from 
the 39th to the 65th Degree of Latitude, that is, from 
the South-fide of the Lake Erri'e, to the North-fide 
of Hud[o1t's Bay ; and from the 284th, to the 336th 
Degree of Longitude, rviz. from the River Mtffijipi, 
to Cape Rafe in the Hland of .l'lew-Foundland. I af
firm therefore, that Europe has but I I Degrees of 
Latitude, and 3 3 of Longitude, more than Canada, 
in which I comprehend the Hland of New-Found
land, Acadia, and all the other Countries that lie to 
the Northward of the River St Laurence, which 
js the pretended great Boundary that fevers the 
French Colonies from the Engtijb. Were I to reckon 
jn all the Countries that lie to the North-Weft of 
Canada, I fhould find it larger than Europe : But I 
confine myfelf to what is difcover'd, known and 
own'd; I tnean, to the Countries in which the 
French n·ade with the Natives for Beavers, and iri 
which they have :Forts, l'vlagazines, Miffionaries, 
and fmall Settlements. 

'Tis above a Century and a half fince Canada was 
difcover' d. John Verafmz was the firfl: Difcoverer, 
though he got nothing by it, for the Savages eat him· 
up. Janzes Cartier was the next that went thither, 
but after Sailing with his Ship above cf!(_uebec, he re
turn' d to Ftance with a forry Opinion of the Coun
try. At I aft better Sailors were imploy' d in the Dif
covery, and trac'd the River of St. Lattrence more 
narrowly: And about the Beginning of the laft Cen
tury, a Colony was fent thither fron1 R ouen, which 
fettled there after a great deal of Oppofition from the 
Natives. At this Day the Colony is fo populous, 
that 'tis computed to con~ain 1 8oooo Souls. I have 
already given yo11 fonte Account of th~t Country in 
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11y Letters, and therefore fball now only point to the 
tnoft noted Places, and take notice of what may grati
fy your Curiofity beyond what you have yet heard .. 

\V e are at a Lofs to find the Head of the River of 
St. Laurence, for tho we have trac'd itfeven or eight 
hundred Leagues up, yet we could never reach its 
Source ; the t emotefi: Place that the Cottreur s de Bois 
go to., being the Lake Leucmiptgon, which difim..; 
bogues into the Upper Lake, as the Upper Lake does 
into the Lake of· Hurons, the Lake of Hurons into 
that of Errie alias Cpnti, and that of Errte, into the 
I.ake of Fronteuac, which forms this lafi: great River, 
that runs for twenty Leagues with a pretty gentle 
Stream, and f,veeps thro' 30 more with a very rapid 
Current, till it reaches the City of Monreal ; from 
whence it continues its Courfe with fome moderation 
to the City of 4(,uebec; and after that, fpreads out, 
and inlarges itfelf by degrees to its Mouth, which 
Ties a hundred Leagues further. If we may credit the' 
North-Country Savages, this River takes its Rife 
from the great Lake of the .Affinipouals, which they 
give out to be larger than any of the Lakes I men
tion'd but now, being fituatedat the Diftance of fi fty 
or fixty Leagues from the Lake of Lenemipiy:,ou. The 
River of St. Laureuce is 20 or 22 Leagues broad at 
its l\1outh, in the middle of which there's an Hland 
call' cl Anticofli, which is twenty Leagues long. This 
Ifiand belongs to the Sieur Jaliet a Ca11adan, who 
has built a little fortify'd Magazine upon it, to guard 
llis Goods and his Family from the lncurfions of the 
Eskimaux., of whom more anon. He deals with the 
other Savage Nations, namely, the llia1ztagnois, and 
the Fapipauachois in Arms and Ammunition, by way 
of Exchange for the Skins of Sea-Wolves or Sea..: 
Calves, and fome other Furs. 

Over againfi: this Ifiand, to the Southward of it, 
we find the Hie call'd L~ Ifle Percee, which is a great 
Ro-ck with a Patfage bor'd through it, in which 

the 
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the Sloops can only pafs. In time of Peace rh~ 
Bifcayans of France, and the Normans, us'd to fifh 
for Cod at this Place: For her~ that Fifh are very 
plentiful, and at the fame time larger, and more 
proper for drying than thofe of New-Foundland. 
:But there are two great Inconveniences that attend 
the fifhing upon this Hland ; one is, that the Ships 
ride in great Danger, unlefs they have good Anchors 
and firong Cables ; another Inconvenience is, that 
this Place affords neither Gravel no Flint-fiones to 
ftretch out the Fifh upon before the Sun, and that 
the Fifhermen are fore' d to make ufe of a fort of 
Hurdles. 

There are other Fifhing-places befides this, which 
lie fome Leagues higher up upon the fame Side of 
the River. Such is Fh~t call'd Gafpe, where the 
Ships Cr~ws fometimes,tradc in Skins with the Gafpe• 
fiaus, to the Prejudice of the Proprietors of this 
River. The other Places for Cod-fith lie toward 
Monts notre dame, in the little Bays or Rivers that 
empty themfelves into the River cf St. Laurence. 

On the other fide of the River there lies the wide 
extended Country of Labraaor, or of the BJkimaux, 
who are fuch a wild barbarous People, that no means 
whatfoever, have hitherto been able to civilize 'em. 
One wou'd think that good old Homer had this Peo-> 
pie in his View, when he fpeaks of the Cyclops;
for the Character of the one, fuits the other admira
bly well, as it appears from thefe four Verfes, in the 
ninth Book of his Odyffc.a, which are fo pretty, that 
I cannot forbear inferting them in this Place. 

T o7gtv J' ~;' d;Pfct.t f3~J\t1~~fo' ~n B~~rJ'e·)· 

A;..h' ~~)'· u --J,nx~v of~~v vet: l)un "Ji,Hvet 
"Ev cr-.r~AII jtJ\ct~v~olrrl' Gsp.Jdu~l .N i l',g.)ot 

llaiJ'(tly '11J'' il\GX"V' ~J'' a)),{J ~ t9V d.J..t;P .Qf· 

Th 
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That is; this People do not perplex themfelves 

wit? volnmin.ous Laws, an~.i vexatious Suits; they 
de hght only In the tops of Mountains, and deep 
Cave$, and every 0ne confines his Care to the Ma
nagen1ent of his own Family, without troubling 
his Head about his Neighbour. The D11nes were 
the firfi: Difcoverers of this Country, which is full 
of Ports, Havens and Bays, that the ~uebec Barques 
refort to in the Summer, in order to truck with the 
Savages for the Skins of Sea Calves. The Com
merce I fpeak of, is carried on after this IVIanner. 
As foon as the .§2uebec Barq UC$ come to an Anchor, 

I thefc Devils come on bot~.rd of them in their little 
Canows made of the Skins of Sea-Calves, in the 
Form of a w~aver's Shuttle, with a Hole in the 
middle of it, reicmbling that of a Purfe, in which 
they ftow themfelves with Ropes, fitting fquat upon 
their Breech. Being fct in this fafhion, they row 
with little Slices, fometimes to the Right, and fome
times to the Left without bending their Body for 
fear of Ovcr-fetting. As foon as they are near the 
Barque, they hold up their Skins upon the End of 
the Oar, and at the fame time make a demand of fo 
many Knives, Powder, Ball, Fufees, Axes, Kettles, 
8c. J n fine, every one thews what he has, and men
tions what he expects in exchange: And fo when 
the Bargain is concluded, they deliver and receive 
their Goods upon the End of a Stick. As thefe pi
tiful fellows ufe the Precaution of not going on 
~oard of our Boats, fo we take Care not to iuffer 
too great a nurnber of Canows to furround us; for 
they have carry' d off oftncr than once, fome of 
our finall Vefiels, at a Time when our Seamen were 
bufied in hauling in the Skins, and delivering out 
the other Goods. Here, we are oblig'd to be very 
vigilant in the ~ight-time, for they know how to 
make great Stoops, that will hold thirty or forty 
Men, and run as faft as the \tVind: And 'tis for this 

p Reafon 
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Reafon that the Malottins, who fifh for Cod at Petit 
Nord, and the Spaniards who follow the fame Fifbery 
at PQrtochoua, are oblig'd to iit in long Barques to 
fcour the Coafr and purfue 'em; for ~lmoit every 
Year they furpriz.c fome of the Crew on ihotlr, and 
cut their 'I'hroats, and fornetimes they carry off 
the Ve1fel. We are afiur'd that their number of 
Warriours or Men that bear Arms, amoun-cs to 
thirty thoufand; but they are fuch cowardly F el
lows that five hundred Clijli11o's from Hudfon's Bay, 
ufed to defeat five or 1ix thoufand of them. 'They 
are poffefs'd of a very large Country, extending 
from over againft the Hlcs of Mi11gan to Hudfo1J's 
Streight. They crofs over to the Iiland of New-
foutJd-LaHd every day, at the Streight of Belle Iile, 
which is not above !even Leagues over; but they 
never come fo far as PJace11tia, for fear of meeting 
with other Savages there. . 

Hudfon's Bay adjoins to this 9Crra of Lambrador, 
and extends from the 52d Degree and thirty Mi
nutes to the 63 of Latitude. The Original of its 
Name was this. Captain Henry Hudfo;J.., an E11glijh 
M an by Birth, obtatn' d a Ship from the Dutch, in 
order to trace a Paffage to China through an imagi
nary Streight to theN Grth-ward of N orth-America. 
He had firft form'd a Defign of going by the way 
of Nova Zembla; but upon feein·g the l\ emoirs of 
a DatJijh Pilot, who was a friend of his, he drop' d 
that 'I'hought. This Pilet, namely, Frederick A11f
&hild, had fet out from Norway or J]JatJdia, fome 
Years before, with a Defign to find out a Paffage to 
Japan by Davis's Streight, which is the Chimerical 
Streight I fpoke of. The :firft Land he defcry' d was 
Savage Bay, feated on the North fide of the :.Iirra 
of Labrador; then f weeping along the Coaft, he en
ter'd a Streight, which about twenty or thirty Years 
afterwards, was chriften' d Hudjo1ls Streight. After 
that, Aeerin.g to the Wcftward, he ca1ne upon fome . 

Coafts 
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Coafts that run North and South; upon which he 
ft~od to the North, flattering himfdf with the hopes 
ot fir..Jing_ ~?.open Paifage to crDfs the Sea of Jeffo; 
but after ia:ling to the Latitude of the Polar Cir
dc, and running the rifque of pcrifhing upon the Ice, 
(I do not know how often,) without meeting with 
any Paffage or open Sea, he took up a Refolution of 
turning back; but the Seafon was then fo far ad vane' d, 
and the Ice fo cover' d up the Surface of the Water, 
that he was forc'd to put into HudfoH's Bay,and win
ter there in a Harbour, where fevcral Savages fur
nifued his Crew with Provifions and excellent Skins. 
As foon as the Sea was open, he rcturn'd to Den
mark. Now, Captain Hud[o1J being afterwards ac
quainted with this Dane, undertook upon his Jour
nals to attempt · a Pafiage to JapaJJ through the 
Streight of Darvis; but the Enterprize fail'd, as well 
as that of one Button, and fon1c others. However, 
Hudfon put into the .Bay that now goes by his name, 
where he receiv'd a great Quantity of Skins from 
the Savages; afccr that, he difcovcr' d Ne<Zv Holland, 
which is now call' d .tVew rork, and fome other 
Countries retaining toMw-E11gla11d: upon the whole, 
'tis 11ot fair to call this Streight and this Bay, by 
the name of Httdjon ; in regard that the abovemen
tion'd Da11e, Frederick Afchild, was thefirft difcoverer 
of them; he being the firfr. Europea11 that defcry'd 
the Countries ofNorth-.dmerica, and chalk'd out the 
way to the others. U pan this Hudfon' s Journals, the 
E11glijh made feveralAttempts to fettle a Commerce 
with the .AlrlericaiJs. The great QEantity of Beaver
Skins and other F ursthat be purcha$, d of the Savages 
while he winter'd in the Bay, put the Notion into 
the Heads of fome Engli.fo Merchants, who t~er~
upon form'd a Company for the carrying on of this 
New Commerce. With this View, they fitted out 
fame Ships under the Cotnrnand of Captain Nel[o11, 
who loft fome of 'em in the Ice aot far from the 
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Streight, having efcap'd narrowly himfel£ Howe
ver, he c:nter'd the Bay, and plac'd himfelf at the 
Mouth of a great River, which rifes towards the 
Lake of the .Ajimpottals, and falls int0 the Bay at a 
Place where he built a Redoubt, and mounted fome 
Cannon upon it. In the Space of three or four Years 
after, the Englijb made fome other little Forts near 
that River, which prov'd a coniiderable Baulk to 
the Commerce of the Fre11ch, who [Quod that the 
Savages who us'd to deal with 'em in Furs on the 
North fide of the upper Lake, were not then to 
be feen. 

It came to pafs in Procefs of Time, but how I 
cannot tell, that one Rati_ffo11, and one Grozileer, 
met, in that great Lake, iome Clijli11o's, who pro
mis' d to condutl: 'cm to the Bottom of the Bay, 
where the Englijb had not yet penetrated. In ef
feCt, the Clifli11o's were as good as their Word; for 
they ihew'd 'em the Place they fpoke cf~ beil.des 
feveral other B...ivers upon which there was a fair 
Profpect of n1aking fuch Settlements as would 
carry on a great Trade in Skins with feveral Savage 
Nations. rfhefe two Frenchme11 rcturn'd to the Up
per Lake, the fame way that they went, and fro1n 
thence made the bdl: of their way to .fi!_.uebec, where 
they ofter'd to the chief Merchants of the Place, 
to carry Ships to f.-Iudfo1J's Bay; but their ProjeCt 
was rejeCted. In fine, having me with this repulfc, 
they went to Fra11ce, in Hopes of a more favour
able Hearing at Court : But after the prefenting cf 
Memorial upon Memorial, and fpending a great 
deal of Nfoney, thev were treated as whimilcal 
Fellows. Upon that Occafion the King of E11gland's 
Ambaifador did not lofe the Opportunity of per
fwading them to go to London, where they tnet with 
fuch a favourable Reception, that they got feveral 
Ships, which they carry' d to the Bay, not without 
«ifficulty, and built feveral Forts in different places, 

that 
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that did great Service in promoting the Commerce. 
Then the Court of FratJ~e repented, though too 
late, tha~ they did not give ear to their Memorials; 
and findmg no other Remedy, refolv'd to diilodge 
the Engl~'h at any rate. In effeCt, they attack' cl 'em 
vigorouiiy by Sea and Land, and difpoficfs'd'em of 
all their Forts, excepting Fort Ne1Jo11, where they 
could not expeCt fuch an eafic Conqueft. Son1e 
Y cars after, the E11glijb refolv'd to ufe their utmoft 
Efforts to retake theie Pofts; aad their Refolution 
was crown' d with Succds, for they diilodg' d the 
Fre11ch in their turn, and at this Day the Fren~h are 
making Preparations to repay 'em in their own 
Coin. 

That Country is fo cold forfeven or eight Months 
of the Year, that the Sea freezes ten Foot deep, 
the Trees and the very Stones fplit; the Snow is ten 
or twelve Foot deep upon the Ground, for above 
fix Months of the Year, and during that Seafon, 
no hod y can ftir out of Doors, without running the 
rifque of having their Nofe, Ears and Feetmortifi
ed by the Cold. The Pafiage from Ettrope to that 
Country is fo difficult and dangerous, by Reafon of 
the Ice and the Currents, that 0ne muft be reduc' d to 
the laft degree of mifery, or be blind to a foolifh 
heighth, that undertakes fuch a wretched Voyage. 

"fis now time to pafs from Hudfo;ls Bay, to the 
SJtperior or Upper Lake. 'Tis eafier to n1ake this 
V Gyage upon Paper, than to go aCtually through 
it; for you muft fail ahnoft a hundred Leagues up 
the River of Machaka11dibi, which is fo rapid and 
tull of CataraCts, that a light Canqw work'd by 
fix W atcqnen, fhall not fail 'em under thirty or 
thirty five Days. At the Head of this River we meet 
with a little Lake of tlae fame Name, from whence 
·we are oblig' d to a Land ... carriagc of feven Leagues, 
to get at the River of Michipikoton, which we run 
down in ten or twelve Dayi; though at the fame 
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time we have feveral Land-carriages upon it: For 
going down this River we pafs feveral CataraCts, 
where we are oblig' d either to carry our Canows 
by Land, or to drag 'em back again. rfhus we 
arrive at the Upper Lake, which is reckon' d to be 
five hundred Leagues in Circumference, including 
the windings of the Creeks, and little Gulphs. 'I'his 
little frefh-water Sea is calm enough fr01n the be
.ginningofMay, to the End.of September. The South 
~ide is the fatdt for the Canows, by reafon of the 
many Bays, and little Rivers, where one may put 
in, in caie of a Storm. There is no fettled Savage 
Nation upon the Brinks of the Lake, that I know 
of. 'Tis true indeed, that in Sun1mer, fevcral Nor ... 
thern Nations come to hunt and fi.ib in thefe Parts, 
and bring with 'em the Beaver-Skins they have got 
in the Winter, in order to truck with the Coureurs 
de Bois, who do ne>t fail to meet 'em there every 
Year. The Places where the Interview happens, 
are Bagouafch, Lemipifaki, and Chagouamig·on. 'Tis 
fome Years fince Mr. Dttlbttt built a Fort of Pales or 
Stakes; upon this Lake, where he had large Maga
zines of all Sorts of Goods* T'hat Fort was call' d 

amanijligoya11, and did confiderable Dis-fervice to 
the Englijb Settlements in Hudflm's Bay; by reafon 
that it fav'd feveral Nations the Trouble of tranf
porting their Skins to that Bay. Upon that Lake 
we find Copper Mines, the ].v1etal of which is fo 
fine and plentiful, that there is not a feventh Part 
loft fr01n the Ore. It has forne pretty large Iflands, 
which are repleniih'd with Elks and wild Affes; 
but there's fcarce any that goes to hunt upon 'em, 
by reafon of the Danger of croffing over. In fine 
this Lake abounds with Sturgeons, Trouts, and 
white Fiih. The Clitnate is almoi unfufferably 
cold for 1ix Months of the Year, and the Snow 
join'd to the Froft, commonly freezes the Water 
of the Lake for ten or twelve LGagues over, 
· From 
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Frotn the Superiour or Upper Lake, I fteer to that 

?f Hf"t'01JS, _to which 1 allot four hundred Leagues 

tn L1r~umfcrence. Now to make this Lake, you 

muft_fa1l down by the Fall cali' d Sa1tt St. Mar;', which 

I ddcrib'd in my fifteenth Letter. This Lake is fitu· 

~ted in a fine Climate, as you'll perceive from the 

Map. The North ~ideof it is bcft for the Naviga

tion of Canows, by reafon of the frequency of Iflcs 

which aftord fheltcr in bad Weather. 'The South 

Side is pkafanter, and 1nore convenient for the 

Hunting ot Deer, which are there very plentiful. 1~he 

figure ot this Lake comes near to an equilateral Tri

angle. ()fall its Hlcs, thar called Manitottalin, is the 

mo1t confidcrablc, being above twenty Leagues 

long, and ten broad. In forn1er times, the Outa(JI[UIS 

of the Nations of ·ralo11 and Sable dwelt in it; but 

the Dread they were under, upon the account of the 

Iroquefe, oblig'd both them and their Neighbours to 

r~tl re to Mi!filimakiJJac. That Part of the Conti

nent that faces this li11nd, is inhabited by the 

No(;kes and the Mijjitagues, in two different Villa

ges, which are twenty Leagues diftant, the one 

trorn the other. Towards the Eaft end of this I-

11and, we fall in with the River des Francois, which 

1 took Notice of in my fixtecnth Letter. 'Tis as 

broad as the SeitJe is at Paris, and runs not above for

ty Leagues in length fr01n its Source in the Lake 

Nepicerini, to its Mouth. To the North-weft of 

this River there lies the Bay of %ranto, which is 

twenty, or five and twenty Leagues long, and fif. 
teen broad at its Mouth. This Bay receives a Ri

ver that fprings from a little Lake of the fame name, 

and forn1s feveral CataraCts that are equally im

practicable both upon the Afcent and Defcent. Up· 

on the Side of thts River you'll fee a Man's Head 

mark'd in my Map, which fignifies a large Village 

of the HurotJs, that was deftroy'd by the lroquefo. 

You may go from the Source of this River to the 
. P4 ~~ 
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Lakt: Fr~nte11ac, by making & Land-carriage to the 
River of ra11aouate, that falls into that Lake. Upon 
the South Side of the Bay of 'I'oroJJto, you fee the 
Fort call'd Fort Suppofe, which I mention' cl in my 
~3d Letter, and about thirty Leagues to th~ South
ward of that, you find the Country of ~heutJ01Jtate, 
which being formerly inhabited by the Huro11s, was 
entirely depopulated by the Iroquefe. 

From thence 1 pafs directly to my Fort, with
out amufing you with the dificrent Lancbkips I met 
with in the Space of thirty Leagues. That Fort I 
have fpokc fo often of already, that without ftop
ping there, I fhall run direCtly to the Bay of Saki
nac, reckoning it needlefs at the fame time, to take 
any Notice of the many Shelves and Rocks that lye 
hid under the Water for two Leggues off the Coaft. 
This Bay is fixtcen or fcventeen Leagues long, and 
fix broad at its ~1outh: In the middle of which we 
meet with two little Hlands, that are very fcrvicc
able to the Pafiengers; for if it were not for the 
Conveniency of putting in there, they would be ob
lig'd for the moft Part, rather to march quite round 
the Bay, than to run the Hazard of croiling direCtly 
over in a Canow. The River of Saki11ac falls into 
the bottom of the Bay. This RiverrunsfixtyLeagues 
in Length, with a gentli? Current, having only three 
little CataraCts that one 1nav !hoot Without Dan
ger. ''Tis as broad as the S~ine is at Serve Brid gc. 
Once in two Years the Outuouas and the Hurons, are 
wont to hunt great ~anti ties of Beavers upon the 
Confines o:f the River of Saki11ac. Between the Ri
ver 1 now fpeak of, and il1iffi!imaki;;ac, we tnect 
with no Place that is \vorth ou·r Regard. As for M~f
nlimaki1Jac i tfclf, I have already 1mparted to you 
all that I can fay of that Poft, which is of fo great 
Importance to our Comn1erce, and at the fame 'l'ime 
fent you a Draught of it. I fhall therefore purfue 
my Ccurfe to the Lake Errie, remembring that I 

ctcfcrib'd 
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defcrib'd the lli11efe Lake in my fixteenth Letter. 

The Lake Erri~ is juftly dignified with the illu
itrious Name of Conti; for aiiuredl y 'ris the fin eft 

Lake upon Earth. You may judge of the Goodncfs 
of the Climate, from the Latitudes of the Countries 

that furround it. Its Circumference extends to two 

hundred and thirty Leagues; but it affords every 
where fuch a charming Profpect, that its Banks are 

deck' d with Oak-Trees, Elms, lhefnut-Trees, Wal
nut-Trees, Apple-Trees, Plum-'Trees, and Vines 

which bear their fine Clufiers up to the very Top of 

the Trees, upon a fort of Ground that lies as finooth 
as one's Hand. Such Ornaments as thefe, are fuf .. 

ficient to give rife to the moft agreeable Idea of a 
Landskip in the World. I cannot exprcfs what vaft 

Q9antities of Deer and Turkeys are to be found in 
thefe Woods, and in the vaft Meads that lie upon 

the South Side of the Lake. 1\ t the Bottom of 

the Lake, we find wild Beeves upon the Banks of 
two pleafant Rivers that difemboguc into it, with

out CataraCts or rapid Currents It abounds with 

Sturgeon and white Fifh; but Trouts are very fcarce 
in it, as well as the other Fifh that we take in the 
Lakes of Ht-trons and 1/inefe. 'Tis clear of Shelves, 

Rocks, and Banks of Sand ; and has fourteen or 
fifteen Fa thorn Water. The Savages affure us, that 
'tis never difturb' d with high Winds, but in the 

l\~ onths of December, Janctaty, and Febrttary, and e

ven then but feldom, which indeed I am very apt 
to believe for we had but very .fi:vy Storms, when 
I winter'd in my Fot:_t in 1688, though the Fort lay 
open to the Lake of Httr01JS. The Banks of this 
Lake are commonly frequented by none but W arri .. 

ours, whether the Iroquefe, the llinefe, the Ottmamis, 
Ejc. and 'tis very dangerous to ftop there. By this 
means it comes to pafs, that the Stags, Roe-Bucks 
and Turkeys run in great Bodies up and down the 

ihoar, all round the Lake. In former times the Er-
rieronotJS 
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riero1JOns, and the AndajloguerotJ01JS, liv' d upon the 
CoBfines of the Lake, but they were extirpated by 
the Iroquefe, as well a~ the other Nations n1ark'd 
in the Map. 

Upon the North Side of the Lake we defcry a. 
Point of L-and, that fhoots fifteen Leagues into the 
Main; and about thirty Leagues beyond that to 
the Eaftward, we meet with a fmall River that takes 
its rife near the Bay of GatJaraske, in the Lake of 
FrotJtenac; and would afford a fuort paffage from the 
one Lake to the other, if 'twere not incumber'd 
with . CataraCts. From thence to the Streight or 
Mouth of the Lake, you have thirty Leagues ; the 
Streight being a League over, and fou-rteen Leagues 
long. Upon this Streight you fee Fort Sttppofe mark' d 
in the Map, which is one of the Ferts that I men
tion'd in my 23d Letter. From that Imaginary 
Fort to the River of Conde, we have twenty Leagues. 

The River of Conde runs fixty Leagues in Length 
without Cataracts, if we may credit the Savages, 
who affur'd n1e, that one may go from its Source 
to another River that falls into the Sea, without any 
other Land-carriage than one of a League in length, 
between the River and the oth~r. I faw only the 
Mouth of the firft River, where our Outaouas tried 
their Limbs, as I told you in my fifteenth Letter. 
The Iflands that you fee rnark'd in the Map at the 
Bottom of the Lake Errie, are replenifu'd with Roe
Bucks and with Fruit Trees which Nature has ge
neroufiy provided, in order to entertain the Tur
keys, Pheafants and Deer with their Fruit. In. fine, 
if there were a clear and free Paffage for V ef
fds from ~uebec to this Lake, it might be made the 
fineft, the richeft, and the moft fertile Kingdom in 
the World; for over and above all the Beauties I 
have mention' d, there are excellent Silver Mines a
bout twenty Leagues up the Country, upon a 
certain Hill, from whence the Savages brou.ght 
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us great lumps, that have yielded that precious Me

tal with little V\ afte. 
From the Lake Errie, I freer my Courfe to that 

?f Fronte11ac, which I cou~d not forbear tu fpeak of 

In my feventh and feventecnth Letters. This Lake 

(as I intimated above) is :2.80 Leagues in Circumfe

rence, its figure is Oval, and its depth runs between 

twenty and twenty five Fath01n. On the South Side 

it receives feverallittle Rivers, particularly thofe of 

the 'lfoJ;ontouatJs, of the 0tJ1JOJJtagues, and of the Fa

mine; on the North Side 'tis join'd by the Rivers of 

Ganaraske, and ofTeonontate. Its fides are deck' d with 

tall T'rees, and the Ground is indtfferent even and 

level, for it has nol'l:eep Coafts. On the North Side 

we meet with feveral little Gulfs. You may go 

from this Lake to that of Hurons, by going up the 

H.i ver 'Fa1Jaouate, from whence you have a Land-car

riage of fix or eight Leagues to the River ef q0ron

to, which falls into it. You may likewife have a 

Paifage from the Lake of Frovte11ac, to that of Errie, 

through the Bay of Ganaraske, by making a Land

carriage from thence to a little River that's full of 

CataraCts. 'I'he Villages of the 01JtJ01Jtagues, 'I}01JOtJ

touans,Go)'ogouans, and On11oyoutes, are not far diftant 

fron1 the Lake of Fro11tenac. 'I'hefe Iroqttefe Nations 

are very advantageoufly fcated. They haye a plea

funt and fertile Country; but they want Roe-Bucks 

and Turkeys, as well as Fifh, of which their Ri .. 

vers are altogether deftitute; inforr1uch that they are 

fore' d to fiih in the Lake, and to broil or dry their 

Fiih with a Fire, in order to keep 'em and tranf

port 'em to their Villages. They are in like Man

ner forc'd to range out of their own Terri~ories, in 

queft of Beaver in the Winter-time, either towards 

Ga11araske, or to the Sides of the Lake of q0rotJ

to, or elfe towards the great River of the Outaouas; 

where 'twould be an eafie Matter to cut all their 

Throats, by purfuing the Courfe I laid down in my 
Letters 



~2o Some New Voyages 
Letters. I have already touch'd upon the Forts of 
Fro;;tenac and Niagar!J; as well as upon the River 
of St. Laure11ce, which here takes leave of the Lakes, 
and purfues a compaeter Courfe to Monreal and 
.!J!Ju·bec, where its Waters mingling with thofe of 
the Sea, become fo brackifh, that they are not 
drinkable. 

It remains only to give you a Defcription of 
Acadia, and the Hland ofNewJottnd-La11d, which are 
two Countries that differ widely from one another. 
The Coafl: of Acadia extends from J(enebeki, one of 
the Frontiers of New-Engla11d, to I' !Jle Percee, near 
the Mouth of the River of St. Laarellce. This Se:a
Coa:tl: runs almoft three hundred Leagues in Length, 
anJ. has upon it two great navigable Bays, namely, 
the Bay call' d Fraucoifo, and the Bay des Chaleurs. 
]t has a great many little Rivers, the Mouths of 
which are deep, and clean enough for the greateft 
Ships. Thefe Rivers would afford a plentiful Salmon
fifuery, if there were any Body to undertake it; and 
n1oft of 'etn as well as the Gulphs that lie before 'em, 
furniih fuch Cods as we take at the ljle Percee. For in 
the Sununer time, that Sort of Fifh make into the 
Coail in Shoals, efpecially about the Iilands of Cape 
B•iftoTJ, and of St. Jobn. 'Tis true, the latter has 
no Harbours, and the former has none that receive 
any V dfcl above the Burden of a Barque; but if 
thcfe two Iilands were peopled, the Inhabitants 
might fit out Sloops to m aB age the Fiihery; and to
"vards the latter End of Augttft, when the Fiih are 
cut'd and ready, the Ships might come to an An
chor near the Land, and fo take 'en1 in. Two 
Gentlemen of the name of Amour of ~tebec, have 
a Settlement for Beaver-hunting upon the River of 
St. John; which is a very pleafant River, and a
dorn' d with Fields that are very fertile in Grain. 
'ris navigable for twelve Leagues up, from its 
l\'Iouth. .Between the point of Acadia, and the 

I !land 
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Ii1and of Cape Breto11, there is a Channel or Streight 

about two Leagues in breadth, which is deep enough 

to carry the greateft Ships in Fra11ce. Tis call' d the 

Pafs des Canceaux, and would be much more fre

quented than it is, if the Merchant-men bound to 

Ca1Jada, would fet out from FratJCC about the I sth 
of March; for then they might pafs that \Va.y, 
being affur' d of a clear Pa:ifage at aU Scafons of the 

Year, whereas the Channel of Cape de Ra;'e, is of

tentimes cover' d with Ice in April: And by this 

Contrivance, the Ships would arrive at i!!_,uebec in 

the Beginning of Ma;. 
Moft of the Countries of .Acadia abound with 

Corn, Peafe, Fruit and Pulft; and have a plain 

Diftin&ion of the four Scafons of the Year, notwith-

1tanding that 'tis extreatn cold for three Months iu 

Winter. Several Places of .Acadia, afiord Mafts as 

ftrong as thofe we have from Nor·wa;'; and if there 

were Occa1ion, all forts of Ships might be built there: 

For if you'll believe the Carpenters, the Oak of 
that Country is better than ours in Europe. In a 

Word, 'tis a very fine Country ; the Climate is in

different temperate, the .i1 ir is pure and wholefomc, 

the Waters clear and light, and there's good Accotn

modation for Hunting, Shooting and Fifhing. The 

Animals that we tneet with there 1noft commonly, 

are Beavers, Otters, and Sea-Calves, all of ,em be

ing very numerous. ~~hoie who love Meat are in

debted to the Doctors, who perfuaded the Popes to 

lvfetamorphofe thefc terreftial Animats into Fiih; 

for they are allow' d to eat of 'em without Scruple 

in the Time of LetJt. To be plain, the Knowledge 

I have of that Country, makes me forefee that the 

Englifb will be 1-1aftcrs of it fome Time or other. I 

could give very plauiible Reafons for the Prophecy. 

They have already begun to ruin the C01nmerce 

that the French had with the Savages, and in a 1hort 

Time, they'll compafs its intirc DeftruCtion. The 
Fretu·h 
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French they will prize their Goods too high, though 
they are not fo good as thofe of the Englijb; and yet 
theErJglijh fell their Commodities cheaper. 'Twer~ 
a Pity that we 1hould tamely leave to the E11glijh a 
Country, the Conqucfl of which they have attempt~ 
ed fo often in Confideration of our 1- ur-trade and 
Cod-fifuing. 'Tis in1potfible to hinder 'em to pof~ 
fefs thernidves of the Settlements upon the Coaft of 
.Acadia, by reafen that they lye at fuch a Diftance 
from one another; fo that they'll certain! y fucceed in 
fuch Enterprizes, as indeed they have done already. 
The French Governors, they aCt: with the fame View, 
as many of thofe who are i1nploy'd in Pofts beyond 
Sea.. They look upon their Place as a Gold Mine 
given , en1, in order to enrich themfdves; fo that 
the publick Goocl, muft always march behind pri-
1'ate Intereft. Mr. de Meneval fuffer' d the EtJglijb 
to poifefs themfelves of Port Royal, becaufe that Place 
1-vas cover'd with nothing but fingle Paliifado's 
But why was it not better fortify' d ? I can tell you 
the Reafon; he thought he had Time enough to fill 
his Pockets, before the Englijh_ would attack it. 'This 
Governor fucceeded to 1vlr. Perrot, who was broke 
with Difgrace, for having made it his chief Bufinefs 
to enrich himfelf; and after returning to France, 
went ba~k again with feveral Ships laden with Goods, 
in order to fet up for a private Merchant in that 
Country. While Mr. Perr~t was Governor, he fuf
fer' d the Englijh to poffefs themfelves of feveral ad
vantageous Pofts, without oftering to ftir. His chief 
Bufinefs was to go in Barques from River to River, 
in order to traffick with the Savages: And after he 
was difgrac'd, he was not contented with a Com
merce upon the Co:tfts of Acadia, but would needs 
extend it to the Englijb Plantations; but it coft him 
dear, for fome Pirates fell in with him, and after 
fei:zing his Barques, duck'd himfdf, upon which 
he died immediately. 

The 
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The three principal Savage Nations that live upon 

the Coafts of Acadia., are the Abenakis, the Mikemak, 

and the Canibas. There arefomeother erratick Na

tions, who go and come from Acadia, toNcw-E1Jgla1Jd 

and go by the names of Mahh1gans, Soccokis, and Ope-

1Jango. 'I' he firft three (having fix' d Habitations) are 

intircly in the Interefts of the French; and Imuftfay, 

that in time of War they gall the Englifo Colonies 

with their Jncurfions fo much, that we ought to take 

Care to perpetuate a good U nderftanding between 

them and us. The Baron of Saint Ca.f!eins, a Gen

tleman ofOleron in Bearn, having liv'd among the 

Abenakis after the Savage Way, for above twenty 

Years, is fo much refpeCl: ed by the Savages, that they 

look upon him as their Tutelar God. He was for

merly an Officer of the CarigntJ.n Regiment in Ca

nada; and upon the breaking of that Regiment, 

threw himfelf among the Savages, whofe Language 

he had learn'd. He married among 'emaftertheir 

F afhion, and prefer' d the F orrefts of Acadia to the 

Pyren~afJ Mountains, that encompafs the Place ofhis 

Nativity: For the firft Years of his abode with the 

Savages he behav'd himfelf fo, as to draw an inex

preffible efteem fr01n 'em. They made him their 

Great Chief or Leader, who is in a Manner the So

vereign of theN ation; and by degrees he has work' d 

himfelf into fuch a Fortune, which any Man but 

he- would have made fuch Ufe of, as to draw out of 

that Country above two or three hundred thoufand 

Crowns which he has now in his Pocket in good 

dry Gold. But all the Ufe he makes of it, is, to 

buy up Goods for Prefents to his Fellow-Sa

vages, who upon their Return from hunting, pre

fent him with Beaver Skins to a treble Value. The 

Governors General of Canada keep in with him, 

and the Governors of New-EnglatJd are afraid of 

him. He has feveral Daughters, wllo are, all of 
'en1 , 
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'em, married very handfomly to FretJchmel1, and had 
good Dowries. He has never chang'd his \Vife; 
by which Means he mean' d to give the Savages to 
underftand, that God cloth not love inconftant Folks. 
'Tis fa id, that he endeavour' d to convert thefe poor 
People, but his endeavours prov' d fuccefslefs; fo that 
'tis in vain for the Jefuits to preach up the Truths 
of Chriftianity to 'e1n; though after all, thefe good 
Fathers are not difcourag'd; nay, they think that 
the adminiftring of Baptifm to a dying Child, is 
worth ten times the Pains and U neafinefs of living 
among that People. 

P~rt-Royal, the Capital or the only City of Aca
dia, is in effeCt no more than a little paultry Town, 
that is fomewnat enlarg' d fince the War broke out in 
1689, by the Acceffion of the Inhabitants that liv'd 
nearBq.fion,theMetropolitan of New-England. A great 
many of thefe People retir' d to Port-Royal, upon 
the appreheafion that the Englijh would pillage 'em, 
and carry 'em into their Country. Mr. de MetJe
cvaJfurrendred this Place to the Englijh_, as I faid be· 
tore; he could not maintain fuch a Poft with the 
handful of Men that he had, becaafe the Paliffadoes 
were low, and out of order. He n1ade a Capitu
lation with the Commander ef the Party that made 
the Attack; but the Englifh. Officer broke his word 
to him, and us'd him both ignominioui1y, and 
harfhly. Port-Royal is feated in the Latitude of 44 
Degrees, and 40 Minutes, upon the edge of a 
very fine Bafin, which is a League broad, and 
two Leagues long, having at the entry about fix
teen or eighteen fathom Water on one fide, ~nd fix 
or feven on the other; for you muft know that the 
lfland call' d l' Ijle au,"'C Cbeevres which ftands in the 
Middle, divides the Channel into two. There's 
excellent Anchorage all over the Bafin ; and at the 
Bottom of it, there's a Cape or Point of Land that 
parts two Rivers, at which the Tide rifes ten or 

twelve 
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twelve·· oct. Thcfc Rivers are bounded by plea..& 
fant 1v1eads, which in Spring and Autumn are co
ver'd with all Sorts of frdh \Vater-fowl. In fine, 
Port-Royal is only a handful of Houfes two Story 
high, and has hut few Inhabitants of any Note:. It 
fubfifts upon the Traffick of the Skins, which the 
Savages bring thither to truck for EurBpean Goods. 
In former Times, the Farmer's Company had Ma
giz.ines in this Place, which were under the Care of 
the Governors. I could eafily mention fome of 'en1, 
if I were not apprchenfive that thefe !Yiemoirs In ay 
be fcen by others befides yourfelf. 

1 he Hland of Ne-wfound-Land, is three hundred 
Leagues in Circumference. It lies at the Diftance 
of fix hundred and fifty League~ from Fra11ce, and 
forty or fifty Leagues from the Bank of the fame 
N an1e. The South Side of the Iiland belong~ to the 
Fre11ch, who have fevcral Settlements there for the 
fifhing of Cod. The Eaft Side is inhabited by the 
EtJglifb, who are poifefs' d of fcveral confiderable 
Pofts, fituated in certain Ports, Bays, and Havens, 
which they have taken care to fortify. The Weft 
of the Hland is wafte, aNd it was never yet poffefs'd. 
The H1and is of a 'I'riangular Figure,· and is full of 
Mountains and In1praCl: icable F orefts. It has fome 
great 11cltdows, or rather Heaths, which are cover
ed with a fort of lv1ofs infread of Grafs. The Soil 
of this Country is good for nothing, as bdng a 
mixture of (~ravel, Sano and Ston~s; fo that the 
Fifhery was the only J\1otive that induc'd the French 
an_:l the E11glijh to f~ttle there. It ~ffords great Store 
of Gam~, for Water-fowl, Patndges and Hares; 
but as for the Stags, 'tis almoft impoifible to come 
at 'em, by rcafon that the Mountains are fo high, 
and the vVoods fo thick. In this Iiland, as well as 
in that of C,lpc Breto11., we find Porphyry of fe
veral Colours; and Care has been taken to fend to 
Frat~e fome Piece· of it for a Pattern, which were 

Q_ found 
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found to be very pretty, only they were hard to cut. 
I have feen fome of 'em that were red ftreak'd with 
green, and fee m' d to be extream fine ; but the m if .. 

; chief is, it fplits fo when 'tis taken out of the 
~arries, that it cannot be made ufe of, but by 
way of inwruftation. 

This Iiland of Cape Breton affords likewife black 
Marble, or a fort of Bre(che with grey Veins which 
is hard, and not eaEly poliili' d. This Stone is apt 
to fplit, for 'tis not equally hard, and it has knots 
in it. There are no fettled Savages in the Ifiand 
of Newfott'lld-La1Jd 'Tis true, the Eskimaux do 
fometimes crofs over to it at the Streight of Belle ljle 
in great Sloops, with intent to furprife the Crew of 
the Fifhermen upon the Coaft call'd Petit Nord. Our 
Settlements are at Placentia, at the Ifiand ofSt Peter, 
and in the Bay of 'Trepaffez Frem Cape Raft to Cha
peau Rouge, the Coafi is very clean, but from Chapeau, 
Rouge to Cape Raye, the Racks render it dangerous. 
'I'here are two confiderable Inconveniences, that at
tend the landing upon this Ifiand. In the fir.ft place, 
the Fogs are here fo thick in the Summer, for twenty 
Leagues off into the Main that the ableft and moit 
expert Sailor dare not .ftand into the Land. while 
they la.ft: So that all Ships are oblig'd to lye by 
for a dear day, in order to make the Land. The 
feeond Inconveniency, which is yet greater, pro
ceeds from the Currents which run to and again, 
without any perceivable Variation, by which means 
the Ships are fometimes drove in upon the Coaft, 
when they reckon upon ten Leagues offing. But, 
which is wor.ft of all, the infenfible !v1otion of the 
rowlingWaves,throws 'cm infenfibly upon the k ocks, 
which they cannot poffibly avoid, for want of ground 
to anchor upon. 'Twas by this M eans that the 
King's Ship the P~-etty was loft in 16_92, as well as 
a great tnany others upon feveral occaJions. 

Of 
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Of all our Settlements in North-America Place?J

ti~ is the Poft. of t~e greateft Importance 'and Ser
Vlce to the K1ng, 1n regard that 'tis a Flace of re
fuge to the Ships that arc oblig' d to put into a Har. 
bour, when t~1ey go or c<_?me from Canada, aud even 
to thofe wh1ch come trom South-America when 
they want to take in frefu Water or Provifi
ons, and have fprung their 11afts, or been dam
mag* d in a Storm. This place is fituated in the La
titude of 47 Degrees, and fome JY1inutes, almoft at 
the Bottom of the Bay that goes by the fame Name. 
The Bay is ten or twelve Leagues broad, and twenty 
odd Leagues long. The Fort ftands upon the fide 
of a Neck or narrow Streight, which is fixty Paces 
over, and fix Fathoms·watcr deep. The Ships that 
enter into the Port, -are oblig'd to graze, (fo to 
fpeak) upon the .Angle of the Baftions. The Port 
or Harbour is a League long, and a quarter of a 
League over: Before the Port there's a large, fine 
road, which is a League and a half wide: but lies 
fo bleak to the North-We~, and Weft-North-Weft 
Winds, the fl:rongeil: and m oft boifterous \Vinds that 
are that neither Cables nor Anchors, nor large ftout 
Ships can withftand their furious fhocks; t?o' indeed 
thcfc violent Storms ieldom happen but 1n the lat
ter End of Autumn. The fame Year that the Pretty 
was loft, the King loit ano~her of 69 Guns call'd 
the Good, in this R oac.l ; and tf the four or five other 
Ships that belong to the fame Squadron, had not 
took the precaution of fteering into the Po~t, they 
had certainly underwent the fatne Fate. Thts Road 
them which i~ only expos' d to theN orth-Weft, and 
Weft-North-vVdt Winds, has fome hidden Rocks 
on the North fide, befides thofe at PoitJte Yerte, 
where fevcral of the Inhabitants are went to fiih. 
All thefe things you may fee plainly upon the Plan 
that I fcnt you along with n1y ?.3d Letter. 

· Qz om .. 
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A Lift of the Savage NatiotJS ef Canada 

qbofe i11 Acadia. 

The Abe11aki s. 1 
The Micmac. I Thefeareall of'em good War-
The CatJibas. riours; they are more active and. 
The Mahinga11s. ;:.. lefs cruel than the Iroquefe. Their 
The OpetJangos. I Language differs a little from that 
'The Soccokis. of the Algo1;kitJs. 
The EtechemitJS. J 

~he Nations that lye flPMJ the River if St. Laurence, 
~ from the Sea to Monreal. 

TThhe f.~Pi1Jtacbois ~ Thefe fipeak the .Algc11ki1J Lan-e JY.IOUn a11eers. 
The Gafpejiat;s guage. 
The Hurons of Loreto, the lroqttefe Tongue. 
The .Abcnakis of Scifleri.ITh AT k' L 
Tl LJJ k · e .ntgo11 t1J anguage. 1e .ntgo11 t/JS. 

The .Ag11ieJ of the Fall call' d Saut St. Louis; they 
fpeak the IrGquefo Language, and arc good 
Warriours 

The Iroqttefe of the ]\;fountain of Mo11real; they fpeak 
the Iroqaej~ Language, and are a brave People. 

qJ.· ofe ttpou the Lake of Hurons ~ 

I'he Htwons, the It·oquefe Language. 
'rhe Outaout-~s . f 
The Nockes. . 
'Th "A..t;n;r: The AJgo11kt11 Language. e LY.J!J;t_;agues. 
'rhe .Attikamek. 
T he Ottt(hipottes, alias St~ut~tJrs, good w ·arriours. 

vpot; 



upon the llinefe Lake, a11cl the adja~ent CoutJtry. 

Some lli11eje at Chegakote. 
The Oumamis, good Warriours."" 
The Maskoutens. I Th {i k th 
The Kikapous, good Warriours. Al %Y faea e 
TheOutagamis, good\-Varriours. ~ gd•n tnfian~uhaYe 
The Malomimis. ' an . are a png t Y 
The Pot;teouatamis. I achve fort of Peo-
TheOjatinons, good Warriours. ple. 
'I'he Sakis } 

In the Neighbourhood of the Lake of Frontenac. 

The :t[onontouans. ~ Th r fi k d.~ t Lan 
Th G 

· · e1e pea a 1ueren • 

Th
e Ooyogtua. ns. guage from the Algot1ki11. 
e . nno agues. 

The OnnOJ'Otttes and Agnies, at a fn1all Diftance. 

Near the Rirver of the Outaous. 

The '.tabitibi. 
The Monzoni. ) 
The Machakandibi ( . They fpeak the Algotz•. 
The NopemetJ d' Achiri1Ji. s~ttJ Language, and all of 
The Nepifirini. em are very cowardly. 

The 'lCmiskamink. 
'I'o the North of Miffifipi, and upon the Confines of the 

Upper Lake, and Hudfon' s Bay~ 

The NadoueJ!is. " 
The A.ffimpouals. \ 
The Sonk.askitons 
The Ouadbatons. t 
The AtitJtons. > Thefe fpeak Algo11kin, 
The CJijlinos brave l 
vVarriours and ac-
~ive brisk Men. \ .., 
The Ekimau:o; .) 

\• 
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.11 Lift of the .A11intals of the South Countries o 
Canada. 

Wild Beeves. 
Little Stags ~r Harts. 
Roebucks of three different Species. 
Wolves, fuch as we have in EttropeQ 
Lynx's, fuch as we have in Europe. 
Michibichi, ~ fort of baii:ard Tyger. 
Ferrets 1 r h h . E 
W. fc t' 1u·c as we ave 111 ttrope. ee e s, · 
Afh-colour' d Squirrels. 
Hares ( .r: b h . 
Rabbdts, S 1uc J. as we ave 1n Europe. 
:Badgers, fuch as we have in Ettrope~ 
White Beavers, very fcarce. 
Reddiili. Bears. 
Musk Rats. 
Reddifh Foxes, as in Europe. 
Crocodiles in the M1Jijipi. 
Offa, an .t\.nimallike a Hare, upon the Mtj[tjipi. 

'A Li.ft of the AtJimals of the North Countries of Canada 

Orignals or Elkse 
CariboPs or wild Aifes. 
Black Foxes. 
Silver-colour' d Foxes . 
... 1;.. fort of wild Cats, call' d Etlj:J1JS du Diable, or th 

Devils Children. 
Carcaious, an A n:mal not unlike a l3adger~ 
Porcupines. 
Fontere~ux, ap .A n1phjbious fort of little fole~ 

Catso 
Martinso 
~ole-Cats, fftch as Wy ha ,·e in Europe~ 
/)Jack ~ears. 



White Bears. 
Siffieurs, an Animal that makes a whizzing Noife. 
Flying Squirrels. 
White Hares. 
Beavers. 
Otters. 
Musk-Ratse 

• . 

Suijfe Squirrels, or a fort of Squirrels, whofe Hai 
refembles a Suij[e's Doublet. 

Great Harts. 
Sea-Wolves or Calves. 

A DefcriptiotJ of fuch At;imals or Beajls, as are 110t 

mentio1l d itJ the Letters. 

HE Michibichi is a fort ofTyger, The Ani111alr 
only 'tis lefs than the common·ry- •f the .s•uth 

k , r Ctumrus. 
ger, and not fo much fpec l d. As 1oon 
as it defcries a 11 an, it runs away, and climbs up 
the firft Tree it meets with. It attacks all brute 
Anitnals whatfoever, and conquers 'em with Eafe; 
aad, which is very fin gular and peculiar to it above 
all other Animals. it runs in to the Affiftance of the 
Savages, when they purfue Bears and wild Beaves; 
upon fuch Occafions it makes as if it 'twere afraid 
of n<" body, and fallies out with Fury upon the 
hunted Animal. The Savages call thefe Animals 
fort of Manitotts, that ·is, Spirits that love Men; 
and 'tis upon that S~ore they efteem and refpe& 
1 em to fuch a Degree, that they would choofe ra
~her to die, than to kill one of 'em. 

The white Bearvers are much valued, upon the ac
count of their being uncommon, though at the 
fame Time, their Haif is neither fo large nor fo fine 
as that of the com1non Beavers. As there are but 
few of thefe white Beavers, fo thofe which arc quite 
black are yery fcarce9 

The 
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The Redijb Bears are mifchievous Creatures, for 

they fall fiercely upon the Huntfmen, whereas the 
black ones fly from 'em. The former Sort are 
lefs, and more nimble than the latter. 

'rhe Croco les of Mijfijipi, are exactly the fame 
'vi th thofe of the Nile, and other Places. I have 
feen that Crocodrle that is at Engolifina in Aquitai11e 
and find that is has the fame figure with thefe, on
ly 'tis fomewhat lefs. The moft ufual Method that 
the Savages have for taking 'em alive, is to throw 
great Wreaths or Cords made of the Barks of Trees 
with a running knot upon their Neck, the Middle 
of their Body, their Paws, Ejc. After they are thus 
fiez' d, they fhut 'em up between ten or twelve 
Stakes, and there tie 'em after their Belly is turn'd 
upwards While they lye in this pofture, they flea 
'em without touching their Head or their Tail, and 
give em a Coat of Fir-bark, to which they fet fire, 
having cut the Ropes that kept 'em faft. Upon 
fuch Occafioas, thefe Animals make a fearful houl
ing and crying. To concltlde, the Savages are fre
quently fwallow'd up by thefe Creatures, whether 
in fwimming over a River, or in fleeping upon its 
Banks. Arioft.e in the 68 Diapafon of his 15th Song, 
gives this Defcription of a Crocodile. 

Vive fitb lito e dentro a la Riviera, 
Ei Corpi Uma11i fon le fue vivande, 
De le PerfotJC mifere e incaute, 
Di cvia11da11ti e d'itJftltce nat1t~. 

That is, it lives both in the River, and upon its 
Banks; it fquafhes People with its murdering Tooth; 
it feeds upon the Bodies of poor Travellers, of 
unfortunate Paifengers, and Sailors. 

The 0/Ja, are litde Animals like Hares, and re
femblc 'em in every thing, excepting the Ears and 
Hind~fect. They run, and cannot climb. Their 

Fcma cs 
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Females have a Bag under their Belly, where their 
young ones enter upon a purfuit, in order to fave 
themidves along with the Mother, who immedi
ately betakes herfelf to flight. 

The Silver-colour' d Foxe.s are of the Tl11 Ar~;m•ls 
fame Shape with thofe of Ettrope as ,,. Beajls •! the 

ll h 1 k ,....,..._ t' k Ninth co.m~ we as t e b ac ones. .L he b ac tri(J 

om.es are yery fcarce, and whofoever · 
catches one, is fure to fell it for its weight in Golde 
This Species is met with only in the cold eft Coun
tries. 

The White Bears are a n1onftrous Animal, and ex
traordinary loflg; their Head has a formidable Af
pect, and their Hair is very large and thick ; they 
are fo fierce, that they'll come and attack a Sloop 
in the Sea, with feven or eight lv1en in it. 'Tis 
faid, that they'll fwi1n:fijt or feven Leagues without 
being tir'd. They live upon Fifh and Shell upon 
the Sea-ihore, from whence they feldom ftraggle 
far. I never faw but one of 'em in my Life-time, 
which had certainly tore me to Pieces, if I had 
not 'fpy' d it at a diftance, and fo had time to run 
back for fhelter to Fort Lettis at P lac entia. 

The Flying Squirrels are as big ~sa large Rat, and 
of a greyifh white coleur. They are as drowfy as 
thofe of the other Species are watchful.. They arc 
called FIJ,ing Squirrels, in regard that they fly from 
one Tree to another, by the means of a certain Skin 
which ftretches itfelf out in the Form of a Wing, 
when they make thefe little Flights. 

The White Hares are only fuch in Winter, for as 
foon as the Spring comes on, they begin to turn 
grayifh, and by Degrees recover the fame Colour a 
our Hares have in Frat~ce, which they hold till the 
End of Autumn. 

The Sttijfe Squirrels are little Animals, refembling 
little Rats. The Epithet of Stti.ffi is beftow' d uron 
'cm, in regard that the Hair which covers their Bo

dy 
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dy, is ftreak.'d with Black and white, and refem
bles a Suiffe's Doublet; and that thefe ftreaks make 
a Ring on each Thigh, which bears a great deal of 
Refemblance to a Suijfe's Cap. 

The large Stags ar~ neither larger nor thicker, 
than thofe we have in Et-trope; but they are call'd 
large in Proportion to two other Species of Harts 
that frequent the Southern Countries. The leifer 
Sort affords the moft delidous Jvleat. 

The Sea-Wolves, which fome call Sea-Calves, are 
as big as Maftiffs. They are almoft always in the 
'Vater, or at leaft they never go far from the Sea
Side. Thefe Animals do not walk fo tnuch as they 
crawl, for when they raife themfelves out of the 
"\Vater, they only cree(l upon the Sand or Clay. 
Their Head has the Form of an Otter's Head, 
~nd their Feet, which have no Legs, refemble thofe 
of a Goofe. The Female kind bring forth their 
young ones upon the Rocks, or upon fome little 
Jflands, juft by the Sea. The Sea-Wolves live upon 
Fiili and refort to cold Countries There's a pro
digious Nun1ber of 'em about the Mouth of the 
River of St. LauretJce. 

As for the remaining Animals of Canada, I gave 
you an Account of 'em in my Letters, I will not 
offer to ihew you what Methods the Savages take 
to catch or kill all thefe Animals, for fuch an un
dertaking would be cndlefs. This I can aifure you 
of in the general, that they rarely go a Ilunting 
to no Purpofe, and that they n1ake no Ufe of their 
!Jogs, but in the Hunting of Elks, and fometimes 
in Hunting of Beavers, as you fhall fee under the 
Head of the Diverfions of Bunting and Shooting 
~unoug the Savageso 



A Lift of the Fowl or Birds that frequent the South 
Cou11tries of Canada. 

Vultures. 

if~Fi~~.i~v:::::: :eb::: :n ::::e. 
Plungeons. . 
Coots. 
Rayles. 
Turkeys. 
Red Patridges. 
Phea£1.nts. 
Large Eagles. 
Cranes. ~ 
Blackbirds. fuch as we have in EtJrope. 
Thrufhes. 
Wood-Pigeons. 
Parrots. 

S
Ravlelns. ( fuch as we have in Europ(. 

wa ows.5 
Several Sorts of Birds of Prey that are not kno~ rn 

in Ettrope. 
Nightingales unknown in Enrope, as well as fevcral 

other little Birds of different colours, part· cularl y 
that call' d Oifeazt Mottche, a very little Bird refein
bling a Fly; and great quantities of Pelicans. 

'I'he Birds of the North CouNtries of Canada~ 

Buftards. ( {i h h . E 
White Greefe. S uc as we ave 1n ttrope. 

Ducks, of ten or twelve forts. 
Teals. 
Sea-Mews. 
Grelans. 
Sterlcts. 

Sea-
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Sea-Parrots. 
Moyacks. 
Connorants. "'I 
Heath-Cocks. 
Snipes. 
Plungeons. I 
Plovers. 
Lapwings. >fuch as we have in &rope. 

Herns. I 
Courbeio'us .. 
The Water- • 
F ow 1 called I 
Chert1alier. j 

Eeateurs de Faux, a Fowl as big as a ~ail. 
White Fatridges. 
Large black ~atridges. 
Reddifh Patr1dges. 
"\Voodhens. 
Turtledoves. 
White Ortolans, a Bird no bigger than a Lark. 
SRterlings. 7.. fuc h as we have in Europe. 

avens. 5 
Vultures. 
Spar-Hawks.~ 
Merlins. like ours in Europe. 
Swallows, . 
Bec.r De fcie, a fort of a Duck. 

A ~able of the lJJfe8s that are fott1Jd in Canada. 

Adders. 
Afps. 
Rattle-Snakes. 
,Lowing Frogs. 
Gnats, or Midges .. 
Gad-Bees. 
Brulot or burning Hand-worm·s 



A Dejcription of fach Birds as are tJot accott?Jted for 
itJ my Letters. 

T HE Huards are a frdhwater Fowl Tht Fn»l Dr 

h 
as bigAas.r.a Go'l~hfe, ahnd as 

1
dull and ~;::;e:~;::n-

eavy as an 1S. cy ave b ack and t . 

white Feathers, a pointed Beak, and a rzes. 

veryfhort Neck. 'They only duck or dive in the Sum
mer, for they cannot ufe their Wings; and in that 
Seafon, the Savages take the Di verfion of furrounJ
ing 'err1 with feven or eight Canows, difpers'~ here 
and there, and fo obliging 'en1 to dive down, when 
they oftet to come up to take Breath. The Savages 
have entertained me feveral Times with this agree
able Amufement, duriag the Courfe of the Voyages 
I made with them. 

The Red Patridges are wild and little, and much 
different from the Red Patridgewc have in Europe, as 
well as the Pheafant$ whofe Feathers being of a 
white Colour with black fpecks, make a very agree
able diverfity 

The largeft Eagles we find in this Country, are 
no bigger than Swans. Their Head and their Tail 
is white, and they have frequent Ingagements with 
a Sert of Vultures, that cemmonly have the better 
of it. In our Voyages we had frequent Occafions 
of fecing thefe Ingagements, which laft as long as 
the Eagle can keep up the Force of its \Vings. 

The Parrots are n1et with in the Ilinefe Country, 
and upon the River of Mij[tjipi. They are very 
fmall, and are the fame with thofe that we bring 
from Brazil and Ca)'enne. 

'fhat fort of Nighti11gale that I faw is of a pecu
liar forn1; for 'tis of a leifer Size than the Europea11, 
and of a blew ifh colour, and its Notes are more di
'rerfified; befides that, it lodges in the Holes of 
'Trees, and four or five of 'en1 do commonly keep 

together 



1.40 Some New Voyages 
together upon the thickeft Trees, and with joynt 
Notes warble o'er their Songs. 

The Fly like Bird is no bigger than one's Thumb, 
and the colour of its Feathers is fo changeable, 
that 'tis hard to faften any one colour upon it They 
appear f01netimes red, fometimes of a Gold colour, 
at other times they are blue and red; and proper
ly fpeaking, 'tis only the brightnefs of the Sun that 
makes us unfenfible of the change of its gold and 
reel colours Its Beak is as fharp as a Needle. It 
flies from Flower to Flower, like a Bee, and by its 
fluttering fucks the flowery Sap. Sometimes about 
Noon it preaches upon the little branches of Plumb
trees or Cherry-trees. I have fent fome of 'em qead 
to France, it being impoilible to keep 'em alive, and 
they were look'd upon as a great CurioJ1ty 

There are ten or ·twelve forts of 
The Bi' dJ of Ducks in tkis Country. Thofe call' d 
the North"n B h h fi 11 ft . d d countries . ranc us, are t e ma e 1n ee , but 

they are much the prettieft 'I' he F ea
thers upon their Neck looks fo bright, by virtue of 
the variety and livelinefs of their Colours, that a 
Fur of that nature would be invaluable in Mufcovy 
or ~urkey. They owe the name of Branchus, to 
their refting upon the Branches of Trees. There's 
another Species of Ducks in this Country, that 
are as black as Jackdaws, only their Beak and the 
circle of their Eyes are red 

The Sea-mews, Grelans and Sterlets, are Fowls that 
fly incdfantly over Seas, Lakes, and Rivers, in or
der to catch little Fifh Their r ldh is good for 
nothing, bcfides that, they have no Subftance of 
Body, tho-..gh they fcetn to be as big as Pigeons. 

The Sea~Parrots bear the name of Parrots, upon 
the account that their Beak is of the fame Form 
with that of the Land Parrot 'I'hey never quit the 
Sea or the ~boar; and are always flying upon the 
furface of the Water, inqueft 0f little Fiih Their 

colour 
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Colour is black, and their fize is much the fame with 
that of a Pullet. There are greatNumbersof'em 
upon the Bank of New found- Land, and near the 
Coaft of the Iiland, which the Seamen catch with 
fiooks cover' cl with a Cod's Roe, and hung over the 
.Prow of the Ship. ... 

The Moyacks are a fort of Fowl, as big ~s a 
Gooic, having a fhort Neck, and a broad Foot; 
~nd which is very ftrange, their Eggs are half as 
big again as a Swan's, and yet they are all Yolk, 
arid that fo thick, that they muft be diluted with 
Water before they can be us'd in Pancakes • 
.. , he 1Vhite Patridges, arc as big as our Red Pa
trid[: s. 'Their Feet are cover' d with fuch a thick 
Down, that they refemble thoie of a young Rab
bet. They are only feen in the Winter Time, and 
fome Y cars they are fcarce feen at all, though on 
the other Hand, iu other Years they are fo plenti
ful, that you may buy a Dozen for nine Pence. 
This is the moft ftupid Animal in the Word; it 
fits upon the Snow, and fuffers itfelf to be knock'd 
on the Head with a Pole without offering to ftir_ 
I am of the Opinion, that this unaccountable numb
nefs is occafion'd by its long flight from GreenlatJd to 
Ca1Jada. This ConjeCture is not altogether ground .. 
lefs, for 'tis obferv;d, that they never come in flocks 
to Ca11ada, but after the continuance of a North 
or North~Eaft Wind. 

The BlackPt~tridges are truly very pretty. They 
arc bigger than ours; and their Beak together wit.h 
the Circle of the Eyes, and the Feet are red; thetr 
Plumage being t>f a ihining black Colour. Thefe A
t1imals are very proud, and feem to have a Senfe 
of their Beauty as they walk~o .They are but v~ry 
uncommon, as well as the redd1fh Patt•idges, whtch 
refemble Qyails in their Bulk and Brisknefs •. 

The IVhite Ortola11s are only tnet with in Wtnter; 
but I an1 of the Opinion~ that their Feattu:rs arena-

R tura ly 
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turally of a white Colour, and that they retrieve 
their natural Colour in the Places the retire to, when 
they difappcar in Canada. 'They are indifterent 
good to eat when they are fat, but that they fcldom 
are. ,In the Winter great (.l_uantities of 'em are 
catch d about the Barns, with Nets ftretch' d out 
upon the Straw. 

A Defcriptio1J of the lvfe8s of Canada. 

HE .Adders of Ca11ada do no harm at all. 'The 
A[ps indeed are very dangerous, when the People 

bathe in the ftagnating Water towards the South 
Countries. The Rattle -S1Jake or Sounding Serpent is 
fo caU'd, in regard that at the Extren1ity of its 
Tail, it has a Sort of a Cafe, containing certain 
Bones which make fuch a Noife when the Serpent 
creeps along, that 'tis heard thirty Paces off. 'Thefe 
Serpent~ betake thcmfelves to ~light when they 
hear the Sound of Men's Feet, and commonly fleep 
in the Sun either in green Fields, or open Wood~. 
They never fting but when they arc trod upon, 

The Lowi11g Frogs are fo call'd with rei})ect to their 
croaking, which iounds like the lowing of an Ox 
'Thefe .frogs are twice as large as thofe we have in 
Europe. rfhe Ca11ada Gad Bees; are a fort of Flies 
about twice as big as Bees; but of the fame forn1 with 
a common Fly. They fting or.ly between Noon, 
and three o'Clock in the Afternoon; but then ~hey 
do itfo violently, that they fetch Blood. However, 
'tis oPly upon certain Rivers that they arc 1net with. 

The Brulots are a fort of Hand-won11s, w 1ich 
cleave fo hard to the Skin, that their pricking occa
fions the fame Senfe, as if 'twere a burning Coal, or 
a Spark of Fire. Thcfe little Animals are unper
ceivable, though at the fame Time they are pretty 
nu1nerous. 



q"he Names of the Fijb i1J the River of St. Laurence, 
From its Mouth to the Lakes of Canada. 

Balenots or little Whales. 
A Fifh almoft as big as a Whale, call'd Sot!ffkur. 
White Porpoifes. 
Salmon, fuch as we have in Europe. 
Eel£. 
Maycrel, as in Europe. 
Herrings. 
Gafperots, a fiuall Fiih like a Herring 
Bafes. 
Shad-i1fh. 
Cod-fifh. 
Plaices. 
S1nelts . 

. Turbots. 
Pikes. 
'The Gold-colour' d Fifh. 
R.oachcs. 
Lampreys. 
Merles or Sea Tench. 
Thorn backs. 
Cungars. . 
Sea-Cows, a kind of Porpotfes. 

Little Lobfters. 
Crah-fifh. 
Cockles. 
Mufcles. 

ne shell-Fijh A 

:!'he Fijb that are fou1Jd in the La~es ~~Canada, and 
in the Rivers that fall:nto em. 

Sturgeons. 
The Armed Fifu. Trouts~ 
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Trouts 
White-Fiih 
A fort of Herrings 
Eels 
Mullets 
Carp 
Gull-Fifh 
Gudgeons 

~he Fijh jou11d in the Ri'l)er of Miffifipi. 

Pikes, fuch as we have in Europe 
Carps 
Tench 
Perches 
Dabs, and feveral others that are not known in 

Ettrope. 

A Deftription of the Fifl!_ that ate not nze1Jti01l d itJ th~ 
Letters. 

Thaf! iletlfleen THE Bale1Jot is a fort of a Whale, 
the Mouth of oely 'tis lefs and more flefhy and 
theRiver,aud d . ldO"l" p . ' h the Lakes oes not yte 1 1n roportlon tot e 

. Northern vVhales. This Fiih goes 
fifty or fixty Leagues up the River. 

'The Sot1fleurs are much of the fame Size, only 
they are fuorter and Blackcr. When they mean to 
take Breath after diving, they fquirt out the Wa
ter through a hole behind their Head after the 
fame Manner with the Whales Commonly, they 
dog the Ships i ~ 1 the River of St. Laure11ce 

rfhe W bite Porpoifos are as big as Oxen They 
alway~ go along with the Current; and go up with 
the Tidt! till they come at freih Water, upon which 
thf v retire wtth the ebb Water. They are a ghaftly 
for~. 01. An1mals, and ate frequenly taken before 
~uebe~. The 
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. The Gafperots are a rmall Fifh, not unlike a Her

~tng. In the Sumn1er time they 1nake into the fhoar 

In fuch fhoals, that the Cod-fifhers take as many 

o~ 'em as ferv~s fo~ Bait for that Fifhery. Thefe 

Fifhermen do hkew1fe tnake ufe of Herrings, when 

the Seafon obliges them to put into the fhoar to 

Spawn.. In a Word, all the Fifh that are made uf~ 

of for a Bait to make the Codfifh bite at the Hook, 

are called Boete in the Fifh.ermens DialeCt . 

The Gold-colottr'd Fijb are nice Food. 'They are 

about fifteen Inches long; their Scales are yellow, 

and they are val1:1ed very high. 

The Sea C(YT..vs, which are a fort of Porpoifes, are 

bigger than the Normat~dy Beeves. They have a fort 

of .Paws cut like a Goofc's Foot, their Head rcfem

bles that of an Otter; and their Teeth, which are 

two lnches thick, and nine In~hes long, are reek .. 

on'd the fineil: lvory that is. '1~is faid that they 

range wide of the Shoar, towards f~ndy and marfuy 

Places. 
The Lobfler s of this River, fee m to be exact! y the 

fame with thofe we have in Europe. 

The C()ckles are of a Piece, with thofe we have 

llpon the Coatl: of FratJc~, excepting that they are 

larger, and have a more agreeable Tafte, though 

their Fle!h feems to pa:rtake more of Crudity and 

Indjgeftion. 
The Mu:fcles of this River are prodigious large, 

and tafte very well; but 'tis next to an Impoffibility 

to eat 'em without breaking one's Teeth by reafon 

of their peing ftuff'd with Pearl; I call it Pearl, 

tho' the name of Gravel or Sand may be more pro

per, with refpeCI: to its Value, for I brought. to 

Paris fifty or fixty of the largeft and finefl:, which 

were rated only at a Penny a piece; notwithfl:and~ 

ing that we had broke above two tboQfand Muf.., 

clcs to make up that Number, 
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The LC'ke-Stttrgeons are commonly five or fix Foot 

long: But I once faw one of ten li'oot, and another 
of twelve in length. The Savages catch 'em with 
Nets in the Winter, and Grapples in the Summer. 
,'I'is faid, they have a certain fort of Fldh about 
their Head, that taftes like Beef, Iv1utton, and 
Veal ; but I have eat of it fevcral Times, and ne
ver could obfervc any fuch thing, which makes me 
lqok upon the A Iligation as chimerical. 

The Fijh i11 Armour, is about three ~"'oot and a 
half long. 'Tis defended by fuch ftrong and hard 
Scales, that 'tis in1pofiible for any other F ifh to hurt 
it. Its Enemies are Trouts and Roaches, but 'tis 
admirably well provided for the repulfing of their 
Attacks, by virtue of its pointed Snout, which is 
a Foot long, and as hard as its Skin. It eats very 
well, and its Flelh or Subftance is as firm as 'tis 
white. 

The Lake Dabs orSandi11gs are not above a Foot 
long, but they are very thick all over. 'rhey are 
call' d Barbues in Freneh, which alluf1on to a certain 
fort of Beards that hang down fron1 the Side of their 
Muzzle, and are as big as Ears of Corn. Thofe 
which we find in the ll..iver of Mij[ifipi, are of a 
monfrrous Size. Both the one and the other are 
catch,d with a Hook, as well as with a Net; and 
make very good ViCtuals. 

The Mt/f.(tpi Carps are likewi fe of an extraordi
·nary Size, and admirably well tafted. They are 
·of the fame F onn with ours. In the Autumn they 
put in towards the Shoar, and are eafily catch'd 
with a Net. 

The largcft 1Youts we meet with in the Lakes, are 
five Foot and a half long, and of one Foot Diameter. 
Their flefh is red, and they are catch'd with great 
Hooks made faft to Pieces of Wire. 

The Fifh catch"d in the Lakes, are better than 
thofc we take at Sea, or in the Rivers, particularly 

the 
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the white Fifh, which for goodnefs and nice Eat

ing, are far bcyonc all the other Species. The Sa

vages that live upon the Sides of thofc little frefh

water Seas, prefer the Broth of Fiih, to Meat-broth, 

when they are indifpos' d. 'This Choice they ground 

upon Experience; whereas the ~Fre11ch on the other 

hand find that V cnifon Broth is at once more fub

ftantial and rcftorati ve. 
The Rivers of Canada are replenifh'd with an in

finity of other fillies, that are not known in Europe. 

The Fiih catch'd in the North-Country Rivers, are 

different from thofe of the South; and thofe taken 

in the Long--River, which difcmbogues into the Ri

ver of Mtjft}ipt, favour fo rank of Mud and Clay, 

that 'tis impoifiblc to eat of 'cm; abating for a fort 

of little Trouts that the Savages take in the adja

cent Lakes, which make a tolerable 1J1 efs. 

'I'he Rivers of the Ote11tats, and the Mi.ffottriJ, 

produce fuch odd fhap'd fiihes, that 'tis impoffible 

to defcribc 'em without they were drawn upon Pa

per. Thefe Fifhes tafte but forrily, and yet the 

Savages love it n1ightily, which I take to proceed 

from their knowing no better. 

~he 7'rees and Fruits of the South Countries of Canada; 

Beech-Trees.? r. h h · E 
Red-Oak. 5 1Uc as we ave 1n ... urope. 

Bitter Cherry-trees. 
Afh-trees. 

Eln1s. 1 h · E 
L

. d t fuch as we ave 1n ttrope. 
1n en- rees. 

Nut-trees of two forts. 
Chefnut-trces. 
A pple~trees. 
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Pear-trees 
Plum-trees 
Cherry-trees 
flazel-trees, fuch as we have in Europe, 
Vines · 
A fort of Ci trons 
Water Melons 
Sweet Citruls 
Wild Goofeberrie~ 
Pine-apples 
Tobacco, fuch as our SpatJijh Tobacco 

~e '.Trees and Fruits of the North Cotentries of Canada . 
White Oak 
Red Oak 
:Birch-trees 
:Bitter Cherrv-trees 
Mapple-trees 
Pine-trees 
Epinettes 
Fir-tres of three forts 
Peruifes 
Cedar-trees 
Afpin-trees 
White Wood 
Alder-trees 
Maiden-Hair 
Stawberrie 
Rasberries 
Goofe berric::. 
Bluets. 

A Defcription of the above .. menti9tld qree~ and Fruits. 

Y 0 U muft remark, that all the Wood of 
Canada is good qf i ti Kind. The Tree~ 

t~at ft~n~ expos' d to t~e N o~th .. Winds, are apt 
to 
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to b~ influenc'd by the Froft, as it appears from the 
chops and chinks that it occafions. 

'I'he Bitter Cherry-tree, has a hard and whitiih 
Wood with a grey Bark. S01ne of 'em are as tall 
as the lofticft Oaks, and as big as a Hogihead. 
'fhis Tree grows ftreight; it has an oval Leaf, and 
is made ufe of in Beams, Rafters, and other Car
penter's Work. 

The Mapple-tree is much of the fame Height and 
Bulk; but it has a brown Bark, and the Wood is 
reddifh. 1 t bears no refem blance to that fort we have 
in Ettrope. It yields a Sap, which has a much plea
fanter Tafte than the beft Limonade 0r Cherry-wa
ter, ~nd makes the wholfomeft Drink in the World, 
This Liquor is drawn by cutting the Tree two In
ches deep in the Wood, the cut being run floping 
to the Length of ten or twelve Inches, At the lower 
End of this Gaih, a Knife is thruft into the Tree 
flopingly, fo that the Water running along the Cut 
orGaih, as through a Gutter, and talling upon the 
Knife that lies acrofs the Channel, runs out upon 
the Knife, which has Veifels plac' d underneath to 
receive ~t. Some Trees will yield five or fix Bottle 
of this ~er a Day; and fame Inpabitants of Ca
nada, might draw twenty Hogfheads of it in one 
day i if they would thus cut and notch all the Map
pies of their refpeCl:ive Plantations. 'I'he Gafh do's 
no harm to the Tree. Of this Sap they make Su
gar and Syrup, which is fo valuable, that there can1t 
be a better Remedy for fortifying the Stomach. '1'is 
but few of the Inhabitants that have the Patience 
to make Mapple-Water, for ~s common and ufual 
Things are always flighted, fo there's fcarce any 
Body but Children that give the1nfelves the Trou
ble Gf gatping thefe Trees To conclude, the North
Country Mapples have more Sa_p than thofe of the 
South Countries; but at the ~ame time tqe Sap is 
not fo fweet9 

· · · The+ 
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There are two forts of ~ut-trees in this Country. 

The one bears round, and the other long, Nuts· 
but neither of 'em is good for any thing, no tnor~ 
than the wild Chefuuts that grow in the Ilinefe 
Country. 

'The Apples that grow upon fome of their Ap
ple-trees eat well when they are Codled, but they 
are good for nothing when they're raw. Upon the 
Mij[t)ipi indeed there's a fort of Apples that have 
a tafte not unlike that of fome Europea11 Apples. 
The Pc::ns are good, but very fcarce. 

The Cherries are fin all, and extreme red; and 
though their Tafte is not good, yet the Roe· bucks 
like 'em fo well, that in the Sumn1er time they fcarce 
ever 1nifs to lye under the Cherry-trees all Night 
long, efpecially it it blows hard. 

This Country aft'ords three forts of excellent 
Plums, which bear no Refernblance to ours either 
in Figure or Colour. Some are long and fmall, 
fome are round and thick, and fome very little. 

The Vines twine round the Trees to the very top ; 
and the Branches of thofe Trees are fo cover'd with 
Grapes, that one would take the Grape to be the 
Fruit of the Tree. In feme Countries of North
America, the Grape is little, but very well tafted; 
but towards the Mijfijipi, 'tis long and thick, and fo 
is the Clufter. There has been fome wine prefs' d 
from the Grapes of that Country, which after long 
ftanding became as iweet as Canary, and as @lack 
as Ink 

The Citrons of North-.America are fo call'd, only 
becaufe their Form refembles that of our Citr0n. 
Inftead of a Rind, they have only a fingle Skin. 
They grow upon a Plant that rifes three Foot high, 
and do's not bear above three or four at a Time. 
This Fruit is as wholefome as its Root is dangerous; 
for the one is very healthy, and the juice of the 
he other is a mortal fubtile Poyfon.. While I ftay'd 

at 
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at Fort Fronttnac, in the Year 1684, I faw an Iro
quefe Woman take downtfiis fatal Potion, with a De-
1ign to follow her dcceas'd Husband; after fhe had 
took leave of her :Friends, and fung the Death Song 
with the Formalities that are ufual among thef~ 
blind Wretches. The Poifon quickly work'd the 
de fir' d Effctl: ; for this Wiadow, who in Europe 
would be juftly look' d upon as a miracle of Con
ftancy and Fidelity, had no fooner fwallowed the 
murdering Juice, than fhe fell into two or three 
fhivering Fits, and fo expir' d. 

The Water-Melons, call'd by the Spaniards Algiers 
Melons, are round and tBick lik a Ball; fome are 
red, and fome white, and the Kernels, which are 
very large, are fometimes black, fometimes red. 
As for their 'I'afte 'tis exa&ly the fame with that of 
the Spanijh or Portttguefe Melo11s. 

'I'he Citru/s of this Country are fwect, and of a 
different Nature from thofe of Europe; and I'm in
form' d, that the American Citruls will not grow in 
Europe They are as big as our Melo11S; and their 
Pulp is as yellow as Saffron. Commonly they are 
bak'd in Ovens, but the better wav is to roaft 'em 
under the En1bers as the Savages d~. Their Tafte 
is much the fame with that of the 1'iarrnelade of 
Apples, only they are fweeter. One may eat as 
much of 'em as he pleafes, without fearing any Dif-
order from 'em. 

The wild Goofeberrics are good for nothin_g, but 
for Confits: But that fort of Confits are feldom 
made, for Sugar is too dear in Canada) to be inv-
ploy' d for fuch Ufes. 
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A DefcriptiotJ of the ~rees and Fruits DJ the Northet'IJ 
Countries. 

HE Ca11ada Birch-trees are much different from 
thofe we have in fome Provinces of France; 

both for bulk and ~ality. The Savages make Ca
nows of their Bark, iome of which is red, and fome 
white; but both are equally proper for that Ufe. 
That which has the feweft Veins and Chaps, is the 
bdt; but the red bark makes the fineft ihow. There; 
are tome little Baskets made of the young Birches, 
that are much efteem" d in France; and Books may be 
made of 'etn, the Leaves of which will be as fine 
as Paper, This I can fpeak by E~perience, for I 
have frequently made ufe of '~m for want of Pa.
per, in writing the Journal of my Voyages. Nay, 
J remember I have feen in a certain Library in 
:France, a Manufcript of the Gofpel of St. Matthew, 
written in Greek upon this fort of Bark; and, which 
is yet more furprizing, I was then to a, that it had 
been written above a thoqfand Years; and at the 
fame Time I dare fwear, that 'twa~ the Genuine 
Birch-bark of New-Fr411ce, which in all Appearance 
'\\'as not then difcover' d. 

'fhe Fine-trees are very tall, ftreight, and thick ; 
and are ma.de ufe of for Mafts, which the King's 
Pinks do oft~ntimes tranfport to France. 'Tis faid, 
that fome of tQ.efe Trees are big enough, to ferv~ 
for a Maft of a Firft-rate Ship. 

The Epi11ett~ i~ ~fort of a Pine, with a 1ha.rper and 
thicker Lea£ 'Tis ~~de ufe of ~n Carpen!crs. work, 
and the Ma.tter whicp dra~ns from it, fmells as fweet 
as Incenfe 

There are three forts of Firs iq this Country~ 
which are faw'd into Deals by certain Mills, that 
the ~.uebe~ Merchants hav~ ca~s'd to pe built h! 
fpn1e .Pla~es, 
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The Peru.f!e is the propereft of a1l green Weods 

for the building of Ships upon the Confideration that 

}ts compaCl:er, and has clofer Pores, fo that it do's 

not foak or drink in the Moifture as much as others. 

Here are two forts of Cedar, namely, the white 

and the red; but one muft view 'em, narrowly be

fore he can diftinguifh 'em, by reafon, that both 

of 'em have much the fame fort of Bark. Thefe 

Trees are low, bufh y, and full of Branches and li t• 

tle Leaves, refembling the tag of a Lace. The Wood 

of this Tree, is almoft as light as Cork; and the 

Savages make ufe of it in the Wreaths and Ribs of 
their Canows. The red fort looks admirably well, 

and may be made into Houfhold-Goods, which will 
retain an agreeable fmell for ever. 

The Afps are little Shrubs which grow upon the 

Sides of Pools or Rivers; and in a Word, in 

moift and marfhy Countries. This Wood is the 

common Food of the Beavers, who, in Imitation of 
the Ants, take Care to make~ ColleCtion of it round 

their Hutts in the Autumn, which ferves 'cm for 

Suftenance when the Ice imprifons 'em in Winter. 

The White Wood is a midling fort of a Tree, that's 

neither too big nor too little. 'Tis almoft as light 

as Cedar, and as eafily work'd upon. The Inhabi

tants of Canada, make little Canows of it, for fiih
ing and croffing the Rivers 

Maide11hair is as c01nmon in the F orrefts of Ca1Ja
da, as Fern is in thofe of France, and is efteem'd 

beyond that of other Countries ; infomuch, that 

the 1 nhabitants of !J!...uebec prepare great quantities 

of its Syrup, which they fend to Paris Na11ts, 
Roua11, and feveral other Cities in FratJce.' 

Strawberries and Rasberries, are wonderfully plen

tifull in Ca11ada and tafte extream well. We meet 

likewife with fome white Goofcberries in this Coun

try; but they ferve for no ufe, unlefs it be to make~ 

fort of Vinegar of 'em, that is very ftrong. 
. ~~ 
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The Bluets are certain little Berries, not unlike 

fmall Cherries, only they are black, and perfectly 
round. 1.'he Plant upon which they grow, is as big 
as a Ras bery-bufu. Thefe Berries ferve for feveral 
Ufes, after they are dry' d in the Sun, or in an Oven; 
for then they make Confits of 1 em, or put 'en1 into 
Pies, or infufe 'em in Brandy. TheN orth-Coun
try Savages make a Crop of 'em in the Summer, 
which aftords 'em very feafonable relief, efpecially 
when their hunting comes 1hort. 

A Ge11eral View of the Commer~e of Can~da. 

I Come now to give a brief and general Account 
of the Corrtmerce of Ca11ada, which I have al

ready touch'd upon in my Letters. The Normans 
were the firft that fet up this Trade, and ufually 
they fet out from Havre de Grace, or Dieppe; but 
the Rochellers have now work'd 'em out of it, tor as 
tnuch as the Rochet Ships furniih the Inhabitants of 
the Continent with the necdfary Comn1odities. 
There are likewife fame Ships fent to Canada from 
Bottrdeatt,"~C and Bayone, with Wines, Brandy, To
bacco, and Iron. 

The Ships bound from France to that Country, 
pay no Cuftom to~ their Cargoe, whether in Clear
ing in Fra11ce, or in their Entries at ~uebec; abating 
for the BrazilTobacco which pays five Sots a pound; 
that is to fay, a Roll of 400 pound weight, pays a 
hundred Livres by way of Entry, to the Office of 
the Farmers General. 

M oft of the .Shi ps go laden to CatJada, and return 
Iioht or empty. Some indeed bring home Peafe 
when they are good cheap in the Colony, and a
then; talrc in a Cargo of Plants and Boards: Others 
again go to the Iiland of Cape Breton, and there 

take 
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take in a Cargoe of Pit-Coal, which they carry tQ 

the Iilands ot Martinico or Gttardalottpa, where the 

refining of Sugars occafions a great Confumption of 

Coals. But thofe Ships which either belong, or are 

recotnmended to the topping Merchants of the Co

lony, are fraughted with Skins, which turn to ~L 

great Account. I have f::en fome Ships unload at 

JP;ubec, and then fteer to P lac entia, to take in Cod

fiih which they purchas'd with ready Money; but 

generally fpeaking, there's more loft than got by that 

Way of trading. The Merchant that has carried 

on the greateft 'frade in Canada, is the Si cur Samuel 

Berno1J of Rochel, who has great vVare-Houfes at 

Jf?_pebec, from which the Inhabitants of the other 

1'owns are fupplied with fuch Commodities as they 

want. 'Tis true, there are fome Merchants at !!!_ue
bec, who are indifferent rich, and fit out Ships upon 

their own Bottom, that ply to and again b~tween 

Fra11cc and Ca11t1da; and thefe .i\1erchants h::we their 

Corrdpondents at Rot:hel, who fend out and take 

in every ·y car the Cilrgots of their Ships, 

There's no Difference between the Pyrates that 

fcour the Seas, and the Canada Merchants; unlefs 

it be this, that the former iometimes inrich 'emfdves 

all of a fi.1dden by a good Pri1,e; and that the lat

ter can't tnake their Fortune without trading for five 

or fix Y cars, and that without running tae Hazard 

of their Lives. I have known twentr little Ped

lars that had not above a thoufand Crowas frock 

when I arriv'd at .!J2ucbec, in the Year 1683; and 

when I left that Place, had got to the 1"'une of 

twcl ve thoufand Crowns. Tis an unq uc11ion' d truth, 

that they get fifty per Cent upon all the Goods they 

deal in, whether they buy 'em up upon the :\rrival 

of the Ships at ~uebec, or have 'em from Fra11ce by 

Way of Comtni11ion; but over and above that, 

there are fame little gaudy 1~riukets, fuch as Rib

bands, Laces, Em broiderics, T 0 bacCO· boxes, V\' a tch ... 
es, 
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es, and an infinity of other Bauble of Iron Ware1 
upon which they get a hundred and fifty per Ce11t, 
all Cofts clear. 

In this Country a Hogfhead of Bourdeaux Wine, 
which contains 2.50 Bottles, is worth about forty 
Fre11ch Livres, in ti1ne of Peace, and iixty in time 
of War. A Hogfhead of Na11ts or Baj'o11ne Erand y, 
will fetch 8o or a 100 Livres. In the Taverns a 
Bottle of \Vine cofts iix French Sou~, agd a Bottle 
of Brandy is fold for twenty. As tor dry Com
modities, their Price rifes and falls upon Occafion. · 
Brazil rfobacco is worth 4o Sous a Pound by Way 
of Retale, and 35 by Wholefale. Sugar will fetch 
at left 20 Sous a .Pound, and fon1etimes 25 or 30. 

The earlidl: Ships that come fron1 France, fet out 
commonly in the latter end of April, or the beginning 
of May; but to my Mind, they might fhorten their 
Voyage by one half., if they put to Sea about the 
middle of March, and then fweep' d along the North 
Coaft of the Azores If1ands ; for in thofe Seas the 
South and South-Eaft Wind.> commonly blow from 
the Beginning of April, to the End of May. I have 
mention' d this feveral times to the moft expert Pi· 
lots; but they ftill put me off with the Plea, that 
they dare not freer that Courfe for fear of fome 
Rocks: And yet thefe Rocks are not to be met with 
but in their Charts. I have read fome Defcripti.., 
ons of the Ports, Roads, and Coafts of thefe If1ands, 
and of the adjacent Seas, done by the PortHgtteze, 
which n1ake no rnention of the Shelves that are 
chalk' d down in all our Chart : On the contrary, 
they affirm that the Coaft of rhefe If1ands is alto
gether clear, and that tot twenty Leagues off into 
the Main, thefe imaginary hocks were never met 
with. 

As foon as the French Ships arrive at !j}_,ttebec, the 
Merchants of that City who have their Factors in 
the other Towns, load their Barques with Goods in 

orJer 
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order to tranfport 'em to thefe other Towns. Such 
1\lerchan ts as act for themfeives at r:lrois Rirviercs, or 
.LVlonreaJ,they~ come down in Perfon to ~1ebec to mar
ket for themielves,and then put their Effects on board 
of Bar k_s, to_ be conv~y' d home. If they pay for their 
Go?ds In Skms, they ouy cheaper than if they made 
their Payments in I\1oney or Letters of Exchange ; 
by reafon that the Seller gets confiderably by the 
Skins w~en he returns to France. Now, you mu IT: 
take notice, that all thefe Skins are bought up from 
the Inhabitants, or from the Savages, upon which the 
Merchants are confiderabJe Gainers. To give you 
an Inftance of this Matter; a Perfon that lives in the 
Neighbourhood of Ifjtebec carries a dozen of Mar.-. 
tin 's Skins, five or fix fox's Skins, and as many Skins 
of wild Cats, to a Merchant's Houfe, in order to 
fell 'em for woollen Cloth, Linncn, Arms, Ammu
nition, t3c. In the Truck of thefe Skins the l\1er
chant draws a double Profit, one upon the Score of 
his paying no more for the Skins, than one half of 
what he afterwards fells 'em for in the Lump to the 
Factors, for the Rocbet Ships ; and the other by the 
exorbitant Rate he puts upon the Goods that the 
poor Planter takes in exchange for his Skins. If this 
be duly weigh'd, we will not think i~ frrange, tha: 
thefe Merchants have a more benefic1al Trade than. 
a great many other Tradefinen in the World .. In 
my feventh and eighth Letters I related the Par~1cu ... 
}ars of the Commerce of this Country, efpectally 
that which the Inhabitants carry on with the_ Sava..; 
ges, who fupply 'em with the S~ins of ~eavers, and 
other Animals. So that now Jt remams only td 
e:ive you an Inventory of the Goods that _are pro"' 
per for the savages, and of the Skins which.they 
giv in Exchange, together with their neat Pnces. 

born 
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Short and light Fufees. 
Powder. 
Ball and cut Lead, or fm:1Jl Shot. 
Axes both great and fmall. 
Knives with their Sheaths. 
Sword-blades to make Darts of. 
Kettles of all Sizes. 
Shoemakers Awls. 
Fiili-hooks of all Sizes. 
Flint Stones. 
Caps of blue Serge. 
Shirts, made of the common Brita1zy Linnen. 
\\1 oo!fred Stock ins, ihort and coarfe. 
Brafit Tobacco. 
Coarfe white Thread for Nets. 
Sewing Thread of ieveral Colours. 
Pack-thread. 
Vermillion. 
Needles, both large and fmalJ. 
Tlenice Beads. 
Some Iron Heads for Arrows, but few of ~em. 
A fma11 Quantity of Soap. 
A few Sabres, or Cutlaffes. 

Brandy goes off incomparably welt 

:!he Names of the Skins given ttJ Exchcmge, 
with their Rates. 

T I-l E Skins of Winter Beavers, afias Mu[co'Vy 
Beavers, are worth per Pound, in the Farmer

General's Warehoufe~ - 4 Livres. 10 Sous. 
The Skins of fat Beavers, the Hair of which falls 

off while the Savages make ufe of' em-, per Pound, 
---- S L. oS. 

Of Beavers taken in Autumn, per Pound 3 xo 
Of dry or common Beavers, per Pomzcl 3 o 

Of 
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Livres. Sous. 

Of Summer Beavers, per Pound 3 o 
The Skin of a white Beaver is not to be valued no 

more than that of a Fox that is quite black. 
The Skins of Silver-colour'd Foxes, a-piece, 4 o 
Of common Foxes, in good order, 2 o 
Of the common Martins. I o 
Of the prettieft fort of Martins, 4 o 
Of red and fmooth Otters, 2 o 
Of the \\Tinter and brown Otters, 4 I o 

or more. 
Of the fineft black BeJrs, -- 7 o 
The Skins of Elks} before they are drefs'd, are 

worth per Pound, about o I 2 

The Skins of Stags are worth per Pou11d, about o 8 
The wildCat's, or Enfans de Diable, a-piece I IS 
Sea-Wolves, a-piece, I IS 

or tnore. 
Pole-Cats and Weafels, o 10 

Musk R.ats, ---- o 6 
Their Tefiicles, - -- o S 
vVolves, 2. I 0 

The white Elk-skins, i.e. thofe drefs'd by the Sava
ges, a-piece, ---

A drefs'd Hart's Skin is worth 
A Caribous 
A Roe-buck's 

Sorm. 
sorm. 
6 
3 

To conclude, you mufi: take Notice, that thefe 
Skins are upon fome particular Occafions clearer 
than I rate ,em, but the Difference is but very 
fmall, whether under or over. 

A 
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An Account of the GovERNMENT of Canada 

i;z General. 

N Canada, the Politick, Civi1, Ecclefiafiical and 
Military Governments, are all in a manner one 

Thing, in regard that the wifefi: Governors have 
fubjected their Authority to that of the Ecctefi
ajticks; and fuch Governors as would not embark 
in that Intereft, have found their Poft fo uneafy, 
that they have been recalled with Difgrace. I could 
1nftance in feveral, who for not adhering to the 
Sentiments of the Bifuop and the Jefuits, and for 
refufing to lodge their Power in the Hands of thefe 
infallible Gentlemen, have been turned out, and 
treated at Court like hot-headed Incendiaries. Mr. 
de Frontenac was one of this Number who made 
ft1ch an unhappy Exit ; for he fell out with Mr. 
Duchej1zau, Intendant of that Country, who finding 
himfelf protected by the Clergy, induftrioufly in
fulted that illuftrious General, and the General was 
forc'd to give way, under the Weight of an Eccle
fiafl:ical League, by reafon of the Springs they fet 
at \V ork againft him, in Oppofition to all the Prin
ciples of Honour and Confcience. 

The Governor Generals that mean to negleCl: no 
Opportunity of advancing or inriching themfelves, 
do commonly hear two Maffes a-Day, and are ob
Jig' d to confefs once in four and twenty Hours. 
He has always Clergy-men hanging about him 
where-ever he goes, and indeed, properly fpeaking, 
they are his Counfellors. When a Governor is 
thus back'd by the Clergy, the Intendants, the Un
der-Governors, and the Sovereign Council, dare 
not cenfure his Conduct, Jet it be never fo faulty; 
for the ProteCtion of the Ecclefiafi:icks fhelters him 
from all the Charges that can be laid againft him. -

The Governor General of ~eb_ec has twenty 
Thoufand Crowns a-Year, including the Pay of his 

Com· 
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Company of Guards> and the particular Govern
ment of the Fort. Over and above this Income, 
the Farmers of the Beaver-Skins make bim a Pre
fent of a thoufand Crowns a-year ; his Wines and 
all ~is other Provifions imported from France, pay no 
Fretght ; not to mention, that by certain ways and 
means, he fucks as much l\1oney out of the Coun
try as all the above-mcntion'd Articles amount to. 
The Intendant has eighteen thoufand Livres a-Year, 
but the Lord knows what he makes otherwife : 
I have no Mind to touch there, for fear of being 
rank' d among thofe Detractors who fpeak the 
Truth too fincerely. The Bifhop's Incomes are fo 
fmall, thlt if the King were not gracioufly pleafed 
to add to his Bifhoprick fome other Benefices in 
Franc~, that Reverend Prelate would be reduced 
to as fhort Commons as a Hundred ofhis Charac
ter are in the Kingdom of Naples. The Major of 
~ebec has fix Hundred Crowns a-Year; the Gover
nor of ~rois Ricvieres has a thoufand, and the Go
vernor of llfonreat is allow' cl two thouiand. A Cap .. 
tain has a hundred and twenty LivresaMonth,aLieu
tenant ninety Livres ; a reform'd Lieutenant is al
low'd but forty_, and a common Soldier's Pay is fix 
Sous a-Day, of the current I\.1oney of the Country. 

The People repofe a great deal of Confidence in 
the Clergy in this Country as well as elfewhere. 
Here the outward Shew of Devotion is frrictly ob~ 
fcrved, for the People dare not abient from the great 
Maffes and Sermons without a lawful Excufe. But 
after alJ, 'tis at the Time of Divine Service that the 
married Women and Maids give their Humours a 
full Loofe, as being aifured that their Husbands and 
Mothers are bufy at Church. The Priefi:s call Peo
ple by their Names in the Pulpit; they prohibit un
der the Pain of Excommunication, the reading of 
Romances and Plays, as well as the Ufe of Masks, 
and playing at Ombre or Lanfquenet. 'I' he J ef~-

S 3 ltS 
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its and tbe Rccollets, agree as ill as the 1\!Iolinifis 
and the Janfenifis. The former pretend that the 
latter have no Right to confefs. Do but look back 
to my eighth Letter, and there you'll fee fome In
fiances of the indifcreet Zeal of the Ecclefiafticks. 

The Governor General has the Difpofal of all 
l\1ilitary Pofi:s : He befiows Companies, Lieute
nancies, and Under-Lieutenancies, upon who he 
pleafes, with his Majefty's gracious Approbation; 
but he is not allow'd to di{pofe of particular Gover
norfhips, or of the Place of a Lord Lieutenant of 
a Province, or of the Major of any Town. He is 
impowereq to grant to the Gentry and the other In
habitants, Lands and Settlements all over Canada; 
but thefe Grants muft be given in concert with the 
lntendant. He is likewife authoris'd to give five and 
twenty Licences a-Year to whom he thinks fit, for 
trading with the Savage Nations of that vaft Con
tinent, He is invefied with the Power of fufpend
ing the Execution of Sentences againfi: Criminals; 
and, by vertue of this Reprieve, can eafiJy pro
cure 'em a Pardon if he has a Mind to favour 'em. 
:But he can't difpofe of the K:ng's I\1oney wjthout 
the Confent of the Intendant, who is the only 1V1an 
that can call it out of the Hands of the Treafurer of 
the Navy. 

The Governor General can'c be without the Ser
vice of the J efuits, in making Treaties with the Go
vernors of Ne'W-E11y}a11d and ]\Tcw-Tork, as well as 
with the Iroquefc. I am at a Lofs to know whether 
thefe good Fathers are employ' d in fuch Services 
upon the Score of their judicious Counfels, and their 
being perfeet1y well acquainted with the Country, 
and the King's true Intereils; or upon the Confi
deration of their fpeaking to a l\1iracle, the Lan
guages of fo many different Nations, whofe Inte
refi:s are quite oppofite; or out of a Senfe ofthatCon
defcenfion and Submiffion that is due to thefe worthy 
Companions of our Saviour. The 
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The Members of the fupreme Council of Canada, 

cannot fell or convey their Places to their Heirs, or 
to any body elfe, without the King's Approbation; 
though at the fame time their Places may be worth 
not fo much as the Place of a Lieutenant to a Compa
ny of Foot. \Vhen th<.l:y have nice Points under 
their Confideration, they ufually confult the Priefis 
or Jefuits: And if any Caufe comes before 'em, in 
which thcfe good Fathers are interefted, they are 
fure not to be caft, unlefs it be fo very black that 
the cunningefi: Lawyer can't give it a plaufibleTurn. 
I've been inforrn'd by feveral Perfons, that the Je ... 
fuits drive a great Trade in EttropeaJZ Commodities, 
and Canad4 Skins ; but I can fcarce believe it, or at 
leaft, if it be fo, they muft have Correfpondents and 
FaCtors that are as clofe and cunning as themfel ves i 
which can never be. 

The Gentlemen of that Country are oblig'd to 
be very cautious in carrying even with the Ecclefi ... 
afticks, in refpeCt of the Good or Harm that the good 
Fathers can indireCtly throw in their Way. The 
Bifbop and the J efuits have fuch an Influence over 
the Governors General, as is fufficient to procure 
Places to the Children of the Noblemen or Gentle
men that are devoted to their Service, or to obtain 
the Licences that I fpoke of in my eighth Letter. 
'Tis likewife in their Power to ferve the Daughters 
of fuch Gentlemen, by finding 'em agreeable and 
rich Husbands. The mean eft Curates muft be ma
nag'd cautioufly, for they can either ferve or differve 
the Gentlemen in whofe Seigniories they are no more 
than Miffionaries, there being no fix' d Cures in Ca
nada, which indeed is a Grievance that ought to be 
redrefs' d. The Officers of the Army are likewife 
oblig'd to keep up a good Correfpondence with the 
Eccteftafticks, for without that 'tis impoffible for'em 
to keep their Ground. They muft not only take 
Care that their own Con duet be regular, but like vife 
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look after that of the Soldiers, by preventing the 
Diforders they might commit in ·their Ouarters. 

' " Commonly the Troops are quarter d upon the In~ 
habitants of the Cotes, or Seignories of Cauada, from 
Ouober to };fay. The ~tlafier of the Hou{e furnifhes 
his military Gueft only with Utenfils, and employs 
him all the while at the Rate of ten Sous a-Day, be
fides his Victuals, in the cutting of\Vood, grubbing 
up of Grounds, rooting out Stumps, or the threfh
ing of Corn in a Barn. '"fhe Captain gets likewife 
by their V\' ork, for to make 'em difcount the half of 
their Pay to him, he orders 'em to come thrice a
\Veek to exercife their Arms at hisQ_uarters. Now, 
their Habitations being difiant four or five Arpeuts 
from one another, and one Cote or Seignory being 
two or three Leagues in Front, the Soldiers choofe 
rather to give the Captain a Spill, than to walk fo far 
in th~ Snow and the Dirt: And the Captain takes 
it very confcientioufly, upon the Plea that Vole11ti 
non fit in}ttwia. As for fuch Soldiers as are good 
Tradefmen, he's fure of putting their whole Pay in 
his Pocket, by virtue of a Licence that he gives 'cm 
to work in the Towns, or any where elfe. In fine, 
m oft of the Officers marry in this Country, but God 
knows what fort of !v1arriages they make, in taking 
Girls with a Dowry, confifling of eleven Crowns, a 
Cock, a Hen, an Ox, a Cow, and fometimes a 
Calt: I knew feveral yopng Women, whofe Lov .. 
ers, after denying the Facr, and proving before the 
Judges the fcandalous Converfation of their Miftref. 
1es, were forc'd, upon the Perfwafion of the Eccle
fiafiicks, to fwallow the bitter Pill, and take the very 
tame Girls in Marriage. Some Officers indeed marry 
well, but there are few fuch. The Occafion of thei~ 
marrying fo readily in that Country, proceeds fro~ 
the Difficulty of converfing with the foft Sex. After 
a Man has made four Vifits to a young Woman, h~ 
~s o~lig' d to unfold his l\1in~ t~ ~e~ fat~ er and Mo~ 

· ~her .i 
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ther; he muft then either talk of Marriage, or break 

off all Correfpondence; or if he does not, both he 

and fhe lies under a Scandal. In this Country a Man 

can't vifit another Man's vVife, without being cen

fur'd as if her Husband was a Cuckold. In fine, 

a Man can meet with no Diverfion here, but that 

of reading, or eating, or drinking. Though after 

all, there are fome Intrigues carry' d on, but with 

the fame Caution as in Spai1Z, where the Virtue of 

the Ladies confifis only in difguifing the Matter 

handfomely. 
Now, that I am upon the SubjeCl: of Marriage, 

I can't forbear to acquaint you with a comical Ad

venture that happened to a young Captain, who 

was prefs'd to marry againll: his Will, bccaufe all his 

Companions and Acqua_intances were already buck

led. This young Officer having made fome Vifits 

to a Counfellor's Daughter, he was defir'd to tell 

what Errand he came upon ; and l"v1r. de Frontenac 

himfelf being related to the young Lady, who is 

certainly one of the m oft accomplifh' d Ladies of 

this Age, us'd his utmoil: Efforts to ingage the Cap

tain to marry her. The Captain being equally 

well pleafed with a free Accefs to the Governor>s 

Table, and the Company of the Lady whom he 

met there not unfrequently; the Captain, I fay, 

being equally fond of thefe two Advantages, en

deavour'd to ward off the Defign, by asking fome 

Time to confider of it. Accordingly, two Months 

were granted him ; and after that Time was expir'd, 

he had frill a Mind to let out his Traces, and fo de

fir'd two Months more, which were granted him 

by the Bifhop's Interceffion. When the laft of thefe 

two was at an End, the Cavalier began to be appre

henfive that he was in Danger of lofing both his 

good Cheer and the agreeable Company of the La

dy. However, he was oblig'd to be prefent at a 

'!rea~ that Mr. }letfou (the E11glijh Gentleman I 
~ · · fpoke 
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fpokc of in my 2 3d Letter) ga vc to the two Lovers, as 
well as the Governor, the lntendant, the Bifhop, 
and fome other Perfons of Note: And this gene
rous Eny)ifo Gentleman having a Kindnefs for the 
young Lady's Father, and her Brethren, upon the 
Score of their trading with one another, made an 
Offer of a thoufand Crowns to be paid on the '/\7 ed
ding Day, which, added to a thoufand that the Bi
fhop offered, and a thoufand more which fhe had 
of her own, befides feven or eight thoufand that 
Mr. de Frontenac offered in Licences, not to menti
on the certain Profped: of Preferment : All thefc 
Items, I fay, made the Marriage very advantageous 
to the C3ptain. After they had doni eating, he 
was prefs'd to fign the ContraCt, but made Ani\ver, 
that he had drank fome Bumpers of heady Wine, and 
his Head was not clear enough for weighing the 
Conditions of the ContraCt; fo that they were fore' d 
to put off the Matter tiJl the next Day. Upon this 
Delay he kept his Chamber, till l\1r. de Frontenac, at 
whofe Table he us'd to eat, fent for him, in order 
to know his 1\1ind immediately. Then there was 
no Room left for fhuffiing; there was a Neceffity of 
giving a pofitive Anfwer to the Governor, who 
fj:>Oke to him in plain and precife Terms, and at the 
fame Time reminded him of the Favour they had 
fhewn him, in allowing him fo much Time to con
fider of the propos'd l\1arriage. The young Offi- _ 
cer reply'd very fairly, That any 1\1an that was ca
pable of marrying after four Month's Deliberation, 
was a Fool in buckling to. ' I now fee, fays he, 
' what I am; the eager Defire I had of going to 
~ Church with Mademoife1le D --- has now con-
' vine' d me of my Folly: if you have a Refpetl: for 
' the Lady, pray do not fuffer her to marry a 
' young Spark that is fo apt to take up with extra-
' vagant and foo]ifh Things. As for my own part, Sir, 
' I prote!l: fincerel y, that the little Reafon and free 

Judg-
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' Judgment that is left me, will ferve to con1fort 
' me upon the Lofs of her, and to teach me to re
' pent of havi~g d.efir'd to mak: her as unhappy as 
' my fel£ Th1s Dtfcourfe furpnzed the Bifhop, the 
Governor, the Intendant, and in general, all the 
other married Officers, who defir'd nothing more 
than that he fhould be catch'd in the Noofe as well 
as they ; fo true it is, that So/amen miforis focios ba
buiffe doloris. As they were far from expecting any 
fuch Retracration, fo the poor reform'd Captain fuf
fer'd for't; for fome time after Mr. de Frontenac did 
him a Piece of Injuftice, in befi:owing a vacant 
Company over his Head, upon l'VIadam de Ponchar
trai1/s Nephew, notwithfianding that the Court had 
fent Orders on his Behalf; and this obliged him to 
go for France along with me, in the Year 1692. 

To refume the Thread of my Difcourfe, you muft 
know, that the Canadefe, or Creoles, are a robuft 
brawny well-made People ; they are firong, vigo
rous, aCtive, brave, and indefatigable; in a v..,r ord, 
they want nothing but the Knowledge of polite 
Letters. They are prefumptuous, and very full of 
themfelves: they value themfelves beyond all the 
Nations of the Earth, and, which is to be regretted, 
they have not that~Veneration for their Parents that 
is due. Their Complexion is wonderfully pretty. 
The Women are generally handfom; few of them 
are brown, but many of 'em are at once wife and 
lazy. They love Luxury to the laft Degree, and 
ftrive to out-do one another in catching Husbands 
in the Trap. 

There's an Infinity of Diforders in Canada, that 
want to be reform' d. The firfi: Step of a true Re .. 
formation, muft be that of hindring the Ecclefi
afticks to vifit the Inhabitants fo often, and to pry 
with fuch Impertinence into the minutcft Affairs of 
the Family ; for fuch PraCtices are frequently con
trary to the Good of the Society, and that for Rea-

fons 
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fons that you are not ignorant of. The next Thing 
to be done, is to prohibit the Officers to ftop the 
Soldiers Pay, and to enjoin 'em to difcipline their 
Men every Holy-day, and every Sunday. In the 
third Place, the Commodities ought to be rated at 
a reafonable Price, fo that the l'v1erchant may have 
his Profit, without exacting upon the Inhabitants 
and the Savages. A fourth Article of Reformation, 
would confifi in prohibiting the exporting from 
France to Canada, ofBrocado's, gold and fi1ver Gal
loons or Rib bands, and rich Laces. In a fifth Place, 
the Governor General ought not to fell Licen
ces for trading with the Savages of the great 
Lakes. Sixthly, there ought to be fix'd Courts. 
In the feventh Place, they want to have their 1\-Ii
litia modell' d and difciplin' d, that, upon Occafion, 
they may be as ferviceable as the Regular Troops. 
For an eighth Article, the fetting up I\·1anufaeto
ries for Linnen, Stuffs, 8c. would be very ufeful. 
But the moft important Alteration would confift in 
keeping the Governors, the Intendants, the Su
preme Council, the Bifhops and the Jefuits, from 
fplitting into Faetions, and making Clubs one a
gainft another ; for the Confequences of fuch Di
vifions can't but thwart his Majefiy's Service, and 
the Peace of the Pub lick. V\T ere this but happily 
effetted, that Country would be as rich again as 
"'tis now. 

I wonder, that inftead of banifhing the Protcf.. 
tants out of France, who in removing to the Coun
tries of our Enemies, have done fo much Datnage 
to the Kingdom, by carrying their Money along 
with 'em, and fetting up ManufaCtories in thofe 
Countries; I wonder, I fay, that the Court did not 
think it more proper to tranfport 'em to Canada. 
I am convinc'd, that if they had receiv,d pofitive 
Affurances of enjoying a Liberty of Confcicnce, a 
~reat many of 'em would h~vc made no Scruple 
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to go thither. Some have repiy'd upon this Head, 
that the ReJ.nedy had been worfe than the Difeafe.; 
in Regard that fame time or other they would not 
have fail' d to expel the Catholicks by the Affiftancc 
of the Englzjb : But I reprefented to 'em, that the 
Greeks and Armenians, who are fubject to the Grand 
Seig1ziur, and at the fame Time are of a Nation 
and Religion that's different from that of the :Turks; 
I reprefented, I fay, that thefe diffenting Subjects 
did fcarce ever implore the Aid of foreign Powers, 
in order to rebel and fhake off the Yoke. In fine, 
we have more Reafon to believe, that if the Hu
cP;,Uenots had been tranfported to Canada, they had 
never departed from the Fealty they ow' d to their 
natural Sovereign. But let that be as it will, I do 
but fpcak as that King of Arragon did, who boaft
ed, that if God had deign'd to confult him, he 
could have given him feafonable Advice with Refe
rence to the Symmetry and the Courfes of the Stars: 
For, in like manner, I do affirm, that if the Coun
cil of State had follow' d my Scheme, in the Space 
of thirty or forty Years, New-Fra1zce would have be
come a finer and more flourifhing Kingdom than 
feveral others in Europe. 

A Di[cottrfe oft be lntereft of the French, and.of t be 
Englifh, i1t North-America. 

Since New-France and New-England fubfifi only 
upon the Cod-Fifhery and the Fur-Trade, 'tis 

the Intereft of thefe two Colonies to inlarge the 
Number of the Ships employ'd in the Fifhery, and 
to encourage the Savages to hunt and fhoot Bea
vers, by furnifhing them with what Arms and Am
munition they hav ... Occafion for. 'Tis well known, 
that there's a grea Confumption of Codfifh in the 

Southern 
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Southern Countries of Europe, and that few Com· 
modities meet with a better and readier l\Iarket, 
efpecially if they are good and well cured. 

Thofe who alledge that the Defirutl:ion cfthe Iro
quefe would promote the Intcreft of the Colonies 
of New-France, are Strangers to the true Interefi of 
that Country; for if that were once accomplifh'd, 
the Savages who are now the French Allies, would 
turn their greateft Enemies, as being then rid of 
their other Fears. They would not fail to call in 
the E11g,Zijh, by Reafon that their Commodities are 
at once cheaper and more efteem' d than ours _; 
and by that means the whole Commerce of that wide 
Country would be wrefi:cd out of our Hands. 

I conclude therefore, that 'tis the Intereft of the 
French to weaken the Iroquefe, but not to fee 'cm 
intirely defeated. I own, that at this Day they are 
too ftrong, infomuch that they cut the Throats 
of the Savages our Allies every Day. They have 
nothing lefs in View, than to cut off all the Nati
ons they know, let their Situation be never fo re
mote from their Country. 'Tjs our Bufinefs to re
duce 'em to one half of the Power they are now 
poifefs'd of, if 'twere poffible ; but we do not go 
the right Way to work. Above thefe thirty Years, 
their ancient Counfellors have frill remonftrated to 
the \V arriors of the five Nations, that 'twas expe· 
dient to cut off all the Savage Nations of Canada, 
in order to ruin the Commerce of the French, and 
after that to diflodge 'em of the Continent. \Vith 
this View they have carried the \Var above four or 
five Hundred Leagues off their Country, after the 
deftroy ing of feveral different Nations in feveral 
Places, as I fhew'd you before. 

'Twould be no difficult Matter for the Fre1zch to 
draw the Iroquefe over to their Side, to keep 'em from 
plaguing the French Allies, and at the fame Time 
to ingrofs all the Commerce with the five lroquefe 

Nations, 
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Nations, that is .no~ in the Hands of the Engli./b in 
}lew-York. Th1s m1ght be eafily put in Execution, 
provided the King would allow ten thoufand Crowns 
a-Year for that End. The 1\tlethod of effeetina it t:> 

is this. In the firft Place, the Barks that were for-
merly made Ufe of about Fort Fro11tenac, muft be 
rebuilt, in order to convey to the Rivers of the cf{ouou
touaus and the Ouontazues, fuch Commodities as are 
proper for 'em, and to fell 'em for the prime Coft 
in France. Now this would put the King to the 
Charge of a bout ten thoufand Crowns for Freight ; 
and I'm perfuaded, that upon that Foot the Iroquefe 
would not be fuch Fools as to carry fo much as one 
Beaver to the Englifo Colonies, and that for four 
Reafons. The firfi: is, that whereas they muft 
tranfport 'em fixty or eighty Leagues upon their 
Backs to New-Tork, they have not above feven or 
eight Leagues Travelling from their own Villages, 
to the Banks of the Lake of Frontenac. For a fe
cond Reafon, 'tis manifefi: that the EngJifh can't pof
fibly let 'em have their Commodities fo cheap, 
without being confiderable Lofers, and that there
upon every Merchant would drop that fort ofTrade. 
The third is drawn from the Difficulty of having 
Subfifience upon the Road between the lroqttefo Vil
lages and New-Tork; for the lroquefo go thither 
in great Bodies, for fear of being furprized, and I 
acquainted you before feveral Times, that there's no 
Venifon in that Side of the Qountry. The fourh 
Reafon is this: In marching fo far from their Villa
ges, they expofe their Wives, their Children, and 
their fuperannuated Men, for a Prey to their Ene
mies, who upon that Occafion may either kill 'em, 
or carry 'em off; and of this we have two In fian
ces already. Over and above the Cheapnefs of our 
Commodities, 'twould likewife be requifite that we 
made 'em Prefents every Year, and at the fame 
Time intreated 'em not to difturb the Repofe of our 

Con-



2 7 2 Son2e }lew Voyages 
Confederate Savages, who are fuch Fools as to 
wage War one with another, inftead of entring in
to a joint League in Oppofition to the Jroquefe, the 
moft redoubted of their Enemies, and thofe whom 
they have m oft Reafon to fear. In a Word, if we 
would manage our Affairs with the Iroquefe to the 
befi: Advantage, we ought to put in Execution that 
ProjeCt that I mentioned in my 23d Letter. 

To alledge that thefe Barbariaus have a Depen· 
dance upon the EngJijh, is a foolifh Plea; for they are 
fo far from owning any Dependance, that when they 
go to New-Tork to truck their Skins, they have the 
Confidence to put Rates upon the Goods they have 
Occafion for, when the Merchants offer to raife 
their Price. I have intimated already feveral Times, 
that their Refpeet for the En}{lifh, is tack' d to the 
Occafion they have to make Ufe of'em; that this is 
the only Motive which induces 'em to treat the 
Englijh as their Brethren, and their Friends ; and 
that if the French would fell 'em the Neceffaries of 
Life, as well as Arms and Ammunition, at eafier 
Rates, they would not make many J ournies to the 
Englijh Colonies. This is a Confideration that ought 
to be chiefly in our View; for if we minded it to 
the Purpofe, they would be cautious of infulting 
our Savage Confederates, as well as our felves. The 
Governors General of Canada would do well to 
employ the fenfible l\1en of the Country that are 
acquainted with our Confederates, in pre.ffing 'em 
to live in a good Correfpondence with one another, 
without waging War among themfelves ; for moft 
of the Southern Nations worm out one another in• 
fenfibly, which affords Matter of Joy to the Iroquefe. 
Now, 'twere an eafy Matter to prevent this fatal 
mouldering, by threatning to give' em no further 
Supplies of Commodities in their Vi1lages. To this 
Precaution, we ought to add that of endeavouring 
to engage two or three Nations to live together ; 

the 
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the Outaouas, for I nfiance, with the Ht~rotu ; the 
,Sakis with the Pouteouatamis, alias Pua;zts. If all 
thofe Nations who are imbarqued in a Confederacy 
with us, would but agree one with another, and 
put up their Q_uarrels, they would give themfel ves 
wholly to the Hunting of Beavers, ·which would 
tend to the in]arging of our Commerce ; and befides, 
they would be in a Condition of making one joint 
Body, when the Iroquefe offer'd to attack either one 
or t'other. 

'Tis the Intereft of the Englifh to perfuade thefe 
Nations, that the French have nothing lefs in view, 
than to defiroy them as foon as they meet with an 
Opportunity ; that the growing Populoufnefs of Ca
nada, is a fufficient Ground of Alarm, that they 
ought to avoid all Commerce with the French, for 
fear of being betray' d in any Way whatfoever ; 
that to hinder the repairing of Fort Frontenac, and 
the rebuilding of Barques for that Lake, is to them 
a thing of the laft Importance, by reafon that the 
French might in four and twenty Hours, make a De
fcent from thence to their Villages, and carry off 
their antient Men, their Women and their Chil
dren, at a time when the \Varriors 1night be in
gag'd in the hunting of Beavers; That they would 
promote their own Intereft by waging War with the 
French from time to time, by ravaging the Seignories 
and ~ettlements jn the upper Part of the Country, 
in order to oblige the Inhabitants to abdicate the 
Colony, and to difcourage thofe who would other
wife remove out of France, and fettle in Canada ; 
and in fine, That in time of Peace 'twould be very 
proper to ftop the Coureurs de Bois at the CataraCts of 
the Outaouas River ,and to feize the Arms and Ammu
nition that they carry to the Savage., upon the Lakes. 

Farther, if the Englijh would purfue their Mca
fures to the beft Adv nrag they ught to ingage 
the cf[onontouans r e Goyogaarzs l\.1 a ... Jc 
upon the Banks of the Lake Errie, nea the Mout' 
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of the River of Comle; and at the fame time they 
ought to build a Fort there, with fome long Barques 
or Brigantines: For this is the moft convenient and 
!;ldvantageous Poft of all that Country, and that for 
an Infinity of Reafons which I am oblig'd to con
ceal. Befides this Fort, they fhould build another 
at the Mouth of the River des Franfois ; and then 
~twould be abfolutely impoffible for the qoureurs de. 
Bois to reach the Lakes. 

They ought likewife to in gage the ~avages of A~ 
fadia in their Intereft; whicl'I they may do with lit-:;
tle Charge. The Planters of New-Englancl fhould 
mind this, as well as the fortifying of the Ports in 
)Vhich they fi{h their Cod. As for the fitting out of 
Fleets to deftroy the Colony, I would not advife the 
:pngtifh to give themfe,Ives that Trou~le; for fup
pofing they were affur d of Succefs, tis but fome 
Places that can be reckon'd worth the while. 

To conclude; I muft fay the Engtijh in thefe Co
lonies are too carelefs and lazy: The French Coureur~ 
de Bois, are much readier for Enterprizes, and the 
Canadeje are certainly more vigilant and more active. 
It behoves the Inhabitants of New-Tork to inlarge 
their Fur-trade by well-concerted Enterprizes ; anq 
~hofe of J.lew-England, to render the Cod-fifhing 
p10re beneficial to the Colony, by taking fuch Mea
fures as many other People would, if they were as 
a~vantageopfly feated. I do not intend to fpeak of 
~he Limits of New-Frattce, and New-Engtand, for 
they were never well adjufted ; tho' indeed 'twould 
feem that in feveral Treaties of Peace between 
'q~(e two Kingdoms, the Boundaries were 
in a Manner mark'd out in fome Flaces. Whatever. 
is i~ that Ivlatter, the Decifion of it is too nice a 
f int for one th~t can't open his l\4inq ~ithou~ pull-: 
: n~ ~n qld Houfe upon his Head. · 

?{b~ E1~d of (l;e jirfl Volut~~· 
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New-York; a fatal Embajjj flnt by the 
French to the Iraq uefe, and an ill-concerted 
EnterP_rize of the Englifh and the Iroquefe, in 
marchtng by Land to attack the French Celony. 

P· 155· 

LETTER XX. 

Dated at Rochel, J-anuary 12~ r691. 

Being a Relation of a Second and very importatJt 
Expedition of the Englifh by Sea; in which is 
contaitl d a Letter written by the Englifh Ad
miral to Count Frontenac, with the Gover
nor's verbal.An_fwer. As al.fo an Account of 
the Author's Departure for France. p. 1 59· 

LETTER XXI. 
Dated at Rochel, 'July 1.6. 1691. 

Contai11ing a De.fcription of the Courts or Offices 
of the Mi1Jijiers of State, and a 'flew of fome 
s~rvices that are ill rewarded at Court. 

P· I66. 
L E T T E R XXII. 

Dated at f<._uebec, Nov. I o. I 6 91. 

Which contains an .Accou11t vfthe .Author' sDepar
ture from Rochel to QEebec, of his Voyage to 
the Mouth if the River St. Laurence, of a 
Rencounter with an Englifh Ship wkich he 
fought; of the j1randing of his Ship; of his 
failing thro' the River St. Laurence; of the 
NQw.s he receiv'd that a Party of the Englifh 
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and Iroquefe, had defeated a Body of th6 
French 1roops~ p. 171. 

L E T T E R XXIII. 

Dated at NantJ, Oflob. ~s. 1692. 

Containing an Acceu11t of the taking ofjome Eng
lifh Veffils, of defeating a Party of the lroquefe, 
efan lroquefe burtJt alive at Qpebec ; of ano
ther Party of thefe Barbarians, who having fur
priz'd .fome Coureurs de Bois, were afterwards 
furpriz'd themfllves. Of the ProjefJ of anEn
-terprize propol d by Mr. Frontenac to the Att-
thor. Of the Attthor'sDeparture in a Frigat for 
France, and his flopping at Placentia, which 
was then attack' d by the Englifh Fleet that 
came to take that Pojl from uJ. How the 
Englifh jail'd in their Dejign, and the Au
thor purju' d his Voyage. p. 17 :5· 

~ E T T E 1\. XXIV. 

Dated at Na12ts, May 10. l693· 

(:ontaini11g a11 Account ~lMr. Frontenac'J ProjefJ. 
w~ich was rejeried at Court, and the R~afon why 
it w~s rejet1ed~ 7he King giveJ the .Author the 
Lieutenancy ifNewfound-Land, &c. together 
1;vith the Independent Company. p. I~ 7. 

LETTER XXV~ 

Pflted at Vi?tna in Portugal, ]-at;. 3l ~ 16 94· 

f[h~ Author~ s Departure from France to Placenti~. 
-.d fleet of 30 Engtifit Ships came to feize upon 
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L E T T E R. Xil!; 

Dated at Niagara, Aug. 2. x681. 

Reprefenting the ttnfavourable If!ue of the Cafiz-2. 
paign, made Jn the lroquefe Country ; the Di_f 
covery of an .Ambuftado, and the ijf_iling of 
Orders for the Author to march with a De
tachment to the great Lakes. p. to• 

L E T 1' E R. XlV. 

• Dated at Miffilimakinac, May 26. x68S. 

c:fhe .Author leaves Niagara, and has an Jncoun
ter with the Iroquefe at the' End of the Land
Carriage. :fhe After-part of his Yoyage. A 

· Dejcription of the Country. He arrives at 
Fort St. Jofeph i11 the Mouth of the Lake of 
Hurons. .A D etachmetJt of the Hurons arrive 
at the fame Place. After an Engagetne!Jt, 
they fit out for Miffilimakinac. A jlrange 
.Adventure oj' Mr. de la Salle's Brother. 
Miffilimakinac deftrib' d. p. So. 

LETTER. XV. 

Dated at Miffilimakinac, Sept. 18. 1688 . 

.Defcribing the Fall call'd Saut St. Marie, where 
the Author ptrjitade.r the !tJh~bitants to join 
the Outaouas, a.nd m~rch again/! the Iroquefe. 
And containing an Account of the Occurren
ces of the Voyage between that Place and Mif-
filimakinac. P· 9'-·· 

a LET 
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t E T T E R. )(VI. 

Dated at Mijfilimakit;ac, May ~s. x68g .. 

Containing an Account of the Author's Depar
ture from, and Return to, Miffilimakinac. 
A Deflription of the Bay of Puants, and itJ 
Tillages. An ample DeflriptiotJ of the Bea
vers, follow'd by the Journal of a remarkable 
J7oyage upo1t the Long River, and a Map of· 
the adjacent Country. p. 1 04 .. 

L E T T E R. XVII. 

Dated at ~ebec, Sept. z 8. 1 68 9: 

The Author fits out from Miffilimakinac to tht 
Colony, and defcribes the Country, Rivers, atzd 
Pqjfts that he fow by the way. .rhe Iroquefe 
make a fatal /Jzcurjio11 into the !Jland of M on
real : Fort Frontenac is abandon' d ; t;'ottnl 
Frontenac is jent to Canada, and th~ Marquis 
of Denonville is recall' d. p. 142. 

L E T T E R XVIII. 

Dated at .ft<!tebec, Nov. 15. 1689. 

GivitJg an Accoun.t of Mr. de Frontenac's Arri
val, his Receptio12, his Voyage to Monreal, and 
the repairing of Fort Frontenac. p. IJI. 

LETTER XIX . 

..;_-.. ,_,,,-~-;..,.:_._ated at Monreal, OCiober 2. 1690. 

upon New:England and 
New<!:! 



A TABLE explaining forrte Terms 
made ufe of in both V{)lumes. 

A 

A
Strolabe is a Mathematicatlnflrument that cmt 
fcarce be ufed i1z the Ocea1z by rea[o1t of thg 
Waves. ~here are two Sorts of them. '.the 

firft are made ufo of by Eaft-India Mafters, at a 
time when the Sea is as fmooth as the Face of a 
Looking-glafs. ~this fort is ferrviceable in taking 
the Height of the Sun, by the means of two little 
Pins, which are bor' d fo as to barve two dioptrick. 
Perforations, that ferve to conduft the Rays of 
light to that Luminary. ~he latter are fuch as the 
Mathematicians commo1~ly make ufo of for Aftrono
mical Obferrvations, a1Jd a~·e furbi/h' d with .~1zi-. 
muths, Atmucantara' s, Loxodromick '.l'ables, aml 
the Concentrick and Bxceutrick '.tables of the Sphere;. 

B 

Bank of New-found-land, or Bank itz general, is a 
rifing Grou1zd in tbe Sea, which jhoots like a Hat be-. 
yond thi other Brims. cfhe Bank of New-found
land has thirty or forty Fathom Water, and is pa:v'd 
with Cod-jijl:J. . 

Bafin, is a bead of jlaguating l.f/atet, uot unlike a 
Pool or Lake. 

Bouteux figniftes little Nets belag'd to the end of. a 
Stick. ifbe Fijhei'men make t~fe of them to catch Fifh 
upon a faudy Gr(,)und, and efpecialty Eels, upon the 
fide of St. Laurence Ri~er. 

Bouts de Quievres, are Nets 1zot unlike Bouteu;t; 
which ferrve for the fame ufo. 

Breaking ground fignifies the weighing Au~hor and 
putti11g to a. -n T !? .gd~ 
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Brigantine, a final! Veffil of one Deck, built of light 

Wood, which ptie s both with Oars and Sails. '"([is 
equally jharp at Prow and Poop, and is built for a 
quick Sailer. 

c 
CaJumet in general fignifies a Pipe, being a Norman 

Word, derh/d from Cha!umeau. ~he Savages do 
11ot underfland this 11-'ord, for 'twas introduc'd to 
Canada by the Normans whe1z they ftrft fettled 
there ; and has flilt continued in ufe among.fl the 
French Planters. 'I'be Calumet or Pipe is caiJ'd 
in the Iroquefe Language Ganondaoe, aml by the 
other Savage Natimzs Poagan. 

Canadefe or Canadans, are the Natives of Canada 
fprung from a French Father and Mother. I1z the 
Ijlands of South-America the Natirves born of 
French Parc1its are called Creoles. 

Capa y d'efpada, A Gafcogne :fit le which the Peo
ple of that Proviuce gave i1z former times by way 
of b·ouy, to the lrfembers of the fupreme Council of 
Canada, becaufe the firft CoU?zfellors wore neither 
Robe nor Sz.vord, but walk' d very gra~ely with a 
Cane i1t their Hands, both in the City of Q_uebeck, 
and in the Halt. 

Caffe tete fignifics a Club, or a Head-breaker. :/be 
Sacvages eaU it Aifan Oufiick, Ouftick fignifying 
the Head, and Affan, to break. 

Channel is a Space of pretty deep Water betwee1t two 
Ba12ks, or between to Sboars. Commonly the Chamtels 
are inclos'd by Flats, mzd for that reafon Bouys or 
Jr!a(ls are fixt upo·n 'em, in ordeY to diretl the Pilots, 
who fteer ,either by thefe :J1arks, or by founding, 
for they would run the Rifque of loafing their Ships, 
if they did 1zot keep exaftly t" the Channel. 

Coaft along, fee Sweep. 
Compafs of Variation. 'qts larger than the ordinary 

Compaffis, and ferrues to point out the i1zequal MfJ
tions of tbe Needle, wbicb Jeans always to the 

North-
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North-Eaft i;z the other Hemifphere, whereas it jliit 
plies to tbe North-tf/eft ; in this, I mean on this 
fide the Equinoctial Line : 'fhe Needle touch' d 
with the Loadflone departs from the true North a 
certain Number of Degrees to the right and left; 
andMariners compute the Degrees of its Departure 
by the means of an Alhidada, a1zd a cfhread which 
divides the Gta{s of the Compafs into two equal 
Parts, and fo jhews the Variation of the Needle at 
Sun-fet, that being the true proper time for making 
the Obfer'Vation ; for at Sun-rijing, and at Noon, 
one may be deccirv' d by Refract ions, &c. 

Coureurs de Bois, i. e. Foreft Rangers, are French or 
Canadefe, fo catt' d from employing their whole Life 
in the rough Exercife of tranfporting Merchandize 
Goods to the Lakes of Canada, and to all the other 
Countries of that Conti11ent, in order to trade with 
the Savages: And in regard that they run in Ca
nows a tboufand Leagues up the Cou11try, 1zotwitb
fla1ldinJ!, the Danger of the Sea and Enemies, 1 take 
it, they jhould rather be called Coureurs de Rif-
ques, than Coureurs de Bois. 

E 
Eddy, or boiling urater, is little lfatery Mountai;;s 

that rife at the Foot of Water-faits or Cataracts, juft 
as we fee the Water plays in the CiflcrJZs of Water· 
works. 

Edge of a Bank, is the jhelving Part of it that ru11s 
jiecp like a 1//all. 

F. 
Fathom, among the French is the Meafure of fix Foot. 
Feaft of Union, a cferm us' d by the Iroquefe to ftgnify 

the renewing of the Alliance between the firve Iro-
quefe Nations. 

Flats are a Ridge of Rocks running under Water from 
o11e Station to another, and riftng within five or fix 
Foot at le aft of the Surface of that Elemet~t, fo as f1J 

hi11de;- Ships, Rarqu~s, &c. to fioa1 upon 'em. 
Fraight 
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Fraight, jig11ijies in this Book the Cargo, tho' in other 

Cafes iu fignijieJ tikewife the Hire or Fare. 
Furl the Sails, jig1zijies the Drawing them up to a 

Heap towards the :r'opmafl, not tong ways as we do 
the Curtains of a Bed,. but from J;etow upwards. 
!This is done by two Ropes, that draw tlp the Sail as 
a String dces a Pttr[e. 

H 
Head-Bars are two rozmd Pieces of Wood, reachi1zg o1t 

each fide from one end of a Canow to the other. 
q'befe are the Supporters of the Canow, for the Ribs 
and Spars are made fafl up1n them. 

K 
Keel of a Ship, is a long Piece of the firongefl WooJ, 

or at teafl [e'Veral Pieces join'd together, to bear the 
great Weight of all the other ifimber. 

Kitchi Okima, is the general Name for the Governor 
General of Canada among att the Savages, whofe 
Languages approach to that of the Algonkins. Kitchi 
fignifies Great, and Okima, Captain. :!'he Iroquefe 
and Hurons call the Go'Vernor General Onnontia. 

L. 
Latitude. E'Very Body knows that it imports the Ele· 

rvation of the Pole, or the Diflance from a fix' d Point 
of tbe Equator. 

Land-carriage fignifies the cfran.fporting of Canows by 
Land from the Foot to the Head of a Catarat!, ot 
from one Rirver to another. 

Light Ships are fuch as are empty without any Carg;.o. 
P. 

Poop is the Stern or After-part of the Ship in 'l.vbicb 
the Rudder is fix' d. 

Precipice of a Battk, fee Edge. 
Prow is tbe Head or Fore-part of a Ship whifb cutJ 

tbe Water firfl. 
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An APP ENVIX, Containingfome 
New Voyages to Portugal and Ven
rnark ; after the Author's Retirement 
from Canada. 

- LETTER. I. 
Dated at Lisbon, April 20. 16 94· 

Containing a Defi·ription ofViana, Porta a Porto, 
Aveiro, Coimbra, Lisbon ; together with a 
Yiew of the Court of Portugal ; and an Ac
count Of the Government, Laws, Cujioms, and 
Humours of the Portuguefe. p. 1 Sj. 

LETTER. II. 

Dated at Tra~emunde, 1 6 94· 

Containing an Account of the Author's Voyage 
from Lisbon to Garnfey ; his .AdvetJture with 
an Engliih Man of War, and an Englifh Pri
vateer : A Deflription ifRotterdam and Am
fterdam ; the Author's Voyage to Ham burgh; 
the Dimen.ftons of a Flemifh Sloop; a De-
Jcription Of the City of Hamburg ; the .Au
thor's J-ourney jro1n thence to Lubeck, and a 
DefcrijtiotJ of that City. p. 2.1 1 ~ 

LETTER. III. 

Dated at Copenhagen Sept. 1 !1. I 6 94; 

Containing a Difcription of the Port and City oj 
Copenhagen; a Yeiw of the Daniili Court at;;{ 



of the Humours,. Cujloms, Comn2erce, Poro.,t0 
&c. of the Danes. p. zz6. 

LET T ER IV. 
Dated at Paris, Decemb. z 9· 16 94· 

Containi11g a JmtYfJal of the .Aurhor's cfravelJ 
from Copenhagen to Paris. p. 2.44· 

LETTER V. 

Dated at Erleich, July 4· I 6 94· 
Giving a Vtew of the 8uperjlition and Ignorance 

of the People)f Bearn; their .Addillednefs to 
the Notions of IVitt:hcrajt, Apparitions, t;c.c. 
And the .Author's .Arguments again} that 
Delujion. p. ZSS• 

LETTER VI. 

Dated at Hu1fa, July 1 1. I 6 95· 

Containing an .Account if the .Author's FJcape and 
'Journey to Spain; his being taken up Jor a Hu
gonot, and the Ignorance and Bigotry of the 
Curates and PeopleofBearn in France. p. z68. 

LETTER VII. 
Dated at Saragoza, Q[fob. 8. 16 JS· 

Containing a Deflriptio1J ofSaragoza; a flew of' 
the Government if Arragon, and an .Account 
of the Cujloms of the People. p. z 7 4· 

Ajhort DiCiionatJ of' the Language of the Sa-
vages. P· 287. 

Some 
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that Place; hut is di.fappointed, and jheer s rf(. 
Yhe Reafln why the Englifh have bad Succefs itJ 

alJ their EnterprizeJ beyond Sea. :The Author's 
Adventure with the Governor of Placentia. 
His Departure for Portugal. .An Engagement 
with a Flufhing Privateer. p. 19 3· 

Memoirs of North-America. 

Containing a Geographical Defcription of that 
vajl Continent; the Cuftoms a11d Commerce of 
the Inhabitants, &c. p. !lo 3· 

A fhort Deflription of Canada. p. 20 5· 
.A Li(l of the Savage Natiolls ifCanada. p. 23c. 
A L~jJ of the Animals if Canada. p. !l3:l· 
.A Defcription of fuch Animals or Beafts as are 

110t mention' din the Letters. P· 2 3 3· 
.A Lift of the Fowl or Birds of Canada. p. !l37 . 
.A Dejcription of foch Birds as are 11ot accounted 

for in the Letters. p. 239· 
A DefcriptiotJ of the Infeels if Canada. p. 242. 

1he Names of the fifo of_ Canada. p. 243· 
A Deft_ription of the F[jb that {lre not mention' d 

in the Lett~rs. P· Z44· 
~he 1"rees and Fruits ofCanada. P· 247· 
A DeJcription of. the above-n~ention' d :frees. 

. P· 1-48 • 
.A Ge11eral View of the Commerce of Canada. 

P· 2 54· 
fhe Commodities truck' d to and agai11 betweetJ 

the French and the Savages. P· 257· 
./fn Account if the Go7,;·ernme11t of~ Canada irz 

~~neral. p. z6ol' 
w . _._1 
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A Difcourfe of the InterejJ of the French ana 

Englifh in North-America. p. l6o. 
A'iable Expl,ining(ome uncommon firms. p. ~76. 

The Contertts of the Second Volume.· 

A Di.fcourfl of the Habit, Hoifes, Complexi
on and Temperameftt of the Savages of 

N orth-America. p. 1. Vol. z. 
Ajbort View ofthe Humours and Cujloms of the 

Savages. P· 7· 
~he Belief of the Savages, and the Objlacles of 

their G"onverjion. p. I 9· 
'The way of Worfhip uld hy the Savages. p. !.9· 
A11 Act:ottnt of the .Amottrs and Marriages of 

the Savages. P· 34· 
A VieuJ rf the Diflafls atJd Remedies of the Sa-

vages. · p. 45· 
(he Diverftons of Hunting and Shooting u[ual 

among the Sa?Jages. p. 55· 
!The Military .Art of the~Savages. p. 71: 
A View of the H~raldy and the Coats of Arms 

of the Savages. p. 84 • 
.An Explication of the Savage Hierogl yphicks. 

p. 86. 

A Conference or Dialogue between the Author 
and .Adario, a noted Man among the Sava
ges, 

Containing a Circumftantial View of the Cttjloms 
r:rnd Httmour s of, that People" p. 90. 
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AT ABLE~ 279 
~ 

Quarter. :I'bo? the Word .f<.Jtarter in a Maritime 
Senfe, is not well explain'd; I put the Meaning of it 
to be this. :I'he North ~arter comprehends the 
Space that lies between North-Weft and North-Ea./f. 
!the Bafl ~arter runs from N{)rth-Eafl to South
Ea.ft. :the South ~arter comprehends that part 
of the Heavens that falls between South-Ea.ft and 
South-Weft : AnrJ the Weft ~arter extends [ro1n 
South-Weft to North-Weft. 

R. 
Refitting of a Ship, fignifies the repairi1tg and dreffi11g 

of it, and putting it into a Condition to fait, by put
titzg i1t new Planks, caulking the Seams, &c. 

Ribs of a Canow, are much like thofe of a Pink, only 
there's this Difference, that they line the Canow only 
01~ the In-fide from one Head Bar to another, upott. 
which they are inch as' d. ~hey have the Thicknefs 
of three Crowns, and the Breadth of four Inches. 

Ruche, an lnftrumentfor jijhing, refembting_ a Bee-hit(.;•e 
s. 

Scurvy, is a Corruptio11 of the Mafs of Blood. :there are 
two forts of it; one called the Land Scurrvy, wbich 
loads a Man with Jnfir;lzities that gradually bring him 
to his Grave; the other is the Sea Scurvy, whtch i11-
fa1Jibly kills a },fan in 8 Days unlefs be gets a-jhoar. 

~hieve, i. e. Row the wrong !Fay, in order to affi'fl the 
Steer[man to fieer the Boat, and to keep tbf! Boat it~ 
the Channel. · 

Shoot. ifo }hoot a !Fater-fazt or Catarart, implies the 
rutmiug a Boat down thefe dangerous Precipices,fol
lowing the Stream of the !Fat er, and fleerhzg very 
nicely. 

Sledges are a Conveniency for travelling, built in ai$ 
oblong quadrangular Form, upon trzvo Ptec~s of tf/ood, 
which are 4 Foot long, and fix Foot broad; ttpo;J the 
Wood there are ferverat Pieces of Cloth or llide 
nait'd to keep tbe Wind off. :(heft two Pieces of 

. • {f~qd 



18o A T A B L E~ · 
Wood are rvery bard, and welt fmooth'd, that they 
may flide the better on Snow or Ice. Such are the 
Horfe Sledges. But thofe drawn by Dogs are open, 
and made of two little Pieces of hard, fmooth, and 
.fhining Wood, which are half an Inch thick, s Foo-& 
· long, a1Jd a Foot and a half broad. 

Spars are little Pieces of Cedar Wood, of the q'hicknefs 
of a Crown, and the Breadth of! Inches, and as long 
as they cat~ be made. ~hey do the fame Scr'Vice to a 
Canow, that a good Lining does to a Coat. 

Stand in for Land,jignifies to fail dire{/ly towards it. 
Steer a Ship, imports the managi1zg of a Ship by the 

mca;u of a Rudder, (as we do a Horfo with a Bri
dle) when there's U'iud etzough to work her; but tf 
there be no Wind, a Ship is more umnorveable than 
a Gouty Perfon i11 an Elbow Chatr. 

Stem a '.tide or the Current of a Rirver, i. e. to fail 
ay:,aiufl the Current, or to jlcer for tbe Place from 
whence the 'Iides or Currents come. 

S~rike, to jirike the Sails or Flag fignifies the lowering 
of 'em, -whether it be to fubmit to an Enemy, or by 
reafon of high lf/inds. 

Sweep a Coaft, fignifies to fait along the Coaft fide at a 
reafonable Diftancc. 

T 
Top-gallant-Mafisare two little Mafts fetuponthe.two 

'I()p<Mafts, and harvc t'lVO Sails fitted fot: 'em. 
Top-Sails t4re two Sails fitted for the two q'op-Mafts, 

which jla71d direffly aborve the.two great Mafts. · 
Traverfe. 'I'o tra'Verfe ftgnijies failing Zigzag, or from 

fide to .fide as a drunken Mm~ reels, when the Wind 
is contrary, for then they artJ obJig'd to tack fome
tzrnes to the right, mtd fometimes to the left, keep ... 
mg as netw to the tf7incl as they ca1z, in order to 
make what 1.vay they can, or at leaft to prervent their 
Jofing Ground. 

Tree of Peace, a Symbolick M~taphor for Peace itftif. 










