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By the E D 1 T 0 R. 

THE writings of Dr. Franklin need 
no other preface than his charaél:er 

and li fe. - A few words therefore will 
explain all that is neceifary concerning 
this colleétion. 

To fecure the reader from the a ppre
henfion of omijjions and interpolations,. the 
place whence each piece is taken, is ge
nerally expreffed; or, if the notes are 
filent on this head, an original copy is to . 
be underfl:ood, to vvhich the editor ftill 
retains accefs.-It was chiefly for thefe 
purpofes of authentication, that notes we~e 
originally provided: But as it was con
fidered that this work might be read not 
only by Engl.iilimen and A1nericans, but · 
by foreigners and pofleri ty; other no-tes 
of explanation and anecdote were occa
fionally added, which will be fet aGde by 

A 2 other 



iv PREFACE by the EDIT 0 R. 

other editors, in proportion as they are 
judged fuperfluous or in1proper. -In the 
m!fcellaneous part of the colleétion how
ever, thefe humbler bounds have been 
confiderably exceeded ; the tem ptation 
for which, will appear in the places in 
quefl:ion. The not s in particular, fol
lowing the '' Conjeflures on the Aurora 
" Borealis," were drawn up in confe
quence of attacks this paper had fuf±èred 
among thp editor's private friends. Ho\V 
far his zeal \vill jufiify their infcrtion here, 
is le ft t6 a candi cl public. But the con
jeélures of great men {peak a ftrong lan
guage. " The matter in que!hon, ~' they 
fay " contradiéts nothing \Vithin their own 
" kno,vledge, and they rifq ue a portion 
" of their reputation upon its tru th : '' 
Proofs fufficient to fatisfy their candor 
and caution, they acknowledge to be 
\Van ting; But fuch Lints furely deferve 
fiudy and refpeél:.-Cc nSderable liber
~:e~. have be.en taken \Vith the poù;ting, 
ttaücs, &c. In thefe pa pers; for moft of 
the copies hein~ found imperfeét or un .. 
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fyftema tic in thefe particulars, forne de
gree of uniformity was judged allowable, 
if attended with proper advertifement and 
apology. The editor n1ay not perhaps at 
ail times have fucceeded in his O\Vn in
tentions; but he conceives that the public 
will take more exception at his interfer
ence, than Dr. Franklin. . 

The tin1es appear not ripe enough for 
the editor to give expreffion to the affec
tion, gratitude, and veneration, he bears 
to a writer he has fo intimately fl:udied : 
Nor is it wanting to the au thor; as hiflory 
lies in wait for him, and the judgment of 
mankind balances alreadv in his favor. 

~ 

The edit®r willies only that other readers 
may reap that improvement from his pro
duébons, which he conceives they have 
rendered to himfelf.-Y et perhaps he may 
be excufed for fiating one opinion : He 
conceives that no man ever made larger 
or bolder gueties than Dr. Franklin from 
like materials in politics and philofophy, 
which, after the fcrutiny of events and 
of faét, have beeu mor.e complete! y verified. 
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Can Englijhmen read thefe things, and not 
figh at recolleéting that the country which 
could produce their author, was once with
out controverfy their own!-Yet he who 
praifcs Dr. Franklin for mere a6ility, praifes 
him for that quality of his mind, which 
fl:ands lowe ft in his own efl:eem. Re ader, 
whoever you are, and how much foever you 
think you hate him, know that this great 
man loves y ou enough to wilh to do you 
good: 

!-lis country's friend, but m~re of hum an kind. 

THE 
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G E·N ER AL P 0 tITI CS, 

N. B. Al! ·the Papers under this divijim are d!J!inguijhed by the 

_ letters G. _P. placed in th~ 1:unnfn_g !title at the head of each ieaJ. 
• ' 1 

J l 

0 B sE R v AT 1 oNs éonc~fning : thê Increafl of 
Mankind, Peoplirtg · qf~ Countties, &c. · 

' ' d 
; Written in P~nfylvania, · ITS 1 *'•. · · · · 

• 1 J. 

. -
i: TA BL_E·S of the proportion_ of marriag~s 
. . tu btrths, .of deaths to btrths, of mat-

riages to . ~he n_umher of inhabitants, &c. 'formed 
on obfervations inade upon the bil ls of mortality:r 
chriftenings, &c. of pôpulous cities, will ·not {uit 
countrz:es; n.or will_ tapies fo_rmed on obfervatjons 
made on full- fettled· old ceuntries-, ·as Eurole, 
fuit new countries," as Amerù:a. .. -

2. For ,people incre~fe in proportion to the 
nurnber of marriages, and that is greatèr in pro
portion to the eafe and convenience of fupporring 
a family. When families can be eafily fupported, 
more ·perfons rn arry, and earlier iq life.· ·.· 

' 
"" [This and the following paper only, have appeared.. irr the 

linllifl Edition of Dr. Franldin's Works. E.] 

B 3· In 
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3· In cities where ali trades, occupation~, 
ând offices are' fulÏ, many delay warrying, till 
they can fee how to bear th~ ch~~ges of a family_; 
which charge~ are g~ët~r 10 pt1~s~. as luxury IS 

more common : many live fingle during life, and 
c(>11tinqe fervants to farpilies, journJ:yf!leq to 
traders, &c. Renee cities do not, by natural ge
n(Zration, fupply themfdves with illhilPÏtapts ~ ~1\e 
d,eath~ Clre mQre tban the births. 

4· In countries full fettled, the cafe muft be 
nearly the fame; ali lands being occupied and 
improve4 to the heiglltl}, thofq who cannot &CJt 
land, mpft labour for others that have it; when 
labourers are plenty, theîr wages will be Iow; by 
low wages ~ famiiy is fuppDrted with difficulty; 
this difficulty deters many from marriage, who_, 
ther~for~, Jpng çolltinue f.ervants and jin;lc.
O~~y as the cities · take fupplies of peopl~ from 
~he country, and thereby ma~e a lüde more 
room in the copntry, marriage is a little more 
~ncouraged there, qlld the births e~~ the 
dea th s. 

5. G.çeat part of Europe is full fettled with huf
bandmen, manuf~éturers, &c. and therefon: can
not now much encreafe in people. Ameriça is 
chie~y occupied by Inçlians, who fubfift mofily 
by hunting.-But as the hunter, of ali rnen, re
quires the greateft quantity of land from whençe 
to draw ~!s fubfifience, (the huibqndm~n fubfift
ing on much lefs, the gardener on fiill lefs, and 
the man~faéturer requiring leaft of ail) the Eu
ropeans found America as fully fettled as it weil 

cou~ 
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could be by hùnters; yet thefe having l-arge 
traéts, were eafily prevailed on ta part with por
tions of tettitory to the new corners, who did not 
much interfere With the natives in hunting, and 
furnifued them with many things they wanted. 

6. Land being thus plenty in America, and fo 
cheap as that a labouring man that underfl:ands 
hufbandry, can, in a fhort timel fave Il?oney 
enough to pprchafe a piece of new land, . fufficient 
for a plantation, whereon he may fubfift a fami1y i 
fuch arc: not afraid to m~rry ; for if they even 
look far enough forward to confider how their 
cthildren, when grown up, ~re to be proviqeq 
for, they fee that more land is to be had at rates 
equally eafy, ali circumftances ç:onfidered. 
- 7. Hence marriages in America are more gene"' 
rai, and more generally early than in ~urop~. 
Aad if it is reckoned there that theré Îs but onè 
marriage per .Annum among 10~ perfon~, perhaps 
we may here reckon two ; and i( in Europe th ~y 
have but four births to a marriage, (many of their 
marriages being la te) we may here reckon eigh t J 

of which, if one half grow up, and our marriages 
are made, reckoning one with another, at twenty 
;rears of age, our people muft at leafi: be doubleq. 
every twenty years. 

8. But notwithfl:anding this increafe., {o vall: is 
the territory of North America, that it will require 
~any ages to feule it fu1ly; and till it is fully 
(ettled, labour will never be cheap here, where 

. ·no man continues long a labourer for" others, but 
gets a plaQtation of his own; no man continues 

B 2 lon~ 
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long a journeyman to a trade, but goes among 
thofe new fettlers, and fets up for himfelf, &c. 
Hence labour is no cheaper now, in Penfylvania. 
than it was thirty years ago, though fo many 
thoufand labouring people have been imported 
from Germany and lreland. 

9· The_ danger, therefore, of thefe colonies 
interfering with their mother country in trades 
that depend on labour, manufaél:ures, &c._ is too 
remote to require the attention of Great Britain. 

10. But in proportion to the increafe of the 
colonies, a vail: demand is growing for Britiili 
manufaétures; a glorious market, wholly in the 
power of Britain, in which foreigners <.:annot in
terfere, which will increafe, in a ihort time, even 
beyond her power of fupplying, though her whofe 
trade iliould be to her colonies * * * .. 

12. It is an ill-grounded opinion, that by the 
labour of Jlaves, America may poffibly vie in 
cheapnefs of manufaétures with Britain. The 
labour of !laves can never be fo cheap here, as 
the labour of working men is in Britain. Any 
~ne may compute it. Interefi: of money is in 
the colonies from 6 to I o per cent. Slaves, one 
with another, co fr 3 o !. fier ling per head. Reckon 
then the interdl: of the fidl: purchafe of a flave, 
the infurance or riique on his life, his cloathine
and diet, expences in his ficknefs, and lofs of 
ti me, lofs by his negleét of buiinefs, ( negleét is 
natural to the man who is not to be benefited 
by his own ca re or diligence) ex pence of a driver 
to keep hin1 at work, and his pilfering from time 

t() 
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to time, almoft every ilave being, from the na
ture of ilavery, a thief; and compare the whole 
amount with the wages of a manufaéturer of.iron 
or wool in England, you wil1 fee that labour is 
much cheaper there, than it ever can be by ne
groes here.-Why then will Amen"cans purchafe 
fiaves? Becaufe ilaves nny be kept as long as a 
man pleafes, or has occafion for their labour ; 
while hired men are continually leaving their 
mailer ( often in the midft of his bufinefs) and 
[etting up for the.mfelves. § 8. 

I 3. As the increafe of people depends on the 
€ncouragement of marriages, the following things 
mull: diminiili a nation, viz. I. The being con
guered. For the conquerors will engrofs as 1nany 
offices, and exaét as much tribu te or profit on the 
labour of the conquered, as will maintain them 
in their new efiabliiliment ; and thi~ diminiihing 
the fubfiftence of the natives, difcourages their 
marriages, and fo gradually diminifues them, 
while the foreigners increafe. 2· Lqfl of terri
tory. Thus the Brifons being driven into Wales, 
and crowded together in a barren country, infuf
iicient to fupport fuch great"nurnbers, dim!nilhed, 
till the people bore a proportion to the produce; 
while the Saxons increafed on their abandoned 
lands, till the iiland became full of Engliili. And, 
were the Englijh now driven into Wales by forne 
foreign nation, there. would, in a few year_s, be no 
more Engliilimen in Brîtain, than there are now 
people in Wales. 3. Lofs of trade. Manufaétures 
exported, draw fub!iftence from foreign cou(ltries 

l3 3 for 
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fot numbérs; who are thereby enabled to marry 
and raife families. If the nation be depri ved of 
ahy branch of trade, and rt.o n~w employment ~s 
fo und for her peoplé occupted 10 that branch , rt 
Will foon be depri ved of fo many people. 4 · L_?ft 
qf food, Suppofe a nation has a fi!htry, whtc.h 
pot·only emplo~; s great numben;, but makes the 
food and [Li bfifience of the people cheaper : if 
a·nother nation becomes mailer of the feas, and 
prevents the fifhery, the people will diminifh in 
proportion as the lofs of employ, and dearnefs of 
provifion, make it more difficult to fubfift a fa .. 
mily~ 5, Bad gov~rnment and inficure property. 
Peopl~ n.ot only 1eave fuch a country, and, fèttling 
abroad, incorporate with other nations, lote their 
pative langua~e, and become foreigners; but th~ 
jndt.Jfiry of thofe that retnain being difcouraged, 
the qu~ntity of fLibfiftence in the country" is ]ef .. 
,fened, and the fupporr of a family becomes more 
difficult. So heavy taxe.; tend to diminifu a people. 
6. 'fhè in.troduélion o/JlavfS. The negroçs brought 
jn~o. the En3lifh .fugar-iflands, have greatly di .. 
mw~lhed t~e WhJtes there,; the poor are by this 
means depnved of employment, whilç a few fa
mili.e~ açquir~ va.Q efiates,· which they fpend on 
forçJgn lq~unes; and educating their children in 
th~ h~bit of thofe luxuries, the fame income is 
nee_çled. for the fupport of one, that might have 
Jllam~~med one hundreà, The whites who have 
flavt!s~ not labouring, ~re enfeebled, and ther~
fore no~ fo gener-ally _prolific i t~e Oaves being 
W9fke<l tgg hard~ ~nd dl fed, t4elr ccmftitutiops 

aro 
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are broRèri, a_rid the deaths afrtong thêm àré ftiOti · 
than the births ~ fo that â continuai fupply Is 
needëd ftom Africa. The ndrthérn èolôiilès 
havi-ng few !lavés, increafe in whites. SÎàves 
~lf<1 pèjoraté th~ families th at ufè thëtn; , thè 
whitë éhildreil become proud, difgûll:éd with 
labour, ànd being educàted in idleüefs, aré tèil.;. 
dered unfit to get à living by induilry._ 

1 4~ Hence tl1e princè th at acquires nèw tetri
tory, if he finds it vacant, or temoves thè nàtivès 
to give his own peoplë toom ;-the legiflator that 
tnakes effeétuallaws for promoting of ttade; in
creafing emplàynient, improving land by motè · 
or better tillage, providing more food by fi!heries. 
fecuring property, &c.-and the mah thctt invents 
new trades, arts, or manufatlures, or nèw im
ptovements in hufbandry; may be properly called 
thè Fathers of their nation, as they are the caufe of 
the gen~ration of multitudes, by the encourage
ment they afford to marriagè. . 

15. As to privileges granted to the married. 
( fuch as the jus trium liberorum among the RomanJ} 
they may hafren thé filling of a country tha't bas 
heen thinned by war or peililence, or that ha• 
othetwifé vacant territory; but cannot incréa(e â 
pe0ple beyond the means provided for their fub:. 
lifte nee. 

:t-6. Fdreign luxurieg and needlefs manufaél:ures. 
imported and ufed· in a nation, do, by the fame 
reafoning, incre;tfe the people of the nation that 
furniilies them, and dimlni!h the people of the 
nation that uks- thenY.-L~ws, therefore, that 
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prevent" fuch ir:nportations, and, on the contrar~y_. 
promote th~ exportation çf m1nufaél:ures to be 
confumçd in fo~eign cpuntries, may be câlled 
( with r~fpeét to the people that make them) 
generative laws, as by increafing fubfifience they 
,encourage marri age. Such Jaws likervife Hrengthen 
a comHry doubly, by increafing its owq. people, 
and dimini!hing its neigh bours. 

17. Sorne! European nations prudently refufe 
to confume the manufaétures of Eajt J;ulù :
They ihould· likewife forbid them to their cola
nies; for the gain to the merchan t is not to be 
çompare~ with the lofs, by this mean:;, of peo
ple to the na~ion. 

I 8. Home luxury in the great, increa[es thç 
natio11's manufaéturers employed by it, who are 
many, and only tends tp dimirJiîh the families 
that indulge in it, who are few. The greater 
the common fa!hionable expence of any rank of 
people, the more cautious they are of marriage~ 
Therefore luxury !hould never be fuffered ~o be
come {Otnmo,n. 

. I 9~ The. ~reat . increafe of o.ffspring in par
tlc ular. fam1hes, 1s not al ways owing to grea ter 
fec?ndlty o~ nature, but fometirnes to examples 
of mdufiry l!l the heads, and induil:rious edu
cation; by which the children are enabled to 
provide be~t<;,r for themfelves, and their n1arry
~ng earJy IS encouraged from the profpea of 
~oqd fub{iil:ence. -
· zo: If !h~re be a feét, therefore, in our na ... 
tfC?D~ ~hat re~ard fru~ality and indufiry as reli-

ei9US 
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gious duties, and educate their children therein, 
more th an others commonly do; fuch feét muft 
çonfequently increafe more by natural genera
tion, th an any other feét in Britain. 

z I. The importation of foreigners into a 
country that has as .many inhabitants as the 
pr.:fent employments and provifions for fubfift
ence will hear, will be in the end no increa[e of 
people; unle{s the new-co-mers have more in
duftry and frugality than the natives, · and then 
~bey will provide more fubfifl:ence, an~ increafe 
in rh<; country; but they will gradually eat the 
.patives out~-Nor is it neceffary to bring in fo
reigners to fill u p any occaiional vacanty in a 
country; for fuch vacancy (if the laws are good, 
§ l4, 1 6) will foon be filled b y natural genera
tion. Who- can now fi nd the vacancy made in 
Sweden, France, or other warlike nations, by 
the plague of h_eroifm 40 years ago; in France, 
by the expulfion of the Protefiants; in England, 
by the fettlement of ber colonies; or in Guinea-, 
by a hun.dred years exportation of flaves, -that 
has blackened half America ? -The thin nefs of 
the inhabitants in Spain, is ovving to national 
pride1 and idlenefs, and other cauiès, rather 
than to the expulfion of the Moors, or to the 
111aking of new ièttlements. . 

22~ There is, in fhort, no bound to the pro
lific nature of plants or animais, but what is 
made by their crowding and interfering with each 
other's means of fubfifience. Was the f2ce of 
1he ~arth yaçant of other plants, it might be gra-

. dualiy 
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dually fowed and overfpread with bne kind only; 
a's for inftance, with fennel; and were it ernpty 
ôf othet inhabitants, it might, in a few ages, bè 
replenifl1ed from qde nation only, as for in-. 
1hncé, with Englijhmen. Thus there are fup
pofed to hé now upwards of one million of Eng
li/h fouls in North Amer/ca ( though it is thoughf 
fcarcè So,ooo have been brought over-fea *) and 
yet perhaps there is not one the fewer in Britainj 
but rather many more, on account of the employ ... 
tnerH the colonies afford to manufaéturers at 
home. This million doubling, fuppofe but one~ 
in 2 5 years, will, in anothèr cent ury, be more! 
than the people of England, and the greatell 
tnimber of Englijhmen will be on this fide the 
water. \Vhat an acceffion of power to the Bri
tijh empire by fea as well as land ! \Vhat increafe 
of trade and navigation! What numbers of fhips 
and feamen! We have been here but little more 
than a hundred years, and yet the force of our 
privateers in the late war, united, was greatet 
both in men and guns, than that of the wholé 
Britilh navy in queen Elizabeth's time. How 
important an affair then to Britain, is- the pre
fent treaty t for fettling the bounds between ber 
colonies and the French 1 and how careful lhould 
lhe be to fecure room enough, fince on the roon1 
depends fo much the increafe of her people? 

2 3. In fine, a nation v1ell regulated is likè a 
polypus t; take away a lin1b, its place is foon 

• [ N. B. This was written in the year 17 51. E.] 
t ln 1 7 5 1 . t An watet-infeél, we11 known to NaturaH.Its. 

· fup-
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fupplied; eut it in tvyo, and each deficient ~rf 
1hall fp~edily grow out of the part remaini~g • . 
Th us, (tf you have room and fubfiltence enougli) 

as you may, by dividing, make ten polypufer out 
of one ; you may, ot one, make ten nations, 

equally populous and powerful; or ·rathet, in
creafe a nation tenfold ip. numbers and' fttength" 

• * * * * • 
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Extr~s# o/ ~ L~tter from R. J. Efq; of Lond?n, 
to Benjamin Franklin; Efq; at Philadelph1.a; 
~ontaini"ng Remarks on flme d t.he foregomg 

_ Qbflrvatians. 

DEAR SIR, 

I T is now near three years fince I received your . 
excellent 0 bfervations on the Increafe of Man

kind, &c. in which you have with fo much fa
gacity and accuracy lhewn in what manner, and 
by what caufes, that principal means of political 
grandeur is befi promoted; and have fo weil fup
ported thofe jufi inferences you have occafionally 
drawn, concerning the general fi:ate of our Ame
rican colonies, and the views and conduél: of 
forne of the inhabitants of Great Britain. 

You have abundantly proved that natural fe
cundity is hardly to be confidered; becaufe the 
"VÎS generondi, as far as we know, is unlimited, 
and becaufe experience lhews that the numbers 
of ~aÜ0)1S are altogether governed by collateral 
caufes ; and among thefe none is of [o rnuch force 
as quantity of fubfifience; whether arifing from 
climate, foil, improvement of tillage, trade, 
fi!heries, fecure property, conquefi of new coun
tries, or other favourable circurnll:ances. 

As I perfeélly concurred with you in your fen
timents on thefe heads, I have been very de
firous of building fon1ewhat on the foundation 
you have there laid; and was induced by your 

hints 
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hints in the twerlty-firft feél:ion, to ,frEmqle . YO\t 
with forne thoughts on the _ influenc~. · Manners 

have always bad, and are ahvays likely_ to have 

on the numbers pf a people, and their 'political 
profperity in general*. 

The powerful - efficacy . of Mann ers in e~

creafing a people, is manifeft from thJe inftance 

you mention, the §(.gakers; among t~em.· in
dufiry and frugality nmltïplies and exte·n"'ds " th~ 

ufe of the necdfaries· of life." To manaers of a. 
like kind are owing the populou,fnefs of H(J//and, 
-Switzerland, China, Japan, and moft parts of 
lndojlan, ,&c. in every oné of which the force of 
extent of territ'ory and fertility of fo11 1s muiti
plied, or the~r want compenfated by induft.ry and 
fruga1ity. ' · . · . 

Neither. n~ture nor art have contributed much 
to the prbduétion of fubfiftence in Swùzerland, 

~yet we fee fr.ugali.ty preferves;' and even. inc.reafes 
faniilies that live on their fortunes, and which, 
in En gland, we call the Gentry; and .the obfer
vation we cannot but make in the Southern part 

if thù kingdom, that thofe famili~s, induding 
ali fuperior ones, are grad11ally becoming extinét, 
affords the cleareft proof th at lux ury (th at is, a 

greater expence of fubfiitence than in prudence 
~man ought to ~onfume) is as · deftruél:ive as a 

proportionable want of it; but in Scot/and, as ÏJl 
Switzerland, the Gentry, though one with ano-

ther 

• [The following paffage flands inferted at this place in th.c 
original : " The end of every individual is its own private good. 

" The rules it obferyes in the purfcit of this good, are a fyftem of 
" propoiitionsJ 
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ther they have net one-fourth of the income, 
increafe ia number. 
,, ptopofttioP,s, almofl: every one f'ou~ded in autltonty, that is, 
u âenve their weight from the credit gtven to one or more perfons, 
u and not from demonftration. 

'..f .Apd this, ~ the rnoll importa,nt &$ well as the other ai'airs ot 
cc life1 is the cafe even of the wifeft and phllofophical part of the 
., human fpecies ; anli that it fuould be fo Ï5 the lefs drange, wheJl 
i~ we çq~fid,er that it ï,, perhap5, impoaible .to prove,. tli~t 6tils~· 
" 9r Jife it{Çlf, has a_ny C?Ùle:f ~a.lue than what u fet on 1t by authp
., rity. 

" A toDfirmatioo of thi.s may he derivee! ftO!Jl tlte obfetvatiOP,, 
•' ~at in every country il) .the univerfe, happin~fs is (ought upofl 
u a different rtan; and, even in the fame H>Untry, we fee it placed 
_.u- by different ages, profeilions, and ranki of mep, m th_e it~
M JD~nt of ~njoyroen~ utterly unlike. 

" T~ef~ propofiti5>ns, as weil as ethers, framed upon them, 
" becoll.)e habituai by degrees, and, as they govem the determina
" tiop of cu wiH, I _.çal} !b~.D) morqj pa}ip. 

'' There are another fet of habits that have the direaion of the 
~' rnempers of the body, th't I cali therefore mtchaniral ha!Jits. 
'-' 'fhtfe compofe what we c:ommonly ~caU 'Fb_t Art11 )Vhic:h are 
·~ ~Ç)re ~r ~efs li.heral 9.-r tp,çhaniçal, as they more or lefs p~e 
" of a~ftance fr9m the operations of the mind. 

" The rumulus of the moral habits of each i~dividuaJ, is the man
•.è )lers pf th;l.t indivi.c!\1.aJ; ,tJ:!e rlfllflf~"s of the m~nncrs of individua/.s 
" );Ila,ke~ up the maJ}nçrs of a n~tion. · 

" The happ_inefs of in~iviquals Ïi evident! y the ulcim~te end of 
"' pPlitical focic.ty; and political welf:~re, or the ftrength, fpleD
'' ~9~r, and opulençe of the frate, have been alw~ys admitted, both 
" 9y p9litica~ writers, an4 the yaluable part of mankind in general, 
" to cond\(_ce to this end, and are therefore defuable. 

• .~ Tb~ _~:~u(es th~; .advancf or obfuuft any one of thefe thr.ee 
" ~b)e.as, are e~ternal or internai. The latter may be divided into 
" phyficjil, civjl, and perfonal, under which lail head I compre· 
~' beru:! the moral ~nd_ m~chanfc~ h_abit.s of mankind. The phy· 
.f( (l~al caufes ~c pnQClpally çhmate, fo1l, and number of fubj~:fts; 
cc t~e civil are gôver~ment ;tnd laws ; and political welfare is aJ .. 
" ·ways in a ratio compofcd of the furce of the{e p3rticular caufes; 
u i multitude of externat caufes, and all thefe internai ones not 
" only co?troul and qualify, but are conftantly aâing on,' and 
,c, thercby mfenfibly, ;-s well ~as fenfibl~, altering one another, both 
•' for the b,et~er cwft ~e wç,>rie_, and th1s not eji(Ce;Pt~\1g the climatc 
~· i~If.~' . -

And 
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J\nçl h~r~ 1 c;mn9t help rçmarking, by the 
bye., hpw vvell foqn~çd your difiinélipn is be
twe.en the !ncreafe of mankind in old and new
f~ttled yountries_ in ~ener~l.~ and mor~ .particu.:. 
larly, IJ} the c<!fe of faquhes of ·conditiOn. in 
.dmericfl1 where ~heir Expences are l!lo~e con
fin~d to neç~jf~nes, ~nd tqofe necdfanes · ar~ 
~heap, i~ is <;qrpmon to fee above one hundre~ 
per(pn.~ qefcend~d frQm 011e living 9ld man. 111 
/ingkmd. i~ fn~qu~ntly pappen~~ where a man h~ 
Jevèn, eight, or more ·çhildren, there has npt 
p~t:n a d~fcendant in ~he nex:t generation; occa
.fion~d by the difflculties the nu~ber of children 
ha~ brç;pght gn the family, in ft luxurious qear 
~P\.lfltry, and which bave prevented th~ir mar
~ying.-Tha,t this is ~ore owipg to luxury than 
mere W-'U1t~ appears fro111 what I have faid of 
~çptland, ana more plq,iply from parts of.England 
.r~mQte from London; in moft of which thé ne
~eifaries of lif~ ~re nearly a~ dear, in forne deare.r 
tpan in ~oiJ99P ; yet the feople of ali ranks marry 
~~ breed u p childrÇ!n. 

4gain; a·rp9ng-the lower ranks of life, nc_me 
prçd.Ûçe fp f~w çhjldr~n ~s fervan(s. This is, Î{l 

~me m~a.fqre, t<? pe ~ttrib\lted to their fi~uation, 
wh.ich hinder~ m~rri~g~; but ~s alfo to l?e attri~u
~e~ ~o t4~ir }px~ry, ~11d çorruption of m.anners, 
which ~ra gre<ltt~r· thaq am9ng ~PY other fet of 
_Feop,l~ .i.n E.n~l~nd, ?nd i~ the confequencf;! of a 
ne'\rer VlÇW pf the hves an~ perfons of a fupe
ri~r ran~, thqll any inferi9r r~n~, w~thout' a 
prop~r e4~ç~tiçn, Q\Ji~t tq havç. 

The 
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. The quantity of fuhfinence in England has uri .. 
quelliqnably become greater for many ages; and 
_yet if the inhabitants are more nUtnerous, they 
certainly ar~ not fo in proportion to our improve
ment of the means of fupport. I am apt to 
think there are few parts of this kingdom that 
have not been at forne former time more popu
lous than at prefent. I have feveral cogent rea
ions for thinking fo of great part of the counties 
I atn mofi: intimately acquainted with; but as 
tpey were probab1y not ail mo!l: populous at the 
fame time, and as forne of our towns a.re vifibly 
and vafily grown in bulk, I clare not fuppofe, as 
j udicious men have clone, th at En gland is lefs 
peopled th an neretofore.-This growth · of our 
t.owns is. the effeét of a change of manners, and 
.Ünprovement of arts, cotnn1on to all Europe; ·and 
though it is not imagined that it has leffened the 
country growth of neceffaries; it bas evidentiy, 
by introducing a greater confumption of them, 
(an infallible cônfequente of a nation's dwelling 
in towns) counteraéted the effeél:s of our prodi
gious advances in the arts· . ...:..But however fruga
lity may .. fupply the place, or prodigality coun
_teraél: the effetts, of the natural or acquired fub
fiftence of a country; indzijlry is, beyond doubt, 
a 'more effiéacious caufe of plenty, than any natu
tal advantige of extent or fertility. 1 have men
tioned inil:ances of frugality and induil:ry, united 
with extent a~d f~r~ility; in Spain andAjiaMinor, 
we fee frugaltty JOined to extent and ferttlity, 
without induftry; in Ire/and we once faw the 

-fame· > 

. .., 
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fame; Scot/and had then none of them but fruga
iity. The change in thefe two co un tries is obvious 
to every one, and i~ is owing to indufiry, not y et 
very widely diffufed in either.-The effeéts of 
indufi:ry and frugality in England are furprifing; 
both the rent and the value of the inheritance of 
land depend on them grea tl y more th an on na
ture; and this, though there is no confiderable 
difference in the priees of our markets. Land 
of equal · goodnef~ lets for double the rent of 
other land lying in the fame county; and there 
are many years purchafe difference between difFe
rent counties, where rents are equally well paid 
and fecure.-Thus Manners operate upon the 
number of inhabitants: but of their filent effeél:s 
upon a dvil con)Htutz"on, hi~ry and even our own 
experience, yields us abundance of proofs, though 
they are not uncommonly attributed to external 
caufes : Their fupport of a government againft 
external force is fo great, that it is a common 
tnaxim among the advocates of liberty, that no 
free government was ever diifolved, or overcome, 
before the mannen; of its fubjeéts were cor
rupted. 

The fuperiority of Gr~ece over Pajia was fingiy 
owing to their difference of manners; and that, 
though all natural advantages were on thé fide of 
the latter-to, which I might add the civil on es; 
for though the greatefi of all civil advantages,. 
Liberty, was on the iide of Greece, yet that added 
no political firength to her [ otherwife J th an as it 
operated on her manners; and, when they were 

C corrupted, 
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corrupted, the refi:oration of their liberty by the· 
Romans, overturned the remains of their power. , 

Whether the manners of Ancien! Rome were, at 
~ny period, calculated to promote the happinefs 
of individuals, it is not my de.fign to examine :. 
But that their manners, and the e.ffeél:s of thofe 
manners on their governmeht and public conduét, 
founded, enlarged, and fupported, and afterwards 
overthrew their empire, is beyond ail doubt. 
One of the effeéts of their conqueil: furnilhes us _ 
with a firong proof how prevalent manners are 
even beyond quantity of fubfiftence; for, when 

1 the cuftom of befiowing on the citizens of Rome 
corn enough to fupport themfelves and families, 
was become eG:ablilhed, and Egypt and Sicily 
produced the grain that fed the inhabitants of 
Italy; this became lefs populous every day; and 
the Jus trium !iberorum was but an expedient that 
could not balance the want of indufiry and fruga
l ity.-But corruption of manners did not only 
thin the inhabi tan ts of the R oman E mbire; it ren-

.J. 

dered the remainder ùzcapable qf dejènce, long be-
fore its fall , perhaps before the diifolution of the 
republic ; fo that wi thout fianding difciplined ar
m ies compofed of men, vvhofe 1noral habits prin
cipally, and mcchanical habits fècondarily, n1ade 
then1 diftèrent from the body of the people, the 
Roman empiïe bad been a prey to the barbarians 
nuny ages bef:Ore it was.-By the 1:zœhamca! habi ts 
of the w ldiery, I me~m their difcipline, and the 
ar t of war : And that this is but a fecondary q ua
lity, appears frmn the ineq uality that h as in ali 

ages 
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ages been between raw, though we11~difcip1ined 
arrnies, and veterans, and more from the irre
fifhble force. a fing1e nwral habit, Religion, bas 
conf~rred on troops ft;equently neither difciplin~d 
nor experienced . 

The mi1itary tnanners of the Noble/fe in 
France, compofe the chief force of that kingdom; 
and the enterprifing manners, and refilds d!fpo
fitions of the inhabitants of Canada have enabled 
a handful of men to harafs our populous, and, 
generally, lefs martial colonies: Y et neither are 
of the value they feem at firil fight, becaufe, 
overbalanced by the defeét they occafion of other 
habits t hat would produce more eligible political 
good: And military manners in a people are not 
neceffary in an age and country where fuch man
ners may be occafionally formed and preferved 
among men enough to defend the fcate; and 
fuch a country is Great Britain, where, though 
the lower clafs of people are by no rneans of a 
military cafi, yet they make better foldiers than 
even the N oblelfe of France. 

The inhabitants of this country [England,] a 
few ages back, were to the populo us and rich pro
vinces of France, what Canada is now to the 
Britü1l colonies. It is true, there was lefs difpro
portion between their natural firength; but I mean 
~bat the riches of France were ·a real weaknefs, 
oppofed to the military manners founded upon 
poverty and a rugged difpoil tion, then the cba
raét:erof theEngli)h.-But it mu ft be remembe~ed, 
that at this time the manners of a people v1ere 

C 2 not 
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not diftinél: from that of their foldiery: For the 
ufe of fianding annies has deprived a military 
people of the advantages they before had over 
others; and though it has been often faid, that 
civil wars give power, becaufe they render ali 
men foldiers, I believe this has only been found 
true in internai wars following civil wars, and 
not in external ones; for now, in foreign wars, 
a fmall army with ample means to fupport it, is 
of greater force than one n1ore numerous, with 
lefs. This lafi faét has often happened between 
France and Germany. 

The means of fupporting armies, and, confe
quently, the power of exerting external lhength, 
are befr fcund in the indufiry and frugality of 
the body of a people living under a government 
and laws that encourage Commerce; for com
merce is at this day almofi the only jlimulus that 
forces every one to contribute a ihare of labour 
for the public benefit. 

But fuch is the human frame, and the world 
is fo conîrituted, that it is a hard matter to pof
fefs ones-felf of a benefit, without laying ones
felf open to a lofs on ·forne other fi.de; the im
provements of n1anners of one fort, often de
prave thofe of another: Thus we fee indufiry 
and fr· 'gality under the influence of comn1erce, 
(wh1eh 1 call a commercial ij)irit) tend to defirov 
as well as iùppor , the gov rnment it flourifh~; 
undc1·.- Commer, e ped eéts the arts, but more 
the me• hanical th .. n th~ liberal, and this for an 
obvious reafon; it ioftens and enervates the man-

ners. 
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ners. Steady virtue, and unbending integrity, are 
feldom to be found where a fpirit of ,commerce 
pervades every thing; yet the perfeél:ion of com
merce is, that cvery thing fl1ould have its priee. 
We every day fee its progrefs, both to our be
nefit and detrin1ent here. Things that bom· 
mores forbid to be [et to fale, are become its 
objeél:s, and there are few things indeed extra 
commercium. The legifiative power itfelf bas 
been in commerdo; and church livings are feldon1 
given without confideration, even by fincere 
Chrifiians; and for confideration, not feldom to 
very unworthy perfons. The rudenefs of an
cient mi1itary times, and the fury of more mo
dern en th ufiafi:ic on es, are worn off; even the 
fpirit of forenfic contention is ail:onifhingly di
minilhed (a11 marks of manners foftening ;) but 
luxury and corruption have taken their places, 
and feeq1 the infeparable companions of Com
merce and the Arts. 

I cannot help obferving, however, that this is 
tnuch more the cafe in extenfive countries, ef
pecially at their metropolis, than in other places. 
It is an old obfervation of politicians, and fre
quently made by hifl:orians, that fmall fiates al
ways beft pre(erve their manners.-Whether this 
happens from the greater room there is for at
tention in the legifiature, or frotn the lefs room 
there is for ambition and avarice; it is a firong 
ar gu ment, among others, againfi: an i. corpo
rating Union of the colonies i'rt America, or even 
a federal one, that may tend to the future re-

Ç 3 du cmg 
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ducina them unèer one governtnent. Their power, 
wh ile bdilunittci, is lefs, out thelf liberty' as weil 
as manners, 1s more iecure; anCt, con.Gcteri1Jg the 
litt]e danger of any coDqueü to_ be n ade :1p·on 
them, 1 h~ d rather they (bould 1t. ffer ~ Œtt.nng 
through Jifunion, th~n fee the1n under a genera] 
ade1Ïr1ifhation lefs equ~table than that concerted 
at Alb,-:ny >i<-.-I take it, the inhabitants of Pen-
jjlvania are both frugal and induihious bcyond 
thofe of any province m Amerù:a. If ülXury .. .l. ould 
fpread~ it cannot be ext 1 r patccl by laws. ''~ e are 
told by Plutarch, th<tt Piato u[ed to fay, lt 'î.~as a 
hard th:.ng to make la·ws jor the CyrenidnS, a people 
abouncting in plenty and opz.lence.-- _ 

But from \"'h.tt 1 fet O:Jt Vi'Îth, it is evident, 
if I be not mifbk n, that education only can 
ftem the torrent, ar 1d, \Vithout checking either 
true indufiry or frugali ty, pre vent t he 1ordid 
frug ality and 1azine1s of the old Irijh, and 
m::my of the modern Scotch, (I mean the in
habitants of that country, thoiè v;ho leave it 
for another being generall y induihiou ~) or 
the indu11ry mixed \Ùth luxury of this c.1pital, 
from getting ground; and, by rendering ar:Cient 
rnanners f<1rniliar, produce a reconcili. tien be
tween difinterefiednefs "nd conHnerce; a thing \Ye 
often iee, but almo11: alwa.\'S in llH~'n of a liberal 
education. J 
• • .J 

. To con_clude; rzohcn we rzf.-·c-z:.~l finn a people, 
[01l and Lhmate n..ay be tound at lèall: fu._ "ci nt 1y 

~ [Tl,~ .reader will fee an acccunt of this pian in the fubf~.quent 
))Jeet·. E.J 

good; 
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good; inhabitants n1ay be encouraged to fettle, 
and even fupported for a while ; a good govern
nJent and laws may be framed, and even arts may 
be eftabliilied, or their produce imported; but 
many neceifary moral habits are hardly ever found 
among thofe who voluntarily offer themfelves in 
times of quiet at home, to people new colonies ; 
beiides that the moral, as weil as n1echanical 
habits, adapted to a mother-country, are fre
quent1y not fo to the new-fettled one, and to , 
external events, many of which are always un~ 
forefeen. Hence it is we have feen fuch fruit
lefs attempts to fettle colonies, at an immenfe 

· public and private expence, by feveral of the 
powers of Europe: And it is particularly ob
fervable that none of the Englijh colonies be
came any way confiderable, till the neceifary 
manners were born and grew up in the country, 
excepting thofe to which fingular circumfrances 
at home forced manners fit for the fonning a 
new frate. 

-I am, Sir_, &c. 

R. J. 

c 4 . 'l'he 

.. 
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T H E \V A y T 0 w E A L T Ht 

As cleq,rly jhe7.vn in the Preface rf an old Pen~ 

fvlvania Almanack, intitled, PooR RrcHAltD 
J 

IMPROVED. * 

Courteous Reader, 

1 HAVE heard, that nothing gives an authcr (o 
great plea(ure, as to fi nd h is v. 01 ks refpeéHully 

quoted by others . Judge, then, how much 1 
n1ufi have been gratified by an incident I am go
ing to relate to you. I ilopped my horfe lately, 
w here a great nu rn ber of people were colleéted, 
at an <+ué1:ion of merchants goods. The hour of 
the flle not being come, they were conveding 
.on the badnefs pf the times ; and one of the 
çompany cJlled to a plain, dean Old l'vlan, with 
'\-vhite locks, 'Pray, Fatho~ Abraham, v;hat think 
~ you of the times ? Will not thefe heavy taxes 
~ quite ruin the country? How ihall we ever be 

[~ Dr Franklin, as I have been made to underftand, for many 
l'e•l s p lh)lifhed the Penjj1vania Almanack, called Poor Richard 
l Sau1:ders J, and furniihed it with Yarious fentences and proverbs, 
which had principal reLtion to the tapies of " induilry, attention 

; " to one's own bufinefs, and frugality ." The whole or chief of 
fhefe fe:ntences anq _proverbs~ he a~ lait colleél:ed and digefl:ed in the 
abov·e ge, cral prefac~, wh1ch lus countrymen read with much 
fl.vidJty .:md 1- rof. t. 

~1. [Juho1;4rg, the French tran!lator of Dr. Franklin's works, en
titres tht~ Pe.i;Iv~n:'an A1m<.nack, Le pau.<ure Henri a fin aijê; tQ 

f>.Y9iq ~he jeu df m"'!• i~ caf.,. he h<>d written Pauvre Rùhard. E. J 
.' ~~~; 
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~ able to pay -them? What would you advife us 
c to '?'--Father ..(lbraham fiobd up, and replied, 
' If you would have my advice, 1 will give it 
' you in · !bort; ~'for a word to the wife is 
" enough," as Poor Richard fays.' They joiued. 
in defiring him to fpeak. his mind, and gather
ing round hirfl, he proceeded as fol19ws: 

' FR I E N D s, fays he, the taxes are, indeed, 
' very heavy, and, if thofe laid on by the go
c vernment were the only ones we had to pay, 
~ we might rnore eafily difcharge them; but we 
~ have many others, and much more grievous to 
~ forne of us. We are taxed twice as much by 
~ our idlenefs, three times as much by our pride, 
' and four times as much by our folly; and 
' from tHefe taxes the commiffioners cannot eafe 
' or deliver us, by allowing an abatement. 
' However, let us hearken to good advice, and 
' fomething may be done for us; '' God helps 
·~ them that help t~emfelves," as Poor Richard 
~ fays. 

' I. It would be thought a hard government that 
' lhould tax its people one tenth part of their 
' time, to be employed in its fervice: But idle
' nefs taxes many of us much more; f1oth, by 
' bringing on difeafes, abfolutely !hortens life. 
" Sloth, 1ike ruf1:, confumes fafier than labour 
'' wears, whiJe the ufed key is a1ways bright," 
' as Poor Richard fays. '~ But doit thou love 
•' ~ife, thep ~e not fquander time, for that is the 

· 4' ftuff 
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u fiuff life is made of,", as Poor Richard fays. 
· ~ How much more !han is neceifary do we fpend 
~ in fleep ! forgetting that, '' The fleeping fox 
., catches no pon1try, and th~t there will be 
" fleeping enough in the grave;'~ as Poor Richard 
' fays. 

" If time be of ali things the mofi pre JOüs, 
" wafiing time muft be," as Poor Rtch~trd 
' Yays, " the greatefl: prodigali ty ;" fi.' c:e a, 1e 
' elfewhere tells us, "Loi1 tin1e is nsver f .J J•1 l 
'' a gain; and wh at we call ti me eT,~:mg.:-1 , a: w JjS 
" proves little enough :" Let us tl1en up end 

' ~ be dàing, and doing to the purpoiè; io ny di
' ligence iliall we do m.Jre with Jefs p e: rpkx1ty. 
cc Sloth m akes aH things difficult but induftry 
" all eafy; and, He th,lt rifeth late, mui1: trot 
" all day, and iliall fcarce overtake . his bu
" finefs at night; whi1e lazinefs travels fo ilowly, 
" that poverty ioon overtakes him. Drive thy 
" bufinefs, let not that driv..: thee; and earl y to 
" bed, and e:1rly to rife, n1:1kes a man healthy, 
" wealthy, and wife," as Poor R :"chard iàys. 

' So what fignifies wiihing and hopi:1g for 
' better times ? \Ve n1ay make thefe times bet
' ter, if \Ve befiir ourièlves . " lnduftry need 
" not wiili , and he t11at lives upon hope \vill 
" die fafiing . 'Ihere ~re no g::tins without pains; 
" then help bands, for I have no lands ,'' or, if 
' I have, they are fmartly taxed. " He that 
" hath a trade, hath an efb te; and he that bath 
" a call~ng, hath an office of profit and honour," 
~ as Poor Ricbard fays; ~ut then the tra.de mull: 

·· ~ be 
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~ be worked at, and the calling well followed, or 
' neither the eftate nor the office will enable us 
~ to pay our taxes. -If we are indufl:rious, we 
' ihall never fl:arve; for, " at the working man's 
" hou[ç- hunger looks in, but dares not enter." 
' N or wi1l the bailiff or the confiable enter, for 
~' Indufiry pays debts, while defpair increafeth 
" th eJn. " \ Vh(lt though you have found no trea
' fure, 'nor bas a-ny rich relation left you a legacy, 
" D iligence is the mother of good luck, and God 
" gi v es all thi n gs to induH:ry. Th en plow deep, 
" while fluggards fleep, and you fhall have corn 
" to fell an ri to keè p." W ork while it is called 
'. to day, for you know not how much you may 
' be hindered to-morrow. "One to-day is worth 
" t wo to-morrow s," as Poor Richard iàys; and 
' farther, " N ever leave that till to- morrow, 
" which you can do to-da y." If you were a fer
~. vant, woul d you not be aihamed that a good 

' r; m afier fhou lcl catch you idle ? Are you then 
' your own mafier ? be ailiamed to catch yourfelf 
' idle,_ when tnere is fo much to be clone for 
' yourfelf, your family, your country, and your 
' king . H andle your tools without mittens, re
' m etnber, th at , " The cat in gloves catches no 
~' m ice," as Poor Richard fays. lt is true, there is 
1 much to be clone, and, perhaps, you are weak
~ handed ; b ut Hick to it fieadily, and you will fee 
~ great effeél:s ; for " ConHant dropping wears 
" away fiones; and by diligence and patience the 
F' moufe ate in two the cable; and little firokes 
f ' f~ll ~re at oaks /' 

· ~ Methinks 
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' Methinks I hear forne of you fay, " Muil: a 
" rnan afford himfelf no leifure ?"- I will tell 
' thee, tny friend, wh at Poor Richard fays; "Em
" play th y time weil, if thou meanefl: to gain lei .. 
" fure; and fince thou art not fu re of a minute, 
çc throw not away an hour." Leifure is time for 
' doing fomething ufeful; this leif ure the diligent 
' man will obtain, but the lazy man '1ever; for, 
" A life of leifure and a life of lazinefs are hvo 
~' things. Many, without labour, would live by 
~' their wits only, but they break for want of 
H fi:ock ;" whereas indufiry gives comfort, and 
' plenty, and refpeét. "Fly pleafures, and they 
" will follow you. The diligent fpinner has a 
" large ibift; and now I have a lheep and a cow .. 
cc every body bids me good-morrow. '' 

' IT. But wi th our induitry we mull: like\vife 
' be fl:eady, fettled, and careful, and overfee our 
' own affairs with our own eyes, and not trufi: too 
' tnuch to others; for, as Poor Richard fays, 

" I never faw an oft--rernoved tree, 
" Nor yet an oft-removed farnily, 
" That throve fo well as thofe that fettled be.,, 

' And again, "Three rem ove· is as bad as a fi re;" 
' and agdin, " Keep th) Ü10

1
1_, ~.1 d thy ihop will 

"keep thee;" and again, "Ifyou would have your 
" bu fi nefs do ne, go; if not, iènd." And a gain, 

" l-Ie that by the plough would thrive, 
" Himfelf mufi either hold or drive." 

' And again, " The eye of a mafier will do tnore 
" work tban both his bands;" and again, "'Van~ 

- '' of 
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" of ca re does us more damage th an wan t of know
" ledge ;" and again, " Not to overfee workmen, 
" is to leave them your purfe open." Trufting 
' too much to others care is the ruin of many; 
' for, " In the affairs of this world, men are 
'' faved, not by faith, but by the want of it; ,, 
' But a man's own care is profitable; for, " If 
" y ou would have a faithful fervant, - and one th at 
" you like, ferve yourfelf. A little negleét may 
" breed great mifchief; for want of a naïl the 
" lhoe was loft; for want of a f1we the horfe was 
" loft; and for want of a horfe the rider was lo!l," 
' being overtaken and flain by the enemy; ali for 
' want of a little care about a horfe-ilioe nail. 

' III. So much for indufiry, my friends, and 
' att'ention to ones own bufinefs; but to thefe we. 
' muft add frugality, if we would mak7 our in
' duftry more certainly fuccefsful. A man may, 
' if he knows not how to fave as he gets, " keep 
" his nofe all his life to the grind-ftone, and die 
" not worth a groat at laft. A fat ki tchen makes 
" a lean will ; '' and 

" Many efiates are fpent in the getting, 
" Since women for tea forfook fpinning and 

" knitting, 
" And men for punch forfook hewing . and 

" fplitting." 
" If you would be wealthy, think of .faving, as 
" well as of getting. The Indies have not made 
" Spain rich, becaufe her outgoes are greater 
" than her incomes." 

'Awav 
~ 
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' Away then, with your expenfive follies, a~d 
' you will not then have fo much caufe to compla1n 
' of hard times, heavy taxes, and chargeable fa
' milies ; for 

" Women and wine, game and deceit, . 
" Make the wealth fm all, and the want great." 

' And farther, "What maintains one vice, would 
" bring up two children." Y ou rnay think, per
' haps, that a little tea, or a little punch now and 
' then, diet a little more coil:ly, clothes· a little 
' finer, and a little entertainment now and then, 
' can be no great matter; but remember, "Many 
" a little makes a mickle." Beware of little ex
' pences; "A fmall leak will fink a g reat lhip," 
' as Poor Richard iàys; and again, " Who dain
" ties love, lhall beggars prove ;" and moreover, 

- " Fools make feail:s, and wi(e men eat them." 
' Here you are ail got together to th is fale of 

' fineries and nick-nacks. Y ou call thetn go?ds ; 
' but, if you do not take car~, they will prove 
' evils to iome of you . Y ou expett they will be 
' fold cheap, and, perhaps, they m ay for lefs th2.1~ 
' they co!l:; but, if you h ave no occafion fo r 
' them, they mu!l: be dear to you . Remember 
' what Poor R ichard (Jys, " Buy what t hou hafl: 
" no need of, and ere long t ou Œul t feil th y ne..
" cefiàries.'' And a gain, " A t a great ptn ny
,, worth paufe a while ." He me:!ns, tiut ?Lr
' haps the cheapnefs is < 1 p.1:en t 0'1 ~ , <.:n not 
' real; .or the bargai n, by. i~r.dtening tt1 e .l e1y 
' bufinefs, ma v do th ec tnore h :.um ·han ood . 

J b 

' For in another place he i"..!ys, " .I'vlany ~ · 1ve b-- n 
'' rumed 
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"' ruined bf buying good pennyworths." Again~ 
~ It is fooliili to lay out 111oney in a purchafe of 
'' repentance; " and yet this folly is praét1fed 
' every day at auétions, fdr want of minding the 
' Almanack. Many a one,. for the fake of fi nery 
' on the back, have gone with a hungry belly, and 
,- half 11:arved their families ; " Silks and fattins,. 
'', fcarlet and velvets, put out the kitchen-fire," . . 
' as Poor RiChard fays. Thefe are not the necef-
' [aries of life; they can fcarcely be called · the· 
~ conveniences; and yet only becaufe they look 
' ... pretty, how many want to have them? By 
' thefe, and other extravagancies, the genteel are 
' reduced to poverty, and forced to barrow of 
' thofe whom they formerly defpifed, but who,: 
' thrbugh ·indufiry and frugality, have maintained 
' their ftanding; in which cafe it appears plainly,. 
' thit " A ploughman on his legs is higher than 
'' a' gentleman on his knees," as Poor Richard 
' fays. Perhaps they have bad a fmall eftate left 
' them, which they knew not the getting of; 
' they think. '-' -It is day, and will never be nîght;" 
' that a little to be fpént out of fo much is not 
' worth min ding; but " Al ways taking out of 
" the méal-tub, and never putting in,. foon cornes 
'' to the botton1 ," as Poor Richard fays ; and 
' theb, " When the well is dry; they know the 
" worth of water ." But this they might have 
' known before, if they bad taken his' advice : 
-" If,you wonld know the value of money, go 
" and try to borrow· forne; for he that goes a 
~' borrowing goes a forrowing, '' as Poor Richard 

' fays i · 
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' fays; and, indeed, fo does he that lends to 
' fuch people, when he goes to get it in again.
' Poor Dz"ck farther advifes, and .làys, 

" Fond pride of drefs is fure a very curfe ; 
" Ere fancy you confult, confult your purfe." 

' And again, "Pride is as laud a beggar as vVant, 
" and a great deal more faucy ." When you have 
' bought one fine thing, you muil: buy ten more, 
' that your appearance may be ali of a piece; but 
' Poor Dick fays, "It is eafier to fupprefs the firft 
'' defire, than to fatisfy ali that follow it :" And 
' it is as truly folly for the poor to ape the rich, as 
' for the frog to fwell, in arder to equal the ox. 

" . V eifels large may venture more, 
" But little boats il1ould keep near .lhore." 

' It is, however, a folly foon punilhed; for, as 
' Poor Rz"chard fays, '' Pride that dines on va
" nity, fups on contempt; Pride breakfafi:ed with 
" Plenty, dined with Poverty, and fupped with 
" Infamy." And, after ali, of what uiè is this 
' pride of appearance, for which fo much is 
' riiked, fo n1uch is fuftèred ? It cannat prdmote 
' health, nor eafe pain; it n1akes no increafe of 
' merit in the perfon, it creates envy, it ha!l:ens 
' n1isfortune. 

' But what madnefs mufl it be torun in ddJt for 
' thefe fuperfluities ? W e are offered, by the terms 
' of this fale, fix months credit; and that, perhaps, 
' bas induced forne of us to attend it, becaufe we 
' cannat fpare the ready money, and hope now to 
4 be fine without it. But, ah! think what you do 

' when 
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~ when you run in debt; you give to another 
c power over your liberty. If you cannat pa y 
c at the time, you will be ailiamed to fee your 
c creditor; you will be in fear when you fpeak ta 
-' him; you will make poor pitiful fneaking ex
~ cufes, and, by degrees, 'come to lofe yoÏ:lr vera
• city, and fin.k into bafe, downrjght lying; for, 
., The .fecond vice is lying, the jirjl is ·running 
'' in debt," as Poor Richard fays; and again, to' 
' the fame purpofe, (' Lying· rides upon Debt's 

- ~, back :" whereas a free-born Englijhman ought 
_, not to be ailiamed nor afraid to fee or fpeak 
' to any man living. But poverty often deprives 
' a man of all fpirit and virtue. '·' It · is hard 
" for an empty bag to ftand upright."· Woot 
' would you 'think of that prince, or of that go-
' vernment, who fuould -iifue an ediét forbidding , 
' you to drefs like a gentleman or gentlewon1an, · 
c on pain of imprifonment or fervitude ? W ould 
' you not fay that you were free, have a right 
' to drefs as you pleafe, and that fuch· an ediét 
' would be a breach of your privileges, and fuch 
-' a government tyrannical ? And -yet you are 
' about to p ut yourfelf under that tyranny, when 
' you run in debt for fu:ch drefs ! Y our creditor 
' bas authority, at his pleafure, to ,deprive you 
' of y our liberty, by confining y ou in gaol f~ 
' ]ife, or by [elling you for a fervaot, jf you 
' iliould not be able to pay him. When you 
' have got your bargain, you mfly,- perhaps, 
' think little of payment; b ut, as Poor Richard 
~ fays, " Creditors have better m emories than 

D ' ' debtors; 
1 
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H debtors; creditors are a fuper~tious feét, great 
H obfervers of fet-days and times." The day 
{ cames round before you are aware, and the 
~ demand is made before you are prepared to 
~ fatisfy it; · or, if you bear your deb't in mind, 
' the term., which at fidl: feemed fo long, will, 
' as it kifen.s, appear extï·emely tbort : Time 
~ will feem to have added wings to his heels as 
~ well as his ihoulders. " Thofe have a ihort 
f' Lent-' who owe qlOney to be paid at Eafier.n 
' At prefent, perhaps, yoq may think yourfelves 
1 in thriving circu!l)ftances, and th at you can p~ar 
f a little extravagançç witho1.,1t injury; but 

H Fot: age and want fave while you may, 
" No morning-fùn laits a whole day." 

' Gain may be temporary and uncertain, but ever, 
' while yoq liv~, expence is confiant and certain; 
' and, " It Î& eafier to build two chimneys, than 
ct to keep one in fuel," as Poor Richard fays: So, 
~' Rathçr go tp bed fqpperlefs, than rife in debt.'' 

~' G~t vvhat you can, and what you get hold: 
" 'Tis the fioDe that will turn all your lead 

<e intq gold/' 
" And when yo~ have got the philofopher's fione,_ 
' fure you will no longer complain of bad tin1es~ 
f ·or t4ç: ~ifficulty of paying taxes. 

' IV. This doéhine, my friends, is reafon and 
~ wifdom : But, after ali, do not depend too 
' mueh upon your own inàufhy, and frugality, 
' and prudence, though excellent things; for they 

• ' g1ay flH be l:>laf1~d, wi~ho4t the blefiing of Hea
' ven· 

- c : ~ 
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c ven; and, therefore, a.:lk that bleffing humbly, 
' and be. not uncharitable ~o thofe that at prefent 
c feem to want it, but co.mfort and help them. 
c Remember, Job fuffered, and was afterwards 
' profperous. 

' And now, to conclude, ',' Expçrience keeps a 
" dear fchool, but fools willlearn in no other," 
' (as Poor Richard fays) and fcarce in that; for, 
' it is true, " Vie may give ~dvice, but we can-

. " not give conduét :" However, remember this, 
" They that will fl{)t be counfelled, cannat be 
" helped ;" an~ farther, that "If you will not 
" hear Reafon, . ihe will ·furely rap your knuckles," 
·c as Poor Richard fays.' 

-
Thus the Old Gentleman ended his harangue. 

The peopl_e beard it and approved the doél:rine; 
and immediately praétifed ' the con~rary, juil: as if 
it had been a common ferrrion ; for t}1e auétion 
opened, and they began to buy extravagantly. 
~I found the good man bad- thoroughly Hudied 
my Almanacks, and digefl:ed all I had dropt on 
thofe topics during the courfe of twenty-five 
years. The frequent mention he n1ade of me 
mu fi have tired any one elfe; but my vanity was 
wonderfully delighted with it, though I was 
.cünfcious, that not a tenth part of the wifdom 
was my own, which he afcribed to me, but ra 
ther the gleanings that I bad made of the fenfe 
of ail ages and nations. However, I refolved to 
be the better for the echo of it; and, though I 
h.ad at firft determined to buy !tuff fqr a new 

/ D ~ coat, 
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coat? I went away, refolved to wear my old one 
a little long~r. Reader, if thou wilt do the fame" 
~hy profit will be as great as mine. 

1 am, as e;ver; 

Thine to f~rve thee, 

B.IC~ARD SAUNDERS:t. 

t [This piece has been printed -on a ûngle fueet of paper1 of a 
finall fize fit for framing, and may be ~ad of the publiihe.r of this 
wçrk, ,Prir::ç two-peqce. ~ : ] 
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Plan by . Mtt!Jieurs . Fra~klirt .qnd Dalry1nplG: fit 
benejiting diftant ù~provz'ded Coùntries +· 

) 

' 

·THE. çoq.ntry calleci in the maps New Zealand; 
bas been difcovered by the Endeavour, to be 

two . ifiapds, together as large as Great Br/tain: 
thefe · i!}a_nds~ named A;py .:.:

1
nomarr.vle and 'rovy-

poénnammo~, are inhabited by a brave and 'gene.
.rp~s . rac~1~ who, are defl:itute of t:orn, fo·rpls~ and 
ail quadrypeq1, except dogs. · . 

. Thefe c~r.cumfiances . being mentioned lately, jn 
a company' of men of ·Iibera.l fentiJ:nentst it ,. was 
obferveq that it feemed ùicumbent on fuch a colin ... 
try as this, to cnmmYnÎGate to al! otbers t'hè co.n .... 
Veniéntes Ç>(llfe which we enjoy. 

Dr. Franklin, who(e life bas ever been direéted 
to promo te the true interefi: of fociety, faid, " he 
H would with _ail his heart fub(cribe to a voyage 
" inte1__1ded to communicate in general thofe ben a
" fits which we enjoy, to countries defiitute of 
" them in~ thç ten10te parts of the globe." This 

t [T~efe propofals were printed updn a fheet of paper fonte two 
Ot three years a go, ;;tnçl diil:ribijted. The parts written by Dr. Frank• 
lih and Mr. Dàlrymple are eafily difiinguilhed , 
. By a miil:ake of the prin ter "The way to wealth 1' is put out of 
Îts place, being made to interrupt the courfe of the papers relating 
to the fubfiftence of mankittd, &c. E . J 

p 3 propofition ... . 
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propofition being warm1y adopted by the refl: of 
the company, . Mr. Dalry1nple, then prefent, was 
'induced to otfer to undertake the command on 
fuch an expedition. 

On n1ature refleétion this fcheme appears the 
more honourable to the national charaél:er of any 
which can be conceived, as it is grounded on the 
noblefi: principle of benevolence. Good intentions 
·are often frufrrated by letting them remain indi
:gefl:ed ;_ on this confideration Mr. Dalrymple was 
induced to put the outlines on paper, which are 
now publiihed, that by an early communication 
there may be a better opportunity of colleél:ing 
aH the hints which can conduce to execute effec
t\lally th~ beqevolent purpofe of the expedition, 
in cafe it ihould meet with general approbation. 

On this fcheme _being fhewn to Dr~ -Franklin, 
he communicated his fentiments by way of in
troduél:ion, to the following eifeét. · -

'' Britain i.s faid to have produced original1y 
'' nothing but Jloes. Wh at vafi advantages have 
" been communicated to her by the fruits, feeds, 
" roots, herbage, animals, and arts of other coun
" tries! We are by their-means become a wealthy 
" and a mighty nation, abounding in ali good 
" things. Does not forne duty bence arife from 
" us towards other countries ftill remaining in 
" our former fiate ? · 

" J3ritain is now the firfl: maritime power in 
" the wo:Jd. Her i11ips are innumerable, capable 
" by the1r form, fize, and ftrength, 9f failing 
" ali feas. Our feamen are equally bold, ikilful 

'·' and 
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'' and hardy; dexterous J.n explorîng thé temote!l: 
" region·s, and ready to engage in voyages to 
" unknown countries, t~ough attended with th~ 
" greatefi: dangers. The inhabîtants of thofe 
"' countries, our fellow men, have canoes only, 
" not knowing iron, they cannot build lhips ; 
" they have little aftronoiny, and hd knowlege 
" of the compafs to guide them: they cannot 
" therefore come to us, or obtain any of mil• 
" advantages. From thefe drcumftances, does 
" not forne duty feem to arifè from us to them ? 
" Does not Providence by thefe diil:inguiihing 
" favours feem to call on us to do fomething 
" ourfelves for the comtnbn interefi: of hutna
" nity ? 

" Thofe who think it theit duty tb afk bread 
'' and other bleffings daily from heaven, wouid 
" they pot think it equally a duty to commtmi
" cate of thofe bleffings when they have received 
u thém; and lhow ·their gratitude to their great 
H Benefaél:or by the only means in their power, 

· " promoting the h appinefs of his other childten ? 
" Geres is faid to have made a journey threlugh 

" many countries to .teach the ufe of corn; and 
" the art of rai:fing it. For this fing1e bertefit 
" the grateful nations deified her . How much 
&, more may Engliilimen deferve fuch honour, by 
" communicating the knowledge and ufe no t of 
" corn only, but of ail the other enjoymen ts 
" earth can produce, and which they are now 
' ' in pofieffion of. C ommuniter bona profimdere, 
" Deum ejl. 

D+ H Many 
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" Many voyages have been undertaken w~th 

" views of profit or of plunder, or to gratify 
" refentment; to procure forne advantage to 
" our[el v es, or do forne mifchief to otbers : but 
" a voyage is now propofed to vifit a tli!l:ant 
" people on the other fide the globe; not to 
cc cheat them, not to rob them, not to feize their 
" lands, or enflave their perfons; but merely toda 
'' thetn good, and make them, as far as in our 
c' power lies, to live as comfortably as ourfelves. 

H 1 t feems a lauda ble wifh that ali the nations 
(t of the earth were conneéted by a knowlege ai 
" each other, and a mutual exchange of benefits : 
cc but a cvmr(lercial nation particularly fuould 
" wiili for a general civilization ·of mankind, 
" fin ce trade is al ways carried on to mu ch grea ter 
" extent with people who have the arts and con
" veniencies of life, than it can be with naked 
" favages. \Ve may therefore hope in this un
'' dertaking to be of forne fervice to our country, 
'' as weil as to thofe poor people, who, ho\vever 
"' di!l:ant from us, are in truth related tous, and 
" whofe interefi:s do, in fotne degree, concern 
~' every one who can fay Hom? fom, &c." 

Scheme of a voyage by fitbjcnption, to convey t 
conveniencies of life, as fowls, hogs, goats, cattle, 
corn, iron, &c. to thofe remote regions which are 
defl:itute of them, and _to bring fron1 thence fuch 
produél:ions as can be cultivated in this kingdom 
to the advantage of iociety, in a iliip under the 
command of Alc.vander Dalrymplt!. 
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Catt or Bark, from the coal trade, 
of 3 so tons, dlirnf\ted at about 

:Extra expences, il:ores, · boots, &c. 

[ ..... 2qoo 
. .. 

- - 3000 

T~ be manned· with 6o men at 
41rman qfmonth. 

sooo 

... 

Wages and . 
Provifions 

--

288o ~ annum 

3 

Cargo included, ·fuppofed - - - rsooo 

The expences of this expedition are calculated 
f'or three years; but the greatefi: part of the 
amount of wages will not be wanted till the fhip 
teturns, and a great part of the expence of pro
vifions will be faved by what is obtained in the 
courfe of the voyage by barter or otherwife, tho' 
i t _is proper to make provifion for contingencies .. 

. . 
* * ~ * * * * * * * * * 

ExTRACT 
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ExtraO if a Let ter tô Dr. Perttval, Cbncerning 
the Provf!ion made in China againfl Famine. 

1 HAvE fomewhere read that in China an at
count is yearly taken of the number of people, 

and the quantities of provifion produced. This 
account is tranfmitted to the Emperor, whofe 
minifi:ers can thence forefee a fcarcity likely to 
happen in any province, and from what province 
it can befi: be fupplied in good time. To facilitate · 
the colleéting of this account, and prevent the 
neceffity of entering houfes and fpending time in 
aiking and anfwering quefi:ions, each houi! is 
furnifhed with a little board to be hung without 
the door, during a certain time each year; on 
which board are marked certain words, againft 
which the inhabitant is to tnark number or quan• 
tity, fomewhat in this manner: ___ , _ _,, __ 

Men, 
Women, 
<!:hildren, 
Rice or \Vheat, 
Fle!h, &c. 

All under 16 are accounted children, and ali 
above, men and women. Any other particulars 

which 
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which the governrnent defires information of, 
are occafionally marked on the fame bqards. Th us 
the officer~ apflt>inted ~to collett the accounts in 
each difiriét, have oply to pafs before the doors, 
and enter i~to their book what they find·m.uked 
on the board, rwithout giving the leafi: trouble to 

the family. There is a penalty on marking falfely, 
and as neighbours mufi: know nearly the truth of 
each others account, they clare not expo(e them
felves by a falfe one, to each others accufation. 
Perhays fuch a regulation is fcarcely pra<tieable 
with us*· · 

[,. The above palfage is taken from Dr. Percival's Elrays, V&. 
III. p. z5, being an ~xtraél: from a letter written to him, by Dr. 
Franklin, on the fubjeél: of his obfervations on the frate of popu
-lation in Manche~er and othrr adjaceRt pla,cei. E. J 

Po)itùns 

r 
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Pqfttz"ons to be Examined *. .. 

't. AL L food or fubfill:ence for Iilankirtd 
arife from the earth or waters. 

2. N eceffaries of life th at are not foods, and 
ail other conveniencie~, have their values elli
mated by the proportion of food confumed while 
we are employed in procuring them. . 

3. A fmall people with a large terri tory may 
fu bfifi on the produél:ions of nature, with no 
other labour than that of gathering the vegeta
bles and ·catching the animal s. 

4· A large people with a fmall tetritory finds 
thefe infufficient, and to fubfifi:, mufi:Jabour the 
earth, to make it produce greater quantities of 
vegetable food, fuitable for the nouriihment of 
men, and of the ani~als they in tend fo eat. 

5. From this labour arifes a great increqfe of 
vegeta ble and animal food, and of materials for 
clothing, as flax, wool, filk, &c. The fuper
fiuity of thefe is wealth. With this wealth we 
pay for the labour employed in building our 
houfes, cities, &c. which are therefore only 
fubfifl:ence thus metamorphofed. , ' 

6. MamifaBures are only anotber jbape into 
which fo much provifions and fubfifi:ence are 

* (This article has been inferted in Cf"'he Repifttoiy for filea 
papen 011 A:;rùulture-, /!ru, and /JI!am1faè7ures. Voj. I. page 
350· E J 

turned, 
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turned, as were- equal in value to t\le manufac
tures produced. This appears from bence, that 
the manufaél:urer does not, in faét, obtain from 
the employer, for his labour, more than a tnere 
fubfifience, including raiment, fuel and ilu~lter; 
ail which derive their value from the provifions 
confumed in procuring them. -. 

7· The produçe of the earth, thus converted. 
into manufaél:ures, may be more eafily carried ta 
diftant markets than before fuch converfion. 

8. Fair commerce is, where equal values are· 
exchanged for equal, the expence of tranfport 
included. Th us, if it cofis A in Engkmd as much 
labour and charge to raife a builiel of wheat, as 
it cofis B in France to produce four gallons of 
wine, then are four gallons of wine the fair ex .... 
c~ange for a bu!hel of wheat, A and B meeting 
at half djfiance with their commodities to make 
the exchange. The advantage of this fair com
merce is, that each party increafes the number of 
his enjoyments, having, infiead of wheat alone, 
or wine alone, the ufe of both wheat and wine. 

9· Where the labour and expence of producing
both commodities are known to both parties, 
bargains will generally be fair and equal. Where . 
they are known to one party only, bargains will 
often be unequal, l~nowledg·e taking its advantage 
of ignorance. · 

1 o. Th us he th at carries I ooo bufhels of ' . . 

wheat abroad to fell, may not pr-obably obtain 
fo great a profit thereon, as if he bad firft turned 
. th~ wh.eat into mfl,nufaétures, by fubfifring there-

. ~ith 
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with the wor~men while producing thofe manu
faétures: fince there are many expediting and 
facilitating methods of working, not generally 
known; and ftrangers to the tnanufaétures, 
though they know pretty weil the expence of 
raifing wheat, are unacquainted with thofe !bort 
methods of working, and thence being apt to 
fuppofe more labour employed in the n1anufac
'tures than there really is, are more eafily im
pofed on in their value, and induced to allow 
more for-thern than they are honefi:ly worth. 

I 1. Thus the advantage of having manu
faél:ures in a country, does not confiil:, as is 
commonly fuppofed, in their highly advancing 
the value of rough materials, of which they 
are formed; fince, though fix-pennyworth of 
:flax n1ay be worth twenty iliillings when worked 
into lac~, yet the very caufe of its being worth 
twenty .fhillings is, that, befides the flax, it 
bas coil: nineteen .fhillings and fixpence in fub
fifience to the manufaélurer. But the advan
tage of manufaétures is, that under their iliape 
proviiions tnay be more eafily carried to a fo
reign market ; and by their 1neans our traders 
may more eafily cheat firangers. Few, where 
it is not n1ade, are j udges of the value of lace. 
The importer n1ay demand forty, and perhaps 
get thirty ihillings for that which coll: hiln but 
twenty. 

I 2. Fin ally, there feen1 to be but three ways 
for a nation to acquire \vealth. The firfi is by 
war, as the Romans did, in p.lunderlng their çon

quered 
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quered neighbours. This is ro66ery.-The fecond 
by .commerce, which is, generally cheatz"ng.- Th~ 
third by agriculture, the only hrmefl way; wherein 
man receives a real increafe of the feed thrown 
into the ground, in a kind of continuai miracle , 
)Vrought by the hand of God in his favour, as 
a rewarcl for his innocent life, and his virtuous 
induftry. 

-J~ .. .. 
• .:. • .,.... t .... ~& 1 • ' 
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PoLITICAL Ftt.AGMENTS; fuppifed eitheJ
to be written bJ ·Dr. Franklin, or io contai1t 

jè11timents ne arly al{z!d to hù own__ *. . i 

(§ rJ. Of the Employment of'Izme, dnd of Indo!enc( ;· 
partiçu/ar& as refpeéling the State. ]_ 

A LL that live n:ufr be fubfified: ~ubfiil:~nce 
coil:s fomethmg.· He that 1s 1nduil:nous 

produces, by his indufiry, fomething that is a.n 
equivalent, and pays for his fubfifience : he 1s 
therefore no charge or burd en to fociety. The 
indolent are an expence uncompenfated. 

There can be no, doubt but all kinds of em
ployment that can be followed without prejudice 
from interruptions; work that can be taken up, 
and laid clown, often in a day, without damage; 
(fu ch as fpinning, knitting, weaving, &c,) are 
highly advantageous to a community; becaufe, 
in them, may be colleéted ali the produce of thofe 
fragments of time, that occur in family-bufinefs, 
between the confiant and neceifary parts of it, that 

iiF [The political fragments which are here prefentt:d to the reader. 
were gathered up from the notes, annexed to a pamphlet called Cfh1 
Princip/es of Trade, printed for B1·otbcrtcn and Secï.t·el, London, I Ï( +• 
fecond edition .- The writer of this work fpeaks of affi1l.:ance lent to 
him, in the following paifage in his preface. ' Some very refpeét
• able friends have indulged me \Vith their ideas and opinions. It 
fi< is with the greateft pleafure \'{C in this fecond edition moil: grate
• fully acknowledge the favour; and muft add, that !hould the 
' public hold thts performance in any eH:imatirm~ no fmall !hare 
' belongs to thofe friends.' Our author is o1ie of the refpeétable 
friends he-re alluded to, E. ] 

ufually 
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ufually occupy females; as the time between rifing 
and preparing for breakfaft, between breakfafi: and 
preparing for dinner, &c. &c. The amount of 
aU thefe fragments, is, in the courfe of a year, 
very confiderable to a fingle family ; to a H:ate 
proportionably. Highly profitable thereforc it is, 
in this cafe alfo, to follow that divine direél:ion, 
gather up the fragments that nothzng be lq./l Loft 
time is loft fubfifience; it is therefore loil: trea
fure. 

Hereby in feveral families, many yards of linen 
have been produced from the employment of th<'fe 
fragments only, in one year, though fuch fami
lies were juft the fam~ in number as when not [o 
employed. 

It was an excellent faying of a certain Cht'r tft 
Emperor, 1 wtÏI, if pqfjible, have no idlenifs in my 
dominions ; for if t here be one man idle, Jo me ot ber 
man mufl fuffer cold or hunger. We take this 
Emperor's meaning to be, that the labour due to 
the public by each inaividual, not being per
formed by the indolent, muft naturally fall to the 
1hare of others, who muft thereby fuffer. 

[ § 2. Of Embargoes upon Corn, and of the Poor . ] 

In inland high coWJtries, remote from the fea, 
and whofe rivers are fmall, runningfrom the coun
try, and not to it, as is the cafe of Srzvztzerland; 
great diftrefs may arife from a courfe of bad har
vefis, if · publiç granaries are not provided, and 
kept well ftored. Anciently too, before naviga-

. E tion. 
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tion was fo general, fhips fo plenty, and com
mercial conneétions fo weil eftablifhed; even ma
ritime countries might be occafionally difrreifed 
by bad crops. But fuch is now the facility of 
communication between thofè countries, that an 
unrefirained commerce can fcarce ever fa.ll of pro
curi.ng a fufficiency for any of them. If indeed 
any government is .ià imprudent, as to lay its 
bands on imported corn, forbid its exportation, 
or campel its fale at limited priees; there the 
people may fuffer forne famine from merchants. 
avoiding their ports. But wherever commerce is 
known to be a~ ways free, and the mer chant ab
folute mafier of his commodity, as in Ho/land,, 
there will always be a reafonable fupply. 

When an exportation of corn takes place, oc
cafioned by a higher priee in forne foreign coun
tries, it is cominon to raife a clamour, on the fup
pofition that we iliall thereby proàuce a domefiic 
famine. Then fo1lows a prohibition, founded on 
the imaginary difirefs of the poor. The poor, to 
be fure, if in di!hefs, iliould be relieved; but if 

· the farmer could_ have a high priee priee for his 
corn from the foreign dernand, mufi he by a pro
h~bition of exportation be compelled to take a Iow 
priee, not of the poor only, but of every one that 
eats bread, even the richeft? the duty of relieving 
the po_or is incumbent on the rich; but by this 
operatwn the whole burden of it is laid on the 
farmer, who is to relieve the rich at the fame time. 
Of.the poor tao, ~hofe who ~re maintained by the 
panlhes have no nght to clatm this facri.fice of the 

farmer; 
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farmer; as, while they have their allowance, it 
makes no difference to them, whether bread be 
cheap or dear. Thofe working poor, who now 
n1ind bu fi nefs only jive or four da ys in the week, 
if bread ihould be [o dear as to oblige them to 
work the wholejixrequired by the commandment, 
do not feem to be aggrieved~ fo as to have a right 
to public redrefs. There will th en rem ain, com
paratively, only a few families in every difiriét, 
who, from ficknefs or a great nun1ber of chil .... 
dren, will be [o diftreffed by a high priee of corn, 
as to need relief; and thefe ihould be taken care 
of by particu1ar benefaél:ions, without refiraining 
the farmer's profit. 
· Tbofe who fear, that exportation may fo far 

drain the country of corn, as to fiarve ourfelves, 
fear what never did, nor ever can happen. They 
may as well, when they view the tide ebbing to
wards the fea, fear that ail the water will leave 
the river. ~ The priee of corn, like water, will 
find its ow-n leveL The m<:re we export, the 
dearer it becomes ·at home; the more is recèived 
abroad, the cheaper it become there; and, as foon 
as the fe priees are eq ual, the exportation flops · of 
courfe. As· the feafons vary in diffeœnt countries, 
the calarnity of a bad .harvefi: is never univerfaL If 
then, alJ ports were always open, and ali com
m-erce free; every maritime country would gene
~ally eat bread at the medium priee, or average of 
aU the harvefis ; which would probably be more 
equal than we can make it by our artificial regu
lations, and therefore a more fieady encourage-

E ."! ment 
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ment to ao-rieulture. The nation would ali have 
b 

bread at this middle priee; and th at nation, which 
at any tin1e inhumanely refufes to relieve the dif
treffes of another nation, deferves no compaffion 
when in difitefs itfelf. 

[ § 3. Of the Ejjèél qf Dearnefl of Provfftons upon 
Working, and upon Manujàélures.] 

The common people do not work for pleafure 
generally, but from neeeffity. Cheapnefs of pro
vifions makes them n1ore idle; lefs work is then 
done, it is then more in demand proportionally, 
and of courfe the priee rifes. Dearnefs of provi
fions obliges the manufaéturer to work more days 
and more hours; thus more work is done than 
equals the ufual demand; of courfe it becomes 
cheaper, and the xnanufaétures in confequence. 

[ § 4. Of nn optn ~rade.] 

Perhaps, in general, it would be better if go
'erntnent n1eddled no farther with trade, than to 
proteét it, and let it take its courfe. Mofi: of the 
ftatlites or aéts, ediéts, arrets, and placarts of 
p~rlia~ents, princ~s! and ftates, for regulating, 
dtreébng, or refi:rammg of trade; have, we think, 
been either politieal blunders, or jobs obtained 
by artful men for private advantage under pre
tence of public good. When Colbert aifembled 
forne wife old merchants of France, and defired 
their advice and opinion how he could bell: ferve 
and pronwte commerce; their anfwer, after con-

fultation, 
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{ultation, was in three words only, Laflfez nous 
faire ; ' Let us al one.'- I t is faid by a very folid 
writer of the fame nation, th at he -is weil advanced 
in the fcience of politics, who knows the full 
force of that maxim, Pas trop gouverner, ' not to 
' govern too much ;' which, perhaps, would be 
of more ufe when applied to trade, than in any 
other public concern. It were therefore to be 
wiihed, that commerce were as free between all 
the nations of the world, as it is between the fe
veral counties of England; fo would all, by mu tuai 
communication, obtain more enjoyments. Thofe 
counties do not ruin each other by trade, neither 
would the nations. No nation was ever ruined by 
trade, even, feemingly, the mofi difadvantag.eous. 

Wherever defirable fuperfluities are imported, 
indufiry is excited, and thereby plenty is pro
duced. W ere only neceifaries permitted to be 
purchafed, men would work no more than was 
nece1fary for that purpofe. 

[ § 5. Of Prohibitions wi'th refpefl to the Exportotim 
ofGold and Si/ver.] 

Could Spain and Portugal have fucceeded in ex
ecuting their foolifh laws for hedgùzg in the cuckow, 
as Locke calli it, and have kept at home all their 
gold and filver, thofe metals would by this time, 
have been of little more value than fo much lead 
or itpn. Their plenty would have leifened theîr 
value. We fee the folly of thefe ediéts : but are 
flOt our own prohibitory and refiriétive laws, that 

E 3 are 
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are profeff'edly made with intention to bring a ba
lance in our favour from our trade wi h f(Jre1t"n 
nations to be p1id in money, and hws t c p ~ev-tr:t 
the neceffity of exporting that moncy, , ,·tu ch tf 
they could be t-horoug,hly exccuteà, would liJ .ke 
money as plenty, and of as little value; 1 [Jy, are 
not fuch hws akin to thofe Spanijh edi~Js; follies 
of the fame family ? 

· [ § 6. Of the Returns for foreign Artù:!es. ] 

In faél:, the froduce qf other cruntries can hardi y 
be obtained, unlefs by fraud and raptne, without 
giving the produce if our land or our indzljlry in ex
change for then1. If we have mines of gold and 
fil ver, gold and filver may then be called the pro
duce of our land : if we have not, we can only 
fairly obtain thofe metals by giving for them the 
proàuce of our land or indufiry. When we have 
them, they are then only that produce or indufiry 
in another ibape; which we may give, if the 
trade requires it and our other produce will not 
fuit, in exchange for the produce of forne other 
country that furnii11es what we have more occa
fion for, or more defire. · ·when we have, to an 
inconvenient degree, · parted with our gold and 
filver, our indqfl:ry is ftimulated afreih to procure 
more; that, by its means·, we may contrive to 
pr?~ure thé fame advantage. · · · · -

[§ 7· OJRe)lraintsupon c;~merce'in TimeofWar.] 

When princes make war by probibitincr com
merce, each may burt himfelf as muchas his 

enemy. 
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en emy. Traders, who by their bufinefs are pro
moting the common good of mankind, as weil as 
farmers and fii11ermen who labour for the fubfift
ence of ali, fhould never be in terru pted, or mo .. 
lefted in their bufinefs; but enjoy the protetl:ion 
of all in the time of war, as well as in time of 
peace. 

This policy, thofe we are pleafed to call Bar
barians, have, in a great meafure, adopted; for 
the trading fubjetl:s of any power, with whom the 
Emperor of Mo rocco may be at war, are not lia ble 
to capture, when within fight of his land, going 
-Or coming; and have otherwife free liberty to 
trade and reiide in his dominions. 

As a maritime power, we prefume it is not 
thought right, that Great Britai'n iliould grant 

- fuch freedom, except partially; as in the cafe of 
war with France, when tobacco is allowed to be 
fent thither under the fanét:ion of paifports. 

I § 8. Exchanges ùz 'l'rade may be gainful to 
each Party. ] 

In tranfatl:ions of trade, it is not to be fuppofed, 
:1hat like gaming, what one party gains the ether 
mufl: neceifarily lofe. The gain to each may be 
equal. If A has more corn than he can confume, 
but wants cattle; and B has more cattle, but 
wants corn, exchange is gain to each : hereby the 
common ftock of comforts in life, is increafed. 

E+ [ § 9· Of 
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[ § 9· Of Paper Credit.] 

It is impoflible for government to circum(cribe., 
or fix the extent of paper credit, which mufl of 
courfe fluétuate. Government may as well pre
tend to lay clown rules for the operations, or the 
confidence of every individual in the courfe of his 
trade. Any feeming temporary evil arifing, mufi: 
l}aturall y work its own cure *. 

[ • The reader will fee Dr. Franklin's rentiments on papèr cur
tencies in the fcquel of this work. E. ] 
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On tbe Priee of Corn, and Management of 
· the Poo R. *. . . 

c:fo MeJ!ieurs the P u B L 1 c. 

1 AM one of that clàÜ; of people that feeàs y ou 
all, and at prefent is abufed by you all ;-in 

fhort, 1 am afarmer. 
By your news-papers we are told, that God had 

fent a very iliort harve!l: to forne other countries of 
Europe. 1 thought thi~ might be in favour of 
Old England; and that now we iliould geta good 
.priee for our grain, which would bring 1nillions 
among us, and make us flow in money: that to 
be fure is fcarce enough. 

[ • The following extraéh of a Jetter figned Co/ume/la, and ad
dre1Ted t •. the editors of the Repojitory for Jefefl papers on Agriculture, 
Arts, and Manufaflur.es, (See Vol. I. p. 352 ·) will again ferve the 
purpofe of prepa1 ing thofe who read it, for entering u~on this paper. 

' GENTLEMEN, 

' THERE is n0w pub1ifhing in France a periodica] work, called 
' Ephemeridis du Citoyen, in which feveral points interefting to thofc 
~ concerned in agriculture, are from time to time difcuifed by forne 
c able hands. In looking over one of the volumes of this work a 
' few da ys ago, 1 found a little piece written by one of our country
• men, and which our vigilant neighbours had taken from the Lo1l
' tlon Chronicle in J 766. The au thor is a gentleman weil known 
• to every man of letters in Europe, and perhaps there is none, in 
• this age, to whom mankind in generàl are more indebted. 

4 That this piece may not be loft to our own country, 1 beg you 
• will give it a place in your Repofitory: it was written in favor 
1 of the farm~rs, when they fufFered fo much in our public pa pers., 
' and were alfo plundered by the mob in many places. 

The princip1es on which this piece is grounded, are given more 
~t large in the PtJiitüaJ Fragmmtl) art. 2. fee p. 49· E.] 

But 
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But the wifdotn of government forbad the ex-
portation *. · 

Well, fays I, then we muft be content with 
the market-priee at home. 

No, fay my Lords the mob, you fha'n't have 
that. Bring your corn to market if you clare ;~ 
we'll fell it for you, for lefs money, or take 1t 

for nothing. 
Being thus attacked by both ends of the con

jli'tution, the head and the tail if government, what 
am I to do? 

Muft 1 keep my corn in the barn to feed, and 
increatè the breed of rats ?-be it fo ;-they 
cannot be lefs thankful, than thofe I have been 
ufed to feed. 

Are we fanners the only people to be grudged 
the profits of our honeft labour ?-And why? 
One of the late fcribblers againft us, gives a 
bill of fare of the provifions at my daughter's 
wedding, and proclaims to ail the world, that 
we bad the infolence to eat beef and pudding !
Has he 

1
DOt read the precept in the good book, 

'Thou foalt not muz.zle the mouth of the ox that 
treadeth out the corn; or does he think us lefs 
worthy of good living than our oxen? 

0, but the manufaél:urers! the rnanufaél:urers! 
they are to be favoured, and they muft have 
bread at a cheap rate! 

• [It is not necelfary to repeat 1n what degree Dr. Franklin refpeéted 
the minifters, to whom he alludes.-The embargo upon corn was 
but a fingle meafure : which, it is en ou gh to fay, an hoft of politi
cians thought ~ell-advifed, but ill-defended.-Of the great and 
honourable fervtces of the Earl of Chatham to his country Dr. 
Fra~tklin bas borne ~he ampleft teftimony. E.] , 
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Hark ye, Mr. Oaf ;-The farmers live fplen
didly, you fay. And pray, would you have 
them board the money they get? Their fine 
clothes and furniture, do they make them them
felves or for one another, and fo keep the mo
ney among them ? Or, do they employ thefe 
your darling manufatturers, and fo fcatter it 
again ali over the nation ? 

The wool would produce me a better priee, 
if it were fuffered to go to foreign markets; 
but that, Meilleurs the Public, your laws will 
not permit. lt muft be kept all at home, that 
our dear manufatturers may have it the cheaper. 
And then, having yourfelves thus leffened our 
encouragement for raiting iheep, you curfe us 
for the fèarcity of mutton! 

1 have heard my grandfather fay, that the 
farmers fuqmitted to the prohibition on the ex
portation of wool, being made to expeB: and be
lieve that when the manufaB:urer bought his 
wool cheaper, they fuould alfo have their do th 
cheaper. But the deuce a bit. It has been grow
ing dearer and dearer from that day to this. 
How fo? Why, truly, the cloth is exported; 
and that keep up the priee. 

N ow if -it be a good principle, that the ex
r.ortation of a commodity is to be refrrained, 
that fo our people at home may have it the 
cheaper; fiick to that priL1ciple, and go tho
ro~gh fiitch with it. Prohib;t the exportation of 
your cloth, your leather, and !boes, you iron
ware, ·and your n1anufaétures of all forts, to 

· rnake 
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make them ail cheaper at home. And cheap 
enough they will be, I will warrant you-till 
people leave off making them. . 

Sorne folks feem to think they ought never to 
be eafy till En gland becom~s another Lubberland, 
w.here it is fancied the ftreets are paved with 
penny-rolls, the houfes tiled with pancakes, and 
chickens, re ad y roafied, cry, Come eat me. 

I fay, when you are fure you have got a good 
principle, ftick to it, and carry it thorough.
I hear it is faid, that· though it was nec~lfary and 
right for the tn--y to advife a prohibition of 
the exportation of corn, yet it was contrary t~ 
law; and alfo, that though it was contrary ta 
ldw for the mob to obfiruél: waggons, yet it was 
nec~!Jàry and right .-] uft the fame thing to a 
tittle. N ow they tell me, an aél: of indemnity 
ought to pafs in favour of the m~y, to fecure 
them from the confequences of having aél:ed il
legally.-If fo, pafs another in favour of ·the 
mob. Others fay, fome of the n1ob ought to 
be hanged, by way of example.--If fo,-hut 
I fay no more than I have faid before, whtn you 
are Jure that you havt got a good prinâple, go through 
•with t't. 

Y ou fay, poor labourers cannot afford to huy 
bread at a high priee, unlefs they bad higher 
'rages.-Poffibly .-But how thaU we {armers 
be abl~ to afford our labourers higher wages, if 
you w11l not allow us tQ get, when we mio-ht 
have it, a higher priee for our corn? b 

By 
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By ali that 1 can learn, we !hould at leafi: have 
bad a guinea a quarter more, if the exportation 
h~d been allowed. And this money England 
would have got from foreigners. 

But, it feems, we farmers rnufi: take fo much 
lefs, that the poor may have it fo much cheaper. 

This op@rates then as a tax for the mainte
nance of the poor.-A very good thing, you 
will fay. But 1 aik, wh y a partial tax ? Wh y 
laid on us farmers only ?-If it be a good thing .. 
pray, Meilleurs the Public, take your ihare of 
it, by indemnifying us a little out of y our pub
lic treafury.. In doing a good thing, there is 
both honour and pleafure ;-you are welcome to 
your fhare of both. 

For my own part, 1 am not fo weil fatisfied of 
lhe ·goodnefs of this thing. 1 am for doing good 
to the poor, but I differ in opinion about the 
means.- 1 think the beft way of doing ,good to 
the poor, is not making them eafy in poverty, but 
Ieading or driving them out of it. In my youth 
I travelled much, and I obferved in different 
countries, that the more public provifions were 
made for the poor, the lefs they provided for 
themfelves, and ·of courfe became poorer. And, 
on the contrary, the lefs was do ne for them, the 
more they did for themfelves, and became richer. 
There is no country in the world where fo many 
provifions are eftabli!hed for them ; fo many hof
pitah to receive them when they are fick or lame, 
founded and maintained by voluntary charities; 
fo many alms-houfes for the' aged of both fexes, 

- together 
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together with a folemn general law n:a~e. by the 
rich to fubjeél: their e!l:ates· to a hea:vy rax fot the 
fupport of the poor. Und er aU thefe obligations, 
are our poor modefi:, humble, and thankful ? and 
do they ufe their beft endeavours to ma:}ntain 
themfelves, and lighten our lhculders df this bu·r
then ?-On the contrary, 1 affirm that there is 
no country in the world in which the poor are 
more idle, diifolute, drunken, and infolertt. The 
day you paffed that aél:, you took away from be
fore their eyes the greateft of ali inducements to 
induftry, frugality, and fobriety, by giving them 
a dependance on fomewhat elfe than ~ careful ac
cumulation during youth and ·health, for fupport 
in age or ficknefs. In lhort, you offered a pre
mium for the encouragement -of idlenefs, and you 
fhould not now wonder that it has had its effeél: 
in the increafe of poverty. Repeal that law, and 
you will foon fee a .change in their -riianners, 
Saint Mon day and Saint 'l' uefday, will faon ceafe 
to be holidays. Six days foalt thou labour, though 
one of the old commandments long treated as out 
of date, will âgain be looked upon as a refpettablé 
precept; indufiry will increafe, and with it plenty, 
among the lower people; their circumfiances will 
mend, and more will be do ne for their ha ppinefs 
by inuring them to provide for themièlves, ·rhan 
could be done by dividing all_ your eftates among 
then1. 

Excufe me, Meffieurs the Public, if upJn this 
interejling fubjeél:, I put you to the trou-ble of 
reaowg a httle of '!flY nonftnfe; 1 am fure I have 

la tel y 
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lately read a great deal of yours; and therefore 
from you (at leaft from thofe of y ou who are 
writers) 1 deferve a little indulgence. 

I am yours, &c. 

AR AT 0 R* .. 

[* The late Mr. Owen Rulfhead being forne tirne ago employed 
in preparing a Digeft of our Poor laws, cornrnunicated a copy of 
it to Dr. Franklin for his advice. Dr. Franklin recornrnended that 
p~ovifion ihould be made therein. for the printing on a Jheet of 
paper and difperfing, in each pariih in the kingdorn, annual accounts 
of every difuurfement and receipt of its officers. It is , obvious to 
rema.rk how greatly this muft tend to check both the offi.cers and 
the poor, and to inform and intereft the pariihioners with refpeét 
to pariih con cern s.- Sorne of the American colonies aél:ually praél:ife 
this meafure with a fu.ccefs which might juftify its adoption here. 

Later irnprovernen5s ' however in our Englifo poor laws, have 
not only been rneditated, but atternpted.-In particular, in 177 3, 
an aa of parliament was propofed, in 'order to invite the poor to 
{~ apart rnoney for the purchafe of annuities, in ali pariihes and 
townihips managing the poor's-rate, that could admit, of, and would 
fc>rrnally confent to the regulation. Sorne of the particulars of this 
fCherne were as follows. The annuities, which to accommodate . 
the poorwere payable quarterly, were in no cafe to exceed zol. and , 
no principal purchafe money was to be received of lefs arnount than 
sl. at a tüne 'i the parties might choofe any age for the purthafe 
between 15 and 7 5, but they couiJ not receive the annuity before 
50 if men, and 35 if women, the annuity in the mean time in
creafing in proportion as they had waited; the annuities alfo could 
not knowingly be granted to any but thofe entitled to legal pariih 
~ttlements, nor for any other lives th an tho fe of the gran tees; though 
they were faleable, provided the firil: refufal of them was ofFered to 
the gran tors. · The proper officers of the pariili or townihip (who 
were conil:ituted the grantors,) in order to efFeél: thefe purpofes, 
were to be ereél:ed into a corporation with a feal ; the gran ts ( which 
were frarned according to a prefcribed and cheap forrn, and pro
teél:edfrom frauds) were to be in fevera! ways authenticated and pre
ferved; the annuities were to be taken up in forne parliamentary 
fund, after the rate of 3 per cent. intereft, negociable at the bank 
of En gland; and the accoants after being properly kept and figned, 

were 
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On SMUGGLING, and its vari'ous Species* .. 

S 1 R, 

T HE RE qre many people that would be 
thought, and even thin_k the~felves, h~nrjl 

men, who fail neverthelefs 1n parttcular p01nts 
of honefiy; deviating from that charaéter forne
times by the prevalence of mode or cuftom, and 
fometimes through mere inattention; fo that 

their 

"" [This letter is «*traéted from the London Chronicle for No
ro..;emhr z4, 176Î·, and is addre1fed to the printer of that news• 
paper. E.) 

were to be annually audited and recorded with the juflices at the 
quarter-fcflions. The relief to the poor in cafe of delay of payment 
was fummary and almofr infrant; but in return, the corporation 
might receive gifts and legacies, and have the benefit of ali negletted 
annuities, to the eafing of the poor's-rate; befides ether advantages 
given them by the calculations, particularly that arifing from a low 
Han dard ofinterefr, which nece1farily rendered the terms of the annuity 
in proportion dearer to the poor. ·lt was thought that domeilic _ 
ufe and œconomy were concerned, in thus refcuing fomewhat from 
profligacy and unhealthy debauchery, in applying the furplus of 
health and of ihength to the relief of the penury and infirmities of 
age, and in promoting good habits; yet without depriving the 
ftate on the whole of effettuallabour, or leaving it incumbered with 
the charge of individuah, who might affifr themfelves.-But this 
fcheme, which was propofed by Baron Maferes, regulated and fu
p~rintended as. to the calculations by Dr. Priee, and fupported by 
~u George SaV1le and Mr. Dowdefwell, only pa1fed the commons: 
Jt was rejeaed by the lords; chiefly becaufe the landed i1;1terefl 
there was alarmed at the poor's rate being made the fecurity for 
the annuities, in cafe of deticiency in the funds. 

However the burthen of the poor's-rate was ilill felt too coniidera
ble not to demand enquiry ; and an aa foon pa1fed, cdling far a 
general abfrraa of the returns made by the overfeers of the poor. It 
appeared in confequence, th&t there WCI'C 

Totali 
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their honejly is partial only, and not general or uni
verfaL Thus one who would fcorn to over..;.reach 
you in a bargain, ibaJl make no fcruple of tricking 
you a little now and then at cards; another that 
plays with the utmoft fairnefs, {hall with great 
freedom cheat you in the fale of a horfe. But there 
is no kind of dilhonefiy, into which otherwife 
good people more eafily and frequently fall, than 
that of defrauding government of its revenues by 
fmuggling wh en they have an opportunity, or 
encouraging fmugglers by buying their g~ods. 

Totals raifed by the 
poor's-rate, from Eafter 
177 5, to Eafter IJï6, 

In England [ 
And in Wales 

Of which there was expended 
on the poor alone, 

l,679,585 [ I,sz3,164 
40,732 33,641 

1, 7zo, 3 17 I -, 55 6,so5 
The remainder of the fum raifed was applied to county uies, ex· 
cept about z6,ooo/. which feems not to have been brought into the 
year's account. Nearly one twentieth of the enormous fum expend
ed ·on the poor, was for the :lingle article of rent, &c. and the liti
gations concerning feulements and the removal of paupers made 
another article of nearly half the fame amount.-In Da·velt!ant we 
find an eftimate of the poor's-rat{', made towards the latter end of 
Charles the fecond's reign, by a reafonable medium, as he ftates, 
of feveral years : 

The grofs fums are, For England 
And for W ales 

[ 63r,6og 
33>753 

66sd6z 
So that while the poor's-rate of Wales has remained in a mann er 
ftationary for this period, that of En gland does not fall much lhor 
of being trebled. 

Since the year 1776, 11,0 farther public meafures feem to have 
been taken refpeéting the regulation of the poor. 

(See on the above fubjeéls, The propofed aét of parliament, witn 
the annexed tables and inftruétions, printed for Eyre and Strahan; 
alfo the Abfu-aét of the returns of the poor's-rate, printed for di:tto; 
Dr. Priee on payments, 3d edit. p . 115; and Whitworth's Davenant, 
Vol. I. p. 39·) E.J 

F I feU 
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I fell into thefe refleétions the other day, on 
hearing two gentlen1en of reputation difcourfing 
about a fmall efi:ate, which one of them was in
clined to feil, and the other to buy; when the 
feller, in . recommending the place, remarked~ 
that its fituation was very advantageous on this 
account, that being on the fea-coafi: in a fmug
gling country, one had frequent opportunities 
of buying many of the expenfive articles ufed in 
a family, ( iùch as tea, coffee, chocolate, brandy, 
wines, cambricks, Bruifels laces, French filks, 
and ali kinds of India goods,) zo, 30, and in 
forne articles 50 per cent. cheaper than they 
could be had in the more interipr parts, of 
traders that paid duty.-The other hontjl gentle
men allowed this to be an advantage, but in
fified that the feller, in the advanced priee he 
dema~ded on that account, rated the advantage 
much above its value. And neither of them 
feemed to think dealing with fmugglers, a prac
tice that an honejl man (provided he got hi~ 
goods cheap) bad the leafi: reafon to be afhamed 
of. 

At a time when the load of our public debt, 
and the heavy expence of maintaining our fleets 
and armies to be ready for our defence on occa
fion, makes it necef1àry not only to continue 
old taxe8, but often to look out for new ones · 

' perhaps it may not be unufeful to ilate this mat-
ter in a light that few feen1 to have confidered 
it in. 

The 
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The people of Great Britain, un der the happy 

inftitution of this country, have a privil~ge few 
other countries enjoy, that of choofing the third 
branch of the legiflature; which bran ch has 
al one the power of regula ting their taxes. N ow 
whenever the governrnent finds it neceifary for 
the comrnon benefit, advantage, and fafety of 
the nation, for the fecurity of our liberties, pro
perty, religion, and every thing that is dear to 
us; that certain furns ilia11 be yearly raifed by 
taxes, duties, &c. and paid into the public 
treafury, thence to be difpenfed by government 
for thofe purpofes ; ought not every honejl man 
freely and willingly to pay his jufi: proportion 
of this neceifary ex pence ? Can he po ffi bl y pre
ferve a right to that charaéter, if by any fraud, 
ftratagem, or contrivance, he avoids that pay
ment in whole or in part. 

What iliould we think of a companion, who 
having fupped with his friends at a tavern, and 
partaken equally of the joys of the evening with 
the reil: of us, would neverthelefs contrive by 
forne artifice to iliift his ihare of the reckoning 
upon others, in order to go off fcot-free ? If a 
man who praétifed this, would, when deteéted, 
be deemed and called a fcoundrel ; what ought 
he to be called, who can enjoy ail the inefiitnable 
benefits of public fociety, and yet by frn uggling, 
or dealing with fmugg1ers, contrive to evade 
paying hisj uft fhare of the _ expenc~, as fettled 
by his own reprefe ntatives 111 parh ament; and 
wrongfu11y throw · it upon h is honefier and per- · 

F 2 haps 
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haps much poorer neighbours? He will perha~s 
be ready to tell me, that he does not wrong h1s 
neighbours ; he fcorns the imputation; he only 
cheats the King a little, who is very able to bear 
it. This however is a mifi:ake. The public 
treafure is the treafure of the nation, to be applied 
to national purpofes. And when a duty is laid 
for a particular public and neceffary purpofe, 
if through fmuggling that duty falls fhort of 
raiiing the fum required, and other duties muft 
therefore be laid to make up the deficiency; ali 
the additional fum laid by the new duties and 
paid by other people, though it .lhould amount 
to no more than a halfpenny or a farthing per 
head, is fo much aétually picked out of the 
pockets of thofe other people by the fmugglers 
and their abettors and encouragers. Are they 
then any better or other than pickpockets ? and 
what mean, 1ow, rafcally pickpockets mufi: thofe 
be, that can pick pockets for halfpence and for 
farthings ? 

I would not hoYvever be fuppofed to allow in 
what I have jufi: faid, that cheating the King i~ 
a lefs offence againft honefi:~r, th an cheating the 
public. The King and the public in tilis cafe 
are differen~ names for the fame thing; but if 
we confider the King difi:inélly it will not leff'en 
the crime: it is no jufi:ification of a robbery, that 
the perfon robbed was rich and able to bear it. 
The King has as much right to jufiice as the 
n1eanefi: of his fubjeéts; and as he is truly the 
common j(ttber of his people> thofe that rob 

. hinl 
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hi1n fall under the fcripture woe, pronounced 
againil: the fon that robbeth hù father, and jàith 
it is no jin. 

Mean as this praélice is, do we not daily fee . 
people of charaéte! and fortune ~ngaged in it for 
trifling advantages to themfelves ?.-Is any lady 
aihamed to req uefi of a gentleman of her ac
quaintance, that when he returns from abroad, 
he would fmuggle her home a piece of fi.lk or 
lace from France or Flanders? Is any gentleman 
alhamed to undertake and execute the commif
fion ?-Not in the leaft. They will talk of it 
freely, even before others whofe pockets they are 
th us contriving to pick by this piece of knavery. 

Amon g other branches of the revenue, th at 
of the Pofi-Office is, by a late law, appropri
ated to the difch~rge of our public debt, to de
fray the expences of the frate. None but mem
bers of parliament, and a few public officers have 
now a r.ight to avoid, by a frank, the payment 
of poftage. When any letter not written by them 
or on their bufinefs, is- franked by any of them, 
it is a burt to the revenue; an injury which they 

.. mufi now take the pains to conceal by wrîting 
the whole fuperfcription themfelyes. And yet 
fuch is our infenfi.bility to jufiice in this particu
lar, that nothing is more common than to fee, 
even in a reputable company, a very honefl gen
tleman or lady declare, his or her intention to 
çheat the nation of three-pence by a frank; and 
without bluiliing apply to one of the very legif
lators themfelves, with a modeft requefr that 

F 3 he 
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he wou\Jd be pleafed to become an accomplice 
in the crime, and affift in the perpetration. 

There are thofe who by thefe praétices take 
a great deal in a year out of the public purfe, and 
put the money into their' own private pockets. 
If paffing through a room where public trea
fure is depofited, a man takes the opportunity 
of clandefi:inely pocketing and carrying off a 
guinea, is he not truly and pro perl y a thief? 
And if another evades paying into the treafury 
a guinea he ought to pay in, and applies it to his 
own ufe, when he knows it belongs to the pub
lic as n1uch as that which bas been paid in ; 
what difference is there jn the nature of the 
crime, or the bafenefs of committing it? 

Smne laws n1ake the receiving of fi:olen goods 
equally penal with fiea1ing, and upon this prin
ciple, that if there were no receivers there would 
be few thieves. O ur proverb too, fays truly, 
that t.he recez.ver is as bad as the tbiif. By the 
fame reafoning, as there would be f~w finug
glers, if there were none who knowingly en-
couraged them by buying their goods, we may 
fay that the encouragers of frnuggli ng are as 
bad as the finugg1ers; and that as frnugglers are 
a kind of thieves, both equally deferve the pu
niihments of thievery. 
_ In this view of \. !ronging the revenue, wh at 
n1tlft 've think of thofe \Yho can evade payino
for their \. 'heels ~nd their plate, jn defiance of 
law and jufi:ice, and yet declain1 againil: corrup
tion and peculation, (lS if their own bands and 

hearts 
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hearts were pure and unfullied ? The Americans 
offend us grievoufly, when, contrary to our laws, 
they fmuggle goods into their own country: 
and yet they had no hand in making thofe law$. 
I do not however pretend from thence to j ufi:ify 
them. But I think the offence much greater 
in thofe who either direétly or indireétly have 
been concerned in making the very laws they 
break. And when I hear them exc;laiming 
againfi: theAmericans, and for every little infringe
ment of the aéts of trade, or obfl:ruétion given 
by a petty mob to an officer of our cufi:oms in 
that country, çalling for vengeance againfi: the 
whole people as RE BEL s and Traitors ; 1 canflot 
hel p thin king there are fi:ill tho fe in the world 
who canfee a mote in their brother's eye, whi!e 
they .do not dijèern a be am in their own; and th at the 
old faying is as true now as ever it was, one man may 
better )leal a horfe, than another look over the hedge. 

F. B. 

F4 A.PARABLE . 
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4 PAR ABLE againfl Perfecuûon, - in Imitation of 
Scripture Language *. 

A ND it came to pafs after thefe things, that 
Abraham fat in the door of his tent-? about 

the going dawn of the fun. And behold a rn~~ 
pent with age, coming from the way of the w1l':" 
dernefs leaning oq a ftaff. Apd Abraham arofe~ 
and met him, and faid unto him, Turn in, 1 pray 
~hee~ and wa!h tb y feet, and ~arry all night; 
apd thou {halt arife early in the morning, and 
go on thy way. And the man faid, Nay; for I 
will abide under this tree. But Abrahan1 preifed 
him greatly: fo he turned anq they went into 
~he tent: and Abrahan1 baked unleaven breadt 
~nd ~hey did eat. And when Abrahan1 faw that 

• [J have taken this piece from the Sketches of the Hiftory of Man, 
).vritten by LordKaims, and ihall preface it with hisLord!hip's own 
words. See Vol. II. p. 472, 473· 

~ The following Pm·abie again.ft Perfecution was communicated 
' to me by Dr. Fïaa!Jn of Philadelphia, a man who rnakes a great 
' figure in the learned world: and who would ftill make a greater 

figure for benevolence and candeur, were virtue as much regarded 
~ iq this qeclining age as knowledge. · 

* * * * * * * ~ The hifl:orical fiyle of the Old1"' tj/aü!ent is here finely imitated; 
' !!nd the m~r~l rnufl: ~rik~ eYery one who is not funk in ftupidity 
• and fuperihtwn. Were 1t really a chapter of Gene/is, one is apt 
~ to think, that perfecution could ne,·er have fuo,,;n a bare face 
' among Jews or Chrill:iar. s. But alas! that is a vain thought. 
e S!lch a paffage in the 0/d Cf "J'lament, would avail as little ag~inft 
• the rancorous paffions of men, as the followino- paffao-es in the 
~ #r<U! cr dfament, though perfecution cannat b; cond~mned in 
~ tepns more explicit. " Him that is weak in the faith, receive 
'~ yo~h sut not to doubtf~l difputations. For, &c." E.] 

the 
·, "-
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the man b]eff'ed not God, he faid unto hiJTI, 
Wherefore -doft thou pot wodhip the moft high 
Cod, Creator of heaven a.nd earth ? And th~ 
p1an anf wered and faid, 1 do not worfhi p th y 
God, neither do l call upon his name; for I 
have made to myfelf a god, whkh abideth al.,.. 
ways in my houfe, and provideth me with aU 
things. AndAbraham's zea] was kindled againil: 
the man, and he arofe, and feil upon him, and 
~lrove him forth with blows into the wildernefs~ 
And God called unto Abraham, faying, Abra~ 
ham, where is the frranger? And Abraham 
anfwered and faid, Lord, he would not wor!hip 
~hee, neither would he call upon thy name; 
therefore have 1 driven him out from before my 
face into the wildernefs. And God faid, have 
1 borne with him thefe hundred and ninety and 
~ight years, and nouri!hed him, and cloth_eq 
him, notwithfianding his rebellion againfi me; 
and couldfi: not thou, who art thyfelf a finner, 
pear with him one night *? 

* [Dr. Franklin, as I have been told, has often impofed this pa
rable upon his friends and acquaintancc, as a part of a chapte~ of 
flenejis. E.] · 

,.4 LET TER 
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A LETTEJt concerntizg Perfecution in former Agu, 
the Maintenance o/ the Clergy, American 
Bijhops, and the State o/ 'l'oleration z'n Old 
England and New England compared*. 

SIR, 

I Underfiand from the public papers, that in 
the debates on the bill for relieving the Dif

fenters in the point of fubfcription to the church 
articles, fundry refleétions were thrown out a
gainfi: the people; importing, that they them
felves are of a perfecuting intolerant fpirit, for 
that when they had the fuperiority, they perfe
cuted the church; and fi ill perfecute it in Ame
rica, where they campel its mernbers to pay taxes 
for maintaining the Preibyterian or Independent 
worfhip, and at the fame time refufe thern a to
leration in the full exercife of their religion, by 
the adminiftrations of a bifhop. 

If we look back into hifiory for the charaéter 
of the prefen t feéts in Chrifiianity, v1e !hall find 
few .that have not, in their turns, been perfe
cutors and complainers of perfecution. The pri
mitive Chrifiians thought perfecution extremely 
wrong in the Pagans, but praéliièd it on one 

* [The above letter firfl: appeared in one of the public papers 
on .'lrme 3, 1772, and feems to have been addrdfed to the printer. 
T he fpirited writer of the Cfwo letters to tht! p relat cs rcpubli1hed i t 
in an appendix to th at pamphlet, without, however, namino- Dr. 
F ranklin as the author, but expreffing i t to be the produétio; ' of 
~ a gentleman highly refpeéted in the litera.ry world. ' E .] 

1 anot11er. 
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another. The fid1: Protefl:ants of the church of 
Englandblamed perfecution in the Romijh church, 
but praél:ifed it againfi: the Puritans: thefe found, 
it wrm~g in the biihops, but fell into the fame 
praétice both here and in New England.-To ac
count for this, we ihould remember, that the . 
doél:rine of toleration was not then known, or 
had not prevailed in the world. Perfecution was 
therefore not fo much the fault of the fèél: as of 
the times. It was not in thofe days deemed 
wrong in z"tfe!f. The general opinion was only, 
that thofe who are in error ought not to perfecute 
the truth: but the pqffejfors of truth were in the 
right to petfecute error, in order to defi:roy it. 
Thus every feét believing itfelf poifeifed of atl 
truth, and that every tenet di:ffering from theirs 
was error, conceived that when the power was 
in their hands, perfecution was a duty required 
of them by that God whom they fuppofed to be 
o:ffended with herefy .-By degrees, more mode
rate and more modijl fentiments have taken place 
in the Chrifiian world; and among Proteil:ants 
particularly, ail difclaim perfecution, none vin
dicate it, and few praétife it.-We iliould th en 
ceafe to reproach each other with what was doile 
by our anceil:ors, but judge of the prefent cha
raéter of feéts or churches by their prefent. con .. 
du[f only *· 

Now 

* [' Toleration in religion, though obvious to common under~ 
' ftan ding, was not however the produétion of reafon, but of corn~ 
f .merce, The advantage of toleration for promoting commerce, 

' was 
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N ow to determine on the j ufiice of this charge 
ao-ainft the prefent Diffenters, particularly thofe 
i~ America, let us confider the following faéts. 
They went from England to efiabliili a new coun
try for themfelves, at their own expence, where 
they might enjoy the free exercife of religion in 
their own way. Wh en they bad purchafed the 
territory of the natives, they granted the lands 
out in town!hips; requiring for it neither pur
chafe-money nor quit-rent, but this condition 
only to be complied with; that the freeholders 
lhou]d fupport a gofpel-minifier ( n1eaning pro
bably one of the then governing feéts) and a 
free-fchoo1, within the townlhip. Thus, what 
is commonly called Prelbyterianifm became the 
dfa6lijhed reli'gion of that country. Ali went on 
well in this way, while the fame religious opi
nions were general; the fupport of n1inifier and 
fchool being raifed by a proportionate tax on the 
lands. But, in procefs of time, forne becoming 
~akers *, forne Baptifis, and of late years, forne 

returning 

~ \\'as difcovered long before by the Portuguefe. They were too 
c zealous Catholics to venture fo bold a meafure in Portugal; 
c-, but it was permitted in Goa, and the inquifition in that town 
~ was confined to Roman Catholics.' Lord Kaims's Sketches of the 
.1/ijlory of Man, Vol. II. p. 474· E.] 

"' [ ' No perfon appeared in New Englar-d who profeifed the 
c optnion of the ~~kers, until x656; [i. e. about 36 years 
' after the firfl: fetthng of the colon y J ; \Vhen 11!.::1)' Fijl:cr and 
~ Amz Auflin came from Barhadoes; and foon after, nine others 
~ arrived in the .fhip Speedwe!l from Lcndon.' They were fuc
cefsfu l in their preaching; and the provincial go,·crnment, wiih
ing to keep th~ colony free from them, att~mpted to fend away 
fuch as they d1fconred, and preY{'nt the arrl\·al of others. Secu-

. rlties~ 

: 
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returning to the church of En gland ( through the 
laudable endeavours and a proper applicatz"on * of 
their funds by the fociety for propagating the 
gofpel), objeélions were made to the payment of 
a tax appropriated to the fupport of a church they 
difapproved and bad forfaken. The civil ma
gifl:rates, however, continued for a time to col
leét and apply the tax according to the original 
laws which remained in force; and they did it 
the more freely; as thinking it juft and equitable 
that the holders of lands ihould pay what was 
·Contraéled to be paid when they were granted, as 
the only confideration for the grant; and what bad 
been coniidered by ali fubfequent purchafers as a 
perpetuai incurnbrance on the eftate, bought there
fore at a proportionably cheaper rate; a payment 
which, it was thought, no honeft man ought to 
avoid, under pretence of his having changed his 
religious perfuaGon : And this, I fuppofe, is one 
of the beft grounds of demanding tythes of dif
fenters now in England. But the praétice being 
clamoured againft by the epifcopalians as perfe
cution, the legiflature of the province of Mq/Jà
chzifets Bay, near thirty years fince, paffed an aét 

r ities, fines, banifhment, imprifonment, and corporal puniih
ments were infiituted for this purpofe; but with fo little effeét, 
that at lafi ' a law was made for puniihing with death, ail fuch 
c as ihould return into the j urifdiél:ion after hanijhment. A few 
• were hanged !' (See the hifiory of the Britijh dominions, 4to, 
1773, p. 118, 1zo.) E.] 

"" [They were to fpread the gofpel, and maintain a learned and 
orthodox clergy, where minifters were wanted or ill-provided; 
adminiitering God's ward and facramentsJ and preventing atheifm, 
infidelity, popery, and idolatry. E.] 

for 
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for their relief, requiring, indeed, the tax to be 
paid as cfual ; but direéting that the feveral fums 
levied from members of the church of England, 
ihould be paid over to the minifter of that church 
with whmn fuch members ufually attended divine 
worlhip; which minifter had power given him to 
receive, and, on occafion, to recover the Jame by 
law. 

It feems that legi.flature confidered the end of 
the tax was, to fecure and improve the morais of 
the people, and promote their happinefs by fup
porting among them the public worfhip of God 
and the preaching of the gofpel; that where par
ticular people fancied a particular mode, that 
mode might probably, therefore, be of moft ufe 
to thofe people; and that if the good was clone, 
it was not fo material in wh at mode or by w hom 
it was clone. The confideration that their bre
thren, the Diffenters in England, were ftill com
pelled to pay tythes to the clergy of the church, 
had not weight enough with the legi.flature to 
prevent this moderate aét, which ftill continues 
in full force; and I hope no uncharitable conduét 
of the church toward the Diffenters will ever pro
voke them to repeal it. - ·- -

With regard to a B~1.,op, I know not upon what 
ground the Diffenters, either here or in An1erica, 
are charged with refufing the bênefit of fuch an 
officer to the church in that country. Here they 
feem to have naturally no concern in the affair. 
'Ihere they have no power to prevent it, if ao
V{,:rnment !hould think fit to fend one. Tl~ey 

would 
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would probably dijlike, indeed, to fee an order of 
men efiabli!hed among them, from whofe petfe
cutions their fathers fied into that wildernefs, and 
whofe future domination they might poffibly fear, 
not knowing that their natures are changed. -But 
the non-appointment of bi!hops for America [eems 
to ar ife from another quarter. · The fame wifdom 
of government, probably, th?-t prevents the :fitting 
of convocations, and forbids, by noli prifequi's, 
the perfecu ti on of Diffen ters for non-{ u bfcri ption ; 
avoids efiabli!hing biiliops where the minds of 
people are not yet prepared to receive them cor
dially, lefl: the public peace !hou1d be endan
gered. 

And now let us fee how this perjècutt"on-accozmt 
fiands between the parties. 

In New Eng!and, where the legif1ative bodies 
are a1nwfi to a man Diffenters fron1 _the church -of 
England: 

1. There is no tefi to prevent churchmen hold ... , 
in g offices. 

2. The fons of churchmen have the. full benefit, 
of the uni verfities. 

3. The taxes for fupport of public worfhip, 
when paid by churchmen, are given to the epif
copal minifier. 

ln 0/d Ent,land : 
I. Diffenters are excluded from all offices of 

profit and honour. 
2. The benefits of education in the univerfities 

are appropr~ated to the fons of churchmen. 

3· Th~ 
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3· The clergy of the Diifenters teceive none of 

the tythes paid by their peol?le, . ~ho mu~ be at 
the additional charge of mamta1n1ng the1r own 
feparate woriliip.- . 

But it is faid, that the Dilfenters of Amerzca 
oppqfe the introduél:ion of a biiliop. 

ln faét, it is not alone the Dilfenters there 
that give the oppofition (if not encouragz.ng muft 
be termed oppqfing) but the laity in general 
diilike the projeét, and forne even of the clergy. 
The inhabitants of Virginia are almoft all epif
·copalians, the church is fully eftabliihed there, 
and the council and general aifembly are, per
haps to a man, its members : yet, when lately at 
a -meeting of the clergy, a refolution was taken 
to apply for a bifhop, againft which feveral, 
however, protefted; the affembly of the pro
vince, at the next meeting, expreffed their dif
approbation of the thing in the fi:rongeft man
ner, by unanimouily ordering the thanks of the 
houfe to the protefiers ; for many of the Ame
ripan laity of the church think it forne advan
tage-whether their own young men come to 
Englünd fo~ ordination, and improve themfelves 
at the fan1e tirne by converfation with the learned 
hcre,-or the congregations are fupplied by 
Englijl.w1en who have had the benefit of educa
tion in Engli{h univerfities, and are ordained be
fore they came abroad. They do not; therefore, 
f~e the neceffity of a bi{hop merely for ordina
tiOn; and confinnation is among them deemed a 
ceremo11J of no very great importance, fince 

few 
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few feek it in England, where bii110ps are in 
plenty.-Thefe fentiments prevail with many 
churchmen there, not to promote a defign which 
they think mufi: fooner or later faddle them with 
great expences to fupport it.-As to theDiifenters, 
their minds might probably be more conciliated 
to the meafure if the bi!hops here ihoukl, in their
wifdom and goodnefs, think fit to fet their 
facred charaél:er in a more friendly light, by 
dropping their oppofition to the Diifenters ap
plication for relief in fubfcription; and declaring 
their willingnefs that Diifenters ihould be ca~ 

pable of offices, enjoy the benefit of education 
in the univerfities, and the privilege of appro
priating their tythes to the fupport of their own 
clergy. In ali thefe points of toleration, they ap
pear far behind the prefent Diifenters of New 
England, and it may feem to fame a fiep below 
the dignity of bi!hops, to follow the example of 
fuch inferiors. I do not, however, defpair of 
their doing it forne time or other, fince nothing 
of the kind is too hard for tru~ Chriftian bzl-
mw~, -

1 am, Sir, yours, &c, 

A NEw-ENGLAND-MAN +• 

t [Dr. Fttanklin was born a~ JJojlpn in New Epl?lan<!, ~n4 no~ 
a.t Philadelphia. E.] 
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Containing, l. Reafons and Motives on 
which the PLAN of UN ION for the 
c 0 L 0 NIEs was formed ;-~1. R'ea:fons 
againfl partial Unions ;-III. And the 
Plan of Union drawn by B.F. and una
nimoujly agreed to by the Commiflioners 
from New Hampfhire; Maifachufett's 
Ba.y, Rhode· Ifland, New J er fey, Mary.
land, andPenfylvania *, met-in Congreft · 
at Albany, in July i 7 54, to conjider 

• [The readér mufr b·e informed here, that this plan was in-" 
tended for ali the colonies; bu ti commiffioners from forne of 
them not attending, (from caufes which I cannet fpecify) theit 
tonfent to it was not, in this refpeét1 univerfally expteflèd. Go• 
verr~or Powlfall; howeverf fays, 'That he had an opportunity of 
' converfing with, and knowing the fentiments of the commiffion
' ers' 'appointed by their refpeétive provinces, to attend fhis eon~ 
' grefs, to which they were called by the crown ;' ' of learning 
' from their experience and judgment, the aétual frate of the 
' .American bufinefs and interefl:; and of hearing amongfl: them1 
' the grounds and reafons of that .American Union, which they 
' then had under deliberation, and tranfmitted the plan of to Eng• 
c land:' and, he adds, in another place, ' that the fentiments 
' of oùr colonies were colleéted in an authentic manner on thi& 
' fubjeét in the plan propofed by Dr. Franklin, and unanimoufly 
• agreed to in cqngrefs.' [See Governor Pownall's .Adminijlra~ion 
if the Britijh Coloniu, Vol.J. p. 13. Edit. f, 1774, and Vol. 
U. p. 86. E.] 

of 
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of the befl Me ans of defending the King' s 
Dominions in America, ·&c. a War be
ing then apprehended; with the Rea fons 
or Motives for each Article of the Plan. 

l3. F. was one of the four Commiffi6hers 

from Penfylvania ~. 

I. Reajons and Motz"ves on which the Plan of 
Union wa.r formed. 

/ THE Commiffioners from a nu rn ber of the 
n·orthern colonies being met at Albany, and 

coniider-ing the difficulties that have always at
tended the moft neceffary general meafures for the 
common defence, or for the annoyance of the 
enemy, when they were to be carried through the 
.feveral particular affemblies of ali the colonies; 
(orne affemblies being before at variance with their 

1
, governors or councils, and the feveral branches of 

the gove·rnment not on terms of doing bufinefs 
with each other; ethers taking the opportunity, 
when their concurrence is wanted, to pu!h for 
favourite laws, powers, or points that they think 

"' t' Mr. [J'ince Governor] Hutchinfon was one of the commif. 
• f1.0ners for Majjâchufetts .Bay.' (Governor Pownall as above,. 
Vol. IT. p. 144:) ' Cf' ho mas Pownall, Efq ; brother to John Pocw
« na/1, Efq; one of the Secretaries to the Board of Trade, and. 
' afterwards Governor of theMajfocbufitts, was upon the fpot. (Hif
lif7 oftbt Brilijh Empirt in Nr;rtb .dmerica, p. z5.) E.] 

could 
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Çould.Qot at other tinü!s be·obtained, and fo creai..;. 
€ng . difputès a~d quari~ls; one ~ffeinbly waiti.ng 
~0 fee what another Will do, bemg afraid of do
irig more thali its fhare, or defirous of,doing lefs; 
or refuiîrig to do any thing, becaufe its country 
is not at prefent fo . much expofed ~as others, or 
becaufe another will reap more immediate ad van
tage; from one or other of which caufes, the af
femblies of fix ( o~t of feven) colonies applied to~ 
bad granted no affifiance to Virginia, when lately 
invaded by the French, though purpofely con
vened, and the importance of · the occafion ear..; 
nefily urged upon them: Con!Îdering moreover; 
that one principal encouragement to the French~ 
in invading and infulting the Britifh American 
dominions, was their knowledge of our difunited 
:Rate, and of our weaknefs arifing from fuch want 
bf union; and th at from bence different colonies 
}Vere, at different times, extremely haraffed, and 
put to great expence both of blood and treafure; 
.who would have remained in peace, if the enemy ' 
had had caufe to Jear the drawing on themfelves 
the re(entment and power of the whole; the faid 
Con1miffioners, confidering alfo the prefent in
trdachments of the French, and the mifchievous 
confequences that may be expeél:ed from them; if 
not oppo(ed with our fQrce, came to an unani- _ 
mous refolution,-1'-'hat an union of the colonies ii 
abjo!utely necdfary for their prefervation. . 

The ntanner of forming and efi:abliiliing this 
tmion was the next point. When it was confi
dered that the colonies were feldom ail in eq~al 

G + danger 
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danger at the fame time, or equally near · the 
âanger, or equally fenfible of it; that forne. of 
them bad p~uticular interefl:s to manage, With· 
which an union n\ight interfere i and that they 
were extremely jealous of each other ;-it was 
thought impraé.ticable to obtain a joint agreement 
of ali the colonies to an union, in which the ex
pence and burthen of defending any of them 
lhould be élivided among them ali; and if ever aéts 
of affembly in ali the colenies could be obtained 
for thÇlt purpofe, yet as any colon y, on the 
leaft diffatisfatl:ion, mrght repeal its own att and 
thereby withdraw itfelf from the union, it would 
not be -a fiable one, or fuch as could be depend
'ed on. : for if only one colo11y ihould, on any 
'difgt.ift withdraw itfelf, others rnight think it 
m;ju{l and unequal that they, by continuing in 
the union, lhould be at the expence of defend
ing a colony which refufed to bear its propor
tionable part, and would therefore one after 
anot~er, withdtaw, till the whole crumbled in.,. 
to its ·original parts.-Therefore the comrnif
fioners came· to another previous refolution, 

' viz. '{hat it was necr:flàry the umon jhould be e.fla
blijhed by aff qf parliament. 

!hey t~en proceed~d _to iketc~ out a plan of 
~mon, wh1ch they d1d 111 a plain and concife 
manner, jufi: fufficient to iliew their fentiments 
of the kind of union that \vould befi: fuit the 
circumfrances of the colonies, be n1oft aaree- · 

b 
a~le to _the people,_ and mofi: effeétually promote 
h1s May~~fiy s ferVIce and the general intereft 

of 
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of the Britifh empire.-This was refpeétfully 
fent to the affemblies of the feveral colonies for 
their confideration, and to receive fuch altera
tions and improvements as they fhould think 
fit and necefiàry; after which it was propofed 
to be tranfmitted to England to be perfeéted, and 
the eftablifhment of it there hum bi y folicited. 

This was as much as the commiffioners could 

do +· * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *• 

II. Reafons agaz'njl partial Unions .. 

It was propofed by forne of the Commiffioners 
to form the colonies in to two · or three diftinét 
union.s; but for thefe reafons that propofal was 
dropped even by thofe th at made it; [ viz. J 

1. In ali cafes where the firength of the whole 
·was necelfary to be ufed againfr the enemy, thete 
would be the fame difficulty in degree, to bring 
the feveral unions to unite together, as now the 
feveral colonies; and confequeritly the fame dela ys 
on our part and advantage to the enemy. 

2. Each . union would feparately be weaker 
than when joined by the whole, obliged to exert 
more force, be more oppreifed by the expence, 
and the enemy lefs deterred fron1 attacking it. 

3· Where particular colonies have Je!fijb views, 
as New York with regard to Indian trade and 

t (Dr. Da'Venant was fo well convinced of the expediency or 
a~ union of the colonies, that he recites, at full length, a plan 
cqntrived, as he fays,, with good judgment for the purpofe. Da'Ve~ 
TJQ?It,. Vol. I. p. 40, 41: of Sir C, 'f,Fbù'7.J.:ortb' -:: Edition . E.J 

lands ; 
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lands ; or are lefi expeftd, being covered by ot?er~i 
as New J erfey~ Rhode Hl and, Conneél:icu·t, 
Maryland; or have particular whims and prejudices 
againft warlike meafures in general, as Penfylvania',. 
where the ~akers predominate ; fuch colonies 
would have more weight in a partial union, and 
be better able to oppofe and obfiruél: the meafures 
neceifary for the general good, than where they 
are fwallowed up in the general union. 

4· The Indian trade would be better regulated 
by the union of the whole than by partial 
unions. And as Canada is cJ'liefly fupported by
that trade, if it could be drawn into the bands 
of the Englijh, (as it might be if the Indians 
were fupplied on moderate terms, and by ho• 
nefl: traders appointed by and aél:ing for the pub• 
fic) that alone would contribute greatly to the 
weakening of our enemies. 

5. The efiablifhing of new colonies weil: ward 
on the Ohio and the lakes, (a matter of confi
derable importanc~ to the increafe of Britijh 
trade and power, to the breaking that of the 
French, and to the proteél:ion and fecurity of 
o~r _Ptefet:t colonies,) would beil: be carried on by 
a JOint umon. 

6. It was alfo thought, that by the frequent 
uteetings-together of cm1uniffioners or repre• 
fentatives from ali the colonies, the circumfi:ances 
of the whole would be better known, and the 
good of the whole better provided for; and 
that the colonies would by this conneél:ion learn 

·10 _confider themfelves, not as fo many indepen~ ·
. dent 
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dent fiates, but as members of the fame body; 
and thence be more ready to afford ailifiance and 
fupport to each other, and to make diverfions 
in favour even of the mofi: difiant, and to join 
cordially in any expedition for the benefit of ali 
againft the corn mon enem y. 

Thefe were the principal reafons and motives 
for forming the plan of union as it flands. To 
which may be ~dded this, th at as the union of the 
******************* 

Cfhe remainder of thù article ù lqfl. 

-

III. Plan of a propojècl Union of the Jeve-
ralColonies of l\1aifachuifet.t's Bay, New 
Hampfhire, Conneéticut, Rhode Ifland, 
New York,. New Jerfey, Penfylvania, 
Mary land, Virginia, North Carol ina, and 
South Carolina for their mutual Defence 
and Security, and for extending· the Bri
tifh Settlements in North America, with 
the Rea fins and Motives for each Article of 
the Plan [as Jar as could be reme11;bered.} 

It is propofed.-That hu1nble· appli
cation be made for an~& of parliament 
.of Great Britain, by virtue rof which one 
s;eneral government may be formed iq 
r Li~erica 
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America including ali the faid coÎohÎes._ 
within and under which government each 
colony may retain its prefent conftitution; 
except in the particulars wherein a change 
may be direél:ed by the faid aét as here-. 
after follows *. 

Prejide1zt General, and Grand Council. 

That the faid general government be 
adminifiered by a Prefident General to be 
appointed and fupported by the crown ; 
and a Grand Cou neil to be chofen by the 
repreféntatives of the people of the feveral 
colonies met in their refpeàive affemblies .. 

lt was thought that it would be beft the Pre-' 
fident General ihould be fupported as weil as 
appointed by the crown ; that fo all difputes 
between · h in1 and thè Grand Council concern
ing his fal ary rnight be prevented ; as fuch dif.
putes have been frequently of nJifchievous ~on
ièq uence in particular colonies, efpecially in 
time of public danger. The quit-rents of crown• 
lands in A1nerica, 1n ight in a ihort time be fuf ... 

~ (T_he .reader may perceive, by the difFerence of the typep 
wh1c~ 1s t~e text .of the plan, and which the re6jô(Zs and motùvu 
mennoned m the t!Ùe. They are thu~ confolidated for his eonve· 
~ience. The Editor has taken one or two farther liberties in t~:aJZjpoj:-
zng thefe Albm':Y pa pers ; but the fen fe remains as before·. E.] 

· fic~nt 
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ficient for this purpofe.-The choice of mem~ 
bers for the grand council is placed in the houfe 
of repn~fentatives of each government, in order _ 
to give the people a iliare in this new general go
vem.qlènt, as the crown has its iliar(! by th~ 
flppointment of the Prefident General. 

But it being propofed by the gentlemen of the 
çouncil of New rork, and forne other counfellors 
among the commiffioners, to alter the _plan in 
this p~rticular, and to gi ve the governors and 
council of the feveral provinces a ihare in the 
choice of the grand council, or at leafi a power 
of approving and confirming or of difallowing 
the choice made by the houfe of reprefèntatives., 
it was faid: 

" That the government or confii tution pro .. 
u pofed t.o be formed by the plan, confifis of two 
,., branches; a Prefident General appointed by the 
J' crown, and a council chofen by the people, 
~è or by the people's reprefentatives, which is 

· '' the fame thing . 
. " That by a fubfequent article, the council 

u chofen by the ·people can e:ffeét nothing with
f' otit the confent of the Prefident G eneral ap
~' pointed by the crown; the crown poifeifes 
~' therefore full on~ half of the power of this 
·~ conftitution. 

" That in the Britiili conftitution, the crown 
'" is fuppofed to potfefs but orre third> the Lords 
~' having their ihare. 

" That this conftitution feemeQ.. rat~er more 
f~ fayourable for the crown. 

j' That 
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" That it is effential to Engli{h liberty, [that] 
" the fubjeét lhould not be taxed but by his own 
" confent or the confent of his eleél:ed repre
" fentatives. 

" That taxes to be laid and levied hy this 
" propofed confi:!tution will be propofed and 
" agreed to by the reprefentatives of the peo
" ple, if the plan in this particular be preferved : 

" But if the propofed alteration fhould take 
" place, it feemed as if matters may be fo ma
" naged as that the crown !hall finally have the 
" appointment not only of the Prefident Ge
" neral, but of a majority of the grand council; 
" for, feven out of eleven governors and coun
" cils are appointed by the crown: · 

" And fo the people in all the colonies would 
" in effeét be taxed by their governors. 

" It was therefore apprehended that fuch al
" terations of the plan would give great dif
c:, fatisfaétion, and that the colonies could not 
" be eafy under fuch a power in governors, and 
" fuch an infringement of what they take to be 
" Englijh liberty. . 

" Befides, the giving a ihar~ in the choice of 
'' the grand council would not be equal with re
" fpeét to ali the colonies, as their confi:itutioris 
" differ. In forne, both governor and cou neil 
" are, appointed by the crown. In others, they 
" are both appointed by the proprietors. In 
" fo~e, the people have a fhare in the choice of 
" the council; in others, bath government and 
u council are wholly chofen by the people. But 

· '' the ... 
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~' the houfe of reprefentatives is every where 
" çhofen by the people; and therefore placing the 
!' right of choofing the grand council in- the 
" ,reprefentatives, is equal with refpeél: to ail. 

" That the grand council is intended to re
l' prefent ail the feveral houfes of reprefenta
" tives of the colonies, as a houfe of repre
!' fentatives doth the feveral t_owns or counties 
,, of a colon y. Could ali the people of a cola
" ny be confulted and unite in public p1eafures, 
" a houfe of reprefentatives would be needlefs: 
~' and could ali the affemblies conveniently con
" fuit and unite in general meafures, the grand 
" ~ouncil would be unneceffary • 

. " That a houfe of commons or the houfe of 
~' reprefentatives, and the grand council, are thus 
f' alike in their nature and intention. And as 
,,, it would feem improper that the King or houfe 
'-' of ;Lords ihould have a power of difallow-

- r>' ~ng .or appointing 1nembers of the houfe of 
H commons ;-fo likewife that a govtrnor and 
~' .council appointed by the crown fhould have a 
~' power - c;>f difallowing or appointing mem
cc bers of the grand co un cil, (who, in this con
~~ ftit~tion, ~r~ to ~e the reprefentatives of the 
" people.} 

·'' If the governors and councils therefore 
~· were to have a ihare in the choice of any 
'.' that are to conduét this general government, 
'' it 1hould feem more proper that they chofe 
"' the Prefident General. But this being an of
" fiee of gre'l.~ truft and importan~e to the na-

I " tion, 
' . 
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" tion, it was thought better to be filled by the 
" immediate appointment of the crown. 

" The power propofed to be ,given by the plan 
" to the grand council is only a concentration of 
"' the powers of the feveral aifemblies in certain 
" points for the general welfare; as the power Qf 
~ the Prefident General is of the powers of the. 
~' feveral governors in the fame points. 

" And as the choice therefore of the grand 
. " council by the reprefentatives of the people, 
" neither gives the people any new powers, nor 

" " di min ilhes the power of the crown, it was 
· " thought and hoped the crown would not dif
•' approve of it." 

U pou the w hole, the corn miffioners were of 
opinion, that the choice was mofi: properly plac
çd in the reprefentatives of the people. 

EleElion of l'riembers. 

That within months after the 
· paffing fu ch aét, the hou fe of reprefenta'"" 
tives that happen to be Gtting \Vithin that 
tin1e, or that fhall be efpecially for that 
purpofe c~nvened, may and ihall choofe 
Pletnbers for the grand council, in the fol ... 
lowing proportion, that is to fay, 

Maffar:hu./fett' s 
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Maffachu.ffett' s Bay 
New Hampjhire 
Conneélicut - -- - - - -
Rhode Ijland - - -
New rork - - ... - ~ -
New Jerfeys - - - -
Penfylvania - - - ... 
Maryland - - - -
P"irginia - - - - - - -
North Carolina - - - -
South Carolina - - - -

7 
2 

5 
2 

4 
3 
6 
4 
7 
4 
4 

48 

97 

It was thought that if the leafi: colony was al
J.owed two, and the others in proportion, the num
ber would be very great and the expence heavy; 
and that lefs than two would not be convenient, 
as a fingle perfon, being by any accident prevented 
appearing at the meeting, the colony he ought to 
appear for would not be reprefented. That as the 
choice was not immediately popular, they would 
be generally men of good abilities for bufinefs, 
and n1en of reputation for integrity; and that 
forty-eightfuch tnen might be a number fufficient. 
But, though it was thought reafonable that each 
colony ihould have a fhare in the reprefentative 
body in forne degree, according to the proportion 
it ~ontributed to the general treafury; yet the pro.
portion of wealth or power of the colonies is not 

H to 
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to be j udged by the proportion he re fixed ; he· 
caufe it was at firfi agreed that the greateft colony 
ihould not have more than feven members, nor 
the leaft lefs than two: and the fettling thefe 
proportions between th_efe two extrem_es_ was not 
nicely attended to, as 1t would find Itt~lf, after 
the firil: eleétion from the fums brought mto the 
treafury, as by a fubfequent article. 

Place of fir.ft Meeting. 

-who fhall meet for the firfi time at the 
city of Philadelphia in Penfylvania, being 
called by the Prefident General as foon as 
conveniently may be after his appointment. 

Philadelphia was named as being the nearer the 
center of the colonies, where the Commiffioners 
would be well and cheapl y accommodated. The 
high-roads through the whole extent, are for the 
moft part very good, in which foïty or fifty miles 
a day tnay very well be and frequently are tra
velled. Great part of the way n1ay likewife be 
gone by water.-In fummer-time the paifages are 
frequently perfonned in a weekfromCharles'I'own 
to Philadelphia and New York ; and fron1 Rhode 
Ijland toN ew York through the Sound in two or 
three days; and from New York to Philadelphia 
by water and land in two days, by ftage-boats 
and ~heel-carriages that fet out every other day. 
The JOUrney from Charles To-z;;·n to Philadelphia 

may 
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may likewife be facilitated by boats running up 
Chefapeak Bay three hm1dred miles.-But if the 
whole journey be performed on horfeback, the 

' moil: difi:ant members, (vz"z. the two from New 
Hampjhir(andfrom South Caro/ina) may probably 
render themfelves at Philadelphia· in fifteen or 
twenty-days;-the majority may be there in much 
lefs time. · 

New Eleélion. 
That there iliall be a new eleétion of 

the members of the Grand Council every 
three years; and on the death or refigna
tion of any member, his place ihall be 
fupplied by a new choice at the next fit
ting of the aifembly of the colony he re
prefented. 

Sorne colonies•have annual afTemblies, forne con
tinue during a governor's pleafure; three years was 
thought a reafonable medium, as affording a new 
inember time to improve himfelf in the bufinefs, 
and to aét after fuch improvement; a~d yet giving 
o·pportunities, frequent enough, to diange him if 
he has mifhehaved. 

Proportion of Mem!Jers after tbe jirfl 
three re ars. 

That after the firft three years, when 
the proportion of mo ney arifing out of 

H 2 each 
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each colony to the general treafury can 
be known, the number of members to be 
chofen for each colon Y' ihall fron1 time to 
ti me, in ali enfuing elections, be regulated 
by that proportion (yet fo as that the nun1-
ber to be chofen by an y one province be 
not more than feven, nor lefs than two ). 

1 

By a fubfequent article it is propofed, that 
the general council {hall lay and levy fuch ge
neral duties as to them may appear mofi equal 
and leafi burthenfome, &c. Suppofe, for in
fiance, they lay a fmall duty or excife on forne 
commodity imported into or made in the colo
nies, and pr-etty generally and equally ufed in ali 
of them; as rum perhaps, or wine: the yearly 
produce of this duty or excife, if fairly col
leél:ed, would be in forne colonies greater, in 
others lefs, as the colonies are grea ter or fmaller. 
When the colleél:ors accounts are brought in, 
the proportions will appear; and from them it 
is propofed to regulate the proportion of repre
ièntatives to be chofen at the next general elec
tion, within the limits however of feven and two. 
Theie nun~bers may therefore vary in courfe of 
years, as thé <:olonies may in the growth and in
creaiè of people. And thus the quota of tax 
frotn each colony wouid naturally vary wit4 its 
circm~fta~1ces ;_ thereby prev~nting ali difputes 
:1nd d1ffatisfaébons about the JUil: propœ-tions due 

fro1n 
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from each; which might otherwife produce per
nicious confequences, and defiroy the harmony 
and good agreement that ought to fubfift be
tween the feveral parts of the union. 

Meetings of the Grand Council, and Gall. 

That the Grand Council iliall meet once 
in every year and oftener if occaGon re
quire, at fuch time and place as they iball 
adjourn to at the lafi preceding meeting, 
or as they iball be called to meet at by 
the Prefident General on any emergency ;, 
he having firft obtained in writing the 
confent of feven of the members to fuch 
cali, and fent due and timely notice to 
the whole. 

It was thought, in efiabli!hing and governing 
new colonies or feulements, regulating Indian 
trade, Indian treaties, &c. the re would be every 
year fufficient buiinefs arife to require at leafi: 
one meeting, and at fuch meeting many things 
might be fuggefred for the benefit of ali the co
lonies. This annual meeting may either be at 
a time or place certain, to be fixed by the Pre
fident General and grand council at their firft 
meeting ; or left at liberty, to be at fuch time 
and place ~s they !hall adjourn to, or be called· 
to meet at by the Prefident General. 

H 3 ln 
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In trine of war it feems convenient, that the 
meeting lhould be in that colony, which is neareft 
the feat of aétion. 

The power of calling them on any emergency 
feemed nece!fary to be veil:ed in the Prefident 
General ; but th:1t fuch power might not hé 
wantonly ufed to harafs the members, and oblige 
them to make frequect long journies to little pur
pofe, the confent of feven at Ieafl: to fuch ca!l 
was fuppofed a convenient guard. 

Continuance. 

That the Grand Council have power tq 
choofe their fpeaker ; and iliap neither be 
di{folved, prorogued, nor continued fit.:. 
ting longer thal?- Gx weeks at o~e tin1e ; 
without their own confent or the fpecial 
éomtnand of the crown. · · · · - ~ · l 

The fpeaker !hould be prefen!ed for approba
tion; it being convenient, to prevent mifunder~ 
ftandings and difguil:s, that the mouth of the 
council {bauld be a perfon agrèeable, if poffible; 
both to the council and Prefident GeneraL · 

Governors have fometimes wantonly exercifed 
the power of proroguing or continuing the feflionS 
of a!femblies, merely to harafs the tnembers and 
corn pel a compliance; and fometimes diifolve therrl 
on flight difgufis. · ·This it was feared n1ight bé 
done by the Prefident Generai, ïf'not provided 

1 , · ' ' againft: 
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againfi: and the inconvenience and hardilii p would 
be greater in the general government than in par .. 
ticular colonies, in proportion to the diftance the 
members mufi be from home, during fittings, 
and the long journies forne of them muft necefià-
rily take. · 

Members' A!lowance. 

That the members of the Grand Cou n
eil iliall be allowed for their fervice ten 
:lhillings fterling per diem, during th~ir 
feffion and journey to and from the place 
of me~ting ; twenty nliles to be reckoned 
a day's journey. 

It was thought proper to allow (ome wages, let1: 
the expence might deter forne fuitable perfons 
from the fervice; - and not to allow too great 
wages, lefi unfuitable perfons iliould be tempted 
to cabal for the employment f0r the fake of gain.
Twenty miles was fet clown as a day's journey 
to allow for accidentai hinderances on the road, 
and the· grea ter expences of travelling than refid
ing at the place of meeting. 

A./Jent of Prejident General and his Duty. 

That the affent of the Prefident Gene
ral . be requifite to ali aél:s of the Grand 
1 

H 4 Council ; 
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Council ; and that it be his office and 
duty to caufe then1 to be carrieq intq 
execution. 

The a.ffent of the Preiident General to ail aét$ 
of the grand cou neil was made neceifary, in order 
to give the crown its due lhare of i~fluence in this 
government, and conneét it with that of Great 
Brùain. The Prefident General, befides one 
half of the legiflative power, bath i~ his bands 
the whole executive power. 

Power of Prejident General and Grand 
Council. Treat~es of P eace and War. 

That the Prefident General, with the 
advic~ of the Grand Council, hold or di
reél: all lndian treaties in which the gene
ral interefl: of the colonies may be con
çerned; and make peace or declare \Var 
wüh Indian nations. 

Th_e po~·er of making peace or war with Indian 
nations is at prefent fuppofed to be in every 
colon y, and is expreisly granted to fon1e by char
ter, [o that PQ new power is hereby intended 
tb be granted to the colonies.-But as, in con
ièquence of this po~er, on.e colony might make 
pea.ce with a. nati_on. that a~other was juftly engag
_ed 1n war With; or make war on fiight occafions 

· · · without 
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without the concurrence or approbation of .peigh
bouring colonies, greatly endangered by it; or 
make particular treaties of neutrality in cafe of 
a general war, to their own private advantage in 
trade, by fupplying the common ene~y"; of 
ali which there have been infl:ances-it was 
thought better to have ali treaties of a g~neral 
nature under a general direétion; that fo thÇ! 
good of the whole tnay be confulted and pro
vided for. 

lndian 'Trade. 
That they make fuch laws as they judge 

neceffary for regulating ali Indian trade. 

Many quarrels and wars have arifen between 
the colonies and Indian nations, through the 
bad conduét of traders; who cheat the Indians 
~fter n1aking then1 drunk, &c. to the great ex-· 
pence of the colonies both in blood and trea
fur.e. Particular colonies are fo interefred in the 
trade as not to be willing to admit fuch a regu;
Jation as might be beft for the whole; and there
fore it was thought beft under a general di
reétion. 

lndian Purèhafes. 
That they make ail purchafes from 

~ ndians for the crown, of lands not now 
~ithin the bounds of particular colonies 
or that fhall not be within their bounds 
' . when 
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v1hen forne of them are ·reduced to more 
convenient dimenfions. 

Purchafes from the Indians made by private 
perfons, have been attended with many incon
veniences. They have frequently interfered, 
and occafioned unceruinty of titles, many dif
putes and expenfive law-fuits, and hindered 
the fettlement of the land fo difputed. Then 
the Indians have been cheated by fuch private 
purchafes, and difcontent and wars have been 
the confequence. Thefe would be prevented by 
public fair purchafes. , 

Several of the colony charters in America ex
tend their bounds to the South Sea, which may 
be perhaps three or fou.r thoufand miles in 
length to one or two hnndred miles in breadth. 
It is fuppofed they mufl: in time be reduced to 
dimenilons more convenient for the common 
purpofes of government *. 

Very 

* [ 1\Ir. Baron /If. ~ in page zoo of his a eco un t of the 
Pruudings at ~ebec, ftr obtaining an A.ffimb)·, has the following 
liint: ' 'l'he vail: en largement of the proYince [ of~ebec] by adding 
• to it a new territory that contains, according to Lord Hilljbo
•. rough's efl:imation of it, live hundred and eleven millions of acres, 
• (that is, more land th,an Spahr, !ta/y, France, and Germany put 
• together, and moft of it good land) is a meafure that would 
• require an ample difcuffion.'--That the reader may not fuf
pe~ that thcfi dimœjirms c·were C01l'Vtnient f()r UDCOmmon purpofes of 
govtrnmnzt, I fh.all q uote the mo ti v es affigned upon this occafion 
by the :l.l."t tegulating the govcrnmeot of §0ehcc. • By the ar
' rangements made by the royal proclamation, a very large extent 
• of [ outlying] country, within which there were feveral colonies 
• and fet.::!ements of the fubjeéts of France, who claimed to remain 

' thereüt 
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Very little of the land in thofe grants is yet 
purchafed of the Indians. 

It is much cheaper to purchafe of them, than" 
to take and main tain the poffeffion by force .: for 
they are generally very reafonable in their de
mands for land*; and the expence of guarding · 
a large frontier againfi: their incurfions is vafily 
great; becaufe all mufi: be guarded and always 

' therein under the faith of the faid treaty, was left without any 
~ provifion being made for the adminiftration of civil government 
' therein :' i.e. a few l ndian traders were a pretext for this ap
-propriation of a traét of country, which according to the minifler's 
eftimate, was more th an 13 times larger than England and Wales 
'un ited, nearly 128 times larger than Jamaica, almoft t part of 
Europe, and confiderably more than 1\- part of the whole ha
bitable earth, (comparing it with the feveral calculations in 
Cfbe Political Survey of Great Britain by Dr. Campbell, and in that 
of Jamaùa by Mr. Long.) 'Now ali the inhabitants of the pro. 
' vince of fi(,uebec, fays this very aél:, amounted at the conqueft 
: to above fixty-five thoufand [ only,] profeffing the religion of the 

church of Rome, and enjoying an eftabli!hed form of conftitu
' tion and fyftem of laws.' E. J 

* [' Dr. Franklin, (fays Mr. Kalm the Swede,) and feveral ether 
' gentlemen, frequently told me, that a powerful Indian, who pof
~ feffed Rhode Ijland, had fold it to the Englijb for a pair of fpeéta
. cles: it is 1arge enough for a prince's domain, and makes a pecu
i 1iar government <~:t prefent. ThisJndian knew [how] to fet a true 
' value upon a pa1r of fpeétacles: for undoubtedly if thofe glaires 
' were not fo plentiful, and only a few of them co.uld be found, 
' they would, on account of their great ufe, bear the fame prit:e 
J with diamonds.' · See Ka lm' s Cf'ravels into Nort~ America, Vol. I. 
p. 386, 387. ' At the time when the S.wedes firft arrived, they 
' bought land at a very inconfiderable priee. For a piece of haize, 
' or a pot full of brandy, or the like, they could get a pie ce of 
~ ground, which at prefent would be worth more than 290/. jlerling. 
lb. Vol. II. p. II8.-The truth is, that thelndians confidered the1r 
~ands as mere hunting-manors, and not as farms. E.] 
1 ' • ') 

guarded, 



108 A L B A N Y p A P E R s. 

guarded, as we know not where or when to ex
peél them t· 

New Settlements. 
That they make new fettlements on 

fuch purchafes by granting lands in the 
King' s name, referving a quit-rent to 
the crov1n for the ufe of the general 
treafury. 

It is fuppofed better that there !hould be one 
purchafer than many ; and that the crown 
ihould be that purchafer, or the union in the 
name of the crown. By this means the bar
gains may be rn ore eafil y made, the priee not 
inhanced by numerous bidders, future difputes 
about private Indian purchafes, and monopolies 
of vafl: traél:s . to particular perfons ( which are 
prejudicial to the fettlement and peopling of a 
country) prevented? ~nd the land being again 
granted in fmall traél:t; tQ the fettlers, the quit-

t (Tç guard againft the incurfions of the brdians, a plan was 
fent over .to A?J!erica (and, as I think, by · <!-uthority,) fuggefting 
the exped1ency of clearing away the woods and bûilies from a traét 
oflan.d, a mile in breadth, and extending along the back of the 
colonies. · Unfortunately, befides the large expence of this under
taking (which, if one acre coft 21. flerlillg, and 640 acres rnake 
a fquare mile, is J28,ooo/. firfl cojl for every 100 miles;) it waa 
forgotten that the Indians, like other people, knew the diifcrence 
between day and night, and that a mile of ad vance and another 
of retr~a: , ":ere nothirig to the celerity of fuch an en emy.-This 
plan,. 1t IS fatd, was the v.:ork of Dean '1'-c;-r; and poffibly rnight 
contam many other paruculars. The ptans of Doélor Fn:ml:lin. 
and Got er or Pr;wnall appear rnuch more feafible. E . J 

rent~ 
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rents referved may in time become a fund for 
fupport of governmen t, for defence of the 
country, eafe of taxes, &c. 

Strong forts on the lakes, the Ohio, &c. may 
at the fame time they fecure our prefent fron
tiers, {erve to defend new colonies fettled under 
their proteélion; and fuch colonies would alfo 
mutually defend and fupport fuch forts, and bet
ter fecure the friendfhip of the far lndians. 

A particular colony hàs fcarce firength enough 
to extend itfelf by new fettlements, at fo great 
.a dîfiance from the old: but the joint force of 
the union might fuddenly efiabliih a new colo
ny or two in thofe parts, or extend an old co~ 
lony to particular paifes, greatly to the fecurity 
of our prefent frontiers, increafe of trade and 
people, breakîng off the French communication 
between Canada and Lou!Jiana, and fpeedy fet
tlement of the intermediate lands. 

The power of fettling new colonies is1 there
fore thought a valuable part of the plan ; and 
what cannot fo well be executed by two unions 
as by one. 

La-ws to govern thent. 

That they make laws for regulating 
and governing fuch new fettlements, till 
the crown fhall think ·fit to form them · 
into particular governments. 

The 
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The. m1king of laws fuitable for the new 
colonies, it was thought would be properly veil:
ed in the Prefident General and grand council ; 
under whofe prot~étion they will at firft necef
farily be, and who would be weil acquainted with 
their circumftances~ as having fettled them. 
When they are become fufficiently populous, 
they may by the crown, be formed into compleat 
and diftinél: governments. 

The appointment of a Sub-prefident by the 
crown, to take place in cafe of the death or ab
fence of the Prefident General, would perhaps 
be an improvement of the plan; and if ail the 
g-overnors of particular provinces were to be 
formed into a ftanding council of fiate, for the 
advice and affiftance of the Prefident General, it 
n1ight be another confiderable improvement. 

Raijè Soldiers and equip V ejfels, &c. 

That they raife and pay foldiers and 
build forts for the deferree of any of the 
colonies, and equip veliels of force to 
guard the coafl:s and proteét the trade on 

. the ocean, lakes *, or great ri vers ; but 
they fball not imprefs men in any colony 
without the confent of ·the legiflature. · 

" [' Ac:cording to a plan whi~h had been propofed by Governor 
• Pcrwnall, and approved of by congrefs.'-(Adminiftration of t..l1e 
colonies~ Vol, II. p. 148, E.] 

It 

• 
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It was tbought, that quotas of men to be raifed 
and paid by the feveral colonies, and joined for 
any public fervice, could not al ways be got to
gether with the neceiTary expedition. For in
fiance, fuppofe one thoufand men lhould be 
wanted in New Hampjhire on any emergency; 
to fetch them by fifties and hundreds out of 
every colony as far as South Caro/ina, would be 
inconvenient, the tranfportation chargeable, and 
the occafion perhaps paffed before they could be 
affembled _; and therefore that it would be l?dl: 
to raife them (by offering bounty-rnoney and 
pay) near the place where they would be want
ed, to be difcharged again when the fervice ihould 
be over. -

Particular colonies are at prefent backward to 
build forts at their own expence, 1vhich they 
fay will be equally ufeful to their neighbouring 
colonies ; who refufe to join, on a prefumption 
that fuch forts will be built and kept np, though 
they contribute nothing. This unjuft conduél: 
weakens the whole; but the forts being for the 
good of the whole, it was thought beft they 
fhould be built and maintained by the whole, 
out of the common treafury. · 

In the ti me of war, fmall veffels of force are 
(ometi_~es neceffary in the colonies to [cour the 
coaft of fmall privateers. Thefe being provid
ed by the Union, will be an aqvantage in turn 
to the colonies which are fituated on the fea, . 
and whofe frontiers on the land-fide, being cover
ed by other colonies, reap but little immediate 
benefit from the advanced forts. Poczoer 
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Power to make Laws, lay Duties, &c, 

That for thefe purpofes they have power· 
to make laws, and lay and levy fuch gene
.ral duties, imports, or taxes, as to them 
ilia li appear mo ft equal and jufi, ( corifid~r~ 
ing the ability and other circumfiances of 
the inhabitants in the feveral colonies,) and 
fuch as may be colleél:ed with the leaft 
inconvenience to the people; rather dif
conraging luxury, than loading induftry 
with unnecetiary burthens. 

The Iawc. which the Prefident General and 
grand council are impowered to make, are Juch 
on/y as 1ball be neceifary for the governmen t of 
the {etdements ; the raifing, regulating and pay
ing foldiers for the general fervice ; the regulat
ing of Indian trade; and laying and colleéting 
the general duties and taxes. (They ihould alfo 
have a power to refirain the exportation of pro
viflOns to the enemy from any of the colonies_, 
on particular occafions, in time of war.) But 
is it not intended that they may interfere with 
the confiitution and government of the particular 
colonies; who are to be left to their own laws, 
and to lay, levy, and apply their own taxes as 
before. 

1 General 
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General Treafurer and Particular 
Treafurer. 

That they may appoint a General Trea
futer and Particular Treafurer in each go 
vernment when necelfary ; and from time 
to time may order .the fums · in ·th-e trea
furies of each government into the general 
treafury ; or draw on theni for fpecial 
payments, as they find mofl: ·convenient. 

The treafurers here meant are only for the 
general funàs; and not for the particular funds 
of each colony, which remain in the hands of their 
0wn treafurers at their own difpofal. 

Money how to ijfue. 

· Y et no money to iliue but by joint or
ciers of the PreGdent General and Grand 
Council; except where fums have been 
appropriated to particular purpofes, and 
the Prefident General is previoufly im
powered by an aél: to draw for fuch furns. 

To prevent mifapplication of the money, or 
even application that might be diffatisfaétory to 
the crown Qr the people, it was thought neceifary 

I to 
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to join the Prefident General and grand co~ncil 
in ail iŒues of mo ney. 

Accounts. 

That the general Accounts fhall .be 
yearly fettled and reported to the feveral 
affemblies. 

By communicating the accounts yearly to each 
affembly, they will be fatisfied of the prudent 

- and honefi: conduét of their reprefentatives in thç 
grand counci l. 

~orum. 

'fhat a quorum of the Grand Cou neil 
i1npowered to aét with the PreG.dent Ge
neral, do conG.fi of twenry-five me rn bers; 
an1ong whom there :fhall be one or more 
fron1. a majority of the colonies. 

The quorum feems large, but it was thought 
it vvould not be fatisfaétory to the colonies in ge
neral, to have matters of importance to the whole 
tranfaéted by a fmaller nurnber, or even · by this 
number of twenty-Gve, unlefs there were among 
rhem one at leaft from a mijority of the colonies; 
becaufe otherwife the whole quornm being made 
llf of ~e~bers fro~ ~hree or foqr colonies at one 

' end 
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end of the union, fomething might be done that 
would not be eq ual with refpeél: to the re ft, and 
thence dlifatisfaél:ions and difcords might rife to 
the prejudice of the whole. 

L a71JS to be tranfmitterl. 

T hat th laws made by them for the 
p '"pofc"'s aforefai iliall not .be repugnant, 
bt. ' as near as may be, agreeable to the 
la'(.vs of Englctnd, and ihall be tranfmitted 
to the King in council for approbation as 
foon as may be after their paffing; and if 
not difap ·.- roved within three years after 
prefentation, to remain in force. 

This was thought neceifary for the fatisfaél:ion 
of the crown, to preferve the conneétion of the 
parts of the Britijh empire with the whole, of the 
1nembers with the head, and to induce greater 
care and circumfpeél:ion in making of the laws, 
th at they be good in then1fel v es and for the ge
neral benefit. 

Deatb of the Prejident General. 

That in cafe of thedeath ofthePrefident 
General11 the fpeaker of the Grand Co un cil 
for the tin1e being fhall fucceed, and b('; 

I 2 vefte~ 

, 
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vefied with the fame powers and authqri
ties, to .continue till ~he King' s pleafure 
be known. 

It might be better, perhaps~ as was faid before, 
if the crown appointed a Vice Prefident, to take 
place o~ the dea~h or abfence of the Prefident 
General; for fo we ihould be more fure of a 
fuitable perfon at the head of the colonies. Oq 
the death or abfence of both, the fpeaker to take 
place (or rather the eldefi King's-governor) till 
~is l\1ajefty's pleafure be known. 
. . 

· O.flicers bow appointed. 

That flll ~niFtary COf!lmiffion officers~ 
whether for land or fea fervice, to aét 
tJnder this general confiitution, ihall be 
~ominat~d by the Prefident General ; bu~ 
the approbati~n of the Grand Council is 
to be-obtain~d, before they receive their 
commiffions. And ail civil officers are 
to be no1ninated by the Grand Cooncil, 
and to receive the Prefident General's 
~pprobation ·before they offi~iate. 

It was th~~ght it mig~t be very prejudicial tq 
the fervice, to have officers appointed unknown 
to tl"ie people, or unaccepta~le; the generality of 

· Ame-
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Americans ferving willingly under officers they 
know; and not caring to engage in the fervice 
under .firangers, or fuch as are often appointed 
by governors through favour or interefi. The 
fervice here meant, is not the .fiated fettled fer
vice in .fianding troops; but any fudden and {bort 
fervice, either for defence of our own coloni-es, 
or invading the enemies country; (fuch as, _ the 
expedition to Cape Breton in the laft war; in which 
many fubftantial farmers and tradefmen engaged 
as common foldiers under offi.cers of their own 
country, for whom they had an e.fieem and af
feél:ion ;· who would not have engaged in a fl:and
ing army, or un der officers from England.)--..... It 
was therefore thought befr to give the council 
the power of approving the officers, which the 
people will look upon as a great fecurity of their 
being good men. And without forne fuch pro
vifion as this, it was thought the expence of en
gaging men in the fervice on any emergency would 
be much greater, and the number who could be 
induced to engage much lefs; and that therefore 
it would be mo ft for the King' s fervice and gene
ral benefitof the nation, that the prerogative!hould 
relax a little in this particular throughout ail the 
colonies in America; as it had already done much 
more in the ·charters of iome particular colonies, 
viz. Conneélicut and Rhode Ijland. 

The civil officers will be chiefly treafurers and 
colleél:ors of taxes; and the fuitable perfons are 
moft likely to be known by the counc'il. 

I 3 
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Yacancies how fupplied. 

But in cafe of v ac ancy by dea th, or ré
moval of any officer civil or military under 
this conft:itution, the governor of the pro
vince in which fuch vacancy happens, may 
appoint till the pleafure of the Prefident 
General and Grand Cou neil can be known • 

. The vacancîes were thought beft fupplied by 
the governors in each province, till a new ap
pointment can be regularly made; otherwife the 
ferrice might fuifer before the meeting of the 
Prefident General and grand council. 

- Bach c_~lony may defend itfelf on 
Emergency, &c. 

That the particolar military as weil as 
civil eftabliiliments in each colony remain 
in their prefent fl:ate, the general conftitu
tion notvvithfianding; and that on fudden 
emergencies any colony may defend itfelf 
and lay the accounts of expence thence 
arifing before the Prefident General and 
general council, who may allovv and arder 

pa y-
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paym'ent of the fame as far as they judge 
fuch accounts jufl: and reafonable. 

Otherwife the tJ ni on of the wh ole wouid 
weaken the parts, contrary to the defign of the 
union. The accounts are to be judged of by 
the Prefident General and grand council, and -
allowed if found reafonable: this was thought 
neceifary to encourage colonies to defend them
felves, as the expence would be light when borne 
by the wh ole ; and alfa to check imprudent and 
laviih expence in fuch defences +· 

t [This plan of union, it>vill appear from the next page, was. 
rejeéted; and another propofed to be{ubil:ituted by the Englifh mi
nifi~, which had for its chief objeél:, the takîng power from the 
people in the colonies in order to give it to the crov.;tt. E.] 

1 4 I. L ~ T~ 
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I. L E T T E R to Governor Shirley, concernùzg 
tbe Impojùz"on qf direél 'l'axes upon the Colonies, 
rr'e·ùhout _thez"r Conflnt *. 

S I R, 'I'uejday Morning. · 

I retnrn you the loofe 1heets of the plan, 
with thanks to your Excellency for com
n1unicating them. 

1 Apprehend, that exclud1ng the people of the 
· colonies from all {hare in the choice of the 

grand council, will give extreme diffatisfaél:ion; 
as weil as the taxing them. by aél: of parliament, 

where 

• [Thefe letters to Governor Shirley firfi: appeared in the Lon
don Chronicle for Feh. 6- 8, 1 ï66, with an introduétion figned A Lo'Ver of Britain. In the begi nning of the year 1776, they were republi!hed in Almon's Remcmhrm:c;:r, with an additional Fefti
tory piece, un der the fignature of ..~·1 ftlounw· O'Vet' our Ca/amities.I !hall explain the fubjeét of them in the words of one of thefe 
writers. ' '.The Alha"y Plan of UJJicn \vas fent to the goYernment ' here for approbation: had it been approved and efi:ablilhed 
' by authority from hence, Eng!ijh .bmcrica thought itfelf fuf
' ficiently able to cope with the FrnJcb, without other affifi:ance; 
' feveral of the colonies having alone, in former wars, withftood 
' the whole power of the enerny, unaffifted not only by the mother
• country, but by any of the neighbouring provinces.-The plan, 
; hO\yever, was not approved here; but a New one was formed 
' inftead of it; by_ whiçh it was propofed, that " the governors " of all the colomes, attended by one or two members of their 
" refpeéti ve:; councils, fhould a!feinble, and concert meafures for 

" the 
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where they have no reprefentation. It is very 
poffible, that this general government might be 
as weil and faithfully adminifiered without the 
people, as with them; but where heavy burdens 
are to be laid upon them, it has been found ufe
ful to make it, as much as poffible, their own 
aél:; for they bear better, when they have, or 
think they have fome iliare in the direétion ; and 
when any public meafures are generally grievous 
or even difiafieful, to the people, the wheels of 
government move more heavily. 

" the defence of the whole, ereél: forts where they judged proper~ 
" and raife what troops they thought neceifary, with power to 
u draw on the treafury here for the fums that fhould be wanted, 
" and the treafury to be reimburfed by a tax laid on the colonies 
" hy afl of parliament."--This New plan being communicated by 
~ Governor Shirley to a gentleman of Philadelphia, (Dr. Franklin) 
' then in Bofion (who hath very eminently difiinguifhed himfelf, 
~ before and ftnce that time, in the literary world, and whofe 
~ judgment, penetration and candor, as well as his readinefs and 
' ability to fuggeft, forward, or carry into execution, every 
~ fcheme of public utility, ha th mo ft defervedly endeared him, not 
' only to our fellow-fubjeél:s throughout the continent of North 
' America, but to his numberlefs friends on this fide the Atlantic) 
' occaftoned the following remarks from him, which perhaps 
' may contribute in forne degree to its being laid aftde. As they 
' very particularly fhew the then fentiments of the American.s 
' on the fubjeét of a parliamentary tax, hifore the French power 
' in that country was fubjeéted, and hifore the late rcfl:raints on 
' their commerce ; they fatisfy me, and I hope they will convince 
' y our readers ( contrary to what has been advanced by forne of 
• your correfpondents) that thofe particulars ha\·e had no ihare 
' in producing the prefent oppofttion to fuch a tax, nor in diftur
' bances occaftoned by it, which thefe papers indeed do almoll: 
' prophetically foretel. For this purpofe, having accidentally 
' fallen into my hands, they are communicated to you by one who 
ç is, not partial/y, but in tbe mojl enlarged finfe, 

' ALo vER ofBRITAIK! E.] 

II. LET-
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II. LETTE.R to the fame; concerning dz"reél Tax~i 
in the Colonz"es zmpofed without Confent, indzreél 
Cf'axes, and the Albany Plan oj Umon. 

S 1 R, Wednefday Morning. 

I Mentioned it yefi:erday to your Excellency a~ 
tny opinion, that excluding the people of the 

colonies from ail iliare in the choice of the grand 
council, would probably give extreme diifatisfac
tion, as well as the taxing them by aét of par lia
ment, where they have no reprefentation. In 
matters of general concern to the people, and 
efpecial1y where burdens are to be laid upon them; 
it is of ufe to confider, as well what tbey will be 
apt to think and fay, as what they ought to think: 
1 ihal1 therefore, as your Excellency requires it 
of me, briefly 1nention what of either kind occurs 
to me on this occafion. 

Firft, they will fay, and perhaps with juftice, 
that the body of the people in the colonies are as 
loyal, and as firmly attached to the preiènt con
fiitution, and reigning family, as any fubjeéts in 
the King's dominions. 

That there is no reafon to doubt the readinefs 
and willingnef:; of the reprefentatives they n1ay 
choofe, to grant fron1 time to time fuch iùpplies
for the defence of the country, as iliall be judged 
neceffary, fo far as their abilities will allow. 

That the people in the colonies, who are to 
feel the in1mediate 1nifchiefs of invafion and con-

3 queft 
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quefl:: by an enemy, in the lofs ot their eftates:r 
lives, and liberties ; are likely to be better judges 
of the quantity of forces neceifary to be raifed and 
maintained, forts to he built and fupported, and 

_of their own abilities to bear the expence; than 
the parliament of England, at fo great a difiance. 

That governors often come to the colonies 
merely to make fortunes, with whiéh they in tend 
to return to Britain; are not always men of the· 
bell: abilities or integrity; have many of them no 
efi:ates here, nor any natural conneétions with us, 
that fbGuld make them heartily concerned for our 
welfare; and might poffibly be fond of raifing 
and keeping up more forces than nece.ffary, from 
the profits accruing to themfelves, and to make 
provifion for their friends and dependents. 

That the counfellors in mofi of the colonies~ 
being appointed by the crown, on the recommen
dation of governors, are often perfons of fmaJ 1 
eftates, frequent} y dependent on the governors for 
offices, and therefore too much under influence. 

Th at there is therefore great feafon to be jealous 
of a power in fuch governors and councils, to raife 
fuch fums as they lhàll judge neceifary by drafts 
on the Lords of the Treafury, to be afterwards 
laid on the colonies by aét of parliament, and paid 
by the people here; fince they might abufe it, by 
projeéting ufelefs expeditions, haraffing the people.., 
and taking them from their labour· ta execute fuch 
projeéts, merely to create offices and employments_, 
and gratify their dependents, and divide profits. 

Th at 
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That the parliament of England is at a great 
diftance, fubjeél: to be mifinformed and mifled 
hy fuch governors and councils, whofe united 
interefis might probably fecure them againfi the 
effeél: of any corn plaint from bence. 

That it is fuppofed .an undoubted right of 
Englifhmen, not to be taxed but by their own 
confent, given through their reprefentatives: 

That the colonies have no reprefentatives in 
parliament. 

That to propofe taxing them ~by parliament, 
and refufe them the liberty of choofing a repre
fentative council, to meet in the colonies, and 
confider and judge of the neceffity of any ge
neral tax~ and the quantum; ihews a fufpicion 
of their loyalty to the crown, or of their regard 
for their country, or of their common fenfe and 
underfianding; which they have not deferved. 

That aompelling the colonies to pay money 
without their confent, would be rather like raif
ing contributions in an enemy's country, than 
taxing of Englijhmen for their own public bene
fit. . 

That it would be treating them as a conquered 
people, and not as true Britiih fubjeél:s. 

That a tax laid by the reprefentatives of the 
colonies tnight be eafily leifened as the occafions 
ihould leifen ; but, being once laid by parlia
ment under the influence of the reprefentations 
rnade by governors, would probably be kept up, 
and contii1ued for the benefit of governors ; to 
tl1e grievous burthen and difcontentment of the 

1 colonies, 
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çolonies, and prevention of their growth and 
increafe. 

That a power in governors to march the in
habitants fron1 one end of the Britijh and French 
colonies to the other, beîng a country of at leaft 
one thoufand five hundred miles long, without 
the approbation or the confent of their reprefen
tatives firH: obtained to fuch expeditions; might· 
be grievous and ruinous to the people; and would 
put them upon a footing ~ith the fubjetl:s of 
f'rance in Canada, that now groan under fuch op
preffion from their governor, who for two years 
pafi has haraflèd them with long and defi:ruc
tiv€ marches to the Ohio*· 
· That if the colonies in a body may be well
governed by governors and councils appointed 
by the crown, without reprefentatives ; particu
~ar colonies may as well, or better be fo go
yerned; a tax may be laid upon them all by aét 
of parliament for fupport of government; and 
their a1femblies may be difmi!fed as an ufelefs 
part of the confi:itution. -

That the powers propofed by the Albany plan 
of union, to be vefied in a grand council repre
fentative of the people, even witb regard to military 
matters, are not fo great as thofe which the colo
nies !Qf R.hode Ijland and Conneélicut are entruH:ed 
with by their charters, and have never abufed; 
for by this plan the Prefident General is appointed 
by the ctown, and controls ail by his negative; 

*' [The French tranilator has omitted that part of this para
graph, w4ic~ rçlates to theCana(/ùms when fubjeét toFrance. E.] 

. . . bût 
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but in thofe governments the people choofe the 
o-overnor, anu yet allow im no negative. 
b That theBritijh colonies bordering on t ·1..,French 
are prope ly frontiers of the Brity'fo e::-1 i ·e; and 
the frontiers of .._ 1 et r'i e a.:.; properly defended 
at the joint expence of the bouy of he people in 
fuch empire ;-it would now be thought hard by 
aél: of par1iament to oblige the Cinque ports or 
[ea coafl:s of Britaz·n, to maintain the whole navy, 
becaufe they are more immediately defended by 
ir, not allowing them at the fame time a vote in 
choofing members of the parliament; and, as the 
frontiers of America bear the ex pence of their own 
defence, it ièems hard to allDw them no lhare in 
voting the rnoney, judging of the neceffity and 
[mn, or advifing the tneafures. 

That bdides the taxes neceffary for the defence 
of the fro11tiers, the colonies pa y yearly great fums 
to the mother·country unnoticed :-for 1. Taxes 
paid in Britain by the landholder or artificer, muft 
enter into and increafe the priee of the produce of 
land and manufaétures made Df it; and great part 
of this is paid by confumers in the colonies, who 
thereby pay a confiderable part of the Britilh 
taxes. 

2. \Ve are rdhained in our -trade with foreion 
nations;'clnd where we could be fupplied with a~y 
manu Etnre cheaper from them, but mufi buy 
the fame dearer from Britain, the difference of 
priee is a clear tax tD Brz"tain. 

3. W e are o bli ged to carry a great pa.rt of our 
produce direélly to Brita.in; and w he re th duties 

laid 
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laid upon it lelfen its priee to the planter, or it 
fells for lefs than it would in foreign markets~ the 

/ difference is a tax paid to Britain. 
4· Sorne manufaétures we could· make, but are 

forbidden, and muft take them of Britifh mer
chants : the whole priee is a tax pa~d to Britain. 

5. By our grea tl y encreafing the demand and 
confumption, ofBritiih manufaétures, their priee is 
confiderably raifed of late years; the advantage 
is clear profit tq Britain, aQd ena bles , its people 
better to pay great taxes; and muçh of it being 
paid by us, is clear t~x to Britain. 

6. In iliort, as we are not fuffered to regulate our 
trade, and refirain the importation and confump
tion of Britiili fuperfluities ( asBritain can the con
fumption of foreignfuperfluities )our whole wealth 
centers finally amongfi the merchants and inhabi ... 
tants of Britain; and if we make them richer, and 
enable them better to pay their taxes, it is ne?rly 
the fame as being taxed ogrfelves, and equally be
neficiai to the crown ~ 

Thefe kind of fecondary taxes, however, we 
do not complain of, though we have no iliare in 
the laying or difpofing of them; But to pay im-, 
mediate heavy taxes, in the laying, appropriation, 
ang difpofition of which, we have no part, and 
which perhaps we may know to be as unnecelfary 
as grievous; mufi feem _hard meafure toEnglijhmen;: 
who cannat conceive that, by hazarding their lives 
and fortunes in fubduing and fettling new coun
tries, extending 'the dominion, and increafing the 
ço1p.m~rçe of the mo~her-nation, they have for-

. feiteq 
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feited the native right of Brz'tons; which they 
think ought rather to be gi ven to them, as due to 
fuch merit, if they had been before in a ftate of 
flavery. - _._ 

Thefe, and fu ch kind of things as thefe 1 appre..: 
hend, will be thought and faid by the people, if 
the propofed alteration of the Albany plan ihould 
take place. Th en the adminifiration of the board 
of governors and council fo appointed, not having 
the reprefen tati ve bocly of the people to app.tcwe 
and unite in its meafures, and conciliate the minds 
of the people to them, will probably become fuf- _ 
peél:ed and odious; clangerous animofities and 
feuds will arife between the governors and go
verned; and every thing go into confufion. 
' Perhaps I am tao àpprehenfive in this matter; 
but having freely given my opinion and reafons, 
your Excellency can judge better than I, whether 
there be any weight in them ; and the lhortnefs 
of the time allowed me, will I hope in forne de
gree excufe tqe imperfeétions of this fcrawl. 

With the greateil: refpeél: and fidelity, 1 have 
the honour to be · 

Yo~r Excellencis moft obedient, 

and mofi: hun1ble Servant, 

B. FRANKLIN. 
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III. LETTE R to the famé; on the Subjeél qf 
uniting the colonies more intzinately with Great 
Britain, by allowing them reprefentatives 1n 
parliamen t. 

S 1 R; Bojlon, Dec. 22, 1754• 

SIN CE the. converfation your Excellency was 
. pleafed to honour me with, on the fubjeél: of 

Uniting the colonies more intimately ~ith Great 
Britain, by allowing them reprifentatives zn par
liament, I have fomething further confidered that 
matter; and am of opinion, that fuch an union 
would be very acceptable to the colonies ; pro
vided they had a reafonable number of repre
fentatives allowed them; and that all the old 
aéts of parliament · reftraining the trade or cramp
ing the manufaétures of the colonies,, be at the 
fame time repealed, and the Britijh fubjeéts on 
thù }ide the water, put, in thofe refpeél:s, on the 
fame footing with thofe in Great Brz"tain, till the 
new parliarnent, reprefenting the whole, ihall 
think it for the interefi of the whole t<-) re-enaét 
forne or ali of them: it is not that I imagine fo 
many reprefentatives will be allowed the colonies, 
as to have any great weight by their numbers; 
but I think there might be fufficient, to occafion 
thofe laws to be better and more irnpartially 
confidered, and perhaps to overcorne the intereft 
of a petty corporation, or of any particular fet 

· · K of 



./ 

13 o A L B A N Y P A P ~ R s continued. 

of artificers or traders in England, who hereto
fore feem, in forne inftances, to have been more 
regarded than ali the colonies, or than was con
liftent with the genetal intereft, or beft national 
good. I think too that the government of the 
colonies, by a parliament, in which they are 
fairly reprefented, would be vafily more agreeable 
to the people, than the method lately attempted 
to be introduced by royal infiruétion; as weil as 
more agreeable to the nature of an Englijh 
confiitution, and to Englijh liberty; and tha~ 
fuch Jaws as now feem to bear hard on the colo· 
nies, would (when judged by fuch a parliament 
for the befi iptereft of the whole) be more cheer
ful~y fubmitted to, and more eaiily executed. 
- I lhould hope too, that by fuch an union, 
the people of Great Britain, and the . people of 
the colonies, would learn to coniider themfelves, 
às not belonging to different communities with 
differen! intere!h, but to one community with 
one intereit:; which I imagine would con tri bute 
io fl:rengthen the whole, and greatly leffen the 
danger of future feparations. 

I t Js, I fuppofe, agreed to be the general in
tereft of any ftate, that its people be numerous 
and rich; tnen enow to fight in its defence, and 
enow to pa y fufficient taxes to defray the charge; 
for thefè circumftances tend to the fecurity of the 
~a te, and its proteél:ion from foreign p~wer. But 
~~ feems not of fo much importance whether the 
~ghting be clone by John o~ Thomas, or the tax 
ilaid by William or Charles. T-he iron manu· 

... ~ 1 faélure 
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faél:ure employs and enriches Britijh fubjeéts, but 

is it of any importance ta the frate, whether the 

manufaét:urer lives at Birmingham or Sheffield, 

or both; fince they are ftill within its bounds, 

and their wealth and perfons ftill at its com

mand ? Could the Goodwin Sands be laid dry 

by banks, and land equal to a large country 

thereby gaîned to England, and prefently filled 

with Englilh inhabitants ; would it be rio-ht to 

deprive fu ch inhabitants of the common "privi

leges enjoyed by ether Englifhmen, the right of 

vending their produce in the fame ports, or of 

making their own iboes; bec~mfe a Il!erchant or 

a 1hoemaker, living on the old . land, might fan.:. 

cy it more for his advantage to trade or make 

1hoes for them ? W ould this be right, even if 

the land were gained at the expence of the .frate? 

And would it not feem lefs right, if the charge 

and labour of gaining the additi~nal territory to 

Britain ltad been borne ~ the fettlers them

felves? and would not the hard1hip appear yet 

greater, if the people of the new country ihould 

be allowed no reprefentatives in parliament en

aéting fuch impofitions? Now I look on the co

lonies as Jo many countries gained to Great Bri

tain ; and more advantageous to it, than if they 

had been gained out of the fea around our coafis, 

and joined to its land; for being in different 

climates, they afford greater variety of produce, 

and materials for more manufaétures; and being 

feparated by the ocean, they increafe much more 

its .lhipping and feamen: and, fince they are 
K 2 a!l 
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aU included in the Britiili empire, which bas 
only extended itfelf by their means ; and the 
tlrength and wealth of the parts is the ftrength 
and wealth of the whole; what imports it to 
the general frate, whether a merchant, a fmith, 
or a hatter, grow rich in Old or New England? 
and if through increafe of people, two fmiths 
are wanted for one employed before, why may 
not the new fmith be allowed to live and thrive 
in the new country, as weil as the old one in the 
old? In fine, why fhould the countenance of a 
ftate be partial/y afforded to its people, unlefs it 
be moft in favour of thofe who have moft merit ? 
and, if there be any difference, thofe who have 
moft contributed to enlarge Britain's empire and 
commerce, increafe ber ftrength, ber wealth, and 
the numbers of ber people, at the rifque of their 
own lives and private fortunes in new and ftrange 
countries, methinks ought rather to expeél: 
forne preference. -With the greateft refpeét and 
efi:eem, I have the honour to be 

Y our Excellency's moft obedient, 

and humbl-e Servant..,. 

B. FRANKLI~ .. 
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P LAN for fltt ling two W e.flern C olom"e s. in North 

America, with Reafonsfor the Plan, 1754 *· 

T H E great country back of the Apalachi'an 

mountains, on both fides the Ohio, and be

tween th at ri ver and the lakes; is now weil known 

both to the Engliili and French, to be one of the 
fineft 

• [For the occafion which produced this plan, fee what fol

Iows. I apprehend it was given to Governor Pownall, 1754, for 

the purpofe of being inferted in his memorial; but this point of 

anecdote I cannet fufficiently afcertain. 

~ Extraa of a Memorial drawn up hy Order of, a11d prefented 

' lo his Royal Highneji the Dule if Cumberland, 17 56, by 

' T. Pownall. 

' In other parts of onr frontier, that are not the immediate re

• fidence and country of lndians, forne other fpecies of barrier 

rr ihould be thought of, of which notJting can be more effeélual 

' than a barrier colon y: but even this cannet be carried 

t ••••••••••••• into execution and effeél:, without the pre

~ vious meafure of entrepôts in the country between us and the 

' enemy ... ~ . • . . • All mankind muft know that ne b:ldy of 

' men, whether as an army, or as an emigration of coloniils, can 

' march from one country to another, through an inhofpitable wil

" dernefs, without magazines; nor with any fafety, without pofts 

' c0mmunicating amon~ each ether by praéticable roads, to which 

~ to retire in cafe of acCidents, repulfe, or delay. . 

' It is a faél: which experience evinces the truth of, that we 

' have always been able tooutfettle the French; andhave driven 

~ the lndùzns out of the country more by fettlin g tha,. fi ghting; 

' and that whenever our fettlements have been wifely and corn

~ pletely made, the French neither by themfelves, nor their dogs of 

" war, the lndian.1 have been able to remove us. It i"' upon th:s faél: 

' I found the propriety of the ~eafure of fettling a barrier colon y 

~ in thofe parts of our f~ontiers , whicb are not the immediaze re-

K 3 ~[~ena 
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fine!l: in North America, for the extreme rich!lefs 
and fertility of the ]and; the healthy temrer cure 
raf the air, and mildnefs of the climate;. he.plenty 

c jide 1a or hunfÎfi%-Krormd.s oj our Ind!ans.. T.nis i " z:neaft.: r<: .that 
' will be effeétual; acid wll! not only m tlme P'"} lts exp~nce, 
' but make as great returns as any of ,)llr prefent cobnies do; will 
' l~'ive a ftrength .a11d unity to o:Ir dominiom in North__.dmerica; 
' ~d give us pqffi.!Jion of the COUIJtry, as we!! as j ettùmmls in ft. 

-c But above ail this, the frate and circumftances of our feLllements, 
' render fuch a meafure not only proper and elig1ble, but ab
' fplutely neceilary. The Englijh fettlemen ~, , as they are at 
c prefent circumftanced, are abfolutely at a !land; they are fenled 
' up to the mountains; and in the mountains there is no where 
' together land fufficient for a fettlement large enough to {ubfifl: 
' by itfelf, and to ci.:.fend itfelf, and preferve a communication 
' wi:th the prefent [ettlèments. 

' If the Englijh would advance one ftep further, or cover them
, (elves where they are, it muft be at once, by one large ftep over 
' the mountains, with a numerous and military colony. Where 
~ fuch fhould be fettled, I do not take upon me to fay: at prefent 
c I fhall on! y point out the meafure and the nature of it, by in

.& ferting two fchemes, one of Mr. Franklùt ' s, the other of your 
' memorialift; and if I might indulge myfelf with fcheming, I 
' fhould imagine that two fllch were fufficient, and only requifite 
' and proper: one at the back of Yirginia, filling up the vâcant 
' [pace between the live nations and fouthern confederacy, and 
' ëonneéting, into one fyftem, our barrier; the other fomewhere 
' in the Cohafs or Conneéticut river, or wherever beil: adapted to 
' cover the Ne-w England colonies. Thefe, with the little fettle
c ments, mentioned above in the l ndian countries, complete my 
' idea of this branch.' See Goven:or Pownall's .ddminijlr.ation of 
the Co[o,ries. Vol. II. p. zz8-z31, 5th Ediiion. 

The reader muil: carry .a.long with him a diftinétion between the 
plans of Dr. Franklùz and Governor PtFv.:nall here referred to. The 
"lirft, (which is before hi m) is particular, and propofes a plan for 
two feulements in the unlocated lands to the weftward of Pmjyl
'Vania and the Yirginian mountains, and is totally filent with re
lpeét to a fettlemen t in Ne:w E n gland: the other treats of the mode 
o~fettling .new coloni.es in Korth.America i.n general, leaving the pre
CI{e fituatwn to be :;.n forne meafure pomted out by the foregoing 
extrat1. · · · 
· The copy from which this paper is printed, has appearances ofl 
~eing rather incorreéUy take~ from the original. E.] 
· · · ·of 
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of hunting, iiihing, and fowling; the facility of 
trade with the Indians ; and the vaft convenience 
.of inland navigation or water-carriage by the 
lakes and great rivers., many hundred of leagues 
around. 

From thefe natur.al advantages it rnuft undoubt
edly (perhaps in leis th an another century) be~ 
come à populous and powerful dominion; and a 
great acceffion of power, either to England o: 
Francç. · ' 
. T4e French are now rnaking open encroach
ments on thefe territories,indefian.ce of O\lt;" known 
rights; and, if we longer delay to fettle that 
çountry, and fu.ffer them to poffefs it,-thefe in
conveni'ences and mffchiefi will probably follow : -

1. Our people, being confined to the ·country 
between the fea and the mountains, ~a~not mucli 
more increafe io. ~umber; people increafing in 
proportion to their room and means of fubfiftence. 
( See the 0 bfervations on the Increafe of Mankind, 
&c. p. 1.) 

2. T~e French will increafe much more, by 
that acquired room and plenty of fubfifience, and 
pecome a great people behind us: 

3· ~any' of our debtors, a~d loofe Englitq 
people, our German fervants, and flaves, will 
probably defert to them; and increafe their oum
bers and ftrength, to the leffening and weakening 
of ours. 

4• They will eut us o.ff from ali commerce and 
alliance with the wefiern Indians, to the great 

J{ 4 prejudice 

' 1 



I 3 6. A L B A N Y p A P E R S tontinued. 

prejudice of Britain, by preventing the fale and 
confumption of its maùufaétu~es. 
. ·5. Th~y ~Hl l?.oth in time qf peace and war 
(as they have always done againft New England) 
fet the j_ n ians op to harafs our fronti~rs, kill and 
fcalp out people, ~n dr·~e in the advanced (et
tlers; and fo, in preventmg o ~r obtaining more 
fub4fience by cu~tivating of new lands, tney dif:.. 
~ourage our marriages, and keep our peoplt from 
increa~ng; th us (if the expreffion m~y be allowed} 
kbilling ~lioufands of ~ur ~hil~re!l bçfore they arC? 

orn. ~ ~ ~ 

If two fl:rong colonies of Englijh were fettled 
between the Ohio and lake Erie, in the places 
hereaftér to be mentioned,- thefe advantages, 
might be expeél;ed : 
· i'. T~ey ~ould be a gr~at fecurity to the fron
tier$ of our other colonies; by prevé~ting the in
curfions of the French and French Indians of Ca
~ada, on th~ back rarts of P~nfylvania, Maryland, 
Virginia, and the Carolinas; and the frontiers qf 
fuch new colo'nies would "be rouch mor-e eafily 
d~fend~d, thqn thofe cf · the colonies laft men
!ioned now can be,. as "will appear ~ereafter-. 

2. The dreaded JUnétion of the French fettle
me·~~s in Canada, w~th thofe of Louf!iana would 
pe prevented. · · · 
. 3· ~~ cafe ~f a war~ it would be eafy, from 
fhofe new colonies<"' to annoy Loufliana by going 
~own th~ O~~o and !'1iffiffippi; and the fouthern 

part 
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part of Canada by failing over the lakes; and 
thereby çonfine the French within narrower 
limits. 

4· W e fuould fecure the friend.lhip and trade 
of the Mùzmù or Z'wt'gtwees, (a nunierous peo~ 
ple, confifiing of many tribes, inhabiting th~ 
country bètween the weft end of lake Erie, and · 
the fouth end of lake Hurons, and the Ohio.;) 
who are at prefent diifatisfied with the French~ 
and fond of the Englifh, and would gladly en
courage and proteét an infant Englifh fettlement 

_in or near their country, as forne of their chiefs 
have declared to the writer of this meq1oir. 
Further, by means of the lakes, the Ohio, and the 
Miffiffippi, our trade might be extended through 
a vaft country? among many numerous and dif
tant nations, greatly to the benefit of Britain. 

5. The fettl~ment of ail the intermediate 
lands, between the prefent frontiers of our co
lonies on one fide, and the lakes and Miffiffippi 
on the other; would be facqitated and fpeedily 
executed, to ~he great increafe of Englijhmen~ 
Englijh trade, and Englijh power. · 

The grants to moft of the colonies, are of 
lopg r..~rrow flips qf land, extending weft from 
the-Atlantic~ to the South Sea~ They are much 
fOO long for their breadth ; the extremes at too 
great a diflance ·; and therefore ~11fit to be con
tinued under their prefent dim~nfions. 

Several of the ol~ colonies may COQVeniently 
he limited wefiward by t:qe Allegeny or Apala
chian mountains; and new colonies formed weft 
è(thofe mountains. · · ~ · A fin-. ~ . . 
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A . fingle old colony does. not feerp ftrong 
enough to extend itfelf other.wife than inch by 
inch : it cannot venture a fettlement far diftant 
from the main body, being unable to, fupport it ~ 
.But if the colonies were united under one go.. 
vernor general and grand council, agreeable to 
the Albany Plan, they might eafily, by. their joint 
force, efiabliih one or more new colonies, when
ever they .iliould judge it neceifary or advanta.
geous to the interefi: of the w hole. - - -

But if fuch union lhould not take place, Jt J.S 

propofed that two charters be granted, eacb for 
.forne confiderable pa.rt of the lands weft of 
J>enfylvania and the Virg~nian mountains, to a 
number of the nobility and gentry of Britain; 
.with fuch Americans as iliall join them in con
tributing to the feu lement of thofe lands, either 
by paying a proportion of the expence of mak
ing fuch fettlements, or by aétually going thi
ther in perfon, and fettling themfelves and fa
Inilies. 

That by fuch charters it be granted, that eve
ry aétual fettl er be intitled to a traét of acres 
for himfelf, and acres for every poli in the 
family he carries with him; and that every con
tribu tor of guineas be intitled to a quantity 
of acres, equal to the iliare of a fingle fettler, 
for every fu.oh fum of guineas contributed 
and paid to the colony treafurer; a contributor 
for iliares to have an additional fhare gratis; 
that fettlers may likewife be contributors, and 
have right of land in both capacities. 

Th at 
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That as many and as great privileges and powe~·s 
of government, be granted to the contributors and 
feitlers, ·as his Majefiy _irt his wifdom iha11 think , 
.mofi fit for their benefit' and encouragement, con-

. . liftent with the general good of the Britijh em
pire : for extraorpinary privileges and liberties, -
with lands on eafy terms, are ftrong inducements 
to people to hazard their perfons and fortunes in 
fettling new countries; and fuch powers of go
vernment as (though fuitable and much to the 

•ciréumftances, and fit to be trufted with an infant 
colony) might be judged unfit when it becomes 
populous, and powerful; thefe might be granted 
for a term only ; as the choice of their own go
vernor, for ninety-nine years ;-the fupport of 
·government · in the (colonies] of Conneéticut 
and Rhode Hland, (which now enjoy that and 
other like privileges) being much lefs expenfive, 
than in the colonies under the immediate govern
ment of the crown, and the conftitution -more in-
vi ting. " 

That the firft contributors to the amount of 
guineas be empowered to choofe a treafurer 

to receive the contribution. 
That no contributions be paid till the fum of 

thou.fand guineas be fubfcribed. 
That the money thus raifed, be applied to the 

purchafe of the lands from the Six Na ti ons and · 
other Indian and of provifions, ftores, arrns; 
ammunition, carriages, &c . .for the fettlers; who 
after having entered their names with the trea
furer, ~r perfon by him appointed to receive and 

enter 
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enter them, are, upon publi~ n~tice given for 
that purpofe, to rendezvous at a place to be ap
pointed, and marchin a body to the place defl:ined 
for their fettlement, un der the [charge J of the 
government to be efiablifhed over them. Such 
rendezvous and march however not to be direéted~ 
till the number of names of fettlers entered, 
capable of bearing arms, amount at leafi: to 
thoufand. - - -

It is apprehended, that a great fum of money 
n1ight be mifed in Americfrl on fuch a fcheme as 
this; for there are many who would be glad 
of any opportunity, by advancing a fmaii fum 
at prefent, to fecure land for their children, which 
n1ight in a few years become very valu able; 
and a great numher it is thought of aétual fettl~rs, 
1night likewife be engaged, (forne frorn each 
of our prefent colonies) fufficient to carry it into 
full execution by. their frrength and numbers; 
provided only that the crown would be at th~ 
expence Gf removing the . little forts the French 
haveeretlcdin their incroachments on hisMajefi:y's 
territories, and fupporting a fi:rong_ on~ .near th_e 
6lls of Niagara, with a few fma11 arn1t:à veff'els, 
or half-gallie~ to .cruize on the lakes. * * * * * 

For the fecurity of this colony in its infancy, 
,a frn :11l fo rt might be ereéted and for fame time 
m ai ntained at B~iffalonic. on the Ohio, above the 
feul ement; and another at the mou th of the 
Hio?g<1, on ~he fouth .[ide of iake Eri31 where a 

3 port 



(A: B.T.] PLAN for two We)lern Colonùs. 141 

port fuould be formed, and a town ereéled, for 
the trade of the lakes.-The colonifis for this 
fett~ement might march by land through Penfyl-
vania.---

The river Siotba, which runs into the Ohio 
about two hundred miles below Logs Town, is 
fuppofed the fittefi feat for the other colony; there 
being · for forty miles on each fide of it and quite 
up toits heads, a body of all rich land; the finefi: 
fpot of ~ts big nefs in ail North America, and has 

·the particular advantage of fea-coai in plenty (even 
above ground in two places) for fewel, when the 
woods iliall be deftroyed. This colony would have 
the trade of the Miamis or Twigtwees ; and 
fhould, at firft, have a fmall fort near Hockkokin, 
at the head of the river; and another near the 
mou th of W abafh. Sandoiki, a French fort 
near the lake Erie, iliou1d alfo be taken; and aH 
the little French forts fouth and wefi of the lakes, 
quite to the Miffiffippi, be removed, or taken 
and garrifoned by the Engliili.-The colonifis for 
this fettlement might aifemble near the heads of 
the ri vers in Virginia, and march over land to the 
navigable branches of the Kanhawa, where they 
might embark with all their baggage and provifi.., 
ons, and fall into the Ohio, not far above t~e mou th 
of Siotha. Or they might rendezvous at Will's 
Creek, and go clown theMohimgahela to the Ohio. 

The fort and armed vdfels at the firait of Nia
.gara would be a va fi fecurity to the fr on tiers of 
thefe new colonies againfi any attempts of the 

F~ench 
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French from Canada. The fort at the mouth of 
the Wabafh, would guard that river, the Ohio, 
and Cutava river, in cafe of any attempt from the 
French of Miffiffippi. (Every fort lhould have 
a fn1al1 fettlement round it; as the fort would 
proteét the fettlers, and the fettlers defend the 
fort.) -:- - -

The difficulty of fettling the firft.Englijh colonies 
in America, at fo great a difiance from En gland; 
mufi: have been vafily greater than the fettling 
thefe propofed new colonies: for it would be th~ 
intereft and advantage of ali the prefent colonies 
to fupport thefe new ones ; as they would cover 
their fron tiers, and preven t the growth of the 
French power behind or near their prefent feule
ments; and the new country is nearly at equal 
difi:ance from ali the old colonies; and could eafil y 
·be affified from ali of them. 

And as there are already in the old colonies, 
many thoufands of families that are readyto fwarm, 
\\'an ting more land; the richnefs and natural ad
vantage of the Ohio country would draw tnofi: of 
them thither, were there but a tolerable profpeét 
of a fafe fettlement. So that the new colonies 
would feon be full of people;. and from the ad van
tage of ttheir fituation, become mu ch more terrible 
to the French feulements, than thofe are now ~o 
us. The ga'ining of the back lndian trade from 
:the French, · by the navigation of the lakes, &c,. 
'Woulcl of itfelf· great! y weaken our enemies :-it 
l>ei,ng ~now their principal fupport, it feems highly 
· · probable 

/ 
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probable that intime they muft be fubjeéted to th~ 
Britilh crown, or driven out of .the country. 

Such fettlements may better be made now, thau 
fifty years bence, becaufe it is eafier to fettle our,.. 
felves, and thereby prevent the French fettling 
there as they feem now to intend, than to remove 
them when ftrongly fettled. 

If thefe feulements are pofiponed, then more 
forts and ftronger, and more numerous and expen.:. 
five garrifons muft be efl:ablilhed, to fecure the 
country, prevent their fettling, and fecure· our pre
fent frontiers; the charge of which, may probably 
exceed the charge of the propofed feulements, 
and the advantage nothing near fo great. 

The fort at Ofwego lhould likewife be ftrength- , 
ened, and forne ar_med half-gallies or other fmall 
veifels, kept there to cruife on lake Ontario, ai 
propofed by Mr. Pownall in his paper laid before 
the commiffioners at the Albany treaty t· 

If a fort was alfo built at Tirondequat on lake 
Ontario, and a fettlement made there near the lake 
fide, where the lands are faid to be good, ~ much, 
better than at Ofwego;) the people of fuch [et
dements would help 'to defend both forts on any 
emergency *. · 

t [See his Work a hove quoted, Vol. II. p. 2 34· et fiq . et i!Jz'J. 
p. 17.2· etfi'l.· E.] . · 

,. l This whole prop(>fal was negleaed, though the French thought 
a confiderable fettlement very praéticable, in order to. get at the 
Ohio. See G ovemor PfJf'Wnall, Vol. II. p. 2 36. 

Dr. Franklin alfo failed in another propofal for fettling to the 
~~~~bof the Qbiq, E.] 
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'1 he lnterefl if Great Britain conjidered, with regard 
to her Colonies, and the Acquflitions of 

Canada and Guadaloupe *· 

I Have perufed with ~o fmall pleàfure the Letttr 
addreffed to Two Great Men, and the Re-

" [In the year 1760, upon the profpea of a peace wlth France, 
tlte late Earl of Bath addrelfed a Letter to twD great men, (Mr. Pitt 
and the Duke ofNewcaftle,) on the terms neceff'ary to be infilled 
upon in the negociation. He preferred the acquifition of Canada, to 
acquifitions in the Weft Indies.-In the fame year there appeared Re .. 
maria on the letter addreff'ed to two great men, containing oppofita 
opinions on this and other fubjeas.-At this moment a philofopher 
ftepped into the controverfy, and wrote a pamphlet entitled, 'l'ht 
lnterejl of Great Britain cotifidered, with regard to her Colonies, &c. 
The arguments he ufed, appear to have carried weight with .them 
at the courts of London and Paris, for Canada was kept by the peace. 

The Editor thinks it neceff'ary to add the following further ex
planations.-The a hove piece ( which firft came to his hands in the 
1hape of a pamphlet, printed for Becket 1 ï 61, zd edit.) has none 
of the eight fubdivifions it is now thrown into, marked out by the 
author. He conceived however th at they might be ufeful, and has taken 
the liberty of making them, but guards it with this apology.-The 
l>etk!r to fuit his purpofe, the divifion of the paragraphs, &c. and 
the Italics of the original, are not accurately adhered to. It was 
impoffible for him however to alter one word in the fenfe, ftyle, or 
difpofition, of his author: 'l'his was. a liberty for which he could 
make no a polo gy. 

In the original, the author has added his obfervations concerning 
the Increafe of mankind, peopling of countries, &c. (printed in the 
beginning of this work) ; and introduced it with the folfowing note. 
" ln confirmation of the writer's opinion concerning population, 
" manufaél:ures, &c. he has thought it not amifs to add an extraét 
l' from a piece written forne years fin ce in America, where the faas 
" muft be well known, on which the reafonings are founded. It 
" is intitled, Ohfer·vations, &c." 

With refpea to the arguments ufed by the authors of the Letter, 
and of tlle Remarlu, it is ufelefs to repeat them here. As far as 
they are necelTary for the underftanding of Dr. Franklin, they are 
to be éolleéted from his own work. E.] 

marks 
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mark1 .on that Letter. It is not merely from the 
beauty, the force and perfpicuity of expreffion, 
or the general elegance of mann er confpicuous in . 
both pamphlets, that -tny pleafure chiefly arifes,; 
it is rather from this, that I have lived to fee fub
j~éts of the greatefi: importance to this nation pub
licly difcuifed without party views, or party heat, 
with decency and politenefs, and with no other 
warmth tha.n what a ~eal for the honour and hap
pinefs of our king and country may infpire ;-:-and 
this by writer~ whofe underfi:anding (however they 
may_çli.tfer from each other) a·ppears not unequal 
to their candeur and the _uprightnefs of their in
tention. 

But, as great abilities ha;e not al ways the befi: 
informatipn, there are, I apprehend, in the Re
marks, forne opinions not weil founded, and forne 
mifi:akes of fo important a nature, as to render a 
few obî~ryations on them neceifary for the better 
inf-çFmaÜoQ of the public. 

1 The author of the Letter, who mu!Lbe everv 
'Yay befi: ablë to fupport ~is own fentiments, wili, 
I hope, excufe rne, if I fèem officioufly to interfere; 
when he confiders, that the fpirit of patriotifm, 
like other qu~lities good and bad, is catching; and 
that his long filence fince the Remarks appeared 
bas made us defpair of . feeing the fubjeét farther 
difcuifed by his mafl:erly band. The ingenious 
;1nd candid Remarker, tao, who mufi have been 
mifled himfelf before he employed his ikill and 
addrefs to miflead othe.n; will certainly, fince he 

L declares 
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declares he aims at no feduflion *, be difpofed to 
excufe even the weakeft effort to prevent it. 

And furely if the general opinions that poifefs 
the minds of the people may poffibly be of con
fequenée in public affairs, it mufr be fit to fet 
thofe opinions right. If there is danger, as the 
Remarker fuppofes, that " extravagant expeéta
" tions" may embarrafs " a virtuous and able mi
" nifrry," and "render the negotiation for peace a 
" work. of infinite difficulty t ;" there is no lefs 
danger th at expeétations too low, through want 
of proper information, may have a contrary effeél:; 
.may make even a virtuous and able minill:ry lefs 
anxious, and lefs attentive to the obtaining points, 
in which the honour and intereft of the nation are 
eifentially concerned; and the people lefs hearty 
in fupporting fuch a miniftry and its meafures. 

The people of this nation are indeed refpeél:
able, not for their numbers only, but for their 
underftanding and their public fpirit: they ma
nifeft the firft, by their univerfal approbation of 
the late prudent and vigorous meafures, and the 
confidence they fo j ufily re po fe in a wife and good 
prince, and an honeil: and able adn1iniftration; the 
latter they have demonftrated by the in1menfe fùp
plies granted in parliament unanimoufly, and paid 
through the whole kingdon1 with cheerfulnefs. 
And fince to this fpirit and thefe fupplies, our 
" viétories and iùcceilès t" have in great meafure 
been owing; is it quite right, is it generous to 

, .. Remarks, p. 6. t Ibid. p. 7. t Ibid. 

fay, 
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fay, with the Remarker, that the people "bad no 
" ihare in aéq uiring them ? " The mere mob he 
cannat mean, evèn where he fpeaks of the madnefs 
of the people; for the madnefs of the n1ob muft 
be too feeble ahd impotent, armed as the govern
ment of this -country at prefent is, to '' over
'' rule*," even in the flighteft in fiances, the virtue 
" and moderation'' of a firm and fteady miniftry. 

· While the wa~ continues, its final évent is quite 
uricertai~ . . The Viétorious of this year may be the 
Vanquiihed of the next. It may therefore be too 
earl y: to fay, what advantages we ougbt abfolutely 
to infi(l: on, and make the fine quz'bus non of a peace. 
lf the lieceffity of our affairs ihould oblige us to 
accept of _terms lefs advantageous than ou~ pre
fent fucceffes feem ro pronüfe us; an intelligent 
people, as .ours is, muft fee that neceility, and will 
acqoiefce. .But as a/eace, when it is made, may 
be made haftily ; an as the unhappy continuance 
·qf the war affords us time to confider, among 
feveral advantages gained or to be gained, which 
of them n1ay be moft for our interefi: to retain, if 
forne and not ali may poffibly be retained; I do 
not blame the public difquifition of thefe points, 
as_ premature or ufelefs. Light often arifes from / 
a collifion of opinions, as fire from flint and fteel; 
and if we can obtain the benefit of the light, with
out danger from the heat fometimes produced by 
controverfy, why iliould we difcourage it ? 

Suppofing then, that heaven may ftill continue 
to biefs his Majefi:y's arms, and that· the event of 

* Remarks, p. 7· 
L z this 
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this jufl: war may put it in our power to retairr 
forne of our conquefis at the making of a peace; 
let us confider, 

1. [The fecurity of a dominion, a ju)lijiable and 
prudent ground upon wbù·h to demand ceffions 
from an enemy.] 

Whetber we are to confine ourfelves to thofe 
poffeffions only tbat were "the objeéls for wbich 
'' rzve beg an th.e rzRJar * ." This theRemarker feems 
to think right, when the quefiion relates to 'Ca
' nada, properly fi ca/led;' it having never been 
' mentioned as one of thofe objeél:s, in any of our 
' memorials or declarations, or in any national or 
' public aét whatfoever.' But the gentleman him
felf will probably agree, that if the Ceflion of Ca
nada would be a real advant'age to us-; we may 
demand it under his fecond head, as an "inàem
" nificatîdn for the charges incurred" in recover
ing our jufl: rights; otherwife, according to his 
own principles, the demand of Guadaloupe €an 
have no foundation.-Th at " our daims before 
" the war were large eno.ugh for pofièffion and 
" for fecurity too f," though it feems a clear 
point with the ingenious Remarker, is, I own, 
not fo with me. I am rather of the contrary 
opinion, ·and !hall prefently give my reafons.-

But firfi: let n1e obferve, that we did not make 
thofe daims becauf~ they were large enough for 
iècurity, bu~ becau!e we could rightfully daim 

* Remarks, p. 19. t Ibid. 

no 
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no more. Advantages gained in the courfe of this 
war, may increafe the extent of our rights. Our 
daims before the war contained.fome fecurity; but 
that is no reafon why we ibould negleét acquiring 
more, when the demand of more is become rea
fonable.-It may be reafonable in the cafe of 
America to aik for the fecurity recommended by 
the author of the Letter [[, though it would be 
prepofterous to do it in many other cafes. His 
propofed demand is founded on the little value of 
Canada to the French; the right we have to afk, 
and the power we may have to infift on an indem
nification for our expences; the difficulty the 
French themfelves will be under of reftraining 
their reftlefs fubjeéts in America from encroach
ing on our limits and diil:urbing our trade; and 
the difficulty on our parts of preventing encroach
ments, that may poffibly exift many years without 
coming to our knowledge. 

But the Remarker " does not fee why the 
" arguments employed concerning a fecurity for 
" a peaceable behaviour in Canada, would not 
" be equally cogent for calling for the fame fe
" curity in Europe t ." On a little farther re
fleétion, he mufi: I tnink be fenfible, that the 
circumil:ances of the two cafes are widel y diffe
rent.-Here we are feparated .by the beft and 
cleareil: of boundaries, the ocean, and we have 
people in or ne ar every part of our terri tory. Any 

11 Page 30. of the Letter, and p. 21. of the Remarks .. 
t Remarks, p. 24 \ 
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~tt~mpt to encroach upon us, by bu.i~ding a fort 
even in the obfcureft corner of thefe 1ilands, mufl 
( . . 

therefore be known apd prevented immediately~ 
The aggreifors alfo mufi be known, and the na~ 
tion they belopg to would be accountable for 
their aggreffion.-In Amerz·ca it is qui te otherwife. 
A vafi wildernefs, thinly or fcarce at ali peopled~ 
~onceals with eafe the march of troops and work
men. Important paifes may be fe:zed within our 
limits, and forts built in a month, at a fmall ex
p~nce, that may coft us an age, and a million to 
remove. Dear éxperience has· taught us this. But 
what is fiill 7-eH;rjè, the wide extended fore!ls be
tween our fettlements and their~, are inhabited 
py barbarous tribes of favages that delight in war~ 
and take pride in murder; fubjeéts properly nei
ther of the French nor Engliili ; but firongly at
tached to the former by the art and indefatigu. ble 
indufiry of prieîrs, fimilarity of fuperfiitions, and 
frequent family alliances. Thefe are eafily, and 
have been continually, ini1:igated to fall upon and 
matiacre o~r planters, even in times of full peace 
between the two crowns; .to the certain diminu
tion of our people and. the contraétion of our fet
tlements *. And though it is known they are 

fupplied 

-. A ••.ery Ï!}tel ligent writer of that country, Dr. Clark, in his 
Obferyat1ons on thç late and prefent Conduét of the Frénch, &c 
printed at Bofl:on 1755, fays, · ' 
~ ' ·~~e In?ia?s i~ the Fre_nch ~nterefl: are, upon ali proper oppor-

tumttes, znjhgate'èl 6y tbClr przejis, (who have o-enerally the chief 
' management of their public councils,) to aas"'of hoftility againll: 
~ t~e Enrliih, even in time of profound p :;ace between the two 

3 ' crow~.s . 
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fupplied by the French and carry their prifoners 
to them, we can by complaining obtain no re
drefs; as the governprs of Canada have a ready 
excufe, that the lndians are an independent peo
ple, over whom they have no power, and for 
whofe aél:ions they are therefore not accountable. 
-Surely circumfi:ances fo widely diftèrent, may 
reafonably authorife different demands of fecurity 
in America, from fuch as are ufual or nece.ifary 

· in Europe. 

' crowns. Of this there are many undeniable inflances : The ' war between the Indians and the colon ies of the MalTachufetts ' Bay and N ew Hampfhire, in 1723• by which thofe colonies fuf' fered fo much damage, was begun by the inftiga ~ion of the French; ' their fupplies were from them ; and there are now originalletters ' of feveral Jefuits to be produced, whereby it evidently appears, ' that they were continually animating the Indians, when almoft ' tired with the war, to a farther profecution of it. The French ' not only excited the Indians, and fupported them, but joined ' their own forces with them in all the late hoftilities that have ' been committed within his Majefty's province of Nova Scotia. ' And from an intercepted letter this year from the Jefuit at Penob' fcot, and from other information, it is certain that they have been ' ufing their utmoft endeavours to excite the Indians t0 new aél:s of ' hoftility againil: his Majefty's colon y of the MalTachufetts Bay; and ' forne have been committed.--The French not only excite the ' Indians to aél:s of hoftility, but reward them for it, by huying _ ' the Englifh prifoners of them: for the rartfom of each of which • they afterwards demand of us the priee that is ufually given for ' a flave in thefe colonies. They do this under the fpecious pre' tence of refcuing the poor prifoners from the cruelties and bar' barities of the favages; but in reality to encourage them to con' tinue their depredations, as they can by this means get more by ' hunting theEnglifh, than by hunting wild-beafts; and the French ' at the fame time are thereby enabled to keep up a large hody of 1 Indians, entirely at the expence of the Englijh.' 

L4 The 
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The Remarker, however, thinks, that our· real 
depe11dance for-keeping " France or q.ny other n~
" tion true to ber engagements, mufi: not be In 
" demandiug fecurities which no nation whilft 
" independent can give; but on our own ilrength 
~' and ou1 own vigilance* ."-No nation that ha~ 
carried on a war with difadvantage, and is unable 
to continue it, can be faid, under fQch circum
:fiances, to be independent; and while either fide 
thinks itfdf in a condition to demand an indem
nification, there is no man in his fenfes, but will, 
cœteris p~ribus, prefer an indemnification that is 
a cheaper and more effeétual fecurity than any 
other he can think of. Nations in this .fituation 
dema~d an~ c.ede co un tries by almo1l: every treaty 
of peace tha~ is made.-The French part of the 
iiland of St. Chriflophers was added to Great Bri
tain in circumfiances altogether fimilar to tho!~ 
in which a few months may probably place the 
country of Canada. farther fecu rity has al ways 
been deemed a motÎ\'e with a conqueror to be lefs 
Jlloderate: And even the vanqu~'hed infifi: upon 
fecurity as a reafon for demanding what they ac
knowledge they could not otherwif::; properly aik. 
The fe curity of the frontier of France on the Ji de 
if the N ctherlands, was al ways confidered, in the 
negoti ation that began at Gertruydenburgh, and 
ended wîth th at war. For the fame reafon they 
demanded anù had Cape Breton. But a war 
~o~cluùed to the ad van tage of France, has al ways 

~ R"marks, p. z 5. 
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added fomething to the power, either of France, 
or the houfe of Bourbon. Even ·that of I733• 
which ihe commenced with declarations of her 
bav_ing no ambitious views, and which finiihed 
by a t,reaty at which the minifiers of Franée re
peatedly declared that ihe defired nothing for her~ 
felf; in effeét gained for her Lorrain, an indemni
fication ten times the value of all herN orfh Ameri
can pofieffions.-In iliort, fecurity and quiet of 
princes and fra tes have ever been deemed fufficient 
reafons, when fupported by power, for difpofing ' 
of rights; and fuch difpofition has never been 
looked on as want of moderation. It has always 
peçn the foundation of the mofi: general treaties. 
-The fecurity of German y was the argument for 
yielding confiderable poifeffions there to the 
Swedes: And the fecurity of Europe divided the 
Spa.nijh monarcby by the partition treaty, made 
between powers who had no otber right to dif
pofe qf any part of it. There · can be no ceffion 

. that is not fùppofed at leafi:, to increafe the power 
of the party to whom it is made. I t is enough 
~hat he has a right to ~{k. it, and that he does it 
not merely to ferve th~ purpofes of a dangerous 
ambition. · 

Canada in the bands of Bri-tain, will endanger 
the kingdom of france as little as any other cef
fion; and from its fituation and circumfl:ances 
cannat be hurtful to any otber fi:ate.-Rather, if 
peace be an advantage, this ceffion may be fuch 
to ail Europe. The ·prefent war teaches us, that 
difputes arifing inA~erica, ~ay be a11 pccafion of 

embroiling 
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~mbroiling nations who have no concerns there. 
If the French ren1ain in Canada and Louifiana, fix 
the boundaries as you will between us and them, 
we rn ufr border on each other for more th an r 500 

miles. The people that inhabit the frontiers, are 
generally the refufe of bath nations; often of the 
worfr marals and the leal1: difcretion; remote from 
the eye, the prudence, and the refi:raint of govern
nlent. Injuries are therefore frequent ly, in forne 
part or other of fo long a frontier, committed on 
bath fides, refentment provoked, the colonies firft 
~ngaged, and. then the mother countries. And two 
great nations can fcarce be at war in Europe, but 
forne other prince or fiate thinks it a convenient 
opportunity ta revive forne ancient daim, feize 
forne ad van tage, obtain forne terri tory, or enlarge 
fame power at the expence of a neighbour. The 
flames of war once kindled, often fpread far and 
wide, aP-d the mifchief is infinite.-Happy it 
proved to bath nations, that the Dutch were pre
vailed on fin ally to cede the New N etherlands 
(now the province of New York) tous at the peace 
of 1674; a peace that has ever fince continued be
tween us; but mufi have been frequently dil1:urbed, 
if they had retained the poffeffion of that country, 
bordering ·feveral hundred miles on our colonies of 
Penfylvania wefiward, Conneél:icut and the Maf
fachufetts eafiward.--Nor is it to be wondered at 
that people of different language, religion, and 
tnanners, ihould in thofe rernote parts engage in 
frequent quarrels; when we find, that even the 
people of ou r ouw CQ/onies have frequently been 

fo 
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fo exafperated againft each ether in their difputes 
about boundaries, as to proceed to open violencrl 
~nd bloodihed. · 

~. [EreB:ing forts in the back fettlements, (1/mojl 
in no injlances a fufficient fecurity againjt the 
Indians and the French; but the pofièffion of 
Canada ùnpHes every fecurity ; and ought ~ 
be had, wh ile in our power .J 

But theRemarker thinks we jhall be fufficiently 
f!cure in America, if we ' ra!fe Englilh forts at 
f Juch pqjfes as may at once make us rejpeC!able to 
~ the French and te the Indian nations * .' The 
fecurity deiirable in America, may be con!idered 
as of three kinds; I. A fecurity of poffeffion, th at 
the Frencp lhall not drive us out of the country. 
2. A fecurity of O\lf planters from the inroads of 
favages, and the murders committed by them. 
3. A fecurity th at the Briti!h nation fhall not be 
pbliged~ on every new war, to repeat the immenfe 
expence occaiioned by this, to defend its poffeffions 
in America.-Forts in the mo:fl: important paffes, 
may, 1 acknowledge,. be of ufe to obtain thejir:ft 
kind of fecurity: but as thofe iituations are far ad
vanced beyond the inhabitants~ the expence of 
._naintaining and fupplying the garrifons, will be 
very great even intime of full peàce, and immenfe 
on every interruption of it; as it is- eafy for ikulk- · 
ing parties of theenemy in fuch long roads through 
the woods, to intercept and eut off our convoys, 
unlefs guarded continually by great bodies of men. 
~The fecond ki nd of fee uri ty ~ will not be ob tain-

r !\emarks, p. ~~ ~ 
ed 
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ed by fuch forts, u~lefs they were conneéled by a 
walllike that of China, from one end of our fettle
ments to the other. If the lndians when at war~ 
marched like the Europeans, with great armies, 
heavy cannon, baggage and carriages; the paifes 
through which alone fuch armies could penetrate 
çur country or receive their fupplies, being fecured, 
all might be fufficiently fecure; but the cafe is 
widely different. They go to war, as they call it, 
in fmaU parties ; frorn fifty men clown to five. 
Their hunting life bas made them acquainted with 
the whole. country, and fcarce any part of it is 
impraéticable to fuch a party. They can travel 
through the woods even by night, and know how 
to conceal their tracks. They pafs eafily between 
your forts undi1èovered; and privately approach 
the feulements of your frontier inhabitants. They 
need no con voys of provifions to follow them; for 
whether they are lhifting from place to place in 
the woods, or lying in wait for an opportunity to 
:ll:rike a hlow, every thicket and every ftream fur
niîhes fo fmall anuq1berwith fufficient fubfifrence. 
When theyhavefurprized feparately, andtnurdered 
and ièalped a çlozen families, they are gone with 
inconceivable expedition through unknown ways; 
and 'tis very rare that purfuers have an y chance of 

· coming u_pwith thynl *. In {hort, long experience 
has 

* 'Although thelndians live fcattered, as a.hunter' s life requires, 
~ they may be colleéted together from almoft any diftance; as they 
' can find their fubfiftence fro~ their gun in their travelling. But 
• let the number of the l!zdicms be what ir will, they are not fermi
~ dable merely on account 9-f their numbers; t.here are manr other 

' circum ibnces 
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bas taugpt our planters, that theycannot rely upon 
forts as a fecurity againfi:Indians: The inhabitants 

of 

' circumflances th at give the~ a great ad van tage over the Englifh. 
' The Engliih inhabitants, though numerous, are extended over 
' a large traél of land, soo leagues in length on the fea fhore; and 
• although forne of their trading towns are thick fettled, their fet-
• tlements in the country towns muft be at a diftance from each 
' other: befides, that in a new country where-lands are cheap, peo
' ple are fond of acquiring large traéts to themfelves; and there
' fore in the out-feulements, they muft be more remote: and as 
• the people that moye out are generally poor, they fit down either 
' where they can eaûeft procure land, or fooneft raife a fubfiftence. 
' Add to this, that the Englijh have fixed fettled habitations, the 
• eafieft and fhorteft paffages to which the lndians, l}y conil:antly 
' }mn ting· in the woods, are perfeélly well acquainted with; whereas 
• the Englijh know little OJ nothing of the Indian country, nor of 

the paflages through the woods that lead to it. The lndian way 
~ ofmaking war is by fudden attacks upon expofed places; and as 
• foon as they have clone mifchief, they retire, and either go home 
' by the fame or forne different route, . as they think fafeft; or go to 
' forne other place at a diftance to renew their ftroke. If a fufficient 
• party fhould happily be ready to purfue them, it is a great chance, 
• whether in a country confi.fting of woods and fwamps, which the 
' Englijh are not acquainted with, the enemy do not lie in ambufh 
' for them in forne convenient place, and from thence deftroy them. 
' If this fhould not be the cafe, but theEnglijh fhould purfue them , 
' as fuon as they have gained the rivers, by means of their canoes , 
' (to the ufe of which they are brought up from their infancy) they 
' prefently get out of their reach: further, if a body of men were 
' to march into their country, to the places where they are fettled, 
' they can, upon the leaft notice, without great difadnntage, quit 
' their prefent habitations, and betake themfelves to new on es. ,. 
Clark's Obfen'ations, p. I 3· 

' It has been already remarked, that the tribes of the Indians 
' living upon the lakes and rivers that run upon the back of the Eng
' lijh feulements in North America, are very numerous, and can 

fumifh a i!reatnumber offighting men, ail perfettly weil acquaint
' ed with the ufe of arms as foon as capable of carrying them, as 
' they get the whole of their fubfiftence from hunting; and that 
• this army, large as it may be, can be maintained by the French 
• without any expence. From their numbers, their fitua tion, and 
' the rivers that run into the Englijh fettlements, it îs cafy ta con-

3 ' ceive 
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of Hackney might as weil rely upon the towér of 
London to fecure them againfi: highwaymen and 
houfebreakers.-As to the third kind of fecurity, 
that we iliall not, in a few years, have ail we have 
now done, to do over again in America; and be ob
liged to employ the fame number of troops, and 
:lhips, at the fame immenfe expence to defend our 
poffeffions there, while we are in proportion weak
ened here: fuch forts 1 think cannot prevent this. 
Du ring a peace, it is not to be doubted the French, 
who are adroit at fortifying, will likewife ereél: 
forts in the moft advantageous places of the coun
try we leave them; which will make it more diffi
cult than ever to be reduced in cafe of another war. 
We know by the experience of this war, how 
extremely difficult it is to march an army through 
theAmerican woods, with its neceffary cannon and 

• ceive that they can at any time make an attack upon, and con
' ftantly annoy as many of the expofed Englijh feulements as they 
• pleafe, and thofe at any diftance from each other. The effeél:s 
~ of fu ch incurfions have been too feverely felt by many of the Britijh 
• colonies, not to be very weil known. Th~t entire breaking up 
• places th at had been for a confiderable time fettled at a great ex-
• pence, both of labour and money; burning the houfes, deftroy-
• ing the llock, killing and making prifoners great numbers of 
• the inhabitants, with all the cruel ufage they meet with in their 
' captivity, is only a part of the fcene. Ail other places that are 
• expofed are kept in continua! terror; the lands lie wafte and un-
• cultivated, from the danger that attends thofe that fuall prefume to 
' work upon them: beJides the immenfe charge the governments 
f muft be at in a very ineffeétual manner to detend their extended 
• frontiers; and all this ti-om the influence the French have bad 
4 over, but comparatively, a few of the lndians.-To the fame or 
f greater evils Hill will e\'ery one of the colonies be expofed, when
• ever the f.îme influence !hall be extended ta the 'tVhole body of 
f them.' Ibid. p. zo. 

flores, 
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florès, fufficient to reduce a véry flight fort. The 
accounts at the treafury will tell you what amaz
ing fums we have neceffarily fpent in the expedi
-tions ag ain fr two very trifiing for.ts, Duq uefne and 
Crown Poiot. While the French retain their in
fluence over. the lndians, they can eafily keep our 
long extended froHtier in continuai alarm, by a 
very few of thofe people; and with a fmall num
ber of regulars and militia, in fuch a country, we 
find they can keep an army of ours in full em
ploy for feveral years. · We therefore fhall not 
need to be told by our colonies, that· if we leave 
Canada, however circumfcribed, to the French, 
H we have clone nothing * ;, we fhall foon be 
made fenfible ouifelves of this truth, and to our 
co fr. 

I · would not be underfi:oéd to den y that even if 
we_fubdue and retain Canada, fomefew forts m~y 
be of ufe to fecure the goods of the traders , and 
pro~eél: the comme!ce, in cafe of any fud den mif
underfi:anding with any tribe oflndians: but thefe 
forts will be befi: under the care of the colonies. 
intereiled in the lndian trade, and garrifoned by 
their provincial forces, and at their own expence. 
Their own interefi: will then induce the American 
governments to take care of fuch forts in propor
tion to their importance; and fee that the officers 
keep their corps full, and mind their duty. But 
any troops . of ours placed there, and accountable 
here; would, in fuch remote and obfcure places, . 
and at fo gre~t a difi:ance from the eye and in-. 

* Remarks, p. 2.6. 
fpeétion 
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fpeél:ion of fuperiors, foon become of little ccmfe• 
quence, even though theFrench were left in pof .. 
feffion of Canada. If the four independent co~ 
panies, maintained by the Crown in New York 
more than forty years, at a great expence, con• 
fified, for moft part of the time, of faggots 
chiefly; if their officers enjoyed their places as 
fine cures, and were only, as a writer *of that 
country fiiles them, a kind of military monks; if 
this w as the frate of troops pofted in a populous 
country, where the impofition could not be fo 
\vell concealed; what may we expeél: will hé the 
cafe of thofe that !hall be pofied two, three, 
or four hundred miles from the inhabi :-an ts, in 
fuch obfcure and remote places as Cro vn Point. 
Ofwego, Duquefne, or Niagara? theywould fcarce 
be even faggots; they _ would dwindle to meer 
names upon paper, and appear no where but upon 
the muH:er-rolls. 

Now al/ the kinds of fecurity we have mentioned, 
are obtained by fubduing and retaim~ng Canada. 
Our prefent poifeilions in America, are fecured; 
our planters- will no longer be n1afiàcred by the 
Indians; who depending ahfolutely on us for what 
are now become the neceifaries of life to them~ 
(guns, powder, hatchets, knives, and clothing) 
and having no other Europeans near_, that can 
either fupply them, or inftigate then1 againfi us; 
there is no doubt of their being always difpofed, 
if we treat them with common jufi:ice, to live in 
perpetuai peace with us. And with regard tQ 

"' Douglafs. 

France, 
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France, ihe cannot, in cafe of another war; put 
us to the immen{e expence of defending that long 
extended frontier; we fhall then, as it were, have 
our backs ag.ainft a wall in America ; the fea coaft 
will be eafily proteél:ed by our fuperior naval 
power: and here '"'our own watchfulnefs and our 
own ftrength" will be properly, and cannat but 
be fuccefsfully employed. ln this fituation, the 
force now employed in that part of the world, 
may be fpared for any other fervice here or elfe
where j fo that both the offenfive and defenfive 
ftrength <jf the Britiili empire, on the whole, will 
be greatly increafed. 

But to leave the French in poffeffion of Canada 
wh'en it ù in oztr power to remove them, and depend? 
(as the Remarker propofes,) on our oczvn "ftrength 
" and watchfulnefs * " to prevent the mijèhie.ft 
that may attendit, Jèems nàther .fafi nor prudent. 
Happy as we now are, under the befi of kings, 

. and in the profpeél: of a fucceffion pramifing every 
felicity a nation was ever blelied with; happy too 
in the wifdom and vigour of every part of the ad
miniftration; we cannat, we ought not tp promife 
ourfelves the uninterrupted continuance of thofe 
bleffings. The fafety of a confiderable part of the 
ftate, and the interefi: of the whole, are not to be 
trufted to the wifdom and vi gour of future admi
rJijlra(ions; when a fecurity is- to be had more ef
feél:ual, more confiant, and much lefs expenfive. 
They who can be moved by the apprehenfion of 
dangers_ fo remote, as that of the future indepen-

* Page z5. 
M denee 
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denee of our colonies (a point I iliall hereafter con
fider) feem fcarcely confifient with themfelves, 
vvhen they fuppofe we may rely on the wifdom 
and vigour of an adminifiration for their fafety.-
1 iliould indeed think it lefs material whether Ca
nada were ceded to us or not, if I bad in view 
only the fecurity' of pq!J~/Jz"on in our colonies. I 
entirely agree with the Remarker, that we are in 
North America "a far grea ter continental as weil 
" as naval power;.~' and that only cowardice or 
ignorance can fubjeB: our colonies there to aFrench 
conquefi. Eut for the fame reafon I difagree with 
hin1 widely upon another point. 

3· [T'he blood and treqfure .fpent in t!Je Americmz 
r;vars, notjpent in the cauje if the colonies 
alone.] 

I do not think that our "blood and treafure 
" has been expended," as he intimates, "ùz the 
" cmife qf the colonies," and that we are "mak
" ing conquefis for them* :" yet I believe this 
is too common an en·or.-I do not fay they are 
altogether unconcerned in the event. The in
habitants of them are, in common with the other 
fubjeéts of Great Britain, anxious for the glory of 
ber crown , the extent of her power and com
met-ce, the welfare and future repofe of the whoTe 
~riti ili people. T hey could not therefore but 
t ake a large iliare in the affronts offered to Bri
tain ; and have been animated with a truly Bri tifh 
fpirit tà exert then1felves beyond their firength,. 

Remarks, p. 26. 
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and againft their evident intereft. Y et fo unfor..:. 
tuna~e have they been, t.hat their virtue has made 
againft them; for upon no better foundatiort 
than this, have they been fuppofed the anthors of 
a war, carried on for their advantage only.~It is 
a great miftake ta imagine that theAmerican coun
try in quefiion between Great Britain and France, 
is claÎlned as the property of any ùzdividuals o·r pub
lic body z"n America; or that the poifeffion of it by 
Great Britain, is likely, in any lucrative view, td 
redound at all to the ad van tage of any perfon there. 
On the other hand, the bulk of the inhabitants of 
North America are land-owners; whofe lands are 
inferior in valu~ to thofe of Britain,. only by the 
want of an equal nu rn ber of people. It is true, the 
acceffion of the large terri tory claimed before the 
war began, ( efpecially if that be fecured by the pof
feffion of Canada,) will tend to the increafe of the 
Britijh fubjeéls fafier than if they bad been con
fined within the mountains: yet theincreafewithin 
the mountains only, would evidently make the 
comparative population equal to that of Great 
Britain much fooner than it can be expeéted when 
our people art? fpread over a country fix times as 
larg~. 1 think this is the orily point of light in 
which this quefiion is to be viewed, and is the 
onlv one in which any of the colonies are con
cer~ed.-No co1ony, no poifeifor of lands in any 
co1ony, therefore wiibes for conquefl:s,. or can be 
benefited by them, otherwife thil.n as they may be 
a means of Jecuri'rzg peace on their borders. Na 
confiderable ad van tage has refulted to the colonies 

M z by 
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by the conquefis of this war, or can refult from 
confirming them by the peace, but what they muft 
enjoy in common with the refi: of the Britiih peo
ple; with this evident drawback from their fhare 
of thefe advantages, that they will neceifarily lef
fen, or at leafi: prevent the increafe of the value of 
what makes the principal part of their private pro
perty [their land J.-A people fpread through the 
whole traét of country on this fide the Miffiffippi, 
and fecur.ed by Canada in our hands, would pro
bably for forne centuries find employment in agri
culture; and thereby free us at home ttifeétually 
from our fears of American manufattures.-Un
prej udiced men weil knôw th at ali the penal and 
prohibitory laws that ever were thought on, will 
not be fufficient to prevent manufaél:ures in a conn- 
try whofe inhabitants furpafs the number that can 
fubfift by the huibandry of it. That this will be 
the cafe in Atnerica faon, if our people remain con
fined within the n1ountains, and almofi: as faon 
.lhould it be unfafe for them to live beyond, though 
the country be ceded to us; no man ae_quainted 
with political and commercial hifl:ory can doubt. 
ManufaB:ures are founded in poverty : It is the 
multitude of poor without land in a country, and 
who mufl: work for others at low wages or ftarve i 
that enables undertakers to carryon a manufaéture., 
and afford it cbeap enough to prevent the importa
tion of the fame kind from abroad, and to bear the 
expence of its own exportation.-But no man who 
c~n have a piece of land of his own, fufficient by 
h1s labour to fubfift his family in plenty, is poor 

3 - enough 



[A: B.T.] Warin Amer. not for Colonies aJone. 1 6 5 

enough to be a manufaél:urer, and work for a maf
ter. Hence, wh ile there is land enough in America 
for our people, there can ne ver .be manufaétures to 
any amount or value. It is a firiking obfervation 
of a very able pen t, that the natuq.l livelihood of 
the thin inhabitants of a forefi country is hunting; 
that of a greater number, pafiurage; that of a 
middling population, agriculture; af,ld that of the 
greatefl:, manufaétures; which laft mu fi fubfifl: tbe 
bulk ot the people in a full country, or they muil: 
be\ iubiified by charity, or peri fu.-The extended 
population, therefore, that is tnoft advantageous 
toGreat Britain, will be befi effeél:ed, becaufe only 
effèdually fecured, by our poifeffion of Canada. 

So far as the being of our prefent colonies in 
North America is concerned, I think indeed with 
the Remarker, that the French there are not "an 
" en emy to be apprehended *;"-but the expref
fion is too vague to be applicable to the prefent, 
or indeed to any other cafe. Algiers, Tunis and 
Tripoli, uneq ual as they are to this nation in power 
and numbers of people, are enemies to be fiill 
apprehended; and the Highlanders of Scotland 
have been fo for many ages, by the greatefi princes 
of Scotland and Britain. The wild lri!h were able, 
to gi ve a great deal of difiu rb ance even to ~een 
Elizabeth, and coil ber more blood and treafure 
than ber war with Spain.-Canada in the bands of 
France bas always fi:inted the growth of our co .. 

t [This I believe is meant for Dr. Adam Smith, who feems not 
at this time to have printed any of his political pie~es . E.] 

* Remarks, p. 27. 
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lonies; in the courfe of this war, and indeed before 
it, has difi:urbed and vexedeven the beil:and il:rong
eil: of them ; has found means to murder thoufands 
:of their people, and unfettle a great part of their 
country. Much more able will it be to fiarve the 
growth of ?Il inf~nt fettlement. Canada has alfo 
found means to make this nation fpend two or 
~hree millions a year in America ; and a people, 
how fmall foever, that in their prefent fituation~ 
can do this as often as we have a war with them, 
~s meth1nks, " .an enemy to be app~ehended." / 

Our Nor th American colonies are to be confi
dered as the fronûer if the Britijh empire on that 
fide. · The frontier of any dominion being attack ... 
ed, it becomes not merely "the cau[e" of the 
people immediately affeéted, (the inhabitants of 
that frontier) but properly " the caufe" of the 
whole body. · Where the frontier people owe and 
pay obedience, there they have a right to look for 
proteétion: No political propofition is better 
efiabliibed than this. It is therefore invidious to 
reprefent the '" blood and treafure" fpent in this 
"var, as fpent in '' the caufe of the colonies" only; 
and th at they ~re "abfurd and ungrateful" if they 
think we have clone nothing, unlefs we '' make 
" conquefts for them," and reduce Canada ta 
gratify their ''vain atnbition," &c. It will not 
be a conquefi for them, nor gratify any vain am
bition of theirs. lt will be a conquefi: for the 
1!Jh~le; and all our people will, in the increafe 
?f trad~, and the eafe of taxes, find the ad van tage, 
pf it.-Should we be obliged at any time to make 

3 . a war 
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a war for the proteétion of our commerce, and 
.to fecure the exportation of our manufaétures ; 
would it be fair to reprefent fuch a war, merely as 
·blood and treafure fpent in the caufe of the weavers 
of Y orkihire, Norwich, or the W efl:; the cu tl ers 
of Sheffield, .. or the button-mak.ers of Birming
ham? 1 hope it will appear before 1 end thefe 
fheets, that if ever there was a national war, this 
is truly fuch a one: a war in which the intere.fl: 
of the whole nation is direétly and fundamentally 
concerned.-Thofe who would be thought deeply 
ikilled in human nature, aft:eét to difcover felf
interefl::ed views every where at the bottom of 
the fairefi, the mofl:: generous conduét. Sufpicions 
and charges of this kind, meet with ready recep
tion and belief in the minds even of the multitude; 
and therefore lefs acutenefs and addrefs than the 
Rerparker is poffeifed of, would be fufficient to 
perfuade the nation general] y, th at ali the zeal 
and fpirit manifefl:ed and exerted by the colonies 
in this war, was only in '"' thejr own caufe," to 
H n1ake conquefl:s for themfelves," to engage us 
to make m-ore for ~hel11, to gratify their own 
"' vain ambition.'' 

But ihould they nov/ 'humbiy addrefs the 
' tnother country in the terms and the fentiments 
' of the Remarker ; return her their grateful ac
~ knowledgments for the blood and treafure ihe 
' bad fpent in ~' their caufe;" confefs that enough 
' had been clone "for them;" allow that '' Eng
~' liih forts raifed in proper paffes, will, with the 
cc wifqon1 and vigour of her adrniniftration " be a 

M 4 ' fufficien~ 
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' fufficient future proteél:ion; exprefs their defires 
' that their people may be confined within the 
' mountains, lefi [if] they are fuffered to fpread 
' and extend themfelves in th~ fertile_ and pleafant 
~ country on the other fi de, they iliould " increafe 
" infinitely from all ca]Jfes," " live wholly on 
" their own laboqr" ar.d b~come independent; 
' beg therefore that the French may be fuffered 
' to remain ~n poifeffion of Canada, as their neigh
' bourhoo~ may be u(eful to preyen~ our increafe; 
' and the re~oving them may " in its confe-. 
" quences be even dangerous * ~~'-:-1 fay, lhoulq 
fuch an addre(s from the colonies make its appear
ance here, ( th~=mgh, according ~o the Remarker, 
it would be a mqfl jufl: and re~(onab~e one;} would 
it not, might it notwith more jufiice ~e anfwered; 
.'-We underfia!ld you, Gen~lem~n, p~rfeél:ly weil: 
' y.o~ haye only your own intereft in view: you 
' want to have· ~pe people ,eonfined within your 
' prefent limits, that Î!"l a few years the lands yoq 
' are poifeifedof may Î!Jcreafe tenfold in value! you 
' want to reduce thé priee oflabour, by increafing 
' numbers on the fame territory, that you may be 
' able to fet up manufaétures and vie with your 
' mother country! you would have your people 
' kept in a body, that yoq may be more able to 
' ' difpute the commands of the crown, and obtain 
' an independency. Y ou would have the French 
' left in Canada, to exercife your· military virtue, 
~ and make you a warlike people, that you may 
: have 1nore confidence to en1bark in fchemes of 

* Remarks~ p. 50, 51: 
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' difobedience, and greater ability ta fupport 
c them ! Y ou have tafied too, the fweets of TWO 

~ OR THREE MIL~ IONS S.ter}ing per annum fpent 
, among you by our fleets and forces, and you are 
' unwilling to be without a pret~nce for kindling 
' up another war, and thereby occafioning a re
' petitjon of the fame delightful dofes! But, Gen~ 
f tlemen~ allow us to undedland our intereft a 
~ little likewife: we fball remove the French from 
, Canada, that you may live in peace, and we be 
' no. m~re drained by y our q uarrels. Y ou fhall 
~ have land enough to cultivate, that you may 
' have neither neceffity nor inclination to go into 
' manuf~étures; ~nd we will~p.anufaél:ure for you~ 
' and gov~rn you / 

A reader of the Remarks may be apt to fay; if 
this writer would have us refiore Canada, on prin
ci pies of modera~ion; how can we, çonfifient with 
thofe principles, retain Çuadaloupe, which he re
prefents of fo much greater value !-:::--:1 will endea
vour toexplain this, becaufe bydoing iti fhall have 
an opportunityof fhewing the ~ruth and good fen fe 
of the anfwer to the interefied application I have 
jufi fuppofed: The au thor then is only apparently 
and not really inconfifient with himfelf.-1 f we ca~ 
obtain the credit of moderation by refioring Cana~ 
da, it is well: but we fhould, however, refiore it 
at al! events; .becaufe it would not only be of nq 
ufe tous; but " the poifeffion of it (in his opinion) 
•• may in its confequences be dangerous *·" As 

~ Remarks, p. 5.o, 51. 



170 C A N A D A p A M P H L E T. 

how? Wh y, plainly, (at length it cornes out) if the 
French -are not left there to check the growth of 
our colonies, u they will ex tend them fel v es almoft 
'' without bounds into the inland parts, and in
" creafe infinitely frorp ali caufes; becoming a 
" numerous, hardy, independent people; pof
" feifed of a fl:rong country, communicating lit
'' tle or not at ail with En gland, living wholly on 
" their own labour, and in procefs of time know
" ing little and enquiring little about the mother 
" country." In !bort, according to this writer~ 
our prefentcolonies are Jargeenough and numerous 
enough; and the French ought to be left in North 
America to prevent their increafe, le)l they become 
not only ufelefs, but dangerous toBritain.-1 agree 
with theGentleman, that withCanada in our pof
feffion, our people in America will increafe amaz .. 
ingly. I know, that their common rate ofincreafe, 
where they are not molefied by the enemy, is 
doubling their numbers every twenty-five years, 
by natural generation only; exclufive of the accef
fion of foreîgners *· I think this increafe continu
ing, wo~ld probably in a century n1ore, make the 

• 'f.he reafon of this gre;,t.ter increafe in America than in Europe, 
is, that in old fettled countries, all trades, farms, offices, and 
employments are full ; and many people refrain marrying till they 
fee an opening, in whi!=Jl they can fettle themfeh·es, with a reafon
able profpeét of maintaining a family: but in America, it being 
eafy to obtain land, which with moderate labour will afFord fubfif
tence arid fomething to fpare, people ma.rry more readily and earlier 
in life, whence arifes a num~rous offspring and the fwift population 
of thofe countrïes. 'Tis a common error that we cannot fill our 
provinces or incroofe the nutnber of them, without drainino- this 
nation of its people. The increment alone of pur prefent cclonies 
.i~ fufficiep.t for both thofe purpofes. [Written in 1760. E.] 

number 
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number of Britilh fubjeéts on that fide the water 
more numerous than they now are on this ; But 

4· [Not nec~/fary that the American colonies 
jhould ceafe being ufeful to the mother country. 
'I'hez'r preference over the W e)l Indian colonies 

flated.] 

I am far from entertaim'ng on that account, 
any fears of their becomz'ng either ufelefs or danger
ous to us; and I look on thqfe fears to be mere/y 
imagz'nary, and wz'thout any probable foundatt'on.
The Remarker is referved in giving his reafons; 
as in his opinion this " is not a fit fubjeél for 
H difcuffion." -I a1all give mine, becaufe I con
~eive it ·a fubjecr neceffary to be difcuffed; and 
~he rather, as thofe fears, how groundlefs and chi
merical foever, may, by poifeffing the multitude, 
poffibly induce the ablefl: minifl:ry to conform to 
them,. againfl: their own judgment; and thereby 
prevent the. afiuring to the Britiih name and na
tion a fiability and permanency, that no man 
acquainted with hifiory durfl: have hoped for till 
our American poffeffions opened the pleafing pro
fpeél:. The Remarker thinks that our people in 
America, '' finding no check from Canada, would 
" extend themfeJves almoft without bounds into 
" the inland parts, and increafe infinite! y from ail 
" caufes." The very reafon he ailigns for their 
fo extending, and which is indeed the true one, 
( their being " invited to it by the pleafantnefs, 
" fertility and plenty of the country,") may fa
tisfy us, that this extenfion will continue to pro-

ceed, 
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ceed, as long as there remains any pleafant fertile 
country within the,ir reach. And if we even fup
pofe them confined by the waters of the Miffiffippi 
wefiward, and by thofe of St. Laurence and the 
lakes to the north ward; yet frill we !hall 1eave 
them room enough to increafe even in the 
rnanner of fett1ing now praél:ifed there, till they 
amount to perhaps a hundred millions of fouis. 
This rnufi: take forne centuries to fulfil : And in 
the mean ti'me, this nation mufi: neceffarily fupply 
them with the manufaél:ures they confume; be
caufe the new fettlers will be employed in agri
culture; and the new fettlements will fo conti
uually draw off the fpare bands from the old, 
that our prefent colonies will not, during the pe
riod we have mentioned, find themfelves in a 
condition to manufaéture even for their own in
habitants, to any confiderable degree; much lefs 
for thofe who are fettling behind them. -

Thus our trade mufi:, till that country becomes 
as fully .peopled asEngland, (that is for centuries 
to come,) be çontinually increafing, and with it 
our naval power; becaufe the ocean is between 
us and them, and our lhips and feamen tnufi: in
creafe as that trade increafès.-The hu man body 
and the po1itical differ in this i that the firfi: is 
limited by nature to a certain ftature, wbich, 
'vhen attained, it cannat, ordinarily, exceed ; 
the other, by better government and more prudent 
police, as weil as by change of tnan ners and other 
Çircumfl:ances, often takes freih Harts of growth, 
flfter being long at a ftand; and may add tenfold 

ttl 



[A: B.T.] 'l'h(Colonies ufeful to G. Britaz·n. 171 
to the dimenfions it bad for ages been confined to. 
The mother being of fullfi:ature, is in a few years 
equalled by a growing daughter: but in the cafe 
of a mother country and ber colonies, it is qui te 
different. The growth of the .. children tends to 
increafe the growth of the mother, and fo the 
difference and fuperiority is longer preferved.~ 

- Were the inhabitants of this ifland limited to their 
prefent number by any thing in nature, .or by un
changeable circumfi:ances, the equality of popu
lation between the two countries might indeed 
fooner -con1e to pafs: but fure experience in thofe 
parts of the ifland where manufaél:ures have been 
introduced, teaches us ; that people increafe and 
multiply in proportion as the means and facility of 
gaining a livelihood increafe; and th at this i.fland, 
if they could be employed, is capable of fupport
ing ten tin1es its prefent number of people.-In 
proportion therefore, as the demand increafes for 
the manufaétures of Britain, by the increafe of peo
ple in her colonies, the nqmber of ber people at 
ho-me willincreafe; and with them, the firength as 
weil as the wealth of the nation. For fatisfaél:ion in 
this point let the re ader corn pare in his mi nd the 
number and force of our prefent fleets, with our 
fieet in~eenElizabeth's tim-e *, before we had co
lonies. Let him compare the ancient,with the pre
fent fia te of our towns and ports on or near our , 
wefi:ern coaft, (Manchefter, Liverpool, Kendal, 
Lancafi:er, Glafgow, and the countries round 
them,) th at trade with and manufaéture for our 

• Viz. 40 fail, none of more than 40 guns. 
colonies, 
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colonies, (not to mention Leeds, Halifax, Sheffield 
and Birmingham,) and confider what a difference 
there is in the numbers of people, buildings, rents, 
and the value of land and of the produce of land; 
even if he goes back no farther than is with man's 
memory. Let him compare thofe countries with 
others on the fame ifland, where manufaél:ures 
have not yet extended themfelves; obferve the pre
fent difference, and refleél: how n1uch greater our 
fl:rength may be, (if numbers give il:rength,) when 
our manufaéturers ihall occupy every part of the 
ifland where they can poffibly be fubfified. 

But, fay the objeél:ors, ' there is a certain djf
' tance from the fia, in America, beyond which the 

' ' expence of carriage will put a fiop to the fale and 
' confumption of y our manufaétures; and this, with 
' the difficulty of making returns for then1, will 
' oblige the inhabitants to manufaéture for them
' felves; of courfe, if you fuffer y our people to ex
' tend their feulements beyond that difiance, your 
' people become ufelefs to y ou :' And this di fiance 
i~ limited by forne to zoo miles; by others to the 
Apalachian mountains.-N ot toïnfifi: on a very 
plain truth, that no part of a dmpinion, from 
whence a government may on occafion draw fup
plies and aids both of men and mo ney, ( though 
at too great a difi:ance to be fupplied with Inanu
faétures from fotne other part,) is therefore ~o be 
deemed ufelefs to the whole; I !hall endeavour to 
iliow that thefe imaginary limits of utility, even 
in point of cmnmerce, are tnuch too narrow.
The inland parts of the continent of Europe are 

farther 
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farther from the fea, than the limits of fettlement 
propofed for America. German y is full of tradef
men and artificers of all kinds, and the gove rn 
ments there, are not ali of them al ways favourable 
to the commerce of Britain; yet it is a well
known faél:, that our manufaél:ures find their way 
even into the heart of Germany. Aik the great 
manufaél:urers and merchants of the Leeds, Shef
field, Birmingham, Manchefl:er, and Norwich 
goods ; and they will tell you, that forne of them 
fend theirriders frequently throughFrance or Spain 
and ltaly, up to Vienna, and back through the 
middle and northern parts of Germany; to i110w 
[amples of their wares and colleél: orders, which 
they receive by alr:nofi every 1nail, to a vafl: amount. 
Whatever charges arife on the carriage of goods, 
are added to the value, and ali paid by the confu
mer.-If thefe nations over whom we have no go
vernment; over whofe confumption we can have 
no influence, but what arifes from the cheapnefs 
and goodnefs of our wares; whofe trade, manu
.faél:ures, or commercial conneél:ions are not fub
jeél: to the controul of our laws, as thofe of our 
c.olonies certain} y are in forne degree ; l fay, if 
thefe nations purchafe and confume fuch quanti
ties of our goods, notwithfianding the remotenefs 
of their fituation from the. fea; how mu ch lefs 
likely is it that the fettlers inAmerica, who muft 
for ages be employed in agriculture chiefly, fhould 
make cheaper for themfelves the goods our manu
faéturers at prefent fupply them with ; Even if 
we fuppofe the carriage five, fix or [even hundred 

· miles 
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miles from the fea as difficult and expenfive, as the 
like diftance into German y :-whereas in the lat
ter, the natural difi:ances are frequently doubled 
by political obftruélions; I mean the intermixed 
territories and claChing interefl:s of princes :J:.-But 
when we confider that the inland parts of America 
are penetrated by great navigable rivers; that 
there are a number of great lakes, communicating 
with each other, with thofe rivers, and with the 
fea, very fmall portages here and there excepted * .; 
that the fea coafi:s (if one may be allowed the ex
preffion) of thofe lakes only, amount at leafi: to 
2700 miles, exclufive of the rivers running into 
them (many of which are navigable to a great 
extent for boats and canoes, through vail: traéts of 
country); how little likely is it that the expence 
on the carriage of our goods into thofe countries 
iliould prevent the ufe of them.-If the poor Jn ... 
dians in thofe remote parts are now able to pay for 
the linen, woollen and iron wares they are at pre ... 

fent 

:t: [Sir C. Whitworth has the following a!fertion. " Each ftate in 
" Germany is jealous of its neighbours ; and hence, rather than fa. 
·~ cilitat.e the export or tranfit of its neighbours produéts or manu. 
" faétones, they have ali recourfe to ftrangers." State of Trade, 

' p.xxiv. E.] 
• From New York into lake Ontario, the land-carriage of the 

fe-v(J"al portages altogether, amounts to but about 27 miles. From 
lake Ontario into lake Erie, the land-carriage at Niao-ara is but 
about 12 miles. All the lakes above Niagara comn~unicate by 
navigable ftraits, fo that no land-carriage is nece!fary, togo o!lt of 
o~e into anoth7r. From Prefqu'i!le on lake Erie, there are but 15 
m1les land-carnage, and that a good waggon-road, to Beef River, 
a branch of the Ohio; which brings you into a navigation of many 
thoufand miles inland, if you take together the Ohio, the Miffiffippi, 
and all the great rivers and br::tnchcs that run into th~m. 

[The 
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fent furniihed \vith by theFrench andEngli!h tra
ders, (thoughlndians have nothing but what they 
get by hunting, and the goods are loaded with all 
the impofitions fraud and knavery can contrive to 
inhance their value;) will not induflrious Englifo 
farmerJ, hereafter fettled in thofe countries, be 
much better able to pay for what fhall be brought 
them in the way of fair commerce ? 

If it is afked, What can fuch farmers raife, 
wherewith to pay for the manufaétures they may 
want from us ? 1 anfwer, that the inland parts of 
Atnerica in queil:ion are well known to be fitted 
for the produétion of hemp, fl.ax, pota!h, and 
above ali, filk; the fouthern parts may produce 
olive-ail, raifins, currants, indigo, and cochineal. 
Not to mention horfes and black cattle, which 
may eafily be driven to the maritime markets, 
~nd at the fame time affift in conveying other 
commodities.-That the commodities firfi men
tioned, may eafily, by water or land-carriage, be 
brought to the fea-ports from interior America, 
will not feem incredible; when we refl.eét, that 
hemp formerly came from the Ukraine and moft 
fouthern parts of Ruffia to W ologda, and clown 
theDwina toArchangel; and thence by a perilous 
navigation round the North Cape to England and 
other parts of Europe. It now cornes from the 

[The rivers and lakes of Canada perhaps render acceffible (in 
land and water) a traa of almoft 9oo,ooo fquare miles; the river 
Miffiffippi, another traa of nearly 6oo,ooo fquare miles; the fet
tled parts of the Englifh. colonies fcarcely extend over a traa of 
3oo,ooo fquare miles. E.] 

N fame 
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fan1e country up theDnieper and down theDunat, 
·with tnuch land-carriage. Great part of tbeRuffia 
iron, no high-priced commodity, is brought 300 

miles by land and water from the heart of Si beria. 
Fur s, [the produce too of America J ·are brought 
to Amfierdam from ail parts of Siberia, even the 
moft re'mote, Kamfchatika.-The fame country · 
furniihes me with aoother infiance of extended 
inland comm~rce. It is found worth while to keep 
up a mercantile communication between Pekin 
in China and Peterfburgh.-And none of thefe 
infiances of inland commerce exceed thofe of the 
courfes by which, at feveral periods, the Whole 
trade of the Ea.ft was carried on. Before the prof
perity of the Mamaluke dominion in Egypt fixed 
the ftaple for the riches of the Eafi at Cairo and 
Alexandria, (whither they were brought from the 
Red Sea) great part of thofe commodities were 
carried to the cities of Caihgar and Balk. (This 
gave bi-rth to thofe towns, that ftill fubfifi upon 
the remains of their ancient opulence, amidfi a 
people and country equally wild.) From thence 
thofe goods were carried clown the Amû, (the 
ancient Oxus,) to the Cafpian Sea, and up the 
W olga to Aftrachan ; from whence they were 
carried over to, and down the Don, to the mouth 

l [I beg pardon for attempting to remind the reader that he muft 
.not confound the river Duna, with the ri,·er D wina.-The fork of 
the Ohio is about 4 00 miles di ftant from the ièa, and tbe fork of the 
Miffi ftippi about 900 : It is 400 mi les from Peterfburgh to Mofcow, 
and very confiderablv more than 4coo from Peterfb uro-h to Pekin. 
T~is is eno ugh to jufrify Dr. Frankli n '~ pofitiom in thtpage above, 
.Wlthout guing into farther particulars. E.] 

., 
j of 
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of thaf tivà; and t~ence agaîn the Venetiaris di· 
reél:ly; and the Genoefe and Venetians indireé1:Iy1 
( by way of Kàffà and Trebifonde,) difperfed them 
throtigh tlie Meditetranean and forne other parts· 
of Europe. Anothe·r part of tho fe goods was car.; 
ried over-lànd from the Wolga to the rivers n ·una 
and Neva; from both _they ~ere carried to tlie city 
of Wiibuy in the Baltick~ (fo eminent fbr its fea
laws) ; and from the city of Ladoga on the Neva, 
we are told they weté even carricui by the Dwina 
to Archangel; and from thence round the North 
Cape.-If iron and hemp will bear the charge of 
ca.rriage from this inland country; other meta!s 
will, as weil as iron; and certainly .filk, fince 3d. 
per lb. is not above I per cent on the value, and 
amounts to z8l. pet ton* .-If the Growths of 
a country find their way out of it; the Manifac ... 
fures of the countries where they go, will infalli
bly find their way into it. 

They who underfl:and- the œconomy and prin
ciples of mannfaétures, know, that it is impofii
ble to efiabliili them in places not populous _;-and 
eve)1 in thofe that are populous, hardly poffib]e 
to efiabliili them to thè prejudice of the places 
a!r.eady in po/fdfion qf them. Several attempts 
bave been made in France and Spain, counte
nanced by the government, to draw from us and 

* [1 think I have been told, and upon the beft authority, that a 
carriage bas aftually been eftablifhed at thefe rates, over land, to 
the Ohio fettlemen·r.-Si/k, on account of its value and convenient; 
bulk, was propofed as a chief objetl of attention in this fettlem~nt. 
E.] 

N2 efrabli~h 
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efiablilh in thofe countries, our hard-ware and 
woollen manufatl:ures; but without fuccefs.-The 
veafons are various. A manufaéture is part of a 
great fyfiem of comJllerce, whïch takes in conve
niencies of various kinds ; methods of providing 
materials of ail forts, tnachines for expediting and 
facilitating labour, ail the channels of correfpon
dence for vending the wares, the credit and con
fidence neceifary to found and fupport this corref
pondence, the mutual aid of different artizans, 
and a thoufand other particulars, which time and 
]ong experience have graduai/y eftablifhed. A part 
of fuch a fyftem cannat fupport itfelf without the 
who1e; and before the whole can be obtained the 
part periihes. Manufatl:ures, where_they are in per
fèétion, are carried on by a multiplicity orhands, 
each of which is expert only in his own part; no 

' one of thetn a ma fier of the whole; and, if by any 
tneans fpirited away to a foreign country, he is loft 
without his fellows. Then it is a matter of the 
extremeft difficulty to perfuade a compleat fet of 
workmen, fkilled in aU parts of a manufatl:ory to 
leave their country together, and fettle in a foreign 
land. Sorne of the idle and drunken may be en
ticed away; but thefe only difappoint their em
ployers, and ferve to difcourage the undertaking • 
. If by royal n1uni.ficence, and an expence that the 
profits of the trade al one would Rot bear, a com
pleat fet of good and ikilful bands are colleéted 
aud carried over; they find fo much of the fyftem 
imperfeét, fo many things wanting to carry on the 
trad_e to advantage, fo many difficulties to over-

come, 
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come, and the knot of hands fo eafily broken by 
death, diifatisfaétion and defertion ; that they and 
their employers are difcouraged together, and the 
projeét vanilhes into fmoke.-Hence it happens, 
that eftablilhed manufaétures are hardly ever lofr, 
but by foreign conqueft, or by forne eminent in
terior fault in inanners or government; a bad po
lice oppreffing and difcouraging the workmen, or 
religious perfecutions driving the fober and induf.;. 
trio us out of the country. The re is, in fhort, 
fcarce a fingle inftance in hiftory of the contrary, 
where manufaélures have once taken firm root.
They fometimes ftart up in a new place; but are 
:generally fupported like exotic ·plants, at more ex
pence than they are worth for any thing but curi
ofity; un til thefe new feats bec:ome the refuge of 
the manufaél:urers driven from the old ones.-The 
conquefi: of Conftantinople, and final reduétionof 
the Greek empire, difperfed many curious manu
faéturers into different parts of Chriftendom. The 
former conquefts of its provinces, had before clone 
the fame. The iofs of liberty in Verona, Milan, 
Florence, Pifa, Piftoia, and other great cities of 
ltaly; drave the manufaéturers of woollen elath 
into Spain and Flanders. The latter firft loft their 
trade and manufaétures to Antwerp and the .cities 
of Brabant; from whence, by perfecution for reli
zion, they were fent into Bolland and England : • 
{ While] the civil wars during the minority of 
Charles the firft of Spain, which ended in the lofs 
,.cf the iiberty of their grea,t :towns; ended .too in the 

N 3 ]Df~ 
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lofs of the manufaB:ures ofToJ~do, Segovia, Sala~ 
manca, Medina Q.el campo, &c. The revocation of 
the ediél of !'{antes, conùnuni~ated, to ali the Pro
tefiant · part~ of Europe, the paper1 fllk, and other 
valu able manufatturers of Franc.e; almoft pe~uliar 
,at that· tim~ to ~hat country, and till then in vain 
.at,tem pted elfevyhere.~ To b.e convipc~d thar it is 
110t foil and climate, or even freedom from taxes~ 
iha~ d~tc;rmines the refidence of manufa~urers. 
-~e n~ed op}y turp our eyes on H(}//and; :where ~ 
multitude of tnanuf~étures are fiill carried on (per
p.aps. more than on the fame extent of t.erritopy 
fiDY where in Europe) and fold on terms upo9 
which thFy cannot be had in any other part of 
the W<?rld.-And this too is true of thofe gro7!Jths~ 
·w0ich, by their nature and the labour required ~o 
~aife tbep1, come the nearefi to manufaétures. 
· A. to the common-place objeétion to the North 
.f\merican fettlements, that . they are ·in the fame 
_climatt, and their produce the fame as that if Eng
,1av_d _;~in th~ firfi place it is not true; it is par
ticularly not fo of the countries now likely to b6 
~ddèd to our fettle!llents; and of our prefent co
lonies, · the produéts, ~umqer, tobacco, rice, and 
~ndigo, great artic~es of commerce, do not inter
fere with the produ~s of England :-in the next 
place, a man mu.fl: know very little of the tr~de 
of rhe w.C?rlq, Y'( ho do es no~ know? th at the grea ter 
part of it ÏS CélffÏed On between COUntries \Vhofe 
èlirpate dîffers very. little. Eve~ the trade betwecn 
fh~ · ~ifferent parts of ~he~e Britilh iilands, is grea tl y 

· fuperior 
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fuperior to that between England and aU the 'iVefi 
ndia i!lands put together t. 

If l have been fuccefsful in proving that a con .. 
fiderab1e commerce may and will fubfift between 
us and our future moft inland fettlements in North 
America, notwithfi:anding their diftance; I have 
more th an · half proved no other tizconveniency will 
arift from their difiance. Many men in fuch a 
COUntry, ffiUlt "know," muft H think," and lntlfb 

" care" about the country they chiefly trade with. 
The juridical and other conneétions of govern
ment are yet a fafl:er hold than even commercial 
ties, and fpread direéHy and indir~étly far and. 
wide. Bufinefs to be folicited and èaulès qepend
ing, ereate a great in tercourfe even wbere priva te 
property is not divided in different countfies ;-
yet · this divi!ion will al ways fubfift, wh~re dif. 
ferent countries are ruled by the fame govern
ment. Where a man has landed property bath in 
the mother country and a province, he will almoft 
al ways live in the mother country~ This, though 
there were no trade, is fingJy a fuffiçient gain. It 
is faid, that Ireland pays near a million fierling 
annually toits abfentees in En gland: The balance 
of tradé from Spain, or ~ven Portqgal, is (carcel y 
equal to this. 

Let it not be faid we have no aij'entees from 
North America. There are manyJ to the writer·s 
knowledge ;-and if there are at prefent but few 
cf thetn that clifringuiih theJnfelves here by great 

t [But why may not a difference of cil-cumjJanm produce a trade, 
~s weil as a difference of climate ?-Climate itfelf h as its effeét only 
py j ecuring this difference of circumfiance~ E.l 

· N t J4 ~xpence-., 
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expence, it is owing to the mediocrity of fortune 
among the inhabitants of the Northern colonies; 
and a mote equal divifion of landed property, than 
in the W eft In dia iilands, fo that there are as yet 
but few large eftates. But if thofe who have fuch 
eftates, refide upon and take care of them them
felves, are they worfe fubjeéts than they would 
be if they lived idly in England ?-Great merit is 
afTumç:d Jor the gentlemen of the Weft Indies t, 
on the [core of their refiding and fpending their 
money in England. I w.ould not depreciate that 
merit; it is confiderable; for they might, if they 
pleafed, fpend their money in · France: but the 
difference between their fpending it here and at 
home, is not {o great. What do they fpend it in 
when they are here, but the produce and manu
faétures of this country;- and would they not do 
the fame if they were at home? Is it of any great 
i-mportance to tl;le Engliih t farmer, whether the 
W eft ln.dia gentleman ç01nes to London and eats 
his beef, pork, and ton gues, fre!h; or has them 
prought to him in the W eft In dies falted? wh e
ther he eats his Englilh çheefe and butter, or 
drinks his Engliih ale, at London or in Barba.does? 
Is the dothier's, or the mercer',s, or the cutler's, 
or the toyman's profit lefs, for their goods being 
worn and .confumed by the fame perfons refiding 
on the other ficJe of the ocean ? W ould not the 
profits .of t}le merchant and mariner be rather 
grea~r, and forne addition made to our naviga-

t Rern;trks, p. 4 7, 48, &c. 
t (Wh.ether ou! author rneaned the Engli!h or Irifh farmer, 

~ventu aU y perhaps , he thoQght them one ~nd the fame~ E. J ' 
· · tion, 
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-tion, iliips and feamen ?-If the North American 
gentleman fiays in his own country, and lives 
there in that degree of luxury and expence with 
regard to the ufe of Britiih manufaéhlres, that his 
fortune entitles him to; may not his example 
(from the imitation of fuperiors, fo natural to 
mankind) fpread the ufe of tho fe manufaél:ures 
among hundreds of families around him; and oc
cafion a much greater demand for them, than it 
would do if he ihould remove and live in London? 
-However this may be, if in our views of im
mediate advantage, it feems preferable that the 
gentlemen of large fortunes in North America 
lhould refide much in England; it is what may 
furely be expeéted, as faft as fuch fortunes are ac
quired there. Their having " colleges of their 
" own for the education of their youth," will 
not prevent it : A little knowledge and learning 
acquired, increafes the appetite for more, and 
will make the converfation of the learned on this 
fide the water n1ore ftrongly defired. Ireland has . 
its univerfity likewife; yet this does not prevent 
the immenfe pecuniary benefit we receive from 
that kingdom. And there will always be in the 
conveniencies of life, the politenefs, the pleafures, 
the magnificence of the reigning country, many 
other attraél:ions befides thofe of learning, to draw 
men of fu bfiance there, where they can, ( appa
r~ntly at leafi) have the beft bargain of happi
nefs for their mo ney. 

Our trade to the W ifi In dia ijlands is undoubt
edly a valuable one; but whatever is the amount 

of 
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of it, it has long been at a )land. Limited a~ our 
fugar planters are by the fcantinefs of territory, 
they cannot increafe n1uch beyond their prefent 
number; and this is an evil, as I !hall fhow here
after, that will be little helped by our keeping 
Guadaloupe.-The trade to our Northern Colo
nies, is not only greater, but yearly increafing 
with the increafe of people : and even in a gre ~ tor 
proFortion, as the people increafe in v. ~<l:L __ and 
the ability of fpending, as v.e __ as : ... n:Jt:l;J ·;~ *". 

"* The writer has [li. nee oi.ta;.nu. <t::::ounts of the ex pm L '0 ;.-ort~ 
Ameriw , and t ne J.-7 ejf L:dza ljland•; by •;.·hich it appears, th a • •. ·r.;: 
has been forne increafe of trade to th-,- · ."_ ~ _ •1 ;:~ well as to Nor th. 
America, though in a much kfs a.egree. The ro!.O-Ni:!b ~:·•raét from 
thcfe accounts wi:l fLow t:1:: re:1der at one view the. amo"tl, · 'Jr the 
éxpcrts to e:;.ch, in two different terms of five years; the terms t.:. -~n 
at ten years di !tance from each other, to 1how the ]ru:reafe, viz. 

Firfl: Term, from 1744 to 174'B, inCiufi,·e. 
}.·orthern c~lonin. W4 ùdia J.;1alJds. 

I744-[.64o,rr4 IZ 4---- .[.;96,uz 17 9 
1745- 53+·3 :6 2 5 503,6&) 19 9 
J 746-7 54-·945 4 3 472·99+ 19 7 
1747--;z6,b48 5 5 8)6,403 18 6 
1 748--8jO,Zf3 !6 9 ----- 734• 0 95 15 3 

~ . Tot. [5 ,363>337 10 10 
D .fi't:rence, 1.-:1,930 ro 4 

[,. 3·+86,:68 2 

0-::cond Tern1, from Iï5+ to Iïj8, incluii,·e. 
Xo. ·tbem Cc'onio•s. 1rtjll!!dia !/lands. 

'754--1,246,6!) I II 6Sj,6; 5 J o 
1755 -- I,Ij7,84<i 6 I.) 694,667 13 3 
1756--r,.p ,720 18 10 - 733·+58 16 J. 

17)7_--I,ïZ/,924 2 I0 - 7]6,488 0 6 
175e --1,8F,94-d 13 JO - 8;-j,)ïi 19 11 

Teta!, [, . /:4-I+,o5ï 4 3 Tot. [.3,-6;,841 12 11 

Di-l'crence 3,6~b,z: 5 1 I + 
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-I have already faid, that our people z'n the Nor
thern Colonies double in about 25 yeats, exclufiv:e 

of 

In the firft term, totalofWeftindia ifl.ands, j,363,337 10 10 

)1 the fecond term, ditto, - - - - , 3,767,841 IZ 11 

Increafe, only J:. o,404,504 2 1' 

la the firft term, total for northern Colonies, 3,486,268 1 ~ 
Jtt-the fecond term, ditto, - - - - - 7,414,057 4 3 

Increafe, J:. 3,927,789 3 I 

lly tbefe accounts it appears, that the exports to the Weft India 
i1Jarids1 and to the northern colonies, were in the firft term nearly 
equal; (the difference being only 122,936!. Ios. 4d.) and in the 
fecond term, the exports to thofe iilands had only increafed 
~041504-l. 2 s. 1 d_.-Whereas the increafe to the northern colo
llies is 3•927,789!. 3 s. 1 d. almoft four millions. 

Sorne part of this increafed. demand for Englilh goods, may l'le 
afcribed fo the armies and fleets we have had both in North Ame
rica and the Weft Indies; not fo much for what is confumed by 
the foldiery; their clothing, ftores, ammunition, &c. fent from 
J-tence on account of the government, being (as 1.s fuppofed) not 
included in thefe accounts of merchandize exported ; but, as the 
war has occafioned a great ,plenty of money in America, many of 
th~ inhabitants hav.e increafed their expence. 

N. B. Thefe accounts do not include any experts .from Scot
la1Zd to America, which are doubtlefs proportionably conliderable; 
nor the exports from freland. 

[I fhall carry on this calculation where Dr. Franklin left it. 
For four years, from 1770 to I7ï3 jnclufively, the fame average 
amzual exports to the fame ports of the Weft Indies, is 994,4631.; 
and to the fame ports of the North American plantations 
2,919,669!. But the an nuai averages of the firft and fecond terms 
of the former, were 672,6681. and 7 5 3,5681: of the latter, 697,2541. 
and 1,482,811 1. · 

In ten years therefore (taking the middle years of the terms) the 
North American trade is found to have doubltd the Weil Indian: 
in the ~ext fixteen years ~t ~e~omes greater by tbree-fold.-W~th 
refpeét to itfelf, the North American trade in 32 years (taking the 
extremes of the terms) has quadrupled; while the Weft Indian 
~rade increafed only one ha!f; of whi,h increafe I apprehend Ja-

- • • • • 0 

mawa 



I8S' CANADA PAMPHLÈT. 
-. . ) 

of the ac::ceffion, of firangers. That I fpeak with-
in bounds, I appeal to the authentic accounts fre
quently required by the board of trade, and tranf
mitted ta that board by the refpeétive governors; 
of which accounts -I iliall feleét one as a fample, 
being thar-from the colq~y of Rhode-Hland *; a 
co1ony that of ail the ·otb.ers receives the leafi ad
dition from ftrarigers.-For the increafe of our 
trade to tbofe coloniu, I refer· to the accounts fre
quent! y laid before Parliament, by the officers of 
the cufioms, and to the cufrom-houfe bqoks : 
from which I have alfo feletted one account, that 

maica has given more than f:, chiefly in confequence of. the quiet 
produced by the peace with the maroon negroes.-Hl:ld the Weft 
Jndian trade continued ftationary, the North American trade would 
have quadrupled with refpeél: to it, in z6 years : and this, not
withftanding the checks given to the latter, by their nœ-importa
tion agreements and the encouragement of thei.r own manufaétures. _ 

There has been an acceffion to both thele trades, produced by 
the çeffions.at the treaty of Paris; not touc-ked . vp~ by Dr. Frank
lin. The average an nuai export-tride, from • 770 to 177 3 inclu
ftvely, to the .ceded Weft India iflands, amounted to 258,2991: to 
the ceded North American territory it has be_en 2$0,42 31. See 
Sir Charles Whitworth's State ofTradeA E.] _ 

"' Copy of the Report ofGo'Ver;or Hopkin; to (be Bo-ard of1rade, on 
the Numher.s if.Ptçple in Rhode-Ijland. 

In obedience ro yo'lr lordlhips' commands, I have caufed the 
wi thin account to ·be ta:ken by officers und er oath. By it there appears 

to be in th!s colcmy at this time 35•939 white perfons, and 4697, 
blacks, ch1efly negroes. 

In the year 17 30, by order of the th en lords CQJllnUffioners of trade 
an.d plantations, an account was taken of the 'number of people in 

.tlns colon y, and the.n there appeared to be 15_,J.02 white perfons, 
and z633 blacks. 

A gain in the year 17 48, by like order, an acco~nt was taken of 
the number of people in this colony. by which it appears there 
were at thattime 29,755 white perfons, and 43 73 blacks. 

Colony of Rbodeljla.nd, Dçç. z }., 17 55. .ST H H iN HoP KI K s~ 

3 ~ 
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of the trade from England (exclufive ofScotland) 
to Penfylvania t; a colon y moft remarkable for 
the plain frugal manner of living of its inhabitants, 
and the moft fufpeéled of carrying on manufac
tures, on account of the number of German arti
zans, who are known to have tranfplanted them
felves into that country; though even thefe, in 
truth, when they come there, generaJly .apply 
themfelves to agriculture, as the fureft fupport and 
moft advantageous employment. By this account 
it appears, that the exports to that province have 
in 28 years, increafed nearly in the proportion of 
17 to 1 ; whereas the people themfelves, who by 
other authentic accounts appear _to double their 
numbers (the fl:rangers who fettle there included) 
in about 16 years, cannot in the 28 years have in
creafed in a grea ter proportion than as 4 to 1. 

The additional demand then, and confumption of 
goods from En gland, of 13 parts in 17 more th an 
the additional number would require, muft be 

- t A n .Account of the Palue of the Exports f rom England to P enjj-1-
jjl-vania, in one r e ar, taken at different Periods, rviz. 

In 1723 they amounted onlyto - - [, . 15,992 : 19; 4 
1730 they were - - - 4-8,59 2 : 7 ~ 5 
•737 - - - - - 56,69o : 6 : 7 
17 42 - - - - - - - 7 5 '2 9 5 : 3 : 4-
1747 • - - - - - - - - 82,4-04 : 17 : 7 
1752 - • - - - 201,666 : 19 : 1 I 
1757 - - - - - - - - - z68,426 ~ 6 : 6 

N. B. The accounts for 17 58 and 17 59, are not y et çompleated ; 
but thofe acquainted with the North Amer!can trade, knQW, 
that the increafe in thofe two years, has been in a fti ll greatet 
proportion ; the laft year being fuppofed to exceed any former 
year by a third; and this owing to the increafed abili ty of the 
people to fpend, from the grea ter q uantities of mo ney circu
lating among them by the war. 

owwg 
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owing to this; th at the people having by their in .. 
dufi:ry -mended their circumfi:ances, are ena bled to 
indulge themfelves in finer clothes, better furni· 
ture, and a more general ufe of ali our manufac
tures than heretofore. 

In faél:, the occafion for Engliih goods in North 
.An1erica, and the inclination to have and ufe 
them, is, and mufi: be for ages to come, much 
greater than the ability of the people to pay for 
them; they mufr therefore, as they now do, deny 
themfelves many things theywouldotherwife chufe 
to have, or increafe their induftry to obtain them. 
-And thus, if they lhould at any time manufac
ture forne coarfe article, which on account of 
its bulk or forne other circumfi:ance, cannot fo 
weil be brought to them from Britain; it only 
enables them the better to pay for finer goods, 
that otherwfle they could not indulge themfelves 
in: So that the exports thither are not diminilhed 
by fuch tnanufad:ure, but rather increafed.-The 
fingle article of manufaéture in thefe colonies men
tioned by theRemarker, is hatsmade inNew-Eng
land. It is true there have been, ever fince the 
firft fettlement of that country, a few hatter~ 
there; . drawn thither probably at fir11: by the faci- 
lity of getting beaver, while the woods were but 
littlecleared, and therewas plentyof thofe animais. 
The cafe is greatly altered now. The beaver 
fkins are not now to be had in New-England, 
but from very remote places and at great priees. 
The trade is accordingly d.eclining there; fo that, 
far from being able to make bats in any quantity 

, for 
.. 
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for exportation, they cannat fupply their homq 
demand; and it is well known that forne thoufand 
dozens are fent thither yearly from London, Brif
tol, and Liverpool; and fold there cheaper than 
the inhabitant~ can make thetn of equal goodnefs . 
-In faét, the colonies are fo little fuited for efl:a
blifhing of manufaétures, that they are continually 
lofing the few branches they accidentally gain. 
The working brafiers, cutlers, and pewtei·ersh 
as well as hatters, who have happened togo over 
frorn time to time and fettle in the colonies; gra
dually drop the working part of their bufinefs, 
and import their refpeétive goods from E nglan d, 
whence they can have them cheaper and bettcr 
than they can make Ù1em. They continue their
fhops indeed, in the fame way of dealing; but be
come fil/ers ofbrafiery, cut1ery, pewter, bats, &c. 
brought from Engbnd_, infl:ead of being makers of 
thofe goods. ' 

5. [The A meric,?n colon-ùs not dangerou s z'n the ir 
natitre to Great B ritaù?. J 

Th us much as to the apprehenfion of our cokJ
nies becoming ufe1efs to us. I !hall next con fi der 
the other fuppofition, that th eir grovv th may ren
·der them dangerous.-Of thi s, I o wn, I h ave not. 
the leaft conception, when I confider th at we have 
already ~{ourteen Jeparate go"Jernments on the ma
ritime coafi of the continent; aud if we ex tend our. 

, fettlements, îhall probab1y have as many more be
hind them on the inland fide. Thofe we,now have, 
are not only under different governors, but have 

different 
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different forms of government, different laws, dif .. 
ferent interefts, and forne of them different' reli
gious perfuafions and different manners.-Their 
jealoufy of each other is fo great, that however 
neceffary an union of the colonies bas long been, 
for their common defence and fecurity againft 
their enemies, and how fenfible foever each colony 
bas been of that neceffity; yet they have never 
been able toeffeél: fuch an union atnong themfelves; 
nor even to agree in requefting the mother coun
try to efiabli!h it for them. N othing but the im
mediate command of the crown has been able to 
produce even the imperfeél: union, Dut lately feen 
the re, of the forces of forne colonies. If they could 
not agree to unite for their defence againft the 
French and Indians, who were_ perpetually ha
raffing their fettlements, burning their villages, 
and murdering their people; can it reafonably 
be fuppofed there is any danger of their uniting 
againft their own nation, which proteél:s and en
çourages them, with which they have [o many 
conneél:ions and ties of blood, intereft and affec
tion, and which, it is weil known, they ali love 
much more than they love one another ? 

In !bort, there are fo tnany caufes that muft 
operate to prevent it, that I will venture to fay, 
an union amongft them for fuch a purpofe, is not 
merely improbable; it is impoffible. And if the 
union of the whole is impoffible, the attempt of a 
part muft be madnefs; as thofe colonies that did 
not join the rebellion, would join the mother 
country in fupp::efling it.-\Vhen I fay fuch an 

1 • 

umon 
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union is impoffible, I mean, without the mo!l: 
grievous tyranny and oppreffion. People who 
have property in a country which they may lofe, 
and privileges which they may endanger, are ge
nerally difpofed ' to be quiet; and even to bear 
much, rather than hazard ali. While the go
vernment is mild and juft, while important civil 
and religious rights are fecure, fuch fubjeél:s will 
be dutiful and obedient. The waves do not rife 
but when the winds blow. 

What fuch an adminiftration as the Duke of 
Alva's in the Netherlands, might produce, I know 
not; but this I think I have a right to deem im
poffible.-~nd yet there were two very manifeft 
differences between that cafe, and ours; and both 
are in our favour. Tht;jirjl, that Spain bad al
ready united th~ feventeen provinces under one 
vifible government, though the fiates continued 
independent: The fecond, that the inhabitants of 
thofe provinces were of a nation, not only different 
from, but utterly unlike ~he Spaniards. Had the 
Netherlands been peopled from Spain, the worft 
of oppreffion bad probably not provoked them to 
wilh a feparation of government. It might, and 
probably would have ruined the country ; but 
would never have produced an independent fove
reignty .-In faét, neither the very worft of go
vernments, the worft of politics in the laft cen
tury; nor the total abolition of their remaining 
liberty, in the provinces of Spain itfe!f, in the pre
{ent; have produced any independency [in Spain] 
that could be fupported. The fame may be obferv
ed of France. 0 And 
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And let it not be faid that the neighboÙrhood 
bf thefe to the feat of government has prevented 
a feparation.-While our firength at fea con~inues, 
the banks of the Ohio, (in point of eafy and: ex
peditious conveyance of troops) are nearer to 
London, than the remote parts of France and 
Spain to their refpeél:ive capitals; and rnuch nearer 
than Connaught and Ulfier were in the days of 
~een Elizabeth.-No body foretels the diffo
lution of th~ Ruffian monarchy from its extent; 
yetI will venture to fay, the eafiern parts of it are 
already mu ch more inacceffible from Petedburgh, 
than the country on the Miffiffippi is from Lon
don; I mean more men, in lefs time, tnight be 
conveyed the latter than the former difi:ance. The 
rivers Oby, Jenefea and Lena, do not facilitate the 
communication half fo well by their courfe, nor -
are they h~lf fo praél:icable, as the American ri vers. 
To this I iliall only add the obfervation of Ma
chiavel, in his Prince; that a government feldom 
long preferves its dominion over thofe who are fo
reigners to it; who, on the other band, fall with 
great eafe, and continue infeparably annexeçl to 
the government of their own nation : which he 
proves by the fate of the Engliili conquefi:s in 

. France.-Yet with all thefe difadvantages, fo dif
ficult is it to overturn an efl:ablifbed government, 
th at it w.as not without the affifl:ance of France and 
England, th at the United Provinces fupported 
thcn1felves : which teaches us, that 

6. [2""'be 
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6. [:T'he French remaining z'n Canada, an encou .. 
ragement to difaffeétions z'n the Britijh Coio-
12Îes.-lf they prove a check, that check of 
the moft barbarous nature.] 

!f the vifionary danger of ùzdependence ùi our co
lonies is to be fiared; nothzng is more likely to render 
ti: Jubflantial, than the neighbourhood of forei'gner.r 
at enmity wz'th the fovereign government, capable if 
giving either aid t or an afylum, as the event jhall 
require.-Yet againft even thefe difadvantages, did 
Spain preferve almofi ten provinces, merely thro· 
their want of union; which indeed could never 

t [The aid Dr, Franklin alludes to, rnufi: probably have confifi:ed 
in early and full fupplies of arrns, officers, intelligence, and trade 
of export and of import, through the river St. Lawrence, on rifques 
both public and private; in the encouragement of fplendid prornifes 
and a great ally; in the paffage from Canada to the back fettle
wents, being fout to the Britijh forces; in the quiet of the great !Jody 
of Indians; in the fupport of erniffaries and difcontented citizens; 
in loans and fubfidies to congrefs, in ways profitable to France; in a 
refuge to be granted them in cafe of defeat, in vacant lands, as fet
tlers; in the probability of war comrnencing earlier between En gland 
and France, at the gulph of St. Lawrence, (when the ihipping taken, 
were rigbifully addreffed to Frenchmen,) than in the prefenc cafe.
All this rnight have happened, as faon as Arnerica's difi:afte of the 
fo vereign, had exceeded the fear of the foreigner; a circumfiance 
frequently feen poffible in hiftory, and which our rninifters took 
care ihould not be wanting. 

This explanation would have required apology for its infertion ; 
were not the opin ion pretty common in England, that bad not tbe 
F rench 6een remo·ved fro r._ Canada, the rcrJolt of .America ne'Ver would 
ha'Ve taken place.- Wh y then were the French ?tot lift in Canada, at 
the peace of I 763 ? Or, fin ce they were not left the re, wh y was the 
Arnerican difpu•te becrun ?-- Y et in one fenfe perhaps this opinion is 
true; for had the Fr~nch been left in Canada, rninifters would not 
only have fooner felt, but fooner have feen, the fi:range façality of 
their plans. E.] 

Oz _ r.toave 
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have taken place among the others, but for caufes, 
forne of which are in our cafe impoffible, and 
others it is impious to fuppofe poffible. 

The Romans well underfiood that policy, which 
teaches the fecurity arifi.ng to the chief government 
from feparate fia tes an10ng the governed; when 
they refl:ored the liberties of the fiates of Greece, 
(oppreffed but united under Macedon) by an ediét, . 
that everv fiate fhould live under its own laws *· 
They dicl not even name a governor. Indepen
dence of each other, and fe para te in terefl:s, ( though 
among a people united by common manners, lan
guage, and I may fay religion; inferior neither in 
wifdom, bravery, nor their love of liberty, to the 
Romans themfel ves ;) was ali the fecurity the 
fovereigns wifbed for their fovereignty. 1 t is true, 
they did not call themfelves fovereigns ; they fet 
no value on the title; they were contented with 
poffeffing the 'thing. And pofièfs it they did, even 
without a fl:anding army :-(v,rhat can be a 
fironger proof of the fecurity of their pofièffion ?) 
And yet by a policy fimilar to this throughout, 
was the Roman world fubdued and held: a world 
compofed of above an hundred languages and fets 
of manners, different from thofe of their m~lfters i· 

-Y et 

~ [ " Ali the Greek fiates, whether in Europe or Afia, had their 
H liberty and their own laws, &c." E.J Liv)·, book 33· c. 30. 

t When the Romans haù fubdued Macedon and Illyricum, they 
were both formeci into repu blies by a decr e of the fenate; and Ma
cedon was thought fafc from the danger of a revolution, bv being 
diviJed, into a divifio:1 common ar.1ong the Romans, as ,,;e learn 
fro :11 the acc~unts of the tctrarchi in fèripture. ["In the firfl: inH:ance, 
" 1t was theu pl eafure that th(! iViacedoni:lll s <:nd lllyrians D10uld be 

" free; 
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-Y et this dominion was uniliakeable, till the lofs 
of liberty and corruption of manners in the fove
reign ftate, overturned it. 

But rzvhat is the prudent policy inculcated by the 
Remarker, to obtain this end, Jecurity oj' domiru"on 
ovt"r our colonies? It ù, to leave the French in 
Canada, to " check" their growth; for otherw!fe· 
our people may '' increqfe infinite !y .from al! caufiJ· *." 
W e have already feen in what mann er the French 
and their Indians check the growth of .our colonies. 
-It is a n1odefi: word, this, check, for maifacring 
men, women and children. The writer would, 
if he:. could, bide from himfelf as well as from the 
public, the horror arifing from fuch a propofal, 
by couching it in general terms : 'tis no wonder 
he thought it a H fubjeét not fit for difcuffion" in 
his letter; thongh he recommends it as "a point 
" that iliould be the confiant objett of the min if
" ter's attention l"-But if Canada is refiored on 

" free; th at it might be clearto ali nations, th at the arms of the Roman 
" people did not bring fla very upon the free, but on the contrary, 
" freedom to thofe who were enflaved. Nations in a il:ate of liberty, 
" were to feel thal: liberty, fafe and perpetua! under the patronage 
" of the people of Rome: Thofe that lived under kings, were 
" to find their kings milder and juH:er at the inil:ant, out of refp<:>ét 
" to the Roman people; and if war iliould at any ti me take place 
" between the Roman people and their kings, they were to believe 
" th at it muft end in viétory to the Romans and li berry to them.,. 
" felves.-It was their pleafure alfo that Macedcn fhould be divided 
1

' into four dijh-icls, and each have a feparate council of its own! 
"' and that it fuould pay to the Roman people only halfthe tribute, 
'' it had been ufed to pa y to their kings. - Tlïeir determinations 
~· were of che fame temper refpeétingl/{yrium." E.] Livy, book 45• 
c., 18. 

~ Remarks, p. 50, 51. 

0 3 this 
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~his principle; will not Britain be guilty of ali the 
blood to be fhed, ali the murders to be committed, 
in order to check this dreaded growth of our own
people? Will not this be telling the French in 
plain terms, that the hprrid barbarities they per
petrate with their Indians on our colonifts, are 
agreeable to us; and that they need not appre~en4 
the refentment of a government, with whofe view~ 
they {o happily concur ? Will not !he colonies 
view it in this light? Will they have reafon to 
~o-nfider ~hemfelves ~my longer as fubjeéts and 
çhildf}:f1; when they find their cruel enernies haloo:
loo'd ~pon the~ by -the country from whe!lce they 
fprung; th~ government that owes them protec
tion, as it requires theirobedience? Is not thi~ 
~he m.oft · li~ely - means ·of ~riving - them into the 
arms pf th,e-french, w~o can invite them by a~ 
offer of thàt fecurity, their own government chufe~ 
.not to afford them ?-I would not be thought to 
infinuate that the Re~arker wan~s humanity. 1 
know how little ~any good-natured perfons are 
affeél:ed by the di0-reiTes of-people <7.~ a diil:ance, and 
whom they do not kr.ow. There are even thofe, 
who, beîng prefent, can fympathize fincerely with 
the grief of a lady on the fudden death of a favou
rite bird ; and yet can read of the Gnking of a city 
in Syria \Vith very little concern.-If it be, after 
f1!1, thought nece~ry to check the growth of our 
~olonies ; give me leave to propofe a method lefs 
~ruel._ It is a method of which we have an example 
~n fcnpture. The murder ofhufbJnds, of wives, 
of br~thers, fifier~, and childr~n, whofe pleafing 

fociety 
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[ociety has bc:en for forne time enjoyed, affeél:s 
deeply the refpeél:ive furviving relations : but grief 
for the dea th of a child jufl: born is ihort, and eafily 
fupported. The method I mean is that which 
was diél:ated by the Egyptian policy, when the 
" infinite increafe '' of the children of Ifrael was 
apprehended as dangerous to the ilate *. Let an 
aél: of parliament then be made, enjoining the co
lony midwives to {tifle in the birth every third or 
fourth child. By this means you may keep the co
lonies to their prefent fize. And if they were un
der the hard alternative of fubmitting to one or 
the other of thefe fchemes for checking their 
growth, I clare anfwer for them, they would pre
fer the latter. 

But al! this debate about the propriety or ùnpro
priety of keeping or rejlorz'ng Canada, is poili bl y 
tao earl y. V/ e have taken the capital indeed, 
but the country is yet far from being in our pof
feffion; and perhaps never will be : for if our 
M-rs are perfuaded by fuch counfellors as tbe 
Remarker, that the French there are " not the 
" worfl: of neighbours;" and th at if we had con
quered Canada, we ought for our own fakes tore
flore it, as a check to the growth of our colonies; 
I am then afraid we ihall never take it. For there 

* And Pharoah faid unto his people, behold the people of the 
children of Ifrael are more and mightier th an we ; come on, let U3 

deal wifely with them ; lei!: they multiply; and it come to pafs that 
when there falleth out any war, they join ~lfo unto our enemies 
and iight againil: us, and fo get them up out of the land.-And the 
k.ing fpake to the Hebrcw midwives, &c. Exodus, cha p. 1. 

Ü4 are 
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are many ways of avoiding the completion of the 
conquefl:, that will be lefs exceptionable and 1efs 
odious than the giving it up. 

7. [ Canada ea)ily peopled, without draining 
Great Britain qf any of ùs inhabitants.] · 

:fhe objeétion I have ojt~n hr:ard~ that if we had 
Canada, · we cou!d not people it, u•ithout draining 
Brùain if its inha~itants; is founded on ignqrance 
cff the nature if population in new countrùs. When 
we firft began to colonize in AI;Derica, it was .t;Je
çefTary to fend people, and to fend feed-corn ; bu~ 
~t is not now nçcefTary t~at we ~ould furnifh, for 
~ new colon y, either one or the other. Th~ 
~nnual ~ncreiD;~nt ~lone of our prefent ço~onies, 
without diminiihing tbeir numbers, or requiring 
a man from hen.ce; ~s fufflcient in ten years t~ 
fi.ll Canada with qoub~~ th~ number ~f Engli~ 
th at it now has of French inhabitants * .-Thofe 
·who are proteil:ants .amoni. the Fr~nch, will pro~ 
bably choofe to rem ain under the Engliili govern
ment; many \·vill choofe to remove, if they can by 
~llowed to fell their lands, improven1ents and ef
feéls : the reft in that thin-fettled country, will in 
l eis tlu11 half a cent ury, from the crow~s of 
Engli{h [ettling round and among them, be 
blei1de(l 2nd incorporated with our people bqth 
in language and 1nanners. 

·'~< In faét, there has not gone from Britain [itfelf) to our colonies 
tl1efe zo years pail: , to feule there, fo many as 10 families a year; 
the new fettlers are either the offspring of the old, or emigrants from 
(;ermany, or the north of Ireland. [N.B. Written in 1760 or 
1J6I. .E.J - . ?· [The 
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8. [1.?e merits of Çuat}aloupe to Great Britaùt 
over-valued; yet likely to be paid rnuch dearer 
for, than Canada.] · 

1 

In Guada/oupe the cafe ù foJ??ewhat diffèrent; 
;tnd though I flm far from thinking ~ we have 
fugar-land enough t, 1 çannot think Guadaloupe 
is fo çleiirable an increafe of it, as other objeél:s 
the enerny would probably be infinitely more 
ready to part with.-A country fuJly inhabited by 
;1ny 11ation, is po propçr poifeffion for another of 
different language~ manners and religion. It is 
hardly ever tenable at lefs expence than it is worth. , 
~But the ifle of Cayenne, and its appendix, Equi
noéliql-Fra~ce, having but very few inhabitants, 
-and thefe therefore eaiily removed; would indeed 
pe an açqrü(ltion every way fuitable to our iitua
tion and defi re~. This would hold ali that migrate 
from Barbadoes, the Leeward Hlands, or J amaica. 
lt would certainly recall into an Engliili govern
ment (in wh~ch there would be room for mil1ions) 
ali who have before fettled or purchafed in Marti
nico, Guadaloupe, Santa-Cruz or St. John's; ex
cept [qc~ ~s know not the valqe of an Engliili go-

t R~rnarks, p. 39, 34· 
t It is often f~id we have plenty of fugar-land ftill unernployed 

in Jam~ica: but thofe who are well acquainted with that iDand, 
know, that the .rernaining vacant land i~ it is generally fituated 
among mountains, Ï·ocks and gullies, that make carriage imprac. 
ticable, fo that no profitable ufe can be made of it; unleJs the priee 
(Jf fu gars fuould fo grea dy increafe, as to enable the planter to makè 
very expenfive roads, by blowing up rocks, ereéting bridges, &i::. every 
• or 300 yards. [Our au thor was fomewhat miiinformed here. E.] 

·· venanen t, 
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vernment, and fuch I am fure are not worth recal
ling. 

But fhould we keep Guadaloupe, we are told it 
would enable us to export 3oo,ooo !. in fltgars. 
Admit it to be true, though perhaps the amazing 
increafe of Englifhconfumption might il:op mofi of ~ 
it here,-to whofe profit is this to redound ? To 
the profit of the French inhabitants of the ifland: 

. excepta fmall part that fhould faU to the fhare of 
theEnglifh purchafers., but whofe whole purchafe
money muft firfr be ~dded to the wealth and circu
lation of France. 1 grant, however, much of this 
3oo,oao !. would be expended in Britifh manu
faétures. Perhaps, too, a few of the land-owners 
of Guadaloupe 1night dvvell and fpend their for
tunes in Britain, (though probably much fewer 
th an of the inhabitan ts of Nor th America.) I 
admit the adv<intage arifing to us fron1 thefe cir
cumfiances, (as far as they go) in the cafe of 
Guadaloupe, as well as in that of our other W efl: 
India fettlements.-Yet even this confumption is 
little betrer than th~t of an a11ied nation \Yould be, 
who lhould take onr manufaétures and fupply 
us with fugar, and put us to no great expence in 
defending the p1ace of growth.-But, though 
our O'ZP.NZ colonies expend among us almofi the 
whole produc.e of our fugar*, can we or ought we 
to promife ourfelves this will be the cafe of Gua
daloupe? One Ioo,ooo !. \vill fupply then1 with 
Britifh tnanufaétures; and fuppofing we can 
efiè8:ually preveat the introduétion of thofe of 

* Remarks, p. 47 . 

France, 
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France, (which is morally impoffible in a country 
ufed to them) the other zoo,ooo l. will fi ill be 
fpent in France, in the education of their children . 
and fu pport of themfel v es; or elfe be laid u p there, 
where they will al ways think their home to be. 

Be.fides this confumption of Britiili manufac
tures, much ù Jaid of the benfjt we jhall have from 
the fituation of Guadaloupe; and we are told of 
a trade to the Caraccas and Spaniili Main.-In 
what refpeét Guadaloupe is better .fituated for this 
trade than Jamaica, or even any of our other 
iflands, I am at a lofs to guefs. I believe it to be 
not fo weil fituated for that of the windward coafr, 
as Tobago and St. Lucia ; which in this, as weil 
~s other refpeéts, would be more valuable pof
fe~o!ls, and which, I doubt not, the peace will 
fecqre ~o us. Nor is it nearly fo weil fituated for 
~hat of the refi: of the Spaniili Main as J amaica.
As to the greater fafety of our trade by the pof
feilion of Guadaloupe; experience has convinced 
us, that in reducing a fingle ifhnd, or even more, 
we ftop the privateering bufinefs but little. Pri
vateers fiill fubfifi, in equal if not greater numbers, 
and carry the veffels into Martinico, which before 
it was more convenient to carry intoGuada1oupe. 
Had we all the Caribbees, it is true, _they would 
in thofe parts be without fhelter. 

Y et upon the whole I fuppofe it to be a doubt~ 
ful point, and weil worth conilderation, whether 
our obtaining poifeffion of all theCaribbees, would . 
be more than a temporary benefit; as it would 
neceifarily foon fill the ·French part of Hifpaniola 

with 
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with French inhabitants; and thereby render it 
fivc times more valuable intime of peace, and lit
tle lefs than impregnable in time of war; and 
would probably end in a few years in the uniting 
the whole of that great and fertile iiland under a 
French government. lt is agreed on ali hands, 
that our conquefl: of St. Chrifiopher's, and driv
ing the French from thence, firfi: furniilied Hif
paniola with fkilful and fubfi:antial p1anters, and 
was confeq uently the firfl: occafion of its prefent 
opulence.-On the other hand, I will hazard an 
opinion, that valuable as the French poifeffions 
in the Weil: Indies are, and undeniable the advan
tages they derive from. them, there is fomewhat 
to 'be weighed in the oppolite feale. They can
nat at prefent make war with England, without 
expofing thofe advantages, while divided among 
the numerous iflands they now have, much more 
than they would, were they pofièifed of St. Do
mingo oply; their own iliare of which would, 
if well cultivated, grow tnore fugar, than is now 
grown in all their \N efl: India ifl<lnds. 

I havf bifore foid I do not der'J the utility qf the 
conque.fl, or even if our future poj!Çjjion if Guttda~ 
loupe, if' not bought tço dear. The trade of the 
\Veil Indi~s is one of our mo ft valt.lable tradf)s. 
Our poifdEons there deferve our greateft care and 
attention. So do thofe ofNorthAmeriça . ...,..._I !hall 
not enter into the invidious tafk of comparing 
their due efiimation. It would be a very long and 
a very dii:1greeable one, torun through every thing 
tnaterial on this h~ad.-It is enough to our pre-

3 / iènt 
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fent point, if 1 have fhown, that the value of 
Nor th America is capable of an immenfe increafe, 
by an acquifition and meafures, that muft necef
farily have an effeé1: the direé1: contrary of what 
we have been induftriouily taught to fear; and 
that Guadaloupe is, in point of advantage, but a 
very fmall addition to our W dl: lndia poffeffions; 
rendered many ways lefs valuable to us, than it is 
to the French; who will probably, fet more value 
upon it, than upon a country [Canada] that Îi 
much more valuable tous than to them. 

There is a great deal more to be faid on ali the 
parts of thefe fubjeél:s; but as it would carry me 
into a detail that I fear would tire the patience of 
my readers, and which 1 am not without appre
henfions I have done already; 1 fhall referve what 
remains till I clare venture again on the indulgence 
of the public. . 

Remaria 
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... 
Remth'i.r and Paé!J relative to tlie American 

Paper-money *· 

I N the ltE FORT of the BoARD of TRADE, 

dated Feb, g, 1764, the following Reafons 
· are given for rejlrainzrzg the emif!ion of paper-bilb 
ef credit in America, as a legal tender. 

1. " That it carriei the gold and ji/ver out of the 
" province, and fo ruins the country; as experi· 
'' ence has foewn, in every colony where it has 
'' been praétifed in any great degree. 

2. H That the merchants trading to America 
c' ha11e ft{/fëred and loft by it. 

3. " That the refiriél:ion [of it] hai had a be-
6'~ n"qfici'al ~ffèél in New-England. 

4· " That every mtdùtm of trade jhould have an 
" intrù'!fic value, which paper-money has not. 
" Gold and filver are therefore the fittdl: for this 
cc medium, as they are an equivalent; v1hich 
" paper never can be. 

'*' l The beft account I can give of the occafion of the Report, to 
which this paper Î3 a reply, is as follows.-During the war there had 
been a confiderable and unufual trade to America, in confequence of 
the great fl.eets and armies on foot there, and the clandeftine dealings. 
with the enemy, who were eut off from their own fupplies. This 
made great debts. The brifk.nefs of the trade ce:ding with the war, 

' the merchants were anxious for payment; which occafioned forne' 
confufion in the colonies, al\d ftirred up a clam our here againft paper
money. The board of trade, of which lord HiHborough was the chief; 
joined in this oppofition to paper-money, as appears by the report. 
-Dr. Franklin being afked to draw up an anfwer to their report, 
wrote the paper given above. E.] 

5· " That 
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5. " That debtors in the a1Temblies, make 
" paper-money withfraudulent views. 

6. " That in the middle colonies, where the 
'~ credit of the paper-money has been bell: fup
" ported, the bills have never kept to their nominal 
" value in circulation; but have confiantly de
" preciated to a certain degree, whenever the 
" quantity bas been increafed." 

To con!ider thefe Reafons in their orcier; the 
firft is, 

I. " 'l'hat paper-money carries the gold and 
fil ver out if the province, and.Jo ruins the country; 
as experience has fhewn, ùz every colony where it 
has been praé!!fed t·n any great degree."-This opi-

- nion, ofits ruining the country, feems to be merely 
fpeculative, or not otherwife founded than upon 
mifinformation in the matter of faét. The tru th 
is, that the balance of their trade with Britain. 
being great1y againfr them, the gold and filver is 
rlrawn out to pay that balance; and then the ne ... 
ceflity of forne medium of trade bas induced the '\ 
making of paper-money, which could not be car- • 
ried away. Th us, if carrying out ail the gold 
and fil ver ruins a country, every colon y was ruined 
before it made paper-money.-But, far from be-
ing ruined by it,' the colonies that have made ufe 
of paper-money, have -been, and are ali, in a 
thriving condition. The debt indeed to Britain has 
increafed, becaufe their numbers, and of courfe 
their trade, have increafed ; for all trade having. 
always a proportion of debt outfi:anding, which . 

lS 
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is paid in its turn, while frdh debt is contraél:ed, 
the proportion of debt naturally increafes as the 
trade increafes; but the improvement and in
creafe of eftates in the colonies has been in a 
greater proportion than their debt.-NewEngland, 
particularly, in I 696, (about the time they be
gan the ufe of paper-rnoney,) had in ail its four 
provinces but 130 churches or ~ongregations; 
in I 760 ·they were 5 30. The number of farms 
and buildings there, is increafed in proportion to 
the numbers of people; and the goods exported 
to them from En gland in 17 50, before the re
flraint took place, were near five times as much 
as before they had paper-money.-Perifylvani'a, 
before it made any paper- money, was totally 
fl:ript of its gold and fil ver; though they bad from 
time to time, like the neighbouring colonies, 
agreed to take gold and fil ver coins at higher and 
higher nominal values, in hopes of drawing mo
ney into, and retaining it, for the internai ufes 
of . the province. During that weak praB:ice, 
fil ver got up by degrees to 8 s. 9 d. per ounce, 
and Engli!h crowns were called fix, feven, and 
eight ihill ing pieces ; long bef ore paper - money 
was made. But this prattice of increafing the 
denomination, was found not to anfwer the end. 
The balance of trade carried out the gold and 
.fllver as fafi: as it was brought in; the merchants 
raifing the priee of their goods in proportion te 
the increafed denomination of the mo ney. The 
difficu1ties fo r vvant of ca{h \\-·ere accordingly very 
great, the chief part of the trade being carried 

on 
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on by the extremely inconvenient method ot bar
ter; When in 172 3 paper-money was firfi: made 
there; which gave new life to bu fi nefs, promoted 
greatly the fettlement of new lands, (by lending 
fmall fums to beginners on eafy intereft, to be 
repaid by inftalments,) whereby the province has 
fo greatly increafed in inhabitants; that the ex...
port from bence thither is now more than tenfold 
what it then was ; and by their trade with foreign 
colonies, they have been able to obtain great 
quantities of gold and filver to remit hither in re
turn for the manufaétures of this country.-New 
York and New Jerfey have alfo increafed greatly 
during the fame period, with the ufe of paper
money; fo that it does not appear to be of the 
ruinous nature afcribed to it.-And if the inha
bitants of thofe countries are glad to have the ufe 
of paper among themfelves, that they may there
by be enabled to fpare for remittances hither,. the 
gold and filver they obtain by their commerce 
with foreigners ; one would expeét that no ob
jeétion againfi: their parting with it could arife 
here, in the country that receives it. 

The zd reafon is, ""I'hat the merchants trading 
to America have fuffered and loft by the paper-mo
ney."-This may have been the cafe in particular 
inftances, at particular times and places : As in 
South Caro/ina, about 58 years fince; when the co
lony was thought in danger of being defiroyed by 
the Indians and Spaniards; and the Britiili mer-
chants, in fear of lofing their whole effeéts there, 
called precipitately for ren1ittances ; and·the. inhà-

p · bitan.ts1 
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bitants, to get fomething lodged in fafe countries, 
gave any priee in paper-nwneyfor bills of exchange; 
whereby the paper, as compared with bills, or with 
produce, or other effeéts fit for exportation, was 
fuddenly and greatly depreciated. The unfettled· 
ftate of government for a long time in that province 
had alfa its iliare in depreciating its bills. But fince 
that danger blew over, and the colony has been 
in the bands of the crown ; their currency became 
:fixed, and bas fo remained to this day.-Alfo in 
New England, when much greater quantities were 
iifued than were neceifary for a medium of trade, 
to defray the expedition againfl: Louifbourg; and, 
during the lafl: war in Vù·ginia and North Caro/ina, 
when great fums were iffued to pay the colony 
troops, and the war made tobacco a poorer re
mittance, from the higher priee of freight and 
infurance:. in thefe cafes, the merchants trading 
to thofe colonies may fon1etitnes have fuffered by 
the fudden and unforefeen rife of exchange.-By 
flow and graduai rifes, they feldom fuffer; the 
goods being fold at proportionable priees. But 
war is a common calamity in ali countries, and 
the merchants that deal with thetn cannat expeét 
to a void a fhare of the loffes it fometimes occafions, 
by aftèéting public credit. It is hoped, however, 
that the profits of their fubièquent commerce 
with thofe colonies, may have n1ade them forne 
reparation.-And the tnerchants trading to the 
lvfidd!c Colonies, (New York, Ne\v Jerfey, and 
Penfylvania,) have never fuftèred by any rife of 
exchange; it having ~ver been a confiant rule 

the re 
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the re to con fi der Britiih de bts as payable in Britain, 
and not to be difcharged but by as much paper 
( whate.ver might be the rate of ex change) as
would purchafe _ a bill for the full fier ling fu m. 
On the contrary, the merchants have been great 
gainers by the ufe of paper-money in thofe colo
nies; as it enablçd them to fend much greater 
quantities of goods, and the purchafers to pay 
more pùnétually for them.-And the people there 
make no complaint of any injury clone them by 
paper-money, with a legal tender; they are fenfible 
of its benefits; and petition to have it fo allowed. 

_ The 3d Reafon is, " 'l'hat the refiriétion bas 
had a beneficiai effeét in New England.''-Parti
cular circumfiances in t{1e New England colonies, 
made paper-money lefs neceifary and lefs conve
nient to them. They have great and valuable 
fiiheries of whale and cod, by which large remit
tances can be made. They are four diftinél: go
vernments; but having much mutual intercourfe 
of dealings, the money of each ufed to pafs cur
rent in all : but the whole of this common cur
rency not being under one common direétion., 
was not fo eafily kept within due bounds; the 
prudent referve of one colony in its emiffions, be
ing rendered ufelefs by excefs in another. The 
Maifachufets, therefore were not diffatisfied with 
the refiraint, as it refirained their neighbours às 

· well as themfelves; and pe.rhaps they do not de
fire to have the aét repealed. 'They have not yet 
felt much inconvenience from it; as they· were 
enabled ·to aboliili their paper-curf'ency, by a large 

:r z {um 
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fum in filver from Britain to reimburfe their ex
pences in taking Louiiliourg, which, with the gold 
brought from Portugal, by means of their filh, 
kept them fupplied with a currenc~; ~ till. the 1~te 
war . furnifhed them and ali Amen ca w1th bill~ 
of exchange ; fo that little calh was needed for 
renlittance. Their fi!heries too furnifh them with 
retnittance through Spain and Portugal to Eng
land; which enables them the more eaiily tore
tain gold and fil ver in their country.-The middle 
Colonie.r have not this advantage; Nor have they 
tobacco; which in Virginia and Maryland anfwers 
the fame purpofe.-When colonies are fo different 
in their circumfiances, a regulation that is not in
convenient to one or a few, may be very much fo to 
the refi.-But the pay is now become fo indifferent 
in New En gland, at leafi in forne of its provinces, 
through the want of currency; that the trade thi
ther is at prefent under great difcouragement. 

The 4th Reafon is, " :fhat ev ery medium of 
trade jhould have an intriniic value; which paper
nzoney has not. Gold and ji/ver are therefore tbe 
jittejl for this medium, as they are an equivalent; 
'which paper never can be."-However fit a parti
cular thing may be for a particular purpofe; 
wherever that thing is not to be bad, or not to 
be had in fufficient quantity; it becomes necef
fary to ufe fomething elfe, the fittefi that can be 
got, in lieu of it. Gold and filver are not the 
produce of North America, which has no mines; 
and that which is brought thither cannat be kept 
there in fufficient quantity for a currency. Bri~ 
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tain, an independent great frate, when its inha
bitants grow too fond of the expenfive luxuries 
of f~r ign countries, that draw away its money; 
ca· J and frequently does, make laws to difcou
ra v~ or prohibit fuch importations; and by that 
n: ~ns can retain its calh. The colonies are cle
F _ndent governments; -and their people having 
nJturally great refpeét for the fovereign country, · 
and being thence immoderately fond of its modes, 
manufaétures, and fuperfluities, cannat be re
firained from purchafing· them by any province 
]aw; becaufe fuch law, if made, would imme ... 
diately be repealed here, as prejudicial to the 
trade and interefi of Britain.-It feems hard there
fore to draw ali their real money from them, and 
then refufe them the poor privilege of ufing pa
per infiead of it.-Bank bills and bankers notes 
are daily ufed here as a medium of trade, and in 
large dealings perhaps the greater part is tranf
aéted by their means; and yet they have no in
trinfic value, but reft on the credit of thofe that 
iifue them; as paper-bills in the colonies do on 
the credit of the refpeétive governments there. 
Their being payable in calh upon fight by the 
drawer, is indeed a circumfiance that cannot attend 
the colony bills ; for the reafons juft above-men
tioned, their cafh being drawn from them by the 
Britilh trade; But the legal tender being fubfii
tuted in. its place, is r<J.ther a grea ter ad van tage to 
the poifeifor; fince he need not ·be at the trouble 
of going to a partz'cu!ar bank or banker tQ demapd 
the mo ney, finding ( wherever he has occaiion to 
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lay out money in the province) a perfon that is 
obliged to take the bills. So that even out of the 
province, the knowledge that every man within 
that province, is obliged to take its money; gives 
the bill a credit among its neighbours, nearly 
equal to what they have at home.-And were it 
not for the laws here, that reftrain or prohibit as 
p).uch as poffible alllofing trades, the cafh ·of this 
country would foon be exported; Every merchant 
who bad occafion to remit it, would run to the 
p~nk with ali its bills that came into hisdnnds" 
and take out his part of its treafure for that pur
pofe; fo th at in a iliort time, it would be no more 
able to pay bills in money upon fight, than it is 

' now in the power of a colony treafury fo to do. 
And if government afterwards fhould have occa
fion for the credit of the bank, it mu fi of neceffity 
inake its bills a legal tender; funding them how
ever on Taxes by which they may in time be paid 
off; as has been the general praél:ice in the colo
nies.-. At this very tin1e, even the filver-money 
in En gland is obliged to the legal tender for part 
pf its value; that part, which is the difference 
between its real weight and its denomination. 
Great part of the fhillings and fixpences now cur
~·ent, are by wearing, become 5, 1 o, 20, and 
forne of the fixpences even 50 per cent. too light. 
For this difference between the real and the nomi
nal, you have no intrinjic value; you have not 
fo much as paper, you have nothing. lt is the 
legal tender~ with the knowledge that it can eafily 
pe repaffcd for the fatne value, ~hat ~akes three.-
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pennyworth of fil ver pafs for fixpence. - Gold 
and filver have undoubtedly fome properties that 
give them a fitnefs above paper as a medium of 
exchange; particularly their univerfal fjlimation; 
efpecially in cafes where a country bas occafion 
to carry its money abroad, either as a ftock to trade 

- with, or to purchafe allies and foreign Juccours ;
Otherwife that very univerfal efiimation is an in
convenience which paper-money is free from; 
fince it tends to deprive a country of even the 
quantity of currency that ihould be retainea as a 
neceffary inftrument ofits internai commerce; and 
obliges it to be continually on its guard in making 
and executing at a great expence, the laws that 
are to prevent the trade which exports it.-Paper 
money well funded has another great advantage 
over gold and fil ver; its Iightnefs of carriage, and 
the little room that is occupied by a great fum; 
whereby it is capable of being more eafily, and 
more fafely, becaufe more privately, conveyed 
from place to place.-Gold and fil ver are not in
trin)ically of equal value with iron, a metal in it
felf capable of many more beneficiai ufes to man
kind. Their value refis chiefly in the eftimation 
they happen to be in among the generality of na
tions, and the credit. given to the opinion that 
thatefiimation will continue. Otherwife a pouq.d 
of gold would not be a real equivalent for even a 
buihel of wheat.-Any other well-founded credit, 
is as much an equivalent as gold and filver; and 
in forne cafes more fo, or it would not be preferred 
by commercial people in different countries. Not 
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tp menti9n again our own bank bills; Holland, 
whjch underfhnds the value of calh a$ well as any 
people iq the wodd, would never part with gold 
;1nd fil ver for credit (as they do wh en they pût i~ 
~nto their bank, from whence little of it i~ ever 
afterwards drawn out*) if they did not think anq 
!ind the credit a full equivalent. 

The sth Reafon is, " 'l'hat debtors t"n the af-
femblies m4ke paper-money with frauqulent views." 
This is often iàid by the adverfaries of paper
fll.Oney, and if it bas been the cafe in any parti~ 
cular colony, that colçmy lhould, on proof çf th~ 
faét, pe d~ly puniihed. This, bowever, wot,Ilq 
be no r~afon for punifhing other colonies, whq 
pave not [o abufed their legi4ative powers. To, 
deprive ali the colqnies of the ~o"qvenience of 
paper-money, becaufe it bas bee:f! çharged o~ 
fome of them, that they have made it an infiru
me11 t of fraud ; is as if ali the In dia, Bank, and 
other ftoclŒ and tr'lding companies were to be 
abolifhed, becaufe ~h~re have been~ one~ in an age, 
Miffiffippi and ~o~th fe~ fchemes anci bubbles. 
· Th_e 6th and lafi: Reafon is, " 'l'hat ùz the mid

qle colo'!tf;, ·where -the pap~r-money ha; been bd} 
.fopported, the bzïls have never kept to their nomh 
1~al valu.e in circztlation; but have ~onjlantly çlepre-. 
ciated t~ a ~ertain degre~, 7;Vhen~ver the qua?Jtity 
h(l.s been increajed."-If the rifing of the value of 
a~ y partifuhr ~oqu~odity wa.pted fo~ exportation~ 
i~ ~q q~ fOflfidered as a deprecia~ion of ~he values 

# [Per~1aps Dr. Franklin had not at this time r~ad wh~t Sir J~es 
HJewart fays of the Amtl:erdam bank reiff"uing its money. E.] _, · · · of 
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of whatever remains in the country ; then the 
rifing of filver above paper to that height of ad
ditional value, which its capability of exportation 
only gave it, may be called a depreciation of the 
paper. Even here, as bullion has been wanted 
or not wapted for exportation, its priee has varied 
from 5 s. 2 d. to 5 s. 8 d. per ounce. This is 
pear 1 o per cent. l3ut was it ever faid or thought 
~n fuch an occafion; that ail the bank bills, and 
all the coined filver, and ail the gold in the king
dom, w~re depreciated 10 percent, ? Coined 
Jilver is now wanted here for change, and 1 per 
çent. is given for it by forne bankers; are gold 
;tnd bank notes therefore depreciated 1 per cen.t. ? . 
-The faét in the middle colonies is really this: 
On the emiffion of the firft paper-money, a dif
ferenc~ foon arofe between that and filver; the 
lat~er having a property the former bac\_ not, a 
property al ways in demand in the colonies; to wit. 
its being fit for a remittance. This property 
paving foon fou~d its value, by the merchants bid
ding on one another for ü; and a dollar thereby 
coming to be rated at 8 thillings in paper-money 
of New York, and 7s~ 6d. in paperofPenfylvania; 
I~ has çontinued uniformly at thofe rates in both 
provinces now near 40 years, without any varia
tion upon new emiffions; tpough in Penfylvania 
the paper currency bas at times increafed from 
~ s,oool. the firft [l,lm, to 6oo,oqol . . or near it. 
-Nor bas any altera ti op. beeq oçcafioned by the 
paper-money, in the priee of the neceffaries of life, 
y;he11 çompared yvith filver: T4ey have peen for 
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the greatefi part of the time no higher than before 
it was emitted; varying only by plenty and fcarci
ty; according to the feafons, or by a lefs or grea ter 
foreign demand.-It has indeed been ufual with 
the adverfaries of a paper currency, to call every 
rife of exchange with London, a depreciation of 
the paper: But this notion appears to be by no 
means jufi: For if the paper purchafes every thing 
but bills of exchange, at the former rate, and thefe 
bills are not above one-tenth of what i~ employed 
[in] purchafes; then it may be more pro perl y and 
truly faid, that the exchange has rifen, than that 
the paper has depreciated. And as a proof of this, 
it is a certain faét, that whenever in thofe colonies 
bills of exchange have been dearer, the purchafer 
bas been confi:antly obliged to give more in fil ver, 
as weil as in paper, for them; the filver having 
gone hand in band with the paper at the rate above 
mentioned; and therefore ~t might as weil have 
been faid that the fil ver was depreciated. 

The re have be en fe veral different fchemes for 
furniihing the colonies with paper-n1oney, that 
fhould not be a legal tender, viz. 

1. 'To forma bank, in ùnùation qf the bank qf 
England, rzvùh a Jujjicient flock of cajh to pa y the 
bills on fight. 

This bas been often propofed; but appears im
praéticable, under the prefent circumftances of the 
colony trade; which, as is faid above, draws ail 
the caih to Britain, and would foon firip the 
bank. 
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2. 'l'o raife a fund by fome yearly tax, fleure/y 
lodged in the bank of En gland as it arifes, which 
jhould, ( during the termof yearsfor which the paper..
bills are to be current} accumula te to a fum Jujji
cient to dffcharge them al! at thezr original value. 

This has been tried in Maryland; and the bills 
fo funded were iffued without being made a gene ... 
ral legal tender. The event was, that as notes 
payable in titne are naturally fubjeét to. a difcount 
proportioned to the time; fo thefe bills feil at 
the beginning of the term fo low, as that twenty 
pounds of them became worth no more than twel ve 
pounds inPenfylvania, the next neighbouring pro
vince ; though both . had been ftruck near the 
fame time at the fame nominal value, but the lat
ter was fupported by the general legal tender. The 
Maryland bills however began to rife as the term 
ihortened, and towards the end recovered their 
full value-. But as a depreciating currency injures 
ereditors, this inj ured debtors; and by its con
tinually changing value, appears unfit for the pur
pofe of q1oney, which fhould be as fixed as poffible 
in its own value; becaufe it is to be the meafure 
of the value of other things. 

3· 'l'o make the bills carry an intereil:Ju.fficient to 
fupport their value. 

This tao has been tried in forne of the New Eng
land colonies; but great inconveniencies were 
found to attend it. The bills, to fit them for a 
currency, are made of various denominations; and 
forne very law, for the fak_e of change; there are 
of them from 1 o l. dQW n to 3d. Wh en they firfi: 

come 
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come abroad, they pafs eafily, and anfwer the pur ... 
pofe weil enough for a few months; but as foon 
as the intereft becomes worth computing, the 
calculation of it on every little bill in a fum be
tween the dealer and his cuftomers in iliops, ware
houfes, and markets, takes up much time; to 
the great hindrance of bufinefs. This evil, how
ever, foon gave place to a worfe; for the bills were 
in a thort time gathered up and ho3.rded; it being 
a very tempting ad van tage to have money bearing 
interefi, and the principal ali the while in a man's 
power, ready for bargains that may offer; which 
money out on mortgage is not. By this means 
numbers of people became ufurerswith fmall fums, 
who could not have found perfons to take fuch 
fums of them upon intereft, giving good fecurity; 
and would therefore not havé · thought of it; but 
would rather have employed the money in forne 
bufinefs, if it bad been money of the common 
kind. Thus trade, inftead uf being increafed by 
fuch bills, is diminiilie<t; and by their being thut 
up in chefts, the very end of making them (viz. 
to furni!h a medium of commerce} is in a great 
rneafure, if not totally defeated. -

On the whole, no method has hitherto been 
formed to eftabliili a 1nedium of trade, in lieu of 
money, equal in ali its advantages, to bills of 
credit-funded on fufficient taxes for difcharging 
it, or on land-fecurity of double th€ value for 
repaying it at the end of the term; and in the 
mean tiine, n1ade a ~ENERAt LEGAL TENDER. 
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The experien_ce .of now near half a century in the 
middle colonies, has convinced them of it among 
themfelves; by the great increafe of their feule
ments, numbers, buildings, improvements, agri
culture, ihipping, and commerce. And the fame 
experience has fatisfied the Britifh merchants who 
trade thither, thàt it has been greatly ufeful to 
them, and not in a fingle inftance prejudicial. 

It is therefore hoped, that fecuring the full 
difcharge of Britiih debts, which are payable here, 
and in ali juftice and reafon ought to be fully dif
charged here in fterling money; the reftraint on 
the legal tender within the colonies will be taken 
off; at.leafi for thofe colonies that defire it, and 
where the merchants trading to them make no 
objeétion to it. 

1 
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Remarks on a PLAN for the future Management 
of lndian Affairs t· 

T H E regulations in this plan feem to me to 
be in gei?-eral very good : but forne few ap

pear to wan't expl~nation or farther confideration. 
Claufe 3· Is it intended by this claufe to pre

vent the trade that lndians, living near the fran
tiers, may ·choofe to carry on with the inhabitants, 
by bringing their fkins into the (Engliili] fettle
ments ?~This prevention is hardly praéticable; 
as fuch trade may be carried on in many places 
out of the obfervation of government; the fron
tier being of great extent, and the inhabitants 
thinly fettled in the woods, remotefrom eachother. 
The Indians too do not every where live in towns 
fufficiently numerous to encourage traders to re-

t [The plan remarked upon, was un der the confideration of mi
hiftry before the clofe of the year 1 :;-66, and (as I am inclined to 
~ink) after the commencement of 1 j65. I can go no nearer as to 
its date. 

It is needlefs to enter into the particulars of it, as the remarks ex· 
plain themfelves; except perhaps as to the following points. The 
trade was to be open; there were to be two fuperintendants to it; in 
the northern diftriél the trade was to be carried on at fixed pofts, in 
the fouthern within the Indian towns ; the military were to have no 
power over the fuperintendants or the Indian trade, even in war cime, 
unlefs with the fuperintendants airent, or in great exigencies; the 
fuperintendants, by themièlves or deputies, were to make annual 
vifi.tations among the Indians, to fee to juftice, &c. and their pro· 
ceedings were to be very fummary; and no credit was to be given 
to the Indians beyond 50 fhillings, for no higher debt was to be 
made recoverable. E.] 
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fide atnong them; but in fcattered families, here 
and there; often fhifting their fituation for the 
fake of better hunting ;-and if they are near the 
Engliib fettlements, it would feem to them very 
hard to be obliged to carry their fkins for fale to 
remote towns or pofi:s ; when they could difpofe 
of them to theit neighbours, with lefs trouble~ 
and to greater advantage; as the goods they want 
for them, are and mufi: be dearer at füch remote 
po fis. 

4· The colony " laws for regulating Indian 
cc affairs or commerce," are the refult of long 
experience, made by people on the fpot, interefled 
ta make them good; and it would be weil to 
confider the matter thoroughly, before they are 
repealed, to make way for new untried fchemes. 

By whom are they to be repealed? By the co
lony affemblies ? or by parliaf!1ent ?-Sorne diffi
culty will arife here. 

1 3· The difi:riél:s feem too large for this. 
The Indians under the care of the northern fu
perintendant, by this plan, border on the co~o
nies of Nova Scotia, ~ebec, New Hamp!bire, 
Maffachufetts, Conneél:icut, New York, New 
Jerfey, Penfylvania, Maryland, Virginia: The 
fuperintendant's fituation, remote from many of 
thefe, may occafion great inconvenience; if his 
confent is always to be neceifary in fuch cafes. 

14. This feems too much to be clone, wheri 
the vafinefs of the difiriél: is confidered.. If there 
were more difiriél:s and fmaller, it might be more. 
praéticable. · 

is and 
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15 and r6. Are thefe agents or commifrades 
to try caufes where life is concerned ?- W ould it 
not be better to fend the criminals into forne civil 
weil fettled government or col0ny, for trial, where 
good j uries can be had P 

18. " Chief for the whole tribe; who jha/l con .. 
"fiant/y refide wzth the commi!fory; &c."-Pro• 
vifion n1ufi: then be made for his maintenance, as 
particular Indians have no eftates, but live by 
hunting; and their public has no funds or reve
nues.---Being ufed to rambling, it would perhaps 
not be eafy to find one, who would be obliged to 
this conftant refidence; but it may be tried. 

22. If the agent and his deputies, and th~ 
tomrniifaries, are not to trade; iliould it not be 
à part of their oath, that they will have no con
cern in fùch trade, direéHy or indireétly ? - Pri
vate agreements between them and the trél;ders; 
for fhare of profits, fuould be guarded againft; 
~v1d the fame care taken to prevent, if poffible, 
~ ·ivate agreetnents between them and the pur• 
.ihafers of Indian lands. 

3 r. ---. H or trading at any other po fr, &c.'' 
This lhould be fo expreifed, as to make the mafi:er 
lia ble for the oftence of the [ervan t ; otherwife 
it will have no effeét. 

33· I doubt the fe_ttling of tarijfs will be a 
matter of difficulty. There may be differences 
of finenefs, goodnefs, and value, in the goods of 
different traders, that cannot be properly allowed 
for by general tariffs. And it feems contrary to 
the nature of commerce, for government to inter-

fere 
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fere in the priees of comrnodities. Trade is a 
voluntary thing between buyer and feller; in 
every article of which each exercifes his own j udg
ment, and is to pleafe himfelf. Suppofe either 
Indian or trader is diifatisfied with the tariff, and 
refufes barter on thofe terms ; are the refufers to 
be compelled? if not, W hy .iliould an Indian be 
forbidden to take more goods for his ikins than 
your tariff allows, if the trader is willing to give 
them ; or a trader more ikins for his goods, if 
the Indian is wil1ing to give them ?-Where there 
are a number of different traders, the feparate 
defire of each to get more cufiom, will operate 
in bringing down their goods to a reafonable priee. 
It therefore feems to me, that trade will beft find 
and make its own rates; and that government can
nat well interfere, unlefs it will take the whole 
trade into its own bands (as in forne colonies it 
does) and manage it by its own fervants, at its 
own rifque. 

38. I apprehend, that if the Indians cannat 
get rum of fair traders, it will be a great means 
of defeating ali thefe regulations that direét the 
trade to be carried on at certain pofls. The coun
tries and forefis are fo very large, it is fcarce pof
fible to guard every part; fo asto prevent unlicenfed 
traders drawing the Indians and the trade to them
felves, by rum and other fpiritous liquors; which 
all favage people are fo fond of. I think they will 
generally trade where they can get rum, prefera
bly to where it is refufed them; -and the propofed 
prohibition will therefore be a great eQ.q;JUrage-

Q_ ment 
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ment to unlicenfed traders, and promote fuch 
trade.-If the commiffaries or officers at the pofis, 
can prevent the felling of rum during the barter 
for other goods, and until the lndians are about 
going away; it is perhaps ail that is praéticable 
or neceifary .-The miffionaries will, among other 
things, endeavour to prevail with them to live 
foberly and avoid drunkennefs. 

39· The Indian trade, fo far as credzt is con
cerned, has hitherto been carried on wholly upon 
honour. They have among thernfelves no fuch 
thing as prifons or confinements for debt.-This · 
article feems to imply, that anlndian may be com
pelled by law, to pay a debt of fifty ihillings or 
und er. Our legal method of corn pulfion is by 
imprifonment: The Indians cannat and will not 
imprifori one another; And if we attempt to im
prifon them, I apprehend it would be generally 
difliked by the nations, and occafion breaches.
They have fuch high ideas of the value of perfonal 
liberty, and fuch flight ones of the value of perfo
nal property; that they would think the difpro
portion monfirous between the liberty of a man, 
and a debt of a few ihillings; and that it would 
be exceffively inequitable and unjuft, to take away 
the one for a defauh in payment of the other. It 
feen1s to me therefore beft, to leave that matter 
on its prefent footing; the debts under fifty ihil
Jings as irrecoverable by law, as this article pro
pofes for the debts above fifty ihillings.~Debts 
of honour are geqerally as weil paid as other debts. 
Where no corn pulfion can be ufed, it is more dif-

I graceful 
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graceful to be diihonefi:.-If the trader thinks his 
rifque greater in trufi:ing any particular Indian, he 
will either not do it, or proportion his priee to 
his rifque. 

44· As the goods for the Indian trade ali come 
from Eng1and, and the peltry is chiefly brought 
to En gland; perhaps it will be befi: to lay the duty 
here, on the exportation of the one, and the im
portation of the other; to avoid meddling with 
the quefi:ion, of the right to lay duties in America 
by par!iament here. 

If it is thought proper to carry the trading part 
of this plan into execution, would it not be weil 
to try it Jir:fl in a fiw pojls, to which the prefent 
colony laws for regulating the lndian trade do not 
reach; that by experience, its utility may be af
certained, or its defeél:s difcovered and amended; 
hefore it is made genera], and tliofe laws repealed 
to make way for it ?-If the Indians find by ex
perience that they are better ufed in their trade at 
the pQ[ls, under thefe regulations, than at other 
places; may it not make them defirous of having 
the regulation~ extended to other places; and when 
extended, better fatisfied with them upon refiec
tion and corn par if on * ? 

• [The editor has given the following memorandum of Indian 
fighting men, inhabiting near the diftant pofts, in 1762; to indu! ge the 
curious in future times, and fhew alfa the extent of Dr. Franklin's 

· travels. He believes it likely to have heen taken by Dr. Franklin 
in an expedition which he made, as a commander in the Penfylvania 
militia, in order to determine meafures and fituations for the out
pofts; but is by no means affured {)f the accuracy of this opinion. 
The paper however is in Dr. Franklin's hand-writing: but it 

Q_z muft 
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muft not be miftaken as containing a lift of the who!e of the nations 
enumerated, but only fuch part of them as lived near the places 
defcribed. E.] 

A lift of the number of fighting men of the different nations of 
Indians, through which I (Dr. Franklin) paffed, living at or near the 
feveral pofts. 

SAND US KY. 

Wyandotts and Mohickons 
DETROIT. 

Poutauwautimies 
Ottawas 
Wyandotts 
Cheapwas 

MICHILEMAKINAC:. 

Ottawas 
Cheapwas 

LA BA Y. 
Meynomeneys 
Pervons 
Sax 
Reyna~d 

ST. JosEPH's. 
·Poutauwautimies 
Ottawas (forne diftance) 

Thé M 1 A M I E s. 
Mincamies or Twigtwees 

ÜUITANON. 

Oui tan ons 
Thickapoofe 
Mufquiton 
Pyankifhaws 

SHAWANESE. 

200 
180 

90 
100 

At the lower town, on Scioto 24-0 

zoo 

At the upper town, on Mufk.ingum 6o - - - - - - 300 

There is a nation, back of the Bay, who ufed forrnerly to come 
there to vifit the F rench, when they were in poffeffion of that poft, 
called La Situ, computed to be 2 soo fighting men; who have this 
fummer fent word to Mr. Gorrell, who commands there, that they 
purpofe paying him a vifit late this fall or in the fpring. 
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Caufes of the AMERICAN D!fcontents bifore 1768. 

The Waves never fife but when the winds blow. 
Pro7J. 

S IR*, 

AS the caufe of the prefent ill humour 1n Ame-
rica, and of the refolutions taken there to 

purchafe lefs of our manufaél:ures, does not feem 
to be generally underfiood; it may afford forne 
fatisfaéfion to your readers, if you give them the 
following fhort hifl:orical fia te of faél:s. 

From the time that the colonies were firfi con
fidered as capable of granting aids to ~he cro'wn, 
down to the end of the lafi war, it is faid, that 
the confiant mode of obtaining thofe aids was, 
by requifition made from the crown, through its 
governors to the feveral aifemblies, in circular 
letters from the fecretary qf fiate, in his Majefiy's 
name; fetting forth the occafion, requiring them 
to take the matter into confideration, and ex
preffing a reliance on their prudence, duty, and 
affeétion to his Majefiy's government, that they 

_ would grant fuch fums, or raife fuch numbers of 
men, as were fuitable to their refpeél:ive circum-
ftances. -

The colonies being ~ccufiomed to this method, 
have from time to time granted money to the 

• [This letter firft appeared in a London paper, January 7, 1768, 
and was afterwards reprinted as a poftfcript to 'l'he true fintiments 
if America, printtdfor Almon, 1768. E.] 

crown, 
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crown, or raifed troops for its fervice, in propor
tion to their abilities; and during ali the lafi: war 
beyond their abilities; fo that confiderâble fums 
were returned them yearly by parliament, as they 
had exceeded their proportion. 

Had this happy method of requifition been 
continued, (a method that left the King's fubjeéls 
in thofe remote countries the pleafure of ihowing 
their zeal and loyalty, and of imagining that they 
recommended themfelves to their fovereign by the 
liberality of their voluntary grants) there is no 
doubt, but all the money that could reafonably 
be expeB:ed to be raifed from them in any nnn
ner; tnight have been obtained, without the leall: 
heart-burning, offence, or breach of the harmony 
of affeétions and interefts that fo long fubfifi:ed 
between the t\vo coùntries. 

It has been thought wifdom in a goverment ex
ercifing fovereignty over different kinds of people, 
to . have .fome regard to prevailing and eflablijhed 
opimons among the people to be governed; where
ever fuch opinions might in their effeéls, obftruét 
or promote public meafures. If they tend to 
obll:ruét public fer vice, they are to be changed, 
if poffible, before we attempt to aB: againft them; 
and they can only be changed by reaion and per
fuafion. But if public buiînefs can be carried on 
without thwarting thofe opinions; if they can be, 
on the contrary, made fubièrvient to it; they are 
not unneceifarily to be thwarted, how abfurd fuch 
-popu)ar opinions may be in their nature. 

Thi~ 



(A: D. T.] Difcontents before 1768. 233 

This had been the wifdom of our government 
with reipeét to raifing money in the colonies. It 
was well known, that the colonifis univerfally 
were of opinion, th at no money could be levied 
from Engli{h fubjetts, but by their own confent, 
given by themfelves or their chofen reprefenta
tives; that therefore whatever money was to be 
raifed from the people in the colonies, mufl: firft 
be grantcd by their aliemblies, as the mcney raifed 
in Britain is firfi to be granted by the houfe of 
commons; that this right of.granting their own 
money, was eifential to Engliib liberty; and that 
if any man, or body of men in which they had 
no reprefentative of their choofing, could tax then1 
at pleafure, they could not be faid to have any 
property, any thing they -could call their own. 
But as thefe opinions did not hinder their grant
ing money voluntarily and amply, whenever the 
crown by its fervants came into their aliernblies 
(as it does into its parliaments of Britain or freland) 
and demanded aids; therefore that method was 

, chofen; rather than the hateful one of arbitrary 
taxes. 

I do not undertake here to fupport thefe opinions 
of the Americans_; they have been refuted by a late 
aét of parliament, declaring its own power;
which very parliament, however, iliewed wifely 
fo much tender regard to thofe inveterate preju
dices, as to repeal a tax that had militated againft 
them. And thofe prejudices are fti11 fo fixed 
and rooted in the Americans, that, it has been 
fuppofed, not a fingle man among them has been 
· convinced 
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convinced of his error, even by that aél: of par
liament. 

The perfon then who fidl: projeéted to lay afide 
the accufiomed method of requifition, and to raife 
money on America by flamps, feems not to have 
aéted wifely, in deviating from that method 
(which the colonifl:s looked upon as confiitutional) 
and thwarting unneceffarily the fixed prejudices 
of,[o great a number of the King's fubjeéts.-It 
was not, however, for want of knowledge, that 
what he was about to do would give them offence; 
he appears to have been very fenfible of this, and 
apprehenfive that it might occafion forne diforders; 
to prevent or fupprefs which, he projeél:ed another 
bill that was brought in the fame feffion with the 
Stamp Aét, whereby it was to be made lawful for 
military officers in the colonies to quarter the ir fol
diers in private houfes. This feemed intended to 
awe the people into a compliance with the other 
aét. Great oppofition however being raifcd here 
againfi: the bill by the agents from the colonies, 
and the merchants trading thither, (the colonifi:s 
decl aring, that under fuch a power in the army, 
no one could look on his houfe as his own, or 
think he had a home, when foldiers might be 
thrufi: into it and mixed with his family at the 
pleafure of an officer,) th at part of the bill was 
dropt; but there ftill remained a claufe, when it 
paffed into a law, to oblige the feveral affemblies 
to provide quarters for the foldiers, furnifhing 
them with firing, bedding, candies, fmall beer 
or rum, and fundry other articJes, at the expence 

of 
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of th feveral provinces. And ·this aé1: continued 
in force when theStampAé1: was repealed; though 
if obligatory on the affemblies, it equally mili- . ~ 
tated againft the American principle above men
tioned-that money is not to be raifed on Englifi1 
fubjeéts without ... their confent. _ 

The colonies neverthelefs being put into high 
good humour by the repeal of the Stamp Aé1:, · 
choie to avoid a freili difpute upon the other, it 
being temporary and foon to expire, never, as 
they hoped, t6 revive again; and in the mean 
time they, by various ways in difftrent colonies, 
provided for the quartering of the troops; either 
by aéts of their own affemblies, without taking 
notice of the A ét of P arliament, ·or by forne variety 
or fmall diminution, as of falt and vinegar, in the 
fupplies required by the aé1:; that what they did 
migbt appear a voluntary aét of their own, and 
not clone in due obedience to an AB if Parliament, 
which, according to their ideas of their rights, 

. they thought hard to obey. 
It might have been well if the matter bad tl1en 

paffed without notice; J::mt a governor having 
written home an angry and aggrava ting letter upon 
this conduét in the affembly of his province, the 
outed [Propofer *1 of the Stamp Aét and his adhe
rents (th en in the oppofition) raifed fu ch ·a cl a
mour againfl: America, as being in rebellion ; and 
againft thofe who bad been for the repeal of the 
Stamp A&, as having thereby been encouragers 

• [Mr. George Grenrr;i//e. E.] 

of 
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of this fuppofed rebellion; that it was thôught 
r~eceifary to en force the ~artering Ad by another 
aét of parliament, taking away from the province 
of New York (which bad been the mofi explicit 
in its refufal) all the powers of legiilation, till it 
ihould have complied with that aét:. The news 
of which greatly alarmed the people every where 
in America, as (it had been faid) the language of 
fuch an aét feemed to them to be-obey implicitly 
laws made by the parliament of Great Britain to 
raife money on you without your confent, oryou 
!hall enjoy no rights or privileges at ali. 

At the fame tin1e a perfon la tel y in high of
fice* projeéted the levying more money, from 
America, by new duties on various articles of our 
own manufaéture, (a.s glafs, paper, painters co
laurs, &c.) appointing a new board of cu!l:oms, 
and fending over a fet of commiffioners, with 
large falaries, to be e!l:ablilhed at Bolton, who 
were to have the care of colleéting thofe duties; 
which were by the aét: exprefsly mentioned to be 
intended for the payment of the falaries of go .. 
vernors, judges, and other officers of the crown 
in America; it being a pretty general opinion 
here, that thofe officers ought not to depend on 
the people there, for any part of their fupport. 

It is not my intention to con1bat this opinion. 
-But perhaps it may be forne fatisfaétion to your 
readers, to know what ideas the Americans have 
on the fubjeét:. They fay then, as ta governors.,. 

• (Mr. Charles r'o:w~tjend. E.] 

th at 



[A: D. T.] Difcontenfj before 1768. 237 

that they are not like princes whofe pofierity have 
an inheritance in the government of a nation, and 
therefore an intereft in its profperity; they are 
generally firangers to the provinces they are fent 
to govern ; have no efiate, natural connettion, or 
relation there, to give them an affettion for the 
country; that they come only to make n1oney as 
faft as they can; are fometimes men of vicious 
charaéters and broken fortunes, fent by a n1inifier 
merely to get them out of the way; that as they 
intend fiaying in the country no longer than their 
government continues, and purpofe to leave no 
family behind them; they are apt to be regard
lefs of the good-will of the people, and care not 
what is faid or thought of them after they are 
go ne. The ir fituation at the fame time, gi v es 
them many opportunities of being vexatious ; 
and they are often fo, notwithfianding their de
pendence on the affemblies for aU that part of 
their fupport, that does not arife from fees efia
bliilied by law; but would probably be much 
more fo, if they were to be fupported by money 
drawn from the people without their confent 
or good will; which is the profeffed defign of 
this new aét. That if by means of thefe forced 
duties g<:>Vernment is to be fupported in America, 
without the intervention of the affemblies; their 
affemblies will faon be looked upon as ufelefs; 
and a governor will not caU them, as having 
nothing to hope from their meeting, and perhaps 
fomething to fear from their inquiries into, and 
remonftrances againft, his mal-adminifiration. 

Th at 
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That th us the people will be deprived of their 
mofi: effential rights. That it being (as at prefent) 
a governor's interei1: to cultivate the good-wi11, 
by promoting the welfare, of the people he governs, 
-can be attended with no prejudice to the mother
country; fince all the laws he may be prevailed on 
to give his affent to are fubjeél: to revifion here, 
and if reportect againfi: by the board of trade, are 
immediate! y repealed by the crown; nor clare 
he pafs any law contrary to his infi:ruél:ions; as 
he . holds his office during the pleafure of the 
crown, and his fecurities are liable for the pe
nalties of their bonds if he contravenes thofe in
firuétions. This is what they fay as to go
vernors. 

As to judges they allege, that being ap
pointed from bence, and holding their commif
fions not during good behaviour, as in Britarn, 
but during pleafure; ali the weight of intereft 
or influence would be thrown into one of the 
feales ( which ought to be held even) if the fala
riesare alfo to be paid out of duties raifed upon 
the people without their confent, and indepen
dent of their afièmblies approbation or difap-

, probation of the judges behaviour. That it is 
true, judges fhould be free from ali influence; 
and therefore, whenever government here will 
grant . cornrniffions to able and honeil judges 
during good behaviour, the afièmblies will fet
tle permanent and ample falaries on them during 
their cornmiffions; but, at prefent, they have 
no other n1eans of getting rid of an ignorant or 

an 
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an unjufrjudge (and forne of fcandalous charac
ters have, they fay, been fometimes fent them) 

- left, but by fiarving them ~ut. 
I do not fuppofe thefe reafor-.ings of theirs will 

appear here to have much weight. I do not 
produce th.em with an expeétation of convinc
ing your readers. I relate ' them merely in pur
fuance of the tafk I have impofed on myfelf,_ 
to be an impartial hifrorian of American faéts and 
opinions. - -

The colonifts being thus greatly alarmed, as I 
faid before, by the news of the aét for aboliibing 
the legiflature of New York, and the ·impofition 
of thefe new duties, profeifedly for fuch difagree
able purpofes (accompanied by a new fet of reve
nue officers, with large appointments, which gave 
firong fufpicions, that more bufinefs of the fame 
kind was foon to be provided for them, that they 
might earn their falaries); began feriouily to con
fider their fituation; and to revolve afreih in their 
n1inds, grievances which from their refpeét and 
love for this country, they bad long borne and 
feemed almoft willing to forget.-They refleéted 
how lightly the interefi of ali America bad been 
efiimated here, when the interefis of afiw of the 
inhabitants of Great Britain happened to have the 

. fmalleft competition with it. That the whole , 
American people was forbidden the advantage of 
a direét importation of wine, oil, and fruit, from 
Portugal; but muft take them loaded with ali the 
expence of a voyage one thoufand leagues round 
about, being to be lapded firft in England, to be 

re.-ihipped 



CaujeJ of the .American 

re-iliipped for America; expences amounting, in 
, war-time, at leaft: to thirty pounds percent. more 
than otherwife they would have been charged 
with; and all this merely, that a few Portugal 
merchants in London may gain a commiffion on 
thofè goods paffing through the ir bands. ( Por
tugal merchants, by the by, that can complain 
loudly of the fmalleft hardihips laid on their trade 
by foreigners, and yet even in the lafi year could 
oppofe with ail their influence the giving eafe to 
their fellow- fu bjeél:s labouring under fo heavy an 
oppreffion ! ) Th at on a flight corn plaint of a few 
Yirgini'a merchants, nine colonies had been re
firained from making paper-money, betome ab
folutely neceliary to their internai commerce, from 
the confi:ant rernittance of their gold and filver to 
Britain.-But not only the interefr of a particular 
body of merchants; but the interefi of any fmall 
body of Britiili tradejinen or artificerJ·, has bee!l 
found, they fày, to outweigh that of ali the King's 
fubjeéts in the colonies.- There cannot be a 
fironger natural right than that of a man's making 
the befl: profit be can of the natural produce of 
his lands, provided he does not thereby burt the 
fia te in general. Iron is to be found every where 
in America, and the beaver furs are the natural 
produce of that country: hats, and nails and il:eel, 
are wanted there as weil as here. It is of no 
importance to the con1mon welfare of the empire 
whether a fubjeél: of the King's gets his living 
with making bats on this, or on that fide of 
the water. Yet the hatters of England have 

l prevailed 
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prevailed to obtain an aét in their own favour, 
reftraining that manufaélure in America; in arder 
to oblige the Americans to fend their beaver to 
England to be manufaélured, and purchafe back 
the bats, loaded with the charges of a double 
tranfportation. In the fame manner have a few 
nail-makers, and fiill a fmaller body of fieel-mak
ers ( perhaps there are not half a dozen of thefe 
in England) prevailed totally to forbid by an aét 
of parliament the ereéling of flitting-mills, or fl:eel 
furnaces in America; that the Americans may 
be obliged to take ali their nails for their buildings, 
and fl:eel for their tools, from thefe artificers, un
der the fame difadvantages *. 

Added 
" [I lliall here give the reader the note at the end of the fourth 

paragraph ofthe Farmer's feventh letter, (written by Mr. Dùlm
fin.) 

' Many remarkable inftances might be produced of the extraor
~ dinary inattention with which bills of great importance, concern
' ing thefe colonies, have pa!fed in parliament; which is owing, 
' as it is fuppofed, to the bills being brought in, by the perfons 
' who have points to carry, fo artfully framed, that it is not eafy 
' for the members in general, in the hafte of bufinefs, to difcover 
' their tendency. 

' The following inftances fhew the tru th of this remark. . 
' When Mr. Grenville, in the violence of reformation and in

' novation, formed the fth George III. chap. I sth, for regulating 
' the American trade, the word " Ireland" was dropt in the claufe 
' re1ating to our iron and lumber, fo that we could fend thefe ar~i
• cles to no other part of Europe, but to Great Britain. This was 
' [o unreafonab1e a reftriétion, and fo contrary to the fentiments of 
' the legiflature, for many years before, that it is furprifing it lliould 
' not have been taken notice of in the houfe. H owever, the bill 
' pa!fed into a law. But when the matter was explained, this re
' ftriétion was taken offin a fubfequent aa. 

' I cannot fay, how long after the taking ofF this rdl:riétion, as 
' I have not the aéts ; but I think in lef~ than eighteen months, 
• another aél: of parliament pa!fed, in which the word " lreland" 

R ' was 
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Added to thefe, the Americans rememberecl 
the aét authorizing the moft cruel infult tha~ 
perhaps was ever offered by one people to ano
ther, that of emptying our gaols in~o ~heir fet
tlements; Scotland too having within thefe two 
)~ears · obtained the privilege it had not before, 
of fending its rogues and villains alfo to the 
phntations-I fay, rdleéting on thefe things, 
they fa id one to an ether ( their news-pa pers are full 
pf fu ch difcourfes) " Thefe people are not con
tent with making a monopoly of us, (forbidding 
us to trade with any other country of~urope, and 

' wa~ le~t out, as it had been ~efore. The matter being a fecond 
timc exp! ined, was a fecond t1me regulated. 
' No(v if it be confidered, that the omiffion mentioned, ftruck 

' off, · with on~ wor4, fe> very great~ part of our trad~, it UJllll: ap
' peer remarkable: and eg ually ~o is the method by which ri ce 
• became an enurrierateq commodHy, and therefore could be car

r.ied to Great Britain only.' 
" The enumeration "-'as obtained, (fays Mr. Gee on Trade, 

" o. 32·) by one Cole, a captain of a ihip, em ployed by a corn
" pany then tradin~ to Caro/ina; for feveral fhips going from 
" Englaud thither, and plirchafing rice for Portugal, prevented the 
" aforefaid Captain of a loading. Upon his coming horne, he 
"po!fe!fed one Mr . Lo,ndes, a member of parliament, (who 
" was frequently employ~d tc prepare bills) \vith an opinion, that 
" carrying rice direél:ly to P .;rtugal was a prejudice to the trade of 
" Engla 11d, and priva tel y gor a clauiè into an aB: to make it an 
" enumerated comrnodity; by which means he fecured a freight 
" to himfelf. But the conf-.>quence pmved a vaft lofs t? the na
" ti on." 

' I fi nd that this claufe, "privately got in to an aét, for the bene
" fit of Captain Colt, to the ,·afl: loL of the nation,'' is foilled into 
• the ?d Anne, chapter 5th, intituled, 'An Aét for grantino- to 
• Her rvlaj_efty a ~unh:r fublidy on wines and ~erchandizes import
' ed ;' wtth wh1ch 1t has no more connex::.on, than with 34-th 
' Edward I. 34th and 35th of Henry \'III. or ~he .:çtll C harles II. 
è which provide that no perfon ihall be taxed but · by himfelf or 
~ his reprefentatives.' E.J 

1 

comp~lling 
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compelling us to buy every thing of them, though 
-in n1any articles we could furni!h ourfelves ten, 
twenty, and even to fjfty per cent. cheaper elfe
where;) but now they have as good as declared 
they have a right to tax us ad libitum internally 
and externally; and that our confiitutions and 
liberties fuall all be taken away, if we do not fub
mit to that daim." 

" They are not content with the high priees 
at which they feil us their goods, but have now 
begun to enhance thofe priees by new duties; 
and by the expenfive apparatus of a new fet 
of officers, appear to extend an augmentation 
and multiplication of thofe burthens that {hall il:ill 
be more grievous to us. Ou people have been 
foolifhly fond of their fuperfl uous modes and 
manufaCtures, to the impoveri!hing our own 
country, carrying off ail our caili, and loading 
us with debt; they will not fuffer us to 'refirain 
the luxury of our inhabitants, ::j.S they do that 
of their own, by laws: they can makc laws to 
difcourage or prohibit the importation of French 
fuperfluities : but though thofe of England are 
as ruinous to us as the French ones are to them, 
if we make a law of that kind, they irnmediately 
repeal it. Thus they get ali our money from us 
by trade; and ev er y profit wv çan any where make 
by our fiCneries, our produce? or our commerce, 
centers finally with them ;-But this does not 
fignify.-It is time then to take care of ourfelves 
by the beft means in our power. Le us un1 ·:: in 
folemn refolution and engagements with and to 

R 2 e;1ch 
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each other, that we will give thefe new officers 
as little trouble as poffible, by not confuming the 
Britijh manufaét:ures on which they are to levy 
the duties. Let us agree to confume no more of 
their expenfive gewg2.ws. Let us live frugally, 
a.nd let us induftrioui1y manufaéture what we can 
for ourfelves: thus we !hall be able honourably to 
pifcharge the debts we already owe them; and after 
that, we may be able to keep forne money in our 
çountry, not only for the ufes of our interna} corn. 
merce; but for the fervice of our gracious (ove
reign, whenever he fhall have occafion for it, and 
think proper to require it of us in the old con.!l:i
tutional manner.-For notwithfianding the re ... 
proaches thrown out againfi: us in their public 
papers and pamphlets, notwithfi:anding wè have 
been reviled in their fenate as rebels and traitors, 
;we are ~ruly a loyal people. Scotland bas pad its 
rebellions, and England its plots againfi: the pre
fent royal family; but America is untainte(i wùh 
jhqjè. ~nmes; there is in it fcarce a man, there iq 
not a fingle native of our country, who is not firmly 
attached ~ohis King by principle and by a.ffeétion. 
But a new kind of loyalty feerhs to be required of 
us, a loyalty to parliament; a loyalty, that is to 
extend, it is fàid, ro a furrender of all our pro
perties, when~yer a houfe of commons in which 
there is not a fingle member of our chufino-, fhaU 
think fit to grant them away without our c~nfent; 
~nd to ~ patient. fuffefing the lofs of our prjvileges 
~sEnghilimen, 1f we cannot fubmit to make fuch 
furrender. W e were feparated too far from Bn'tain 

by 
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by the ocean, but we were united to it by refpeB: 
and love; fo that we could at any time freely have 
fpent our lives and little fortunes in its caufe: but 
this unhappy new fyfiem of politics tends to dif
fol ve tho fe bands of union, and to fever us for ever ." 

Thefe are the wild ravings of the, at prefent, 
half-difiraéted Americans. To be fure, no rea
fonable man in England can approve of fuch fen
timents, and, as I faid before, I do not 'pretend 
to fupporr<>r juftify them: but I ilncerely wifh, 
for the fake of the manufaétures and commerce of 
Great Britain, and for the fake of the ihength 
which a firm union with our growing colonies 
would give us ; that thefe people had never been 
thus needlefsly driven out of their fenfes. 

I arn yours, &c. 
F. S*. 

* (F. S. poffibly means 'Franklin's Seal.'-The paper, ho\v
ever, is undoubtedly the produétion of Dr. Franklin. 

In the colleélion·oftraéls on the jit6jeNs of taxing the Britifo coloniu 
in .America, cmdreg,;t/ating theirtrade (prinred in 1773, in 4 vcls. Svo. 
by Almon;) I find t<wo papers, faid there to have been publifhed ori
ginally in 1739; and to have been drawn up by a club of American 
merchants, at the head of whom were Sir William Keith (governor 
ofPenfylvania) Jofhua Gee, and many other eminent perfo ns. -The 
jitjt paper propoiès the rading a fmall body aLregnlar troops under 
the c.Jmmand of an officer appointed by the crown, and ind:.:penqent 
of the governors, (who were neveïthelcfs to aîliil: him in cuuncil on 
emergent occa!ions ;) in orcier to proteél the Indian trade, and take 
care of the boundaries and back fettlemer.ts. They were to be fup
ported by a revenue to be eJ:'cabliD1ed by aff of pariiament, in Ame-. 
rica; which revenue was to arife out of a duty on flampt paper and 
parchment.-Th~ficond paper goes into tl1e particulars of this pro
pofed fiamp duty, offers reafons for exrending it over all tpe Britifu 
plantations, and recites its fuppofed advantages. -Ifthefe papers are 
at an gertuine, (a faét about which I am not in the leafi informed) 
Mr. George Grenville docs not appear to have been original in con
ceivingjlamp; as a prop~r fi.lbjett for his new t<:.x. ,See i6. vol. I. E.j 
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Letter concerning the Gratitude of Amtrica, and 
the probability and elfeéls of an Uni on with Great 
Britain; and concerning the Repeal or Sufpenfion 
qf the Stamp-Aél *· 

8 1 R, Jan. 6, 1766. 

I HAvE attentively perufed the paper you fent 
me, and am of opinion, that the meafure it 

propofes, of an union with the colonies, is a wife 
one: but I doubt it will hardly be thought fo here, 
till it is too late to attempt it. The time has been 
when the colonies would have efieemed it a great 
advantage, as weil as honour to them, to be per
mitted to fend members to parliament; and would 
have afk.ed for that privilege, if they could have 
bad the leafi hopes of obtaining it. The ti me is 
now come, when they are indifferent about it, 
and will probably not a!k it; though they might 
accept it if offered them ; And the time will come, 
when they will certainly refuiè it. But if fuch an 
union were now efiabliilied, ( which methinks 
it highly imports this country to efi:abli!b,) it 
would probably fubfifl: as long as Britain fhall. 
continue a nation. This people, however, is 
too proud, and too mu ch deipiiès the Americans, 
to bear the thought of admitting them to fùch 
an equ itable participation in the government of 

.. [The name of the perfon to whom this letter is addreffed can
nat be made out in the original copr. The letter, to which it is a 
n.p!y, a.ppea r ~ to have cont&ined the letter of forne third perfon 
equally unknown to the ed.itor. E.J 

the 
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thè whole.-Then the next hcjl thing feems to be, 
leavirig them in the quiet enjoyment of their re
fpeél:ive conftitutions; and when money is wanted 
for any public fervice in which they ought to 
bear a part, calling upon them by req uifitorial 
letters from the crown, ( according to the long 
efi:abliilied cufiom) to grant fuch aids as their 
Joyalty fhall diél:ate, and their abilities permit.
The very fenfible and benevo1ent author of that 
paper, feems not to have known, that fuch a con
.ftitutional cufiom fubfifl:s; and has al ways hitherto 
been praétifed in America; or he would not have 
expreffed himfelf in this manner: "lt is evident 
" beyond a doubt, to the intelligent and impartial, 
" that after the very extraordinary efforts which 
" were effeélually made by Great Britain in the 
" late war to fave the co1onifis from defl:ruétion, 
" and attended of neceffity with an enormous load 
" of de bts in confequence; that the fame colo- · 
" nifis, now firmly fecured from foreign enemié.s, 
" iliould be fome-how induced to con tri bute forne 
" proportion towards the exigencies of ftate in 
" future." This looks as if he conceived the war 
had been carried on at the foie ex pence of Great 
Britain; and the colonies only reaped the benefit, 
without hitherto iharing the hurthen ; and were 
therefore now indebted toBritain on that account. 
And this is the fame kind of argument that is ufed 
by thofe, who wo~1ld fix on the colonies the heavy 
charge of unreafonablenefs and ingratitude, which 
I think your frieud did not intend.-Pleafe to 
acquaint him then, that the faét is not fo : That 

R 4 every 
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every year during the war, requifitions were made 
by the crown on the colonie.s for raifing money 
and men; that accordingly they made more ex
traordinary efforts, in proportion to their abilities, 
than Britain did; that they raifed, paid and clothed, 
for five or fix years, near zs,co_o men, befides 
providing for other fervices, (as building forts, 
equipping guard-iliips, paying tranfports, &c.) 
And that this was more than their fair proportion 
is not n1erely an opinion of mine, but was the 
judgment of government here, in full knowledge 
of all the faéls ; for the then 1ninifiry, to make 

· the burthen more equal, recommended the cafe 
~o parliament, and obtained a reimburfemeot to 
the Americans of about zoo,ooo/. il:erling every 
year; which amounted only to about two fifths 
of their expence ;-and great part of the reft lies 
.H:ill a load of -debt upon them; heavy taxes on 
all their efiates, real and perfonal, being laid by 
aas of their affem blies, to difcharge it, and yet 
will not difcharge it in many years.-While then 

thefe burthens continue_; while Britain refirains 
the colonies in every bran ch of c01nmerce and ma
nufactures, that îhe thinks interferes with herown;. 
while !he drains the colonies by her trade with 
them, of ali the cafl1 they can proeure by every art 
apd indu11ry in any part of the \Vorld, and thus 

· keeps them al ways in her debt: (for they can 
make no law to difcourage the importation of 
your to tbem ruinous fuperft.uities, as you do the 
fuper.fluities of France; fince fuch a law would 
in.m ~diately be reported againfi: by your board of 

. 3 trade.a 
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trade, and repealed by the crown :) 1 fa y while 
thefe circumfiances continue, and while there 
fubfifrs the eftabliîhed method of royal requifi
tions, for raifing money on them by their own 
aifemblies on every proper occafion; Can it be 
neceifary or prudent to difirefs and vex then1 by 
taxes laid here, in a parliament wherein they have 
no reprefentative, and in a manner which they 
look upon to be unconftitutional and fubverfive 
of their mofi val ua ble rights; and are they to be-· 
thought unreafonable and ungrateful if theyoppofe 
fuch taxes? Wherewith, they fay, iliall we fuow 
our loyalty to our gra(:ious king, if our tnoney 
is to be given by others, without a!king our con
fent? And if the parliament has a right thus to 
take from us a penny in the pound, where is the 
1ine drawn that bounds that right, and what !1nli 
hinder their calling whenever they pleafe for the 
other nineteen iliillings and eleven pence? Have 
we then any thing that we can cali our own ?-It 
is more than probable that bringing repreiènt<J
tives from the colonies to fit and aét here as mcm'
bers of parliament, thus uniting and confolidatmg 
vour dominions; would in a little time remove 
thefe objeétions and difficulties; and make the 
future government of the colonies eafy: But, till 
fome fuch thing is clone, I apprehen.d no taxes 
laid the re by parliamen t here, will ev er be col
letted, but fuch as muft be ftained with blood : 
and, I am fu re the profit of fu ch taxes will never 
anfwer the expence of collecring them, ·and that 
the refpeét and affection of the Americans to thi3 

cot:ntrv 
" 
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country wiV in the firuggle be totally loft, perhaps 
never to bé recovered; and therewith all the 
commercial and politïcal advantages that might 
have attended the continuance of this refpeél: and 
this affeétion. 

In my own private judgment I think an imme
diate Repeal of the ftamp-aét would be the beft 
meafure for thù country; but a Sufpenfion of it 
for three years, the beft forthat. The repealwould 
fill them with joy and gratitude, re-efiabliih their 
refpeét and veneration for parliament, reftore at 
once their ancient and natural love for this coun
try, and their regard for every thing th at cornes 
from it; bence the trade would be renewed in all 
its branches; they would again indulge in all the 
expenfive fuperfluities you fupply them with, 
and their own new aifumed home indufl:ry would 
languiih. But the fujperifion, though it might con
tinue their fears and anxieties, would at the fame 
time keep up their refolutions of indufiry and fru
gality; which in two or three years would grow 
into habits, to their lafiing advantage.-However, 
as the repeal will probably not be now agreed to *, 
from what I think a n1iftaken opinion, that the 
honour and dignity of government is better fup
ported by periiiting in a wrong meafure once en
tered in to, th an by reétifying an err or as foon as 
it is difcovered; we mufl: allow the next befi: thing 
for the ad van tage of both countries is, the fufpen-

"' (It was howe,•er agreed to in the fam~ year, viz. in 1766. E.] 
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fion. For as to executing the aét by force, it is 
madnefs, and will be ruin to the whole. 

The reft of your friend's reafonings and propo
fitions appear to me truly j ufi: and j udicious; r 
will therefore only add, that 1 am as dcG.rous of 
his acquaintance and intimacy, as he was of my 
opinion.-! am, with much efieem, 

Y our obliged friend. 

Letter 
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Letter from Governor Pownall to Dr. Franklin, 
concerm'ng an equal commum'catzon of rights, 
prz'vileges, &c. to America by Great Brùain *· 

Dear Sr R, 

THE following objeéizon againfi communicat· 
ing to the colonies the rights, privileges, 

. and powers of the realm, asto parts of the realm, 
has been made. I have been endeavouring to 
obviate it, and I communicate [it] to y~;m, in 
hopes of your promifed affifiance. 

lf, fay the oijeflors, we cotnmunicate to the 
colonies the power of fending reprefentatives, and 
in confequence expeét them to participate in -an 
equal jhare and proportion of all our taxes; we muft 
grant to thern all the powers of trade and manu
faél:uring, which any other parts of the realm 
within the ifle of GreatBritain enjoy :-If io, per
chance the profits of the Atlantic commerce tnay 
converge to fome center in America; to Bofion, 
New York, Philadelphia, orto forne of the ifies: 
-If fo, then the natural and artificial produce of 
the colonies, and in courfe of confequences the 
landed intereil: of the colonies, will be promoted; 
While the natural and artificial produce and landed 
in.tereil of Great Britain will be depreiïed, to its 

-• [This letter bears no date. It was written poffibly about the 
ti me rhat Governor Po\\'n:lll was engaged in publii1lino- his book on 
the /ldmi1:ijlratùm of tbe colo!liJI. E.] 0 

1 
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utter ruin and defl:ruétion ;-and confequently the 
balance of the power of government, although fl:ill 
within the realm, will be local/y transferred from 
Great Britain to the colonies, Which confequence, 
however it n:~Y fuit a citizen of the world, muft 
be foUy and madnefs to a Briton.-My fit is gone 
off; and though weak, ho th from the gout and 
a concomitant and very ugly fever, I am much 
better .-W Ol.lld be glad to fee y ou. 

Y our friend, 

J. Pow NAL L.· 

On 
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On the back of the foregoing lette~ of Gov. Pownall, 
are the jollorzving minutes,' by Dr. Franklin. 

T HIS objeélion goes up.on the. fupyo~ti?n, that 
whatever the calames gam, BrHmn mufi: 

lofe; and that if the colonzes can be kept from 
gaining an advant~ge, Brit.ain 'lviii gain it :-

If, the colonies are fitter for a particular trade 
th an Britain, they .lhould have it; and Britain 
apply to what it is more fit for. The whole em
pire is a gainer.-And if Britain is not fo fit or fo 
\vell fituated for a particular advantage, other 
countries will get it, if the colonies do not. 
Thus Irdand was forbid the woollen manufac-. . 

ture, and remains poor : But this has given to 
, the French, the trade and wealth Ireland might 

have gained for the Bri ti!h empire. 
The go\·ernment cannot kng be retained with

out the union.-Which is beil: (fuppofing your 
cafe;) to have a total feparation, or a change of 
the ieat of govermnent ?-It by no means follows, 
that promoting and advancing the landed interefi: 
in An1erica, will deprefs that of Britain: The 
·contrary has al ways been the faét. Advantageous 
iltuations and circumfi:ances will ahx.'ays fecure 
and fix manufaétures: Sheffield againil: all Europe 
for thefe 309 years pafc.- . 

In1praélicability. 

Danger of innovation. 

* * * * * * * ~ * * ~ * 'T'he 
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'The Examination of Dr. Benjamin Franklin [before 
the Englifh lloufe of' Commons, ziz February 
1766 J relative to the Repeal if the An1ericau 
5tampAél* . 

.Q.. WHA T is your name, and place of aboae? 
A. Franklin, of Phzladelphùz. 

~ Do the Americans pay any confiderable taxes 
among themfelves ? 

A. Certainly many, and very heavy taxes. 

~ What are the prefent taxes in Pe'!fjlvania, 
Jaid by the laws of the colony? 

• [ 1766. Fe!J. 3· Benjamin Franklin, Efq; and a number of ether 
perfol).s were • ordered to attend the committee of the whole houfe 
~ t of corn mons] to whom it was referred to confider farther the 
' feveral pa pers [relative to America] which were prefented to the 
' houfe by Mr. Secretary Conway, &c.' 

Ft!J. I 3· Betr.jamin Franklin, Efq; having paifed through his ex
.aminatÎOJ'l, was excepted from farther attendance. 

Feb. zlj._. The refolutions of the committee were reported by the 
chairman, Mr. Fuller; their fi ·venth and laft refolution {etting forth 
' that it was their opinion that the honfe be moved, that leave be 
' given tq brîng in a bill to repeal the Stamp Aél.'- A propofal for 
re-committing this refolution was negatived by 240 votes to 133· 
(See th.~ ]ournal.r if the Houje ofCommom.) 

This examina tien of Dr. Franklin was printed in the year J 767, 
under the form of a ihilling pamphlet. It is prior in point of date to 
forne of the foregoing pieces; but I readily fubmitted to this derange
ment, thinking by this means to provide the reader with a knowledge 
of the proceedings on· which the examination was grounded. 

I have put jpaces between ~he anfwers, whenever the queftion led 
to a change of fubjeél; which frequent! y happened, in confequence 
of the defultory and intermixed inq uiries, m~de on the part of a body 
fo varioufl y corn pofed as the hou fe of commons. E.] 

· · A. There 



z 56 Examùzation of Dr. Franklin before the 

A. There are taxes on ·ali eftates real and per
fonal ; a poU tax ; a tax on al1 offices, profeffions, 
trades and bufineffes, according to their profits; 
an excife on ail wine, ru rn, and other fpiri ts ; 
and a duty of ten pounds per head on ali negroes 
imported; with forne other duties. 

~ For what purpofes are thofe taxes laid? 
A. For the fupport of the civil and ~ilitary 

efi:ablifl1ments of the country, and to difcharge 
the heavy debt contraél:ed in the lafi: war. 
!t How long arë thofe taxes to continue ? 
A. Thofe for difcharging the debt are to con

tinue till 1772, and longer, if the debt fhould 
not be then ali difcharged. The others muft al
ways continue. 

, Q_; Was it not expeél:ed that the debt would 
have been fooner difcharged ? 

A. It was, when the peace was made with 
France and Spaùz. But a frdh war breaking out 
with the Indians, a frdh load of debt was incur
red; and the tax€s, of courfe, continued longer 
by ~new law. 

~ Are not all the people very able to pay thofe 
taxes? · 

A. No. The frontier counties, ail along the 
continent, having been frequently ravaged by the 
enemy, and greatly impoverilhed, are able to pay 
very little tax. And thereforç, in confideration 
of their. diftreues, our la te tax laws do exprefsly 
fa v our thoiè counties, excufing the fufferers; and 
I fuppofe the fame is clone in other governments . 

.t, Are 
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~ Are not you concerned in the Inanagement 
of the pqft-ojjice in America ? 

A. Y es. I am Deputy Pofi:-Mafrer General of 
North America. 

~ Don't you· think the difi:ribution of fiamps, 
by pqft, to ail the inhabitants, very praéticable, 
if there was no oppofition ? 

A. The pofrs only go along the fea-coafis ; 
they do not, except in a few infiances, go back 
into the country; and if they did, fending for 
ftamps - by poft would occafion an expence of 
pofiage, amounting, in many cafes, to mqch 
more than that of the fi:amps themfe]ves~ 
~ Are you acquainted with Newfoundland? 
A. 1 never was the re. 

· ~ Do you know whether there are any pofi:
roads on that ifland ? 

A. I have heard that there are no roads at ali; 
but that the communication between one fettle
men t and another is by fea only. 
~ Can you difperfe the ftamps by pofi: in. 

Canada? 
A. There is only a poft between Montreal and 

~tebec. The inhabitants live fo fcattered and re
mate fro1n each other, in that vaft country, that 
pofts cannat be fupported an1ong them, and there
fore they cannat get ftamps per poft.-TheEnglijh 
colonies too, along the frontiers, are very thinly 
fettled. 
~ From the thinnefs of the back fettlements, 

would not the Stamp Aét be extremely inconve
nient to the inhabitants, if executed ? 

S A . To 
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A. To be fure it would; as many of the in
habitants could not get ilamps when they had oc
cafion for them, without taking long journeys, 
and fpending perhaps three or four pounds, that 
the crown might get fixpence. 

~ Are not the colonies, from their circum
ftances, very able to pa y the fiamp duty. 

A , In my opinion, there is not gold and filver 
enough in the colonies to p-ay the fiamp duty for 
one year *· 
~ Don't you know that the n1oney arifing from 

the ilamps was all to be laid out in America ? 
A. I know it is appropriated by the aét to the 

American fervice; but it will be fpent in the con
quered colonies, where the foldiers are; not in the 
colonies that pay it. 
~ Is there not a balance of trade due from the 

colonies where the troops are pofted, that will 
bring back the money to the old colonies ? 

• [' The Stamp Aét fays, that the .1mericans 1hall have- no corn· 
' merce, make no exchange of property with each other, neither 
r purchafe nor grant, nor recover debts ; they fhall neither marry 
• nor make their wills, unlefs they pay fuch and fuch fums' in 

.fpecie for the ftamps which muft give validity to the proceedings . 
The operation of fu ch a tax, had it ob tai ned the confent of the peo
ple, appeared inevitable; and its annuJI produéti,·enefs, if I re• 
<:olleét weil, was ell:imated by its propofer in the houfe of commons 
at the committee for fupplies, at 1 oo,ooo /. jler/ù,g. The colonies 
being ::lready reduced to the neceffity of haYing paper-money, by 
fen ding to Bri:ain the fpecie they colleél:ed in foreign (rade, in order 
to make up for the deficiency of their other returns for Bt·itain's ma
faétures; there were doubts where could remain thejpaie fufficient 
o anfwer the tax. E.) 

A. I 
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A. I think not. I believe very little wou1d 
come back. I know of no trade likely to bring 
it back.-1 think it would come from the colonies 
where it was fpent, direél:ly to England; for I 
have always obferved, that in every colony the 
more plenty the means of remittance to England, 
the more goods are fent for, and the more trade 
with England carried on. 

~ What numbet· of white inhabitants do you 
think there are in Penfylvania? 

A. I fuppofe there may be about one hundred 
:a.'nd fixty thoufand. 
~ What nun1ber of them are ~akers? 
A. Perhaps a third. 
~ What number of Germans? 
A. Perhaps another third; but I cannot fpeak 

with certainty. 

~ Have any number of the Germans [een fer
vice, as foldiers, in Europe? 

A. Y es,-many of them, bath in Europe and 
Amen'ca. 
~ Are they as much diffatisfied with the ftamp 

duty as the Englijh ? 
A. Y es, and more; and with reafon, as their 

il:amps are, in many cafes, to be double*. 
. . !t How 

• [The Stamp Aél: provides that a double duty fhould be laid 
' where the inil:rument, proceedings, &c. fhall be engroffed, writ
c ten, or printed, within the faid colonies and plantations in any 
c other than the Englijh language.' This meafure, I prefume, ap
peared to be fuggefied by motives of convenience, and the· policy 
cf affimilating perfons of foreign to thdfe of Britijh defcent, and 

S ~ preventing 
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st How many white tnen do you fuppofe there 

are in North America? 
A. About three hundred thoufand, from fix-

teen to fixty years of age *. 
~ What may be the amount of one year's 

imports into Penfylvania from Britain? 
A. I have been informed that our merchants 

compute the imports from Britain to be above 
soo,ooo!. 
~ What may be the amount of the produce 

of your province exported to Britain ? 
./1. It mufr be fmall, as we produce little that 

is wanted in Britaùz. 1 fuppofe it cannot ext:eed 
4o,ooo /. 

~ How then do you pay the balance ? 
A. The balance is paid by our produce car

ried to ~he Wefrlndies (and fold in our own iflands, 
or to the French, Spaniards, Danes, andDutch ;) 
by the fàme r produce J carried to other colonies 
in Nor th Atnerica, (as to New En gland, Nova 
Scotia, N ewfoundland, Carolina, and Georgi.a;) 
preventing their interference in the conduél of law bufinefs till 
chis change 11wuld be eifeéted- I t fee ms however to have been 
deemed roo precipitate, im mediately to extend this cl aufe to new
ly-conqu cn::d countries. An exemption therefore was granted, io. 
this p.aticu!.u, with refpeé1: to Can<J.ia and Grt·wda , for the fpace 
of five years, to be reckoned from the commencement of the duty. 
{See the Stamp Atl:. ) E . J 

• [S trn.ngers excluded, îome parts of the nor thern colonies double 
their nu mba s in fifteen or 1ixteen years ; to the fouthward they 
.:1re longer: but taking one with another, they have doubled by 
natu ral generation only, once in twen ty-five years . Penfylvania, 
I believe, iJJ~·Iuding Jirangers, ha:. doubled in about iixteen years.
Thc:: ca!cul <l llOn for Fcbr uary 1766, will no.~ then fuit l ?ï9• E.] 
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by the fame, carried to difTerent parts of Europe, 
(as Spain, Portugal, and Ital y.) In ali which 
places we receive either money, bill~ of exchange,. 
or commodities th at fuit for remittance to Britain1 
which, together with ail the profits an the induf~ 
try of our merchants and mariners, arifing in thofe 
circuitous voyages, and the freights made by 
their !hips; center finâ:lly in Britain to difcharge 
th<;! balance, and pay for Britilh marmfaé:tures 
continually ufed in the province, or fold to foreign
ers by our trad~rs. 

~ Have you beard of any difficulties lately 
laid on the Spanijh trade ? 

A. Y es, I have h~ard that it has been greatly 
obfiruÇled by forne new regulations; and by the 
Engliib men of war and çutters fiationed ali along 
the coafi: in America. 

~ Do you think jt rîght that America fhould 
be proteél:ed by this country, and pay no part of 
the expence ? 

./1. That is not the cafe. The colonies raifed, 
dothed, aQd paid, during the lafi war, near 
twenty-five thoufand men, and fpent many mil
}jons~ 
~ Were you not reim~urfed by parliament? 
A. We were only reimburfed, what, in your 

opinion, we had advanced beyond our proportion, 
or beyond what might reafonably be expeéted 
from us; and it was a very fmall part of what 
we fpent~ Pelifylvania, in ·parti cul ar, diiliJ.lrfed 
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about soo,oool. and the reimburfements, in the 
whole, dici not exceed 6o,ooo/. . 

.f(; Y ou have ù id th at y ou pa y he avy taxes in 
Penjjlvania; v. hat do they amount to in the 
pound? 

A. The tax on ail dh:es, real and perfonai, ' 
is eighteen pence in th~ pound, fully rated; and 
the tax on the profits of trades and profeffions, 

. with other taxes, do, I fuppoiè, make full 
half-a-cr0wn in the pound. 
~ Do you know any thing of the rate r!f ex.:. 

ebange -in Penjjlvania, and whether it 4as falleq 
Ja tely? . 

A. It is commonlv from one hundred and fe
venty to one .hundred and feventy-Eve . . I have 
beard that it b as fallen lat ly from one hundred 
and fe venty-five to one hundred fixty-two and a 
half; owing, I fuppofe, to their lefièning their 
orders for goods; and whc:n their de bts to this 
country are paid, I think the exchange will 
probably be at par. 

~ Do not you think the people of America 
would fubmit to pay the ftamp duty, if it was 
moderat. .. d ? 

A. No, nev~r, unlefs com pelled by force of 
arms. 

~ Ar~ not the taxes in Penfylvania laid on 
~neqL1~11y, in arder to burthen the Englifh trade; 
particularly the taxon profeffions and bu fi nefs? 
• 

A. n 
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A. lt is not more burthenfome in proportion, 
than the taxon lands. It is intended, and fup
pofed to take an equal proportion of profits. 

!t How is the affembly compofcd? Of what 
kinùs vf people are the mem bers ; landholders 
or traders? 

A. It is con1pofed of landholders, merchants, 
and artificers. 
~ Are not the majority landholders ? 
A. I believe they are. 
~ Do not they as much as poffible, fhift the 

tax off· from the land, to eafe that; and lay the 
burthen bea vier on trade ? 

A. I have ne ver underfiood i t fo. I never 
heard fuch a thing fuggefted. And indeed an 
attempt of that kind could anfwer no purpofe .• 
The merchant or trader is always ikilled in fi
gures, and ready with his pen and in k. If un
equal burthens are laid on his trade, he puts an 
additional priee on his goods; and the confu
mers, who are chiefly landholders, finally pay 
the greatefr part, if not the whole. 

5Z. What was the temper of Ameriça towards 
Great Britain bifore the year I 76 S ? * 

* [In the year 1733-' for the welfare and profpel'Ïty of our 
'fogar colonies in America,' and ' for remedying difcouragements 
' of planters ;' · duties were 'gi'Ven and granted' to George the 
Second upon ali rum, fpirits, molaffes, fyrups, Jugar, and paneles 
of foreign growth, produce, and manufaéture, imported into 0ur 
colonies. This regulation of trade, for .the benefit of the general 
empire was acquiefced in, notwithfl:anding the intr.oduétion of the 
novel terms • give a~d g1:ant.' But the aét, which was made only 
-for the term of live years, and had been fi·veral times renewed in 
.~he reign of George the Second, and once in the ;eign of George. th~ 

· S 4 T.lu.rd,; 
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A. The be ft in the world. They fubmitted 
wi lingly to the government ~f the crown, and 
paid, in all their courts, obed1ence to a~s of par
liament. N umerous as the people are 1n the fe
veral old provinces, they coft you nothing in forts, 
citadels, garrifons or armies, to keep ~hem in fub .. 
jeéhon. They were governed by thts country at 
the ex pence only of a little pen, ink, and paper .: 
They were l.ed by a thread. They bad not only 
a refpeét, but an affeétion for Great Britain; for 
its hiws, its cuftoms and manners; and even a 
fondnefs for its faibions, that greatly increafed the 

commerce. Natives of Britain were al ways treated 
with particular regard; to he an 0/d England-man 
was, of itfelf, a charaéter of forne re(peét, and 
gave a kind of rank e1mong us. 
~ And what is their temper now? 
A. 0, very tnuch altered. 

Third; was renewed again in the year 1763, in the reign of George 

theThird, and extmded to other (irticle.r, upon new and d tered gro;a;ds. 

It was fiated in the preamble to this aél, 'that it was expedient tha; 
c new provino:-: s and regulations !hould be ellablifhed for in:prn·ùzg 

c the re'Venue of this kingdam ;' ' th at it was j uft and necetTary that a 
c revenue fuould be raifed in America for defending, protcéting 

~ and fecuring the f:l.me ; ' ' and th.1t the corn mons of Great Britain 

~ •.... defi rous of making fome provifion ...... to~va:Js raijin~ 

c tke fai~ re'Venue ir.. America, have refo1vèd to gi,·e and grant to 

' hisMaJef1y the feyeral n:tes anddutieo: , &c.'-Mr.llfa:{duit, agent 

for Ma!fachufett's Bay, tells us that he w;;.s inftruéted in the follow

irrg terms to opp?fe Mr. Grenville's taxing fyfiem :_:' Y ou are to 

• remonfirate agamfi thefe meafures, and i.f poffible to obtain a re

' pea~ of the Sugar Aél, and prevent the impofition of any further 
' dut1es or taxes on the colpnies. Meafures will be taken that you 

' may be joi~1ed by ali the o~er agents. Bofton, June 14-, 1 ï64-.' 

. The quefiwn propo.fe? to Dr. Franklin allu_des to this Sugar ~q 
~n 1763. Dr.F1anklm sanfwerappears todeterve tf.e beft attention 
of the reader. E .] . 

. !Z; Did 
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~ Did you ever hear the ~uthority of parlia
ment to make laws for America queil:ioned till 
lately? 

A. The authority of parliament was allowed to 
be valid in ail laws, except fuch as iliould lay 
internal taxes. It was never difputed in laying 
duties to regulate com1nerce. 

~ ln what proportion bath population increafed 
in America? 

A. I think the inhabitants of ali the provinces 
together, taken at a medium, double in about 
twenty.:five years. But their demand for Briti!h 
man ufaétures increafes mu ch fa fier; as the con
fumption is not merely in proportion to their 
numbers, but grows with the growing abilities 
pf the fame numbers to pay for them. In r723, 
the whole importation from Britain toPenfylvania, 
was but about 1 5,ooo 1. fi:erling; it is now near 
half a million. 

~ In what Iight did the people of America 
ufe to con fi der the par lia ment of Great Britain ? . 

4. They confidered the parliament as the great 
bulwark and fecurity of their liberties and privi
leges, and always fpoke of it with the utmofi: re·· 
fpeét and v~neration. Arbitrary minifl:ers, they 
thought, might poffibly, at times, attempt to op- , 
prefs them; but they relied on it, that the par
liament on applicati~m, would always give redrefs. 
They remembered, with gratitude, a {hong in
fl:ance of this; when a bill was brought into par· 
}iament, with a claufe, to make ro1al in:fl:ruébons 

- , laws 
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laws in the colonies; which the houfe of commons 
\fould not pafs, and it was thrown out. 

!t And have they not fiill the fame refpeél: for 
parliament ? A. No ; it is grea tl y leffened. 
!t To what caufes is that owing ? 
A. To a concurrence of caufes; the reftraints 

lately laid on their trade, by which the bringing 
of foreign gold and fil ver into [\he] colonies was 
prevented; the prohibition of making paper-mo ... 
ney atnong themfelves *.; and then demanding 
a new and heavy tax by ftamps; taking away, 
at the fame time, trials by j uries, and refufing 
to receive and hear their humble petitions. 

~ Don't you think they would fubrrJit to the 
Stamp A~, if it was modified, the obnoxious 
parts taken out, and the duty reduced to forne 
particulars, of fmall moment? 

A. No; they will never fubmit to it. 

~ \ Vhat do you think is the reafon that the 
people in An1erica increafe fafter than in Eng~ 
land? 

A. Becaufe they rn arry younger, and more 
generally. 
~ W hyfo? 

· A. ~ecaufe any young couple that are induf ... 
t rions, may eafily obtain land of their own, on 
which they can raife a family f. 

* [Som8ofthe colonies have been reduced to the neceffity ofbar~ 
tering, from the want of a medium of traffic. See p. zo9. E.] 

t [SeeST'he ST'houghts 011 tbePtapli11g oj' Cozmtries, p. 1, &fifJ.-of 
othis colleétion . E .J 

~ Are 
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~ Are not the lower rank of people more at 

their eafe in Ameriça than in England ? 
A. They may be fo, if they are fober and 

diligent; as they are better paid for their labour. 

~ What is your opinion of a future tax, im

pofed on the fame principle with that of theStamp 

Aét; how would the Americans receive it? ' 

A . Juft as they do this. They would not 

pay it. 
- ~ Have not you beard of the refolutions ·of 

this houfe, and of the hou~e of Lords, afferting 

the right of parliament relating to America, in
duding a power to tax the people there ? 

A . Y es, I have beard of fuch refolutions. 
ft, What will be the opinion of the Americans 

on tho fe refol utions ? 
A. They will think them unconfritutional and 

unjuft. 

ft, Was it an opinion in America before r76 3; 
that the parliament bad no right to lay ta·xes and 

duties there ? 
A. I never beard any objeétion to the right of 

laying duties to regulate commerce; but a right 
to lay internai taxes was. never fuppofed to be in 

parliament, as we are not reprefented there. 

~ On what do you found your opinion, that 

the people in America tnade any fuch difl:iÏ1étion ? 
A. I know that whenever the fubjeét has oc

curred in converfation where I have been ptefent, 

it bas appeared to be the opinion of every one, that 

we çould no~ b~ taxed in a parliament where we 
were 
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were not reprefented. But the payment of duties 
laid by aét of parliament as r..egulations of com
merce, was never difputed. 
!t But can you name any aét of aifembly, or 

public aél: of any of your governments, that made 
fuch diftinétion ? 

A. I do not know that there was any; 1 think 
there was never an occafion to make any fuch aét, 
till now that you have attempted to tax us; that 
has occafioned re fol u ti ons of aifembl y, declaring 
the diftinétion; in which I think every aifembly 
on the continent, and every member in every 
aff'embly, have been unanimous. 
~ What then could occafion converfations on 

that fubjeét before that time? 
A. There was in 1754 a propofition made (I 

think i t came from bence) th at in cafe of a war, 
which was then apprehended, the governors of 
the colonies {hould meet, and arder the levying 
of troops, building of forts, and taking every 
other necetiary meafure for the general defence ; 
and iliould draw on the treafury here for the fums 
expended; which were afterwards to be raifed in 
the colonies by a general tax, to be laid on them 
by aû qf parliament. This occafioned a good deal 
of converfation on the fu bjeél:; and the general 
opinion was, that the parliament neither would 
nor could lay any tax on us, till we were duly 
reprefented in parliament; becaufe it was not juft, 
nor agreeable to the nature of an Englijb confl:i"" 
tution +· 

t [See p. 94, and p. 120 et feq. E.] 

~ Don't 
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~ Don't you know there was a time in New 
York, when it was under confideration to make 
an application to parliament to lay taxes on that 
colony, upon a deficiency arifing frotn the affem .. 
bly's refufing or negleéting to raife the neceifary 
fupplies for the fupport of the civil government? 

A. 1 ne ver heard of it. 
~ There was fuch an application under con

fideration in New York ;-and do you apprehend 
they could fuppofe the right of parliament to lay 
a tax in Arnerica was only local, and confined to 
the cafe of a deficiency in a particular colony, by 
a refufal of its affembly to raife the neceffary fup-
plies ? _ 

A. They could not fuppofe fuch a cafe, as 
that the affembly would not raife the neceffary 
fupplies to fupport its own government. An af
fembly that would refufe it muil: want common 
fenfe; which cannot be fuppofed.-I think there 
was never any fuch cafe at New York, and that 
it mufi: be a mifreprefentation, or the faét muft 
be mifunderftood. 1 know there have been forne 
attempts, by minifierial infi:ruétions from hence, 
to oblige the affemblies to fettle permanent fala
ries on governors, which they wifely refufed to 
do; but I believe no aifembly of New York, or 
any other colony, ever refufed duly to fupport 
government by proper allowances, from time to 
time, to public officers. 

~ But in cafe a governor, aél:ing by inftruc
tion, ihould cali on an affembly to raife the ne-

3 ceffary 
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ceffary fu pplies, and the affembly fhould refufe 
to doit; do you not think it would then be for 
the good of the people of the colony, as well as 
neceifary to government, that the parliament 
Jhould tax them ? 

A. I do not think it would be neceifary. If 
an aifembly could poffibly be fo abfurd as to re
fufe raifing the fupplies requifite for the main· 
tenance cf government among them) they could 
not long remain in fuch a fituation; the difor
ders and confufion occafioned by it muil: foon 
bring them to reafon. 
~ If it iliould not, ought not the right to be 

in Great Brz'tazn of applying a remedy? 
A. A rjght, only to be ufed in fuch a cafe, 1 

fhould have no objeétion to; fuppofing it to be 
ufed merely for the good of the people oj. the colony. 

~- But who is to j udge of that, Britain or 
the colony? 

A. Thofe that feel can beft judge. 

~ Y ou fay the colonies have al ways fubmitted 
to external taxes, and DbjeB: to the right of par
liament only in laying internai taxes; now can 
you ihew that there is any kind of dijf~>rence be
trzveen the two taxes to the colony on which they 
may be laid? 

A. I think the difference is very great. An 
external tax is a duty laid on coxnn1odities import· 
ed; that duty is added to the firft coft and other 
charges oh the commodity, and when it is offered 
to fale, makes a part of the priee. If the people 

do 
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do not like it at that priee; they refufe it; they 
are not obliged to pay it. But an interna./ tax is 
forced from the . people without their confent, if 
not laid by their own reprefentatives. The ftamp 
aét fays, we fhall have no commerce, make no 
exchange of property with each ether, neittier 
purchafe nor grant, nor recover debts; we fhall 
neither marry nor make our wills, unlefs we pay 
fuch and fuch fums; and thus it is intended to 
extort our money from us, or ruin us by the cou
fequences of refufing to pa y it. 

~- But fuppofing the internai tax or duty to 
be laid on the necefTaries of ]ife imported into 
your colon y, will not th at be the fame thing in 
its effeél:s as an internai tax ? 

A. I do not know a fingle article imported 
into the northern colonies, but what they can 
either do without, or rnake themfelves. 

~ Don't you think elath from England ab
folutely neceuary to them? 

A. No, by no means abfolutely neceifary; 
w~th indufl:ry and good management, they may 
very weil fupply themfelves with ali they want. 
~ Will it not take a long time to efi:abli!h that 

manufaél:ure among them; and muil: they not in 
the n1ean while fuffer greatly ? 

A. I think not. They have made a furprifing 
progrefs already. And I am of opinion, that be
fore their old clothes are worn out, they will have 
new ones of their own making. 

~ Can 
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~ Can they poffibly find woo] enough in North 
America? 

A. They have taken fieps to increafe the woo1. 
They entered into general CC?mbinations to eat no 
more lamb; and very few lambs were killed lall: 
year. This courfe perfifted in, will foon make a 
prodigious difference in the quantity of wool. 
And the ell:abliG1ing of great manufaétories, like 
thofe in the clothing towns here, is not neceffary, 
as it is where the bufinefs Ï\i to be carried on for 
the purpofes of trade. The people will ali fpin, 
and work for themfelves, in their own houfes. 
~ Can there be wool and manufaéture enough 

in one or two years ? 
A. In three years, I think, there may. 
~ Does not the feverity of the winter, in the 

northern colonies, occafion the wool to be of 
bad quality? 

A. No ; the wool is very fine and good. 
~ In the more fouthern colonies, as in Vir

gin ia, don't you know that the wool1s coarfe, and 
only a kind of haïr ? 

A. I don't know it. I never beard it. Yet 
I have been fometimes in Virginia. I cannat 
fay I ever took particular notice of the wool 
there, but l · believe it is good, though I cannat 
fpeak pofitively of it; But Virginia, and the co
lonies fou th of it, have lefs occafion for wool; 
their winters are iliort, and not verv fevere; and 

J 

they can very well clothe then1felves with linen 
and cotton of their own raifing for the reft of the 
year. 

~Are 
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~ Are not the people in the more northern 
colonies obliged to ~odder their ilieep all the 
winter? 

A. In forne of the mofi: northern colonies 
they may be obliged to do it, forne part of the 
win ter. 

~ Confidering the refolutions of parliament *, 
as to the right; do you think, if the fiamp aét 
is repealed, th at the Nor th Arnericans will- be 
fatisfied? 

A. I believe they will. 
~ Why do you think fo ? 
A. I think the refolutions of right will give 

them very little concern, if they are never at ... 
tempted to be carried into praB:ice. The colo
nies will probably confider themfelves in the 
fame fituation, in that refpeét, with Ireland; 
They know you daim the fame right with re
gard to Ireland, but you never exercife it. And 

. they may believe you never will exercife it in 
the colonies, any more than in Ireland; · unlefs 
on forne very extraordinary occafion. 
~ But who are to be the judges of that ex

traordinary occafion? Is not the parliament? 
A. Though the parliament may judge of the 

occafion; the peopJe will think it can never ex
ercife fuch right, till reprefentatives from the 
colonies are admitted into parliament; and that 
whenever the occafion arifes, reprefentatives wzïl 
be ordered. 

• (Aftel!Yards exprefi"ed in the Declarato']-Afl. E.] 
- T ~ Did 
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~ Did you never hear that Maryland, during 
the lafi: war, had refufed to furnifh a quota to
wards the comn1on defence ? 

A. Maryland has been much mifreprefented 
in that ' matter. Maryland, to my knowledge, 
never refufed to contribute, or grant aids to the 
crown. The affemblies every year, during the 
war, voted confiderable fums, and formed bills 

. to raife them. The bills were, according to the 
confiitution of that provihce, fent up to the coun
cil, or upper hou fe, for concurrence ; that they 
might be prefented to the governor, in order 
to be enaél:ed into laws. U nhappy difputes be
tween the two houfes-arifing from the defeéts 
of that confiitution principally, re9dered aU the 
bills but one or two abortive. The prr;prietary's 
c9uncil rejeél:ed them*· It is true, Maryland did 
not contribute its proportion; but it was, in my 
opinion, the fault of the government, not of 
the people. 
~ W as is not talked of in the other provinces 

as a proper meafure to apply to parliament to 
compel them ? 

A. I have beard fuch difcourfe; but as it was 
\vell known, that the people were not to biarne, 
no fuch application was ever made, nor any il:ep 
t:tken towards it. 

~· W as it not propofed at a public meeting ? 
A. Not that 1 know of. 

~ Do you remember the abolilhing of the 
paper currency in New En gland, by aét of af
ièmbly? 

* [See more under the head of Pro-vinâal Paptrs. E.] 
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A. 1 do remember its being abolifhed, in the 
Maffachufett's Bay. 
~ Was not Lieutenant Governor Hutchinfon 

principally concerned in that tranfaél:ion ? 
A. I have beard fo. 
~ Was it not at that time a very unpopular 

law? 
A. 1 believe it might, though 1 can fay little 

a?out it, as 1 lived at a difiance from that pro
VInce. 
~ W as not the fcardty if gold and ji/ver an 

argument ufed againfl: aboliiliing the paper? 
A. I fuppofe it was *· 
ft What is the _prefent opinion there of that 

law? ls it as unpopular as it was at firfi ? 
A. 1 think it is not. 

~ Have not infiruél:ions from bence been forne
times fent over to governors, highly oppreffive and 
unpolitical? 

A. Yes. 
~ Have not forne governors difpenfed with 

them for that reafon ? 
A. Y es;. 1 have beard fo. 

~ Did the Arnericans ever difpute the con
trouling power of parliament to regulate the 
commerce? 

A. No. 

§{_. Can any thing lefs than a military force 
carry the Stamp Aél: into execution ? 

~ [See the anfwer to the report of the board of trade, p. 207-9• E.] 

T~ A. I 
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A. I do not fee how· a military force can be 
applied to that purpofe. 
~ Why may it not? 
A. Suppofe a military force fent into America, 

they will fi nd nobody in arms; what are they 
then to do ? They cannot force a man to take 
ftamps who choofes ~o do without them. They 
will not find a rebellion: they may indeed make 
one. 

~ If the aét is not repealed, what do you 
think will be the confequences ? 

A. A total lofs of the refpeél: and affeétion 
the people of America bear to ·this country; and 
of ail the commerce that depends on that refpeét 
and affeétion. 
~ How can the commerce be affeél:ed ? 
A. Y ou will find, that if the aél: is not re

pealed, they will take very little of _your manu
faétures in a ihort time. 
~ Is it in their power to do without them? 
A. 1 think they tnay very weil do without 

them. 
~ Is it their interefi not to take them? 
A. The goods they take from Britain are 

either neceffaries, mere conveniences, or fuper
fluities. The firfr, as cloth, &c. with a little 
indufiry they can make at home; the fecond 
they can do without, till they are able to pro
vide thetn among themfelves; and the laft, 
which are much the greateft part, they will 
ll:rjke off immediately. They are mere articles 

of 
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of falhion; purchafed and confumed, becaufe 
the fafhion in a refpeél:ed country; but will now 
be detefte, and rejeél:ed. The people have al
ready firuck ofr: by general agreement, the ufe 
of all goods fafhionable in mournings ; and tna
ny thoufand pounds worth are fent back as un
faleable. 
~ Is it their interefi to make elath at home? 
A. I think they may at prefent get it cheaper 

from Britain, I mean of the fame finenefs and 
neatnefs of workman.lhip; but when one con.
fiders other circumfiances, the refiraints on their 
trade, and the difficulty of making remittances, 
it is their intereft to make every thing. 

~ Suppofe an aél: of internai regulation s 
conneél:ed with a tax, how would they receive 
it? 

A. I think it would be objeél:ed to. 
~ Then no regulation with a tax would be 

fubmitted to? 
A. Their opinion is, that when aids to the 

crown are wanted, . they are to be aiked of the 
-[everal afTemblies, according to the old efia
bliihed ufage.: who will, , as they al ways have 
done, grant them freely. And that their money 
ought not to be given away, without their con- · 
fent, by perfons at a difiance, unacquaintèd with 
their circumil:ances and abilities. The grant
ing aids to the crown, is the only means they 
have of recommending themfelves to their fa
vereign; and they think it extremely hard and 

T 3 unjufi, 
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unjufi, that a body of men, in which they have 
no reprefentatives, iliould make a merit to it
felf of giving and granting what is not its own, 
but theirs ; and deprive them of a right they 
efieem of the utmofi value and importance, as 
it is the fecurity of ail their other rights . 

~ But is not the pofi-office, which they have 
long received, a tax as weil as a regulation? 

A. No; the mo ney paid for the poftage of a 
letter is not of the nature of a tax; it is mere! Y' a 
quantum merztit for a fervice clone ; no perfon is 
compellable to pay the money, if he does not 
choofe to receive the fervice. , A man may ftill., 
as before the aél, fend his letter by a fervant, a 
fpecial meflènger, or a friend; if he thinks it 
cheaper and fafer. 
~ But do they not confider the regulations of 

· the pofi-office, by the aét of lafi year, as a tax ? 
A. By the regulations of la.i1: year the rate of 

poftage was generally abated near thirty per cent. 
through all America; ,they certainly cannot con
fider fuch abatement as a tax. 

~ If an excife was laid by parliament, which 
they might likewife avoid paying, by not con
fùming the articles excifed; would they then 
not objeét to it? 

A. They would certainly objeét to it, as an 
excife is unconncéted with any fervice clone, and 
is mere! y an ·aid; which they think ought to be 
afked of theil), and granted by them, if they are 
to pa y ~t; and can be granted for them by no 

ethers 
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others whatfoever, whom they have not impow

ered for that purpofe. 

~ You fay they do not objeB: to the right 

of padiament, in laying duties on goods to be 

paid on their importation; now, is there an-y 

kind of difference between a duty .on the ùn

portation of goods, and an excife on their con• 

jitmption? 
A. Y es ; a very mate rial one : an excife, for 

the reafons I have juil: mentioned, they thiHk ydu 

can have no right to lay within their country. 

But the fla is yours; you main tain, by your fleet~, · 

the fafety of navigation in it, and keep it clear of 

pirates; you may have therefore a natural and 

equitable right to forne toi! or duty on merchan

dizes carried through that part of your dominions, 

towards defraying the expence you are at, in ihips 

to maintain the fafety of that carriage. 
~ Does this reafoning hold in the cafe of a 

duty laid on the produce of their lands exported? 
And would they not then objeél: to fuch a duty? 

A. If it tended to n1ake the produce fo much 

dearer abroad as to leifen the demand for it, to be 

[ure they would objeét to fuch a duty; Not to your 

right of laying it; but they would corn plain of it 

as a burthen, and petition you to lighten it. 

~ ls not the duty paid on the tobacco exported, 

a duty of that kind ? . 
A. That, 1 think, is only on tobacco carried 

coaft-wife from one colony to another, and ap-
T 4 propriated 
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propriated as a fund for fupporting the college at 
Williamfuurgh, in Virginia.. _ 

~· Have not the aifemblies in the Weil: ln dies 
the fame natural rights with thofe inN orth Ame
rica? 

A. Undoubted1y. 
~ And is there not a tax laid there on their 

fugars exported? 
A. I am not much acquainted with the W eft 

Indies; but the · duty of four and a half per cent. 
on fugars exported, was, 1 believe, gra~ted by 
théir own affemblies * ? 

.!t How much is the poll-tax in yo.ur pro
vince laid on unmarried men? 

A. lt is, I think fifteen iliillings, to be pa'id 
by every fingle freeman, upwards of twenty-
one years old. · 
~ What is the annual amoùnt of al! the 

taxes in Penfylvania? 
:A. I fuppofe about 2o,ooo 1. fl:erling . . 

~ Suppofing the Stamp AB: continutd, and 
enforced, do you imagine. that ill-humour will 
induce the Americans to give as n1uch f~r worfe 
manufaétures of their own, and ufe them, pre-
ferably to better of ours? ·, 

A. Y es, I think fo~ People will payas free-
1y to gratify one paffion as another, their re-
fentmen t as their pride. . 
~ Would the people at Bofion difcontinue 

their trade ? A. The 
! [See the note to Lord Howe's letter to our author. E.] 
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A. The merchants are a verv fmall number 
compared with the body of the people, and mu!t 
difcontinue their trade, if nobody will buy their 
goods. -
~ What are the body of the people in the 

colonies? , 
A. They are farmers, huibandmen, or plan

ters. 
~ Would they fuffer the produce of their 

lands to rot ? 
A. No; but they would not raife fo mu ch. 

They would manufaélure more, and plow 
lefs. 

~ Would they live without the a~minifira
tion of jufiice in civil matters, and fuffer ali the 
inconveniencies of fuch a fituation for any con
fiderable time, rather than take the ftamps ;- fup
pofing the 1l:amps were proteéted by a fufficient 
force, where every one might have them? 

A. I think the fuppofition impraéticable, that 
the ftamps ihould be fo. proteéted as that every 
one might have them. The aét requires fub
difiributors to be appointed in every county 
town, difiriét, and village ; and they would be 
neceffary. But the principal difiributors, who 
were to have bad a confiderable profit on the 
whole, ~ave not thought it worth while to con
tinue io the office; and I think it impoffible to 
.find fub-diftributors fit to be trufied, who, for 
the trifling profit that mufi come to their ilia~e, 
would incur the odium, and run the hazard that 

would 
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would attend it; and if they could be found, r 
think it impraéticable to proteél: the framps in 
fo many diftant and remote places. 

ft But in places where they could be pro
teél:ed, would not the people ufe them rather 
than remain in fuch a fituation, unable to ob
tain any right, or recover, by law, any debt? 

A. It is hard to fay what they would do. I 
can only judge what ot4er people will think, 
and how they will aét, by what 1 feel within 
myfelf. 1 have a great m any debts due to me 
in America, and I bad rather they 1hould re
main unrecoverable by any law, than fubmit 
to the Stamp Aél:. They wjll be debts of ho
nour. It is my opinion the people will either 
continue in that fituation, or find forne way to 
extricate themfelves, perhaps by generally agree
ing to proceed in the courts without fiamps. 

~ What do you think a fufficient military 
force to proteét the dift:ribution of the ftamps in 
every part of America? 

A. A very great force; I can't fay what, if 
the difpoiîtion of America is for a general re
fiftance. 
~ What is the number of men in America 

ab e to ·bear arn1s, or of difciplined militia? 
A. There ~re, I f 'ppofe, at leaft-
[ ~œflion objeéied to. He withdrew. Ca/led in 

agat1 • • 

~ Is the American Stamp Aét an equal taxon 
the country ? 

A. 1 think not. ~ Why 

file:///ffuefiion
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~ Why fo? . 
A. The greateil: part of the money mufi a

rife from law-fuits for the recovery of debts ; 
and be paid by the lower fort of p~ople-, who-< 
were too poor eafily to pay their debts. It is 
therefore a heavy tax on the poor, and a tax 
upon them for being poor. 
~ But will not this increafe of expence be a 

n1eans of leifening the number of law-fuits? 
A. I think not; for as the cofi:s ali fall upon 

the debtor, and are to be paid by him, they would 
be no difcouragement to the creditor to bring his 
aétion. 
~ . Would it not have the effeét of exceffive 

ufury? 
A. Y es, as an oppreffion of the debtor. 

~ How many ihips are there laden annually 
in North America withjlax-feed for Ireland? 

A. I cannat fpeak to the number of iliips, but 
1 know that in 17 52, ten thoufand hoga1eads of 
flax-feed, each containing [even builiels, were 
exported from Philadelphia to Ireland. I fuppofe 
the quantity is greatly increafed fince that time; 
and it is underfi:ood that the exportation from 
New York is equal to that from Philadelphia. 
~ What becomes of the flax that grows with 

that flax-feed ? 
A. They manufaéture forne into coarfe, and 

forne into a middling kind of linen. 
~ Are there any jlttting-mzïls in America t ? 

t [i.e. Mills for the flitting of iron. E.] 
A. I 
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A. I think there are three, but 1 believe only 
one at prefent employed. I fuppofe they will all 
be fet to work, if the interruption of the trade 
continues. 
~ Are ther~ any fulling-mzïls there? 
A. A great many. 
~ Did you never hear that a great quantity of 

.flockings were contraéted for, for the army, during 
the war, and manufaétured in Philadelphia? 

A. 1 have beard fo. 

~ If the Stamp-Aét ihould be repealed, would 
not the Americans think they could oblige the par
liarnent to repeal every external tax-law ·now in 
force? 

A. It is hard to anfwer quefi:ions ofwhat people 
, at fuch a difiance will think. 
~ But what do you imagine they will think 

were the motives of repealing the aét? 
A. I fuppofe they will think that it was re

pealed from a conviétion of its inexpediency; and 
they will rely upon it, that while the fame inex
pediency fubfifts, you will never attempt to make 
fuch another. 
~ What do you mean by its inexpediency? 
A. I mean its inexpediency on feveral accounts? 

the poverty and inability of thofe who were to pay 
the tax; the general difcontent it has occafioned; 
and the impraéticability of enforcing it. 
~ If the aét ihould be repealed, and the legi

flature iliould ihew its refentment to the oppofers 
of the Stamp-Aét, would the colonies acquief~e 

1n 
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in the authority of the legiilature ? What is your 
opinion they would do? 

A. I don't doubt at ali, that if the legiilature 
repeal the Stamp-Aét, the colonies will acquiefce 
in the authority. ,. 

~ But if the legiilature iliould think fit t_o af
cer_tain its right to lay taxes, by any aél: 1aying a 
fmall tax, contrary to their opinion; would they 
fubmit to pay the tax ? 

A. The proceedings of the people in America 
·have been confidered too much together. The 
proceedings of the affemblies have been very dif
ferent from thofe of th~ mohs; and ihould be 
difi:inguiilied, as having no conneétion with each 
other. The qfjëmblies have only peaceably refolved 
what they take to be their rights: they have taken 
no meafures for oppofition by f0rce, they have not 
built a fort, raifed a man, or provided a grain of 
ammunition, in arder to fuch oppofition. The 
ring-leaders of riots they think ought to be pu
niihed; they would punifh them. themfelves, if 

. they could. Every fober, fenfible man would wiih 
to fee rioters puniihed, as otherwife peaceable 
people have no fecurity of perfon or eil:ate.-But 
as to an internai tax, how fmall foever, laid by 
the legiflature here on the people there, while 
they have no reprefentatives in this legi11ature, I 
think it will never be fubmitted to : they will op
pofe it to the laft.-They do not confider it as at 
ail necelfary for ·you to raife money on them by 
your taxes; becaufe they are, and al ways h ve 

1 been, 
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been, ready to raife m'oney by taxes among thent
felves, and to grant large fums, equal to their 
abilities; upon requifition from the crown. They 
have not only granted equal to their abilities; 
but, during aU the lafi: war, they granted far be
yond their abilities, and beyond their proportion 
with this country, (you yourfelves beingjudges,) 
to the amou nt of many hundred thoufand pounds; 
And this they did freely and readily, only on a 
fort .of pron1ife, from the fecretary of ftate, th at 
it ihould be recommended to parliament to make 
them· compenfation. It was accordingly recom
n1ended to parliament, in the mofi: honourable 
manner for them.-America bas been greatly 
mifreprefented and abufed here, in papers, and 
pamphlets, and fpeeches, as ungrateful, and 
unreafonable, and unjufi:; in having put this na
tion to immenfe expence for their defence, a:nd 
refufing to bear any part of that expence. The 
colonies raifed, paid, and clothed, near twenty
five thoufand men during the lafi: war; a num
ber equal to thofe fent from Britain, and far 
beyond their proportion; they went deeply into 
debt in doing this, and ali their taxes and efiates 
are mortgaged, for many years to come, for 
difè::harging that debt. Government here was at 
that time very fenfible of this. The colonies 
were recommended to parliament. Every year 
the King fent clown to the houfe a written mef
fag~ to this purpofe, 'That his Majefty, being 
' h1ghly fenfible of the zeal and vigour with 
' which his faithful fubjeéls in North Ame-

l ' rica 
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' rica had exerted themfelves, in defence of his 
' Majefty's juft rights and poffeffions ; recom
' n1ended it to the houfe to take the fame into 
' confideration, and enable him to give them a 
' proper compenfation.' You will find thofe 
meffages on your own journals every year of 
the war to the very laft ; and you did according
ly give 2oo,oool. annually to the crown, to be 
diftributed in fuch compenfation to the colonies. 
This is the ftrongeft of ali proofs that the colo
nies, far from being unwilling to bear a ihare of 
the burthen, did exceed their proportion; for 

· if they bad done lefs, or had only equalled their 
proportion, there would have been no room or 
reafon for compenfation.-Indeed the fums re
imburfed them, were by no means adequate to 
the expence they incurred beyond their propor
tion: but they never murmured at th at; they 
efteem their Sovereign's approbation of their 
zeal and fidelity, and the approbation of this 
houfe, far beyond any other kind of compen
fation; therefore there was no occafion for this 
aét, to force money from a willing people : 
they bad not refufed giving money for the pur
pifes of the aét; no requifition bad been made; 
th':Y were always willing and ready to do what 
could reafonably be expeéted from them, and in 
this light they wifh to be confidered. 

~ But fuppofe Great Britain fhould be en
. gaged in a warin Europe, would North Ame
rica contribute to the fupport of it? 

.A. I 
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A. I do think they would, as far as their cir
cumftances would permit. They confider them
felves as a part of the Britiili empire, and as 
having one common intereft with it: they may 
be looked on here as foreigners, but they do not 
confider themfelves as fuch. They are zealous 
for the honour and profperity of this nation ; 

, and, while they are weil ufed, will always be 
ready to fupport it, as far as their little power 
goes.--In 1739 they were called upon to affift 
in the expedition againft Carthagena, and they 
fent three thoufand men to join your army *· 
lt is true Carthagena is in Americ_a, but as re
mote from the northern colonies, as if it bad been 
in Europe. They make no difi:inétion of wars, 
as to their duty of affifiing in them.-1 know 
the lqfl rzvar is commonly fpoke of here as en
tered in to for the defence? or for the fake of the 
people in America. I think it is quite mifun
.derftood. .U began about the limits between 
·canada and Nova Scotia; about territories to 
which the crown indeed laid daim, but [ which J 
wcre not claimed by any Britifh co/ony; None 
of the lands had been granted to any colonifi; 
we had therefore no particular concern or intereft 
in that difpute.-As to the Ohio, the conte.ft 
there bégan about your right of trading in the 
lndi1n country, a right you had by the treaty 
of Utrecht, which the French infringed ; · they 

[* Admirai Vernon and General Wentworth commanded this 
ei'pedition ; with wh at fuccefs, is well known. E.] 

feized 
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feized the traders and their goods, \vhich were 
your manufaétures; they took a fort which a 
company of your merchants, and their faétors 
and correfponden ts, had ereéted the re, to fe cure 
that trade. Braddock was fent with an army 
to re-take th at fort ( which was looked on here 
as another incroachment on the King's territory) 
and to proteét your trade. It. was not till after 
his defeat th at the colonies were attacked *. 
They were before in perfeét peace with both 
French and Indians; the troops wer

1
e not there

fore fent for their defence.-The trade with the 
Indians, though carried on in America, is not 
an Amerù:an zntere)l. The people of America are 
chiefly farmers and planters; fcarce any thing that 
they raife or produce is an article of commerce 
with the Indians. The Indian trade is a Britijh 
z'ntere)l; it is carried on with Britia1 manufaétures, 
for the profit of Britiili merchants and manufac
turers ; therefore the war, as i t commenced for 
the defence of terri tories of the crown (the pro
perty of no American) and for the de fen ce of a 
trade purely Britiib, was really a Britifh war
and yet the people of America made no fcruple 
of contributing their utmofi: towards carrying 
it on, and bringing it to a happy conclufion. 

* [When this army was in the utmoft àiftrefs from the want of 
waggons, &c. our auth0r and his fon voluntarily traverfed the coun
try, in order to colleét a fufficient quantity; and they had zeal 
and addrefs enough to effeét th eir purpofe, upon pledging them
felves, to the amount of many thoufand pounds, for payment. It 
was but juft before Dr. Frankiin's laft return to America, that the 
accounts in this tranfaaion were paffed at home. E.] 

u ~Do 
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. ~ Do you think then that the taking poffeffioA 
of the King's territorial rights, and jlrengthening 
the frontùrs, is not an American interefi? 

A. Not particularly; but conjointly a Britiili 
and an American interefi. 
~ Y ou will not den y that the preceding war, 

the war with Spaz·n, was entered into for the fake 
of America ; was it not occajioned by captures mad~ 
in the American feas ? 

A. Y es; captures of iliips carrying on the Bri
tiili trade there with Britiih manufaél:ures. 

!t Was not the late war wùh the Indians,.finct' 
the peace wùh France, a war for America only ? 

A. Y es; it was more particularly for America 
than the f6rmer; but it was rather a confequence 
or remains of the former war, the Indians not 
having been thoroughly pacified; And the Ameri
cans bore by much the greatefi: iliare of the ex
pence. I t was put an end to by the ar my un der 
General Bouquet; there were not above three 
hundred regulars in that army, and above one 
thoufand Penfylvanians. 

!t Is it not neceffary to fend troops to America, 
to defend the Americans againft the Indians ? 

A. No, by no means; it never was neceifary. 
They defended themfelves when they were but an 
handful, and the Indians much n1ore numerous. 
They continually gained ground, and have driven 
the lndians over the mountains, without any troops 
fent to tpeir afiiftance from this country. And 
can it be thought neceifary now to fend troops for 

· ilie~ 
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their defence from thofe dimini!hed Indian tribes, 
when the colonies are become fo populous, and 
fo {hong? There is not the leafi occafion for it; 
they are very able to defend themfelves. 
~ Do you fay there were no more than three 

hundred regular troops ernployed in the late In
dian war? 

A. Not on the Ohio, or the frontiers of Pen
fylvania, which was the chief part of the war that 
a.ffeéted the colonies. There were garrifons at 
Niagara, . Fort Detroit, and thofe remote pofis 
kept for the fake of your trade ; I did not reckon 
them; but I believe that on the whole the number 
of Americans, or provincial troops, employed in 

' the war, was greater than that of the regulars. I 
am not certain, but I think fo. 

~ Do you think the aifemblies have a right to 
levy money on the fubjeél: there, to grant to the 
crown? 

A. I certainly think fo; they have always done 
. it. ' 
~ Are they acquainted with the declaration of 

rights? And do they know that, by that ilatute, 
money is not to be raifed on the fubjeét but by con-
fent of parliament? · 

A. They are very well acquainted with it. 
~ How then can they think they have a 

right to levy money for the crown, or for any 
other than local purpofes ? 

A. 'I hey underfiand th at claufe to relate to 
fubjeéts only within the realm; that no money 

U Z C~Hl 
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can be levied on them for the crown, but by _ 
confent of parliament. 'l'he colonies are not 
fuppofed to be within the realm; they have af
femblies of their own, which are their parliaments, 
and they are, in that refpeét, in the farne fituation 
with Ire/and. When money is to be raifed for 
the crown upon the fubjeét in Ire/and, or in the 
colonies; the confent is given in the parliament 
of Ireland, or in the affemblies of the colonies. 
They think the parliament of Great Britain can
nat properly give that confent, till it bas repre
fentatives from An1erica; for the petition of right 
exprefsly fays, it is to be by common confent Ùz par
Nament; and the people of America have no re
prefentatives in par liament, to make a part of 
that common confent. 

!t If the Stamp Aét !hould be repealed, and 
an aét ilwuld pafs, ordering the affemblies of 
the _colonies to indemnify the fufferers by the 
riots, would they obey it? 

A. That is a qudtion I cannot anfwer. 

~ Suppofe the King iliould require the co
lonies to grant a revenue, and the parliament 
lhould be againil their doing it; do they think 
they can grant a revenue to the King, wz.thaut 
the confent of the parliament of Great Britain? 

A. That is a deep queftion.-As 'to my own 
opinion, I !hould think myfelf at liberty to 
doit, and il1ould do it, if I liked the occafion. 

~ When 
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~ When rnoney has been raifed in the colo
nies, upon requifitions, has it not been granted 
ta the King? 

.A. Y es, al ways; but the requifitions have ge
nerally been for forne fervice expreffed, as to raiiè, 
cl othe, and pa y troops; and not for money only. 

~ If the aél: lhould pafs, req uiring the Ame
rican affemblies to make compenfation to the fuf
ferers, and they lhould difobey it; and then the 
parliament lhould, by another aél:, lay an internai 
tax ; would they then obey it ? 

.A. The people will pay no internai tax; and I 
think an aél: to oblige the affem blies to make com
penfation is unneceifary; for I am of opinion, that 
as foon as the prefent beats are abated, they will 
take the matter into confide\ation, and if it is right 
to be clone, they will doit of themfelves . 

~ 

~ Do not Ietters often come into the pofi-
offices in America, direél:ed to forne inland town 

) 

where no poil: goes? 
.A. Yes. 
~ Can any private perfon take up thofe let

ters, and carry them as direél:ed ? 
.A. Y es; any friend of the perfon may do it, 

paying the pofrage that has accrued. 
~ But rnuil: not he pay an additional poftage 

for the diil:ance to fuch inland town ? 
A. No. 
~ Can the poft-mafier anfwer delivering the 

letter, without being paid fuch additional pœ
tage ? 

u 3 A . Cc 
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A. Certainly he can demand nothing, where 
he does no fervice. 
~ Suppofe a perfon, being far from home, 

finds a letter in a po!l:-office direél:ed to him, 
and he lives in a place to which the poil: ge
nerally goes, and the letter is direél:ed to that 
place; will the poft-ma!l:er deliver him the let
ter, without his paying the pofl:age receivable 
at the place to w hi ch the let ter is direéted. 

A. Y es; the office cannat demand pofiage 
for a letter that it does not cany, or farther 
than it does carry it. 
~ Are not ferrymen in America obliged, 

by aét of parliament, to carry over the poils with
out pay? 

A. Yes. 
!t Is not this a tax on the ferrymen? 
A. They do not confider it as fuch, as they 

have an advantage from perfons travelling with 
the pofi *. 

~ If the Stamp-Aét !hould be repealed, and 
the crown fh ould make a requifition to the cela
nies for a fum of money, would they grant it? 

A. I believe they would. 
!Z, Why do you think fo? 
A. I can fpeak for the colony I live in; I 

had it in injlruélz'on from the aifembly to af
fure the minifiry, that as they always had clone, 
[o they 1bould always think it their duty, to 
grant fuch aids to the crown as were fuitable to 
their circumfiances and abilities; whenever cali-

• [The feveral perfons travelling together, make Olle trouble. E.] 
ed 
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ed upon for that purpofe, in the ufual confii
tutional manner; and I had the honour of com
municating this in!l:ruét:ion to that honourable 
gentleman th en minifier *. 
~ W ould they do this for a Britijh con cern ; 

as fuppofe a war in forne part of Europe, that 
did not affeét: them ? 

A. Yes, for any thing that concerned the 
general intere!l:. They confider themfelves· as 
part of the whole. 

~ What is the ufual confi:itutional manner-of 
calling on the colonies for aids ? 

A. A letter from the fecretary of fi:ate. 

* [ I take the following to be the hifl:ory of this tranfaétion. 
Until 1763, and the years following, whenever Great Britain 

wanted fupplies direétly from the colonies, the fecretary of fl:ate, in 
his Majeil:y's name, fent them a letter of requiiition, in which the 
occaiion for the fupplies was expreffed; and the colonies returned a 
free-gift, the mode oflevying which they wholly prefcribed. At this 
period, a chancellor of the exchequer, (Mr. George Grenville) fl:eps 
forth and fays to the hou fe of commons-We mujl cali for money from 
the colonies in the cway of a tax;- and to the colon y-agents, cwrite. tr; 
your fiveral colonies; and ttll them, if they tiijlike a duty upon fl:amps, 
and prifer atry other method ofraifing the monry tbemfilvn, 1 )bali beron
tent, provided the amount !Je 6ut raifed. ' That is,' obferved the colo
nies, when commenting upon his terms, 'if we will not tax ourfelves, 
' as cwe may be direéled, the parliament will tax us.'-Dr Franklin's 
infl:ruétîons, fpoken of above, related to this gracious option.-As 
the colonies could not choofe ' another tax,' while they difclaimed 
eruery tax; the parliament paffed the Stamp-Aét. 

It fee ms that the only part of the offer which bore a fhew of faveur, 
was the grant of the modq of levying,-and this was the only circum
ftance which was not new. 

See Mr. Mauduit's account of Mr. Grenville's conference with 
the agents, confirmed by the agents for Georgia and Virginia; and 
Mr. Burke'$ fpeech in 1774, p. 55· E.J 

U 4 ~ Is 
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~ Is this all you mean; a let ter fro1n the fe .. 
cretary of fi:ate? 

A. I mean the ufual way of requilition; in a 
circular letter frum the fecretary o( frate, by his 
Majefiy's command; reciting the occaûon, and 
recommending it to the colonies- to grant fuch 
aids a~ became their loyalty, and were fuitable 
to their abilities. 
~ Did the fecretary of frate ever write for 

money for the crown ? · 
.A. The requifitions have been to raife, clothe 

and pay med, ~hich Cëdlnot be donc without 
money. 

5t · W ould they grant money -alone, if called 
on? · 

A, In n1y opinion they would, money as well 
as men; when they have money, or can make it. 

~ If the parliament iliould repeal the Stamp-
Ad, will the aifembly of Penfylvania refcind their 
refolutions ? 

A. ·r think not. 

~ Befo're there was any thought of the Stamp
Aét, did they wiili for a reprefentation in parlia
tnent ? 

A. No. 

~ Don't you know that there is, in the Pen
fylvania charter, an e.·prefs reièrvation of the right 
of parli am,;nt to lay taxes the_re? 

A. J kn Jw tLere is a claufe in the charter, by 
which the King grarits that he Will levy no taxes 

on 
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on the inhabitants, unlefs it be with the confent 
of the aifembly, or by aét of parliament. 

~- How then could the a:ffembly of Penfylvania 
a:ffert, that laying a taxon them by the Stamp-Atl: 
was an infringem~nt of their rights ? 

A. They underfiand it th us : By the fame char
ter, and otherwife, they are intitled to all the pri
vileges ana 1iberties of Englifhmen : they .find in 
the great charters, and the petition and declaration 
of r~ght s, that one of the privileges of Engli.fh fub
jeér " s, th at they are not to be taxed but by their 
commr;n corljènt; they have therefore relied upon 
it, trutn {he fi rfi fet t1ement of the province, that 
the parliarnent never would, nor could, by colour 
of t.hat clau fe w the charter, aifume a right of tax
ing them, tzll it n ad qualified itfelf to exercife 
fuch right; by adtru ri cg reprefentatives from the 
people to be taxed, who ought to rnake a part of 
that con1mon conf~nt . · 
~ Are the re an y words in the charter that j uf

tify that confl:ruthon ? 
A . The corn mon rights of Engliilimen, as de

clared by Magna Char ta, and the peti tion of right; 
ali j ufi ify i t. 

st Does the difl:inétion between interpal and 
external taxes exifi in the words of the charter ? 

A . No, 1 believe not.· 
~ Then may they not, by the fame interpre

tation, objeét to the parliament's right of external 
taxation ? 

A. 1 hey never have hitherto. Many argu
~ents have been late~y ufed here ·to ihew them 

that · 
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that there is no difference, and that if you have 
no right to tax them internally, you have none to 
tax thern externally, or make any other law to 
bind them. At prefent they do not reafon fo; 
but in time they may poilibly be convinced by 
thefe arguments. 
~ Do not the refolutions of the Penfylvania 

aifembly fay-all taxes ? 
A. If they do, they mean only internai taxes; 

the fame words have not al ways the fame meaning 
here and in the colonies. By taxes they mean in
te"rnal taxes; by duties they mean cufi:oms; Thefe 
are thç:ir ideas of the language. 

~ Have you not feen the refolutions of th~ 
Maffachufett's Bay affembly? 

A. I have. 
~ Do they not fay, that neither external 

nor internai taxes can be laid on them by par
liament? 

A. I don't know that they do; I believe 
not. 
~ If the fame colony fhould fay neither tax 

nor impofition could be laid, does not that pro
vince hold the power of parliament can lay 
neither? 

A. I fuppofe that by the word impofition, 
they do not intend to exprefs duties to be laid 
on goods imported, as regulations if.commerce. 

~ What can the colonies mean then by im
poiltion as difi:inét from taxes? .. . 

A. They 
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A. They may mean many things; as im
preffing of men, or of carriages, quartering 
troops on private houfes, and the like; there 
may be great impofitions that are not properly 
taxes. 

~ Is not the pofi-office rate an internai tax 
laid by afr of parliarnent? 

A. I have anfwered that. 

~ Are all parts of the colonies equally able 
to pay taxes ? 

A . N o, certainly; the frontier parts, which 
have been ravaged by the enemy, are greatly 
difabled by that means; and therefore, in fuch 
cafes, are ufually favoured in our tax-laws. 

~ Can we, at this difi:ance, be competent 
judges of what favours are neceifary? 

A . The parliament have fuppofed it, by 
claiming a right to make tax-l~~s for America: 
1 think it impoffible. ; 

~ W ould the repeal of the Stamp-Aél be 
any difcouragement of your manufaél:ures ? Will 
the people that have begun to manufaélure de
cline it ? 

A. Y es, I think they will; efpecially if, at 
the fame time, the trade is opened again, fo 
that remittances can be eafily made. I have 
known feveral infi:ances that make it probable. 
In the war before lafi:, tobacco being law, and 
making little remittance, the people of Virginia 
went generally into family-1nanufaétures. Af-

terwards, 
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terwards; when tohacco bore a better priee, 
they returned to the ufe of Briti.fh manufac
tures . . So fulling-mills were very much difufed 
in the lafi warin Penfylvania, becaufe bills were 
then plenty, and remittances could eafily be 
r.nade to Britain for Englilh cloth and other goods. 

~ If the Stamp-Aétiliould be repealed, would 
1t induce the afièmblies of America to acknow
ledge the rights of parliament to tax them, and 
would they erafe their refoluti.ons? 

A. 1~ o, never. 
!t Is there no roeans of obliging them to erafe 

tho fe refol u ti ons ? 
A. None that I know of; they will never do 

it, unlefs compelled by force of arms. 
~ Is there a power on earth that can force 

them to erafe them ?-
A. No power, how great foever, can force men 

to change their opinions. 

~ Do they confider the poil-office as a tax, 
or as a regulation ? 

A. Not as a tax, but as a regulation and con
veniency; every q/fembly encouraged it, and fup
ported it in its infancy, by grants of money, which 
they would not otherwife have do ne; and the 
people have always paid the pofi:age. 

!t:, \Vhen did you receive the inftruétions you 
men tioned * ? 

A. I brought them with n1e, when I came to 
England, about fifteen months fince. 

* [See p. 29f· E.] 
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~ When did you communicate that infiruél:ion 
to the minifier ? 

A. Saon after my arrival,-while the fiamping 
of America was under confideration, and before 
the bill was brought in. 

§(,; Would it be mofl: for the interefl: of Great 
Britain, to employ the hands of Virginia in to· 
bacco, or in manufaél:ures ? 

A. In tobacco, to be fure. 

~ What ufed to be the pride of the Americans? 
A. To indulge in the failiions and manufaétures 

of Great Britain. · 
~ What is now their pride ? 
A. To wear their old clothes over again, till 

they can make new ones. 

Withdrew. 
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'fo Dr. FR AN K LIN*· 

Dear S 1 R, Nov. 21, 1769. 

'JN the many converfations we have had together · 
about our prefent difputes with North America, 

we perfeétly agreed in wiihing they may be 
brought to a fpeedy and happy conclufion. How 
this is to be clone, is not fo eafily afcertained. 

:fwo objeéls, 1 hun1bly apprehend, his Majefry's 
fervants have now in contemplation. 1ft. Tore
lieve the colonies from the taxes complained of, 
which they certainly had no band in impofing. 
2dly, To preferve the honour, the dignity, and 
the fu premacy of the Briti!h legiilature over all 
his Majefry's dominions. 

As 1 know your fingular knowledge of the fub
jeét in quefrion, and am as full y convinced of your 
cordial attachment to his Majefi:y, and your fincere 
defire to promote the happinefs equally of ali his 
fubjeéts; 1 beg you would in your own clear, brief, 
and explicit n1anner, fend rne an anf wer to the 
following quefi:ions: I n1ake this requeil: now, be
caufe this matter i~ of the utmoft importance, and 
muft very quickly be agitated. And 1 doit with 

• [ Thefe letters have often been copied into our public prints. 
-Mr. Strahan, the correfpondent, is prin ter to the King, and now 
repr~fentative in parliament for Malmfbury in Wiltflure. An inti~ 
macy of long ftanding had fubfill:ed between him and. Dr. Franklin. 
E.J 

the 
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the more freedom, as you know me and my mo
tives too weil to entertain the mofi: remote fufpi
cion that 1 will make an improper ufe of any in
formation you iliall hereby convey to me. 

1ft. Will not a repeal of aU the duties ( that 011 

tea excepted, which was before paid here on ex
portation, and of courfe no new impofition) full y 
fatisfy the colonifts *? If you anfwer in the ne
gative, 

2d. Y our reafons for that opinion ? 
3d. Do you think the only effeétual way of 

compofing the prefent differences, is to put the 
Americans precifely in the fituation they were in 
~efore the .P~fling of the late Stamp-Aét ?-If that 
IS your optmon, 

4th. Y our reafons for that opinion ? 
sth. If this lafi: method is deemed by the le

giflature, and his Majefty's minifi:ers, to be re
pugnant to their duty, as guardians of the juil: 

* [In the year 1767, for the exprefs purpofe of raiiing a revenue 
in America; glafs, red-lead, white-lead, painters colours, paper. 
and tea (which laft article was fubjeét to various home-impoiitions) 
became charged by aét of parliament, with new permanent duties 
payable in the American ports. Soon after, in the fame feffions, {the 
Eaft India Company promiiing indemnification for the experiment,) 
a temporary alteration was made with refpeét to the home cuftoms or 
excife upon certain teas ; in the hope that a deduétion in the nominal 
impofition, by producing a more extendedconfumption, would give 
an increafed fum to the exchequer. Mr. Strahan, comparing only 
the amounts of the impofed American duty, and the deduéted home
dury, determines that the Americans had fuffered no new impoiition. 
The Americans, it feems, thought otherwife. Had we eftablifhed 
this precedent for a revenue, we thought we had every thing to hope; 
yet we affeét furprife, when the colonies avoided an acquiefcence, 
which by parity of reafoning gave them every thing to fear. E .] 

rights 
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rights of the crown and of their fellow-fubjeél:s; 
can you fuggeft any other way of terminating 
thefe difputes confiil:ent with the ideas of j uil:ice 
and propriety conceived by the King's fubjeéts 
on bath fides of the Atlantic? 

6th. And if this method was aétually followed, 
do you not think it would aél:ually encourage the 
violent and faél:ious part of the colonifl:s to aim at 
{till farther conceffions from the mother-country? 

7th. If they are relieved in part only, what do 
you, as a reafonable and difpaffionate man, and an 
eq ual friend to bath fides, imagine will be the 
probable confequences ? 

The anfwers to thefe quefl:ions, I humbly con
ceive, will include ail the information I want; 
and I beg you will favour me with them as faon 
as may be. Every well-wilher to the peace and 
profperity of the Britiib empire, and every friend 
to our truly-happy confiitution, mufl: be defirous 
of feeing even the moft trivial caufes of diifen
iion among our fellow-fubjeél:s removed. Our 
domeitic fquabbles, in my mind, are nothin~ 
to what I am fpeaking of. This you know much 
better than I do, and therefore I need add no- · 
thing farther to recommend this fubjeét to your 
ferions con1Jderation. I am, \Vith the mofi cor
dial efieem and attachmènt, dear Sir, your faith
fui and affeétionate humble Servant, 

w. s. 

'the 
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'l'he A N S W E R. 

Dear S 1 R, Cr aven Street; Nov. 29, 1769. 

BEING juil: returned to town from a little 
excurfion, 1 find yours of the 21 il:, containing a 
number of queries that would require a pam .. 
phlet to anfwer them fully. Y ou, however, de
fire only brief anfwers, which I !hall endeavour 
to give. 

Previous to your queries, you tell me, that 
c you apprehend his Majefl:y's fervants have now 
' in contemplation, dl:. to relieve the colonifl:s 
' from the taxes complained .of; 2. to preferve 
' the honour, the dignity, and the fupremacy 
' of the Britiih legi.ilature over all his Majefiy's 
• dominions.' I hope your information is good : 
and that what you fuppofe to be in contemplation, 
will be carried into execution, by repealing aU 
the laws that have been made for raifing a revenue 
in America by authority of parliament without 
the confent of the people there. The honour and 
dignity of the Britifh legiflature will not be hurt 
by fuch an aB: of juil:ice and wifdom. The wifeft 
councils are liable to be mifled, efpecia1ly in mat
ters remote from their infpeétion. It is the per
fifiing in an error, ·not the correébng it, that 
leifens the honour of any man or body of men. 
The fupremacy of that legi.ilature, I believe, 
will be befi preferved by making a very fparing 

X u[t; 



306 Qgeries from Mr. STRAHAN, 

ufe of it; never but for the evident good of the 
colonies themfelves, or of the whole Briti1h em
pire; never for the partial advantage of Britain 
to their prejudice. By fu ch prudent conduét, 1 
imagine th at fu premacy ma y be gr ad uall y firength
ened, and in time fully eftablifhed; but other
wife, I apprehend it will be difputed, and loft 
in the difpute. At prefent the colonies confent 
and fubmit to it, for the regulations of general 
commerce; but a fubmiffion to aéts of parliament 
was no part of théir original confiitution-. Our for
mer kings governed their colonies as they had 
governed their dominions in France, without the 
participation of Britiili parliaments. The par
liameht of En gland never prefumed to interfere in 
th at prerogative till the ti me of the great rebellion, 
when they ufurped the government of all the 
King's other dominions, Ireland, Scotland, &c. 
The colonies that held for the King, they con
quered by force of arms, and governed after
wards as conquered countries : b ut N ew Eng
land having not oppofed the parliament, was con
fidered and treated as a fifier-kingdom in amity 
with Enghnd (as appears by the Journals, March 
·Jo, 1642.) 

I fi. ' Will not a repeal of ail the duties 
' (th at on tea excepted, which v.ras before paid 
' here on exportation, and of courfe no ne w im
' pofi tion) full y fatisfy the colonifl:s ?' 

A njiver, l think not. 
2d. ' Y our reafons for that opinion ?' 
A . Becaufe it is not the fum paid in that 'du

ty on tea that is complained of as a burden, but 
the 
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the principle of the àét expreffed ih the pre
amble; viz. That thofe duties were laid for the 
better fupport of government, and the adminif
tration of jufl:ice in the colonies·*. This the co· 
lonifts think unneceifary, unjuft; and danger
ous to their mofi: important rights. Unnecdfary, 
becaufe in ail the colonies ( two or three new 
ones excepted t) government and the admi-nif- · 
tration of jufiice were, and always bad been, 
weil fupported without any charge to Britain : 
unju.ft, as it has made fuch colonies liable to pay 
fuch charge for others t in which they bad no 
concern or interefi:: dangerous, as fuch mode 
of raifing money for thofe purpofes tended to ren
der their affemblies ufelefs; for if a revenue could 
be raifed in the colonies for ali the purpofes of 
government by aét of parliament, without grants 
from the people there, governors, who do not 
generally love affemblies, would never call them: 
they would be laid afide; and when nothing 
iliould depend on the people's good-will to go
vernment, their rights would be trampled on; 
they would be treated with contempt.-Another 
reafàn why I think they would not be fatisfied 
with fuch a partial repeal, is, that their agree-

* [' Men may lofe little property• by an aét which tabs away 
' ali their freedom. When a man is robbed of a trifle on the 
c highway, it is not the two-pence loft that makes the capital out
' .rage.' ' Would twenty fhillings have ruined Mr. Hampden's 
' fortune? No! but the payment of half twenty fhillings, on the 
' principle it was demanded, would have made him a flave.' See 
Mr. Burke's fpeechesin 1774and •775· E.] 

[ t Nova Scotia, Georgia, the Floridas, and Canada. E.] 
X 2 ments 
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ments not to i1nport till the - repeal takes place, 
include the whole; which ihews that they objeél: 
to the whole; and thofe agreements will continue 
binding on them, if the whole is not repealed. 

3d. ' Do you think the only effeétual way of 
' compofing the prefent differences, is to put the 
' Americans precifely in the fituation they were in 
' bef ore the paffing of the la te ftam p-aét ? ' 

A. I think fo. 
4th. ' Y our reafons for that opinion ? ' 
A. Other methods have been tried. They have 

been rebuked in angry letters. Their petitions 
have been refufed or rejetl:ed by parliament. They 
have been threatened with the puniihments of 
treafon by refolves of both houfes. Their affem
blies have been diifolved, and troops have been 
fent among them: But ali thefe ways have only 
exafperated their minds and widened the breach. 
Their agreements ta ufe no more Britiih manu
faétures have been frrengthened; and thefe mea
fures, infread of compofing differences, and pro
rnoting a good 'correfpondence, have almoft anni
hilated your commerce with thofe countries, and 
greatly endanger the national peace and general 
wei fare. 

sth. ' If this laft method is deemed by the 
' legiflature and his Majefry's minifrers to be re
' pugnant to their duty as guardians of the juft 
' rights of the crown, and of their fellow-fub
' jetl:s; can you fuggefi: any other way of termi-. 
' nating thefe difputes, confiftent with the ideas 
' of jufi:ice and propriety conceived by the Kin~'s 
' fubjeéts on 6oth fides the Atlantic? ~ 
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A. 1 do not fee how th at method can be deemed 
repugnant to the rights of the crown. If th_e 
Americans are put into their former fituation, it 
muft be by an aét of parliament; in the paffing of 
which by the King, the rights of the crown are 
exercifed, not infringed. It is indifferent to the 
crown, whether the aids received from America 
are granted by parliament here, or by the aifem- . 
blies there, provided the quantum be the fame; 
and it is rn y opinion, th at more will be generally 
granted there voluntarily, than can ever be ex
aéted or colleéted from thence by authority of 
parliament.-As to the rights of fellow- fubjeél:s 
(I fuppofe you mean tbe people of Britain) I can
nat conceive how thofe will be infringed by that 
method. They will ftill enjoy the right of grant
iqg their own money, and may .fiill, if it pleafes 
them, keep up their daim to the right of grant
ing ours; a right they can never exercife proper1y, 
for want of a fufficient knowledge of us, our cir
cumfian·ces and abilities ( to fay nothing of the 
little likelihood there is that we lhould ever fub
mit to it) therefore a right that can be of no good 
ufe to them; and we thall continue to enjoy in 
faél: the right of granting our money, with the 
opinion now univerfally prevailing among us, that 
we are free fubjetts of the King, and that fellow:. 
fubjeéts of one part of his dominions are not fove
reigns over fellow-fubjeéts in any other part.-If 
the fubjeéts on the different fides of the Atlantic 
have different and oppofite ideas of "jufiice and 

X 3 " pro-
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" propriety ," no one " method" can poffibly 
be confifient with both. The bell: will be, to 
let each enjoy their own opinions, without difiur
bing them, when they do not interfere with the 
common good. 

6th. ' And if this method were aél:ually al
'. lowed, do y ou not thi nk i t would encourage 
~ the violent and faétious part of the colonill:s 
~ to· aim at fiill far th er conce.ffions frotn the mo
' ther-country ?' 

.A. I do not think it would. There may be 
a few among them that deferve the !lame of fac
tious and violent, as there are in all co un tries; 
but thefe would have little in fluence, if the great 
n1ajority of fober reafonable people were fatisfied. 
If any co]ony iliould happen to think that forne 
of your regulations of trade are inconvenient to 
the general interefc of the empire, or prejudicial 
to them without being beneficiai to you; they 
will fiate thefe matters to parliament in petitions 
as heretofore; but will, 1 believe, take no vio
lent fteps to obtain- what they may hope for in 
time from the wifdom of government here. I know 
of nothing elfe they can have in view: the notion 
that prevails here of their being defirous to fet up 
a kingdmn or commonwealth of their own, is~ 
to my certain knowledge, entirely groundlefs. 
1 therefore think, that on a total repeal of ali du
ties, laid exprefsly 1 for the purpoiè of raifing a 
revenue on the people of An1erica, without their 
çonfent, the prefen~ uneafinefs would . fubfid~; 

the 
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the agreements not to import would be diifolved; 
and the commerce flouriih as heretofore ;-and ~ 
am confirmed in this fen timen t by all the letters 
I have received from America, and by the opinions 
of ali the fenfible people who have lately come 
from thence, crown-officers excepted. I know, 
indeed, that the people of Bofton are grievoufly 
offended by the quartering of troops among them, 
-as they think, contrary to law; apd are very 
angry with the Board of Commiffioners who have 
calumniated them to government; -but as I 
fuppofe the withdrawing of thofe troops may be 
a confequence of reconciliating meafures taking 
place ; and that the commiffion alfo will be either 
diffolved if found ufelefs, or filled with more 
tempera te and prudent men, if fiill deemed ufeful 
and neceffary ; I do not imagine thefe particulars 
would prevent a return of the harmony fo much 
to be wifhed *. 

• ['The oppofition [to Lord Rockingham's adminifiration J' fays 
Lord Chefierfield, ' are for taking vigorous, as they call them, but 
' I call them violent meafures ; not lefs th an les dragonadu; and to 
' have the tax colleél:ed by the troops we have there. For my part, 
' I n€ver faw a froward child mended by whipping: and I would not 
' have the mother become a fiep-mother.' Letter, No. 360. 

'Is it a certain maxim,' pleads Mr. Burke, ' that the fewer caufes 
' of diifatisfaél:ion are left by government, the more the fubjeél: will 
' be inclined to refifi and rebel ? ' ' I confefs I do not feel the leaft 
' alarm from the difcontents which are to arife from puttn1g people 
' at their eafe. Nor do I apprehend the defiruél:ion of this empire; 
' from giving, by an aél: of free grace and indulgence, to two mil
' lions of my fellow-citizens, forne {hare of thofe rights, upon which 
' 1 have alw3y~ been taught to -value myfelf/ Speeches in 177 4 
and I77S· E.J 
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7th. ' If t~ey are relieved in part only~ whit 
' do you, as a reafonable and difpaffionate man, 
' and an equal friend to both fides, imàgine 
' will be the probable confequence ?' 

A. I imagine, that repealing the offenfive du
ties in part will anfwer no end · to this country; 
the commerce will remain obftruéted, and the 
Americans go on with their fchemes of fruga
lity, induftry, and manufaél:ures, to their own 
great advantage. How much that may tend to 
the prejudice of Britain, I cannet fay; per
haps not fo much 2.s forne apprehend, fince !be 
may in time find new markets*· But 1 think, 
if the union of the two countrie$ continues to 
fubfift, it will not h urt the general intereft; for 
whatever wealth Britain lofes by the failing of 
its trade with the colonies, America will gain; 
and the crown will receive egual aids from its 
fubjeéts upon the whole, if not greater. 

And now I have anfwercd y our q udl:ions as to 
what may be, in my opinion, the conièquences of 
this or that fuppofed meafure; I will go a lit
tle further, and tell you what I fear is more like
ly to come to pafs in reality. I apprehend that 
the n1iniftry, at leaft the American part of it, 
being full y per{uaded of the right of parliament; 
think it ought to be enforced, \vhatever may be. 
the confeq uences ; and at the fame titpe do not 
believe, there is even now any abate~ment of the 

• [Need I, at this period of the work point out marks of our 
author•s candor and forefight? E.] 

trade 
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trade between the two countrie~ on account of 
thefe difputes; or that if there is, it is fmall, and 
cannot long continue. They are affured by the 
crown-officers in America, that man\}faélures are 
impoffible there; that the difcontented are few, 
and perfons of little confequence; that almoft ali 
the people of property and importance are fatisfied, 
and difpofed to fubmit quietly to the taxing power 
of parliament ; and that, if the revenue-aél:s are 
continued, and thofe duties only that are called 
anti-commercial be repealed, and others perhaps 
laid in their ftead; J1ower ere long will be patient
ly fubmitted to, and the agreements not to import 
be broken, when they are found to produce no 
change of meafures here. From thefe and fimi
lar mifinformations, which feem to be credited, 
I think it likely that no thorough redrefs of gr4:
vances will be a:tforded to America this Seffion. 
This may inflame matters ftill more in that coun
try; farther ralh meafures there, may create more 
refentment here; that may produce not mereJy 
ill-advifed diff'olutions of their aff'emblies, as lafi: 
year, but attempts to diifolve their confiitution *; 
more troops may be fent over, which will create 
more uneafinefs; to juftify the meafures of govern
ment, your writers will revile the Americans in 
your newfpapers, as they have already begun to 
do; treating them as mifcreants, rogues, daf
tards, rebels, &c. to alienate the minds of the 
people here from tkem, and which will tend 

• [This was afterwa,rds attempted by the Britilh legillature, in 
the cafe of the Mafi"achufett's Bay province. E. J 

farther 
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farther to diminiih their affeétions to this country. 
Poffibly too, forne of the.ir:warm pi}triots may be 
diftraéted enough to expofe themf~lves by forne 
mad aétion td be fent for hither; and government 
here be indifcreet enough to bang them, on the 
aét of Henry VIII f. Mutual provocatiol}S will 
thus go on to complete the feparation; and infiead 
of that cordial affeétion that once and fo long ex
ified, and that harmony fo fuitable to the circum
.fiances, and fo neceifary to the happinefs, firength, 
fafety, and welfare of both countries; an impla
cable malice and mutual hatred, fuch as we now 
fee fubfifiing between the Spaniards and Portu
guefe, the Genoefe and Corficans, from the fame 
original mifconduét in the fuperior governments, 
will take place: the famenefs of nation, the fimi
larity of religion, manners, and language, not 
in the ]eafi preventing in our cafe, more than it 
did in theirs.-1 hope, however, that this may 
all prove falfe prophecy, and that you and I may 
live to fee as fincere and perfeét a friend!hip e11a
bliihed between our refpeétive countries, as has 
fo n1any years fubfifted between Mr. Strahan, and 
his truly affeétionate old friend, 

B. FRANKLIN. 

t [The lords and commons very prudently concurred in an ad
drefs for thi~ purpofe; and the king gracioufly a1lured them of 
his corn pliance with their willies. E.) 

A 
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A P R U S S I A N E D 1 C T, &c. 

Dantzick, Sept. 5, 1773 *· _ 

WE have long wondered here at the fupinene{s 
of the Englijh nation, un der the Pr111Jian im

pofitions upon its trade entering our port. We did 
not, till lately, know the daims, ancient and 
modern, that bang over that nation; and there
fore could not fufpeét that it might fubmit to 
thofe impofitions from a fenfe of duty, or from 
principles of equity. The · following ediét, juft 
made public, may, if ferious, throw forne light 
upon this matter: 

_, FREDERICK, by the grace of God, King of 
' Pruffia, &c. &c. &c. to ail prefent and to come :t, 
' health. The peace now enjoyed throughout Our 
' dominions, having afforded us leifure to apply 
' Ourfelves to the regulation of commerce, the 
' improvement of Our finances, and at the fame 
' time the eafing Our domejtic fubjeéts in their 
' taxes : for thefe caufes, and other good confi
e derations Us thereunto moving, We hereby 
~ make known, that, after having deliberated
' thefe affairs in Our council, prefent Our dear 
• brothers, and other great officers of the frate, 

• [T4is Intelligence extraordinary, I believe, firft appeared in the 
Public Advertifêr. 1 have reprinted it from a copy which I found 
in the Gentleman's Magazine. E.] 

:t: /J /QUI prefe'fs ~~ à 'T.JÇII.!r• ÛRI GIN AL. 

' n1embers 
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' members of the fame; We, of Our certain 
' knowledge, full power, and authority royal, 
' have made and iffued this prefent ediét, viz. 

' Whereas it is weil known to all the world, 
' that the fidl: German f-eulements made in the 
' ifland of Britain, were by colonies of people, 
i fubjeét to Our renowned ducal ancefiors, and 
' drawn from their dominions, under the conduél: 
' of Hengifi, Horfa, Hella, Uffa, Cerdicus, Ida, 
c and others ; And that the faid colonies have 
' flourilhed under the proteétion of Our auguft 
' houfe, for ages pail; have, never been eman
' cipated therefrom; and yet have hitherto yielded 
' little profit to the fame: And whereas We Our
' felf have in the lafi war fought for and defended 
' the faid colonies, againfi the power of France, 
' and thereby enabled them to tnake conquefis 
' from the faid power in America; for which We 
' have n9t yet received adequate compenfation: 
' And whereas it is jufi and expedient that a re
' venue flwuld be raifed from the faid colonies in 
' Britain 1 towards Our indemnification; and th at 
' thofe who are defcendents of Our ancient fub
' jeéts, and thence fiill owe Us due obedience, 
' fhould contribute to the repleniibing of Our 
' royal coffers; (as they mu fi: have clone, had the ir 
' anceftors remained in the territories now to Us 
' appertaining):-We do therefore hereby ordain 
' and command, That, from and after the date 
' of thefe prefents, there lhall be levied, and paid 
' to Our officers of the cujloms, on all goods, 
' wares, and tnerchandizes, and on all grain and 

' other 
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' other produce of the earth, exported from the 
' faid ifland of Britain, and on all goods of what
' ever kind imported into the fame; a d~ty of 
' four and a half per cent. ad valorem, for the 
' ufe of Us and Our fucceffors.-And that the 
' faid duty may more effeélually be colletted, We 
' do. hereby ordain, that ali lhips or veffels bound 
' from Great Britain to any other part of the 
' world, or from any other part of the world to 
c Great Britain, {hall in their refpeétive voyages 
.' touch at Our port of Koningilierg, there to be 
- unladen, fearched, and charged with .the faid 
' duties. 

' And whereas there bath been from time to 
' time difcovered in the faid iiland ofGreatBritain, 
' by our colonifts there, many mines or beds of 
' iron-ftone; and fundry fubjetts of Our ancient 
' dominion, ikilful in converting the fàid flone 
' into metal, have intime pa11: tranfported them-
4 felves thither, carrying with them and· commu
' nicating that art; and the inhabitants of the faid 
' iiland, prefuming that they had a natural right 
' to make the befi: ufe they could of the natural 
' produttions of their country, for their own .be
' nefi.t, have not only built furnaces for fmelting 
' the faid ftone into iron, but have ereél:ed pla
' ting-forges, ilitting-mills, and fted-furnaces, for 
' the more convenient manufaéturing of the fame; 
' thereby endangering a diminution of the faid 
' manufaél:ure in Our ancient dominion ;---;-.W e do 
' therefore hereby farther ordain, Th at, from and 
fi after the date hereof, no mill or other engine for 

' ilitting 
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• flitting or rolling of iron, or any plating-forge 
' to work with a tilt-hammer, or any furnace for 
• making fteel, ihall be ereél:ed or continued in 
« the faid ifland of Great Britain : And the Lord 
' Lieutenant of every county in the faid ifland is 
• hereby commanded, on information of any fuoh 
~ ereétion within his county, to orde.r, and by 
' force to caufe the fame to be abated and de
' firoyed; as he ihall anfwer the negleét thereof 
' to Us at his periL-But we are neverthelefs gra
' cioufly pleafed to permit the inhabitants of the 
' faid ifland to tranfport their iron into Pruffia, 
' there to be manufaétured, and to them returned; 
' they paying Our Pruffian fubjeéts for the work
' manihip, with ali the cofis of commiffion, 
' freight, and riik, coming and returning; any 
' thing herein contained to the contrary notwith
' fianding. 

' We do not, however, think fit to extend this 
' Our indulgence to the article of woo/; but 
' rneaning to encourage not only the manufaél:ur
' ing of woollen cloth, but alfo the raifing of woo1, 
' in Our ancient dominions; and to prevent bath, 
' as muchas may be, in Our faid iiland,-We do . 
' hereby abfolutely forbid the tranfportation of 
' wool from thence even to the mother-country, · 
' Pruffia :-And that thofe iflanders may be far-
' ther and more effeétually reftrained in making 
' any ad van tage of their own wool, in the way of 
c; manufaéture, We command that none iliall be 
' carried out of one county into another; nor 
• thaU any worfied, bay, or woollen-yarn, cloth. 

' fays., 
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' fays, hays, · kerfeys, ferges, frizes, druggets, 
' cloth .. ferges, fhalloons, or any other drapery 
' il:u:ffs, or woollen manufaétures whatfoever, 
' made up or mix~d with wool in any of the faid 
c counties, be carried into any other county, or 
' be water-borne even acrofs the fmalleil: river or 
' creek ; on penalty of forfeiture of the fame, to
' gether with the boats, carriages, horfes, &c. 
' that iliall be employed in removing them.
' Neverthelefs, Our loving fubje&s there are 
' hereby permitted (if they think proper) to ufe 
' ail their wool as manure, for the improvement 
4 of their lands. 

' And whereas the art and myflery of making 
' hats hath arrived at great perfeétion in Pruffia; 
' and the making of hats by Our remoter fubjeéts 
' ought to be as muchas poffible reflrained: And 
' forafmuch as the iflanders before mentioned, be
' ing in poffeffion of wool, bea ver, and other furs, 
' have prefumptuoufly conceived they had a right 
' to make fome advantage thereof, by manufac
' turing the fame into bats, to the prejudice of 
' Our domeil:ic manufacture:-W e do therefore 
' hereby ftriétly command and ordain, that no 
' bats or felts whatfoever, dyed or undyed, fi-· 
' nilhed or unfinilhed, fhall be loaden or put into 
' or upon any veffel, cart, carriage, or horfe; 
' to be tranfported or conveyed out of one county 
' in the faid ifland into another county, orto any 
' other place whatfoever, by any perfon or perfons; 
' whatfoever; on pain of forfeiting the fame, with 
' a penalty of five hundred pounds il:erling for 

' every 



320 ' A PRUSSIAM EDICT, 

' every offence. Nor lhall any hat-maker, in 
' any of the faid counties, employ more than two 
' apprentices, on penalty of five pounds fierling 
'per month: We intending hereby that fuch 
' hatmakers, being fo refirained, both in the pro
' duétion and fale of their commodity, may find 
' no advantage in continuing their bufinefs.
' But, left the faid iflanders iliould fuffer incon
' veniency by the want of bats, we are farther 
' gracioufl y pleafed to permit them to fend their 
' beaver furs to Pruffia; and We alfo permit 
' hats made ·thereof to be exported from Pruffia 
' to Britain; the people th us favoured to pay 
' ali cofts and charges of manufaél:uring, intereft, 
' commiffion to Our merchants, infurance and 
' freight going and returning; as in the cafe of 
., iron. 

, " And laftly, being willing farther to favour 
' our faid colonies in Britain, We do hereby al
' fo ordain and command, that all the thieves, 
' highway and ftreet robbers, houfebreakers, 
' f01·gerers, murderers, f-d-tes, and villains 
' of every denomination, who have forfeited 
' their lives to the law in Pruffia; but whom 
' W e, in 0 ur great clemency, do not think fit 
' here to bang; iliall be emptied out of Our 
' gaols into the faid ifl.an'd of Great Britain, for 
' the better peopling of that country. · 

' W e flatter ourfelves that theü'! O.ur royal 
' regulations and commands will be thought 
' jujt and reafonable by Our much - favoured 
' colonifts in En gland; the faid regulations be-

' inot> 
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c ing copied from their il:atutes of 1 o and 1 1 

' Will. III. c. 10.-5 Geo. II. c. 22.-23 Geo.IT. 
' c. 29.-4 Geo. 1. c. 1 1. and from other equi
' table laws made by their parliaments ; or from 
' infiruétions given by their princes, or from 
' refolutions of both houfes, entered into for 
' the good government of their own colonies in 
' Ire/and and America. 

' And ail perfons in the faid ifland are here
' by cautioned not to oppofe in any wife the 
' execution of this Our ediét,. or any part thereof, 
' fuch oppofition being high-treafon; of which 
' all who are fufpeéted fhall be tranfported in 
' fetters from Britain to Pruffia, there to be tried 
' and executed according to the Pruffian law. 

Such is Our pleafure. 

' Given at Potfdam, this twenty-fifth day 
' of the month of Auguft, One thoufand 
' feven hundred and feventy-three, and in. 
' the thirty-third year of Our reign. 

' By the King, in his council. 

' REcHTM.lESSIG, Sec.' 

y Sorne 
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Sorne take this ediét to be merely one of the 
King's Jeux d'Efprit: other_s fuppofe it ferious, 
and that he means a quarrel with England: but 
all here think the affertion it concludes with, 
' that thefe regulations are copied from aéts of 
' the Englijh parliament refpeéting their colonies,' 
a very injurious one; lt being impoffible to be
lieve, that a people di!tingui1bed for their love 
of liberty; a nation fo wife, fo liberal in -its 
fentin1ents; fo jufi: and equitable towards its 
neighbours; fhould, from mean and injudicious 
views of petty immediate profit, treat its own 
children in a manner fo arbitrary and tyrannical ! 

/ 

PREFAC E 



PR.EF A tE by the BRITBH EnrToR [Dr. Franklin J 
to ' :J'he votes and proceedings if thejr'eeholders, 
' and other inhabitants qf the to'wn if Bojl-Qn, 
~ in town -meeting a:fJëmbied according to larzo 
' ( publijhed by or der oj' the town), & c *.' 

AL L accounts of the difcontent fo general in 
our colonies, have of la te years been indu{tri .... 

oufly fmothered and concealed here; it feeming 
to fuit the views of the American minifter t to 
have it underfwod, that by his great abilities, ali 
faétion was fubdued, àll oppoiition fuppreifed, and 
the whofe country quieted. That the true fiate 
of affairs there may be known, and the true caufes 
of that difcontent weil underfi:ood; the following 

* [' Bofton printed: London reprinted, an:d fold by J. Wilkie, 
' in St. Paul's Church-yard. 177 3.' -I have given the re ader on !y 
the preface. 

lt is faid, that this little piece very much irritated the miniftry. 
It was their qetermination, that the Americans iliould receive teas. 
only from Great Britain. And accordingly the Eaft India company 
fent out large cargoes under their proteCl:ion. The colonifts- every 
where refufed, either entrance, or elfe permiffion of falc; except at 
Bofton; where, the force of government preventing more moderate 
meafures, certain perfons in difguife threw it into the fea. 

The preamble of the il:amp aét produced the tea aCl:; the tea aCl: 
produced violence; violence,. aéls of parliament; aCl:s of parliament, 
a re volt.--' A little negleCl:,' fays poor Richard, ' may breed great 
' mifchief: for want of a nail the ilioe was loft; for want of a fl1oe 
' the horfe was loft; for want of a horfe the rider was loft; being 
~ overtaken and fl.ain by the enemy; all for want of a little care. about 
' a horfe-fhoe nail.' E. J 

t [Lord f:Iilfborot:gh .-This nobleman, alread y firft Lord of trade, 
was introduced in 1768 into the new-titled ojfice of Secretary of ftate 
for the colonies. 'I hefe po fis have fi. nee go ne together, E. J 

Y 2 p1ece 
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piece (not the produétion of a private writer, but 
the unanimous aét of a large American city) lately 
printed in New England; is republiihed. here. 
This nation, and the other _nations of Europe, 
may thereby learn, with more certainty, the 
grounds of a di1Tenfion, tha~ poffibly may, fooner 
or later, have confequences intereft.ing to them 
ail. 

The colonies had, from their firft fettlement, 
been governed with more eafe, than perhaps can 
be equalled by any inftance in hiftory of domi
nions fo diftant. Their affeél:ion and refpeét: 
for this country, while they were treated with 
kindnefs, produced an almofr implicit obedience 
to the inftruétions of the Prince, and even to 
aéts of the Britifh parliament; though the right 
of binding them by a legiflature, in which they 
were unreprefented, was never dearly under
ftood. That refpeél: and affeétion produced a par
tiality in favour of every thing that was Englüh; 
Whence their preference of Englilh modes and 
n1anufaétures; their fubmiffion to reftraints on 
the importation of foreign goods, which they 
bad but little defire to ufe; and the monopoly 
we fo long enjoyed of their commerce, to the 
great inriching of our rnerchants and artificers.
The miftaken policy of the fian1p aét fi dl: difturb-

t<!d this happy fituation; but the flame thereby 
raifed was foon extinguiilied bi its repeal, and 
the old harmony refiored, with aU its concomi
tant advantage to our commerce. The fubfequent 
aét of another adminiil:ration, which, not con-

3 tent 
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te nt with an efiablifued exclu fion of foreign manu
faétures, began to make our own merchandize 
dearer to the confumers there, by heavy d_uties; 
revived it again: and combinations were ~ntered 
into throughout the continent, to fl:op trading 
with Britain till thofe duties lhould be repealed. 
Ail were accordingly repealed but one-the duty 
on te a. This was referved (profeffedl y fo) as a 
fianding daim and exercife of the right aifumed 
by parliament of laying fu ch duties *.-The colo
nies, on this repeal, retraéted their agreement, 
fo far as related to all other goods, except that 
on which the duty was retained. This was trum
peted here by the minifier for the colonies as a tri
umph; There it was confidered only as a decent and 
equitable meafure, lhewing a willingnefs to meet 
the mother ... country in every advance towards a 
reconciliation; and a difpofition to a good un
derfianding fo prevalent, that poffibly they might 
foon have relaxed in the article of tea alfa. But 
the fyfiem of commiffioners of cufioms, ofikers 
without end, with fleets and armies for colleéting 
and enforcing thofc duties, being continued; and. 
thefe aéting with much indifcretion and rafhnefs,. 
(giving great and unneceffary trouble and ob~ 

• (Mr. Burke tells us (in his fpeech in 177 4-) that this pream-: 
bulary tax had loft us at once the benefit of the weft and of the 
eafl:; had thrown open folding-doors to contraband; and would hé 
the means of giving the profits of the colony-trade to every na~ 
tian, but ourfelves. He _adds in the fame place, ' It is in,deed a 
' tax of fophifl:ry, a tax of pedantry, a tax of difputàtion, a tax of 
' war and rebellion, a tax for any thing but be~efit to ~he im,. 
' pofers, or fa tisfaétion to the fubjeél:.' E.J 

y 3 flruétion 

·' 
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firuétion to bufinefs, commencing unjuft: and 
vexatious fuits, and haraffing commerce in all 
its branches, while that the minifier kept the 
people in a confiant frate of irritation by infiruc-

·. tions which appeared to have no other end thau 
·the gratifying his priva~e refentments *,) occa
fioned a perfevering adherence to their refolution~ 
in that particular : and the event iliould be. a lef
fon to mim1l:ers, not to rifque through pique, 
the obfiruéhng any one branch of trade; fince 
the courfe and conneélion of g~neral bufinefs 
may be thereby difiurbed to a degree, impoffible 
to be foreièen or imagined. For it appears that 
the colonies, finding their humble petitions to 
have this duty repealed, were rejeél:ed and treated 
with contempt; and that the produce of the duty 
was applied to the rewarding, with undeferved fa~ 
]aries and peqiions, every one of their enep1ies; 
the duty itfelf became mo!e odious, and their 
refolution to fuare it more vigorous and obfii-:
nate.-The Du teh, the Danes, and French, 
took this opportunity thus offered them by our 
imprudence! and began to ùnuggle their teas 
into the plantations. At firfi this was fome
thing difficult; but at length, as all bufinefs is 
im proved by praétice, it bec ame eafy. A coafi 
j]fteen tho uiàr1 d miles in length çould not i~ 
ail ~:1rts be guardeù , even by the whole navy of 
En gland; efpecially where their refl:raining au
thor ity was by all the inhabitants deemed un-

'* Sorne of his circular Ietters had been criticized1 and expofed 
py orle or t\VO of the Americ:.m affemblies~ 
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confiitutional, the fmuggling of courfe confidered 
as patriotifm. The needy wretches too, w~o, 
with fmall falaries, were trufi:ed to watch the 
ports day and night, in ali weathers, found it 
ealier and more profitable, not only to wink, 
but to fleep in their beds; the merchants pay 
being more generous than the King's.-Other 
India goods alfa, which, by themfelves, would 
not have made a fmuggling voyage fufficiently 
profitable, accotnpanied tea to ad van tage; and 
it is feared the cheap French filks, formerly re
jeél:ed as not to the tafie of the colonies, may 
have found their way with the wares of India; 
and now efiabliihed ·themfelves in the popular 
ufe and opinion. 

lt is fuppofed that at lea!l: a million of Ame
ricans drink tea twice a day, w hi ch, at the firil: 
cofi here, can fcarce be reckoned, at lefs than 
half-a-guinea a head per annum. This market, 
that in the five years which have run on fince 
the aét pafTed, would have paid 2,5oo,ooo 
guineas for tea alone, into the coffers of the 
company, we have wantonly lo!l: to foreigners.~ 
Meanwhile it is faid the duties have fo dimini!h
ed, that the whole remittance of the là!l: year 
amounted to no more than the pitiful fum of 
8 sl. * for the expence of forne ' hundred thou- ' 
fands, in armed ihips and foldiers, to fupport 

~ [' Eighty-five pounds I am aifured, my lords, is the whole 
' equivalent, we have received for ail the hatred and mifchief, 
' and all the infinite loifes this kingdom has fuJfen:d during that 
' ye~r~ in her difputes with North Ameri ::a.' Sec the Bifhop of 
' St. Afaph's intended fpeech. E.] 

Y 4 the 
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the officers. flence the tea, and other lndia 
goods, which might have been fold in Arue~ 
rica, remain rotting in the çompany's ware
!Joufes * ; while thofe of foreign ports are known 
to be cleared by the American demand. Hence, 
in forne degree, the company's inability to p·ay 
their bills ; the finking of their froc~, by which 
m illions of p<operty have been annihilated; thç 
low ~ rin g of their dividend, whereby fo many 
rn uft be d~ fireffed; the lofs to governp1ent of the 
ft ipulated 4-oo,oool. a year f, which muft make 
a proportionable reduétion in our favings towards 
t he difcharge of our enormous debt : And hence 
in part the [evere blow fuffered by credit in ge
neral :f:, to the ruin of many fam~lies; the ftag
nation of bufinefs in Spi!alfields and at Manchef
fer, through want of vent for their goods ;-with 
other future evils, wpich, as they cannot, from 
the numerous and fecret conneél:ions in general 
commerce, eafily ~e forefeen, ~an h~rdly be 
avoided. 

• • [ ~~ this ti me they çontained many millions ~f P?~ds of t~, 
wcludmg the ufual ïl:ock on hand. Mr. Burke, m h1s fpeech m 
1 ï7 4• fuppofes that America might have given a vent for ten mil
lions of pound s. This feems to have been the grea~er part of the 
whole quantity. E.] . - .. 

t [0~ account of a temporary compromife of certain dif_pute.5 

with government. E .]' · 
.t [Seen · in cert~n memorable mercantile failures in ~he year 

1772 . E.J · 

f~OCEE.p- ' 



P ~oc~ f: n 1 Np s i\ N B E ~AMIN AT 1 oN, &e~ 

ffo the C~t:~~ of the Co~t~cilln waiting *· 

( Copy.) 

8 1 R, Whitehall, Dec. 3, '773· 
THE agent for the hou fe of reprefentatives of the 

province ofMaifachufett'sBay, [Dr. Franklin J 
having de1ivered to Lord Dartmouth, an addrefs of 
that houfe to the King, figned by their fpeaker; 
çomplaining of ~hç conduél: of the ·Governor [Hut~ 
çhinfon] arid Lieutenant Gov~rnor [Andrew Oli .. 
ver] of that province~ in refpeÇt to certain private 

• [Govemor Hutchinfon, Lieut~nant (3overnor Andrew Oliver. 
Charles Paxton, E(q; Nathaniel Rogers, Efq; and Mr. G. Roome. 
Jlaving fent from Bofion certain reprefentations and informations tQ 
Thomas Whately, Efq; mernber ~f parliarnent, priva te Secretary to 
!l'fr. George Grmville (the father of the ftarnp aét) when in office, 
~nd afterwards one of the Lqrds of trade; thefe letters were, by a 
particular chann~l, conveyed back to Bofton. The aifernbly of the 
province were fo rnuch exafperated, that they returned horne attefted 
çopies of the letters, accompanied with a petition and remonftrance. 
for the r~moval of ~vernor Hutchinfon, and Lieptenant Governor 
Andrew Oliver, fro~ their pofts. The council of the province. 
Fkewife, on their part, entered into thirteen refolves, in tçndency 
and import fimilar to the petition of the a1fembly; five of whiclt 
·:refolves wcre unanimous, and only one of them ha~ fo many ~s threc 
(]i!fentients. In confequence of the a1fembly's petitio~, tlle above 
proceedings and examination took place. 

Dr-. Franklin having naturally a large 1hare in thefe tranfaétion!'. ' 
.made fiilllarger by the impolitic and indecent perfecution of his 
charaéter, I have exhibited the whole more at length, than 1 ihould 
(ltherwife have thought proper. E .J · · 
· ·· · · · ~etters_ 
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letters written by them to their correfpondent in 
England; and praying that they may be removed 
from their pofts in that government t his Lordfhip 
hath prefented the faid addrefs to his Majefiy; 
and his Majefiy having fignified his pleafure, that 
the faid addrefs fhould be laid before his Majefry 
in his privy council, I am direéted by Lord Dart
mouth to tranfmit the fame accordingly, together 

, with a copy of the agent's letter to his Lord!hip, 
accompanying the faid addre(s. 

1 am, Sir, 

Y our mo ft obedient humble fervant, 

(Signed) ]. PowNALL~ 

'l'o the Right Hon. the Earl of DARTMOUTH. 

( Copy.) 

My LoRD, London, Aug. 21, I773· 

I HAvE jufi: received from the houfe of repre
fentatives of the Maffachufett's Bav, their addrefs 
to the King; which I now incldiè, and iènd to 
your Lordthip; with my hmnble requefi in their 
beha1f, that you would be pleafed to prefent it to 
his Majefiy the firfi: convenient opportunity. 

~ I have 
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I have the pleafure of hearing from that pro
vince by my late letters, that a fincere difpofition 
prevails in the people there to be on good terms 
with the mother-country ; that the affem hl y have 
dedared their defire only to be put into the fitua
tion they were in before the fiamp-aét: 'l'bey az"m 
at no novelties. And it is faid that having lately 
difcovered, as they think, the authors of their
grievances to be forne of their own peopJe; their 
refentment againfi: Britain is thence much abated. 

This good difpofition of theirs (will y our Lord.,. 
fhip permit me to fay) may be cultivated by a fa"'' 
vourable anfwer to this addrefs, which I therefore, 
pope your goodnefs will endeavour to obtain. 

With the greateft refpeét, 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, &c.' 

B. FRANKLIN, 

Agent for the Houfe of Reprefentatfrz;u~ 

T H E P E T I T I 0 N. 

'fo the KING 's mofl Excellent Majejly. 

Mofi gracious SovEREIGN, 

. WE your Majefiy's loyal fubjeéts, .the repre ... 
fentatives of your ancient colony of Maifachufett's· 

Bay, 
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Bay, in general court legally affembled, by vir'tue 
of your Majefl:is writ under the band and feal of 
the Governor; beg leave to lay this our humble 
petition before Majefty. 

Nothing but the fenfe of dufy we owe to our 
Sovereign, and the obligation we are under t~ 
confult the peace and fafety of the province; 
could induce us to remontl:rate to your Majefty 
[concerning] the mal-conduét of perfons who 
have heretofore had the confidence and efl:eem of 
this people ; and whom your Majefty has been 
pleafed, from the pureft motives of rendering 
your fubjeéts happy, to advance to the higheft 
places of trufi and authority in the province. 

Your Majefty's humble petitioners, with the 
deepe11: concern and anxiety, have feen the dif ... 
f:Ords and animofities which have too long fub .... 
fifted betwe~n your fubjeéls of the parent-frate 
and thofe of the American colonies. And vve 
}lave trembled with apprehenfions, that the con
fequences naturally arifing therefrom, would at 
~ength prove fatal to bath countries. 

P~rmit us humbly to fuggeft to your Majefi:y, 
that your fubjeéts here have been inclined to be
]iev~~ ~hat the grievances which they have fuf
fered, and ftill continue to fuffer; have been 
occaft~m~d by y our M~jefiy' s minifiers and prin~ 
dpal fervants being, unfortunately for us, mif
ùiformed ~11 çena~n faéts of very înterefting im
portance to us~ ~t is for this reafon that former 
affemblies have, from time . to time, prepared a 
~rue fta~e of faéts to l;:>ç laiq before your Majefty; 

· but 
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but their humble retnonfirances and petitions, it is 
prefumed, have by forne means been prevented 
from reaching your royal hand. 

Y our Majefi:y's petitioners have very lately had 
b~fore them certain papers, from which they hum ... 
bly conceive, it is mofi: reafonable to fuppofe, that 
there has been long a confpiracy of evil men, in 
this province; who have contemplated meafures 
and formed a plan to ad vance themfelves to power, 
and raife the ir own fortunes·; by means defiruél:i ve 
of the charter of the province, at the expence of 
the quiet of the nation, and to the annihilating of 
the rights and liberties of the American colonies. 

And we do with all due fubmiffion to your Ma
jefiy beg leave particularly to corn plain of the con
duél: of his Excellency Thomas Hutchinfon, Efq; 
Governor, and the Honourable Andrew Oliver, 
Efquire, Lieutenant Governor of this your Ma
jefiy's province; as having a natural and eflicacious 
tendency to interrupt and alienate the affeélians of 
your Majefiy, our rightful Sovereign, from this 
your loyal province; to defiroy that harmony and 
good-will between Great Britain and· th~ colon y, 
which every honefi fubjeét lhould firive to efi:ab
li!h; to excite the refentment oftheBritiih admini
fl:ration a gai nil: this province; to defeat the endea
vours of our agents and friends to ferve us by a fair 
reprefentation of our frate of faéts; to prevent our 
humble and repeated petitions from reaching the 
ear of your Majefi:y, or having their defired effeét. 
And finally, that the faid Thomas Hutchinfon 
and Andrew Oliver have been among the chief 

~nftru-
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infl:ruments in introducing a fl.eet and army into 
this province, to efiablifh and perpetuate their 
plans ; whereby they have been ·not only grea tl y 
inftrumental [in] difiurbing the peace and har
mony of the government, and caufing unnatural 
and hateful difcords and animofities between the 
fevera] parts of your Majeily's extenfivedominions; 
but are juilly chargeable with ail that corruption 
of morais, and aU that confufion, mifery, and 
bloodfhed, which have been the natural effeéts 
of poiling an army in a populous town. 

Wherefore we mofi humbly pray, that your 
Majeily would be pleafed to remove from their 
pofis in this government the faid Thomas Hut
chinfon, Efquire, and Andrew Oliver, Efquire; 
who have, by their above-mentioned conduét, 
and otherwife, rendered themfeJves juilly ob
noxious to your loving fubjeél:s, and entirely loft 
their confidence: and place fuch good and faith
fui men in their ftead as your Majeily in your 
wifdom !hall think fit. 

ln the name and by order of the houfe of 
reprefentatives, 

THoMAS CusHING, Sptaker. 

•' 



(A: D. T:.] the Pri'vy Council z'n 177 3-4. 335 

'J'fJ the Lords Comm~'ttee of hù Mqje.fly' s Privy 
· Council for Plantation A.ffairs. 

'l'he PETITION of IsRAEL MAunurT, 

Humbly jheweth unto your Lordjhips, 

THAT having been informed that an addrefs, 
in the name of the .Houfe of Reprefentatives of his 
Majefty's colony of Maffachufett's Bay, bas been 
prefented to his Majefty by Benjamin Franklin, 
Efquire, praying the removal of his Majefiy'~ 
Governor and Lieutenant Governor; which is ap
pointed to be takèn into confideration-on Thurfday 
next; yot:Jr P.etitiot?er, on the behalf of the faid 
Governor andLieutenantGovernor, humbly prays, 
that he may be beard by counfel in relation to the 
fame, before y our Lordfbips !hall make any· report 
on the fa id addrefs. 

Clements Lane, 
Jan. ro, 1775· 

IsRAEL MAUDUIT. 

'l'he Examùtation of Dr. FR AN K LIN, at the 
Ç 0 ·U N C I L C H A M B E R, Jan. I 1, I 7 7 4 *. 
Prefent, Lord Prdfdent, the Secretaries if 

'li' (The Editor has taken this examination from Mr. Mauduit's 
opy of the Letters of Go<Vernor Hutchinjon, & c. fecond edition, 

177 4• p. 77. He has M r. Mauduit's authority for fuppofing it 
faithfully reprefented. E.] 

State, 
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Staté~ and many other Lords; Dr. Frank.ün 
and Mr. BoUan;. Mr. Mauduit and Mr. 
Wedderburn. 

[Dt". Franklin's Letter ana the Addrefi, Mr. 
Pownall's Letter, and Mr. Mauduifs Petition, 
were read.] 

Mf. Wedderburn. The addrefs mentions cer• 
tain p~pers : 1 could wüh to be informed what 
are thofe-papers. 

Dr. Franklin. They are the letters of Mr. 
ltutchinfon and Mr. Oliver. 

CDurt. Have you brought them? 
Dr. Praflklin. No; but here are attefted co• . pt es. 
Court. Do you mean to found a charge upon 

them ? if you do, you mufl: produce the letter5. 
Dr. Franklin. Thefe copies are attefted by 

feveral Gentlemen at Bofton, and a N otary 
Public. 

Mr. Wedderburn. My Lords, we !hall not take 
advantage of any imperfeétion in the proof. 
We admit that the letters are Mr. Hutchinfon's_ 
and Mr. Oliver's band writing: referving to 
ourfel v es the righ t of inq uiring_, how they were 
obtained. _ 

Dr. Franklin. I did not expeél: that counfel 
would have been employed on this occafion. 

Court. Had you not notice fent you of Mr. 
Mauduit's having petitioned to be heard by.coun-

. fel 
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fel on behalf of ;he Governor and Lieutenant 
Governor. 

Dr. Franklin. I did receive fuch notice; but 
1 thought this had been a matter of politz"cs, not 
oflaw, and have not brought my counfel. 

Court. Where a charge is brought, the par
ties have a right to be beard by counfel or not, 
as they choofe. 

Mr. Mctuduit. l'r1y Lords, I am not a native 
of that country, as thefe Gentlèmen are. I 
know well Dr. Franklin's abilities, and wiili to 
put the clefence of my friends mor.e upon a pa
rity with the auack; he will not therefore won
der that I choofe to ~ppear before your Lordlhips 
with the affifiance of counfel. My fïiends, in 
their letters tome, have deiired (if any proceed
ings_, as they fay, iliould be had upon this addrefs) 
that they n1ay have a hearing in their own.juili- . 
fication, tha:t thèir innocence may be full y cleared, 
and their hDnour vindi~ated; and have made 
provifion accordingly. I do not think myfelf 
at liberty th.erefore to give up the affii:tance of my 
counfel, in defending them a gain il: this unj uft 
accufation. 

Court. Dr. Franklin may have the affifl:ancç 
of counfel, or go on without it, as he iliall 
choofe. 

Dr. Franklz"n. I delire to have counfel. 
Court. What time do you want? 
Dr. Franklin. Three W eeks. 

Ordered 
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Ordered that the further proceedings be on 
Saturday 29th Infiant *. 

• (The privy council accordingly met on the z9th of January, 
1774; when Mr. Dunning and Mr. John Lee appeared as coun
fel for the affembly, and Mr. Wedderburne q.s connfel for the Go
verner and Lieutenant Governor. Mr. Wedderburne was very 
long in his anfwer; which chiefly related to the mode of obtain
ing and fending away Mr. Whately's letters; and fpoke of 
Dr. Franklin in terms of abufe, which never efcape from one 
gentleman towards another.-In the event, the committee of 
the privy council made a report, in which was exprefi"ed the fol
lowing opinion. ' The Lords of the committee do agree hum
' bly to report, as their opinion to your Majefty, that the pe~ 
' tian is founded upon refolutions formed on falfe and erroneous 
' allegations; and is groundlefs, vexatious, and fcandalous ; and 
' calculated only for the feditious purpofes of keeping up a fpi
' rit of clamour and difcontent in the faid province. And the 
' Lords of the committee do further humbly report to your Ma
• jefty, that nothing has been laid before them which does or can, 
' in their opinion, in any manner, or in any degree, impeach the 
' honour, integrity, or conduél: of the faid Governor or Lieute
c nant Governor; and their Lordihips are humbly of op1rnon, 
' that the faid petition ought to be difmiffed.' 

Feb. 7th, 1774-· ' His Majefiy taking the faid r!?port into 
' confideration, was pleafed, :.vith the advice of his privy council, 
' to approve thereof; and to arder that the faid petition of the 
' houfe of reprefentatives of the province of Maffachufett's Bay 
' be difmiffed the board-as groundlefs, vexatious, and fcanda
c lous ; and calculated only for the feditious purpofe of keeping 
" up a fpirit of damour and difcontent in the faid province.'-A 
former petition againfi Gonrnor Bemard met with a difmifiion 
couched in fimilar terms. E.] 
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Account if Governor Hutchinfon's Letters, &c. 

'l'othe Printer of the PuBLIC AnvERTlSER *· 

SIR, 

FINDING that two Gentlemen have been 
unfortunately engaged in a duel about a 

tranfaél:ion and its circumfiances, of which both 
of them are totally ignorant and innocent; I 
think it incumbent upon me to declare (for the 
prevention of farther mifchief, as far as fuch a 
declaration may con tri bute to prevent it) that Î 
alùne atn the perfon who obtained and tranf ... 
mitted to Bofion .the letters in quefiion. Mr. 
W. could not communicate them, becaufe they 
were never in his poifeffion ; and for the fame 
reafon, they could not be taken from him by 

~ (Sorne letters bad pafred in the public prihts between Mr. Tho.., 
mas Whately's brother and Mr. John Temple, concerning the man"' 
ner in which the letters of Governor Hutchinfon, &c. had efcaped 
from among the pa pers of Mr. Thomas Whately, at this ti me de
ceafed. 

The one Gentleman wifhed to avoid the charge ofhaving givert 
them; the other, of having taken them. At length the difputè 
became fo perfonal and pointed, that Mr. Temple thought it 
necefrary to caU the brother into the field. The letter of provo
cation appeared in the morning, and the parties met ln tlîe after
noon. Dr. Franklin was not then in town; it was after forne inter
val that he received the intelligence. What had pafred he could not 
forefee; he endeavoured to prevent what ftill might follow. E.] 

Z a Mr. 



Account of Governor. 

Mr. T.-They were not of the nature of prz·
vate letters between friends *. They were writ
ten by public officers to perfons in public fia
tians, on public affairs, and intended to pro
cure public meafures; they were therefore hand
ed to other public perfons who might be in
fluenced by them to produce thofe meafures. 
Their tendency was to incenfe the mother
co1lntry againfi: her colonies, and, by the fieps 
recotnmended, to widen the breach ; which they 
effeéted.-The chief caution expreffed with re
gard . to privacy, was, to keep their contents 
from the colony agents; who the writers ap
prehended might return them, or copies of 
them to America. That apprehenfion was, it 
feems, weil founded; for the firft agent who 
laid his bands on them, thought it his duty to 
tranfmit thetn to his confiituents f. 

Cra'Ven Street, 
Dec. 25, I7ï3· 

B. FRANKLIN, 

Agent for tbe H<Juje of ReprefentafÎ'L'ti 
of the lvia./Jachufett's Bay. 

* [Perhaps it is proper to cali thefe letters only ficret letters. The 
faéts and ad,·ice they contained had the moft direél relation to the 
pub/ic; and the only part of the letters that could ftriélly be faid to 
be P''h.Jate, was the family hiftory that was naturally here and there_ 
intcrfperfed on the fame ilieet of paper, from family conneétion in 
the writers. E.] 

t [It was in confequence of this letter that Mr. Wedderburne ven
tured to make the mol!: odious perfonal applications. Mr. Maud1ût 
h~s prudent! y omitted part of them, in his account of the proc~ed· 
ings before the pri'7 cou neil. They are giTen here altogether how-

ever 
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ever (as weil as they could be colleéted,) to n:ark the politics of the times, and the nature ot the cen,ures paffed m England upon Dr. 
Franklin' ~ charaéter. _ • Tke letters could not have come to Dr. Franklin,' faid Mr. Wedderburn, ' by fair means. The writers did not give ' them t() 
6 him; nor yet did the deceafed correfpondent, who trom our in-
6 timacy would otherwife have told me of it: Nothing then will 
c acquit :;r. Franklin of the charge of obtaining them by frauJulent· ' or corrupt means, for the mu! malig.nant of purpofes; unlef~ he 
c fiole them, from the perion who frole them. This argument is 
c irrefragable.'--

• I hope, rn · lords, yon will mark [ a d rand t 1e man, for the 
c honour of tim co_untry, of Europt, ana ot mankind. Private cor
e refponder1c~ has hithert0 becn held facred, in times ùf ~i1e greatelt 
c party rage, not only in politics but relit:,ion.'-' He bas forfeited ' all the refp~ét of focieties and of men. Into what companies will 
6 he hereafter go with an unembarraüed face, or the honeH: intre-
6 pidity of virtue. Men will watch him with a jealous eye; they 
c will bide their papers from hirr., and lock up their efcrutoires. • He will henceforth efteem it a li bel to be called a man if lettcri • 
~ homo tri um * liter arum! 

• But he not only took away the letters from one brother; but 
c kept himfelf concealed till he nearly occafioned the murder of the • other. It is impoffible to read his account, expreffive of the ' cooleft and molt delibera te malice, without horror.' [Nere ht read the lttter above; Dr. Fra111din being ali the time preftnt. ]-• Amidft thefe tragical events, of one perfon nearly murdered, • of another anfwerable for the iffue, of a worth y governor burt in 
c his deareft intereits, the fate of America in fufpentè ; here is a 
c man, who with the utmoft infenubility of remorfe, il:ands up and 
c avows himfelf the· au thor of al!. I can compare it only to Z an ga 4 in Dr. Young's Re<venge t. 

'' Know th en 'twas-I : 
" I forged the letter, I difpofed the piélure; 
" I hated, I defpifed, and I dd l.roy." 

' I alk, my Lords, wbether the reven gefd temper attributed, by • poetic fiétion only, to the bloody African; is not furpa!Icd by the ' coolnefs and apathy of the wi!y American?' 
Thefe pleadings for a time worked great effeél : The lords affented,' the town was convinced, Dr. Franklin was difgraced t, and 

• i.e. FUR (or thieJ). t Aét Vth. 
; He was difmiffed from his place in the poft-office. 

Z ~ Mt . .., 
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l\Ar. Wedderburn feemed i'q th'e toad· for every kind of advance:. 
ment.-Unfortunately for 1_\lfr. Wedderburn, the ~nts of the wal' 
did not correîpond with h1s fyftems. Unfortunately too for hi!l 
41 irrefragable argnmeRt," Dr. Franklin afrerwards took art- oath in 
chancery •, that at the time that he tranfmitted the letters; he was 
ignorant of the party to whom they had been· addreffed; having 
himfelf received them from a- third perfon, al'ld for the expréfs .pur
.pofe of their being conveyed to America. Unfortunately alfo fot 
Mr. Wedderburn's "worthy governo.r," that governor hirnfelf, /,e:. 

.. fore the arrivai of Dr. Franklin's packet in Boiton, fent over one of 
Dr. Franklin's own "private" letters to England; expreffing fomé 
little coynefs indeed upon the occafion, but defiring fecrecy, left he 
filould be prevented procuring more ufeful intelligence from the famé 
foùrce t. Whether Mr. Wedderburn in his fpeech intended to draw 
a particular cafe and portraiture; foc the purpofe only of injuring 
Dr. Franklin; or meant that his language and epithets fuould applY' 
generally to ali, whether frîenàs or foes, whofe praél:ice Jhould bé 
found fimiliar to it;. is a matter that muft be left to be adjufted 
l>etween govet'nor· Hutchinfon and Mr. Wedderburn. 

But to return to Dr. Franklin. It was not fingu!-ar perhaps tha~ 
as a man' of honour, he fuould furrender hi~ name to public f'Crutiny 
in arder to prevent mifchief to others, and yet not betray his coad
j'utor (even to the prefent moment,} to relie\'e his own fame from the 
fevereft obloquy; but perhaps it belonged to few belides Dr. Franklin, 
to polfefs mildnefs and magnanimity enough, to refrain from in• 
temperate expreffi.ons and meafures, ag.aiu·ft Mr. Wedderburn and1 
his fupporrers, after ail that had paffed. E.] 

• A copy of the proceedings in chancery bas been in my polfeffion ;i 
but being at prefent miflaid, I fpeak only from memory here. 

f See the Rememhra~ar fo r the year 17;- 6, part zd. p. 61-. c<>L .tiL· 
and zd. 

R U:L E 5 
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' . 

Ru L E s for redupng a Great EI?I?ire tq ~ ':fo"!a~l 
one; prefented to a la te Mmifter, w'he!f. ": be· 
ent.ered up1n his Admin!Jlration *. .- 'J[)f 

- r. ') ;l AN ancient fage valued ~imfelf upon tJli.s; ~~n~ ~ 
though he could not fiddle, he knew ·ho\y ~~-' 

make a great city of a little one. The fcieffce:·. 
that I, a modern Simpleton, am about to çom-.· 
municate, is the very reverfe. : ~;-~, 

I addrefs myfelf to ali minifl:ers who have 'the_ 
management of extenfive dominions, which frof!l 
their very greatnefs are become troublefome t0 
govern-becaufe the multiplicity of their aftàirs· 
leaves no time for fiddling. · .: 

. L In the firfl: place, gentlemen, you ·are · to 
confider, that a great empire, like a great cake,. · 
is moft eafily diminiihed at the edges. Turn your 
attention therefore firfi to y our remotdf provinces; 
that, as you get rid of them, the next may follow 
in order. 

II. That the poffibility of this feparation may 
always exifi, take fpecial care the provinces are 

• [Thefe rulés firft appeared in a l.Qndon newfpaper about the 
beginning of the year 1774, and have feveral times fince been in
troduced into our public prints.-The minifter alluded to is fuppofed 
to be the Earl of H h. 

' The caufes and motions of [editions (fays Lord Ba<:on) are, iq
' novation in religion, taxes, alteration oflaws and cuftoms~ break
• ing of privileges, general oppreffion, advancement of unworthy 
' perfons, ftrangers, dearths, diibandc::d foldiers, fatHons grow.n 
' defperate, and whatfoever in offending people joineth and kn1~-
' teth them in a common caufe. 1 E.] · · 

Z 4 n~vfr 



• 

34-4 Ru/es for re.ducing a great 

never incorporated wùh the mother-country; that 
they do not enjoy the fame common rights, the 
fame privileges in commerce; and that they a~ 
governed by feverer laws; all of your enaéting, 
without allowing them any iliare in the choice 
of the legiflators. By careful1y rnaking and pre
ferving fuch difl:inétions, y ou will ( to keep to my 
fimile of the cake) aét like a wife gingerbread
baker ; who, to facilitate a divifion, cuts his 
dough half through in thofe places, where, when 
baked, he would have it broken to pieces. 

III. Thofe remote provinces have perhaps 
been acquired, purchafed, or cqnquered, at the 
foie ex pence of the fe tt] ers their anceftors ; 
without the aid of the mother-country. If this 
:(hould happen to increafe her firength, by their 
growing numbers, ready to join in her wars; ber 
comrnerce, by their growiog demand for her ma
nufaétures; or ber nav;ll power, by great er employ':'" 
ment for her lhips and feamen, Th~::y mJy probably 
fuppofe forne merit in this, and that it entitles 
them to forne favour; you are the refore to forget 
it al!, or rifent it 2s if they had do ne y ou injury. 
-If they happen to be zealou3 whigs, friends of 
liberty, nu rtured in revolution princip1es ; re
mem ber ail th at to their prejudjt::e, and contrive 
to punifh it: for fu ch prin ci pies, after a revolu
tion is thoroughly efiabliihed, -are of no more 
ufe; they are even odious and abo1ninable. 

IV. H-owever peaceably yDur colonies have 
fubt.nitted to yo~r f?Overn cr ent; !h~wn their af
feébon to your 1nterei1:s, anu -pat1ently bor~e 

the1r 
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their grievances; you are to fuppofe them a/ways 
inclined to revoit, and treat them accordingly.· 
~arter troops among them, who by their in
folence may provoke the rifing· of mobs, and by 
their bullets and bayonets fupprefs them.-By 
this means, Iike the huiband who ufes his wife 
-ill from fufpicion, you may in time convert your 
fufpicions into realities. 

V. Remote provinces mufi have governors 
and j udges, to reprefent the royal perfon, and 
execute every where the delegated parts of his 

. office and au thority. Y ou minifi:ers know th at 
-much of the ftrength of government depends 
on the opinion of the people; and much of that 
opinion on the choice if ruler.r placed imme
diately over them. If you fend them wife and 
good men for governors, who ftudy the intereft 
of the colonifi:s, and advance their profperity ; 
they will th~nk their king wife and good, and 
that he willies the welfare of his fubjeéts. If 
you fend them learned and upright men for judges, 
they · will think him a lover of jufiice.-Thi$ ' 
may attach your provinces . more to his govern
ment. Y ou are therefore to be careful whq yo~ 
recommend for thofe offices.-!f you can find 
prodigals who have ruined their fortunes, broken 
gamefl:ers or ftock-jobbers; thefe may do well 
as Governors; for they will probably be rapacious, 
and provoke the people by their extoïtions. 
W rangling proétors and pettyfogging lawyers 
too are not amifs; for they will be for ever dif
puting and quarrelling with their little parlia· 

rnents. 
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ments. If withal they fhould be ignorant, wrong
headed and infolent, fo much the better.-At-

, torneys clerks and N ewgate folicitors will do 
for Chief-Jufrices, efpecially if they hold their 
places during your pleafure :-And ali will con
tribute to imprefs thofe ideas of your govern
ment that are proper for a people you would wifh 
to renounce it. 

VI. To confirm thefe impreffions, and frrike 
them deeper, whenever the injured come to the 
capital with complaints of mal-adminifiration, 
oppreffion, or injuftice; punijh Juch Juitors with 
long delay, enormous expence, and a final judg
ment in favour of the oppreffor. This will have 
an admirable e.ffeét every way. The trouble 
of future cornplaints will be prevented, and go
vernors and judges will be encouraged to farther 
aéh of oppreffion and inj ufiice ; and thence the 
people may . become more difaffeéted, And at 
length defperate. 

V li. Wh en fu ch governors have crammed their 
co.ffers, and made themfelves fo odious to the 
people that they can no longer remain among 
them with fafety to their perfons ; recal and re
ward them with penfions. Y ou may make them 
baronets too, if that refpeébble orcier fhould not 
think fit to refent it. All will contribute to en
courage new governors in the fame prattice; and 
makr:: the fupreme government detefiable. 

Y 1 II. If when you are engaged in war, your 
colonies fl odd vie in liberal a:ds of men and mo
ney againfi: the common enemy, upon your firnple 
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requifition, and give far beyond their abilities,
refieét that a penny taken from them by your 
power, is more honourable to you than a pound 
prefented by their benevolence; dejpffe therifore 
their voluntary grants, and refolve to harafs them 
with novel taxes.-They will probably complain 
to your parliament that they are taxed by a body 
in which they have no reprefentative, and that 
this is contrary to common right. They will 
petition for redrefs. Let the parliarnent flout their 
daims, rejeét their petitions, refufe even to fuffer 
the reading of them, and treat th~ petitioners 
with the utmofi contempt.-Nothing can have a 
better effeél: in producing the alienation propofed ; 
for though many can forgive injuries, none ever 
forgave contempt. 

IX. In l~ying thefe taxes, never regard the 
heavy burthens thofe remote people already un
dergo; in defending their own frontiers, fupport
ing their own provincial governinent, making 
new roads, building bridges, churches, and other 
public edifices; which in old countries have been 
done to your bands, by your anceftors; but which 
occafion confiant calls and demands on the purfes 
of a new people.-Forget the reftraint you lay on 
their trade for y our own benefit, and the ad van
tage a monopoly of this trade gives your exaéting 
merchants. Think nothing of the wea1th thoi .~ 
merchants and your manufaél:urers acquire by th , 
~olony commerce; their increafed ability there, / 
to pa y taxes at home; their accurriulating in tl _ 
priee of their commo~ities, moft of thofe taxe-; , 
' I and 

' ' 
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and fo levying them from their confuming cu(
tC?mers: ali this, and the employment and fup
port of thoufands of your poor by the colonifis, 
you are entirely · to forget.-But remember to 
make your arbitrary tax more grievous to your 
provinces, by public declarations importing that 
your power of taxing them bas no limits, [o that 
when you take from them without their confent 
a 1hilling in the pound, you have a clear right to 
the other nineteen. This will probably yveaken 
every idea of fecurity in their property, and con
vince them, that under fuch a government they 
have nothing they can cali their own; which 
can fcarce fail of producing the happieft confe
quences ! 

X. Poffibly indeed forne of then1 might {till 
comfort themfelves, and fay, ' Though we have 
' no property, we have yet fomething left that is 
' valuable; we have confl:itutional liberty both 
' qf perjon and of confcience. This King, thefe 
' Lords, and thefe Commons, who it feems are 
' too remote from us. to know us and feel for 
' us, cannat take from us v ur habeas corpus right, 
' or our right of trial by a jury of our nei-ghbours : 
' they cannat depri ve us of the exerciiè of our 
' religion, al ter our ecclefiafl:ical confl:itution, and 
' compd us ~o be papiüs, if they pleafe, or Ma
' hometans.'-To annihilate this comfort, begin 
by laws to perplex their comp1erce with infinite 
regulations, impofiible to be remembered and ob
ferved : ordain feizures of their property for every 
failure; take away the trial of fuch proper~y by 
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jury, and give it to arbitrary judges of your own ap .. . 
pointing, and of the loweft charaélers in the 
country, whofe falaries and emoluments are to 
arife out of the duties qr condemnations, and 
whofe appointments are during pleaf~ue.-Then 
let there be a formai declaration of both houfes_, 
that oppofition to your ediéls is treafon, and 
that perfons [ufpeéled of treafon in the provinces 
may, àccording to forne obfolete law, be feized 
and fent to the metropolis of the empire for trial; , 
and pafs an a4, that thofe there charged with 
'certain other offences, iliall be fent away in 
chains from their friends and, country to be tried 
in 'the fame manner for fel6ny. Then ereél: a.
new court . of inquifition among them, accom ... 
panied by an armed force, with _ infiruélions to 
tranfport ail fuch [ufpeéled perfons; to be ruined 
by the ex pence, _ if they bring over evidences 
t0 prove their innocence; or be found guilty and 
hanged if they cannot afford it.-And lefi: the 
people iliould think you cannot poffibly go any 
farther, pafs another folemn. declara tory aél, 'that 
~ King, Lords, ·and Commons, bad, have, and . 
' of right ought to have, full · power and authori-
' ty to make fiatutes of fufficien .t forc.e and vali-
' dity to _bind the unreprt:;fented provinces in_ ·.ali 
' cafes .whatjoever.' This will include fpiritual 
with temporal, and taken together, mufi: ope- . 
rate wonderfully to your purpofe; by convincing 
them, that . they are at. pr.e[ent un der a power 
fornething lîke that fp.oken of in the fcriptures, 
which can qot only kill their bodies, but damn 
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their fouis to ali eternity, by tompelling them, 
if it pleafes, to worlhip the devil. 

XI. To make your taxes more odious, and 
more likely to procure refill:ance ; fend from the 
capital a board of ojjicers to fuperintend the col
leél:ion, compofed oj. the mo.ft indifcreet, ill-bred., 
and infolent you can find. Let thefe have large 
falaries out of the extorted revenue, and live 
in open grating luxury upon the fweat and blood 
of the indull:rious; whom they are to worry con
tinually with groundlefs and expenfive profecu
tions before the above-mentioned arbitrary reve
nue-judges; ali at the coft of the party profecut.ed, 
though acquitted, becaufe the King is to pay 
no cofts.-Let thefe men by your order be ex
empted from ali the common taxes and burthens 
of the province, though they and their proper
ty are proteél:ed by its laws.-If any revenue 
officers are fufpeél:ed of the leaft tendernefs for 
the people, difcard them. If others are juftly 
complained of, proteél: and reward them. If 
any of the under officers behave fo as to pro
voke the people to drub them, promote thofe . 
to better offices: this will encourage others to 
procure for themfelves fuch profitable drub
bings, by multiplying and enlarging fuch pro
vocations, and all will work towards the end you 
aim at. 

XII. Another way to make your tax odious, 
is to mifapply the produce qf it. If it was ori· 
ginally appropriated for the defence of the pro
vinces~. and the better fupport of government, 

and 



[A: D.T.] Empire to a fmall ·one. 351 

and the adminiftration of j ufiice where it may be 
neceffary; then apply none of it to that defence; 
but befiow it where -it is not neceifary, in aug
menting falaries or pen fions to every governor who 
has difi:ingui!hed himfelf by his enmity to the 
people, and by calumniating them· to their fove
reign. This will make them pay it more unwil
lingly, and be more apt to quarrel with thoiè that 
colleél: it and thofe that impofed it; who will 
quarrel again with them; and all1hall contribute 
to your own purpofe, of tnaking them weary of 
your government. 

XIII~ If the people of any province have been 
accufiomed to Jupport their own gr.nJernors and 
judgu to fatisfaél:ion, you are to apprehend that 
fuch governors and judges may be thereby influ
enced to treat the people kindly, and to do them 
jufiice. .This is another reafon for applying part 
of that revenue in larger falaries to fuch governors 
and judges, given, as their commiffions are, dur· 
ing your pleafure only J forbidding them to take 
any falaries from their provinces; And thus the 
people may no longer hope any kindnefs from their 
Governors, or (in crown cafes) any jufrice from 
their ] udges.-And as the mo ney th us n1ifapplied 
in one province is extorted frotn all, probably all 
will refent the mifapplication. 

XIV. If the parliaments of your provinces 
ihould clare to daim rights, or complain of your 
adminiftration; order them to be haraifed with re
peated d!lfolutions.-If the fame men are conti
nually returned by new eleétions; adjourn their 

meetings 
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meetings to forne country village, where they can .. 
not be accornmodâted .. and there keep them dt'lr
ing pleafure.; for this, you know, is your prero
gative; and an excellent one it is, as you may 
manage it to promote difcontents among the peo
ple, diminifl1 their refpeét, and 'increafe their dif
affeétion. 

XV. Convert the brave honefi: officers of your 
navy, into pimping tide-waiters and colony offi
cers of the cujlams. Let th ok who in ti me of war 
fought gallantly in defence of the commerce of 
their countrymen, in peace be taught to prey upon . 
it. Let thetn learn to be corrupted by great and 
real fmugglers; But ( to iliew their diligence) fcour 
'vith armed boats every bay, harbour, river, creek, 
cove, or nook throughout ~he coaft of yottr colo
nies ; ft op ârtd detain every coafter, every wood
boat, every fi(herman ; tumble their aargoes and 
even their ballafi: infide· out, and upfide -clown; 
And if a pennyworth of pins is found un-en-tered, 
let the whole be feized and confifcated. Thus 
ihall the trade of your colonifts fuffer nwre frotn 
their friends in time of peace, than it did from 
tbeir enen1ies in war .-Th en let thefe boat s' crews 
land upon every farm in their way, rob their 
archards; ih;al their pigs and poultry, and infult 
the inhabitants. If the injured and exafperated 
farmers, unable to procure other jufiice, fhould 
attack the aggreffors, drub them, and burn their 
boats; you are to call this bigh tr-ea.fon and r~el
lion, order fleets and armies into their country, , 
and threaten to carry aU the offeoders three thou-

. . ~d 
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fand miles to be hanged, drawn, and quartered. 
-0 ! this will work admirabl):! 

XVI. If you are told of dijcontents in your 
colonies, never believe that they are general, or 
that you have given occafion for them; there
fore do not think of applying any remedy, or 
of changing any offenfive meafure.-Redrefs 
no grievance, lefi they iliould be encourageù to de
mand the redrefs of fon1e other grievance. Gr-ant 
no requeil: _that is juft and reafonable, lefi they 
iliould make another th at is unreafonable.- Takè 
all your informations of the frate of the colonies 
from your governors and officers in enmity witlt 
them. Encourage and reward thefe leafing
makers; [ecrete their lying accufations, lefi they 
fhould be confuted; but aét upon them as the 
clearefi: evidence ;-And believe nothipg you hear 
from the friends of the people. Suppofe aH 
thei'r complaints to be invented and p~omoted 
by a few faétious demagogues, whom if you co~ld 
catch and hang, aU would be quiet.-Catch and 
hang a few of them accordingly; and the blood 
~f the martyrs '{hall work miracles in favour e»f 
your purpofe ;.'E. 

'*' [One of the Anie.rîcan writers affirms, < That there has not 
c been a fingk inftance in which they have complained, without 
' _being rebuked' or in w~ic4 they have been complained agajnjl, 
<: ,without bei~g vunilhed:'-:~ fund~mental miftake Ïl,1 the minifter 
occafioned th1s. 'Every tndtvidual m New England (the peccani: 
~9untry). was ·held a .cowatd or a knave, and the · diforders which. 
fpread abroad there, were treated as the refult of the too great 
lenity of Britain! By the aid of this lhort and benevolent rule, 
judgment was ever wifely predetermined; to the !hutting out re.:. 
.drefs on the one hand, and inforçing every rigou.r of puni!hment 
en the pther. E,.J 
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XVII. If y ou fee rival nations rejoicing at 
the profpeét of your difunion with your pro ... 
vincrs, and endeavouring to promote it, if they 
tranflate, pub1iili and af'plaud all the complaints 
of your difcontented coloniits, at the fame time 
privately frimulating you to feverer meafures; 
let not that alarm or offend you. Why ihould 
it? fince you all mean the fame thing. 

XVIII. If any colony fhou]d at their own 
charge ereél a jortrejs to iecure their port againft 
the fleets of a foreign enemy, get y our gaver
nor to betray that fortrefs into your bands. 
Never think of paying what it coft the country, 
for that would look, at leaft, like forne regard 
for jufhce; but turn it into a citadel, to awt- the 
inhabitants and curb their commerce. If they 
ihould have lodged in fuch fortrefs the very arms 
they bought and uièd to aïd you in your con
quefts, ~ feize them ali; it will provoke hke in
gratitude added to robbery .-One admirc.ble 
effeét of thefe operations will be, to difcourage 
every other colony from ereéting fùch defences~ 
::J.nd fo their and. y our en mies m y more eafily 
jnvade them ; to the great difgrace of your go .. 
vernmen~, apçl of couriè the furtherance of your 
projeét. 

XIX. Send armies into their country under 
pretence of proteéting the inhabitants; but, in~ 
ftead of garriioning the forts on their frontiers 
with thoiè troops, to prevent incurfions, demo
liill thofe forts; and arder the troops into the 
h~art of th~ çountry, that the favages .rnay be 
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encouraged to attack the frontiers *, and that 
the troops may be proteél:ed by the inhabi
tants: this will feem to proceed from your 
i!l-wzïl or your ignorance, and contribute farther 
to produce and firengthen an opinion among them, 
th at y ou are no longer fit togo vern them t. 

XX. Lailly, invefl: the general if your army 
zn the provinces, with great and unconfritutional 
powers, and free him from the controul of even 
your own civil governors. Let him have troops 
now ~ under his command, with all the fortreffes 
in his poffeffion; and who knows but (like forne 
provincial generais in the Roman empire, and 
encouraged by the univerfal difcontent you have 

• [I am not verfed in Indian affairs, but I find that in April 
177 3, the affembled chiefs of the weftern nations told one of our 
Indian agents, ' that they remembered their father, the King of 
~ Great Britain's meffage, delivered to them kïll: fall; of demo
' Iifhing Fort Pittfburg [on the Ohio J and removing the foldiers 
' with their fharp-edged weapons out of the country ;-this gave 
' them great pleafure, as it was a il:rong proof of his paternal 
' kindnefs towards them.' (See Co,fiderations on the Agreement 
rwith Mr. Cf'. Walpole for Land,; upon the Ohio, p. 9·) This is ge
neral hiftory: I attempt no application of faéb, perfonally invi
dious. E.] 

t [As the reader may be inclined to di vide his belief between the 
wifdom of miniftry, and the candor and veracity of Dr. Franklin, 
I !hall inform him that two contrary objeétions may be made to the 
truth of this reprefentation. The firft is, that the conduét of Great 
Britain is made too abfurd for poffibility; and the fecond, thc;t it is 
not made abfurd enough for faét. If we con fi der that this piece does 
not include the meafures fubfequent to 1773, the latter diffi.culty 
is eafily fet afide. The former, I can only folve by the many in,. 
fiances in hiftory, where the infatuation of individuals has brought 
the heavieft calamities upon nations. E. J 

t [i. e. In the fituation and crifis into which things will now have 
been brought. E.] 
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produced) he- may take it into his head to fet up 
for himfelf? If he iliould, and you have care.,. 
fu 11 y praétifed the fe few excellent ru les of mine, 
take rny word for it, all the provinces will im
mediately join him ;-and you will that ~ay (if 
y ou h~e not de: ne it fooner) get rid of the 
trouble of governmg them, and all the plagùes 
itttending their çornmerce ~n4 çonneétion from 
thenceforth and for ev er. 

Intended 
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lntended Vindication and Offet from Congrifs ta 

P arliament, in I 77 5 *. 
FORASMUCH as the enetnies of America in 

the parliament of Great Britain, to rendet us 
odious to the nation, and give an ill impreffion of 
us in the minds of other European powers, have 
reprefented us as unjufl: and ungrateful in the 
highefl: degree ;-Afferting on every occafion~ 
that the colonies were fettled at the expence of 
Britain ; - that they were at the expence of the 
fame, proteél:ed in their infancy ;-that they now 
ungratefully and unjufl:ly refufe to contribute to 
their own proteélion, and the common defence 
of the nation ;-that they aim at independertce.; 
that they intend an abolition of the navigation 
aéls ;-and that they are fraudulent in their com
mercial dealings, and purpofe to cheat their cre.
ditors in Britain, by avoiding the payment of their 
jufl: debts :- . 

[And] as by frequent repetitio11 thefe groundlefs 
affertions and malicious calumnies may, if not con
tradiéted and refuted, obtain farther credit, and 
be injurious throughout Europe to the reputation 
and interefi of the confederate colonies; it feems 
proper and neceffary to examine them in our own 
jufl: vindication. 

"' The following paper was drawn up in a committee of ccngrefs~ 
June 25, 1775; but does not appear on their minutes; a {evere aél: 
of parliarnent which arrived about that tirne having detErmined 
them not to give the fum propofed init.-[It wa5 firft pnnted in the 
Public .Advertifer for July 18, 1777, No. 13,J4.6. E.] 
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With regard to the firfi:, that the colonies wer~ 
fettled at the expence if Britaz"n, it is a kn6wn 
faét, that none of the twelve united colonieii were 
fettled, or even difcovered, at the expence of 
England.-Henry the VIIth indeed granted a 
commiffion to Sebailian Cabot, a Venetian, and 
his fons ; to fa il in to the wefiern feas for the di(
covery of new c6untries; but it was to be "fuis 
" eorum propriis fumptibus et expenfis," at their 
07Vn co fis and charges *. They diièovered, but 
foon flighted and negleéted, thefe northern terri
tories; which were after more than a hundred 
years dereliétion purchafed of the natives, and fet
tled at the charge and by the labour of private 
men and bodies of men, our ancefiors, who came 
over hither for that purpofe.-But our adverfaries 
have never been able to produce any record, that 
ever the parliament or government of England 
was at the fmalleft expence on thefe accounts; 
on the contrary, there exifi:s on the journals of 
parliament a folemn declaration in 1642, ( only 
twenty-two years after the firfi: fettlen1ent of the 
Maffachufetts, when, if fuch expence had ever 
been incurred, forne of the men1bers rnuft have 
known and remembered it,) " Th at thefe colonies 
" bad been planted and efi:abliibed ~oithout any 
" o.pence to the flûte +·" -Neu·-York is the only 

colon y 

• See the Commiffion in the Appendix to Pownall's Adrniniil:ra· 
tien of the Colonies. Edit. 1 ï7 5 . 

.:t "Veneris, 10 March, I6fZ. \Vhereas the plantations in New
" Ens:l and have, by the bkffing of the Almighty, bad good and 
" prolperous fuccefs, 'l.vithout ar:y public cbarge to tbù Jlate; and are 
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colon y in the founding of which En gland can pre
tend to have been at any expence; and that was 
only the charge of a fmall armament to take it 
from the Dutch, who planted it. But to retain 
this colony at the peace, another at that time full 
as valuable, planted by private countrymen of 
ours, was given up by the crown to the Dutch 
in exchange, viz. Surinam, nowa wealthy fugar ... 
colony in Guiana, and which but for that ceffion 
might fiill have remained in our poffeffion.-Of 
late, indeed, Britain bas been at forne expence in 
plan ting two colonies, Georgia t and Nova Scotia; 
but thofe are not in our confederacy; and the ex
pence ihe has been at in their ·name, has chiefly 
been in grants of fums unneceifarily large, by 
way of falaries to officers fent from En gland, and 
in jobs to friends, whereby dependants might 
be provided for; thofe exceilive grants not being 
r~quifitc to the welfare and good government of 
the colonies; Which good government (as expe
rience in many infi:ances of other colonies has 
taught us) may be much more frugally, and full 
as effeEtually, provided for and fupported. 

W ith regard to the fecond aifertion, 'l'hat thefl 
cr;lonies were proteEted in their injànt flate by 
England; it is a notorious faét that in none of the 
many wars with the lndian natives, fufiained by 

" now likely to prove very happy for the propagation -of the gofpel 
'' Ïh thofe parts, and very beneficiai and commodious to this king
•' dom and nation: The commons now a!Tembled in parliament, 
,, &c. &c. &c." [See Governor Hutchinfon's Hifrory. E.] 

t Georgia has fin ce acceded, J ul y 1 77 5. 

Aa4 our 

" 
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our infant feulements for a century after our fir.Œ 
arrival, were ever any troops or forces of any kind 
fent from England to affifi: us; nor were any forts 
built at ber expence to fecure our fea-ports from 
foreign invaders; nor any fuips of war fent to 
prote& our trade till many years after our firft 
fettlement, when our commerce became an objeét 
of revenue, or of ad van tage to Briti!h merchants; 
and then it was thought nece!fary to have a fri
gate in forne of our ports, during peace, to give 
weight to the authority of cufiom-houfe officers, 
who were to refirain that commerce for the bene
fit of En gland. Our own arms, with our poverty, 
and the care of a kind providence, were ali this 
time our only proteétion; while we were negleél:
ed by the Englifl1 government; which either 
thought us not worth its care, or having no good 
will to forne of us, on account of our different 
fentiments in religion and politics, was indifferent 
wbat became of us.- On the other band, the 
colonies have not been wanting to do what they 
could in every war for annoying the enemies of 
Britain. They formerly a!iifted ber in the con
queft of Nova Scotia. In the war bef ore laft they 
took Louilbourg, and put it into ber bands. She 
made ber peace with that flrong fortrefs, by re
ftoring it to France, greatly to their detriment.
In the laft war it is true Britain fent a fleet and 
army, who aéted with an equal army of ours7 i11 
the reduétion of Canada; and perhaps thereby dîd 
more for us, than we in the preceding wars had 
done for her.-Let it be remen1bered, ho\Yever,. 

th at 



[A: D. T.] Congrefs toParliament, z"n 1775· 361· 

that lhe rejeéted the plan we formed in the con
grefs at Albany, in 17 54, for our own defence, 
by an union of the colonies ; an union ihe was 
jealous of, and therefore chofe to fend her own 
forces; otherwife her aid, to proteét us, was not 
wanted. And from our firfi: feulement to th at · 
time, ber military operations in our favour were 
{mali, compared with the advantages fhe drew 
fron1 her exclufive commerce with us.-We are 
however willing to give full weight to this obli
gation; and as we are daily growing fironger, 
and our affi.fiance to ber becomes of more impor
tance, we ibould with pleafure embrace the firfi: 
opportunity of ihewing our gratitude by returning 
the favour in kind.-But when Britain value~ 
herfelf as affording us proteétion, we defire it may 
be confi.dered that we have followed herin ali her • 
wars, and joined with her at our own expence 
againfi ail fhe thought fit to quarre! with. This 
ihe has required of us; and would never permit 
us to keep peace with any power ihe declared ber 
enemy; though by feparate treaties we might well 
have clone it. Under fuch circumfiances, when 
at ber infiance we made nations our enemies, 
whom we might otherwife have retained our 
friends; we fu bmit it to the corn mon fenfè of 
mankind, whether her proteétion of us in thefe
wars was not our jujl due, and to be cla.imed of 
right, infiead of being received as afavour? And 
whether, when aH the parts of an empire exert 
themfelves to the utrnofl: in their cornmon defence, 
and in annoying the common en~my; it is not as 

\Yell 
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well the parts that proteél: the who!e; a~ the who!t 
that proteéts the parts? The proteél:ion then has 
been proportionably mutual.-And whenever the 
time iliall come, that our abilities may as far ex
ceed hers, as hers have exceeded ours; we hope 
we iliall be reafonable enough to reft fatisfied with 
her proportionable exertions, and not think we 
do too much for a part of the empire, when that 
part does as much as it can for the whole. 

The charge againft us, that we rifufe to conoii 
tribute to our own proteél-ion, appears from the 
above to be groundlefs: But we farther declare 
it to be abfolutely falfe; for it is weil known that 
we ever held it as our duty to grant aids to the 
crown upon requifition, towards carrying on its 
wars; which duty we have cheerfully complied 
with, to the utmoft of our abilities; infomuch that 
frequent and grateful acknov.·ledgments thereof 
by king and parliament appear on their records*· 
But as Britain has enjoyed a mofi gainful mono ... 
pol y of our commerce; the fame, with our main
taining the dignity of the king's reprefentative in 
each colon y, and aU our own ièparate efiabli!h
n1ents of government, civil and 1nilitary; has 
ever hitherto been deemed an equi\'alent for fuch 
aids as mjght otherwife be expeéted from us in 
time of peace.-And we hereby declare, that on 

• [Suppofed to allude to certain paffages in the Journals of the 
HoufcofCommonson the +thofApril, 17+8; z8thJanuary, 1756; 
3dFebruai-y, 1756; 16thand 19thofMar, •7sï; Ifl:of}une,I75S; 
:::6th and 3oth of_-\ pril, 1 ï 59; z6th and 3 1 il of l\i:mh and z8th of 
April, 176o; 9th an d zoth January, lï6I; zzd and z6th January, 
170:; and 14th and 17th March, 1763 .] 

a recon~ 
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a _ reconciliation with Britain, we 1hall not only 
continue to grant aids Ùz time qfwar, as aforefaid; 
but, whenever 1he {hall think fit to aboliili ber 
monopoly, and give us the fame privileges of 
trade as Scotland received at the union, and allow 
us a free cmnmerce with all the refl: of the world; 
we !hall willingly agree (and we doubt not it will 
be ratified by our confiituents) to give and pay 
into the finking fu nd [ I oo,oool.] fier ling per 
ànnum for the term of one hundred years; which 
duly, faithfully, and inviolably applied to that 
purpofe, is demonfirably more than fufficient to 
extinguiih al! her pr~fent national debt; fince it 
will in that time amount, at legal Briti!h intereft, 
to more th an [ 2 3o,ooo,oool.] +· 

But if Britain does not think fit to accept this 
propofition, we, in order ' to remove her ground
lefs jealoufies, that we atm at z"ndependence, and 
an aboiz"tzon of the navzgatzon aél, (which bath in 
truth never been our intention) and to avoid all 
future difputes about the right of making that and 
other aéts for regulating our commerce; Do here
by declare our fel v es re ad y and willing to en ter 
into a Covenant <Loùh Brùain, that ihe ihall fully 
poffefs, enjoy, and exercife that right, for an hun
dred years to come; the fame being bonâ jide ufed 
for the common benefit; And in cafe offuch agree
ment, that every affembly be advifed by us to con:.. 
firm it folemnly by laws of their own, which once 
made cannat be repealed without the affent of the 
crown. 

t [See Dr. Price's Appeal on the national debt. E.] 
The 



364 Intended Viodiçation and Offer, &c. 

The laft charge, that we are dijhonfjl traders, 
and aùn at difrauding our creditors in Britain, i' 
fufficiently and authentically refuted by the fo
lemn declarations of the Britiih merchants to par
liament, (bath at the time of the ftamp-aêt, and 
in the lafi: feffion) who bore am pie tefiimony to 
the general good faith and fair dealing of the Ame
ricans, and declared their confidence in our in
tegrity; for which we ·refer to their petitions on 
the Journals of the Houfe of Commons.-And 
we prefume we may fafe]y call on the body of the 
Brititb tradefmen, who have had experience of 
both, to fay, whether they have not received 
much rnore punélual payment from us than they 
generally have from the members of their own two 
houfes of parliament. 

On the whole of the above it appears, that the 
charge of ingratitude towards the mother country, 
brought with fo much confidence againft the co
-lonies, is totally without foundation; and that 
there is rnuch n1ore reafon for retorting th at charge 
on Britain, who not only never contributes any 
aid, nor affords, by an exclufive commerce, any 
advantages to Saxony, her mother country; but 
no longer fin ce th an in the la ft war, without the 
leaft provocation, fubfidized the King of Pruffia 
while he ravaged that mother coz:ntry, and car
ried fire and fword into its capital, the fine city of 
Drejde11 . An example we hope no provocation 
will induce us to imitate. 

. 
Le tt er 
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Letter from Dr. Franklin to a friend in Errgland, 
on the Jubjeél of the firft campaign made by the 
Britijh forces in America *. 

Dear S 1 R, 

Philadelphia, 3d Oétob. 177 5. 

I Am to fet out to-morrow for the camp t, and 
having but juil: beard of this opportunity, 

can only write a lin·e to fay that I am well and 
hearty.-Tell our dear good friend * * *, who 
fometimes bas his doubts and defpondencies about 
our firmnefs, that America is determined and 
unanimous; a very few tories and placemen ex
cepted, who will probably foon export themfelves~ 

*' [This letter has been feveral times very incorreél:ly printed: 
' It is here given from a genuine copy. The parties to whom it is 

addreffed, are of the very firft arder, both in point of literary merit 
and amiable man ners. E.] · 

:t: [Dr. Franklin, Col. Harrifon and Mr. Lynch, were at this. 
time appointed by Congrefs (of which they w<;re members) to con-. 
fer on certain fubjeéls with Gen. Wafhington, The American army 
was then employed in blocking up Gen. Howe in Bofton; and { 
believe it was during this vifit, that Gen. Wafhington communicated 
the following memorable anecdote to Dr. Franklin; 'Viz. ' that 
' there had been a time, when this army had been fo deftitute of 
4 ~ilitary ftores, as not to have powder enough in all its magazines, 
' to furnifh more than ji'Ve rounds per man for their fmall arms. • 
Great guns were out of the queftion; they were fired now and then. 
only to fhew that they had them. Yet this fecret was kept with 
fo much addrefs and good countenance from both armies, that Gen . 
Waihin~ton was enabled effçétually to continue the blockade. E.] 

, ~}3ritain~ 
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-Britain, at the expence of three millions, bas 
killed 150 Yankies this campaign, which is 
2o,ooo 1. a head; and at Bunker's Hilllhe gained 
a nlile of ground, half of which ilie loft again 
by our taking poft onPloughed Hill. During the 
fame ti!Ile 6o,ooo children have been born in 
America. From thefe data his mathematical head 
will eafily calculate the time and expence neceffary 
to kill us ali, and conquer our whole territory. 
-My fincere refpeéts to * * * * * *, and to the 
club of honeft whigs at * * * * * -* * * *• 
Adieu. 1 am ever 

Y ours mo.il alfeétionately, 

B.F. 

Le tt er - .. 
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Letter from Lord Howe to Dr. Franklin*· 

Eagle, June the 2oth, 1776. 

1 Cannot, my worthy friend, permit the letters 
and parcels, which I have fent (in the fiate I 

received them) to be landed, wi tho ut ad ding a 
word upon the fubjeét of the injurious extremi
ties in which our unhappy difputes have engaged 
us. 

· you 

'il [In the year 1776 an aét of parliament pafred to prohibit and 
J"efl:rain on the one hand, the trade and interc:mrfe of the refraétory· 
colonies refpeétively during the revoit; and on the other hand, to 
en able perfons appointed by the crown to grant par dom and declare 
any particular difl:riét at the king's peace, é.5c. Lord Howe (who 
·had been previoufly appointed commander of the fl.eet in North 
America) was on May 3d declared joint commijfiomr with his brother 
Gen. Howe for the latter purpofes of the aél;. He failed May 1 z ; 
and while off the Ma{fachufetts coafl: prepared a declaration announc. 
ing this commiilion, and àccompanied it with çircular letters. J uly 
4th, independence had been declared; but neverthelefs congrefs 
(invited by varions at tempts made to procure a conference) refolved 
to fend Meflieurs Franklin, J. ,dams, and E.Rutledge to learn the 
propofitions of the commiilioners, by whom authorized, and to 
whom addreffed. The commiffioners having no power to treat wit'h 
congrefs in :ts public capacity, and congrefs not being impowered 
by their repreftntatives to refcind the a.ét of independence; the con· 
ference was broken off --It remains only to add, that on Sept. 
19, the commiilioners declared themfelves ready to confer with any 
of the well-affeéted, on the means of refl:oring peace and permanent 
union with every colony, as part of the Britifh empire; and promifed 
a re'Uijion of the feveral royal injtruélions fuppofed to lay improper 
refl:raints on colony-legiflation, and alfo the king's concurrence in a 
revifion of the objeétionable aéts of parliament: Which feemed the 
JJltimatum of the commiŒon.-Parliament however, by a fubfequent 
aét, (which among other things formally renounced taxation in 
No;th Ameriça and ;he Weft In dies) author~ed 1ive commiffioners 

te> 



Letter from Lord Howe, 

Y ou will learn the nature of my miffion, from 
the official difpatches which 1 have recommended 
to be forwarded by the fame conveyance. Re
taining ali the earneftnefs I ever expreffed, to fee 
our differences accommodated-; I !hall conceive, 
if I meet with the difpofition in the colonies 
which 1 was once taught to expett, the mofi: flat
tering hopes of proving ferviceable in the objeéh 
çf the King's paternal folicitude; by promoting 
the efiabli!h1nent of lafi:ing peace and union with 
the colonies. But if the-deep-rooted prejudiceg 
of America, and the neceffity of preventing ber 
trade from paffing into foreign channels, muft 
keep us il:ill a divided people; I lha11, from e'very 
private as well as public motive, mofi heartily 
lament, that this is not the moment wherein thofe 
gre.at objeéls of n1y ambition are to be attained; 

-
to treat, fettle and agree, even with congrefs; but fubjeét to the 
tàrther confirmation of parliament. Lord Carlii1e, and Meffieurs 
John fon and Eden, with the comm~nders in chief of the land and 
{ea forces, were the cammiffianers appointed by the crown under 
this aét; and Dr. Adam Fergufon was made fecretary ta the cam-
miffian, . 

Mr. Henry Strachey had be en fecretary ta the firfl cammiffion, 
fJ,ttended with the following fingular circumfl:ance, as ftated in the 
houfe of lords. In this commiffion for refl:oring peace to America, 
F (or in other rwot-ds to induce America at once to put a confidence 
,. in the crown, and to believe that the parliament of En gland is a 
f fufficiently powerful and honeft barrier for them to truft to ;) the 
,. f..:cretary ( Mr. Strachey} has 500 l. granted for !ife out of the 
'four mtd a half per cent. duty, filched by the crown from the 
,. lFe.ft lndia !;lands, and in oppofition to a folemn addrefs of parlia
' ment deuring that it might be applied to the original purpofes for 
,. which it was granted by the refpeétive a!femblies of the iilands.' 
- What thefe original purpofes of the grants were, I meant (fee 
p. zSo) very briefly to have ftated; but have not been able to pro .. 
cure the proper doçuments in tirne, E. J 

and 
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and that I am to be longer deprived of an oppor .. 
tunity to affure you perfonally of the regard with 
which I am 

Y our fin c-ere and faithful 

humble fervant, 

H OWE. 

P. S. l was difappointed of the opportunity I 
expeéted for fending this letter, at the time it was 
dated; and have ever tinee been prevented by , 
cairns and contrary winds, from getting here, to · 
inform General Howe ,of the commiffion. with 
which I have the fatisfaétion to be charged, and 
of his being joined in it . 

. Off of Sandy Hook, 12 ofJuly. 

Superfcribed, Ho w E. 

To Benjamin Franklin, Efq; Phi!adelphit~~" 

B b 
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Dr. Franklt'n's Anfwer to Lord Howe. 

My LoRD, 
Philadelphia, J uly 30, I 776. 

. J Received fafe the letters your Lordfhip fo kindly 
forwarded to me, and beg you to accept my 

thanks. 
The official difpatches to which you refer me, 

contain nothing more than what we had (een in 
the aét of pariiament, viz. " Offers of pardon 
" upon fubmiffion;" which I was [orry to find; 
as it muft give your Lordfhip pain to be fent fo 
far on [o hopelefs a bufinefs. 

Direéting pardons to be offered to the colonies, 
who are the very parties injured; expreifes indeed 
that opinion of our ignorance, bafenefs, and in
fenfibility, which y our uninformed and proud 
nation has long been pleafed to entertain of us; 
but it can have no other effeét than that of en
creafing our refentments.- It is impoffible we 
ihould think of fubmiffion to a government, that 
has with the mofi: wanton barbarity and crue1ty 
burnt our defencelefs towns in the midf1: of wjn
ter; excited the favages to 1na.ffacre our (peaceful) 
farmers; and our flaves to 1nurder their mafi:ers; 
and is even now .* bringing foreign mercenaries to 

,.. [Abcut this time theHeffians, &c.hadjuft arriïed from Europe • 
.at Staten I!land and New Y or k.) 

deluge 
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delue:e our fettlements with blood. Thefe atro-o 
cious injuries have extinguiihed every fpark of 
affeét:ion for that parent country we once held fo 
dear :-But were it pofiible for us to forget and 
forgive them, it is not po.ffible for you (I mean 
the Britiih nation) to forgive the people you have 
[o heavily injnred ;-you can never confide again 
in thofe as fellow fubjeéts, and permit them to 
enjoy equal freedom, to whom you know you 
have given fuch juil caufes of lafr ing enmity; 
and this muft impel you, were we again under 
your government, to endeavour the breaking our 
fpirit by the fevereil: tyranny, and obfiruéting by 
every means in your power our growing ftrength 
and profperity. 

But your Lordihip mentions " the King's pa
" ternal folicitude for promoting the efl:abliih
" ment of lafcing peace and union with the colo
" nies." If by peace. is here meant, a peace to 
be entered into by difiinét flates, now at war; 
and his Majefty has given your Lorda1ip powers 
to treat with us of fuch a peace ; I may ventùre 
to fay, though without authori ty, that I thmk 
a treaty for that purpofe not quite impraéticê. ble, 
before we enter into foreign alliances, But I am 
pe.rfuaded you have no fuch powers.- You r na
tion, though by puniihing thofe American go
vernors who have fomented the difcord, rebuild
ing our burnt towns, and repairing as fur as pof
fi ble the mifch iefs clone u.s ; ihe might reco'. er a 
great ihare of our regard ; and tl-:e greateft 1 are 
of our gm\ving commerce, with all the a~ivan-

B b 2 tages 
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tages of that additional firength, to be derived 
from a friendfhip with us; Y et I know too well 
her abounding pride and deficient wifdom, to be-
lieve !he will ever take fuch falutary meafures* 
Rer fondnefs for conqueft as a warlike nation; 
her luft of don1inion as an ambitious one; and 
her thirft for a gainful monopoly as a commercial 
one (none of them legitimate caufes of war;) 
will join to bide fr01n her eyes every view of ber 
true interefi; and continually goad her on in 
thefe ruinous difiant expeditions, fo defiruél:ive 
both of lives and of treafure, that they mufi prove 
as pernicious to her in the end, as the Croifades 
former1y were to mofi of the nations of Europe. 

I have not the vanity, my Lord, to think of 
intimidating, by th us prediél:ing the effeéts of this 
war; for I know it will in En gland have the fate 
of ali my former prediél:ions; not be believed till 
the event iliall verify it. 

Long did I endeavour t with unfeigned and un
wearied zeal, to preferve from breaking that fine 
and noble china vafè-the Briti{h empire; for I 
knew that being once broken, the feparate parts 
could not retain even their foare of the ftrength 
and value that exified in the whole; and that a 
pcrfeét re-union of thofe parts could fcarce ever 
be hoped for. Y our Lord!hip may poŒbly re
member the tears ofjoy that wet my cheek, when, 
at your good fifl:er's in London, you once gave 
me expeé1:ations that a reconciliation might iàon 

t [See the note at the dofe of this let ter. E.] 

, take 

~~. . . 
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take place.-1 had the misfortune to Bnd thefe 
expeél:ations difappointed, and to be treated as 
the caufe of the mifchief I was laboqring to pre ... 
vent. My confolation under th at groundlefs and 
malevolent treatment was, that I retained the 
friendiliip 7 of many wife and good men in th at 
country; and among the rdl:, fmne ihare in the 
regard of Lord Howe. . 

The well founded efieem, and permit me to 
fay affeé.tion, which I fuall always have for your 
Lordihip; make it painful to me to fee you en
gaged in conduéting a war, the great ground of 
which, (as defcribed in y our letter;) is " the ne
" ceffity of preventing the American trade from 
" paffing into foreign channels." To me it feems 
that neither the obtaining or retaining any trade, 
how valuable foever, is an objeét for which men 
may juilly fpill each others blood; that the truè 
and [ure means of extending and fecuring com
merce, are the goodnefs and cheapnefs of com
modities; and that the profits of no trade can 
ever be equal to the expence of compelling it~ 
and holding it, by fleets and armies. I confider 
this war againfl: us, therefo.r_e, as bath unjufi and 

· unwife; and I am perfuaded, that cool and dif
paffionate pofierity will condemn to infamy thofe 

· who advifed it; and that even fuccefs will not 
fave fron1 forne degree of diG1onour, thofe who 
have voluntarily engaged to cond Jét it. 

I know your great moti ·1e in coming hit1 ~rJ 
was the hope of being infirun-.en ~ ·- ~1 a reco.nc = ~ 
liation; and I beheve, w1.en y v, E·~d that 10 · 

B b ,., . ~· 

~ -- ~ 
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impoffible, on any terms given you to propofe, 
you will th err rehnq ui!h fo odious a command, and 
return to a more honourable private fi:ation. 

With thé greatefi and moft fincere refpeét, I 
·have the honour to be, 

My Lord, 

Y our Lordihip's moil: obedient, 

humble fervant, 

B. Franklin *· 

Di'reéled to the Rz'g.ht Hon. 
.. Lord ViJéount Ho'we. 

* [It occur~ to me to mention that Dr. Franklin was fuppofed 
to have been the inventer of a little emblcn~atical de)îgn at the com
mencement of our difputes; reprefenting the frate of Great Britain 
and her colonies, .fhould th e: former perfift in reftraining the latter's 
trade, deftroying their currency, a11d taxing their people by Iaws 
made by a legiflature in wh; ch they were not reprefented.- Great 
Britain was fuppofed to have been plâ.ced upon the globe: But ,the 
colonies, her limbs, bei .. g fevered from her, fhe was feen lifdng 
her eyes and mangled ftumps t::> he:n·en; her .fhield, which fhe was 
unable to wield, lay ulelefs by her iide; her lance had piercedNew 
En gland; the laurel hranch was fallen from the hand of Penfylva
nia; the Englifh oak had h ft its head, and fto·'d by a bare trunk 
with a few withered branch r:'s ; briars and thorns were on the groJnd 
beneath it; our ibips had brooms at th eir topmail:-heads, denoting 
their being upon fale; and Brita rmia herièlf was feen !liding off the 
world, no longer able to hold its babnce; her fragments overfpread 
with the label date obo!u:n Belijarir;,-This in ihort1 was the fable of 

the 



[A: D.T.) to Lord Howe. 37) 

the bel!y and the members reverfe.d. But I tell the.ftory chiefly 
for the fake of the moral, which has the air of haviflg been fuggefteâ 
by Dr. Franklin* ; and is as follows.-' The political moral of 
~ this piéture is now eafily difcovered. Hiftory affords us many 
~ infl:ances of the ruin of fl:ates, by the profecution of meafures ill 
~ fuited to the temper and genius of its people. The ordaining of 
~ laws in favor of one part of the nation, to the prejudice -and op
~ preffion of another; is certainly the mofl: erroneous and mifl:aken 
' policy. An equal difpenfation -of proteétion, rights, privileges 
~ and advantages, is wh~t every part is intitled to, ·and ôught to 
' enjoy; it being a matter of no moment to the ftate, whet~er a 
' fubjeét grows rich and flouriiliing on the Thames or the Ohio, in 
~ Edinburgh or Dublin. Thefe meaf\}res never fail ,to ereate great 

and violent jealoufies and animofities, between the péople favored 
' and the people oppre!fed. From whence a total feparation _of 
~ affeétions, interefts, political obligations and a~l manner of con
' neétions, nece!farily en[ues; by which the whole ftate is w0ake~ed 
' and perhaps- ruined for ever.' , _ ~ • 

This language is part of the fame-fyil:em with the following frag
ment of a fen tence, which Dr. Fral}klin inferted in 4 polit~_al pub
licaticn of one of his friends. ' The attempts to efl:abliili arbitrary 

' power over fo great a part of the Britiili empire, [are] to the im
' minent hazard of our moft valuablè commerce, .and of that na
' tional ftrength, fecurity al).d felicity, which depend on union at)d 
' liherty ;'-The prefervatwn of which, I <~.rn told, he ufed to fav. 
~ had been the great objeét and labor~of his !ife ; the whole being 
' fu ch a thing as the world newr hifore faw.' E.] 

* This defign was printed on a tard, and Dr. Franklin at the 
time I believe occafionally ufed to write l1is notes on fuch cards. 
I t was alfo printed on a bal[ Jhee t if paper, with an explanation by 
forne ether perfon, and the moral given above. The drawing was 
bl.lt moderately e;xecutcd. ' 

Bb4 C omptrrifoll 
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Comparifon of Great Britain and America asto 
Credit, in 1777 *. 

I N botrowing money, a man's credit depends on 
forne or ali of the following partièulars. 

Firfr, His known conduét refpeél:ing former 
loans, and his punétuality in difcharging them. 

Second>ly; His indufiry. 
Thirdly; His frugality. 
Fourthly., The amount and the certainty of his 

incarne, and the freedom of his e.fiate from ·~he 
incumbrances of prior debts. 

Fifthly, His weil founded profpeél:s of greater 
future ability, by the improvement of his eitate 
in value, and by aids from others. 

Sixthly, His known prudence in managing his 
general affairs, and the advantage they wi:l pro
bably receive from the loan which he defires. 

Seventhly, His known pr0bity and honefi cha~ 
raél:er, manifefied by his voluntary difcharge of 
his debts, whîch he could not have been legally 
COfllpelled to pa y.-The circumfiances which 
give credit to an t!zdividual ought to, and will 
have, their weight upon the lenders of money to 
pub/tc hodies or nations.-If then we confider and 

* [This paper was written, tranl1ated, ptinted, and circulatqJ, 
while Dr. Franklin was at the court of Paris, for the purpofe of 
inducing foreigners to !end money to America in preference to Great 
l3ritain, E.] 

compare 
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compareBritain andAmerica, in thefe feveral par
ticulars, upon thequeil:ion, " To which is it fafefi: 
" to lend money t' W e !hall fi nd, 

1. Refpeéting former loans; that America, 
which borrowed ten millions during the laft war 
for the maintenance of ber army of 2 5,ooo me11, 
and other charges; bad faithfully difcharged and 
paid that debt, and ali her other de bts, in I 772. 
- WhereasBritain, during thofe ~en years of peace 
and profitable commerce, had made little or no 
rèd utl:Î0!1 of her debt; but on the contrary, from 
time w t1me, diminiilied the hopes of her credi
tors, by a wanton diverfion and mifapplication of 
the finking fund deftined for difcharging it. 

2. Rdpeéting ·indujlry; Every man [in Ame-
rica J is employed; the grea ter part in cultivating 
their own lands; the rel1 in handicrafts, naviga
tion, and commerce. An idle man is a rarity; idle
nefs and inutility are difgraceful.-In Eng!and, 
the number of that charaéter is immenfe; failiion 
has fpread it far and wide; Hence the embarraif
ments of private fortunes, and the daily bank
ruptcies arifing from an univerfal fondnefs for ap
pearance and expenfive pleafures; And bence, in 
forne degree, the mifmanagements of public bu
finefs; for habits of bufinefs and ability in it, are 
acquired only by praétice; and where univerfal 
diffipation, and the perpetua} pm-fuit of amufement 
are the mode; the youth, educated in it, can 
rarely afterwards acquire that patient attention and 
clofe application to affairs, which are fo necefiàry 
to a ftatefman charged with the care of national 

· welfare. 
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welfare. Hence their frequent e1 ror., in policy; 
and bence the wearinefs at public co-unclls, and 
backwardnefs in going to them; the conil:ant un
willingnefs to engage in any meafure that requires 
thought and confideration; and the reacme:5 for 
poftponing every new propofitwn; Which t'Jfi:

poning is therefore the only parr of bufinei~ that 
they come to be expert in, an expertneis produced 
necetfarily by fo rrmch daily praétice. V.t hereâs in 
America, men bred to clofe employment in t :~eir 
private affairs, attend wîth eaiè to thoîe of t He 

public, when engaged in them, and nothu-;g.:. uls 
through negligence. 

' 3. Refpecringfrugality; the manner of liv;ng 
in America is more firr...ple ::md lefs expenfive tha.n 
that in England : plain tables, plain clothing, and 
plain farniture in houfes prevai], 'ivith few car
riages of pleafure; there, an expenfîve ~ppear..,nce 
hurts credit, and is avoided: in En gland, it 1s orten 
aflumed to gain credit, and continued to ruin.
Refpeéting public affairs, the diiference is fiill 
grea ter. In En gland, the falaries of officers, and 
emoluments of office, are enormous The king 
has a tnillion il-erling per annum, and yet cannot 
1naintain his family free of debt: Secretaries of 
State, Lords of Treafury, Admiralty, &c. have
vafi appointments: An Auaitor of theExchequer 
has fîxpence in the pound, or a fortieth part of 
ail the public money expended by the nation; fo 
that, when a war colts forty millions, one million 
is paid to hitn : ll.n Infpeétor of the Mi nt, in the 
laft new coinage, received as his fee 6 5,oool. · 

' fterling 
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fl:erling per annum: To aU which rewards, no 
fervice thefe. Gentlemen can render the public is 
by any means equivalent. All this is paid by the 
f '-1...,. e, who are oppref.Ted by taxes fo occafioned; 
an... , by rendered lefs able to contribute to the 
pa; nt of neceifary, national debts. lnAmerica, 
fal n t.s, wh er~ indifpe nfible, are extremely low; 
But ;.nt:.ch of the pub]i bufinefs is clone gratis: 
The bono r of fer -, 1 1g t.'1 public ably and faith
fully, 1s deemed iufficient Public .fpirit really 
exiils there, and bas great effeél:s. l n England, 
it is umvertà lty de~med a nrJl -entity, and whoever 
pretends to it, IS laughed at as a fool, or fufpeél:ed 
as a knave. The committees of congrefs, which 
for rn the bo:.trd of war,. he hOa rd of treafury, the 
board of foreign affairs, the naval board, that for 
accounts, &c. all attend the bufinefs of their re
fpechvt funéljons, without any falary or emolu
ment wh Le er; though they fpend in it mu ch 111ore 
ot tbcif t1 me than any Lord ofTreafury or Admi
ralty in England can fpare, from his amufements. 
- A BriLiih minifter lately computed, that the 
wholè expence of theAmericans, in their âvil go
vernment, ov ..:.:: three millions of people, amount
ed to but 7o,ooo 1. fterling; and drew from thence 
a conclufion, that they ought to be taxed, until 
the ir expence was equal in proportion to th at which 
it cofts Britain to govern eight millions. He had 
no idea of a con trary concluiion; th at if three mil
lions may be weil governed for 7o,ooo 1. ejght 
mjlliôns may be as well governed for three times 
that fum ; and that ~herefore the expence ôf his 

own 

1 • 
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own government fhould be diminiili.ed.-In that 
corrupted nation, no man is a{hamed ofbeing con ... 
cerned in lucrative Government jobs, in which 
the public money is egregioufiy mifapplied and 
fquandered, the treafury pillaged, and more nu .. 
merous and heavy taxes accumulated; to the 
great oppreffion of the people. But the profpeét 
of a greater number of fuc~1 jobs by a war is an 
inducement with many to cry out for war upon 
ali occafions, and to oppofe every propofition of 
peace. Renee the confiant increafe of the national 
debt, and the abfolute improbability of its ever 
being difcharged. 

4· Refpeél:ing the amount and certainty if zn
come, and Jolidity if jècurity; the wh ole Thirteen 
States of America are engaged for the payment of 
every debt contraél:ed by the congrefs; and the 
debt to be contraél:ed by the prefent war, is the 
only debt they will have to pay; ali, or nearly ali 
the former debts of particular colonies being al
ready difcharged. Whereas England will have to 
pay, not only the enormous debt this war n1uft 
occafion, but all their vaft preceding debt, or the 
intereil: of it ;-and while America is· enriching 
itfelf by prizes made upon thé Britifh commerce, 
more than it ever did by any commerce of its own~ 
un der the refiraints of a Britiili monopoly; Britaz'n 
is growing poo rer by the lofs of th at monopoly, 
and the diminution of its revenues; and of courfe 
lefs able to difcharge the prefent indifcreet increafe 
of its expences. 
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5. Refpeéting profpeél:s of greater future ability; 
Britain bas none fuch. Her iflands are circum
fcribed by the ocean; and excepting a few parks 
or forefts, .fhe has no new land to cultivate, and 
cannat therefore extend her improvements. Her 
numbers too, infiead of increafing from increafed 
fubfiftence; are continually diminiiliing from 
growing luxury, and the increafing difficulties of 
rnaintaining families, wbicb of courfe difcourages 
early marriages. Thus .fhe will have fewer peo
ple to affift in paying her debts, and that dimi
niilied nurnber will be poorer.-America, on the 
contrary, bas befides ber lands al rea dy cultivated, 
a vaft terri tory yet to be cultivated; which being 
cultivated, continually increafe in value with the 
increafe of people; And the people, who double 
themfelves by a natural propagation every twenty 
five years, will double yet fafier, by the acceffion 
of Jlrangers, as long as lands are to be bad for 
new families; So that every twenty years, there 
will be a double number of inhabitants obliged 
to difcharge the public debts; and thofe inhabi
tants being more opulent, may pay their .fhares 
with greater ea{è. 

6. Refpeéting prudence in general affairs, and: 
the advantages to be expeéted from the loan de
fired; theAr:uricans are cultivators of land; thofe 
engaged in fiîhery and commerce are few, com
pared with the others . . They have ever conduéte.d 
their feveral governments with wifdom, avoiding 
wars, and vain expeniive projeél:s; delighting only 
in their peaceable oc~upations, which rnuft, can-

fide~ing , 
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fidering the extent of their uncultivated territory1 

find th em employment fiill for ages. . Whereas 
Eng!and, ever unquiet, ambitious, avaricious, 
imprudent; and quarrelfome, is half of the time 
engaged in war; al ways at an ex pence infini tel y 
greater than the advantage to be obtained by it, 
if fuccefsful. Th us they made v~ar againfl: Spain 
in 1739, for a daim of about 95,oool. (fcarce a 
groat for each individual of the nation) and fpent 
forty millions fierling in the war, and the lives 
of fifty thoufand men; and finally made peace 
without obtaining fatisfaétion for the fum claimed. 
Indeed, there is fcarce a nation in Europe, againfl: 
which !he bas not madewar on forne frivolous pre
text or other; and thereby imprudently accumu
]ated a debt that has brought her on the verge of 
bankruptcy .-But the mo11 indifcreet of all her 
wars, is the prefent againft America; with which 
!he rnight, for ages, have pre!èrved her profitable 
conneétion, only by a jufi: and equitable conduét. 
She is now aéting like a mad iliopkeeper, who, by 
beating thofe that pais his doors, at tempts to make
them come in, and be his cu!torn ers. America 
cannot fubmit to fuch treatlnent, without being 
firft ruined; and being ru ined, b er cuftom will 
be worth nothing. England, to ef;'"cét this, i~ 
increailng ber debt, and irretrievably ruinmg her
felf.-America, on the other h:md, aims only to 
efbbli{h her liberty, and tlut fre~dom of com
merce which will be :ldvantJ_;eous to ail E urope; 
And by aboliih ing that n1onopoly which ilie la
boured under, {h e \ rill profit infinitely more than 

enough, 
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enough, to repay any debt which !he m ay con
traét to accompli{h it. 

7· Refpeéling charaéler in the hondf p aJmzent 
of debts; The punétuality with which America 
bas difcharged her public debts, was ihewn under 
the firfi head.-And the general good difpofition 
of the people to fuch punétuality, bas been mani
fefled in their faithful payment of private debts to 
England, fince the commencement of this war. 
- There were not wanting forne politicians (in 
America,] who propofed flopping that payment~ 
un til peace ihould be re!lored; alleging that in . 
the ufual courfe of commerce, and of the credit 
given, there was always a debt ex i11:ing equal to 
the trade of eighteen months : That the trade 
amountirfg to five m illions fierling per annum, 
the debt mu fi be [even n1ill ions and an half; that 
this fum p aid to the Britiih m erchants, would 
operate to prevent tha t difl:refs, intended to be 
brought upon Britain, by our fioppage of con1-
merce with her: F or the merchants receiving 
thi s m oney, and no 'Jrders with it for farthc r fup
plies, \vould either lay it out in the public funds; 
or ' in employing manufaB:urers, to accumulate 
goods, for a fu tu re hungry market in A merica, 
upon an expeé'œd accommodation; by which 
rneans the funds would be kept up, and the manu
faélu rers p revented from murmuring. But againfl 
t his it rwczs a/leged, th at injuries fr mn m iniüers 
ilJould not be revenged on merchants ; that the 
credit was in confequcnce of private contraéts, 
m ade in confidence of good faith; that thefe ough t 

· to 
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to be held facred, and faithfully complied with i 
For that whatever public utility might be fuppofed 
to arife from a breach of priva te faith, it was unj uft; 
and would in the end be found unwife; honefi:y, 
being in tru th, the beft policy. On this princi
ple, the propofition was univerfally rejeél:ed; and 
though the Engli{h profecuted the war; with 
unexampled barbarity, burning our defencelefs 
towns in the midfi: of winter, and arming favages 
againft us; the debt was punél:ually paid; And the 
merchants of London have tefl.ified to the parlia· 
ment, and will tefiify to all the world, that from 
their experience in dealing with us, they had, 
before the war, no apprehenfion of our unfairnefs; 
and that fince the war, they have been Cf?nvinced, 
that their good opinion of us was weil founded. 
-England, on the contrary, an old, c01·rupt, 
extravagant, and profligate nation, fees herièlf 
deep in debt, which fhe is in no condition to pa y; 
and yet is madly, and di!honefi:ly, running deeper, 
without any poffibility of difcharging her debt, 
but by a public bankruptcy. 

It appears, therefore, from the general indufhy, 
frugality, ability, prudence, and virtue of Ame .. 
rica, th at {he is a much fafer debtor than Britain; 
- To fay nothing of the fatisfaél:ion generous 
mincis mufi: have in refleél:ing, that by loans to 
Atnerica, they are oppofing tyranny, and aiding 
the caufe of liberty, ·which is the cauiè of all 
mankind. 
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Report if tbe Committee of Aggrievances qf the 
Affembry q/Penfylvania, dated Fe b .. 22, 17 57 *. 

I N obedience to the order of the houfe, we have 
drawn up the heads of the moil: important 

aggrievances that occur to us, which the people 
of this province with great difficulty labour und er; 
the many infraétions of the conil:itution, (in mani
feil: violation of the royal grant, the proprietary 
charter, the laws of this province, and of th_e 
laws, ufages, and cuftoms of our mother country;) 
and other matters; which we apprehend call aloud 
for redrefs. 

They are as follow : 

* [TheEnglifh colony-governments feem to have been confidered 
as of three forts. Firft, Pro'Vincial governments; where the confl:itu
tion originally depenàs on the King 's commiilion and infl:ruétions, 
given to his governors; and the affemblies held under that authority, 
have the ir !11are in making local ordinances not repugnant to Englifh 
law. Next, Proprietary governments ; where a diHriét of country is 
given by the crown to individuals , attended with certain legiflative 
powers in the nature of a fief; with a provilion for the fovereignty 
at home, and alfa for the fulfilment of the ter ms and end of the gr ... nt. 
Lailly, Charter governments, where the form of g Jvernment is pre
vioufly prefcribed and made known to the fettlers, bei JJ g in no de. 
gree left fubjeét to a governor's commiffion or proprietor's will. (See 
Blackfl:one, Vol. I. In trod. § 4·) - Good faith however to man ki nd 
feemed to require, that the conttituti ms once begun und r the pro
vincial or proprietary governrnents, fhould re main un.altered ( ex ~ept 
for im provemen t,) ~o the refpeéti ve fettlers ; eq ua il y as in cha; ter go
vernments. 

By the lafl: paragraph of the above report, it feems that the aifem
bly efl:abli!hed in Pen fyl 11ania intended to fend Con1mjJioners to Eng
land, to folicit redrefs of v.:rious g ievances, par· icularly refp: éting 
the1r p rop rietor' s crJnduét; and that t Je: b ·.1 mefs beiug referred to a 
committee of the affcmbly, t he foll l vin ~ -epr r · was meat t..J --on
vey the opinion of th at committee concerning the inilr uEti, n, nccef, 
fary to be giv_en by lhe aifembly to the commüiioner~ . :E. ] , -

C c z Firj!:J 
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Firjl, By the royal charter, ( which has ever 
been, ought to be, and truly is, the principal 
and invariable fundamental of this confiitution) 
King Charles the Second did give and grant unto 
William Penn, his heirs and affi.gns, the province 
of Penfylvania; and alfo to him and his heirs, 
and his or their deputùs or lieutenants, free, full, 
and abfo] ute power for the good and happy go
vernment thereof, to m ake and enaét any laws, 
" according to their bell: difcretion ; by and with 
" the ad vice, afient, and approbation of the free
" men of the faid country, or of their delegates 
" or deputies ;" for the raifing of money, or any 
other end appertaining to the public ftate, peace 
or fafety of the faid country. -By the words of this 
grant, it is evident that full powers are granted to 
the deputie$ and lieutenants of William Penn and 
his heirs, to concur with the people in framing 
laws for their proteétion and the fafety of the pro
vince, according to their bell: difcretion; in depen
dent of any inftruétions or direétions they fhould 
receive from their principals. And it is equally 
obvious to your committee, that the people of 
this province and their reprefentatives were inte
refted in this royal grant; and by virtue thereof 
have an origin:1l right of legiilation inherent in 
them; which neither the proprictors nor any other 
perfon whadoever can àiveit thenl of, re!l:rain, 
or abridge; without manifefi:Iy violating and de
ftroying -the ktter, fpirit, and defign of this grant. 

Neverthelefs we unfortunately find, th.lt the 
proprietaries of this _province1 regardlefs of this 

- facred 
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facred fundamental of ali our rights artd liberties J 
have f-o abridged and reftriéted their late and pre
fent gr;vernor's difcretion in matters of legiflation, 
by their illegal, impraéticable, and unconfiitu
tional infi:ruétions and prohibitions ; that no bill 
for granting aids and fupplies to our mo{l: gracious 
f9vereign, (be it ever fo reafonable, expedient, and 
neceifary for the defence of this hisMaje_fiy's colo
ny, and fafety of his people,) unlefs it be agree
able thereto, can meet with his approbation: by 
rneans whereof the many confiderable fums of 
money which have been offered for thofe purpofes, 
by the aifemblies of this province ( ever anxious 
to main tain his honour and rights,) have been re
jeéted; to the great encouragement ofhisMajefi:y's 
enemies, and the imminent danger. of the lofs of 
this his colon y. 

Second/y, The reprefentatives of the people in 
general aifembly met, by virtue of the faid royal 
grant, and the charter of privileges granted by 
the faid William·Penn, and a law of this province; 
have right to, and ought to enjoy all the powers 
and privileges of an affembly; according to the 
rights of the free-born fubjeéts of England, and • 
as is ufual in any of the plantations in America: 
[ Alfo J it is an indubitable and now an inconte!ted 
right of the -commons of England to grant aids 
and fupplies to his Majefiy in any manner they 
think mofi: eafy to themfelves and the people; and 
they [ alfo J are the foie judges of the mecifure, man ... 
ner and time of gran ting and raifing the fame. 

J Cc 3 Never ... 
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N evetthelefs the ptoprietar.ies of this province,. 
in contempt of the faid royal grant, proprietary 
charter, and law of their colony; defignîng to fub
vert the fundan1entals of this conititution; to de
prive the aifembly and people of their rights and 
privileges, and to aifume an arbitrary and tyran .. 
nical power over the liberties and properties of his 
Majefiy's liege fubjecrs; have fo rèfirained their 
governors by the defpotic in)lruéfions, (which are 
not to be varied from, and are particularly direc
tory in the framing and paffing of money bills and 
fupplies to his Majdl:y, as to the mode, meafure, 
and ti me;) th at it is impoffible for the aifembly, 
ihould they lofe all fenfe of their rnofi effential 
tights, and compJy with thofe infiruétions, to 
grant fufficient aids for the defence of this his 
Majefiy's province from the con1mon enemy. 

'rhird!y, In purfuance of fundry aéts of general 
a!fembly, approved of by the crown, [and] a natural 
right inherent in every man antecedent to alllaws; 
the affemblies of this province have had the power 
of difpo)ing of the public n1onies, that have been 
raifed for the encouragement of trade and fupport 
of government, by the interefi-money ari.fing by 
the loan of the bills of credit and the excife. No 
part of thefe manies 'vas ever paid by the proprie
tarùs, or ever raifed on thei.r efrates; and there
fore they can have no pretence of right to a voice 
in the difpofition of them. They have ever been 
appli d with prudent frugality to the honour and 
advantage of the public, and the King's immediate: 
fervice, to the general approbation of the people:. 

. th~ 
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the credit of the government has been preferved1 
and the debts of the p:ublic punél:ually difcharged6 
In thort, no inconveniencies1 but great and tnany 
~dvantages have accrued,. from the aifembly's pru• 
dent care and management of thefe funds. 

Y et the proprietaries refolved to deprive the a( .. 
femblies of the power and means of Jupportirzg an 
agent in England; and of profecuting their corn• 
plaints and remonfirating their aggrievances; wh en 
injured and oppreifed, to his Majefiy and his par• 
liament: And to rob them of this natural right, 
(which has been fo often approved of by their gra.a. 
cio us fovereign). have, by their faid infi:ruél:ions, 
prohibited their governor from giving his affen~ to 
any laws emitting or re-emitting any paper-cLJr
rency or bills of credjt, or for raifing n1oney by 
excife or any other method; unlefs the governor 
or commander in chief for the time being, by 
claufes to be inferted therein, have a negative Ùt 
the djfpojition of the monies arifing thereby; let 
the languilhing circutn[tances of our trade be ever 
fo great, and a further o-r greater medium be ever 
fo neceifary for its fupport. 

Fourthly, By the laws and fl:atutes of England, 
the chief rents, honours, and cailles of the crow1t 
are taxed, , and pay their proportion, to the fupplies 
that are granted to the King for the defence of the 
realm and fupport of governmerH: His Majefiy, 
the nobility of the realm, and ail the Britilh fub
jeéts, do now aélual-ly contribute their proportion 
towards the defence of America in general, and 
this province in particular ~ And it is in a more 

C c 4 / efpecial 
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efpecial manner the duty of the proprietaries t<7 
pay their proportion of a tax for the immediatè 
prefervation of their own eftates, in this province. 
To exempt therefore any part of their eftates from 
their reafonable part of this nece!fary burthen, is 
as unjufr as it is illegal, and as new as it is arbi
trary. 

Y et the proprietaries, notwithftanding the ge
neral danger to which the nation and its colonies 
are expofed, and great diftrefs of this province in 
particular; by the ir faid inftruétions, have prohibi
ted their governors from paffing laws for the raifing 
fupplies for its defence; unlefs ali their located,_ 
unilnproved, and unoccupied lands, quit-rents, 
fines and purchafe manies on intereft, (the rouch 
grea ter part of their enormous eftates in this colon y) 
are exprefsly exempted from paying any part of 
the tax. 

Fifthly, By virtue of the faid royal charter, the 
proprietaries are invefted with a power of doing 
every thing " which unto a compleat eftablilh
" ment of juftice, unto courts and tribunals, 
" for ms of judicature, and mann er of proceedings, 
" do belong." It was certainly the import and 
defign of this grant, that the courts of judicature 
lhould be forn1ed, and the judges and officers 
thereof, hold their comrniffions, in a manner not 
repugnant, but agreeable to the laws and cuftoms 
of England; that thereby they might remain free 
from the influence of perions in power; the rights 
of the people n1ight be preferved, and their pro-

pertie• 
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perties effeétual1y fecured. That the grantee, 
William Penn ( underfianding the faid grant in this 
light) did, by his original frame of government, co
venant and grant with the people, that the judges 
and other officers fhould hold their commiffions 
during their good behavz'our, and no longer. 

Notwithftanding which, the governors of this 
province have for many years paft, granted ali the 
commiffions to the judges of the King's Bench or 
fupreme court of this province, and to the judges 
of the court of Common Pleas of the feveral coun
ties; ta be held during their 'will and plecifure: By 
means whereof, the faid judges being fubjeél: to 
the influence and direé1:ions of the proprietariei 
and their governors, their fa vou rites and creatures, 
the laws may not be duly adminiil:eredor executed, 
but often wrefied from their true fenfe to ferve 
particular purpofes : the foundation ofjufiice may
be liable to be defl:ruyed ; and the lives, laws, 
liberties, privileges and properties of the people 
thereby rendered precarious and altogether infe
cure; to the great difgrace of our laws, and the 
inconceivable inj ury of his Majefly"s fubjeéls. 

Y our committee fLnther beg leave to acld, that 
befides thefe aggrievances, there aïe other hard
ihips the people of this province have experienced, 
that caU for redrefs.-The inliflment if fiYvantJ 
72'ithout the leafljatisfa8ion being made to the maf
ters, bas not only prevented the cultivation of our 
lands, and diminiD1ed the trade and commerce of the 
province; but is a burthen extremely unequal and 

opord"Ev~"' 
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oppreffive to individuals. And lhould the praétice 
continue, the confequence mufi: prove very difcou-. 
raging to the further fettlen1ent of this colon y, and 
prejudicial to his Majefty's future fervice.-J ufi:ice, 
therefore, demands that fatisfaétion fi10uld be made 
to the mafi:ers of fuch inlifted fervants; and that 
the right of mafiers to their fervants be confirmed 
and fettled.-But as thofe fervants have been in
lifted into his Majefi:y's fervice for the general de
fence of America, and not of this province only J 
but all the colo"nies, and the nation in general, havè 
and will receive equal benefit from theit fervice; 
this fatisfattion {bauld be made at tpe expence of 
the nation, and not of the province only. 
' That the people now labour under a !Jurtben 
of taxes almofi infupportable by fo young a colony; 
for the defence of its long ~ extended frontier, of 
about two hundred miles from New Jerfey to 
Maryland; without either of thofe colonies~ ot 
the three lower counties on Delaware contributing 
their proportion th~reto; though their frontiers _ 
are in a great m.eafure coYered and proteB::ed by 
our forts. And {lwuld the war continue, and with 
it this unequal burthen, many of his Majefiy's 
fu bjetts in this province will be reduced to want; 
and the province, if not loft to the enemy, in
volved in debt, and funk under its load. 

That notwithüanding this weight of taxes, the 
affern blies of this province ha've given to the- ge
nercdfln'·Ù·e of the n:.tion, five thoufand pounds to 
purchafe provifions for the troops under General 
Brad dock; 2,98 sl. 0 s. 1 Id. for clearing a raad 

by 
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by his orders; I o, 51 4l. 1 os. 1 d. to General 
Shirley, for the purch.aftng provifions for the 
New En gland forces; and expended the fum of 
2385l. os. 2-!:-d. in fupporting the inhabitants 
of Nova Scotia ;-Which likewife we concei ve 
ought to be a national expence. 

And that his Majefty's fubjeél:s, the merchants 
and infurers in England, as weil as the mérchants 
here :md elfewhere; did during the laft, and will 
during the prefent wat, greatly [fuffer J, in their 
property, trade, and commerce, by the enemy's 
privateers on this coaft, and at our capes; unlefs 
forne method be fallen on to prevent it. 

Wherefore your committee are of opinion,· 
That the commiffioners intended to befenttoEng• 
land, to folicit a memorial and redrefs ?f the many 
infraél:ions and violations of · the confiitution ;
!hould alfo have it in charge, and be inftruéted to 
reprefent to our moft gracious Sovereign and his 
parliaments, the feveral unequal burthens and 
hard!hips before-mentioned ;-and ëndeavour to 
procure fatisfaétion to the mafiers of fuch fervants 
as have been inlified, and the right of mafiers to· 
their fervants efiabliilied and confirmed;- and 
obtain a repayment of the faid feveral fums of mo
ney; forne affifiance towards defending our exten
five frontier; and a veifel of war to proteél: the 
trade and commerce of this province. 

Submitted to the correétion of the houfe •. 

Fe b. 22, 17 57· 



tfo the Freenten qf Penfylvania, on the Jubflé! of a 
particular Militia Bill, rejeéfed by tht Proprietor's 
tleputy or govtrnor. 

Philadelphia, Sept. 28, 1764. 

Gentlemen, 

youR defire. o.f knowing how the militia .bill 
came ta· fall1n the lafc Affembly, iliall Im .. 

mediately be complied with. 
As the Governor preifed hard for a militia law, 

to fecure the in ternal peace of the province, and 
the people of this country bad not been accufi:omed 
ta militia fervice; the houfe, to make it more 
generally agreeable to the freeholders, formed the 
bill fo as that they might have forne lhare in the 
eleét:ion of the officers; to fe cu re them from ha vin g 
abfolute ftrangers fet over them, or perfons gen·e
rally difagreeable. 

This was no more, than that every company 
lhould choofe, and recommend to the Governor, 
three perfons for each office of Captain, Lieute
nant, and Enfign; out of which three, the Go
vernor was to commiffion one that he thought 
moft proper, or which he pleafed, to be the 
officer.-And that the Captains, Lieutenants, and 
Enfigns, fo commiffioned by theGovernor; lhould, 
in their refpeétive regiments, choofe and recom
Inend three perfons for each office of Colonel, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, and Major; out of which 

th re~ 
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three the Governor was to commiffion one, which~ 
ever he pleaièd, to each of the fai.d offices. 

The Governor' J amendment to the bill in this 
particular,. was, to firike out wholly this privilege 
of the people ; and take to himfelf the flle ap
pointment of all the officers. 

The next amendment was to aggravate and 
tnhance al/ the fines. A fine that the Alfembly 
had made One hundred pounds, and thought 
heavy enough; the Governor required to be Three 
hundreù pounds. What they bad made Fifty 
pounds, he required to be One hundred and fifty. 
- Thefe were fines on the commiffioned officers 
for difobedience to his commands; but the non 
commifiloned officers, or common foldiers, who, 
for the fam e o.ffence the Alfembly propofed to, 
.fine at Ten pounds, the Governor infifted lhould 
be fined Fif ty pounds. 

Thefe fines, and forne others to be mentioned 
hereafter, the Alfembly thought ruinouily high: 
-Bùt when, in a fubfèquent amendment, the 
Governor would, for offences among the militia, 
take away the trial by jury in the comrnon courts; 
and required, that the trial lhould be by a court
martial, compo1èd of officers of his own foie ap
pointing, who fuould have power of fentencing 
even to Death ;-the Houfe could by no means 
confent thus to give up their confiituents liberty, 
efiate, and life itfèlf, into the abfolute power of 
a proprietary Governor ;-and fo the bill failed. 

That you may be alfured 1 do not mifreprefent 
thi~ matter, 1 ih,all give you the laft tnentioned 
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amendment (fo called) at fulllength; and for the 
truth and exaétnefs of my copy I dare appeal to 
Mr. Secretary Shippen. 

The words of the bill, p. 4 3. were, " Every 
" fuch perfon fo offending, being legally conviéted 
'' thereof," &c. By the wor~s legally conviéled, 
was intended a conviétion after legal trial, in the 
common courfe of the laws of the land. But the 
Governor req uired this addition immediate! y to 
follow the words l" conviél::ed thereof"] viz. 'by 
' a court-martial; !hall fuffer DEA TH, or fuch 
~ other puni.lhment as fuch court, by their fen
' tence or decree, fhall think proper to infiiét 
' and pronounce. And be it farther enaéted by 
' the authority aforefaid, That when and fo often 
6 as it may be neceffary, the Governor and Com
e mander in chief for the time being, fhall ap
' point and commiffionate, under the great feal 
c or this province, fi.xteen commiffioned officers 
' in each regiment; with authority and power to 
' them or any thirteen of them to hold courts
' martial, of whom a field officer !hall always 
' be one, and prefi.dent of the faid court; and 
' fuch courts-martial {hall and are hereby im
' powered to adminifter an oath to any witnefs, 
' in order to the examination or trial of any of 
' the offences w hi ch by this aét are made cog
' nizable in fuch courts, and thaU come befDre 
' them. Provided always, that in aH trials by 
' a court-martial by virtue of this aét, every offi
' cer prefent at fuch trial, before any proceedings 
' be had therein, !hall take an oatb upon the 

~ holy 
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' bol y evangeliils, before one J ufiice of the peace 
' in the county where fuch court is held; who 
• are hereby authorized to adminifier the fame, 
• in the following words, that is to fay; "I A. B. 
'' do [wear, that I will duly adminifier jufiice 
J' according to evidence; and to the direétions of 
" an aét, intitled, An Aél for forming and regu·
" lating the militia of the province of Penfylvania, 
'' withont partiality, favour or affeétion; and that 
" I will not divulge the fentence of the court, 
" un til it lhall be approved of by the Governor 
'' or Commander in chief of this province for the 
'' time being; neither will I, upon any account, 
'' at any time whatfoever, difclofe or difcover the 
" vote or opinion of any particular member of 
" the court-martial. So help me God."-' And 
• no fen tence of Death, or other· fentence, lhall 
• be given againft any offender, but by the con
' currence of nine of the officers fo fworn. And 
' no fentence paifed againfi any offender by fuch 
' court-martial ihall be put in execution, until 
' report be made of the whole proceedings to 
' the Governor or Commander in chief of this 
• province for the time being, and his direél:ions 
' fignified thereupon.' 

It is obfi~rvable here, that by the common 
courfe of jufl:ice, a man is to be tried by a Jury 
of his neighbours and fellows; impannelled by a 
ther iff~ in whofe appointment the people have a 
choice: the prifoner too has a right to challenge 
twerity of the parinel, without giving a reafon, 
and as many more as he can give reafons for chal .. 

lenging j 
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lenging; and before ,h~ can be conviél:ed, the Jury 
~re to be unanimous; they are ~11 to agree that he 
is guilty, and are therefore ali accountable for 
their verdiét.-But by this amendment, the Jury 
(if they may be fo called) are all officers of the 
Governor's foie appointing; and not one of them 
can be challenged; And though a common militia · 
man is to be tried, no common militia man iliall 
be of that Jury; And fo far from requiring ail to 
agree, a bare majority .thaU be fufficient to con-

. demn you. And lefi that majority iliould be un
der any check or rdhaint, from an apprehenfion 
<>f what the world might think or fay of the feve
rity or injufiice of their fentence; an Oath is to 
be taken, never to difcover thevote or opinion of 
any particular member ! 

Thefe are forne of the chains attempted to be 
forged for y ou by the Proprietary faél:ion !-Who 
advifed the G-r is not difficult to know. They 
are the very men, who now clamour at the Af
fembly for a propofal of bringing the trial of a 
particular murder to this county, from another, 
where it was not thought fafe for any man to be 
either juryman or witnefs; and call it disfran ... 
chiiing the people ! who ~re now bawling about 
the conftitution, and pretending vaft concern for 
your liberties !-In refufing you the leaft means 
of recommending or expreffing your regard for 
perfons to be placed over you as officers, and who 
were thus to be made your judges in life and 
ellate; they have not regarded the example of the 
King, our wife as well as kind mafter ; who in 

all 
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ail his requifitions made to the colonies, of raifing 
troops for their defence, direéled that "the bet
" ter to facilitate the important fervice, the corn
" millions !hould be given to fuch as from tne!r 
" weight and credit with the people, may be 
" bell: ena bled to effettuate the le vies *."-In 
eftabli!hing a militia for the defence of the pro
vince, how could the " weight and credit'' of 
men with the people be better difcovered, than 
by the mode that bill diretted; viz~ by a majority 
of thofe that were to be commanded, nominating 
three for each office to the Governor, of which 
three he might take the one he liked befl: ?_ 

However, the courts-martial being efl:ablifhed, 
and ali of us thus put into his Honour's abfolute 
power, the Governor goes on to enhance the fines 
and penalties : Th us in page 49 of the bill, where 
the Affembly bad propofed the fi ne to be Ten 
ihillings, the Governor required it to be Too 
pounds :-In page 50, where a fine of F ive pounds 
was mentioned, the Governor's amendment re
quired it to be made F ifty pounds . And in page 
44, where the Affembly had faid, " fhall forfei t 
" and pay any fum, not exceeding F ive pounds ," 
the Governor's amendment fays, " ihall fuffer 
" DEA T H ; or fuch other puniiliment, as ihall, 
" according to the natu re of the offence, be in
" flitted by the fen tence of a court- martial! "-

The Affe mbly's refufing to admit of thefe 
amendments in that bill, is one of their offences 

• .See Sccretary of State' s Letters in the printed Votes. 
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againi1: the Lord Proprietary; for which that 
faétion are now abufing them in both the lan
guages t of the province, with ali the virulence 
that reverend malice can diél:ate ; enforced by 
numberlefs barefaced falfhoods, that only the 
moft diihoneft and bafe would clare to invent, 
and none but the moft weak and credulous can 
poffibly believe. 

VER I 'l'A S. 

t: [ It is hardt y necefl"ary to mention here, th at Penfylvania wa~ 
{cttled by a mixture of German and Englijb. E.] 
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Rcmarks on a late Protefi againfl the Appointment of 
Mr. FR AN K LIN as Agent for thù Provz'nce 
[of Penfylvania]. 

J Have ge,nerally pafred over, with a filent difre-
gard, the namelefs abufive pieces that have been 

written againfi: me t; and though this paper, 
called a PRoTEST, is figned by forne refpeétable 
names, I was, neverthelefs, inclined to treat it 
with the fame indifference; But as the A!fembly 
Îs therein refleél:ed on upon my account, it is 
thought more my duty to make forne remarks 
upon it. 

I would .firft obferve then, that this mode of 
protejling by the rninority, with a firing of rea
fons againfi: the proceedings of the m<ljority of 
the Hoi.lfe of Affembly, is quite new among us; 
the prefe·nr is the fecond we have had of the kind, 
and both within a few months. It is unknown 
to the -praéhce of the Hou fe of Commons, or of 
any Houfe of Reprefentatives in America, that I 
have beard of; and feems an affeéted imitation of 
the Lords in Parliament; which can by no n1eans 
becon1e Aifembly-men of America.-Hence ap
pears the abfurdity of the corn plaint) th at the 
Hou fe refufed tne Prote fi an entry on the ir mi
nutes. The protefiers kno v that they are not, 
by any cu ftom or ufage, intitled to fuch an entry; 
and that the praétice here is not· only ufele1s in 
itfelf, but would be highly inconvenient to the 

t [N.B. This was written and figned byDr. Franklin. E.] 
D d 2 Houfe; 
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Houfe; fince it would probably be thought ne
ceifary for the majority alfo to enter their reafons, 
to j ufl:ify themfelves to their confiituents; whereby 
the minutes would be incumbered, and the pub
lic bufinefs obfiruB:ed. T\1ore efpeciall y will it 
be found inconvenient, if fuch Protefts are made 
ufe of as a new form of libelling, as the vehicles 
of perfonal malice, and as means of giving to pri
vate abufe the appearance of a fanB:ion as public 
atts. Your Proteft, Gentlemen, was therefore 
properly refufed; and fince it is no part of the 
proceedings of Aifembly, one may with the more 
freedom examine it. 

Y our firfi reafon againfi my appointment is, that 
you " believe me to be the chief author of. the 
~' meafures purfued by the lafi: Aifembly, which 
" have occafioned Juch uneqfinefs and diftraétion 
~' among the good people of this province." I 
lhall not difpute my !hare in thofe meafures ; 1 
hope they are fuch as will intime do honour to all 
that were concerned in them. But you feem 
mifiaken in the arder of time: It was the unea
finefs and difi:raétion among the good people of 
the province that occafioned the meafures; the 
province was in confufion before they were taken,. 
and they were purfued in order to prevent fnch 
uneafinefs and difiraétion for the future. l\1ake 
one fiep farther back_, and you will .find proprie
tary injuftice fupported by proprietary minions 
and creatures, the original caufe of all our unea
finefs and diftraB:ions. 

Another 
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Another of your reafons is, " that I am, as 
" you are informed, very urifavourably thought 
" of by feveral of his Majejljs mùzijlers." 1 
apprehend, Gentlemen, that your informer i~ 
miihken. He indeed has taken great pains to 
give unfavourable 1mprefi1ons of me, and perhaps 
may flatter himfelf, that it is impoŒble fo much 
true indufhy iliould be totally without efrèél:. His 
long fucceis in maiming or murdering ali the 
reputation:; that fiand in his way ( which bas been 
the dear delight and confiant employment of his 
life) may likewife kave given him forne jufl: ground , 
for confidence that he has, as they cali it, done 

for me, among the reit.-But, as 1 faid before, I 
believe he is mifiaken. For what have I clone 
that they iliould think unfavo 1rably of me ? It 
cannot be my confi:antly and uniformly promoting 
the meafures of the crown, ever fince I had any 
influence in the province. It cannot, furely, be 
my promoting the change from a proprietary to 
a royal government.-If indeed I had, by fpeeches 
and writings, endeavoured to make his M;:1jefiy's . 
government univerfally odious in the province : 
lf I had harangued by the wèek, to all comers 
and goers, on the pretended inj uil:ice and oppref~ 
fions of royal government, and the fla very of the 
people under it: If 1 had written traitorou s pa
pers to this purpofe, and got them tranil:lted int<!J 
other languages, to give h js l\!Iajcfly's foreign fub 
jeél:s here thofe horn ble ideas of it: lf I bad de
dared, written and printed, that " the Ki ng's 

D d 3 " little 



' / 

406 Reply to a Prote.ft againjl Dr. Franklin, 

" little finger we iliould find heavier than the 
" Propriet;~·s whole lains," with regard to our 
liberties; then inat•ed rnight the miniiters be fup
pofed to think unfavourably of me. But thefe 
are not exploits r·or a maa who holds a profitàble 
office un der the crown, and can e .~. peét to hold it 
no longer than he behaves v/ d1 the fidelity and 
duty that becomes every good fubjeét. They are 
only for officers of proprietary appointment; who 
hold their commifiîons during h1s, and not the 
King's, pleafure; and who, by dividiug among 
themièlves and their relations, offices 9f many 
thoufands a year enjoyed by proprietary flVour, 
fee! where to place their loyalty. I wiih they 
were as good iubjeéts to his Maje)iy ;-and per
haps they may be fo, when the proprietary inter
feres no longer. 

Another of your reafons is, " that the propofal 
,, of me for an agent, is ex tremel y d1f:igreeable to 
~~ a very great number of the n1ofi ferious and 
H reputable in!1abitants of the province; and the 
4' proqf is, my ha .ing been rejetted at the laft 
H eleétion, though I bad repreü~nted the city in 
ff Affembly tor fcurteen years." 

And do thofe of yon, Gentlemen, reproach me 
with this, who, among near four thoufand voters, 
had fcarcely a fcore more than I h:1d? It fèems 
then, that your eleCl-hns were very near being 
rejeélions, and thereby furniihing the fame proof 
in your c1fe that you produce in mine, of your 
bç;jn_g likewife extre.mely diiàgreeable to ;1 very 

great 
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great number of the mo:ll: _ferious and reputable 
people. Do you~ honourable Sir, reproach me 
with this; who for almofi twice 14 years have been 
rejeéted (if not being chqfen is to be rejeéled) by thë 
fame people; and ( unable, with all y our wealth 
and conneélions, and the influence they give you, 
to obtain an eleél:ion in the county where yuu re ... 
fide, and the city where you were born, and are 
bell: known ; ) have been obliged to accept a feat 
from one of the out counties, the remotefi of the 
province !-It is known, Sir, to the perfons who 
propofed me, that I was firfi chofen againfi my 
inclination; and aga in fi my entreaties that I might 
be fuffered to remain a private man. In none of 
the 14 eleétions you mention did I ever appear as 
a candidate. I never did, direél:Iy, or indireél:ly 
folicit any man's vote. For fix of the years jn which 
I was annually chofen, I was abfent; refiding in 
England; du ring ali which time, your fecret and 
open attacks upon my charaél:er and reputation 
were inceffant; and yet you gained no ground. 
And can you really, Gentlemen, find matter of 
triumph in this rejeélion as you call it ?-A tno
tnent's refleétion on the means by which it was 
obtained, mufi make you a!hamed of it. 

Not only my duty to the crown, in carrying the 
pofi-office aét more duly into execution, was made 
ufe of to exafperate the ignorant, as if I was en
creaiing my own profits, by pic king their pockets; . 
but my very zeal in oppofing the murderers, and 
fupporting the authority of government; and even 

D d f my 
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my humanity, with regard to the innocent Indi'an! 
under our proteétion; were ~uftere.d among my 
oifences, to fiir up againft me thoiè rebgious bi
gots, who are of ali favages the mofi: brutiili. Add 
to this the numberlefs fal!hoods propagated as 
truths; and the m qny perjuries procured among 
the wretched rabbi~ brought to fwear themièlves 
jntitled to a vote ;-And yet fo Joor a fitperiority 
obtained at ail this expence of honour aad con
fcience ! can this, Gentlemen, be matter of tri
vmph ? Enjoy it then Y our exultation, however, 
was lhort.-Y our artifices did not prevail every 
where;. nor your double tickets, and whole boxes 
of forged votes. A great majority of the new 
çhofen afl'embly were of the old members, and 
remain uncorrupted. They fiill ftood firm for the 
people, and will obtain juftice fron1 the proprieta
ries. But what does that avail to you, who are in 
th~ · proprietary intereft? And what çomfort caq 
it afford you, when, by the affembly's choice of 
flQ. agent, it appears that the fame, to you obnoxi
oqs~ man, ( notwithfi:anding all your venomous 
inveétives againfi: him) !hll retains fo great a aure 
g[ the public confidence ? 
' But "this fiep, you fay, gives you the more 

~' lively affiiélion ; as it is taken at the very mo
H ment when you were informed by a me1pber 

- H of the houfe, that the governor had aifured him 
H of his having received infiruélions from the 
H propriepries, to give his affent to the taxation 
ff pf ~heir eftates.? in the fame mamzer that the 

'' eftates 
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" efiates of other perfons are to be taxed; and alfo 
" to cor!firm, for the public ufe, the feveral 
" fquares formerly claimed by the city."-0 the 
force of friendiliip ! the power of intereil:! What 
politenefs they in fufe into a writer, a~d what de
licate expreŒons they produce !-The difpute be
tween the proprietaries and us was about the 
quantum, the rate of their taxation; and not about 
the mann er ; But now, w hen ali the \vorld con
demns them for requiring a partial exemption of 
their efiates, and they are forced to fubmit to an 
honeit eq uality, it is cal1ed " qlfenting to be taxed 
" in the fame manner with the people. "-Their 
rdJitut·ion of five public fquares in the plan of the 
city, which they had near forty years unjufily and 
diilionourably feized and detained from us, ( direét
ing their furveyor to map fireets over them, in 
order to turn them into lots, and their offi.cers to 
fell a part of them;) this the ir djjgorgùzg, is foftly 
called conjirming them for the public ufe; and in
fiead of the plam words "former/y given to the city, 
" by the firfi proprietary their father," we have 
thecautious pretty expreffion of" forn1erly c!aùned 
" by the city :" Y es ; not only former/y, but 
ahvays claimed, ever :G.nce they were prom!fed 
and gz"ven to encourage the fettlers; and ever will 
be claimed, till we are put in aétual poiTeffion of 
them. It is pleafant, however, to fee how lightly 
and tende ri y y ou trip over thefe matters, as if you 
trad upon eggs.-· But that "VER Y MOMENT ;'• 

that precious 1noment! Why was it fo long de
Jgy~d? Vvhy were thofe healing inftruétions fo 

long 
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long withheld and concealed from the people? 
They were, it feems, brought over by Mr. Allen*: 
Intelligence was received by various bands from 
London, that orders were fent by the propriet2r.ies, 
fron1 which great hopes were e:Jtertained of an 
accommodation. Why was the bringing and ~he 
delivery of fuch orders fo long denied? The reafon 
is eaflly underfiood. Meffieurs Barclays, frien:is 
to both proprietaries and people.:, w1ilied fer th;tt 
Gentleman's happy arrivai ; hcping his in.flunzce, 
added to the power and comm/ifl:;ns the proprie
taries had vefl:ed hi rn with, mig~1 t pt ove cEfectual 
in reftoring harmony and tranq :J ~lhty among us; 
But he, it feems, hoped his ùifhenc~ mig,t do 
the bufinefs, without _ thofe additw~s.-Theze ap
peared on his arrivai forne profped: (from fundry 
circumfi:ances) of a change to be made in the houfe 
by the approaching eleétion. The proprietary 
friends and creatures knew • the heart of their 
~after; and how extreme1y difagreeable to him 
that equal fctxaticn, that rejfitution, and the other 
conc~!Jions to be made for the f.:lke of a reconcilia
tion, mufi neceifarily be. They hoped therefore 
to fpare him all thofe mortifications, and thereby 

:fo Extrafl of a Letter , datul London, Auguft 6, 1 764,from David 
Barclay and Sons, to lrfcjjîeuïS James and Dnnker. 

" We very much wilb for rrdiiam .Ailen's happy arri\'al on your 
u fide; whén we hope his influence, added to the pcwtr and ccm
" miffcr.s the proprietaries have in 1elted hi rn with, m .• y prove effec
" tuai, in reif ring harmony and tranquillity ~meng you, iè much 
« to be defi red by every well-\\ ilher to y our prO\ ince. Pray be af
" fu red. of our fincerefl: and be ft wiihes for the fuccefs of this talu tary 
" work, and that nothing in our power, to contribute thereto, ,vi!J 
" eveJ· be w::mting." 
1 

• fecure 
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fecure a grea ter portion of his favour. Renee the 
in truétwn _ v re not produced to the lafl: affen1bly; 
though , ty arrived before .the September fitting, 
whe 1 1e governor wa,s in town, and aétually did 
b ouds with the houfe. Nor to the new aifembly 

e-1e t1 ey mentioned; till the " very moment,'• 
the faul moment, when the houfe were on the 
poiGt of choofing that wicked adverfary of the 
proprietary, to be an agent for the province in 
En gland. 

Hut I have, you fay, a " fixed enmity to the 
" proprietaries,'' and " you believe it will pre
'' elude ali accommodation of our difputes with 
" them, even on juil and reafonable terms."
And why do you think I have a fixed enrnity to 
the proprietaries ? I have never had any perfonal 
difference w·th them. I am no land-jobber; and 
therefore have never • had any thing to do with 
their land-office or officers; if I had, probably, 
like others, I mig· t have been obliged to truckle 
to their meafures, or have had like caufes of com
plaint.-15ut our private interefts never clailied; 
and all their refentment againfl: me, and mine to 
them, bas been on the public account. Let them 
do juftice to the people of Penfylvania, aét ho
nourably by the citizens of Philadelphia, and be
come honefl: men; my enmity, if that's of any 
confequence, ceafes from the "very moment;" 
and, as foon as I poffibly can, I promife to love, 
honour and refpeét them.-In the mean time, 
why do you " believe it will prec]ude ali ac
" commod?~tz.on \Vith them on j ufi: an_d reafonable 

" terms ?" 
1 
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H terms ?" Do you not boafi, that their gracious 
condefcenfions are in the hands of the governor; 
and that " if this bad been the ufual time for 
1 ' bufinefs, his honour would have iènt them 
" clown in a meffage to the houfe." How then 
can n1y going ~J Englana prevent this accommo
dation ? The governor can caU the Houfe when 
he pleafes; and, üne wou1d think, that, at leaft 
in your opinion, my being out of the way would 
be a favourable circumil:Qnce. For th en, by "cul
" tivating the difpofition fnown by the proprie
" taries, every reajônable demand that can be rn ~ de 
" on the part of the people might be obtained: 
" in vigorouily infifl:ing on which, you promife 
" to unite moi1: earneitly with the rei1: of the 
" Houfe."-It feems then we haYe " reafonable 
'' demands" to make, and as you cali them a lit
tle higher, equitable demands. This is much for 
proprietary tninions to own ; But you are all 
growing better, in imitation of your mafter, which 
is indeed very comrnendable. And if the accom .. 
modation here fhould fail, I hope that though you 
di1like the perfon a majority of two to one in the 
Hou[e have thought fit to appoint an agent; you 
will neverthelefs, in duty to your country, con
tinue the noble refolution of uniting with the refl: 
of the Houfe, in vigorouily infi11ing on that equ-ity 
and juflice, which fuch an union will undoubtedly 
obLün for us. · 

I pafs over the tr~vial charge againfi the Af
fembly, that they " aé.ted with unnec~!fa'J hr;jle 
" in proceeding to th1s appointment, without 

making 
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" making a fmall adjournment," &c. and your 
affeéted apprehenlions of danger from that ha!te. 
The neceility of expedition on this occafion is as 
obvious to every one out of doors, as it was to thofe 
within; and the fears you mention are not, I fancy, 
confiderable enough to break your refi:.-I come 
then to your high charge again:fl: me, " That I 
" heretofore ventured, contrary to an aét of Af
" fembly, to place the public money in the fi:ocks; 
" whereby this province fuifered a lofs of 6oool. 
" and that fum, added to the soool. granted for_ 
" my expences, makes the whole cofi: of my for
" mer voyage to England amount to ELEvE N 

" THOU SAND POUNDS !"-H ow wifely_ was that 
form in our laws contrived, which when a man 
is arraigned for his life, requires the evidence to 
fpeak the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth! The reafon is manifefi:. A falihood 
may defiroy the innocent; fo may part if a truth 
without the whole; and a mixture of tru th and 
faHhood may be full as pernicious. Y ou, Mr. 
Chief J ufiice, and the other jufiices among the 
protefters, and you, Sir, who are a Counfellor at 
Law ; m uft all of you be well acquainted with 
this excellent form; and when you arraigned my 
reputation ( dearer to me than ]ife) before the Af
fembly, and now at the refpeétable tribunal of 
t he public ; would i t not have well become your 
H-0nours to have had forne fmall regard at leafi: to 
the fpirit of that form ?-Y ou might have men
tioned, that the di reétion of the aët to lod ge the 
Jill oney in the Bank, fubjeét to the drafts of the 

t ru Hees 

; 
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tru fiees of the loan-office here, was impraél:icable; 
that the bank refufed to receive it on thofe terms; 
it beingcontrary to their fettled rules to takecharge 
of money fubjeél: to the orders of unknown people 
living in difi:ant countries. Y ou might have men
tioned, that the houfe being informed of this, 
and having no immediate caU for the money, did 
themfelves adopt the meafure of placing it in the 
.fiocks, which then were low; where it might 
on a peace produce a confiderable profit, and in 
the tnean tÎlne accumulate an interefl:: That 
they even palfed a bill, direél:ing the fubfequent 
fums granted by parlian1ent, to be placed with the 
former: th at the meafure was prudent and fafe; 
and that the lqfs arofe, not from placing the money 
1 N the fiocks, but from the imprudent and un
neceifary DRA WING IT ouT at thevery timewhen 
they were lowe ft, on forne flight uncertain rumours 
of a peace concluded: that if the aŒembly had let 
it remain another year, infiead oflofing they would 
have gained_ Six 'lboz!fimd pounds; and that after 
all, fince the exchange at which they fold their 
bills, was near tcze-,enty per cent. higher wh en they 
drew than when the fiocks were purchafed, the 
lofs was far from being fo great as you reprefent it. 
All thefe things you might have faid; for they are, 
and you know them to be, part of the whole trutb; 
but they would have fpoiled your accufation.
The late fpeaker of your honourable Houfe, lVIr. 
Norris, ({vho has, I fuppofe, all my letters to 
him, and copies of his own to me, relating to 
th at tranfaétion) can tefiify vrith how mu ch in-

tegrity 
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tegrity and clearnefs I managed the whole affair. 
Ail the Houfe were fenfible of it, being from 
time to time full y acquainted with the faéts.-If I 
had gone to gaming in the fiocks with the pnblic 
money, and through my fault a fum was lofl, as 
your proteft would infinuate; wh y was I not cen
fured and puniilied for it when I returned? Y ou, 
hon~urable Sir (my enemy of feven years fl:anding) 
was then in the Houfe. Y ou were appointed on 
the cornmittee for exarnining my accounts; you 
reported th at yôu fou nd them j ufl, and figned th at 
report *.-1 never folicited the emp1oy of agent; 

I made 

"" Report of the Committee on Benjamin Franklin's Accounts. 
" In obedience to the arder of the Houfe, we have examined the 

u account of Benjamin Franklin, Efq; with the vouchers to us pro
" duced in fupport thereof; and do find the fame account to be jufi:, 

• u and that he has expended, in the immediate fervice of this pro
" vince, the fum of Se<Ven hundred and Fourteen pounds, Cf'en jhillings 
" and Se'Ven-pence, out Gf the fum of F{fteen hundred pounds fi:erling, 
1 ' to him remitted and paid; exclulive of any allowance or charge 
" for his fupport and fervices for the province. 

Jow N M o RTO N, JoHN HucHE s, 
WILLI AM ALLEN, SAM UEL RHOAD S, 

February 19, 1763. JoHN Ross, Jo HN "VVILKI NS ON, 
JoHN MooR, Is AA C PE ARSON. 
Jo sE PH F ox, 

" The Houfe taking the foregoing report of the commi ttee of ac
" counts into confideration, and having fpent forne time therein, 

'' R ejol<Ved, 
" That the fum of Five hundred pounds fterling pir annum be 

" allowed and given to Benj amin Franklin, Efq; late agent for the 
" province of Penjjlv ania at the court of Great BritaiN, du ring his 
" abfence of fix years from hi s bufinefs and con neEtions, in the fer
.. vice of the public; and that the thanks of this Houfe be alfa given 
" to the faid Gentleman by Mr. Speaker, from the chair ; as well 
" for the faithful difcharge of his duty to this province in particubr. 
" as for the many and important fcn'Ïces done America in general , 
H durin~ his refidence i..n Grmt Bntain." ' 
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1 made no bargain for my future fervice, when l 
was ordered to England by the affemb1v; nor did 
they vote me any {alary. 1 lived the~e near fix 
years at my own expence; and I made no charge 
or demand when I came home. Y ou, Sir, of aU 
ethers, was the very member that propofed (for 
the honour and j ufi:ice of the Hou fe) a compenfa
tion to be made tne of the Pive thozifand pounds 
you mention. Was it with an intent to reproach 
me th us publicly for accepting it ?-I thanked the 
Houfe for it then, and I thank you now for pro
pofing it: Though you, who have lived in Eng
land, can eafily conceive, that befides the prejudice 
to my private affairs by my abfence, a 'Thoifand 
pounds more would not have reimburfed me.
The money voted was immediately paid me. But 
if I bad occafioned the lofs of Six thoufond pounds 
to the province, here was a fair opportunity of 
fecuring eafily the greateil part of it; wh y was 
not the Pive thoujànd pozmds dedutted, and the 
ren1ainder called for? The reafon is, this accu
fation was not then invented.-Permit me to add, 

cc Purfuant to a refolve of the nineteenth of laft month, that the 
" thanks of this Houle be given to Beja:ni·z Fradlin, Kq; for 
•' his many ferviccs not only to the proYince of Pnrfy/.vmria, but to 
" Ame~·ica in general, during his late agency at the court of Great 
'' Britaùz; the fame were t:üs day ac:::onlingly given in form from 
" the chair. --To which Mr. Fr.-m.Ui.7 , refpeétfully addreffing 
" himfelf to the Speaker, made anf, er, That he was thankful to 
" the Houfe, for the very h:mdfome and generous allowance they 
" haJ becn pleafed to make him for his fen·iccs ; but that the ap
" probation of this Houfe was, in his eftimaticn, far ab;),·e evcry 
•• mh~r kind of recompcnce." J'otes, 1763. 

th.at 
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that fuppofing the whole Eleven thoufand poundi 
an expence occafioned by my voyage to England; 
yet the taxation of the proprietary efl:ate now efta
blilhed, will, when valued by years purchafe, be 
found in time an advantage to the public, far ex
ceeding that expence. And if the expence is at 
prefent a burthen, the odium of it ought to lie 
on thofe who, by their injuftice, made the voyage 
neceffary; and not on me, who only fubmitted 
to the orders of the houfe, in · undertaking it. 

I am now to take leave (perhaps a lafl: leave) 
of the country I love, and in which 1 have fpent 
the greatefr part of my life.-ESTO PERPETUA. 
-1 wiih every kind of profperity to my friends; 
-and 1 forgive my enemies *· 

Philadelphia, Nov. 
s, 1764. 

~ fDr. Franklin appears from this palTage to have heen on th$ 
point of returning to England. See alfo his Examinati1n, p. ~946 
E.l_ 

/ 
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4.18 PRE.F ACE to Mr. Galloway's Speech. 

PREFACE by a Membe: of the Penfylvam"an 4/Jemhly 
[ viz. Dr .. Franklin] to the Speech if J ofeph 
Galloway, Efq; one if the Membersfor Ph-ila
delphia ·County; -in Arifwer to the Speech qf 
John Dù:ki'n.fon, Efq; delivered in the Houfe 
if 4/Jèmbly if the Province of Penfylvania, 
May 24, 1764 ;-on Occtljion of' a Petition 
drawn up by Order, and then under the Con)i
deration of the Hoife, prayùzg His Majefly for a 
Royal, in lieu qf a Proprietary, Govermnent *· 

JT is not merely becaufe Mr. Dickinfon's fpeech 
. was uiliered into the world by a preface, that 

cne is made to this of Mr. Galloway. But as in 

"' [As I am very rnuch unacquainted with the hiftory and prin
ciples of thefe provincial poli tics, I fhall confine myfelf to forne im
rerfeél: anecdotes concerning the parties, &c.- A fpeec,;h which Mr. 
Dickinfon had delivered in the Penfylvania affembly ag ain ft the abo
lition of the proprietary government, havjng heen publifhed, and a 
preface having been written toit as I think by a Dr. Smith; Mr. 
Galloway's fpeech was held forth as a proper anfwer to that fpeech, 
while the preface to it appeared balanced by the above preface from 
Dr. Franklin. Mr. Galloway's fpeech, or pwbably the advertife-

, ment that attended it, urged, I believe, Mr. Dickinfon firil: to a chal
lenge, and then to a printed reply.--The controverfy was quickly 
republifhed in E~glan?~ or at leaft the principal parts of it! and _it 
is from the Enghih edltlon of Mr. Galloway's fpeech, (pnnted m 
London by Nichols in 1765) that I have copied the above. 

Thefe feveral gentlemen however ièem for a time to have better 
agreed in their fubfequent opinions, concerning American taxation 
by Great Britain; Mr. Dickinfon in particular ha\'Îng taken a very 
:fpirited line in the F armer' s Letter.s and other pieces, which procured 
him confiderable reputation. The Congrefs declaration neverthelefs 
for inde pen denee, was reported not to have giv-en perfeél: fatisfaélion, 
at firft, either to himfelf or to Mr. Galloway. And in the event, 
Mr. Galloway, thought proper to come O\'er to General Howe, and 
afterwards to emhark for England. E.J. 

th at 
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that preface a number of afperfions were throwrt 
on our affemblies, and their proceedings grofly 
mifreprefented; it was thought neceffary to wipe 
thofe afperfions offby forne proper animadverfionsj 
and by a true fiate of faél:s, to reétify thofe lnif .. 
reprefen tations. . 

The preface begins with faying, that ' Gaver..: 
' nor Denny, (whofe adminifl:ration will never bé. 
' mentioned but with difgrace in the annals of 
' this province,) was induced by confiderations to 
' which the world is now no firanger, to pafs 
i fundry aél:s,' &c. thus infinuating, that by forne 
unufual bafe bargain fecretly made, but afterwards 
difcovered, he was induced to pafs them. 

It is fit; therefore, without undertakirig to juf.: 
tify ali that Governor's adminifl:ration, to ihew 
what thofe confiderations were.-Ever fince the 
revenue of the quit-rents firfl:; and after that, the 
revenue of tavern-licences, were fettled irrevo~ 
cably on our proprietors and governors.; they have 
looked on thofe incarnes as their proper eftate1 
for which they were under no obligations to the · 
people: and when they afterwatds concurred in 
paffing any ufeful laws, they confidered them as 
fo many jobs; for which they ought to be par
ticularly paid. Renee arofe the cufl:om of pre-
Jents twice ~ year to the Governors, at the clofé 
of each feffion in which laws were paiTed, given 
at the time of paffing: they ufually amounted ta 
a thoufand pounds per annun1d But when the 
Governors and Affemblies difagreed; fo that laws 

E e z wer<t 
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were not paffed, the prefents were withheld.
When a difpofition to agree enfued, there · fome
tin1es fiill remained [o·medjffidence. The Governors 
would not pafs the laws th-at were wanted, with
out being fure of the money, even all that they 
called their arrears; nor the Affemblies give the 
money without being fure of the laws. Thence 
the neceffity of forne private conference, in which 
rnutua} affurances of good faith might be received 
and given, that the tranfaétions iliould go band 
in band.-What name the impartial reader will 
give to this kind of commerce, I cannat fay: To 
me it appears an extortion of tnore money from 
the people, for that to which they had before an 
undoubted right, bath by the confiitution and by 
purchafe; but there was no other !hop they could 
go to for the commodity they wanted, and they 
were obliged to comply. Time eHabliilied the 
cufiom, and made it feem honefi; fo that our 
Governors, even thofe of the mofi undoubted 
honour, have praét:ifed it. - Governor Thomas, 
after a long rnifunderfianding with the Ailètnbly, 
went more openly to work with them in manag
ing this commerce, and they with him. The 
faét: is curious, as it fiands recorded in the \'Otes 
of 1742-3. Sundry bills fent up to the Governor 
for his airent had lain long in his bands, withont 
any anfwer. Jan. 4· the Hou(e ' Ordered, That 
' Thomas Leech and Edward Warner wait upon 
' the Governor; and acquaint him, that the Houfe 
' had long waited for his refult on the bills that 
~ lie before him, and defire to know when they 

'may 
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' ,may expeét it :' The gentlemen return, and re
port, 'That they waited upon the Governor, and 
' delivered th~ rndfage of the Houfe according to 
~ arder; and that the Governor was pleafed to fay, 
' He hacf.had the bills long 'under confideration, 
' and 'waited the rifult of the Hou)è.' The Houfe 
well underfl:ood this hint; and immediately re
folved into a committee of the whole Houfe, to 
take what was called the Goverrio.r's .fupport into 
confideration; in which they made (the minutes 
fay fome progrejs; and the next morning it ap
pears, that that progrefs, wha.tever it was, bad 
been communicated to him; for he fent them 
clown this meifage by his fecretary: 'Mr. Speaker, 

. ' The Governor commands me to acquaint you, 
' that as he has received aifurances .of a good dif
' po)ition in !he Houfe, he thinks it incurnbent on 
' him to îhew the ltke on his part; and therefore 
1 fends clown the bills which lay before him, 
" without any amendment.' As this meffage only 
{hewed a good difpoiition, but contained no pro
mife to pafs the bills, the Houfe feem to have had 
their doubts; and therefore, February .2, when 
they came to re fol ve, on the report of the grand 
commit tee, to give the money, they guarded their 
refolves very cautiouily, ·VÎz. ' Refolved, That on 
' the pa/fage of [uçh bills as now, lie before the 
' Governor, (the naturalization bill, and fu ch 
' other bills as may be prefented to him during 
~ this fitting) there be P AID him the fu rn of Pive 
' hundred pounds. Refolved alfo, That on the 
$ pailàge of fuch bills as now lie before the G,o ... 

E e 3 ~ yernor 
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~ vernor (the naturalization bill, and fuch other 
~ bills as may be prefented to him this fitting) 
' there be PAID to the Governor thejùrther fum 
f of One thoufand pounds, for the current year's 
f fupport ~ and that orders be drawn on the trea
~ [prer and trufiees of the loan-office, purlùant to 
' thefe refolves.' The orders were accordingly 
drawn; with which being acquainted, he ap
pointed a time to pafs the bills; which was clone 
with one band, while he received the orders in 
~he other: and then with the utmoil: politenefs 
[he] thanked the Houfe for the Fifteen hundred 
pounds, as if it bad been a pure free gift, and a 
mere mark of their refpeél: and affeél:ion. ' I thank 
f y ou, Gentlernen (fays he) for this infiance of 
' your regard; which I am the more pleafed with, 
f as it gi v es an agreeable profpeét of future har
' mony between me and the reprefentatives of the 
' peop1e.'-This, reader, is an exaét counterpart 
of the tranfaél:ion with Governor Denny; except 
~h~t Denny fent word to the Houfe, that he would 
pafs the bills bejore they voted the fupport. And 
yet here was no proprietary clamour about bri~ 
hery, &c.-And why fo? Why at that time the 
proprietary fami1y, by virtue of a fecret bond they 
h ad obtained of the Governor at his appointment~ 
VJ~re to jhare rzpjth him the iÙp1S fo obtaip.ed of ~he 
peoRle! 
· This ,-efervation of the proprietaries they were 
Jlt ~hat ti me a little afhamed of; and therefore 
fuch bonds were then to be fecrets. But as in 
; ' 

~y~ry kind of iinning frequent repetition leffens 
· · ~am~ 
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fhame, and increafes boldnefs ; we find the pro
prietaries ten years afterwards, openly iniifiing on 
thefe advantages to themfelves, over and above what 
was paid to their deputy: 'Wherefore (fay they*) 
~ on this occafion it is neceffary that we fhould 
' inform the people, through yourfelves their re
' prefentatives; that as by the conftitution oF R 

~ CONSENT IS NECE6SARY to their LA"\VS, at 
' the fame time that they have an undoubted rîght 
~ to fuch as are neceffary for the defence and real 
~ fervice of the country; fo it will tend the better 
~ to jàcilitate the feveral matters whi.ch muil be 
' tranfaéted with us, for their reprefentatjyes to 
~ ibew a regard to us and our INTER EST.' This 
was in the ir anf wer to the reprefentation of the 
affembly, [Votes, December, 17 54• p. 4-8.1 on 
the jufiice of theircontribu.ting to In.dian expences, 
which they had refufed.-And on this claufe the 
committee make the following rema,rk: ' They 
' tell us, their confent is neceifary to our laws, 
' and that it will tend the better to facilitate the 
~ matters which rnuil: be tranfaéted with them, 
~ for the reprefentatives to 1bew a regard to their 
' INTER EsT: That is, (as we underfiand it) 
' though the Proprietaries have a deputy here, 
' fupported by the provin.ce, who is, or ought to 
' be, fully impowered to pafs alllaws neceffary for 
' the fervice of the country; yet, before we can 
' obtain fuch laws, we rnufi: facilitate their paffage 
' by paying money for the proprietaries, which 
' they ought to pay; or in forne fhape make it 

"' {i.e. to the Alfcmbly. E.] 

Ee4 ~ their 
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~ their particular IN TER EST to pafs them. We 
' hope, however, th at if this praél:ice bas ev er 
' been begun, it will never be continued in this 
' province; and that fince, as this very paragraph 
' allows, we have an undoubted right to fuch 
, laws, we iball al ways be able toobtain them from 
~ the goodnefs of our fovereign-, without going to 
' market for them to a fubjeét.'-Time bas fnewn 
that thofe hopes were vain; they have been obliged 
to go to that market ever fince, direétly or indi
reétly; or go without their laws. The praétice 
has continued: and will continue, as long as the 
proprietary government fub.fifts, intervening be
tween the crown and the people. 

Do not, my courteous reader, take pet at our 
proprietary conftitution, for thefe our bargain and 
fale proceedings in legiflation.-It is a happy 
~ountry where jufiice, and what was your own 
before, can be bad fo-r ready money. lt is ano
ther addition to the value of tnoney, and of 
çourfe another fpur to induftry .-Every land is 
not fo blefi.ed. There are countries where the 
princely proprietor daims to be lord of all pro ... 
perty, where what is your own !hall not only be 
wrefied from you; but the money y ou give to have 
jt refiored iball be kept with it; and your offering 
[o m~1ch, being a fign of your being too rich, you 
fhall be plundered of every thing that remained, 
Th~fe times are not con1e here yet: Y our preü~nt 
proprietors have never been more unreafonable 
hitherto, than barely to infift on your fighting in 
dçfençe gf {hçir property, and paying the expenè~ 

your'i'J 
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yourièlves; or if their efiates mufl: (ah ! mzljl] be 
taxed towards it, that the bejl of their lands iliall 
be taxed no higher than the worfl of yours. 

Pardon this .digreffion, and I return to Gaver
nor Denny ;-But firfi let me do Governor Ha
mzïton the jufi:ice to obfervc, that whether from 
the uprightnefs of his own difpofition, or from 
the odious light the praétice bad been fet in on 
Denny's account, or from bath; he did not at
tempt thefe bargains, but paffed fuch laws as he 
thought fit to pafs, without any previous fiipula
tion of pay for them. But then, when he faw 
the affernbly tardy in the payment he expeél:ed, 
and yet calling upon him fiill to pafs more laws; 
he openly put them in mind of the money, as a 
debt due to him from cufiom. ' in the courfe 
' of the prefent year (fays he, in his rneffage of 
' Ju1y 8, 1763,) a great deal of public bufinefs 
' bath been tranfaéted by me, and I believe as 
' many ufefullaws enaéted, as by any of my pre
• deceifors in the fame fpace of time; yet I have 
' net underfiood that any allowance bath hitherto 
' been made to me for my fupport, as bath been 
' cufiomary in this province.' The houfe having 
then fome bills in hand, took the matter into im ... 
n1ediate confideration, and voted him five hundred 
pounds; for which an order or certificate was 
·accordingly drawn : And on the fame day the 
fpeaker, · after the houfe had been with the gover
por, reported, 'That his Honour bad been pleafed 
·' to give his affent to the bills, by enaél:ing the 
1 fame intp laws. And Mr. Spe~ker farther re ... 

.' ported, 
.. 
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c ported, Th at he had th en, in behalf of the houfe, 
' prefen ted the ir certificate of Fi ve h undred Pounds 
' to theGovernor; who was pleafed to fay, hewas 
' obliged to the hou fe for the fame.'-Th us we 
fee the pra j ce of purchafing and paying for laws 
is interwoven with our proprietary confi:itution, 
ufed in the befr times, and under the befiGover
nors.-And yet, alas poor affembly! how will 
you fieer your brittle bark between thefe rocks ? 
If you pay ready money for your laws, and thofe 
laws are not liked by the proprietaries, you are 
charged with bribery and corruption: If you wait 
a whi!e before you pa y, you are accufed of detain
ing the Governor's cufiomary right, and dunned 
as a negligent or diiboneft ~ebtor, that refufes to 
difcharge a j uft debt! 

But Governor Denny's cafe, I !hall be told, 
differs from all thefe; for the aéts he was induced 
to pafs were, as the Prefacer tells us, ' contrary 
' to his duty, and to every ûe of honour and }zif
' tice.' Such is the imperfeétion of our language, 
and perhaps of ali other languages, th at notwith
ftanding we are furnia1ed with diétionaries innu
tnerable, we cannat precifely know the import 
of words, unlefs we know of what party the man 
is that ufes them.-In the tnouth of an ,~!femb/y .. 
man, or true Penfylvanian, " contrary to his duty 
" and to every tie of honour and juftice," would 
mean ; the Governor's long refufa] to pafs laws, 
however j ufi: and necefiàry, for taxing the pro
prietary eftate: A refufal , contrary to the trufi: 
. · 3 repofed 
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repofed in the Lieutenant-Govemor by the royal 
charter to the rights of the people, whofe welfare 
it was his duty to promote; and to the nature of 
the contraét made between the Governor and the 
governed, when the quit-rents and licence fees 
were efiablifhed, which confirmed what the pro
prietaries call our "undoubted right" to neceifary 
laws.-But in the mouth of the Proprietaries, or 
their creatures, "contrary to his duty, and to 
" every tie ofjufiice and honour," m·eans his paf
ing laws contrary to proprietary infirutl:ions; and 
contrary to the bonds he had previoufly given to 
obferve thofe infiruétions : In.fl:ruétions how
ever, that were unjufi: and unconfiitutional; and 
bonds, that were illegal and void from the be
Pmnmg. 

Much has been faid of the wickednifs of Go ... 
vernor Denny in paffing, and of the aifembly in 
prevailing with him to pafs, thofe aéts. By the 
Prefacer's account of them, you would think the 
laws fo obtained were al/bad; for he fpeaks ofbut 
flven; of which fix he fays were repealed, and the 
· feventh reported to be 'fundamentally \VRONG 

' and UNJUST,' 'and ought to be repealed, un
, !ifs fix certain amendmen ts were made there
' in*.~ Whereas in faét there were nineteeJZ of 
them; and fev~ral of thofe mufl: have been good 
laws, for even the Proprietaries did not objeét 
to them. Of the eleven that they oppofed, only. 

,. This aéè is intitled, An aéè for granting to his Majefty the 
fum of one hundred thoufand pounds ; ftriking the fame in bills of 
çredit, and iinking t~e bills by a ~ax on ~Il eftates real and perfonal. 

. 4~ 
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fix were repea1cd; 1b that it feems thefe good 
Gentlemen may themfelves befometimes as wrong 
in oppofing, as the aifembly in enaéting laws. 
-But the words "fundamentally WR oN G and 
"UN JUST" are the great fund oftriumph to the 
Proprietaries and their partizans. Thefe their 
fubfequent Governors have unmercifully dinned 
in the ears of the affem bly on ail occafions ev er 
iince ; for they make a part of near a dozen of 
their meifages.-They have rung the changes on 
thofe words, till they worked them up to fay that 
the law was fundamentally wrong and unjuft in 

fi'< feveral articles; {Governor's mefTage, May 17, 
1764.) infiead of ' ought to be repealed, un/ifs 
' fix alterations or amendments could be made 
' therein. '-A law unj uit in fix fe veral articles, 
mufi be an unjufi law indeed. Let us therefore, 
once for all, examine th ·s unjuil: hw, article by 
article; in arder to fee whether our aifemblies 
have been fuch- villains as they have been repre ... 
fented. 

The jirft particular in lyhich their lordfhips 
propofed the aét iliould be amended vYas, ' That 
' the real efiates to be taxed, be difined witb pre
' cifion; fo as not to include the unfurveyed wafie 
' land belonging to the proprietaries.'-This 
was at mofb but an objcurity to be cleared up. 
and thou-gh the hw n1\ght well appear to their 
lord thi ps un certain in th at particular; with us, 
who better know our own cufioms, and that the 
proprietaries wafie unfurveyed land was never here 
confidered among efiates real, fu bjeét t0 taxation; 

the re 

, 
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there was not the leafi doubt or fuppofition, that 
fuch landswere included in the words " all eil:ates 
" real and perfonal." The agents therefore *, 
knowïng that the aifembly bad no intention to tax 
thofe lands, mightwell fuppofe theywould readily 
agree to rem ove the obfcurity .-Before we go far
ther, let it be obferved, that the main defign of 
the proprietaries in oppofing this aét was, to pre
vent their eflates being taxed at al!. But as they 
know tha't the doétrine of proprietary exemption, 
which they bad endeavoured to enforce here, 
could not be fupported there *; they bent their 
whole firength againfi the aét on other principles 
to procure its repeal; pretending great willing
nefs to fubmit to an equitable tax; but that the 
aifembly, (out of me~e malice, becaufe they had 
confcientiouily quitted~akerifm for the church!) 
were wickedly determined to ruin them, to tax 
ali their unfurveyeèi wildernefs-lands, and at the 
highefi rates; and by that means exempt them
felv~s and the people, and throw the whole bur
den of the war on the proprietary family.-I--Iow 
forei_gn thefe charges were from the truth, need 
not be told to any man in Penfylvania. And as 
the proprietors knew th;tt the hundred thoufand 
pounds of paper money, firuck for the defence 
of their enormous efiates, with others; was ac
tually iifued, fpread through the country, and 

_ in the hands of thoufands of poor people, who 
had given their labour for it; how baie, cruel, 

• [i. e. InEngland I fuppofe, when the laws were brought li.ol)le 
to receive the King's affent. E.J 

and 
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and inhuman it was to endeavour, by a tepeal of 
the aét, to firike the money dead in thofe hands 
at one blow, and reduce it all to wafie paper; to 
the utter confufion of ali trade and dealings, and 
the ruin of multitudes, merely to avoid paying 
their own j uft tax ! - W ords may be wanting to 
exprefs,-but minds will eafily conceive,-and 
never without abhorrence! 

The ficond amendment propofed by their 
Lordihips was, ' That the located uncultivated 
4: lands ~elonging to the proprietaries !hall not be 
~ affeffed higher than the lo'lvejl rate, at which any 
~ 1ocated uncultivated lands belonging to the in
' habitants ihall be affeffed.'-Had there beerr 
any provifion in the aét, that the proprietaries 
lands, and thofe of the people, of the fame value, 
ihould be taxed differently, the one high, and 
the other low; the aét might weil have been 
called in this particular fundamentally wrong and 
unjufr. But as there is no fuch claufe; this can
nat be one of the particulars on which the charge 
,is founded; bu,t, like the firfi, is merely a requi
fition to make the aét clear; byexprefs direétions 
therein, that the proprietaries efl:ate fhould not be, . 
as they pretended to believe it would be, taxed 
higher in prep0rtion to its value than the efiates 
of others.-As to their prefent daim, founded on 
that article, ' that the beft and mofl: valuable of 
' their lands, ihould be taxed no higher than 
' the worfl: and leafi valuable of the people's,; 
it was not then thought of; they made no fuch 
demand; nor did any one drea1n that fo iniquitous 

a clain1 

1 
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a daim would ever be made by men who bad the 
lean pretence to the charaéters of honourable and 
honeft. 

The third particular was, ' That ail lands not 
' granted by the proprietaries rzvithin boroughs and 
' towns; be deemed located uncultivated lands, 
' and rated accordingly; and not as lots.' The 
claufe in the aét that this relate~ to is, ' And 
' whereas many valuable lots of ground within 
' the city of Philadelphia, and the feveral ho
' roughs and towns within this province, remain 
' unimproved; Be it enaéted, &c. That ali fuch 
' unimproved lots of ground within the city and 
' boroughs aforefaid fuall be rated and aifefièd 
' according to their fi.tuation and value, for and 
' towards raifing the money hereby gran ted.'
The reader will obferve, th at the word is, al! Ufi

improved lots; and that al! comprehends the lots 
belonging to the people, as weil as thofe of the 
proprietary. There were many of the fonner ; , 
and a number belonging even to members of the 
then Affembly; and conGdering the value,. the 
tax muft be proportionably as grievous to them,. 
as the proprietary's to him.-Is there among us 
a fingle man, even a proprietary relation, officer r 

or dependant, fo infenfible of the differences of 
right and wrong, and fo confufed in his notions 
of ju{l:'and unjufl; as to think and fay, that the 
aét in this particular WlS fund::tmentally WFong 
and unju11? 1 believe not one.-What then could 
their Lordihips mean by the propofed amendment? 
The ir meaning is eafily ex plained. The proprieta-

n.es-
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ries have confiderable traéts of land within thè 
bounds of boroughs and towns, th at have not yet 
been divided into lots : ·They pretended to be
lieve, that by virtue of this claufe an imaginary 
divifion would be made of thofe lands into lots, 
and an extravagant value fet on fuch imaginary 
lots, greatly to their prejudice.-It was anfwered, 
that no fuch thing was intended by the aél:; and 
that by lots was meant only fuch ground as had 
been furveyed and di vided in to lots ; and not thé 
open undivided lands.-If this only is intended1 

fay their lordihips, then let the aét be amended, 
fo as de arly to exprefs wh at · is intended. This is 
the full amount of the third particular.-How thé 
aél: was underfiood here, is weil known by the exe• 
cution of it before the difpute came on in Eng
land, and therefore before their lora'1hips opi
nion on the point could be given; pf which full 
proof !hall prefently be 1nade.-In the mean time 
it appears, that the aél: was not on this account 
fundamentally wrong and unju:fl:. 

The Jourtb particular is, 'That the governor'J 
' confent and approbation be made necefiàry to 
' every iifue and application of the money, to be 
' raifed by virtue of fuch aél:.'-The aiTembly 
intended this, and thought they bad .clone it Îrl 
the att. The words of the claufe being, ' That 
' [the commiffioners named] or the n1ajor part of 

- ' them, or of the furvivors of them, with the con
' jènt or approbation of the governor or corn
' mander in chief of this province for the time 
' being; fhall orcier and appoint tbe dijpqjition if 

3 th( 
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c the monies arifing by virtue of this aét, for and 
' towards paying and clothing two thoufand 
c [even hundred effeétive tnen/ &c.-It was un
der.ll:ood here, that as thé power of difpofing "'~s 
exprefsly to be with the confent and approbation 
of the Governor; the commiffioners had no power 
to difpofe of the money witliout that approbation : 
But their lordlhips, jealous (as their fi:ation re
q uires) of this pœrogative of the crown, and being. 
better acquainted with the force and we~knefs of 
Aaw expreffion; 'Gid not think the claufe explici~ 

· · enough, unlefs the words '' and not otherwife '' 
were added, or forne other words equivalent.
This particular therefore was no more th an another 
requitîtion of greater clearnefl and pr~cifion; and 
by no tneans a foundation for the charge of fun-
damentally wrong and unjuft. . . , 

Thefiftb particular was, 'Th at pro7:incial corn
' miffioners be named, to hear and determt'ne ap
' peals, btought on the part of the inh'lbitants, 
' as well as the ptoprietaries.'-There w· s already 
fubfifting a provifion for the appointme.;1t .of 
r;ounty commiffioners of appcal; by whom the 
aét might be, and aé1ually has been (aS we lh.::ll 
prefently fhew) jufily and impartially executed 
with regard to the proprietaries; But promncial 
commiffioners appo1ntecl in th~ aét it was thought 
might be of ufe, in regulating and equalizing the 
modes of affdfment of diifc:rent counties, where 
they were unequaï; and, by af:ording a fecond 
-appeal, tend more to the fat isfaétion both of the 
proprietaries and the people.-This particular was 

F f therefore 

• 
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theref0re a. mere propofed improvement of the aél; 
which could not be, and was not, in this refpeét, 
denominated fundamentally wrong and unjuft. 

We have now gone through five of the fix pro
pofed amendments, without difcovering any thing 
on which that cenfure could be founded; but the 
jixth remains; which points at a part of the aét 
wherein we n1uft candidly acknowledge there is 
fomething, that, in their loràihips view of it, 
mufl: jufl:ify their judgment: The words of the 

.jixth article are, ' That the payments by tl:e 
ç tenants to the proprietari'es of their rents, fhall 
c be according to the terms of their refpeétive 
~- grants; as if fuch aét bad never been paffed.'
This relates to that claufe- of the aét by which 
the paper money was made a legal tender in 'dif
~ charge of al! manner of debts, rents, fum and 
~ fums of tnoney whatfoever, &c. at the rates 
' afcertained in the aét of parliament made in the 
' fixth of~een Anne.'-From .the great injufl:ice 
frequently done tlt creditors, and complained of 
from the colonies, by the vaft depreciation of 
paper bills; it was becotne a general fixed princi-.. 
ple with the miniftry, that fuch bills (whofe ~_:
lue, though fixed in the aét, could not be kept 
.:fixed by the aét) ought not to be made a legal 
tender in any colony at thofe rates. The parlia
ment had before paffed an aét to take that tender 
away in the four New-En gland colonies, and have 
fi nce tn ade the aét general. This was what their 
lordfhips would therefore have propofed for the 
aznendment.-But it being reprefen ted,_ That the 

chief 
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chief fupport of the credit of the bills was t_he le
gal tender; and th~t without it they would be .. 
come of no value, it was allowed generally tore
main; with an exception to the proprietaries n~nts, 
where * there was a fpecial contraét for payrrient 
in another coin.-- It cannat be denied but that ihù 
was doing jufi:ice to the proprietaries; and that, 
had the requîfrtion been in favour of ali other .cre
di tors alfa; the jufi:ice bad been equa], as being 
·general. \IVe do not therefore prefume to impeach 
their lordfuips judgment, that the aél:, as it en~ 

· forced the acceptancè of bills- for mo ney at a valpe 
which they had only nominally, and not really j 
was in that refpeét fundamentally wrong and un
juiL-And yetwe believ€ theReaderwill not think 
the aliembly fo much to blame; when he confiders 
th at the making paper bills a legal tender bad been · 
the univerfal mode in America for more than 
threefcore years; that there was fcarce a co~ony 
that had not praétifed that mode more or lefs ! 
That it had al ways been thought abfoiutely necef
fary, in arder to give the bills a credit, and there
by obtain from them the ufes of money: That 
the inconveniencies were therefore fubm1tted to, 
for the fake of the greater tonveniences : That 

- 2éts innumerable of the like kind had been ap..: 
proved by the crown: And that if the aifetl)bly 
made the bills a legal tender at thofe ra tes to the 
proprietaries; they made therrt alfo a legal tender. 
to themfelves, and all their confl:i tueftts; tnany of 

.. ~Poffibly this word rwbere, means rwhere<fler. E.} 

Ff2 wh oui 
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whom might fuffer in their rents, &c. as .m.uch 
in proportion to their efl:ates as the proprietaries. 
-But if he cannat on thefe confiderations quite 
e:xcufe the a!fembly, vvhat will he think of thofé 
bon()urable proprietaries; who, when paper money 
\vas iifued in their colony, for the common defence 
of their vaft eftates with thofe of the people., ancf 
who mufi the refore reap at leafi: equal advantages 
frmn thofe bills with the people; could neverthe
lefswi!h to be exempted from their ibare of the un
avoidable difadvantages. Is there upon earth a man 
befidcs, with zn y conception of whJt is honeft, with 
any notion of honour, with the leail tinél:ure in hi s 
veins of tbeGcmtlcman; b utwou1d have bluf11ed at 
the thought ; but would have rej eéted with difdain 
fùch undu e preference, if it had béen offered him? 
IVfuch lefs woulJ he have fi:ruggled for it, tnoved 
heaven and earth to obtain it, refolved to ruin thou
fands of his tenants by a repeal of the aét, rather 
than mifs of it ~; and enforce it afterwards by an 
audaciouüy wicked infiruéHon; forbidding aids to 

his king, and expofing the province to defiruétion, 
unlefs it was complied with. And yet,-Thefe are 
H ONOU R ABLE tnen f. Here 

* T his would hat·e been done, and the rn oney ali funk in the 
bands of the people; if the agen ts, Be•:jamin F;-m,/dùr and Ro!Jert 
Cbt:.d .-s, had not in terpofed, and \'oluntariiy, wi thout authority 
from the ailèmbly fo to do, but at their mvn r:fq ue ; undertaken 
th at tho fe .. mendments ihould be made, or th at ::i1ey themfeh·es would 
indem~ify t~1 c prnpriet_aries fi:om any damages they n:ïght fuftain for 
\\ :.m ttüereor. An aéhon wlnch, as the pref:icer fays 111 ano ther cafe, 
.. pofierity rerb.ps may find a n:tme for." 

t It is :10t ~afz to gucfs fi-om what 1àurce our proprietaries have 
Ùr~wn thetr pnnCiples. Thofe \-\'ho !tudy law and j uülce as a ièience 

have 



(P. P.] Proprietaries Objeàions to 'tJ Lena. 437 

. Here then we have had a full view of the A.f-
flmbly'~ injuftice ; . about which there nas been 
{o much infolent triumph !-But let the proprie
taries and their difcreet deputies here.after r~col
letl: and r~rnember, that the fame auguft tribunal 
whic}) ~eofured forne of the modes and circum.
fiances of that aét, did at the fame time efiabliG1 
and .;·çQnfiun the grand principle ,of_the aét, ! viz. 
" That the proprietary eftate ought, with other 
" eftate.s, . to be taxed :" And ther~by did. in effeél: 
deter:Q:lÜ1e and pronounce, th at the oppoGtion fo 
long· made in va rio us iliapes to th at j.u!1: principle, 
by the proprù:taries, \Vas fundamentally WRONG 

and -uN J u sr. An inju;1ice they were not, like 
the A~01bly, under any neceffity oLcommitting 
for the public good; or any other neceŒty, but 
wbat. 'ivas impofed on them by thofe bafe ·pallions 
th at .aél the tyrant in bad mincis; their felfiibnefs, 
their pride, and tbeir avarice. 

I have frequently mcntioned the equita6le in ... 
tentions .of the flozffè in rho[e parts of the aét that 
were fuppofed obfcure, and how th.ey -were under
fiood here.-A clear proof thereof is found, as I_ 
have already faid, in the aétu::tl execution ~f the 
aét; ln the execution~ ofit before the contefl: about 
it in England; and therefore before tbeir Lo:·d .... 
fhips obj~élions toit had a .being.-\Vhen the re-

have efiablifhed it a maxim in equity, "Qgi. fentit comrnodum, 
~· fentire debet et onus." And fo conii :~ent 1s this with the corn mon 
fen fe of mankind, that even our lowell: untaught coblers and puJters 
feel the force of it in thcir own maxim (which they are honeft enough 
neve.r ' to difpute) " To!Jch pot, touch pep ny." 

Ff3 port 
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port càme over, and was laid before the Houfe_. 
one year's tax had been levied : and the Affetnbly, 
confcious that no injufiice had been intended to 
the proprietaries, and willing to reél:ify it if any 
fuould appear; appointed a committee ef members 
from the feveral counties to examine into the ftate 
of the proprietaries taxes through the province, 
and nominated-on that committee a gentleman of 
known attachment to the propriGtaries, and their 
Chief J uftice, M r. Allen ; to the end th at the 
firiéteft. inquiry might be made.~ffhezr report 
was as follows: ' We, the comrnittee appointed 
J to inq uire into, and confider the frate of the 
' proprietary taxation thro~gh the feveraJ coun~ 
c ties, and report the fame to the Houfe; have, 
' in purfuance of the faid appointment, carefully 
' examined the returns of property~ and corn
' pared thetn with the refpeéhve aifeffinents- there
' on made through the whole province;-and 
' find, Firjl, That no part of the unfurveyed wafie 
' lands belonging to the proprietaries have, in any 

···' infl:ance, been included in the et1ates taxed. 
' Secqnd!y, That forne of the located uncultivatet/ 
-f lanqs belonging to the proprietaries in fever~l 
f couqties remai11 zmajjijjèd; and are not in any 
' county aifeffed higher, than the lands under like 
(; circumftances belonging to t.Pe inhabitants. 
~ 'l'hirdly, Th at alllands, 1:ot granted by the pro
' prietaries, 1.vithin boroughs and towns, remain 
' untaxed-; çxçepting in a few ipfi:ances, and in 
* tho(e they are ·rfl.teq as /Q'l:RJ, as the lands which 
J pf<;: gr~nted in. the faid boroughs and towns . 

,_ · - ~ The 
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4 T}le whole of the proprietary tax of eighteen 
c pence În the pound, amountS to 566/. 4s. I od. 
' And the fum of the taxon tne inhabitanti for the 
c fame year amounts, through the feveral counties, 
c to 27,103/. 12s. 8d. And it is the opinion · 
• of your committee that there has not been any 
' injuftice done· to the proprieta;ies, or attempts 
' made to rate or auefs any part of their efrates 
' higher than the efiateG of the like kind belonging 
• to the inhabitants are rated and affeifed ;-but 
' on the contrary, we find that their efiates are 
' rated, in many inftances, below others. 

' Thomas Leech, George Ajhbrùlge, 
' Jqfeph Fox, Emanuel Carpenter, 
1 Samuel Rhoadt, John Blackburn, 
' Abraham Chapman, . W·illiam Allen.' 

The houfe communic4ted this report to gover
nor Hamilton, when he afterwards preffed thenl 
to make the ftipulated aét of amendment; ac
quainting him at the fame time, that as in the 
execution of the aét n-o injufiice had hitherto been 
do ne to the proprietary, fo, by a yearly infpec
tion of the aifeffments, they would take care that 
none Jhould be done ·him; for th at if any iliould 
appear, or the governor could at any time point 
out to them any that bad been clone, they would 
immediately reétify it; and therefore, as the aét 
was fbortly to expire, they did not think the 
amendments neceffary.-Th us that matter ended 
during that adminiftration. 

And had his fucceffor, Governor Penn, per
mitted it fiill to fleep; we are of opinion it had 
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b~en more to the honour of the family, and of his 
own difcretion. But he was pleafed tO found upon 
it a c!aim manifefily unjuft, and which he was 
totally defiitute of reafon to fupport. A daim, 
~hat the proprietaries befi: and moft valuable Jo
cated uncultivated lands, ihould be taxed no high
rr than the worfl: and leafi valuable of thoie be~ 
longing to the inhabitants : To enforce which, 
~s he thought the words of one of the fiipulations 
feerned to give f01ne countenance to it, he iofifieq 
on ufing tho fe very words as facred; from vv hich 
he cuuld "neither in decency or in duty ;~ de
via te; though h-- had éigreed to devia te from words 
[inJ the iàtne report, and therefore equally facred 
in. every other mftance. · A conduél: which will 
(as the prd<l er fays in Governor Denay's cafe) for 
ever àugrace the anna]s of his adminiftration *.
~Jever dtd .111y adn1inifiration open with a more 
~:,rol(lijing proi }Je tt [ thaa this of Governor Penn]. 
He a1Îured the people, in l11s fint fpeeches, of the 
Eroprietaries paternal regard for them, and their 
flnçere difpoiitions to do every th.ing that n1ight 
promote their happine(s. As the proprietaries 
had peen pleafed to appoint a fon of the family to 
the government, it was thought not unlikely that 
there might be .:.àmerhing in thefe profeffions; for 
that they would probably choofe to have his ad
minifiration made eafy and agreeable; and to that 
~nd 1night think it prudent to withdraw thofe 
parf11, qifagreeable, and unjufi: Inf1ruélions with 

• For a fuller account of this difpute the reader is referred t~ the 
.P~ws papers, and vo~es of A!fembly. 

which 
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which mofl:ofhis predeceffors had been hampered: 
-The a!femhly therefore believed fully, and re
joiced fincerely. They ihewed the new governor 
every mark of refpeél: and regard that was in their 
power. They readily and cheerfullywent into every 
thiDg he recommended to them. And when he 
and his authority were infulted and endangered by 
a lawlefs murdering mob; they and their friends 
took arms at his call, and formed themfel v es round 
him for his defence, and the fupport of his go
vernment.-Butwhen itwas found that thofe mif
chievous -:nftruétions ftill fubfifi:ed, and were even 
farther extended; when the governor began, un
ptovoked, to fend the houfe a:ffronting meffages, 
feizing every imaginary occafion of refleéting on 
their conclu tl:; when every other fymptom ap
pearéd of fixt deep-rooted family malice, which · 
conld but a little while bear the unnatural cover-. . 
ing that bad been thrown over it; What wonder 
is it if ali the old wounds brokeout and bled afreili; 
if all the old grievances, ftill unredreffed, were re
çolleéted; if defpair fucceeded of[feeing] any peace 
with a family, that could make fuch return s to aH 
their overtures of kindnefs ! And when in the very 
proprietary council, compofed of ftaunch friends 
of the family, and chofen for their attachment 
to it; it was obferved; th at the old men ( f Kings, 
cha p. xii.) withdrew them fel ves, findîng their 
opinion flighted, and that ail meafures were taken 
by the ad vice of two or three young men (one of 
whom too denies his 1hare in them;) is it any won~ 
der, tinee like cau[es prodqce like effe_éls, if the 

" ~.fèmbly, 
. ' 
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'!ffembly~ notwithfianding aH their veneration for 
the firft proprietor, lhould fay, with the children 
of Ifrael under the fame circumfiances, "What 
'" portion have we in DAVID, or inheritance in 
u the fon of jEssE? To your tents, 0 Ifraell'' 

U nder thefe circumfiances, and a conviél:ion 
that - while fo many natural fources of difference 
fubfifted between proprietaries and people, no 
harmony in government could long fubfifi, ( with
out which neither the commands of the crown 
could be executed, nor the public good pro
moted) the houfe refumed the confideration of a 
meafure that had often been propofed in former 
:tffemblies; a meafure, that every proprietary pro
WL·ince in America bad, from the fame caufes, found· 
themfelves obliged to take, and had aétually taken, 
or were about to take; and a meafure, that bad 
.happily fucceeded, wherever it was taken ;-I 
)]lean the recourfe to an immediate RoY AL 
GovERNMENT. 

They therefore, -after a thorough debate; and 
making no lefs than twenty-five unanimous refolves, 
expreffing the many grievances this province had 
long la bou red under, through the proprietary 
government; came to the following refolution,. 
viz. " Refolved, nemine contradicente, That this 
6

' houfe will adjourn, in order to confult their 
" conjiituents, whether an humble addrefi ihould 
" be drawn up and tranii:n'itted to his Majfjly; 
_, praying that be would be gracioufly pleafed to 
~· lake the people of this province qnder his imP' 

u mediate 
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" mediate proteélion and governmen t ; by com
H . plering the agreement heretofore made with 
" the fidl: proprietary for the fale of the gov,ern
H ment to the crown, or otherwife as to· his wif
'' dom and goodnefs !hall feem meet *." . 

This they ordered to be made public; and it 
was publiilied accordingly in all the news-papers: 
The hou fe th en adjourned for no lefs than flven 
~weeks, to give their confrituents time to con
fider the m~tter, and themfelves an opportunity 
of taking their opinion and advice. Could any 
thing be more delibera te, more fair and open, or 
more refpeélful to the people that chofe them ?
During this recefs, the people in many places 
held little meetings wi.th each other; the refult of 
which was, that they would manifeft their fenti
ments to their reprefentatives, by petitioning the 
çrown direélly of themfelves, and requefi:ing the 
aifembly to tranfmit and fupport thofe petitions.
_At the next meeting many of thefe petitions were 
delivered to the houfe with that reql.left; they 
were figned by a very great t n um ber of the mo ft 

- fu bfran ti al 

* Thefe words, "by completing the agreement," é:fc. ar~ 
omitted by the honeft prefacer, in his account of the refolve, that 
they might not ipterfere with his infinuation of the meafure's being 
impraél:icable, "Have the proprietors, by any aél: of theirs, for
~' feited the leaft tittle of what was granted them by his Majeifs 
" royal anceftors? Or can they be tlepri-ved of their charter rights 
" without their confent !" é:fc. Senfible that thefe queftions are im
pertinent, if thofe rights are already fold. 
· .j" The prefacer, with great art, endeavours to reprefent this 
number as infignificant.-He fays the petitioners were but 3500, 
;md rhat the province con tains near three hundred thoufand SOULS ! 
J-Iis reader is to imag~ne that TWO JiUNDRED AND NlNETY 

s~x 
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fubitant.ial inhabitants; and not the leafr intima
tion was received ·by the affembly from any other 
<>f their confiituents, that the method was difap
proved; except in a petition from an obfcure town ... 
.thip in Lancail:er county, to which there were 
about forty narnes indeed, but ail evidently 
figned by three hands only.-What could the 
aifembly infer from the expreffed willingnefs of a 
part, and filence of the refi; but that the mea
fure was univerfall y agreeable? They accoràingly 
refumed the; confideration of it; And though a 
fruall, very fmall oppofition then appeared to it 
in the houfe; yet as even that was founded not 
on the impropriety of the thing, but on the fup
·pofed unfuit4blenefs of the time or the manner, 
and 4 majority of nine tenths being ftill for it; 

-siX THOU SAND FIVE HUNDRED of tf.em were applied to, and 
refufed to fign it.-Th.:: tru~h is, tb a!: his number of fouis is vaftly 
exaggerated. Th.o dwelli ng-houfe~ in the province in 17 5 z did not 
exceed zo,ooo. P0liti~al arithmericians reckon generally but fi\'e 
fouis to a houfe, ane hou{e with another: and therefore, allowing 
for houfes :fince built, there are not probably more than an hundred 
:and ten thoufand fouls in the province: That of thefe, fcarce twenty 
two thoufand cou!d wirh any propriety be peritioners.-And conii~ 
dering the fcattered fetùement of the province; the general ina:
tention of mankind, efpecially in new countries, to public atfairs; 
and the indefatigable pains ta!,en by the proprietaries' new allies the 
Prefhyterian clergy of Philadelphia, (who wrote circubr Ietters to 

every congregn.tion in the county, to detcr them from petitioning, 
~y dutiful intimations, that if we were reduced to a royal govern~ 
ment, it WOldd be the " ruin of the province,") it is a wonder the 
number (near a fixth part) was fo great as it was,- But if there had 
been no fuch petitions, it \Vould not ha,•e been matetial to the point. 
The ajflmbly went upon another foundation. They had adjourned 
to confult their conil:ituents; they returned fatisfied that the mea~ 
f~e was agrceable to them, and 11othing appeared to the contrat)'• 

a oetition 
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a petition was drawn agreeable to the former re
folve, and ordered to be tranfmittcd to hisMajefiy. 

But the prefacer tells us, that thefe petitionerJ 
for a change, were a "number of raili, ignorant7' 
H and inconfiderate people;" and generalJy of a 
lo1.v rank. To be fu re they were not of the pro
prietary officers, dependants, or expeétants; and 
thofe are chiefly the people of high rank among. 
us ;-but they were otherwife generally men of the 
befi: efiates in the province, and men of reputation~
The affembly, who come from ali parts of the 
country, and therefore may be fuppofed to know 
them, at leafi as well as the prefacer; have givea 
th at tefiimonyof them.-But what is the teHimony 
of the aifembly; who in his opinion are equal!y 
raib, ignorant, and inconfiderate with the petiti
<mers ?-Anè if his judgment is right, how im·
prudently and contrary to their charter, have hi~ 
THREE HUNDRED THOUSAND SouLs aé:ted in
their eleé:tions of afTembly-men the fe twen ty years 
paft; for the chart.er requires them to choofe merlî 
of mqfl note for <Virtue; 1-vijà'om, and ability !_. 

But thefe are qu<1.lities, engroiTed it ü:ems by 
the Proprietary party.-For they fay, 'the WISER 

' and BETTER part of the province had far dif
' ferent notions of this meafure: They confidered 
' that the moment they put their bands to thefe 
' petitions they might be furrendering up thein 
' birthright: I fe1icitate them on the honour they 
h~ve thus befiowed upon themfelves; on thej?n-· 
cere compliments thus givcn and accepted ; · and 
on thcir having with fuch noble freedorn difcarded 

t.he. 
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the fnivelling pretence to modefl:y, couched in that 
thread-bare form of words, " Though we fay it, __ 

·" that ihould not fay it."-But is it not furprifing 
that, during the feven weeks recefs of the a!fembly, 
exprefsly to confult their confi:ituents on the expe
diency of this meafure; and during the fourteen 
da ys the Houfe fat delibera ting on it after they met 
again ; thefe their wifdoms and betterneffes ihould 
never be fo kind as to con1municate the leaft fcrap 

_ of their prudence, their knowledge, or their con .. 
fideration, to their ralh, ignorant, and inconfi ... 
derate reprefentatives ?-Wifdom in the mind is 
not like money in the purfe, diminilhed by corn~ 
munication to others : They might have lighted 
up our farthing candies for us, without le!Tening 
the blaze of their own flambeaux. But they fuf
fered our reprefentatives to go on in the clark till 
the fatal deed was clone; and the petition fent to 
the King, praying him to take the government of 
this province into his immediate care: Whereby, 
if it fucceeds, ' our glorious plan of public liberty 
c and charter of privileges is to be bar te red away / 
and we are to be made flaves for ever! Cruel par
fimony ! to refufe the charity of a little under
ftanding; when God had given you fo much, and 
the AŒ;!n1bly begged it as an alms t 0 that you 
bad but for once reme1nbered and obferved the 
counfel of that wife poet Pope, where he fays, 

'~ Be Niggards of Advice on no pretence; 
" For the worft Avarice is that of Senfe., 

ln 
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In the confl:itution of our government and in 
that of one more, there fiill remains a particular 
thing that none of the other American govern
rnénts have; to wit, the appointment of a Gover-
nor by the Proprietors, inftead of an appointment 
by the Crowrt.-This particular in government bas 
been found inconvenient; attended with conten
tions and confufions wherever it exifted; and has 
therefore been gradually taken away from colony 
after colony, and every where gre__atly to the fatif
faétion and happinefs of the people.-Our wife. 
firft Proprietor and Founder was fully fenfible of 
this; and being defirous of leaving his people 
happy, and preventing the mifchiefs that he fore
faw muft in time arife from that circumftance if 
it was continued; he determined to fake it away, 
if poffible, during his own lifetirne. They ac
cordingly entered into a contraét for the fale of 
the proprietary right of government to the crown; 
and aétually received a fum in part of the confide
ration. As he found himfelf likely to die before 
that contraét (and with it, his plan for the happ.i
nefs of his people) could be cornpleted; he care·
fully made it a part of his laft will and teftament i · 

devifing the right of the government to two noble 
lords, in truH:, that they lhould releafe it to the 
crown.-Unfortunately for us, this has never yet 
been clone. And this is merely what the aifembly 
now defire to have done.-Surely he that fonned 
our confiitution, muîl: have underfiood it. If he 
had imagined that ali our privileges depended on 
the proprietary government; will any one fuppofe 

3 . tlnt 
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that he would himfelfhave meditated t,he change; 
that he would have taken fuch effeétual meafures 
as he thought them, to bring it about fpeedily, 
whether he 1hould live or die? Will any of thofe 
who now extol him fo highly, charge him at the 
fame time with the bafenefs of endeavouring thus 

. to defraud his people of ail the libenies and pri
vileges he bad promifed them, and by the mofi: 
folemn charters and grants affured to them, when 
he engaged them to ailifi: him in the fettlement of 
his province? Surely none can be fo inconfifi:ent! 
-And yet this proprietary right of governing or 
appointing a governor bas ail of a fudden changed 
its nature; and the prefervation of it become of 
fo much importance to the welfareof the province; 
that the affembly's only petitioning to liave their 
venerable founder's will executed, and the con· 
traét he entered into for the good of hispeople 
completed, is fi:iled, an ' attempt to violate the 
' confritution for which our fathers planted a wil
{ dernefs; to barter away our glorious plan of 
' public liberty and charter 'pri\'ileges; a rifquing 
' of the whole conftitution; an off~ring up our 
c whole charter rights; ' a wanton fporting with 
' things facred,' &c. 

Pleafant furely it is to beat the proprietary par-. 
tizans, of ali men, bavvling for the confi:itution; 
and affeéting a terrible concern for our liberti~s 
and privileges. They, who have been thefe twen..; 
ty years curfing our confiitution,- dèclaring that 
it was no conititution, or worfe th an none; and 
that things could never be well with us till it was 

3 ~w 
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new modelled, and made exaétly conforniable ta 
the Britifh . conftitution: They who have treated 
our diftinguilhing privileges as fo many illegalities 
and abfurdities; who have folemnly declared in 
print, that though fuc~ privileges might be pro
per in the infancy of a colony to encourage !tS"
fettlement; they became unfit for it in its grown 
ftate, and ought to be taken away: They who 
by numberlefs falihoods; propagated with infi
nite indufiry in the mother country, attem pted to 
procure an aét of parliatneht for the 'aétual de
priving a very great part of the people of their 
privileges: They too who have already deprived 
the whôle ·people of forne of their moft important 
rights, and are daily endeavouring to deprive them 
of the re il: : Are thefe, bec·ome patriots and ad vo~ 
cates for our conftitution ?~ WonderfHl change! 
Aftoniihing converfion !~Will the wolves th en 
proteét the i11eep, if they can but perfuade them · 
to give up their dogs? Y es; the aifembly would 
deftroy ali their own tights; and thofe of the peo
ple; and the proprietary partizans are become the 
champions for ]iberty !-Let thofe who have fajth 
now make ufe of it ~ For if it is right1y defined, 
the evidence of things not feen; certainly never 
was there more occafion for fuch evidence, thè 
cafe being totally defiitute of aU other .---' 

It has beert long obfetved, ti1at tneri are with 
that party, an gels or demons; j uft as they happen 
to--cpncur with or oppofe their meafures. And 
I mention it for the comfort of eld)inners; that 

Gg m 
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in politics, as weil as in religion; repentance 
and amendment, though late, iliall obtain for
givenefs, and procure favour.-Witnefs the late 
fpeaker, Mr. N orris; a fieady and confiant op-

, pofer of all the proprietary encroachments; and 
whCJm, for thirty years pafi, they have been there
fore continually abufing, allowing him no one 
virtue or good quality whatfoever: But now, ~ 
he iliewed forne un willingnefs to engage in this 
prefent application to the crown, he is become 
ail at once the " faithful fervant ;"-but let me 
look at the text, to avoid mifi:akes-and indeed 1 
was rnifiaken-1 thought it had been "faithful 
u fervant of the public;" but I find it is only
" of the houfe." Vvell chofen, that expreffion, 
and prudently guarded. The former, from a pro
prietary pen, would have been praife too much; 
only for difapproving the time of the application. 
-Couldyou, much refpeéted [Mr. Norris,] go but 
a little farther, and difapprove the application 
itfelf; could you, but fay the proprietary govern
ment is a good one, and ought to be continued; 
then might all your political offences be done 
away, and your fcarlet fins become as fnow and 
wool; then might you end your courfe with (pro .. 
prietary) honour. P- iliould preach your fu
neral fermon; and S-, the poifoner of other 
charaéters) embahn your memory. But thofe 
honours you will never receive; for with return
ing health and firength, you will be found in your 
old pofi, finn tor your country. 

The re 
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There is encouragement too for youngjinneri. 
Mr. Dickenfon, whofe fpeech our prefacer has in
troduced to the world, . (though long hated by 
forne, and difregarded by the reft of the proprie
tary faél:ion,) is at once, for the fame reafon as 
in Mr. Norris's cafe; become a fage in the law; 
and an oracle in matters relating t~ our conititu• 
tion.-1 fhall not endeavour to pluck fa much as 
a leaf from thefe the young gentleman's laurels. 
I would only advife him carefully to preferve the 
panegyricks with which they have adorned him: 
In time they may ferve to confole him, by ba
lancing the calumny they {hall load hini with, 
when he does not gothrough with them in ali their 
meafures : He will not probably do the one1 and 
they will then affuredly do the other.-There arè 
mouths that can blow hot as well as cold, and 
blall: on y our brows the ba ys their hands have placed 
there. " Experto crede Roberto/' Let but the 
moon of proprietary favour withdraw its ihine for 

:a moment; and that "great nùmber of the pr-in
" cipal Gentlemen of Philadelphia," who applied 
to you for the copy of your fpeech; ihall imme
diate! y defpife and defert you.-

" Tho fe principal Gentlemen!" Wh at a pity it is 
, that their names were not given us in the prefacè, 
together with their admirable letter! We G1ould 
then have known where to run for advice on ail 
occafions. Wc ihould have known who to choofe 
for our future reprefentatives: For undoubtedly 
thefe were they, that are elfewhere called " the 
" WISER and BETTE.R part of the province.".-. 

G ~ 2 None 
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None but Wifdoms could have known before• 
band that a fpeech which they never heard, and a 
l.:opy of which they had never feen, but were then 
req uefting to fee ; was ua fpirited defence/' and 
' 9f our charter privileges ;' and that 'the publi
' cation of it would be of great utility, and giv:e 
' general fatisfaél:ion.'-N o inferior fagacity could 
difcover, that the appointment of a governor by 
the proprietor, was one of our " charter privi
" leges ;" and that thofe who oppofed the appli
cation for a royal government, were therefore 
patriot members appearing on the fide of our pri
vileges and our charter ! 

Utterly to confound the q!Jèmbly, and iliew the 
excellence of proprietary government; the pre
facer has extraél:ed from their own votes, the 
praifes they have from time to time befiowed on 
the Jirfl proprietor, in their addreife~ to his foni. 
i~nd though addreifes are not generally the beft 
repoiitories of hifiorical truth, we mufi not in 
this inil:ance den y -their authority. 

What then avails it to the honour of the pre
fent proprietors, that our founder and their fa
ther, gave us privileges; if they, the fons, will 
not permit the ufe of them, or forcibly rend them 
from us ?-David may have b~en a man after 
Cod' s own heart, and Solo mon the wifefi of pro
prietors and governors; but if Rehoboam will be 
a tyrant and a --, who can fecure him the 
aff~él:ions of the people!-The virtue and merit 
Q[ his ancefi:ors may be very great; but his pre-

fumption 
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fumption in depending upon thofe alone may be 
rnuch greater.-

1 lamented, a few pages ago, that we were not 
acquainted with the name_s of thofe " principal 
" Gentlemen the wifer and better part of the pro
" vince.'' I now rejoice that we are likely forne 
time or other to know them ;-for a copy of a 
PETITION TO THE KING is llOW before me; 
which from its fimilarity with their letter, muft 
be of their inditing, and will probably be recom
mended to the people, by their leading up the 
figning. · 

On this petition 1 ihall take the liberty of 
making a few REM AR K s, as they will fave me 
the neceHity of following farther the preface; the 
fentiments of this and th at being nearly the fame. 

It begins with a formai quotation from the (af
fembly'sJ petition, which they own they have not 
feen, and of words that are not in it; and after 
relating very imperfeétly and u~fairly the faét re~ 
lating to their application for a copy of it, which 
is of no importance; proceeds to fet forth, 'That 
' as we and all your American fubjeéts mufi be 
• governed by perfons authorized and approved 
l by your MajeH:y, on the befi recommendation 
~ that çan be obtaii1ed of them; we cannot per
~ ceive our condition in this refpeét to be different 
4 from our fellow-fubjeéts around us, or-that we 
' are thereby lefs under your Majefiy's particular 
f care and proteétion than they are ; fince there 
' can be no $overnors of this province without 
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' your Majefty's z'mmediate approbation and autho": 
' rity .'-Su ch a declaration from the wifer part 
of the province is really a little furprifing. What! 
when difpntes concerning. matters of property are 
daily 8-rumg between you and your proprietaries, 
cannat ycur wifdoms perceive the leafi: difference 
between having the j udges of thofe difpute .:; ap
pointed by a royal governor, who has no intereft 
1n the caufe ; and h c.ving them appointed b/ the 
proprùtaries themfelves, the principal parties 
againft you; and' during their pleafure too? when 
fu pp lies are nece!fary to be raifed for y our defence, 
can you perceive no difrèrence between having a 
royal g0vernor, frèe to promote his Majefiy's fer ... 
vice by a ready airent to your laws; and a pro
prietary governor, fhackled by infiruétions, for ... 
bidding him to give that a!fent; unlefs forne pri
vate advantage is obtained, forne profit got, or 
unequal exemption gained for their eftate, or forne 
privilege wrefted from you r When prerogative, 
tlut in othcr governments is only ufed for the good 
of th~ people ; is here firained to the extreme, 
and ufed to their prejudice, and the proprietaries 
b er:di.t; can you perceive no difference? When 
t he direét and immediate rays of rnajefiy benignly 
n11d mildly 11nne on ali around us, but are tranf
xni c ed and thrown upon us, through the burning
glafs of proprietary government; can your fenfi
bi litics fecl no difference? Sheltered perhaps in 
p roprieta1 y offices, or benumbed with expeéta ... 
t ians, it n1ay be you cannot.-But furely you might 
h~v~ kn.own better than to tell his Majefiy, 'that 
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c there can be no governors of this province, with
c out his immediate approbation.' Don't you 
know, vho know fo much, that by our bleffed 
confiitutio!l the proprùtors themfelves, whenever 
t 1ey pleafe, may govern us in perfon; withou~ 
fuch anprobation ? 

The petition proceeds to tell his IV!ajefiy, c that 
~ the particular mode of government which we 
~ e ,joy, under your Majefiy, is held in the highfjl 
' . limation by good men of ali denominations 
' among us ; and bath brought m~ltitudes of 
' induihious people from various parts of the 
' world,' &c.-Really! Can this be fron1 pro
prietary partizans? That confiitution which they 
were for ever cenfuring, as defeétive in a legifla
tive council, defeétive in government powers, too 
popular m many of its modes; is it now become [o 

excellent ?-Perhaps, as they have been tinkering 
it thefe twenty years, till they have firipped it 
of forne oi its mofi: va] uable privileges, and almofi: 
fpoiled it; they now begin to like it. But then it 
is not fm·el y this prefent conftitution, th at brought 
hither thofe multitudes. They came before.-. 
At leafi: it was not that particular in our confiitu .... 
tion, (the proprietary power of appointing a go
vern or) which attraéted them; that fingle par,.. 
ticular, which alone is now in quefiion; which 
our venerable fou nder firft, and now the affem bly, 
are endeavouring to change.-As to the remain
ing valuable part of our confi:itution, the aflèm
bly have been equally full and firong in expreffing 
their regard for it, and perhaps fironger and fuller; 

G g 4 for 



4-56 PREFACE to Mr. Galloway's Speech. 

for their petition in that refpeél:, is in the nature 
of a petition of right; it lays daim, though mo ... 
de fil y and hum bly, to tho fe privileges on the! 
foundation-of royal grants, on laws confirmed by 
the crown, and on juil:ice ~md equity; as the grants 
vvere the confideration offered to induce them to 
fettle > and which they have in a mann er purchafed 
and paid fo r, by executing that fettlement with
out putting the crown to any ex pence.-Who
ever would know wh at our confl:itution was, wh en 
it was fo much admired, let him perufe that ele
gant farewel fpeech of Mr. H amilton, father of 
our late governor; when, as fpeaker, he took his 
leave of the hou fe, and of public bufinefs, in r 739; 
and then let him compare that conftitution with 
the prefent. The power of appointing public o.fli
cers by the reprefentatives of the people, which 
he fo muçh extols ; where is it now? Even the 
bare naming to the governor in a bi11, a trivial 
officer to receiv~ a light-houfe duty, (which 
çould pe .confidçred as no more than a mere re
commendation \ is, in a la te mefiàge, !ti led, ' an 
' ençroachment on the prerogative of the crown !' 
The fole power of rc:)ing and d?f}ojing of publt'c 
pzoney 1 which he fays was then lodged in the af
lèmbly; that inefiimable privilege, what is l?e
com~ of it? Inch by inch they have been wrefied 
fron1 us in times of publiç di!trefs; And the refi 
~re going the fameway.-1 remçmber to have feen 
whenGôvernor Hamilton was çngaged in a difpute 
w~th the aflbnbly on forne of thoiè points, a copy 
of that fpeççh 1 whiçh then was ~ntended to be re:... 
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Erinted; with a ,dedication to that honourable 
Gentleman; and this tnotto from John Rogers's 
verfes in the Primer : 

We fend you here a !t'tt le book, 
For you t~ look upon; 

'l'hat you may fee your father'sface, 
Now he is de ad and go ne. 

Many a fuch little book bas been fent by our 
a-ffemblies to the prefent proprietaries-:-But 
they do not like to fee their father's face; it puts 
their _own out of countenance. 

The petition proceeds to iày, 'That fuch dif-
~ agreements as have arifen in this province, we 

1 have beheld with forrow; but as others around 
• us are not exempted from the like mis.fortunes, 
• we can by no means conceive them incident to 
• the nature of our government, which bath iften 
-, been adminifrered with remarkable harmony : 
• And yo~r Majefl:y, before whom our late dif-
1 putes have been laid, can be at no lofs, in your 
1 great wifdom to difcover whether they proceed 
• from the above caufe, or ibould be afcribed to 
' forne others."-The difagreements in quefiion, 
are proprietary difagreements in government, 
relating to proprietary private interefl:s. And are 
not the ro)'al governments around us exempt 
from thife misfortunes? Can you really, Gen
tlemen, by no means conceive, that proprietary 
.§Overnment difagreements are incident to the 
nature of propridary governments ? Can they in 
nature be incident to any other governments? If 
your wi(qoms are fo hard to conceive~ I am afraid 

they 
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they will never bring forth.-But then our go .. 
vernment " bath qften been adminifœred with re
" markable harmony ." Very true; as often as 
the affembly have been able and willing to.purchafe 
that harmony, and pa y for it; the mode of which 
has alread y been fhewn. And y et th at ward qf
ten feems a little unluckily chofen: The fiame 
that is often put out, mufi be as often lit. If our 
government bath often bel'~n adminifiered with 
remarkable harmony, it ha th as often been admi
nifiered with remarkable difcord: One often is as 
nu merous as the other .-And his Majefiy, if he 
fhould take the trouble of looking over our dif6 

putes ( to which the petitionen, to fave them
felves a little pains, modeftly and decently refer 
him) where will he, for twenty years pail:, find 
any but proprietary difputes concerning proprie~ 
tary interefis; or difputes that have been con
neél:ed with and arofe from them ? 

The petition proceeds to affure his Majefi~~ 
c That this province ( except from the lndian ra
c vages) enjoys the mojl perftél ùzternal franqui!
' lity 1'-Amazing! What! the mofi perfeét 
tranquillity! when there have been three atrocious 
riots within a few n1onths! When in two of 
them, horrid murders were committed on twenty 
innocent perfons; and in the third, no lefs than 
one hundred and forty like murders were medi
tated, and declared to be intended, with as many 
tnore as !hould be occafioned by any oppofition! 
When we know that thefe rioters and n1urderers 
have none of thetn ooen puniihed, have never been 
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profecuted, have not ever been apprehended ! 
when we are frequently told, that they in tend fl:ill 
to execute their purpofes as foon as the proteCtion 
of the king's forces is withdrawn. l-Is our tran
quillity n1ore perfett now, tha11 it -r s between the 
firfl: riot and the fecond, or between the fecond 
and the third ?-And why 'except the Indian ra-
' vages ;' if a little intermifjion is to be denomi
nated ' the n10fl: perfeét tranquillity ?~ For the 
Indians too have been quiet lately. Ahnoft as 
weil might fhips in an engagement talk of the 
moft perfeét tranquillity between two broadfides. 
-But 'a fpirit of riot and violence is foreign ta 
' the general temper of the inhabitants.' I hope 
and believe it is; the aifembly have faid nothing 
to the contrary.-And yetis there not too much 
of it? Are there not pamphlets continually writ
ten, and daily fold in our fireets, to j ufiify and 
encourage it ? are not the mad armed mob in 
thofe writings infiigated to embrue their hands 
in the blood of their fellow-citizens; by firfl: ap
plauding their murder of the Indians; and then 
reprefenting the aifem bly and their friends as worfe 
than lndians, as having privately fiirred up the . 
lndians to murder the white people, and armed 
and rewarded them for th at purpofe ? L 1 Es, Gen
tlenlen, villanous as ever the malice of bell in
vented; and which, to do you jufiice, not on~ 
of you believes, though you would have the mob 
pelieve them. 

But your petition proceeds to fay, 'Th at where 
f fuch difturbances have happened, they have 
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• been .JPeedz'ly quieted.'-By whom were they 
quieted? the trzvo Jirfl, if they can be faid to be 
quieted, were quieted only by the _rioters them
felves going home quietly (that is, without any 
interruption;) and remaining there till tlie · r next 
infurreétion ; without any purfuit, or attempt to 
apprehend any of them. And the thz'rd, was it 
quieted, or was the mifchief they intended pre
vented, or could it have been prevented; without 
the aid of the king's troops, marched into the 
province .for that purpofe ?-" The civil powers 
" have been fupported," in forne fort. We ali 
Know how they were fupported; but have they 
been fully fupported ? Has the government fuf
ficient ftrength, even with ali its fupports, to 
vooture on the apprehendîng and puniihmeot of 
thofe notorious o:ffenders ? If it has not, v.rhy 
are you angry at thofe who would ftrengthen its 
hands by a more immediate royal authority? if 
it has, why is not the thing done? Why will 
the government, by its condutt, ftrengthen the 
fufpicions (groundlefs no doubt) that it has come 
to a private underilanding with thofe murderers, 
and that impunity for their pafl: crin1es is to be 
the reward of their future political fervices ?-
0 ! but fays the petition, " There are perhaps 
" cafes in al] governments where it may not be 
" pojjible Jpeedily to difcover qfFenders." Proba
bly; but is there any cafe in any government 
where it is not poffible to endeavour [uch a dif
covery ? There may be cafes where it is not fafe 
to do it: And perhaps the befi: thing our go-
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vern ment can fay for itfelf is, th at that is our cafe. 
-The only objeél:ion to fuch an apology mu fi be, 
that it would juftify that part of the affembly"s 
petition to the crown which relates to the weaknefi 
of our prefent government *. 

Still, if there is any fault, it muft be in th.: 
qiJèmbly; For, fays the petition, 'if the executive 
' part of our .government lhould feem in any 
~ cafe too weak, we conceive it is the duty of the 
' affembly, and in their power to fi:rengthen it! 
-This weaknéfs, however, you have jufi: denied. 
~ Difi:urbances you fay have been fpeedily quieted, 
' ~nd the civil power fupported ;' And thereby 
you have deprived your infinuated charge againH: 
the afTemb1y of its on1y fupport.-But is it not a 
faét known to you ali, that the aifembly did en
deavour to firengthen the bands of the govern
ment? That at his honour's inftance they pre
pared and paifed in a few hours a bill for extend
ing hither the aét of parlian1ent for difperfing 
rioters ? That they alfa paifed and prefented to 
him a militia hill t; which he refufed, unlefs 
powers were thereby given him over the li v~ and 
properties of the inhabitants, which the puplic 
good did not require; and which their duty to 

• The alrembly being called upon by the governor for their ad
Vice on that occafion, did, in a meffage, advife his fen ding for and 
examining the magiftrates of Lancafter county and borough, where 
the murders were committed, in order to difcover the atlors; hllt 
neither that, nor any of the nther meafures recommended, w.ere 
ever taken.--Proclamations indeed were publifhed, but foon di( .. 
continued. 

t [Is not this the militia bill canvaifed above p. 396 ! E.} 
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their con!lituents would not permit them to truà: 
in the bands of any proprietary governor ?-Y ou 
know the points, Gentlemen : They have been 
made public. \iV ould you have had your repre
fentatives give up thofe points ? Do you in tend to 
give them up, when at the next eleétion you are 
tnade affen1blymen ? If fo, tell it us honefily he• 
forehand; that we may know what we are to ex• 
peét when we are about ta choofe you? 

I come now to the lafi claufe of your petition, 
where, with the fame wonderful fàgacity with 
which you in another cafe difcovered the excel
lency of a fpeech you never beard, you undertake 

-to charac1erffe a petùion [from the Affembly] yozt 
own you never .faw ;-and venture to affure his 
.Majefiy, that it is 'exceeding grievous in its na• 
' ture; that it by no n1eans contains a proper re• 
' prefentation of the fia te of this province; and 
' is repugnant to the general fen fe of his nu merous 
' and loyal fubjeéls in it.' Are then his Majefiy's 
' numerous and loyal fubjeéts' in this province. 
ali as great wizards as yourfelves; and capable of 
knowing, without feeing it, that a petition is re
pugnant to their general fenfe ?-But the Incon
fit1ence of your petition, Gentlerr::.en, is not fo 
much to be wondered at ;-The prayer of it isjh!l 
more extraordinary, "\Ve therèfore n1ofr hum
" bly pray, that your Maje!l:y would be gracioufly 
" pleafed wholly to difregard the faid petition of the 
" affembly." What! without enquiry! with
out examination! without a hearing of what the 
a1fe1nbly n1ight fay in fupport of if! '' wholly 

" difi·egard : 
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cc difregard'' the petition of your reprefentatives 
in affembly; accompanîed by other petitions 
figned by thoufands of your fellow-fubjeéts, as 
loyal, if not as wife and as good as yourfelves! 
Would you wifh to fee your great and amiable 
prince aét a part that could not become a Dey of 
Algiers? Do you, who are Americans, pray for 
a precedent of fuch contempt in the treatment of 
an American affembly ! Such " total difregard" of 
their humble applications to the throne ?-Surely 
your wifJoms here have overlhot yourfelves.
But as wifdom ihews itfelf not only in doing what 
is right, bu~ in confeffing and amending what is 
wrong, 1 recomn1end the latter particularly to 
your prefent attention; baing perfuaded of this. 
conièquence; that though you have been mad 
enough to fign fuch a petition, you never will be 
fools enough to pr~fent it. 

There is one thing n1entioned in the preface,. 
which I find I omitted to take notice of as I came 
along, [ viz.] the refufal oj' the hotffe to enter !vfr .. 
Dickinfon's protifi on their minutes: This is men
tioned in fuch a manner there and in the news ... 
papers, as to infinuate a charge of fmne partiality 
ahd injufl:ice in the affembly.- But the reafons 
were merely thefè; that though protd1:ing may 
be a praétice with the Lords of parliament, there 
is no infl:ance of it in the hou[:: of commons~ 
whofe proceedings are the model followed by the 
aŒ~.mblies o~ America; That there is no precedent 
of it on our votesJ fro1n the beginning of our pre-
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fent conll:itution; And that the introducing fuck 
a praétice would be attend~d with inconveniences~ 
as the reprefentatives in affembly are not, like the 
Lords in parliament, unaccountable to any con
ftituents; and would therefore find it neceffary 
for the ir own j ufiification, if the reafons of the 
minority for being againft a meafure were admit• 
ted in the votes, to put there likewife the reafons 
that induced the tnajority to be for it l Whereby 
the votes, which were intended only as a regifier 
of pr@pofitions and determinations, wou)d be filled 
with the difputes of members with members; and. 
the public bufinefs be thereby greatly retarded, if 
ever brought to a period. 

As that Proteft was a mere abfiraél: of Mr. 
DICKINSoN's fpeech, every particular of it will 
be found anfwered in the following fpeech of' 
Mr. Gallorzvay; from which it is fit that I ihoukl 
no longer detain the re ader *. 

• [Mr. Galloway,s fpeech is of courfe here omitted.-In the Pe!l.r 
fylvania edition of the Prefaçe, an epi ta ph followed here. E.J 
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[A Scheme for a new Alphabet and reformed mode of 
Spelling; with Re marks and Examples concerning 
the fame; and an 'Enquiry into its _Ufes, in a Cor
rejpondence be:ween Mifs S-n and Dr. Franklin, 
written in the Charaélers of the Alphabet*-. J 

• [I think it proper to mention that Mifs S- n, is the lady that 
appeim fo confpicuoufty in the edition of Dr. Franklin's philo[(,_ 
~hi~al papers: and that if I am not mifiaken, the name of a Sir 
iJ'ho_mas Smith is referred to, in one of the copies which I have fe~n 
of this pa per. 

For the nature and intention of this alphabet, &c . I mufi refer 
to what Dr. Franklin has himfelf faid upon the fubjeét, in anfwer 
to Mifs S"'"7'"n's objeétions; as the reader may underfian.d the w~olc; 
in an hour or two .-It is nece!fary to add, that the new letters 
ufed in the courfe of prin ting this paper, are exat'dy copied from the 
manujcript in my poffeffion ; there being no provifion for a diftinc
tion in the charaéter as written or printed. I have no other way 
ther~fore of marking the fcored parts of the manufcript (anfwering 
to italics,) than by placing fuch pa!fages between inverted commas. 
-As to capitals, I !houlJ have provided for them by means ofl arger 
types, but the form offome of them would have made them too large 
for th!-'! pag,e: however, were the au thor's general fyftem ever adopted, 
nothing would be eaiier than to remedy this particular. 

I hope I !hall be forgiven for obferving, tl}at even our prefipt 
printed and written chara€l:ers are fundamdtally the fame. The 
[Roman J printed one is certainly the neateft, iimpleft, and mofUe
gible of the two; but for the fake of eafe and rapidity in our writing, 
it feems we there infert a number of joining or terminating ftrokes, 
fubftitute curves for ai).gles. and give the letters a fmall inclination, 
to which ru les even the letters a, g, r and '<-v, are eafily reconcile
able. -This will ceafe to appear a remark of mere curiofity, if 
applied to the decypherinQ of foreign correfpondence. But for this 
purpofe I would add, thcrt the French in particular, {ej:!m to treat 
the fmall up-ftroke in the letters b, p, &c. as proceeding origin ally 
in an angle from the bottom of the down-firoke: they tnerefore begin it 
with a curve from the bottom, and keep it all the way diftinB:; hencç 
forming their wri:tten r much like our writt.en :v. This laiî: letter v, 
they again diftinguifu by a loop at the bottom; which loop they often 
place where we place an outward curve. The remarkabl~ terminating 
s which they fometimes ufe, feems intended for our pnnted s begun 
from the bottom, b1:1t from cOJ-rupt writi ng inverted and put horiwn
tally, inil:eadofverti-~ally. Itisrather fro m bad writing than fyikm, 
that tpeir n and m appear like u and rw.-I c9uld go on to fpeak of the 
formation of written and printed capitals, ' but as this would be ~ 
)York of mere curiofity, I leave it for the reader's amufement. E.J 
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REMARKS [on the Alphabetical Table]. 

r It is endeavoured to give the Alphabet 
·o J a more natural Order; Beginning firft 

.-{ witb the fimple Sounds formed by the 
to 1 Breath, with none or very little help of 

1f huh \ Tongue, Teeth, and Lips; and produced 
Lchiefly in the Windpipe. 

{ 

Then coming forward to thofe, 
g k formed by the Roof of the Tongue next 

-to the Windpipe. 

{ 

Then to thofe, formed more forward, 
r n by the fore part of the Ton gue againfl: the 
t d Roof of the 1\1outh. 
l 1 Then thofe, f01·med ftill more for

ward in the l\1outh, by the Tip of the 
s z Tongue applied firfl: to the Roots of the 

upper Teeth. 
h th { Then to thore, formed by the Tip 
't h of the Tongue applied to the Ends or 
~ d .Edge:, of the upper Teeth. 

f { Then to thofe, formed fl:ill more for
v ward by the under Lip applied to the 

upp~r T eeth. 
h { Then to thofe, formed yet more for
p ward by the upper and under Lip ope.Pl

ing to let out the founding Breath. 

{ 

And lafily, ending with the .fhutting 
m up of the l\1outh, or clofing the Lips 

while any Vowel is founding. 
. 3 ~ 
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In this Alphabet c is omitted as unneceifary; k 
fupplying its hard Sound, and s the Îoft.-The 
jodj is alfo omitted, its Sound being fupplied by 
the new Letter /1, ifh, which ferves other pur
pofes, affifi:ing in the formation of other founds; 
-thus the /1 with a d before it, gives the found 

of the jod j and foft g, as in " James, January~ 
H giant, gentle," "d/Z~Mnzs, d/Zanueri, d/Zttiant, 
u d/lentel ;·" with at before it, it gives the Sound 

of ch, as in " Cherry, Chip," " t/îeri, t/iip ; ,, 
and with an z before it the French found of the 
jodj; as in "jamais," " z/Zame." 

Thus the g bas no longer two different Sounds, 
which occafioned Confufion; but is, as every 
Letter ought to be, confined to one;-The fame 
is to be obferved in al! the Letters, Vowels, and 
Confonants, that wherever they are met with, or 
in whatever Company, their Sound is al ways the 
fame.-It is alfo intended that there be no fuper-
jluous Letters ufed in fpelling; i. e. no Letter that 
is not founded ;-And this Alphabet, by fix new 
Letters, provides that there be no diftinél Sounds 
in the Language without Letters to exprefs themo 
Asto the difference between jhort and long Vowel.r, 
it is naturally expreifed by a fing]e Vowel where 
ihort, a double one where long; as for '' mend" 
write '' mend," but for " remain'd " write 

H h 3 " re meen' d /' 
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H remeen' d;" for " did" write " did," hut for 
. " deed" write '' diid," t &c. 

What in our common Alphabet Ïs fuppofed the 
thitd Vowel, i, as we found it, is as a Diphthong; 
confifi:ing of two of our Vowels joined; [ viz. J lf as 
founded in "into," and i in its true Sound: Any 
oné w·ill be fen fi ble of this, who founds thofe two 
V owels lf i q uick after each other; the Sound 
begins lf and ends zï. The true Sound of the t 
is that we now give to ( In the words " deed, 
't keep,"-*• 

t (Though a fingle vowel appears to be put in the Table for did 
aRd deed equally, yet in the Remarks [ABOVEl the latter is made to 
require two i s. Perhaps the fame doubling of the vowel is meant 
for name and lane; for certainly name is not pronounced as nem, in , 
the expreffion nem. coll. cortefponding to the fou nd in mm.- Sorne 
criücs may probably think th at thefe two fets of founds are fo diftinel: 
asto require difFerent charaélers to exprefs them: iincein mun, pro
nounced afFeéte:ily for ma' am (madam) and correfponding in found 
to men, the lips are kept clofe to the teeth, and perpendicular to each 
other; but in maim, correfponding in found to mmu, the lips are 
placed poutingly and flat towards each other: A remark that might 
be applied with little variation to dia' and deed compared.-As this is 
.a fubjeét I have never rnuch exarnined, it bewmes rr.e only to add, 
that fpelling may be coniidered as " an analyiis of the operations of 
" the organs of fpeech, where each feparate Ietter has to reprefent a 
H difFerent movement ;" and that among thefe organs of fpeech, 
we are to enumerate the epiglottis; an~ perhaps even the Iungs 
themfelves, not merely as furnifhing air for {ound, but as modirying 
the fou nd of that air bath in inhaling and expelling it. E.] 

* [The copy from which this is printed, ends in the fame abrupt 
way with the above, followed by a coniiderable blank fpace; fo that 
more perhaps was intended to b~ added by our au.thor. E.] 

TABLE· 
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Examples [of writing in this Charaél:er.J 

So huen fttm End/iel, blft divztin kamand, 
Ui"J; rztizi!J tempefls /Zeeks e gilti Land; 
( Sztt/i az av leet or peel Britania pafl,) 
Kalm and JirtÏn h-i drttivs {li Jeurizts blajl; 
And, pliiz' d {;' almqitis ardttrs tu 

Pttrfarm., 
Rttids. in ~i Huttrlttind and dlfirekts ~i 

Startn • 

... :dqp j ' 

So 7!z piur limpid Jlriùn; huen Jau! uiljfleini 
av rtt!ii?J. 'rarents and dflendig_ Reens, 

Uztrlu itfllf kliir; and az it rztns rifztin·s 1 
Til !Jtti digriis, ~e jloti!J mirttr fiztins, 
Rijlek.ts iit/i }laur flat an its 6ardztr groz, 
Ande nu hé'll; n ln its feer BZfzttm /ioRJ. 
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Kenjiy.tlfn, Septemblfr 26, I 768. 

Diir Sl(r, 

Zfi hav tranfkrztil/d iur alfabet, &c. 
buit/Î lfÎ pink mttit bi av fttrvis tu ï;oz, hu 
ui/i ta alluttir an alûuret pronttnfie/ilfn, if 
{lat kuld bi fix s' d; bttt tti ji meni inlan
viinienji!, az uel az difikttltis, pat uuld 
atend "l(i bri?J-i!J iur letttrs and ar!zagrafi 
intu kamttn ius. aal a ur etimalodfiiz 
uuld be la.ft, kan.ftlluentli ui kuld nat 
ofttrteen ~i miiniy av meni Ulfrds ; ';i 
diflink/l1fn, tu, bituiin Ulfrds av difttrent 
miinilJ. and .ftmilar Jaund uuld bi iujles, 
lfnles ui livi!J rljiters pqbli/i nu iidi/l1fns. 
ln /Zart l[i biliiv ui mttfl let piipil jpel an 
in "f!eer old ue, and ( az ui fttind it iijiiejJ) 
du "l(i feem aurfelves .-With eaie and with 
fincerity 1 can, in the old way, fubfcribe 
n1yfelf, Dear Sir, 

Y our faithful and affeétionate Servant, 

M. S. 
Dr·. Franklin. 
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[ A~fwer to Mifs S ** * *·] 

Diir Mada1n, 

?i abd/1ek/l!fn iu meek to rektifttii?J aur 

a!fa6et, "~at it uilbi atended ut!; inkanvi
" nienjiz and difik1fltiz," ize natura,luztn; 
jtilr it aluaz akztrz huen eni refarme/iztn 
iz propozed; hue"J;lf1' in rilid/ltfn, gztvern
ment, laz, and iven daun az lo az rods 

and hui! karid/liz. -??i tru kueft/iztn {;en, 
is nat hue"J;.lfr {laer uil bi no difikttltiz ar 

inkànvinienjiz; bztt hueï;!er "J;i di.fikztltiz 
ml nat !Ji fttrmaunted ; and hu~"J:!ztr {Ji 
kanvinienjiz uil nat, an {li huol, bi grétztr 
~an "J;i inhanvinienjiz. ln ];is kes, ~i difi-. 
lztltiz er onli in ??i biginiy_ av '"J;i praktis : 
huen Ï2é er uqns ovtjrk'fm, 'J:!'i advanted/tez 

er 
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er lafli?J-.-To lfÏ'J;lfr iu ar mi, hu Jpel uel in 
ï;i prezent mod, tti imad/iin ï;i aifikttlti av 

t/iend/ii~ f;at mod far ~i nu, iz nat Jo grét, 
b!ft pat ui mztit Pttrfektli git ovztr it in a 
uiiks rttiti?). -Az to '~( oz hu du nat /pel u~/1 

- ijpz' tu difikttltiz er k!fmpérd, [ viz.] ï;at av 
tit/liy ï;em tru Jpeliy in l;i prezent mod, 
and {Jat av tit/liy "l(em 'l(i nu aljabet and f!l 
nu fpeli?J- akardiy to it ; lfÏ am kanjdent 
ï;at 'l(i latztr uuld bi btti far J;i liift. ï;{" 
natttrali Jal into f;i nu me!zlfd alredi, az 
mztt/i az ï;i imperfelfittn av {?er alfabet 
uil admit av ; f!er prezent bad Jpeli~ iz 
onli bad, /likaz kantreri to pi preze;zt bad 

·ruis : 1fndttr ~i 11u ruls it uuld bi gud. 

-{Ji difikttlti av lttrni!J. to Jpel uel in 
~i . old ué iz Jo gr et , ~at jiu_ atén it ; 
7zauzands and !zauzands rl{itir;. an to qfJ 
ed/i, uif;aut ever biiy ebil to akuttir 
it. , '''lîz, bifttidz, e difiklf !ti ltantinuali 
inkriifi?J ; az 7(i Jau?zd graduali veriz 
mor and 1nor jra11t i(i jpeliy : and ttJ 

farenttrJ 
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farenttrs + it me1u 7:!i lttrniy. to pronauns 
a ur la1zgued/l, az rit en in a ur buks, altnojl 
i?npajibil~ 

N au az to " 7:!i inkanvinienjiz" iu men
!ittn.-"l(i fttr.fl iz; "~?at "aal aur etima
(' lod/liz uuld bi lafl, kanjikuentli ui kuld 
'' nat afztrteen ?!i miinù; av 1neni uztrds.'' 
-etimalod/1iz er at prezent veri ttnfztrten; 
Vlft flft/i az 7?é er, Ï(!i old bitlu uuld Jlil 
prizttrv Ï(!eJJt, and etimalod/Zifls uuld ï;ér 
flfind pem. Ulfrds in 7:!i kors av tttim, 
t/Ze1zd/Z rer miinù;s' az uel az {!er Jpeli!J 
and pronztnfie/Zlfn ; and ui du nat luk- to 
etùnalod/Zi Jar per prezent ?niinitJs. If 
zti /iuld ka! e man e_ Neev and e/ 17i!en, 

t [Dr. Franklin ufed to lay fome little ilrefs on this circtmilance, 
when he occafional1y fpoke on the fubj eét. ' A diétionary formed 
4 on this mode! would have been ferviceable to him, he faid, even 
' as an .American ;' becaufe from the wa!lt of public exa.mples o.f 
pronunciation in his own country, it was often difficu!t to learn the 
proper found of certaia words, which occurred very. frequently in 
our Er:crhfh writings , and which of courfe every American very welJ 

h • 

underilood as to their meamng. 
I think I have fe:en a French grammar, which encfeavourecf to re

prefent the French pronunciation, by a refolution of it into Englil\ 
letters ; but for want of proper charatl:ers, it feemed an embarraifed 
bulinefs. - Is not the bad fpelling obferved in French manufcripts,. 
owing in forne degree to the great var~ance betWeen thei-r E:trthography 
a.nd vronunciat' on ! E.J , 

hi-
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hi uuld h~trdli bi Jatisfttid wilz mtti teli?J. 
him, ?at Ulfn av ?i uttrds orid/linali 
fignifttid onli e lad ar fttrvant ; and ~i 
lf'J;lfr, an ttndttr plauman, ar ?_Ji inhabitant 
av e viled/l. ft iz Jram prezent iufed!î 

onli, ?_Ji miini?J. av Ulfrds iz to bi ditttr
mined. 

!ur fekttnd inkanviniens iz, ?at "?_Ji d!f
" tink/lttn bituiin Ulfrdf av difitrent miini?J. 
" and Jimilar Jau nd uuld bi di}lrattid. "
ï;at diflink!lttn iz alredi diflrattid in pro
naunfi?J. ?_Jem ; and ui riltti an f;i fens alon 
av ?_Ji jènten.~ to af-qrteen, huit/l av J;ifeveral 
Ulfrds, fimilar in Jau nd, ui in tend. If 'J:!is 
iz }ztfi/lent in ?_Ji rapiditi av difkors, it uil 
bi mut/i mor Jo in rit1n flntenjès ; huit/i 
ml bi red lez/iurli; and atended to mor 
partikularli in kes av difikttlti, ?an ui lan 
atend to e pafl fentens, huttil e fpikttr iz 
h1frttiiy lf s a lay uilz nu Ulf11S. 

/ur lzttrd inkanviniens iz, ?at "aal 7ti 
" bulu ~lredi rit en uuld bi iujles." -?_Jis in

lcanvini ens 
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Rdf!A)iniens uuld onli Rljm an graduali, in . 
e kors av ed/ies. lu and lfÏ, and lf'J;lfr 
nau livi'J ridttrs, uuld hartlli [arget 'l(i 
iu; av l(em. Piipil uuld long lttrn to riid 
~i old rttitù;, {Jo {Jê prakti.fl 'l(i nu.-And 
??i inkanviniens iz nat greter, {Jan huat 
hes aktuali hapend in a Jimilar kes, in lteli. 
Farmerli its inhabitants aal Jpok and rot 
Latin : az 'J;i langued/i t/lend/id, 'l(i fpeli!J 
Jalo'd it. ft iz tru {Jat at prezent, e miir _ 
1_fnlarn'd Italien kanat riid l;i Latin buks; 
{?o 'l(e er flil red and ttndttrflud bZfi meni. 
B·1ft, if l(i fpeliy had nevttr bin t/1end/1ed, 
hi uuld nau hev fa und it mttt/1 mor difi
h!flt to riid and rljit hiz on languad/l :f:; 
Jar riten uztrds uuld hev had no rilê/iljn to 
faunds, 'l(e uuld onli hev flud far 'l(iys ; 
Jo '~(at if hi uuld eifpres in rZfitiy 'l(i ztidia 
hi hez, huen hi Jaunds 'l(i Ulfrd Vefcovo, 
hi m'ffi iuz 'l(i leterz Epifcopus.-ln/iart, 

t [That is, fuppofing it il:ill to have kept up to its o!d form of 
Latin fpelling, and not to have changed to the prefent form of 
/talian fpelling. E.J 

huatever 
- ~ ''"'),.; 
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huatever ï;i difikttlti~ and inkanvinienjiz 
nau er, ï;e uil bi mor iizili fttrmaunted 
nau, ~an hiraftttr ; and .fttm tttim ar 
t/i(lfr, it mttfl hi dttn; ar aur rljitilJ uil 
bikttm ï;i Jém uiï; ?!i 7/iztiniiz ~, az to ~i 
difikttlti av lttrnilJ and iuzilJ it. And it 
uuld alredi hev bin }lft/l, if ui bad kan
tinud ï;i Salfttn fpeliy. and rttitiy, iu~ed 
blji ()Ur Jorfaï;ers. 

zti am, mtti diir frind, 
-

iurs ajek/ittnetli, 

B. Franklin*~ 
Lttndlfn, 

Kreven-JlrtÏt, 
Sept. 28, 1768, 

! Chine{e. 

" [Perhaps it would have been better to have had the new Ietters 
caft upright, in order to have fuited with Roman inftead of Italie 
charaéters: But it did not occur till too late.-If any falfe fpellin~ 
has appeared in the above, it is as f~ir to attrihute it to the editor a10 
~o the au thor. E.] 

On 
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On the Vrs lN ER TI JR of Matter. 

ln a Letter to Mr. Bax ter. 

A CCORDING to my promife, I fend you 
in writz"ng my obfervations on your book*: 

Y ou will be the better able to confider then1 ; 
which I defire you to do at your leifure, and tQ 
fet me right where I am wrong. 

I fiumble at the threfhold of the building, and 
therefore have not read farther. The author's Vis 
Inertice dfentz"a! to Matter, upon which the whole 
work is founded, I have not 'been able to compre
hend. And I do pot think he de1nonfi:rates at aU 

• {It was a book, intitled An l nquity into the Nature of the Humatt 
Sou!, wberein its Immateriality is e'Vinced, é..:fc.-One of the chief 
objeél:s of this book was to prove that a refiftance to any change is 
elfential to matter, confequently inconfiftent with aéli'Ve poweno in 
it; and that if matter wants aétive powers, an immaterial heing is 
neceifary for ali ~hofe çffeéts, &c. afuibed to içs own natural powers. 
-After ftating the feyeral proofs queftioned by Dr. Franklin, of a: 
V 1 s inertice, or '~force of inertnefs" in matter, the au thor adds; 
' If the immateriality of the foui, the exiftence of God, and the 
' neceffity of a moft particular inceffant providence in the world~ 
' are demonftrable from fuch plain and eafy princip/es ; the atheift 
' has a defperate caufe in hand.' (See the 3d edit. p. 1-8.) -In 
faét, Mr. Baxter's goqrine feems to eftabli!h, rather than difprove, 
an aétivity in matter; and confequently to defeat his own conclufiont 
were n~t that conclufion to be found from other premifes. Primd 
Jacie it feems better for Mr. Baxter's fyftem, to fuppofe rnattt::r Ï?f• 
tapahfe of force or effort, even in the cafe, as he calls it, of refifting 
change; which cafe appears tome no other than the fimple one, of 
matter f!ut altering its ftate without a çaufe, and ~ caqfe exaélly pro~ 
fOrtioned to the dfeét, E. J · 

dearJy 
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clearly (at leafl: to me he does not) that there is 
really Juch a property in matter. 

He fays, No. 2. ' Let a given body or mafs of 
~ matter be called a, and let any given celerity be 
~ called c. That celerity doubled, tripled, &c. or 
' halved, thirded, &c. will be 2 c, 3 c, &c. or 
~ : c, . -;- c, &c. refpeél:ively : Alfo the body dou
' bled, tripled, or halved, thirded, will be 2 a, 
~ 3 a; or -; a, -;-a, refpeétively.' Thus .far is 
clear.-But he adds, 'Now to move the body a 

' with the celerity c, requires a certain force to 
' be impreffed upon it; and to move it ~ith a ce
' lerity as 2 c, requires tu,ice that force to be im
' preffed upon it, &c.' Here I fufpeél: forne 
rniftake creeps in by the author's not difiinguilh
ing between a great force applied at once, or a 
fmall one continually applied, to a mafs of matter, 
in arder to move itt. I think it is generally allowed 
by the philofophers, and for aught we know, is 
certainly true, that there is no mafsof matter, how 
great foever, but may be moved·by any force how 
fmall foever * ( taking friél:ion out of the quefiion;) 
and this fmall force continued, will intime bring 
the mafs to move with any velocity whatfoever. 
-Our au thor himfelf feems to allow this towards 
the end of the fame No. 2. when he is fubdi
viding his celerities and forces : for as in conti
nuing the divifion to eternity by his method of 

t [It would not have been inconfiftent in Mr. Baxter, to admit an 
augmentation of force from fucceffive applications of it; in which 
cafe a fmall force often repeated, is no longer a fmall force, but 
bccomes a large Jum of forces. E.] 

.,. [See the following note. E.] 
J 
~ c, 
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-!- cJ ""!- c, -:!- c, tc; &c. you can never come to à 

fraétion of velocity that is equal to oc, or no ce
lerity at ali; fo dividing the force in the fame 
manner. you can nevet come to a fraélion of force 
that will not produce an equal fraélion of celerity. 
;-Where th en is the mighty Vis lnertiœ, and wh at 
is its ftrength; when the greateft affignable mafs 
of matter will give way to, ot be moved by the 
lea.ft affignable force? Suppofe two globes equal 
to the fun and to one another; exaétly equipoifed 
in Jove's balance; fuppofe no friél:ion in the cen ... 
ter of motion, in the bearn or elfewhere; If a 
mufketo then were to light on one of them, would 
he not give motion to them both, caufing one to 
defcend and the other to rife? If it is obj eéted th at 
the force of gravity helps one globe to defcend, 
1 anfwer, the fame force oppofes the other's rifing: 
Here is an equality that leaves the whole motion 
to be produced by the muiketo, without whom 
thofe globes would not be moved at ali._... Wh at 
then does Vis lnerti~ do in this cafe? and what 
other effeél could we expeél if there were no .fuch 
thing? Surely if it were any thing more than a 
phantoni; there might be enough of it in fuch vajl 
bodies to annihilate, by its oppofition to motion, 
fo trifling a force ? 

Out author would have reafoned more clearly, 
i think, if, as he has ufed the letter a for a cer
tain quantity of matter, and c for a certain quan
tity of c~lerity, he bad employed one lêtter more, 
and pùtfperhaps, for a certain quantity offo:c~. 
This let us iiJppofe to be clone; and then as 1t IS 

1 1 a maxun 
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a maxim that the force of bodies in motion jg 
equal to the quantity of matter multiplied by the 
celerity, (or f =eX a); and as the force receiv
ed by and fubf!O:ing in matter, when it is put in 
motion, can never exceed the force given; So if 
f moves a with c, there muO: needs be required 2j, 
to move a with 2 c; for a moving with 2 c would 
have a force equal to 2f, which it could not re
ceive from rf; And this, not becaufe there is fuch 
a thing as Vis Inertice, for the cafe would be the 
fame if that had no exijlencc; but becaufe nothing 
can give more than it has.-And now again, if a 
thing can give wh at it bas, if If can to 1 a give 
1 c, which is the fame thing asgiving it 1j; (i.e. 
if force applied ta matter at reft, can put it in 
motion, and give it equal force;) where then is Vis 
Inertice? If it exifted at ali in matter, iliould we 
not find the quantity of its refifl:ance fubtraél:ed 
from the force given? 

InN o. 4· our au thor goes on and fays, "the body 
" a requires a certain force to be impreffed on it to 
" be moved with a celerity as c, or fuch a force 
" is necefiàry; and therefore it makes a certain 
" refifiance, &c.: a body as 2 a requires twice 
" that force to be moved with the fome celerzty, 
" or it makes twice that refifl:ance; and fo on.'• 
-This I think is not true; but that the body z a 
moved by the force 1 f ( though the eye ma y j udge 
otherwi1è of it) does ceally rn ove with the fame 
celerity as it did '''hen impelled by the fame force; 
for 2 ais compounded of 1 a+ 1 a: and if each of 
the r a's or each part of the comp'?und were 1nade 

to 
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to move with tc (as they might be by 2}') then 
the whole would move with 2 c, and not with 1 c:~ 
as our author fuppofes. But If applied to 2 a 
makes each a move with-!_- c; and fo the whole 
moves with 1 c; exaél:ly the fame as i d was inade 
to do by 1 fbefore. Wliat is equal ëele.tity but a 
meafuring the Janze * .fpace by moving bodies in the 
fame time ?-Now if 1 a impelled by Ij.meafures 
100 yards in a minute; and in 2 d impelled by' 1}; 

each a meafures 50 yards in a minute, wh~ch added 
make 1 oo; are not the celerities às the forces 
equal ? and fince force ·and celerity ih the fame 
quantity of n1atter are al ways in proportion to each 
other, wh y ihould we,. when the quantity of mat
ter is doubled, allow the force to continue unith
paired, and yet fuppofe one half of the celerity ta 
be loft* ?-I wonder the more at our author's 

. "" [Dr.Franklin's reafoning feeh1s only to prove; that where bodies 
of different maffes have equal force, they ' meafure equal fpace in 
' equal times.' For allowing that z a moves xoo yards in â minute 
(becaufe it moves two feparate 50 yards in th:ù tim€ ) yet furely 
that fpace is not the .fame with that of the 1 oo yards moved by 1 a, 
in the fame time, though it may be equal toit: For the body 2 a 
(that is a and a) in the firft cafe, defcribes a broad double fpace; 
and the body 1 a, in the fecond cafe, defcribes a long and fingle 
fpace.-There is a fartl1er confideration which may. ihew the diffe
rence of celerity and force: For when Dr. Franklin fays in his fe
cond paragraph , that 'there is no mafs of matter, how great foever,~ 
' but may be moved, wi:IJ any 'Ve/ocity, by any continued force, how 
' fmall [oever ;' I a!k whether the ma·ving body muil: not have its 
force rather in the lhape of much celerity, than of rnuch matter, for 
this purpofe; fince withont much celerity it would not move fait 
enough to apply its force to give the required velodty_;~ey~n though 
its quantity of matter, and con!èquently of force, wel'e infinite.
~ Equal celerity therefore in moving ~ac: ie>, is their meafuring equal 
• [pace, alo71g a coatinued liM, in equal time.' Equal [p-ace meafured : 
along a number of fmaller para/lei lirîes, fuits cafes of equal motion 
indeed, but, a(cord iua to this correél:ed definition, not of equal cele-

. 0 
rzt,y. E. J 

I i 2 rnifiake 
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miftake in tnis point, fince in the fame number 1 
find him obferving: " We may eafily conceive 
ct that a body as 3 a, 4 a~ &c. would make 3 or 
u 4 bodies equal to once a, each of which would 
~' require once the firft force to be moved with 
ct the celerity c."· If then in 3 a, each a requires 
once the firfi force f to be moved with the celerity 
c, would not each move with the force f and ce
lerity c; and confequently the whole be 3 a mov
ing with 3f and 3 c? After fo difiinét an obferva
tion, how could he m~fs of the confequence, and 
imagine th at 1 c an& 3 c were the fame r Th us as 
our author's abatement of celerity in the cafe of 
2 a moved by 1 f Îs imaginary, fo muft be his
additional refifiance.-And here again, I am at a 
1ofs to difcover any effeét of the Vis lnertire. 

In No. 6. he tells us " that all this is likewife
" certain when taken the contrary way, viz.from 
" motion to rejl; for the body a moviog with a 
" certain velocity, as c, requ!res a certain degree 
4c of force or refifiance to ftop that motion, &c. 
" &c." that is, in other words, equal force is 
neceffary to defiroy force. It rnay be fo. But how 
does that difcover a Vis Inerticr? would not the 
effeél be the fame if there were no Juch thing? A 
force If firikes a body 1 a, and moves it with the 
celerity 1 c, i. e. with the force 1 j: It requires, 
e\fen according to our author, only an oppofing 
tf to fiop it. But ought it not (if there were a 
Vis Inertire) to have not only the force 1 f, but 
an additional force equal to the force of Vis Iner-

Ù~~ 
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tire, th at objlinate powtr by which a b(}dy tndeavours 
with aU its might to contz'nue in its preflnt flate~ 
whether if moâon or nft? 1 fay, ought there nQt 
to be an oppofing force equal to the fum of thefe -? 
-The tru th however is, th at t~re is no body~ 
how large foever, moving with any. yeloçity, how 
great foever, but may be fiopped by any oppofing 
force, how fmall foever, continually applied. At 
leaft all our modern philofophers agree to tell us fo. 

Let me turn the thing in what light I pleafe, 1 
cannot difcover the Vis Inertire, nor any effeél: of 
it. lt is allowed by ail, that a body 1 a moving 
with a velocity I c, and a force If Jlriking another 
body I a at rell, they will afterwards JJJfJUe an to- · 
gether, each with-; c -and -;f; which, -as I faid 
before, is equal in the whole to I c and If. If 
Vis !nertire, as in this cafe, neither abates the 
force nor the ve]ocity of bodies, what does it, or 
how does it difcover itfelf? 

I imagine I may venture to conclude my obfer
vations on thi.s piece, almofl: in the words of the 
au thor; That if the doétrines of the immateriality 
of the foui and the exiil:ence of God and of d1vine 
providence are demonfirable from no plainer 
principles, the deijl (i. e. theijl] bas a defperate 
caufe in band. 1 oppofe my theifl to his atheift, 
becaufe 1 think they are diametrically oppofite; 
and not near of kin, as Mr. Whitfield feems to 
fuppofe; where (in his journal) he tell us, HM. B. 
" was a deift, 1 had almojl jm"d an atheift ;" that is, 
'ha!k, I had almoft faid charcoa!. · 

1 i 3 The. 
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The din of the. market* increafes upon me J 

and that, with frequent interruptions, has; I find, 
made me fay forne things twice over; and, 1 fup~ 
pofe, ferget forne others I intended to fay. It bas~ 
however, one-good effeét, as it obliges me to corn~ 
to the relief of your patience with 

'four humble fervant1 

J3, FRA~KLIN. 

• (HJJn gerford~ma~rket, near Craven-ftreet where Dr~ Frankliq 
u~lly rc~ded when in ~ondon. E.J 
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ExperJments, Olfervations, and Faé!s, tending ta 
fopport the opinion of the utility if long pointed 
rods,for fecuring buildings from damage byjlrokes 
oj'lightning +· 

ExPERIMENT I. 

TH~ prime conduétor of an eleétric machine, 
A. B. t being fupport'ed about 1 o-;:- inches 

above the table by a wax- fiand, and under it ere·a
e~ a pointed wire 7--!:- inc:hes ·high· and ~ of a'.l inch 
thick, tapering to a iharp point, and comm~·nicat
ing with the table; When the point (being upper
mail) is covèred by the end of a finger, the con
dutl:or may be full cha.rged, and the deétrometer 
c *, will rife to the heightjndicating a full charge: 
But the m'ornent the point is uncovered, the bail 
of the e1ecrrorrrerer drops, iliewing the prime con
dutl:or -to be infi'antly difcharged and nearly emp-· 
tied .of Ïts eleB:ric_ity .-Tu rn the wire its blunt end 
upwat;ds, (which reprefents an unpointed bar,) 
and no fu ch effetl: follows,~ the eleéhometer re
main_ing at i_ts ufual height when the prime con-
du.étor is charged. ·· 

Obfervation. 
What quantity of lightning, a high pointed rod 

weil comnrunicating with the earth may be ex-

t Reàd at the eommittee appointed to confider the ereéling con,. 
duétors to recure the magazines at Purfleet. Au~. Z7, 1772• 

t [See the plate, E.] 
~ Mr. Henley's_, 

Ii 4- peéted 
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peét:ed to difcharge from the clouds filently in a 
ihort time, is yet unknown; but I have reafon 
fron1 a p:1rticular faét to think it may at forne times 
be very ,great.-In Philadelphia I had fuch a rod 
fixed to the top of my chimney, and extending 
about nine feet above it. From the foot of this 
rod, a wire (the thicknefs of a goofe quill) came 
througho.a çovered glafs tube in the roof, and down 
through the weil of the fiair-cafe; the lower end 
con neéted with the iron fpear of a pum p. On 
the fiair-cafi.! oppofite to my chamber-door, the 
wire was divided.; the ends feparated about fix 
jnches, a little bell on each end; [and J between 
the belis a littk brafb bail fufpended by a fil~ 
thread, to play between and firike the beUs when 
clouds paffed with eleét:ricity in them, After hav
ing frequently drawn fparks and charged botties 
from the bell of the upper wire, 1 was one night 
Wftkçd by loud cracks on the fiair-ca(e. Starting 
up ~nd opening the door, I perçeived that the 
brafs bail, infiead of vibrating as ufual ~etween 
the bells,. was repelled and kep~ at a di fiance from 
both; while the fire paifed fometirnes in very 
larg~ q uick cracks from bell to bell ; and .fome-e 
tirpes in a continued denfe white fiream, f~eming-: 
ly as large as my finger, whereby the whole fiaîr-= 
çafe was enlightened as with iùnfnine, fo tha~ 
pn~ ~ight f<;e to pick up a pin*· And fro111 th~ 

• Mr. De Rc~as faw ft ill greater quantities oflightning b{ought 
down py the wire of h is kite1 He had '~ e~plofions from .. t, the poife 
~c of which gre< tl y r.dcmbled th at of thunder, and were} Cj\rd (fro.Ill 
H with c ut) intl the heart of the ci ty, nvtwi thftandinf, the various 
~! p,oife~ çhere,- The firdèe-!1 at the in.{t~nt of the expie f.OP. had th~ 

· ~' ilia~ 
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apparent qua~tity thus difcharged, 1 cannot but 
conceive th at a number * of fuch conduél:ors muft 
contiderably leifen that of any approaching cloud, 
before it cames io near asto deliver its contents in 
a general il:roke :-An effeél: not to b~ expeél:ed 
from bars unpointed; if the above experiment -,ith 
the blunt end of the wire is deemed pertim.nt ta 
the cafe. 

E:xPERIMENT JI. ' 

The pointed wire under the prime conduél:or 
continuing of the fam~ height, pincb it between 
the thumb and finger near the top, [o asjuji to con
ceal the point; then turning the globe, the elec~ 
trometer will rife and mark the full charge. Slip 
the fiogers clown fo as to difcover about half an 
inch of the wire, then another ha1f inch, and then 
another; at every one· of thefe motions difcovering 
more qnd more of the pointecl wire; you will fee 
the eleél:rorneter fall quick and proportionably., 
ftopping when you fiop. If yotl flip clown the 
who!e d!flan.ce at once1 the; baU falls inftantiy clown 
to the ftenl. · 

Obflrvation. 
From this experiment it feems that a greater 

effett in drawing off the lightning from the clouds 
may be çxpeétecl from long pointed rods1 than 

l ' 1hap.e of .a fpindle eight inches long and five !ines in diameter.
,, Y et from .the time of th.e expblion to the end of the experiment, 
·" no lightni.ng was feen above, ncr any thunder heard.-At another 
,.. ti me the fl:reams of fi re ijfuing from it were obferved to be an inch 
~' thick an4 tel) feetlong.. "- See Dr .. Priejlley' i Hijlory of Elellrici!J, 
pages 3 54-6. jirjl edition. . 
- -~ Twelv.e were propofed on an~ neaJ the rnagazmes at Purfl.eet. 

fr pm 
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from jhort ones; I mean fi·om fuch as fhow the 
grfateft length, above the building they are fixed on • 

. 
E x p E R I M E N T III. 

Infi:ead of pinching the point between the 
thumb and finger, as in the bit experiment, keep 
the thumb and fin ger each at near an inch diflance 
from it, but at the fame hûght, the point between 
them. In this fituation, though the pointis fairly 
expofed to the prime conduétor, it has.little or. no 
effeét; the eleétrometer rifes to the height of a 
full charge.-But the moment the fingers are taken 
away, the baU falls quick to the il:em. 

Obfervation. 
To explain th~s, it is fuppofed, that one reafon 

of the fudden effeét produced by a long naked 
·pointed wire is, that (by the repulfive pm:ver of 
the pofitive charge in the prime conduétor) the 
natural quaniity of eleél:ricity contained in the 
pointed wire is driven dawn into the earth, and 
the point of the 'wiré made firon·gly negative; 
whence it attraéts the eleél:ricity of the prime con .. 
duétor more firongly tlun bodies in their natural 
fiate would do_; theflnall quan't1ty of common mat
ter in tbe point, not being able by its attraétive 
force to retain its natural quantity if the elrflric 
jluid, again!t the force of that repulfion.-But the 
finger and thun1b being fubil:antial and blunt bo
dies, though as near the prime conduétor, hold 
up better their orrmz natural quantity againil: the 
force of that repulfion ; and fo, continuing nearly 
in the natural ftate, they jointly operate on the 

eleétric 
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eleétric fluid in the point, oppoJing its defcent, 
and aiding the pflint to retain it :f:; contrary to the -
repelling power of the prime conduétor, which 
would drive it down.-And this may alfo [erve to 
explain the different powers of the point in the 
preccding expe• iment, on the flipping clown the 
fin ger <~nd thumb to different difl:ances *. 

Renee is colle.éted, that a pointed rod ereéted 
hetween two tai! chimnies, and very little higher, 
(an infiance of which 1 have feen) cannat have fo 
good an effeét, as if it bad been ereéted on one of 
the chinmeys, its whole length above it. 

Ex p ER I M E N T IV. 

If, in)lead of a long pointed wire, a large folid 
body, (to reprefent a building without a point) be 
brought under and as near the prime conduétor,. 
when charged ; the bali of the eleétrometer w!U 
jal! a little; and on taking away the large body, 
will rijè again. 

· Obfervation. 
Its rifing again ihows that the prime conduétor 

loft little or none of its eleétric charge, as it had 
done through the point: The fa/ling of the bali 
while the large body was under the conduétor, 
therefore ihows that a quantity of its atmofphere 
was drawn from the end where the eleél:rometer 

! [Perhaps their firft and principal tendency is, to repel and 
~hereby le1fen the influençç of the fluid in the conduélor. See the 
çoncluding note. E.] 

• [If 1 remember weli, the French tranflation of this paper in 
M. Dubourg's editiop, requires fo.q1e reviiion as to this paragraph. r:a . . . 

~s 
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is placed * to the part immediate! y over the larg~ 
body, and there acçumulated ready to frrike into it 
with its whole undiminiihed force, ~s foon as with.
jn the ftriking di ft ance • and, were the prime con .. 
duétof' moveable like a cloud, it would approaçh 
the body by attraai~n till within that clifiance .. 
The fwift motion of clouds~ as driven by the winds, 
probably prevents this happening fo often asother
wife it might do; for, tbough parts of the cloud 
may ftoop towards a building as they pafs, in con
f~quenee of fuch attratl:ion~ yet they are carried 
forward beyond the ftriking difrance before they 
çould by their defçending come within it. 

ExPE:&IMENT V. 

Attach a fmall light Jock of cotton to the under-
1ide of the prime conduélor, fo that it may bang 
.down toward.s the pointed wire mentioned in the 
Jirtl expe6ment. Cover the point with y our fin ger, 
and the globe being turned, the cotton will extend 
itfelf, Hretching dawn towards the finger as at a; 
but on uncovering the point, it infl:ant1y flies up to 
fhe prime çondùtto.r, ·:as at b, and continues there 
:!S long <lS the pointis uncovered. The moment 
you çover it again, the çotton flies clown again, 
ë~tçnding itfèlf towanis the fin ger; and the iàme 
h,appeos in degree, if ( in!l:ead of the fin ger) y ou 
ufe, uncovered, the blunt end of the wire upper .. 
mo!t 

• (i.e. drawn for a tip1.e, to a different part of the conduélor, but 
Jl~ rJI~t of it. ~. J · 

Obfer ... 
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Obfervation. 
Ta explain this,. it is fuppofed that the cotton, by 

its conneétion with the prime conduél:or, teceives 
fron1 it a quantity of its eleétricity; which occa
fions its being attraél:ed by the }inger th at remains 
ftill in nearly its natural frate. But when a point 
is oppofed to the cotton, its eleétricity is thereby 
taken from it, fafier than it can at a difiance be 
fupplied with a freili quantity from the conduétor. 
Therefore being reduced nearerto the natural frate, 
it is attratted up to the eleéhified prime conduétor l 
rather than dawn, as before, to the finger. 

Suppofing farther that the prime conduttor re
prefents a .cloud charged with the eleél:ric fiuid; 
the cotton, a ragged fragment of cloud (of whi~h 
the underfide of great thunder clouds are feen to 
have many;) the finger, a chimney or higheft 
part of a building.-W e then may conceive that 
when fuch a cloud paifes over a building, forne one 
of its ragged under-hanging fragments may be 
drawn clown by the chimney or other high part 
of the edifice; creating thereby a more eajj com
munication between it and the great cloud.-BHt a 
long pointed rod being prefented to this fragment, 
may occafion its receding, like the cotton, up to 
the great cloud; and thereby increafe, infiead qf 
lejjèning the difiance, fo as often to make it greater. 
than the firiking difiance.-Turnin.g the biunt end 
if a wire uppermofi, (which teprefents the un
pointed bar} it appears that the fame good effeét 
is not from that to be expeél:ed.-A long pointed 
rod it is therefore imagined, may prevent forne 

firokes ;. 
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firokes; as weil as conduél others that fall upon 
it, when a great body of cloud cornes on fo heavÏly 
that the above repelling operation on fragments 
cannot take place. 

Ex p E R I M EN T VI. 
Oppofite the .fide of the prime conduétor place 

flparately, ifolated by wax items, Mr. Canton's 
two boxes with pith halls fufpended by fine linen 
threads. On each box, lay a wire fix inches long 
and -!- of an inch thick, tapering to a iharp point; · 
but fo laid, as that four inches of the pointed end 
of one wire, and an equallength of the blunt end 
of the other, may projeB: beyond the ends of the 
boxes; and both at 18 inches diftance from the 
prime conduB:or.-Then charging the prime con
duB:or by a turn or two of the globe, the balls of 
each pair will fe para te; thofe of the box whence 
the point projeB:s moft, co'!fiderably; the others 
lifs.-Touch the prime conduétor, and thofe of 
the box with the blunt point will collapfe, and join. 
Thofe conneél:ed with the point will at the fame 
ti me approach each other, tù'l within about an inch, 
and there remaz'n. *. 

0 bflrvation. 
This feems a proot~ that though the fmall ihar

pened part of the wire tnufl: have had a /ifs natural 
q~antity in it before the operation, than the thick 
blunt part; yet a greater quantity was driven down 

from . it to the halls. Thence it is again inferred 

• [For though the condutl:or is di{charged, the air about it is 
not. E.J 

th at 



[M. P.] Jecur/ng Buildings from Lightning. 495 
that the pointed rod is rendered more negative: and 
farther, th at if a jlroke mufl jal/ from the cloud 
over a building, furniilied with fuch a rod, it is 
more likely to be drawn to that pointed rod; than 
to a blunt one; as being more il:rongly negative, 
and of courfe its attraél:ion il:ronger.-And it feems 
more eligible, that the lightning fbould fallon the 
point of the conduél:or (provided to con vey it into 
the earth,) th an on any other part of the building, 
thence to proceed to fuch conduél:or.-,Which end 
is alfo more likely to be obtained by the. l~ngth and 
loftinefs of the rod; as proteél:ing more extenfive
ly the building under it. 

~'- It has been oB JECTED, that ereéting pointed 
rods upon edifices, is to invite and draw the lightning 
into them; and therefore dangerous.-W e_re fuch 
~ods to be ereél:ed on buildings, without contz.nuing 
the communication qui te clown into the moift earth, 
this objeél:ion might then have weight ; .. but when 
fuch compleat conduélors are made, the lightning 
is invited not into the building, but into the earth, 
the fituation it aims at; and which ital ways feizes 
every help to obtain, even from broken partial 
metalline conduélors. 

It has alfo been fuggeil:ed, that from fuch elec-. 
tric experiments nothz'ng certaùz can be concluded as 
to the great operations if nature; fince it is often 
feen that experiments, which have fucceeded in 
fmall, in large have failed.-It is true that iri me
chanics this has fometimes happened. · But when 
it is confidered that we owe our firft knowledge 

of 
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of the nature and operations of Iightriing, to ob,; 
fervations on fuch fmall experiments; and that orl 
carefully comparing the moft accurate accounts of 
forn1er faéts, and the exaél:efi relations of thofe 
that have occurred fi nee, the effeél:s hàve furpriz
ingly agreed with the theory; it is humbly con
ceived that in natural philofophyt in this branch 
of it at leafi, the fuggefiion bas not fo much 
weight; and that thefarther newexperiments now 
adduced in recommendation of long fharp-pointed 
rods, may have forne daim to credit and confide• 
ration. 

It has been urged too, that though points may 
have confiderab1e effeéts on afma/1 prime conduétot 
atfmall dijlancu; yet on great clouds and at great 
diftances, nothing is to be expeéted from them.
To this it is anfwered, that in thofe fmal! experi.
ments it is evident the points aét at a greater than 
the jiriking difiance; and in the large way, their 
fervice is on/y expetled where there is Juch nearnefs 
of the cloud, asto endarzger a Jlroke; and there, it 
cannot be doubted the points muft have forne ef.
feét. And if the quantity difcharged by a fingle 
pointed rod may be fo confiderable as [ have lhown 
it; the quantity difcharged by a number, will be 
proportionably greater. . 

But this part of the theory does not depend alone 
ori fmall experiments.-Since the praétice of ereél:
ing pointed rods in America, ( now near 20 years *) 
five of them have been fi:ruck by lightning; viz. 

• [About the year J 7 sz. E.] 
Mr. 
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Mr. Raven's and Mr. Maine's in South Carolina j 
Mr. Tucker's in Virginia; Mr. Wefi:'s and Mr. 
Moulder's in Philadelphia. Poffibly there may 
have been more that have not come to tny know
ledge. But in every oné of thefe, the Iightning 
did not fall upon the body if the houfe; but pre
ciièly on the feveral points of the rods ; and~ 
though the conduétors were fometimes not fo.!Ji
ciently large and compleat, was conveyed into the 
earth, without any material damage to the b_uild..
ings.--Faéts theo z'n great, as far as we have 
them authenticated, juftify the opiniqn that is 
drawn from the experiments in fma/1 as above re,.. 
lated. 

It has alfa been objetl:ed, that unleis we knew 
the quantity that might pqfjibly be difcharged at 
one firoke from the clouds, we cannot be fu re we 
have provided JZfi!ident çonduétors ; and therefore 
cannot depend on their conveying away al! that 
may fallon their points.-Inde~d we have nothing 
to form a judgment by in this cafe but paft faéts; 
and we know of no infiance where a compleat con
duétor to the moift earth has been infufficient, 
if half ~n inch diameter. It is probable ~ that 
many firokes of lightning have been conveyed 
through the common le~tden pipes affixed to houfes 
to carry down the water from the roof to the 
ground: and there is .no account of fuch pipes 
being melted and deftroyed, as mufi fometimes 
have happened if they ha•.d been infufficient.-We 
can then on_ly judge of the dimenfions proper for 

J.( k a con-
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a conduél:or of lightning, as we do of thofe pro
per for a conduélor if rain, by pail: obfervation. 
And as we think a pipe of three inches bore fuf
ficien t to carry off the rain th at falls on a fq uare 
of 20 feet, becaufe we never faw fuch a pipe glut
ted by any ihower; [o we may judge a conduél:or 
of an inch diameter, n1ore than fufficient for any 
firoke of lightning that will fall on its point. It 
is true that if another deluge .fhould happen 
wherein the windows of heaven are to be opened, 
fuch pipes may be unequal to the falling quantity; 
and if Gad for our fins .fhould think fit to rain fire 
upon us, as upon forne cities of old, it is not ex
peél:ed th at our condu&ors of whatever fize, fhou1d 
{ecure our houfes againfi: a miracle.-Probably as 
water drawn up into the air and there forming 
clouds, is difpofed to fall again in raùz by its na
tural gra,vity, as foon as a number of particles fuf
'ficient to make a drop can get together; [o when 
the clouds are (by whatever means) over or under
charged [ with the eleélric .ftuid] to a degree fuffi
cient to attraél: them towards the earth, the equi
librium is reftored, before the difference become$ 
great beyond that degree. Mr.Lane's t!eélrometer, 
for limiting precifely the quarltity of a fhock that 
is to be adminiil:ered. in a medical view, may ferve 
to make this more eafily intelligible. The dif
charging knob does by a fcrew approach the con
duél:or to the difiance intended, but there remains 
.fixed. Whatever power there may be in the glafs 
globe to colleét the fulminating fluid, and \vhat
ever capacity of receiving and accumulating it 

thero 
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there may be in the bottle or glafs jar; yet neither 
the accutnulation or the difcharge, ever exceeds 
the deftined quantity. Thus, were the c!oud.t 
al ways at a certain fixed diftance. from the earth, 
ali difcharges would be made when the quantity 
accumulated was equal to the difiance: But there 
is a circumfiance which by occafiortally leffening 
the .difiance, leffens the difcharge; to wit, the 
moveablenefs of the clouds, and their being dra Wil 

nearer to the earth by attraétion when eleétrified; 
fo that difcharges are thereby rendered more fre-
quent and of courfe lefs violent. Hence whatevet 
the quantity may be in nature, and whatever the 
power in the clouds of colleéting it; yet an accu ... 
mulation and force beyond what mankind has hi
therto been acquainted with, is fcarce to be ex• 
peéted*_. 

B.F .. 

"' trt may be fit to mendon here, that the ~mmediate occafion of 
the difpute concermng the preference between pointed and blunt 
conduél:ors of Iightning, arofe as follows.-A powder mill having 
blown up atBrefcia, in confequence of its being ftruck with lightning,. 
the Englifh board of ordnance applied to their painter, Mr. Wilfon, 
then of forne note as an eleél:rician, for a method to prevent the 
like accident to their magazines at Purfleet. Mr. Wilfon having 
advifed a blunt conduél:~r, and it being underftood that Dr. 
Franklin's opinion, formed upon the fpot, was for a pointed one; 
the matter was referred in 177 2, to the Royal Society, arrd by them 
as ufu.al, to a committee, who, after çonfult 1 ~ion, prefcribed a me
thod conformable to Dr. Franklin's theory. But a harmh:fs ftroke of 
lightning, having under particu_lar circumitances, fal_len upon on-e ?f 
the buildino-s and its apparatus 1n May 1777; the fub;eél: came agam 
into vioien~ agitation, and was again teterred to the (ociety, _and 
by the fociety again refer~ed to a new committee, which ccmnüttee 

• , K k ~ confirm~d 
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confirmed the decifion of the firft committee. As the difpnte in 
the public opinion is not yet dofed, for this and for other 
reafons, I have been very fummary in my account of it.-It is 
fuperfluous to add perhaps, that in the courfe of this controverfy, 
(which after occupying attention fi·om the firft perfonages at home, 
has found its way abroad) Mr. Henly and Mr. Nairne have very 
much fignalized themfelves, as Dr. Franklin's defenders; and that 
our author's opinions are now likely to find another principal and 
farther advocate in Lord Vifcount Mahon. 

Without going much into the general queftion, I beg permi.ffion 
here, to throw out a hint, on the nature and ·effeét of blunt and 
pointed terminations in conduél:ors of the eleél:ric fluid.-A point of 
conduéting matter, it may be obferved, attraéts the fluid by virtue 
only of that fingle point. But if a mafs of fuch matter is conneEi:ed 
with the .fluid, the .fluid becomes attraél:ed not only by the particle 
of matter diametrically before it, but by thofe particles Iikewife thac 
lie to the right and left of it: Juil: as when three or four perfons fit 
clofe together in a row at a table, with each à taper pefore him, 
reading; they not @n]y receive the illumination of their own par
ticular taper, but that proceeding from the Jide rays of their neigh
bours ; fo as ali of them to fee better, th an if ea(:h were placed 
.with his taper in a feparate room.-But farther. When conduél:ing 
bodies conneéted with the earth, are faid to be in their natural 
ftate refpeéting eleétricity, it is not meant tb at they are th en <with
out eleél:ricity; but only that they have no more than their fhare in 
the general diftribution of it throughout nature ~ Every fuch body 
has its portion; greater or fmaller according to what it is able rela
tive! y to contain. The point, and the blunt mais therefore juft. 
mentioned, have dijferent collections of .fluid, even in what is called 
their nat ur al ftate *; becaufe the retaining power in blunt bodies is 
greater, in proportion toits number of particles, than in the point t. 
,-When therefore a preternaturallycharged body Îs prefented to fuch 
a hlunt body, it finds in it a confiderable colleél:ion of .fluid, by 
which its own charge is repelled, and that at forne diftance. But when 
a point is prefented, the .fluid of theJpreternaturally charged body 
approaches very near it, ·and then by its fuperior force (more eafily 

• Il!< [Thi~ natur~l ftat~ is a ~ort of mean, between the preternatural and nega
t!ve ftates ; and us ex1ftence 1s well known from many experiments to elethi
t.lans. E.} 

. t [It is true alfo that when the charge thickens, the repellency cf tk fluid 
Jnc:eates for the fa~e, and other reafom; but then, to a certain étch, the fli
penor force of the wu~afed •mraékon balances this. E.J 
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than in the former 1:afe) drives away the natural 1:harge, in arder 
to get at the point; which having do ne, it quickly makes ufe of it as 
a mere conduél:or. In this cafe it is feen why a preternatural charge 
ealily pufhes into a point, ta which it is placed oppofite, (in arder to 
come to an eg uilibrium with the earth.)- But a preternatural 
charge alfo eafi.ly pufnes out of a point, with which it is conneéled, 
in arder ta go into the neighbouring bodies; for a preternatural 
eleél:ric charge is (if one may be allowed the expreffion) fa felf~ 
repellent, as ta be ever ready to burfl: and difperfe; and as it is of . 
no conièquencc that forne parts of the body in which it refides, 
are faithful to their trufl:, provided other parts are fo weak as ta ad
mit its efcape, the neighbouring bodies contefl: the poffeffion at the 
weaker fpot; and by that meam draw off fa !PUCh of the charge as 
is preternatural, foon leaving the fl.uid reduœd to its natural il:andard. 
-In the cafes therefore both of ingrefs and egrefs, the point is witlt 
great facility ihipped of its natural charge, and becomes c<Jnverted 
for a moment from a retainer of the fluid into a mere conduélor of it. 

As tc the cafe of co1Uiuélor.s againfllightning, one may be very weU 
content ta have found out a means of contriving a paffage for the 
firoke, where it: can do no harm, which pa!fage it fhall prifer to the 
building, ta which it might do harm. And a metal rad it feems 
anfwers this purpofe; being cheap with refpeél ta expence, and a 
much better inviter of the fluid than the building. But for the 
{ame reafon th at we ufe a metalline rad, as being a better conduélor 
<Jf the .fluid, than the building itfelf, it ihould feem that we ought 
ta prefera metdline rad that is pointed; becaulê the point (virtually) 
great! y incref7jes the inviting powers of the met~l.-It is not indeed 
ta . be fuppofed that we ihould confl:ruél the pomted conduélors of a 
cwantcn height; fa as to make them interfere with lightning 'that 
would not itîèlf interfere with the building* .-But, if it fhould 
.appear, that the rod~ prefcribed for common ufe are more than fuf
ficient ta condué't the largeft fl:roke ever known to take place; and 
if it !hould alfa appear that)Jender elevated points have a remarkabte 
tendency not only to conduél a fl:roke when upon its pafiàge, pre
ferably to a blunt tcrmination; but to fteal it away from the c"Rarged 
douds filently and piece-meal, bifore it can come in the f?rm ot 
a fl:roke, thereby preventing that fl:roke; (and all thefe cuçum. 
fi ances do very evident! y appear;) then it will be fa und tha.t much 
more danger is lift by law conduélors, than cao poffibly be zncurre.d 
.by any p<J.rticularly elevated pointed ones; and confequently tha_t 

~ l Unlcfs for inftance it was placed on w~e principal emil'lence or bJildinj 
rn a town, where Ît fhouJd f~n·e by th at means a~ a fort of j;e•JeJ al prote~ JO 1 

to ,the tQwn. .E.J 
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~t is much fafer to exceed in the one way, than to be deficient in tbe 
t>ther.-· As tc the points on the feveral buildings at Purfleet, the_ only 
fault in them, (if there was any fault) feems to have been theu not 
be;n~ high and frequent enough. . . 

There is mere perhaps to be fa1d on thefe fubJeÇts, but thefe page~ 
;1re the propmy ofDr. Fran(din. E.J 

P. S. There is a difficulty however to be anfwered here with re
fpeél to the a_ttraélirve influence of hlunt conduélors. For it may be 
thought that if a blunt body aéls fo powerfully upon its natural 
charge, it ought fer the fame reafon to be propcrtiona!Jly iwviting ta 
p FoRE 1 c N charge.- Let th en the letters A B C, in rhe order in 
which they ftand, refpeétively reprefent the blunt body, the natural 
charge, and the foreign charge. The foreign charge is here allowed 
to be ftrongly attra . .:1ed by the blunt body A; but fince the natural 
charge B intervenes between them, the repellency of that n<'.~ ural 
charge <\éts from a nearer pofl: than the attraétion of A ; and as its 
quantity and repellency is in the li ~ ft inftance proportioned (irj forne 
meafure) to the attraétion of A, and it has the ad van tage of pofirion; 
the invitation to a foreign charge is •hus confide1 :.:bly checked in the 
blunt body.-As to the point, its meri · lies, not m its attraétion of 
the fluid, but in its giving little oppofition to its pa1T";;e, whether 
h be going in or coming out of it. 

~ut farther: It may be thought that if a fuperior quantity of 
natural charge furrounds blunt bodies, compared with rointed on es; 
Mr. Canton's pith-!Jalls ought to difcorver the aï..fference.-But I an
fwer that the fuperior charge in blunt bodies cannot affeét che bails 
by attraéling them; For attraétion aéts only between bodies that are 
difproportion ately charged; but as the halls and blunt body hav~ 
equally been communicating with the mafs of fluid in the earth, 
the affair of cop1petition and proportion has be~n previoufiy fettled 
}letween them, and they cannot now differ, Neither can the charge 
~f the blunt body repel the balls; For fince oth.er bodies dra\\ ing 
proportionable fhares of fluid frofll the earth furround or in the 
prefent ftate of thîngs are conneéled with the bali~; thofe other 
bodies m)lil: lofe their charges, before the halls can be driven back 
upon them; but thofe charges are held up in the bodies by the 
common mafs of fluid in the earth, which is the fame force that 
holds up the fluid in the blunt body itfelf, (that would otherwife 
become difperfed, clown to a certain proportion.)- However though 
bodies containing the natural charge, are thus feen not affeéted by 
jts different qiftributions, yet it may happen otherwife with thejiuid 
üfe~f that conftitutes this charge: For fuppofe two blunt bodies, 
fO~municating with the earth, to be brought near each other; the 

· tl~~~ i~ each body repellin~ thaç in the oppofite? and the attratl.ioq . . . . !~ 
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in each body diminilhing that in the oppofite, forne of the fluid from 
each body muft recoil and retire into the earth ; the mafs of fluid 
in which earth therefore muft for the time be augmented and dif
turbed; though in a degree fo infinitely fmall, asto be infenfible*, 
In like manner if feveral pointed conduétors that before ftood fepa
rate, are put by the fide of each other; they will inftantly have 
more fluid colleéted round them, than when in their feparate ftate; 
(owing to the union of each other's fpare lateral influences, as men
tioned above :) Which ihews th at conduél:ors with Jing le points, or 
otherwife points placedju.fficiently afunder t. are the fafeft for our 
buildings and the moft powerful for our eleé1:rical machines. In 
which latter cafe (of the machines) the neceffity for retaining the 
fluid that is colleé1:ed, affords a farther and ftronger reafon againft 
their multiplicity; fince if by any accident, points are placed in a 
fituation where they do not receh;e the fluid1 they will in general be 
fure to emit it. E. J 

~ (The difference ofju~tta-pofhion and (eparatlon in bodies, as to the charge:• 
they will con tain, is proved in Dr, Franklin's · letters, p. 129, 1 jO, and in 
Beccaria on Artificial Eleéhicity, art. 457; the ' fame thing happening in an 
•rtijcial charge, which is here affirmed concerning a natural one, E.] 

t (Therefore pieces of metal with teeth like a Jaw, feem 01;1 fc:vc:ral accounts 
aQt fo proper as long ilender pointa of metal, E.] 

S uppo.fttion~ 



Sztpp;ptions and Conjeélures towards forrrâng an 

H ypothefis, for the exp!anation of t /.J! Aurora 

Borealis *· 

I. A 1 R heated by any. means, becomes rari
.fied, and fpeciEcally !ighter than other 

air in the fame fituation not heatèd. 
2. Air being made thus lighter rifes, and the 

-ne~ghbouring çooler heavier air- takes its place. 

~· If in the middle of a room you beat the air 
by a t'tove, or pot ofburning coals near the floor, 
the heated air wi11 rife to the ceiling, fpread over 
the çooler air till it con1es to the cold walls; 
there, being condenfed and made heavier, it de-
Jcends to fupply the place of that cool air which 
bad moved towards the fiove or fire, in orcier to 
fupply the place of the heated air which had af
cended from the fpace around the ftove or fire. 

4· Thus there will be a continuai circulation 
of air in the room; which m:1y be r,endered vifible 
by making a little fn1oke, for that frnoke will riiè 
and circulate with the air. 

[N, IL Whenever an afteri!k or other mark is put in the text 
JJ.boye, a note to correfpond with it will be found at the end of the 
piece; numbered as the article in the text is numbered, and the fub
jeél of it there briefly recapitulated, The not~s may be rea!J at 
Jçjfur~. ~. J 

S· A 
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5. A fi mil ar operation is performed by nature 
on the air of this globe. Our atmofphere is of 
a certain height, perhaps at a medium [ J 
miles : Above that height it is fo rare as to be 
almofl: a vacuum. The air heated betwe~n the 
tropics is continually rifing; its place is fup
plied by northerly and îoutherly winds, which 
come from the cooler regions. 

6. The light heated air floating above the cooler 
and denièr, mufi fpread north ward and fou th ward; 
and defcend near the two poles, to fupply the 
place of the cool air, which had moved towards 
the equator. 

7. Th us a circulation of air t is kept up in 
our atmofphere, as in the room .1bove mentioned. 

8. That heavier and lighter air may move in 
currents of different and even oppofite direétion, 
appears fometimes by the clouds that happen tQ 
be in thofe currents, as plainly as by the fmoke 
in the experiment above mentioned.-Alfo in 
opening a door between two chamoers, ·one of 
which has been warmed, by holding a candie 
near the top, near the bottom, and near the . 
middle, you will find a !hong current of warm 
air paffing out of the warmed room above, and 
another of cool air entering be1ow; while in the ' 
middle the re is little or no motion. 

9· The great quantity of va pour rifing between 
the tropics forms clouds, which contain much 
eleétrici ty • 
. Some of them fall in rain, before they come 

to the polar regions. 1 o. If 



so6 Conjeélures about the Aut.:ora Borealis. 

1 o. If the rain be received in an ifolated 
veffel, the vdfel will be eleél:rified ; for every drop 
brings clown forne eleél:ricity with it. 

1 1 • The fame is clone by fnow or hail. 

12. The eleétricity fo deiêending, in tempera te 
* climates, is received and imbibed by the earth. 

1 3· If the clouds are not fufficiently difcharged 
by this graduai operation, they fometimes dif
charge themfelves fuddenly by firiking into the · 
earth, where the earth is fit to receive their elec
tricity. 

14. The earth in temperate and warm climates 
is generally fit to receive it, being a good conclue
tor. 

15. A certain quantity of heat will make forne 
bodies good conduélors, that will not otherwife 
conduét. 

16. Th us wax rendered fluid, and glafs foften
ed by beat, will both of them ~onduét. 

17. And water, though naturally a good çon
duétor, will not conduél · weil, wben frozen into 
ice by a corn mon degree of col<!; not qt all, where 
the cold is extreme t. 

18. Snow falling upon frozen ground has been 
found to retain its eleélricity; and to communi
cate it t to an ifolated body, when after falling, 
it bas been driven about by the wind. 

19· The 
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19. 'The humidity contained in ali the equa
torial clouds that reach the polar regions, muft 
there be ~ondenfed and fall in fi1ow. 

20. The great cake of ice that eternally covers 
thofe regions may be too hard frozen to permit 
the eleétricity, defcending with that fnow f, to 
en ter the earth. 
. 2 I. It may therefore be accumulated upon that 
tee. 

22. The atmofphere being heavier in tha polar 
regions, than in the equatorial, will there be 
lower; as well from that caufe, as from the fmal
ler effeét of the centrifugai force: confequently the 
difl:ance of the vacuum above the atmofphere will 
be lefs at the pales, than elfewhere; and probably 
much lefs than the difiance ( upon the fUI·face of 
the globe) extending from the pole to tho fe lati
tudes in which the earth is fo thawed as to receive 
and imbibe eleétricity; (the froft continuing to 
lat. 8o t, which is ten degrees, or 6oo miles 
from the pole; while the height of the atmofphere 
there of fuch denfity as to obfiruél: the motion If 
of the eleétric fluid, can fcarce bç: efieemed above 
[ ] miles). , 

t3. The vacuum above is a good conduél:or *· 
24. May not then the great quantity of elec

tricity,· brought into the polar regions by the 
clouds, which are condenfed there, and fall in 
fnow, which eleétriçity would enter th~ ç4rth, 

but 
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but cannat penetr.ate the ice; may it not, I fay, 
(as a bottle overcharged) break through that low 
atmofphere, and run along in 1the vacuum over 
the air towarc!s the equator; diverging as the de
grees of longitude enlarge; ftrongly vifible where 
denfefr, and becoming lefs vifible as it more di .. 
verges ; till it finds a paifage to the earth in more 
temperate climates, or is mingled with their up-
per air? · 

2 5. If fuch an operation of nature werè really 
performed, would · it not give all the appearances 
of an AuRoRA BoREALIS? 

26. And wou]d not the auroras become more 
frequent after the approach of winter t: not only 
becaufe more vifible in longer nights; but alfo 
becaufe in fummer the long prefence of the fun 
may foften the furface of the great ice cake, and 
render it a conduétor, by which the accumulation 

, of eleétricity in the polar regions will be prevent
ed ? 

27. The atmofphere of the polar reg-ions~ be
ing made more denfe by the extreme cold, and 
all the moifture in th at air being frozen; may not 
any great light arifing therein, and paffing through 
it, render its denfity in fo::ne degree vifîble during 
the night time, to thofe who live in the rarer air 
()f more fouthern latitudes; and would it not in 
that cafe, although in itfelf a complete and full 
circle, extending perhaps ten degrees from the 
pole, appear to fpeél:atOTs io placed (who could 
fee only a part of it) ùz the jonn if a fegment; its 

chord 
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chard refiing on the horizon, and its arch elevated' 
more or lefs above it as feen frorn latitudes more 
or lefs diftant; darkijh in co/our, but yetfu.fliciently 
trmzfparent to permit forne fiars to be feen thro' it. 

28. The rays of eleétric matter ifiuing out of 
a body, diverge * by mutually repelling each 
other, unlefs there be forne conduéling body near, 
to receive them: and if that conduéting body be at 
a grea ter diftance, they will Jirfl diverge, and then 
converge in arder to enter it. May not this account 
for forne of the varieties of figure feen at times in 
the motions of the luminous matter of the auroras: 
fince it is poffible, that in paffing over the atmo
fphere, from the north in all direétions or meri
àians, towards the equator, the rays of that mat
ter may find in many places, portions of cloudy 
region, or moifi: at1nofphere under them, which 
(being in the natural or negative fia te) may be fit 
to receive them, and towards which , they may 
therefore converge: and when one of thofe receiv
ing bodies is more than faturated, _they may ag ain 
diverge from it, towards other furrounding mafTes 
of fu~h humid atmofphere, and thus form the 
crowns f, as they are called, and other figurei 
mentioned in the hifi:ories of this n1eteor t ? 

Notes 

.. 
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Notes to the preceding Paper. 

• [If I mi!l:ake not, this paper was read to the Royal Academy 
&f Sciences at Paris, at the meeting held immediately after Ea!l:er 
1779· 

Diîcoveries relative to the eleéhicity of the atmofphere, feem th& 
property of Dr. Franklin. Having explained the juijla11ce of light
ning, and the rneans of difarming its fury, having furniilied the 
principal faél:s and conjeél:ures for determining its mode of colleélion 
and difcbarge, along with our clouds; it retnained for him to in!l:ruél: 
us in the hiftory of the Aurora Borealù.-He mode!l:ly calls it only 
a preparation towards an hypothefis; but there are few elefuicians 
who will not fee difcovered in it fundamentals of its caufe; 
and hereafterwhen contemplating this meteor, pay their tribute to 
Dr. Franklin. 

I find it necefl"ary to obferve however, that Dr. Franklin appears 
to have little difficulty in fuppofing the eleél:ric fluid and the matter 
of the auroras, to be one and the fame; and only inquires ho<W the 
.fluid cornes ta be found in ajituation fit for producing the appear
ances there exhibited.-He does not therefore enumerate any of tho fe 
articles in which they mutually corre/pond; fuch as the diff'ufed milky 
light, the filent flitting, and fometimes convulfed corrufcations of 
that light, the feveral varieties of colour, &c. that are alike feen 
in the auroras, and our lefs perfeél: artificial vacuums when eleél:ri
fied; together with other circum!l:ances of refemblance that are to 
be colleél:ed from the hypothefis itfelf. 

The con'Vuljed corrufcations indeed in the auroras, mo!l: refemble 
the repetitions of the ftroke obfervable in lightning; which how
ever, being acknowledged eleéhical, cornes to the fame thing.-And 
the repetitions in both cafes may be fuppofed owing to the difcharge 
of one colleél:ion of the fluid along the conduéting pa!fage, being 
in!l:antly followed by the difcharge of another from a more di.!l:ant 
refervoir, fucceeding inte the vacancy the fir!l: has left, «nd then 
itfelf rufhing in turn to the conduéting paifage: And, as many in 
number as the conneéted refervoirs are, fo frequent will be the 
repetition of the ftroke; the firft difcharges being necefl"arily the 
rno!l: violent t.--But if thefe corrufcations ihould not all of them 

t [ Accounts are often given of ftrokes of lightning, which are faid to have di
<:Jided themfelves upon their paffage in different direét :ons? May not thefe appear
ances more frequently arife from the expiation and diffipation of the firft difcovered 
conduétors, by the fir!t difcharges; which makes it neçefiàry for thefollowing dif
charges to fcek olher courfes ? E.J 

ar ife 
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[M. P.] Of a Cz.rculation of humùl A/r. 
arife from abfolute difcharges, (and it may be fuppofed from obfer
vation th at they do not,) th en perhaps the fluid may be conftdered at 
thefe ~ot;'le~ts ~s under the operation of certain accidents that may 
attend lt m lts mfulation t. - Indeed tho fe ft ill and detached clouds 
if ligbt, fo often feen in the auroras, out of reach of the north; are 
àardly to be accounted for, even allowing the theory, without fup
pofing an infulation th at is in forne degree permanent. E.] 

[ t § 7· u Thus a circulation of [humid] a1r IS kept up in our 
" atmofphere. "-The re are forne faéts to be related here, which 
may elucidate our author's conjeélures. 1 °. The ejfefl of the JU1r 
on our atmofphere is held to be powerful enough, to give an almoft 
inflexible direétion to the lower air (or trade winds) in the northern 
Atlantic, to the vaft diftance of 2000 miles from the equator ; 
( which is ne ar .;- of the diftance to the polar ice-cake, afterwards 
fpoken of.) - 2 °. The courfe of thefe trade winds about the tropic 
of cancer, being to the northward of eaft, implies a great 'Vacang 
made in thofe foq,ver latitudes where thefe winds are only at eajl; 
and as the air in thofe parts is moft rarified and fwelled, fuch va
'cancy can only happen from the air's rifing; particularly as the fea 
there keeps the heat at a tolerable equilibrium, and vapour may be 
fuppofed to increafe the volume of air.- 3 °. Only about i of the 
equator appears to pafs over land; the reft extending along water~ 
much of which water is therefore in the way of the heated air's im
bibing * .-4 °. A fmall thin fi-ream of air, paffing through colder 
air, would quickly lofe its heat; but where a vajl ma_fs of warm air 
rifes, (fuch as a fegment of the atmofphere,) though the cuter parts 
of it that occafionally touch colder foreign bodies may be fpeedily 
cooled, yet the circumftance_s of the fituation and expofure only can. 
be expeéled to cool the inner parts. Thus, the vaft mafs of water.s 
heated by the tropical fun in the Atlantic! and driven .by the tropi~al 
winds in a heap towards the bay of Mex1co, (where 1t becomes ftlll 
more heated from being ftationary, , and this amid furrounding hot 
lands;) when it comes torunitfelfoffthrough thegulph ofFlorida~ 
carries fo mu ch heat along with it, that Dr. Franklin found it at 81 ° t. 

t [Such as the being dillurbed hy, the_ neighh?urhood or rer.~?val of the fiuid in 
the regions below (which may be fuppoted mov.tn~ a b~ut there 111 cloud~ or other
wife ;) or th e being for.:ed tu undergo a f:efh ddrnbut10n ~rom t.he loca!Jncreafe or 
diminution ofits quantity; or the being affetted by undula-t10ns In the atmofphere, 
(amounting not only to ~ere c~an~e ?f pofirion in th~ fiuid, but tu an alteration .of 
the fize of the rcfervtJus 1n wluch 1t 1s confine.!;) w:th perhaps vanous other Clr-
cumftances. E.J . 

'"' [The proportion of land to watcr is indeed great~ Ill the other parts of the 
tropics. E. J _ _ . ! [In the tropics eR_!iward of the Wefr Jndtes, at the fame fe:~fon, 1t has beeO; 
lound on ly at 77° (of Fahrenhw. ) E.] 

in 
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in Nov. 1776, when croffing it in his voyage ftoin Philadelphia t~ 
France. For though the fides and bottom of this great water-current 
undoubtedly lofe heat, by mixing with calder waters; yet the inner 
parts (not being able ta cool eacb otber) retain their beat much 
longer; and in faél:, as Dr. Franklin has farther obferved, preferve 
a coniiderable ihare ofit up ta the banks of Newfoundland. -5°. 
How flowly jituation operates here, appears from coniidering that 
this water-current travels only at the rate of five or iix miles an 
hour in the gulph itfelf, and at about two miles an hour perhaps 
near Virginia; becoming not only flower as ü goes on, but thinner 
(i. e. fuallower) and broader alfa in furface; and yet the diftance to 
Newfoundland is in all perhaps 1300 miles. The fame concluiion 
is to bedrawn from the fea's remaining liquid, or at 28}0 of heat •, 
very high up in the polar circles, and within 12 or 15 degrees of the 
pole to the north : And the fame appears from hot blafi:ing t winds 
being found at a great diftance from the places where they are 
formed; and the fame, from many of our cold winds.-6•. The 
aflual warmth and moifture of the higher air in the tropics, is 
feen from clouds (or uncondenfed va pour) often exifting at mu ch 
greater heights, than thofe at which mountains, from their iitu
ation, remain perpetuai! y covered more or lefs with fnows; and 
the fame appears alfo in the lower air in the northern regions, 
when ice-mountains there find means to condenfe local fogs and 
clouds out of the air around them.--7 °. -:fhe mafs of warm ai r 
coming from the equatOT may, from the lofs at its edges, ihrink 
much in general fize; and y et, as it had filled the larger degrees 
of longitude at the equator, ftill occupy great proportional room 
in the fm aller degrees of longitude at the pole. -- 8 °. The 
for:face of the eartb in the pQiar circles being only about +. part of 
what the temperate and tropical zones contain, the mafs of cold air 
there will be found fmaller upon comparifon than fufpeél:ed; and 
confirm feél:ion 6, particularly when it is coniidered, that though 
thefe parts of the eartb are placed for fuch long periods immoveably 
in the fh ade, yet the air above them is very fluél:uating, new fuc
ceffions of it pouring in on every fide from parts that are more en
lightened.-90. It would be well to coniider to what bodies above, 

• f At th is degree Mr. Nairne has fou nd ù1at Jea 'lDattr begins to depo6t its fait, 
and congeal. E.] 

t [As this hot air does not immediate! y quit the earth, 1 lhould conjeé.ture that 
it is dry air, for 'Vap our would feem to m ak e it more buoyant, and carry it upwards 
from the fur fa ce. Accordin gly thefe very winds are fuppofed to h ave become 
h eated over dry fa nd y def~rts ; and though i n forn e cafes they pafs over a narrow 
fea, ye t they do not immedJately perhaps acq uire much hum idi ty ; the air not 
always appearing to imbibe h umidity irom the fea it fe lf in the lirfl: in/lance, but 
(;hictly from the vapou r emitted by means of the fea's own proper heat, which heat 
is vary inferior to that of the \\·inds in ~uellion . E.J 

the: 
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the rifing a_ir can lo.fe its b~at; there being none chat are malTy in fo 
tare a mediUm, and the hghter ones may poffibly be thought by this 
period of ti me proportionably fatura~d with heat.--1o 0 • The 
particles of air as foon as they become cdd, appear to defcend; not 
to rife again, till again properly heated : and thofe that were be
fore co!d, never rife while they continue fo: And the winds which 
blow up to the pales, if they continue tp blow on, muft turn the 
poles and blow clown into mildet latitudes.-11°. The atmofphere 
being much the denfeft near the earth, whatever warms the firll: 
three or four miles in depth, reckoned from the furface, warrns 
haljof the whole mafs of air furrounding the globe. -Iz 0

• But if 
notwithfl:anding this, (and what Dr. Franklin has faid in p. 197-8. 
of his Letters,) there be thought no fuch circulation in the atrnofphere 
as above àefcribed; then we may ftill fuppofe that moift heated air 
may rife or be moved forwards at certain feafons from the more 
temperate latitudes . The heat of Jamaica is rarely equal to that 
occafionally known at Peterlburgh: And Dr. Franklin's theory is 
lnore interefted in the event towards :he pole, than in fixing the 
Cilrigin at the equaror.--13° . What is. faid here of the northern he
tnifphere, applies, mut at ii mutandis, one may fuppofe to thejouthern; . 
for if the fun's heat oenetrates lefs on that fide the line, the colet 
there extends fo rouch ~farther from the pole, &c. and <Vice <Versâ •. 
E.] 

[ § 14. " The earth, in temperate and warm climates. is ge
cc nerally fit to receive eleétricity ftriking fuddenly from the doucis:" 
or ifthat fhould be too dry at top, its waters, trees, buildings, &c. 
which reach down to the moiftcr parts. E.] 

,. [Dr. For!ler was for three different 'U:arm feafo_n~ in or near t~e' fout hern polar 
circle, and obferved in one of thefe feafons fevea different auroras 1n latJtudes 58e> 
and 6ou; their appearance being much th~ fame as with us, ihooting up from a 
dark fegment in the {ou th. This number 1s but fm ail; but he fays that he had 
never read gr heard of any perfon who had before feen them. lndeed the navi
aators in thofe parts have been few; and it is to be fuppofed chieR. y during the fum
mer feafon. 

As to the aurortf auftrales, or fouthern lights, as they are c.alled, feen in O\lr own 
latitudes; They are hardly to be fuppofed to have reacbed buber from the four hern 
hemifpbere; fi nee our own northern li ghts are on! y nov: and th~ n ob fe rved fo low 
dawn as in tite Mediterranean countries. The fu ppofit10n alfo 1s too hazarded, to 
fay that they are formed over infulating dry ground ro the fouthward. If th_ere JS 
no mittake therefore in the relation of them, they may be gueifed to be ow_1ng to 
eleél:ric matter propagated ahng the vacuum~ but o rigin~ting as to its fourc e, In the 
Dorth · that origin however being either fa1nt, or hanng taken place dunng day.
light,' or under the fcreen of clouds .--(See Dr. Forfter' s Obfervations tn a voyage 
ro\lnd tlae wortd, l'· uo, and the Philof. Tranf. foc tï64, P• 3-2.6-8.) E.] 

L 1 ( t § IJ• 
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[ t § .17: Dr. Franklin very early obferved that a d7 cake ?f 
ice, or an dicle, w.ould not conduél: a fhock. But this was In 

America: Our ice here is feldom w perfcétly frozen in our experi
ments. (See his Letters, 5th edit. p. 36.) E.] 

[ t § 18 .-:--". Snow up~n frozen groa_nd, ~ri ven about .hy the 
c< wind, retams 1ts eleél:rtClty."--Profefior Wmthrop ment10ns a 
fingular faél: of this kind to Dr. Franklin, which happened at Cam· 
bridge in New En gland, in latitude 42 Q, where the air alwve be
came eleél:rified. See Dr. Fraoklin's Letters, 5 edit. p. 444- E. J 

[ t § zo. --" eleél:ricity defcending with that fnow."-If one may 
prefume to queftion this wonderful man, I would afk, Why the re
dundant eleél:ricity fuould rife only from the fnow and hail that hll.s
aél:ually defcended; and not from the fame fnow and hail while 
f01·ming in the air? Is not every thing fuppofed faturated, and 
therefore repellent, below ; and is not the diftance 1horter from that 
part of the air where the clouds are, to the vacuum, than from the 
ice to the vacuum; and does not the fluid th us a void mucb the denfefl:, 
and confequently moft refifting portion of ail the air, namely, that 
which lies between the ice and the clouds? In 1hort, wh y may we 
not leave room for every circurnftance to operate, that can poffibly 
difentangle eleél:ricity from theiè bodies while in the regions of the 
air, inftead of confining ourfelve:; to wh at happens on the mere fur
face of the earth? May not a cloud as neceifarily lighten up into 
the CD1Jduéling q;acuum in thofe latitudes, for inftance, as here (where 
it has both ways to choofe) it generally prefers to lighten tfown into 
the conduéling em·tb * ? 

But perhaps it feemed to be doubted whether the cold is not at 
fome feafohs too great for the exiftence of clouds (or in other words 
of uncondenfed vapeurs} in thefe latitudes; as it certainly feems to 
l>e for the formation of deep fprings.-But if there be a latitude in 
which on account of the cold, there are at no "time clouds; in that 
latitude there can be at no times fnow or hail, (or even ice, unlefs 
produced hefore the prefent arrangement of the earth ;) and confe
quently no eleél:ricity can there be brought clown, and no furcharge 
of it exift. And in fuch cafe there would be a bound, beyond which~ 
at th::tt feafon the aurora would not onginate.- On the other handp 
fuould the clouds be p ermitted in any quantity to empty themfelves 

'i!o (See the 4 th qoere in tbe note to artide z8.-The only objeétion feems to 
be, that in the form er cafe the ri iftunce m ay be too great for a jlroke; fo that one 
flratum of fluid muft be heapd on the back of another, beforc it can get near enough 
i"i the vacu um even for a :radual difcharge. E.] 
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<>tl a cold portiôn of earth, where the fun could not melt their con
tents back again; we might then expeét a proportiona~ diminution 
of our waters, and as far as th a~ caufe goes, a correfpondent addition 
to o1u land, as well as-but m a cafe of fpeculdtion only it ia 
time to ftop. E.] ' 

t [ ~ 22. " The froft continues fufficiently intenfe for infulation 
" 10 degrees from the polt."--I ~ pprehend that Dr Franklin here 
ftraightens his own theory ; and that, at certain feafons at leaft, 
and upon land, it extends much f.arther, even in the northern 
hemiiphere. For confirmation fee the note to § 18. E.] · 

Il [ ~ z 2 -" Height of the at ;:~ of, here of the poles of fuch denfity 
•• asto obftr uét the motion of the elearic fiuid, &c." It is I be
lieve generally agreed that within certain dil'tances from the e ~l!·th~ 
whatever rarity the air has at a certain height, at twice tbt height 
it is twice as rare, at three times the height four times as rare: The 
height going in an arithmetical, and the rarity ia a ge,·metrical 
proportion, ha nd in hand. T h us if the air at the equator was fou nd 
almoft twice as rare at three .miles high as at th t: earth's furface 
there, we may poffibly fuppofe it entirely fo at the pole: Then at 
the pole, the air at fix miles high will be four times as rare as at 
the furface, at nine miles eight times, at t 2 miles 16 times, at 
z8 miles 6oo times, and at LlO miles J o,ooo times as rare. Our 
moft perfeét air-pump, on the 'ether hand, rarifies mere air on! y 6oo 
times ( though air mixed wùh 'Va pour, it rarifies 1 o or zo,ooo t1mes,) 
And it is iufficiently known how eafily the elearic fiuid traverfes this 
and ether vaftly lefs perfeét vacuums of art:- Whether more or lefs 
rapidly, provided it be done at ali, is of little confequence to the 
theory : only it is to be conjeétured, tb at the higher the B uid 
reaches, the eafier beco_mes its paffage, at leall under certa:n limi
tations -As to the jhooting of the fiuid alcng the vacuum, as foon as 
arrived there; ü is a fub fequent and totally diitinét operation. 

But perhaps the above meafure is exaggerated for _rhe pole . And, 
though it i~ not fafe to go minutely int J the queihon, ye t the at
mofphere itfelf, feems ufually tlîought too far extended upwards; 
as the very gra·vity of the particles of air for infl:ance towards the 
earth (which is a body fo large and maffy,) may be fuppofed power
fui enough to overbalan•e their repulfion to each other whtn they 
aét at fuch vaft diftances, and from fuch points of repulJîve matter 
only, as fucQ rarity implres. 

When the aurora is ftated by forne, to have rifen to the immenfi 
height of hundreds of miles, becaufe feen through an immenfe ex
tent of country ; fuch conclufion ought to be made ~rom particul~ 
marhs, which the ph:.enomenon has afforded, for tranng an .. tdenn
fying it through different regions; For as to a mere confUJed dlu-

L 1 .z mination 
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mination of the heavens, « though feen in places tooo leagues 
" afunder, this might as well be owing to its being very extenfive~ 
" as very high ;"--Which are nearly wdrds ufed by Dr. Franklin 
to Mr. Bartram, upon the fubjeét of an aurora fuppofed to have 
been vifible both in Philadelphia and London. (See Cote;'s Lee. 
tures, Ulloa's Voyage, The accounts given by Meffieurs Smeaton 
and Nairne of their air-pumps, Fergufon's Aftronomy, article 175, 
Muff'chenbroek's Introd . ad Phil. Natur. art. z 502, and Philof. 
Tranf. for 1752, p. 474·) E.] 

[• § 23. "The vacuum above is a good conduélor."--By a va • 
. cuum here, we are not perhaps peremptorily to under.ftand the intire 
abfence of air; but a fituation only where the air is thought fufli. 
ciently rare to fuffer the fluid to pafs eafily, rapidly, and confpi· 
cuoufly along. 

Under this head, the following lb.ort remarks may poffibly be of 
ufe.- When a given fub.ftance CO!J.duél:s the fluid away from a 
charged body, the attraétion afforded by the conduélor is affifted by 
the repulfion of the fluid; the fluid running through the conduétor, 
from one parti d e to another, till an equilibrium is obtained.-When 
thü operation takes place in Ah·, the chief difficulty confi.fts, not 
in, making the fluid ienfible of the attraétion of the conàuél:or, but 
in getting the better of the oppofition given to its paff'age by the 
=.ir.--But in Yacuums where the latter difficulty is almoft wholly re
moved, then an improper difpofition of the attraéling fubftances 
foon begins to be felt; fo that for in.ftance, it will be much ealier 
for the fluid to pafs a given di.ftance if thruwn into a dozen fmall 
intervals with conduélors between, than to pafs the fame fum of 
diilal'lce thrown into one large intern l with the conduéling fub.· 
ft ances ail at the h i ther end: Juft as it is ealîer for a man (who heu 
only a certain aétivity) to leap twelve d itches of ten feet each fuc. 
ceilivel y, th an to le<1p on e large ditch of I zo tè et at once .. -1t is 
di ffi cul t however to determine by common experimen ts to what 
diih n ce thefe intervals in given cafes in vacuo , are to be limited. 
When Meilleurs \Val.fh and De Luc foï i nil:ance found that in an 

' arched donble-barometer, in which the quickfilver bad been care
f ully boiled, in orcier to p urge it from air, no lhock or fpark could 
be tranfmit ted; it might have been obfen·ed thar attrathon aéting 
in .ftraight lines, or a t leail: in uni form direél:ions, the curve of the 
barometer would prevent the operation there ; for how could the 
quickfilver in the leg B * moye the fluid (fuppofed low clown) on 
the fUI·face of the quickfi h·er in the leg A? lt could not draw it 
througl'l the fides of the tubes; nor couJd it aéè upon it round by 

• Sec the Plate; p. 522. 
way 
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way of the curve; for then it muft attraét in oppofite direél:ions, firft 
up the leg A, and then dawn the leg B : lts powers of attraél:ion 
therefore being thrown away, the fluid remains at reft with refpeét 
to them. But when a few conduéting particles become in time in
troduced * into the tube, the fluid is attraéted round from particle 
to particle, till it turns the corner and falls in the way of the other 
le~'s attraétion.-So alfo, when, in ajfraight barometer (exhaufted 
w1th the fame care) an attempt to charge the top of it by a coating 
on the outfide, is faid to fail from the too-pertèél: vacuum giving 
no affiftance within ; may it not be fuppofed owing to the inequality 
of the contention between attraéting partiel es that are fm ail enough 
to continue fu/pended in fo rare a medium, when oppofed to the at~ 
traétion of the maffy glafs ? 

In the hea'Uem however; where there is neither curved tube, nor 
perhaps much difproportion in the forces of the attraél:ing bodies, 
the motion of the fluid may be expeél:ed to !+lke place at greater 
intervals: And it may be thought perhaps that the mere repuljion of 
the fluid, without much help from the few attraéting bodies tha• 
are to be found there, is fufficient for a difperfion to enfue; efpeci~ 
ally as the fluid may be faid originally perhaps rather to have been 
txpelled, than to have been condufled thither. E.] 

[ t § z6. '' Would not the auroras become more frequent afier 
" the approach of winter ?"-Mu.lfchenbroek reckons up 750 ap-: 
pearances of the aurora, which he had obferved in 29 years; and it 
feems, from his table, (ta.lting it without any comments as it ftands) 
that they are moft frequent at the clofe of win ter; They are the next 
frequent at the clofe of fummer; fewer in win ter; and fewe~ at the 
winter and fummer folftices: -;- of the whole number averaged, 
having appeared in the May months, and only .{2 in the. June and 
the December months each. - ·-But thefe meteors bewg mad~ 
jointly to depend on a degree of infulation in the earth, _&c. on the 
one hand, and of moifture in the air on the other; 1t does not 
ieem enough perhaps to look only to the perfeétion of the ice, &c. 
and its afi:er-faturation, with other circumftances, in the north; 
but we muft alfo attend to the moifture to be raifed and im ported 
from the fouth ; Whiçh moifture coming fometimes perhaps along 
the higher regions of the atmofphere from more difta~t par~ s , and 
fometimes along the furface of the ea rth from more contrguous parts, 
to the places where the infulation takes place, the feafons of ap• 
pearance may aence be affeél:ed.-The auroras I would ob~erve, ap
}Jear moil: at the periods when the moiiture or cold refpeébvely may 

* [In our common experiments, Mr. Nairne bas proved that .much vapeur is 
left or generated in what is ca lied a vacuum; and 1ndeed the fa~ u perhar s tQ be 

C!!flain~d upon theory, ' E-~ 
be 
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be thought each at their maximum ; but as they prevail moft whel\ 
the effeél:s of the cold may be conceived ufually mo!l: complete, on~ 
fhould hence fuppofe the cold neceffary for their formation was 
harder to procure, than fimple moifture. E.] 

[ t § z7. " The atmcfphere of the polar regions being denfe, 
,, and its moifture frozen, will not any light therein appear to us as 
,, a fegment of a circle. darkiih in cvlour, &c." I once thought 

·that Dr. ~ranklin intended a diftinétion here between thatjêttled 
/ight, fo often feen from thefe latitudes in the northern part of our 
horizcn; as oppofed to thofe mo'Veable Jigured lights, which come 
to be defcribed in the next paragraph under the head of rays: In 
this cafe the fettled light is on! y confidered as apfillg from the illu
mination of the atmcjphere, by othcr rays, which are lef~ elevated or 
fanher nr>rthv.ard, and themfelves not diftinétly feen; the atmofphere 

_. being ftated to be denfe, as more refleû:ing and better refraéting ~hat 
light; and clear, as better tranfmitting it, as weil as the light of 
the ft ars beyond .-But if Dr. Franklin is here defcribing ( which is 
in r ft probable) t}lat dar,: part of the heavens feen atthe foot of the 
falient points of the feveral rays to the north; then perhaps the 
caufe is oply owing to th at paTt of the heavens below the rays, (that 
is, below the height where the fluid begins to be luminous) being 
rendered clark by the contrajl with this light. If a tangent is drawn 
to the globe in our latitudes, and that tangent produced towards the 
JlOrth, the elevation of it with refpeét to the polar air is very confi
derable; not however greater than that, \vhich forne philofophers 
have at times, attributed to the auroras. But if the auroras fhould 
be held to originate at any time, or at leaft firlt t0 hecome 'VijîUe, at 
~ry ~liil:ance from the p0Ie; th~ who le will ceafe to be a difficulty. E.] 

['* § ~8 and Z4-· 'f The rays of eleétric matter di'Verge, &:c."
Snch ra3 s und .ubtedly may diverge from repellency, when they 
arrive in the enlarged degrees of longitude. They would alfo by 
the laws of op .ics, appear near together at their farther ends in the 
north, even though rt:ally pardllel: Like the parai/el rays of the 
fun; which appear near ogether tO\vards the fun, ""ide over L'le 
fpeéL~tor·s head, and converging :l gain if they pafs the fpeétator and 
get to t~e oppofit~ parts of the h~n::cn; (which !~ft cafe Dr. Smit~ in 
hi- Opt ·cs, met: tlons to have ken; as 1 have mdeed clone mytelf, 
;more than once . )-P rhaps however, the degree of feparation of the 
rays in the aurora, depends much on tne pofition of the attraéting 
condt!ttors at their hith ;:r end: Though I haveobfèrved lights ihoot. 
i 11 g along a remarkably croolud track in the heavcns, at diltant re
peated times, owing arparen !y to the pofition of a particular fet of 
nztfrmedzatc conduftor,s. E.] 
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[M. P.] Convergence near our Zenith; ~eries. SI<) 

, [ t § z8. ,; -and th us form the crocwns, as they are called, and 
~· other figures mentioned. in the hiftories of this meteor."-As to 
~hofe lights w~ich fee~ t? have a center near our zmith, pcrhaps 
they are thus d1fpofed, m confequence of the roving fl.uid (extended 
northward and fouthward~ eaftward and weftwàrd, through the vaft 
~nd general yacûum) being Iiow brought to a foc us by a conduélor 1 
thence to firik into humid air below as into a quenching * pit of 
darknefs; or (which is the cafe of Dr. Frariklin's cro<U;n) to fally 
forth agaiil to forne new conduélor aloft. 

But I muft here beg to Îritroduce fame queries. i o; Why !hould 
our hiftories fpeak of this center of general convergence, as being 
ufually to the jôuthward of our zenith here? Is it owing to local 
moiftnefs in the atmofphere there, from feas or wet land below; or 
to that being ufuaJ!y the latitude, whqe the fl.uid in its progref~ 
firft nieets. with humidity t frequent and efe'l.lated enough to attraét 
it? 2 °, Is it àgain from local incidents that the auroras are ufually 
obferved at U piàl in Sweden to appear to the weftward of north ; 
à nd in9reenland and Hudfon'sBay, to_ the eafl or fou thw:J.rd of eaft. 
but never to the northward or north-eaft t ?-3 °. Is the alleged faét: 
of thefuJPenfion of thefi appearances, for feveral ages, at different 
periods in our la~tudes; and the great frequency of them for thele 
50 or 6o years pail:; to be at all he!d conneéted with the fcippofitions 
of forne of our beft phiJofophers, that there are accouil.ts which be
fpeak '"'.»armer weatber in former times ta the NoRt H, than is ufual 
iww; with a confeauent diminution of the ice, &c. both :.s t:> it.:J 
extent, and its perfeétion as a non-conduétor, &c.? Or are we to 
take oppofite ftippofitions; and fay that the ez,rth's grcwing warmer 
9f la te, in forne parts; has enabled h umid air tO penetrate higher up~ 
to ipots fitted f0r the formation of the am·oras? 4 °. The above place 
of obfervation in Greenland; being in latitude 65 '\ and in Hudfon's 
.Bay at 59°, are we to fuppofe that the aurora originates in ~hbfe 
or rather in ftilllowet latitudes ~ or does the fl.uid only tra'l.lei duther 
from the nonh, temai.ning invifible till attended wi~h particular 
èircuniftances' 5". To determine this, ought not expenments to be 
made in rarified air, both dry ahd vapory, denfer and rarer, pure 
and impregnated, cold and hot: and ought we not to be able to fay 

• (This is a /hong expreffion; but whm the fluid moves nak~d in ar:y qn~r.tity 
and without a conduél:or it is dS far as we know, luminnus; and whcn 1t eni ers a 
fufficienr and attraél:ing 'conuuél:or, its light as fa r as we know is cireéHy extin-
guijhti. E.] 

0 0 
•• 

-j- [Tht~ con:1ergence to the fouth of the ze~tth 1s, by fomc, foh•cd llltJ a mere 
opriral •ppeuance. (Sec Rol,nings's Natural Ph_llofvphy, V cl. l. pa1t ~. l • 164 7·1 
In poin t of faél:, th.: r•ys rare!)' corr.e diverging tro:n the nOl tho E.] 

t [See th ~ Philoî. 'fr•_nf. :ur 17~ 2, po 479; Kr.1nt'1.'s A~<Ou~ t of _Gre~nlJJ~d , 
Vol.l. p.48; andthc:Phllv î. franC. for rno, p.qo-1.-'Ihehgbtol he:;<t:.\l•r 
pHt of the(<: auroras fcev ~n Upfal andGrct:!llar.d fe~m to cot?.Jr.wa from .b-ut the 

'Far•er <J f l:~J~nd. I:.~ 
L 1 4 pre(.irl:· y, 



~eries. 

precifcly, on what circumftances the colourr of the auroras dependj 
· ~mitating them in their dijf:tjed form, at pleafure and fepa1~atc~)_) 
1n our apparatus *? 6 ° . Should not the meteor be watched at dif
ferent feafons of the year, at different times of the night, in diffe
rent weathers t, and in different countries; p:~.rticularly with refpeêt 
to its !hength duration and frequency, its colours, its quarter of 
ppptarancc, and the height both of its èenter and fegment mentioned 
abovc: anù future obfervations be corn pared with former hiftories. 
7 J, Mr. Canton having in a beautiful theory afcribed the regular 
diurnal }:or!zoota1 aberration of the needle to local heat!; then 
obferves that the irregular diurnal variation may be alike owing to 
beat in the ncrth; whi.ch at the fame time that it affeél:s the net:dle, 
appears to produce au :J.u.rora. As h_e adds that the aurora is faid 
by the northern people to be remarkably ftrong when afudd.:n thaw 
h appens after [evere cold ; I would aik whether this may not arife 
f rom warm humid wind, then ~lowing toward s the frozen p_arts, to 
a:::cumulate deéhicity upon the fm:face? 8°. WouU it not be a con
.tirmation of this, fhould "hud foutherly or fouthweH wind~'' be 
often obferve,d to follow in the Englifh channel a~ter an aurora _? 
If the cau[e of fuch gales begins firft in thé north, the air to th~ 
f outhward ,cannat begin to rn ove till the northem air has Jirjlleft 
a \'acancy; and a'> fuch a fucceffi,•e propagation in another cafe was 
~onceived by Dr. Franklin to be capable of being made <!-t the r::ne of 
1 oo miles an hour; will it not be a farther coincidence, if the above 
gales appe1r in our channel within 24 or 30 hours after the com·
plence!J1-el).t of tl~e aurora Il ?-9°. At all even•s, are we not provided 

<li< [If a pauage in a mc.,e perfeél: vac~um is attempted, it mig:ht be weil to make 
~he vacuum of a broad P.at lhapt::, fo asto afford a thort tranlit and rouch Îpace. E.) 

t [The nearer the piace of obfervation is to the origin of the aurora and tb,e 
commer.ce;ozem rjrts ligfr, the more important ir Jèems torem:1rkthe weather, winds, 
kc, and the face of the euth in tho fe parts, as being made up of fea or land, &c. E.] 

t [The virtues of bod:es rhat are magnetical, being diminilhed during heat; 
J\,;r, Cànton fuppofes thJt the eaflern parts of the earth being firft heated by the 
morning fun, the inclinJtion of the nec:dle is therefore fhonj;ell: tcwards the <;:;eft 
c'urin g: the morning; after the tu rn of the day, it becomes fl:ationary; and in the 
cvcllir.g it r.:tuons è;!l1ward, the ''e!l:ern parts new po!fdfing: more heat, and there
forc lels attr~étion . And th is r<'gu!ar variaùon is, J.S might be cxpeéled, greater in 
fummer tban in winter. - The irregu:ar variation he attributes to fubterraneous 
he;tt in the e~rth ; which earth heati ng the air, might prodt.ce the aurora, ·which 
he r .. ys ,. iJ Juppo(çd to be the e'et1r ici ty of the heated air 3bove;, and he adds, 
" Tb1~ will app.:ar chief\y in the north~rn regions, as the alter:l.tion in the heu of 
H tholeparts wdl he gre~tdt."-Sc:e the PhJlof. Tranf. fer 1759, p. 403. E.] 

li fT his mull he allowed a loC'll circunJ!bnce; but as f\1r, \'.'ian, ·who o!:Jferves 
ir, fay5, tlnt the knowlrd g,c of 1t b~s enlbled him to makc ufe of or avoid the gale, 
would it not be weil to obfervc fJrther (1fter confirming the remark) if there is not 
fom<:!lim.:s .1 correfrondence bc<we~n the qu:uter of the brig;hter auroras, and the 
,•JUarter of the fucucding sale, if any fuch t~kes rhee; 3S alfo between the violence 
(•f the g.1 lc cotnpJred with the ti me of the i·;:er,.·aL beJ'ore irs c.:>mm~ncement. Se~ 
tbe PhJ.lrf. Tr;lllî. fo.:ç Iï ï 41 p. t::.8. E.J . 

wi~ 



Farther Hints by Dr. Franklin. 
:~.vith one cau fe of the auroras.? And during our prefent imperfeét 
knuwledge, not only of the principles, but even of the events of the 
atmofpnere; are our .conje.:l:ures to be expeéted exaét in all their 
minutia: ; and. is not every thing to be received with candeur, that 
is propofd ~-•~th ditEdence, particularly where nothing is afi"umed, 
but to ft:ggefl m:1tcrials ? • 

It is howeve:· llme to 1î.r:.ifh thefe quPr;es and comments; which I 
~::> \\i th ôe ilncert ft apol0gy. It îs . ~LioL• that I nave been able 
to ' llow .ùr. fran klin with any thing hut admiration, but his own 
.mo,· e!t invitation to guefi"ers has here tempted me into imprudence. 
And to fay the truth, as his conjeétures were novel and incomplete, 
l wifhed to Ffèvent or moder~te objeétions from thofe, who venerate 
.and love him fomewhat lefs than I do; and ·who may not perhaps 
}l .. ve adverted to .the views and circumftances of their publication. E.} 

• [The following paragraph ftands in the or.igi~al manufcript 
:with a fingle line drawn through it . . As I conceive no other reafon 
for this, than its being merely a general meteorological remark. 
~hat arifes out of the fundamental principle of this fyftem of the 
~uroras, but relates not to the aurora itfelf; I have here in a note 
reil:ored it, to be in time carried to its proper place. § 29. ' If it 
' be true that .the clouds which go to the polar regions, and catry 
.' thither the va pors of the equa~orial and temperate regions, [have 
' thetr J va pors condenfed by the extreme cold of the polar regions, 
·' and tàll in fnow or hail; the windswhich come from thofe regions 
' ought to be generally dry, unlefs they gain forne humidity by 
~ fweeping the ocean in their way. And ifl miftake not, the winds 
f between the nort.h eaft and the notth weft, are for the moft part 
~ dry, \\hen they have continued for forne time.' 

Perhaps this may be a fit place to )ntroduce another remark by. 
Dr. Franklin, which has juil: occurred to my notice. Mr. Winn 
(in the letter quoted above p. szo, and which was addre!fed to Dr. 
Franklin) had Hated that ilnce he had firft made the obfervation 
concernin()' fouth or fouth weil: wind5 fucceeding an aurora, he had 
found itin°variably obtaining in twenty-threeinfl:ances; and he adds 
in a farcher note, date cl ] an. z 2, 177 3, a freih confirming in france. 
Dr. Franklin then makes the following conjeéture :-' The .Aurora 
' Borealis, though viii ble almoil: every night of ciear weather in the 

more northern regions and very high in the atmof~here ; can fcarce 
' be vifible in EnO"land, but when the atmofphere 15 pretty clear of 

clouds for thewhole fpace between us and thofe region~; and there · 
' fore are fel dom viii ble here.-This extenfive clearnefs may have 
• becn produccd by a long ~ontin~ance of northerly winds .. When 
' ùtc winds haye lano· conunued m one quarter, the return 15 often 

· 
0 

· ' violent. 
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Heigbt of Clouds ; 

1 • 

with Conjeétures. 

i violent. Allowing the faél: fo repeatedly obferved by Mr. Winn, 

~ perhaps this may account for the violence of the foutherly winds, 

~ that foon follow the âppearancé . of the aufota on ol!r coafts.' 

(See the Phil. Tranf. for 1774• p. IJZ.) E.] 

. . 

[P. S. A perfon, whofe J1ame carnes forriè authority with it, 
having doubted "c»hether clouds e·ver fly higher than the point of conge

lation fe en ·'Pon mountains, I fhall confirm rn y aifertion from the evi

dence of thofe employed in meafuring an equato~ial degree on the 

mountains ofPeru.--Twe~ty-three days in particular were fpent 

on Pichinca fummit, about whofe elevation congelation ufually 

began; and here they faw not only ice, but foow almoft daily, as 

alfo hail (wliich hail from the nature of its formation mu ft have been 

previous rain that had congeal~d on its paifage ;) and the fogs or 

clouds that ufually inveloped this âod other like fituati~ns, necef

f<ft'ily obli&ed them to place tl1eir fignals on lower elevations. Even 

Cotopaxi nfelf was covered with ice and fnow; and Chimboraço 

(ftill higher than Cotopaxi) wàs feen by M. Bouguer with clouds 

a hove it, 1 f mile from the congelation point; the height of no mo un

tain M. Bouguer had feen, being fufficient to âifcover what he calls 

« the upper"' term of congelation," or ceafing of fnc>w, &c. 

The faét being ellablifhed, I would th us endeavour to account foi 

it.-It is weil known that more of the fun's rays will be received 

upon a gÏ\'en furface, in proportion as that furface is prefented to 

the rays at right angles, in.itead of obliquely: So that if a wooden 

pin were ftuck perpendicularly in the ground in tlie way of the fet

ting fun, the proportion between the length of the pin and its ilia

dow; would truly reprefent ·this difference; for if the pin were re-

• [See the plate; and the Englifh tranflation of Ulloa, Vol. I. p. 230-2, 235, 

and 460-1 (the fenfe of wh· ch latter patfage however f.:ems mifinterprë·ed.) 

Phipps's voyage indeed (p. 69-71) gives a• account of mountains far within the 

polar circle, thar were covered with ice and fnow below, but left bare at rbe top: 

But this was during autumn ! and Maupertuis obfervcd under the polar circle, that 

the fir!l: appearance of thaw in fpring time, was upon certain high peints, which 

1hewed themfelves "like mountains after the deluge;" (owing to the free atl:ion 

of the fun in put, alfo to drifting winds, and to the warmer air above probably n t. 

~cing chilled by an approa h to the co/der ltvd of tl-.e eanh.) Bt:t the ablence r( 

the fnow here was clearly not for want of clouds; fer Captain Phipps !.~ y s he ne ver 

remembers obferving t he lky in thefe l.!titudes, without feeing it lc.z:led wirh bard 

wh .te cloùds: And in Hudton's Bo~y, the air is fdd·..lm or ever clear ior 24 hours;

having douds in ir wh en the thermom.:ter has rema ined i 9 dai'S below the o of 

Fahrenheit, and was once 43° below it, (the winds at the time chiefly blowing o·.er 

col<l land of immenfe extent, without their contents congealing in the courfe of 

theirva!l: travels from the warmfi'a whenc.: they were proru ted.) 

Clouds then appcar not only above the po1nt of congel.ttion on mountains takeft 

vertically, but 61Jond it tak en borizoRtal ly at certain feafons towards the pol es, E.} 

moved, 







Heig!Jt if Clouds; wit!J Conjeél:ures. 

moved, the long horizontal furface now covered by the fuadow 
would haven<? m0re rays to en!ighten_it, than before feil fingly 0~ 
the p n . Agatn: tranfparent atr, part1cularly when rare, is fcarcely 
at ali affeéted by the fun's rays, though colleéted by a burning 
glafs; abundantly lefs fo than even tranfparent water; Tho' both fuf. 
fer the rays :o P.afs th:ough to beat other .bodies, and then grow warm 
by commumcatwn w1th thofe Jther bodres ~. - Nol\. ail the moifl:ure 
of the earth would probably remain for ever frozen, were it not for 
the fun; for th us ( to mention only one proof at prefent) it happens 
in the polar circles, when the fun is abfent, or even when his rays 
thoot feldom and oblique! y. In the tropics however, where the fun'a 
rays fall more perpendicularly, and are withdrawn for lhorter pe• . 
riods, and where they traverfe a lhorter fetl:ion of the atmofphere; 
the earth's moifl:ure appears not only liquid, but warm.-If a fmall 
declivity of furface appears in the tropics, that is not oppofed to the 
fun ; that declivity may indeed receive few rays in proportion to its 
furface, and rhence its furface have lefs power in heating the air; 
but as beat is communicated to it by contaét with the neighbourin<Jo 
fpots of ground, and by other air that is denfe and loaded with 
clark exhalations and that is heated in the courfe of a continued paf.. 
fage along an immenfe warm leve! of earth ; the general furface of 
this fmall declivity will appear but little cooler than other more level 
parts. If a taller eminence ho-.vever occurs, fuch as a towering 
mountain; whofe fides are nece!farily very oblique to the fun, and 
which can find no other land near it of the fame leve! to commu .. 
n1icate beat to it either by contaét or by confiderably warming the 
air that is to pafs over it,_ and which has its own air above 
both clear and rare; fuch mountain in its higher parts will be 
found in its original freezing condition.-If therefore the warm 
air which Dr. Franklin fuppofes to rifi from the Jëa at the equator. 
and having its humidity in a ftate of tranfparent folution, cornes 
near fuch cold mountain ; it wi. ll grow turbid and full of vapors 
or clouds; and if thofe vapors are further condenfed an.d chilled, 
they will fall in bail er fno.w. -- But it may be afked, whether fuch 
mountain will not gradually a!fume the temperature of the rifen air 
that furrounds it? I anfwer,thatinacourfe oftimethis mayhappen; 
it may already have happened in part: but the change is very flow • 

• (The fun (other things being alike) _ha_s the appeara_nce of aéling _mofl upol\ 
bodies that are leafl able to refleél or tranfm1t Jts rays, aad lts rays cea_fe ln part t~ 
aél as light when they begin to aél: as heat. ,But the common theory •s, that heat
c:onlifiina in intefiine motion, the refleélion of the fun's rays backward~ and forwards 
rnultipli;s the number of times of their aél:ion, and incre~fes this_ mot~on, and con .. 
fequently their beat. The atmofphere h~wever (the body w que~10n) lS mofi ~eated 
by the fun in i cs Iower parts, wnen it 1s fomewh~t t hazy. If Il were clear, 1~ the 
proportion of denlity in wh1ch 1t furrounds our earth1 rays WOJld be tranfmltted 
throiJ~il it perhaps for hundreds of m1les, E.J 

for 



524- Earth tends to freeze, but for the Sun. 

for old as the world is grown, mountains of this defcription are yet 
but a little way thawed up. Nor is this perhaps wonderful : The 
beat loft by the air, wh en it depofits its moifture, is returned to the 
air in kind, when evaporation takes place upon the mountain, in 
confequence of the thaw produced: Alfo when the fnow is melted, 
it not only thus evaporates, but often pours clown along the moun
tain's fide, together with the heat that thawed it; As to the fun'• 
rays, the fogs intercept and carry away forne of the few direéted to 
its furface, and ice and fnow refleét others: And bulk for bulk rare 
air poifeifes little heat; and what heat it has, fnow (the body it 
chiefly meets with) is fuppofed not to conduét well"'. 

How little proportional heat is communicated by the atmo.J)here 
to other bodies, is feen by the difference found in our climates be
tween the north and fou th walls of a houfe, by the coolnefs of the 

, air itfelf in open caves and grottes, &c. &c. and in particular when 
the earth is covered with fnow, we are told that it is very difficult 
for the froft of the air to penetrate the foil. On the other hand, 
how extenfively though flowly, heat is communicated by contaél; 
from one particle of earth or wattr to another, will appear by forne 
additional remarks and corollaries; which tend to pro\'e that the 
earth's temperature geneFally taken depends wholly upon the fun, 
and that without this particular heat the earth would remain for 
ever frozen.- 1°. Springs and caves, that are free from minerais and 
tried at proper depths, feem to correfpond with the average.heat of the 

1 climate where they are found; the earth at certain depths ceafing to 
cbeythe temporary changes of the fun, and only retaining its average 
operati9n ; or in other words the flow changing maires of the ftrata 
below, deduéting from or ad ding to the upper he at, j uft in proportion 
as the fun's heat above exceeds or falls ihort. - 2 °. The fe a in the 
tropics is gradually colder as we have gone lower down : lt is 
ftill calder in the cold regions, but liquid as far ?S the founding 
Jine has gone ; Though differing lefs in the proportion of beat 
between its furface and lower parts than in the tropics; for were 
the cold at bottom ever to produce congelation, the ice beino
fpecifically lighœr, muft be expeéted to rife, and while rifing would 
be melted again quickly by the fea where it ftill remained liquid, 

• [See moll particularly Dr. Franklin' s the~ry of beat, p. 350-7, and 419-~o. 
ef his Letters, 5th ed.-lf it be thou g.ht that the mountain ought to be heated by 
its contaa with the grou nd Jou nd at its bafe ; it muft be recollea~d th at the earth 
immediately under its bafe (which of courfe is very extended ) is never lhone upon; 
and that the parts ro>nd the ba fe taken ali together, are for very various reafons Jefs 
""Warm below than if there were no mountain nea r them. As we hal'e never pene. 
trated into the earth's bowels downwards more than one-third of th e diftancc 
~nd by Ulloa for the point of congelation upwards at the equator, it is not to be 
expeaed tbat we can determine precifely how high up the effca of conta a ought to 
Jeou;h, .E.) 
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:md thence produce (wh at is feen) a pretty even temperature . be

low • ; The parts above being regulated by the mixed operation of 

elima te, evaporation, agitation, and contaél:.- 3 ". Though thefe 

effeél:s depend upon the fun, yet its light and rays do not penetrate 

1 oo fathoms into the fe a, and not at ail into land : confeq uently 

the heat mu ft be communicated by contaél:.--+ 0 • I conjeél:ure that 

the moifture of the ground in our latitudes, by its conduél:ing powers 

as to heat, is one principal caufe of this extenfive diffufion of warmth 

by land: for in India during a heat of 112° in the air, ice by be

ing placed in a dry pit, in high ground, and furrounded with ftraw 

and blanketting (both bad conduél:ors of heat,) is kept unmelted 

within four or five yards of the furface. And I would afk whether 

the drynefi produced by froji is not in this refpeél: of the fame nature 

with this drynefs of foil arifing from abfence of moifture; and 

whether ice is not for various reafons a worfe conduél:or of heat than 

water ?-5 ". In Si beria t the inn er furface of the ground appears alway$ 

frozen; a faél: firft intimated by the want of fprings, and then dif

covered by infpeél:ion in the courfe of digging for them; whence 

one may fuppofe that the medium temperature of the climate there 

for a great part of the year, is below the freezing point.-

6°. The upper cruft of the furface however, is with them for a few 

feet thawed in fummer: as with us it is only to the fame depth 

frozen in winter. -7°. The difference of heat between day .and 

night, winter and fummer, and in different latitudes, ail prove the 

fun's omnipotence; the greater heat and cold (asmight be expeél:ed 

where large maires are in queftion) being always after the turn of 

~he feafon, &c.-8° . Mines appear to keep a fimilar gradation ofheat 

with that of the tropical feas: the inner furface here, after the feafon 

has for forne time turned, being refpeél:ively warmer or calder than 

the upper furface; (which fame circumftance is difcovered in the 

temperature of the fea at thefe times in uneven climates, when fur

rowed up by ftorms.) It may be difficult however on acéount of 

mineral and artificial heats, the forced circulation of air, and the 

warmth of the miners bodies, to acquire a juft notion of the tem

perature' of mines, and the,refore it would be beft p_erhal?s to examine 

the cu;ater iifuing in them at different levels, provided lt be pure t ; 
and 

* [This perhaps ( all o~ance being m~de for the [o~m of th~ veffel, to lea~e room 

forthe affection above) wtll help to explatn whence tt ts, that tf frelh water 1s fet to 

freeze the unfrozen refiduum will al ways remain at J2°; though the cold i~ intenfc:t 

and e~ually applies to the water and the ice :-a faét noticed by that very ae<:urate 

and modeft experimenter, Mr. Nairne. E .] . . . . . 

t [The ri vers of Si beria therefore have thetr ongtn 1n the fouth, and go on llutd 

by means of their united maffes to the nort~. ln the north probably they CQu/d 11Qt 

have originated, or at lea!l: h~ ve be en perenmal. ~.] . • • 

t [Many mifiakes àre dally made, even by ph!lofop~tcal perfons, tn taktng the 

tcmpenture ofliquirJs : -The thermometer fuould. rtmam zmmtr.ed 111 tbtm at the mo
lneat 

1 
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and even then, as ore probably condu.é\:s heat better than fimple 
earth, we fhould not perhaps acquire a perfeét feale for the earth'$ 
temperature at different depths where there are no mines.-9°. J, 
has been mentioned wh y the fea is not found frozen at its bottom: 
Hitherto in temperate climates alfo our miners have no where met 
with ice by land; for hitherto our miners have no where penetrated 
! of a mile below the heights where they have firft entered.-
100, The air in the fouthern hemifphere has been found not to 
arrive at the fame heat that is feen in correfponding fituations in 
the northern one ; not merely from the lefs comparative fun it 
enjoys, though that is of weig ; but owing, I believe (as Dr. 
Forfi:er bas fuggefted) to the little land now proved to be there { 
and as I conceive for the following reajôn. The circulation of' 
the fea prevents its furface from being very: warm, and confequently 
its atmofphere ; And, as it prevents it aÎfo from being very cold, 
one might conjeél:ure that it ought to produce a greater equality of 
te rn perature ; fo man y and fo deep waten ( with moiftened earth 
ftill under) blending together through aU their mafs, not only day 
and night, but latitudes and feafons. Accordingly at Hudfon's Bay 
in north latitude 59 °, ,-..·hile the therrnometer bas varie cl. through 
the year 1 27 degrees ; at Falkland:s iflands in Jouth latitude 53 °, 
it has varied but 50 degrees : fo · that though there may be lefs 
thacz_v in the cold parts of the fouthern hernifphere, there feems to 
be lefs aétual intenfity of cold •.-- 1 1 "'. There are other circum
fiances wh.ich prove how powerful a fecondary agent the fea is, 
in modifying the atmofphere on land : and particularly the general 
even ftate of weather enjoyed by places which receive the fea winds1 

and the extremities of feafon in thofe which receive the land winds; 
remarkably proved in middle latitudes (as Dr. Franklin has ob
ferved) where wef!:erly winds prevail, and render the weftern coail:s 
of large traél:s of fuch land of an even temperatuïe, but the eaitern 
coafts and middle terri tory of a very varying one; the furface of 
the earth in the one cafe :t: prefèrving all the natural inequalities 
of the fun's operation, and the fea in the orher ca-fe removing it. 
-12 e. If there be a point of perpetuai congelation downwards, as 
there is upwards, and perhaps horizontally, th en we need not fear 
left the waters of our globe fhould leak away; for they rnay be 

Jnent of obfervation, to avoid the co)d from evaporation, which in the above experi• 
.,ents in particular cafes, would perhaps amount to three or four degrees. So when 
'he beat of pumps or wells is tried, the water that bas long been fta .. ding at the top 
fhould be removed, and the water be obtained freih fron1 Ùle fpring itfelf, throuo-b 
«>hannels of a ccrrefponding temperature. E.J " 

* [Dr. For!ter, wl:o ad3pts a very differŒt explanation from the above to the 
faél: he bad fo happily pointed out, adds "iî their fummea are fo cold how cold 
" th en mufi Le their winters ?" E. J ' 

t _rowin~ to feveral caufes probably, E.] , 

co:nfidered 
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tonfidered as held in by an impenetrable frozen bafin of earth.-
13 °•. Much. has been faid of fubterraneous fires by charaéters of 
high authonty and late date : And it is true that there are a few 
volcanos and hot minerals, fparfely fcattered in a few countries ~ 
but they ha~e little effeét in warming atmofphere, land, or fea, di: 
~eéUy co~uguou~ to them ; and to fuppofe that they have inuch 
mfluence m formmg the general temperature of the globe, is like 
fuppofing th at an immenfe plain, nearly i- covered with water, would 
he heated through its whole mafs, by here and there a bonfire or 
lime-kiln being placed within it. If the power of thefe volcanos 
extended even a few miles beyond the feat of their minerais and 
fumes, how happens it that the immenfe volcanos of lEtna and 
Cotopaxi, fuffer a circle of eternal frofts and fnows to furround 
their feet ?-14 °. F 01: the fun itfelf to have produced all the effeél:s 
abovç mentioned, th;: prefent confiitution of things muft neceffarily 
have long fubfified.-As to the nature of its rays, whether confift
ing of emiffions both of light and heat together; or of light fingly 
and heat confequentially; or whether the whole is in no fort an 
emiffion, but merely preffure or communicated motion; this is not 
the proper moment for difcuffion: Perhaps there are optical difficul
ties atteiiding the laft of thefe folutions; and were the firfi to be 
held the true one, fuch powerful heat being incorporated century 
after century with our globe, one might have expeéted the accu
mulation of it by this time to have arrived at prodigious extremes; 
the clear unequivocal progrefs of which could hardly have efcaped 
the notice of hifiory. Alterations in the furface of land excepted, 
from the deftruél:ion of forefrs, &c. perhaps the earth may now be held 
arrived at its maximum of heat; but when it is confidered that per
haps 2

1

0 part of the earth is ftill in foreft that is yet to be eut clown, 
this [ource of freih heat ièems no~ to be overlooked: The confequences 
attending which circumftance, in another refpeél:, have already 
been ferious in the Weft Indies ; for drought in forne cafes has fol
lowed the removal of forefts, particularly the mountainous ones; 
becaufe the more naked foil receiving and emitting the fun's heat 
better than the leaves and branches of trees, '"'hen the mountains 
become warmer from lofing their fcreen, they are lefs able than 
former! y to precipitate vap_ors or. clouds fro~ the humi~ air: Hence 
in forne of thefe places the whabltants are fa1d to be tak1ng meafures 
to reftore their forefts, as in other wetter parts they are in hafte to 
have them removed. 

I thought to have clofed here, but a hint h~s juft occu~red to me, 
which I cannat but relate.-Volcanos even 1n the trop1cs, do not 
heat their fides and necks, fo as to prevent their be_ing froze!l; fiill 
lefs then do 'they the.i, roots ; Guppofe therefore a volcano m forne 
· northern 
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!lorthern country, to be fo high or cold, asto be infulated by frozed 
ground below. This volcano will caufe a heat perpendicularly and to 
greàt height over it in the air, not only becaufe its heat afcends, but 
becaufe the heated vaporized air alfo afcends : The column of air 
then correfponding to its bafe, being lighter than the neighbouring 
ones, muft balance itfelf by being longer; and thence will ftand 
like a pillar above the reft. As the heat continues, may not the air 
then, which from the frozen face of the country is furcharged with 
eleétricity, flow in turn from the neighbouring furface to forma part 
of this fucceffive pillar, each particle bringing along with it its fur. 
charge of eleétricity? And when arrived in tufn at the pillar's fum
tnit, will not (uch elethicity have a better chance than in any other 
fttuation, for projeéting itfelf towards the vacuum above; the pillar 
not only being th us elevated, but the heat poffibly extending ftill 
above? And the longer and fiercer the fi re, will not the more elec
trical fluid in turn be tranfmitted ?-lee/and is' la~ge, elevated, and 
in 6; 0 of latitude; why may not a volcano of this defcription be 
found in Iceland, and produce an Aurora Borealis ? The appearances 
of forne of our auroras about th at ifland •, the frequent volcan os 
difperfed through it, the flulhings of their fire according with the 
flulhings of the aurora, and the poffibi:ity of feeing what happens 
at confiderable elevations in that quarter; feem to incline one to 
the hypothefis. If our auroras have only latel;· appeared, the fame 
may be the cafe with the volcano that has produced them; which
volcano may ceafe again, for the fame reafon that the volcano of 
Hecla has ceafed. And if the aurora ufually is feen in the begin
ning of the night, and is brighteft when thaw fucceeds after cold; 
will not this correfpond with the idea that humid air is in itfelf ful
left of eleétricity ; and that as the thaw will be lateft in affeaing the 
high lands and forne inclination to froft may be fuppofed to attend 
there after the fun firft difappears; the heated pillar of air may 
thence (at leaft in certain ftage~) be weil eleétrified, though the 
ground below, and pèrhaps other parts of the furrounding air above, 
may not yet have acquired condufting powers ?- Suppofe this mat
ter were more obferved.-Though there is but little land in the 
fouth, Dr. Forfter was not in wide feas, but within a few days fail 
of New Zealand, when he faw the aucoras in that hemifphere: Is 
there no lofty volcano then in New Zealand? - The injûlation of 
the volcano, it w:Il be feen is eifential to its operation; for were 
it allowed conduéting powers, the whole furplus of ele l:ricity would 
rufh through the fire and minerah, to the moiftened earth and 
communicati ng feas: Hence as it wo uld haYe fpoiled Dr. Franklin's 
idea of ~ fur~harge, I had always kept volcan?: out of the theory; 
~ot havmg ull lately adve ted to the probab1hty of the fefuon of 

• (See paf;e 519, laft note, :E.J 
• theil 
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their bafe being frozen throughout.-However as volcanos are faid to 
require water to form their m1nerals into a pafie, it is worth confider
ing whence the water is to come, if frofi helps * to infulate the vol
cano. I know no other folution than the following. Ifwater were 
once aliowed a re~arkably mild feafon for penetrating into the 
mountain (and the difference of a few inches of thaw, or a chafm 
fo;med by an .earthquake ~ttending forne neighbouring eruption, 
m1ght effeét th1s) the matenals of th:: volcano might be put into 
orcier for an eruption; and an opening being once formed, the water 
might afterwards be fupplied from without: for the Icelanders arc 
faid by experience to expeél an eruption from a volcano, whenever 
the ice is formed in maffes ready to drop into its crater; and the 
neighbouring fummits might eafily give this fupply f.- But the 
whole of this is to be held as conjeélure, till confirmed by better 
obfervation ; for which reafon it feems prudent not to venture at 
prefent upon any farther minutia:.-lt may be proper only to anti
cipate a confiderable objeétion, relative to the fize of the attrora arc, 
compared with the diameter of the crater; which perhaps is clone 
by ob[erving, that when the column of heated air rife_s to a certain 
fituation, its repulfive force makes it expand and float on the top of 
the neighbouring column3; and the efeéhic fluid it con tains (already 
fpread out by this o;-eration) fpreads itfelf abundantly wider by its 
own f.arther repuiiion as it advances to rarer mediums; till at laft it 
arriv-ee at the diifuilon obfen'ed when it fin1: exhibits light. Indeed 
if the top of the pillar of air were not th us fucceilively remo'Ved, the 
:1ir below could no longer fucceffively riJe. 

The faéts taken notice of in the courfe of the notes upon this 
paper, it may be feen perhaps have other various and extenfive 
applications, but it will be feen alfo that fuch applications h~ve no 
daim to be found in this place. I fhall therefore· con elude wHh the 
following lift of references confirming what has been ftated in the 
poftfcript to thefe notes.--Ulloa, as before quoted, and vol. I. 
o. 246; Philofoph. Tr~mf. for 1770, p. 147-9, 129, and 1 31 ; 
hieiUey's Op tics, p. 426-9; Philofoph. Tranf. for 1776, p. J 07 ; 
J. R. Forfter's obièrvations during a voyage. round the world, p. 6o. 
( confirmed by the journal of Mr. Bay ley m the Adventure floo.p) 
alfo, ibid. p. 98-99; Philof. Tranf. for 1775, p. 459-462,. wnh 
Martine's EffJy on Thermometers, p. 222, and other faB:s; \htpps's 
Voyage toward the ]';'orth pole, P· 1:4-1, 142-6, 147 ; Phtlo~ph. 
Tranf. for 1775, p. 253, compared w1th 257; Peter!burg Memous; 

~ [There muft be an abfence of minerais, as weil as moifture, where the infula
tion i~. E.] 

t [See Dr. F orll-er's obfervations durinj1: a voyage round the world, p. 12.1. com-
pared with p. 10 ; Ulloa's very fenfible theory of volcanos and. eart~quakes, vol. z4. 
p. 87; and the Abbé Prevot's collettion of yoyages and contwuauon, Vol. 18. ,h, 
~d. and 3d • .oj.to edit. E.] De 
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be Luc's Account of the mines in the l'Iartz foreft in German y, a!(o 
)3ergman's Phyfical Geography; and Muffchenbroek's Jntroduétio 
ad Phil. Natur. artic. 2299. E.] 

. [N.B. Since writing the above, M. Mairan's Cf'raité Pbyjique et 
Hijlorique de /'Aurore Boreàle, znde edit. bas fal~en into my hands .
The theory is fingular perhaps, but the hiftorical colleétion is ela
borate and important. It poffibly was to fuperfede the neceffity of 
this theory, that Dr. Franklin bas fuggefted a caufe for the freq uent 
appearance of the auroras at the approacb of winter: 21.d I fir:d by 
Mairan's table, that out of 1441 auroras which are recorded during 
1 168 years, z 1 z were feen in the monrhs of Oétober, and 202 in 
thofe of March ; which gives the preference to Oélober, contrary to 
Muffchenbroek, and conformable to Ur. Franklin. - Mairan alfo 
makes it clear that the auroras were former/y 'Very unfrequent; info
much that the number which appeared from 1722 to 1751 inclu
ftvely, (amounting to 989 in only 30 years) more than dpubles ac
cording to his table thofe that bad apeared during the fpace of 1138 
years before.-He feems alfo to have proved that the auroras are 
neither perpetuai, ancient, nor unufually brilliant towards the high 
latitudes in this nort hern hemifphere; and that they are perhaps ne
ver feen in it at fo low latitudes as 36 '. -In the fout hern hemifphere, 
pe confirms their appearance from Ulloa; who f~ :1t him a very 
fati ~faétory account by letter, of forne that he had feen in doubling 

~ the land at Cape Horne; and Frezier alfo appears to have feen the 
like in the fame fituation.-Refpeél:i ng the height of the auroras, he 
exhibits a computation made by various philofophers in \-aïÏous man
ners of certain particular ones, and fla tes the a\'erage of them at 1 7 5 
Jeagues high (of which leagues 25 go to a degree); the lowell: beino-
ft-7 leagues, and tbe higheil: 275 leagues: And in another place h~ 
computes the average of them at zoo leagues high, which is 8 de
grees ·or 556 Englifh miles .--See Mairan, p. 554; 5+7-554; 
8z-93; 3ï 9-389; 104• 43?; 438-++t; 56-7, 405-6, •P 2, 433-6: 
~lfo Newton's Optics, ~· 28. 

To conclude; when I firft read the above paper in May laft, I 
thought I faw true princip/es contained in it, thou~h I felt difficulties 
in their application. Upon a due confideration h~\-ever of the Joca
lity of the auroras, the irregular periods of their appearance, and the 
(mali elevation of the atmofphere; I ti nd thefe difficulties to be in
fuperable. I have therefore applied the fame principles of "eleélri-
4' c_ally chargcd air, ~nd a non-conduéling ear~h," to another hypothefis; 
wh1ch feems to admit a nearer approximation to tl1e truth. For va. 
riou s reafons however, I make no alterations in the notes; which 
tçnd to eftabliih two fingula1· faél:s; <viz . that the air is moill and 
wann at unexpeéled heights above, and that the earth is frozen at 
~~expeéted de,rths !;>etow. July 1779· N.B. ?ide Addenda. E.] 

· • The 
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The body 

Of 
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, Printer, 

(Like the cover of an old book, 
Its contents torn out, 

And ftript of its · lettering and gilding) 
Lies here, food for worms ; 

Yet the work itfelf ihall not be loft, 
For it will (as he believed) appear once more' 

In a new 
• And more beautiful edition, 

Correéted and amended 
By 

The Author *· 

• [A news-paper, in which 1 have feen this copy of Dr. Franklin's 
epitaph on himfilf, fays that it .firft appeared in a Bojlon nerws-paper 
eftablifhed and printed by Dr. Franklin. E.] 
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' 

Containing additiona! Papers propet for inferhoti · 
Ùz the foregoing •work~ 

[G. P.] 

Ru/es for a Club former& e}lablijhed tn 

Philadelphia+· 

Previous qu.dl:ion, to be anfwered at every meéting~ 

HA_ VE you read over thefe queries this m:orn..: 

mg, In order to confider what yo~ migh( 

h :lVe to offer the J unto [ touching] any one of 
them? viz. 

' I. Have you met with any thlng in the author 

' you lafi read, remarkable, or fuitable to be corn

. ' municated to the J unto ? particularl y in hifrory, 

' morality, poetry, phyiic, travels, mechanic arts; 

' or other parts of knowledge. 

t (This was an earl y performance; and carries along wÎth it 
an air of fingularity, accoinpanied with fuch operative good fente 

and philanthropy, as charatl:erizes it for Dr. Franklin' s. It did not 

come into my pc!feffion earl y eilough for infertion in the b'ody of the 

work; bot it belongs to the divifion of Gener!J-1 Po~itics after p. 8 x. 

as the chief ends propofed by it tend to the advancement of a State. 

-The club for which it was written, was held (as I have fuppofed) 

in Philadelphia; and ifl am weil informed was compofed of men . 

confiderable for their influence and difcretion ; for though the chief 

rneafures of Penfylvania ufually ~eceived their firH for~ati?n ~n t.his 

dub, it exiited for 30 years wlthout th<: nature of Its mfhtutlon 

lleing publicly known. E.] 

M m 3. ' z. Wh~~ 
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' 2. What new ftory have you lately beard 
' agreeable for telling in converfation ? 

' 3· Hath any citizen in your knowledge failed 
4 in his bufinefs lately, and wbat have you beard 
' of the caufe ? 

' 4· Have you late1y beard of any citizen's 
' thriving weil, and by wbat means ? 

' 5· Have'you lately beard bow any prefent 
' ,. rich man, here or elfewhere, got ·his eftate? 

' 6. Do you know of any fellow citizen, who 
' has lately clone a worthy aB:ion, deferving praife 
' and imitation? or who bas committed an error 
' proper for us to be warned againft and avoid ? 

' [7. What unbappy effeB:s of intemperance 
' have you lately obferved or beard? of impru
' · denee? of paffion? or of any otber vice or folly? 

' 8. What happy effeB:s of temperance? of 
' prudence? of moderation ? or of any ether 
virtue ?] 

' 

' 9· Have you or any of your acquaintance 
' been lately fick or wounded ? If fo, wbat reme
' dies were ufed, and what were their effeB:s ? 

' 1 o. Who do y ou know th at are ihort1y going 
' voyages or journies, if one ihould have occafion 
' to fend by them ? 

' 1 1. D o you th ink of any thing at prefent, in 
' which the J unto may be ièrviceable to mankind? 
' to their country, to their frie 1ds, or to thenl
' felves ? 

' xz . H ath . ' 
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' 12. Hath any deferving firanger arrived in 

' town ·fine~ lafi meeting, that you heard of? and 
' what have you beard or obferved of his cha-
' raéter or merits ? and whether think you, it lies · 
' in the powèr of the Junto to oblige him, or 
' encourage him as he deferves ? 

' 13. Do y ou know of any deferving young 
' beginner lately fet up, whom it lies in the power 
' of the J unto any way to encourage? 

' 1 4· Have y ou la tel y obferved any defeét in 
' the laws of your country, [of] which it would 
' be proper to move the legiflature for an amend
' ment? Or do you know of any beneficiai_ law 
' that is wanting ? 

' I 5· Have you late1y obferved any encroach-
' ment on _ the jufl: liberties of the people ? 

, ' 16. Hath any body attacked your reputation:,:.;. 
' la tel y ? and w hat can the J un to do towards fe.., · 
' curing it? 

' I 7. Is there any man who fe friendihip you 
' want, and which the Junto or any of them, can 
' procure for you ? 

' 18. Have you lately beard any m~mber's cha ... 
' raéter attacked, and how have you defended it? 

' 19. Hath any man injured you, from whom 
' it is in the power of the J uqto to procure re
' drefs ? 

' zo. In what manner can the Junto, or any of 
' them, affift you in any of your honourable de .. 
,. figns ? 

Mm4 21. Have 
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' 2 r. Have you any weighty affair in band, in 
' which you think the ad vice of the J unto may be 
' of fervice t ? 

~ 22. Wh at benefits have you la te] y received 
' from any man not prefent ? 

· ~ 2 3· Is there any difliculty in matters of opi
' nion, ofjufiice, and injuitice, which you would 
• gladly have difcuffed at this time ? 

~ 24. Do you fee any thing amifs in the pre
• fent cufioms or proceedings of the J unto, which 
~ might be amended? 

Any perfon to be qualified, to fl:and up, and lay 
his band on his breaft, and be afkeà thefe quef-
tions; viz. · 

' r. Have you any particular difrefpeél: to any 
~ prefent n1embers ?-Arifwer. I have not. 

' 2. Do you fincerely declare that you love 
' mankind in general; of what profeffion 'or 
' religion foever? Arffw. I do. 

~ 3. Do y ou think any perfon ougbt to be 
' harmed in his body, name or goods, for n1ere 
~ fpeculative opinions, or his external way of 
' wodhip ?-A1![. No. 

' 4· Do you love truth for truth's fake, and 
~ will you endeavour impartially to find and re
~ ceive it yourfelf and communicate it to others ? 
' -Anjw. Y es. 

1" [~eries N° 7 and 8 fo~<>'!V here, in the original. E.] 

State 
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( A-. D. T. ] 

~tate qfthe Conjlitution if the Colonies, 6yGo•uernor 
Pownall :t ;-with Remarks by Dr. Franklin. 

( PRINCIPLES. ] 

1. wHerever any Englijhmen go forth without 
the realm, and make fettlements in par

tibus exteris, ' Thefe fettlements as Engli{h fet
' dements, and thefe inhabitants as Englilh fub
' jeél:s, ( carrying with them the la \Ys of the land 
' wherever they for~n colonies, and receiving his 
' Majefiy's proteé:tion by virtue of his royal char
' ter*' or commiffions of government,) 'have 
' and enjoy ali liberties and immunities of free 
' and natural fubjeéts, to ail intents confiruél:ions 
' and purpofes whatfoever ; as if they and every 
' of them were born within the realm t ;' And 
are bound by the like allegiance as every other 
fubjeét of the real m. 

Rem. The fettlers of colonies in America did not carry with them 
the laws of the land. as being bound by them wherever they fbould 
fettle. They left the realrn to avoid the inconveniences and hard-

1hips 

t [This State of the Conflitution of the Colonies was printed at the 
clofe of 1769, and communicated to various perfons, with a view 
to prevent rnifchief, from the mifunderll:andings between the govern
ment of Great Britain ·and the people of America. I have taken the 
liberty of afcribintJ" it to Governor Pownall, as his name could have 
been no fecret at

0

the time.-Dr. Franklin's remarks (which from 
· their earlv date are the more curions) are in manufcript; and from 

an obfer~ation in reply figned T. P. appear to have been com
municated to Governor Pownall. - T he larger type with the lower 
notes, mark wb at be longs to Go<vernor Pownall; and the fm aller type, 
mixed with the larger one and figned B.F. marks <V.~hat belong~ /Q 

Dr. Fra11k/in. E.] 
~ fnm. and York. t G eneral words in all charters. 
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fhips they were under, where forne of tho(e laws were in totcé ~ 
particularly ecclefiaftical laws, thofe for payment of tythes and 
others. Had it been underftood that they were to carry thefe laws 
with them, they had better have ftaid at home among their friends, 
unexpofed to the rifques and toils of a new fettlement. They car
ried with them, a right to foch parts of the laws of the land, as they 
fhould judge advantageous or ufeful to them : a right to be free from 
thofe they thought hurtful: and a right to make fuch others, as they 
lhould think neceifary, not infringing the general rights ofEnglifh
men ; And fuch new laws they were to forrn, as agreeable as rnight 
be to the laws of England. B. F. 

2. Therefore the common law of England, and 
all Juch jiatutes as were enaél:ed and in force at the 
time in which fuch fettlers went forth, and fuch 
colonies and plantations were efl:ablilhed, ( except 
as hereafter excepted) together with ali fuch alte
rations and amendments as the faid common law 
may have received; is ·from time to time and at 
all times, the law of thofe colonies and planta
tions. 

Rem. So far as they aaopt it; by exprefs laws or by praélice. B.F. 

3. Therefore ail fia tu tes touching the right qf 
the jztcùjjion, and feulement of the crown, with 
the ffatutes of treafon relating thereto; t All fia

tu tes 

! [i. e. J Ali ftatutes refpeéting the general relation between the 
crown and the fubjeét; not fuch as refpeét any particular or peculiar 
eflablifhment of the realm of England. As for inftance: By the 
13th and 14th of Car. II. c. 2. the fupreme military power is de
clared to be in general, without limitation, in his Majei1y, and to 
have alway bcen of right annexed to the office of King of En gland, 
throughout ali his Majefiy's realms and dominions ;-Y et the enaél~ 
ing clau fe, which refpe.:ts only the reculiar efiablifhrnent of the militia 
of England, extends to the realm ofEngland only; So that the fu~ 
preme military power of the crown in ail other his Majefty's realn13 
and dominions il:ands, as to this jht:Jtc, on the bafis of its general 
power, unlimited. However, the feverallegillatures of his MaJefty's 

kingdom 
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tutes regulatùzg or limiting the general powers and 
authority of the crown, and thç exercife 6f the j u- ' 
rifdiél:ion thereof; All fratutes declaratory of th~ 
rights and liberty if the Jubjeél; do extend to ail 
Briti!h fubjeél:s in the colonies and plantations as 
of common right, and as if they and every of them 
were born within the realm. 

Rem. It is doubted whether any fettlement of the crown by parlia
ment, takes place in the colonies, otherwife than by Confent of the 
Alfemblies there. Had the rebellion in 174-5 fucceeded fo far asto 
fettle the Stuart family again on the throne, by aét of parliament, 
I think the colonies would not have thought themfelves bound by 
fuch Aét. They would ftill have adhered to the prefent family, as 
long as they could. B. F. -

(Obf. in Repl.y. They are bound to the King and his fuccdl'ors~ 
and we know no fucceffion but by aét of parliament. Cf. P.] . ' 

4· Ali ftatutes enaél:ed }ince the efrablilhment 
of colonies· and plantations, . do extend to and ope
rate within the faid colonies· and plantations, in 
which fr;rtutes the fame are Jpecially .named. 

Rem. It is doubted whether any aé1: of parliament fhould of right 
opera te in the colonies : in fac? feveral of them have and do opera te. 
B.F. . 

5. Statu tes and cuftoms which refpeét only the 
fpecial and local circumjlam:es ~f th~ realm, .do not 
extend to and operate withtn f~td colomes a~d 
plantations where no fuch fpectal and local ctr
curnftances' are found.- (Thus the ecc!e)iajtical 
and canon law, and ail jlatutes rcfpe8ing tytbes; 

kingdom of Ire land, of his dominions. of Virginia, and of th.e fe~e
ral colonies and plantations in Amene~; ha~e,. by laws t~ wh1ch 
the Kin hath given his confent, operatmg wHh.m the precmél:s of 
their fev~ral jurifdiétions, limited the powers of lt and regulated the 
exercifç thereof. 

The 
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The laws refpeéting courts baron and copyho!dJ; 
The game afls; The fl:atutes refpeéHng the poor, 
and feulements; and all other laws and fl:atutes 
having fpecial reference to fpecial and local cirooT 
cumfl:ances and efl:abli!bments within the realm; 
-do not extend to and operate withirt thefe fet
tlements, in partibus exteris, where no fuch cir .. 

. cumftances or efiabli!hmen ts exiü. r 
Rem. Thefe laws have no force in America : not merely bccaufc: 

local circumftances dilfer; but becaufe they have never been adopted, 
or brought over by Atts of A!fembly or by praélice in the courts. 
B.F. , 

6. No ftatutes made )ince the eftab1ifhment of 
faid colonies and plantations, (exceptas above de~ 
fcribed in Articles 3. and 4·) do ex:tend to and 
operate within faid colonies and plantations. 
~ere.- W ould any ftatute made fin ce the 

efiabliiliment of faid colonies and plantations, 
which ftatute imported to annul and abolilh the 
powers and juri(diétions of their refpeétive con{l:i
·tutions of government, where the iàme was not 
contrary to the bws, or any otherwife forfeited 
or abated; or which fiatute imported to take 
away, or did take a way, the rights and privi1eges 
of the fettlers, as Britiili fubjeéts: -\Vould fu ch 
ftatute, as of right, extend to and operate within 
faid colonies and plantations ? 

./Jnf:.uer. No. The parliament has no fuch power. The charters 
cannat be altered but ~y coniènt of both parties, The King and the 
Colonies. B.F. 

( C 0 R 0 L LA RI E.S-
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[CoROLLARIES from the foregoing Princip/es.] 

U pon the matters of faét, right and law as 
above fiated, it is, That the Britiili fubjeéts thus 
fèttled in partibus exteris without the realm, fo 
long as they are exduded from an intire union 
with the realm as parts of and within the fame; 
have a right to have (as _they have) and to be go
verned by (as they are) a diJliné! intire civil go
~ernment; of the Eke powers pre-eminences and 
jurifdiétions ( conforn1able to the like rights, pri
vileges, immu~ities, franchifes, and civil liber
ties ), as are to be found and are efiabliiheci in 
the Britiili. government, refpeéting the Britiili 
fuhjeét within the realm. 

Rem. Right. B. F. 

Hence alfa it is, Th a.t the Rzghts if the fob)ef! 
as declared in the Petition of rights, That the 
Limitation if the prerogative by the Aét for abo
liiliing the Star-chamber and for regulating the 
Privy-council, &c.; That theHabeasCorpusAét, 
The Statute of Frauds, The Bill ofRights; do of 
common r_ight extend to and are in force within 
faid colonies and plantations. 

Rem. Severa! of thefe rights are eftabli!hed by fpec ial colon y laws. 
If any are noe yet fo eftabli!hed, the colonies have right to fuch 
laws: And the covenant having been made in the charters by the 
·King, for himfelf and his fucceffors, fuch laws ought to receive the 
royal" affent as of right. B. F. 

Renee it is that thefreeholders within the pre
cinéts of the fe j urifdiétions have (as of right they 
.ought to have) a jhare in the power if making thofe 
fq~s which they are to be governed by, by. the 

· nght 



542 A P P E N D 1 X. 

right which they have of fending their reprefen
tatives to aét for them and to çonfent for them in 
ali matters of legiflation; which reprefentatives 
wh en met in general a!fembly, have, together 
with the crown, a right to -perform and do ali 
the like aéts refpeéting the matters things and 
rights within the precinéts of their jurifdiétion, 
as the parliament bath refpeéting the realm and 
.Britilh dominions. 

Hence alfo it is that ali the execuûve ojjices, 
(from the fupreme civil magifirate as locum tenens 
to the King, clown to that of confiable and head
borough;) mu il: of right be efrabliîhed with ali 
and the like powers, neither more nor lefs than 
as defined by the confi:itution and law; as in faét 
they are efiabliîhed. 

Hence it is that the judù:ial ojjices and courts of 
jtfflice, efiablilhed within the precinéts of faid ju
rifdiétions, have, as they ought of right to have; 
all thofe jurifdiétions and powers ' as fully and 
~ amply to ail intents and purpofes whatfoever; 
' as the courts of King's Bench, Corn mon Pleas, 
' and Exchequer, within his Majefiy's kingdom 
' of England, have, and ought to have; and are 
' empowered to give judgment and award exe
' cution thereupon t-' 

Hence it is, that by the po!feffion enjoyment 
and exercife of his Majefiy's Great Seal delivered 
to his MajeO:y's Governor, there is efiablilhed 
within the precinéts of the rdpeétive jurifdiél:ions 

t Law in New-England, confirmed by the crown, Oét. zz, 17oo. 
ali 
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all the fatne and like f!owers of Chàncery ( except 
where by charters fpeCially excluded) as his Ma
jefiy's chancellor within his Majefiy's kingdon'l 
of En gland ha th, and of right ought to have, by 
delivery of the Great Seal of England.- And 
hence it is that all the like rights privileges' and 
powers, follow the ufe exercife and application 
of the Great Seal of each colony and plantation 
within the prerinél:s of faid j urifdiél:ion; as doth, 
and ought of right to follow the ufe, exercife, 
and application of the Great Seal. 

Hence alfo it is that appeals in Rt"a! aélions, 
' wherebv the lands, tenements, and heredita
' ments ~f Britiili fubjeél:s may be drawn into 
' quefiion and di~nofed of :f: ;' do not lie, as of 
right and by law they ought not to lie, to the 
King in council. 

Bence alfo it is that there is not any law now in 
-being, whereby the fubjeél within faid colonies and 
plantations can be removed ·:r. from the jurffdiélion 

to 

t 16rh Car. I. c. 1 o. 
• The cafe of the court ereéled by Aét of Parliament 1 1 and 1 zth 

of William III. c. 7. (fince the enaél:ing of the Habeas Corpus Aét) for 
the trial of piracies felonies and robberies committed in or upon the 
fea, or in any haven river creek or place where the .Admirai has 
jurifdillion, does IjO way affeél this pofition: Nor doth the 14 §. of 
the faid ftatute direél:ing that the commiilioners, of whom fuch court 
conÎIUs, may iffue their warrant for apprehending fuch pirates &c. 
in arder to their being tried in the colonies, or fi nt into England; 
any way militaty with the doétrine here laid down : :r;.or can it be 
applied as the cafe of a jurifdif!io.n afiually e.xifiing, wh1ch _fuperfedes 
the jurifdiétions of the co~rts m the colomes and ~lan~atwns; and 
as what authorifes the takmg the accufed of fuch puac1es &c. from 
tbofejurijdiéiions, and the fending fuchjo takcn to England for trial. 

-It 
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to which he is ameizable in ali his rights, and through 
which his fervice and allegiailce muft be derived 
to the crown, and from which no appeal lies in 
criminal caufes ; fo as that fuch fubjeét rnay be
come amenable to a jurifdidion foreign to his 
natural and legal refJancy; to which he may be 
thereby tranfported, and under which he may be 
brought to trial and receive judgment, contrary 
to the rights and priviieges of the fubjeél: as de
clared by the fpirit and intent and efpecial!y by 
the 16th §. of the Habeas Corpus Aél:.-And if 
the perfon of any fu bjeét \Vi thin the faid colonies 
and plantations jf..ould be iè:ized or detained by 
any power iifuing from any court, \vitnout the 
juriièiidion of the colony where he then had his 
legal refiancy; it would become the duty of the 
courts of jufiice u·ùhin fuch colon y ( it is un-

-It cannGt be applied as a c~fe fimilar and in ro;nt to the applica· 
tion of an Aét ot Parliament (p:1.fi~ct ir. the 35th d Hen. "\LI. ccn
cerning the trial of trcafom,) btely recommended in order to the 
fending perfons accufed of committing c,imes in the plantations. to 
En gland for trial: Bccaufe this .<\ct of the I 1 th & 1 zth of Wiliiam, 
c. 7· refpeél:s crimes committ d in places. " Jf7here tl7t' A mirai l7as 
"jurifdiélicr.,' ' and C.ift'S to which the jmifciié1ian of thofe provi~cU 
courts do not extw.i. In the w_tc ql :rcr.JÎ.ns ccmmitt,·d '7.J.:ithù: the ja
rifdiélion if the colo:Jies anJ plantPti tzs ; th re are courts competent 
to try fuch crimes and to gi' ~ judgmcnt therenpon, where the trials 
of fuch are regul ated by laws to whi.::h t!-:.e King, ::.t!-1 gi;·en his con
fent: From which there lies no apreal, and \\herein ti1e King hath 
o-iven power and infiruétion to his Governor as tc e.xecut1on or 
;efpite ofjudgment. The faid Aét of Hen. VIII. which provides 
remedv for a cafe which fuppoiè · the '"Wf'nt of due legal jurifdittïon 
cannat be any way, or by any rule, ~pplied to a cafe where there is 
due legal and competent jurifdic(ion. 

doubtedly 
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doubtedly of their jurifdiétion fo to do) to iifue 
the writ of habeas corpus+· 

Hence alfo it is, that in Iike manner as ' the 
• command and di[pojition qf the mzïùùz, and of al/ 
• forces by fla and land, and of ali forts and places 
' of firength; is, and by the laws of England 
' ever was, the undoubted right of his Majefty~ 
' and his ro)Ml predeceifors Kings and ~eens 
• of England, within all his Maje.fl:y's realms 
' and dominions t ;' in like manner as the fu .. 
preme military power and command (fo far a~ 
the conftitution knows of and will jufiify its 
eftablilhment) is infeparably annexed to, and 
forms an eifential part of, the office of fupreme 
civil magiftrate, the office of King: In like man
ner, in ail governments under the King, where 
the conftituents are Britiili fubjeéts and of full 
and perfeét right entitled to the Britiili laws and 
confiitution, the fupreme military command 

t [The J referring to an old Aét made for the trial of treafons cam- / 
mitted out of the realm, by fuch perfons as had no legal reiiancy but 
within the realm, and who were of the realm; applying the purview 
of that ftatute which was made to bring fubjeé1s of the realm who had 
committed treafon out of the rea lm ( where there was no criminal ju._ 
ri)diélion to cwhich they could be amenable) to trial within the realm, 
un cler that criminal j urifdiél:ion to which al one by their legal refiancy 
and ::lllegiance they were amenable; applying this to the cafe of 
fubjeél:s whofe legal reiiancy is <u;ithout the realm, and who _are by 
that reftancy and their allegiance amena ble to a j urifdiétion au tho~ 
rized ancj empowered to try and giye judgment upon ali capital of
fentes whatfoever without appeal; th us applying this ftatute fo as to 
take up a proceeding, for which there is no legal procefs either by 
common or ftatute law as now eil:ablifhed, but in defiance of which 
there is a legal proçefs ~eil:ablifhe~ by .the Hab;eas Corpus ~él: ;-
Would be, to disfranch1fe the fubjeél: m Amenca of thofe nghts an~ 
ljperties \Yltich by il:atute and common law he ie no" i~titled to. 

t JJth ' and 14th Çar, li. C. 2, 

· N n within 
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within the precinéts of fuch jurifdiétions, mufi: 
be infeparably annexed to the · office of fapreme 

. civil magiil:rate, (his Majefl:y's Regent, Vice
gerent, Lieutenant, or Locum Tenens, in what 
for rn foever eftabliilied;) fo that the King cannat 
by any t commiffion of regency, by any corn
million or charter of government, feparate or 
withdraw the fupreme command of the military 
from the office of fupren1e civil magiil:rate ;-either 
by referving this command in his own bands, to 
be exercifed and executed independent of the civil 
power; or by gran ting a difhnét commiilion to 
any nlilitary commander in chief, fo to be exer
cifed and executed; but more efpecially not within 
fuch jurifdiétions- where fuch fupreme miiitary 
power (fo far as the conftitution knows and will 
j uftify the fame) is a/rea dy annexed and granted 
to the office of fupreme· civil magiftrate. - And 
hence it is that the King cannat ereét or eftabli!h 
any law n1artial or military command, by any 
commiffion which may fuperiède and not be fub 
jeét to the fupreme civil magiftrate, within the 

t Tf the King was to abfent himfelf for a rime from the realm, 
and did as ufualleaYe a regency in his pl.:ce, (his locum tenens as 
fupreme civil magifirate :) Could he authorize and commiftion any 
mintary commander in chief, to command the militia forts and 
forces, ind,:pc;zdent of )Îtcb re~"J1Zc.J? Co 1ld he do this in Ireland ? 
Could he do this in the colonies and plant:ltions, where the Go vern or 
is already, by commiilion or charter or both under the Great Seal, 
m ilitary commander in chief; as part of (and infeparably annexed 
to) the office of fupreme ci,·il magilhate, his l\1ajeily's locum tenens 
within f.'lid jurifdi.:tions? If he could; then while openly, by 
p~te1:t accord i ~g to law, he Rpreared .to efrabl_if? a free Britilh con
fhtutwn, he m1ghr by a fallacy e!b.bhih a Imhtary power and go
wrnment. 

refpeétive 
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refpeétive precinéts of the civil jurifdiélions of 
faid colonies and plantations; otherwife than in 
fuch manner as the faid law martial and military 
commif-Gons are annexed o.r fubjeét to the fupreme 
civil j urifdiétion within his Majefiy's realms and 
dominions of Great Britain and Ireland; And 
bence it is that the efiabliiliment and exercife of 
fuch commands and com1niffions would b~ ille-
gal+· 

Rem. The King has the command of ali military force in his domi,.. 
nions: But in every diftinél ftate of his dominions there ihould be 
the confent of the parliament or affembly, (the reprefentative body) 
to the raljîng and keeping up fu ch military force.- He cannat even 
raife troops and quarter them in another, without the confent of 
that other_. He cannat if right brin g troops r4ifed in Ireland and 
quarter them in Bri tain, but with the confent of the parliament of 
Britain: Nor carry to Ireland and quarter there, foldiers raifed in 
Britain, without the confent of the lrifh parliament; unlefs in ti me 
of war and cafes of extreme exigency.-In 1756 when the Speaker 
went up to prefent the money-bills, he faid among other things. 
that ' En gland was capable of fighting her own battles and defend
' ing herièlf; And although ever attached toyourMajefty's perfon, 
' ever at eafe under your juft government; They cannat forhear 
' taking notice of forne circumftances in the prefent fituation of 
' affairs, which nothîng but the confidence in your juftice, c·ould 
' hinder from alarming their moH: ferious apprehenfions. Subfidies 

to foreign princes, when already burthened with a debt fcarce to be 
• borne, cannat but befeverely felt. Anarmy if FOREIGN TROOPS, 

' a tbing unprecedented, unheard of, zmknown, BR o v oH T IN TO 

' EN c LA N o ; cannat but alarm, &c. &c.' ( See the Speech.) 
N.B. T hefe FOREIGN TROOPs were part oftheKing's fubjeél:s, 

Hanoverians, and all in his fervice; which the fame thing-as ** B.F. 

t [ Governor P. accompanied this pape r t~ Dr. F: wi.th a fort of_ prophetie rema:k. 
After ttating th at thefe theorem s, and the1r applicatiOn to exdhng cafe~,. wer~ ln· 
tended to remedy the prejudice indigeftion indecilion an9 errors. th en yre~ad1ng e1ther 
in opinions or conduél:; he adds ' The very attention to the wveft1ga\10n may lead 
' to the diti:overy of fome trurbs refpeEling r/Je rwhole Britijh Empire, th en l1ttle thoug~.t 
' of and fcarce even fufpeéî:ed ; and which perhaps ir would not be prudent at üus 
'time to mark and point out.'-Thc minilter however judged th~ difc~Jiion of 
Jubious rights o1·er growing .ftates, a better P?licy, than po!Teffion difcr~twn and 
til~n'!:; He turn41d civilian, and loft an empne. E.] 

N n z LA: D. T~J . 
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[A: D, T.] 'l'a be inferted after p. 232, or p. 302. 

London, Nav. 28, 1768~ 
Dear SIR*, 

l Received your obliging favour of the 1 zth in
{tant. Y our fentiments of the importance of 

the prefent difpute between Great Britain and the 
Colonies, appear to me extremely jufr. There 
is nothing I wifh for more than to fee it amicably 
and equitably iêttled.-But Providence will bring 
about its own ends by its own means; and if it 
intends the downfal of a nation, that nation will 
be fo blinded by its pride, and other pallions, as 
not to fee its danger, or how its fall may be pre-

. vented. 
Being born and bred in one of the countries, 

and having lived long and made many agreeable 
connexions of friendihip in the other, I wilh ali 
profperity to both: but I have talked, and writ
ten fo much and fo long on the fubjefr, that my 
acquaintance are weary of hearing, and the public 
of reading any more of ir; which begins to make 
me weary of talking and writing: efpecia11y as I 
do not find that I have gained any point, in either 
country; except that of rendering myfelf fuf
peéted, by my impJrtiality; in En~land, of be-

• [I cannot pretend to fay what is the publication promifed in this 
letter; unlefs probahly it -.! ludes to the one given above at p. 232 ~ 
~ n which cafe the reis a millake in the date of the yar.--When 
~his work is tranflated or reprinted, this letter muft either precede 
the piece in queftion, or follow the Examinat~on before the Houf(\ 
çf Com;nom, at p. 302. E.] · · 

mg 
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ing too much an American, and in America or 
being too much an Englifhinan. Y our opinion 
however weighs with me, and encourages me td 
try one effort more, irl a full, though concife 
frate of faél:s, accompanied with arguments drawn 
from thofe faél:s; to be publifhed about the meet
ing of parliament., after the holidays. 

If any good may be clone 1 ihall réjoiee; but 
at prefent 1 almoft defpair. 

Have yoù ever feen the barometer fo low as of 
late? The 22d inftant mine was at i8, 41, and 
yet the weather fine and fait. 

With finccre efieem, 1 am; Dear Frienct._ 

Yours affeétionately, 

[A:D.T.j 
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[A: D. T.] 'l'o come in after p. 3·56. 

bear Friend *, 
Phi!adelphù1, May 16, 1775· 

Vou will have beard before this reacbes you, 
of a march fiolen by the regulars into the 

country by night, and of their expedition' bac}( 
a gain. They retreated 20 miles in [ 6 J hours. 

The Governor had called the Aifembly to pro
pofe Lor-d North's pacifie plan; but before the 
time of their meeting, began cutting of throats; 
-Y ou know it was faid he carried the fword in 
one band, and the olive branch in the other; and 
it fee ms he chofe to give them a tafie of the [ word 
firfi. 

He is doubling his fortifications at Bofion, and 
4opes to fecure his troops till fuccour arrives. 
The place indeed is narurally fo defenfible, that I 
think them in no danger. 

All An1erica is exafperated by his conduét, and 
more firmly united than ever. The breach be
tween the two countries is grown wider, and in 
danger of becoming irreparable. 

I bad a paifage of fix weeks; the weather con
.fiantly Jo rnoderate that a London wherry might 

1 

• [I .run rouch rifque in the publication of the three follo\">'Ïng
letters; but 1 think they con tain fuch valuable faéts, and ihew fo 
weil the nature of Dr. Franklin's temper, that 1 ought to e-nco1.mter 
forne: difficulty rather than fuftèr them to be loft. E.] 
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have accompanied us ail the way. I got home in 
the evening, and the next morning was unani
mouily chofen by the Aifembly a delegate to the 
Congrefs, now fitting. 

ln coming over I made a valuable philofo
phical difcovery, which I iliall communicate to 
you, when I can get a little time. At prefent 
aw extremely hurried. * * * * 

Y ours moft affettionately, 

B. F. 
\--~- ~~-· _, 

Nnt . (A: D.T.] 
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[A. D. T.] 

De ar F rie nd t, 
Philadelphia, 7th]uly, I7'JS· 

* * * * * The Congrefs met at a time when aU minds 
were fo exafperated by the perfidy of General Gage, 
and his attack on the country people, that propo
fitions of attemptililg an accommodation were not 
much reliihed; and it has beeri with diiicultv 
that we have carried another humble petition t~ 
the crown, to give Britain one more chance, one 
opportunity more of recovering the friendihip of 
the colonies; which however I think ilie has not 
fenfe enough to e1nbrace, and fo 1 conclude ihe 
has loft them for ever. 

She bas begun to burn our feaport towns; fe
cure, 1 fuppofè, that we iliall never be able to 
return the outrage in kind. She may doubtlefs 
ddl:roy them all; but if ihe wiihes to recover our 
commerce, are thefe the probable means ? She 
rnufl: certainly be difiraéled; for no tradefman 
out of Bedlam ever thought of encreafing the 
number of his cufl:omers by knocking them (on) 
the head; or of enabling them to pay their debts 
by burning their houfes. 

If {he wiihes to have us fubjeél:s and that we 
iliould fubmit to ber as our compound fovereign-~ 

t (See th~: note to the foregoing letter. E. J 
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Ihe is now giving us fuch miferable fpecimens of 
ber government, that we ihall ever detefi and 
avoid it, as a complication of robbery, murder~ 
fan1ine, fire and· pefiilence. 

Y ou will have beard before this reaches yoa, 
of the treacherous conduét * * * to the 
remaining people in Bofion, in detaining their 
goods, after ftipulating to let them go out with 
their ejjëéls; on prete.nce that merchants good9 
were not effeéts ;-the defeat of a great body of 
his troops by the country people at Lexington; · 
forne other fmall advantages gained in fkirmiilies 
with their troops; and the aétion at Bunker,s-hill~ 
in which they were twice repulfed, and the third 
ti me gained a dear viétory. Enough has hap• 
pened, one would think, to convince your mi
nifiers that the Americans will fight, and that 
this is a harder nut to crack than they imagined. 

We have not yet applied to any foreign power 
for affiftance ; nor offered our commerce for their 
friendiliip. Perhaps we never may : Y et it i11 
natural to think of it if we are preffed. 

We have now an army on our eftabliihment 
which ftill holds yours befieged. 

My time was never more fully employ~d. In 
the morning at 6, I am at the cornrn1ttee of 
fafety, appointed by the affernbly ~o put the pro
vince in a fra te of defence.; wh1ch comm1ttee 
holds till near g, when I atn at the congrefs, 
a nd that fi ts till after 4 in the afternoon. Bath 
thefe bodies proceed with the greatefi unanimity, 
aad their meetings are well attended. lt will 

fcarce 
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fcarce be credited in Britain that men can be a~ 
diligent with us from zeal for the public good, 
as with you for thoufands per annum.-Such is 
the difference between uncorrupted new ftates, 
and corrupted old ones. 

Great frugality and great indufi:ry are now be
come faihionable here : Gentlemen who ufed to 
en{ertain with two or three courfes, pride them
felves now in treating with :fimple beef and pud
ding. By thefe means, and the fi:oppage of our 
confumptive trade with Britain, we ihall be better 
a-ble to pay our voluntary taxes for the fupport of 
our troops. Our favings in the article of trade 
amount to near five million fterling per annum. 

I ihall communicate your letter to Mr. Win
throp, but the camp is at Cambridge, and he has 
as little leifure for philofophy as myfelf. * * * 
Believe me ev~r, with fincere efteem, my dear 
friend, 

Yours mo!l: affeB:ionately +· 

t [The two preceding letters are to the fame perfon · the follow-
ing one is to a. different correfpondent. E.] :. 

[A: D. T.] 
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To come in ajter p. 366. 

Philadelphia, Oa. 3, 177 5 t. 
1 Wifh as ardently as you can do for peace, and 

fhould rejoice exceedingly in co-operating 
with you to that end. But every ihip from Britain 
brings forne intelligence of new meafures that 
tend more and more to exafperate; and it feems 
to me that until you have found by dear expe
rience the reducing us by force impraéticable, 
you will th~nk of nothing fair and reafonable.
We have as yet refolved only on defenfive mea
fures. If you would recaU your forces and fiay 
at home, we ihould meditate nothing to injure 
you. A little time fo given for cooling on both 
fides would have excellent effeél:s. But you will 
goad and provoke us. Y ou defpife us too much ; 
and you are infenfible of the ltalian adage, that 
there is no little enemy.-1 am perfuaded the body 
of the Britiih people are our friends; but they 
are changeable, and by your lying Gazettes may 
foon be made our enemies. Our refpeét for them 
will proportionally diminiili; and I fee clearly 
we are on the high raad to mutual enmity, hatred, 
and detefiation. A feparation will of courfe be in
evitable.-'Tis a million of pities fo fair a plan 

t [See the note to p. 5 50, i.] 
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ns we have hitherto been engaged in for increafing 
firength and empire with public felicity, fhould be 
defi:royed by the mangling hands of a few blunder
ing minifiers. It will not be defiroyed: God 

· will proteél: and profper it: Y ou will only exclude 
yourfelves from any fuare in it.-We hear that 
more fuips and troops are coming out. We know 
you may do us a great deal of mifchief, but we 
are determined to bear it patient! y as long as we 
can; but if you flatter yourfelves with beating us 
into fubmiffion, you know neither the people nor 
the country. 

The congrefs is ftill fitting, and will «rait the 
refuk of their lafl petition. 

, 

. 

INDE :x' .. 



1 N D E x. 
A. 

A Cri culture, takes place of manufaélures un tU a country is fully 
- cultivated, 3• 165. · 
4ir, humid, the circulation of, how produced, 511. 
4lhany plan of union. See Union. 
4lpba6et, fchemc for reforming, 467. Table of, 470. Specimen.t 

written in the propofed charaélers, 471. Correfpondence with a 
Lady in confiqering the merits ofit, 474· 

4merica, the population of, not to be judged of, according to tb,; 
principles applicaule to Europe, 1. Marriages, why more frequent 
there than in Europe, 3· Why labour will long continue dear 
there, ibid. Argument againft an union of the Britilh colonie~ 
under one governnient, 21. State of toleration there, 76. Re- • 
fleélions on the fcheme of impofing ta~s on the colonies without 
their confenr, 1 zo. Thoughts on American reprefentation in the 
!3ritifh· parliament, 129. Forts in the back fettlements, no fe
curity againft France &c. wh ile in poffeffion of Canada, 15 5. 
The wars carried on there againft the French not merely in the 
caufe of the colonies, 162. Preference of North America over 
the Weû Indian colonies ftated, 171. Their great navigable ri vers 
favourable to inland trade, 176. What commodi ties the inland 
parts of, ar~ fitted to produ~e,_ 177. The produél~ons of~ do not 
1nterfer~ w1th thofe of Bntaw, 182. Comparatn'e eihmate of 
Engli!h exports to, and to the Weil: India iilands, 1 86. Ob
ftruélions to an union of the àifferent colonies, in a revoit againlt 
Britain, 191. Rea fons given for reftraining the emiffion of paper
bills of credie there, zo6. Remarks on thefe reafons,. 207. The 
intendeq fcheme of a B:1 nk there defcribed, 218 • 

.Armies, the means of fupporting them pointed out, 20. 

~tmojpbere, remarks on the height and denfity of, 5 15. On the cir
culation of, 5 ~ I. 

(lurora Borealù, conjeélures toward formin.g an hypothefis for the 
explanation of, 504. And eleéhic fluid, identity of, 5 IO. By 
wh at il ages the fl. uid rifes, 51 4· Its motion in vacuo, 5 I 6. The 
feafons the aurora rn olt ufually appear in, 517. Arc and parallel 
rays of, -518. ~eries relating to, 519. Farther hints relating 
~o, by Dr. Franklin, 5 21. Anothe! cau fe of, conjeélurecl, 527. 
M. Mairan's re marks llpon, 5 2:9 • 
.. • t • , ~ • v ' ' • l •" • 

B. Bttxter, 
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B. 

Baxter, Mr. remaries on his inquiry into the nature of the huma 
foui, 479· . . . 

Bills of Mortality, reafonmgs formed on thofe for populous Clties, 
not applicable to t~e count:y, 1. . 

Bijhops, the jntroduéhon of, m Amenca, by whom, and why dif
liked, 78. 

Body, political and human, compared, 172 . 
.Bojlon, preface to the votes and proceedings of the town meetin~ 

of, 323. 
Bullion, the caufes of its variations in priee, 217. 

c. 
Canada, its importance to this country compared with that of Gua

daloupe, 148. The confequences of leaving it in the poffeffion 
of France, ftated, 1 54· H as al ways checked the growth of our 
colonies, 16 5. The ri vers and lakes in, favourable to trade, 
1 77· Is eafily to be peopled, without draining Great Britain of 
inhabitants, 200. 

Carriage, inland, no obll:ruél.ion to trade, 174· Inftances, 175· 
Chùza, precaution u(ed there againft famine, 42. 
Clark, Dr. of Bofton, his account of the French method of infii-

gating the North American Indians againft the Englifh, 150, note. 
Clouds, the heights of, fuggeiled, wirh conje : tures, 522. 
Club at Philadelphia, ru les for, 53 3. 
Colonies, American, their former accuftomed mode of granting aids 

to governmenr, 231. Prevailing popular opinions ought to be 
regarded in iovereignty, 2 32. Th at mo ney could not be levied 
on the colonifts but by theirown confent, an un i\·erfal opinion, 
2 3 3. The ftamp-aél. an unwife meafure, z 34· Its repeal highly 
acceptable, 235· New duties impofed on them, for the payment 
of crown officers there, 236. Sentiments of the colonifts on the 
aél. for abolifrJing the legiilature of New York, 239· The im
portation of Britifh felons among them, highly difagreeable, 242. 
Thoughts on a union of, with Great Britain, .246. Governor 
Pownal's thoughts on an equal communication of Britilh rights to 
America, 252. Reply to, 25+· Dr. Frankl.in's examination 
before the hou fe of commons on American téL"<ati<:>n, z 55. Ex
ternal and internai taxation diftinguiihed, 270. The aéls of the 
afièmblies and proceedings of the mobs, not to be confounded, 
z85. The lall: war not undcrtaken merely for their defence, z88. 
Troops fromBr.tain not necdlàry to defend the inhabitants againft 

the 
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the Indians, 290. Mr. Strahan's queries relating to the difcontents 
there, 302. Replies to, 305. The duty on tea how confidered 
there, 306. General review of the difputes wirh, 323. Circum
ft:mces of their firH: e11ablifhment fiated, 3 58. Intended éffer of, 
363. The ground of credit of, compared \\'ith that of Great 
Britain, 376. Governor Pownal's fiate of the confiitution of the 
colonies; with remarks by Dr. Franklin, 537· Corollaries from 
the fore;soing p rinciples , 541. The cQurts efiablifhed there, as 
ample in their jurifdiélion and powers, as thofe in England, 542. 
C olon y fubjeéls cannat be removed from their own courts to foreign 
jurifdiètions, 543· They are in fuch cafes intitled to the writ 
of Habea~ corpus, 5 44• 

Colunies, weftern, plan for fettling two in N orth America, 1 33• 
Advantages of, 136. 

Co!o1] govern ments, ell:ablifhment of, and èifiinélion among, 358, 
3t57, note. 

Commerce, its influence on the manners of a people, 20. F 2. ir and 
upon equal ter ms, f.ated, 45. Is .bell: encouraged by being left 
free, sz. Should not be prohibited intime of war, 5~· The 
profits of, mutual, 55· By inland carriage, how fupponed, 174· 

Conduc?ors, pointed, experiments of their utility in fecuri ng build
ings f10m lightning, 487. Objeél:ions confide red, 495. Occa
fion of the difpute on the preference between blunted and pointed 
conduélors, &c. 499• note. 

Congrejs, American , intended vindication and offer of, to parlia
ment, 357· 

Corn, ill polie y of laying reil.r<J.ints on the exportation of, 50, 58. 
A country ne ver drained of c8rn by exportation, 5 I. 

Countries, diftan t and unprovided, a plan tor benefiting, 3 7. S::heme 
of a voy::~ge to that ir.t:::nt, 40. 

Credit, that of Great Britain, and America, compared, 376. De.:. 
pends on payment cf loans, 377· In:iufiry, i6id Fmgality, 
;nS . P l-, blic fpirit , 379· lncome and fecu;·ity , 380. Profpeéts 
o r future ability, 3d 1. Prudence, i6id. Charaéter for honefty, 

383. 
D. 

Dalrymple, Mr. fcheme of a voyage to benefit remote regions , pro
pofed to be undertaken under his comrr. and, 40. 

Denn;•, Governor, remarks en his official «Jnduét in Penfylvania, 
4 z6. 

DickenJim, Mr. his re:narks on the late vicws of admini!1ration in 
framing iav;s over the colonies, 241. Remarks on his condL:Ct, 
451. On his prot~:ft; 463. 

E. Eartb, 
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E. 

Em-th, faéls fhewing it to be kept thawed only by the agency of 
the fun, 5 24. 

Elellric fluid, and aurora borealis, the identity of, argued, 510. 

By what ftages it rifes, 514. lts motion in vacuo, 516. 
Emblematical defign illuftrative of our American troubles, defcribed, 

374• note. 
Empire, rules for reducing a great one, 343· 
Employment, the advantages of thofe kinds that fil! up occalional 

vacancies of time, 48. 
England, the decreaTe of'populatio~ in, dc_ubtful, 16. 
/ipifcopalians, conduét of the Am encan leglflatures toward them, 71• 

f, 

Farmers, remonftrance in behalf of, 57· 
Felons, the tranfportation of to Amenca, bighly difagreeable to the 

inhabitants, 242. 
Flax, amount of ~he exportation of, from America to Ireland, 283. 
For fier, D.r. his obfervations on the aurora auftralis, 5 13, uote. 
F1·agments, political, 48. 
France, in wh at the chief force of that kingdom confîfts, 1 9· 
franklm, Dr. his examination before the Englifh houle of commons,. 

255· His reply to Mr.Strahan's queries, 305. His forefightof 
events tha\ have fince happened, 312. His examination before 
the privy co un cil, 3 3 5. A VOl-\ s tr:<nfm :tting the colon y lettert"" 
back to America, 339· His fummary account of the firft Engli1h 
campaign in America, 365. His an iwer to Lord Howe, 370. 
His remarks on a proteil: againft his appointment as agent for 
Penfylvania, 403. His preface to Mr. Galloway's fpeech, 418. 
H is epi ta ph on himièlf, 531. His remarks on Governor PownaPs 
ftate of the conftitution of the colonies, 53 7. Letter of his, al ... 
luding to forne .Promifed political work, 548. 

French encroachments in North America, difplay of the m_ifchiefs 
of, 13 5. 

Frugality, the advantages of, 29.· 

G. 

Gallocway, Mr. preface to his fpeech in anfwer to Mr. Dickenfon, 
by Dr. Franklin, 418. 

Germany, why the feveral fiates of, encourage foreign manufaé\urea 
in preference to thofe of each other, 1(6, notr. 
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~old and filyer, the export.ati?n of, ought not to be pro~ibited, 53· 
Greece, anc1ent, the fupenonty of; pver Periia; accounted for, 17. 
Grerl empire, the deftruaion of, difperfed manufatl:ures over Eu-

rope, 181. 
Guadaloupe, the fmall importance of to this country compared with 
· that of Canada, 148. I~l' value to Britain over rated, zo1. 

H. 

Iiats, the manufaà:ure or, atte'mpted in Nortb: Àmerica, without tuc-.. 
cefs, 190. 

Honejfy, often a very partial principle of condua, 64. 
Hopkins, Governor, copy of his report of the number ofinhabitants 

on Rhode Iiland, 1 88; note. 
Howe, Lord, his letter toDr.Fran·klin, 3-67. 'fhe anfwer to, 370. 
Hl4t,tbùrfon, qovernor, cau fe of the applications for his removal,. 3 29. 

Account of the létters of, 339· · 

I. 

Jilenefi, the heavieff tax on m:tnkind,; 25; 48. Encouraged by 
charity, 6 1. . . 

lizdians bf North Americ"a, liow feduced to the" French intereft; r 50. 
Their rnethod of goin'g to- \var, 1 5'6. Their way of li fe; :t:iz. 
A lift of fighting men in the different nati:ons· of, 2z8. 

lndian trade and a'ffairs, remarks on a: plan for the future manage
tnent of, zzz . Spiri:tuous liquors the great inducemenf to Indian 
ttade, zz5. Their debts muft be left to honour, :tz6'. This. 
trade not an American intereft, 289. 

lndtiflry, effential to the wélfare of a people,' 48. Relaxed by the 
cheapne(s of provi:fions, 5 z. 

La"bour, why it wÙi long continu·e dear in· Amertca, 3· 
. kaw, the courts of, in the colonies, as ample in their powers there, 

as thofe in England, 542. No appeals lie from them in real 
aélions, to the King in council, 543• 

Lightning, experiments of the· utility of long pointed rods, to fee ure 
buildings from, 487. Objeaions coJlfidered, 495. 

Luxuries, their influence on population; ï·-

M. 

1'Jairan1 M. his remarks on· the aurora horealis, 5 zg. 
Mamurs, t-heir influence on population, J l· 

0 o Mam;!a' [btrt::,_ 



1 N D E X. 
Manufa!lurer, the advantages of,. over the fale o~ r~~ materlals 7 4~ .. 

Are with great difficulty ellabblhed to the preJUOlce of thofe who 
are already in poffeffion of them, I 79· Are fel~ cm tranfplanted 
with eafe from one country to another,. except diiturbed by con. 
quell, &c. t8o. Inlla.nce5, 181. 

Manufallurers~ the pooreft inhabitants in a nation, 164. Not eafiJy 
tranfplanted from one country to another, 180. 

l~arriages, where the greateft number of, take place, 1. \\rh y 
more frequent in America than in Europe, 3, 170, 111Jte. 

Maryland, account of the paper-bills i1fued there, 21 9· Its coBdué\ 
during the laft war, defended, 274· 

Ma.Jlàchvjetts Bay, petition f.::om the reprefentatives of7 to the King~ 
for the removal of Governor Hutchinfon and others, 33-1. 

Matter, inquiry into the fuppofed vis inertize of, 479· 
Maxims, prudential, from Poor Richard's Almanack, 24. 
Militia, the command of, in the colonies, infeparably annexed tG 

the office of fup ~eme civil magiftrate, 545. 
Mujchm!Jroek, obtèrvations on Jüs tab1e of app,earances of the aurora 

borealis, 5 17. 
N. 

New England, its profperity owing to paper-credit, zo8. Cir. 
cumftances which rendered the reftriélion of paper. currency not 
injurious there, 211. Bills there that carried intereft, 219. 

The abolition of paper-currency there ftated, 274· 
New York, fentiments of the colo.nifu 011 the aél for aholühing the

legifiature of, 2.J9,.• 

P. 

Paper-credit, canMt be circumfcribed by government, 56. Ame
rican, remarks and faéts relative to, zo6. Its ufes in trade, 21 a, 
Caufes of its depreciation in the middle colonies,. 216. A eco un~ 
of the Maryland bills; 219. New England bills, ihid. Bills of 
credit made a legal tender, the be il medium of t.liade ill lieu of 
money, 220. 

ParaMe againft perfecution, 72. 
Patriotifm, the fpirit of, catching, 145. 
Peace, the vitlorious party may infifr on adequate fec.urities 10 the 

terms of, 15 z. 
Penn, Governor, remarks on his adminifl:ration, 440. 
Penj)lva11ia, average value of Englitb exports to, in different years~ 

189, note. Its profperity owing to paper-credit, zo8. Rate oî 
exchange there, 262. Annual amount of provincial taxes there,.. 
.z8o. Report of the committee of grievances, 3a7, Aadrefs to 

tAA 
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t'be freemen of; on a militi:a bill rejeéled by the proprietor's de.; 
puty;, 39·6 •• Rem~rks o~ a petition ,prepared for ~hanging the 
propnetary mto a royal government, 41 8. , Pecumary bargains 
between the governors and alfembly, 420. Rèmarks on the ad• ' 
miniftration of Governor Penn; 4-fO· Remarks on the counter 
petition; 453· 

Penjjlvania .Almànack; pru'dential maxims from, :t~; 
Peifeéution, religions; a para ble againft, 7 2. Comparative frate of' 

in Old and in New England, 79· 
Philadelphia, rules for a clùb formerly eftabtithêd theie; 533 : 
Poor, the many provi'fions for th'e relief of, an encouragement to 

idlenefs, 6i. Scheme of annuities for the benefit of, 6j, note~ 
Annual frate of the poor's rate, 65; note. 

Poor Richaid's prudential maxims, 24. . , 
Population, refleélions on ;' 1; Caùfes which diminiih a people; 5: 

Influenée of mannérs on, 13 •. How the i'nhabitants of a .countfy 
fubfift in the different degrees and ftages of; 165. Rat~ of its 

. incre<l.fe in America, 265. . 
l'oftions fco"ncerning national weald}] to be exàminëd, 44· 
Pojlage, the rates Of; no tax, but payment for fervice done; 27S. 

State of, in America; 2,3. . 
:Powmil; Governor, his fcheme for a barrier coton y in America, 1337 

note. His leiter to Dr. Franklin on an equal communication of 
Britiih rights to America, 2p, notes on, 254. His ftate of the 
conftitütion of the colonies ; with Dr: FrankJin's remarks, 5 37. 

Protejis, improperly introduced into the affembl'y of Penfylvanit,.. 
403, 46J . . 

Provijions, the cheapnèfs of, encouràges· idlenefs, s-z: 
PrujJian ediél, 315. 

!f!:gakeri , perfecuted _at théir firff arrivai iii: Ameltca; 7:6._ no!l'. 
~e6ec; remarks on the late enlargement of the provmce of, 106, 

ilote ~ 

R. 

R eprefenta'iion, ÀmeriCan; iii the Britifll parfiainent, thsughts on, 
129· • . 

Rhoa'e Ijland, the firft purchafe of 1t from the Indtans, how_ mad~,_ 
107, note. Governor Hopkins':> report of the num.ber of mhabl· 
tants on, 188, note. 

Rome, caufes of its decline inquird into, 18. Th ~ pditical f;O• . 
vernment' of its provinces, . 196. 

Oo .z 
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SalarieJ of crown officers În America, fentiments 6f the colonifts on 
the duties laid on them for the payment of, 2 36. 

Servants in England, the moft barren clafs of the_ people~ 1). 

Shirley, Governo.r, letters ~o, on the fubjeét of impo~ng taxes Oft 

the colonies wnhout the1r confent, 120. On Amencan reprefen
tation in the Britifh parliament~ 129. 

Smuggling, feldom efteemed a breach bf hot!éfty, 66. The enormity 
of, ftated, 67. 

Spain, why thin of inhabitants, 9· 
Stamp-atl oV'er th.e colonies, an unwife meafure, 2 34· Its repeal 

highly acceptable to the colonifts, 2 35. Thoughts on this fubjeét7 

befo.re the repeal, 246. Dr. Franklin's examination on, 257. 
Strahan, Mr. his queries to Dr. Fn{hklin, 302. The Doétor's re

plies to them, 305. . 
Sun, the earth kept from freezin g by the aétion of, 52 4• 

T. 
" 

Cf'arijfs, 1 not eafily fettled in Indian trade, 224. 

'cfaxatio11, American, letters to Gov. Shirley on, 1 tb. Dt. Franklin's 
examination on, 2 55. Internai and externat diftinguifhed, 2jO. 

lfea, the duty on in America; how confidered there, 306. 
'I'homas, Governor, his mode of trafficking with the affembly of 

Penfyh•ania, 420. 
Cf'ime, occafional fragments of, how to be colleéted, 48. 
CJ'r;/eration in Old and New England compared, 74· 
Cf rade, inland carriage no obftmfiion to, 17 4· The great navi

gable rivers in America~ favourable to, 176. View of the inland 
trade of German y and Ru !lia, 177. Trade, an eqàivalent f~r 
commodities not always neceffary in, 212. Bills of credit made 
legal tender, on good fecurity, the beft medium of, in lieu of 
mo ney, 2 20. \V ill make its (i)Wn rates, 2 2 5. 

7',-an!P,ortation of felons to America, highly difagreeable to the in-
.habltants there, 242. · 

v. 
:Pacuwn, natural, qualified fenfe of the expreffion, 5 16. Motion of 

the eleél:ric fl uid in, ihid. 
Unio11 of the American colonies, reafons and motives on which the 

plan of, was formed,. 86. Reafons againft partial unions, 89. 
Plan of a propofed umon, 91. Members of the grand council, 

hf.lw 
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how proportioned 4mong ~he refpeétîve colonies, 97. Place of 
firfi: meeting, 98, Eleélion of members, 99· Proportion of 
members after the firft thr~e years, i /;id. Meetings of the grand 
cou neil, 101 . Allowance to me rn bers, 1 o 3. Affent of the pre
fident general, and his qnty, ibirf. Tr~ties of peace and war, 
104. Indian trad~ and purch.afes, 105 New fettlements, 108. 
Milit;tryefiabiilhments, IJO. Lawsandtaxes, 117· Jffuingof 
money . 113· Appointment of officers, 116. Obftrudions to 
their uniting againil: Britain, 191. 

JTofcai!OJ, certain7 fu ppofed ~0 prod~çe th.!! ~urora borea}Ïs, 5 28. 

w. 
Wea/th, the way to, z4. Three ways for nations ~P acquire it, 46. 
Wedderburne, Mr. remarks b n his treatment of Dr Franklin beforç 

.the privy council, 338, note. 340, note. 
JVcjllndiCI, the importance of, to this country, compared with tha~ 

of North America, 171. Comparative eftimate of Englith exports 
to thofe iflands and to North America, rS6. Woollen n~anufjltétllr~ 
very praética.ble in the colqnies ~ z7 J. 
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ADDENDA & CORRIGENDA. 

N.B. The following lift of addenda, &c. may 
. appear confiderable : The afi:erifms on the fide 

however (about jixteen in number) mark all 
that are important tor the reader's attention ·: 
The reft are chiefly inferted fur the benefit of 
the prin ter, in future editions. Had the copies 
of tbe author's pieces which the editor poifeifed, 
a1ways been correét, fewer difficulties of this 
kind would probably have occurred: And the 
notes alfa might have been much abridged and 
perfeéted, had the progrefs of the prefs allowed 
a fufficient time. 

for a fmall alte<ation to be made in the .Arrangement of the piecn 
in this Cdleétion, fee the Table of Contents and its Note, 
and alfo the notes of the Appendix. 

P4te 
3. a fpace to be put afcer § 7; - fo alfo after § 12 in p. 5 ;-

after § 14 in p. n -after § 18 in p. 8;-and after § zo 
& § 2 ' , in p. 9· 

3· line 18. read" there th at there is ;" for" there that there îs." 
7· line 18. dele t he before Fathers. 

13. a fpace to be put aft~r 1 5;- p. 17· a paragraph and fpace 
at the words " Th us manners,1' line 17; - p zo. a r,, ce 
at line 20 ;-and p. 22 fpaces at lines 14 & 28. 

• 49. J ~ 21. after " individu al," add, '' ançl neceüàry to furnifil 
~' his fubfiftence." 

51. line 23, read "becomes.'' 
57 . l ine 1 7 of the notes; read " mu.ch abu.fe in." 
~9 · 1-ine 8 from the bott~m ;._rea,~ H keeps., 
(q. liqç z. read _~ Conft~tuuon. 

- 0 o 4 ~7:. Th4 
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rhe copy of the Chapter ag~i~ll: perfecuti?n. is in (everal T~· 
fpeél:s imperfeél:. In parucular the d1v1fion of verfes 1s 
pot' 'obferved, and the follo.wing pirt omitted, beginning 
from the 1zth verfe . 

. • ( 12) And Abraham faid, let not th,e ang,er of my Lord wax npt a~in!l 
• his fervant : Jo, 1 ·have finned, forgi've me l pray thee, ( 13) And Ab.ra
' ham arofe, and went forth into the '!Vil-:lernefs and diligently four;ht for 
' the man and fou nd him; and returned with him to the tent; and when • 
' he had en.treated him ki nd! y, he fent hil1) a\Vay on the rqorrow with g1fts. 
• ( u.) And God fpake a gain unto Abraham faying, for this th y fin lhall 
• thy feed be affiiéled four hundred years in a ftrant;e land: (15) But for 
' th y repentance will 1 deliver them~ and they lhal! c-ome forth with power, 

• 1 and with gladnefs of heart, and w1th muth fubfta11te.' 

7 4· .li ne 1 o; re ad " tb at people." 
76. li ne 13 ; re ad " feél." 
98.line14; for "the nearer," read "near;" and line 15 , 

re ad . " co1oni.es {lnd w hl'!re., 
I z 1. line 1 3 from t~e bottom of the note; re~d " may ha'tle con

. tributed;" and Ii ne q from the bot tom, re ad " in the 
oiJhirbances. ~· · . 

i ~9• &c. in the runnins: title, read " Letter." 
~W- 131. ll.ne 1 o from the b'ottom, read ·~ in the parliament ;?' and 

Hne 6 from the bottom, read 'f feas around its éoall:s." 
I39· linè 10. dele ''and rouch." 
141. li ne ; 5. re ad " Hock.kockin;" and line 4- from the bottom, 

read " Mohingahela." 
•142. line 7· after "fort" add, "and fupply it with P!ovifions," 

174· line 5· for '~ wjt~" re;1d "within, ?' 
ft~os, af ths: bcmom, aqd this 1rote. [Dr. Franklin has often been 

heard to fay, that in writing this pamphlet, he received 
conftderable affifiance from a learned triend who was not 
;wil!ing to qj:! named. ~·] . · 

~~Z.I. Infert the following note. [1 underfiand that Dr. Fr;;nklin is 
the friend who affifted GoYernor Pownall in drawing up 
a plan for a· general paper-currency for America, to be 
efiablilhed by the Britifh government. See Gov. Pownall's 
Adminill:ratfon of ~he Colonies, 5th edit. p. I 99 & zQ8, 
&c. E.J · ' · · 

·~27 . In the note; omit ail of the laft fix !ines between the worc! 
. ,_ ' ~·times," and the wor~ f' :Sut;" and in page zz&, line 5, 

for " (Dr. Franklin)" read " (George Croghan.)" ' 
236, line 8. dele " it bad been faid." 
~40. line 7. foom bottom, read fimply " and b~aver ;" li ne 3 

' from bottom , read " King;" and line zd from bottom, 
se~e f' ~·itb:'' • " ' . ' . 

. ' 
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Page 
Z43• ·line 13, read "intend;, and line 1 from the bottom, for 

" fignify" read '' fatisfy." 
:%55. li ne 7 of the notes, read " exempted." 
287. line 19 . . read "efteemed., -
313. line IZ. read "ftead; thepower," andlin~,:1 putacomma 

only after " here." 
316. line 7· read "fubjeas." 

'!'3z3. a_t the bottom, dele "Thefe pofts have fince gone together ... 
325· lme 18. read ~·this difpofition ;" and line 19. read "cwaç 

fo prevalent.'? 
p6. li ne 3. re ad fimply " th at mini fier ;" li ne zo. read " to fi arve 

it ;" and li ne 4 from the bottom re ad . " fifteen hunâred.'• 
329. In the title here and in the fuplèq,uent pages, pel~ ''and 

Examination." · 
Iine 14. read "fett!ers or their." 
line 1 1 from the bottom, read " CJ'hat thus." 
dele the lo\Yeft note with its reference, and line 11 read " enow 

under. " 
~ 3 57. in the ti d e of this and the fubfeq, uent pages fay " Pro;ofed 

V~nd1cation." 
368. line s 'from the bottom, read "had soo!." 
372. line 18. read "not to be;" ~nd line ?Z• read 'f pot·celaine 

vafe." 
37 4· line 6 from the bottom, read fimply "ftood aY 
376. line 9 from the bottom, dele "his;" and line 7 from bot

tom, read "individual, ought." 
377· line 18. read " ma~ there is ;" line 25 •. read " mifma• 

nagemt ;" and line z6. read " bufinefs, and." 
3 87. 1. l o of the note, read " where the fundamentals of the go· 

~7· 
42 9· 
444· 

"'+5 z. 

" 'vernm~nt are." · · 
line z. read ·~ charter; to.'' 
line 1~. read "knew." 
line 8 from bottom, read " country." 
li ne Ï. read " but the ir wifdoms ;" and line z 1. between 

·~ authority." and" What,"infert a number ofafterifms, 
to mark the omiif!on of a long faty rical epitaph for the Pro
prietors, ~ompofed out of addreiTes or meifages to them 
printed Ïn the votes; and page 464. dde what follows the 
word " omittec!" in the note. 

6-S~· li~e ~. r.eaq " even been.'~ 



ADDENDA _& CQRRIGENDA. 
p~ 

* 46 8. on the fi de of the upper di viGan, 
put " _to'' in roman, " huh" in 
italie, and de le '' lf; '~ and on the 
:{ide of the fifth divifion dele the 
roman ·'' th" _and " dh. "-A.lfo 
make the table face p~ 46 8. and not 
p. 470, _and in the +th column of 
the table oppoiite ~ read " little 
more, or" ; and in the .note at th~ 
bottom, for " founds n read '·' cha
:raéters."--Alfo p. -4-69. 1. 2. after 
"foft." infert as follows, " K alfo 
·' · fupplies well the place of ;z ; aqd, 
·' with an s addcd, the place of x ; 
~ q and x are ~herefore omitted. 
,, The vow~l u being founded as oo, 
~ makes the w unnec~ifary. The 
·'y where u{ed fimply, is fupplied 
~ by i; and where as a diphthong, 
·' i~ fuppli ~d by t\vo vowels : That 
' letter is therefore omitted as ufe
~ lefs.' ~Alfo p. 4 70. 1. 6. read 
" unto;" and line 7 fi·om the bot
~pln1 re~d " ~iffer~nt pojition." anq 

0 
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Une 4 from the bottom, dele "both 
~n i~haling and expelling it_. '' --Alfo 
P· 4 7 ;I • ~. 5· r.ead fiuri~s .. -Alfo 
P· 472. 1. 6. read '' fiks'd ;" ---
Alfo p. 47 5· '· 2. and p. 477· 
li nes g an~ 1 5· r~ad " la!Jued/f/' 

477· dele the note. · · 
•479· after the title infert "Philadelphia, 1748 ;" and in the next 

-, line fay "to Mr. Hopkinflm ; " andïn fert "Hopkinfon" for 
" Baxte.r" in the title of the fubfequent pages, and in the 
.zd line of the note read "&c. by Mr. Baxter." · 

486. In ·lieu of the prefent note, place the follcwing, viz. "Phi· 
ladelphia market, in which Dr. F.lived." 

507. line 13 . read "forcé *," and add the following note below • 
.51 o. line 1 1 . re ad " fundamentals of the caufé." · 
5 II. in the two lafl: notes at the bottom, read " torrid zone" for 

" tropics." · 
$ 12, line .z . rçad "France" ;-:-1. Q. dele the .figure § 5° . and infert 
J • the whole fen tence, " How ilow1y Jituation operates here, 

&c." as· a note to thewordNewfoundiand;-Let the fentence 
~t 1. 12, beginning with the words "The fame conclufion," 
follow the word Newfoundland, li ne 6, and make part of 
§ 4;-and for§ 5° . infert the following fer.tence, witll its 

. attendan.t note. " 5°. The air lofes heat ilowly t ; or in 
-" other w~rds is a bad COI}quétor of heat." - Line 1 3 of 
the farrie page, read " at leaft at twen ty eight degrees and 
ua half" for" at z8 •~9. ;'\--and line z8, read " near the 
" pole.'! · · 

~ ~ 13. line 14 and 1 5, for" whatever rarity the air has at a certaia 
" height," &c. rea<!" if the air be found to increafe irj. 
" rari ty a gjven number of times at a fpecific heighr froni 
" the furface, at twice that height the rarity will be as 
" thefquare of that number, at thrice . that he·gm as the 
" cube of it; and fo on: The" height, &c. 

~517 . for the bottom Iine, and p. 518 for the 'top line; fu'.Jil:itute 
as follows.-" appear moft when the beginning of rr.J:i!l:ure 

~ [What is here faid of the effeél: of the centri ~'ugal iorce on the . ir the au thor 
1 fi nd, h as fi nee conlidered as a mil':ake, E .] 
' t " See Mr, Adoir Crawfor~'a ~oft excellent book on dnimal beat," P· 35• 

'' fucc~ed~ 
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_, fucceeds the 111aximum of cold, or the beginning of 
" cold fucçeeds the maximum of moifture; but if it b~ 
" true, according to Muifchenbroek, that they prevail moft 
" when, &c."-line 3· of the fame p. sr8. dele "hence.'' 

line 31. at .the wprd H regions}" confider the following note, 
· 5z4- 6. for 

t (I fi nd from a paper by Ca pt. Douglas (fee the Phil. Tranf. for 1770.) that tHe 
Jea at fo.me depths in c~nain cold l~titud es , is not on! y warmer. t)l~n at the furface in 
jpring tune, but a!fo 111 fe veral tnals was of eq ual ;warmth w1th tt upon an average 
btc infummer, Nov: Ica~~~ fuf~eét fro~ th e very fmall dept)1s tu wh1ch (accord
ine; to divers) &c.) the ag1tat1on QI fi orms ;s fpund to ;each, th at deep warm ilra~ 
ofw:~terare brought by florms into thefe climates: Nor can 1 attrihute the faét fimply 
to rides, {ince rid t$ accordjng to Pr. Franklin are waves, and ..,·ave> are produced 
chiefty out of the w4t~rs on the fpot, by an 4ltered pofi;ion of their parts: Nor do 
1 think wc can explain much by calling in the aiq of çurrenti, for wh~:nce are thofe 
currents?......,..-1 incline therefore to conceive forne fuch caufe as the follo\,·ing. If 
the g!o\·e werc npw for the fid1: ti me m ade to v.hirl round its axis, the earthy p01rts 
of it v:auld eafily comply with the motion; but the warry pans beiog of a loofer 
texture would be later in doing this and bence pro b:~bly for a time make an O\'er
whelrning qmcnt to the we!h·:arq. Thus, if a bafon \\Ü~ water .qe mo~!!d in tht; 

'~;;z ..... e W ~E 
lfiretl:lon W E; the w.lter being lift h:bind at E, the parts therc vc;!l become drv; 
and th e w01tcr again being overtaken at W and not having confîa enc y Loou~• to ajn , it 
a fufl1cient protruf1:0n, the fir!l divifion near \v" will have its p:lrts fqueezed un:!cr 
b ctween and abnve, thofc of the next divifion; fo asto rai fe th at di vi lion; but with
i11 fuch bour.ds as gr•yity, wmpared with the force of the motion, !hall prcfcribe; 
rhe f~me !;raYity rendering the furfaceofthewho!e fmoorh, in 1-,, me fuch line as wc. 
Th!= tropiral WJtet s havin"g to keep pace witb ~ mure rap:d projetl:ion of janll howe\er 
than the reft, wou id be lat er in acquiring their requ ifitc motion, and continu e longer 
fwelling up .1g~inlt the wdl:ern ihores, and from thence run north and fouth round 
01gain to the ealtc rn ihores; having in their afcent to the h igher btitudes a mot iPn 
relatil·cly quick, and i11 their delèent back again anothcr relJtil'dy flow; and by 
fuch motio s !Jying a foundation for producing another fwell wiù1 cir~uitous 
currcnts after the manner of the former.-! leave it ro otbcrs to f1y how fuch a 
11otion, if _iu !r, might cxplain the depolits of ihells in difrerent inlanJ p 1rts where 
the watcr firft b~came quietdt, &c. &c. but it feems tome difficult, without fornl! 
{uch h ypoth efîs, to determine the caufe oi the faé\. in quefiion. lt ieems diffi cul• 
;ll!o to fày, wh y (apparcntly exclufi l'e of winds, wbich yet according to Dr. F, obej 
a lik e influen ce) our vxj1ward voyages are _ bef. made in~~~" latitudes, and our ~aft
~CJard voyages bel! m ade in hi,:hcr on es. lt fe ems farthcr difficult without it, to {Jy 1 

wh y the waters are accumulated as we fee th < rn in the Bay cf t11,xico, to ,the height 
(if wc are tojudge by the rate and extent oftheir defceot thence) of fume hundrcd 
feet (as perhaps may be proved by a compariion of them -.-·ith th e Pacifie waters 
;acrofs the Me~i.:an I!lhmus ?) an effèlt wh1ch, (in contradiltion to the notes abo•c! 
p. 544, to p,~ }\lnncl, anù pcr)laps to a fiill greater .J uthority ) 1 think is h;~.rdly to b: 
l tlrib utc;d to th~ power of t}lc. tradc · -:t:i.~Js j b-:caufe the: 1\·hule atmoîph<rical wei;;ht, 

ü 
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l'age 
524-6. for the running title fay, "The earth kept tbawed only 

" by the fun." 
526. line 9· read " at the fame degree ifheat." 
S 27. iine I 6. at the words " long fubüfted," infert the note be

low."' .-line 26. put a daih after "hi1l:ory. "-Iine 27. 
put the word "forefls" into italics;- and line 30, read 
•' overlooked." 

*528. line 13 from the bottom~ çlele" (at leaft in certain 1lages)." 
* 5 29. li ne 26. Infert the note below t. 

N.B. 

i~onlyequal to 33 feet ofwater, and a wind-waveupon flat waters fcarce ever reaches 
15 feet above the general /evel without gravity bringing it clown again, and no unufual 
-conti nuance of winds upon any ihore in fa tl: ever raifes a water f weil of 3 3 feet inde
pendent of earthquakes and tides.. Perhaps a Ho an hypothefis of this ki nd may gain 
farther credit, from the currents obferved among the Weil: India iflands; where the 
water may be fuppofed ruoning backwards or forwards from the Mexican heap, ac
cording as the fupply is more or Je{s Jl ackeoed behind or the difcharge more or lefs 
accelerated before, by ftorms tides, &c. &c. So perhaps the current into the Me
-diterranean by Gibraltar with forne of the currents in other ftraights and feas ( allow
ing for the politioo fize, &c. of the water, and fuppoling a current below to balance 
a current above,) as alfo various riplings of feas, &c. may have their Jh<jre in explain
ing and being explained by fuch a conjeéture. E.] 

* [This affe,rtion may be thought càrried tao far; feeing the great effeéts pro
ducej} during different feafons upon the earth's furface, as to heat and cold. An<i 
perhaps the eafe with which the earth appean; difpofed to relaetè into coolnefs 
and froft were the fun wholly to retire; may lead forne to fufpeét, that the fun ' s 
prefence on! y occafions a manifeftation of heat by {ome ·decompcfùion of it from cer
tain fubftances, and that du ring the fun's abfence this beat after a ti me tends 
again to be abforbed. Such fuppofition, if true, would help to explain feveral faéts · 
and difficulties in thefe inquiries : Room therefore is left for it, along with other 
like fuppofitions. E.] 

t [The following incidents are too curious to be omitted.-Smoke from 
Cotopaxi is feen between tive and fix miles above the fea; and Vefuvius is faid on the 
night of Augull: 8, 1779, to have thrown out a compleat fheet of tire in a culumn, 
at Jeaft three times taller th an the mountain itfdf, or near thr~e miles above the fea; 
which operation continued in full force for 25 minutes (then cea ling abruptly); 
and from thofe clouds the brigbteft forked ligbtning conftantly iffued; the reft of the 
foy being free from clouds,. and before the eruptio?, it h aving been a c!ear ftar;light 
night. ~· Does the prOJeEled Jmoke ( compo~ed 10 part perhaps of m01ft or mweral 
particles) fpread, cool, and condenfe; a.nd whtle conde.,fing create the fame overflow 
of eleétricity that Dr. Franklin concet~es _to be created by co~denjjng vapor; after
war-ds difchargin& its furplus of eleétnctty mto the earth, ~o1ft atr, or heated la~a 
that is paffing up and down on ail fides : And may not thts fame. fmo.ke, ,whet;t tn 
adrier cooler and lower atmofphere towards the pales, make lts dtfc harge 1nto 
the v;cuum a'bove; thus forming a feparate origin for the auroras ?-If an inf~lated 
vol cano be full thought neceffàry to th: ~uroras,. and Juch volcano be fupp~fed mca
pable offurnifl1ing the additional eleét.nctty.r~quned upo? .the change.of fahd matt_er 
into voluminous fmoke; m.ay not th1s addttJO.na! eleétrtc.tty be acqutred from mmft 

Joutherly air, during the tirft ftages of the fmJKe s afcendtng? And m.a~ not f~oke 
and vapor th us often re>ipmalf.y promote the a~rom i the '11i1por of 1tJelf at urnes 
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N.B. In the running titles of the right hand pages, froDt 
page 513 to p. szg, infert [M. P.] 

not afcending high enough to reach the rarer air; and the fmoke of itfelf not poffef-
1ing ali the neceffary eleél:ricity, till aided by foutherly winds; auroras therefore 
that depend on Jmoke from infulated volcanos, never appearing without the appearance 
of humid air.-Mr. Brydone however 1 fi nd was told of red or blueilh lightning 
tla thirtg from the eruptions of l:Etna, 'as weil as ofVefuvius; but without any noife 
beard like thunder, except when clouds paffed near ; and alfo that \he whole track 
of fmoke (fometimes 100 miles in extent) produced great mifchief by its eleél:rical 
difcharges, when the air was dry and little agitated ; But that at other times the 
cleéhicity defcend.ed with torrents of rain. He himfelf on! y fou nd the air of l:Etna 
ele.:l:rical, in a fituation where there was hardly any thing but lava and dry hot fand 
near: And its fmoke, wh en he faw it, al ways defcended to certain regions of the at
m ofpheré, If there are any auroras then produced by mere eleél:rified fmoke, may 
n ot foutherly winds contribute to the eruption by pouring fnow or water into the 
volcano; may not the eruption by rendering the air lighter in confequence of rare
faél:ion, phlogifiication, &c, or the cold higb land in its neigbhourhood by making the 
vaporous air lhrink great! y in confequence of precipitating its vapor (as is feen in 
certain elevations upon l:Etna and ftill more upon the Andes) contribute ta the wind.
Finally, if the infulated fmoke be negative with refpeél: to eleél:ricity, is there any 
contradiél:ion in fuppofing that it may occaûonally receive its complement from 
the upper regions; the eleél:ricity in its circuitous paffage thither for the purpofe, 
for ming a new fpecies of auroras.-See the plate fro;n Bou guer; the London Gazette 
for Sept. 4, 1779; and Brydone's Tour through Sicily and Malta, Vol. I. p. 215-, 
and 227-8; With the confirmation gi ven by Sir W m. Hamilton in the Phil. Tranf. 
fgr 1768, il• II, and 1770, p. 18. and Ulloa, Vol, I. p. 23 I, E.] 

N. B. The colleél:ion in this Volume includes ail 
the Political Pieces by Dr. Franklin which have by any 
means come into the Editor's poffeffion, and fuch of 
his Mifcellaneous and Philofophical pieces as are nat 
elfewhere extant in print. 
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