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6 32 afier victories add often
—_ 42 ajter (add now
— 43 for opiniated r. opiniative

7 41 for imminently r. eminently
24 21 for oner. two
- 29 for slightly r. severely
29 omit note.
39 33 for engraved r. engraven -
61 8 for sixth r. first
— 34 for the next r. on mounday
65 16 for note (Z) r. this note
the ldst 15 for ships r. sloops
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ADVERTISEMENT.

The author regrets that Table 7, in consequence of his inability te
make it so copiousas he intended, does net accord exactly with the re-
ferences made to it in the notes. Keor vessels which nearly agree in
tonnage, however, the same dimensions may answer ; and the last co-

lumn in the table, refers to pages of the werk, where the names of sueh
vessels appear.
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PREFACE.

Our late war with the United States has given birth to anopinion, (cou.
faed, as we would hope, te superficial thinkers and interested foreigners,)
that the British, so long without equals upon the ocean, have at length
found their superiors.

A reflecting Englishman does not pretend to claim for his country, an
absolutely indefeisible title to maritime superiority ; or to limit to his own
shores, the means by which it is to be acquired and snstained. " Longview=
ed and cherished, as a chief among the securities of his national blessings,
he may consider its foundatious as deep and strong, without supposing
them immutable.

He does not deny, that the descendants from Britons, may possess a por-
tion of that adaptatien to nautical pursuits, which has so remarkably char-
acterized their ancestors ; or that they may ivherit from them, a spirit of
adventure, a capacity for professional excellence, and enduriog courage in
danger. If they do, and the local, as well as other circumstances of coun-
try, are equally favourable, mo reason can be assigned,why qualities which
have already led to such super-eminent influence on the globe, should not
again, if ably directed, raise their possessors to a corresponding distinction
in the scale of nations. ;

What candour must admit as possible, the Ameiicans (surely the best
judges in this case) have determined as dctually certain, both as to the sup-
posititious facts in their most comprehensive meaning, and the structure
reared upon them. So that itis only left to us to hope, that, while their
high destinies epen, and we recede to that secondary station assigned us,
they may adopt the moderation of their prototypein greatness; and make
the same sober consecration of power to the purposes of self-preservation,
and universal utility. b el i

However, as our sazacity does not reach to the political calculation so
modestly propesed by the American visionary in his cellection of libels,call-
el a ¢ History of the War ;”’* and as we think it may alse exceed the power
of his arithmetic, to fix the dates of those events, we shall, for the present,
take the liberty, in conformity with our old prejudices, to consider our na-
val reputation as but little affected by the war, in the eyes of dispassionate
men.  And we do not hesitate to aver, that it will be extremely difficult
for any combination of force, hereafter to oppose, successfully, a power of
such unexampled weight ; acquired too, and established, under God, unot
fortuitously, but by the happy and steady application of principles, and by
the assiduous cultivation of very singular, if not peculiar, moral and phy-
sical advantages,. ¢

1t is true, that the frequent recurrence of an event,become so nnlikely, as

*“Tt would be a curious question in political arithmetic, to determine, what numbey
of American ships,and their rates, wonld be sufficient to'destroy the British navy,
taking the naval events of the late war as a scale by which to calenlate ; and how long
itwould take to provide the necessary number of vessels, taking the encrease of the
navy, during the war, asa vatio,”  Low’s Hist, of the War, p. 360, )
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a disastrous issue to us, in contests upon the ccean, even upornt um?qm!i
terms, might seemto indicate a cause of more than a temporary or acciden=
tal nature ; still it is capable of a much more natural and satlsfa.actory solu-
tion, than upon the supposition of any weakness or decay in this branch of
our pational polity, or any fatal change of spirit in our seamen. Itis pre-
sumed that solution will be found in the subsequent pages. i _

‘T'liat an opinion of this kind should be prevalentin the United States, is
not surprising. Much less than what has eccurred,would have been suffici-
ent to establish its credit with the bulk of the American people; and if the
liberal and ingenuous ameng them, be suppesed free from their violent and
unreasonable antipathies, they are not beyond the action of this princi- J
ple :=—A NATIONAL VANITY, WITHOUT PRECEDENT OR EQUAL. ‘

As for ourselves, if there are any among us, who, without the same col-
ourable pretences, draw similar inference, it may be confessed, that ap-
pearances were such as might mislead those who are neither weak, nor
disloyal. Among many sources of error which will be noticed hereafter,
I shall at present suggest this ; that Americans alone, of all foreign powers,
possess the means of addressing their statements direetly to the understand-
ings of Englishmen ;—they speak the same language. Availing themselves
of their talents for misrepresentation, columns are written on the merits of
a naval action, often before the event has been received by the British pub-
lic. 'Their false, but plausible statements, are readily given by our own
prints, without-note or comment ; and thus impressions are made, which
are not easily eflaced.

In Great-Britain,ifa ministerial editor chocses to gloss ever a defeat,
or enhance a victory, the epposition-papers soon set the matter in its true
light ; butin the United States, the governmentand opposition-parties, the
democrats and federalists, however they may disagree on common questions;
uuite in pufling off the military spirit of their country. The first are en-
gaged in bolstering the disgraces of the army ; the latter, in amplifyingand
blazoning the exploits of the navy.

... This is highly acceptable to the Government,which, if it does not direct;
encourages these efforts, in order, by giving a war-character ts the peace-
able republicans, to forward its own particular views. All therefore that
art can suggest, or credulity itself can brar, is set in motion ; until thepeos
ple are brought to the conviction that they are—¢“an intelligent, active and
enlightened people, beyond all former example,—~born to higher destinies
than were ever yet opened toany nation,——the career of whose greatness is
rapid; constant; and almost irresistible ; whese annals, though recenfy
are already splendid dnd glorious.”*

Whether or not the pages of the Sibylls have been opened to these fas
vourites of the skies, it is not for me to determine : but how far their tows
ering hopes can be supported by their late ¢ naval exploits,” will appear
preseull‘y. To exhibit those ** exploits,” stripped of American tinsel ; to
reseue from aspersion, the character of Britons ;and, in defeating the aims
of an over-weening selfishness, to promote the cause of truth, is the object
of the following sheets.

*Amqricas Porte-folie,



INTRODUCTION.

The method of estimating a ship of war’s force, as sdopted in this work,
may r-quire some explanation.

In the first column of Table 1, and Table 3, is enumerated the guns~
mounted.  To have stopped here, as the Americaos generally do, would
have been a facit acknowledgment, that a two, and g forty-two-pounder
gun, were cqually des tructive in action. The only reason to he assigned,
why the Americans publicly support that inconsistent proposition, is, that
their ships of war commonly carry heavier metal, than our ships, of the
same, or even a greater, numerical force,

The broadside-weight of metal, as usually estimated, is notalways fairly
stated. For instance, if a ship mounts one or more shifting, or pivot-guns,
that can be us2d on either side, to compute oaly half the vound of shot
thrown by all the guns, would give her an advantage equal to half the united
calibres nf( e former This most excellent plan of arming ships, prevails
very much in the Americanservice. Some of their smaller vessels, indeed,
have all their guns so mounted. ‘ ' '

QOur method is. to include among the BrRoADsIDE-GUNs, all guns which
{raverse on pn‘otﬂ either in the tops,or upon the deck ; also shifting guns,
pointed during action through broadside-ports, or so mounted, as to be
fired withont any. Upnn thlc principle, the boat-carronade, so frequent
on hoard British ships, is brought into the broadside-force ; but standing
bow or stera chacers, being of no use upon the broadside, are merely enu-
merated among the guns-mounted.

" The next calumn to that containing the hroadside- “e?ght of metal, enu-
merates the mey ; that is, every officer, man and boy in- the ship, when the
action commenced ; except prisoners, or persons consideied as such.

Then follows the TONS-BURTHEX or size of the shlp Itis not cuetorrar},
we krow, to estimate this as part of a ship’s force ; bul that a saperiority
in this res pect, gives to a fighting ship’ cons:darable ddsautages, will, we
trust, appear, whea it is considered:

FII“-‘t that, the more large and roomya sinp is upon deck, the C(hlfl' will
she ﬁght her guns ;

‘Secondly, that the higher, to a certain cxtent, her b'tttery is from the
water, the greater will be its effect upen her adversary ;

And thirdly, that the thicker the sides of the ship are, the lass pervious
they will be to shot ; thereby, not only inspiring the men with v'mrea%d
confidence in the shelter they afford ; but, by .averting many of the casa-’
'ﬂtles, to which thinner sides weuld lm\e eaposed both hull and crew, im-
pairing the less, if not virtvully augmenting, the powerofa shipin action,

It is not asserted, however, that the tounage, and the scantling or thick-
ness of sides, bear to each cther any regular proportion. DBut whatever dif.
ference exists in that respect hetween British and American ships, isinvar iably
in favour of the lathu : of which, as many instances will be found in the
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Shewing the Aclual Force of BRITISH and AMERICAN ships of war, in the actions LosT by the former,
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NOTES.
4)
ALERT. and ESSEX.

10 attacka ship of so formidableappearance as the Iissex ; and
upon discoveritg her real force, still resolutely to maintain the
combat ; until seven feet water in the hold,and otherserious injury,
compelled the Alert to survender, displayed a laudable zeal in Capt.
g b ]f P. Laugharne, his ofiicers and ship’s-company. el

Haying first, in the character of a cartel, landed the prisoners at
Saint John Newfoundland, His Majesty’s late ship Alert arrived
at New-York. Ior eight years, she had becna cruizer in the ser-
vice of Great-Britain ; but she was deemed no acquisition to that
of the United Stafes, except as a block-ship, or transport.

The editor of the ** Naval History” artfully qualifies his account
of the capture of *“ the Dritish sloop of war Alert of 20 guns,” by
calling her,in a subsequent page, ‘“ ship Alert,guns mounted 26 ;”’*
although she had not evena swivel beyond hLer twenty.

How extremely fastidious Mr. Clark is, as to what he introduces
into his “very interesting collection of facts and documents,”’t will
best appear by the folicwing extract :

¢ On the 30th of August, the Essex being in lat 36 N. long, 62 W,
a British frigate was discovered standing towards her under a press
of sail. Porter stood for her under easy sail, with his ship prepared
for action ; and. apprehensive that she might not fivd the Essex
during the night, he hoisted a light. At nine the British vessel
made a signal. It consisted of two flashes and a blue light—she
~ was then apparently about four miles distant—Porter stood for the
point where she was seen, until midnight, when perceiving nothing
of her, he concluded it would be best to heave-too for her until
morning, concluding she had done the same. Dut to his great sur-
prise, and the mortification of his officersand crew, she was nolong-
er in sight. Captain Porter thought it to be not unlikely, that this
vessel was the Acasta of 50 guns, sent out, accompanied by the
Ringdove of 22, to cruize for the Issex.”’} :

‘I'he editor recountsa second vain aitempt of Captain Porter,durs
ing the Essex’s first cruize, to bring a British squadron to action.
'The same eagerness for battle, and the same surprize and morti-
fication as betore, occurred here; but the names of these British
run-a-ways do not appear, : '

Soon after the declaration of war by America, it was confidently
asserted, that Capt. Porter had ill.used a British scaman for réfus-
ing to serve against his country. The {ollowing statement, taken

U2 N

ok 2. p 216, ¥ . Dorte-folia, tN.H. vol.1. p.232.
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from a New-York paper of June the 27th 1812, will tend to cleat
any remaining doubts on the subject. >

“ The deposition states, that John Erving was born in New-
Castle-upon-Tyne, England; that he has resided within the United
States since 1800, and has never been naturalized ; that on the J4th
of October 1811, he entered on board the Essex, and joineu her at
Norfolk ; that Captain Porter on the 25th of June 1812, caused all
hands to be piped on deck, to take the eath of allegiance {o the
United States, aud gave them to understand, that any man who did
not choose to do so should be discharged; that when deponent
heard his name called, he told the captain, that being a British
subject, he must refuse taking the oath ; on which the captain spoke
to the petty-officers, and told them they must pass sentence upon
him ; that they then put him into the petty launch which lay along-
side the frigate, and there poured a bucket of tar over him, and
then laid on a quantity of feathers, having first stripped him naked
from the waist ; that they then rowed him ashore, stern foremost,
and landed him. That he wandered about from street to street, in
this condition, until Mr Ford took himn into his shop, to save him
from the crowd then beginning to gather; that he staid there un-
til the police magistrate took him away, and put him in the city-
prison for protection ; where he was cleansed and clothed. None
ofthe citizens molested or insulted him. He says he had a protec-
tion which he bought of a man in Salem, of the <ame name and de-
scription with himself, for four shillings and sixpence, which he got
renewed at the custom-house, Norfolk. liesays he gave as an ad-
ditional reason to the captain,why he did notchoose to fight against

lis country, that if he should be taken prisoner, he would certainly
be hung.”
e

(B)
GUERRIERE and CONSTITUTION.

A succession of naval victories, too easily obtained, had made us opinia-
ted. Inattention to duty crept in, and soon spread its torpid influence
throughout the navy in general.  The situvation of guuner en board our
ships became almosta sinecure. A twenty year’s war was, of itself, suf-
ficient to wear out the strength of our seamen ; but a laxity of discipline
in all the essentials of a man-of-war’s-man, produced a much more sensible
effect.

[ustead of the sturdy occupatien of handling the ship’s guns, the men
were taught to burnish up the traversing-bars, carronade-screws, and every |
other article sasceptible of polish upon the quarter-deck. Those of the
crew that escaped this footinan’s occupation, (expressly forbidden by au
order of the board of Admiralty,) were set to reefing and un-reefing the
top-sails, by a stop-watch, for the amusement of the captain and his friends.




A chow of force being required, in order to keep incheck the fell disturher
of Europe, ships were contracted for, and hastily built up, witheut any
regard to scantling or strength of bulwark ; then, badly fitted-out, and
manned, almost wholly, with an |mp|e:-.sed crew of taw hands and small
boys, sent forth to assert the rights, and maintain the character of Britons
upon the ocean!—Our navy at this time, amouunted to no less than seven
hundred and fifty ships, in commission ; but the total of the men they em-
ployed, fit for service, would barely man half the number.

While contempt for all her maritime foes was thus evervating the naval
power of Great-Britain, an opposite impulse was working a salutary efiect
upon tuat of America.  While we retrograded, she auvanced,with steps al-

most as rapid.  The ships of the United States were constructed upon the
wost approved priuciples, both for sailing and for war.  Justly considering
that the ramparts of a buttery, whether atloat or ashore, should have for one
cbject, the shelter of the men stationed atit, the Awnericans built up the sides
of their ships in the most compact manner.  Every other essential in the e-
guipment of a ship of war, was minutely attended to; and the rates of the
ships were fixed, so as best to conceal their force from the rest of the world.

With respect to seamen,they had for three or four vears previous
to the war, been decoying our men, by the most artful stratagems.
The best oflhf-se were promoted to pettv -officers ; and, no d oubt,
when the war commenced, more than half the seamen in th:
American service,were nalives of the United Kingdom ; and a great
proportion of the remainder, men who had been taught to brave
danger in everv shape, by hohtlno' in her fleets.

nghly to the credit of the naval administration of the United
gtute@, the men were taught the practical rules of gunnevy ; and
ten shot, with the necessary powder, were allowed to be e\pendc
in play, to make one hit in earnest.

Thei, the American marines deserve a distinet consideration. In
the Unrited States, every wman may hunt or thoot among the wild
animals of the forest. The young backwoods-man carries arifie,
the moment he can lift one to his shoulder ; and woe to the duck
or deer that attempts to pass him at a hundred and fifty yards. To
collect, and give the finish, to these expert marksmen, a marine-
barrack is-established near the ¢ity of Washington ; from which the
ships are regularly supplied, when ready for sea. ‘A deserter from
the British would here be no acquisition.

‘T'hus situated were the ships of the two nations, when the ill-fa-
ted Guerriere, with sprung bowsprit, a diminished complement.and
inminently wanting that thorough refit for which she was then
speediug to Halltax encomntered the American ship Constitution ;
manned with plcked -eamen, and equipped in every point, as a
fighting ship should be.

“I'he Comtilutlon came down before the wind ; the Guerriere
backed her main- tup sail, and awaited the attack.

The British and Amevican accounts ditfer by one honr as to the
period at which theaction commenced. By dividing the interval,
we fix it at ten minutes befove live P, M. ' ; :
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It is agreed, that the Guerriere began ﬁring several minutes be-
fore the Constitution ; and the American account adds, ¢ without .
effect, her shot falling short.” _ :

According to Captain Hull's letter, it was fifty five minutes past
five, before he “got fairly alongside.”  So that for one hour and -
fiveminutes, the Constitntion’s broadside of seventeen long twenty-
fours was directed against the Guerriere; out of range of whose
eighteen-pounders, the former was enabled to keep, by having the
weather-gage. ,

At about ten minutes past six, the Guerriere’s mizen-mast fell
over the starboard side, bringing theship up in the wind against her
Lelm. This exposed her to a heavy raking fire ; while the grape-
shot,aud the riflemen in the Constitution’s tops, were sweeping her
upper-deck.

At twenty five n.inutes past six, the Guerriere fell on board the
enemy, witf){ her bowsprit foul of his mizen rigging. The boarders
were called ; but the sea ran too high to make the attempt. The
ships then got clear. A few of the bow-guns were now brought to

- bear, and the enemy’s cabin caught fire; but soon afterwards the .
Guerriere’s fore and main-masts went over thestarboard side,com-
pleatly disabling the guns, and leaving the ship an unmanageablg -
wreck.  This was at thirty minutes past six ; when the firing on_
both sides ceased. “The Constitution,” says theAmerican account,
‘“ then set fore-sail and mainsail, and hauled to the easiward to re-
pair damages ; all our braces, and much of our standing and run-
ning rigging, and some of our spars, being shot away.” _

At forty five minutes past six, the Constitution having again pla-
ced hersell in a raking position on the Guerriere’s bow ; and Capt.
Dacres and his few remaining officers justly considering, that any
further resistance would be a needless waste of lives, the jack was .
lowered from the stump of the mizen-mast, :

‘““ At seven,” says the Coustitution’s log,  wore ship, and stood |
under the lee of the prize ; sewt our boat on board, which returned
at eight, with Capt. Dacres, late of I1.B. M. ship Guerriere, mount-
ing 40 carriage-guns, and manned with 302 men.” :

The Guerriere’s mizen-mast fell wholly by the enemy’s shot.
The fall of the fore-mast, however, was pattly attributable to a
previous loss of rigging, to the rotten condition ef the few remain-
ing shrouds, and to the sprung state of the bowsprit ; assisted alsa
by the heavy sea that was ruuning,  The main-mast received no
injury whatever by shot. It fell along with the foremast ; and
was discovered to be perfectly hollow and rotten in the centre,where
it broke off. ‘L his mast had been struck by lightning at the head,
several months previous ; but nosuperficial marks of damage were
then visible. > :

In her hull, the Guerriere was much injured.  She had been a Frenck |
ship ; and so slight was her scantling, that several men stationed upon the .
wain«deck, were killed by grape-shot wlkich had passed throu gh her side -
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while her round shot were to be seen sticking in the side of the Constitution,

Besides the guns disabled by the fall of the masts and the enemy’s fire,
the breechings of several parted from sheer rottenness ; and there was ne
rope left in the ship, wherewith te rénew them.

_ The utmost efforts of the Amerieans could not save the Guerriere. At
_ 3 o'clock p. M. onthe following day, she was set fire to ;and at a quarter
past, blew up : an irrefragable proof, that she had been bravely defended.

'The Guerriere's loss of men in the action was, her sccond lieutenant,
(two only on board,) and fourteen scamen dnd marines, killed ; her com-
mander, master, two master’s mates, and twenty-eight seamen and marines,
severely, and her first licutenant, two midshipmen, and twenty-cight sea-
men and marines, slightly wounded : tofal killed and wounded 78. About
six of her badly wounded died afterwards. :

TheConstitation’s loss ia the action was, a lieutenant of marines and six
men Killed ; a lieutenant and six men severely, and the master and seven
men slightly wounded : total killed and wounded 22. Several underwent
amputation ; and two or three died after the action. The American ac-
count notices the severely wounded only ; while, every man wounded in
" our service, however slightly, being entitled to, whatis called, smart moacy,
nene are left out in the returns.

The Guerriere’s armament consisted of thirty long eighteens upon the

main-deck, ane twelve, and sixteen thirty-two pounder, carronades, and
two long nines, upon the quarter-deck and fore-castle : total 49.% Duttwo
of her eighteen-pounders were-of no use to her upon the broadside. Like
~ most French-built ships, she sailed very much by the head. To assist in
giving herthat trim ; and to obviate the inconvenience, whenever a chace~
gun was to be fired, of a round-house which intervened between the fore-
mostand bridle-ports, and prevented the fore-most gun from being,as usual,
runoat forward, the two eighteen-pounders found in the Guerriere’s brid-
le-ports, were taken on board at Halifax. Iler twelve-pounder-carronade,
fitted upon an elevating carriage, remained to the last with its first load in,
owing to the priming-iron being too large. The Guerriere, too, was esteem-
ed one of our cract frigates !

Of men and boys, the Guerriere had originally belonging to her,
302 ; but Lieut. Puhlman, a licutenant of marines, three midship-
men, and thirty three seamen and marines, were absent from the
ship in prizes. So that on theday of the action, she victualled,ex-
clusive of four or five women and some prisoners, 261.  Of these,

-seven were Americans, who had been in the ship some years. Capt.
Dacres, with a proper sense oftheir situation, gave orders that they
should go selow. One only who was forward, and did not hear
‘the word pass, remained at his station ; the rest retired, and were
pot in theaction:  This 'left at quarters 238; of which, nineleen
were boys. Theaccounthere given,istaken from the purser’sstew-
“ard ; who served out the rations of the ship.

The Guerriere had 200 as good men,as perhaps could be celected
from many of our line-of-battle ships. She was, in this respect, an
exception to ships of her class. Every art was practised to seduce

*W hen Captain £kene had ber, she mounted two additional brass twelves,
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Ler ecrew from their allegiance. Sixteen or eigh.teen (.)f them were
fareigners, and persons who had been pressed in their way ont fo
the States. Thexre remained in America ; and some of them enlist-
ed on board the Constitution. Most of the erew, however, return-
ed to Halifax ; and about twenty five passed into the Shannon;
where they found ample relief for their wounded pride, in the sub-
scquent achievement of that ship. :

The Constitution’s armament consisted of thirty long twenty-fours upen
the main-deck, twenty two thirty-two pounder carronades, and two long
( Bnglish) eighteens, bored to carry a twenty-four pounder shot, upon the
quarter-deck and forecastle. These two long guns were shifting, and both
fought upon the breadside ; one through the gang.way port ; the other, s
port upon the fore-castle. She had ports all along the gang-ways, similar
to our razees and new fifties, but th-y were filled up with hammocks.

Captain Dacres, in his letter, says the Constitution mounted two mors
earronades ; but of several individoals who repeatedly counted her guns, all
concur in stating them precisely as given above. With the addition of an
elevating carrouade, it will be seen, she mounted the same in her action
with the Java. ,

Although she mounts no guns in her tops, similar to the other American
forty-fours, a deliberate contrivance for destroction was resorted to; of
whichmany were the victims on board the Guérriere. Seven men were sfa-
tioned in each top ; six of whom were employed in loading for-him that
was thebest marksman.

On leaving Boston,seventeen days previous to the action, the Constitu-
tion had abeut 476 in crew ; but, having recaptured, and manned in, a
prize to the Avenger sloop of war, she victualled on the morning of the
action, exclusive of prisoners, 468.  Among these, there was scarcely one
that would rate as a boy on hoard ourships.

The American official account of this action is a novel production ; nel
<0 much for itsinconsistencies, as for its omitting to give the force, either in
guns or men, of the captured frigate.

The first mention of the Guerriere’s name by Captain Hull is in the
following paragraph of his letter : .

¢ After informing you that so fine a ship as the Guerriere, commanded
by an able and experienced officer, had been totally dismasted, and other-
wise cut to pieces, in the short space of thirty minutes, you can have no
doubt ofthe gallantry, &c.”—What language would Captain Hull have
used, had he succeeded in capturing a ship of his own force ;—nay, ore
even greatly hissuperior 7 His cool and reflecting mind had taught him,
that in leaving all to inference, his victory would be magnitied ten-fcld
by hisenraptured countrymen.

How artf'lull_v he dates the commencement of the action from the pﬂ’i{d
m:l_y, at w_hu'h he ¢ gqt fairly alongside.”” Were his seventeen long twen-
ty-fours (‘ﬂ no use to him, for one hour, at least, hefore he ventured to ap-
proach his battered opponent 7 Why did he not Eear down sooner;—he
had the weather-gage ? :

ﬁll.ppﬂﬁf' two ships to meet at sea, of the same nvmerical force, one arm=
ed with long guns, the other with carronades, or with long guus of a light-
ercalibre.  Let the former, with or without alﬁlir_-.’ht superiority in sail?ﬂgs

- £ 3 1 = [ 1

have the weathear-gage. T1
Olll=
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thand of his battery, he begins fiving 3 and, if he is a good marks-
man, will, in halfan hour, veduce her to the same plight in which
the Guerriere was.  Seeing her masts tottering, her guus disabled,
and her hull shattered, he valiantly bears down, aud gets “ fairly
alongside.” 1In five minutes, all three masts fall over her side ;
and in fivé minutes more, she strikes. Has not the conqueror as
good a right to boast of having * totally dismasted and otherwise
cut to pieces” his opponent in ten minutes, as Captain Hull to say
the same of the Guerriere in thirty ? ,

Although the editor of the ¢ Naval History” had probably laying
on his table, the published extract of the Constitution’s log, where-
in it is stated, that her fire commenced ¢ at twenty minutes past
five,” and ended ¢ at thirty minutes past six,” this ¢ zealous con-
tributor to national character” *hasnot scrupled to assert, that the
Guerriere struck hercoloursin “thirty minutes after the commence-
ment of the action.”t  °

Among many hundred ideal representations of Captain Hull’s
% fine ship Guerriere,” few exceed in brilliancy that contained in a
resolution of ¢ the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States.” _ ‘

The object was,to make a present to Capt. Hull, his officers and
crew, for, in a ship “ of 4+ guns, attacking, vanquishing, and cap-
turing the British frigate Guerriere, mounting 54 guns ”’

The Americans had reason indeed, to rejoice at the capture of a
British frigate. On several acceunts, no frigate in the service
could have been a more desirable trophy, than the one they did
take. Our vanity wanted a check : and that check it received in
the loss of the Guerriere. Yet, poignant as were our feelings, it
soon became evident, that the 19th of August 1812, weuld prove a
day of renovation to the navy of Great-Britain.

Through such a massof ships, however, the progress of amend-
ment would necessarily be slow. A real scarcity of seamen retard-
ed the operation ; and unfortunately, the ships that were the least
interested in preparations to meet the Americans, had the first pick
of the men. When,therefore, Peace was concluded with the United
States,not more than half our frigates had improyed, either in men,
gunnery, or appointments; and as to our eighteen-gan brigs, it
would require another three year’s war, to render them as eflicient,
as their implied force, the characters of their officers, and the lives
of the men, imperiously demanded.

The-old fashioned plan of closing with our opponentin battle,
especially in fleet-actions, rendered almost nugatory the gunner’s
art. 'Three or four round shet were rammed into the gun ; the
carriage laid square to the ship’s side; and, as soon as her broad-
side came parallel to her adversary’s and almost touched it, the dis-
charge took place. Dreadful was the eifect ! Here the master may
Be said to have pointed the guns.

 Howmany gunners in the navy know, even now, that in the case

N IR ol 1., 2 #Thid n.175,
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where a single round shot, with one fourth powder, and fired at ad
elevation of two degrees, will range 1020 yards, two shot, with the
same proportion of powder and degrees of elevation,will range only
5502 Or, that a difference of 5 degrees in the elevation, makes a
difference of nearly a thousand yards in the range of a shot ? All
this respects range only ;—how much better taught are the majority
of our seamen, as to hitting an object, at evena moderate distance ?

The Constitution was built at Boston in 1797—8; and cost, as
we are informed by the American “ Naval History,” 302,718 dol-
lars, 81 cents, or £68,111. 14s.sterling, nearly as much asa Brit-
ish 74. Her principal dimensions will be found im the table. The
Guerriere was taken from the French in 1806, her dimensions are
also given.

A comparison of the numbers in the two columns of actual force
in Table I, will shew a disparity in the Constitutien’s favour, of
nearly a third. But in that estimate, no allewance is made for thé
erippled, half-fitted state, in which the Guerriere commenced ac-
tion ; nor for the essential difference there is, between the practical
gunner and (we regret to say) the mére novice. k

Asit mav be not less amusing, than instructive, to understand by
what species of logic, the Americans have persuaded themselves,
that their frigates and ours are of equal force, we shall cite a work,
¢ which owes nothing to fiction, nothing to artful disposition of
drapery, to affected attitude, or to gaudy, over-heightened colour-
ing ; but is all matter of authentic history.” The reader will not
be surprised, at this being the ¢ Naval History™ ; nor that the a-
bove compliment paid to it, should form part of the ¢ Criticism,”
which occupies the three first pages. : _

« Much having been said on the disparity of force between the
American 44-gun frigates and the British 38, the rates of the Con-
stitution and Guerriere, it will, perhaps, not be out of place here,
to give a comparative view of the force ofeach. Both the Ameri-
can 44-gun ships and the British 38-gun ships are eonstructed on
the same principles, and their guns are placed in the same relative
position, forming batteries of a similar nature. The guns in each
ship are placed on the main or gun-deck, the quarter-deck and the
forecastle. The gun-deck, which may be considered as the line of
defence, is about 176 feet long in the American 44-gun ships, and
about 160 feet® in the Ilnglish 38-gunships. The line of defence;
therefore, in the American 44:2ua ships, exceeds the English by
about 16 feet.  But, it is to be chserved, that the length of the line
of defence hy no means implies sirength. This essentially consists
in the number of guns that can be placed in battery, with advan-
tage in a given line,and the strength of the ramparts and parapets,
in which light the sides of the ship may he considered. A line of
defence of 200 fect, mounting 30 guns in battery, would be about
one fourth weaker, and produce an efiect one fourth less, than
a line of defence of one hundred and fifty feet long, mounting

*Giucrriere's 155 ft. 9 inches,
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the same number of guns. The American 44-gun ships mount
30 twenty-four pounders on the gun-deck, 21 thnty two pounder

carronades, and two eighteen poun lers,® on their quarter-deck and
fore-castle, or upper decks.  The British 38-gun ships mount 28
cizhteen pounders on their gun-deck, I8 thirty-two pound carron-
ades, and 2 eighteen poundem, ontheir quarter-deck and fore-castle,
besides a 24 pounder shifting gun.t  In an engagement between
ship and ship, the effect pnsdueei is by the broadsi e, or the num-
ber of guns placed inbattery on one side of the ship.  So thatonly
halfthe number afguns in aship can be consideredas placed in bat-
tery in its length or line of defence. ~ The number of guns, there-
fore, of the American 44-gun ships, placed in battery in its line of
defence of 176 feet, will be 28. The number of guns in theEnglish
. 38-gun ships, pLu.ed in battery in itsline of defence of 160 feet,will

be 21 ; hut as they carry a shifting gun, which may be placed in ‘bat-
tery on either side,the number will actually be 25. 8o that the num-
ber of guns in battery in the American 44-gun ships, will exceed
those in the English 38-gun ships, only one tenth. But the Ameri-
can line of defence is one tenth lonnel, and consequently would be
one tenth weaker than the Iinglish, if it had only the same number
of guns in battery : cnn:equontlv the torce of each, when the line
of defence aml number of guus placed in battery are considered, is
about equai.’

“ The American44-gun ships carry twenty-four pounders on theig
gun-decks, the English, eightecn pounders. But are not eighteen
pnunderv of sufficient weight of.netal for the service of lmrre fri-
gates, and fully calculated to produce every effect that may e re-
qu:red in an engagement between frigates 7—It has, moreover,been
asserted by the o#ficers of the Constitution that the shotof the Java's
eighteen poundersi were only three pounds lighter than those of
the American twenty-four pounders, aftcraccurately weighing them
both. So that, consequentiy, the difference in weight of metal was
only one Elghth 4t

““ It has been asserted in the British newspapers, that the Ameri-
can frigates were 74’s in dnsguv-e It has also been asserted by an
Entr]lsh naval commander.§ inhis official letter, that the American
A1-gun ships were built with the scant tling ofa74.  If, by this as-
‘;ertmn he meant to insinuate that the American 44-gun ships were
of the same nature with a T4 or ships of the line, he has manifested
an extreme wantofcandour or want ofprof'e%sional knowledge. 74-
gun ships are all of the line, that is,they have guns mounted on twe
gun -decks,extending the wholelength of the ship,oritsline of defence,
hesides those on the quarter-deck and fere-castle; and, in addition to

these,there are guns on the poop.| The length of the line ofa 74 is a-

*This armament was at one time ordered by Congress, but subsequently altered.

tSee above p. 9.
£Most probably some eld French cighteen poundsr that had been, by accident, left on

fooard.
$Captain Carden, {[Quite a ncw delinition of a “ ship of the lige,”
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bout the same as that of the American 44-gun ship. A 74 guu shin
wounts ahout 88 guns ; consequently, the number of guns p!ace.d
in battery in her line of defence, will be 44 guns ; and in the Ameri-
can frigate of 44 guns, only 28 in the same line of defence.  Conse-
quently, the strength of the line of defence of a 74, is not very far
from double that of an American 44-gin ship, considered in respeet
of the number of guns ; without taking into consideration, the dif-
ferencein weight of metal,and the compactnessand strength of sides.”

¢ This, we believe, sufficiently demonstrates the illiberality and
absurdity of comparing theAmerican 44-gun frigates to British 74 s,
with a view to disparage the rising glory of the American navy,
and to depreciate the noble exploits of her gallant tars.”*

Mr Clark’s last sentence remiuvds us of having omitted to state,
that several of the Constituticn's crew were recognized by theGuer- ©
riere’s, as old shipmates and countrymen. One fellow, in partica-
lar, who was making up buck-shot cartridges, had served under
the first lieutenant. Had every ship’s company in the service an
opportunity, at that time, of inspecting the Censtitution’s crew,
how many, besides the commissioned efficers, would have pm\'eti
to be native Amerieans ?

(C)
FROLIC and WASP.

‘I'be Frolic, having under convoy six homeward hound vessels
tfrom the bay of Honduras,and being in lat. 36° N.and long. 61> W,
was overtaken by a violent gale of wind, in which she carried away
her main-yard, lost her top-sails, and sprung the main-top-mast,
On the morning of the 18th, while repairing the damages sustained
in the storm, and re-assembling the scattered ships, a suspicious
ship came in sight, and gave chace to the convoy. 2

I'he merchant-ships continued their voyage before the wind, un=
der all sail ; the Frolic dropped astern,and hoisted Spanish colours,
to decoy the strangerunder her guns, and to give time for the con-
voy to escape.t

The Frolic had been cruizing in the West-Indies several months.
She left Port-RRoyal, Jamaica, before the war withAmerica was
known there; and had since heard of it only by rumour, which was
not credited. She had thirty two men short of camplement ; and
her remaining crew, officers and all, were sa nuch affected by the
climate, that they could scarcely perform the routine of the service.
Fhe men did their best, however, to remove the main-yard, (which

#N. H. Vol. 1, p. 177, 4 603 Il N 1
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was on deck being fished,) partly out of the way of the guns. Theiy
hearts were good, but their efforts were feeble. )

Asthe American account of this action has the merit of being, at least,
circumstantial, we here giveitat length : :

¢ At thirty two minutes past eleven, the Wasp came down to-windward
on the larboard side of the Frelic.  When within about sixty yards she
hailed. The Frolic then hauled down Spanish colours ; lhoisted the Dri-
tish ensign : and epened a fire of cannon and musketry. Thiswas instant-
1y returned by the Wasp ; and,nearing the enemy, the action became close
and spirited  About four or five minutes after the eommencement of the
action, the main-top-mast of the Wasp was shotaway, and having fallen
with the main-top-sail yard,across the larboard fore and fore-top-sail braces,
rendered her head yards unmanageable during the remainder of the engage-
ment. In two or three minutes more, her gaff and mizen-top-gallant-sail
wereshotaway. She however kept up a close and constant fire. The sea
was so rongh that the muzzléS of the Wasp’s guns were frequently under
water. The Americans fired as the side of their ship was going down.
Their shot, of course, either struck the Frolic’s deck or below it. The
English fired as their vessel rose.  Their balls consequently only struck
the rigging, or were ineffectual. The Wasp, having now shot ahead of the
Frolic, poured a broadside into her, which completely raked her. She
shen took a position on the Frolic’s larboard bow. A most spirited fire
was now kept up from the Wasp. It produced great effect.  The fire of
the Frelic had slackened so much, that Capt. Jones gave up his intention
of boarding her, lest both vessels might be cadangered by the roughness of
thesea. But, in the course of a few minates more, nota brace of the Wasp
was left. All had been shot away. Her rigging was so much torn to pie-
ees, that Capt. Jones was afraid that her masts, being unsupported, would
go by the board ; and the Frolic thereby be enabled to escape. He there-
fore resolved to board, and at once decide the contest.  With this inten-
tion he wore ship and ran down upon the enemy. The vessels struck each
ether. The Wasp’s side rubbed aloug the Irolic’s bow.,  The jib-boom
of the latter entered between the main and mizen rigging of the Wasp, di-
tectly over the heads of Capt. Jones and his first lieutenant, Biddle, who
were then standing together, near the capstan.  The Frolic now lay in so
good a position for being raked, that it was reselved not to board until a-
nother broadside had been poured into hes. So near were the twovessels,
that while the men were loading the guns, the rammers of the Wasp were
pushed against the Frolic’s sides; and two of her guns went through the
bow-ports ef thelrolic,and swept the whole length of her deck. Aboat this
time, Jack Lang, a brave and intrepid seaman of the Wasp, and whe had
once been impressed by a British man-of-war, jumpcd on a gun with hiscut-
lass, and was springing on board the Frolic, when Captain Jones desir-
ing to fire again before boarding, called him down. Jut, probably
urged en by his impetuosity, he did net hear the command of his captain,
and was immediately on the bowsprit of the Frolic.  Lieutenant Biddle
perceiving the ardour and enthusiasm of the Wasp’s crew, mouuated on the
hammock-cloth to board. The crew immediately followed. But the licu-
tenant’s feet being entangled in the vigging of the Frolic’s bowsprit, and
midshipman Baker, in his ardour to board, laying hold of his coat, he fell
back on the Wasp’s deck. He directly sprang up, and as the next swell of
¢ghe sea brought the Frolic ncarer, h2 goton her bowsprit“where Lang and
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another seaman were already. He passed them on the fore-cas_tl:es and
was much surpriscd at not seeing a single man alive upon the Frolic s.deck,
except the seaman at the wheel and three officers. The deck was slippery
with blood : andstrewed with dead bedies. As he went forward, the cap,
tain of the I'rolic, and two other officers who were standing on the quarter-
deck, threw down their swords, and made an inclination of their bodiesas
a sign of submission. The colonrs of the Frolic were still flying.  None
of her seamen probably dared to go into the rigging, to strike them, for
fear of the musketry of the Wasp. Lieut. Biddle, himself immediately
jumped into the rigging, and bauled down the British ensign.  Possession
was taken of the Frolic forty three minutes after the commencement of the
action. She presented a most shocking spectacle.  Her birth-deck was
crowded with dead, wounded, and dying. INot abeve twenty of her crew
escaped unhurt.”* _ :

The disabled condition of the Frolic previous to the engagement, and
which, no doubt, first tempted the American’ to gpproach her, forms no part
of MrClark’s narrative. Its effect upon her, fromthe very onset of theac-
tion, Capt. Whinyates thus describes : '

 The superior fire of our guns gave every reason to expect its speedy ter
mination in our faveur, but the gafi-head braces being shot away, and there
being no sail on the main-mast, the brig became unmanageable, and the e-
nemy succeeded in faking a position to rake her, while she was unable to
bring a gun to bear.” : - '

“ After lying some {ime exposed to a most destructive fire, she fell with ‘
the bowsprit betwixt the enemy’s main and miZen rigging, still unable to
return his fire. At length the enemy boarded, and made himself master of
the brig, every individual oflicer being wounded, and the greater part of the
men either killed or wounded, there not remaining twenty persons unhurt.
Although I shall ever deplore the unhappy issne of this contest, it would
be great injustice to the merits of the officers and crew, if | failed to report,
that their bravery and cooluness are deserving of every praise ; and I am
convinced, if the Frolic had not been crippled in the gale, I should have te.
make a very different report to your Excellency.t The Wasp was taken,
aud the Frolic re-captured the same afternoen by H. M. S. Poictiers.”

The loss of the Wasp's main-top-mast in five minutes after the action
commenced, proves that the Frolic's shot, before she came up in the wind, |
were not altogether ¢ inefiectual.”” -The Americans, wishing it to be in=
ferred, that they also were disabled, represent the falling of the main-top=-
sail yard upon the braces, as rendering their head-yards unmanageable. A
seaman at this moment observes, that the Wasp’s men must have been lub-
bers indeed, if they could not clear the braces in three minutes ; that, were:
they even shotaway entirely, the yards couldbe worked by the bow-lines
and that, with the mizen-top-sail sfill aloft, and the ad vantage of the
weather-gage, the Americanship could command what position she chooseds
However, Messicurs Jones and Biddle did not imagine, perhaps, that- their
statement would be thus criticised, or they would have been more particu=-
lar in drawing it up.

At::‘:;i;l;-lqpa::";alcl!leﬂ:;;c;:i ;ihm {bo;rdiﬁ{g _e;'q:;oit. Qne hundred and  thirty
of whom were severely wgfx,m(l)edoan-\, other of C oo el fons Reitons, S
- ¥ . Another of Captain Jones’ preparatorg

%Vol. 1. p. 183, : tSce end of note (G). tAd, Warren,
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Yroadsides might have cleared the deck of these four; and then ¢ the ar-
dour and enthusiasm of the Wasp’s crew,” would have had a// dead bodies
to triuniph over. .

Captain Whinyates, and the second lieutenant, Edward Medlcy, were
severely wounded; the latter in four or five places. These truly brave men,
bleeding profusely, would not quit their stations ; but supported them-
selves against oppesite sides of the capstan, aided by the points of their
-swords in the deck. What a spectacle '—When the enemy came rashing
ever the mangled bodies towards the quarter-deck; the two officers threw
down their swords ; and “ the inclination of their bodies” became the
natural consequence of their now unsupported state.

- The bearding-oflicer ordered one of the Frolie’s petty-officers to haul
down the colours ; but the man peremptorily refused,—alleging, that he
~ had not been accustomed to do such things. This bold reply excited in
the breast of the American, wrath, instead of sympathy ; and the gallant
. seaman was very near sharing the fate of his mess-mates.
* "The Frolic’s first lieutenant and master were among the killed. The
_ total of killed and wounded (several {rom buck-shot) amounted to 69 ;=
nearly three fourths of her brave crew. The slaughter would have been
still greater, had uot Captain Whinyates, soon after the briggot foul of the
enemy so that her guns could not bear, ordered the men to go below, out
of reach of the merciless rifles, and the sweeping broadsides, of his teo for-
tunate cpponent. Did the Frolic, at the time of gettingentangled, possess
only the number of men.unhurt,with which she began the action, how long
would they have deliberated about boarding the Wasp ?

The Wasp, by the American account, lost five killed and five wounded.
Several others were wounded ; although, as usual, not in their estimate.

The ¥Frolic mounted sixtcen thirty-two pounder carronades, and two
long sixes ; besides a twelve-pounder boat-carronade, which was fitted so
as to be fired upon either broadside. ILike all other brigs of her class,with-
out exception,she had nine gun-ports,and a bridle, oneach side.  Her crew,
as stated before, consisted only of 69; and of them a great proportion were
Boys.. : y

'BI'he Wasp’s armament consisted of double that specified in the calibre-
eolumns of the table.  One hundred and thirty of her crew were received,
unhurt, by the agent for prisoners at Bermuda. This gives her, according
to their own account, 140in the action. Two men, it appears, were lost
overboard on the 15th.  She had therefore a complement of at least 142,
(and those all picked men,) on leaving the Delaware, five days before the
action. :

Her hoatswain and boatswain’s mate proved to be deserters ; one from
the Cambrian, the other from the Cleopatra. Ten of the crew were alse
detained as British subjects ; buton the principle, perhaps, that ninety-nine
traitors had beiter escape,than one prisoner of war lose his life,the evidense
was not deemed sufiicient to convict any of them.

The comparative size of the Wasp and Frolic will be found in the table
of dimensions. The bulwarks of the former were more compact than a 28-
gun frigate’s ; and her quarters, generally,far superior to those of any sloop-
of-war in the service. _

Even the circumstance of the Frolic havinga convoy in charge, was not
lost on the commander of theWasp. He wade out that “four of them were
Yarge ships, and w://-manned, mounting from 16 to 13 guus each.  Captain
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Jones, notwithstanding. resolved to atiack them. The convoy ma de iht.:{t
escape. The sloop-of-war alone remained. She proved to be the Frolic
Captain Whinyates, monnting 22 guns, with a crew of about 120 men.”#

In guns, the two vessels may be considered asequal. The'st.ate of prepar-
ation, however, in which ene was, and the state of uncertainty as to war,
in which the other was, alone created a decided disparity; When to that
is added, that, while the Wasp was fully rigged, the Frolic was crippled by
a gale; and to that again, that, while the formerhad ene hundred and forty
men, in full health, the latter had eighty-nine only,—and those sick and
ematiated, the reader himself can make the best estimate, of the compara-
tive force of the Wasp and Frolic. :

Mr. Clark winds up his authentic statement, thus : * the ¢rews of both
vessels were about equal. The British vessel mounnted four more guns than
the American. This action has complete!y,demoustrated the superior skill
and merit of the American naval officers and seamen.”t bt '

Deceived by this, and a thousand other misrepresentations, the most
tnoderate American, while he may be brought to doubt the equality of some
of the actions; will ot fail exultingly to remind you,~—that in that of the
Wasp and Frolic, ¢ the superiority of force certainly was on the side of
the British.”

: (D)

MACEDONIAN and UNITED STATES.

In this case, unfortunately, although our ship had the weather-gage, she
was cut to pieces by long shot. The sentence of the Court-Martial upon
Captain Carden notices the fact thus : -

¢ The Court is of opinion that previous te the commencement of the
action, from am over-anxiety to keep the weather-gage, an opportunity wis ‘
lost of closing with the enemy : and that owing to this circumstance the
Macedonian was unable to bring the United States to close action, until
she had received material damage ; but as it does net appear that this omis+
sion originated in the most distant wish to keep back from the engagement;
the Court is of epinien, that Captain J. S. Cerden, his officers and ship'ss
company, in every instance throughout the action, behaved with the firmest
and most determined courage, resolution, and coolness, and that the colours
of the Macedonian were not struck, until she was unable to make further
resistanee.”

The American account says,— The Macedonian being to wind
had the advantage of engaging at her own distance. This was so greal;
that for the first half hour the United States did net use her carronades.

"At no time was the Macedonian within such distance as to admit of musket*
vy and grape being used with good effect. Owing to this circumstance, and
4 heavy swell of the sea, the action lasted an hour and a half." } :

*Xx&a N H.vol 1,p. 182 + Thid 185, sThid . 126
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O part of this story is erroneous ; for long before the actien
ended, the -’\I.lcedonmn sur"eone\macled from the right arm-pit
ofa tmfich:pr‘nn an iron shot w eighing twelve ounces.

The i m]unea which the Macedonian received, are thus detailed
by Captamn Carden :

“ After an hour’s action, the enemy backed and came to the wind,
and [ was then enabled to !nmv her to close battle. In this situ-
ation,l soor found theenemy’s force too supcrior to expect success,
unless some ver y fortunate chance occurred inour favor ; and with
this hope, | continued the battle to two hours and ten minutes ;
when having the mizen-mast shot away I)y the board, top- mmh
shot away by the caps, wain-yard shot in pieces, lower masts bad-
ly wounded, lower rigzinz all cut to pleCcs, a small proportion on-
17 of the fore-sail leftto the fore- -yard, all the guns on the quarter-
deck and fore-castle disabled but two, and filled with wreck, two
also on the main-deck disabled, and several shot hetween mnd and
water, a very great proportion of the crew killed and wounde ‘,and
the enemy comparatively in good order, who had now shot akead,
and was about to place himselt’ in a raking position, without our
being able to return the fire, being a pertf'ct wreck and unmanage-
able lo;; 1 ('onmod it pru.k‘mj thounrh a painful extremity, to sur-
render his Majesty's ship.

The ’\lacu.lnflmu lost her boatswain, a master’s mate, and thirty
four scainen and marines, killed ; her first and second lieutenants,
and sixty six seamen and marines, wounded ; total 104..

The United States suffered in masts and u«mmn ; but not much
in her hull.  She lost five killed, and seven bad!y wounded two
of whom, one a lieutenant, died ‘of their wounds. [ler sugh{ly
wounded are not enumerated.

‘The Macedonian’s establishment of guns was, twenty-eig! ht long

cizliteens, one twelve, and sixteen thirty-two pound..:: (,auunau(,a,
and two Iongn nes ; total 47.  Dut Captain Carden, on taking the
command of her, Lrouzht on board two long lrass twelves, and
ot the nines cu.ungo l for two hilltj-tWO pounder carronades ;
which encreased her gunsto 49. °

She had on board at the commencement of the ac tion, two bundred
and seveaty-aine officers, scamen and marines, eight foreurnela out
efa Frenchregiinent for a band, and sixteen boya ; tota 503,

Thie United States mounted thirty long twenty-four’s (LZaglish
shin-guns) upon the main-deck ; one tivelve- pounder carronade for
firing into tho tops, twenty two jorty-two pouander Lanu'mdu, and
iwo long tweaty-fours, both foushton vue side as in the Constitu-
tisn, upon tiia ‘{Luau,r-’lf,‘l\ and fore-castle ; also two tour-pound-
ers in the fore-top, two in the main-top, and one in the mizen-top ;
making a total of COguns. The tnp-wum, were mounted uvpon piv-
uts, 50 as to be fired on either Lrvadside ; and, uided by the rifie-,
became a tcl',r 'l{,afl"(‘tl\. Imi(U)

i0was stated 1o New-York paper of May 1813 ; thet the com-
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mander of the UnitedStates, finding im his ship a disposition to hog,
had reduced her guns from “fifty four” to forty eight. Commo-
dore Decatur, also, in his proposition for a confest with the En‘d_y-
mion, mentions his * twelve-pounder carronade.” Captain Car-
den’s account of the force of the United States upon her decks,
therefore receives confirmation.  As to the howilzers in her tops,
similar ones, in number and calibre, were found on board the Presi-
dent ; andshe is called a sister-ship to the United States.

Having made no captures previous to her falling in with the Ma-
cedonian, the United States had on board her full complement of
wen ; which, by Captain Carden’s account, consisted of 478 picked
seamen. :

Thata great proportion of these were deserters from the British
navy, one fact puts beycnd a doubt. Many of the main-deck guns
of the United States, were named after shipsand actions in which
the men had fought. One of the Macedonian’s boys, William
Hearne, a native of London,actually found among the hostile crew,
—his own brother! This hardened traitor, after reviling the Brit-
ish,and applauding the American service, invited his brother to en-
ter the latter. 'T'he honorable youth replied, with tears in his eyes,
— if you are a rascal, that’s no reason I should be one.”

Shattered as the Macedonian was, Commodore Decatur, much
to his credit, contrived not only to render her sea-worthy, but te
- conduct her home in safety, from lat. 290* N. and long. 26° 30' W.
The two ships arrived off Montaug on the 4th of December ; but did
not reach New York until new-year’s day. It was singular that,
during a seven week’s passage over such an extent of sea, not one
British cruizer, out of the many hundreds afloat, should havecross-
ed their path.

The ships remained some time at New-London ; where the Ma-
cedonian’s crew were alluwed to wander at large, in hopes they
would enter the American service. Some did enlist, but not so
many as reported. As to the band, they of course, where country
was indifferent, had, from the first, preferred the victor to the van-
quished. If we except ¢ Hail Columbia’ and ¢ Yankee-doedle,"
they had no new tunes to learn ; and soon struck up as ¢ Decatur’s
march,” what they had often played as—* The battle of the Nile.’

The Macedonian- was contract-built, yet esteemed one of the
finest frigates of her class in the British mavy. ller dimensions,
both in hull and spars, will be found in Table 7.

The United States was built in Philadelphia,and launched in the
suromer of 1797, According to Mr. Clark, she cost 299,336 dollars;.
56 cents, or £67350. 14. 7. sterling. That she is equal in size te
the President, we infer from her American tennage, as given by
Cemmodore Decatur’s biographist,* agreeing with what the Com-
modere himself has since stated to be the measurement ofthat ship,.

*Analectic Magazine,



21
namely, 1440. In an official report of the secretary of the American
navy, the tonnage of the President, more accurately estimated per-
haps, is called 1444 ; and, upon applying the American rule of cast-
ing the tonnage to the President’s dimensions, 1444 is the amount
obtained. Were any argument to be drawn from the expence of
building, the fact of the United States having cost a full fourth more
than the President,* would argue that the former was the larger of
the two. ’
Although we cannot but regret that, owing to a want of skill on
our part, more execution was not done to the enemy in the action
of the Macedonian and United States, the latter’s decided super-
jority of force, affords to the Americans no reasonable cause of
exultation. By a method of caleulation peculiar to themselves,
however, the American government have considered the two ships
as equally matched ; and, agreeably to the provisions of their new

prize-act, awarded to the cenquerors, the full value of the captur-
ed frigate.

(E.) |
JAVA and CONSTITUTION.

Just put in commission and hastily manned, the Java was fitted
out to convey a governor and his staff, and a cargo of copper and
other stores to Bombay.

Previous to the ship leaving Spithead, her gallant commander
did his utmost to get exchanged, the indifferent hands with which
she was chiefly manned, for even tolerable seamen. Captain Lam-
bert’s urgent applications were, however, unheeded ; and, with a
force which, numerically considered, made her superior to most
frigates of her class, the Java was about the least efficient thirty-
eight in the service. At thistime too, the Guerriere’s loss had been
known in London upwards of seven weeks.

The action between the Java and Censtitution, was fought off
the coast of Brazil, on the 29th of December. We shall give first
the American account ofit, extracted from Mr. Clark’s hookt :

‘¢ At a quarter past one, the ship in sight proving to bean English
frigate, and being sufficiently distant from land, Commodore Bain-
bridge ordered the mainsails and reyals to be taken in, to tack ship
and stand for the enemy ; who soon bore down with an intention
of raking the Constitution, which she avoided by weaving. At 2
o’clock, I>. M. the British ship was within half-a-mile of the Consti-
tution. and to windward. She now hauled down Ler colours, ex-

AN, H. Vol. 2. p. 290. tibid.
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cept a union-jack at the mizen-mast head. This induced captain Bains
bridge to order a gun to be fired ahead of her, to make her show her
colours, It was succeeded by the whole of the Constitution’s”broadside,
Oa this, the enemy immediately hoisted colours, and rc.-tumc:! the ﬁfe.
A general action now commenced with round and grape shot. The Brit-
ish frigate kept ata much greater distance than the commodore }mhcd.
He, Liowever, could not Lring her to closer action, without exposing his
vessel to be several times raked. DBoth vessels for some time manceuvred
to obtain a position that would enable them to rake, or aveid beiug raked,
In the carly part of the engagement the wheel of the Constitution was shot
away. Commodore Bainbridge determined to <lose with the British vessel,
notwithstanding, in so doing, he should expose his ship to be several times
raked. He ordered the fore and mainsails to be set, and luffed up close
tothe enemy, in such manner that his jib-boem got foul of the Constitution’s
mizen-rigging. About 3o'clock, the head of the British vessel's bowsprit
and jib-boom,were shot away ; and, in the space of an hour, her fore-mast
was sliot away by the board, her main-top-mast jost above the eap, her
gaff and spanker-boom, and her main-mast nearly by the board.”

“ About 4 0’clock, the fire of the British vessel being completely silen-
ced, and her colours in the main rigging being down, she was supposed to
have struck. T'he courses of the Constitution were now hauled ou board,
to shoot ahead, in order to repair her rigging, which was very much cat.
'I'he British vessel was left a complete wreck. Her flag was soon after
discovered to be still flying. The Conctitution, howerer, hove-te torepair
some of herdamages. About a quarter of an hourafter,the main-mastof the
British vessel weat by the board. Ahoat three quarters ofan hour after 4,
the Constitution wore, and stood for the British vessel ;/and get close to
her athwart her bows, in a very eff>ctual position for/ raking, when she
prudently struck her flag. Had she suffered the broadside to have raked
her, her additional loss would have been extremely great ; for she lay quite
an unmanageable wreck upon the water.”

** After the British frigate struck, the Coustitution wore and reefed top-
sails.  One of the only two remaining hoats out of eight, was then hoisted
out, and lieutenant Parker, of the Canstitution, was sent to take possession
of the frigate. She proved to be his Britannic majesty’s frigate Java, rating
38, but carrying 19 guns. She was manned by upwa.ds of 400 men ; and
was commanded by captain Lawmbert, a very distinguished naval officer.
Ile was mortally wounded, The action continued, from the time the firing
commenced till the time it ceased, one hour ard 55 winutes.

¢ The Constitution had nine men killed, and 25 wounded. The Java
had 60 Lilled, and 101 certainly wounded—Dbut by a letter written on
board the Constitution, by one of the officers of the Jnva, and accidently
found, it is evident Lier loss must have been much greater.  He states itta
have been 60 killad, and !70 wounded.”

Whencver the Americans, in detailing their vaval actions, find it con=
venient ta shorten the duration of !h-:m, the word “*about™ is prefixed to
the diffeyent dates or paieds.  Licutenant Chadds’ ofiicial account, by
particularizing every material event that occurred during the action, exs
posey the artifice more compleatly then avy thing we could ofer. ,ﬂel‘ﬁ
tollows au cxtract froin his letter : '

CC R TR b ateh el W AT (e Bnis ; : of8
* At fifty minutes past one I’ M. the enemy shortened sail, upon wiich
. H i
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we bore down upon her ; at ten minutes past two, when about hald
a mile distant, she opened her fire, giving us her larboard bread-
side. which was not returned till we were close on her weather
bow. Both shins now m':.\a‘uvrerl to obtain advantageons posi-
tions, our oppmlent evidently avoiding close action, 'lml firing Ligh
to dmﬂhl-e ouar masts; in which he succeeded too well, having simt a-
way the head of our howsprit with the jib-boom, and car ranninyg
ricoing so much cut as to prevent our preserving 1‘10 weather-gage.
“ At five minutes past threc, finding the enemy’s raking fire ex-
tresnely heavy, Captain Lamb ert ordered the thp to be laid on
board, in which we should have sueceeded, had not our fore-mast
been shotaway at this moment, the remains of our bow- -Sprit pass-
inz over his taffrail ; shortly after this the main-top-mast went
I-).n ing the ship mt.:!h- unnmmgethe, with most ef our eta.l;o*ui
guns rondored ueeicsc from the wreck lying over them.”
¢ At halfpast three our gallant Ca; stain received a dangerous’
wound in the breast, and was carried below : from this time we
conld not fire more ﬂmn two or three guns until a quarter past
four, when our mizen-mast was shot away ; the ship thea fell off a
fittle, and brouzht many of our starhoard Gun% to bear: the eneiny’s
rizging was so much cut,that he could nol nowavoid shooting ahead,
wh.ch bmurrﬁt us fairly hm.ul-.ld »and broadside.  Our main _)drcl
now went in the &lmf_rc, both ships continued engaged in this man-
ner till thivty five minutes past four, we fr equently oun fire in con-
sequence of the wreck lying on the side engaged.” Our oppenent
now made sail ahcad, out of zun-shot, where he remained an houv
renairing his d:\nnﬂ"eu leaving us .m unmanageable wreck, with
only the main-mast lo('t and that tottering. hvel v exertion was
made by us during this interval te place the ship in a state to renew
the action. We succeeded in clearis v the wreck of our masts froimn
our guns,a sail was cet on the stumps of the foremast and !)onnp rif,
the weather half of the main-yard remaining aloft, the main- taels
was got forward in the hope of getting the slnp l)eiul the wmlf
our helm beingstill perfect; the effort unf'mtun:ltcl_y proved inel
tectual, from the main- -mast falling over the side, from the hm\ v
lO”II!" of the ship,whichnearly cov vered the whole of our starboard
guns.  We still waited the attack of the enemy, he now stunding
towards us for that purpose ; on his coming nearly within kail ol'us,
and {from his manwuvre perceiving he intended @ position a-head,
where he could ruke us wi t‘mut a pobqlh:hly of cur returning a shot,
1 then consulted the officers, who agreed with myself that om Ly -
ing a great part of our crew I\illefi a'nl woundad, our bowsprit and
Wi nihste cone, several guns useless, we ~hou[d not be justified
in wa-ting the lives of more of those remuining, who I hope thei
i u‘.amt)a and the country wicl think Eave bravely de fended hie
\la]vsty 3 -1np under these circumstances, however relucian y, at
filty minutes past tive, our celovrs were lm\ch m.:. the btu.. p L i
the mizen-mast, aad we were tagen ke ioa cfalittle aftyr siy

l1c- o
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by the American frigate Constitution, comrpand-ed by Cnmmodqre
Bainbridge,who, immediately after ascertaining t!ve sta.te of the slpp,
resolved on burning her, which we had the satisfaction of seeing
done, as soon as the wounded men were removed.” ;

Not, then, till after three hours and fifty minutes of determined
resistance,nor till her bow-sprit and three masts were shot out ofher,
did the British frigate surrender. 'I'he Java lost all her boats; and
so shattered was her hull, that as soon as the wounded could be re-
moved, she shared the fate of the Guerriere.

The Java lost of her proper crew, three masters’ mates, two
midshipmen, and seventeen seamen and marines, killed ; her com-
mander, master, boatswain, three midshipmen, one lieutenant of
marines, and forty five seamen and marines, and one boy, severely,
and her first lieutenant, one midshipman, thirty-one seamen
and marines, and three boys, slightly wounded ; and of passengers
and supernumeraries, four oflicers and nine seamen wounded;
total killed and wounded 124.

The Constitution had her fore and mizen-masts, main-top-mast,
top-sail yards, and several other spars, wounded by shot ; and the
greatest part of the standing-rigging very much damaged. All her
boats but one were destroyed. In her hull shealso suffered ; more,
indeed, than the Americans were willing should be known ; as be-
came evident afterwards, upon her being stripped at Bosten to
undergo repair.

She lost in the actien, ten men killed and her ecommander, fifth
lieutenant, and forty six men wounded ; four of whom, Lieutenant
Aylwin among them,died of their wounds ; total 58. The Ameri-
cans, in the published account of their loss, notice,as on former oc-
casions, the slightly wounded only.

The gallant Captain Lambert survived theloss of his ship but six
days. He was interred at St. Salvador on the 5th of January, with
military honors.

The Java mounted the usnal establishment of guns; twenty
eight long eighteens, one twelve, and sixteen thirty-two pounder
carronades; total 47. The Americans, still neglecting to speeify
the nature of the guns, have in one account given her 48; 1
another 49.

Her complement of men and boys consisted of 300. The super-
nunierary naval oflicers were, one commander, two lieutenants, une
marine-ofticer, four midshipmen, one clergyman, one assistant-
surgeon.  There werealso three wilitary oflicers on board, besides
other passengers, seme servants. and between sixty and seventy su-
pernumerary scamen and marines for ships on the East ludia sta-
tion. l..‘wufmmu_t. Chadds states her *“ ship’s-company and super-
nameraries” at 377. Commodore Bainbridge declares he paroled,
altogether,361 ; and that Umre were, in addition, nine Portuguese
qu! thrve_ passengers, w !_ncln he did net consider prisoners of war.
As igpartiality is our object, we shall take the number puroled,
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believing, at the same time, that Lientenant Chadds was correct in stating
the Java's ““ship’s-company and supernumeraries” to have been 377. By
adding the killed to the number paroled, the amount will be 353.

It is very hard, thus to be compelied to estimate as-part of our force,
that which really clogged and weakened it. The extra quantity of water
and provisions for so large a crew, and so long a voyage, would bring the
ship'sbattery nearer to the water:—what then would bethe encreased ef-
fect of the baggage of an Ilast-lundia governor aud his stalf, copper for a
seventy-four-gun ship and two sloops of war, and innumerable otherarticles
of stores, with which the Java was lumbered ?

The cheering of the Java’s wounded men, while below in the cock-pit,
proves that she had some truc-hearted Britons among Lersailors.  But,
admitting all were of that description, untaught the principles of gunnery,
how were they to prevail overanenemy, who, to great superiority of force,
added the most skiiful use of his weapons.

Lieutenant Chadds, in a second letter to Mr.Croker, says, ¢ I am sorry
to find the Americans did not behave with the same liberality towards the
crew, that the officers experienced ; on the contrary,they were pillaged
of almost every thing, and kept in irons.”

The civilities shewn to the officers by Commodore Bainbridge, had better
been with-held, than that British seamen should have been so mal-treated.
Whatever excuse may be offered for the robbery, the placing of the men in
irons must have been ordered by the commodore himself,

The armament of the Constisution, with the addition of an eightern
pounder carronade fitted upon an elevating carriage, was similar to what
she mounted in her action with the Guerriere.

At this time she had her full complement of men on board; which Lieut.
Chadds statesat 480. ““ A great proportion of these,” says one of the
Java’s lieutenants, ¢ were known to be Ilnglish ; and many of them our
prime sailors; some had belonged to the Iphigenia, others to the Guerriere;
and, [ am sorry to say, three of the Java’s entered when prisoners.” *

The Java was a French-bnilt ship ; formerly La Renommée. 'I'he frigate
captured with her, was La Néréide, now the Madagascar.  The Java’s di-
mensions will be found in the table.

The writer of the letter from which the above extract is taken, makes the
following coemparison between the masts of the Java and Constitution : ¢ It
must strike every impartial observer.in noticing how rapidly theJava’s masts
were carried away, one after the other; but it remains no longer a mystery,
when it is known the Constitation’s masts are equal to our seventy-four’s ;
and it was noticed by the officers of the Java, after theaction, that the Java’s
shot had passed through two of them ; but so little did the Americans re-
gard it,that when at St.3alvador,after the action,they did notattempt to fish
the masts for security before going to sea.”’t

Ifaving just been faveured with the perusal of the 29th volume of the
Naval Chronicle.f containing the proceedings of the Court-Martial apon
the surviving officers and crew of theJava,we are induced, notwithstapding

*Br. Nav. Chron. Vol. 29. p. 453. tIhid.

$The Packet, having on board the Halifax numbere, was captured by an Amcrican
privateer.
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the extract wircady given from the letter on service, to inzert the following
iuteresting address of Lienterant Chadds to the president of the court ;-
¢+ My public letter is before this honourable court; but being written im+
iiediztely after the action; and on board the enemy, it docs not, or incecd
could the compass of a letter, contain the whole detail of so long an actios;
and which detail therefore;l now submit to this honourable court.” 8
“ At 8 A. M.close in with the land, with wind at N. E. discovered a szil
fo the S. §. W. and another offihe entrance of St. Salvador, cast off the prige
in tow, and made all sail in chase of the vessel to leeward. At 10made the
private signal, which was not answered. At 11 hauled wp, bringing the
wind on curlarboard quarter,took in all studding-sails; prepared for action,
the stranger standing towards us under easy sail; and apparestly a large
frigate. Ata littleafter noon; when about four miles distant, <he made a
-tignal; which was kept flying about 10 minutes; when she tacked and made
¢ail fiom uvs wender all plain ail; ranning jost good full ; hauled up the
tame as the chace,bat the breczefresliening, cotld not carry our royals; we
\ere going atleast 10 knots, and gaining very fast on the chace. At 1. 30.
the loisted American colours. At 1. 50. having closed with the enemy to
2bout tvo miles, he shortened sail to his top-gallant«sails, jib, and spanker,
aed luil’d vp to the wind ; hoisted our cologrs; and put ourselves under
4 e same sail, and bore down on him, le being at this time about three
} vints ow our lee bow. At2. 10. when halfa mile distant, he opened his
4.re from the larbozrd side, and gave us about two broadsides before we
1oturncd ity which was not done till within pistel shot, on his weather bow;
vith cur starboard guns. Onthe smoke clearing away, found 'him under
all szil before the wind ; made <ail after him. At 2. 25.engaged him with
cur larboard guns; received his starboard ; at 2. 35. wore, and raked Lim
tlose under his stein, giving him the weathersgage, which he did not take :
wdvantage of,bat made sail frec on the larboard tack; 12f"d up,2nd gave him
cur starboard guns, raking, Lat rather distant ; made sail after him. At
2. 40. enemy shortened sail ; did the same, and engaged him close to-wind-
ward. At <2, 50. he wore in the smoke, and was not perceived till nearly
vound, having just lost the head -of our bowsprit, jib-boom, &ec.; Towe
in stays, in the hopes of getting round quick and preventing our being
raked, but the shlp hauga long time, and we received a heavy raking bread- ‘
sice into ourstern at abeut two calles” length distant ; gave him cur Jar-
Loard guus on falling off' ; the enemy wore immediately ; did the same.
At 255, brought Lim to close action within pistol shot (at this time the
taster was wounded and carried below ) till 8. 5., when finding the day evi-
Cently gene,from ull our rigging being cut to picces,with our fore and main-
tnasts Ladly wounded, Captain Lambert dcteimined on boarding, us ourosis
Iy hepes bere up, and should lave succeedad in laying him abircast of his
tiain cliaius, but fioin the unfertunate fall of sur forc-mast, the remains of
Car bossprit passing over kis stern and eatching Lis mizen-rigging, uhi»*..a,_
tas d great misfortune, as it brought us up to the wind, and prevented eur
1ihing hidn § whilst voder thie enemy’s stern, attempting to Loard, there
vasneta soul to be seen on Lis decks, from which circumstance 1 am s
Guced to belicwe there was a good prospect of suecess; this mar oo oy re failing
we wereleft at the mercy of the cuemy, which ke availed kimself of, woar
bagsisione o, bows rallng us, whe

e pa i A ey g

Soour min-top-nast went, and weats
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ing again at 3. 2. under our stern. At 5. 30. our gallaut captain
was mortally w nunded and carried belou frem this time till our
mizen-mast went at 4. 15. he laid on our starboard quarter, pour-
ing in a tremendous galling fire, whilst en our side we could never
get more than two or three guns to bear,and frequently none at “all.
After this we fell off, and the enemy shot ahead, which again gave us
the chance of renewing the action,which was done with good spirits,
broadside and hmdd.a\de, Java \Cl y frequently on fire from firing
through the wreck, which lay on the side engaged, till 4. 35. when
the Constitution mdde sail, and got out of gun-shot, leaving us a
perfect wreck, with our main- -mast onlv standing, and main -yard
gone in the slm s : cleared the wreLL and endeayoured to get
before the wind by setting a sail from the stump of the foremast
and bowsprit; got the main-tack forward,the weather yd-arm remain-
ing aloft ; clea-redaway the booms and got a top-gallant-mast out,
and commenced ri gging it fora jury fore-mast,and a lmver-ﬁteermg-
sail as a fore-sail, but before wecould get thisaccomplished, we were
obliged to cut away the main-mast ta prevent its falling inboard,
from the heavy rolling of the ship. The enemy bore up  to renew
the action ; made every preparation to receive him, reloaded the
guns with round and grape ; mustered at quarters and found 119
men missing, six quarter-deck gune, four fore-castle disabled, and
many of the main-deckere, with the wreck lymg over them, the hull
kiocked to pieces, and the foremast, in falling, had passed through
the fore-castle and main-decks, all our masts and bowsprit gone, the
ship maklno' water, with one pump shot awav, consulted now with
lieutenants Nerringham and l%ughanan, when it was determined to
engage him again, should he give us an opportunity of so doing
with a probabth oFdlaahlmq him, which was now our sole object,
but that it uoulc[yhe wasting lives res:stmw longer, should he re-
sume a raking position, which unfurtunately was the case, and when
close to us, and getting his bmﬂdside to beal, I struck, and hailed
him, to say we haddone so, at 5. 50. At six, she took possession of
us, and proved to be the American frigate Constitution ; the next
day 1 found our loss was 22 killed, and 102 wounded, two of whom
are since dead. The Americans allowed they had 10 kllled but dif-
fered very much about their wounded, which 1 found to be 44 se-
verely, and four mortally ; the slight w ounds I could not ascertain.’
i, D. Chadds, senior l;cuten.mt
B. Robinson, master.’

“mewm the detail stated the numberof killed and wounded on
both s:des, and as my account differs from the one in the public pa,
pers, and said to be the official reports of Commoslore B: unh:ulnv
I beg leave to state to the court, the manner in which I obtamed
this lrmwledgc Being of course anxious to discover the loss sus-
tained by the enemy, I directed Mr. Capponi, assistant qlugum to
lend his assistance in dressing their wounded ; thic he did, and re.
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perted to me the statement T have made. It having also been stated in the
papers, that the Constitution was in a short time in a condition to coms
mence a second action, I must beg to observe, that 1 do not think sncha
statement could have been authorised by Commodore Bainbridge, for her
rigging was much cut, and her masts severely wounded, so much so, as to.
ablige her to return to America, which she certainly otherwise would not
have done, for she was waiting enly_to be joined by the Essex on the coast i
of Brazil, when the further destination of this squadron, I was given toun.
derstand, was India.” ' 3

] will trouble the court with but one more remark. When the prisoners
were removed from the Java, she was set fire to, although but 12 leagies dis-
tant from St. Salvador, with moderate weather, the cause of which was, her
shattered state, and not from any fear of taking her to aneutral port, assta-
ted in Commodore Dainbridge’s letter, for he repaired to the same port with
his own ship,carrying in a valuable prize, the Eleanor schooner from Lon-
don.” ! H.D.C.

Mr. Thomas Cooke Jones, late surgeon of the Java, confirms the prece-
ding statement respecting the Constitution’s loss in the action, thus :

“TheAmericans seemed very desirous not to allow any of our officers to
witness the nature of their wounded, or compute their number. I ordered
one of my assistants, Mr Capponi, to attend,when theirassistant went round,
and he enumerated 46 who were unable to stir from their cots, independent
of the men who had received what they called “slight burts.” Cemmodore
Bainbridge was severely wounded in the right thigh, apd four of their am-
putations perished under my own inspection.” T

How the features of an action may be changed by misrepresentation! A
little added to one side, and a littie subtracted from the other, will do the
whole. Nome know better than the Americang, the value of these two 2-
vithmetical properties ; and upon the prostituted use of them, have they 1
founded all their claims to ‘“ superior skill and courage on the ocean.”

This concludes our unsuccessful frigate-actions with the Americans. We 1
shall defer entering vpon a full discussion of the relative force of the Ame-
rican forty-fours, and different classes of British ships, until ' we arriveat the.
note detailing the capture of the President. Qur statements respecting those
extraordinary frigates, wili then be gréunded upon ocular demonstration ; ‘
and, if to shame the Americans be a hopeless task, we may yet cons
vince the world, that our three frigates were captured by American ships,
in every thing but mere number of guns, superior te British sixty-fours.

)

PEACOCK and HORNET.

¥

been published.  The following particulars ave extracted from the letterof

This action was fought off Demarara. Ne British official account has: E
the American commander to his government :
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® At 3, 25, says Captain Lawrence, “in passiug each olher exchanged
broadsides within half pistol-shot. Observing the enemy in the act of wear-
ing, I bore up, and received his starboard broadside, rin him closs na
board on the starboard quarter, and kept up such a heavy and well directed
fire, that in less than fifteen minutes she surrendered, (being totally cut to
pieces,) and hoisted an ensign, union down, from his fore-rigging, as a sig-
nal of distress. Shortly alterwards her main-mast went by theboard.”

The Peacock sunk a few minutes after the action ended, carrying down
thirteen of her own crew, and three of the Hornet’s.  Four of the thirteen
afterwards gained the fore-top, and weresaved by the Hornet’s boats. Four
others took to the stern-boat, and reached Demarara in safety.

Captaiu Peake, the gallant commaunder of the brig,* was killed early in
the action. She logt, also, four seamen killed ; her master, one midship-
man, carpenter and captain’s clerk, and twently nine men, wounded ; of
whem four died after being removed ; total killed and wounded 28.

The rigging and sails of the Horaet were very much cut. One shot went
through the fore-mast; and the bowsprit was slightly injured ; but her Jull
received little orno damage. The Americans acknowledged a loss of only
two men killed, and three wounded. ?

The Peacock was originally armed like the Frolic, and other first-class
brigs ; but Captain Peake, considering that her scantling was too slight to
bear thirty-two-pounder earronades,got them exchanged for twenty-fours.
Her thirty-twos are now on board the Jasseur. With two long nines,and
a twelve-pounder carronade, the Peacock mounted ninetcen guns ; but the
Americans have added to her armament “ one four or six pounder,and two
swivels.”’

- Captain Lawrence says, ¢ I find by her quarter-bill that- her crew con-
sisted of 134 men, four of whom were absent in a prize.” Her officers posi-
tively declared, that she had only 110 in the action ; including a large pro-
portion of boys. Her complement was 121. It isnot common, inthe West
Indies particularly, for British ships of war to exceed their establishment ;
nor were there at the date of the Peacock’s action, many brigs, even on 4
~ heme-station, that could muster more than 114 menand boys. We cannot

say what nnmber of the Peacock’s crew were “on thesick-list;”” buat, ow~
ing to the length of time she had betn on a West-India station, it is pro-
bable,noue were in perfect health. How easily might Captain Lawrence,
by stating the number of prisoners he received,have fixed thePeacock’s com-
plement, beyond dispute. His reasons for preferring the ‘“‘quarter-bill,”
however, could not be mistaken.

The Hornet’sarmament was exactly double that specified in the table.
Some ef her officers said, after the action, that twenty-fours were as good
as thirty-twos ; and that, therefore,the two vessels were equally matched.

The Hornet had an officer and seven szilors absent in a prize ; bat her
complement of men is not mentioned.  We are told she mustered, on the
morning after the action, * two hundred and seveuty souls, including the
crew of the American brig Hunter, of Portiand, taken a foew days before
by the Peacock.”” Allowing this unarmed brig to have had twelve men,
and deducting from the Peacock’s crew of one hundred and fen, five men
Xilled and four escaped,will leave 167 for the crew of thellerpet; which s

“®First Lientenant of the Victorious when she took'the Rivyli
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“just the mumber she was siated lo have had in the action;
“ The Peacock,” says Captain Lawrence, ‘ was deservedly
styled one of the finest vessels of her class in the British navy. [

should judge her to be about the tonnage of the Hornet. Her

beam was greater by five inches, but her extreme length not so
great by four feet.” v _ o
Fortunately, the dimensions of our ships of war ¢an be obtained
from the Admiralty-books; with facility and cerrectness ; thereby
enabling us to refute, in'the most positive terms; the misrepresen-
tations of the Americans. None of our eighteen-gun brigs are in-
tended to exceed 38% tons. The variation of orie inch in the ex-
treme breadth; and of twelve inches in the rake of the stern-post,
will cause all the difference to be discovered between them.
"~ The dimensions of the Hornet will be found in the table. She
is a much finer vessel than the Wasp ; and sails remarkably well,
During the action between the Peacock and Hornet, L’ Espiegle
brig, of similar force to the Frolic, was lying becalmed under the
fand ofDemarara; and,thé Americans say,witnessed the engagement:
A court-martial hassince been holden at Portsmouth, on Captain
John Taylor of L’ Espiegle, at the instance of the Admiralty. A-
mong the charges preterred, was one for ** failing in his duty, when
in pursuit of the Hornet American sloop, after the capture of the
Peacock” ; and another, for “ neglecting to exercise the ship’s
company at the great guns.” Of the first, Captain Taylor was a¢-
quitted : of the latter, and some others, he was found guilty, and

dismissed theserfvice, recommended, however, owing to his former

services, ¢ to the favorable consideration of the Admiralty.”
“ Necolect to exercise the ship’s-eompany at the sreat cuns’ was
o] P ¥ g =

not eonfined to L.’ Espiegle. e Peacock had attended so little to

that, and so much to having every thing on the deck smart and
bright ; that the rotten state of the breechings, under the fine white
lining near the rings, was first discovered %y the guns breaking
loose, and wounding the men at their stations! When we con-
trast with this, the high order for fighting in which the Hornet was,
and the admirable gunnery displayed by her crew, tthe effect of
proper discipline,) we feel consored in reflecting, that the Peacock
did not encounter a ship, heracknowledged equal in force. {

Captain Lawrence took advantage of another fortunate event,that

occurred to the Hornet upen this cruize. We allude to that ship’s

challenge to the Bonne Citoyenre, and its non-acceptance. Conr
modore Bainbridge, in his public letter, says, ¢ The Bonne Citoy-

enne is a larger vessel, and of greater force in guns and men, than
the Hornet ; and | consider the refusal of Captain Greene to meet

the Hornet, as a victory gained by the latter vessel.”

The tact was this. 'i:h(‘. Bonne Citoyenne was lying in St. Salya-
dor, with half a million sterling, in specie,on board; which she had
brought from Rio-de-la Plaia ; and with which she would
proceed to Koglind, the moment kher cemmander was assur-

:
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¢d, that the Constitution and Hornet were away from the coast.

The three ships were lying in harliour together ; and the nature
of the Bonne Citoyenne’s cargo, was perfectly understood by the
Awerican merchanis (of which the consul was one) at St.Salvador.
The officers also must have known, that it was impossible for Capt.
Greeune to land the specie, and neglect the service upon which he’
was expressly ordered, to gratify Commodore Bainbridge with the
sight of an engagement hetween the two sloops, The American
commanders, however, guessed, shrewdly enough, what fame they
should acquire, at home, by making the experiment. '

Mv. Hill, the American consul, had always been notoriously hos-
tile to the British; and that he should be ungenerous enough to re-
duce a British officerto the necessity of refusing,under any circum-
stances, to meet a ship of his own class, created no surprise what-
ever. But who could expect tliat two national officers, aware of
the delicate situation in which a brother-officer, though a political
enemy, was placed, iwould have urged the unhandsome request ;
much less, have triuimnphed over the answer, which they knew it was
his duty to return. :

. Captain Lawrence’s boast of the Hornet having blockaded the
Bonne Ciloyenne, and a packet, until the Montague 74 chaced her
off, soumded very well, no doubt, in the ears of his countrymen ;
but what assurance had Captain Greene that the Constitution was
not cruizing in the offing. = The Bonne Citoyenne would have been
a rich prize, indeed ; and her commmander most justly laughed at,
had he become the dupe of so shallow an artifice. ] .
~ The two vessels were equally matched. 'The British ship mount-
ed the same number of carronades as the American, and two long
sixes instead of twelves. She had about twenty five men less than
the lornet ; but her crew /ad been exercised at the guns ; were
well disposed ; and commanded by a gallant officer.

Without making the unpleasant avowal, that his government had
upon this occasion reduced the vessel he commanded, from a2 King’s
cruizer to a merchant-ship, Captain Greene transmits, through the
hands of Mr. Frederick Landeman, the British consul, a very pro-
per reply. to thechallenge ; wherein he says, “ T am equally con-
vinced that Commodore Bainbridge could notswerve so much from
the paramount duty heé owes to his country, as tobetore an inactive
spectator, and see a ship belonging to the very squadron under his
orders fall into the hands ofan enemy. This reason operates pow-
erfully on my mind for not ezposing the Bonne Citoyenne to a risk,
upon terms so manifestly disadvantageous as those proposed by
Commodore Bainbridge ; indeed, nothing could give me greater
sdtisfaction than complying with the wishes of Captain La“'r?n-:'? i
and I earnestly hope that chance will afford him an opportunity ot
mgeling the Bonne Citoyenne underdifferent circmstances, to ena-
ble hi“; to distinguigh ],.i[“gelfi{,! the manpneay he is now so desirous
- ofdoing,” 185 v : Y i
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DOMINICA and DECATUR, priv.

Carried by boarding, after a desperate resistance of one hour. Though
nearly double in numbers, the hoarders were twice repulsed. When,at last;
they did succeed in gettinieupon the Dominica’s deck, her gallant little
band struggled hard with them for several minutes. The following is ex-
tracted from the enemy’s detail of the action :

“The Dominica not being able to disengage herself, dropped alongside !
and it was in this position that Captain Dirdn ordered his whole crew to
board, armed with pistols; sabres, &c. which order was executed with the
promptness of lightning. Ftrc-arms now became useless, and the crews
were fighting, hand to hand, with cutlasses, and throwing cold shot ; when,
the captain of the enemy and the principal officers being killed, the deck
covered with dead and woeunded, the English colours were hauled down by
the congyuerors.” ' .

¢ The surviviag officers of the Dominica, atiribute the loss of their ves-
gel to the superior skill of the Decatur’s crew in the use of musketry, and
the masterly manceuvring of that vessel, by which the Dominica’s carriage-
guns were rendered nearly useless.” , : oAt

¢ Lieutenant Barretté "was a young man of not more than 25 years of
age. He had beenwounded early in the action by two musket-balls in the
left arm; but he fought till the last moment, refusing to surrenderhff".»
sel, although urged by the few survivors of his crew to do so, declaring
his determination not to survive herloss. One of the Decatur’s lientenants
teceived a severe sabre-wound in the hand from him, a few minutes before
he fell.” s

“Captain Diron is a Frenchman, a1id most of the officers and crew of
vessel are his countrymen.” ‘ el o

¢ The erew of the Dominica, with the exception of eight or ten beys,
were fine-looking young men. Among the boys is a small one, not eleven
years old, who was twice wounded, while contending for victory upon her
deck.”

Here was a promising sprout ! —Will any one say this litile fellew was
not fitter for throwing dumps, thun ** cold shot”? Yet the Dominica had
eight or nine more, of nearly the same age ; and not a ship in the nayy, but
has too great a proportion of them. ¥ o

The Deminica lost thirteen killed, aud forty seven wounded ; total 60.
Among the number, were nearly the whole of her officers. The Decatur
lost four killed, and sixteen wounded, total 20.

It appears that the King’s packet, Princess Charlotte, which had sailed
from St. Thomas, under convoy of the Dominica, remaived an inactive
spe ctator of the bloody combat. N

T'he British officers and crew are, in this action, allowed credit for their
gallantry ; but Americans neither fought the battle, nor penned the

couut. [Itis ouly because the privateer's flag was American, that thea
appears in these pages. !
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BOXER and ENTERPRISE.

This was a well-contested action of forty five minutes ; fought close ig-
shore, upon the eastern coast of the United States. The British command-
er fell by the first broadside : and the Boxer’s main-top-mast was shot away
soon afterwards. -

The Enterprise, by her very superior sailing, and the loss of her adver-
sary’s mast, was enabled to obtain, in fifteen minutes after the firing com-
menced, a raking position on the Boxer’s bow ; and which position she
maintained thropghout the action ; using her buck-shot and langridge
with destructive effect.

Singular indeed it would be, were an American account of a battle,
free from some bombastical excressions. From the ¢ particulars™ of this
action, forwarded to a newspaper-editor by the American officers, we select
the following :

. ** We manccuvred to-windward until 2 P. M. to try our sailing with the
enemy, and ascertain his force. At 3 P. M. tacked and bore up for the
enemy, taking him to be one of H. M’s brigs of the largest size.” :

The American, then, mancuvred to ascertain, not if the Boxer was too
strong for him, but whether or not she was sufficiently superior in size and
force to be worth engaging ; and it was only on ‘“taking her to be one of
H. M’s brigs of the largest size,” that this valiant foe determined upon the
assault.—Well said, Hector!

The Boxer was much cet upin hull and spars. She lost her gallant
commander, Captain Samuel Blyth, and three men, killed ; four mortally
wounded, and thirteen severely and slightly ; total 21.

The Enterprise suffered a good deal in spars and rigging ;* and in her
hull likewise, although not admitted. She lost one man killed ; her
commander, whowas a brave officer, a midshipman, and one seaman mor-
tally, and ten ethers severely, wounded ; total 14. " The three mortally
wounded died a few hours after theaction. Of those with  slight hurts”
we have no acceunt : they probably amounted (o six or seven, at least.

The Boxer, when she first arrived on the North-American station, had ten
eighteen-pounder earronades, and two sixes ; but she obtained two addi-
tiomal eighteens at Halifax, No yessel in the service below a first-class
brig, carries a boat-carronade ; consequently, fourteen were all the guns
ihe Boxer mounted.

Guao-brigs are allowed but one lieutenant, a master’s mate, and two mid-
shipmen. The Boxer’s surgeon, the two midshipmen, and cight sailors
were absent ; which reduced her complement of men and boys to 66. On
zhe death of her commander, the want of officers was most sensibly felt.

The prisoners received from the Boxer, including the four mortally
sveunded, amounted to sixty two ; which, added to the feur killed, at once
ascertained her complement.  The first American account, however, was,
that che loft St John with ¢ 115 picked men ;7 of which 104 were in the
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action; herkilled, estimated at forty two, having becn all, excepi
four, “ hove overboard.” : ]
Commodore Hull condescended ta go on board the prize,tocount
her hammocks ; and finding ninety,* writes Commodore Bainbridge,
that he has “ no daoubt she had 100 men on board’ ; at the same
time adds, ¢ we find it impossible to get at the number killed.”
Lieutenant M‘Call, who writes the official letter, is a little bolder
on that peint. He says,—¢ 1t appears there were between twenty
and twenty five killed, and fourteen wounded.” This fixed the
Boxer’s complement at 84 ; and so it would kave remained, had
not a provoking ¢ gentleman of the first respectability from Port.
land” furnished the editor of the Newbury-port Herald, with a
correct account of the DBoxer’s guns, men, tonnage, and loss in
the action. £
‘The Enterprise mounted two eighteen- pounder carronades more
than the Boxer; ared nines instead of sixes. Lt has been ascerted
that her carronades were French; which would encrease the calibre
one eighth; but we cannot depend upo.: the information. '
As to her complement of mien in the action, it has been variously
stated in the American papers, from 102 up to 125. The N‘autilusi
taken at the first of the war, had 106 ; Vixenaf 14 guns, 130 ; Viper
of 12 guns, 93; Rattlesnake and Syren of 16 guns each, 131 and IS,
We have therefore no seruple in fixing the Enterprise’serew at 125;
and these, as usual, were picked seamen, with scarce a boy among
them. She had two lieutenant: hesides her commander ; the same
as our eighteen-gun brigs. il
Between the two vessels,considered as ships of war, a far greater
disparity existed, than between the numbers of their crews. Of
all classes of his Majesty’s ships, none surely are so truly worthless,
as the gun-brigs.  In poiut of sailing, the dullest merchantmen
are their equals ; and asto means of defence,they are literally with-
out bulwarks to shelter the men, even from musketry. The Boxer
had one timber between each port ; the intermediate space consist- °
ing of inch and a quarter board } :
Commodore Hull, in his letter to Commodore Bainbridge, ex-
pressed himself mightily pleased with the * quarters”of the Box-
er; and the way in which she was ¢ fitted up.” Who would
believe the navzl commander alluded solely to her state-rooms,
and the accommodations for her officers 2 His praises would have
applied just as well to a Rhode-Island packet. When a British
ofticer speaks of a ship’s quarters, he contemplates room for fight-
ing her guns, and height and stoutness of bulwarks ; but perhaps
the commodore, as in his description of the Guerriere, preferred
ambiguity to precision. : y
The Enterprise, although nota first-rate sailer among American’
ships, had been chaced, in vain, by several of our fiigates; and once,

*In cur service, the boatswain is usually allowed two for each man.
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when in tompany with the Rattlesnake, by the Morgunn, ship-sloop, of
sixteen twenty-four-pounder carrornades, and two long twelves.

The bulwarks of the Euterprise are equal in thickness, and far superior
in compactuess, to thosc of our first-elass brigs. She had been a schooner;
but, soonafter the deciaration of war, was cut in two, lengthened, and cou-
verted to a brig. Not baving the dimensions of the Enterprise’s mast: and
yards, those of the Nautilus (now the Iimulous) may serve for comparison
with the Boxer's. They will be found ia the table of dimensions.

T'he court-martial that sat upon the surviving otficers and crew of the
Doxer, were of opinion, that her cupture was attributible ** to a superiority
of the enemy’s force, principally in the number of men; as well as to a
greater degree of skill ia the dire&ion of ber fire, and the destructive effscts of
her first broadside.”

We regret to observe, that the sentence pointédly charges a quarter-mas-
ter, doing duty as master’s mate, and three seamen, with “deserting their
euarters daring the action.’

The editor of the * Naval History of the U. 8.” deelares, * thc Boxer

was in every respect supenor to the Knterprise ;" and when ke treats upon
the “* loss of theBritish in vessels,” aund the *‘comparative lossin killed and
weunded,” places opposite to the Boxer’s name, ‘ guns mounted 187—
- % British loss 39.” In a subsequent page, Mr Clark introduces a list of
British vessels captured, extracted from Nile's Weekly Register.”  There
our tisibility is excited, by readiog, ¢ His Majesty’s fine brig of war
Boxer, of 18 guns. 4 Where shall we find so goud 2 satireupon the Boxe |,
and her late sister Graces ?

The American government, appear to have more justly appreciated the
character of the prize ; being contented with retaiming her vame ouly, a-
mong the natienal vessels. When the Boxer was put up at auction, her
clumpish appearance caused several to exclaim,—¢ Whatagrand cargo she' i‘
slow-—she would make a grand company Leepms' vessel, in‘a fieet of sol
liers."—~Here are qualities for one of his majesty’s sloops of war !

P ———————— — .

(I)

LAKE-ERIE ACTION.

The command of the British squadron on Lake-lrie had been refuzed b
Captain Mulcaster, on account of the excecdingly bad equipin=nt ol th-
¥essels,  Captain Barclay was then dprwnltEd angd, with a ligutenant,
suigeon, and nineteen rqected seamen of thi Outmio sth_lrvn, h_ mnh 1
%is command in June 1813,

Vol d p.oer2s ' i ) o s &
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Subsequently, fifty three seamen of the Dover troop-ship, were
sent to him ; but then he had net more than one hundred and fifty
British seamen distributed/among his six vessels ; the rest of the
men being Canadians andeoldiers.

The Detroit, the British flag-ship, had been lately launched ;
and to arm her, it became necessary to strip a meighbouring fort di
its guns. Remoteness of situation, and difficulties of carriage, al-
most insuperable, now that the Americans had got the ascenda
on the lake, may afford some pretext for the half-equipped, deplor-
ably-manned state ofthe British squadron. But had not thirteen
months elapsed, since ministers were in possession of the American
declaration of war ? : | ?

The fleet of the Americans, as they themselves informed us, was
¢quipped in the most complete manner.  Drafis of picked seumen
from the ships on the sea-hoard,were continually-marching toLake-
Erie ; and riflemen, in abundance, were-easily procured from the
country on its borders. ‘ '

In short, the American ships possessed all tife advantages of a
home -station ; while ours were many thousand miles from home ;
shut up inwaters nearly surrounded by hostile 'shores ; from which
there was no retreat ; and to whieh o suceour couldarrive.

On the ninth of September, Captain Barclay was lying in Am-
herstburg with his little squadyon, anxiously waiting the arrival of
a promised supply of seamen. So perfectly destitute of provisions
was the post, that there was not ‘a day’s flour in store; and the
crews were then on half-allawance of many things. TImpelled by
dread of famine, the fleet sailed oat, to risk a battle with the Ameri-
can squadron, then cruizivg off the port. :

At day-light the next morning,the enemy was discovered to lee-
ward. Captain Barclay bore up for him ; but unfertunately, the
wind suddenly <hifted, and brought the American ships diveetly to-
windard.

At twelve o’clock, the Detroit eommenced firing. At a quarter
past twelve, the Lawrence, bearing Commodore Perry’s flag, sup-
perted by the Ariel and Scorpion, came to. close action with her.
The Niagara, supported aiso by two schooners, engaged the Queen
Charlotte ; keeping so far to-windward, as to render the latter’s
twenty-four-pounder carronades entirely useless.

The action between the. Detroit, and the Lawrence, Ariel and
Scorpion, continued with, great fury for-two hours and a quarter,
when the Lawrence dropped astern ; and soon afterwards struck.

Previous to the surrender of the Lawrence, Commodore Perry
Yaft her, and proceeded on board the Niagara ; then.penfect]y fresh,
from having remained so far to windward. The Detroit was now
- wpeirfect wreck, prineipally from the fire of the long thirty-twosand

twen‘t_v-fou:'s on board the schooners ; and, in attem ting to wear,
she fell on board the Queen Charlotte., 'The Lady Frev_ost, armed
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with twelve-pounder corronades, wus far to-leeward, with her rud-
derinjured. 'Theother three vessels, owing to their size and arm-
ament, are scarcely worth noticing.

« The weather- -gage,” says Captam Barclay, ¢ gave the enem
a prodigious advantage, as it enabled them not on]y to choose their
position, but their distance also ; which they did in such a manner
as to prevent the carronades of the Quecen Charlotte and Lady
Prevest from having much effect ; while their long guns did great
execution, paluculal ly against the Queen Charlotte.”

The Detroit and Hunte; had no less.than four different calibres
among their guns ; which were all on one deck. These guns were
ta be supplied with proper shot, and levelled at the enemy, by ba-
nadians and soldiers, tolaily unacquainted with such service ;
the few seamen dispersed among the fleet, having sufficient employ-
ment in trimming sails, and manceuvring the vessels. Never be-
fore, surely, did a British equadron go into battle, so mlserab]y fit-
ted out as Captain Barclay’s !

The Detroit lost her ﬁrst licutenant, 1.|lled her gallant com-
mnndnr, and the purser, Mr. Hoﬁ'me:ster, (who vn]unteeredlns ser-
vices on deek,) dahgerously wounded. The Queen Charlotte, her
commander, kllled ; Ter first lieutenant severely, and a midship-
man, slightly wounded. The Lady Prevost, her commander and
firat llethennnt severely wounded. The l!untw Ler commander
severaly, and a midshipman, slightly wounded ; and the C h:pp
va, her commander slightly wounded. A lieutenant of the R toyal
Newfoundiand regiment,also,was killed in the action. There were,

exclusive of officers, thirty- Cl'nt men killed, and eighty five men
wounded. Total, killed and wounded 135.

All the prmc:p'\l officers and their \secm}ds were,it appears,either
killed or wounded ; and many of thém, a"lym the action. Here
must have heen encreased confusion, among ships so wretchedly
manned. Yet the few British seamen behaved with their usual in--
trepidity ; and the troops, with calmness and courage.

Laptam Bar¢lay had previously lost one arm in the service of his
coentry. ‘The other arm was now completely disabled ; a part of
his thigh cut away by a cannon-shot ; and he had five other wounds

in different parts of his body.

On board the enemy’s brig,the Lawrence, a lieutenant of murines
and a midshipman, were lnlled ihe first lientenant and pu raer
wounded ; total, killed and woundeﬂ 83. The Niagara and other

vessels los! alt(wether, in killed and w sunded, accmduw to the
American returnc 40 ; making a total of 123 ; only twelve less
than ours, notw 1thsh‘1dmo‘t ie immense disparity of {orce.

The Detroit mounted two twenty-fours, one eighteen, six twalves,
and eight nines, long guns; and one twenty-fonrand oue gighteen
pounder carronade ; total 19. We have cn'md..l. d Lh‘t— ]ono
eiahtecn es 2 shifting gun ; :md included it in the broudeide.
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The Qaeen Chariotie mounted three long twelves, and feurieen twinfys
f_ onr-pounder carronades. One long twelve we have considered as shifting.
- The Lady Prevost mounted three long nines, and ten twelve-pounder car-
ronades ; one long nine consideredas shifting. The Hunter mounted two
sixes, four fours, twotwos, long guns; and two twelve-ponnder carronaides,
‘The other two vessels maunted the same as specified in the table ; their
guns being all fought upon the breadside. 5 ;
“The Lawrence and Niagara mounted exactly double the armament spe-
ctfied in the table. The guns of the seven remaining American vessels, tra-
versed vpon pivot-carriages, so as to be fought on either broadside ; and
therefore, like the Little Delt and Chippeva’s, appear wholly in the table,

'TheBritish fleet consisting partly of shipe, and the Americar of only brigs
and schoeners, may give rise to an epinion, that the former were superior
in cize. Sofarfrom it,theTawrence and Niagara,were each forty tens larger
than the Detroit ; the largest vessel in our fleet.  Of what size American
schooners, or even-gun-beate, frequently are, will appear by a reference te
the table of dimensiens '

This being an action between more than two vessels, the united tonnage
en each side is, however, of little consequerce. Nor dees the relative
rumerical force in men, afford a true estimate of force ; as the bulk of
the Dritish crews consisted of p2rions ¢ totally unacquainted with such;
service.” In both loag guns and carronades, the Americans had a de-.
cided adrantage in the superiority of individualcalibre ; supposing even the
gross weight of metal on each side, to have heen the same. Dut, instead
of that, an excess actoally appears on the American side, of Two to oxe.

Commodore Perry begins his first official letter in the style of Nelson 3
“ Ithas pleased the Almighty to give to the arms of theUnited States, a
signal victory over their enemies on this lake.” - His second letter, which
iy very artfully drawn up, details the action. He says, * Finding their
fire very destructive owing to their long guns, and its being mostly directed
at the Lawrence, [ made sail, and directed the other vessels to follow, for
the purpose of clesing with the enemy.”?

Would any one frem the foregoing statement infer, that, heyand three
twelves, a few nires, sixes, fours, and fwes, no ** long guns” were on board
any British vessel but the Detroit ; that she carried only three long guns (twe.
cighteens and one twonty-four) which were heavier than a twelve-paunder;
~ and that Commadere Perry’s own sqquadron fonght in broadside. three long
thirtv-twos,and five lang twenty-fours i Are we not compelled to say, that
this ¢* modest” American ecommander, has hare heen guilty of a gross mis-
representation ! :

The commodore admits the Lawrence struck her flag after he left her;
and adds, ¢ But the enemy was notable to take possession of her, and cir-
camstances soon permitted her fing again to he heoisted.™

Intransmitting ““astatement of the relative force of the contending fleets,”
the commodore is quite satisfied with enunerating the guns on each side.
it was palpably evident, that 63 was a higher number than 54 ; and the
Ameriezn comimander had no doabt fully asecrtained, by his skili in figures,
that ha shr.)ui.l obtain a much less favourable result, were he to particular:
ize the calibre.  Suppose a British vassel, armed with ten guns, /wwo-poun=
ders, had b22a catared by an Amozrican vessel, armed, like the SnorEiOfﬂ:.
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with two guns en pivots ; and those a long thirty-twe and twenty-fours
pounder. According to Commodore Perry’s mode of estimating force, the
former would be superior to the latter asb to 1 ; when, in reality, the su=
periority of force would be on the opposite side, in the same proportion.

A book has just been put into our hands, published at New-York, by
“ John Low,” entitled, *“an impartial and correct history of the war, &c,
—carefully compiled from official documents.” We are no longer unable
to comprehend the meaning of a passage in the ¢ eriticism,” ushering iato
netice the ** Naxal History of the U. 8.7 which passage runs thus : It
(the N. II.) deals notin set, wholesale panegyric, overloads its various sub-
jects with mo fulsome flattery, norstoops to worm its way info the favour
of the country by adulation of its heroes,—adulation which the fame of
such gallant men stands not innecd of, and from which theirgood sense and
spirit weuld recoil with disgust.” '

Wedo pronounce Mr. Clark's woik, a far more modest performance than
Mr.Low’s ; nor can we give a prettier specimen of the latter, than in citing
the auther’s remarks upon the Lake-Erie victory :—*¢ Hitherto we have
seen the encmy beaten, ship to ship, but now we were to witness them fleet
to fleet ;: and a more decisive or splendid victory was never achieved. Com~
pared with this, 211 former naval victories lose their splendour; ecven the
great Nelson, were healive, must rank below Perry.—Nelson never cap-
tured an entire fleet ; Perry has, and that with a fleet inferior in size, weight
of metal, and number of men.”*

We have often besn told, that the natives of New-England were agrave;
sober, 2nd picus people ; and rather friendly, than otherwise, to the Dritish
nation. :
~ Were a souihern democrat to persist in a flagrant falsehood against the
British, thebest excuse that could be offered for him, would be, a constitu-
fional warmth. am ardent zeal in whatever he undertook, the effects of the
climate under whicl he lived. Were a cool, dispassionate Boston-federalisé
t> commit a similar offence, what would be his excuse ?

Individoal declamation we should scorn te mnotice, but have not the
¢ citizens of Boston,” by a vote unastmonsly given, caused to be engraved
oa tablets of silver, that * A very suverior Beirisn rorcr oN Lake-Frig,
wis ExTIRELY sveoved ny Cowmopore O. H.Prerry.”? To their dis-
arace, as moral characters, the Bosten citizens have doneso ; even when
the force of the Dritish squadron, in men and guns, aad every other par-
ticular attending the actien, were fully in their possession.

(k)

EPERVIER and PEACOCK.-

The LEpervier was driven on shore in Halifax-harbour, in th« gale of the
12th of November, 1813 ; and, owing fo se many chips-of war of higher

TFow's Mist, of the war- p. 116.
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rates than lierselfhaving also suffered upen that eccasion, remained
some months unrepnireg. In the mean time, most of her men weré
drafted into other ships ; and she had afterwards to take for a erew,;
foreignere,tonvalescenits from thé hospital, artd refuse of every kind.
With a complement, so made 1p, amounting to eighty six officers,
seawen and marines, and sixteen boys, the Epervier left Halifax,
éarly in March, for Jamaica. AR

o British official account of this action having been published,
we are again compelled to rely for information, chiefly upon the
statement of the Americans. _ ;

In her way back to Halifak, with 120,000 dollars, in specie, oni
board, in lat. 27° 47’ N. long. 86° 9’W., the Epervier encountered
the U. &, ship Peacock.  An action ensued, which lasted, accord-
ing to Captain Warrington’s letter, forty two mintites ; when the
Epervier, having five feet wdter in the hold, her main-top-mast o:
ver theside, main-boom shot away;fore-mast cut néarly in two, and
tottering, fore-riggzing and stays cut away, bowsprit badly wounded;
and forty five shot-heles in her hull, tsenty of which were withina
foot of her water-line, surrendered. £ _ i

Many of theEpervier’s erew, in proofof their worthless charaetet,
beliaved; during the action, in a coward!y manner; and, asif that
was not enough to ensure defeat, with a ship even of equal force,
the bolts connecting the carronade-slides to the side of the vessel,
drew, 1t is said, as soon as the zuns were fired ! Could this fatal ac-
cident have happened; had a few shot, by way of exercise; been pre-
vicusly fired ? Another misfortune attended the Epervier. A want
of unanimity existed, where the utmost harmony should have pre+
vailed,—between the commander and his officers. :

The Epervier lost, according to theAmerican account, eight men
killed, and fifteen wounded, (partly,no doubt, by the breaking loose
of the guns,) total, 23. Ameng the latter, was her first Lieutenant;
d brave and good ofiicer, whose left arm was amputated.

Considering the state of the Epervier's guns; alone, we cannot
be surprised, mnuch as we may regret, that hev opponent escaped, by
Captain Warrington’s account, in the manner she did.  “ Thig”
(the disabling of'a fere-yard,) says he, « with a few top-mast and
top-gallant back-stays cut away, and a few shot through our sails,
is the only injury the Peacock has sustained.  Not a round shot
totrcched our hull ; our masts and spars are as sound as ever.—In
addition,we find,two of thePeacock’s men were “slightly wounded™!

'T'he Epervier mounted originally the samec as the Frolic; but
Captain Wales got exchonged at Halifax, her two long sixes and
boat-gun, for two eighteen-pounder carronades. The American
prize-master called the whele ¢ eighteen thirty-two pounder car-
mm:dn.;“ and the newspaper-editors added two long gans. .

Janaica is not celebrated for augmenting the complements of
ships . hut we believe the Epervier bad as many passengers o
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board, as made her's amount (0 109. Passengers, if not attacled
to the service, are invariably anincumbrance to aship in action.
To prevent cavilling, however, we shall continue to estimate them
as part of the complement.

Double the guns specified in the table, composed the armament
of the Peacock.  As toher complement of men having been upwards
of 182, we have that confirmed by persons subsequently captured
by her. We believe the complement of this class of vegsels is 171 ;
but American commanders are allowed to take on board, supernu-
meraries ; the number of which depends more, we understand, up-
on the captain’s industry in procuring them, and the character of
the ship for sailing, thun upon any express order from the navy-
b.o'a"dg $ie

A patriotic writer from Savannah, into which port the prize was
garried, furnished a newspaper-editor with  the dimensions of the
two vessels.” By measuring {rom the head to the taff-rail, he makes
the Epervier’s ¢ length 107 feet.”  For her ¢ hreadth 32 feet,”
be must have extended his line bevond each main-chain. Hez
*depth 14 feet,” we presunie he guessed at. With these figures be-
fore hip, he makes her, “ tons 467-75-95ihs.”? The gentleman
was aware of the advantage ofadding fractions tohisestimate. The
Peacock, he appears to haye measured.on deck ; and,deducting the
odd inches,states her to be n ““Jength 118 feet.””* He contracts
Jier breadth (according to the American plan of measurement) ene
footexactly, calling it the same as the Epervier’s, 32. Her depth
‘e alsomakesthe same; and states herto be ¢ 500 tons ;” whigh,
as her American measurement, is correct enough. -

This flattering item of news,spread like wild-fire through all the
papers,from Georgia to Maine, . What was a diffsrence 0of 42 tons ?

Without answering for the stretching qualities which the Eper-
vier might have acquired under her new masters, her dimensions,
precisely as they svere when slie quitted our service, will be found
in Table 7. Her American tonnage, instead of 467-75-9) tons,was
only 344-50-95ths ; as Captain Warrington’s carpenter,could have
informed the Savannah scribbler. _ :

‘As by 1he capture of the President,we gained a knowledge of'the
American fortv-four’s, so the capture of the Frolic-corvette-has ac-
quainted us, thoroughly, with Mr. Madisen s new cight_eenqgun
sloops. R it il

The Frolic, Wasp, Peacock; Argus, (burnt atWashington,) Lrie,
and Ontario, were built,we understand, from the same mode!} ; and
measure within a tofi or two of each other. s

T'Be Frolic-corvette, has eleven ports and a bridle oneach side;
yrith bulwarks as thickas a 32-gun frigate’s, and much betier filled
pp. ller beams are stouter than those ofa 38-gun frigate, The

*The Frelic's deck is 118 feet, 9 inches
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size of the Peacock’s spars, and the immense advaniage which mévines i
her tops must have over those stationed in a brig’s tops, will appear, at
once, by a reference to the Frolic’s dimensions, as given in the table.

The Epervier's first crnize in the American service proved fatal to her.
1t is conjectured, she foundered at sea; becoming the grave, unforturately,
of ebout one hundred and fifty souls.

(L
BALLAHOU and PERRY, priv.

This wasan action of one hour. In some of the American papers it
ras stated, that the Ballahou had only two guns mounted ; the others,
owing te bad weather, having been placed in the hold. The loss on either
side is not accurately kmown. :

American privateers of 5 or 7 guns, one ona pivot, (generally a long
eighteen or twenty-four-pounder,) are far superior vessels, to such as we
arm with 12 or 14 guns.

The Harlequin schooner, of which the dimensions are given in the table,
mounted ten long twelves; with sights to every gun ; and had a comple:
ment of 115 men. Her bulwarks were a trifle stouter, and four inches high-
er, than those of our first-class brigs. 'What schooner have we ever had in -
the serviee, of half the Harlequin’s foree 2—The Mammeoth, and seme others
in America, are stated to be larger than she is.

(M)
REINDEEY and WASP, (9).

‘This action was fought in lat. 48° 36" N.long. 11° 12 W. No Britich
aflicial account has beeu published. Mr. Low, the American war-histori-
_ ‘an, says, ¢ the action ccmmenced at twenty six minutes after 3 P. M. ard
at forty five minutes past 3, the enemy was carried by boarding.””#* Another
American account, states the action to have lasted ¢ forty minutes ;” and
we know, that during fifteen minutes, the two vessels were engaged, yard*
arm and yard-arm. ¢ For the short time it lasted,” says Mr. Low, *‘the
action was severe ; and both vessels and crews suffered censiderably. The
loss on board the Wausp was principally occasioned by repelling the enemy
in two attampts which e made to beard.”*

*Low's Hist, of the war, p. 261,
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A action close as this was, gave full scope toAmerican rifles, langridge,
swanand star-shot, iron bolts, and dismantling artillery of every sort. The
Reindeer soon became a perfect wreck in hull and rigging ; so much so, that
thc Americans were compelled to destroy her the next morning.

The brig lost her commander, purser, and twenty ene petty officers, sea-
men and marines, killed ; ten dangerously, seventeen severely, and fifteen
slightly, wounded ; total 75. Among the wounded, was every individual
officer on board ; and she was actually surrendered by the captain’s clerk,
no higher cfficer being in a state to perform the melancholy task.

_Captain Manners received as many a¢ seventeen wounds.—The calves
of his legs were shot away early in the action ; yet did he keep the deck,
encouraging his crew, and amimating by his example the few officers that
were on board. A shot now passed through both his thighs. He fell on
his knees ; but quickly sprung up, and though bleeding profusely, resolute-
Iy refused to quit the deck.  Perceiving the dreadful slaughter which the
musketry in the enemy’s tops was causing, he called out to his men, ‘¢ Fol-
low me, my boys, we must board them.” = While climbing into the rigging,
two balls from the tops penetrated his skull, and came out beneath his chin.
Placing one hand on his forehead, the other convulsively brandishing his
sword, be exclaimed,—* O God !”"—and dropped lifeless on his own deck.

“ Tolive with fame :
The gods allow to many ; but to die
With equal Instre, is a blessing Heaven
Selects from all the choicest lvoons of fate,
And with a sparing hand on few bestows.”
; Glover,

One of the Reindeer’s men was wounded in the head by a ramrod; which
required to be sawed off close to the skull, before it could be extraeted.
The man happily recovered. Afier receiving this desperate wound, be, al-
so, refused to go below ; saying to those who begged him to leave his gun,
“Jfall the wounded of the Reindecer were as able to fight as [ am, we
sheuld soon make the Americans strike.” 7

Is it not singular, that the official account of an action so_truly heroic,
so highly honourable to the British character, as that of the Reindeer and
Wasp, should not have been deemed worthy a place in the Royal Gazette 2

% Six round shot,” says the American account, ¢ struck the hull of the
Wasp : a twenty-four-pounder shot passed through the fore-mast; an‘d a
eonsiderable number of grape, struck, but did not penetrate, her side.”” Two
of her carronades, also, were disabled.

The same acconnt admits, that she lost five killed, and twenty ene wouhd-
el ; total 26. “ Elight hurts,” as usual, not reckoned, : . i

Ia short, the injary the Wasp sustained, sent her to L’ Orient ; where she
arrived on the Sth of July. She remained inthat port, repairing her dam-
ages, and replenishing her crew, until the 27th of August, a peried of se«
ven weeks ; when she again sailed on a cruize. Ty :

Her eommander, Captain Blakely, has been described fo us 23 an hon-
orable man, and a good officer.  Heow much his character quﬂ'd have riscn
in onr sstimation, had he bestowed a few words upon the suﬁf:rmgs and be-
baviour of his gailant adversary. : ' : ‘

The Reindzer origimally garriad thirfy-'fw'D-PDHILI-?F carronades ; buf,

{
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having lost them in a gale, and being weak from age, (built of fir,
in 1804,) they were replaced by the twenty-fours she had iu the ac-
tion. : -
Her complement consisted of 123 men and boys ; but hier second
licutenant, a midshipman, and five seamen. being ahsent, she bad,
on commencing the action, only ninety eight men, and twenty boys ;
total 118.

The Americans, to enhanee their victory, styled her crew “Ipick-
ed men.”—DPicked crews are not known in our navy ; but the Rein-
deer’s men, by having served seme years, and being under the com-
mand, not of a tyrannical officer, but of one, who was ¢ the idol and
delight of his ship’s company,” were what Britons, we trust, will
ever be, an ever-match for an equal number of any menon earth.

The armament ofthe Wasp was the same as the Peacock’s ; with
the addition of a twelve-pounder carronade, fitted upon an elevat-
ing carriage. [fer crew consisted of 175, selected in the usual man-
ner ; including 26 marincs, whe, ctationed in the tops, committed
with their rifles, dreadful havock among the Reindeer’s officers and
men ; at the two boarding-attempts particularly.

The Wasp being, as stated in note (K), a sister-ship te the Pea-
cock and others, the particulars respecting the Frolic, ship-sloop,
there given,* will fully suffice.” ‘T'he tonnage of the Reindeer was
the same as the Pelican’s ; therefore her name in the table may be
referved to.

'Tis only British seamen that will board,when the enemy is known
to out-number them. Had the numerical difference between thetwa
erews in this action, been a trifle less than it was, does any oné
doubt what would have been the fate of the Wasp ?

Although, concealed behind a ship’s bulwarks, the traitor may
evince the utmost ferocity, he dares not face his honourble country-
man, hand to hand, and foot to foot. The sight appals him. He
that was once a lien in battle, now, scourged by a guilty consci-
ence, shrinks inte the veriest eoward.

Conld we hope for a candid answer, we would ask Commodore
Bainbridge or [lull, or any other experienced naval commander of
the United States, whether, having to execute a dangerous and
doubtful enterprise, against an enemy, not Britons, with the liberty
of telecting l_xis men, he would choose native or adopted Americans?

The American priots,especially the federal ones,will,weknow,re-
fer us to American feats at Tripoli ; but did not a notorious Scetch
renegado at New-York, and numerous other crimps, supply the A-
merican ships with lots of deserters from our navy ? Were not their
complements afterwards made up, in a similar manper, at Cadiz,and
g]lﬁ'erent] ports in the Mediteranean 2 and was not Commodore Pre«
i;a:,-n:i]r:é‘ltt v{‘er"y\ac‘.count, obliged to, < shorten his stay™ at Gibral-

; o fix Syracuse, instead of Malta, for his rendezvous :t

*Sce above p. 41. tAm. Foile felio, Vol 4. p. 571,
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I{ cannet be controverted, that in repelling boarders, however
small in number, the Americans depend more vpon rifles, than man-
ual strength ; and that as boarders themselves, they seldom act,un-
til the enemy’s deck has been, like the Frolic’s and Reindeer’s, pre-
pared (or their reception, by vollies of great guns and musketry.

Here we had opposed to us, without estimating the total num-
ber on either side, thirty-twos to twenty-fours, and eighteens to -
sixes. When we turn to the table, and view the decided superior-
ity of the American ship, in broadside-weight of metal, men and
size ; then reflect upon the execution done in spite of that superior-
ity ; as well as upon the unparalleled devotion, intrepidity, and
fortitude, displayed by the Reindeer’s officers and crew, we may
venture to pronounce this, one ef the noblest naval defences; that
any war has produced.

(N)

LANDRAIL and SYREN, priv.

This was a running fight of one hour and ten minutes, and a
close action,within pistol-shot, of forty minutes ; in all, fwo hours.

The cutter had left port with dispatches; which were thrown o-
ver-board. She lost 1n the action, seven men wounded, but none
killed. The privateer lost three killed, and fifteen wounded, in-
tluding some officers ; total 18. :

Highly creditable was this very unequal contest, (in men—four-
fold,) to Lieutenant Lancaster, and his little boat’s-crew ; and a
convincing proof, that even two twelve-peunder carronades, if' well
pointed, can de execution. :

The Landrail was afterwards recaptured ; and, although pierced
for two guns of a side only, she appears in a published American
“ prize-list”’ as having mounted eight ; the Ballaheu, in the same
list, being provided w ith ten. 2 )

How many British cruizers like the Landrail, would it require,
to equal inforce one of the American gun-boats, captured at New-
Orleans ?

(0
AVOXN and WASD.

The Wasp, as we stated before, sailed from L’Orient, upon a
Cruize, on the 27th of August, thoroughly refitted and manned.
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On the first of Septemher, about half past eight in the evening, and a clear
moon-light, in lat. 47® 35" lon. 10° 37/, she fell in with the Avon brig.

An action ensued ; which continued, we say, two hours and twenty
minutes, the Americans, only forty three minutes ; when the Avon, being
s0 extremely shattered in hull, as to be actually sinking, struck her flag.

At this moment, the Castilian brig hove in sight, and prevented the Wasp
from taking possession. The Castilian passed within hail of the Avon ;
and, although no extraordinary sailer, soon overtook the Wasp, who was
making the best sail she could, toget away. A signal of distress, accom-
pamied by a gun, wts now observed from the Avon. This induced Captain
Bremer, after firing a broadsideinto the Wasp, which was not returned, to
hiaul up for his sinking companion. He barely arrived in time to rescue
the sarviving crew from a watery grave ; the Avon going down, just as the
last boat reached the Castilian. Chace was again given, and continued
through the night, in tbe supposed direction of the Wasp ; but in vain.

"The Wasp fought more warily in this action, than in the Reindeer’s. She
never came fairly alongside, so as to give the Avon an opportunity ef
boarding; but kept hanging on her quarter. Her long eighteens assisted her
greatly; and by her star and chain shot, she effected the complete destruc-
tion of the brig’s rigging.as well as of the main-mast; which fell over the side
early in the action. Four of the Avon’s carronades, also, were disabled.

The Avon lost eight men killed ; her first lientenant, and one seaman
mortally wounded, and thirty two seamen and marines severely and slightly,
(principally the latter,) total 42. Ty

The Americans say, three shot pierced the Wasp’s bulwarks ; and that
she lost only two men killed, and one wounded. We must here again
make the usual allowanee, for such as are not in the returns, ey

The Avon’s armament will appear by reference to the table. She had,
it seems, no boat-carronade. lser crew consisted of one hundred and four
officers, seamen and marines, and thirteen boys ; total 117.

The Wasp’s armament has already been given. That she had a
twelve-pounder-carronade on board, appears by the following extract
from her log : <At twenty six minutes after nime, fired the twelve-pounder=
carronade, to make him heave to.”

The constant intercourse kept up with the pert of L'Crient, while the
Wasp was lying there, enabled us to ascertain, that Captain Blakely found
so little difficulty in manning his ship, as to have refused several who weie
desirous to enlist.  'With the privilege of taking on beard supermuvmera-
ries, it is therefore probable, that the Wasp left L’Orient with more men
than she had in her first actiom.

Great bravery was displayed by the Avon’s officers and ship’s company,
and a highly commendable skill ia gunneryy; we must admit,by the Wasp’s.
Nor did the Castilian’s men give proofs, that they atall excelled theAvon’s,
in that, with us, much neglected branch of naval tactics.

'l'he_ Americans say, in an cquivocal manner, ‘“ At 36 minutes past ten,
two brigs in sight,when theWasp was compelled to relinquish her prize.”*
]f is positively asserted by the Avon’s officers,that no other vessel than the
Castilian appeared in sight, or was near the spot; and if the Wasp was
again _“ prepared for actien,” how happened it tLat she did not return the
Castilian’s broadside ? '

*Low’s Hist, of the war p. 262,
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Qne of the American officers saw so indistinctly through the moon-light,
as to have declared, in a letter which has appeared in print, that the
Avon was ¢ lavger ‘and more lofty than the Wasp, and had eleven ports
upon her side.” For the size of either vessel, we ure happily at no loss.
The Avon’s dimensiens, and the Frolic’s for the Wasp’s, will be found in
the table. Eleven painted ports, and semetimes anextra weoden gun, may
be seen upan the sidesof a few of our brigs ; but noune of this class, we re-
peat, can fight more than nioe guns of a side, exclusive of the boat-carronade.

The same officer assured his countryweun, that, * with her prescnt com-
mander and crew, the Wasp could beat a 28-gun frigate.”” This rodo-
mentade was merely a paroxysm of the national disorder ; which, abroad
as well at home, will have its returns. We think the writer should have

eserved his Loast, uatil the Wasp had conquered a force of acknowledged

pquahty

(P
LAKE-CHAMPLAIN ACTION.

Our principal vessel on this lake, the Confiance, had been but sixteei
days off the stosks ; when the commander in chief, Sir George Prevest,
called for the instant co-operatien of the naval fon,e, in a meditated at-
tack upon the American fleet and works at Plattshurg.

No refusal cou'd be given. With the c1rpeuters still working ather,
and having en beard an urorganucd crew, composed of several drafts of
men, recently arrived frem different ships at Quebec ; many of whom join-
ed only the evening before, and were totally uuknewn either to the officers,
or to each other ; being also without gun-lecks, er one half the necessary
appointments of a ship of war, the Counfiance sailed forth, accompanied by
2 brig, two sloops, and eleven gun-boats, to'attack the American fleet,
censisting of a ship, brig, schooner , sloop, six Tow- gallies, and four gun-
boats, fully prepared, and moorr’d ia their own ba), within range of the
ba.tterles on shore.

The crews of the British yessels were assured by their gallant command-
ar, that the general and his powerful army would make a simultaneous at-
tack ; and that victory would (as no one ceuld doubt) crown their united
efforts. For the henour of the seldiers, and the officers, ingeneral, they
. paoted to rush forward ; but——it was thought advisable to restrain them!!

The mistake was discevered too late. ''he British vessels were already
in the enemy’s harbour. Uafortunately, too, a light air prevailed, which
enabled the American row-gallies and gun-boats to commence upon them
in their advance, a heayy and galling fire.

The Confiance, the British flag-ship, having two anchors shot away from
her larboard bow, was obliged to amchor, not so advantageously as had
been intended. The Linnetand Chubb took their stations; and the action
| bogan.  'The latter vessel presently had her cables, bowsprit. andmaing
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boom shotaway ; and, drifting within the eaemy’s line, was obliged
to surrender. ~ The Finch bad the misfortune te strike on a reel
of tocks ; andherservices in the action were entively lost ; and
the gun-boats, suys Captain Pring, i his letter; abandoned the
object dssigned them.” ; 4

All the enemy’s vessels but the Eagle, were now united agains
the Confiance ; who had lost her gallant commander, early in th
action. The Saratoga’s guns cn the starboard side, being after 1w
hour’s engagement, nearly all dismounted, or not manageable,
stern-anchor wis let go, the bower-cable cut, and the ship windec
with a fresh broadside on the British ship. The Confiance, hav
her larboard broadsidé in a similar situftion, also made an atta:?
to wear round ; but, owing to the damage she had sustained, dit
pot succeed. Being now a perfect wreck, and having no guns
bear on the enemy, she,very properly, made the signal of submission

The Linnet, all this while, remained closely engaged with the
Eagle ; (a very superier adversary ;) and at last compelled her te
cut her cable, and run down forshelter between the ship and schoo-
ner. The ship and two sloops being now in the enemy’s possession,
tire whole of the American force was directed against the Linnet ;
which obliged the latter, in fifteen minutes after the surrender of
the Confiance, to haul down her colours also. :

'The Confiance lost her very gallant commander, Captain Pewnie,
a captain of marines, & midshipman, and thirty eight seamen anc
marines, killed ; one officer, and thirty nine seainen and marines,
wounded. ‘I'he Linnet lost two ctficers, and eight seamen, killed ;
one officer, and thirteen seamen and marines, wounded. The
Chubb, six seamen and marines, killed ; one officer, fifteen seamen
and marines,wounded. ‘The Finchtwo seamenand marines wound-
ed. Total, British Lilled and wounded, 129. The fact of the gus-
boats having expericneed no loss, is a streng cerroborative proof,
that they were not engaged.

The Americans acknowledge a loss as follows : ¢ ship Sarat
Commodore Macdonough, twenty eight killed, and twenty nine
wounded. Brig Eagle.tiurteen killed,and twenty wounded. Schoo-
ner Ticonderoga, stx killed, and six wounded. Sloop Preble, twe
killed. Gallies, three killed, and three wounded ; total 110.” Al
lowing, upon a very moderate calculation, that the ¢ slight hurts’
amounted to nineteen more, the execution done by the British n
this extremely unequal contest, proves with what gallantry and
varnestness they fought. -

The statement of the foree of the British vessels, (owing to Capt.
Pring, or perhaps Sir James Yeo, having accidentally omitted to
enclose it in bkis letter,) we are compelled to take from the Ame:
rican accounts.

The Confiance mounted upon hermain-deck,twenty seven, wha
they are pleased to call, “long guns ;" but which Were in fact sim-
rar to those the Amevicans tookin the Stranger transport ; and sueh
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as we call “ Congreve's ;’—-agun very litile better than a carron-
ade. She had a poop and top-gallant-fore-castle, upon which were
mounted two long eighteens, and four thirty-two-pounder car-
ronades :—Six twenty-four-pounder carronades were lying om
“ the birth-deck ;” but which the American commodore has had
the modesty to include in her armament ; making her mount, alto-
gether, 39 guns, instead of33.  We have considered the odd main-
deck guu as shifting ; and estimated itin the broadside,

+ The guns of the Linnet and (wo sloop=, will appear by the table;
the odd eighteen-pounder and six in the latter, are included in the
broadside.

. The force of the gun-hoats is not exaetly known: norofthe A-
merican sloop Montgomery, which rendered as much assistance in
the aetion as they did. When arealso considered, the destructive
use to which the American land-battevies wight have been put, in
case of emergency ; and that “ Amecrican militia ready to assist,”
were posted on the shore, it will surely be deemed as fair to the
Americans as the British, to consider tie vessels actually engaged,

~ as comprising the whole force on each side.

The amount of the united crews of the Dritish vessels engaged,
we are enabled to give from undeniable authority. The Americans
eitimated the crews of our ship, brig, and two sleops, at 500 ; and
our less in killed and wounded on board those vessels, at 194.
By subtracting {from the first number,the difference between our real
and supposed loss, there will remain 435. A subsequent American
account says, ‘ Dritish priscners received from Lake-Champlain,
300.” In thisamount, the wounded, who had all been paroled and
€ent to Isle aux Noix, wonld not of eourse be i1ncluded. There-
fore by adding the loss, 129, to 806, the sum will be also 435.

The armament of the American squadron will appear by the
table. The odd gunz are,as ysual, brought into the broadside ; as
well as all the guns of the gallies and gun-boats, on accountof their
traversing upon pivots,

We wish the complements of the American vessels; could be giv-
en with the same accuracy. The Americans themselves have fixed
them at 820 ; whick, opposed to 1050, the estimated number of the
British crews, (in the gun-boats and all,)made theAmericans,what,
by their ownaccount, they usvally are, inferior to us in force.

It is very common for American naval ofiicers, when asked the
complements of their ships, to give the uumber of officers and ships
<ompany enly, leaving the marines to be added.  In further proof
that a distinction between the_two services, however slight, dces
prevail, we find the American marine-officers in the Lake-Cham-
plain action, writing their own cfficial letters to government ; a
thing unprecedented, we believe, in our navy.

The estimate of the united crews of the American ship, brig,
achaoner, sloop, six row-gallies, and four gun-boats, as given 1
the table, is probably rather belew the mark, whken we consigsr,
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that the Americans were lying in their own harbetir, expecting the ats
tack ; and had, by their own account, procured full complements for all
their vessels, upwards of six weeks previous to the action.

The relative tonnage of the contending fleets, is in this, as in the Lake-
Erie action, of far less consequence than the weight ofmetal and mes. Te
give importance to their victory, however, the Americans frequently advert
to % the commodore’s big ship Confiance ; as well as te °“ the fearful odds
opposed to them.”  We cannet give the dimensions of any of the vessels
engaged ; but, long befose thisaction was even centemplated, the Americans
informed us, that the corvetze Pike on Lake Ontario-was  nearly as large
as the Macedonian ;” that the brigs building on the differant lakes, were
similar in size to the Hornet ; (which ship was formerly a briz ;) that the
¢ new schooner on Lake Champlain” was upwards of 400 tons ; and that
the new gallies were very superior vessels. ' a0

Upon the whole;, we have fixed the size of the vessels on each side; acs
‘cording to the best information wecould obtaim ; buf, we'again say, the
weight of metal and men, are in this action the principal considerations.

After having seena whole year's adulation bestowed apon one “ illustri.
ous hero,” for making free with Nelson’s language, we cannotbe surprised
that Commedore Macdonough should also write : “ The Almighty hasbeen
pleased to grant us a signal victory on Lake-Champlain, in the capture of
one frigate, one brig, and two sleops of war, of the enemy.”

Here was u wide field for displaying the embellishing talents of the commo-
dore’s countrymen!—A ““frigate”” ;—but, above all, ¢ twe sloops of war” ;
rach fiftecen tons smaller than an American gun-boat captured atNew-Orleans.
Commodore Macdenough, too, is designated asa * pious, modest man.”'—
Out upon such modesty !~DBut to comment, would be to usurp the privi-
lege of the reader. Sk TOH . ‘

The American commander details the action in a second lelter. Aware
it would be urged against him, that the gun-hoats ware not in the action, he
artfully says : * In this situation, the ‘whele force .on both sides became
cogaged.”—He thus describes the damage done to the two ships : © The
Saratoga had 55 round shot in her hull, the Confiance 105. The enemy’s
shot passed principally just over ourheads, as there were not twenty whole
hammocks in the nettings at the close of the actiom, which lasted, witheut
intermission, two hours and tweaty minutes.” The commodore has omit+
ted to inform us, how many of those 105 shot belonged to the Ticondero-
ga,Preble, six row-gallies,and four gun-boats,which were also engaging the
British commodore’s ¢ big ship.” & ,

A reference to the comparative loss on each side, will shew, that some of
the Confiance’s guns must have been levelled low enough ; or that many
of the Saratoga’s men were of extraordisary height. One quarter of the
drilling which First-licutenant Perry gave to the crew of the latter vessel,
would perhaps have saved the Conflance’s newly-arrived ship's company’
frem this intended reproach. _ _ |

Leaving to Americans the full benefit to be derived, from invariably
mistaking good fortune forgallantry, we shall close this article, with an
extract from the sentence of the court-martial wpon Captain Pring, his-
officérs and men. sl XL

“The C;m:t having maturely \-\ie‘ighed the evidence, is ef opinion that:
the captive of his Majesty’s skip Coafiauce, #md the squadron, by - thes
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American squadron, was principally caused by the Biitish squadron having
been urged into ba‘tle previous to its beirg in a proper state te meet the
enemy ; by the promised co-operation of the land ferces not being cariied
into effect, and the pressing letters of the cemmander in chicf, whereby it
appears, that he had on the 10th of September, 1814, or'y waited for the
naval attack, to storm the enemy’s werks ; that the signal of the approach
on the following day was made by the scaling of the gumns, as set-
tled between Captain Downie and Major Cooto.” and the promised co-
pperation communicated to the other officers and erews of the British
squadron.”

. The court noticed the defection of *“ part of the gun-boats,” and the ac-
cidents which prevented others of the vessels frem getting inte the stations
assigned them ; and bonorably acquitted all the ofticers and men, except
the commander ef the Chubb, who did notappear te take his trial.  Ata
subsequent day,Lieutenant M Glie was * severely reprimanded,” (without
his courage being calied in question,) for not having preperly earried the
Chubb into action, nor anchored ber so as to do the most eflectual sexvice
By which she drifted into the enemy’s line.

(Q)

LEVANT ) :
CYANE § and CONSTITUTION.

The two British ships, while proceeding in company, a few days out from
Gibraltar, bound to the Western Islands, fcll in with the Counstitution.
She was discovered first by the Cyane, vpou her weather-bow; the Le-
vant then hull-down to-leeward. :

As soon as the character of the stranger tecame known, the Cyane
bore up for the commadore ; whom she joined and spoke, at about three
quarters of an hour past four ; wlen it was determined to ergage the A-
merican frigate. The two chips then tried for the weather-gage ; but find-
ing they could not obtain it, bore up tegether, in hopes to proleng the com-
wencement of the engagement until pight.

Finding that object also defeated by the seperior cailing of the Constitu-
#ion, at ten minutes past five the Levaut and Cyane bauled to the wind on
the starboard tack. Inten minutes afterwards, the Constituiion, Leing a-
bout threzquarters of & mile te-wind ward, tried the range of hershoi, and,
Laving ascertained that the two ships were under the commard of her main-
batiery, commeuced action.

Eoth ships returned the fire, but observed their shot to fall short ; while
the Counstitution’s lonyg " guns were cutfing them Lo picces, pur(icullarij,' in
gails and rigging.  As the British fire gradually slackeu=d, the Cen-
stitution shortencd her distance ; and by her cuperior sailing and facility of
@zuzurring,frequently roked both ships.
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At about forty ninules past eix, ihe Cyane was without a brace
or Botvline, except the larboard fore-brace. Yet, seeing her con.
sort exposed to a heavy raking fire, owing to the Constitution hay-
ing filled across her, she gallantly stood in between them ; and re-
ceived the tremendous broadside. t udi 5 Dad af il

The firing continued at intervals, fora few minutes longer ; when,
the f}yane. turned -the hands up to refit the rigging.!' ' That
could not be ascomplished, before the Constitution had taked:
a position on her larboard quarter; within hail: - Beingnow totally:
unmanageable, with most of her standing and running rigging gone,
lowen-masts and other principal spars wounded, teveral shot in the

“hull, nine or ten of which were between wind'and'water, five cars’
vonades disabled, chiefly by the drawing of the bolts, and starting of

thdchoels, and the Lievant being tiwo miles to-leeward, still bearing’
ntvay, the Cyane fired a lee gun “@nd héisted a light, &s'a &i
#nbmission; and soon &fief'seven, wis taken’ possession

Constitution, - : o Lo gits JASIREE

The Levant, aware of the disabled state of the Cyane, had bere
up to repair damages : still doubtful, as she proceeded, whether or
not the cessation of firing was caused by her surrender. As soon
as new braces were rove, the gallant little ship again bhauled her

wind, to ascertain the fate of her companion ; as well a5 to renew
the desperate combat. For her proceedings on this occasion, we
will censult the log-book of the Censtitution.

“At 8 P.M.filled away after her consert,( Levant,)who was still in
sight to leeward. . At 8,30, foand her standiog towards vs with
starboard tacks on board, top-gallant-sails set, and eolours flying.
At 8, 50, ranged up close along side to-windward of her, on oppo-
site tacks ; and exchanged breadsides. = Wore immediately under
her stern and gave her a raking broadside ; when she made all sail;)
and endeavoured to escape by rupnisg: hauled on beard. ourtacksy
and set flying-jib and spanker in'chates At9,30, commenced firi
our starboard bowi-chacers ;. gave her several guns, which inj
her spars and rigging considerably, ' At 10, P.-M. finding she'
could not cscape, she fired a lee-gun, and struck her colours.™=11 =
.. I'be above two' gallant broadeides 'shot’ away- the wheel, killed
three or four men, wounded several, and cut up the Eevant "ex<'
ceedingly, in spars, rigging and hull. " Considering that'this'vésset
was built of fir; and of very light scantling, 1t is surprising the Coh-
stitation’s fire did not sink her. o | eV alATIEN S
-‘Had the Levant continued ber course on first hearing away, her .
commander declared he could easily hatve éséaped ' but ﬁér‘ébnﬁr
consideration in battle, is not the characteristic 6fa Douglas.

The Levant lost six pelty officers,seamen and marines,killed; and
sixteen wounded ; total 22, The Cyane, six killed, and thirteen,
wounded ; total 0. : b A

“ Old Tronsides,” as she is called in America, knew the range of,
# thirty-two-pounder carronade too well, to allow many shot (&

o
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veach her. Hey rigging was very much cut,howgver:and,some shot
stuek in her sides. A'few others, we presume, feuod their way on
Jboard ; or weshould not hear of four men killed, and twelve wound-
ed, two of which died after amputation ; total 16. = We again re-
mind the reader, that “slight hurts” arenotincluded. .. .

- The armaments of both ships appear by the table.. The Cy-
ane’s boat-gun, the Americans magnified into an eighteen-pounder;
and by matching it with anather carronade of the same calibre, made
ber mount 34 gurs, instead ot 33. Cas s i, ria o ;e

For the crew of the Levant, we are compelled to depend upon
the American account of « prisoners received.”  The number ob-
tained from her, the Americans state at 133 ; which, with the six
actually killed, will miake 139, for her complement on going into
actien ; including seventeen or eighteen boys. Indeed her marines
eensisted also of boye;—raw recruits that scarcely knew how to
handle their muskets. :

The punber of prisoners stated to Lave heen received from the
Cyare, is erroneons.  Her established complement was 176 men
and boys; but on going into action, she was shert sixteen, and
those chiefly out of her petty-officers and able seamen, .
_ The Americans, according to custom, doubled the killed of one
ship ; and,within one, quadrupled that ofthe other. By which,and
their own account of prizoners, they fixed their united erews at 33G.
_ The Constitution mounted two thirty-two-pounder carronades,
and a shilting eighteen-pounder, less than in the Java’s action.
She had a new commander; which, according to the report of a com-
mittee assembled early in [814,to determine upon the expediency of -
establishing a navy-board,accounts for the change in her armament.

. Buta change of a far more important nature, was now discover-
ed in the equipment of this fine ship ;—no less than a furnace for

eating shot. Not to be used, however, unless assailed by a, ¢“su-
perior force.””  What would be considered on hoard an American
ship, “superior force,” may be partly imagined, by the numerous
American descriptions of * equal force,” to be found in these
pages. Nay,as the Levant and Uyane were pronounced * superior
in force,” nothing, we presume, butthe certainty of capturing them,
and the loss that would be sustained by their destruction, prevent-
ed the full employmenrt of the red-hot shet. ,

On the morning of the action, the Constitution,victualled of ber
complement, 469 men and 3boys ; total472.  An officer and seven
or eight men were absent in a prize, which afterwards arrived at -
HNew-York. The Constitution must therefore have had,on leaving
Boston, a crew of 480 at least ; thus fully confirming the ¥tate-
ments previously made, as to her complement of en in her actions
with the Guerriere and Java.

The Levant was captured- on the 8th of March ; and isagain in
the service. The Cyane arrived safe at New-York; and rates © 20
suns” in a late “Naval Register of the United States.”
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The Constitution’s lag-book states : - < At 6, 5, commenced the action

with broadsides, &c. at 6, 50, took possession of II. B. h?- ship Cyane ;"
end then proceeds to detail the Levant’s capture, according to the extract
given in page 52 ; comprising, from first to last, a period of th ree hours and
fifty five minutes. Our astenichment may be conezived, on reading the fol.
lowing paragraph in the official letier ofCapt Stewart:
‘¢ On the 20th February last, the island of Madeira bearing W. S. W.
distant 60 Teagues, we fellin with his Britannic majesty’s twe-ship of war,
Cyane and Levant,and brought them to action about six o’clock in the even-
ing ; both of which,after a spirited engagement of forty minutes,surrender-
ed te the ship under my command.” ! . :

In estimating the force in this action, the tonnage of the largest British
ship only, ought to.be cppesed.to the Constitution’s. The united tonnage
of the Levaunt-and Cyane,increases the superficial extent, not the thickness
of theirsides. 'The larger of the two has balwarks, thirteen inches, the
Constitution twwenty two inches thick. Bat a still more material difference
prevails; for, while these consist of a solid bedy of oak, those have a space
of several icches between each timber.

Nor does the relative broadside-weight of metal convey, by any means,
a correct idea of the relative force of the combatants. Not only was our
force divided, and, for the most part, separately engaged ; but we had ear-
ronades to oppose. to long guns, within eight peunds each, of fhe same
ralibre : those long guns, too, employed with every advantage of distance
and position, owing to the superior sailing of the Constitation, and her
prssestion of the weather-gage. ; :

Tt is the comparative weight inlong guns, that will best show what quan-
ium of force the twe British chips had to contend with. How stands that ?

American. Ibs. British. Ibs.
Seventeen loug twenfy-four’s....408 | Two long nine’s...... » s AR

A superiority of TweNTY Two to onp!—TYet, says Captain Stewart,
¢ Considering the advantages derived by the enemy from a divided and
more aclive force, as also their superiority in the weight and number of
guns, ! deem the speedy and decisive result of this action, the strongestas=
surance which can be given the government, that all under my command did
their duty, and gallantly supported the reputation ef American seamen.”

What means this scrupulous naval officer, by ¢ the advantages” of heing
¢ divided ; or by the term ‘“ more active,” as applied to the British ships.
So miserable a sailer was tha Cyane, that every vessel but one, in a fleet
she convoyed to Newfoundland, ran by her with ease ; and the Levant
could outsail her a trifle only. ¢ Speedy result:"——three hours and fifty
Aive minutes! -

After somean an attempt to patch up hie fame, by filchiog that of his ho-
notirable adversary, a compliment to British gallantry would have been
whelly inconsistent.  The bold advance of thie Levant, at half past eight
would have elicited admiration from the breast of a Turk; but Captain
Douglas’ opponent was—an American! ‘ ' :

In spite of ourindignation, we cannot forbear ncticing, with a smile, the
similarity that exists between the action of the Constitution and Levant,
and that of the President and Little Belt. The disparity of force was tha
same.  The two American commanders were alike, Hectors of the first
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grad:, The same misiepresantation and extravagant boasting followed the

two events.

A reference to the table of dimensions, will convey some idea of the ap-
pearance of the little fir-built eorvette © ranged close alongside’ this Le-
viathan of {rigates. Yet the latter coolly fired a first, and then a second
breadsids, into her lilliputian opponent !

The ““victory” over the Levant and Cyane,was pronounced intheUnited
States, *“ oneof the most brilliant feats recerded in naval history.” Pan-
eraniic views of the action are ctill to be seen ; nor need we doubt that
the Hritish ships appear, each singly, a full match for the American frigate.

Upou sicpping on shore at Boston, the conquerer was almost smothered
win the caresscs of the citizens and sitesses.  Some 2ppeared anxious, ever,
to touch the hem of his garment! The manager of the theatre knew his in-
tercst too well, not to crave leave to announce, that the gallant Captain
Stewart and the officers of the Constitution, (all, of cowurse, ¢ in full regi»
mentals,”) would honour with their presence, the evening’s entertainment.

To recount all the extravagances which this eveot %ave rise to in differ-
ent parts of the union, among the federalists especially, would exceed the
limits of this woirk. We cannot, however, refrain from indalging the
reader, with the perusal of 2 short extract from the ¢ Boston Gazette” of
Dzcember the 14th :

“The Cynne is frigate-Luitt ; and is of the same tonusge, and capable of
the same armameat, as the late U.S.frigate Essex. The Levant is exactly
equal in tonnage and armament to the late” (meaning the neav, now lost)
“ U. 8. ship Wasp ; both (independently of the advantage which two ships
have over one) being decidedly superior to the Constitution.” A reference
to table 7, will set this fsderal puff about the comparative size ofthe ships,
in its trae light, ,

In her geueral qualities, the Cvane resembled the Boxer ;¥ with the ex-
ception, that the latter was a new vescel, the former an old_ one,t and so
rotten, that, if not captured, she weuld certainly have heen brokeg up.
Thousands of New-York citizens, who visited Captain Stewart’s fiue prize-
frigate, can testify as to the palverized state of her timbers, whercvera chot-
hole had ¢xpoesed them to view. 3

The two courf-martials that sat to emquire into the loss of the Levant
and Cyane, were fully of epinion, that their capture was to be atributed to
the very superior force ef the American ship, and to her great superiosity in
sailing, which enabled her throughout the action, to keep at such a distance
that their carronades were of little eJect; while she was constantly keeping
up a steady fire from seventeen long _twenty-four—pounders ; and that the
officers and men cvineed the greatest skill and intrepidity, defending their
ships in 2 manner highly honorable to them, while it could be done with
the least prospect of success. A high encomium was, passed on the conduct
ef the ship’s companies, (except three of the Cyaue’s men, who deserted to
the Americans,) for their loyalty, in resisting the repeated offers madz to
them to enter the service of the en=my. i :

It was stated upon oath by the British oficers, that the crews of the two
ships were for three weeks, kept coustantly in the Constitation’s hold,
with hands and leos in trons, and anly three pints of wa'er for the twenty-

#3enalpve p o 3h! 4Doiltin 1804,
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four hours.—This, too, in a tropical climate ! —That after the ex-
piration of the three weeke, upon the application of Ca t. Douglas,
one third of the men were allowed to be on deck; four hours cut of .
the twenty four; but had not the means of walking,being stillin i.ons,
That on musterifg the crews when they were landed at Maran-
ham, five of the Levant’s boys were missing ; and that upon :ﬁ:
plication and search for them, two wore found locked up in tl
American captain of marine’s cabin. = That a black man at Mara
ham was employed as a crimp, and enticed one of the Levant's
boys to enter the American service. . iiniae atia il
Upon these facts, let the reader employ his own thoughts. If
he possesses a British heart, he will need no prompter. S

(R)
_ST. LAWRENCE and CHASSEUR, priv. -

This schooner, when fallen in with, was carrying dispatehes
from Admiral Cockburn relating to the Peace. That ofitself would
unfit the men for fighting ; yet they bebaved gallantly. ~ °

No oflicial account has been published. The Americans state
the action to havelasted only fifteen minutes ; and that the St. Law-
rence wasthen earried by hoarding. AP TCE ST

e schooner it appears, had six killed and eighteen wounded; -
total24. The Chasseur, by the American returnsy five killed an
sight wounded ; total 13. _ : A i S
- The armaments and crews of the two vessels appear by tf;p_ta%,

¢

The Americans gave the St Lawrerce two guns more than
" mounted. Her shifting nine-pounder is brought into,the broad-
side.  The Chasseur had ports for fighting nine guns of a side, .,
-~ The British vessel was a mere shell, having no bulwarks what-
ever, unless a one inch board can be called so. . She was formerly
the American letter of marque Atlas. The Chasseur has stouter
quarters than our eighteen-gun brigs ; and is esteemed one of the
fastest sailers out of America. - 3
The Awmericans boast that the Chasseur, on a former cruise,
¢ fought” two sloops of war. By herlog, as published in a New-
York paper,we find she did “exchange a few shots” with one of our
brigs ; and, on another occasion, was «“ fired at” by asecond; but,
eacl_'x time,—tcok to her heels. How manv Awmerican private'éro
besides tphe Chasseur, have ¢ fought” British ships in a similar
mannér ?
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PENGUIN and IORNET.

This action took place off the island of Tristan d'Acunha. The
want of a British official account, again invests us with that unplea- .
sant and difficult office,—extracting truth from American details.

‘The British vessel, according to the American account, had the
weather-gage, and surrendered after an action of ““twenty twe
minutes;” in which her fore-mast and bowsprit were cut away, her
main-mast completely crippled, and her hull riddled with shot.
The brig’s damages, indeed, led to her destruction on the second
morning after the action.” ' % .
. The Penguin lost her brave commander, the boatswain,and eight
men killed ;" her séeond lieutenant, purser, two midshipmen, (each.
had a legshot off,) and twenty four men wounded, four of whom
died afierwards ; total 88. f i PP '

The Ameriéans say the ITornet received several grape, but not a
single round shot ia her hull ;" nor, heyond the less of her spanker-
boom, any material wound in her spars. ler riggingandsails were
- very much cut. Theyacknowledge a loss of two killed, and eleven

- wounded ; including among the latter, the captain and first lieuten-
ant; total 13.

. According toa well known vuigar adage, Captain Biddle’s asser-
tions ought to be received with caution. 1t was he who, when first
lieutenant of the Wasp, and prize-master of the I'rolic brig, wrote
home, that the latter “ mounted cighteen thirty-two-pounaer .car-
renades”’;' pointing out, at the same time, that she was “superior
to the Wasp.”

“The Penguin mounted the same as the brig I'rolic; but the
Americars converted her long sixes into twelves, and gave her
swivels ou the capstan and in the tops. The usual bridle-port, Mr.
]zﬁld‘lé,' while siek in Lis cabin, describes thus: ¢ She had a spare
~ port forward, so as to fight both her long guns of a side.” —We'won-

der it did not occur to him, that she could also fight one ofher
“ swivels” through the hawse-hole.

By adding the killed to the number of prisoners'stated te havebeen
received, the Penguin’s complement of men and beys (at least six~
. teen of the latter) would be 123 ; including twelve supernumerary
marines received from the Medway. But Mr. Biddle says, « The
enemy acknowledge a complementof 132.” This is easily explained.
The Awmericans knew the cstablishment of men and beys for abrig
of the Penguin’s class, was about 120 ; and to that number they
have added,the ¢ twelve supernumerary marines” acknowledged
£0 have been received from the Medway.

The Hornet's armament has already been given. Her comple-
gnent of men in the action,is stated on the part of the Britich.to have
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been 165. She is, we kaow, allewed three licatenants and a iiehteua!;léf
marines, the samz as the Wasp and Peacock ; whose complements, withs

out supernumeraries, were 171each ; and with them, 175 and 182.—

Captain Biddle says, the ITornet was ““ eight men short of complement ;¥
mz=aning, no doubt, of the number with which sheleft port.  Allowing that

she had oaly two supernumeraries, the number of men she had iu the action

would still be 165. 4 w4

Captain Biddle, when he wrote his official letter, was confined to his
cabin by a painful wound in the meck. It must have affected his brain, to
judge from hisanimated description of thePenguin’s size. “She wes shorter,”
he says, ** upon deck than this ship by two feet, but she had a greater
length of keel, greater breadth of beam, thicker sides, and higher bul-
warks.” Since the arrival of the Hornet in port, the Penguin’s “length
ondeck” has been published at * 110feet ; breadth 31 feet 6inches,” and
so forth. In table 7, these accidental crrors will be found eorrected.

¢ An extract of a letter from an officer of the sloop of war Peacock,”
(in company with the Horoet two days after the action,) published in g
Boston paper, confains the following extraordinary statement :

¢ On examining her (the Penguin’s) guns after theaction, a thirty-two-
pounder-carronade on the side engaged, was found with its tompion a3
nicely puttied and stepped i, asit was on the day she left Spithead.”  *

That the Penguin’s crcw cousisted principally of mewly-pressed men,
little boys, and foreiguers, and therefore, of many disaffected persons, the
difficulty of obtaining men when she was commissioned,(ouly in Sept 1814,)
renders more than probable ; but, for many reasons, we cannot credit the
above statement of the Peacock’s cfiicer. Captain Biddle’s omittieg to nos
tice the circumstance, is; however, ne proof against it ; as the fact would
demonstrate clearly, that he had ome gun less in broadside epposed to him;
which would propertionably dimiaish from his ** splendid victory.”

- 'The same letter afirms, that the Penguin’s officers *¢ aseribed their mise
fortune entirely to the superiority of the men belonging te the Hernet
and repeatedly said, they would be glad te try ftagain with her, if the Pen-
guin was wauined with such men.” 'Thisis probable; and would be quite
sufficient to account for eur defeat. ‘ 3

As Britons, we should be wshamed to offer the disparity of numerical
force in this actien, as any excuse. e wish it had been the lot of the
Cuarlew, Rifleman, or any other equally well-manned brig of the Penguin’s
class, to have fallenin with the Hornet. The bearding-opportunity weuld
Kot have been lost, we are sure, by the worthlessness of the crew. '

We mustallow that the gunnery of the Hornet was excellent : such in-
deed as might be expected from men, who had been some years in the same
ship ; and duriog that time, constantly drilled attheguns. The Americans
deserve every credit for ma'ing this their principal object. We cannot
but regret, however, that the Hornet did not meet an opponent, possessed
of similar advantages ; one who would have proved American kettem
as well as skill, $5d ]
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TABLE 2and.
s-hcw‘m‘g‘ the names, guuns-mounted, men, aod tons-b urthen, of Diitish

‘“ups of war, captured and destroyed, without action, by American ferce,
'n.nce the 18th of June, 1812.

e

. 4 . o L) "(’r
Ships’ names. 1;1.3. ?mon._lptous ‘Z:’i;:w:?g:‘&d J By what force, t:)t :
: nnfe
D: of Glo'ster. . BJ10—— (164 April 26,1313 Com.Chauncey s sqd (T)
Highﬂycr ...... act 8 -39 ‘_209 ‘Sept. 9th. 3 President frigate.
Hamilton.....Sa| 3f 22/76 w Ao CAeTPamIn v Bhigse Y
; ' 54 3 acliz Oct. 4th. ,, . _Com.Chaunce_y‘s sqd. (U)
onfiance.....S5¢] 2| :
Pictow........ Se.Ji3] 74[211 |Feb. 1%, 1814.| Constitution frigate ;
7 : and burnt. |
Naney....... Sc] 2|—— 51 [August.” ,, | Durnt at Mackivaw,]
! : _ . Lake Iuron. |
flermes. .w v ... ... [27——[339 [Sept.15th., | Battery at Molile. .| (V)
7. 62 1551125/

¢y

This vessel fell into the hands of the Americans, at the cép'ture of York
in Upper Canada. [t is uncertain,whether or not any gunswere movuted.

er totally unserviceable state, eonfined her to Sackett’s Harbour durieg
the remainder of the war.

After plundering York, the Americans asr'ertalned, that a ship on the
stocks had been burnt previous to their arrival. This vescel was intended,
we understand, for a twenty-gun ship ; but Commodore Chauncey wagui-
fied her into ¢ a thirty-two-g'm frigate.”

As the vessel was oply  in frame, we shall consider the seventy- -fom’s

.frame destroyed at Washington,as a full equivalent ; aud net insert eithes
in the tables,

(U

These schooners (late the U. 3. schooners Grawlerard Ju ua) werg cen-
7aying five transpart-sloop; 'md ‘ant? w%ith frosps oa board : Lourd frem -
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the head of Lake-Ontario to Kingston. ' @ne vessel was burnt, and
one escaped; leaving five, including the Hamilton and Confiance,
in Commodoie Chauncey’s hands. '

The troops, according to the American account, belonged to De
Watteville’s regiment; and, with their officers, consisted of 222,
The navat officers and seamén taken, amounted to no more than are
stated in the table. ' '

‘One or twoBritish merchant-vessels were, upon some other occa-
sion,driven on shore by Commodore Chauncey’s fleet. The Amer-
ican * prize-list” notices two ¢ name-unknown schooners’” of nine
guns each, destroyed on this lake ; which must have been the above
private vessels.. e -

Should a sett-off be required, anaccount laid before Parliament,
on the Istof February 1814, states that two ships of 22 guns each,
and 198 men and two others of 18 guns eaeh, besides four smaller
vessels, were captured from the Americans on the Canada-lakes.
But, as we can gain no particulars respeeting the four larger vessels,
they have not been estimated. 'The two small schooners which we
took at Detroit on the 16th of August, were retaken from usen
the Oth of October following; and, on that account, do notap-
pear in either table.

V) ‘ite T

TR ER . T -

I'his ship, together with some smaller vessels, was making an
attack upon Fort-Bowyer, on Mobile point,near Pensacola ; when,
her cable being cut by shot, she drifted within six hundred yards of-
the battery.

Every effort to get her afloat proving unavailing, she was set fire
to by her commander and crew; and blew up the same night.

Her complement was, by the Americans, aungmented from 188
to 175 ; “ 150 of which” says the account, * were lost, 85 were
killed or wounded Sa board the other ship, aund several on board
the other vessels.”

Fortugately, little or no loss ccenred. . Were we to sum up all
the men asserted to have fallen victims to American prowess, dur-
ing the war-operations on the coast, it would nearly amount to the
complements of the ships employed.



To face page 61.

Table 3.

Shewing the Actual Force of AMERICAN and BRITISH ships of war, in the actions GAINED"
by the LATTER, since the 18th of June, 1812.

AMERICAN SHIPS. ” BRITISH SHIPS.
. Broadside-guns, K Br'._vfdside-gnns. 48
; 'heir nature. £ Taei ture,
Datesof |  wamps, |5 |N° e stenfrons || A etual]  xams, 5 ":: = :" waee L0s: [Meo. [ Tons. f A etual) .
actions, E Long gnns.{Carronades E E‘?t kvt. ofl l{‘ i— | ODE RN SIEOUNCEL ‘;:;:’_f Force note,
E R m!, L o wree £ ;,‘, i, w‘m 4 | al, g
2] IFIEIS[E15) )8, °) |RIE(£]2 (8|8
1813 s i : ‘
June 1. [CuEsAPEAKE. [49/25 — 15— |— 1ol_ 590 4()5..1149].l 2144/ Suanxon......[52/25 — 14' ol 8| 1538 s30/1066 1934 (w) p. 61.
| |
‘ { | |
August [4./ARGUs. .+ «\ B.[20/10]——| 1 9 298| 136/ 378 742 PELICAN..B..?I"IO— —)L 1| 8—| 1| 274f 116] 385 75Xy , 74,
¥ | Prcse.... 450313 91— | 7| 1| 488 280 020+|ly-
March 28.[EsSEX.s 0 ¢4 4 [46/25—|— 3 —20,—- —I—! 676} 287, 930| 1893 {C 27 14| | 11 9] 8| 1| 860| 135| 424 {}2613 it
HERUB. + 4 |2 e e |10 o 3 2
1815 | : | i .
Jan’y. 15. pusmm...fps,.3317—'— 10—~/ 1|35 916 480/1570| 2966 ENDYMION.J,;&O’%}IB— ——|11—| 1] 676 3161277 || 2299 (@), 82

*We must either exclude from the estimate, this formidable piece of ordnance, or assignto it the shot its calibre will take : we have preferred the latter,

+ .\’Jtull fOl'C} 1694, 1Majestic7 Tencd()s,and POmOH(‘, in Sight.
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CHESAPEAKE and SHANNON.

~ On the second of April, 1813, the Shannon, accompanied by the
Tenedos of similar foree, reconnoitred the harbour of Boston; and
discovered lying there, the Congress frigate, ready for sca, the
President, nearly so, and the Constitution, under repaiv.

On the thirteenth, the Chesapeake, Captain KEvans, from a cruize
of 115 days, gotin unperceived ; and on the sixth of May, foggy
weather and a sudden favourable shift of wind, enabled the Presi-
dentand Congress toavoid the two British frigates,and escapeto sea.

Having ascertained that the Chesapeake would soun be ready
again, but the Censtitution not until a month or six weeks, Cap-
tain Broke, on the twenty fifth of May, took a supply of provisi-
ons and water from the Tenados ; and detashed her, with orders
not to rejoin him before the fourteenth of June.

On the twenty sixth of May, ihe Shannon recaptured the brig
Lucy ; and, on the twenty ninth, the brig William ; both helong-
ing to llalifax. A meeting with the Chesapeake being now his
Sole purpose, nothing but the circumstance of those vessels belopg-
ing to that poert, indiuced Captain Broke to weaken his crew, by
sending them in. The master of the Lucy and four or five of the
Shannon’s supernumeraries, took her in charge ; and a midshipman
and four men, the William. When this was done, the Shanncn
mustered 281 officers, seamen, marines and supernumeraries, and
24 boys ; total 308.

On the afternoen of the thirtieth, the Shannon fell in with the
Dritish privateer-brig, Sir John Sherbrooke. 'Fhis vessel bad on
board, fifty two Irish labourers, taken three days previous, out of
the American privateer €&xovernor Plumer ; which had captured
the ship Duck, from Waterford ¢o Burin, Newfoundland, having
these men on board as passengers. Thirty of them had entered on
bouard the Sir John Sherbrooke ; and the remaining twenty two
were now pressed into the Shannon.

Farly the next morning, the doubly-auspicious first of June,
Captain Broke addressed to the commanding officer of the Chesa-
peake, a letter of challenge ; which, for candour, spirit, and gen-
tlemanly style, has rarely been equalled. This letter was confided
to a Captain Slecum,bound inte Salem ; but it did not reach Boston,
aitil several hours after the Chesapeake had sailed.

As soon as Captain Broke had forwarded the challenge,the Shan-
non stood in, with colours flying, close to Boston light-house : and
there laid-to. The Chesapedke was seen lying at anchor in Presi-
dent roads, with royal-yards across. At nine o.M she fired 2

" gua, and loosened sails; and between twelve and one,weighed and

stood out ; crowding all sail, with a light breeze in her favour.
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'The Shannon ran out, uader easy sail, until four o’clo‘ck ; when
she hauled up, apd laid-to. Just previcus to this, the Chesapeake
also hauled up, and fired a gun.  Both ships agdia bore away, the
whannon, with her fore-sail brailed up,and her main-top-sail bra-
ced flat, and shivering. : -

At a few minutes past five P. M. Doston light-house pearing west, dis-
tant about six leagues, the Shannon again hove-to, under top-sails, top-gal=
lant-sails, jib and spanker ; keeping her royal-yards stili across, owing to,
the lightuess of the brécze. ; ; '

The Chesapeake came down upen the Shannon’s starboard goarter, in'g
very handsome manner; having three ensigns flying, one at the mizen-
vyoyal-mast-head, one ¢t the peak, and one in the starboard main-rigging.
She had also,fiying at the fore, @ large white flag, iuseribed with the wor
“IrEzTRADZ AND SAILOR'S RIGHTs ;' supposicg, pechaps, it weuld damp
the energy of the Shaunen’s mwen.

‘I'he Shannon had only au old rusty blue ensign aé the peak ; nor was
lier outside appearance at all calculated to inspirea belief, of the order and
diseipline that reigned within. \. 3 ,

It was thought, at first, from her manceuvres, that the Chesapeake in-
tended passing under the Shanuon’s stern ; esperially as the latter was; at
that time, without steerage-way. Captoin Broke ordered his men, in that
¢ase, to lay down flat; so as te avoid, in some degree, the raking fire. But
Captain Lawrecnce, either over-laoking or waiving this advantgge, at thirty
minutes past five, gallantly lofied up, within hail, upon the Shannon’s star-
board quarter. :

Captain Broke had directed his men to fire as their guns weuld bear,
and to aim principally at the enemy’s ports.  The first and second shos-
were from the Shannon’s after-most main-deck gun, and quarter-deck car-
ronade ; just as the Chesapeake’s fore-mast came in a line with the Shan-
uon’s mizen-mast.  Both shot took effect.

The Ch=sapeake fired her whole broadside in return. The superiority
of the Bhannen’s was evident, from the havock it made amoug the Chesa-.
peakeds officers and men 5 upon her quarter-deck, especially. .

Just at the close of the second broadside, the Chesapeake fell on board
the Shannon ; the fluke ef the latter’s waist-anchor, (which, to assist in
trimming the ship by the stern, had been stowed in the main-chaius,) ens
tering the former’s quarter-gallery-window. -

The shot from the Shannon’salter-most guns, now had a fair range along
the Chesapeake’sdecks; beating in the stern-ports, and sweeping the men
from their quarters : the shot from the fore-most guns, at the same time,
cutering the ports from the main-mast aft, did considerahle execution.

About this time, an open cask of musket-cartridges; standing abaft the
"hesapeake’s mizen-mast for the use of the marines, caught'fire and blew
up 3 bat did ne ipjury whatever. 'The Chesapeake’s head had now fallen,
ef, bringing ker close alongside the Shannon ; whose mizen-mast was.
wearly oppesite the end of the former’s spanker-beom. -

Captain Broke, seeing the favourable memeant, called out * Board ;*
end; accompanicd by the first-lieutenant and about twerty men, sprung on
the Cliesapeake’s quarter-deck.  ‘There, 1o Lis surprise, not an officer ox
man was to be seen. ‘On ker gangway, about twenty Americaus made .

' o
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slight resistance ; but wese soon driven towards the fore-castls.  Some of
these attempted to get down the fore-hatchway, but failed, by crowding
t r. Others leaped overbeard ; and very few survived. '
tween thirty and forty ef the Shannon’s mariges quickly followed the
first boardirg-party. These drove down the men whe were ascending
the main-hatchway ; cleared the majn angd migen tops ; and secared the
guarter-deck.
" The Cheszapeake’s fore-top was, in the mean time, stormed by midship-
wau Smith and his top-men, abeut five in number ; who either destroyed,
or drove oun deck, all the Americans stationed there. "T'his gallant young
man deliberately passed from the Shawnon’s fore-top, aleng the fere-yard-
arm, which was braced up, to the Chesapeake’s, also braced up ; and
thence into hertop. "L'he relative position of the ships brought their fore-
yards nearly upoa a line ; thus faveuring the enterprise. .

Just at the close of the aetion ; and while €aptain Broke was calling
on his men to give quarter, he received a severe sabre-wound at theback
part of his bead.  Some of the men that were near him, hastily tore strips
from their shirts, to wrap round the head of their beloved commander.
He told them to go on, and nef wind him. Captain Broke then sat down
on acoil of rope ; apd soon afterwards,faint with less ofbleod and exertion,
was carried ou board bis own ship. '

The first-lieutenant of the Shannon was struck on thehead with a grape-
shot from one o f that ship’s fore-most gons, while hoisting the British col-
ours over the American. Two gues were discharged, unfortunately, be-
fore the olfjcer commanding them, knew of the Chesapeake’s surrender ;
by which, six or seven cf the Shannen’s men shared the lamented fate of
Mr. Watt, and several others were wounded. :

Almost immediately that the British colours were hoisted on board the
Chesapeake, the anckor which had got foul of her qaarter-gallery, carried
itaway; and ths two ships separated. The Shannon, lowerikg her boats;
soon sent ou beard 2 supply of men. Atabort eight ¢’clock, the prison-
ers being divided and properly secured, the British skip and Ler fige prize,
Dbent their course for alifax.

Between the disclargoof the first gun, and the period of Captain Droke’s
boardiug, ten minutes only eiapsed ; end iu four miuotes more, the Chesa-
peake was completely his.—Huandreds of spectators from Boston and the
surrounding ncighbourhood, expresscd their ustonishment at the speedy
termination of the firiug; and, it will be recoliccted, the firing did not
sease, until the very moment of victory.

What a Lappy circumstance it was, that duving the whole of thgday,
a0 British cruigzer, public or private, came insight.  If we except a very
sumerous asscreblage of American gun-boats zud pleasure-yachts, the twg
frigates had the offing to themselves. '

The-Chesapeake was severely battered in her hull; on the starhonprd
Auarter particularly. A shot passed through oue ef her trznsowms, (of
irawense thickness,) and several cutered the stern-windows. She had twe
main-deck guns, aud oue carronade, entirely disabled.  One carronade;
also, was dismounted ; awd some carriages were broken.

Her three lowei-masts, especjally the main and mizen masts, were badly
goupded. The bew-sprit rercived no imjnry ; nor was a tpar of any kit
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shotaway. ' Her lower rigging and stays were a good deal cut

but neither masts nor rigging were damaged, so that they couldwot
be remedied, if necessary, without going into port. P~
Dreadful was the slaughter on board of her. She lost a lienten-
ant of marines, the master, and -at least, seventy ﬁvéﬁpettx-oﬂice[s, :
seamen and marines, killed ; her gallant commander, firstand fourth
lieutenants, wounded mortally ; her second-and third lieutenants
the chaplain, five midshipmen, and eighty two p‘att‘};-uv)[ﬁ(:e_rs.,,;e;;uvqer]5
and marines, also wounded; about forty three of them severely ;
total, killed and wounded, 170 ; exelusive of ten or twelve, that, in
our returns, (on account of smart-money,) would have been noticed
among the wounded. : oid @ it e m
In confirmation of the above account of the Chesapeake’s loss,
her late surgeon writes from Halifax, that the ‘¢ number of killed
and wounded is estimated &t about 160 to-170 ;" and he would,
perbiaps, not include those with very slight hurts. . On the other
hand, Lientenant Budd, in his cfficial letter, gives the names of only
forty seven killed ; enumerating the wounded, as we have done, at
03.  Another American account makes the total loss, 144.  This
subject will be better understood, when the ship’s complement of
men in the action, comes to be discussed.
~The injuries sustained by the Shannen liora no comparison to
those of the Chesapeake. Five roundshot passed throngh her ; one
only below the thain-deck. Several eighteen-pounders stuck in her
starboard side, ranged in a line, just above the copper. A long
iron bar was also discovered sticking in her side, a short distance
under water. : : el
lier fore and main-masts were slightly injured by shot : her bow-
sprit (previously sprung) and mizen-mast, were badly wounded.
No other spar was damaged.  Her pole-mizen-top-mast, from its
shor(ness eompared to the Chesapeake’s, may have given rise to the
assertion, that her *“ mizen-royal-mast” was shot away. Herrig-
ging was not much hurt. uud
The Americans flattered themselves,that the Shanzon was redu*
ecd to.a sinking state.  So contrary was the fact, ‘that, had'the
badly wounded, and a part of the priseners, (owing to their super-
tor numbers,) been removed from the ships, they could have pro-
ceeded to Portsmouth, withas much ease and safety, as to Halifax,

N, 3. .

The Shannon lest in the action, her first lieutenant, the pursery
eaptain’s clerk, twenty seamen, inarines, and supernumeraries, and
one boy, killed ; her commander, boatswain, a midshipman and
fifty six seamen, marines, and supernuineraries, wounded ; ofw!lon?
twenty four, including the captain and beatswain, (the latter sincs
dead,) were wounded severely ; total, killed and wounded, 83.

The Chesapeake mounted fourteen long eighteen-pounders of &
side wpon the muin-deck ; eight thirty-two-pounder carronades of

'S
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a side upon the quarter-deek ; two more of a side,and one shifting
leng eighteen, upon the forecastle : total 49. She had alsoatwelve-
pounder carronade ; but itis doubtful whether ornot it was mount-
edin the action. A very simple but well-contrived elevating car-
riage, and another for boat-service, belonged to it. 'I'he gun itself,
quite perfect, was found dismounted ; therefore we cannet, with
propriety, estimate it. .

The Chesapeake could easily have fought all her fore-castle cax-
ronades, as well as the eighteen-pounder, upon the broadside ; as
che had five ports, besides the-bridle, on each side. Her fore-castle
was considerably larger,than that ofany frigate in the Britishnavy.

All the American navy-lists of [798, rate the Chesapeake a 44 ;
and she then must have mounted 55 guns ; bringing into the broad-
side, including her elevating capronade, 28 guns.
 Several vague accounts having _been published, respecting the
species of shot found on board of lier, we have, at the end of note
(Z)given a rough sketch of the most extraordinary among them ;
and, te complete the groupe, have added some varieties, taken out
of other American vessels.

We do not say, there was any thing unfair in the Americans us-
ing star, chain, and douhble-headed shot. It is, however, no longer
matter of surprise, that the masts and rigging of our ships, in all
the unsuceessful actions,were so quickly cut to pieces and destroyed.
- A desire to torment, as well as to destroy, must have influenced
the Americans ; or why were the Chesapeake’s caunisters made
to eomtain angular and jagzed pieces of iron ; or the musket-car-
tridges, three and four bock-shot each ?

A large eask of lime, with the head open, had been standing on
the fore-castle, but was knocked to pieces by one of the Shannon’s
shot, A bagz of the same, was found in the fore-top. Long after
the Chesapeake arrived in tialifax, the remains of the lime were to
be seen about the fore-castle. I'or what precise use it was integd-
ed, we cannot conjecture. ‘

. Now for the most diflicult part in the estimate ofan American
ship’s force ; her complement of men on going into action.

On the nineteenth of June, at the Admiralty-Office, Lieutenant
George Budd, the surviving commanding officer of the Chesapeake,
swore as follows : ¢ e does not know the number of hands oa
board at the time of capture, but will procure acopy of the muster-
voll. He supposes there might have beenabout540 hands on board
at the time of capture. He thinlis they were Americans ; but there
were some Danes and Swedes on board.”

Lieutenant Budd’s official letter bears date four days previous.
He there gives th= names (before, as it would appear above, he had
“ procured a copy of the muster-roll”’) of 47 of his crew killed.
How happened Mr Budd not to know, that “ the number of hands”
beinnging to theChesapeake,whose Hames wyere entered m the agent
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for prisoners’ hooky, amouated to 326 2 That mumber, added te his ¢ 47
killed,” would have produced 37 3, iastead of * about 310.”

As Mr. Budd’s memory had not recoveved itself; at the time of his cxt
amination on oath, it must have been still more confused; when he wrote
his official letter ; which accounts, readily enobgh, for bis inaccuracy res-
pecting the number of the Chesapeake’s killed. ' )

Two muster-rolls were found. on board the Chesapeake. One contained
the names of 389 ; the other, written up to the morning of the action, of
891. Both contained numerous ditcharges ; some as late as the 31st of
May. Wemay therefore conclude, that, on the morning of the firet of June,
the Chesapeake had a ¢omplement of 391. '

It was well-known in Boston, that several volunteers joined the Chesa-
peake, as she was getting under way at half past twelve.  Several of the
petty-officers, after they were sent to Melville Island, confessed, that thirty
or forty hands, principally from theCopstitution, came on board ; and were
aot reported to the purser. _ _

In corroboration of several men having joinéd the ship a very short time
before the action, a number of bags and hammocks were found lyingin the
boats stowed over the booms ; and'in dircct proof that some of the Con-
stitution’s men were on board the Chesapeake, three or four of the Guer-
riere’s Americans, who, after that ship’s capture, enlisted on board the Cons
stitution, were amang thie prisoners taken out of the Chesapeake ; and
were immediately recognised by their former shipmates, now, as stated be-
fore,t serving on board the Shannon.

Even 410, the number given as the complement of the Chesapeake in
Captain Broke’s leiter, was not founded on mere surmisa.  After the Ches-
apeake had been several weeks in Halifax, a letter was found in one of her
Yockers, dated in 1811, from Robert Smith Esquire, the then Becretary of
State, to Captain Samuel Evans, at Bosten ; directing him to open houses
of rendezveus for manning the Chesapeake ; and enumerating the different
classes, to the amoeunt of 442. This, teo, was in {imes of profound
peace ; when no Shannen was creizing in defiance off the harbour.

Again, the Congress, of the same rate as the Chesapeake, arrived at Ports-
mouth N. Flampshire, according to 2 published letter from one of her of-
ficers, with 410 men of her crew on board ; basides having lost four by
death, and manned a prize with seme ethers. _ y

We have no doubt, that the Chesapeake’s complement én going inte
action, was upwards of 405 ; at which amount,therafore, it is fixed in the ta-
ble.  Ameong the prisoncrs, there were but ten, disfinguished by the A-
merican officcrs as boys ; and enly three that weuld ceme under thatde:
nomination,on board a Britich ship of war. Of Danes; Swedes, and blacky;
there appeared to be about thirteen. '

The gunner, Matthew Rogers, was an Irishman ; the carpenter, George
itilter, believed to be a native of this Proviace. There were six or eight
more British suljects among the prisoners. By some mismanagement, the
fir:t named, notorious traitor, instead of being sent home for trial, wasal-
Pewed to return, 'aughing in his sleeve, to his adepled country.

FThe Chesapeake’s men, i general. were remsuikably stout ; especiaj['!f

*See abisve p. 10, ’ T,
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when contrasted with the Shannon's ; most of whom were rather
below the middle stalure. As one proof of stoutness, the hand-
cuffs that were on deck, ready to secure the British crew, caused,
when applied to the wrists of the Americans, many of the Iatter to
wince with pain. : '

The Shannon meunted upon the main-deck, the same as the Chkes-
apeake ; ®#pon the quarter deck, six thirly-two-pounder carronades
anl one long nine, of a side ; a twelve-pounder-carronade on the
starboard, and a brass six-pounder on the larboard side. To make
room for these, both gang-ways, had been, by Capt.Broke's orders,
converted into-parts; and the long nines placed there. Two twelve -
pounder-carronades were also meunted as standing stern-chasers.
One object in placing them there, was to trim the ship. Upon her
fore-castle, the Shannon mounted two thirty-two-pouncder carron-
ades and one long nine, ofaside ; making a total of 52 guns; of
which, 25 enly could be used in the broadside.  She had, we
believe, aswivel mounted in one of her tops; but, having brought
the heaviest broadside® into the estimate, and being uncertain as to
the calibre of the swivel, we shall take no further notice of it.

Cagptain Broke, in his letter of challenge, says, ¢ The Shannon
~mounts twenty four guns upon her broadside, and one light boat-
gun: eighteen-pounders on her main-deck, and thirty-two-pounder-
carronades on her quarter-deck and fore-castle.”” If there is here
any variation from the fact, it is that, instead of having on her up-
per battery all thirty-twos, she had two nines, of a side, besides her
boat-zun. Yet the editor of the American Porte-folio, has had the
assurance to complain of Captain Broke, for having ‘ under-rated
his ship’s force.” i

The Shannon had, on going into action, 215 officers and seamen,
55 marvines, and 18 recaptured men, making 284 ; also 24 boys,
(about thirteen of them under twelve years of age,) and 22 landsmen
from Ireland, forty eight hours only in the ship ; 6f whom not more

“than four could speak a word of English, and not one of whom had
ever been at sea,nntil he took his passage on beard the Dock. We
must, however, add them to the complement ; which they therefore
swelled np to 350.

Three of the Irish supernumeraries fell in the action. To say
these rough sons of Evin, amidst the rew and awful scene they were
exposed to, behaved gallantly, would be superflous,considering the
land they eame from.  Their native valour may also have been
whetied a little,by the treatment they experienced from the crew of
the American privateer. ‘

The first public-acceunt of the Shannon’s action, estimated
her complement at 835 ; including, by mistake, the mid<hipman and
four men, that werc absent in the brig William ; and who agaia
joined their ship, soon after her arrival ia Halilax. Here is

*Larboard breadside 352 lbs.
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" another instance of correctness in Captain Broke’s letter of::r‘i‘mgl-:
lenge. Hestated the Shannon’s complement, t6 consist of ..i:’ﬂ_.
men and boys” ; yet, say the Americans, “ he under-rated his ship’s’.
furce.” : ;

The dimensions of the two ships appear in the table. The Shan-
non, in her masts and rigging, equalled the larges,st 38 ; yet, wasex-
ceeded in both, by the Chesapeake, ““ only a 36.” Jiow the latter
would look by the side of a British 36, the Pheebe’s dimensions will
shew.

The Chesapeake was built at Norfolk in 1797 ; and cost, says}\rl‘l-."
Clark, 220,677 dollars and 80 cents,” or £61299 : 8 sterlm%.,
A Virginia paper of that time, commends her greatly, for wodel,
strength, and workmanship. = Previous to her capture, she had un-
dergone a complete repair ; and, if no accident happens, willTen
fifteen years, before she requires taking into dock.

Her fastenings are superior to such as we commonly use ; her
seams throughout, rem'arll:;ably close ; and her timbers considerably
stouter,than any 38’s in the service. Her bulwarks,or top-sidesare
far thicker than those of a British, or French-built,.38 ; and as solid
as live oak cah make them.  Her outside appearance has been
much improved in England, by giving her a figure-head ; and the
Chesapeake, although she was ¢ the werst frigate in the navy” of*
the United States, is now, confessedly, one of the finest of her class
in the navy of Great Britain.

* The unsual disparity between the combatants,in the height of tops,
did not occur in this case. The poor rifleman little expected to
be so intruded upon, in his snug quarters. The death-speeding
tube, so often his friend, refused its accustomed aid. The arm,
not the eye,was now alone to save him. There he was over-natched;
and soon thrown head-long upen his ewn deck.

The Shannon was built, by contract, at Chatham, in 1806. Ow-
ing to two frigates of the same name® having been lost, the sailors
pronounced her (as the Americans have the Chesapeake) unlucky ;
and none wished to enter on board. Captain Broke was appointed
to herin June,but didnot join her until the 14th of September,1806.
Her complement was made up of dranghts from different ships ; and
themen frequently quarrelledamong themselves. Captain Broke’s
judicious plan of discipline, aided by his fatherly conduct, soon
reconciled all parties. He made them, in time, a fine ship’scompa- .
ny ; and this, although they consisted, for the most part, of the ex-
tremes of young and old.+

His admirable system of gunnery, and the sights he employed
upon his gung, were not recent measures. Captain Broke had

*Both bailt at Depiford ; one, a 28, of 587 tons, in 1757 ; the other, a 32 -6!"795 tons
in 1796, : : ? - 1

tMr. Stevens, the boatswain, was in Lord Rodney's action.
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proved the utility of both, four or five years before he engaged the’
Chesapeake. All the frigateson the lialifax station, early in 1813,
had profited, more or less, by the Shannon’s example. ;

Tt'#ill'now be proper to give the"American account, of this de-
cisive and quii_:ﬁ{jr- ispatched action. We wiil again refer to
Mr Clark. Hesays: 4

« Shortly after Captain Lawreree arrivedat New-York, he was
appointed .fo command the Chesapeake frigate. It was with re-
luctance heaccepted thecommand of this vessel ; for she was con-
sideredthe worst ship in the navy. Ths Chesapeake then lay at
Boston, whither captain Lawrence repaired. When nearly ready:
for sea, the British frigate Shannen appeared off' the harbour, and
made signals expressive ofa challenge. A written challenge is al-
sostated to have been sent hy captain Brooke, the commauder of
the Shannon, but which eaptain Lawrence neverreceived. Favour-
able circumstances, and superiority of force, were on the side of the
Shannon. The Chesapealie, on the contrary, labouredunder par-
ticular disadvantages. Iler commander wasvery slightly acquaint-
ed with his crew : the greater part of whom were new recruits.
She, as has been already observed, was but an indifterent vessel,
and at the moment the Skannon appeared, wasnot in complete or-
der for an engagement. But Lawrence had himself challenged a’
British vessel; the sight of one riding in defiance before him, was
too much for his pride to bear. He, in consequenee, pot to sea en -
the first of Juné; havidig hoisted a wlhiite flag with ¢ Free Trade and
Sailors® Rights.” e addressed his men in a short discourse, but it
was received with no marks of approbation. Discontent was ap-
parent among a part of the crew, and complaints were muttered of
not having received their prize-money. The boatswain, a Portu-
guese, was the principal instigator of this'dissatisfaction. Law-
rence, unacquainted with his crew, resolved to remove the cause of
their complaint. lie ordered the purser to give prize-checks to
those who had received none. Onperceiving the Chesapeake com-
ing out, the Shannon bore away. The Chesapeake followed until
4 o’clock inthe afternoon, when she bauled up and fireda gun,  On
this the Shannon hove-to. The two vessels continued maneuvring
in silence until 6, when they were within pistel-shot of each other.
The action then commenced by a tremendous and destructive

* broadside from each vessel, which, on board the Chesapeake, llled

the sailing-master, Mr. White, and mortally wounded the fourth
lieutenant, Mr. Ballard. - A musket-ball struck captain Lawrence
In bis leg, and inflicted a painful wound. He however leaned on
the companion-way, and continued to commmand and encourage his
erew. A secondand third destructivebroadside was discharged from
each ship, in which the Chesapeake had evidently the advantage ;
but unfortunately her first lieut. Ludlow was severely wounded,
and carried below. Three men, in the course of 12 minutes, had
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heen successively shot’ down from her helm. A hand gresale,
thrown on the quacter-deck, caused a great explosion, apd set fire
to some musket-cartridges, but did no etherinjury.” b

- “The bugleman who should have called the boarders, as ordered
by Captain Lawrence,did not do his duty. 'The Shannon had sus-
tained so miich injury that her commander,Commodore Brooke,was
preparing to repel 2ny aitempt of hearding from the Chesapeake.
But at this moment Brooke,perceiving the havec his fire bad ccea-
sioned on the deck of the Chesapeake, jumped on board her with
about 20 men. They would soon have been driven back, but all
the officers on deck were either killed or wounded.  The second
lientenant Budd, who cornmanded the first division below, led u
the boarders ; but only fiftcen or twenty men followed him. Witg
these he defended the ship until disabled by a wound. Lieuntenant
Ludlow, thongh wounded, hurried on deek, where besoen received
a mortal sabre-wound. Sixty additional men being thrown on
beard from the Shannon, thecrew of the Chesapeake, who had no.
officer to direct and rally them, were over-powered.  The Chesa-
peake, however, was not surrendered by an act of submission, but
was taken possession of by a force that overwhelmed all nppoaihqn.”

“ The greater part of ihe Americans were killed and wounded by
the British boarders. The lcss of the Shannon was principally oe-
casioned by the cannon of the Chesapeake.  The latter received
little injury in ber hull ; whereas the former had several shots be-
tween wind and water; and had her crew been repelled in the at-
tempt to board, she weuld in all prebability have been captured.”*

" Let us first endeavour to describe Mr. Clarke’s “ new reeruits.”
Upon the Chesapeake’s arrival in Beston, on the 13th of April,
those of her erew whose terms of service were expired, received
their discharges. 'l he greater part, it is understood, re-entered.
To fill up the deficiencies, four houses of rendezvous were opened.
The moment a man declared himself a candidate, he received a
dollar, and accompanted an officer to the ship ; where he was exam-
ined by a board of officers, eonsisting of the master, surgeon, and
some others, as to his knowledge of scamanship, muscular strength
age, &c. It fully approved of, he signed the articles ; and remaiweri
wherehe was. Ifrejected,hereturned home witha dollar in his pocket.
Frequently, out of five boat-loads that would go off to the ship in
the course of the day, three would come back, not eligible. Seo
much for Mr. Clark’s “new recruits.”

Has Mr. Clarke the effrontery to call ¢ the boatswain a Pertu-
guese’” ?—The Chesapeake’s boatswain was brought in, mortally
wounded; and his name in the agent’s beok, i3, ¢ Peter Adams.”
He was boatswain oftheConstitution, when she took the{Guerriere ;
and so far from being a ¢ Porluguese,” or even a Biitish subject,
was a native American.

#N. I Val. 1. p 205, 208,
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During her last cruize, the Chesapeake captured four prizes. One of
which, the Volunteer, got in safe ; and was *¢ said to be worth £150,000
sterling.” 1f, then, there was any  discontent” about * prize-meney,” it
must have been among her former crew ; which sufficiently explains, why
the purser was orderéd,  to give prize-checks to those who had received
none.”

“ The canse of complaint” thus effectually rehoved, the men would na-
turally be stimulated to make wmore prize-money ; and (what glee they
must all have been in!) the very object of their wishes, was beckoning
them to come and take her.

Captain Lawrence was appointed to the Chesapeake, soon after Captain
Evans arrived.  We know, that the American crews are kept constantly
drilled at the guns, in barbour, as well as at sea. What authority,then, has
MrClark for sayirg that,aslateas the first ‘'of June,theChesapeake’s ““com-
mander was very slightly acquainted withhis crew” 2

Inconsistencies and contradictions, are indeed so glaring, in every past
of this apolegetical essay, that to dwell upon them any longer, would be
{axing the reader’s patience.

Whether or not a hand-grenade was thrown from the Shannon, we are
unable to say.  British hand-grenades are not, however, such frightful
things as these Mr. Madison has authoriged the employment of.*  The
are only small shells, containing about a pound aud a half of powder.
On the home-stations, British ships are supplied with them ; but they are
seldom used, merely causing smoke and cenfusion. g

We shall not honour Mr. Low, by citing any of his trash on the morti-
fying subject, beyond what may be necessary to shew, how happily he
chimes in with his fellow-labourer, Mr.Clark. Thus ; while the ¢ Naval
History”" dubbs the Chesapeake ¢ the worst ship”” in the -American navy,
the “ History of the war” declares the Shannon, “ the best frigate in the
British navy.’+ f

In most of our unsuccessful actions, the mumerical superiority of the A-
mericans, has ameunted, by the time the flag was struck, to twe, three,foury
and, in some instanees, seven to one ; amd in naval actions generally, the
conguerors out-number their prisoners.  But, if wve take the whole that
were alive on each side, the reverse was the fact, whentheChesapeake sur~
tendered to the Shannon ; the former havieg 326, the latterenly 307,hands
onboard. By leaving out the badly weunded on both sides, the numbers
are made equal, 283 each. Look at the relative numbers that were en board
the Chesepeake, when her crew © were overpawered’”; fixing the number
of boarders, as Mr Clark has done, at 81.—Yet tha ship * was taken pos-
session of iy a ferce that everwhelmed all oppesition.” !'!

Although the British frigate, in broadside-weight of metsl, men, and
§iz2, was one tenth inferior to the American, we consider if—an equal

‘match. At the same time, much credit is due toCaptain Broke, for having
done the business so quickly ; as well as for having sought avd cemmenecd
the attack, close upon an enemy’s shore ; where, in the cvegt of a lory ac-
tion, cripplad ships, and a continuaunce of the prevailing light nir, a fresh
force would have assailed the Shanmon, and afriendiy port-been opei to the
Hhesapeake.

a 4 I3 s o - - ~
*sve belowp. 74, fLow's tist. of the War p. 86,
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Laying aside thase ¢favourable circumstances, the well-proved
skill and valour of the Shannon’s crew, would, there can be little
doubt, have ensured success, had long range been the Chesapeake’s
choice ; and, with her possession of the weather-gage, the battle
been protracted to some hours, instead of being over in. the short
pace of fourtezn. minutes. ?

T'o convey aslight idea how the loss of this frigate, although
“the worst ship in the navy,” was received by the people of the
United States, we venture to subjoinan extract of a letter, written
in the avtumn of 1813, by an Englishman, then residing at Phila-
delphia : : '

d On Saturday, Junethe 5th, accountsarrived here from Boston,
that the Chesapeake had sailed out to attack the Shannon, who was
waiting for her off the port. Each greeted his neighbour on the
expected victory ; and the warmest among the navy-men trimmed
their pencils, torun through the Skannon’s name in the large sheet-
navy-list pasted up on the Reading-room wall ; and transfer it to.
the upper or American part.” : 2 ,

% Next day, about noon, came another account. All flocked to.
the Exchange, to know the truth of so * improhable” an event.
By 2 o’clock, South-Second street becanie alinost impassable, from.
the erowd collected in frout of the coffee-room.”™

** With many, the dinner-hour came in vain : the smoaking joint
cooled, untasted, on the table. 'I'he Sabbath was forgotten, and
orators of every sect, discoursed that evening to empty benches.
‘The printing-presses were put in moticn; soon appeared, reams
of hand-bills, bearing on top, by way of corrective to the bitter po-
tion, the capture of Fort-George ; then, the reported one ef the
“ unlucky’ Chesapeake.”

- ¢ On Monday, the hour of post saw hundreds, with gloomy vis-
ages pacing the street to and fro; locking occasionally at their
walelies ; as if to interest old Time himselfin their perturbed feel-
ings. Others, on foot-and on horse-back, went forward to way-lay.
the tardy mail. 1t came, and brought,—cruel disappointment !—a.
mere eclio ofthe preceding day’s news.”

“ On Wednesday, a federal paper had in large characters, the
cheering words,—** Chesapeake not taken ;”—{ounded on the as-
sertion of some fishermen, who declared that, when they saw the-
two vessels, the Shannon was running away, and the_Ghes{\peake n.
full parsuit.”

¢ This accorded so well with the general opinion of Americar:
prowess, on the one hand, and of its natural consequence, British:
shiness, on the other, that many gave eredit to the fishermen’s story.””

“ The Freeman’s Journal, ancther federal print, wisely account--
ed for all the previous mistakes, by supposing that the red-looking:
#lag hoisted on board the Chesapeake so soon after the two shipss
cloged, was not the British ensign, as averred by several, but the-
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ved or bloody flag, run up as a signal that-—~No QUARTER WOULD BE
saEw N, because combustible materials had been. ilirown into the
ship.” ot

‘?’-I'hisjulep flowed down the throat like molasses and milk ; and
its effects were soon visible in the altered countenances of Dector
M’ Corkle’s patients.”

% It has been doubted by many, whether these two restorative
draughts, the ¢ fishermen’s story” and the “ bloody flag,” were
not compounded by order of the Board of Health ; the desponding
looks of the citizens portending, really, a worse disease, than their
endemial plague, the yellow fever.” '

“ Howevenafter a week of suffering,such as no humane man ceuld
wish, even an enemy to endure, a lialifax account confirmed the
worst.” _ _

“ The national feelings,galled as they are, it i3 now attempted to
heal,by roundly proclaiming,the decided superiority of the Shannon,
in size, guns, and men ; and that some British sailors that were ac-
cidently on board the Chesapeake, “‘all ran below, while not a
native American shrunk from the conflict.”

“ A Baltimore federal editor discovers a panaceain *““kher flag
never having been struck as an acknowledgement of defeat, but on
the contrary waved to the last ;> and gravely adds,-—“* [t isan
awiul warning to them of what they are to expect from an encoun-
ter with our ships of war.” ” .

“ Asto Captain Broke,he is declared to bea tall,raw-boned Irish-
man, as strong as Sampson, and perfect master of the bread-sword,
which, by all account, he dealt about him most lustily.”

“ Then, says a Boston editor—* “Boarding is a,dernier and des-
perate resort ; and leading the boarcers, always a duty assigned to
the first lieutenant.”””

“ Another modest editor observes,—* ¢ Ifafter beiug out of port
bat five hours, our vessel stood any thing like an equal chance, it
15 two to ene she would have carrizd the Shannon, if the Chesapeake
had been at sea ten days before the engagement.” ”—Another la-
ments ¢ that Captain Lawrence did not receive Captain Broke's
letter of challenge before he sailed, that he might have been delib-
erately prepared for the bhattle.” ” ‘

“Surely, the want of sea-legscculd net have been felt, when it
was so calm, that the bay was covered,according to a Boston paper,
““yitheraft and boats,(among which were three er four gun-boats,)
to witness the expected rencontre.””

“ As to not being prepared, the ship ¢ wasready for sea early
in the morning,” ” says anotber paper; and knesw the Shannon was
waiting outside for her, says Lizutecant Budd Lkimself. She remain-
ed getting ready till past i2: then stood out in chace.” _

* “Not many hours previous to this fortunate gn_eetm::;,th_e (’mctorw(g'—
jever may be supposed to have arrived at itscrisis. Por, itis asserted
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here that, on the morning of the battle, Commodorc Bainbridge urged
Captain Lawrence {o take on board the Chesapeake, the five guns formerly
belonging to her; but thathe replied, he would send on shore six of those
he then had on board, and bring in the Shannon that same afternoon.”

Description of American dismantling-shot:

Figure a is called a star-shot. It is made of wrought-iron ; and, when
discherged frem the gun, expands like figure ¢. KEach arm is about two
feet in length. Some of these shot had five, others three arms. Figure &
is called a chain-shot ; also of wrought-iron. Its extended length is six

e feet ; doubling up to the length of
% a foot. Figure ¢ is an American
o] & double-headed shot. “The above,
together with single irom bolts,
crow-bars, broken marling-spikes,
&c. were tuken out of the Chesa-
Y peake. The whele,weighing nearly
: 4 aton,were sold atauction inHal-
ifax ; and thegreaterpart has since
) been converted into horse-shoes,and
ather articles of innocent utility.

Figure d is composed of twe hol-
low half-spheres of weod, about
half an inch thick, Through the
two,about nincty large nails are dri-.
ven ; so that their points preject
outside. T'wo grape-shot are laid
in one half ; and the whole glued
together. A fuse-hole is made,.
a quantity of powder intreduced,
and the following paper label past-
ed between the nails : * Patent
Porcupine hand-grenades, made
by Nichelas C.Bachia, No. 15, Chatham street, New-York.”—This pateni-
affair, nails and all, is just seven inches in diameter. Figure e is a star-shot
of a different description from a. Figure fis a front, and g a side-view of
the same, when made up, ready to be intreduced into the gun. The hand-

renade and the last shot,were taken out ofan American aimed vessel brought:
into Halifax.
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(X)
ARGUS and PELICAN:

The Pelican arrived at Cork from a cruize, on the 12th of August; ands
sailed again the next day, in quest of the Argus, American sloop of war &

|
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which bad been committing serious depredations on commerce in St George's
Chanael.

Fortunately, a fire of her ownmaking, discovered the Argus, at four o’-
‘clock on the morning of the 14th, in latitude 5<° 15 N. longitude 5° 50’
AV. She made no attempt to escape, her commander being confident, as
‘itafterwardsappeared, of taking the Pelican. :

At6 A. M. the Argus fired her broadside ; which was quickly returned.
‘A elose action now ensued, within musket-shot distance ; and continued
until forty three minutes past six ; when the Argus was boarded on the
starbeard bow ; the brave William Young who led theparty, receiving his
death from the fore-top, just as he stepped upon the enemy’s gun-whale.
‘The Americans did not ofier to rally ; but immediately hauled down their
colours.

The Argus was tolerably cut up in her hull ; but, like the Chesapeake,
had no spar shot away. She lostinthe action, two midshipmen and four
seamen, killed ; hér commander, (a brave officer,) carpeuter, ome boat-
swain’s mate, and one seaman, mortally ; her flrst lieutenant and five sea-
men, seyerely, and eight others, slightly woundad ; total 24.

On board the Pelican, two shot passed through the boatswain’s and car-
penter’s cabins. Her sides were filled with grape-sliot ; and her rigging

_and sails injured a good d2al.  Even her royals did not escape ; but ne
spar was seriously hurt. She lost ene seaman killed, besides the master’s
‘mate, Mr. Young; and five seamen slightly weunded ; total 7.

- The American brig mounted nine twenty-four-pounder carronades, and
one leng twelve, of a side ; total 20. She had ten broadside-ports, without
a bridle ; and wasa remarkably well-equipped vessel. '

She cailed from America on the 21st of Juune, with, as appears by a New-
York paper, her full complement of men on board.  After landing Mr,
Lrawford, the minister, at L’Orizot, the Argus cruized near the Irishcoast;
where, during a period of more than five wecks, she captured twenty sail
of vessels ; destroying all of them but four. T'wo of these, she gave up to
the prisoners ; and two others, the Matilda and Betsy, she manned and or-
dered in. Oae was re-raptured by the Revolutionaire ; the other by the
Leonidas.

The original complement of the Argus was 149 ; but, having manaed
‘those two vessels, she had in theaction 136; all of which, except two or
three,were stout, able fellows. She had three lieutenants, besidcs her com-
mander; also a lieutenant of marines; the same as our first-class twenty-gun
ships. 'T'he men had iron skull-caps, to enable them {o repel bLoarders
“With greater eflect.

The Pelican mouanted eight thirty-two-poundercarronades, ene shifting
iwelve-poundar-boatscarronade, and one long six, of a side ; besides twe
sixes mounted as standing stera-chacers ; total 21.  The last two sixes, as
they must be counted, had batter have beea iu the sea. This brig resembled
all others of herclass; and could fight nine guns only of a side, besides the
Hoat-gun.

Her camplemant was 122 ; bat, her master and five men belng absent
in a prize, she went into action with only 116 ; including a great prepor-
gion of bovs.

$£ooa after the action, Captain Maples dispatched the Argus te Plymouth;
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himself proceeding to Corl, to which station the Pelican be!ongérj‘.
About the time of parting company, he wrote his official letter.
He states the Argus to be ¢ 360 tons” ; her complement, when she
sailed, to have been “149 men, but in the action 127 ;” and that
she lost, * her officers say, about forty killed and wounded.” Cap-
tain Maples must have obtained all this from the American officers;
who,except the wounded,had been taken on board thePelican. The
tonnage meant, of course, American measurement. The other
statements were ascertained to be incorrect, as soon as the Argus
arrived at a British port, AR g - :

The Argus was built at Boston in 1802-3, for government-service.
Her bulwarks were very high ; and constructed with the usual re-
oard to the safety of the men. She was a very swift sailer ; and
possessed great stability. Nothing but her age,prevented her from
being added to the Dritish navy. '

The United States’ government-print, the * National Intelligen-
cer,” speaks of the Argus thus : ¢ She is admitted to be one of the
finest vessels in theservice of her class; and the model of such a
vessel is certainly inestimable.”—DBut, reader, mark, this was pre-
vious toher capture. , : _

The dimensions of both brigs will be found inTable7. The ad-
ditional breadth of the Pelican alone; makes her exceed the Argus
in tonnage. The latter was a much heavier rigged vessel ; whieh;
added to hér encreased length, made her appear Jarger on the wa-

-ter than the Pelican.

We shall notsay, as the Americans did, in the Hornet and Ped-
cock’s detion ; that twenty-fours are as good as thirty-twos.* We
know better. The Argus mounted, however, long twelves to long.
sixes, and her broadside-weight of metal, was within one sixth of

“that of her adversary. In men, (and the action was quite close,)
she was superior in the same proportion. How then are we
to account for losing but one man killed by shot, during a carronade
of forty three minutes >—1It would appear, that the Americans per-
form best in gunnery, when they have high odds in their favour.

The Pelican’s men deserve credit for firing better than common;
and so do her oflieers, for having drilled them at the guns.

How consolotary itis, to compare the condition of the least da-
maged of our six captured brig-sioops, at the moment of surrender;
with that ofthe U. States’ sloop of war, Argus. 'Then the hostile -
erews, how stood their relative numbers ? Deduct from the erew
of the Argus; six killed and four mortaily wounded; and 126 re-
main :—actually,ten more than the Pelican commenced action with.
We should like to hear fromthe editor ofthe A merican Porte-folio,
and other republican philesophers, in what consists, that ““meoral
and physical superiority’’ of the American, over the British sailor,
about which they so exultingly deelaim. -

*Sce abeve p. 99,
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It would have pleased us better, had the Argus and Pelican
Leen, in guns, more equally matched ; yet, in broadside-wejght of

. metal, men, and size, collectively, the former was enly one thirty-

fifth inferior. The Shannon was one tenth inferior to the Chesa-
peake ; and we called that an equal match. But theAmericans, af-
ter all, pay us too high a compliment, to admit the same, between
two vessels of far less disparity of force, the Argus and Pelican.

No American official account-appearing, until upwards of eight-
een onths after the action, Mr. Clark had to rely upon his own
rowers of exaggeration, for saving the honour of the nation. Hg

egins : ¢ The Pelican, carrying 22 guns, the largest brig but one
in the British navy, (probably, the Peacock is here meant,*) fell in
with the Argus. A very desperate engagement ensued, and lasted
forty three minutes, when the Pelican succeeded in capturing the
Argus by boarding. The Iinglish newspapers state the loss ofthe
Americans in killed and wounded at forty. The Pelican was in
every res;l};ct a superior vessel to the Argus; she was of 485 tons
burden. er shot in pounds was G60. The burden ofthe Argus
was £08 ; her shot in pounds 402.7+

This ¢ desperate” affair was far too modestly related, to suit,
without some alteration,the ** History of theWar.” Although that
“ faithful record of events” was published three months after Lieu-
tenant Watson’s official letter, (wherein the Pelican’s force in guns
1s accurately given,) had gone the round of the American papers ;
and although the title-page of the work assures us, that the con-
tents have heen ¥ carefully compiled from official documents,” Mr.
Low introduces the following *f impartial” statement of the force
of the two vessels : :

“ Argus—16-24 pound carronades, 2 long 9’s—burthen 298 tons,
M men fit for duty, 5sick, the rest absent in prizes.— Pelican—
22-32 pound carronades, 2 long 9’s and 2swivels—burthen 584 tons,
179 men,11 ofthem yolunteers for the occasion,from ships at Cork.”s:

The American official account is dated * Norfolk, March 2d,
1815.” ‘The first thing that strikes us is, the precision of the writer.
He states the action to have commenced at G ; and to have ended
at6,47. This period he divides as follows : —“ 6,4,—6, 8,—6,12,—

6, 14,—6, 18, —6, 23,—6, 80,—0, 33 ;7 and so crowds with eircum-

stances, each of these trifling intervals, that the reader, unless he
tukes the trouble to snm up the fgures, rises with a conviction,that
this gallant defence against * superior size and metal,” lasted tywo
Zours, instead of forty seven minutes.

The force of the Avgus is not stated ; nor the Pelican’s loss, or
aumber of men, in the action ; but the letter contains an addition-
Al excuse for the capture, as novel, as it is ridiculons ; no less than
*“the futigue which the crew of the Argus underwent, froma very
@apid suecession of captures.” '

# Sce above p. 50. + KK woli i1,(p. 1245, ¥ Hist.sf the War, p. 143.
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This ¢ rapid successien of capturcs,” twenty in all, cccupied a peﬁéi@
of thirty cight days. But, after so much boasting about the ¢ superior
valour of the Americantar,” something was required to account for 126
Americans, fully armed and prepared, yielding, Without-a struggle, to
114 Britens. ; . [YGE

(Y)
. PHGIBE.
CHERUB.

About the middle of February, the Pheebe and Cherub arrived at Val-
paraiso, South America ; where they found, lying atanchor, the Fssex
American frigate, having in company, an armed prize-ship of 20 guns and
60 men, named the Lissex-Junior.

" On the 28th of March, when the two American ships-had appeinted a
tendezvous, and arranged every thing for sailing; a fresh breeze from the
southward drove the Essex to sea. She braced close up ; and,inattempt-
ing to pass to-windward of the two British ships then cruizing off the port,
carried away her main-top-mast. She now (ried te regain the Limits of the
port ; bat, finding she could not, ran into a small bay on the cast side of
the harbowr, and let ge her anchor, * within pistol-shot of the shore” ;
where, with springs on her cables, she awailed the attack.

The Pl eche, which was the weather-most ship, having lest the use of
her mdin-sail, jib, and main-stay, was unable to beat up against a stromg
wind, so as te close the Essex, until thirty five miuutes past ive. The ges
tion then commenced ; and at twenty minutes past six, the Lssex surren-
dered. 3

'The Cherub used every exertion against the baffling winds and occasion-
al ealms, which followed the heavy firing, to elose near the Essex ; with-
out which, her baltery, consisting of all carronades, (except one long six of
a side,) conld produce ne effect whatever ; but she did not succeed.

'The vpper works, masts, and rigging of the Essex were much damaged ;
but she was not io such a state, as to give the slightest cause of alarm,
respecting her being able to perform a voyage to Kurope, with perfect safe-
ty. In Captain Perter’s language, the injuries of the {issex are described
thus: ¢ My ship was cut up in a mauner whieh was, perhaps; never beforé
witnessed. 'The shattercd state of the Essex willy I believey prevent her
~ever reaching Logland.”

The ¥ssex lost in the action, by Captain Porter’s account, her first and
third lieutenawts, and fifty six scamen aud marines, killed and mortally
wennded 3 her master and thirty cight scamen severely, and two nidship:
men and tweaty four seamen, slightly wounded ; total 123. But only
twenty three men were fouud dead on board 5 and only forty twe of the
priscucrs, 161 io number, (sixteen cf which bhad been saved from drowsing

ESSEX and
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by the PLebe’s people,) were wounded. Three of the wounded, Captain
]{illyar states, were taken away by Lieutenant Downes of the Essex-Junior,
during the action. Capt.Porter applies the term “missing” to thirty one men;
by which he makes the loss of the Essex to amount, altogether, to 154.

There can be no doubt, that the loss of the Essex in killed and wounded
was greatly exaggerated, to make her defence appear the more honeurable.
The carnage described byCaptain Porter, is not reconcileable with the slight
injury done to-the hull ef the ship ; mor with the number of killed and
wounded found on board of her, and known to have been taken away.—
Twenty three killed, and ferty five wounded, are in the asual propor-
tion ; which strengthens our belief, that mone of the killed had been
thrown overboard. ’ _

The Pheebe’s injuries were trifling. She had a few shot-holes between

wind and water, which were got at without lighteniag. Her main and
mizen masts, and her sails and rigging, were rather seriously injured : the
latter, she partly replaced out of her well-stored prize.
- Not the slightest damage in hull, spars, rigging or sails, is stated by
Captain Hillyar, to have befallen the Cherub. A shot from one of the Es-
sex’s long guns, must, however, have reached her ; to account for the small
loss she sustained.

Captain Porter gives the following gloomy description of the three ships
after the ‘action :—* Both the Essex and Pheebe are in a sinking state;
-and it was with difficulty they could be kept afloat, until they anchored in
‘Valparaiso next morning ; and I also think it will be out of their power
to repair the damages of the Phebe, so as to enable her to double Cape-
Hora. Al the masts and yards efthe Pheebe and Cherub are badly crip-
pled, and their hulls much cutap; the formerhad eighteen twelve-pound
shot threugh her, below her water-line; some theee fect under water.
Nothing but the smosthness of the water saved both the Phe:be and Essex.”

As might be expected -from Captain Hillyar’s account of the damages of
the Pheebe, she lost only her first lieutenant and three seamen, killed ;

. four seamen and marines, severely, and three, slightly wounded ; total 11.
The Cherub lost one marine killed ; her commander, severely, and two
- ‘marines, slightly wounded ; total 4 ; making theloss on board both ships, 15.
~ The ‘Essex mounted twenty thirty-two-pounder carronades and three
leng'tivelves, of 2 side ; making 46 guns :—a tolerable armament for a 32-
gun frigate. She was compleatly stored and provisioned for six months.

‘Previous to her leaving the Delaware, in October 1812, she had a com-
plement of 328 ; of which eleven only rated as “ landsmen,”’ according te
the list of the crew, at page 4 of that jumble of filth and falsehood, the
¢ Journal of a cruize,” published by Captain Porter,

‘Nine -men being left behind, sick, the Essex sailed on her last cruize,
with 319. Upon her arrival in the Pacific, she recaptured the.crews of
some American whale-ships ; and, during a cruize of six months, captur-
‘ed ten other whalers under the British flag ; but-most of them partly owned
‘and manned by Awericans. T'he united crews of these Angio-American
*ships amounted to 302; many of which,Capt.Porter states, entered on board
ithe Essex. Two or three of the prizes, he fitted out as cruizers; and, a-
smong them, the Atlantic of 355 tons ; which was named the Essex-Junior.

As soon as the nearappreach of the Pheebe was bringing the action to-2



80

close, Captain Porter took advantage of the Essex being “ three
quarters of a m'le from the shore,” to direct such of his men as
could swim, to make their escape.  In his official letter, he pre-
tende, that ¢ the flames bursting up each hatchway” wae his rea-
son; but we hear of no traces of fire being seen, when the ship was
taken possession of. _

““Qurboats,” says he, ¢ were destroyed by the enemy’s shot ;
I therefore directed those who could swim to jump over-board,
and endeavour togain the shore. Some reached it; some were
taken ; and some perished in the attempt ; but most preferred shar-
ing with me the fate of'the ship.” . .

We have the number of those that “ were taken,” and of the
“missing,” or those that “perished in the attempt.” 'The only
difliculty 1s,as to those that “reached the sl ore.” How easy it would -
have been to enumerate the latter ; and then we should have no.
dispute, about the complement of the Essex on going into action.
When we refer to the * Journal of a cruize,” and find so many un-
important events minutely detailed, we have no plea for ascribing-
the above omissien to Captain Porter’s remissness.

All the ship’s books having been destroyed, Captain Hillyar had
torely upon Captain Porter’s weord, as to the number the Essex
victualled ; which he then stated at “ upwards of 260 ;” but has
since reduced to 255. The ¢ Jouenal ofa-cruize’ comtains so ma-
ny acknowledgments of Captain Porter’s infringement of his word,
when he had a purpose to gain, that we value it not a rush ; and as
to his ¢ henour,—the strongest bond I can give,” he says,—we-
would not disgrace the lowest seaman in his ship, by supposing him
possessed of so little. X

Taking “ those that could swim™ and reached the shore, and
those that escaped in boats, to amount to, at Jeast, 100 ; and adding
thereto, the 68, killed and wounded, and the 19, prisoners receiv-
ed unhurt, we have, for the Essex’s complement, 287 :—probably,
much beneath what it really was; for were we to add 154, being
Captain Porter’s ¢ killed wounded and missing,”™ ta the 119, re-
ceived unhurt, (the usual way of fixing the scmplement,) the a--
n}n‘ount would be 273 ; exclusive of the “some’’ that reached the
shore, ,

That concealment was Captain Porter’s object, is evident from-
this, that, ia his voluminous correspondence on the subject of the-
action, he gives the names of the killed, wounded, and missing, as
well as of these paroled by Captain Hillyar, but dees not even.
enumerate the crew of the Essex-Junior ; although Captain Hilly-
ar had explicitly demanded, and he as explicitly promised to fur--
nish “a list.” And when the Essex-Junior, in her way home as a-
cartel, arrived off Sandy-Hook, and was boarded by the Saturn, the-
fears of Captain Porter that his plans of chicanry would be disco-
vered and lead to his detention, prompted him to take to the ship's=
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boat : carrying with him, besides a lach portion of the crew, specie,
and other valuables. With these he landed at New-York ; where
he “ was welcomed by the cheering huzzas of the populace, and
conveyed to his lodgings in acoach drawn by his fellow-citizens.”* | !

''he armaments of the two British ships, as well as their comple-
ments of menand boys in the action, will be foundin Table 3. Cap-
tain Porter declared the force opposed to him was,  eighty one

guns aiid five hundred men.” otwithstanding his predictions,
the Phaebe and her prize arrived safe at Plymouth, before the end
of the year.

The Essex was built at Salem; and launehed on the 30th of Sep-
tember, 1799. She cest, according to Mr. Clark, ¢« 139,362 dollars,
50 cents’’; or £38,711 : 5 sterling.

The Cherub, as stated before, had very little share in the action ;
but as she was present during the whole of it, we have only good-
fortune toboast of) in the capture ofthis South-sea marauder. IHad
the Essex-Junior tried to effect her escape, when her consort left
port, the Cherub would haye been detached in pursuit ; and a se-
cond British and American frigate, tolerably matched, left to
themselves.

Captain Porter states the action to have commenced ¢ at fifty
four minutes after three” ; and that he struck his flag ¢ at twenty
minutes after six P. M : 7’ a period of two hours and twenty six
minutes. Captain Hillyar states, that his first fire commenced ata
little past four, and continued about ten minutes; but, owing to the
Pheebe’s great distance to-leeward, produced no visible effect ; and
that his second fire, “a few random shot only,” from having, by
wearing, encreased his distance, was not apparently more success-
ful. It was, as we have already mentioned, thirty five minutes
past five, before the Phebe’s shot commenced taking effect ; from
which peried, therefore, we have dated the engagement.

Notwithstanding the American official account of this aetion, is
hecome the seoff ofall reasonable men, Captain Porter’sends were
fully answered ; tojudge from the encomiums passed upon his eon-
duct by Mr. Madison, in his speech to Congress, dated the 20th of
September, 1814. The President there says :

% On the ocean, the pride of our naval arms has been amply sup-
ported. A second frigate has indeed fallen into the hands of the
enemy ¢ but the loss is hidden in the blaze of heroism with
which she was defended. Captain Porter, who commanded her,
and whose previous career had been distinguished by daring enter-
prize,and by fertility of genius, maintained a sanguinary contest a-
gainst two ships, one of them superior to his own, and other severe
disadvantages ; till humanity tore down the colours, which valour
fiad nailed to the mast. This officer and his comrades have added
much to the rising glory of the American tag ; and have meritedl

*New-Yark paper.
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all the cffusions of gratitude, which their country is ever ready to bestow,
on the champions of its rights, and of its safety.”

We will not commit a paradox, by associating bravery with such a char-
acteras Captain Porter’s ; and we mest sineerely regret, that this ¢ cham-
pion of rights” did not meet a British officer who knew him, instead of
the meek and gentlemanly Captain Hillyar. Guileless himself, he suspect-
ed no guile in others. He believed that an American national officer was
governed, as he was, by pringiples of honour. Captain Hillyar therefore
became, in his literary transactions, the dupe of the finished hypocrite, his
prisener. Captain Porter’s behaviour towards his gallant opponent,
would indeed rouse our indignation ; had he not, by traducing,—hon-
oured him. -

Let us endeavour to trace what became of the twelve whale-ships cap-
tured by the Essex. On the 25th of July, Captain Porter dispatched home:
the Georgiana, armed with sixteen guns; manned with a lientenant and
about forty men, and laden with ¢ a full cargo of spermaceti oil, which
would be worth in the United States, about 100,000 dellays.” She was
captured by the Barrosa, 36. The Policy, laden also with a full cargoof
oil, wasre-captured by the Loire; and the New-Zealander, having on board
“¢ a]l the oil ef the other prizes,” by the Belvidera. The Rese and Charl-
ton were given up to the prisoners. The Montezuma, it is believed, was.
sold at Valparaise, The Hector and Catharine, * with their cargoes,”
were burntat sea. The Atlaatic, called the Essex-Junior, was, by Cap-
tain Hillyar’s orders, deprived of her armament, and allowed to go to the
United States as a cartel. The remaining three, the Seringapatam, Green-
wich, and Sir Andrew Ilammond, were left at the Marqueses, under charge
of a Lieutenant Gamble ; and have been since, either recaptured by the
British, or taken possession of by mutineers. Thus have we the end of
all the ¢ prizes taken by the Essex in the Pacific, valued at 2,500,000 dol-
lars” ; and, as another item on the debit side of Captain P orter’s account.,
the Essex herself now rates as a 36 in the British navy..

(Z)
PRESIDENT and ENDYMION.

The President, Commodore Rodgers, arrived at Sandy-Hook, from &
seventy five days’ cruize, on the 18th of February, 1814. She underwent
at New-York a thorough repair, equal almost to being rebuilt. Commo=
dore Rodgers was appointed to the Gucrriere,about to be launched at Phil~
adelphia ; and Commodore Decatur, whose ship, the United States, had
been so long cooped-up in New-liondon, to the President. Both com-
manders took with them, their otficers and crews. ;

The Endymion, Captain Hope, sailed from Halifax, the latter end off
September, 1814, upon a cruize, in Boston bay: and en the 9th of October,,
off Nantucket. failed in a boat-attack upon the Prince of Neufchatel, Ame-
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vican privatecr. She there lost her first lieutenant, Mr. Abel Hawkins,
a midshipman, and twenty six petty-officers, seamen and marines, killed,
and thirty five wounded, including her second lieutenant, a master’s mate,
and one or two midshipmen. The Americans captured the launch, with
several men on board ; and, we must admit, the defence of the privateer
did great eredit to her commander and crew.

On the 31st of October, the Endymion fell in with the Saturn, 56, bound
direct to Halifax. Captain Nash took from her, besides a surgeon and his
servant, one master’s mate and twenty seven wounded seaman and marines,
to convey them to the hospital ; and sent on board the Endymion, to re-
place the severe lossshehad sustained, (and that, too, among her prime
hands,) a lieutenant, four midshipmen, three able seamen, twenty five or-
dinary seamen and landsmen, and five marines ; total, 58 Thus recruited,
the Endymion continued her cruize ; and was afterwards attached to the
squadron stationed off New- York. i

The President, stored and previsioned for a eruize in the East Indies,
and accompanied by the armed brig Macedonian, laden with supplies for
her, sailed from New-York on the afterneon of the 14th of January, 1815.
In going out, the Presidentstruck on a mud-bank ; and, whatever Com-
modore Decatur may have found it convenient to say, got off without the
slightest damage. The two vessels pursued their course ; and, about an
hour before day-light on the following morning, were discovered by the
- British ships.

Fortunately, an extract from the Endymion’s log-book has appeared in
print. It centains a circumstantial aceount of the day’s proceedings ; and
bears upon the face of it, such incontestible marks of truth, that we, with
pleasure, give it insertion.

“ At day-light in the morning, all sail set in chace of a strange shipand
brigin the east ; wind N. W. and by N. Majestic, Tenedos, and Pomone
in company. Passed ahead of our squadron fast. At1 P.M. all hands
at quarters, gaining fast on the chace, and leaving the squadron. At 1,18,
observed the chace to throw over-board spars, casks, &c.”’

# At 2, the chace commenced firing from her stern-gums, At 2, 30, re-
turned the enemy’s fire from our bow-guns. At 2, 39, a shot from the
enemy camg through the head of the larboard fore-lower-studding-sail;
foot of the main-sail, through the stern of the barge on the booms, and go-
ing threugh the quarter-deck, lodged en the main, without doing any other
damage. The chace keeping up a quick fire from her stern-guns, returned
it as our bow-guns ceuld be breught to bear.”

% At 4, 10, shot away the enemy’s jib-halyards. At 4,20, shot away
theenemy’s fore-top-gallant-sheet ; the enemy lufiing eccasionally to bring
his stern-guns to bear. Gafning fast on the chace; observed that our shot
did considerable exccution, the enemy’s shot passing over us. At 5,10,
gained the enemy’s starboard guarter, and preserved the position ; evidently
galling him much.” g

% At 5, 30, the enemy brailed up his spanker and bore away, shewing a
disposition to cross our bow and rake us. Put the helm hardta-W'eather'to
meet this manccuvre ; and brought the enemy to close action ina parraliel
line of sailing.” . :

4 At 6, 4, the enemy commenced firiog musketry from his tops ; referned
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it with the marine-party. Hauled up eccasionally to close the en-
emy, without losing the bearing of our broadside ; enemy now dis
tant half musket-shot. Qur sails and rigging much cut; the ene-
my’s fire slackening considerably.”

“ At 6, 40, the enemy hauled up, apparently to avoid our fire,
Succeeded in giving him two raking broadsides, and then hauled
up also ; again placing oursélves on his starboard quarter.. At
%7, 15, the enemy shot away our boat fromthe larboard quarter, and
lower, and main-top-gallant, studding-sails.” 2%

“ At 7,18, the enemy not réturiing our fire. At 7, 25, thie enemy

kept more away, and Fecommenced firing. At 7, 30, the enemy v

shot away the larboard main-top-mast-studdirg-sail,and main-brace.
At7, 32, the enemy hauled suddenly (6 the wirid. Trimmed sails;
andagain obtained the advantage of giving him a raking fire ; which
he returned with one shot from his stern-gun. The enemy much
shattered. At 7,40,the enemy kept more away, firing at intervals.”

“At 7, 58, the enemy ceased firing. Observed him to shew a
light; called all hands to bend new sails, &c. Conceiving that
the enemy had struck, ceased firing. At 8, 10, observed two of
our squadron coming up. At 8, 52, new courses, main-top-sail;
jib, fore-top-mast-stay-sail, and spanker, bent, and sails trimmed;
ranging up with the chace.” ' ;

¢ At9, 5, observed one of our squadron run up on the larboard ™

beam of the enemy, and fire into her ; which was not returned,
but the light hoisted higher in the rigging. The ship ot our squad-
ton ceased firing, and shot ahead. At 9,45, hsiled by the Tene-
dos ; acquainted her of our not having a boat that could be hoisted
out. Tenedos took possession of the chace.”

The motioiiless state of the Endymion, while bending six new
sails, reeving fresh rigging, &c. enabled the Pomone and Tenedos
to pass ahead of her ; the latter only within hail. When these ships
approached the President, she was standing to the eastward under
a press of sail. The Pomone fired her broadside ; which hurt ro
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one,and was not returned. The President shortened sail, and luf-

fed close up, shewing a light in her mizen-rigging ; at the same
time, hailing to say—she had surrendered. The Pomone, pot hear-
ing this, and mistaking the object of the light, fired a second broad-
side ; Which, similar to the first, neither hurt any one, nor was re-
turned. The President,after again hailing, that she had surrender-
ed, hauled down the light ; and the Pomone did not fire again.
Tne Tenedos had a fine raking position astern of the President ;
but Captain Parker, believing she had struck to the Endymion, did
not fire a shot. He merely sent a boat to take posscession ; and his
officer was the first on board. :

This was at eleven o’clock at night. At tlree quarters past
twelve, the Endymion, nearly as fre<h as when she began the com-
bat, got up to the President ; but the Majestie, although the ships
were laying-to for her, did not joia uatil three ia the morning.
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The President’s starboard side was perforated with shot inall
directions. Some, notwithstanding her twenty-two-inch bulwarks,
passed compleatly through her. She had five or six guns disabled ;
six feet water in the hold ; and,although her spars were all stand-
ing, her lower-masts were badly crippled.

She lost in the action, by the acknowledgment of her officers,
three lientenants, and thirty two seamen and marines, killed ; her
commander, (very slightly,) master, two midshipmen, and sixty
six seamea and marines, wounded ; total 105.

. The Eadymion’s hiull was comparatively uninjured. Two ofher
boats were destroyed ; and some of her spars seriously wounded;
but she suffered most in sails and rigging. A chain-shot, similar
to figure bat page 74, cut twelve or fourteen cloths from her fore-
sail ; stripping it almost from the yard. .

- She lost eleven seamen and marines, killed ; and fourteen sea-
men and marines, wounded ; total 23. No officer was hurt. The
Endymion therefore did not lose, by the fire ofthe President frig-
ate, half as many men, as in her beat-action with the privateer.

On the 17th, a violent gale of wind came on from the eastward ;
ia which the President lost all her masts by the board, threw sever-
al of her guns over-board, and was very near foundering. The En-
dymion lost her bowsprit, fore and main-masts, (owing chiefly to
the rigging, where it had heen knotted, giving way,) and most of
her spar-deck guns. Both ships arrived at Bermuda; as also the
Pomone, with part ofthe prisoners.

The President’s armament was, fifteen long twenty-fours of a
side, upon the main-deck ; seven forty-two-pounder carronades,
an eight-inch brass howitzer, or sixty-eight-pounder, upon a pivot-
carriage, and one shifting long twenty-four, of a side, upon the
quarter-deck ; three forty-two-pounder carronades,and one shiftigg
long twenty-four, of a side, upon the fore-castle; and five brass
four-pounders, on pivots, in her three tops ; making a total of 5§
guas ; 33 of which she fought upon her broadside. It is believed
she mounted, at the begianing of the war, one more carronade
of a side upon the quarter-deck ; fighting her shifting long gun
throagh the gang-way-port : which gave her 55 guns, besides her
top-howitzers.

he enly paper found on board, was her ¢ Watch-bill” ; con-
faining the names of 477. In ourservice, a ship of the President’s
class, would have upwards of ninety idlers,or persons not keeping
watch. The prisoners received by the agent at Bermuda, amount-
ed to 431. There were four or five others, whose wounds would
not admit of their removal ; andseven or eight that died of their
wounds, [Estimating the whole at eleven ; and including the thirty
five killed in the action, the President’s complement would be 480.

The prisoners, excepting two or three boys, were tall, stout men ;
anda great proportion known to be British subjects. .meg, pro-
bably, to the return of Peace, none of them were detaiped, Cem-
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modare Decatur, having ia his official letter, enclosed a list of * 24killed,’”
which he feared was ¢¢ short of the number;”’ and having subsequently
sworn, that the President’s complement cousisted of 450, affected much
surprise, that the prisoners should amount to 434 ; making, with his * 24
%illed, which were ¢ short of the number,” 458. ]

'The Endymion mounted thirteen long twenty-fours (six inches shorter
than the Presidenit’s) of a side, upon the main deck ; one shifting twelve;
and eight thirty-two-pounder carronades; ofa side, upon the guarter-deck;
and three thirty-two-pounder carronades of a side, upon the fore-castle ;
where she also had a long eighteen for a standing bow-chaser ; making a
total of 50 gnns. Having twenty four ports only ofa side ; and the twelve-
pounder-carrojade being mounted, as usual; upon an elevating earriage; 5
she could fight but 25 guns on her broadside. ;
~ On the 21st of September, a few days before she left Halifax, the Endy=
mion vietualled 239 in ship’s company, 60 marines,and 27 boys ; total 326;
She had six men absent in a prize, and one man sick at the hospital ; mak-
ing, when they joined, 4 complement of 333. The number killed in the ac<
tion with the privateer, and those sent on board the Saturn; were replaced
with an equal number. 1o make the Endymion’s complement, what it is
stated to have been when she engaged the President; she must have pressed
hineteen men. She then would have 319 men, and 27 boys ; total 346.

Tlhe President was built at New-York, in 1797—S8 ; and cost 220,910
dollars,and 8 cents,” or £61,363 : 18 sterling. She is finished in a very
superior manner ; has stouter scantling thana British 74-gun ship ; and, if ~
we except the American Guerriere and Java, may be considered as the finest
frigate in the world. In spiteof the “ hogged and twisted appearance,”
given her by thesentence of the court-martial, which sat to find excuses for
her cdpture; this American 44-gun frigate now stands dt the heéad of the
tlass of 50-gun $hips in the British navy ; where, from the expensive re-
pairs given her at New-York, she; in all probability, will long remain.

The first American account of the President’s loss, published, was an ex-

trict of a letter from Commodore Decatur te his wife.  After detailing his
action with tke Endymion; he says,— In three hoursthe Pomone and
Tenedos were alongside; and the Majestic and Endymion close to us.
All that was now left for me te do was, to reeeive the fire of the nearest :
ships;and surrender ; for it wasin vain to comntend with the whole squad- »
ron.”
- Commodare Decafur had, no doubt, {lié saie reason for using the word
“ ships” instead of ¢ ship,” that Commodore Perry had, for substituting
¢ their” for ¢ her; when, inhis letter,he was describing the effect of the
Detroit’s fire, upon the Lawrence.*

Another published letteris from  anofficer whose situation on beard the
President gave him an eppertunity of wituessing every event that occurred
during the action.” He; alone, has had the hardihood to say,—¢ when,
sfter receiving and returning a broadside, our flag was struck.” Another
officer says, ‘ after receiving four or five broadsides from the Pomone,&¢.”

The commodore’s official letter is dated on board the Endymion, three
daysafter theaction. We shall select the mest prominent paris.

*Sce ahove p. 58.
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& The ship in going out, grounded on the bar ; where she continued to
strike heavily for an hour and a half.” The pilot has no doubt lo_ng ago
satisfied his fellow-citizens of New=Yorlk, that the latter part of this state-
ment is completely erronecous. b .

_Afterdetailing the early part of " the running-fight with the Endymion ;
and bringing it down to about half past five, the commodore proceeds thus :
“ It was now dusk, when I determined to alter my course south, forthe
purpose of bringing the enemy abeam ; and although their ships aefern were
drawing up fast, I felt satisfied Ishould be cnabled to throw him out of
the combat before they could come up; and was not without hopes, if the
night proved dark, (of which there was every appearance,) that I <till might
be enabled to effect my escape.  Qur opponent kept off at the same instant
we did, aud our fire commenced at the same time.  We continued engaged,
steering south, two hours and a half, when we completely succeeded in
dismantling her. Previously to her dropping entirely out of the action,
there were intervals of minutes,when the ships were broadside, in which she
did not fire a gun.” ‘
We must pause toaskthe vommodore, ify when he was penning this charge
against the Endymion; he had seen the returns of the l'resident’s surgeon.
—Did ever a man make so complete a butt of himself !
** At this peried, (half past cight o’clock,) although dark, the other
ships of the squadron were in sight, and almost within gun-shot. We were
of course compelled to abandon her.  In resuming our former course for
the purpose of avoiding the squadron, we were compelled to present evr
stern to our antagonist; but such was his state, though we were thus ex-
posed and within raunge of his guns for haif an hour, that he did not avail
himself of this favourable opportunity of raking us.”
We cenfess ourselves unable to comprehend how, if the President was
making sail to get away, and the Xodymion left in a dismantled, and there-
fore motionless state, the former could be ¢ within range” of the latter's
guns for ““ half an hour.” But we will not let tiifles interrupt us.
** We continued this course,” says the President’s commander, ¢ until
eleven o’clock,when two fresh ships of theenemy (the Pomone and Tenedos)
had come up. The Pomone had opened her fire on thelarboard how, within
.musket-shot ; the other about two cables’ length astern, taken a raking
position on our quarter; and the rest (with the exception of the Kndy-
mion) within gun-sbot. Thus situated, with about one filth of my crew
killed and wounded, my ship crippled, and a more than four-feld force
opposed to me, without a chance of escape left, I deemed itmy duty te
surrender.”

. Commodore Decatur must have {nterlined the ebove parenthesis, and o-
‘mitted to substitute for ¢ the rest,” a term corresponding with the immport-
fant “exception.’”” It is the first time we ever heard one ship of a-squadren
designated by —°* the rest.””  The commodore could not, surcly, have had
reference to the Dispatch-brig, even if present ;3 althongh, most probably,
she had gone in chace of the Macedonian,  We recolicct he says, in the
letter to his wife, (which the commodcore did not perhaps imagine w ould
be published,)—* and the Majestic and Endymion closcto us.” e leave
this trifling variation to Le explained by the commodore’s friends. _

After complaining that the Endymion fired too dlowly, and did vot rake
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bim enough ;—after boasting, too, of having dismantled, and been
compellcd to abandcn her, who could cxgu,t the writer would af-
terwards drawl out—+¢* one fifth of my crew killed, my shipcrippled”!

¢ ] feel satisfied,” says the invincible commodom ¢ that the fact
oftheir having beaten a force equal to themselves, in the presence
and almost un-dor the guns of so vastly a superior foree,when,too,it
was almost self-evident, that, whatever their exertions mwht be,
they must ultimately bc ca .med will be takep asevidence ufn hat
thcy would have ,JetfmmerF had the fcree opposed to them beew in
any degree equal.”

Were it possible, that a native of China, who had never secn a
ship in kis life,but who understood the use of cannon and musketry,
could have surveyed the President and Iindymion, at about two.
o’clock in the aﬂernoon, and again at balf an hour past eight at
night, ef the 13th of Junuary, we would cheerfuliy be frovemed by
his answers to the following quentmns put to him at thu»e several
periods :—¢ Whieh of the two s! hips do you consider to be the mest
powerful '— W h:(‘h of the twoships do you censider to be the ons
that was “heaten’

Although bummodo:e Decatur, when he wrate his official letter,
had been t'uw days on heard the mdymmr ; and must bave satis-
fied himself ofthe extent of that ship’s loss in the action, he was so
artful as to ¢ say :

¢ }lerloss in killed and “mmded must have been very great. 1
have net been able to ascertain the extent. T'en were buried after
I cvine oy beard, (36 hours after the action,) the badly woundcd,
such as were obliged to keep their cots, cecupy the starboard side
of the gun-du,lr. from the cabin-bulk-head to the main-mast.”

The commodore here set his countrymen to calcuiating, how ma-
nyv dead men could be “thrown overboard” in the course of‘ thirty
six hours ;”” how wany cubic-feet there were in the space ““ between
the cabin- bU“x-;lOdd and the main-mast” of alarge frigate ; and:
how many “badly wounded” could be there stowed. For the ho-
nour of Captain, Hope, he chose to give the bodies of his late gal-
lant shipmates, Cln:ﬂtlan burial ; instead of allowing them to be.
thrown into the sea, the moment thev fell. 'This object must have
been lost upoa the ’Ameriean officer ; otherwise, he wilfully con-
cealed the fact.

In this very long official letter, it is no where stated, thata single.
man was hurt by the Pomicne’s two broadsides. - But when the com-
modore arrives at New-York from Bermuda: and is urged by his,
friends, to give the thing, if poszible, a brilliant a Appearance, he-
compoves a second or aupplcment.xry letter, dated ¢ New-York,
March 6th”—An “extract” is all that has '1ppearod in print; and
we here give it (except a paragraph abouta wounded midshipman,
at lenfgth

“ In my official letter of the I18th Janunargy, I omitied (o state,thag
a ¢onsiderable number of my killed and wounded was {rom the flres
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of the Pomone ; and that the Lndymion had on board, in addition
te her own crew, one lieutenant, one master’s male, and filty men,
belonging to the Saturn ; and when the action cmqml was left mo-
tionless and unman'lcreal)le, until she bent new sails, rove new iy
ging, and fished her spars ; nor did she return to the squadron Im
six hownrs after the action, and three hours after the surrender of
the President. My sword was delivered to Captain Hays of the
Majestic, the senior officer of the squadron, on his quarter-decl ;
which he with great politeness immediately returned. 1 have the
honour to enclose you my parole, by which you will perceive the
British admit the President was capturcd by the squadron. Ishould
bave dremed it unuecessary to have drawn your altention to this
decament, had not the fact been stated differently in the Bermuda
Gazette, on our arcival there ; which statement, however, the
editor was compelled to retmct through the interference of the
governor and some of the British offcers of the squadron.”

To confute the first of these supplemeatary assertions, as well as
to elucidate some other paris of th's interesting combat, we here
produce *the deposition of Mr. Henry Bowie; schoolmaster of the
President, taken before the Honourable Tudor Hinson, surrogate
at Bermu 'a.

Mr. Bowie swears, * that, after the action with the Endymion,
Commadore Decatur ordered all bands to go below, to take eare

of their bagzs ; as he believes, hecause the commedore did not con-
51dcr they were to fight any more.’

“ One of the ships commenced firing, and Commodore Decatur
called out—¢ we have smrendered " then giving this deponent the
trumpet to hail and say—they had surrendered.”

¢ The Pamouc (w hich appears to have been the firing ship) did
damage to the rigeing of the President ; but did not kill or wound
any person, all hands. being then helow. They did not return the
Pomone’s fire.”’

“ When the two ships were coming up, a light was hoisted in the
mizen-rigging ofthe President, as this (‘epowent coneceived at the
timne, as anensign or flag; but as he afterwards had reason to be-
lieve, as a sign that they surrendered ; for this deponent nbter\ ed
to the commedore, that as long as that light was ho;steli, the ships
would ﬁre upon which Commodore Decatur ordered it to be taken
{.LO“r n.,

'l he Eudymion’s ¢ addition toher c're‘.‘-.',” h.l- ,.'nem"y been ex-
,,, zined. 'That dhe “ fished her spar,” before day-lizht next morn-
ang, we have strong doubts, The time of her, as w ell as of the Ma.-
4esn(, s, “return to the squadron,” we take ‘f:qm a stadement, which
ain officerof the President encloses to a friend in the rltuivs,f'or pub-
uca.lnﬂ and in praise of which he wriles as follows :

: A!lo.v e to enclose a statement of' ovr unfortunate renecon lre,
a3 pueiis hed by the oficeis of thePemone’s gun-room ; avivieh, with
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one or two particulars, is essentially correct.. \When the President siruck,
the Tenedos was on our stern, and the Pomone on our bow, both mthm
musket-shot, The ship was first boarded by the boats of the Tencdos.”
This hand-bill account of ¢ the Pomone’s gun-room oflicers,” states, that
‘“at three quarters past twelve the Endymion cane up, and the Majestic at
three in the morning ; and the commodore himself fixes the period of his
surrender, at ¢ eleven o’clock.”

In “amng to deliver his sword to ““the senior officer of the squadron,”™
we recognise an old Irench trick frequenth pmc,hscd,whep.a.semrd British
cruizer has ceme up, after the enemy’s ship had reccived as hearty a drub-
hing, as the President got from the Lndymlon. The commodore’s subse-
quent conduct proves, that his sword being ¢ with politeness returned,”
cnlyadds one to themany instauces of misapplication of British mdo'nammlty

I's not the commodore suffisicntly acquainted with the British prizz-act,
to know, that every one of his majesty’s ships in sight at the commence-
ment of the chace, or the final surrender of a prize, is, whether she co-op-
erates or not, entitled to share ; for that reason, the word ¢ sguadron’ was
inserted in his parole.

H the commodore will read a short extract from Captain Hayes’ official
letter, he will perhaps regrel that he dwelt so forcibly, upon his sword hav-
ing been returned to him ; as well as vpon the formal language of that in-
sngmhunt ““document”’” his parole.

“ As the day advanced,” says Captain Hayes, ¢ the wind deciined, giv-
ing the Endymion an evident advantage in sailing ; and Captain Hope’s
exertions enabled him to get his ship alongside of the enemy, and commeace
close action, at half an hour past five in the evening ; which was continued
with great gdllantry and spirit on both sides, for two hoursanda half,when
the Endymion’s sails being cut from the yards, the enemy got ahead. Capa
tain Hope taking this opportuulty to bend new sails, to enable hin to get,
his ship along-side again, the action ceased, till the Pomone getting up at
half past cl(\'on at nlght and firing a few shots, the enemy hailed to say,
she had already surrendered.” '

¢ And uow, Sir, a very pleasing part of my daty is, the bearing testi-
mony to the able and masterly manner, in which the Endymion was con-,
ducted, and the gallantry with which she was fought ; and when the ef-
fect produced by her well-direeted fire upon the Precident, is witnessed, it
cannot be doubted, but that Captain Hope would have succeeded, either
in capturing, or smkmg her, had norne of the squadron been in swht %7

"The brief letter of Captain Ilope, enclosing a return of his slight lass,
concludes thus : “ Where every iudividual has so. conspicuously Yo hie.
dut\ it would be injustice in me to particularize ; but I trust the loss and
dam'wc sustained by the enemy’s fn.gntf‘, will shew the Kft‘adj and well-,
directed fire keptup by his majesty’s ship uuder my command.”

The commodore is correct in saying, that <€ the fact” was ‘“stated dif-.
ferently in the Bermudy Gazette” 1t was, indeed ;5 for it was there as-
serted, that the Endymion alone engage dthe President ; and that the late.
ter was riddled, the former searcely injured, by shot.

Not one jot of this was the editor « alled upen to “retract.” DBat thet
Bermuda Gazette of February 1st; having stated thj Lsixty eight men were.
discovered stowed away on board "\ President, Commedore Decaiur gave,
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kis honour it was not so ; and Mr. Ward was induced to recall the states
ment.

The Gazetie of the 16th of March, howevcr, declares the original state~
ment was correct ; and that the act was authorised by Commeodore Deca-
tur himself. ['pou tlm, ‘the Governor of Bermuda desiied the editor to
retract what he had“mew said.  But, relying more upen the word
of a British licutenant,® than the honour of an American commodore, Mr.
Ward flatly refused ; and was, accordingly, dismissed frem his office of
Ring’s printer.

To impose the delusion uvpon the world, it was necessary to havea
 Court of Inquiry on the capture of the frigate President.) Nearly two
columus of a newspaper are filled with ¢ the result of the court.” 'There-
fore, we shall enly skim the cream, for the reader’s amusement.

“ We kave bcen more minute in our inyvestigation, ¢ says Commcdore
Mutray, *“than might at first view have been deemed necessary : butas
there has been a aiversity cf epinions prevailirg among the British com-
manders, concerned in Ler capture, it was desirable in eur view to lay Le-
fore the world, in the most correct manner, every circumstance which led
to thatevent, “hl(‘h bas aflforded another high proof of American heroism,
and so lll"hl) honourable to her (ommandcr, oflicers, and crew, that every
American citizen must feel a pride in kpowing, that our flag has been <o
robly defended.”

W here was the *“ diversity ¢f opinions among the Dritish commagders” ?
Tas the honourable court ventured to make this solemn dcchnt:on, upon
what appeared in the * hand-bill published by the Pomone’s gun-room
efficers” 7— Lt us however preceed.

“ If victory had met its commeon reward, the Frdvmion’s rame would
have.been added to our list of naval conquesb In this unequal conflict,
the enemy gaineda xhap, but the vietory was ours.?#® % * % & % % ¢« A
proofthat the Endymion was conquere d is, the shatteredcondition in which
she appeared ; wlhile the President in the contest with her, had sustained
but little injury.”

Iow m_ust Commodore Decatur, if he has any shame, blush when he
reads this ! Commodore Murray, and his ascistants, have out-dene him
and ail his officers }—actunlly made the decree,in several places, COntl.ldlCt
the commodore’s official letter!

Even the supplementary one, limi(s the Endymion’s damages to her
sails, rigging, and spars. Is this what the eourt calls “ ghattered condi=
tion” :—¥ mhapq ¢ tattered” was the werd used but miscopied by the
printer.  Asto the President’s “Yittle injury,” we \nll not bestow a cems
ment upon it; and shall, indeed, dismiss the tragi-comico-farcical perform-
Aance, altcrmthgr, bymerely noticing, thatit abounds with indigenous cant-
weords, such as: “ hon ourabma._—heu es,—heroics -—-hermsnw,—lustms,
stars, —-o‘oneh —&e. &

After all 1lmt has Leen said about {he President’s capture, one fact ap-
prats to he decided ; that the enly two ships, between w hichany firing was
f{“IC}aMged werethe President t and- Endymion.  Every captured merchant-
Ahip, over whom a shot is fired to brivg hev fo, has the same right to call
ﬁer serrender, a ¢ vonflict—contest—engagement,” that Cemmodere De»

# Y ou. . J. Perceval,


http://ne.nl

3

catur and his court had, to call $o,—the two harmléss, unretiirnéd
broadsides fired at him hy the Pomone. ;

Itis indifferent to us, whether or not the President struck, in thé
first instance, to the Lndvmmn ; although we sincerely bche\e she
did. The plain tale of Mr. Bowie; the President’s school-master,
assures us that, when the President hauled away from the Endy-
mion, at ewhtu clock, her men, to nse a familiar phrase, had had
enouwh and her comminder fully determined upon making no
further resistance.

How much more it would redound to Commodore Decatn’s
honour, to have confessed that heé struck to the Endyniion, after
an acknowledged close action, than, by denying the fact, to make
it appear that;, in a ship like the Presi ent, he nrnelv surren-
dered to two Dritish eighteen-pounder frigates; without firing a
shot !

That this was the ¢ase, we require no better proof than the com-
modore’s own words. His deposition taken beforc the Admiralty
court at Bermuda; states thus : ¢ Resistance was imade against the
Endymion for two hours and a haif,after which the Endymion drop-
ped out of the fight. The next shlps coming up, two hours and a
Balfafter the action with the Endymion, were the Pomone and Ter:
edos ; and to those two ships the Pr esident was surrendered. The
Pomone had commenced her fire within masket-shot. The Tene-
doz did not fire at the time of such surrender ; the Majestic was in
sight also ; the Endymion was then out oi' sight. No other ships
besides those named, were then secen from the President.” ,

Viewing as we now do, fairly stated, the relative force of the
President and Endymien; knowing, also that the former was com-
manded by an experienced oflicer ; manned with a choice, well-
trained crew, and lavishly mol)lled with every requisite appeint-
ment, we are notsanguine enough to imagine, that the Endymion’s
loss woﬁld have been so trifting, had she and the President met sin-
gly. In that event, the latter would have had no other object to
divert her attention, or eonfine her manccuvres; nor would the

spirits of her men have been ¢ ‘amped by the conv lctlon that, if they
did not escape, they must be captured.

That the lndymmn hewever; would, even then, have ultimate-

Iy conquered, the dreadful precision ol her fire ; Ler quickness in

working, diulewdcnt supenor:tv in sailing ; udded to the establish-
od bravery of her officers and crew, are nn.um' of lm‘ie? not to be
shaken by the sentence of an Americanc ourt- martial ; ner, indeed,
by frothy declamation of any kind, :

It is f-mgnlar that Commodore Decatur’s letter anncuncing the

President’s loss, shouldhave been w r-l'e:'l on hoard the very sfnp,
which he appeared so anxiocus to meet, in the “‘I"‘dl@ United States =
and should br.r: date precisely a year and a day afier his * very

sash’ letter ofeliallenge,  Nor should we omit to l\.'DN‘J the vea~

g
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der, that the identical ¢hip’s companies, present at {his meeling,
~were parties to that very challenge.  We cannot therefore be sur-
prised, that the result of the action between the President and En-
dymion, should have caused among the sticklers for “superior
srowess’ in the States, such powerful emotions ; especially, when
it became known, beyoud dispute, that the British vessel was infer-
ior in torce to the American by peariy a fourth.

Agrecably to our prowise at the end of note (E), we shall now
make a brief comparison between the American 411-gun frigates, as
their force is displayed in the President, and different clasges of
British ships.

Perhaps no seventy-feur-gun ship in the service, has been so of-
ten viewed by the Americans, as the Valiant ; occasioned by her.
remaining so long at anchor in front of New-lLondon. She is also
of a class of 74’s, the mozt numerous of any ; and is of the same ex-
treme length as the President.  These rcasons have induced us ta
select the Yaliant as a standard.

She mounts fourteen long thirty-twos of a side, upon the lower-
deck ; fourteen long eighteens of a side, upon the main-deck ; five
thiry-two-pounder carronades, and two long twelves, of a side,
upon the quarter-deck; one thirty-two-pounder carronade, and
two long twelves, ofa side, upon the fore-castle; and foureighteen-

ounder-carronades, (including one chifting or elevating one,) ofa
side upon the poop : total 83 zuns: 42 of which could be fought on
the broadside. Her broadside-weight of metal is thercfore 1012 1bs y
only 96 lbs. more than the President’s.
~ The Valiant had, when on this station, a complement of 529 men,
and 37 boys ; tofal 536G ; but the war-establishment for a ship of
her class, is 500.

The difference between ¢ the compactness and strength ofsides,”t
of the Valiant, or any 74-gun ship, and the President, is about one
inch and a laifin favour of the latter ; although the Valiant’s ad-
ditional breadth of beam? augments her tonnage to 1718, Dy con-
trasting this 74’s actual force, estimated at 5520, with the Presi-
dent’s, as it is expressed in Table 3, Mr. Clark’s “ not very far
from double” superiority of forcet willbe properly understood.

The armament of a sixty-four-gun ship is as follows: thirteen
long tweaty-fours of a side, upon the lower-deck ; thirteen long
eighteens of a side, upon the main-deck ; five lhxr,ty-t\\'o-pounder
carronades of a side, upon the quarter-deck ; one thirty-{two-poun-
der carronade, and one long nine, of a side, upon the fore-castle ;
and three eig‘nteeu-pounder—carromdes (including one s;hlftmg ele-
gating one) ot a side, upsn the poop ; total 71 cuns ;.})6 of which
khe would fight on the broad-ide. iim'hroudsrde-we:gl.lt of metal
801 Ihs.; actually 115 Ihs. less than the President’s.

§s therelore 8 ; s ;
A sixty-four’s complementis 401 ; comprising 466 men, and 25

#sece above paze 28, +ibid pagr 44, $3ec hior dimegsions in Talile 7.
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im} s. 'Table7 will sheiw how rauch smuller the Africa (one of the .l;drge's-i')
is,than the President. Estimating a sixty-four’s actual force at 2707, Ta-
bles 1 and 3 will shew, at once,ihe superiority of an American frzgcm.-

b

Few, if any, of the two-decked fiftics, are now in the service. 'The.
Leopardt will serve for comparison. She mounted in 1807,% eleven long

twenty-fours of a side, upon the lower-deck ; eleven long twelves of a side,
upon the main-deck ; four twenty-four-poundel-Larro: :ades; three long
nines, and one Shlftll)g or elevating eighteen-pounder cmron'ule of a side,
upon the quarter-deck and fore-castle ; total 59 guns. Of these, 30 were
fought in the broadside ; which W ould amount to 537 lbs.
A fifty’s complement of men and boys, was 343. The Leopard measur-
ed 10414 tons ; which made her actual force 1921; or; a full tenth inferior
to the Chesapeake,} instead of the President.
. The old two-decked forty-fours, mounted long eiglitcens and tivelves ;

were allowed 294 men and beys and the Medusa, the largest in the sert
vice, measured 910 tons. They were not equal to our present 36-gun frig-
ates. The sixty-fours, fiftics, nud forty-fours, would lose the use of theis
lower batteries, in blowing wcather ; by which their force would be dis
minished more than one half :

In the year 1795, about the period when the Americdn forty-fours were
designed, the first-class British frigates were as often called forty-fours, as
thirty-cights. Few of them exceeded 980 tons ; and their complement of
men and heys, was 281, The Guerriere wiil cuve as a specimen of French
forty-fours in genéral. In short, very little difference of foxce prevailed
among the first-class frzgﬂes of any of the European powers. ~““Are they
not,” says the over-cunning American, “called forty-four-gun frigates >—
And so are ours ; of course, then, the two are equal.”

After the loss of our three frigates, Government ordered ships to be con=
structed, to mitch the American forty-fours. T'wo, built of fir, were late~
ly on this station. The Leander, one of them, although she measured 1571
tons ; and mounted 58 guns, long twenty-fours and forty-twe- pounder
tarronades, had top-sidés not thicker than a 36- guh frigate’s§ ! Among her
trew, consisting of 485 5, she had 44boys. !

.l]llb ship, commanded by a gallax,r officer; was fitted out to engag
ship like the President ; with top-sides; twenty two inches thick at the peid
cills ; made of oak ; and perfectly solid. How fortunate, perhaps, thise
a meeting did not take place: The valour of the'officers and men, would
not prevent the recoil of her own, nor the shot from the enemy’s guns, from
tearing to picees her flimsy sides. She must either have sunk beneath hes
devoted crew ; or surgEspERED '——What cciild we have said then ? 1!

*Her affaiv with the Chesapeake, occurred on the 22d of June in that vear,

tLost in 1314, i8ce Table &. §About sistern inches.
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Table 4.

Shewing the NAMES, GUNS-MOUNTED, MEN, and TONS-BURTHEN of
AMERICAN ships of war,

captured and destroyed, without action, by BRITISH
ships ; or, with action, by boats, &c. since the 18th June, 1812.

OH.

562 20148 19.706

Refer
Note.

(Bb)

(Hhj

s When captured I
Ships’ names, Guans | Men. | Tons. or By what force.
destroyed.
Navrizus....s. B 14 106;  213|July 16, 1812.Shannon and others.—
Com. Barry, R. Cat.| 6 — 98/Aug. 3. Spartan & Maidstone.
Jas. Mapison, R. Sc.| 10/ 65 114 22, Barbadoes, 28.
Fnomc,’ (late Br.).B.| 19/ 89| 384 l
Oct. 18. Porctiées, Tde <. o s as
WasP.oosiosissas] 20 1407 436/
ViXEN...eo0eo B 14 130 217\Nov. 22 Southampton, 32.....
ViPER..:30.00..B). 12| 03|  148|Jan. 17,1813 {Narcissus, 82,5 . . .+
Two Gu~N-Boars...,| 4] — 140/ Feb. 22, Br.troops onL.Ontario
GrowLER......Slp| 11| 54| 106 ?
-June 2. Do. on L. Champlain.
Eacre......:.8lp| 11] 50/ 105§
SurvEYor....R.Sc.] 6] 25| 108 12, Narcissﬁs, OO
GUN-BOAT sivured] 1] — 70{July 4. Br.troops onL.Ontario
Dirre No.121.....| 2 32 68 7. Junon and " Martin... .
As. oo vanuaaSe) R el — 88 14, Mohawk and Contest.
GrowLER.......Sc] 3 40 7617 \
JuLiA...eeea. . Sef 2 40 79[ .
Aug. 10. (SirJ.Yeo’s squadron
" 8COURGE:......Sc.| 10[ 66] 125 on Lake Ontario.
HaMiLtoN..s0e.Sc| 9| 52 110{;
GEORGIANA .......| 16| 42|  280|Dec. — [Barrosa, 36.06 cc0e.
GROWLER (2)+e..S¢.] 3 — 76|May 5, 1814. |AtFort-Oswego,L.On,
FroLicieaaiseiass] 22 171 548 L 2 Orpheus & Shelburne.|(Cc)
Two Gun-poaTts....| 2| —| 130\July4. Severn and Loire. ...
Rarriesxaxe.....B| 16| 131 305 11 Leander, 50,4 ... } s
(Dd)
SYREN::eve.sss..B.) 16] 137] 348 12. Medway, 74......
SOMEEE. s ev.ssss3c| 3 35 83
}Aug’. 12.  |Capt.Dobbs; on L. On.|(Ee)
OI’IIO----...--..SC. Bimsl 83
ScorrioN.i....Slp| 6 ;
l }— 1215 899, Rear-Adml. Cockburn|(Ff)
16 Gun-BoAaTs.: ... 32
EssEx(2)..00:.0045.) 38 —| 1692
New-York.: i..ii.af 50]. — 1130] ‘ ;

St < 24. Major-Genl. Ross and (Gg)
BOSTON e dsiviniess| 46| — 930J Rear-Adm.Cockburn.
ARGUE. .. vasetosa] 2280 =1 “H4R
Lavorain(1.Br.)Cut.| 4] 19 78 28. Wasp, 18200 e v s s
GUN-BOAT 4 cevsesn 2] — 70 20. Seu;hurse, Brwvvriss
TiGRESSesssos..Sc) 2 30 78/Sept. 3 %Lt. Worsley, R.N.
ScoRPION. i. ose.Sct 1] 82 71 6. at Mackinaw... ..
ADAMS.c b ss:evenecs| 260 —| 925 T Capt. Barrie & troops.
GUN-BOAT sessesss| 5 85 86/Oct. 5. Lacedemonian,38. . . .|
EAGLE. se s -R.Cut. 2 o 75 10- DispatCh, ]8. R
SEA-MORBE. ..ssxSc.) 1 15 73
ArvigaTor.....Slp| 3| 20 70

- ‘ 45 9| tDec. 15.  |Capt.Lockyer & partyj
Gux-soar, No.23. . o S s atp L. l’oﬁy;-chartruin,
Dirro No.5:..0e0. 5 45 98 near N. Orleans.-
Do. Nos.156. 162.163.! 15{ 135} 221

S AT 295 ar. burntbyAd.Cochrane’s
e B " force g:t AIttD. . o2 v »
Levant (. Br).....| 21| 1890 462March 8,1815 Leander and squadron.

(A,
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These four schooners formed part of Commodore Chauncey’s squadron
of fourteen sail, on Lake-Ontario. Two ships and a brig of this flicet car-
vied 67 long twenty-fours and eighteens ; and the smaller vessels a long
thirty-two-pounder, and a carronade each, besides guns of smaller calibre.

Sir James Yeo’s squadron censisted of six sail ; armed principally with
carronades ; and of scarcely half the force and size of the American squad-
ron. But the American commodore would not risk a battle ; although he
had the weather-gage nearly the whole time.

The Scourgeand Hamilton, ¢ the two best American schooners, mount-
ing together 19 guns,”+ sunk in carrying sail. The Growler and Julia
were captured. The former mounted oune long thirty-two-pounder, and
two long sixes, on pivots ; and the Julia, one long thirty-two, and one
long twelve. ‘

Commodore Chauncey’s letter detailing this fresh-water demonstration,
occupies two rolumns of a newspaper ; and is really a very entertaining
performance. Ile describés no fewer than fiftcen changes of wind in the
course of 48 hours !

The commodore reached Sackett’s-Harbour, with only 8 out of his 14
sail ; having left two disabled schooners (we believe the Asp and Fair-A-«
merican) in one of the creeks on the Awmericanside of the Lake.

(Bb)

This ship was one of Captain Porter’s ¢ sloops of war.”'* She was arm-
ed and manned as in Table 4 ; and had taken three prizes. We should
scruple to insert the Georgiana among the national vessels captured front
the Americans, did nota * United States’ navy-list of Dec. 22d, 1813,
contain her name and ratef properly set-forth. Her commander was alse
made a “ lieutenant-commandant” in the American navy.

- (Ce)

The American ship, Frolic, in latitade 24° 12* N. longitude 81° 25" W.
bore down upon the Orpheus, 36 ; mistaking her for a West-India-man,
Before the Frolic got within gun-shot, she shortened sail andhaulgd upen a
wind ; the Orpheus then being on her lee-quarter ; -and the Shelburne
schooner, at some distance to windward. As the Frolic and Orpheus pas+
sed on opposite tacks, attwenty minutes past twelv_o, the latter t_u'ed two
shot ; both of which fell short. The breeze {reshening, the American ship
threw over-hoard her starboard gums; but, finding herself mnexpectedly

#*Sce above page. 82. t N. Hist. vels 1, p. 227, iN. Bist, v.2,p:52.
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land-locked, she soon afterwards bore up, setting studding-sails.
'I'he Shelburne schooner, judging from the Frolie’s appearance
that her guns on one side were over-board, approached her
on the opposite side ; when, at forty five minutes past one ¥ _M.
the Frolic hauled down her colours,witheut firing a shot; or with-
out any being fired at her, if we except the frigate’s two that fell
short, about one hour and a quarter previous.

This gentle surrender was attended, according te the report ofthe
British officers, with a circumstance equally mean and disgraceful.
4 The locks of thé great guns were broken ; muskets, pistols, pikes,
swords, &c. were throwp overboard ; together with the pendant
that was struck.” !! .

The Frolic mounted, when the two shots were fired at her by the
Orpheus, ten thirty-two-pounder carronades, and one long eigh-
teen, of a side ; total 22 guns ; butshe, immediately afterwards,
threw overboard exactly one halfofher armament. The long eigh-
teen proved to be an English ship-guin ; and was supposed to have
been one of the Macedonian’s.

We now recollect, it was currently reported off New-Lon-
don, in January 1814, that Commodore Decatur, to prepare the
frigates United States and Macedonian to meet the Endymion and
Statira, in the event of his challenge being accepted, (as it was in
part,) had substituted eight long thirty-twos for an equal rumber
of the United States’ main-deck mid-ship twenty-fours, and shifted
the latter to the Macedonian ; her eighteens being destined for
distribution among the new slocps of war (of which the Frolic was
one) then fitting for sea.

The complenrent of the Frolic consisted of 171 men ; all young
and healthy; and scarcely one of which (if we except two or three
of the midshipmen) were under five feet, eight inches, in height.
How many seores of commanders are there in our navy, that, with
such a ship,and such a ship’s company, would have given battle to
the American frigate Issex ; even had she an armed schooner in
company ?

This fine corvette was a sister-ship to the American Peacack,
the late Wasp(2), ship Argus,&c. and is new theklorida in our ser-
V’lf‘uf)! 7ller dimensions, beoth in hull and spars, will be found in

able 7.

.\

(Dd)

The Rattlesnake had throwu her guns over-board, when chased
by two frigates in the Bay of Biscay. Her armament was stated to
have been six twenty+four-pounder carronades, and two long nines
ofa side ; tota] 16 guns. She had, when captured, a ship’s com-
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ahy, superior, if possible, to the Frolic’s; and in number 131.
They had all iron skull-caps similar to the crew of the Argus.

; The Syren was captured after a fair chace of eleven hours : du-
ring which, she threw all her guns over-board. They consisted of
two forty-two-pounder, and twelve twenty-four pounder, carrron-
ades, and two long nines ; total 16. It was said, that the two
forty-two-pounder carronades had been taken from the quarter-
deck of the President frigate, soon after her arrival at New-York;

in February 1814.

(Ee)

These two schooners and another of similar force, had anchored
tlose to Fort-Erie, (then in the possession of the Americans,) on
the Canada-lakes, for the purpose of flanking the approaches ot the
British troops.  Captain Dobbs, with a detachment of seamen and
marines, sicceeded in getting his ¢ig and five batteaux, across by
land from the Niagara-river to Lake-Erie ; 4 distance of eightmiles.

Two of the schooners were carried,sword in hand, in a few min-
utes ; ¢ and the third,” says Captain Dobbs, “ would certainly
bave fallen, had the cables not been cut,which made us drift te lee-
ward of her among the rapids.”

- The schooners were commanded by lieutenants ; mounted three
long twelves : and had a complement of 35 men each. We lost a
lieutenant and one seaman killed, and four wounded ; total G; thé
Americaus, one killed and seven wounded ; total 8,

(¥D

~ These camposed Commodore Barney’s famous flotilla, that was
to have cleared the Chesapeake of the British ; and, at last, could
not save itseif ! A Boston paper of August 30th, states that it con-
sisted of ¢ about 36 gun-boats, besides ten or fifteen barges.”—It
seldom happens that the Americans over-rate their force ; we have
no authority, however, for exceeding the number in the table.
One gun-hoat only was captured ; the rest were blown up. Most
of them carried a heavy long gun in the bow, and a carronade in
the stern ; and were manned with from forty te sixty mea euch.

The commeodore’s sloop was a Ene large vessel.
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(Gg)

These ships, together with the entire frame of a 74-gun ship, were des-
troyed by the Americans, at the city of Washington, to prevent their fall-
Ing iuto the hands of the British.

The Essex was ready to belaunched ; and had been named the Columbia;
but Capt. Porter’s “brilliant exploit” eff Valparaiso, occasioned the change.
The Juva and Guerrigre were her sister-ships ; and differ from the Presi-
dent, chiefly, inbeing from 22 to 24 inches broaderon the beam ; to enable
them to carry long thirty-twos on the main-deck.

The two next frigates we insert on the authority of two ¢ United States,
navy-lists ;”” one of 16th October, and the other of the 22d December,1813.
In the former, these ships are stated to be at ¢ Washington-city refitting ;’*
aud in the latter, their names also appear. The close blockade of the Po-
towmac, no doubt, prevented the completion of them. 'The New-York
cest, says Mr. Clark, 159,629 dellars, and 60 cents,” or £44,34% 6
sterling ;” the Boston 119,570 dollars” or £233,213 17 sterling ; and
both frigates were declared to ¢ have been coustructed upon the most ap-
proved models for vessels of their rates.”* In 1812, the ‘“ probable ex-
pence of repairing” the ¢ New-York, 36,” as well as the Chesapeake,
was estimted at * 120,000 dollars ;” and of the ¢ Bosten, 32, at * 60,
000 dollars.”+—The American prints, when speaking of the loss at Wash-
ington pass over these two vessels thus: ¢ together with several old ships.”
The Argus was “ ready forsea.” She was asister-vessel to the Frolic.

We have given the Essex (2) the same number of guns that the President
mounted ; the New-York, as the Chesapeake, (including the twelve-
pounder-carronade ;) and the Boston as the Essex. *'T'wo hundred pieces
of artillery of difierent calibres, as well as a vast quantity of small arms,”
were destroyed by the British troops ; besides the immense quantity des-
troyed before they arrived. ' ‘

How kind the Americans. were to burn the shipping, and public pro-
perty. The new frigate, the ordinance, timber, &c. &c. the British could
not have carried away ; and the delay in destroying them,might have prox-
cd fatal to the small band of invaders. '

(Hb)

The Adams was a very fine ship, originallya 32-gun frigate ; but, after
undergoing various alterations,was reduced to a corvette. She was burnt at
Hampden, (whither she had just arrived from a cruize,)by the orders of her
commander, Captain Morris, en the approach of a part of the British troops
that took possession of Castine.

She mounted twenty cighteen-poundericolumbiads, (nearly equal to a
long-gun,) fourlong eighteens, and two leng twelves; total 26 guns.  She
had a complement ¢f 248 ; chiefly masters and mates of merchant-men.

AN. Hist, Vol. 2, p, 298. Thid,
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TABLE 5.

ENUMERATING the CAPTURED Britisu and AMERICAN SHIPS OF WAR, (and
their respective guns-mounted, ) which each party succeeded in getting in~
to port ; and whish, as ships of war, were not subsequently re-captured.

BRITISH SHIPS. AMERICAN SHIPS.

No. Guns. | No. Gups.
1 of 49 guns..............490 |1 of /68 ging... .. cop...58
Tl Nt N A S o s {2
et g S b i e s O e t..l48
T RS vt () AR - ol AR ....22
e SRS i o LR o R T Y L RNEL
IR AIRE il <5k bba SRR g | R el L 4 48
R R T U (N T AR 28
T R TN | TEETREE ¢ R R S ey 12
e A O e | L)
B o e a5
BREE a0 o ... .. BB g 20 23{2’“‘“? ,,}...............70
5 §from5 ,,} 17 . -t

o 1 o § e y ety
Rt BRI i Total, Guns 383
19 Total, Guns 297 | — : s

TABLE 6.

Sacwinc the AcerecaTe o f the SHIPS OF WAR, their GUNS, MEN, and
TONS-BURTHEN, which have been captured and destroyed, reciprocally, by

Great-Britain and the United States, since the 18th of June 1812.

|

NO. GUNS. : M EN. TONS.
BRITISH ships.....o....-| 34 578 | 3201 11,228
AMERICAN do.........} 69 735 3356 16,523
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TABLE

Dimensions of ships’ hulls.

S . -

Rates. [

Shipa" Names,

Lecgth

Main

Extreme ‘ of keel.

Depth.

Breadth.

Tons

74
64
A b
38

»

20

British.

18]

»
2

2”2

L 4

(44
36
18

16

American..

5

¥

VALIANT.co a0 ass0s
AYBICA -2 bnnasisss
ENDYMION .o vc00 a0
GUERRIERE. s o s 40 »
SHANNOX.coeensne
PREBE,, o tbaihod
CYANEiassissunens
FiEvANT esscsssos
PEACOCK:essssseB

.B

EPERVIERs coso »
PENGUING i suss» . .B
PRLICAN s s s
LANDRAIL .« . .Cut.
PRESIDENT ..o vvavs
CHESAPEAKE. v s
WOt otk sliwnaik

‘VASP..‘III.....I

(GUN-BOAT.... .Slp.

L10

Harnequin, Pr, Sc. 1103:

ft.

177:

168:
158:
158:
146:
121:
J118:
101:
101:
101:
101:

58:
177:
158:
192
108:

70:

in.

4

163: 10

6

0
8
3

L)
R~

0

142: 9z "47: 61 20: 0

152: 9| 44: 9' 18: 1

ft. in.ft. in. ft. in. |

1718
1415]

132: 3 4 12: 4 |

|
39: 12:10

7

L}
e

-
i

O
oo

129:

125:61

59: 113 12:11

: i 1

119:1* 38: 3

274 32:01
|

: 0 29:101

13: 51
10: 6
13: 3
12: 9
12: 9

12: 9

12: 10
8: 8

0y

19: 8
13: 9
14: 4

£5: 103 30: 10| 14: 0

61:11] 18: LY

1277
1084
1066

926

539
9
386
582
384
385

1570

lmi
518

84:5 96:

1012: 112} ¢

3
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Dimensions of ships’ masts and yards,

3 p : > t
‘ Main-mast. l Main-top-mast. ' Main-yard. M-top-sail-yard ] Refer to |

Len. ‘ Diam. l Len. | Diam.l Len. | Diam. Len. ‘Diam.\

Cin| ft. dn ftoanft. in. ftooandg fUo anggt. dng ftoin | !
'{Bsgofs.- 0 64: 10 1: 73 96: 8 | 1: 103 70: 6 | 1: 24p.14.93
100: 0| 2: 91/ 57: 0 1:5;;‘ 86: 10| 1:9%| 63: 6| 1: 1ip. 93.

|
01:0| 2: 7 |58:10| 1:5: 87:5| 1:8} 66:01: 2}lp. 86.
l 99:0f 2:31!55:2| 1: 41 81:6| 1:7TH 6Q: g | 1: 04p.12.20.
! 25.68.
1 90:0] 2:3 |54:0 1: 41/ 80: 10} 1: 63 59: 0 | 1: 0% p.68.81.
75:0] 2:0 (45:0| 1:11/ 65:6| k3 47:7_:9;-’;;.55.
70:0| 1: 92, 42: 0| 1: 01 59: 6| 1: 23/ 42: 10/—: 9| ibid.
u| 68: 8 1: 10 98: 11} [:0%] 54: 7| —: 113 42: 0 |—: 83|p.17.30.
41, 44.
47. 58.
J 76,

Lagl i ) SECn G el SR YT

101: 6] 2:92/62:0{ 1:7 | 92:0| 1:81 69: 0| 1:2}p.12.20.
25 55 86

92: 6/ 2:6 |58:10] 1:53 84: 6| 1: 63 63:8| 1:25)p. 68.
75: 0| 2:11|45:0| 1:83 67:0 ) 1:4 | 50: 0 |—:11jp.41.44.
47.58.

S — 2o — —_ — - — p. 17

_iF 1 g — | - | — — | — | — [p-45

Fore
baol a0l — | — 60k~ | — | — e
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CONCLUSION.

Our loss in national vessels by the late war with the Unitcd States, was

comparatively great ; yet there is some consolation in knowing that, in

" every instance,  the proud old British union,” preserved its honenr
inviolate.

Had promised or prudent arrangements been adopted by the proper au-
thorities on shore, one lake-action would have been unnecessary ; the -
other, unseasonably hastened as it was, crowned with success: The pre=
servation of the two fleets, would have considerably diminishcd our losses, -
both in number and importance ; and the possession of an American fleet,
and the command of a Canada-lake, been a very small part of the gains
accruing to us, from a victory on Lake-Champlain.

On the ocean, the intrepidity of British scamen led them, as usval,to seek

combats of the most unequal kind ; while the cautious American, far
swifter of foot, fought only,when he knew the superiority was on his own
side. Had our ships of war been all ship-rigged, every eighteen-gun ves-
sel we have lost, might have chased in vain, or cruized unmelested by, an
American ship, inferior in force to a frigate.

How shall we convince the unsophisticated reader, that the Americans

have recorded the actions comprised in Table 1, as gained over, in seme

cases, ‘ asuperior,” in the remainder, (except, perhaps, the Alert and Es-

sex,) ‘“ anequal, British force” ; and, on the other hand, that the four ac-
tions in Table 3, blaze forth amidst the archives at Washington, zs ¢ most
brilliant defences”;—which would have ended in “victory,” haa not *“ac-
cident,—artifice,” or—the “over-whelming superiority’’ of the enemy,con~

verted them into defeats ! Such “ victories™ as the first, and such * bril-

liant defences” as the last, and mone others, have made *° Herors” in the
new republic,more plentiful, than in the oldest natioen of Europe !

Unswayed by an empty pomp of words, let all such as are entitled to
claim *¢ the richest inheritance of this earth,=-a participation in the name,
character, and freedom of Britons, ¢ assert and maintain, that no British
ship has been captured by an American one, of equal force ; and that it
was pot our fault, there were not many repetitions of, the—Cursareikk
and Suayvox.
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