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EDUCATIO,L REPORT. 

YOUR Committee, desirous of obtaining from the most authentic 
sources information upon the matter referred to them, caused ques~ 

tions relating thereto to be put to the Gentlemen composing the SEMI~ 
NARY of Quebec, also to the Reverend Mr. :MILL'l, D. D. & Secretary 
to the Royal l nstitution for the advancement of learning in this Pro
vince and of the Diocesan Committee for Promoting Christian Know
ledge, to J. F. PmmAULT, Esq. President of the Society of Education 
for the Di:.trict of Quebec, and to the Reverend Mr. \VILKIE, who has 
long presided over an Academy at Quebec, to the Reverend Mr. BuR
ItAGE, who within these late years has been appointed and acted as Master 
of the Royal Grammar School at Quebec, aud to Mr. J. B. CoRBI1'. 

The questions put to these Gentlemen, severally, with their tespectivc 
Answers, will be found in the Appendix to this Report unoer the Let
ter [A.] 

In the extensive field of enquiry into which your Committee were 
called upon to enter, it seemed to them most conducive to the discovery 
of the truth, that some detached portion should be selected for exami
nation in the first instance, and that availing themselves of the permis
sion given to them by the House of reporting from time to time upon 
the matter referred, they should continue their enquiries into the causes 
which have retarded the progress of Education in this Province, and 
Report from time to time, under general heads, the results of those 
enquiries. 

Your Committee could not fail to see, that one of the main causes 
which have retarded the progress of Education in this Province has been 
the withdrawing of the Rents, Issues and Profits, of the Estates here
tofore belonging to the late Order of the Jesuits from the purposes of 
their original use and destination, and employing them for other purpo
ses, not known to your Committee, nor to the Public. 

Some important Documents relating to these Estates being in the 
hands of the Heirs of the late Honorable J. A. Panet, Esquire, in his 
life time Speaker of the Assembly, those Gentlemen were requested to 
lay them before the Committee, which was accordmgly done, and they 
will be found in the Appendix to this Report under the Letter [B.] 

Amongst these Papers will be found an opinion of His lVfajesty's At
torney General and Solicitor General for the Province upon the sub
ject immediately under consideration, bearing date the 18th of May 
1790: wherein amongst other things it is said ; " as a derelict or vacant 
" Estate His Majesty became vested in it by the clearest of Titles, if 
" the right of Conquest alone was not sufficient, but even upon the 
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e~ footing of the proce:dings in France and th~ Judic~al A~ts of .the 

" Sovereign Tribunals m that Country, the Estates m th1s Provmce 

" would naturally fall to His Majesty, and be subjected to his untimi

" ted disposal, for by those decisions it was established upon good legal 

" and constitutional grounds, that from the nature of the first Establish· 

" rr.ent or Admission of the Society into France, being conditional, 

" temporary, and probational, they were at all times liable to expul

" sion, and having never complied with, but rejected the terms of their 

" admission, they were not even entitled to the name of a Society ; whe

" re fore, and by reason of the abuses and destructive principles of their 

" Institution, they were stript of their property and possessions which 

" they were ordered to quit upon ten days notice, after having been 

" compelled to give in a full statement of all they had, with the several 

" Title Deeds, and Documents or Proofs in support of it. Seques

" trators or Guardians were appointed to the management of their Es

" tates, and in a course of time and with a regularity proportioned to 

" their importance, provision was made for the application of them in 

" the various ways that Law, Reason, Justice, and Policy dictated; 

" and all this was done at the suit of the Crown Officer by the Courts 

" of France, as we apprehend in a Judicial and not in a Legislative 

" Capacity." 
Your Committee had reason to doubt the correctness of the above 

Statement, and instituted a long and patient enquiry into the proceedings 

had in France upon the occasion of the suppression of the late Order of 

the Jesuits, in relation to the Cofleges and Seminaries belonging to the 

Order1 and to the Lands wherewith they were endowed. 

The inveteracy of the error to which the afore-meutioned Report of 

the Law Officers of the Crown within the Colony would appear to have 

first given birth, seemed to reqnire on the part of your Committee more 

minute details, than, under different circumstances, and in a matter of less 

importance, they would have otherwise deemed necessary. · 

The commercial embarrassments of the Order, and the legal proceed

ings had in consequence in the Courts of France, on the part of their Cre

ditors for the recovery of their debts, gave occasion to a judicial enquiry 

into the Constitution of the Order. 
Father Lavallette, a Jesuit Priest, sent by his General in America, un

der the Title of Superintendant of the Missions to the Windward Isl

ands, purchased upon the Conquest of several of those Islands by the 

British arms, large quantities of merchandize and considerable real estates 

from the French Inhabitants who were desirous to return to France, and 

who under the several Capitulations were permitted to do so, and to re

move or dispose of their property within a certain assigned period. 

· He paid for these Goods in Bills of Exchange drawn upon his Corres

pondents in France, payable in two or three years, at such places in France 

as were most convenient tot Le respective venders of the goods or lands. 

The Goods were shipped to these Correspondents by Father I.ava

Iette under a Neutral Flag, and it was expected that they would furnish 
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.ample Funds for the payment of the Bills in question, as they became 
due. But in consequence of these Goods being captured by British 
Cruisers and condemned, the Ct>rre3pondents of Father Lavallette were 
unable to honor his Bills, and there were protested Billc; of Exchange 
dtawn upon Messrs. Gouffre & Lioncy, Merchants of Marseilles, to an 
amount of nearly Two Millions of Francs, when those Gentiemen fail· 
ed :-other Bills of Exchange drawn by Father Lavallette upon Mr. 
Ray, who succeeded the beforementioned Gentlemen in this correspon· 
dence, were likewise prOLesred. 

The Father de Sacy, resident at the Maison Profesu of the Order at 
Paris, in his quality of General Attorney to the \Vindward Island Mis. 
sions, was the immediate Superior of the Father Lavallette; it was to 
him that the latter accounted, and in his turn he accounted to the Provitl
cial, who accounted to the General of the Order. 

Upon one of these Bills of Exchange for 30,000 Livres an Action 
was brought in the Consular Com t at Paris, and Judgment given in fa
vor of the Holder against the Order of Jesuits generally: The Court 
considering Father Lavallette as Agent or Factor for the Order in these 
transactions, and the whole Body liable for his Acts as his P1incipals. 

This Judgment was of the 30th day of January 1760. 
On t~H~ 8th May 1761, a Judgment was rendered in the Parliament of 

Paris : 
Between Jean Lioncy, Trustee and Director of the Rights of the 

Creditors of the Brothers Lioncy and Gouffre, Merchants at Marseilles, 
and his partners, Plaintiffs, demanding Payment of Bills of Exchange 
drawn by Brother Lavallette, a Jesuit of the Mission of St. Pierre de la 
Martinique, Superior General of the Missions of the Windward Islands 
and Apostolic Prefect. 

And the Body and Society oft he Jesuits of France, Defendants : 
And the Father General and in his Person the whole Society of the 

Jesuits, Defendants, and making default. 
And between the Je:-uits of the Province of France, and the Jesuits of 

the Provinces of Guyenne, Toulouse, Champagne, and Lyons, opposants 
to the Judgement of the Consulate of Marseilles of the 29th May 1760. 

And the said Trustee of the Creditors of the Brothers Lioncy and 
Gouffre, Defendants, to the said opposition. 

And moreover, between the said Bs others Lioncy and Gouffre, inter
vening, and Plaintiffs, in damages and Interests, and the said Father 
General, the said Society and the said Provinces of the Jesuits, Defen· 
dants, in the said Suit : 

Whereby the Superior General, and in his Person the Body and as. 
sociation of Jesuits in France, were condemoed to Pay One M11lion five 
hundred and two thousand ana two hundred and Sixty-six Livres, two 
Sols, and two farthings, of Bills of Exchange drawn by the B1other 
I .. avallette upon Lionc.y, Brothers, and Gouff1e, Merchants of Marseilles, 
and they were further condemned to pay fifty thousand Livres for dama
ges and all costs and E:xpenses; and the Brother Lavallette and all other 



Jesuits were prohibited under the Penalties of the I.aw to intermeddle, 
directly or indirectly, with any Kind of Traffic which Ecclesiaqtical Per
sons were interdicted from using by the Canons of the Church admitted 
in the Kingdom of France, by the Ordinances of the King, or by the De
crees and Regulations of that Parliament. 

This case was calculated to excite and did excite a high degree of in
terest, not only in France but in the whole of Europe. The Parliament 
was occupied nine days in hearing the Advocates of the Parties, of course 
the most eminent men of that day in their Profession. During the pen
dency of the Suit there was circulated in the Capital (as was usual in 
F rance in all causes of any importance w batever) Printed Me moires Signed 
by the Advocates of the parties, in which the facts of the case and the 
Arguments in support of the pretentions of the Parties respectively, were 
fully stated. 

On the 17th April 1761, whilst the Argument of this Cause was go
ing on, one of the Gentlemen of the Chamber of Enquhes of the Parlia
ment, (all the Chambers being Assembled) addressed the Parliament, 
stating that two Printed Memoires, one for the Jesuits, the other against 
them, on the occaiion of a Cause the Argument whereon had commen
ced the previous Monday in the Grande Chambre cf the Court, appear
ed to him to publish and discuss too openly the Constitutions of the Je
suits to admit of his not submitting to the Court some observations which 
those Memoires rendered indispensable, and well worthy in every respect 
of the entire attention of the Cou:-t, observations, however, which in no 
wise touched the Cause nor the question before the Grande Chambre. 

That on the one side the Memoires for the Jesuits, whilst it seemed in 
a certain degree to confine the discussion upon the Constitutions of the 
Jesuits to what concerns the power oft he General of this Order over the 
Property of the different Houses, nevertheless asserted that the Govern
ment, well known to the Parliament, of the other Religious Houses, dif
fered in its o/tm from the Government of the Jesuits which the Parlia
ment had nf(ver been able to discover. 

That on the other side the Printed Memoire against the Jesuirs con
tained assertion.s. as to t_teir Constitutions and Doctrines generally, which 
it was the duty of the Court to examine into, 

After going through a long and minute examination of some of ~he 
Constitutions whir.h he held to be most exceptionable, he concludes wlth 
submitting to the Parliament the following Motion. 

" Vvould there not then be a necessity for examining the Institution 
" and Administration of the Jesuits according to their Constitutions, 
" of which I have merely given a slight notion ? This, Gentlemen, is 
" what I tequest you to take into consideration." . 

Upon this prayer the following Decree was pronounced by the Parh
ment on the 17th April I7Gl. 

" The matter having been taken into consideration, it is ordered that 
" the Jesuit~ do within three days deposit in the Civil Office of the 
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" Court, a printed Copy of the Constitutions of the Society of Jesuits, 
" that is to say, of the Edition thereof made at Prague in 1757, and 
" cited in the printed paper, intituled, ' Memoir to be consulted, and 
" Consultation for the Jesuits of France, printed by L. Cellot, Dauphi. 
"ne Street, 1761." 

It was further ordered, " that on the Prayer of the King's Attorney 
" General, this D~cree shall be this day served upon the Superiors of 
" the Three Houses of Jesui• s in this City, in order that they may 
" be aware thereof and conform thereto, in order that the Law Officers 
" of the Crown may take communication of the said Constitutions, 
,. deposited in the Civil Office of the Court, according to the Special 
" Decree entered in the Register of this date." 

On the 21st of the same month of April, all the Chambers being as. 
sembled, the Chief President ~nformed them that the Law Officers of 
the Crown were in attendance, to n"nder to the Court an acconnt of 
\\'hat h?d been done in fulfilment of the above Decree of the 17th of the 
same mouth. 

Whereupon the Law Officers of the Crown being introduced, Mr. 0-
rner Joly de Fleury, the King's Advocate General, informed the Court 
that the King's Attorney General had on the same 17th April in the 
afternoon, caused the said Decree of that date to be served upon Joseph 
Frerard, Superior of the Novitiate, Brother Henri Rene Frelant, Supe
rior of the House of the College, and Brother Claude Frey, Superior of 
the House of the Professed. 

And that in consequence of the Service of the said Decree the Edition 
of the Statutes prin~ed at Prague, and required by the Decree, had beert 
deposited in the Office of the Court, on the following day, that they were 
two large Volumes in Quarto, which the Law Officers of the Crown then 
had in their possession, to the end that they might labour to put them
selves in a condition to t·ender to the Court an Account of the said Con. 
stitutions on Tuesday the 2d June following. 

The Law Officers of the Crown, the Advocate General Mr. Omer 
Joly de Fleury, addressing the Court, made on the 3d. 4th 6th and 7th ' 
July 1761, their Report in Obedience to the before mentioned Decree 
of the 17th April 1761, and of an Arrhe of the Parliament of the 2d. 
June of the same year. 

In this Report the subject is treated of undl!r the following Heads. 
1 st.-A General and Summary Statement of the contents of the two 

Volumes of Constitutions. 
2d.-A detail of the principal Articles of the Constitutions brought 

under the consideration of the Court in the proceedings had on the Se
~~?teenth of April preceding, distributing them under their proper 
I Hies. 

3d.-Observations upon those Articles viewed with reference to the 
rights of the Crown and the interests of the People. 

4th.-The previous Public Acts of the Pariiament relating to the 
Jesuits., and their Inslitution . 
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5th.-The course which ought to be pursued by the Parliament in 
respect of those Constitutiuns of the Order. 

Of the first of th~se H~ ads, nothing need here be said. 
Of the second it is material here to refer to such part of these pro

ceedings as relates to the Property held in France by the Jesuits. 
The Advocate General gives the following " Extrait de 1' Article 

Ex amen C onstitutionum." 
Extract from the Article Examen Constitutionum. 

" The end which the Society proposes to itself is its own & its neigh
bours' sanctification. To attain this end three vows are made, that of 
ObediencP., that of Poverty, and that of Charity. The vow t..f Poverty 
consists in this, that the Society cannot . have any income for its own 
support or for any other purpose, wh1ch is to be understood not only of 
every Jesuit individually, but also of the Churches and Houses of the 
Professed Society Domibus Societatis Profess a:. It is not permitted to re
ceive any Fee or Alms for the Celebration of Mac;s, for P1eaching, for 
Administering the Sacrament or any other Office of Religion which the 
Society can exercise accordmg to its Institution. Although they have 
Colleges and Homes of Probation, which have Revenues for the support 
of Students, Scolasticorum, before they are admit.ted into the professed 
Societv, or into the Houses thereof, Revenues of that kind cannot ne
"fertheless be applied to other uses. And it is not permitted to the Hou
ses of the Professed or any of then' or the Coadjutors, to Profit thereby, 
"Exam. Gen. Constit. Cap. 1. Vol. 1. P. :HO." 

The Advocate General treats at great length of the Powers vested in 
the General of the Order, and shews it to have bee:1 as to the Persons of 
the Members of the Order, and as to the Pruperty belonging to the 
Order, of the most absolute kind. 

Yet it wa~ limited as to the Colleges and Seminaries of Education of 
the Order. 

The words of the Advocate General upon this subject are as follows. 
" To the General belongs the whole power of making every kind of 

' Contract of Purchase or Sale of the temporal property and of person.al 
property of whatsoever nature, as well of the Houses as of the Colleges 
of the Society, of imposing and redeeming every kind of Rent, quos 
libet census, on the property, ~onis stabilibus, of the Colleges for their 
use \Vith the faculty of bC:'ing exonerated from the charges on res
toring the money which shall have been given cum Jacultare onere 
likeran~i restit~td pecunia que data Juerit. With respect to the 
ahenatton or exunct.IOn of the Colleges or Houses of the Society which 
are alreadr estabhshed, .he cannot proceed ~hereto without a general 
CongregatiOn of the Soc1ety. The declaratiOn on this chapter states 
that the General is by himself to exercise that po'"'~r of contracting 
respecting_ the. matters just mentioned, that irl. the most urgent cases he 
may exercise It by others, when the delay m1ght become prejudicial or 
when he has deputed it, especially with respect to remote, places, as 
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India, to some one whom he trusts as he does himself, cui tanquam sibi 
ipsi fideret. 11 

And in another part of his Report speaking vf the same subject he says: 
" The Power of the General is indefinite, and no one has any autho

rity but that which he imparts -He alone appoints to places, dismisses, 
continues, is sole, supreme administrator of all the property, they are 
administered, purchased, sold, contracts are enterred into respecting the 
personal property, rents on the real property of the Colleges are consti
tuted or redeemed ; all that is done is in his name, and by virtue of his 
power alone; be can sell, alienate, exchange the real property of the 
Houses or Colleges without any previous information, without giving 
thereto any judicial form.-His power indeed undergoes some restrict ions 
respecting real property appropriated to certain Estabiishments, but with 
respect to personal and even real property given to the Society without 
appropriation ; he can dispose thereof fully as he pleases, " idem gene-
rali.t disponere poterit, aut vendendo, aut retinendo, aut huic vel illi loco 
id quod ei videbitur applicando prout ad majorem Dei Gloriam senserit ex
pedire." Part IX. of the Constitutions Cap. 3, page 437, No. 6.
" Every Contract made without his express consent is null. His ratifica
tion of Acts is necessary, and he can annuli those made by the Provin
cials. He can change the destination of the Legacies made to the 
Colleges or Houses, and apply them to other purposes without any res
traint from the Will of the Testators. It is indeed said, by way of 
corrective, that he shall do so but seldom 11ec nisi rarissime, et extra Eu
ropam in alienationibus permissir; but that, nevertheless, proves how 
far his will makes the Rule and the Law." 

He concludes the second head of enquiry, by shewing that the Jesuits 
were by their own Constitutions prohibited from engaging in any trade or 
commerce whatsoever • 
. The number of their Colleges, at this period may be conjectured to 

have been very great, if we bear in mind what they were half a c~ntury 
before the period in question, 

In 1710, (says the Advocate General) according to Father Jouvenci, 
the Society had upon Earth Six Hundred and Twelve Colleges, Three 
Hundred and Forty Houses of Residence, Fifty-nine Noviciates, Two 
Hundred Missions, Eighty.fonr Houses of the Professed, in all thirty-· 
seven Provinces, and Nineteen Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety eight 
Jesuits. 

It would be going out of the subject under consideration, to refer to 
any part of the ob~ervations of the Advocate General upon the above 
mentioned third and fourth heads of Enquiry. 

Under the fifth head, the Advocate General recommended that there 
should be had between the King of France and the Pope, "friendly Con
ferences as practised by our Ancestors'' the term used in the 75th and 
76th Article11 of the Libert;s de/' E.5lise Gallicane, with a view of reform
ing the Constitutions of the Order, in the various particulars pointed out 
by t~e Advocate General. 
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On the 8th July 1761, the conclusions of the Law Officers, to the 
foregoing effect, were read in the Parliament, all the Chambers being pre
sent, and the following Judgment on the same day pronounced. 

" The Court, all the Chambers being present, upon the Report of the 
Law Officers of the Crown, made yesterday and the preceding days, in 
obedience to the Decrees of the seventeenth of April and second of June 
last, and upon the conclusions in writing by them taken, hath in conse
quence decreed that Commissioners shall be appointed, in order to exa
mine as well the Constitutions of the Society called of Jesus, deposited 
in the Office of the Court on the 18th of Apnllast, as the matter of the 
said Report; also the most important facts respecting the Society which 
have occurred since its establishment, in ordet· that such Examination aud 
the Report thereon be taken into due consideration by the Court." 

On the 2nd of August 1761, by a Declaration of the Kir.g of France, 
bearing date at Versailles on that day, it was ordered, that within six 
months the Superior of each of the Houses of the Order of the Jesuits, 
shtJuld be bound to deposit in the Office of the King's Privy Council the 
Titles of their various Establishments, and it it was added:-

"Moreover, we ordain, that during one year from the date of the En
rollment hereof, nothing shall be ordered, either definitively or provisi
onally, upon what may relate to the said Institutes, Constitutions and 
Establishments of the Houses of the said Society, unless we shall 
otherwise so ordain." 

This Declaration was enregistered in the Parliament on the 6th of the 
same month; the Parliament amongst other exceptions in the act of In~ 
raiment making Collation. 

" The said Court not intending to restrain itself from adjudging upon 
the legal state of the said body corporate, when and as to right shall 
appertain, after seeing the Letters Patent already obtained by the said 
Society, and the Enregistration thereof, and, nevertheless, conforma
bly with the said Declaration, the said Court shall Surcease for and du
ring one year from adjudging upon the said Institution, Constitutions and 
Establishment of the Houses of the said Society, by any Decrees, either 
definitive or provisional, other, nevertheless, than those in respect of 
which the Oath of the Court, its fidelity, its love for the sacred person 
of the said Lord the King, and its attention to the public tranquility, 
will not permit the Court to delay, according to the exigence of the 
Case, subject to the bringing in of the Titles relating to the said So
ciety or its particular Houses established within the Jurisdiction of the 
Court, ordered, by the said Declaration being made at the Public Office 
of the deposit of the Court within the delay contained in the said De
claration of the said Title Deeds, such account to be rendered by the 
-<:ourt to the said Lord the King, as to right shall appertain. Even the 
said Title Deeds to be put into his posses&ion, certified Copies thereof 
being first made, together with the Collation and Deposit in the Public 
Office of the said Court of the said c.:ertified Copies/' 
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And the conclusion of the Act of Enregistration is as follows:
~'It shall also be most humbly represented to the said Lord the King, 

that his Parliament cannot but see with grief that the said Lord the 
King seems to announce to hisParliament, by a Declaration addressed to 
it, the establishment of an illegal deposit other than that of the Court 
for the delivering in of the said Instruments in writing, whereof the 
said Lord the King deems it necessary to be informed for the gen;;ral 
good of his realm. At Paris, in Parliament, all the Chambers assem
bled, the Gth August 1 i6l." 

On the same 6th August I761 the Parliament, after reciting the be
fore mentioned proceedings by its Decree of that day, the Atton~ey 
General; 

Appellant, comme d'abus, from all Bulls, Brief.~, Apostolic Letters re
specting the Priests and Pupils of the Society styling itself of Jequs, 
Constitutions thereof, forms of Vows, Decrees of the Genetals or of the 
General Congregations of the said Society, and generally from all other 
similar Regulations or Acts. 

And in its conclusion, it is said, "It is permitted to the King's At
torncy General to cause to be summoned the General and the Society of 
Persons styling themselves Jesuits, on the said Appeal comme d' abus ; 
whereupon the said parties shall be heard at the earliest day ; when the 
said Appeal shall be adjudged upon, there shall be laid before the Court 
all Edicts, Declarations and Letters Patent, duly verified, concerning 
the said Society, such adjudication and order upon the whole jointly 
to be made as to right shall appertain." 

On the same day, by another sentence bearing more immediately upon 
the subject in hand, the Parliament with reference to the Report to them 
made of the doctrines of the Jesuits, maketh certain provisions in resp~t 
to the Colleges and Seminaries of Education of the Ordet·. 

These are of sufficient importance to require their insertion at full 
length. 

"ln like manner it is provisionally inhibited and forbidden unto the said 
Priests and others of the .said Society, to continue any le~sons1 either 
public or private, of Theology, Philosophy, or of the Humanities, in the 
Schools, Colleges and Seminaries within the Jurisdiction of the Court, 
under penalty of seizure of their temporalities, and under such other pe
nalty as to right and justice shall appertain ; and this from and after the 
first day of October next, as well with respect to the Houses of the said 
Society, which are situated at Paris, as to those which are situated in the 
other Towns within the Jurisdiction of the Court, having within their 
limits Schools or Colleges other than those of the said Society; and 
from the first day of April next only, with respect to tho&e which are 
sitt.ated in Towns within the Jurisdiction of the Court, where there are 
no other Schools or Colleges than those of the said S0ciety, or in which 
those of the said Society shall be found to occupy any of the Faculties 
of the Artp or of Theology in the University there e;;tablished, and ne-

C 
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verrheless in case the said Priests, Scholars, or others of the· said Society, 

shall clai~ to have obtained anv Letters Patent duly verified in the Court, 

to the effect of performing the said scholastic functions, the Court 

permits the said Priests, Scholars, and others of the said Soc~etr, to pro

duce them before the Court, all the Chambera assembled, w1thm the de

lays above prescribed, such order, upon view of the same, and upon the 

conclusions of the King's Attorney General, to be made by the Court as 

to right shall appertain." 
"The Court most expressly inhibits and forbids all subjects of the King 

from frequenting, after the expiration of the said delays, the Schools, 

Boarding Schools, Seminaries, Noviciates and Missions of the said per· 

sous styling themselves Jesuits, and enjoins all Students, Boarders, Semi

narists and Novices to quit the Colleges, Boarding Houses, Seminaries 

and Noviciates of the said Society within the delays above fixed; and all 

Fathers, Mothers, Tutors, Curators or others having charge of the Edu

cation of the said Scholars, to withdraw them or to cause them to be 

withdrawn therefrom, and to concur, each iu respect to himself, in carry

ing into effect this present Decree, as good and faithful subjects of the 

King, zealous for his preservation. The CQurt in like manner prohibits 

them fJ·om sendmg the said Children to any Colleges or Schools of the 

said Society, held without the limits of the Jurisdiction of the Court, or 

out of the Kingdom. The whole under penalty of being taken and 

consi<.lered as favourers of the said impious, sacrilegious and homicidal 

doctrine, assailing the authority and safety of the person of the King, 

!lnd as such prosecuted according to the rigour of the Ordonnances. 

And as for the said Scholars, the Court declares all those who shall con. 

tinue after the expiration of the said delays to frequent the said Schools, 

Boarding Houses, Colleges, Seminaries, Noviciates and Instructions of 

the said persons styling themselves Jesuits, in whatever place they may 

be, incapable of taking or receiving any degrees in the Universities, or 

any Civil or Municipal Offices, or of discharging any such public func

tions. The said Court reserving to itself to deliberate on Friday, the Slh 

rlay of January next, upon the precautions which it shall judge necessa .. 

ry to take upon the subject of the offenders, if any there be.>' 

"And the said Court being desirous to provide sufficiently for the Edu

cation of Youth, orders that within three months for all delay, to be ac

counted from the date of the present Decree, the Mayors and Alder

men of the Towns within the JurisdictiOn of the Court where there are 

.flO other Schools or Colleges than those of the said Society, or in which 

those of the said Society fill the faculties of the Arts or of Theology 

in the Universities therein established, as also the Officers of the Bail. 

/ages and Senechau.rsees, together with the said Universities, shall be 

bound to send to the Attorney General of the King, each, separately, 

Mernoires of what they esteem fitting upon this subject,. that this done 

or default made to do the same, such order may be made, all the Cham

bers asEembled, upon the conclusions of the Attorney General of the 

King the said day Friday the Eighth of January next, as- to righ t. 

shall appertain/' 
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" Decreed that the Law Officers of the Crown do render an ac
count in the Court, all the Chambers aifembled, at the hour of 
ten in the forenoon, of the publication, pofting up, and printing 
of the two Decrees this day rendered by the Court, as well as of 
the fervice of them at the houfes of the persons fiyling themfelves 
Jefuits, which are at Paris, and on Friday the 8th of January, of 
the execution of the remainder of the faid two Decrees." 

"Ordered further, that the firft Prefident be c)larged with car-· 
rying to the King a Copy, as well of the Statement made to the 
Court on the 17th April laft, by one of the Counfellors therein, 
as of the account rendered by the Officers of the Crown the 3rd 
of July laft and the following days, and of the fecond Statement 
made to the Court on the 8th July laft by one of the Coun{ellors 
therein ; to the end that the faid Lord the King may be enabled 
himfelf to know tQ.e Infiitutions, Conftitutions, Doctrine and un .. 
varying conduct of the faid Priefts, Scholars, and others of the 
faid Society ftyling themfelves of Jefus, and the indifpenfible ne
ceffity wherein his Parliament found itfelf to render the Decree 
of this day to preferve the fubjech of the King, and above all the 
Students, who are the hope and the renewal of the State, from 
the teaching of a doctrine as pernicious as execrable." 

On the 29th Auguft 1761, the Jefuits obtained the King's Let
ters Patent referring to the above proceedings, and ordering all 
proceedings to be fuspended under the aforefaid Decrees of the 
6th of the faid month for one year. 

Thefe Letters Patent were, at the prayer of the King's Attor
ney General, amongft other exceptions, enregiftered. 

" Subject neverthelefs to this :-that the refpite contai nedin the 
faid Letters Patent fhall take place only to the firft of April next, 
upon which day the provifional Decree of the Court of the fixth 
Auguft lafi iliall be executed ipso jure, and alfo without that the 
neceffary proceedings to enablt: the Court to render Judgment on 
the .Appel comme d'abus, infiituted by His Majefty's Attorney 
General from the Bulls, Briefs, Conftitutions, forms of Vows, 
and other regulations rel~ting to the faid Society can be suspend
ed, and in like manner without prejudice to the provifional exe
cution of the faid Appcl romme d'abus." 

"And a\fo fubject to this :-that the public or private Lectures 
on Th(iology, Philofophy, or the Humanities, held and given by 
the Priefts or Scholars, in all the towns or places within the Ju
risdiction of the Court without diftinction, cannot be provifion
a11y continued after the expiration of the faid refpite, the whole 
under the pains contained in the provifional Decree of the 6th 
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Auguft Iafi:!• The Parliament added to thefe Refolutions the 

following· Reprefentations :-
" And neverthelefs the faid Court bath decreed, that the firft 

Prefident waiting upon the person of the King this day, in pur

fuance of the Order of the Court, fhall reprefent to the faid Lord 

the King, that his Parliament do conform itfelf to the inten

tion, which the faid Lord the King bath to obtain further infor

mation, has refpectfully submitted to the exprcfs and reiterated 

Orders of His 1\iajesty, by enregistcring the said Letters Patent, 

it cannot dilfemble from the faid Lord the King how much it cost 

the fentiments of rhe heart of the Magistrates who compofe hii 

Parliament, to give to the faid Lord the King this proof of its 

obedience; that it fhall further be reprefented to the faid Lord 

the King by the first Prefident, that the Decrees which his Par

fiament rendered the fi.xth of August last, bear upon objects which 

interest effentially the fecurity of the perfons of Sovereigns, the 

tranquility of States, the principles of Morals, the Education so 

valuable to Youth, the good and honour of Religion ; that the 

faid Lord the King be therefore fupplicated to be pleafed to be as

sured how important it is for his Sacred perfon, for his Posterity, 

for the entire State, that the zeal of his Parliament do not in fu

ture encounter any obstacle upon matters of fuch great confe

quence.'' 
"Ordered, that the faid Letters be printed, pub1ifhed & posted 

up, and certified Copies thereof fent to the Baillages, Senechaus

sees and U niverfities of the J urisdiB:ion, to be there read, pub

lifhed and enregistered. The Court enjoins the Deputies of the 

King~s Attorney General that thE-y fee to the execution hereof, 

and that they certify the Court thereof within one month." 

The next proceedings of the Parliament were on the 16th day 

of February 1762, when after referring to the before mentioned 

declaration of the 2d Auguft 17 61, it orders as follows : 

" The Court orders, that the perfons ftyling therr.selves Je

'' fuits fhall be bound to conform to what is prefcribed them by 

'' the King's declaration of the 2d August last, and the decree of 

'' enregistration thereof : and therefore that the Superiors of 

'' the Houfes of the faid perfons ilyling themfelves Jufu.its, ihall 

" be bound before the 22d day of March next, to make oath in 

'' perfon or by their Attorney even to produce and give in the 

" accounts of their Houfes, which they have not hitherto produ

" ced and given in. The Court orders that within the fame time 

" the faid persons ftyling themselves Jefuits, fhall be bound to de

" pofit at the Office of the Court the Title Deeds of their efiab

'' lifhments, or certified copies thereof; and as to thofe of the 
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" faid Title Deeds whereof the originals are not to be found in 
" any places of public depofit, and are not in their poffeffion: 

" The Court orders, that the said perfons fiyling themselves 

''· Jesuits, do produce itatements containing the nature and qua
" lity of the said Title Deeds, to the truth of which fiatements 

" the faid Superiors £hall make oath, to the end that the said pa
" pers fo depofited, and affirmations on Oath, be communicated 

" to the King's Attorney General, and returned into Court on the 
" 23d day of the faid month of March, that fuch order thereup

" on may be made by the Court as to right and J uftice £hall ap

" pertain. 
" The Court orders further, that the present decree fhall be 

" without delay at the inftance of the King's Attorney General 
" ferved upon the Superiors of the houfes of the faid perfons, fo 

" fiyling themselves Jefuits, being within the JurifdiCl:ion of the 

" Court." 
On the 23d April 1762 the Parliament being in pofreffion of 

the Titles of the E!lates of the order under the before-mentioned 

declaration of the King of France of the 2d Auguft J 761, decided 

difinitively amongst others matters, upon the application to be 
made of the Efiates with which the Colleges of the order were 
endowed, and permitting the creditors. 

" To take their recourfe for the payment of the faid condem

" nation monies upon the property appertaining to the Society 
" of Jefuits within the Kingdom, with the exception of thofe 

" whereof the deftination could not be changed by the Society, 

" and the Superior General thereof to the prejudice of the rights 
" of founders and donors and of their reprefentatives, or of the 

" towns and countries for whofe utility the faid property had been 

" irrevocably affected. 
This document is of too much importance to be omitted and 

will be found in the Appendix to'this Report under the letter [C. J 
In the definitive judgement pronounced by the Parliament up

on the herein-before-mentioned appeal comTJW d' a bus of the At

torney General, it is ordered in refpetl: of the Colleges of the Or
der, as follows : 

" Ordered, That the ascertaining of the property which {hall 

" be liable to the Adminiftration and the Maintenance of the 
" Sc.h6ols and Colleges, and of the Towns where there were no 
" other Schools or Colleges thal.'l thofe of the perfons styling 
" themfelvts Jefuits {hall be proceeded to, to the effect of which 

" the Officers of the Bail/ages, Seneclwussees and the Municipal 
" Officers of the faid Towns, £hall be bound to fend to the Court 

" before the firft of December next, Statements containing, in 
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" the firft place ; a correct detail of the property and benefices 
" of the Ancient Endowment of the faid Schools and College5 
" previous to the introduction of the faid perfons fiyling themfel
•' ves Jefuits, as well as of all thofe which at the time of or fince 
" their introduction may have been given, united, granted as 
" eleemofynary gifts, or in any way bequeathed unto the faid pe:~ 
" fons styled 1 efuits, for the keeping and maintaining of the .fa1d 
'' Schools or Colleges, Eccleliafiical Foundations and other objects 
' ' of a like nature. In the fecond place ; what they ihould efteem 
" expedient as to the manner to be adopted for the Government 
" and admini!l:ration of the property which {hall be appropriated 
" for the faid Schols and Colleges. In the third place ; the man
" ner in which the faid Schools and Colleges were erected and 
" formed, before or fince the introduction of the perfons sty ing 
" themfelves J efuits. To which Statements fhall be joined ; the 
" Title Deeds in fupport thereof, to the end that the whole being 
" communicated to the King's Attorney General, and examined 
" by the faid Commiffioners, the Court may adjudge and deter
" mine what to right fhall appertain, as well in cafe of fufficiency 
" as of infufficiency of the faid property or otherwife.-And that 
" the Lord the King may be moft humbly fupplicated to caufe to 
" be ifl'ued all Letters Patent thereunto necefl'ary. 

" ' And neverthelefs the Court orders that the Municipal Offi
" cers of the faid Towns !hall take polfeffion forthwith upon the 
" evacuation of the Houfes and Eltabli!hments of the late Society, 
" of the Grounds and Buildings which ferved for the faid Schools 
" and Colleges, as well as of the Furniture defiined for the ufe 
" of the faid Schools and Colleges, of which entry into polfes
" fion there fhall be drawn up a Proces Verbal by the Lieutenant 
" General of the Royal Court, or in cafe of abfence or lawfull 
" impediment by one of the other Officers of the Court accor
" ding to Seniority in the prefence of the Deputy of the King's 
" Attorney General, which Proces Ve1·bal £hall contain at the 
" fame time a fummary description of the faicl Furniture and of 
'' the state of the iaid Grounds and Buildings." 

" The whole nevertheless without prejudice to what relates to 
" the College E~ablifhed in ~he Town of Lajleclze, in refpect 
" whereof the fatd Lord the Kmg !hall be most humbly fupplica
" ted to make known to the Court his intentions in tl e accufiomed 
"n1anner. 

"Ordered, nevertheless, that poffeffion !hall be taken thereof by 
" the O_fficers of the. Senechaussee de I r!fle~lze, in the name of 
" the satd Lord the Kmg. As alfo {hall the fatd Lord the King be 
" most humbly fnpplicated to be pleafed to QJder that all the re-
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" venues generally heretofore granted by himfelf and his prede· 
" ceffors Kings, for the direction and maintenance of any of the 
" faid Schools and Colleges !hall continue to be employed to an 
" ufe fo advantageous for the good of the State. 

" Ordered, That before determining upon the Grounds and 
" Buildings, of the Houfes and Eftablihments of th';! faid late So
" ciety, other than thofe of the Schools and Colleges of the 
''Towns within the Jurisdiction where there were no other 
" Schools and Colleges, but thofe kept by the late Class of per
" ions fiyling themselves J efuits, the Royal Officers, the Muni
" cipal Officers and the U niverfities eftablilhed in the places 
" where the faid Buildings and Grounds are, and more particu
" larly the Officers of the Chatelet of Paris, and those of the 
'' Seneclzaussees of Lyons, and of the Bail/age of Rheims, as well 
" as the Prevot of the Merchants and Aldermen of the faid 
" Towns of Paris, Lyons and the Municipal Officers of the Town 
" of Rheims and the U niverfities of Paris and Rheims, :!hail fend 
" to the Court before the first of December next, at the latest, 
"the Statements which they !hall think proper upon the employ
" ment which might be made of the faid Buildings and Grounds 
" for fome object of Public or Private utility, as well upon the 
'' manner of paying the Cost thereof to be em played hereafter as 
":!hall be ordered, which Statements being communicated to the 
~' King's Attorney General, it fhall be by him required and by 
" the Court ordered what to right fhall appertain, and the faid 
" Lord the King fhall be fupplicated to . cause to ilfue all Letters 
" Patent to this end neceffary. 

" Ordered, that proceedings :!hall be had in the Court upon 
" the Titles which are depofited at the Public Offices, (Greffes) 
cc and upon the Statements which fhall be deli\'ered over to the 
H Kings Attorney General by the parties interefted for fevering 
" the Property belonging to the faid late Society, and forming the 
" fubject of Private Foundations, other nevertheless than that of 
" the faid Schools and Colleges to be afterwards deliberated upon 
" by the Court and provided for the acquittal of the faid founda
" tions by whom and as to right !hall appertain, and the said Lord 
« the King in confequence be most humbly fupplicated to order 
" that all Titles and Papers relating to the faid late Order of Je
" fuits, which have been placed before the faid Lord the King, 
" fhall by his order be Addreifed to the Attorney General of the 
" faid Lord the King, to be depofited at the Office of the Court. 

After dire~ting the sale of the moveables belonging to the Or
er of the J efuits, this Judgement proceeds to fay : 

" There !hall not howe~er be 'omprized in the said fale the 
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"furniture of the Schools and Colleges of the Towns, in which 

" there was only that of the late Class of persons fryling themfel

" ves Jesuits, in refpc.>ct of which it ha'i been above decreed and 

"adjudged by this prefent decree; nor any thing which is dee~ed 

" neceffary by the Judges of the places to the ufe and maintenance 

" of the Property of the faid late Class of Perfons fiyling them

" felves JEsuits, whereof a Statement £hall be drawn up by the 

" Bailiffs charged with making the faid iales; as also the Court 

" frays the fale of the Plate and all books, linen, orn'aments, facred 

"vafes, chandeliers and generally of all other Church Ornaments 

" Decorations, as well as of all Libraries, until it fhall have been 

., otherwife ordered by the Court, all the chambers affembled, and 

"to provide therefore-Ordered that the Commiffioners of the 

" faid Court flull affemble on Thurfday next. 

It would be too long to refer to the various decrees of the Par

liament founded upon a principle which pervades them all, and 

which decrees are thus characterized in a fubfequent decree of 

the 28th August 1762. 

"Thefe decrees are founded upon a motive of equity which die .. 

'' tates all the decrees of the Court; this motive is, that it is juft 

"that the revenues of property defrincd for a College be employ

" ed for the benefit of that College, and that thPy be therefore ad-. 

" minifrered by fequefirators mofr at hand to the officers charged 

"with determining, as well upon the alimentary annual allowan

" ces to be made to the perfons lately fiyling themiel ves J efuits, 

"as upon the Fees of the profeffors who have filled the places of. 

"the faid perfons lately ftyling themfelves Jefuits." 

It would be foreign from the matter referred to your Commit

tee, to report the various meafures t1ken by the French Govern

ment concerning the manner in which thefe Revenues were to 

be applied to the purpofes of Education. 

It is fuffi.cient to have fhown incontrovertibly, that the Colle

ges and Seminaries which belonged to the order of the Jefuits in 

France, continued after the fuppreffion of that order to be ufed 

for the purpofes of Education, and that the Lands and monies 

with which they had been endowed continued to ferve for the 

maintenance of the faid Colleges and Seminaries. 

The next object of your Committee was, to afcert'ain what had 

been done in relation to the Jefuits' Efiates in Canada by His 

Majefly's Government in England, or by the Provincial Autho

rities under orders from His MajeH:y's Government in England. 

Upon this fubject your Committee have in the fidl in fiance to 

ref(;r to an abfl:ract of Proceedings in Council, relative to the 

grant dir cted to be made of the Jefuits' Efl:ates in Canada to the 
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late J efferv Lord Amherft, with the dates of the feveral orders 
made by His Majefty in Council in that behalf, and the Reports 
of the 1ate Board of Trade and of His Majefiy's Law Officers 
for the time being. 

It appears from it that, " on the 24th May 1770, His Majefty 
" was pleafed to refer to a Committee a Petition from J effery 

" Lord Amherft to His Majefty in Council, ftating that His 
" Majefry having been gracioufly pleafed to fignify his intention 
" of beftowing a mark of His Royal favour in America on the 
" Petitioner, and praying a grant of the Eftates belonging to 
" the J e{uits in Canada." 

" This Petition was referred by the Committee to the Board 
" of Trade, who made their Report thereon, dated 7th 1 une 
" following, but offered no decided opinion upon the Petition 
" of Lord Amherst." 

'' On the 2d November 1 7iO, the Lords of the Committee 
" made their Report to His Majefry, and fubmitted that His 
" Majefty's Attorney an..l Solicitor General :lhould be directed to 
" prepare the draft of a proper Inftrument to be paffed under 
" the great feal, for granting to Lord Amherst the Eftates be
" longing to the J t!fuits in Canada, referving to His Majefty 
" for public ufes the Colleges and Chapels with their appurte
" nances, which belonged to the Society in Quebec, Montreal 
" and 'Trois Rivieres, the grantee engaging to make fatisfaction 
" to fuch of the th€n poffeffors as were in poffeffion at the time 
" of the Conqueft." 

" The Report .was approved, and an order made containing 
" directions as above, to His Majefty's Attorney and Solicitor 
" General, who by a Report dated 14·th December 1770 fubmit
" ted, that they could not proceed in preparing the Inftrument 
" for want of an authentic ac aunt of the nature and defcription 
" of the Efrates intended to be granted by His Majefty." 

'' On the 20th December 1770, another Petition was prefen
'' ted by Lord Amherst, praying that His Majesty would renew 
" his order to the Attorney and Solicitor General, for prepar
" ing the draft of the Grant, and containing a particular account 
" of the Eftates &c. with an affidavit annexed of General Mur
" ray (the then Governor of Quebec) to the fame effect, which 
" Petition was referred to the Law Officers by His Majeft:y's 
" order in Council, bearing date the 2lst December ! 770, and 
" in cafe the fam~ contained an authentic account of the nature 
" and defcription of the faid Eftates, they were to prepare the 
'' draft of the Grant &c. but it appears by the Report of His 

D 



" Majefiy's Law Officers in return to the faid order, that tLe fai& 

" affidavit of General Murray, did not in their opinion fet forth 

" an authentic account of the nature and d~rfcription of the Es

" tates intended to be granted." . 

" On the 8th March 1771, a further Petition was prefented 

" by Lord Amherst, ftating, that he had lately received from 

" Canada a particular account and defcription of the Eftates be

" longing to the Jefuics in that Province, certified by the Clerk. 

" of Enrolments to be conformable to the Regifter of the In

" tendant's Office, and thofe of the Superior Council of Que

" bee &c. &c. which Petition and Papers annexed thereto, were 

" referred to His Maj-efty's Law Officers, to confider the fame 

" with fuch further accounts- and proofs as fhou!d be laid before 

" them, and to prepare the draft fJf an Inihument for making a 

" Grant to the Petitioner agreeably to His Majefty's forme" 

" order." 
The queftion 0f the application tO' be made of the Eftates anc1 

property of the late Order of the Jesuits appears to have been re

ferred as early as 1765 to the Law Officers of the Crown, and in 

a Plan of a Code of Laws for the Province of Quebec reported 

by the A~vocate General, " bearing date College of Ad.vocates, 

~' Doctors' Commons 1773" it is said, "In regard to the Title 

" of the Eftates of the Jesuits, t.here is annexed to this Report 

" :l sketch of a former one in deliberation, drawn up in a very 

" full manner by particular direction in the time ot Mr. Gren

" ville's Adminiftration, May 12th I 765 ; but upon a change 

" of Adminifiration soon after, and of the other Law Officers 

" of your 1.\'hjefiy to whom 1t was referred jointly with the Ad

" vocate General, no report was made in form.~' 

The sketch referred to in this paragraph will be found in the 

Appendix to this Report under the Letter [D.]-It is material 

to obferve that the above opinion appears to have been prepared 

without the Law Officers of the Crown having had the advan

tage of seeing the Title Deeds to the Eftates in queftion. 

A further Petition was prefented by Lord Amherst, praying 

that His Majefty would renew his former order to the Attorney 

and Solicitor General, for preparing the draft of grant, and 

would e_mpower them to receive and admit such further evidence 

as should be la1d before them for ascertaining the description, 

boundaries,. and tenure of the said lands, and was referred to the 

Law Officers accordingly. 

On the 6t~ July 1786 His Majefty's then Attorney and 

Solicitor General made their Report to His Majefty in return to 

the preceding order, and to the former orders of the same tenor 
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by wl1.ich it appears that Lord Amherft had forborne to lay be ... 

fore them fome documents in his pos'S-essions for the better ascer

taining the nature &c. of the lands, by reason of the troubles 

which in 1779, and for fome years afterwards, subsified in North 

America, and submitting that the additional evidence produced 

was frill insufficient to asc~rtain various particulars necessary to be 

known, viz: 
" The prefent Titles by which the Lands were poifeifed." 

" The perfons by whom poifessed., 
" Their prefent value, and the nature of the tenures by which 

d1ey were holden." 
" The exact local situation, their extent and population, and. 

" whether any and what claims are made by the heirs of the do

" nors of such part of the lands as were given to the religious or

" ders by private perfons." 
" And the Report concludes by submitting, that the faid fe

" veral partit:ulars, and all other material circumftances attending 

" the lands in quefl:ion, may be bell ascertained by an enquiry 

" inftituted in the Province by Commiffioflers to 'be appointed 

H by His Majefry's Governor, or by such proceedings in the 

" nature of an inquifition as he should find moll con{onant to the 

" Laws and Ufages of the Province: to inllitute for that purpofe, 

'" and that until thefe particulars ~houltf be fully ascertained they 

" were still unable to prepare fuch Grant to the Pctitioner as would 

" be valid in Law:" 
" The Report from the Law Officers was referred by His 

" Majelly to the consideration of the Lord., of the Committee 

" of Privy Council for Trade and Foreign Plantations, who by 

" their Report to His Majefiy dated the lOth of the faid month, 

"' mbmitted their opinion, that in consideration of the difficulties 

·" and delay that had hitherto attended the carrying into effec't 

"' His Majefry's gracious intention in favor of the petitioner, His 

~' Majefiy might authorize and dit·ect the Governor of the Pro

·H vince of Quebec, to caufe the feven1l particulars ftated by ~he 

" Attorney and Solicitor Get eral in their above Report, and all 

" other circumftances attending the lands in queftion, to be as

-'' cena-incd by Commiflioners to be appointed &c. &c. &c. ; 

" AND that upon return thereof, the Governor should pass a 

·" Grant under the Seal of the Province, to the Petition-

" er, his heirs and assigns, of fo much of the Ellates belonging 

·" to the J efuits in the faid Province, as might be legally granted ; 

.H under fuch tenures, and subject to all such payments alld other 

" rights of Seignipry as might by Law belong to His l\1ajcfty, 
DZ 
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" and under the refer~ations and conditions mentioned in His 
" Majefiy's former ord of the 9th November 1770, .and e~cep~
'' ing thereout fuch parts or parcels thereof, as H1s 1\tl~Jefiy s 
" Go ·ernor 1hould judge necdfary to be referved for pubhc ufe~, 
" and fuch grant to be fubmitted to His M.ajefiy's further consl
" deratiOn." 

" On the 18th Augufi: 1786 the foregoing Report of the 
" Lords of the Committee for l'rade was approved by His Ma
,, jefi:y, and an order iffued accordingly to the Governor of the 
" Province of Quebec." 

In execution of the foregoing order a Cornmiffion was iifued 
by His Excellency Guy I~ord Dorchefier, bearing date the 7th 
day of January 1788, whereof a copy will be found in the Ap
pendix to th1s Report under the Letter [EJ. 

The proceedings had by the Commiffioners named in the fore- · 
going Commiffion will be found in the Appendix under the before 
mentioned Letter [A.J. 

The opinion of the Law Officers of the Crown within the Co
lony already referred to, and bearing date the 18th May J 790, 
was required and given under the before-mentioned order of His 
Majefiy in his Privy Council, bearing date the 18th day of Au
gufi 1786. 

" In purfuance of this order a return was made by Lord Dor
" chefier, the then Governor of Canada, of all the proceedings 
" which had taken place in that Province with. refpeCl: to the 
" Survey of the Lands in quefrion, and his Lord £hip in his Let
" ter accompanying the same, affigned his reafons why he had 
" not prepared a grant of the faid Lands in conformity thereto." 

" At a later period a return was made by Governor Milne of 
" the actual value and Revenue of thofe Estates, as made out by 
" the Commiffioners for the management of the same. Gover .. 
" nor Milne in his Letter transmitting the same, which bears 
" date 23d February 180 I, obferves, that the information m oft 
" to be depended on would certainly have been obtained by 
" means of a Papier Terrier, but his objeCl:ions to that arofe 
" from finding that it would not only have been attended with 
" considerable expenfe, but that it would have taken up much 
" more time." 

" The Governor believes however that the valuation (as now 
" made) cannot be materially wr011g, and fi:ates the annual Re
" venue in 180 l according to the firfr Report dated the 13th 
" January, as amounting to £1245 5 4 exclufive of the pro· 
" perty fituated within the Cities of Quebec and MontreaL" 

" The Letter refers to a second Report, dated the 6th Febru-
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cc ary 1801, and mentions that it is computed that the conceffi
" ons made since that time, have increafed the annual Revenue 
" to £1358 13 4." 

" In the month of June 1791, the late Lord Amherfl: present
" ed another Petition renewing his prayer, that the Governor or 
" Lieutenant Governor for the cime being might be ordered to 
" pafs without further delay the grant in question of all the faid 
'• Efl:ates, which {hould appear from the Reports of the Commis
" fionPrs appointed in purfuance of His Majefi:y's order of the 
" I 8th August 1786, and by the Report of His Majefi:y's Law 
" Officers in the Province, his Majefty might legally give and 
" grant." 

" This Petition was also referred to the Committee, but it does 
« not appear to have been taken up during the life of the faid 
" Lord Amherst. ' ' 

After the aforefaid Report orders were given to take poffeffion 
of the Efl:ates belonging to the late order of the J efuits. 

The proceedings had in consequence of thefe orders will be 
found in the Appendix to this Report under the Letter [F.] 

Since that period the said Estates have been managed by Com
miffioners.-The Commiffion will be found in the Appendix to 
this Report under the Letter [G.J 

It is neceffray now to revert to the claims set up by th~ Fami
ly of Lord Amherst to thefe Eftates. 

" On the 9th May 1798 the pre!;ent Lord Amherst prefented 
" his Petition to his Majefty in Council, Hating all the proceed
" ings which had taken place, and particularly the order of the 
" 18th August 1786, which direCts the Governor to appoint Corn
" miflioners, and infi:itute an enquiry in the Province for afcer
" taining the nature of the Lands, &c. and that the proceedings 
" under the faid Commiilion had been returned, together with a 
" digefi: or analysis thereof, and the Report of the Law Officers 
" in Canada ; and praying that the faid Law Offieers in Canada 
'' might be direCted to prepare a grant of all fuch parts or portions 
" of the Efi:ates lately belonging to the Society of J efuits, as are 
" particularly afcertained by the faid Report, or that a grant 
" might be prepared of fuch parts of the faid Eftates and the 
" profits thereof, as his Majesty should think proper, and beft cal
" culated to effeCtuate His l\1ajesty's bounty to the late 1 effery 
" Lord Amherst. '' 

" This Petition was referred to a Committee, who recom
" mended to His Majefty to make fuch grant accordingly, un
" der the fpecial refervation, provifion and declaration that 
" wl~en the clear yearly profits of the faid E!l:ates f11all exceed 
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<c £2400 Sterling, Lord Amherst fhould account to His Majes
c' ty for the furplus profits, after being allowed fuch ~ums as .he 
" ihou1d have expended in ft>ttling, cultivati~g and nnprovmg 
'" the faid Efiates, and all other expenfes wh1ch Lord Amherst 
" ihould in any manner have been put to, in and about the hid 
" Efi:ates, which had not hitherto appeared to have yielded any 
'' Revenue or advantage to His Majefty, and alfo to b~ a\low:d 
" the charges attending the feveral orders and Commlifions m 
'"' Can-ada, and other proceedings to afcertain the nature and 
'' defcription of the faid Efrates, and alfo fuch further expenfes 
'' as might be incurred in paffing and carrying th. grant of the 
"' faid Lands into efrect, and that His Maje!ty 's Attorney and 
'" Solicitor General, {hould prepare a draft of fuch grant, to be 
" paired unJer the great feal of the Provi nce, under the before
" mentioned fpecial refervation, provifion and declaration, res-' 
" pecting the furp lus profits, and containing the refervations 
" fpecified in the former orders: and further referving to His 1\'Ia .. 
" jefty fuch ether parts and parcels of the Lands as His Majefiy's 
" Governors had actually applied to the erection of Hofpttals, 
" Barracks and other public ufes; and on the 23d January 1799, 
" this Report was approved, and an order i!fued to the Attorney 
" and Solicitor General accordingly." 

" In return to the above-rr.entioned order, His Majefiy's Law 
n Officers made their report with the draft of a grant annexed, 
" but fubmittEd that the Lands to be conveyed by the faid grant, 
" lying within the Province of Lower-Canada, with the parti
H cubr -circumfiar.ces of which, and more efpecially with the te
" nures and proper defcription thereof, not being perfe(tly in· 
~' formed, they could not confider themfelves as being perfectly 
" competent to frame an Inftrument which migllt not be liable 
'' to objection, and therefore fubmitted that the fame ihould be 
" fully confidered by the Law Officers in Canada; and there
cc upon the Lords of the Committee to whom the faid report 
" and draft of Inftrument had been referred, recommended, 
" that His Majefry fhould approve of the draft, but that prevr
<c ous to the fame paHlng the feal of the Province, the Gover
c:c nor Cnould be directed to confult the Law Officers of the Pro
cc vince with refpect to fuch provifions and alterations, as, upon 
cc due confideration of the nature of the Tenures and proper 
~' defcription of the Lands, might appear to them advifeable to 
c' be added to or inferted in the faid grant." 

" It is prefumed that a return was made to this order by the 
c• Governor in the fpring of 1801, for it appears by the Council 
<' Book, that, on the 14th of ;\pril 1801, a letter was written 



d 
~s 

r. 
s• 
ns 
a· 
's 
s, 
9, 
ey 

w 

ed1 

nt, 
ti· 
te· 
in· 
tlf 
le 
be 

re
ort 
ed, 
l'i· 
er· 
0• 

n 
r 
{) 

2.J 

" to the Attorney General, ftating that feveral proceedings had 
H taken place in the Province upon the reference made to Hi:s 
" 1\Iaje!l y's Law Officers there, of the draft of the grant prepar• 
" ed here and tranfmitted as above-mentioned, and that the 
" Law Officers in Canada had by their report to the Governor, 
" bearing date the 15th November 1799, fiated certain objec
" tions to the validity of the faid Infirument, as then confiruct• 
" ed according to the exifting Laws of Canada, and the letter 
" went on to direct His l\1ajefry's Attorney and Solicitor Gene
" ral here to take into confideration the draft of the original In
" ftrument, and alfo the faid report of the Law Officers in Ca
" nada and report their opinion." 

" First.-" Whether the faid alterations and amendments were 
" proper to be adopted ?" 

" Secondly.-" In cafe they :lhould be of opinion that such 
" were proper, whether it would be necefl:try that a new draft of 
" an Infirument :!hould be prepared and fubmitted to His 1\Ia
" jefiy for approbation, or whether it would be fufficiem in cafe 
" His Majefiy's Attorney and Solicitor concurred in opinion with 
" the Law Officers in Canada, to direct the Governor to cause 
" the fa!d alterations and amendments to be inferted in the Ins
'' trument already prepared ?'' 

" In answer to this Letter His Tajefiy\ Law Officers made a 
" further Report to the Lords of the Committee, ftating many 
" objetl:ions which occ.urred to them in respect to the provifion 
" under which J~ord Amherst was to hold the Lands, & be made 
"accountable for the furplus profits of the Efi:ates beyond .£2,400 
" per tumurn." 

" That it would render His Lordfhip a Public Accountan~
"and expose him and his under-tenants to endless difficulties and 
" perplexities, and that it would operate as a bar to the full in
" provcment of the Estates ana confeqm.ntly to the Revenue to 
" be derived from the fame to His Majefry;. inasmuch as th 
" ,<\gents employed by Lord Amherst, could hardly be expected 
u tu look furtht:r than the perception of the proportion of Rent 
" granted to Lord Amherst, for his own ufe." 

On the 11th JulJ' 1803, His Majefiy was gracioufly pleafed to 
fend the following Meifage to His Commons. 

'' His Majefiy acquaints the Houfe of Commons, that in confi. 
'' deration of the Eminent Services of the late 1 eifrey Lord Am
" herst, during his Command in .. America, and particularly in the 
" reduction of the Province of Canada, His Mojesty wa'3 induced, 
" subfequcntly to the \Var during which thefe ferviccs were ren
" dered, to dire't that a Grant !hou!d be ma<le to His Lordiliip, his 
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" heirs and fucceffors, of a certain tract of Land in that Province, 

u but in con{equence of difficulties arifing from loc.al ~ircum

" fiances, His Majefi:y's intention5 have not been carn.ed mto e~

" fect.-His Majefi:y has ordered the proceedings relattve to thts 

" subject, to be laid before this House, and His Majefty re

" lies with confidence on the jufi:ice and liberality of his faithful 

" Commons to make such compenfation to the reprefentatives of 

" the late Lord Amherst, as under the circumftances of the cafe 

" ilull appear to them to be adequate and proper.'' 

There was paired in confequence in the Parliament of the U ni

ted Kingdom the Statute 43 Geo. Ill, Cap. 159, " for settling 

" and fecuring a certain annuity on William Lord Amherft, and 

" the representatives of the late Jeffery Lord Amherfi: in consi

" deration of the eminent fervices performed by him during his 

" command in America." 
And with it closes the fecond branch of the enquiry. 

It is not poffible to look at thefe Documents without feeling the 

utmoft refpeCJ: for the fenfe of right and juftice which dictated 

the above proceedings, and which has so eminently diitinguifhed 

at all times the Government of His MajeH:y. 

Your Committee next directed their enquiries to the afcertain

ing, whether any, and what proceedings had been had within the 

Colony, for the obtaining of the Buildings and Revenues of the 

Efi:ates to be applied to the purpofes of Education. 

They find that almofi: immediately after the Efrablifhment of 

the prefent Confiitution, to wit, in the year 1793, a Petition fign

ed by a great numbe1: of the Citizens and Inhabitants of the 

Town and County of Quebec was prefented to the Afscmb1v, 

which will be found in the 1 ournals Vol. l, Page 352. $ 

That after various proceedings had upon this Petition, an hum

b~e Addrefs and Petition of the Affembly of Lower-Canada to 

His Majefiy was reported, concurred in and voted by the Afsembly, 

(Journais Vol. I, Page 406) and it wac; refolved on the llth Ap;il 

1793, that a Mefsage i110uld be fent "to the Legifiative Council 

" with a Copy of the AddrefS and Petition to His Majefiy, which 

" has .pafsed .this Houfe :elative to the. prol?erty pofsefsed by the 

" Jefmt'l and the Education of Youth m tlus Province, requefl:incr 

" the Council to join in the same." , 
0 

On the 17th April of the fame year a 1V1efsage was fent by the 

Legifiative Council in a11fwer to the above R efolve of the .Afsem

bly, informing them "that the LegiflatiYe Council have resolv(:d 

" to exprefs their defires on the fubject of promoting the means 

" of Education in a feparate Address." 

l.q. !800, on the 12th Marlh, a l\1otion was made in the Houfe 
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of Afsembly, that the Hou!e fhould refolve itfelf into a Commtt .. 
tee, to confider of the moft proper means of obtaining informa
tion concerning the rights and pretenfions which this Province 
may have upon the College of Quebec and the Efiates thereunto 
annexed. 

And on the 13th day of the fame month, an Addrefs was voted 
to His Excellency the Governor of the Province, praying he might 
order the proper Officers to transmit to the Houfe, Copies of cer
tain Titles and Documents and Official Reports relative to the 
Eftates heretofore pofsefsed and claimed by the Religious Order 
of the Jesuits in this Province. 

This Addrefs was prefcnted to the Governor of the Province 
on the 15th day of the fame month, and he \'as pleafed to make 
the following ani wer ;-

" I think it necefsary to inform you on the fubject matter of 
'' the prefent Addrefs, that the whole proceedings under the 
" Commiffion ifsued on the 29th December 1787, including everv 
" claim and pretenfi.on refpecting the Eftates of the late Ord:r 
" of J efuits in this Province, together with the humble Addref<> 
" of the Houfe of Afsembly voted on the 11th April 1793, had 
" been refpectively fubmitted to the King,-That His l\1aje!ty 
" having been gracioufly pleafed to refer the whole proceedings 
" to His Privy Council, the r~fult of their Confultations, with 
" His Majefiy's Order thereon, was transmitted to this Govern
" ment in t.he month of April laft, and in confequence of fuch 
" Order, Commiaions have ifsued to take the whole of the pro
" perty into the hands of tht! Crown!~ 

" After reflecting on thefe circumftances, ihould the Houfe of 
" Afsembly continue to deem it advifeable to perfift in their pro .. 
" pofed inveftigation, I £hall comply with their requeft, to allow 
" them accefs to thofe papers which have already been made pub
" lie, and £hall in that cafe give orders that all perfons duly au
" thorifed by the Houfe of Afsembly, be at liberty to take Copies 
" of all Titles, Documents, Reports, Papers and all Proceedings 
" under the Commifsion mentioned, which were returned into 
" the Council Office on or before the 25th August 1790.', 

" But after the information I have now given, the Houfe of 
" Afsembly will certainly deem it incumbent on them to confider, 
" whether it is confiftent with that refpect which they have hith
" erto uniformly manifested towards their Sovereign, to reiterate 
" any application on the subject." 

This Answer from His Excellency the Governor in Chief was 
taken into confideration by the Affembly, and on the 21st April 

E 



.t 800, an Addre:;s to His Majefiy, humbly (upplicating His Ma• 
jesty to take into His Royal and Paternal. con~deratio~ the de· 
plorable fiate of the Education of Youth m.thts Provmce! was 
propofed, but was not voted.--This Addrefs 1s to be found m the 
Journals of this Houfe, vol. 8, page 162. 

No effectual proceeding<; on the {ubject took place from that 
period until the 13th May 1812, when a Meffage was fent by the 
Legislative Council informing the Affembly of their "ddire of ha
" ving 01 conference with the Houfe of Affembly upon a matter of 
" importance to the future interefis of the Province." The con
ference took place, and an Addrefs to His Royal Highnefs the 
Prince Regent was reported to the Affembly by the Managers on 
their part at the faid conference, " folici ting His Royal Highnefs' 
" attention to the '5tate of Education in this Province, and to the 
" want of Public lnfiitutions for the Infiruction of our Youth; 
" and to offer to His Royal Highnefs our humble prayer that His 
" Royal Highnefs will be pleafed to take our neceffities into His 
" Gracious and favorab.\e confidera-tion, and to allow the already 
" acE:umulated and the future Rents and RevP.nues of the Efiates 
" of the late Order of J efuits~ fituate in Lower-Canada, to be 
" appropriated to the relief of thofe neceffities." 

This Addrefs will be found in the Journals of the Affembly, 
vol. 20, page 594 . 

The next and laft proceeding on the fubject in tf1e Affembly 
was a Refolve on the 15th March 1823, "That an humble Ad
" drefs be prefented to His Excellency the Governor in Chief, 
" praying he might be pleafed·to communicate to this Houfe, fuch 
" Inftructions or Despatches which may have been given or tram
" mitted from time to time by His Majefiy's Government, .rel<r
" ting to the J efuits' Efiares in this Province and to the applica
" tion of the Revenue of the faid Eftates in this Province." 

His Excellency the Governor in Chief "s Answer to this Act
drefs was, " that having referred to former proceedings on this 
" fubject which are to be found upon the Journals of the Houfe 
" of Affemb\y in the year 1800, I do not think that I can corn
" ply with the requeft of this Addrefs without having obtained 
" fpecial permiffion fo to do." 

Your Committee convinced that thefe Infiructions would afford 
to the People of this Province fome· new proofs of the wisdom 
and beneficence· of His Majefty's Government, are at a loss to 
comprehend upon what ground it has been deemed neceifary by 
His Excellency the Governor in Chief to keep them fecret. 

Upon the whole matter your Committee is of opinion, that 
the proceedings heretofore had in this Houfe upon this fubj.ect 
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1i'ught to be renewed, and in confequence an humble Addrefs be 
prefented to His Majefi:y, praying. that he will be graciously plea
fed to caufe to be applied to the Promotion of Education in this 
Province, the Bui~dings, Lands and Revenues, heretofore be .. 
k>nging to the late Order of the Jefuits. 

All which is neverthelefs humbly fubmitted. 

Quebec, 25th February 1824<. 

L. LAGUEUX, 
Chairman. 

APPENDIX [A.] 

ANsWERs of the SEMINARY of QuEBEc to the Questions of the 
Chairman of the Committee appointed to enquire into the 
prefent state of Education in this Province. 

Q. What is the prefent state of Education in this Province ? 
A. If by Education is underftood the knowledge, even ele

mentary, of Letters, it must be admitted that it is reduced to but 
little, particularly in our .country parts. There are unfortunately 
feveral Parifhes where there would hardly be found five or fix per
fans capable of expreffing their thoughts tolerably in writing, and 
of performing the most common rules of arithmetic. From the 
knowledge we have, we fhould be inclined to think, that in our 
country parts, upon an average, about one fourth of rhe Canadian 
popul.ation can read tolerably; that there may be one tenth who 
can write their names, poorly enough in truth. In this humilia
ting enumeration, we comprife only the cultivators of the earth, 
and not perfons of certain profe:ffions which require more exten
:five knowledge. 

Although Education be but little advanced in this country, it 
would have been much lefs fo, had it not been for the zeal of a 
good number of the gentlemen of the Clergy, who have made 
great exertions for the purpofe of procuring Education for the 
children of their particular Parifhes, by building School Houfes 
and maintaining Masters. Their fuccefs would have fully corres
ponded with their generous exertions, if a law in force in this 
country had not prevented them from endowing thofe Schools, 
and thereby perpetuating the good which they commenced. 
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It will perhaps not be altogether foreign from the fubject, to 

obferve that the Law 41 Geo. Ill. has by no means contributed 

to improve the state of education in this Country: that Law in 

truth provides for the nomination and for the Salary of School 

Masters, but thofe who from their pofition would be in a condi

tion to judge of the merit of the perfons who folicit fuch places, 

having no part in the nomination, nor any right of {uperinten

dence, one may judge how thefe Schools are kept, particularly if 

the .!_\.fasters who are put at the head of them are perfons whom 

the bad state of their affairs has compelled to take that fituation, 

and who confider it only as a last refource to procure a little food 

for their family. 
Q. 'Vhat are the caufes which may have retarded its progrefs ? 

A. Amongst the different caufes which may have retarded the 

progre{s of Education in this Province, one may confider the 

following as the principal:-
1st. The want of pecuniary means with a very large number 

of parents. 
2nd. The difficulty of procuring School Masters of irreproach

able morals. 
Srd. Finally the want of good Elementary Schools in our coun

try parts. The greater part of the Schoolmasters found there, 

particularly thofe establiG1ed under the 41st Geo. Ill. are not of 

a kind to obtain the confidence of the country people, becaufe as 

we have already faid, the Gentlemen of the Clergy have no right 

to fuperintend their conduct, and they are named without the par

ticipation of the principal Inhabitants of the place. 

Q. What are the most proper means to diffufe it? 

A. In ·our humble opinion the most efFectual means would be, 

to establifh in each Parifh Elementary Schools, to be under the 

immediate direction and fuperimendence of the Curate, Church 

Wardens and principal Members of each Congr('gation. The 

Curates having it then in their power to fuperintend the Schools, 

and to know the morals, and religious and focial principles of the 

Masters put in charge of them, would induce their parifhioners 

to fend their children to School, an~ we are intimately perfuaded, 

that with time thefe Schools would end in being very well attend

ed. To establifh thefe Schools in a fiXed and permanent manner, 

it would be neceis~ry for the ~egii!atur.e to authorize the J?abrique 

of each CommuniOn to acqmre fuffic1ent funds for the mainrain

ance of thofe Schools. If fuch a law were pafsed one would foon 

fee rifing in all the Pari!hes permanent Schools, which hereafter 

would be endowed by the different Curates and by rich Individu

als, who now make daily complaints that the obftacles are not re-
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moved which prevent them from doing the good which they de .. 
fire to do in refpect to the elementary education of children. Wjth 
Schools thus founded and endowed, a refpectable Salary might be 
provided for the Mafters, whereof the choice wouid be by so much 
the more eafy as the means of {ubfiftence to be offered them 
would be greater. 

Q. What is the number of Scholars in that part of the Semi-
nary of Quebec, which is called " Le Petit Seminaire".'l 

A. There are about one hundred and fixty. 
Q. Could a greater number be received into the faid 3eminary? 
A. When the rf>pairs of the Petit Scminaire now commenced 

are completed, there could be received therein about one hundred 
and fifty Boarders, and as many day Scholars at the leafr. 

Q. Why do not a larger number of Scholars requeft admiffion 
to ftudy in the Seminary of Quebec? 

A. That a larger number of Scholars do not requefi: admiffion 
to our Seminary may be attributed: 

1st. To the want of Elementary Schools, where young people 
prepare for a courfe of fiudies, and where they usually acquire a 
tafie for them. 

2nd. To the want of pecuniary means. Although the charge 
for boarding and lodging is fmallJ and the Scholars pay nothing 
for tuition-the Seminary itfelf paying the Profefsors-neverthe
lefs, the number of parents whofe means permit them to place 
their children at the Seminary is small. The charge for the 
boarding ~nd lodging of the Scholars is twenty pounds currency 
for twelve months. If they are fick, or the Seminary does not 
take them to where the Vacations are ufually pafsed, a proportion .. 
ate deduction is made to the parents. 

The day Scholars pay one pound currency for fuel, sweeping 
the school rooms and bringing in the wood. With thefe two la!t 
articles they were charged previous to the beginning of the re
pairs of the Petit Seminaire. 

3rd. To the indifference, unfortunately too general, of parents; 
who not having themfelves any idea of education, are little inc}i .. 
ned to confer it upon their children. 

Q. Is it not efsential that before being capable of admifsion to 
the Seminary, it is necefsary for the Scholars to have gone through 
a courfe of elementary inftruction elfewhere! 
. A. Befo~·e a boy be adi?itted to commence his courfe of fi:udy 
m our Semmary, we reqmre that he fhould be able to read Latin 
and French, and know how to write. 

Q. Would you be pleafed to :!late to usJ what is the courfe of 
iluclies through which fcholars are put in your Seminary? 
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A. Our courfe of fiudies confifis in teaching the French, Latin 
and Englifh Tongues, Geography, Mythology and Hifi:ory; after 
thefe comes a course of Literature, Rhetoric and Philofophy ; 
this laft confifts of Logic, Metaphyfics, Morals, Natural Philofo
phy and Mathematics, in atl their branches. Befides thi~ our 
young fcholars, of late years, begin, in the lower clafses only, a fys
tem.atK: courfe of Arithmetic, which they continue during the 
following clafses. 

Q. What aptitude for the sciences have you obferved in the 
y.outh in general, including that portion of them which fiudied 
with you? 

A. We think that the Canadian Youth have as great an aptitude 
for the Sciences and the Fine Arts as is ufually met with in the 
Youth of other Nations, and we believe also that we may affert 
without fear of violating the truth, that the greater number of the 
Young men who have frudied in our Seminary have !hewn fuf
ficient talents to fucceed, and we are proud to be able to count a. 
mongst thofe who exerciie honorable Profeffions, as well in the 
City as in the other parrs of the Province, and who distingui:!h 
themsdves therein, no fmall number of Pupils of the Houfe, who 
eminently fucceeded in thofe courfes of fi:udy. 

Q. What was the Original deftination of your Houfe in res .. 
pect of Education ? 

A. The Seminary of Quebec by its original deftination, was 
bound only to prepare Young Ecclefiaftics for Holy Orders by 
teaching them Theology. Befides this, it kept a fmall Boarding 
Houfe for Scholars, who attended the Claffes of the Revd. Fathers 
the Jefuits. 

Q· What was the courfe of Studies followed at the College of 
tht? Rev d. Fathers the J efuit~ ? 

A. We think that it was that of the College of Louis le G'rand. 
Q. Since when, and upon what occafion, have young people been 

admitted to fiudy in your Seminary ( 
A. It is fince the Conquest, and upon the occafion of the 

fuppreffion of the Revd. Fathers the J efuits, which occurred in 
1764, that the Seminary of Quebec has charged itfelf with the 
Education of the Youth, who in confequence of that suppreffion 
were deprived of every means of receiving aPy Education. 

Q. Can you say what is the number of Scholars who have re-
ceived their Education in your Seminary before and fince that 
period, and be pleafed, if it is poffible, to give us a table year by 
year ? 

A. It would be altogether impoffible to fay what is the number 
of Pupils who have received their Education with us. Very long 
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refearches could at the utmost enable us to know the number of 
thofe who have studied with us as Boarders :-But we think that 
the refult of thofe refearches would not afford any thing fatisfac
tory to the Committee which does us the honor of interrogating 
us. 

For and in the name of the Gentlemen of the Seminary of 
Quebec. 

(Signed) ANT. P A RANT, Priest. 

Sup. S t m. of Quebec. 
, 

Seminary of Quebec, 22d. Jany. 1824. 

The Reverend Dr. MILLS appeared before the Committee, and 
was examined as follows. 

Q. When were the Rules and Reg.ulations now produced firft 
eftablifhed ? 

A. The Rules and Regulations (No. 1.) were eftablifhed in 
the year 1820, fhortly after the erection of the Corporation. 
Thofe (No. 2.) which are fupplementary to the former, about a 
twelve-month ago. 

Q. Can you furni.!h the Committee with a List of Vifitors who 
have accepted in confequence of the Circular annexed to the faid 
R'ules and Regulations being· Addreffed to them. 

A. The answer to this Queftion will be found under rhe next 
Query, as, with one or two exceptions which it cannot be neces
sary to notice, the Vifitors who have accepted under the Circu .. 
lar addreffed to them by the Royal Inftitution are in fact the Vi 
fi tors now acting. 

Q. Will you alfo furniili the Committee w1th a List of the Vi
fitors who are now acting, and alfo a list of the Commiffioners of 
the faid Schools appointed fince the E!tablifhment of the Royal 
lnftitution, alfo of the School Houfes actually conveyed to the 
Royal lnftiturion and thofe not fo conveyed ? 

A. School Houfes conveyed to the Royal lnftitution. 
At Kamouraska, St. Armand, St. Anne la Pocatiere, Stan

bridgt.", Port Neuf, Cap Sante, St. Roch, Coteau-do-Lac, William 
Henry, Point Levy, Chatham, Seigniory of Arg.enteuil (four 
School Houfes) Durham, Stukely (two School Houfes) La Chine, 
Stanfi:ead (three School Houfes) St. Marie Nouvelle.Beauce. 
Eaton (three School Houfes) Melbourne, Terrebonne (two School 



Houfes) Dorchefter, Hatley (two School Houfes) St. Thomas and 

Maskinonge. 
School Houfes not yet conveyed. 
Quebec and Montreal ne:arly completed, Drummondville, ready 

for conveyance fome time ago. New-Carlifie ( Gaspe) and 
Frampton, School Houfes in progress. Three-Rivers, no School 
Houfe yet erected. Berthier School discontinued from Novem
ber last, till the School Houfe be repaired and {:onveyed. 

CoMMIS~IONERS Appointed fince the Eftabli£hment of the Royal 
Inftitution. 

Dorchefter-Revd. W. D. Baldwin, \V. Macrae, Efquire, H. 
Monfey, Efquire, and Mr. G. Efinhart. 

Argenteuil-Revd. J. Abbott, H. Caldwell, Efquire, and J. 
Mure, Efquire. 

New-Carliile-(Gaspe) H. O'Hara, Efquire, Js. Sherar, Ef-
quire,_ Amafa Be bee, Efquire, Robt. Sherar, Efquire, 1. Cald
well, Senr. Efquire, and Revd. J. Suddard. 

Lachine-Jno . . Finlay, Esquire, Donald Duff, Efquire, Capt. 
Pierre Roy dit La Penfee, and James Somerville, Junr. Etquire. 

Frampton-P. E. Desbarats, Js. Voyer and Edw. Pyke, Efqrs. 
Coteau du Lac-J. Simpfon, A. Grant and H. Evatt, Efquires. 

Berthier, Revd. 1. C. Driscoll, Js. Cuthbert, Junr. Efquire 
and Mr. Charles Morrifon. 

Terrebonne-J. Oldham, M. Turgeon and C. Roy, Efquires, 
and Me.ifrs. A. Dumas and F. Coyteux. 

Kamouraska-Chs. Tache, T. Cazault, and T. Horsman, Efqrs. 
WiUiam Henry-Revd. 1. Jackfon, H. Brewfter, Efquire, and 

Mr. A. Alien. 
Melbourne-Mefl"rs. B. Heath and Simpfon, 
DrUinmondville-Revd. S. S. Wood. 
St. Hilaire-Lieutenant Colonel J. B. Rene Hertel de Rouville, 

P. Byrne, Efquire, and A. Dumont, Efquire. 
St. Jofeph-(District of Montreal) J. McNaughton, J. 

McDonald, 1. McFarlane and A. 1\1cNaughton. 

LIST OF VISITORS NOW ACTING. 

Cap Sante-G. W. Allfopp, P. Morifett, Chs. Garnaud, Frs. 
Rinfret dit Malouin and Jacques Marcot. 

Kamouraska-Pafcal Tache, Chas. Tache, and Thos. Horfman. 
St. Armand and Stanbridge-Rev d. J. Reid, Calvin May, and 

Geo. Mitchell. 



Frampton-Edward Pyke, Efquire, 1\fr. W. Fitzgerald, ana 
Mr. J. Ross. 

St. Thomas-L. Boucher, Efquire,-.-Couillard, Efquire, and 
-Boiifeau, Junr. Esquire. 

St. Roch-L. Beffe, and Edward Maffe, Efquires. 
Three-Rivers-H6nblc. T. Coffin, Honble. l\1. 

deaux, Efqr. and R. Kimbert, Efquirc. 
Point Levi-Revd. R. R. Burragc, 1\leffire Maffe, Captain 

Augtn. Labadie, J. Davidfon, Efquire, and Mr. Richd. Lilliott, 
Montreal-Honble. J. Richardfon, RcYd. J. Bcthune, Rev d. 

B. B. Stevens, S. Gerrard, Efquirc, and F. W. Ermatinger, Ef
, quire. 

Argenteuil-Revd. J. Abott, C. l\fui1·, J. Madhall Perkins) <U d 
J. S. Hutchins, Efquires. 

St. l\farie Nouvelle-Beaucc-Honble. Col. Tafchereau, C. Tas
chereau, Efquire, and l\Ir. Lehouillier. 

Chatham-Revd. J. A bott. 
Terrebonne-(Engliili School) Honble. R. McKenzie, Rcvtl. 

J. E. Burton, and J. Oldham, Efqr. 
Do-(Frcnch School) Lieutenant Col. Michel Turgeon, l\hjo·· 

J os. Turgeon, J. 0. Turgeon and Fran<;;ois Coyteux. 
New-Carlifle (Gafpe)-Revd. R. Knagg, R. Sherar, Efqr. Mr. 

W. Scott, and 1\fr. J. Caldwell, Senr. 
Lachine-Revd. B. B. Stevens (Montreal) J. Fin1ay, Efquire, 

D. Duff, Efquire, J. Somerville, Efqr. and Captain Venant Roy 
dit la Penfee. 

Coteau du Lac-Captain French, H. Evatt, Efquire, W. H. 
Cufhing, Efquire, and A. Nicholl, Efquire. 

Wm. Henry-Revd. J. Jackfon, and Mr. A. Alien. 
Stanftead-Revd. T. Johnfon, (Hatley) C. Kilborn, P. Hub

bard, M. Childs, J. Smith, and S. Pomeroy. 
Drummondville-Lieutenant Colonel Heriot, and Revd S. S. 

Wood. 
Melbourne-Revd. S. S. Wood, B. Heath, J. Stimfon, J. B. 

Bromham, M. Perkins, and C. Clarke. 
Dunham-Revd. C. C. Cotton, Jos. Baker, Efqr. A. Brown, 

J. Coatesworth, S. Cook, G. W. Stone, and J. Gilbert. 
Q. Can you inform the Committee what number of Scholars 

nave attended the Schools under the direction of the Royal In· 
fiitution during the laft year ; the number of thofe who are taught 
gratuitoufly in thofe Schools, diftinguifhing Catholics and Protes. 
tants, and ftating the places where the Schools are fituated, and 
the names of the Mafters ? 



No. of Scholars 

Masters' Names. Place. Gratis.\Thatpay. 
Remarks. 

Thomas Ansbrow, Kamouraska, 17 17 
Jos. H. Ayer, St. Armand, 75 
Thomas RusseU, Stanbridge, 68 

J. A. Phillipon, St. Marie N. Beauce 26 
Charles Desroches, Cap Sante, 10 S8 
A. Vervais, } Terrebonne, 

S7 1 

J. Walker; 8 17 
T. Marsden, Quebec, 179 2S 
James M'Nish, New Carlisle (Gaspe) Average 50 

J. A. L'Herowlt, Pointe Levi, 27 

Antoine Cote, St. Thomas, so 22 

John Childs, Frampton, 47 
D. T. Jones, La Chine, 5 S3 
Selby Burns, Three-Rivers, 15 24 
Clement Cazeau, St. Roch, 13 10 
William Irvine, Coteau du Lac, ss 
W. G. Holmes~ Montreal, 150 

l { No.eporl, "''""" 

V\T• Nelson, William Henry, - - ed previous to the 
Christmas vaca-
tion. 

J, Whitcher, Stanstead, Average so 
William Power, Drummondville, 16 
A. \Voods, Argenteuil, No repor t, since resigned. 

D. Thomas, Melbourne, 40 
J. Dewar, Chat ham, } W. Baker, Dun ham, No report. 

A. \Vo1ff, Berthier, 9 12 

The above is tranfcribed from the Schedule tranfmitted to His 
Excellency the Governor in Chief, founded on the Reports of 
the different vifitors previous to the iffue of the Schoolmafter's 
Warrants to the 1st. of November lafr-1 have no means of dif
tinguifhing between the Proteftants and Roman Catholics, but 
~he Committee will probably be enabled to judge with fufficient 
accuracy from the places where the fchools are fituated. 

Q. You will be able alfo to furnifh the Committee with a lift 
of the Members of the Royal lnftitution ? 

TRUSTEES OF THE ROYAL INSTITUTION, 

The Lieutenant Governor of U pper-Canada, for the time 
being. 

The Honorabte Sir F. N. Burton, Lieutenant Governor of 
Lower .. C:mada. 
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The Lord Bifhop of Quebec (principal.) 
The Chief J uftice of Lower-Canada, for the ttme being. 
The Chief Juftice of Montreal, for the time b~ing. 
The Chief J uftice of U pper-Canada, for the time being. 
The Spe·aker of the Legiflative Council of Lower-Canada. 
The Speak:er of the Houfe of Aifembly of Lower-Canada. 
The Revd. G J. Mountain, D. D. Archdeacon of Quebec. 
The Honble. John Richa::-dfon. 
The Honble. and Revd. J. Strachan, D . D. 
The Honble. and Revd. Chs. StuartJ D. p. 
The Honble. Chs. de St. Ours. 
The Honble. John Caldwell. 
The Honble. H. W. Ryl~nd. 
The Honble. L . de Salaberry. 
The Honble. A. L. J. Duchefnay. 
J. Stewart, Efquire. 
J. T. Tafchereau, Efquire, and 
A. W. Cochran, Efquire. 
Q. From your experience and knowledge of the Country, can 

you furniili the Committee with any information on the general 
ftate of Education in the Province, the caufes of its retardment, 
and the means of promoting it ? 

A. This queftion divides itfe~f into three heads. Fidt, as to the 
general fiate of Education-fecondly, as to the caufes of its re
tardment-and thirdly, as to the means of promoting it. 

I st. With regard to the general ftate of Education in the Pro
vince, tho' no one, I imagine, will difpute that it is ~t a very low 
ebb, yet I am of opinion that it has made confiderable progrefs 
within thefe few years, and that it is ftill in a regular courfe of 
advancement.-The Schools under the Royal Inftitution are ra
pidly increafing in the Town!hips, (frefh Deeds of conveyance 
from this quarter being weekly tranfmitted to the Board,) and, 
as far as this portion of the community are concerned, I certainly 
confider the Act 41st Geo. Ill. Chap. J 7, as fully effectual to all 
the purpofes for which it was intended ; and notwithfianding 
the <.:aufes which have unfortunately operated to prevent its ha
ving its natural and proper effect in the Roman Catholic Parifhes, 
yet applications are not wanting from thefe Parifhes, under the 
higheft and moft refpectable fanction, for the eftablifhment of 
fchools of Royal Foundation by virtue of the exifiing Law. 

I have adverted to the caufes which have impeded the opera
tion of the Act 41st Geo. Ill. and this naturally leads. 

2ndly.-To the confideration of the circumftances which have 
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retarded the general progrefs of Education in the Province. !n 

fl:ating my opinion upon this fubject, I beg to affure the Commit

tee, that I ihould neverJhave obtruded it unasked, and I believe 

this queftion was not in the number of thofe propofed to me by 

the Committee when I appeared before them : As it is, I muft 

exprefs my clear and decided conviction (and I truft the confci

entious avowal of this conviction will not give-as it is not inten

ded to give, offence) that a principal bar to the diffufion of educa

tion, has been tht: oppofition of the Roman Catholic Clergy to all 

the meafures of the Royal Inftitution.-This opposition, or, if 

the term be preferred-this non-co-operation (for the effect is 

precifely the fame) has been uniform and fyftematic, fince the time 

that Monfeigneur, the Roman Catholic Bifhop, declined becom

ing a Member of the Board.-The name of one Solitary cure will 

be found on the lift of vifitors-one or two others, in the firft 

inftance, readily entered upon the tafk affigned them, but they 

were foon made senfible of their error, and had to retrace their 

fieps in the beft way they could-of the few who thought proper 

to notice the circular addreffed to them by the Board, the an

fwers, without ftating any spec~fic ground of objection or com

plaint, were couched in general terms, that, under prefent cir

cumfiances, they muft dedine taking any part in the fuperinten

dence of the fchools in queftion-the obfervations, however, of 

one of the Roman Catholic Clergy-a gentleman of acknowledg· 

ed talents, and I believe, a fincere friend to Education are wor

thy of remark, and I fuall give them in his own words-" J e 

rne ferai un plaisir, meme un devoir d'agir en conformite au 2e. 

article des reglements, que vous avez eu la bonte de me transmet

tre a ce sujet, regrettant cordialement qu'il ne soit pas en mon 

pouvoh· d'acupter la commission de visiteur avant que ces regle

ment soient.fixes par une Loi, qui fait l'allente des ames sincere

ment liberates, et dont,j'en suis sur, le Bureau lui mhne sent toute 

la convenance''. 
Thefe obfervations lead to the confideration of the last branch 

of this queilion, as to the best means of promoting Education in 

the Province. ~efore touching upon this point, however, I beg to 

refer the Committee to Documents [A. & B.l herewith transmit

ted without a fingle comment, as they fufficiently fpeak for them-

felves. · 

Srdly. With regard to the most eligible mode of promoting 

Education !n this C?untry, I. am very muc~ at a loss what to fay, 

or even thmk. It Is at all times far less dtfficult to point out an 

exifiing evil, than to devife an adequate remedy. That Protes .. 

t•nts and Roman Catholics of all ranks-Clergy as weJl as 
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. Laity, Ihould cordially unite their efforts and their talents towards 

the accomplifhment of fo defirable an object, is a '' confummation 
devoutly to be wi.fhed," but I fear it will be agreed on all hands, 
that it is hardly to be expected. What then is to be done ? un
der the influence of prejudices, and fuspicions and jealouftes too 
deeply rooted, alas ! to be eafily eradicated. "\Vhat fteps are to 
be taken ? The quefi:ion is difficult of solution, and it would re
quire much time and serious reflection, and much greater expe
rience and knowledge of the Country, than can poffibly be pos
seffed by a ftranger, to give any thing like a fatisfactory answer. 
The Eftabliiliment of another Royal Infi:itution ( compofed alto
gether of Roman Catholics with Monfeigneur at their head) was 
fpoken of fome time ago, as a meafure in c.ontemplation ; fuch a 

a plan, I fpeak with all diffidence, might perhaps answer as well 
as any other, which could be devifed. It would, at all events, 
leave the general controul of Educ:ation where I conceive it always 
ihould be, in the hands of the Government, while the immediate 
superintendence would alfo be, where it ought to be, in the hands 
of the refpec.tive Clergy :-a fentiment, in which, notwithftanding 
all the new-fangled theories which are growing fast into fafhiou 
amongft us, I feel affured that every conscientious Churchman, 
whether Proteftant or Roman Catholic, will most cordially concur. 

It muft be evident, however, at the firft view, that even if this 
Plan were feafible, it is liable to many and ferious objeClions, a

mongft the forcmoft of which, is its manifeft tendency to feparate 
more widely and more laftingly the Roman Catholic from the 
Proteftant Members of the Community; a feparation, which can
not be too much deprecated by all, who feel, as those ought to 

feel, who are Heirs of the fame 11 eavenly hope, and fubjeCls of 
the fame earthly Jllonarch ! 

(Signed) JOSEPH LANGL Y MILLS, D. D. 
Secretary to the Royal Inftitution. 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

For the SCI-IOOLS of RoYAL FouNDATION in the Province of 
Lower-Canada, under the manag€ment of the Royal lnftitution. 

Firft-An uniform syftem to be purfued in thefe Schools, pre
scribing, as far as poffiblE>, the Books to be ufed, according to a 
lift to be made for the Schools belonging to each Church, by 

' thofe Truftees of the Infi:itution, respectively, who are Members 

of that Church. 

I 



Secondly-The School to be under _the immediate.inspe0ion of 
the Clergy of that Religion,. which is profeifed by t~1e mhab1t~nt~ of 
the spot-or, where the inhabitants are of a m1xed descnpt10n, 
ti~e Clergy of each Church to have the fuperintendence over the 
Children of their refpective Communions. 

Third-A reguiar superintendence of the Schools, by perfons 
to be nominated by the Corporation, (one of whom £hall be the 
Clergyman of the fariili or Towniliip, as described in the pre
ceding Rule,) who, or the major part of them, £hall conftitute 
a Committee, whofe duty it ihall be to report to the Corpo
ration every Six months-one month before the time of the 
School-Mafier's Salary becoming due-the number and progress 
of the Scl1olars, the conduct of the Mafter and h i& compliance or 
non-compliance with the directions of the lnfritution, together 
with any deficiency which may exift in the provifions made for 
education upon the fpot, or any irregularity in the mode of 
making or applying them. Thefe Vifitors £hall alfo hold a for
mal Annual Examination of the School, the refult of which Ex~
mination £hall form part of the report regularly made to the In
ftitution ; and they {hall have authority to fix the hours of atten
dance-the number and duration of the Vacations, and the fcver~l 
Holidays, whic.h it may be proper to allow-to regulate the rates 
()f ruition, and to name the children to be admitted gratis, and 
thofe whofe parents are to pay ~ all this being fubject to the ap
probation of the Board. 

Fourth-The School-mafter to enforce a regular attendance on 
J?ublic Woriliip, or where no Church is at hand, to read fuch 
portion of the Church Service to the Children of Prote!tantsl on 
Sundays, as may be judged expedient by the Infritution. 

Books for the Proteftant Schools.-Thofe aifopted by the 
cc National Society for educating the poor, &c/' 

Books for the Roman Catholic Schools.-InfiruClion de la J eu
neuife, le Catechisme, Nouvelle Methode pour apprendre a bien 
lire et bien ecrire, par J. Palairet. 

SuPLEMENTARY RFGULATIONS for the Government of Schools 
under the management of the Royal Ir.fiitution. 

PRICES, 

No mafter conduCling a School under the Royal lnfiitution 
fhall be allowed to decline taking one third of the number of 
Pupils as free Scholars, who £hall be infiruCt:ed in Reading, Writ
ing and the lower branches of Arithmetic, if it £hall appear that 
there is that proportion of children whofe parents are not able to 
pay. 
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N. B. This is not to be underftood to authorife the dismiff'al of 
-any actual Free Scholars from Schools eftabli!hed, although they 
may bear a larger proportion to the whole than that fpeci.fied 
above. 

No mafi:er £lull in any cale be allowed to charge at a higher 
rate than four livres (Ss. 4d.) per month for education in the a
bove mentioned branches ; and it !hall be within the difcretion 
of the vifitors to vary the rate in the fame School, according to 
the number of children attending who belong to the fame Fami
ly, or according to the circumfi:ances of the Parents.-The vifi
tors fhall alfo have the power of naming Scholars, who £hall con 
tribute nothing except their proportion of Fuel, as well as thofe 
who fhall contribute in no fhape to the expenses of the School. 

The mafter !hall be at liberty to exact the monthly payments 
in advance. 

The fuel confumed in the fchool-room itfelf .!hall be provide 
by the parents. 

HOURS OF ATTENDANCE AND HOLIDAYS, 

The hours of School attendance fhall not be lefs than five 
hours in each day, and the interval between morning and after
noon fchool, ihall not be lefs than one hour. The vifitors fuall 
have the difcretion of extending the number of hours to fix iu 
the fummer months. 

There lliall not be more than one whole Holidav in eacl 
week ; and if there is a whole Holiday, there fhall tl1en be no 
half holiday, (faving and excepting the obfervation of Religious 
Feftivals by children belonging to a Communion in which fuch 
obfervance is received.) 

The fummer vacation {hall not exceed one month, nor the 
Chrifimas vacation one fortnight, and the time of commencing 
and clofing each fhall be fixed by the vifitors. 

A task of writing, or an exercife of memory, fhall be given to 
the children to be performed during the vacations. 

LlST OR ROLL TO B£ KEPT BY THE MASTER. 

The mafter fhall keep a regular Regifi:er of the Scholars, where-
11 in !hall appear in the columns of a Schedule, the date of their 
)f aclmiffion and difcharge, the days of their attendance and of 
t· their abfence, and the time of their fucceffive continuance in 
at ~"ach of the claifes, into which the School may be formed. 
to 



[A] 
MoNSIEUR, 

Vous pourrez faire favoir au Colonel Phillott, qu'il y 
a une place pour son fils : je vous prie de !'informer que {on enfant 
fera tenu d'obferver toutes les regles du Seminaire comme tous 
.ceux qui y font, excepter qu'il ne se'l'(l nullernent gene pour sa croy
ance dont il ne pourra pas cependant fa ire aucun acte public en se 
'rendant aux Offices Divins que se .font les quinzejours au manoir, 
par ce qu'alors cela generoit le reglement de la maison, il est bon 
d'informer ce monfieur que la penfion est de .£18 15 0 p:1r an, 
a payer chaque quartier d'avance et dont les parents ont ufage de 
paifer une obligation felon les reglements de la Corporation du 
Seminaire. La place qui e3t offerte vient d'etre vacante par la 
maladie incurable d'un des enfans, qui font cette annee a nom
bre jufte de ce que l'on peut prendre au Seminaire. La nouriture 
de cettc maifon est commune, mais je crois fuffifante pour les en~ 
fans qui en general ne s'en plaignent pas. 

Je vous prie de me croire avec la plus haute 

confideration et efiime, 

Votre tres humble 

et obeis. Serviteur. 

(Signed) 

Nicolet, 6 Novembre 1824. 

J. 0. LEPROHON, Ptt·. 

--QUEBEC, 8th November 1823. 

DEAR SIR, 

I received by this morning's Poll: your favour of the 
6th infiant, which I lost no time in conveying to Colonel Phillott. 
The prohibition, expreffed in your letter, to his Son's being permi
ted to attend the public exercife of his Religion on Sundays, is an 
objeCl:ion infurmountable.-But it is the only objeaion which has 
prevented the young gentleman being placed at the Seminary o,f 
Nicolet. 

Pray believe me to be, with respect, 

Your fincere hble. Servt. 

(Signed) T. TRIGGE. 

Revd. Mr. LEPROHON, &c. &,. 
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[B] 

ST. MAnY's, NEAR CHAMBLY, 17th October, 1823. 

HoNBLE. Sm, 

Another great Bar has turned up to p1:event schools being established 
in the Parish. In the month of June last, I was requested to commence 
an English and French School at the village of St. Mary's about nine 
miles from my own place. To this end Sir John Johnson subscribed and 
~aYe me a free House-This example was followed by Doctor Woods 
the 11ag1strate, Major Byrne, eight Captains of the Militia, and about 
sixty Canadians, who all subscribed to the amount of £35, to encou
rage the sc.hool. Although I had a Letter of recommendation from 
His Lordship the Bishop of Philadelphia to Mr. Lajuste the Parish 
Priest, he refused to subscribe, and when about thirty of the most res~ 
pectable men in the Parish \vaited on him merely for his approbation, he 
told them in wrath, that he would have nothing to do with the school, 
by which means, and as these poor well-inclined but uneducated peo· 
ple attend to the e:Aample of their Parish Priest, rather than judge for 
themselves, they scattered as if by magic. Several of them told me 
that he heretofore refused administering sacrament to their children, and 
that he would do so, were they to send them to schooL-Some of the 
people, who seemed very anxious for the school, now say, that they will 
not pay what they subscribed. The Priest has even gone so far as to 
make [gain] over one man, a subscriber of mine, who is going through 
the Parish, in order to prevent the people from sending their children to 
school. He also tells them if they learn English, they will afterwards 
go to the U. States. Is it not a heart-rending grievance to me, that, 
after losing nearly fi,•e months to accomplish my object here, my family 
may starve, owing to the prejudice of a Priest, whose desire it is to in· 
sist on the people remaining in absolute ignorance. Notwithstanding 
these unfavourable circumstances, I commenced three days ago, and I 
have only two pupils. In hopes that the Almighty God will exite you, 
and some others iu power, to endeavour to make some atrangement to 
render myself, and others situated as I am, in some measure independent 
of all these difficulties. 

I have the honor to be, &c. &c. 

(Signed) H. HAGAN. 

The Honble. Js. Cuthbert, Berthier. 

We, the nndernamed, certify that the facts stated in this letter are true, 
. ' ~ 
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and that the Priest has done all he cculd to prevent the school from be

ing established. 
(Signed) 

(Signed) 

WM. 'Vooos, J. P. 
THos. LEMAY, N. P. Captn. Mii. 

o:7 Allowance must be made for Mr. Hagan 's fe7lings if their be 
any expression in the above Letter calculated to gm: offence. The 
Committee will not fail to remark, that his statement ts confirmed by 
two persons of undoubted respectability. M.-. Hagan himself jg a Ro· 
man Catholic of highly respectable character, who is personally ~n~wn 
to the Honble. J, Richardsoo, Lieur. Col. Evans, and other pnnc1pal 
persons in Montreal, in whose families he has taught with entire satisfac. 
tion to his f'mployers. J. L. MILLS. 

Mr. J. F. PERRAULT, Prothonotary of the Court of King's Bench for 
the District of Quebec1 appeared before your Committtee and was exa-

mined as follows: 
Q. Can you inform the Committee what is the number of Schools es-

tabbhed in this Province ? 
A. I have no Document upon which I can found an exact calculation 

of the nu•nber of Schools established either in the Towns or country parts 
of this Province. 'Vhat I can state with certainty is, that in the country 
parts of the District of Quebec, a part of which I pass through at· 
tending the Circuit Courts as Prothonotary, the Schools are more rare 
than ever; the Royal Institution for Education having within the last 
year dismissed the greater patt of the Masters therein who received Sa· 
laries from Government ; moreover those Schools were badly provicied 
with Masters, and little attended by the Children ; the Masters being for 
the most part of doubtful character, and named by unknown persons, 
could not obtain the confidence of the inhabitants, and still less that of 
the Curates, who as the teachers of morals ought at the least to have the 
superintendence of establishments where moral and religious principles 
must be inculcated at the same time that children learn the first notions 
of an Elementary Education. 

In truth, it is only in the Towns of the Province that a careful edu. 
cation can be had for children : thanks to the Seminaries of Quebec and 
Montreal, for males, and to the Religious Ladies of Quebec and Three
Rivers, and to the Sisters of the Congregation at Montreal, for girls. It 
is only lately that gratuitous School:> have been established at Quebec 
and Montreal, for the instruction of children whose parents are unable to 
pay for their instruction. Besides, those Schools cannot furnish to all 
the poor the instruction whereof they are in want, from the absence of 
pecuniary means to make the necessary buildings and pay the contingent 
expenses of the Schools. 

One of the best means, in my opinion, to diffuse Education 
through the country, would be to establish central offices of Elemeo· 
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ary Education for the present in the d.ffl.!rent Districts, who should be 
charged with the making establishments, as well in their respective coun• 
try parts as towns, with an injunction to give to the Catholics the Rules, 
Books and MethGd adopted by them at Quebec, in the gratuituous 
School under the direction of the Society of Education. Tu the Pro
testants belonging to the English Church, the Rules, Books and Method 
adopted by the English Church ; to the Presbyterians, the Rules, Books 
and Method adopted by them at Quebec; and in fine, to the children 
of different religions, the Rules, Books and Method adopted at Quebec, 
in the British and Canadian School, so as it is provided in the projet, 
which I was latterly charged with presenting to the Legislature of the 
Province, and as all this could not be executed without money, it would 
be necessary that the Legislature should provide therefor, either by 
asking that the Revenues of the Estates of the Order of the late·Je
suits, specially appropriated to this object, should be applied to the same, 
or in some other manner. T think that three thousand pounds a year for 
each District would be necessary to begin with. 

Q. 'Vbat was the kind of education afforded by the Establishment 
of the Jesuits in Canada before the Conquest? 

A. There was then given in the Towns an Elementary Education, 
and complete courses of sciences, as well sacred as prophane, were gone 
through. After the Conquest, down to the suppression ot that I nsti• 
tution, they satisfied themselves with giving a gratuitous Elementary 
Education. Since that suppression, I have known no other gratuituous 
establishment but the Seminary at Quebec and the College at Montreal. 
The Seminary of Quebec was destined by its Institution for the in
struction of those who desired to enter into Holy Orders, and until the 
suppression of the Order of the Jesuits they were the only persons who 
studied there. It is only since that period that the youth in general are 
received. 

The Revd. DANIEL W ILKIE, Clergyman of the Church of Scotland 
and Teacher in this City, answered as follows: 

Q. From your experience as a Teacher and knowledge of the coun
try, can you furnish the Committee with ::.ny information on the general 
state of Education in the Country, the causes of its retardment and the 
means of promoting it ? 

A. I have been a Teacher in this City for about twenty years; from 
the experience and knowledge I have had, I consider that the state of 
Education in this Country is considerably lower than Jt might be. I can 
assign no other cause of this, than the want of Parish Schools in the 
Country parts, and that of a University in the Province. The number 
of Scholars now attending my School is thirty. To be admitted in my 
School they must be first able to read English. The Sciences taught 
are, the English Grammar, the FrenclJ, Latin and Greek Languages, 
Arithmetic and Mathematics :-the rate of Tuition is £12 a year. 
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A bout the fourth or fifth part of the Scholars are Canadian. boys.. A~ 
far as my experience goes, I have remarked the same apu~ude m the 
youth of this country for learning as that of the youth m Europe, 
having been a Teacher during five years in Sco.tland. . . 

Q. What would be the beneficial effects whtch you would anttctpate 
from the establishment of a University in the Province? 

A. It would take a long time to detail all the advantages which ~ight 
be expected from the establishment of a University in the Pr~vm~e ; 
but it may be said generally, that the re would be a more general ddfus10n 
of knowledge, a much greater number of persons fit to instruct others, 
and a greater ambition t~> excel in learning. Such a University should 
necessarily be endowed with Public Funds, in order to support the Pro
fessors and Teachers in all the different Arts and Sciences, as also to pro
cure Apparatus and Libraries, which could not be done by the efforts of 
Individuals. 

Q. Had your School the advantage of any support from Government? 
A. My School never eFJjoyed any advantage of this kind, beyond that 

protection in which all the subjects of Government equally share. On 
the death of the late Mr. Tanswell, in 1819, who enjoyed a Salary for 
teaching classical learning, I applied to His Grace the Duke of Rich
mond, then Governor in Chief, to be allowed that Salary, but was an
swered that it was already disposed of. 

Q. What is the number of young gentlemen who have been educated 
at your School, and what are the branches of science in which they have 
been taught ? 

A. To the first part of this question I amwer, that since my estab
lishment in Quebec, about a hundred or a hundred and twenty young 
gentlemen have left my School to enter upon their respective professions. 
This may therefore be considered as the number of young gentlemen 
educated in my School. There is a much greater number of pupils who 
from change of residence, change of opinion, and various other causes 
have discontinued their attendance, and left their education unfinished • 
. The branches of learning taught at my School are, the Latin, Greek 
and French Languages, Arithmetic and Mathematics. I have been ob
liged to engage in this extraordinary multiplicity of business, on account 
of the want of separate Institutions and separate Professors, where and 
by whom these various departments of education might be individually 
conducted. For the same reason I have been obliged to devote part of 
my time to the instruction of my pupils in various minor branches, such 
as Geography, History, English Grammar, and several other subjects in 
which Instruction cannot be had separately in this Country. The want 
of separate Professors for the different branches of .knowledge, is one of 
the chief causes, in my humble opinion, which contribute to retard the 
pr )gress of education in this Prov:nce. The want of Classes and Insti
tutions for conducting the subsidiary branches of Education is also se· 
verely felt, When a Teacher has his attention divided among such a mul
tiplicity of objects, it is impossible for him to treat of them in that inte-
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resting and zealous manner, which is calculated to kindle and keep alive 
an ardent love of knowledge in the youthful breast. The present desul
tory mode of conducting education in this Country is extremely laborious 
to the Instructor, and far from being attended with proportionate ad
vantages to the Learner. Another evil arising from the want of any 
publicly authorized course of education, is, that the degree of instruction 
deemed necessary for auy of the liberal profesJions depends in every in
stance alrr.ost entirely on the ever varying foundation of private opinion. 
I say nothing here of the great dtsadvantages we suffer from the war:t of 
6uitable apparatus for illu trating natural Phtlosophy, Chemi~try and oth. 
et· Sciences depending upon experiment, and without which they cannot 
be understood 

Q 'Vas there any, and what number of Schools in Quebec at the 
time of your establishing yourself there, wherein Mathematics and the 
Classics were taught, and what Schools of the same description now ex
ist in Quebec ? 

A. Besides the Seminary, which is a permanent establishment, the 
Rev. Mr. Jackson taught a School of this nature at the time of my 
commencement. Mr. Farnham and the Rev. Mr. Spratt subsequently 
opened Schools of this description. At present, the most frequented 
School of this kind, is conducted by the Revd. Mr . Burrage. 

The Revd. Mr. BuRRAGE, Master of the Royal Grammar School es
. tablished in Quebec, at present under the direction of the Royal Insti
tution, answered as follows : 

Q. What is the number of Scholars in your School, as well Catho
lics as Protestants ? 

A. The number of Scholars on the foundation is limited to twenty. 
The number of actual Scholars is about fif y, uf which about eighteen 
are on the foundation. There have been two or three Catholics on the 
foundation. Of those not on the foundation there have been a few. 

Q. Who appoims the Scholars on the foundation ? 
A. They are recommended by the Royal Institution, and the Gover

nor appoints them. 
Q. What is the rate of Tuition in your School: 
A. Twelve pounds a year for Classics and Mathematics, and two 

pounds for 'Vriting and Arithmetic. 
Q. Can you furnish the Committee with a List of your actual Scho

lars ? 
A. Yes, 1 can furnish the Committee with a List of the whole. 
Q. Do the Regulations of the Royal Institution for the gvvern

ment of Schools in respect to religion, apply to your School? 
A. I am a Clergyman of the Church of England, and teach in my 

School the Catechism of that Church to the Children who belong to 
the Church of England-with respect to the Catholic Children) they 
are left to attend the Catechism of their own Church. 
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Quebec, 14th January 1821·. 

SIR, 
In c-ompliance with your request, I send Y.ou a List of the. Scholara 

in the Royal Grammar School at Quebec, w1~h a .few observa:wns that 
have occurred to me on the subject of Educ~tlon m the Provwce. 

Of the causes that have retarded Educatiol'l in the Province, one of 
the principal I con~ider, to be either the inability or the uuwilling~ess ~f 
parents in general~ to bear the expenses necessarily connected wnh H. 

Triflmg as they are in those Parishes, in which free Schools are est~b
lished, m~ny find them too great for their very slender incomes, whilst 
others from thetr love of money and the little idea which they have of 
the value and importance of Education, do not choose to incur them. 
A poor man who re!Hdes at Pomte Levi called on me a few weeks ago, 

ho told me he bad received from the Parish School Master an account 
of 6s. 3d., for one month's Edt~cation of two Children. The rviastcr 
had h1s complement of free Scholars. He said that he could not pay the 
money, and observed, that if his children could not be inst1 ucted grati.r., 
they must go without instruction. This is the case with great num
bers, I have no doubt, in the several Parishes, and how it is to be obvia. 
ted it IS perhaps difficult to tell. It cannot be expect1:d that the Mas
ten of the Schools, with the small Salaries which they receive, should 
educate gratuitously all that may be sent to them, yet it appears that if 
they do not educate a very comiderable proportion in this way, many of 
the child1en mu~t go without education. If the Government cannot af
ford to make the Masters' Salaries greater than they now are, the evil 
must continue until, from the gradual improvement and prosperity of the 
country, parents in gt!ne1al w1ll be better able to do without suc.h assis
tance. 

Another cause of the sl01.v progress of Education~ is, that amongst 
those wh<> are well able to bear the expenses of it, there exists not a pro
per idea of its value and importance. Hence they either do not seud 
th~ir childten to School at all, or if they do, with little regard to regu
Ianty and punctuality in attendance. This I can speak from my own 
ex~erience, is a matter of great moment, and sddom considered in its 
rue light. The want of regular and punctual attendance must ever re

tard the progress of pupils in any School. The :Master at Pointe Levi 
seldom has present more than half of his actual Scholars, nor is he able 
to enforce a more regubr attendance. If the parents choose to be care
less about the education of their chi dren, who is to make them other .. 
111'Ise.? Adv1ce may be given, and no doubt has been given in number

less tnstances, but it must ever remain with them to follow or to neglect 
t~at advice-whilst on this head, I may observe, that if such be the in
difference amongst parents about education, and their carelessness in send. 
ing cl~ildren to School, .it canno~ be sup~osed that they have any very 
great Idea of the necessity of pnvate readtng or study; but the latter is 
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almost as necessary as attending School. T f private application in some 
degree be not added to the public instructions of the Master, the pro
gress of Pupils will in spite of all his efforts be very slow. In England 
the necessity of this is known by all and acted upon; but from the sys
tem of indulgenc: that pervades C\ll classes ~f society in this Country, it 
too often happens that Education is made only a secondary considera
tion; amusements of any kind are allowed to occupy many of tho e 
hours that ought to be devoted to study, and thus the pupils are pre
vented from receiving the full benefit which their Schools are calcula
ted to impart, 

Schools in the country, I should think, have b. .. en all along very im
perfectly supplied with Books, if so, this must have operated very ma
terially in retarding education. Masters who have little ehe than a small 
salary to depend on are unwilling, and parents are either unwilling or un
able, to purchase the books that are necessary for their childrens, pro
gress; hence they depend upon any books which they ma.y by chance 
have or be able at little or no expense to procure. But that Educatioa 
may go on well, and that the Scholars may make the best use of their 
time, it is above all things necessary that the same books should be used 
throughout the School, and that each boy should have his own suppl). 
From a want of proper attention to th:s important point, the Master's 
labour is very often unprofitably increased, and the pupils progress gre t
ly retarded. 

It cannot be denied that before the Royal Institution was established, 
many persons who helll Schools were incompetent to the task (>f In. 
struction. That body is now very particular in enquiring into the qua-
lifications ot Applicants, and appoints none but such a~ bring satisfact<Jry 
testimonials both as to character aRd competency. This mode of pro
ceeding must be attended with the happiest results to the country, and: 
if Education should not make a qUJcker progress under the more fa\•or
able circumstances that now exist, the fault will be entirely chargeable 
upon the people then;sehes. The Royal J nstitution i~, I believe, dispo· 
sed to afford every facility 1 and such regard have they to circumstance 
that invariably where the population is either altogether or principally: 
French, a French Master is appointed to the School. 

\Vhat I have observed, I have m!!ant chiefly to apply to Catholic Pa
rishe~, but there is one tlnng as regards. them not yet noticed, whiclt 
perhaps will outweigh every other consideration, as a cause uf the slow 
progress of education in those parts of the country. I am aware that 
I and your Committee shall essentially differ in opmion on this point, 
but as I consider you will be pleased only as I conscientiously deliver 
my sentiments on the subject submitted to my consideration, I cannot 
overlook what in my estimation has so material an effect in producing 
the thing complained of; I allude to the little encouragement that is 
given to existing School by the Romish Priests in their respective 
Pari~hes; from whatever motiv.e it may proceed, I cannot help consider .. 
ing tnis <;ircumstance as the m~in actual impediment to Education amongst 
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the Catholic population, and whilst men who, from the influence whicll 
they possess over thei1· respective flocks, have so m•J_ch power ~o er:force 
the education of children, shall think proper to Withold their counte
nance and support from the Schools that are established in tbeir Pa
rishes, the progress ot education will unavoid1bly be slow_, and the en
deavors of the Royal Institution to promote it in those Panshes, at least 
will be comparatively ineffectual. Could the Catholic Clergy on the 
contrary, be prevailed upon to give their cordial encouragement and sup
port to the· Schools that exist among them, to take upon themselves the 
task of Visitors as requested by the Royal InstitutiOn, to enquire occa
eionaily into the progress of the Scholars, and to excite those parents 
that are careless to a greater attention to the education of their children; 
I feel convinced that the face of things so far as regards Schools, would 
soon be changed, as force would then be given to the Resolutions of the 
Royal Institution, Education would necessarily advance, and the people 
become gradually more enlightened. I would observe further, as anoth
er very material cause in retarding education in Catholic Parishes, that 
the system hitherto pursued in their Schools is very defective. Some
thing should be admitted besides learning the Catechism and singing a 
few Psalms. You will not, I trust, suppose that I wish to undervalue 
those exercises, but I wish to state that until a more liberal system shall 
be introduced, a system which by making the Scholars' reading more ge
neral, shall more fully expand the powers of the mind, the information 
acquired will be very limited, and the man's sphere of usefulness will be 
very much contracted. A system that would encourage the acquisition 
of general information, would serve the cause of education much more 
than the confined mode now in use in Catholic Schools, as it is only by 
free discussion on matters of general importar:ce that the- mind of man is 
materially enlightened and improved. On these two last heads1 it is pro
bable that you and I differ in opinion ; I can only say that in what I 
have observed, I have given you my conscientious conviction and belief. 

As regards Townships, I consider that education is going on in them as 
fast as the peculiar circumstauces of the people will admit. In those 
places there are causes operating against it, which no legislative interfe
rence could wholly remove; it might help to obviate them a little, but 
in a great measure they must be left to remedy themselves. The pover
ty ,of the people, their distance from each other, the difficulty of com
munication from the bad state of the roads, must operate much against 
a regular attendance of their children at School. New Settle.rs are so 
very poor, that as soon as their children have any strength to be of ser
vice to them, they require their assistance towards their common support. 
In this situation of course they can spare but little for the education of 
their children, although the anxiety which the Eastern Township people 
express for education, and the sacrifices which they make to procure it 
for t~eir children, are among the most marked characteristics of that po
pulatiOn. U nd~r these circumstances, the Legislature perhaps might 
extend them some relief, but of that it must be left to their wisdom alone 
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to decide, whiht these causes continue, and continue I fear they must for 
a great number of years, the progress of edu~ation will necessanly be 
slow in the Townships; as the people shall arise into comparative wealth, 
and by their industry and perseverance shall have in part overcome 
those obstacle~, that now in frightful array oppose themselves to new 
Settlers, education will receive more of their attention, and as is the cus
tom in Country Parishes in England, they will willingly spare something 
from their own gJins for the improvement of their chtldren. Such are 
some of the causes that retard education in new Settlements, very diffe
rent in most respects from those that retard it in Catholic Parishes that 
have been lang established . In those, the difficulties of first settlement 
have been long overcome; the pa1ents for the most part are well able, if 
they were but willing to bear the trifling expenses connected with the 
education of their children ; it must therefore be owing principaily to 
the operation of other cauaes, to those which I have before mentioned, 
that amongst thern education has progressed so slowly. As to the best 
means of promoting it, I know no better methods than those which have 
been adopted by the Royal Institution, if the Catholic Clergy could be 
prevailed upon cordially to co .. operate with that Society. There is age
neral disinclination amongst those Gentlemen, to comply with the wishes 
of that Body. I have nothing to do with the motive from which it pro
ceeds, b~tt that it does exist is most certain, and so long as it shall, edu
cation will mak~ little or no progre<:s in their Parishes. This is the more 
to be lamented, because the Catholic Cler~y living invariably on thei r 
Cures and possessing so much influence amongst their Congregations, 
l1ave it so much in their power to enforce the Hesolutions of the Royal 
Institution. In all concerns of any public moment much must be done 
by iAdividual exertions, and if those indiv.idual exertions are withheld, the 
resolutions of any body of men must fall far short of their just and in
tended effect. If the Parishes were allowed to appoint their own School
masters, it is more than probable that the Schools would not be so well 
supplied as they are at pre&ent. The mode of appointing Visitors in each 
Parish, to superintend the general concerns of the School, is a very ex 
cellent one, and if all the Gentlemen so appointed, could be prevailed up
on to act as they are requested, complaints of the slow progress of edu
cation would gradually diminish, and the whole country, as well as the 
House of Assembly, would have rea~on to be satisfied with the exertions 
and proceedings of the Royal Institution. It has always appeared to 
me, that Schools are too thinly scattered; that they are not sufficiently 
numerous for the Country Parishes; allowi;]g each Parish to b'e three 
leagues in length and several Concessions in depth, what is one Scho<.Jl 
for such an extent of country? Did not the distance prevent many from 
attending Schools, the Master would be unable to do the duty req~irec.l 
of him. It would therefore, I think, be an excellent mode of encoura. 
ging education, to establi~h at proper dtstance.s two Schools in a Parish, 
in which the population and the extent seem to demand them. 1 t like-
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wise appears to me that the Salaries which ar: allowed to Sch~~lmast~rs 

are too small to support them, particularly If they have families, With 

that decency and independence which ought always to belong to the si

tuation. If people see Teachers in indigent circumstances, they are apt 

to undervalue education, seeing that it has not placed them in a situation 

better than their own ; whereas to be so provided for as to be able to 

command respect from the Inhabitants, would be one great means of ex

tending their utility. 
School-houses ought to be provided by the Parishes or by Govern

ment in as central situations as possible.-The Masters with the small 

Salaries whith they receive cannot afford any very material deduction for 

House Rent.-It would I think be of great service to pay particular at

tention to this point.-As the want of proper and necessary Books has 

been found so material a cause in retarding Education, it would be well 

perhaps for the House of Asser-nbly to consider whether they could not 

do something for the Country in this respect.-They might order the 

publication of several thousand Copies of Elementary Books which 

should be selected as proper for Country Schools, and the distribution 

of them where they are most wanted, would serve the cause of Edu

cation very much.-Directions could be given to the different Masters 

to distribute them very cautiously, to see that proper care is taken of 

them, to get, in what instances they can, the publication price of the 

book, an<l once a year to transmit the mo~ey to the Secretary of the 

Royal Institution. I am inclined to lay particular stress on this as a 

matter of great moment, because the last time I examined the Scholars 

of the Pointe Levi School, I saw only one book of Arithmetic and one 

for repetitions and lessons in reading. How ten twelve or more boys 

could advance in their Education with such a lamentable defici~ncy of 

School -books, I cannot c~nceive ; and if this is the case so near Town, 

what must it be in distant Parishes ? If Parents find so much difficul

ty _in paying the money which the Master is allowed to exact, they 

would find still more difficulty in paying the Expenses of books. This 

~hey certainly do, and in this very important point, the Legislature, if 

1~ saw proper, could be of great service to the Country. I would ad

VISe that each Master, certainly for a Parish that is English or principal

ly so, should be obliged before he goes to his destination to attend at 

the NatiOnal School at Quebec so long as is necessary for him to gain a 

correct idea of the system of Education p~rsued there, and that he be 

directed to practise it so far as he is able in his own School. In all Cha

rity Schools in England that system is used, and from its well known 

excellence it is not necessary here to say any thing in its praise. Sunday 

Schools are very excellent and useful and they might be established in all 

P arishes principally for the benefit and instruction of those children 

~·hose parents cannot spare them during the week. Masters of Schools 

m P.arishes in which no Clergyman officiates, are directed by the Royal 

Institution to read every Sunday morning a prescribed portion of the 

Liturgy and a printed s~rmon, a practice from which very considerable 
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benefit may be expected to result. Many other Rules have been drawn 
up at different times, as may be seen by a reference to their printed pa• 
pers, the observance of which cannot but be attended with the happiest 
effects, both as to the Education and the morals of the people-indeed 
I feel myself incapable of proposing any improvement upon the measures 
that have been pursned by the Royal Institution, and in what I have ob
served I must confess I see little that can come under the cognizance of 
the House of Assembly. I have to lament that my constant occupa
tion in the duti~s of my profesl!ion, and the little knowledge which I 
thereby have of the Country and its Establishments, make me but ill 
qualified to solve the questions which you were pleased to propose to me, 
if however any light has been thrown upon the real causes that have re
tarded what is of such essential service to the happiness and prosperity 
of any Country, I shall feel moit happy in the reflection that you con
descended to apply to me for my opinion. 

I have the honor to be 

Sir, 

Your most obedient and humble Servant, 

{Signed) R. R. BURRAGE. 

L. LAGOEUX, Esquire, 

Chairman of the Committee for Education. 



A List of Scholars Hl the Royal Grammar School at Qu~bec. 
January 182-!. 

Mast. Henry Sewe11, 
J ames Sewell, 
Montague Sewell, 
George Dnrnford, 
John Durnford, 
Viney Durnford, 
Richard Hale, 
William Hale, 
George Hale, 
John Atkins, 
George Harvey, 
John Harvey, 

TnosE wuo 

Edwd. Montizambert, 
Chs. Montizambert, 
Geo. Monti7.ambert, 
Geo. Vanfelson, 

PAY· 
Antoine Vanfelson, 
R1chd. East, 
Henry Symes, 
Wm. Darling, 
Richd. Reid, 
Chs. Smith, 
Maurice Chaplin, 
James Franklin, 
John Sat tert h waitc, 
Fredk. Snelling, 
\V'inckworth Tremain, 
Stott Wilson, 
Henry Blackstone, 
Henry Drehaut, 
Geo. M'Donald, 
Geo. Gra5sett. 

ON THE FouNDATION. 
Wm. Marsden, 
John Maxham, 
William Aylwin, 
Chs. Aylwin, 
Edwd. Poston, 
Richd, Henderson, 
Geo. Dickinson, 
Michl. Pearson, 
.Toseph Brent, 
James Dick, 

Ge:orge A llsopp, 
Jams. M'Donald,. 
John Von Exter, 
John Birch, 
George Coulson~ 
Alexander Finch, 
Munro Ross, 

M'Namaral 
Grasett 1 

Vaniere. 

Since the Establishment of the School in 1816, there have been 11 
Catholics in it including four who are at present Pupils. The two !jons 
of Mr. Vanfelson, M'Namara and Vaniere. 

(Signed) R. R. BURRAGE. 

19lh January 1824•. 
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- Mr. JEAN BAPTISTE CoRBIN, appeared before your Committee and 
gave the following information. 

I have during eighteen yean kt>pt a Public School at Quebec-! had 
upon an average annuaily thirty-six Scholars of whom few '\\ere Pro
testants- I have ceased to keep School since 1816, perceiving that from 
want of means the Parents of the children who came to my School 
took them away generally after two years of tuition. I taught them to 
read and write and enough of arithmetic to enable them to transact 
their own business in life ; a small number however learned the principles 
of Enghsh and French Grammar.-I have remarked that the youth of 
this Country have a great aptitude for the sciences generally, but want 
of means rendered these happy capacities of no avail. The present 
state of Education in this Country is very far from what it ought to be, 
and I attribute this defect to the want of public institutions for Educa
tion. The Act of the 41st Geo. Ill. for the establishment of Scho~ls 
of Royal Foundation, owes the smallness of its success solely to the 
want of confidence on the part of the Inhabitants of the Country in 
the Schoolmasters who have been given them, as the Inhabitants have 
neither the nominayion of those masters nor the superintendence over 
their conduct ana modes of instruction. 

I have always understood by tradition that before the conquest of 
this Country there was no other public Institution for the Education of 
youth but that of the Jesuits. In their College at Quebec an element
ary Education was given to the youth, and the sciences in general were 
also taught there. This lasted until the suppression of the order. Du
ring its existence there was received at the Seminary of Quebec only 
that portion of the youth which was destined for the Ecclesiastical 
state and those even completed their course of studies at the Jesuits 
College ; it is only since the suppression of the order that youth in ge
neral are admitted to the Seminary of Quebec, although the Seminary 
according to its institution was originally destined to teach Theology 
alone. 

APPENDIX [B.] 

EXTRACT of the Book B. intituled, "Proceedings of the Com
misiioners on the Jefuits' Eftates." 

QUEBEC, 19th November 1787. 

At a meeting of the following Perfons nominated as Commis .. 
sioners for inveftigating the value &c. of the Jefuits' Eftates in the 
Province of Quebec, held in confequence of an Order of Minute 
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c.fCouncil of 1st. November lnfiant directed to Mr. Chandler, to 
ascertain the charge and Expenfe that may attend the faid Inves-

tigation. 
PRESENT. 

Kenelm Chandler, 
Thomas Scott, 
John Coffin, Senr. 
George Lawe.* 

We the above mentioned Perfons nominated Commiffioners 
for the Jefuits' Eftates in this Province, having ta~en into confide
ration the Minute of Council of 1st. November, requiring of Mr. 
Chandler an Eftimate of the charge and Expeme attending the 
faid bu.finess. We defire to reprefent to Mr. Chandler for the in
formation of His Excellency the Governor and Council. That 
fo far as we can judge the Inveftigation of the said E£tates 
of the Jefuits will be attended with very confiderable Ex .. 
penfe, the amount of which at prefent we are unable to afcertain 
and can only enumerate upon what heads it will arife. 

viz: 
Surveying the Lands &c. 
A Clerk. 
Travelling Expenfes. 
Expenfes attending colleCl:ing Papers anci examining Pub!ic 

Records 
Law opinions-Postage and Publications. 
An Office for meeting to tranfact the Bufiness, and its Contin-

gencies. 
And the faid nominated Commiffioners reprefented, that for 

themfelves they expect to receive the fame allowance as is ufual .. 
ly made to Commiffioners appointed for dividing Crown Lands 
in England. 

(Signed) K. Chandler, 
Thos. Scott, 

Jno. Coffin, 
Geo. Lawe. 

MONTREAL, 26th November 1787. 

At a meeting of the following Perfons nominated as Commi':
sioners for inveftigating the extent, value &c. of the Jesuits' Es-

* Mr. Taschereau accepts, but is absent on his private affairs. 
:jp Mr. Descheneaux has declined on account of his ill ftate of 

~~~ . 
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tates in the Province of Quebec, held in confequence of an Order 
of Council of the firft of November Infiant directed to Mr. Chan
dler, to ascertain the Charge and Expenfe that may attend the faid 
lnvcfrigation. 

PRESENT. 

J ames Me Gill, 
J. B. M . H. de Rouville, Junr. 
Quinfon De St. Ours. 

We the above mentioned Perfons nominated Commiffioners for 
the J efuits' Eftates in this Province having taken into confide ra
tion the Minute of Council of firft of November, requiring of 
Mr. Chandler an Efrimate of the Charge and Expenfe atte-nding 
the faid Bufiness. We defire to reprefent to Mr. Chandler for the 
information of His Excellency the Governor and Council, that fo 
far as we can judge the invefiigation of the faid Eftates of the Je
fuits will be attended with very confiderable Expenfe, the amount 
of which at prefent we are unable to a~certain, and can only 
enumerate upon what heads it will prob"bly arife.-viz: 

Surveying the Lands &c. 
A Clerk. 
Travelling Expenfes. 
Expenfes attending collecting of Papers and examining Public 

Records. 
Law Opinions. 
Pofrage and Publications. 
An Office for meeting and tranfacring th~ Buuness, and its 

Contingencies. 
And the faid nominated Commi.ffioners reprefent that for them .. 

felves they expect to receive the same allowance as it ufually 
made to Commitlioners appointed for dividing Crown Lands ia 
England. 

(True Copy.) 

(Signed) James McGill, 
J. B. M. Hcrte-1 de Rouville, 
Quinfon de St. Ours, 

WEDNESDAY, QuEBEC 23d. Jany. 1788. 

At a meeting of the Commiffioners held at Mr. Chandler's for 
investigating the extent, value &c. of the J efuits' Eftates, Order-
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ed and appointed by Commiillon from His Excellency Lord Dor .. 
chefter, bearing date the 29th December 1787. 

PRESENT. 

Kenelm Chandler-Prefident. 
Thomas Scott, 
John Coffin, 
Gabriel Elzeard Taschereau, 
Jean Antoine Panet, 
George Lawe, aml 
lames McGill, Efquires. 

The Commiffion being read and it being mdved by Mr. Panet, 
that a Secretary be appointed: It is unanimouOy agreed that Henry 

· Anthony Genet, be, and is hereby appointed, Secretary to the 
Commiffion with the allowance of five fhillings fierling per dion 
commencing from this day. 

Mr. Panet moved, that a feparate Book be kept for entering 
the Proceedings of the Commiffioners. 
· It is the opinion of the Majority of the Members, that the 
Book marked B. · intituled, " Proceedings of the Commifiionets 
on the Jefuit~' Eftates," already opened is fufficient for as much 
as they are confidered making part of the whole. 

Ordered, That the Commifiion be entered. 

CoPY OF THE sAID CoMMissiON. 

George The Third &c. 
Indorfeme.nt. 
Patent or Commiffion of inveftigation refpeeting the 1 efuits' 

Efiates purfuant to the King's Order in Council of the eighteenth 
of Auguft 1786 on Lord Amherft's Petition. 

Fiat 
Recorded in the Office of Enrollments at Quebec, the 7th dav 

of January l 788, in the Third Regitter of Letters Patent and 
Commifiiuns-Folio 186. · 

(Signed) GEO. POWN ALL, 
Secretary. 

The_ Commiffioners reyrefented the neceffity of .being .provi
ded wnh an office, Mr. Chandler offereJ them a room in his 
houfe which was unanimouily accepted. 

Refolved, That a certified copy of the commiilion be fent to 
the Commiffioners at Montreal, viz: Quinfon de St. Ours, and 
J eah Hertel de Rouville, Efquires, defiring them to attend at the 
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Commiffioners' office at Quebec as foon as it may be convenient, 
a copy whereof was given to Mr. McGill to forward. 

Meffieurs Panet and Tafchereau, moved to have certified co
pies of the Commiffion which was agreed to. 

Refol ved, That a letter be wrote to the fuperior of the J efuits 
in the following tenor. 

QUEBEC, t.23d January 'l788. 
Reverend Fathers, 

His Majefiy having been pleafed by Letters Patent under the 
Great Seal of the Province, bearing date the twenty ninth of 
December lafi, to appoint us Commifiloners for the purpofe of 
reporting upon the Lands and Eftates, held, poffeffed and claim~ 
ed by the order of J efuits in this Province, conformable to the 
faid Letters Patent, which Meffrs. Scott, 'fafchereau, Panet and 
McGill will exhibit to you, we requefl: you will be pleafed to 
communicate to the Commilftoners the Titles of the faid Lands 
and E!l:ates, to allow copies of them to be taken and give them 
any further information in your power, in order to our making a 
true and faithful report. 

We are most refpectfully 

Reverend Fathers 

Your most humble and most 

Obedient Servants 

(Signed}) K. Chandler, 
T. Scort, 

To the Reverend Fathers, De Glapion, } 
Superior, and other Jefuits in the Pro
vince of Quebec. 

John Coffin, 
G. Tafchereau, 
J. A. Panet, 
George Lawe, 
Jarnes McGill. 

Adjourned to Saturday the 26th lmuary at 10 o'Clock A. M. 

(Signed) !{. Chandler, J. A. Panet, 
Thos. Scott, Geo. Lawe, 
John Coffin, James McGill, 
G. Tafchereau, I 
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SATURDAY, QuEBEC 26th JANUARY 1788. 

At a meeting of the Commiffioners held at Mr. Chandler's a
greeable to adjournment. 

PRESENT, 

Kenelm Chandler, Esqr. President. 
Thomas Scott, · 
John Coffin, 

Gabriel E. Taschereau, 
J e•m A. Pan et, and 
George Lawe, Esquires. 

It being proposed by Mr. Ta~chereau, that the Secretary 
should be sworn to a faithfu l discharge of his duty-unanimously 
agreed-and was sworn in accordingly before Thomas Scott, John 
Coffin, Gabriel E. Taschereau and George Lawe, Esquires, 
Commiffioners of the Peace, and took the following oath :-

I, Henry Anthony Genet do swear that I will faithfully dis
charge my duty as Secretary to the Commiffion for inveftigating 
the Lands and Eftates held and possessed by the Jesuits in the 
Province of Quebec, and that I will not give or suffer to be taken 
by others any copy or copies of the proceedings of the said com
miflioners without consent of the Board. 

(Signed) H. A. Genet, Secy. 

Sworn before us this 26th day of January 1788. 

Signed Thos. Scott, 
Jno, ·coffin, 

G. Taschert::au, 
Geo. Law e. C. P. 

Messieurs Scolt, Taschereau and Panet, reported to the 
Board of Commissioners, that oh the 23rd Inftant, they with 
Mr .. M'Gill delivered the foregoing letter translated into French 
at the Jesuits' Col\e ~e, and th.1t the said Comrniffioners on the 
24th waited on the Reverend Fathers the Jesuits at their Col
lege, that having exhibited the Commission to father De Glapion 
Superior, and father Casot, Procureur, received for answer thereto, 
that they will give their plans and Titles upon receipt being given 
by a Notary Public, chofen by the Commiffioners for the return 
thereof, and wilt furni!h every other information in their power 
relative to the Commiffion. 

Mr. Panet moved that a Notary and Surveyor be chofen and 
employed to receive from the J efuits, on their receipts, the Titles 
and Plans which they have promifed to Communicate and to take 
authentic Copies thereof, which Notary and Surveyor will be ne
ceffary for other operations relative to the Commiffion, and that 
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agreement be made with them for their fees, previous to their 
being employed. 

U nanimoufly agreed, and, that John Collins Efquire, Deputy 
Surveyor General and Charles V oyer Efquire, Notary, be fent for 
and confulted with, in order to carry the fame into execution. 

l\1r. Collim attended the Board and reprefented that he could 
give no answer to what was propofed to him relative to furveyiog 
the Lands and Eftates 'till he had fpoken to His Excellency Lord 
Dorchefter. 

Adjourned to Wednesday 30th Jany. 1788-10 o'Clock, A. M. 

(Signed) K. Chandler 
Thos. Scott, 
J no. Coffin, 

G. Taschereau, 
J. A. Panet, 
Geo. Lawe, 

WEDNESDAY, QuEBEc, 30th January 1788. 

At a Meeting of the Commiffioners held at Mr. Chandfer's 
agreeable to adjournment. 

PRESENT: 

Kenelm Chandler, Efquire-Prefident. 
Thomas Scott, 
John Coffin, 
Gabriel E. Tafchereau, 
Jean Ant. Panet, and 
George Lawe, Efquires. 

Mr. Charles V oyer, Notary Public, attended the Board, it was 
propofed to employ him in his profeffion in the bufinefs of the 
Commiffion upon the following terms, he .confenting thereto. 

First.-To attend as often as ihall be required on the J cfuits 
at their College, to ask and receive from them the original Titles, 
taking a lift thereof, to give receipts obliging himfelf to return 
them at a fixed period therein prefcribed, to make authentic co
pies of thofe Titles, certified in his Notarial capacity; to return 
them and receive others, and fo on, till the whole {hall be com
pleted ; to produce the originals with the copies to be verified by 
the Commiffioners before they are returned to the J efuits. 

Queftion-At what rate fhall the Notary be paid for rhofe CO• 

pies which are to be correCt and wrote ? 
Four-pence currency for every hundred words, without exaCting 

any other Fee or payment for any atteadance or trouble, refu i
ting therefrom. 
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Second-To make a Rent Roll of the Efiates of the faid Je ... 
fuits, whether by Seigniory, Villeinage, Town or Country. !he 
working hours during the winter 1hall commence from e1ght 
o'clock in the morning till five in the evening, allowing two hours 
for uinner ; and during the Summer from feven in the morning 
till feven in the evening except two hours allowed for dinner.
The faid Notary £hall work under the direction of one or more 
of the Commiffioners, exclufive of the hours prefcribed when the 
nature of the cafe may require any extraordinary work or dif
patch he 1hall be obliged to perform the fame. 

Queftion-At what rate £hall the Notary be paid per diem 
without exaCl:ing any other pay except for his diet, lodging and 
calesh hire, the Books for the Rent Rolls to be found him ? 

Ten £billings currency per diem. 

(Signed) CHS. VOYER, 
Nre. Public. 

Refolved, That Mr. Tafchereau attended by Mr. V oyer, do 
apply at the Jefuits College to-morrow morning to receive fuch 
Titles as may be obtained, in order to begin the profecution of 
the inveftigation. 

Adjourned to Saturday the 2d Feby 1788 at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

(Signed) K. Chandler, 
Thos. Scott, 
Jno. Coffin, 

G. Tafchereaa, 
J. A. Panet, 
Geo. Lawe, 

SATURDAY, QuEBEc, 2d Feby. 1788. 

At a meeting of the Commiffioners held at Mr. Chandler's 
agreeable to adjournment. 

Prefent, 

Kenelm Chandler, Efquire-Prefident. 
Thomas Scott, 
John Coffin, 
Gabriel E. Tafchereau, 
Jean A. Pan et, and 
George Lawe, Efquires. 

Mr. Tafchereau laid before the Board certain papers with a 
Book delivered ro him by the Reverend Fathers the Jefuits con
taining originals and copies of part of their Titles. 
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Resolved, That the Notary be directed to take copies of the 
original papers, and that the applications be made by Mr. Tafche·
reau to the public records, for all fuch original grants, deeds, and 
other papers relative to the efi:ates held and claimed by the Je. 
suits in this Province. 

Rfsolved, That a letter be wrote to Mr. McCarthy, Surveyor 
at St. Thomas, requefting him to attend the Board as soon as 
convenient. 

Adjourned to Wednefday 6th Feby. 1788. A. M. 
(Sjgued) K. Chandler, G. Tafchereau, 

Thos. Scott, J. A. Panet, 
J no. Coffin, Geo. La we, 

SATURDAY, QuEBEc, 9th Feby. 1788 .. 
At a Meeting of the Commiffioners held at Mr. Chandler's. 

PRESENT. 
Kenelm Chandler, Eiquire, Prefident, 
Thomas Scott, John Coffin, 
Gabriel E. Tafchereau, Jean A. Pan et, 
George Lawe, James McGiU, 
Quinfon De St. Ours and ]t!an H. De Rouville, Efqrs. 

The Board taking into consideration the necefsity of one, two, 
or more Commiffioners being constantly employed in examining 
the Titlrs which the 1 efuits may think proper to communicate, 
and alfo to procure from the Public Records fuch Titles as they 
may not produce-And further to put thofe Titles in proper or
der, as alfo to prepare infiructive r~ports from thence in order to 
be from time to time laid before this Board-upon motion ;-

It is refolved that two Commiffioners be named for the above 
purpofes, and in confequence Gabriel Elzeard Tafchereau and 
Thomas Scott, Efquires, are here by nominated to carry the 
foregoing opinion into execution. 

Resoh:ed, alfo, that if the faid Gabriel Elzeard Tafchereau and 
Thomas Scott, Esquires, fhould meet with any obstacles or in
ordinary difficulties in the courfe of rheir examination, they re
port the fame to the President, that he may in consequence call 
a ful~ Board-and that a copy of this minute be give·n them ac-
cordmgly. (Signed) 

K. Chandler, Geo. Lawe, 
Thos. Scott, J ames McGill, 
1 no Coffin, Quinfon De St. Ours, 
G. Tafchereau, J. B. Hertel de Rouville, 
}. A. Panet, 



THURSDAY, QuEBEC, 14.·th Feby. 1788. 

At a Meeting of the Com~issioners held at Mr. Chandler's. 

PRESENT, 

Kenelm Chandler, Efqr. 
Thomas Scott, 
Gabriel E. 'Tafch(:reau, 
George Law, 
James McGill, 
Jean Hertel de Rouville, 

Prefident, 
John Coffin, 
Jean A. Paner, 
James McGill, 
Quinfon de St. Ours and 
Efquin's, 

Mr. McCarthy attended the Board in conformity to the minute 
of the 2d instant, when it was propofed to him that fo long as he 
shall be employed in copying Plans and furveying in Town he 
fha:ll be paid at the rate of thirteen shillings currency per diem, 
including his maintenance, and when er..1ployed on Seigniories in 
the Country to be paid at the rate of ten shillings per diem be, 
sides diet, lodging and Calesh hire. Stationary to be provided for 
him. 

It is agreed that Mr. McCarthy's time shall commence from 
the lOth instant inclusive the day v.:hich he left his own houfe to 
attend this Board . 

.Agreed to the foregoing propofals, 

(Signed} J. McCARTHY. 

Captain de Rouville and Monsieur de St. Ours, two of the 
Commiffioners from Montreal, being desirous of returning and 
feeing that the general arrangements for collecting and arranging 
titles and other papers, as alfo plans of the different pofseffions 
of the J efuits within the Difirict of Qut!bec being made- Mr. 
McGill moves that Mefsrs. De Rouville and De St. Ours b~ in
structed and empowered in the fame manner as Meffieurs Scott 
:and Tafchereau by minute of the 9th infiant to proceed in the 
the Difi:rict of Montreal-for whtch purpofe, that the Secretary 
be ordered to furnifh them with a Copy of faid minute, alfo of 
imnute of this day touching a Surveyor with copy of this motion 
and refol ve that may be made thereon. 

The above motion paffed in the affirmative. 
The Board taking into confideration that two of the Members 

2re_ on the eve of their departure for Montreal ; that it is proper 
whilst all the Members are prefent to confider of the best means 
of n:easuring, and :nakin!? up a Rent Roll of, the Efiates and pos
fefslOns of the JefUlts, whtch bufinefs will probably commence ear-
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Iy in the next month-It is the unanimous opinion of this Board 
that Mefsrs. Tafchereau, Scott and Lawe will be the proper per
fans to carry on that operation in the Dit1:r!Cl: of Quebec, and 
MeiTrs. McGill, De Rouville and De St. Ours in the Difi:riCl: of 
Montreal. 

But as it may happen that one of the l\1embers £hall be abfent 
at times; It is further agreed that any two of the then named for 
the separate DifrriCl:s may proceed as if the three were pref~nt in 
their refpeCl:ive DifrriCl:s. 

Mr. De St. Our:s moved that a letter fimilar to that fent to the 
Jefuits at Quebec on the 23d of January be wrote to Pere Welle 
at Montreal, to furnifh the Titles and Plans belonging to the Je
fuit's Eltates in that Difi:rifr, and that the Letter be iigncd by the 
Prefident and Members of the Board. 

Agreed, and the letter wrote accordingly. 

(Signed) K. Chandler, Geo. Lawe, 
Thos. Scott, Quinson De St. Ours, 
Jno. Coffin, lames McGill, 
G. E . Tafchereau, J. B. Hertel De Rouville, 
J. A. Panet, 

MONDAY, QuEBEc, 17th March 1788. 

At a meeting of the Commissioners held at Mr. Chandler's. 

PRESENT, 

K.enelm Chandler, Efquire, Prefident~ 
John Coffin, 1. A. Panet, 
George Lawe and G. E. Tafchereau, Efquires. 

Mr. Scott's indifpofition preventing his attendance at the Board, 
Mr Tafchereau laid before them, the report on the objects of en
quiry committed to them, confifiing of the feveral copies of the 
Plans, Titles, Deeds, &c . therein mentioned, in confequence of 
a Refolution bearing date the 9th February last. 

The above report being delivered in French, ordered that the 
fame be tranflated by a Sworn Interpreter to be employed by the 
Prefident. 

Motion by Mr. Tafchereau, 
As it is the duty of the Commifsion to afcertain the value of 

the Eftates lately belonging to the Jefuits, and that the Commii
fioners fhould take every means according to Law for this por
pofe, it will be proper that application lhould be made to Lord 
Dorchefter to isfue a Procbmation enjoining the tenants and farm-



ers of the Fiefs and Seignioriec; in the foregoing Report, to exhi
bit their Titles and Papers before a Notary in presence of two of 
the Commissioners who mav require them. The obligation of 
their rights, duties, charges: Seigniorial rents, for which they 
are accountable by the Tenure of their Lands towards the 1.\tlanor 
of each of the above Seigniories, and ordering further to all Pro
prietors of Lands anJ real Eftates owing ground rents, or rents 
due by Mortgage, to declare the fame to the above Commifsioners 
when required. 

Refolved, upon motion, that Me!frs. Chandler, Coffin and Pa
net do wait on His Lordiliip with a letter from the Board, request
ing he will be pleafed to iffue a Procbmation to the above effect. 

Adjourned 'till to-morrow at 4 o'Clock, P. l\1. to sign the 
letter to Lord Dorche!ler. 

(Signed) K. Chandler, 
J no. Coffin, 
J. A. Panet, 

Geo. Lawe, 
G. Ta{chereau, 

TUESDAY, QuEBEc, 18th March 1788. 

At a Meeting of the Commiilioners held at Mr. Chandler's a
greeable to adjournment. 

PRESENT, 

Kenelm Chandler, Efquire-Prefident. 
John Coffin, 
J. A. Panet, 
Gabriel E. Tafchereau, and 
George Lawe, Efquires, 

Mr. Panet laid on the table the sketch of a Proclamation and 
propofed to write the before mentioned letter, which he conceives 
to be a Provifional Report to his Lordiliip. 

Refolved, That the fame be poftponed on account of His 
Lordfhip's indifpofition. 

(Signed) K. Chandler, 
J no. Coffin, 
J. A. Panet, 

Geo. Lawe, 
G. Tafchereau, 

----
l\10NDA Y, QuEBEc, 31st March 1788. 

At a meeting of the Commiffioncrs held at Mr. Chandler's 
Prefent, 

Kenelm Chandler, Efquire-Prcfident. 
Thomas Scott, 
John Coffin, and 
George Lawe, Efquires, 
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Mr. Chandler laid before the Board the following letter front 
the Commiffioners at Montreal for their confideration, and re
quefted their opinion thereon. 

1\IoNTREAL, 26th March 1788. 
SIR,-Finding the Reverend Father Welle, Jesuit, unwilling v 

gi.ve us the information which we. confider requifite in order tJ 

the fulfilling the objeCts of the Commiffion, in which with you 
and others we are appointed to act, relative to the Property of the 
J efuits in this DiftriCl:, in compliance with the refolution of the 
Commiffioners of 9th February laft: we conceive it proper to ac
quaint you thereof, and further to fuggeft to you the meafures 
which to us appear neceffary to be adopted. For this purpofe it 
is proper we {hould mention that the Reverend Father h lS 

thought proper to refuse every paper relative to the Jefuits' Es
tates in this DifiriCl:, except an authenticated copy of the original 
grant of the Seigniory of La Prairie, and a certificate from Mr. 
Braffier-that the order appears by this to have purchafed fir11 two 
and a half arpents fquare within the town in 1692, and after
wards one arpenr fquare, of the laft of which they were put in 
poffeffion in 1708-neither of thefe papers throwing a fufficient 
light on the fubject intrufted to us, we conceive it might be pro
per to fend a Notary to require of the Reverend Father commu
nication of the Plan of the Seigniory as well as the Rent Roll, and 
alfo of the two contraCts paffed eo them on acquiring the pro
perty within the To·vn before mentioned, and in default of com
pliance to protefi:-You will on this head be good enough to fur
ni!h us with the opinion of the Board, and as we do not expeCt in 
any event that the father will comply, we muft request that you 
procure and fend us copy of the plan of the Seigniory of La 
Prairie, together with a litl: of the Inhabitants upon it, which the 
Father tells uc; was given to Government when fealty and Ho
mage was rendered, by order of General Haldimand-When we 
!hall be provided with thefe two papers it will then be in our pow
er to proceed to the forming a Rent Roll of the Seigniory, nor 
can we previously proceed to that operation-With regard to the 
two purchafes made in the Town, we expeCt to meet with the 
Original Deeds at the Grrffe of the Diftrifr, amongfi: the notari
al papers, which from time to time have been depofited there on 
the demife of Notaries, but !hould we not be fuccessful in our 
refearches, and th:1t application rnuft be made to holders of part of 
this Land as well as to the Censitaries of the Seigniory, on points 
which they may not think proper to anfwer, we fubmit to you the 

K 
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propriety of advifing with Counfel whether any fteps can be a· 

dopted to enforce compliance. 

We have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your mofr obedient and humble fervants, 

J AMES M'GILL, 
J. B. HERTEL DE ROUVILLE, 
QUINSON DE ST. OURS. 

U nanimous1y agreed, that Meffrs. Chandler and Coffin do wait 

on the Chief Jufrice with the faid letter, requefting his advice on 

the fubjelt, and he having been pleafed to comply therewith:-

Refolved, That the following lette~ be wrote to the Commiffi

oners at Montreal in anfwer to theirs of the 26th. 

QUEBEC, 31st March 1788. 

GENTLEMEN, 

In consequence of your favor of the 26th addressed to Mr. Chandler, 

representing the obstructions you had met with in the prosecution of the 

Commission relative to the Jesuits' Estates in your District, we beg 

leave to acquaint you that Messrs. Chandler and Coffin waited on the 

Chief Justice, who has pleased to furnish them with his opinion, that a 

letter couched in the most polite terms, should be wrote by you to the 

Reverend Father Welle, expressing the communication you require, 

and sent by a Notary, allowing a proper time for his answer, which 

when obtain€d and forwarded to us, should any difficulty then appear, 

it will be represented to Lord Dorchester who will most probably take 

the necessary steps to remove it, or any other that may hereafter arise. 

We have the honor to be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and humbler Servants, 

(Signee) K.. Chandler, 
Thos. Scott, 
J no. Coffin, 
J. A. Panet, 

Geo. Lawe. 

K. Chandler, 
Thos. Scott, 
John Coffin, 
-Geo. Lawe. 
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WEDNESDAY, QuEBEC, 2nd April 1788. 

t a. Meetiug of the Commissioners held at Mr. Chandler's. 

PRESENT, 

K.enelm Chandler, Esquire, President. 
Thomas Scott, 
John Coffin, 
J. A. Panet, and 
George Lawe, Esquires. 

Mr. Chandler moved, that the objE'cts of enquiry stated in the Com
mission be carried on without delay. The Board are of opinion that 
the business cannot be proceeded on any further till the Commissioners 
at Montreal have answered their Lett-er of the 31st March. 

Mr. Panet moved that the provisional report proposed by him in the 
minute of the I 8th uhimo be wrote to Lord Dorchester, it being ne
cessary to proceed immediately to the Rent Rolls :··~unanimously agreed 
to postpone the above till an answer is received from Montreal to the 
Board's letter of the 31st March. 

(Signed) K. Chand1er, 
Thos. Scott, 
Jno . Coffin, 

J. A. Panet, 
Geo. Lawe. 

WEDNESDAY, QuEBEc, 16th April, 1788. 

At a Meeting of the Commissioners held at Mr. Chandler's. 

PRESii:NT. 

Kenelm Chandle1·, Esquire, President. 
Thos. Scott, 

G. E. Taschereau, 
J A. Panet, 

John Coffin, Esquires. Geo. Lawe, Esqrr. 

Mr. Chandler laid before the Board the English Translation of the 
Report given in by Messrs. Scott acd Taschereau on the 17th ultimo. 
Read with some remarks thereon, for fu:ther explanation. 

The Protest received from the Commissioners at Montreal ordered 
to lie c.n the Table for consideration. 

Adjourned till to-morrow at 10 o'Cloc.k, A. M. 

(Signed) K. Chandkr, 
Thos. Scott, 
John Coffin, 

G. Taschereau, 
J. A. Panet1 

Geo. Lawe. 
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THURSDAY, QuEBEC, 17th Ap-ril, 1788. 

At a Meeting of the Corrmissioners held at Mr. Chandler's agreable 

to adjournment. 
PRESENT. 

Kenelm Chandler, Esquire, President. G. E. Taschereau, 

Thomas Scott, Jean A. Panet and 

John Coffin, Esqrs. Gcorge Lawe, Esqrs. 

The Protest from the Commissioners at Montreal being read and 

ordered to be entered, and also the Chief Justice's note, Mr. Panet re· 

newed his motion of the 2nd April and offered the following motives 

for requesting a Proclamation. 
MoTIVES. 

The Commissioners for investigating the Estates possessed by the 

Monks called Jesuits. ground the necessity of a Proclamation in the 

King's name to call the subjects to a Rent Roll. 
1st. On their Commission which enjoins them to proceed without 

delay in due form of Law. 
2nd. On the Laws and Customs of Fiefs and immoveable properties 

in the Province of Quebec, established and supported by the Statutes of 

14th Geo. Ill, chapter 83d and 88th, which grant those fiefs and 

properties only according to those Laws as they were in use before the 

Conquest. · 

Srd. According to those Laws and Customs, the King only has 

right to cause Letters Patent for Rent Rolls to be issued and publish

ed, Vide Ferriere's Dictionary or Introduction-Verba Papier Terrier. 

4th. \Vithout a Proclamation equivalent to these Letters Patent the 

tenants will neither be held prepared nor exact in coming to declare and 

exhibit all their Titles, the result of which will be a great number of 

refuRals, difficulties and delays. 
5th. Since the Conquest, particularly in 1777, 1778 and 1 i79, &c. 

the Governors of this Country have published several Proclamations re

lative to Domainial Rent Rolls. 
Finally, the Commissioners can explain any doubts, if any there be, 

relating to the ner::essity and the model of the proposed Proclamation. 

CERTAIN CoPIES from the Book B. entitled "Proceedings of the Com
missioners on the Jesuits Estates. 

QuEBEc, 18th April 1789. 

At a Meeting of the Commissioners held this day at Mr. Tasche·· 

reau's request. 
PRESENT :-Kene1m Chandler, Egquire, President, 

Thomas Scott, John Coffin, 
Gabriel E. Taschereau, Jean A. Panet, 

George l awe, Esquires. 
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M essrs. Tascbereau and Scott report that they with Mr. De St. Ours, 
on mature consideration, delay the making up the Accounts as proposed 
at the M eeting of the Boat don the 25th March, to a future period. 

Mr. Taschereau desires to be informed by Mr. Chandler, whether 
there has been any Meeting of the Commissioners since the 25th March 
last? And if so, whether there were any resolutions passed authorizing 
the Commis:;ioners to proceed in virtue of the Commission. 

i:n answer to 1-.1r. Taschereau's Mution, Mr. Chandler observes, that 
at the last Meeting of the Commissioners on the 25th March last, and 
also of several other Meetings he pressed much that some vigorous mea
sures should be taken, to put the business of the Commission in motion, 
which had so long languished, by an idea, kept up by Mr. Taschereau 
and Panet ocly, that nothing could be done by the Commissioners with
out a Proclamation, which he denied, as the Commission gave full autho
rity to fulfil every thing required to be done, to enable the Commission
ers t0 make a report to my L ord Dorchester, which he had reason to 
expect would soon be called for. He then proposed, that as Pere Ca 
zot had refused to give the Land Book, as it was reported by Messrs. 
Taschereau and Scott, which was much wanting, that some of the Com
missioners should be sent to Three-Rivers, &c. to do the business, which 
then retarded and stopped him from getting forward with the Report 
which he had begun to make out, as Messrs. Taschereau and Panet de. 
dared they would go no further into the business of the Commission 
without the Proclamation, but observed that he might endeavour to get 
what information he could, as he knew his duty as weU as either of these 
Gen lemen, also that it was the duty of each Commissioner to gain every 
information in his power either separately or collectively. He then de
termined to try if any of the Commissioners would join him in his en
deavours to gain the necessary information required . He therefore the 
next morning waited on Mr. Lawe, and then on Mr. Coffin, who cheer
fully engaged to assi st him in the plan he proposed, and offered to do all 
in their power to fulfil the intention of the Commission without any fur
ther delay. They therefore the next day joined by Mr. Scott proceed
ed on the business in town, then went to Sylleri, Belair, and Three-Ri
vers, where they gained the information requested without any difficulty 
and with the greatest cheerfulness from the people, and he has the plea
sure to say, that he expects to lay his Report before the Commissioners 
in a short time. 

Mr. Taschereau requests a tran slation of the above, and Mr Panet 
to have Commtlnication thereof, to give their answer in writing. 

Mr. Panet desires to be informed, if the three Gentlen,en went sepa
rately or collectively in Town, to Sylleri, Belair and Three-Rivers, to 
g ain the information obtaiued at each place. · 

To which Mr. Chandler ans\vers, that four of them went in the Town, 
t hree to Sylleri and Beh:ir, and one to Thtee-River:;. 

A djourned. 
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QuEBEC, 23rd April 1789'. 

At a Meeting of the Commissionena held this day:
Kenelm Chandler, Esquire, President, 
Thomac; Scott, John Coffin, 
Gabriel E. Taschereacr, Jean A. Panet, and 

George Lawe,. Esq,uires. 
Messrs. Scott and Taschereau presented an addition to their Report, 

No. 3. Read and Ordered to be Translated into English. 
Messrs. Taschereau and Panet's reply to Mr. Chandler's answer to 

Mr. Taschereau"s Motion of the 18th April, read iD the French lan
guage and ordered to Be translated. 

Whereas by the Commission granted by His Exceltency Lord Dor· 
chester to us, dated the 29th December 1787, to enquire into the Ea
ta.tes heretofore held and claimed by a certain Religious Community, 
known by the name of the Order of Jesuits, it is amongst other things 
directed, that we do enquire whether any and what claims are made by 
the heirs of the Donors. of such parts of the Lands, as were given to 
the said Religious Order by p.rivate persons. Mr. Chandler therefore 
moves) that the said Commission or such part thereof a~ shall be thought 
necessary be immediately published, in compliance with the aforesaid di
r€e.tion, and that all persons having or pretending any claim, do within a 
reasonable limited time inform the Commissioners thereof, and give in t~ 
them the Titles. o.n which they found such claim or pretension. 

QuEBEc, 25th April 1789-. 

At a Meeting of the Commissioners held this day. 

PRESENT, 

Kenelm Chandler,_ Esquire, President, 
"fhomas Scott, John Coffin, 
Gabriel E. Taschereau, Jean A. Panet, 

George Lawe, Esquires. 
The Translation ordered at the last Meeting being read, Mr. Chand

ler produced his observations to the replies of Messrs. Taschereau and 
.Panet. Ordered to be translated. 

Mr. Chandler laid before the Board a letter from Mr. Secretary 
Motz, of the 24th instant,. communicating Lord Dorchester's Orders 
on the Report of th.e Committee of Council of the 22nd instant that 
the Commissioners report to him thereon without delay. ' 

The same letter and Report being read :-
Resolve_d, That a. project of a General Report be drawn up by the 

Members m conformity to the Order above read, to be submitted to the 
whole Committee present, on Tuesday r.e~t at 5 o'dock P. M. 

Agreed to. 
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QuEBEc, 2nd May 1789 .. 

At a Meeting of the Commissioners held this day. 
PRESENT, 

Kenelm Chandler, Esquire, Presidenty 
Thomas Scott, John Coffin, 
Gabriel E. Taschereau, Jean A. Panet, and 

George Lawe, Esquires. 
Mr. Panet produced to the Board a project of a second temporary 

i{eport and Advertisement in the French language, in conformity to the 
Resolution of the 25th ultimo. 

Ordered, To be translated into English. 

QuEBEc, 7th May 1789. 

:At a Meeting of the Commissioners held this day. 
PRESENT, 

Kenelm Chandler, Esquire, President, 
Thomas Scott, John Coffin, 
Gabriel E. Tashereau, Jean A. Panet, and 

George Lawe, Esquires. 
Mr. Chandler presented a project of a Report upon the enquiry of 

the Jesuits1 Estates, in conformity to the Commission of the 29th De
c ember 1787. Read and ordered to be translated into the French lan· 
guage. 

Read the Translation of Mr. Panet's second Temporary Report and 
Advertisement. 

Adjourned till called upon by the President. 

QuEBEC, 17th June 1789 J 

At a Meeting of the Commissioners held this day. 
PRESENT, 

Kenelm Chandler, Esquire, Presioent, 
Thomas Scott, John Coffin, 
Gabriel E. Taschereau, Jean A. Panet, 

George Lawe, Esquires. 
The President called a Meeting of the Commissioners at the request 

of Messrs. Taschereau and Panet, by letter of yesterday's date. 
Mr. Paner begs the President will inform the Board, if he is ready t~ 

proceed to the Report to be given in to His Excellency. 
To which the President answered in the affirmative, and produced the 

project of the Report with the Schedule of the Jesuits' Estates, Titles, 
and Plans thereunto belonging, for the consideration of the Board. 

Mr. Chandler requests to be informed by Mr. Panet if the above 



was the purport for which this Board was called? Mt·. Panet amwers, 
" That it is one of the reasons." 

Mr. Taschereau moves that the Commissioners at Montreal be im. 
mediately invited to meet the Boa1 d at Quebec next week to examine 
the R ep01 t proposed by Mr. Chandler which appears to be general and 
contains opinions on the merits oft he whole investigation. 

Messrs. Chandler, Scott, Coffin and Lawe object to Mr. Tasche
reau's motion as it now stands and propose that the Report, Schedule, 
Books and Papers that may be thought necessary for the informati on 
of the Commissioners at Montreal, be £ent up for their inspection by 
Mr. Lawe, in order that the Report and Schedule may be signed by 
them, if they sho1Jld meet with their approbation, or otherwi se to state 
their objections in writing or by personal appearance at Quebec without 

loss of time. 
Mr. Taschereau objects to the above opinion as occasioning further 

delay and expense, but observes that all the papers concerning the inves
tigatiOn should be sent to Montreal, and a day fixed for a general Meet
ing of the Commis~ioners. 

The President requests the opinion of the Board, whether the Sche. 
dule and Titles, and the Report in its present state, should be signed and 
given in to His Excellency immediately or not ? 

Messrs. Chandler, Scott, Coffin and _Lawe are of opinion that pre. 
vious to giving in the Report to His Excellency, the whole proceedings 
should be signed and sent to the Co mmissioners at Montreal for their 
consideration, and signed, if approved, by them. 

Messrs. Taschereau and Panet observe, thac the Report and Schedule 
proposed this day by Mr. Chandler ought not to be signed, till they 
have been translated, and debated by a General As3embly, and the ob
jections of the Commissioners at Montreal are known if any thP.re be. 

Messrs. Taschereau and Panet request to be called with 1 he other 
Members of the Commission, on the return of Mr. Lawt with the an
swer from the Commi:.sioners at Montreal. 

Agreed. 

QUEBEC, 29th June 1789. 

At a meeting of the Commiffioners this day. 
PRESE.'T, 

K. Chandler, 
T. Scott, 
J. Coffin, 
G. E. Taschereau, 
J. A. Panet, 
G. Lawe, 

The Secretary requefted a meeting of the Commiffioners to de-
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termine whether he was justifiable from the nature and tenure of 
his Oath, in fl:opping Copies from being taken out of the Office of 
the Commiffion made by Meffrs. Taschereau and Panet, on Sa
turday afternoon, the 27th Infl:ant, confifiing of a Copy of the 
Report, dated the 17th June 1789, of the Board, Book B. from the 
14th February 1788 to the 16th April 1788, and Notes from the 
Schedule of the Jefuits' Efl:ates. Mr. Chandler having fent for him 
to enquire whethu he could confifi:ently with his Oath fuffer any 
Copies to be taken of the Papers belonging to the Commiffion 
Without the concurrence of the Board ; 

Mr. Panet, requefts l\lr. Genet to inform the Board if he con
fidered the 27 Pages, intitled general abfl:raCl: of the Titles of the 
Estates &c. which he copied, a full Copy of the Original, or 
Copy in part, and partly a Tranflation. 

Mr. Genet confiders the above 27 Pages alluded to as Copy in 
part and partly a Tranflation. 

Meffrs . Taschereau and Pan et move, that all the above Papers 
referred to be returned to them. 

Refolved, That the Papers be returned to Meifrs. Taschereau 
and Panet. 

Mr. Taschereau moves, that Mr. Lawe report to this Board 
his proceedings at .Montreal. 

Mr. Lawe produced a Certified Copy of a Letter wrote by him 
to Meffrs. McGill, De"Rouville and De ~t . Ours, on Saturday 20th 
June, together with a List of the Papers taken by him to Mon
treal, and Mr. Chandler gave in a letter, atldressed to him, from 
the Commissioners at Montreal dated the 20th June 1789. 

Mr. 'faschereau requefts the Secretary will inform the Board, 
whether he fent a Copy of the Refolution of the 17th June ins
tant to the Commiffioners at Montreal with the other Papers 
taken bv Mr. Lawe. 

To which the Secretarv answered he did not-Mr. La we one of 
the Commiffioners havi~g been lent by the Board with the Pa
pers, it was deemed fufficient, as he was empowered by them to 
give them every information they might require. 

The four days being expired which Meifrs. Taschereau ~nd 
Panet required to give their answer, whether they would fign the 
~chedule, Report and Books, to be given in to Lord Dorchefter 
in their prefent state, figned by Meifrs. Chandler, Scott, Coffin 
and Lawe, which were fent to Montreal ; the Board require to 
know if they will fign the fame. 

Mr Taschereeu answers that he did not engage to answer in 
L 
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four days, whether he would or would not fign the Report and 
Schedule in quefiion . 

Mr. Panet answers, that he faid verbally, as far as he underfiand3 
by reading Engli{h writing he would endeavour in four days to 
examine all the Books and Papers, Report, Schedule &c. of the 
Commiffion, to answer whether he would fign them or file his 
reaions to the contrary, but the major part of the faid Papers 
having been detained during thofe four days by thofe who had 
figned the faid Report, in the examination of them Meffieurs 
Taschereau and Panet had not fufficient time to determine 
whether they would sign, or to furni!h their observations to the 
contrary which they propofed to lay in a few days bdore the 
Board, and before the Report and Papers be given in to Lord 
Dorchefier. 

That Mefsrs. Taschereau and Panet cannot in fo fhort time and 
for the above mentioned reafons, fign fo many Papers of which, 
feveral, especially the Schedule, have not been tranflated. And 
as the Commiffioners at Montreal have not been made acquainted 
with the proceedings and Refolut!ons of the 17th infiant, (June) 
and as they might in a lhort time have come to Quebec, lVIeffrs. 
Taschereau and Panet move, that the faid Commiffioners at Mon
treal be immediately and officially required to come to Quebec, to 
form a general meeting on Monday next, to determine upon the 
report to be given in to His Excellency without loss of time. 

In confequence of Mr. La we having been fent to Montreal with 
the Papers to the Commiffioners, it is not deemed neceffary to 
fend for thofe Gentlemen to attend the Commiffioners at Quebec. 

Refolved, That the Report be given in to Lord Dorchefter, 
to-morrow morning at eleven o'Clock by Meffieurs Chandler, 
Coffin and Lawe. 

Meffieurs Taschereau and Panet move, that they be allowed by 
a refolution of the Board, that a Petition which they propo{e to lay 
on the Table Tomorrow morning at nine o'Clock before the Board, 
addreffed to Lord Dorchefi:er, be annexed to the report to be given 
in to His Excellency, and that Meffieurs Taschereau and Panet, 
be admitted to affifi the Commiffioners in giving in the Report and 
their Petition. 

RejeCted. 

MONTREAL, 20th June 1789. 
SIR, 

Lafi: night Captain Lawe arrived here with the report and o
ther Papers relative to the Bufinefs of rhe J efuits' Efiates, and 



g, 

do
ani 

77 

this afternoon we aifembled for the purpofe of taking them into 
c.onfideration.-On looking into the Report and other documents 
which are to accompany, we find them of fuch extent as would re
quire much longer time than is allowed us to confider of them ma
turely, for by a letter which Captain Lawe has addretfed us, we ob
ferve that he cannot postpone his return later than Monday, & mufl: 
carry all the Papers back with him. This being the cafe and not
withftanding we have confidence in thofe Commiffioners who have 
figned the Report, we truft you will excufe us from giving our fanc
tion to a bufinefs, of which from the fmall fhare we have had in com
piling, and the impracticability of now perufing it, we cannot form 
a Judgment from any knowledge of our own. But although we 
do not concur in figning the Report, we efteem it proper whilll: 
the Commiffion continues, to communicate to you an idea which 
arofe from converfing with Captain Lawe-As the Commiffion 
directs enquiry to be made " whether any or what claims are 
" made by the Heirs of the Donors" -It feems to us that it would 
have been proper by an Advenifement to call upon the Public 
for any dormant daims there may be on the Jefuits' Eftates ; or 
fince that has not been done, we fubmit to the coniideration of the 
Commissioners, " whether it ought not to be respectfully fug
gefted to His Excellency Lord Dorchefter"? 

We are fenfible of the Politeness of your intention in fending 
us the Report by Captain Lawe, but as Metfrs. De Rouville and 
De St. Ours, were prepared for the journey to Quebec, had they 
been called upon to attend when the R€port was laid before the 
Board, we really regret that you did not adopt that meafure. 

We have the honor to be 

Sir, 

Your obdt. and most humble Servts. 

(Signed) 

Kenelm Chandler, Esqr. 

GENTI.EME.N, 

,J ames JJlcGil!, 
~linson de St. Ours, 
J. B. ill. H '::rtel de Rowcille, 

MONTREAL Friday Evening. 

From the reception I have met with, respecting the Papers in
trufted to my care which have been iubmitted to your inspection, 
I apprehend you will not ihortly come to a dt:cifion, I hope I 
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!hall meet with your approbation in explaining the injunCtions de
livered me by the Board of Commiffioners at Quebec.-By tht!m 
my ftay in this place is limited, fo that I cannot venture to prolong 
it beyond lVIonday next, at 12 o'Clock, hoping that no demur 
would have enfuecl on your part, I expected to b(.'gin my journey 
to,morrow morning.-! :!hall however poftpone it till the time 
fpecified, before which, I hope you will be able finally to decide 
on the bufiness. 

(Signed) 

Me:ffrs. Rouville, McGill and St. Ours 

G. Lawe. 

\VEDNESD AY MoRNING, 6 o'Clock. 
DEAR SIR, 

I arrived in the night last night.-My Papers quite fafe and me 
in good Condition-Myfelf Ducked, Baked, Broiled, boiled, 
Hawed and Roafted-But as hearty and careless as Tom the 
Devil, and ready when called on to give account of my Embaffy 
-have the goodness toJend for the Box of Jefuits, as I have no 
one to fend it up by. 

To K. Chandler, Esquire. 

Yours Truly, 

(Signed) 

I.-General AbftraCI: of the Titles. 
2.-General Statement of do. 
3.-Tit!e Deeds Vol. I 2. 

G. Lawe. 

4.-Report~, No. 1 2, by Meffrs. Taschereau & Scott. 
5.-Recapitulation of the State of Population. 
6·-Report. 
7.-Aveu et Dcnombrcment. 

I do hereby acknowledge to have received from Mr. Henry 
Anthony Genet, Secretary to the Commiffion the above Books 
and Papers, containP.d in the foregoing Lift, being Part of the 
Credentials of the faid Commifiion to be taken by me· to Mon
tr(:al, to be approved and figned by the Commiffioners, there as or
dered by the Commiffioners this day, and I do hereby bind myfelf 
to return the faid Books and Papers to Genet on my return to 
Quebec. 

(Signed) G. Lawe. 
Quebec, 17th June 1789. 
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To Hrs ExcELLE~cY, The Right Honorab1e GuY, LoRD DoRCHEs
TER, Captaiu General and Governor in Chief of the Colonies of 
Quebec, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, General and Commander 
in Chief of Ilis Majesty's Forces, &c. &c. &c. 

MAY IT PLEASE YouR LoRDSHIP, 

In obedience to your Lordship's commands signified to us by Mr. Se
cretary Motz's Letter of the 23d of October last, in which we are in. 
formed, " That a Committee of the whole Council appointed on the 
" 8th then instant, to report the course remaining to be taken for ful. 
"filling His Maje~ty's Order of the 18th of August 1786, relating to 
" the Estates of the Order of Jesuits in this Province, having in their 
" Report to you1 Lordship of the thirteenth then instant, suggested 
" the utility of a digest or analysis of the c.ontents of the Papers enu
" merated in the aforementioned order of reference, to be framed by the 
" King's Law servants in this Province, allowing liberty to them to sub. 
"join such remarks and _observations thereon, respecting both Law and 
" Fact, as may be officially expected from them in a due atteotion to the 
" interests of the Crown, he had your Lordship's commands to signify 
" to us your desire to receive from us such a digest or analysis of the 
" contents of the said Papers as is recommended by the Council, with 
" such remarks and observations thereon as we may find it incumbent up .. 
"on us to add, and further informing m, that the Clerk of the Council 
" was instructed to give us access to all the proceedings had under the 
" Royal order of the 18th of August 1786 entered in the Council 
" Books, as well as to all the Papers relating to this subject, which are 
" filed in the Council Office."-\Ve have the honor of reporting to your 
Lordship as follows. 

That in order to obtain a competent knowledge of the nature of this 
Business, with a view of fulfilling as far as possible the views of your 
Lordship and those of the Council, all ccntering we apprehend in the 
due execution of His M <ljesty's said order in Council of the 18th of 
August ] 786-we have in the course of the winter employed as much cf 
our time as could well Le spared from our other necessary avocations and 
duties to goveroment, in perusing and digesting the voluminous papers and 
proceedings which compose the objects of Analysation, as well as those 
remaining of Record in the Council office nec.esearily connected there
with, as well with the ma;n object of the reference to the Committee of 
Council, and your Lordship's present requisition to us His Majesty's 
Law Servants. 

J'rom these researches we are enabled now to lay before your Lord
ship an Analysis or digest of the titles of the principal Estates of the 
late Order of Jesuits which were held as Fiefs and Seigniories, compo
sing -more than 17-18ths of their whole annual income or revenue and 

consequently forming the main object of inquiry.-The Lands held in 
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Rotnre or in Soccage yielding a Revenue of seventy-four pounds, se -
enteen shillings and three pence Currency, out of twelve hu~dred and 
nine pound~ eight shillings and three pence, the whole annual mcome of 
theJesuits' Estates,. we did not consider to be uf sufficient importance 
to retard our reporting upon the Seigneuries, especially as the number 
of Titles to the Lands in Roture will necessarily take up a time in the 
examination greatly dispropertioned to their value, and together with 
the Estates aliened retard our reporting upon the objects we have already 
discussed, in our observations upon which we are enabled to lay before 
your Lordship what principally occurs to us. 

'Ve observe that the object which His Majesty's order in Council has 
in view,. is the granting legally to the Right Honorable Jeffery Lord 
Amherst such of the E~tates of the late order of Jesuits as mav be le
g,ally given and gtanted by His Majesty, subject to certain rese.rvations 
and conditions therein particularly stated aud others referred to your 
L<Kwhip, to Report to His Majesty for His Royal consideration ; and 
we are therefore the more solicitous in making our report, to give your 
Lordship an early opportunity of forming a Judgment upon the Estates 
we h.lve analysed, that the trust reposed in your Lordship may be the 
better answered, and the noble Lord in whose favour the Royal Bounty 
is intended may be brought nearer his object. 

The Commission issued by your Lordship with the advice of the 
Council the 29th of December 1787, was calculated to attain the ends 
a...ud information suggested as necessary by the Crown Law Officers in 
England, and required hy His Majesty's said Order in Council previous 
to making the Grant.-And the first Question before us appears to be, 
bow far the execution n£ tl Jt Cvmmission has been such as to answer 
the ends proposec by it ? The heads of inquiry will fall to be consider· 
ed at the same time and to be compared with the execution of the Trust 
as reported by the Commissioners. Theae were to be ascertained in due 
form of Law. 

1st. ' hat Lands and Estates were held, possessed and claimed by 
the said order of Jesuits within the Province and the manner and ways. 
by which they required the san'!.e. 

2d.-vVhat parts thereofhave been by them aliened and exchanged, and 
3d.-\Vhat parts and portions thereof are now vested in His Majes.· 

ty, a~d may by His MajC'sty be legally given and granted. 
4th.--The nature and quality of the said Lands and the present Ti-

tles by which they are pos essed • 
.5th.-Their oresent value. 
6th.-The nature and extent of the rights of ~eigniory. 
7th.-The nature of the Tenure by which they are holden. 
Sth.-Their exact local situation. 
9th.-The stare of their Culture and Population, and 

1Oth.--\Vhether any and what claims are made by the Heirs of the 
Donors of such parts of the Lands as were given to the sai Religi• 
ous Order by private persons. 
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By the Commi sion nine 1entlemc!n were a to make tbis m 
vutigation, or any three of them, wit.ll dire e return theret& 
under their hands and "eals, and we ind, that pu Dt to your Lord-
ahip's order of the ~4th of April last, in Cc>DtequeDC:e o£ Report of a 
Committ~e of the whole Council of the 22d of the same h requi
ring the Commissioners to Report to your Lend hip :-

1st. How far the Commissionera ha e been able ta exec:utc T 
committed to them. 

2d. What remains to fu'fil the same. 
3d. What obstacles are in the way, and 
4th. By what means they conceive the same may be r~moved aod 

intention of the Cammission attained. Four of the nine Commiss~ 
did upon the 17th of June following make Report under their ha~~d 
and Seals, that the ob_FcU of the Commission were attained, aad stated 
and compr1ted in certain Schedules marked and numbered, as therein 
mentioned and forming the six first articles in the order of reference of 
8th of the October, required to be analysed by us. 

These we have carefully gone through particularly the two Volumes 
marked B. B. volumes first and second of tbe Title Deed1 of the Jeauit 
Estates, from which and the Volume C. containing the hill d Dl
nombrtmalt to the French lntendaot in 1733, and another to Goveraor 
Haldimand in 1781, we have formed the AnaJyaia of the Titles to the 
eleven Seigniories annexed to this Report, in the following manner, viz. 

1st. \Ve have taken for the Title of each separate Seigaiory uodec
articles lst to 11th the best description t~eacb estate, made p froaa 
the two A'lHUs et Denombremms compared with the description in tLe 
Titles, and together forming such a description as we conceive may be 
sufficient to be inserted in a grant or conveyance. 

2d. We hillve made a statement of the different Titles by which theee 
Estates were acquired by the late order of Jesuits. 

3d. And lastly we have extracted and set down the motives and coaai.l
erations upon which these several acquisitions were attained and held. 

And we have added our own particular observations upon each Seig
niory analysed, so that your Lordship may see the Estates acquired, the 
Tenure by which they are held, the several rights, privileges and ex
emptions of each, the motives or causes of the respective grants, and 
the considerations, reservations, and conditions, for and upc!:!, which they 
are possessed. 

This we have done in English under the best interpretation we can 
give of the Title Deeds or Grants. which are all in French, of the laat 
Century, but in order to remove doubt, and save the tediousoen of re• 
aearch we have added a complele abttract of the several Title Deeds in 
French containing all the necessary clauses, in general •tur!atim from 
the Deeds themselves. To these e ft added a Recapitufatton or 
general statement of the Revenue or nc.ome of these several Estates in 
different articles of produce and money, redacoo to the Currency of this 
Provmce, with a state of the Population, Culture and improvement un. 
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der the several heads therein mentioned, and which we have taken from 
the general abstracts or statl!ments reported by the ~ommi~sioners, be
ing the only part of these other objects of analysatwn which we con
ceive it necessary to report, because they are ch1efly made up from the 
Title Deeds to serve as abstracts, and from th Plans of the Estates cer
tified by sworn Surveyors contained in Book No. 3, which also forms a 
part of the useful and instructive Titles of these Estates as well 
from the Land Rolls, Aveus et Denomhrements as local researches and 
informatiou of the Commissioners, and consequently do not require fur
ther Analysation.-We have also added a hke Recapitulation formed 
by the Commissioners and found in these abstracts, shewing the annual 
income &c. as above, {)f the Lands held in Roture, by which your Lord
ship will see the particular objects remaining to be analysed and their 
value, exclusive of their alienation~, which, tt>gether, will form our next 
report. 

The Commissioners have indeed reported in what is termed.-" A 
General abstract of the Titles of the Estates that were of the late or
der of Jesuits"-marked No. 2 upon the List, that the whole of these 
Estates are vested in His Majesty, and may by His Majesty be legally 
given and granted, which it is material to attend to ; and it is to be ob
serv~d that in their Report of the 17th of June last, they state that no 
claims had been made to them by the heirs of any of the Donors to 
any part of the Lands that were given to the said Religious Order by 
private persons, they further state in their said Report their having as
certained the several objects therein mentioned by the means in part of 
documents furnished them by the Jesuits, and in further part by re
searches among the Records of the Province in the custody of the 
Clerk of Inrollments, and by other inquiries and information made and 
had by some of the Commissioners on the premises, all which appear 
to us as regular and proper as could well be expected, and holdiug as 
we do the Title Deeds reported to be authentic, we do not hesitate, so 
far as we have gone, in concurring with the Commissioners, that these 
Seigniories are vested in His Majesty, and may consequently upon the 
return of the Commissiqn be legally _given. and grante~ to the Right 
Honorab~e. Jeffery ~ord f\mherst? h1s He.Jrs and ~ss1gns, subject to 
the cond1ttons of Hts Majesty's sa1d order tn Counc1l and with the ex. 
ception, therein referred to, your Lordship's wisdom as the King's Go. 
vernor. 

It now becomes necetfary for us to obferve upon the other pa
pers mentioned in the order of reference of the 8th of October. 
The firft is a letter of the 9th March 1 i89 from the three Mon
treal C~mmiffioners to .the. Prefident Mr. Chandler, reporting 
fome obJects of the enqmry m the upper Countries, &c. The fe
cond is a ftate of the Income, Population, &c. of the Jefuirs' Lands 
in and near Three-Rivers, tak.e~ by a Notary on the fpot in the 
prefence of one of the Commdhoners.-The third confifts of 
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three Reports by Meifrs. Scott & Tafchereau to the Commiffioners; 
which appears to have method and arrangement in them, and 
muft have been of very great utility-The firft containing ex
traCts of all the Titles found by them in their researches up to 
the 17th March 1788, with obfervations upon them; the second 
containing extr1Cl:s from the Titles, and a ftate of the Lands 
alienated or exchanged, with a recapitulation of the annual income 
of the whole taken from the laft Aveu et fJenombrement, and a 
lift or ftate of all the Title~ and Public ACl:s to be found in the 
ancient records of the Province, as well as in thofe fince the con
queft regarding the J efuits' Eftates with obfervations thereon; and 
a thtrd containing a lift of the Tenants or ('ensitaires holding of 
the Jefuits m the Town of Quebec, with the Rents they pay, as 
received from their Procureur, with a like lift of Tenants, &c 
in the Pari.fh of St. Nicholas. 

We find at the end of the lift a Memorial or Petition of two of 
the Co .nmiffioners, to wit, Messrs. Panet and Tafchereau, ac
companied with a paper of obfervations by them on the proceed
ings and Report of the four Commiflloners in the nature of a 
representation or protest, complaining of irregularity and precipi
tation in the Bufinefs, and particularly th2.t the Schedule, No. 2, 
A. and D. ought not to be confidered as the Report of the ma
jority of the nine Commiffioners, as neither they nor the three 
Commiffioners at Montreal could in honor approve or fign them, 
becaufe, fay they, they are fupported upon irregular proceedings 
had contrary to feveral relolutions of the nine Commiffioners, and 
becaufc the L1id four Commiffioners employed fuch precipitation 
as to deprive them of neceifary papers, and render it impoffible 
for them or the Montreal Commiffioners to verify, examine and 
:fign them-In proof of the£e advances they refer to a Book B, in
titled, " Proceedings of the Commiffioners refpeCl:ing the Ef
tates of the J efuits," and cite feveral particulars of which we 
cannot form any judgment as the Book B. is not reportedJ but 
from the nature of their obfervations upon the Report, and 
Schedules fubmitted to your Lord.fhip and contained in nine re
marks thereon, we are enabled to form fome judgment of the na
ture and valiJity of their objeCl:ions-theie are:-

1st. Th1t the Report does not anfwer fully the four quefiions 
propofed in the Report of the Committee of the whole Council 
on the 22d of April. 

2d. That t..]ley, the four Commiffion€:rs have not proceeded in 
due form of Law agreeable to the Commifilon. 

3d. That by the Report referred to in Schedule No. 2, it is es 
M 
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tablifhed, that all the Ellates may be legally given and granted to 
the Right Honorable Jeffery Lord Amherfi, but .they humbly as
fore your Lordfhip that that point, extremely deltcc.te and of great 
importance ro His Majefiy's Loyal Subjects in this Province, has 
never been yet propofed officially, nor debated at any meeting to 
which they and the Commiffioners at l.Ylontreal have been called. 

4th. That the faid Report and Schedule undertakes to aifure 
your Lordfhip that the nature and quality of the Lands is there
by ascertained, although the Commiffioners have not infpecred or 
vifited them for that purpofe, and although on failing to obtain a 
Proclamation propofed by a former official Report of the 19th 
April 1788, they had rejected a propofed advertisement mention
ed in the Book B, fo that they Meifrs. Panet and Tafchereau can
not comprehend how the faid Schedule could ascertain the Ten
ure of the I.ands of the T erre Tenants without having made a 
Land Roll upon the fpot, and by the Titles which the Tenants 
are by Law obliged to exhibit for that purpofe when legally 
thereto required ; and that the ancient Plans and Titles cannot as
certain the exact fituations of the Lands as they are at prefent 
poffefred, nor their prefent fiate of culture, nor their prefent value 
and population. 

5th. That the faid Schedule ellablifhing that no claims had been 
m'ade to the Commiffioners by the Heirs of the Donors, had thefe 
words added only the day before: viz. '' Becaufe neither the Corn
million nor any Advertifement for that purpofe had been publifh
ed." They humbly inform Your Lord{hip, that the merits of 
that point had never been propofed at any Affembly where they 
or the Montreal Commiffioners had been called. That only the 
day before there had been added to the Schedule No. 2, page 
6th. the mention of a letter of the 17th of April then I aft, re
ceived by Mr. Chandler from Pierre Paner, Efquire, giving notice 
of a claim, which letter they never faw amongfi the Papers of the 
Commiffion, nor elfcwhere; that the faid four Commiilioners, 
however well apprized of the Petition and Memorial prefented 
to Your Lord!hip the 19th of November 1787, by the Citizens 
of Quebec, have paid no attention in their Report and Schedule 
to that claim, which the Inhabitants of this Colony propofed to 
make and fupport on the firft official notice, for the execution of 
the foundation which they aifert to have been made in their fa
vor, as well for the free exen:ife of their Religion as for their 
Education and Inftruction, agreeable to His MoH: C~rifiian Maies
ty;s Diploma of the 12th of May 1678, on which Diploma -the 
faid Inhabitants intend to eftabli!h their rights, as well by the Tit-
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les and National Treaties cited in their l\1cmor;a1, as by feveral 
other ways and means which they propofe to bring f01 ward. 

6th That the faid Report does not efiablifh or obferve upon 
the third point propofed by the Commiffion ; to wit : what parts 
and portiom have been <llienated or exchanged, although the Re
port of Mefsrs. Scott and Taschereau in the French language, un
der the No. 2, page firft and following pages, efiablifhes the parts 
and portions of thefe E!l:ates, formerly alienated and exchanged 
bv the J efuits, and that in orJer to be afcertained that the 1 efuits, 
particularly fince the Conquefi, have not in virtue of their parti
cular Title to each Eft:ate, and the laws, ufages and cuft:oms before 
the Conqueft or fince unto the prefent day, in con{equence of 
the Capitulation, alienated or exchanged the whole or parts of the 
Eftates of which the Commiffioners are only in pofseffion of Co ... 
pies of the ancient Tiles, it woulJ be necefsary legally to com
mand the fubjects of His Majeft:y to declare formally and in writ
ing, within a fixed period, fuch as may have acquired and now 
po{sefs the whole or any parts of the faid Eftates in this Province, 
and to produce the Titles and pretenfions which fuch fubjects and 
every of them pretend to have thereto, and which is one of the 
obftacles which may be removed, by the means propoled in the 
Draft of a Report laid before a Meeting of the Commiffioners 
the 2nd of May la!l:, which, with divers 1\'linutes, has not been 
annexed to the Report, nor to the Schedule No. 2, delivered in 
to Your Lordihip. 

7th. That the faid Report omits to obferve, that the Order of 
His J\1ajefl:y in Council of the 18th of Auguft 1786, upon the 
Petition of the Right Honorable Jeffery Lord Amher.ft, and of 
which mention is made in the Indorfement on the Back of the 
Commiffion, has never come to the official knowledge of the Com
miffioners. 

8th. They humbly obferve that the faid Report and the Sche
dules No. 2, and others thereto annexed, undertake to eftablifh 
that all the Lands there defignated, were theretofore held, pofsdsed 
and ciaimed in this Province, by a certain Community known un
der the name of the Order of Jefuits, without having officially 
fhewn the proofs, nor discovered the nature of the claims known 
to have been heretofore made by the said J efuits, and without 
having eftabliihed the fact which is of public notoriety, to wi· : 
that the Reverend Fathers Auguftin Louis De Glapion, Superior 
General of the Jefuits in Canada, Jean Joseph Cazot, Procureur 
to the College of Quebec and others of their Community pos
sefs at this day, as they have done before and fince the Conque.ft, 
all the Lands of which the Schedule No. 2, makes mention, and 
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of which they voluntarily exhibited to :rvJefsrs. Scott and Tafchc· 

reau the Titles mentioned in their Report~ Nos. 1, 2, and 3, al

l edging fimply and 7.:h:a voce that thefe were the Titles of their 

.Property, and that thEy wf're in peaceable, effective and actual 

pofseffion. They obferve alfo, that it is of P?bli~ not?riety, ~hat 

by different Judgments of the Courts of Jufl:tce m this Provmce 

they have been maintained in their rights, and that to their 

knowledge they continue to pofsefs all the faid Lands, except a 

part of the College of Quebec, now occupied for the King's Pro

vifion Store and Barracks for part of the Garrifon. 

9th. They beg leave to inform Your I.ord!hip that they had 

ofFered to give their obfenations in writing that morning, to be 

annexed to the Report and Schedules, requiring to be present 

with the Commiffioners named for prefenting them to Your Lord

fhip, but that thofe propofitions were rejected by the four Com

miffioners. They conclude by praying Your Lord!hip to order 

them an authentic Copy ot :he Book B. intituled, " Proceedings 

of the Commiffioners relative to the E£htes of the Jefuits,'' in 

order to afcertain the irreguta ities of which they comp1ain, the 

Reports Nos. 1, 2, and 3, of Mefsrs . Scott and Tafchereau, the 

Draft of a Report and Advertifement proposed by Mr. Panet 2nd 

of May lafi, and all the Papers to which all the Refolutions refer, 

also two Letters of Mr. George Lawe of the 20th of June then 

infiant, to Mefsrs. De St. Ours and De Rouville, and finally they 

fubmit to Your Lord!hip's wifdom if it wouiJ not be neceffary 

to order the Prefident to call a Meeting of the nine Commiffion

ers, in order to form a true and juft Report, whether provifional 

or final, as the majority fhall determine, to prefent officially to 

Your Lord !hip. 
Thefe obfervations or objeEt:ions neceffarily lead us into fome 

inquiry as to their tendeney as well as their validity, and we can

not help remarking, that though a great deal is faid refpeting the 

Montreal Commiffioners, there is no countenance given by them 

to the objeCtions, nor does it appear from the Commiffion that the 

whole nine Commiffioners mufi neceffarily be employed and meet 

together, and report upon the bufinefs of the Commiffion, :fince 

any three are made competent to that purpofe. The three Gen

tle?1en of lV[ontreal appear to l~av~ been employed in making en

qmry and refearches m that D1fi:ncr, and reporting fuch informa

tion as they acquired from time to time to the Commiffioners at 

Quebec, of thefe lafi, four out of fix, including the President, af

ter a very tedious and expenfive inveftig':ltion, agree to make a 

Report of the due execution of the Commiffion, from the re

fearches made by themfelves and others and the feveral Title 
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Deeds and Documents by them referred to, the other twc oppofe 
or object, and differences thence arising, a Report by thefe four 
under theil· hands and feals is given in to Your Lordihip. 

Prima facie, the RE'port of so great a majority as four out of 
six, would appear rcafonably fufficient and decifive, especially in a 
cafe where information alone is wanted, feemingly unattended 
with thofe ferious doubts and difficulties fuggefied by the oppo
fing Commiffioners; but as it feems conneCted with the fubjea: of 
His Majefty's right to thefe Efi:ates, and the objetts of enquiry 
previous to the exercife of thofe rights by the granting of them, w ~ 

will examine the feveral grounds of objetttion formed by the op
pofing Commiffioners, and thereby ihew our fenfe of them, as well 
as the grounds upon which we form our opinion of the propriety 
of the proceedings of the reporting Commiffioners, and the right 
which we conceive His Majefiy now has and may legally exercife, 
in making a Grant of the whole or any particular part of the 
Eftates, the Titles of which we have already analyzed, to whom
soever or to whatfoever ufes and purpofes His Majefiy has already 
or may in future be pleafed to appoint and direct. 

And 1st. It occurs to us that the Commiffioners' Rrport contains 
the beft poffible answer to the four points or queftions propofed 
in the Report of the whole Council of the 22nd of April, com
municated by Your Lord!hip to the Commifiioners, inasmuch as 
the ends of the Commif!ion being thereby reported to be answer
ed by the full execution of the trufi: committed to them, nothing 
remained to be fulfilled, and no obftacles appearing in the way, 
no means were necefsary to remove them, the whole ends of the 
Commiffion were attained. 

2nd. Nothing contrary to Law appears to us in the proceedings 
of the Commifiioners. 

3rd. We cannot see the great delicacy and the great importance 
to His Majefty's Loyal Subjects of this Province, exprefsed by the 
oppofing Commiffioners, or where a doubt can arife to create a 
debate about the Lands in quefiion being vefied in his Majefty, 
so as to be by His Majefty legally given and granted, but we con
ceive that this delicacy and this importance ari{es from their 
ide:1s of the pretenfions of certain citizens of Quebec, fubscribers 
to a Petition and Memorial delivered to your Lordfhip in No
vember 17'87, and particularly mentioned by the oppo!ing Com
miffioners in the 5th Article of their objections, by which the Pe
titioners afsert a right for themfelves, as Citizens, and the Inhabi
tants of the Province at large, to the whole Efhtes of the Jefuits 
for the purpofes of Public Education, under a fuppofed Founda
tion and fubfequent Dotations for that express purpofe, to main .. 
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tain which they are ready upon the fid1: official advcrtifement ; 
and it is fiated as a ground of objeCtion that no fuch publication 
or advertifement of the Commiffion had been made. 

On this we have to obferve, that from an examination into the 
merits of the Citizens~ Petition and Memorial in support of it, 
compared with the Titles of the {everal EH:ates we have hitherto 
analyzed, we do not find any juft, lega1 or well founded ground 
to fupport the allegations and pretenfions of the Petitioners, if 
they could be confidered as entitled to make the claims they do, 
for it nowhere appears that these EO:ates were given to or accept
ed by the J cfuits for ufes and upon trufis that can fupport any 
claim wharever, either by the Heirs of the Donors or the Inha
bitants of the Province. The great objeCt in the feveral Grants 
to the Jefuits in the la£1: Century, feems to have be(n the con
version of the Savages to Chriftianity; mofi of them are in con
fideration of pafi: fervices in that way, and in the great ufe they 
had been of in efiabli{hing the Colony. None of the grants im
pofe any conditions that can give rife to a claim from any quar
ter whatever at this day, on the c.ontrary fome of the Titles are 
anxiou!ly explicit in freeing them from burdens that never exified, 
€>r were meant to be impofed, and the general maxim of their in
ftitution alluded to in one of the Title Deeds of the Efiate and 
Seigniory of Notre J)ame des Angrs, !hews how different were 
the ideas regarding them of thefe days and thofe now maintain
ed :.-Poverty might be the vow of the Individual but this foci
ety was rich and powerful-its riches and its ambition, fupported 
by its vices as well as by its virtues, brought it to its end in France 
in 1762, and in Italy where it firft originated and had its centre 
of Union, in 1773 ; and though it may feem ~hat the Eftabliih
ment and diifolution of the Society in tbofe Countries was un
connected with that branch of it which was efi:abii£hed in this 
Province, prior ro the Conquefi of it by the Britifh Arms, yet 
it will appear that the proceedings now to be had, are, and ought 
to be, influenced by that of thoie Countries from neceffary connec
tion. 

From the earlieft period of the Settlement of the Colony it ap
pears that the J cfuits poffeifed property, at fir£1: in the name of and 
as AdminiJtrators to tlie Native Savages of the Soil, and next in 
their own name though without any legal footing or efiablifl1-

men~ till the year 1651 in the month of July, in which year they 
obtamed from the French K.tng Letters Patent for their Efia
bli£hment in North and ,?outh America, which are analyfed under 
the head of General 1ttles and annexed to this Report from 
which it will appear that they were allowed to polfefs Ladds and 
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Houfes and other property for their fub!ifi:ence upon the fame 
footing as they did at that time in the Kingdom of France~ the 
Lands they had acquired Wl:!re thereby confirmed to them, and 
they obtained the fingular privilege, rarely granted to Religious 
Communities, of acquiring without further permiffion other Efi:ates 
and property without limitation. Thus rendered capable of ac
quiring and holding Efiates, their grants were variously conceded 
1ometimes to the Revd. Fathers of the Company of Jefus gene
rally, at others to thofe of the Comp:my efi:ablifhed in New Fran
ce, but all evidently for the Society at large and fubject to the 
Rules of their Infi:itution. Three of the mofi: confiderable Efhtes 
granted in this way prior to the Letters Patent of July 1651 were 
afterwards, to wit, in 1676 explained away, for what purpo~e or 
with what intent we cannot account, and regranted by the Inten
tendant to the J efuits for the College at Quebec, but it does not 
appear to us that the Intendant had fi.1ch power of changing the 
destination of any Deed, efpecially when not judicially brought 
before him, or of granting Lands under fuch circumftances; on 
the contrary, as we find contemporary Grants of Seigniories made 
by the Governor who was then upon the fpot, and as we do not 
find any of the Deeds of Explanation and Grants alluded to 
were confirmed by the King, they being made fubject to His 
Majefty's pleafure, we are inclined to think he had no fuch au-. 
thority, and we have accordingly fiated in our particular obferva
tions upon thefe three Efiates what occurs in objection to thefc 
particular Titles. 

On thefe Deeds are founded in part the claims of the P(ti .. 
tioners who do not ftop however there, but form equal prctenfions 
to every part of the Efbtes of the Jefuirs, upon this broad princ.i
ple, that they were no more than fucceffive Adminifirators of the 
Efi:atec; fuppofed to be cnnveyed to them in trufi:, in fupport of 
which they cite two paffages from Ch:ulevoix's Hifl:ory of Canada, 
stating a Donation by the relations of a private perfon in France 
on his becoming a J efuir, for the purpofe of building a College 
at Quebec, and the Grant of 3 piece of Land by the New France 
Company to the 1 efuits for that purpofe. They alfo cite the vows 
of poverty and chaftity taken by the l\1embers 9f the Order and 
an Edict. or Law prohibiting Donations to the Individuals of the 
Society, all of which, however, falls greatly fhort of the proofs 
req~i.fite to fupport fo ~ormidable a claim as that fet up by the 
Pet1t10ners, nor do we thmk that fuch a Petition or Claim, came 
at all within the sphere of the inquiry inttituted by the Commis
fion under the head of claims by the Heirs of the Donors of fuel 
part of the Lands as were given to the Re lig io us Order of J efuits 
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by private perfons, or that the Commissioners did wrong in con

fidering that nothing therein contained c?uld legally pre_vent or 

hinder His Maje£1:y from giving and grantmg the Eftates m que~

tion. As matter of legal right it was their duty to confider the 

Petitioners pretenfions as unfounded> if thfy had come before 

them, and as matter of grace, the Petition might be fitting for 

your Lordiliip's confideration, but not for them ; the plea of 

want of notice feems extraordinary after all that has paired in 

and out of Council upon this fubject. 
4th-The objection that the Report and Schedules do not es

tabliih the nature and quality of the Lands, and that the Tenure, 

exact fituation, ftate of culture, value and population could not 

be ascertained but by making a Land Roll upon the fpot and 

from the Titles, may in fome degree be founded, becaufe we do 

not find that the nature and quality of the foil has been particu

larly adverted to by the Commissioners, and we know not the 

courfe they may have taken to obtain information upon the other 

heads which are plrticularly r eported upon. 

5th-The objection to the Reports efiablishing that no ciaims 

had been made by the Heirs of the Donors of the faid Lands, ari

fing they fay from want of Advertifement, has been already no

ticed by us; and we have further to remark that nothing could 

be better known throughout the Province, than the proceedings 

respecting the J efuits' Efi:ates, which is fully proved by the Pe

tition of the Citizens of November 1787, and by the refearches 

continually making by the Commiffioners themfei ves, by the pro

ceedings had before the Council upon this bufinefs, and other cir

cumftances of public notoriety. We have alfo to obferve that the 

claim of Peter Panet, Efquire, alluded to in this objection, was 

fuch as hardly came within the fphere of inquiry, betng a l\1ort

gage on one of the Eftates for money lent, and not a claim bv the 

Heir of anv Donor. • 

6th-There appears to us an omiilion in the Report respecting 

the parts and portions of the 1 efuits' Eftates which were aliened 

or exchanged, for in fact that part of the Commiffion is equally 

fulfilled, and the objects alienated and exchanged with Titles re~

pecting the fame certified and stated in the Schedules annexed 

to the Report, we do not perceive the ncceffity of requiring all 

His Majefi:y's fubjects to declare whether any of them poffefs 

the whole or any part of the Eftates of the J efuit~, and to produce 

their Titles; we are we11 aifured that fince the Conquefi: the Je

fuits neither have alienated nor c~uld they legally ahenate any 

~art of th_ef~ Eft01tes, ~nd we _are mformed in the eighth objec

tion, that 1t 1s of public notonety that the Jefui~s themfelves are 
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yet in poifeffion of the whole of their Eftates, and have been main
tained in their rights, except a part of the College, which is alfo 
ftated by the oppofing Commiffioners to be confiftent with their 
own particular knowledge, a cirtumftance which feerns to involve 
inconfifi:ency if not contradiction . 

7th-We do not know whether the oppofing Commiffioners 
have had official knowledge of His Majefi:y's Order in Council 
of the 18th of A uguft 17 86, nor what they mean to infer from 
fuch want of official knowledge, the Commiffion was their direc
tion. 

8th-We can as little conceive what is meant to be inferred 
from this objection, if it is not that thefe two Commiffioners mean 
to find fault with the ftile of the Commiffion, and the idea therein 
held of the non-cxiftence of the Jefuits as a Body, which the 
other Commiilioners have very properly continued throughout· 
their proceedings, and in their Report and Schedules therein 
referred to, they fee m to confider the poffeffion held by the J e
fuits of the Efi:ates which belonged to the order, as evidence of 
their Civil and Political Exiftence, but neither that nor any other 
circumftance which has come to our knowledge will warrant fuch 
a conclufion. 

9th-And laftly, the complaint of a refufal to receive their 
written obfervations to be annexed to the Report, may perhaps 
be accounted for from a review of the nature and tendency of 
thefe now given, fuppofing thofe offered to be similar, but on 
this fubject we will be filent for want of Information from the 
Commiffioners of their particular reafons for fuch their conduct. 

Upon the whole, the various proceedings ha-:! under the Corn
million, and the information attained by it and now before us, 
confidered with a due regard to the interefi:s of the Crown and 
the fpirit of His M e1jefiy's Order in Council, we do not think it 
exF>edient that your Lord!hip fhould give in to the fuggefiion of 
the oppofing Commiffioners, by ordering Copies of a variety of 
voluminous papers and proceedings for the purpofe of fupporting 
fuch fort of objections as thefe, and referring to a meeting of the 
nine Commiffioners to make by a majority of the whole what 
they would confider a true and juft report. At the fame time 
we fubmit to your Lordfhip, how far it may not be neceffary to 
caufe to be ascertained by the Commifiioners the nature and qua
lity of the Lands in quefi:ion, as one object of the Commiflion 
particulc1rly fi:ated in His Majefi:y's Order in Council, but not 
ascertained by the Report and Schedules, though fiated in the 

N 
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Report to be fo, perhaps from the Commiffioners confidering 
the frate of Culture and Improvement under the heads of Arable, 
Meadow and Wood Land to have been fufficient without at
tending to the nature and quality of the foil, or perhaps from 
inadvertency, as we conceive the omiffion in the Report with re
gard to the Lands alienated or exchanged to have been, both of 
which, however, may be very easily and fpeedily rectified and 
fupplied. 

We are led to this opinion by confidering that neither from the 
fpirit of His Majefry's order in Council, nor by the Laws of the 
Province, that ftrictnefs and adherence to form is required in 
order to attain the knowledge which was required previous to 
making a grant-the commiffion is affimilated to fuch as are made 
ufe of in England for the purpofe of informing or inftructing, but 
to no particular proceeding known to the Laws of the Province, 
though there are many infiances in France of Commiffions of In
veftigation iifued by the King ad inquirandum, when eftates have 
fallen to the Crown and been ufurped by Individuals, the com
mon courfe of the Law eftabliilied in the Province points out a 
mode of feizure or fequefi:ration at the fuit of the Public Officer, 
the King's Attorney General, and leaves all claimants to make 
out their rights and pretenfions in a courfe of what is called op
pofition, which is a claim regularly heard and difcuifed before 
the Tribunals of J uftice com!)etent to fuch queftions; and al
though there can be no objection to the courfe adopted of in~ 
quiring by Commiffion, yet nothing in the Law would pre
clude pcrfons having juft claims upon the Eftates in queftion, from 
availing themfelves of their rights and pretenfions, notwithftan
ding that His 1.\llajefty iliould grant away thofe Lands upon the 
information obtained, fuch grant being confidered always to im· 
ply in the French as in the Engliili Law the Salvo jure cujusli
bet, but in fact there neither are nor can there be any individual 
claimants to the Lands and Eftates which we have confidered
and the claim of the petitioning Citizens of Quebec in the name 
of the Public, however proper, as we have alr€ady obferved, for 
your Lordfhip's confideration and the grace of the Crown, under 
the exception or refervation referred to Your Lordiliip's wifdom 
and to be fubmitted to His Majefi:y, cannot be confidered in the 
light of a legal or regular claim to obftruct the right, which is ves
ted in His 1\Iajefty as the father of his people and only rcprefen
tative of the Public in this Province, from difpofing of thefe 
Eftates as to His MajeH:y in His Royal wifdom may feem fir. 

We have already obferved the footing upon which the ordt!r of 
J efuits held their Eftates in the Province under the Letters Pa-
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tent of July 1651, to be the fame as that on which they. held 
~fi:ates in the Kingdom of France. It was not however until the 
year 1658 that thefe ~ette.rs P~tent were e?regi~ered in ~he. Par
liament of Paris, whtch, ever Jealous of thts Society and Its mflu
ence with the Sovereign, was careful in the act of regiftration to 
exprefs the condition of their Efiablifhment; hen~e m~y be feen 
the application which may be made of the proceedmgs m France 
in the years 1761 and 1762 to the J efuits of this Province. The 
nature of their Infiitution prevented them individually from ta
king any thing under the Capitulation of all Canada, and. t? their 
Society, under one heau anu abfolute Governor domiciled at 
Rome, nothing was granted or could be legally or reafonably 
fuppofed to be conveyed, but even that head, and with it, the 
whole Society, wherefoever difperfed, was finally diifolved and 
fuppreffed in the year 1773, fo that the exifience of the very few 
Members of the Order m this Province can in no fl1ape be con-
1idered as form-ing a body politic or corporate, capable of any of 
the powers inherent in and enjoyed by Communities. 

In this fituation we do not even need to call in the aid of the 
proceedings in France, againft the J efuits there, to eftabljfh His 
Majefty's Rtghts-As a derelict or vacant Eftate His Majetly be
came vefted in it by the cleareft of Titles, if thP Right of Conqueft 
alone was not fufficient, but even upon the footing of the pro
ceedings in France and the Judicial Acts of the Sovereign Tri
bunals in that Country, the Eftates in this Province would natu
rally fall to His Majefty and be fubjected to his unlimited dispo
fal; for by thofe decifions it was eftabliihed upon good, legat and 
conftitutional grounds, that from the nature of the firfi Efiablifh
ment or admiffion of the Society into France being conditional, 
temporary and probational, they were at all times liable to ex
pulfion, and having never complied with, but rejected the terms 
of their admiffion, they were not even entitled to the name of a 
Society; wherefore, and by reafon of the abufes and destructive 
principles of their Inftitution, they were fiript of their property 
and polfeffions, which they were ordered to quit upon ten days 
notice, after having been compelled to give 'n a full ftate of all 
they had, with the feveral Title Deeds and Documents or Proofs 
in fupport of it. Sequeftrators or Guardians were appointed to 
the mam1gement of their Eftate!l and in a courfe of time and with 
~regularity proportioned to their import:mce, provifion was made 
for the application of them in the various ways rhat Law, Reafon, 
] uftice and Policy dictated, and all this was done at the fuit of the 
Crown Officer by the Courts of France, as we apprehend in a 

·a Judicial, and not in a Legiflative Capacity. 
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It is therefore, as well tor thefe as for other rea{ons peculiar to 
the fituation of the Jefuits in this Province, that we are incUned 

. to differ in opinion ·with the Honorable l\'Iembers who ~ompofed 
the Committee of Council who reported to your Lordfiup or: t~1e 
21st . of October 1788, that a Law or Ordinance of the Provmc1al 
Legiflature was neceffary to effect His l\1ajefi:y's Moft Gracious 
intentions towards Lord Amherfi: and His l\1ajesty's benevolent 
Bounty to the Public, by declaring His Royal Will and Pleafure 
as to the fuppreffion and Diffolution of the Order of J efuits and 
the annexation of their Rights, Properties, and Poffeffions to th_e 
Crown for fuch purpofes as His Majefiy may think proper to di
rect and appoint. 

The Grounds upon which the Honorable Memben of the 
Committee adopted thE:fe fentiments and opinions, to wit, the 
contemplating the poffefTion retained by the Jefuits under the 
fanction and eye of the Government, and under the divers appro
bative, if not confirmative, Acts of its Minifi:ers, do not weigh 
with us, becaufe nothing, as far we know, has been done or 
countenanced by Government to alter or change the condition or 
footing upon which the Jefuits of Canada fiood at the time of 
Conquefi: or fince. It is true they have been fuffered to remain in 
poffeffton of thefe Eftates, and Governor Haldimand, in 1781, re
ceived from them an aveu et denombremenl, or declaration of the 
Eftates they poffeffed jn the Province, but under an exprefs guard 
that fuch reception fhould not injure the rights of the Crown, 
and without receiving them to Fealty and Homage, as we find 
from the Papers now before us, neither of which we conceive can 
be confidered as approbative or confirmative Acts; nor can the 
J efuits or any other perfons derive title or advantage from fuch 
circumftances under the prefent inquiry; on the contrary the le
nity and indulgence that has been £hewn fhould operate the o
ther way, and induce the Jefuits to look with gratitude to His 
Majefiy for the protection they have received, and produce a 
ready compliance on their part with His Majefty's wifhes, as well 
as the diligence of all perfons concerned in bringing this bufinefs 
to a conclufion. 

We conceive it does not need the aid of a Law to effect this 
purpofe, nor much difficulty legally to obtain the poffeffion of the 
J efuits' Eftatec; long fallen to and vefted in His Majesty by every 
Rule of Public or Private, Civil or National, Law and Practice. If 
a grant is made to Lord Amherfi: and his Heirs, it will be his 
Lordfhip's bufiness to make it effectual, or if a Poffeffion as well 
as Title is thought neceffary to be vefi:Ed in the Crown, there is 
nothing to hinder its being effected-Whatever fhould be your 
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Lord!hip's determinations respecting the Grant to be made or the 
Parts to be referved of the Efi:ates for Public ufes, we can enter
tain no doubt about carrying the wishes of Gover.1ment into le
gal execution under the prefent proceedings. 

All which nevertheless is humbly fubmitted to your Lord!hip's 
confideration. 

(Signed) 

Quebec, 18th May 1790 · 

ALEX. GRAY, Atty. Genl. 
J. WILLIAMS, Solr. Genl. 

[At the foot of the above Paper is the following Memorandum 
in the hand writing of the late Honorable J. A. Panet, Efquire.J 

TRANSLATION. 

Mr. Chandler, the twenty fifth June 1789 declared to Pan et 
in prefence of Meffrs. Coffin, Scott and Taschereau, that he had 
only written a Private letter to Mr. McGill, and that he Mr. 
Chandler had not fent to the Commiffioners by Mr. Lawe any 
Copy of the Motions or Refolutions of the 17th June l789.-l\1r. 
Lawe faid to Panet, in prefence of Mr. Taschereau before the 
Barracks the 25th June 1789, at one o'Clock, that he l\1r. Lawe, 
had left Quebec Thursday the 18th of June 1789, at four o'clock 
in the morning, and arrived at l\1:ontreal on Friday the 19th 
ditto at five o'Clock in the Evening.-That he left Montreal on 
Saturday the 20th of June at 
o'Clock and arrived at Quebec on Tuesday at two in the morning. 
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GE~ERAL ABSTRACT of the titles or the Estates that were of the late Order of Jesuits in the Province of Quebec. 
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Palts vested! 
~n His Ma· Observations. 
JCSty. 

l {1626 March lOth 
1 Statement 1637 J 1 r:t.h f h anuary ~ 

1
°,. 1

1 
e 1652 January 17th 

It es . I 1646 July 24th Thewholeof 

I Contents { • the Seignio-
of the ry as appears 

I Seigniory. tu us. Confirmedbythe 
I r This Seigniory was granted to the Fathers of French King to 

Seigllioty of I I the Company of Jesus a~d their successors, t.o be held in Mort· 
~OTRE D A- be by them held and enpyed for ever as then· main by General 

lME DES AN-~ I property infrarzc aleu, with all Seigniot'ial and Diploma 12th 
GEsorCHAR- 1 Feodal rights, on condition that appeals from May 1678 Ani• 
LESBOURG. I Motives & the decision of rhe Judges whom they shall cle 1. 

I comidera- ~ aopoint over the said Seigniory, shall be to the 

I tion. I High Steward of New France or his Lieute
nant at Quebec, in consideration of the ser-

1 

vices which they have rendered as well to the 
French Inhabitants as to the Indians of the I Conntry, v .. ·hich can never be sufficiently ack-

J l nowledged. 

~ 
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GENERAL ABSTRACT of the Titles of the Estates that were of the late Order of Jesuits in the Province of QnebPc, 
I . . - ~ Parts vested it. . 
Book & Page., I His Majesty. Observat10ns. 

1 1 Statement { 1647, April 16th 

I ofthe 1647, May 15th 
Title.s 1667, November 2d 

A- 34 

I Contents 1 The whole of 
I of the the Seigniory 
I Seigniory. as appears to 
I (This Seigniory was given to the Reverend Fa us, 
I' I thers of the Company of Jesus, to be held and 
I I enjoyed by them as their property and to have 
I I effect in the strongest terms, so that they 

Seigniory of I I should not be disturbed in any manner what-
ST. GABrtr- I I soever or by any person whomsoever, with al · 
EL or the ~ I advantages andprcrogativesaccruingthcrefrom, 
Two Lon.- i I conformably with the grant thereof made by 

.ETTES. I Motives & I the Company of ·New France, to wit, as a 
1 considera- ~ Seigniory and with a right to ltold Courts of 
1 tions. I J ustJce, subject to Fealty and Homage at 
J I each mutation of the pos ~ essor -lt was given 
f I to the said Revd. Fathers in consideration of 
{ I the great friendship which subsisted between 
1 I them and the Sieur Robert Giffard and his 
I I wife, and to the end of recompensing the said 
I I Reverend Fathers for the acceptable divers 
I I acts of kindness and services by them re't1d-.r 
~ led so the Donors. 

Confi1 med by the 
French King to 
be held in Mort
main by General 
Diploma, 12th 
May 1678, Ar
ticle 16. 
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GENERAL AB3TRACT of the Titles of the Estates that were of the late Order of Jesuits in the Province of Quebec. 

Book & Page I lt'ari~. ~~~sstectl Observations. 
Majesty. 

-------

A- 66 

1 Statement 1 · 
I of the 1699 October 23rd 
I Title. 
I Contents 1 · The whc,le o~ 
I of the the Seigniory 
I Seigniory. as appears to 
I f This Seigniory was granted to the Revd. Fathers Je- us. 

suits to hold and enjoy the same l>y them for ev<:r a~ 

I their property, with the same rights and privileges where-
1 with the said Lands had been given to the Sava~es by 

1 1 contract of the company of New France dated 15th 
· · f I March 1651, to wit, in franc aleu with all the seig-

SeJgmory 0 I nioral rights which the said Company of New France 
SILLERY. ~ had or claimed to have therein, together with the right 

I Motives & of fishing on th~ ~iver Saint Lawrence al~ng the front 
. of the lands so g1ven, to the total exclusiOn of every 

The right of 
High Justice or 
( Haute Justice} 
was taken from 
this Seigniory by 
an Ordinance of 
Mr. Randot, ln-I cons1dera- ~ other person not having th~ir permissiou, together with 

1 tion. 1 all the meadows, grass &c. along the said River and 

I 
some tiffiC.s-.('(5vered with the Tide and at other times 

_,tendant, dated 

I not so-and finally with aH the rights and privileges 
I I which a Seignior can have, together with the right of su-
I I perior mesne and infl"rior jurisdiction.-In considera-

1 I 
tion of the great spiritual and temporal aid afforded by 
the said Revd. Fathers Je!.uits to the Indians of that 

22d Oct. 1707. 

J 1 Country and of the enormous expense by them incur-
., } red in supporting the l1issions of the said Savages for 

J l 
whom they had purchased Lands in different places at a 
great expense. 

-
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IGENEHAI. ABSTRACT of the Titles of the Estates that were of thr late Order of Jesuits in the Province of Qut'bt'C, 

I P<utsvested 
Book & Page. in His Observations. 

Majefty. l f 1682 November 24th 
1684< April lLith 

. 1710 August 28th .. . I 1732 May 2d 
Statement~ 1732 May 24th 

of the 1733 January 22d 
I Titles. 11738 May 31st 0 I 1733 February 16th 

Seigniory I 17 40 January 2!)th The whole 
of BELAIR L 17 40 May 7th of the 

A- 66 or BoN- r 1743 February lst Seigniory as 
HOMME I Contents ! appears to 

l\foUNTAIN ~f t!te . ' us. I 

Setgmory. 
; 

. M t. & r This Seigniory was !)ought by the Revel. Fathcrs of 
0 ~ves 1 the Company of Jesus (with the right of superior I cOnSider•- ~ me,,. and ;nfedo• .lnriolkHon and that of hunHng 

• and tishmg within the limits thereof, subject to ft!alty 
I uons. I and homage) from some of the Descendants of Guil-

Jaume Bonhomme and other persons who had purcha-J lsed some parts thereof from other of his Descendants. 

~ ... -...,....'-::.~c -

--------~.--------



GENERAL ABSTRACT of the Titles of the Estates that were of the late Order of JeiUits in the Province of Quebec. 

Book & Page! 

A- 76 

I
Parts vested' 

in. His Observations. 
Majesty. 

( titatement { 
1 of the 1651 March 20th 
I Title. 
I Contents { N. B. By Diploma of 12th May 1678, Book A, 
I of the Page ~:3, Article 21.-This Grant was confirmed by 
I Seigniory • . the Kmg. 

Seigniory of I ( This Seigniory was given to the Rev d. Fathers of the
1The whole of 

CAP DE LA.~ 1 Company of Jesus in Canada fot· their Colleges and! the Sei-
M 

f I Houses, to be by them held in the same manner as the , · 
AGDELAI- I . said Lands were before that time poss~:"ssed by the Do- gmory as ap-

NE. I MotlVCS I nor. and to tnjoy and dispose of the same by the said~1 pears to US. 
, and consi- ) Fathers Jesuit.s and by their successors in New France 

. I as they shall think fitting for the advantage of the In I deranons. l dians converted to the Christian Faith, and to the end 
1 1 of contributing to the sub~istence of the Jesuits in the 

I I 
said Country-the whole conformable with and according 
to the Customs and Constitutions of the said Company 

l .._of Jesus without any Civil obligation. 



GENERAL ABsTRACT of the Titles of the Estates that \vere of the late Order of Jesuit& in the Province of Quebec 

Rook & Page.J 
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Seigniory of 
BATISCA~. 

1 1fa-~~: ~~:teul Maje3ty. _____ __;:_ 
Observations. 

Statement l . 
of the 1639 March 13th 
Title. 

{ 

N. B. The depth of this Seigniory seem& to have been 
erroneouslv stated in the original Titlt>, but it was af 

Contents terwards ij;,;ed at twenty leagues, by Title under the 
of the Letter E. No. z, by.~Mr. Duehc~>nt•au, lntendant _of 

'Seiglliory. New .!!'ranee, bea~ing date the .9th February 1676, and -. Confirmed by 
also St!med some ume after by l\'lr. Dupuy, lntendant.- h F h K 

LSee Book A. Page 82.. t e renc. lilg r This Seigniory was gtven to the ReYerend Father!> The whole to be held 10 
ofthe Company of Jesu'> settled in New France for f h S · M ·tmaio b 

I 
them and their successors to be held as an absolute Fief 0 

t e ei-
01 Y 

wtth right of Superior, l\. 1esne and·lnferior Jurisdiction gniory as ap- Diploma, 12th 
and subj~ct to ~ealty ~nd Homa.ge to the said' Jacque~ pears to us. May l67R, Ar-

' Delafertc and Ins He1rs, accordmg to the usages and · 1 2Qth 
. I custom~ of Fiefs in the ', . ..Prevote of Paris-~ubject also tiC e 

l\1 ot 1 ves I to the payment of a !:tilver cross ofthP value of ~ixty ~ols 
and con si- ~ at the end of (•very twenty years to the said Jacqu('!. De-

. laferte and his hetrs from the time that the !.aid Lands 
deratwns. I should be cultiv<~ted.-The said Lands to be possessed 

I 
by the said Fathers JcsuJts, appli('(! ot· assi~J;ed to the 
Indian~ orothL•rsbecoming Chri'>tiam, and in f,UCh man
ner as the said Fathers shall judge fit, so that the !.aid 
Lands shall not be taken out of their hands as long a<; 

I they shall think proper to hold and possess lhcm.-This 
l Seigniory was gtvcn for the love of God. 
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G ENEHAL Am,TRACT of the Titles of the Estates that were of the late Order of Jesuits in the Province of Quebec. 

Book & Page. I 
I 
Parts vest- ( 
ed in His 
l\lajesty. 

Observations. 

A- loo 

A- Io2. 

Island of St. 
CHRISTOPHER. 

Statement of the! 16.34 October 20th 
Title. 

Contents of the 
Island. 

Thi!! Island was given and granted unto the Reve
rend Fathers ofthe Company of Jesus in New France 
to be held by them in Franc Almoigne for ever as aiThe whole[ Confirmed by the 
Fief, with powor to gnnt tRe same or su€h parts of it as of the Is- King, 12th May 1678 

M f . d lthev shall think proper to Tenants, subject to Cens et Ren- land asap- Article 25. 
~ 0 ~~es ~~ con- tes,· but without being themselves subject to any charge pears to us 

si era 1005
• or condition whatsoever-In consideration of the zeal 

manifested, and the care taken, by the said Reverend 
Fathers, and the advantage which Religion had receiv
ed from them by the conversion and instruction of the 
Indians, which could not be sufficieRtly ackr1owledgcrl. 

[Statement Of ihell647 April 1st 
Title. 

Contents of the 
Seigniory. 

~Honble. .Pe
ter Panet, Esquire, 
informed Mr. Chand
ler by Letter of lath 

This Seigniory was given and granted to the Reli- April 1789, that he 
Seigniory of I giot:s Order of the Jesuits on condition that they should The whole wac: then holder of a 

LAPI.l.AIRIE DE send such persons as they should think proper to culti- of the Sei- Constitut on this Sei-
LA MAGDELAI- vate the Lands, and that the Donor should have a share gniory as giliory and the Jesu-

NE. Motives and ' con- in the advantages of(their prayers and holy sacrifices.- appears to its House in 1\Ion-
siderations. And in consideration of the assistance given by the said us. tt·eal, of 20.000 livres 

Religious Order to the Inhabitants of New France tournois, secured by 
and of the dangers to which they daily exposed them- mortgage thereon 
selves in brin~ing the Savages of the Country to the graHtcd by the lat~t 
knowledge of the true God. Rene Floquet Supe

rior ofthelate Order 
of Jesuitsat Montre~l 
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GE~ERAL AB<;TRACT of the Titles of the Estates that were of the late 

Book & Page., 

Order of Jesuits in the Province of Quebec. 

Parts vebtedl 
in !"fis Ma- Observations. 

JCSty. 

A- 152 

A- 154 

r StarementJ 

I of the 1638 March 20th 
Title. 

I 
Contents J 

of the The whole 
Island. . . . .. . )f the Island 

I ~le aux J ( Thts Island was gtven to the Reugwus Order of the 
RuAUX. 1 Jesuits and their succe;;sors for ever to feed the Cattle as appears t(. 

I I for tht>ir House, in consideration of their exposing us. 
1 Motives & their persons to the greatest possible dangttrs amongst 

· d J the Savages in labouring to bring them to the know-

1 

c.onst era- 1 ledge of the true God and to a civilized life, upon the 
tiOns. I sole condition that the said Jesuits should give an aveu 

I et dtmombrement to the Company of :New France with 

L l
a statement of the culture and amelioration of that Isl
and every twenty years. 

f 

Statement ( 
of the 116~8 March 20th 
Title. 

Contents { 
oft he 

Fief PAcHE- I Fief. 
RIGNY in the ~ r This Fief wasp:ranted to the Re~d. Fathers Jes~its 

f 

I 
M · to be by tht>m enJoyed for ever as thetr property accord-

Town 0 ottves f ing to the Custom of Paris.-It was givt>n them in con-
Three Rivers. ;;md con- .J stderation of the spiritual and temporal aid which they 

sidera- 1 daily gave to the Savagt•s of this Country, and of the 

L . L' great care they took and the enormous expense they in-
tiOllS. curred in supporting the Missions to the said SaYages. 

c:>~ t.lac -~~.it.Jea o£ L1.ac Estat.cs that ,_.v·e•c uc- 1..la c. L ... ,oc <=>•der -u-c Je uuit.s in t.he Ptovlncc of Quebec_ 
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GENER.Ar. ABSTltAC·r of the Titles of the Estates that were of the late Order of J~~uits in the Province of _Q-=-u~e_b_c_c_. -----

Book&' ' ' lPartsvt>!>tediniibl Ob t" 
Page. ' ' :\1ajesty. serva tons. 

fs f 'I' 1 {1634Fcbruary I5rh 

I 
tatement o the tt e. l6:i? Augu~t 29th 

Statement of transfers by{ 
the Jesuits to the Inha-

1 

bitants for a Common. 1648 August 15th 
Statement of Grants to{l650 June 9th 
theJesuitsin lieu ofthe I above transfers. 

475 

~15 

remained 160 
350 

510 I Pre!.ent contents of this} "'64 A 8 h 
Parcel. lu ugust t 

I . FaF j Statement of the Title. 1637 Augu~t 26th 
near the 

A-.158 Town of 
Thr~e Ri-~ vcrs. ( These th r<'e lots of grounchvcre g1,·cn and granted to 

' 

the Revel. Fathers of the Compa11y of Jel.us in com-

1 
memorntion of the assi!.tance \\hich they had given to 
the Company of New J<rance in the setthment of the 

I l 
Co.untry and in consideration of there !>till continuing 
daily to expose therr pe1 sons to all kind~ of dangers to 

I 
bnng the people of New France to the knowledge of 

1\J t" d "d \ tl .e true God and to civilize tlwm to have and enjoy the 

l 
0 tves - ~~ns.const era- sa!d J,and by th~ ~~id. Re,_d. l.'athers of _the Company 

ot Je&us and the1r SocH~ty for ever, as the1r propert~· uu-

\ 

der the Title of Seigniory in l\1ortmain, subject oHly to 
an acknowledgment to 1 he Company of New France to 

\ 

• be made once only, wtth exemption ever after from ma-

\ 

king it. The parts \1 hich they have had in Exchan~e 
from those \\ hich they have p:rven for the Commou h.-.vc 

l a1~o been ginn unto tla~m ~' ith the like Title of Scig-
lniory; 

\, 
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GENERAI. ABSTR..\CT of the 'fitlcs of the E-t1te~ that were of the late Order of Je;uits in the Province of Quebec. 

1 
., j Parts ve,ted in/ Book & Pagt- Lands held enfratlC alcu, en lloture and en arrzerc jif. His Majesty 

A - 168 Franc aleu, called 
Lil Yacherie, near 
Quebec. 

f 
1626, .March 10. 

Statement o 
9 tht: Titles. 1646• July -4. 

16527• January 17. 

Transfer from 1667 A 17, t <>g 
the Nuns. ' u.,.Is - ' 

~The whole of 
th1~ Land or 
lji·anc aleu as 

The.~e three Lots of Land being now joined togcther,t"PPt:ars to us. 
compose the Farm La Vacherie, occupied hy l\lr, Lynd, 
and the Lots whereupon buildings are ere<"ted on each 
side of the road leading from Quebec to the ' General 
Hospital, comprized within the boundaries of this piece 
of ground, which have been granted away to the hold-
ers thereof by the Order of the late Jesuit-;, containing 
73 11cres square, accorclmg to the last Survey whith has 
been made thereof by William Vondenvdd~n. 

Contents, 

Th& two first of these Lots were granted by the Re
verend Fathers of the Company of Jesus, to be held 

MotiYes and and enjoyed forever as their property, to enable them to 
C · d lea use to be embraced and cultivated the Catholic H.eli-
tlons. had no knowledge of the true Gcd, and to the end that 

the said Revd. Fathers of the Seciety and Company o 
Jesus might always be at hand, to make use of their ac. 
customed piety, industry, ~now ledge and experience. 

• 
01151 

era- gion by the Savages of New France. who until then] 

0 bservations • 

This Grant was con
firmed by the New 
France Company the 
15th January 1637. 
I 0 arpents of Land 
now callt:d La Vache
rie confirmt'd by the 
French King to bd 
held ir. Mortmain by 
General Diploma, 
12th May 1678, Art. 
2 & 4. 

, ... ~~;:~:~ f __ \ ~4t·t.'"":\i~jt:;::~.:' :) __ ~if.,,\ <>l.~Met~O.U<:u.-..•~ 
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Book & Page\ 

A -170 

Lands held en franc aleu, en Roture c! en arriere .fiif. !Parts vested inj 
1 His Majeety 

I 
I 
I 
! 
! 

Statement of [1739, October 20. 
Title. j 

Franc aleu rotw·ierl I 
in the Parish of St. 
Nicolas near Que-
bec on the south side 
of the River Saint I Contents. 
Lawrence. 

Motives and 
considera
tions. 

( This Lot of Land was conveyed to the said Reve-

l 
rend Fathers Jesuits to be by them enj@yed in full 
property, toget.h,er with the Cens et Rentes which r.hall',Thewhole asap-

! 
be due by the I enants from the date uf the convey- pears to us. 
ance, and all the rights which belong to the saia Se-

1 

minary without reserve, 111 consideration of the said 
Cession by the Jesuits made of all their rights and 

l clanns in the Island Jesus to the said Seminary. 

Observations 
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GtNERAL AnqR.AC'l' of thc ·Titles of the Eslates that werE' of the late Order of Jesuits in the ProYince of Quebec. 

B k & I ., 'Parts vested in I 0 . oo Page ' Lands held en fi"anc aleu, en Roture et en arrlere fief. H' 1\i · t hservatwns. 
• IS 8JCS Y· 

Land en ?'Oture, at Statement of 1648, August l. · , ~ 
Point Levy, in the Title. 

17-i: lse1gnioryof Lauzon Content~. · 
on the south side of ( It was given on condition that the said Fathers o 
the River St. Law- ~ . . I the Company of Jesus would cause it to be clean'!d 
rence, opposite J: iot~~e~ and ~ and cultivated, and that the Jesuitc; $houiJ hold it in Tl h 

1 Q.uebec. ~-onst era- ,l 'simple Roture and subject to such other conditions as Jew 0 e asap-
lons. · the Companv of New France should think proper'to pears to us. 

1 impose. · 
Land held in Franc! statement of 

·-1 17-i I.Almoig_n~ ~nd pure 11Title. 
roture JOmmg the Contents. 
above. f This Lot of Land was given to the Reverend Fa-

. thers of the ComDany of J~sus, to be held in Franc The h 1 Continned by the 
Mot~ves and Almoigne and simple Roture, without any other con- w 0 e as~p- Fren.ch Ki.ng to. be ~ 
c_onsldera- dition than that of clearing the Lands and furnishing

1

1P"" 10 "'· h•ld m M"'""'" by 
twns. ~ the necessary Highways, in consider11tion that the General D1ploma 12th 

I 
said Reverend Fathers of the Company of Jesus have May 1678, Art. 13, 14, 
evinced their des1re to make every effort for providing 15. 
spiritual assistance to the J nhabitants of the said Sei-

.Ar,.f.ere Fief at 1 1 , Lgnior~. 
lH IPointe Levy joming St_atement of,l653, November 15. 

the preceding. Title. 
Contents. ( This Land was conveyed to the Revrrend Fathers, 

11 I to be by them and their successors hl•ld for ever in1The whole a<; ap-
1 :\1otives and . 1\fortmain, with aJl the rights which the Said Sl'ignior!pears tO US. 

considera- < had therein, except that of holding Courts of J u s1 ice, 
tions. lfo: a. nd in cons!deration o~ the sum of One Thousand 

I 
Lin-es then paid by the saJd Revd. Father rran<;ois 

. Land en R oture I de ::.\lercier to the said .Mr. De Lauzon. 
joinin~ the rear of ' 

l74 /the two preceding at Statement ofjl676, January 20. 
Pointe Levy. Title. · 

" 

!:=~~~ - .... : J> .. ~:.l _ ·- --- ~- \I.,1a~~':_<!_t_~n Obser~ 
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GENERAL A BSTRAC't of the Titles of the Estates that were of the late Order of Jesuits in the Province of Quebec. 

Lands held in enfmnc aleu, en Roture et en arriereJieJ. I Parts vested in I Observations. 
H1s Majesty. 

Land en RotuTe 
joining the rear of 
the two preceding at 
Point Levi. 

'Motivrs and 
consid era .. 
tions. 

( This Land wns given to the Revel. Fathe1· Da-

l
blon, to be holden b.v him and his Successors and As
signs for ever, paying aunually eleven sols as rent and 
eleven farthings as cws to the proprietor of the said 

l l<ief, and on condition of sending all the grain coming 
from the said Land, to be p:roun·l at the Banal l\lill 

I 
of the ~aid Seigniory I" hen there shall be one, and pay 
the toll thereof. At the foot of th is Contract ap
pears another Contract passed before the same NOJa
ry, dated 29th Septt-mber 1676, between the said 1\lr. 

I 
de la 1\Iartiniere, as Tutor of the Minors Lauzon, on I Confirmed by the 
the one part, and the H.cvd. Father William Mathieu, .French King to be 
Priest of the said Hcligious Orrler of the J£>suits, and 

1
The whole asap- held in .Mortrnain by 

~ Agent for the temporal affairs .of the Missions of the lpears to us. General Uiploma 

I 
Company of Jesus of the Col:ege of Quebec, import- 12th May 1678, Art 
ing t .• at although it be stated 111 the preceding Con- 27. 
tract that the said Fatlwrs Jesuits were bound and ob-

l
liged to st'nd all the grain, which should bl' raised up
on the Land thL' i1 granted by 1\J r de la 1\Iartiniere, to 
the Banal Mill of the said Seigniory as above ml'n-

1 

tioned, thl' tl'llth was that at that time it was under
stood, as it still is, that it was only in respect of such 
part as should be consumed upon the said Lanrl, and 

1 

that the sa1d Fathers of the Company of Jesus, should 
be at liberty to di spose of the remainder of the said 
graio, in such manner a~ they should thipk 11roper, 

lany other Contract notwithstanding. 
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GENERAL Al!STR.ACT of the Titles of the Estates that were of the late Order of Jesuits in the Province of Quebec. 

Book & Observations. P 
I 

L 1 +: ., n+' I Lands vested in I 
age ands he d en Jranc aleu, en Roture et en arnere fi!J· His Majesty. 

'-----

A- 178 

::)tateml.'nt of 1656, July I. I ' 
Title. c t t Confirmed by the' 

Franc alen en Ro-j on en 5
' ( This Ground was given to the said Revd. Fathers, French King to be 

ture u 1'adoussac. l\IotivPs and I t.o be by them, th!:'ir .~urccssors and. :\ssif!;ns cnjoy~d The whole asap-- ·held in Mor:tmain by 
considera- ~ tor ever, wllhout any mcumbr~nce, m .t he mtentwn of pears to us. /General Dtploma 12th 
tions. ler.ecting a Chapel and such other buildings as they l\lay 1678, Art. !i. 

---------'-------· shou}d think necessa.!)'· -. -"·~~·----------=-------------
GENERAL ABsTRACT of the Titles of the Est.ttes that were of' the late Ordet• of Jesuits in the P.·ovince of- Quebec. 

Book & Page I Lands held en Franc. aleu, en Rotw·e et en arriere ji<j. I Lands vested in I 
Hls l\lajesty. 

Observations. 

A -180 

A -180 

-----------------
I 

Statement of { 1637, 1\Iarch IS; 
Tttle. I 1652, January 17. 

Contents. 

Transfer. 

Franc ale?t i '·I e' l.l\lotivcs and 
Upper Town of lconsirlera-

ruobec. """' 

1646, July 24. 

( This is the Original Concession made to the Revd. 

I 
Fathers of the Company of Jesus and their Succes
sors for ever, to hold and enjoy the same in full pro
perty, to builcl their College, Seminary, Church, and 

~ Lodgin~s and Appurtenances, without any other 

l
charge than that of holdin~ the said Ground as well as 
their Successors fi-om the Company of New l<'rauce, & 
to comprize in the aveu et dthzombrement, which they 
are bound to furnish to the said Com1•any of New 

The whole asap- \Six arpents only con
pears to us-viz. firmed by the French 
6 arpents 42 King to be held in 
perches. Mo1·tnwin by General 

Diploma, 12th May 
1678, Art. 3. 

·__: ·· ~.._- :-:.:.__: ·.:.::.:-:.~:.:: __ ::..: .. :..::.: .. -~~ - -- - -·· . ··- ·-·-- --- ~--- -~ - . ____ ,._ ... · ·· -~- ... ----~·····:· ______ _ 
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GENE RAT, Ans'.RACT of the Titles of the Estates that were of the late Order of Jesuits in the Province of Q.uebec. 

Book & Page I 

A -180 

I 

Lands held en Franc aleu, en Roture et en arriere .fiif. 

' 

Parts vested in I 
II is Majesty. 

Obiervations. 

Franc aleu in the 
Upper Town of 
Quebec. 

I r I<' ranee for the othl'r Lands, which have been hereto
fore granted by the General A'sembly of the said 1 

Company of New FrancE', the 15th January then next 
la~t past. But by the Grant to them made by Mr. 
De Lauzon, Go~ernor of this Country, this Lot was 
given to the Revd. Fathers of the Company of Jesus, 
to be held in Mortroain without any othu condition 
nor charge. The motives and consideration expres
sed in this Contract are in these terms: (after having 
mentioned two other objects, that is to say, Charles
bourg and La Vacherie, which !lad been granted by 
the Company of New France, and which are also 
confirmed and granted by this Contract) twelve ar
pents for the Lot of their College. We have seen 

Motives and I I the &aid Grants, &c. putting into possession, nnd I The whole asap-
considera- ~ boundaries fixed so far b11ck as the 24th July 1646, pears to us-v1z. 
tions. I and 16th July 164.8, and having taken into considera- 6 arpents42 

tion that the services which the said Revd. Fathers Je- perches. 
suits render in the country, as well to the French ln-

1 

habitants as to the Savages, cannot be too highly ac
knowledged, having down to the present time employ
ed themselves at the ri5k of their lives in the conver-

1 

sion of the Savages, even contributed powerfully to 
the settlement of the Colony, exercising daily chari 
tv, as well to the French Inhabitants as to the Sa-

l
yages, and moreover that by their ConstitutiOn they 

I 
cannot accept any foundation which obliges them to 
any charges other than those, to which according to 

I 
their Institution and their Vows they voluntarily bind 

\ 

thL>mselves, and of which they acquit themselves so 
worthily, that it is not just to compel them to it nor 

l civil to stipulate it from them. 

Six arpents only con
firmed by the French 
King to be held in 
Mortmain by General 
Diploma, 12th May 
1678, Art. :;. 
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GENER..U ABSTR.ACT of the Titles ofthe E;tates that were of tht late Order ·of Jesuits in the PrOVIIlCC of Qucbcr. 

Observation~ 13 & p I L d h ld F ., I Parts vested ;~ I ook 11gl' an s e en ranc alw, en Roture et en _arrter~.fief. I lis l\Iajc~.ty. 

- • ·Statement of 1663 February 19th. .--------

A -182 

Title. 
Content&. '( On condition that the said Je~uits should . pay in 

. I future thf' Cens and Relttes to which the said lot w11~~The whole asap 
Motives and ~ liable to the Company of New France, and also fo i pear;. to us. 
c_on ~Jdera- land in consideration oft he sum of one hundred Livre~ 
uons. Turnois, which were then paid by the said Jesuits. 

Statement of 
Title. 
Contents. 

Lands en Roturc inll\.1otives and 
h~ Upper Town of consJdera-

Q.uebec. tuoos. 

Transfer. 

1664 Septr. 3d. 

( To be by the said Revd. Fathers Je~uits their Suc-
1 ces<ors and A ~signs, held and enjoyed subject to such I Rents and Cens, as might thence-l'orw,ud be due to 
~ the said Company of New- France, and on condition,The whole asap 

I 
of the sum of two hundred Livres Tournois, which thP ,cars to us. 
~aid Wirlow i\lac:ut, had reeeivtd from the Revd. 

L 
Father Claude Dablon, in the presence of the said 
Notary. 

N. B.-These four last Arpens were taken from thr 
Jesuits in 1712, by Mr. De Bcaucour, theu Engineer 
in this Country, and the Royal Redoubt was bUJit there
upon in that year and the remainder used as a Par~de. 

1771 May 1st. . 

N. B.-There is a manifest contradiction in this Con
tract, to wit: in one part it fixes the boundary which 
was to separate the grounds of the parties for ever-be
ginning at the corner of St. A nne Street, and running 
in a parallel line (without saying to what Line) and 

Confirmed by the 
French K111g by Gene
ral Diplouw H!th May 
167~. Art. 6, to be hel:l 
m Jfo,·tmain. 

Confirmf'd by the 
French King to be held 
.n Jforlm11in by Gene
ral Disploma 12th i\lay 
!678, Art. 7. 

Query. Had the late 
Order of Jesuits a righ 
to make this Transftr. 
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GENERAL ABsTRACT of the Titles of the Estates that were of the late Or~er of Jesuits in the Province of Quebec. 

I Book & Page I Lands held en Franc aleu, en Roture et en arriere fief I Parts vested in 
His Majesty. 

A- 182 
Lands en Rotur~ in 
the Upper Town 0 [1Transf1.•r. 
Quebec. 

I 

terminating at the other tnd by a line which crm.ses it 
running in the same direction as the Dauphin Barracks 
(without expressmg to which side or to what part, 
whether in the front or the depth) in another part it fixes 
the line of separation, to wit : that the Garden Wall oJ 
the Jesuits and the Street along it shall for the future be 
for ever considered as separating the ground of the par
ties. 

1788 April 24th. 

N. B.-The first of the Contracts fixes the line in 
front of the Ground assigned to the Nuns by the Jesuits, 
beginning at th• corner of St. Anne StrePt, 'hbere the 
North Ea!-ttern Boundary Line of the Nuns' Ground 
intersects the said Street, ami thence running in a line 
parallel to a !me which runs in the same direction as the 
Dauphin Barracks: whilst the liecond contract fixes the 
Boundary line, begmning from tht• sllid Point in St. 
Anne Street, alon~ the said Street, as it runs in thel 
same direction with the Southern Gable end of the 
Dauphin Earracks, and thence to the Walls and forti
fic~otions of the City, and that the land situate on each 
~ide of that street, from the said tir~t Point in St. An ne 
Street to the 'V ails of the fortificatiOns, shall belong on 
the one side to the said Nuns and on the other side to 
the Jesuits for ever and in full property, mutually re
nouncing all claims to the Grants and s .. Ie which they 
mip.:ht have made.-I~ is J11.'Ces~ary here to observe that 
by thQ first Contract no changes were to be made, & the 
said first Contract terminated the line of separation by 
;1n intersection of the ~aid line running to the Dauphin's 
.Barracks, which would have been only a small !!pace of 

Observations. 

Query: Had the late 
Order of Jesuits a right 
to make this Transfer? 
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' I P ·n·t,; \'C<;ted in I 
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A- 182 
Lands en Rotw·e it 
the Upper Town of! Transfers. 
Quebec. 

'

Ground. '~hibt the last Deed comprises a t1l}H.:h mor~· 
ron~iclerohle extent of (;round.-lt is ncccssnry abo to 

'

remark th:1t the two Arpem of Land bought IJy tl1e 
.Jesuits from Guillautnl' Cooillard and his wifl', nnd 
:he two othct·arp<'tJ~ acquired hy them from the \Viclow 
!\lacart, were adjoitdngon one ~ide to the enclomre of 
the Je5uits, and on the other to that. of the Ur~ulines, 
and that the ~aid Jesuits haYin~ held and enjoyecltlw 
two first mentionl·d Arpens fi·om 1667, and the tv;o 
ot!wrs from 1664, with out any int<'rruption or claim 
on the part of the Crsuline~ to the year l7l Z, when j\1. 
De Benucour En;!incer, took the said four Arjlens, 
with the intention of rrccting thereupon the Hoyal Hc
doul>t, which wa~ there urctni in the s~:me year, and the 
remainder was left for a Parade in front of the su1d He
doubt-Father Glapion informed l\lr. Chandler a few 
days a:ro that the four Arpens thus taken by the said I 
Engineer in 1712. were tlw same \\h1eh had been pur
chast•d by the Je5uits in dif!erl'llt parcels in the years J 

I 661 and J G67, from the said Couillard and hiswife, and 
tJ1e smd Widow l\Iacart, and in truth they must be 
the samE.' beC/lllSe the Jesuits have never pos~e~sed other 
lands in that nei:rhbourhoocl joining in part their enclo
sme and in part that of the Grsulines.-Thus those lands 
by them sole! did not brlong unto them, and have not 
been in the1r possession since l7I2, when they W<.!re as 
afore~aid taken for the use of the King of whom they 
became the property and then fell to the King of Great 
Britain by the treaty of Peace of 1763, & there are the 
stronge~t reasons to doubt whether the Ground lyin,:r br-
twern the said Redoubt and the \V a ll of the Fortifications 
between St. John ahd St. Louis Stn•ets, which was so 
given by the .Jesuits to the Ursulines by the Deed of 
c9mpromise 9f the 24th Aprill788, cv~r belongl'd to the 

I 
I 
I 
I 
Query: Had tht! late 

10rrlcr ol' Jc~uits nny 
:j·ight to make th is 
r·,,n,f<>? 
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GENEEAL AnsTRACT of the Titles of the Estate!'> that were of the late Order of Jesuits in the Province of Qu~bec. 

~ . V - IS <lJCS!y. 
Observations. Book & Pa~re I Lands held en Fra11c aleu, en Roture et en m·riere fi!'f. I Plalrts 1\vlcs~ed in I 

------------;-----------------------------------------------------------------------,------------~·-------------------

J, 1.Jesuits.-That on the contrary there is e .•ery kind o!" 
reason to presume that the Ground comprised within/ I fiar! the late O .-dcr of 
the lines described in thcsaid l_)ecdofcompromise,that .Jewitsa right to make 

Land en Roturc in ' 1•s to say, the enclosure of the Ursulmes on th<· this Tramfcr? 
A - 182 lthe Upper Town of Transfer. one side, anrl a line r11nning in the direction of 

Quebec. j1667, l\1ay 9, the Southern Gable End of the Itoyal Redoubt, which 
was then used as a Prison, is now and alwavs has been 
the Propt>rty and in the Possession of the Crown , that i~ 
to say, the pattofthe said Ground which extends from the 
S'lid Royal Redoubt to the Wails of the Fortifications ot 
the City, be:ween St. Louis and St. John's Gates, bl?
came the only Grounrl in that neighbourhoorl which if. 
found to have belonged to the J e~uits, by contract<; ei-
ther in t~e Archives or in the H.Pgi~ters of th~ Pmvince, I'I;hc whole !Is ap-,Confirmcll by th~ 
arc the mght Arpcns Squl\re whu.:h they outamed by the pears to us. French King by Grn<'-
Exchangeofthe9th l\Iay 1667, from i\JaricGuillement ral Diplo:-na 12th May 
H. bert, ·widow of Guillaurne Couillard, extending in 11678, Art. 8'. 
front (accorrling to the avcn et denombrement, by tbem 
given in 1733) from the piece of Ground m-t-hem grant. 
ed bv the Company of New France, which is situatrd 
out of theirenclo~tire to wit, from St. Stani~la.us Street, 

1
to the corner of the lot of l\lr. Poncet, which is of con-
l' idrrablt> rxtcnt, it cannot therd\lrc be cxtent!t·rl farj 
enough in the rl.'ar to form the said eight Arpents in 
lsuperficies-lt is besides to be observed, that the two

1 

!Deeds of compromise are not only contrary the one to ' 
the other a<; to the limits. bounds, apd quantity of land, 
but that each of these Deeds contradicts itself~ 
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GEN11R..\.L A B'>lR.\CT of the T itles of the E~tatcs tllat \\WC of the late Order of J csuits in the Pr·ovince of Quebec. 

Book & Page f Lands held en Franc alcu, elL Rotw·e et en arriere fifj: I Parts vested in I 
His Majesty. Observations. 

A- IS2 

A- 182 

A- 182 

A- 182 

Lands en Rolure in 
the Upper Town of 
Quebc.t·. 

Franc aleu in the 
Upper Town of 
Quebec. 

Contents. r 
This landwas-assigncd .by the saJC1 W"idow of Guil.

laume Couiilard, to the said Renl. Father Dablon, 
for the said Revd . .Fathers Jesuits, to be by them the1r 

I Succes'>Ors and As~ign'> hdd and enjoyed and to bl' · I ·by them di10po~ed of ac; they !.hould think proper, in 
l\Iot~ves and I Exchan•re fora farm of two Arpens in front by thirtv 
c.onsJdera- ~ Arpens in depth in the Seigpiory of Notre Dame, The who!l.' a'! ap-
110115· I des Anges, having its front on the River St. Char- pears to us. 

lies, which they this day bought from Pierre Pel!e . 

l
rin de St. Aimant and Louise Amoreau his wife, the 
two parties binding themselves respectively to pay 

. from this day the Cens et Rentes, and Seignioral 
Statement o~ dues to which the exchanged Lots of Land are liable. 
Title. 1665 Apnl 21st. 
Contents. This lot was granted to the Revd. Fathers and th~ir 

. Succe~sors for ever as their entire Property, to en- The whole as a _ 
:\JotJves and flarue their Church or build a new one on condition! p 
Consl.dcl·a h '"' ·r 1 . ' C pears to us. . · I owever that 1 they shou d blllld a new hurch they 
' JOns. · ' llwould leave a road of sixteen ft'et a_l ong 10uch ncwj 

Church. 
&a~mcnton ' 
Title. 
Contents. 

1666 ~1ay 8th. 

Confirmed by the 
French King to be held 
in Mortmain by Gene
ral Diploma 12th .i\lay 
1678, Art. 8. 

Confirmed by the Ql 
French King to be held 
in :J[ortrnain by Gene-
ral Diploma 12th May 
1678, Art. 1 I. 

/
Confirmed bv the 

Franc nleu, in the I Motives and I r This lot was given to the ReveL FatbPrs Jesuits F rench Kmg to be held 
Upper Town of considera- to be hel_d and. enjoyed by them and their . Suc_ccssors The ,whole asap- in M·m·tmain by Gene-
Quebec. tions. ~ and A~s1gns for tver, to enlarge the public H1g-hway pear:s to us. /raJ Diploma 12th May 

I along the Church, which it was their intmtion to ,1678, Art. 9. 
· 1 l build in that place. 

I
J.,ands en Rnl!tre m Statement of 1668 Ma 14th. 
the Suburbs of Que- Title. y 

1bec, outside Palace ' Contents. 

1
Gatc. j 
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Book & Page., 

A- 182 

A ..-.. 184 

Lands in Rotu
er in the Su
burbs of Que
bec, outside Pa
lace Gate. 

Lands en Ro
tut'e in the Up. 
per Town of 
Quebec. 

Motives and 
considerations. 

Statemelit of 
Title. 

Thi~ ground was ~old tu the saul Jesuits of the Col 
lege of Quebec their successors and assigns, to be held, 
enjoyed and disposed ofal:> they should think fit, on con
dition of paying from the day ·of the 51llt! an annual 
rent of five livres four sols iu money, two live Capons 
and s1xteen f;trthings for cens, wherewith the said ground 
was charged in favour of the ·Widow Couillard, and for 
and in consideration of the sum of four hundred Jivres 
Tourhois paid to the said Hajeot and his wife by the 
said Jesuits. 

By a contract passed before the said Notary between 
the Jesuits and the Widow Couillard, she agreed to 
extinguish the said rent of five livres, four sols and two 
live Capons, which they wet·e to pay her according to 
the said Contract in consideration of a sum of two hun
dred Jivres Tournois which they paid her in presence of 
the said Notary. 

1680 June 8th. 

This ground was sold to the Revd. Fathers of the 
Company of Jesuits of the Co!kge of Quebec, to be 

Contents. I held and enjoyed by them their successors and assi~o<ns, 
and disposad of in such manner as they should pl~ase 
subject to such cens as it may be liable to, payable at the 
Domain of Quebec, for ana in consideration of the 
~urn of three hundred and ten livres which the vendor 

M~tives ~nd !acknowledged to have received before the execution ofi 
constderatlOOit. the contract. N. B. By contract passed before the 

same Notary on the said 8th day of June 1680, Fl'an
c;oise Duquet Widow of the said Olivier .l\1orel de la 
Durantaie, agreed to and ratified the sale made by l1cr 
said husband. 

Statement of 
Tittle. 1691 Octobrr 1st. 

I
· fans vested in l Observations. 

His Maje:lty. I 

Confirmed 
The whole as jby the French 
appears to us. King to be held 

in mortmain by 
D iploma 12th. 
May 1678, art. 
9. 

The whole as 
appears to us. 
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GENERAL ABSTR-ACT of the Titles of the Estates that were uf the late Otdcr of Jeanits in the Province of Quebec. 

Book & Page/ 

A- 184 

A.,...,.. 184 

A- 184 

1 Motives and This ground was sold to the Rev. Fathers of the Com-
Lands in Ro- considerations. pany of Jesus, to hold and enjoy, do with and rl1spose 

ttu·e in the Up-~ t~ereof in futu~e as their property for ~.nd ir~ consider<t-
er Town of twn of_ 350 hvres and fiftl'C!n !>Ols m _com by them 

~uebec. th~n pald to the vendor" a~ avpcurs by this contract, 

Lands in Ro
ture conceded 

Statement of 
Title. 

Contents. 

by the Fabrique1 1\f otives and 
of the Parish ofj considerations. 
Quebec. 

Statement of 
Title. 

Contents. 

Motives and 
considerations. 

1661 J unc 10. 

This ground was gran tl'd for & in consid~ration of an 
annual rent of two sots for every perch payable by the 
Rev. Fathers the Jesuits to the Fabrique of the Parish 
of Quebee, making the sum of seven Jivrrs of annual 
ground rent not redeemable, and one sol for e"ery 
perch because that ground falls into 1\1ortmain so that 
it cannot produ~e mutation fines (Lodsct Venles) the 
whole making ten livres ten sols. 

1663 Jany. 27. 

This ground was granted to the Rev. Fathers the Je~ 
suits charged with two sols of ground rent not redeem
able, for every perch, and one sol for every perch in con. 
sideration of its falling into that 1\lortmain, and conse
quently not producing any mutation fines (lods et 
ventes) making in the whole four Iivres, four coppers 
payable annually by the said Revd. Fathers the Je:.uit~ 
to thll Fabrique of the Parish of Q1.1ebec, 

Statement of 1 1666 .:\f'!Y 1~. 
Title. 

I 
Pat t vested in I 
His Majesty. 

The whole as 
appears to us. 

The who~e as 
appears to us. 

0 bserva tion s. 
;-----------
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GENERAL A.ssTRACT of the Title of the Estates that were of the late 0. der of Jesuits in the Province of Quebec. 

Book & Page I Contont< 

A-184.· 

A -178 

Lands en Ro
ture conceded 
by the Fabri que 
of the Parish of 
Quebec. 

Lands en Ro-

To enjoy do with and dispose of by th~ said Revd. 
Fathers Jesuits in the manner they shaH think most 

. proper, subject to the payment of an annual ground 
Mo~tvcs a.nd \rent not redeemable of two sols for every perch, and one 

constderattons. sol for every perch in consideration that the said ground 
falls into Mortmain, and cannot produce any mutation 
fines, the whole making a rent of thirty-tbrea sols aud 
eleven farthings annually payable by th& said Jesuits to 
the said Fabrique of the Parish of Quebec. 

Statement of ' 
the Title. 
Contents. 

1651, June 5. 

tttre in the I Mottves and 
Town of Three considerations. 
Rivers. 

To be enjoyed by the said Revd. Fathers Jesuits and 
thetr a!!signs for ever in pure Roture on conditton that 
they will build thereupon, and enclose as well it as their 
Village, with good picket11 in such manner as shall be 
ordered by the Governor of this Country within one 
year from the date of the grllnt, which in default there
of was to be null, and further that they would cause this 
grant to be confirmed by the Company. 

N. B. It does not appear by any paper that the con
ditions of this Contract were ever fulfilled, nor that it 
was ever confirmed, and Mr. Coffin, one of the Com
missioners has never been able notwithstanding all his 
researches on the subject to o)Jtain any light respecting 
this arpent en Rvture, but he found in the place point
ed ont by the contra\t a space of vacant ground and a 
~quare opposite the Church Notre Dame, which he was 
told belonged to the King, and a piece of ground in 
the possession of John l\1' Phcrson, containing 7070 feet 
held by the Jesuits by several of his predecessors from 
time immemorial !Subject to one livre ten sols ef cens et 
'-rentes. 

I Parts ves~ed in I Observations. 
His Majesty. 

The whole as 
appears to us. 
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GENERAL ABSTRACT of the Tides of the Estates that were of the hte Order of Jesuits in the Province of Quebec 

I 

'

Pans ve~ted Ill~ . Book & Page. H' M . Observations. 
IS .a.JeSty. 

------ Statement of t t 

A- 196 
Lands en Ro
lw·e in and near 
the City of 
Montreal. 

the Title. 
No. 1. 

Contents. 

Contents. No. 2. 

Statement of 
tran~fer. ji i64 l\lay 5. 

Contents, 

Statement of 
the Title. 

Contents, 
Sratement of 
the Tranfer. 

Statement of 
the Title. 

Contents. 
Statement of 

the Title. 
Contents. 

Stat!lmPnt of 
the Title,. 

No. 3. 

No. 4, 

No. "'' 

Arpents. 
4 
4 

8 

Perches. 
11 
1~ 

0 

50 

0 

Feet. 
276 j These 4 arpents 11 
276 Perch~s 276 feet 

ali appears to us. 
These arpent:; as 

o jfilr as they relate 
to the Little River 
as appears to us, 
the remainder ha~ 
ving been trans- Query. 
fen·ed l>v the Je- Had the Jesuits a 
suits in 1'764. right to make this 

0 1 These 2 arpent~, Transaction at the 
-?0 perches as ap- time it was made? 

0 I pears to us, 
This one arpent as 
appears to us, 

Query. 
Had the Jesuits a 
right to make this 
Transport at the 
\ime it was made? 

Query. 
Hadthe Jesuits a 
right to make this 
Transfer at the 
time it was made/ 

-- ~ ..... ........... ~ · - ... -- -- --··..- •• .- · "''· ·~ .......... ~ ..... ~-. • • • , .• ~ ·· · - ........ - •.. "-"-· • .... -.,~ ............. . _ ~·· ~ .... ~'-.,C'<e:-
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GE~ERAL ABsTRACT of the '1'itles of the Estates that were of the ldte Order of Jesuits in the Province of Quebec 

I I Parts v~:sted in' . 
Book & Page H' M . t Observations. IS ajeS y. 
------ Arpcnb. Perches. Feet. 

A --- 196 

Statement of 
the Title. 
Contents. 

Lan·ls in Ro
ture in and near 
rhe City of ~Motives and 
i\lontrcal. considerations. 

No. 6. 

These 47 Perches 
47, 272,'272 feet as ap1~ears 

to us. 

111ese several pi£>ces of gmund No. 1 to 6, were sold 
to the said Revd: Father, Claude Dablon, Superior, pf 
the Rev d. Fathers of the company of Jesus, settled at 
Quebec in his said quality of Super1or, and his assigns, 
to be by them held and t•njoyed in such manner as they 
should think proper, subject to fifty-eight sols aunually, 
towards the Seigniors of the Island of Montr<>al, and 
other charges, for which the said lands are liable accord
ing to their respective Title Deeds, a~; to an annual 
rent of fifty livres ninet£>en coppers, to which the said 
lands, were subjt.ct m .avour of the Fabrique of l\lontreal 
for the ke_eping up of a oe,rpetuallamp ; the vendors 
bound themselves to purc!d~ that rent and furnish a 
discharge tht:refrom to the Rev. Father Dablon, at 
the period of the last payment to be made of the price 
of the . said piece of grounci,-These lands were sold 
for and in considemtwn of the sum of 8200 livres where
of 4200 were paid at the time of tht' pas~mg of the 
contract and the 01 her 4000 Jivres payable before the 
departure of the ships in the following year, acquittance 
f,->r which sum was al~o given by the vendors the 20th 
St.>ptember 1692 by a Deed pas:wrl before Baset, Nota
ry, and the Rev. Fatht•r Vaillant by the said Instru
ment acknowledges to have received a contract passed 

Query continued. 
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lG£KEHAI, ABSTRACT of the 1itles of the Estates that were of the late OnJer of Jesuits in the Proviuc~ of Quebec·. 

/Book & Page I 

A -196 

~ 

Lands in Ro
!ure in and near 
the City of 
Jlontreal. 

Motives and 
considerations. 

betore Adhemar:-Notarv, tlw 13th u(thc stmc month 
which rli•chargcs the sail Lands for ever from the s~ud 
rent of ,1;0 lines 19 sols wbcrewllh they were chargNl 
for the keeping up of a l,tmp. 

The three lots of grouud abo\'e conveyed by the 
Revd. Father Floquet were sold subject to cens <$:' rentes 
and other SeigniOJial dues payable to the Seigniory of 
the Island of l\Jontreal. and for · and in con 5ideration of 
the sum of 3000 Evrcs which he acknowlcdg~s to have 
received from the said Chas. Po es~is Belair, provided 
that he the said purchaser should pay an annual rent or 
annuity of five hundr~d livres to the Brother& .Father 
Gournny, Jesuit, residing in the community of Jesuits 
in the Town of Montreal during the life of the said 
Father Gournay, the said annuity to cease and be ex
tinguished from the moment of his death. nhich hap
pen ed in December 1767. 

N. B. The grounds belong ing to the Je<- uits at 
Montreal consist in three aqJent::. 68 perches and a third 
in 5Uperficies enclosed by a wal l, and on winch arc 
erected thl'ir Church, Chapel, Ilousc-s and OfLces, as 
they are de~ignated upon the plan between the lette r;; 
A, D, C, D, E, F, G-two house lots adjoining the 
~vest·ern extremity of them enclosed, one dotto adjoin
mg the north eastern an ~rle ( thesR three hou~e lots are 
colored blue upon the Pla n and one vacant lot adjoin
ing the last.) The remaindft' consists in part of the 
ground occupied by the Walls and Fortifications, and 
the Charnp de J.lcl1's or Parade situated between the 
said ·walls and the enclosure of the Jesuits, and the re
mainder outside of the "'Walls and Fortifications of the 
Town, and thence running backwards in part to the 
line, H, L, t\\O arpents, and in part to the line run-

I Parts 'eHe<l 11 I 
His Majesty. Ob,;ervations. 

~~ · · .-. -- ... ~ - · .._ , r • .. t• C>' • at.ll .. ,• .._ .. a - ·o.t> c">" ..L·-,... ot..~•'- c..J"•~ ..._,, ,. ~,_ · -.-... .. . . .... ... ~ - •- •~ .. - , • •• .- <-> • · "'- • • .. . ._ .• -• ..-- .... ·• - ..... .._ -. ... _. .- · .~"•••..; ::. .,. .. ..;-..t. ~'--•<-~-'\.~ ...,;:~ 
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' GeNt:RAL AnsrrtACT of the Tttles of the l£stutes that were of the late Order of Jesuits in the Province of Quebec. 

Book & Page I 

. 

Statement of 
the Title. 
Contents. 

Lands in (ran_c\Motivcs a~d 
A - 192 lnleu at Mmtms. consideratwhs. 

l j 

I ning on the briuk of the Little River desjonds one ar. 
pent. 

j 1681 May 24. 

To be held and enjoyed by the said Pierre Dublon 
and others, Mi~sionaries, and their successors and as
signs for ever as their property, withr>Ut paying any 
charge or indemnity to His Majesty or his succes .. or, 
to build a Chapel House and to reap "Wheat. 

N. B. Messrs. l\l•Gill, St. Ours, and Rouville, 
three of the Commissioners, resident at Motttrcal, ha\'e 
in~ been ·required by a letter from Mr. Chandler to ob
tain information from the Fur Traders:at .Montreal up
on the subject of this land and other objects in the Up
per Country, they answered by a letter of the 9th 
March 1789 in these words, "and first upon the sub
ject of the grant of 24th 1\Iay 1689 of a piece of ground 
on the River St. Joseph, we have learnt from a person 
here who has resided there several years, that the Je
suits had in a stockaclcd Fort belonging to the King of 
France, a Church, House, and Garden which are now 
in ruin, probably occupied by Traders, but which are 
not leased by the Jesuits and whicil produce no in· 
come." 

I Parts vested JC•r 
His Majesty 

The whole as 
appears to us. 

0 bse rvations. 
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0EKEHAL AnsTIL\C'l' of the Titles of the E&tates that were of the late Order of Jesuits in the Province of Quebec 

Book & Page. [ I.ands granted to, possessed and aliened by the Jesuits. 

'

Parts vested in { Observations. 
His Ivfajesty. 

A- 204 

l . 

A- ~07 

Statement of 
the Title, 
Statement of 
Transfer, 
Motives and 

. lcomiderations, 

IsLA:XD oF J E-

sus. 

FALI.S 0\> 

SAJNT LEWIS. 

l 
Statement of 
the Title, 

I 
Contents, 
Motives and 
considerations, 

Statement of 
Transfer, 
StatPment of 
the Title, 
Contents. 

1636 Jany. 15. 

1672 November 7. 

In consideration that the said Franc;ois Berthelot 
binds himself to cause to be discharged the Father Dab
Ion from such sums as he might then owe by reason of 
the said Island to the Royal Company of the Indie5 
then Seigniors of this Country. 

1674 March 20. 

To be held and enjoyed by them their successors and 
assigns in property subject to pay a Gold Crown in ac
knowledgement at the end of every ten years to the 
baid Berthelot and his successors. 

1

1739 October 20. 

1680 ;\fay 29. 

This lot of land was given to the Jesuits in con~e
quence of the representation which they marle to His 
Majesty, that the lands of La Prairie de la l\Iagdclaine 
were too moist to raise grain for the subsistence of 
the I1·oquois there settled, and that there was reawn te 
fear that they would g-o away if His i.\lajesty would not 
give them the lands called the Sault-Th1s concession 
contains a cl::use or provision that if the Savages think 
it proper to leave these lands they shall revert to !lis 
}Jajesty ll'ith the clearings. 

This league ofland 
on the Island of Je
sus was confirmed 
by the I<'rench 
King to be held in 
1\lortmain, 12th 
May 1679, Art. 28. 

~ 
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GENEHAL AESTRACT of the Titles of the Estates that were of Lhe late Order of Jesuits in the Provi~cc of Quebec 

I I Parts vested in l . 
Book & Page. · IJ' M . Observations. 
~ JtS aJesty. 

A- 207 

A- 210 

A- 211 

1 Statement ' 
of the Title, 1680 October Zil. 

FALLs of ST· 
Louis. 

Lands of the Coast 
of LAuzoN S. W. 

Contents, To be held ant.l enjoyed by the said Revd. Fathers 
.Motives and of the Company of Jesus on the same conditions a~ 
considera- are expressed in tbe grant of the Sault St. Louis by his' 
tions, Majesty the better to enable the said Fathers to con-

Statement 
of Transfer, 
Statement 
of the "''itle, 

tinue their efforts for the con version of the Iroquois and 
other Savages. , 

1792 March 22. 

1689 October 1 ~. 

of River St. Law-IContcnt~& 
rence. explanatton. 

Ground In the 
LowER TowN of 
Quebec. 

Statement 
of the Title, 

Statement 
of Transfer, 

1655 April4. 

Statement eo ., b 6 
of the Title, 16S3 ~~pt.:m ~r 1 • 

Contents, Th.s ground was given to the Revd. Fatht!rs of the 
. Company of Jesus to be held and enjoyed by them 

Mot1.ves and their successors aud assigns for ever in F1·anc alrnoigne 
c?ns1dera- and in Mortmain and to do with and di~pose of as they 
hons. shall think proper, on condition that they should contri-

bute to the expenses of lhe building of a wall of 72' 
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GENERAL ABSTRACT of the Titles of the Estates that were of the late Order of Jesuits in the Province of Quebec• 

1 I · /l'arts vt:steiTnl . Book & Page. H' M . Observations. 
1s • a3esty. 

A- 211 

,c:... ;:_ . ... ....... . . d • • . .- . 

-, feet In length to support the terrace of the new battery 
whither the cannons have bL•en rcrtiO\'ed. 

Ground in the I 
LowBR. TowN 
of Quebec. 

Statement of 
the Title. 
Contents. 
Motives and 
considerat ions. 

Statement of 
Tran!.fer. 

1685 May 13. 

This lot was given to the Revd. Fathers of the com
pany of Jesu;;, their ~ucce1.sors and assi;rns to be held & 
enjoyed by them for ever_ in Franc almvigne nnd in 
:\Iortmain, to do with and dispose of as they shall think 
fit and as their property. 

1715 April 24. 

N. B; It was a precaution which any prudent man 
purchasing lands in Franc aleu and in l\lortmain 
would not have omitted, · because such a sale was null 
in Law a circumstance ·against which provision could 
be made ouly by a counter liCCurity • 

.... • -.. --..,.- .- • • "', ... - ..... .. ... ,.. - . - .... .. , _ .. ... ..... ...... _._.:. ... ... . ...... c:oo - -· ·~~ · ---... . . . ...... . . ..... .. c .. .. _ .. .. . ....._,. . .. . -~ . ... ......... . _ ._ _ · ·- -- -~ .. - ·-- · .. 
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TO HIS EXCELLENCY, &c. 

PRoVISIONAL REPORT oF THE CoMMISSIONER-s, &c. 

"\Ve the majority of the Commissioners assembled at Quebec, unani
mously Report to your Excellency, that we have found and caused to 
be issued the principal Titles of the Fiefs and other immoveables held 
b]' the Religious men, known by the name of the Order of Jesuits in 
this Province, and that we are ready to commence the Papier Terrier of 
the said Fiefs and immoveables, to arrive at a determination of the points 
eontained in the said Commission, but that we cannot do this until pre
viously a Proclamation equivalent to Letters of Papier Terrier shall 
nave been issued, enjoining in the name of His Majesty all persons hold-
ing fief.r, arriere fiefs, all Tenants en Roture, and all other debtors of 
rents or by reason of immoveables to the said Religious order, to appear 
wit,hin a period to be therein fixed aud. declare Fealty and Homage, the 
aveux dinombrements or the Seigni.orial Cens et rentes or constitl!lted 
Rents and other real incumbrances wherewith they are charged 
according to their Titles which they shall exhibit according to the 
Laws and Customs of this Province and under the penalties therein 
eontained.. 

We- conceive that the Reaeons which follow shew the necessity of 
the said Proclamation. 

1st. The Commission addressed to us enjoins us to proceed without 
delay and in due form of Law. 

2d. The Laws and Customs of Fiefs and immoveables in this Pro
vince, re-e!ltablished or maintained by the Statutes.l4 Geo IlL cap. 83 
and cap. 88, do-not grant those fiefs and immoveables otherwise than ac
cording to the Laws such as they were in use before the conquest. 

3d. According to those Laws and Customs, it is the King alone who 
has the right to issue and publish Letters of Papier Terrier, vide I•'er
riere Diet. de droit, or his introduction verbo Papier Terrier. 

4th Without a Proclamation equivalent to these Letters of Papier 
Terrier the Vassals and Tenants would uot be legally bound nor notified, 
nor exact in coming to declare and exhibit all their Titles. A multitude 
of refusals, difficulties and delays would result therefrom. 

5.thly. and lastly-: Since the Conquest and more particularly in the 
year 1777 and following years, His Majesty's Governors in this Pro
vince have published several Proclamations for the Papier Terrier of 
the Domaine. 

We ~onclude this provisional Report .bY humbly submitting to your 
Lordship the above reasons for the obtawmg of the said Proclamation 
or such other means as Your Lordship will be pleased to grant. 
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o HiQ Excellency the Right Honorable GuY1 Lord DoRCHESTER, &c 

SECOND P OVISIONAL REPORT of the- Commissioners named by Letter 
Patent of the 29th December 1789, to enquire into the immoveables 
heretofore held possessed and claimed by a certain Community known 
by the name of the Order of the Jesuits in the ProviF.ce of Quebec. 
W c the undersigned, Kcnelm Chandler, Thomas Scott, John Cof-

fin Senr., Gabriel Elzeard Taschereau, John Anthony Panet, Georo-e 
Lawe, James M'Gill, Quinson de St. Ours and Jean Hertel de Ro~
ville, Esquires, Commi•sioners to make enquiry of th..: said immoveables 
in obedience to the Order of Your Excellency, of the 24th of the present 
month, which enjoins us to comply with the Report of the Committee 
of the whole Council of the 22d of the present month containing,-

" That it i~ expedient that we should be required to make as soon as 
" possible a Report to your Excellency." 

lst.-To what extent we have up to the present time been able to 
execute the trust corrficled to us? 

2d.-'What remains to be done to fulfil it r 
3d -What obstacles are encountered ? 
4th.-And by what means we conceive these obstacle'> may be sut·

mounted and the intention of the said Commission accomplished. 
We humbly make to your Excellency the Second Report which we 

consider as the first provisional one, and submit most respectfully that we 
believe that we have proceeded in due form of Law, and without delay.., 
as the said Commission expressly requires and as our deliberations and reso
lutions contained in the Book A, whereof a certified Copy is hereunto 
annexed, establish. 

We ask the liberty of now establishing the material points contained 
ih the present Report in following the order of the four questions stated 
by the said Report of the Council. 

Upon the first qtaestion-To what extent we have up to t 1e present 
time been able to execute the trust c~nfidec1 to us? 

We have most attentively considered all the points which the said 
Commission requires us to ascertain in due form of Law, and as soon as 
possible, and we establish to what point we have been able up to the pre
t:ent moment to execute the trust confided to us by it, comparing in 
the margin each point proposed by the said Commission with the Re
port which we place along side tt, as far as it is possible for us to do, at 
present reserving it to us to point out upoti the fourth question the means 
of better fulfilling the intentions of the said Commi~sion. 

lst. Point of the Commission.-\Vhat were the lands and property 
held pcssessed and claimed by the said Order of Jesuits? 

REPORT. 

Vve have obtained from the most Revd. Father Aug11~t;n Louis de 
Glapion, Superior of the Jesuits in this Province, and the Revd. Father 
Jean Joscph Ca:sot, Agent for the College of Quebec, who voluntari ly 
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communicated to us all the Original Titles and others of the immovea. 
bles in virtue whereof the said Community known by the name of the 
Order of the Jesuits in this Province held, possessed and claimed them, 
as the Reports Nos. 1, 2, Sand 4, ascertain them, of which Titles an 
authentic Copy is contained in the Books Nos. 1 and 2, intituled, 

" Title Deeds Jesuits' Estates." 
And we observe that although down to the present time it would ap· 

pear that we have a Copy of all the original Titles, yet probably some 
others would be found in proceeding to the Papier Terrier, whereupon 

we shall speak hereafter. 

2J. Point-How and in what manner acquired ? 
REPORT. 

We find that the said Community heretofore known by the name of 
the Order of the Jesuits in the Province of Quebec demanded and ob. 
tained by grant, acqoisition, or exchange, for the motives and for the con
siderations contained in each Title, when•of the said Reports Nos. l, 2, 
3 and 4, are an analysis for each property, but that the grants acquisi
tions or exchanges regularly, not being valid in mort main according to 
the Laws of the Countly before the Conquest, without Letters of Amor
tization which are required to contain their considerations and conditions, 
they obtained from His Most Christian Majesty for the greater part of 
their Estates a Diploma in the form of Letters Patent of the 12th May 
1678, duly enregistered in the Sovereign Council of Quebec, whereof 
an Authentic Copy is to be found in the Book, intituled, "Title Duds, 
Jesuits' Estates," Vol. 1, Page 1, which Diploma in referring to the 
Original Title of each amortized Estate provides in the following 
words-" For these causes, wishing to treat the Memoriali&ts favourably, 
" tu contribute as much as shall be possible to us to the greater Glory 
" of God and the Establishment of the Catholic Apostolic and Roman 
" Religion in the Country of Canada, and to oblige them to continue 
" their prayers for our prosperity and health, and the preservation of this 
" State. We, of our especial Grace, full Power and Royal Authority 
" have approved, confirmed and amortized, &c." 

Sd. Point.--\Vhat are the parts or portions thereof which have been by 
them alienated or exchanged ? 

REPORT. 

\Ve report, that the parts or portions of the Estates anciently belong· 
ing to the Jesuits alienated and exchanged are ascertained by the Report 
No. 2 p 1 & Seq. And to be convinced that the Jesuits, more particu
la,ly since the Conquest, have not alienated or exchanaed the whole or 
any parts of their Estates of which we have Copies of the ancient Ti
tles, it would be necessary lawfully to command the subjects of His Ma· 
jer.ty to declare formally in writing, within a sufficient and peremptory 
delay, those who had acquired the vvhole or a part of the Estates here· 
tofore held, possessed or claimed by the said order of Jesuits in this Pro· 
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Yince, and to produce the titles or claims which those subjects or any of 
them pretend to have thereto, and we shall propose the means of doing 
this upon the fourth Query. 

4th. What are the parts or portions thereof wherewith His Majesty is 
now vested, and which His Majesty may give and grant in the manner 
prayed for by the said Lord Amherst his heirs or assigns ? 

REPORT. 
W c find as to the effectual and actual possession, that immediately af

ter the Conquest a part of the College of Quebec was occupied by the 
provisions of 1.he King to 1776, and that down to the present time 
the troops of His Majesty in (hrrison at Quebec, occupy as Barracks 
since 1776 the greater part of the said ollege built in the Upper Town, 
and that the said Revd. Fathers De Glapion and Casot occupy the re
mainder of the sa1d College and the Church of their Order, and that it 
is a matter of public notoriety in this Provinc.e, that the Revd. Fathers 
De Glapion and Casot received the Revenues arising from mutatiot 
Fines, (Cats et .L"'<ente.r) profits of the Mills and of the Ground Rents 
due in respect of Lands situate in the District of Quebec which they 
cause also to he received from a part of the Fief St. Gabriel and from 
the Mill of La .Teune Lorette by the Revd. Father Giroux, Jesuit, 
Missionary, for keeping up the College of Quebec, the Church and 
Mission of La Jeune Lorette for the Village of the Hurons. 1'hat th~" 
Revd. Father \Velle occupies a part of the Hou e built at 1\fontreal for 
the Mission established at the said place, and the remainder is occupied 
by the Government as a Prison in civil matters, and that the said Revd. 
Father Welle collects the Cens et rentest mutation fines, profits arising 
from Mills and from Ground rents, and other rents due from or in re5-
pect of Lands situate in the District of MontreaL 

That with respect to the parts or portions of the said Estates where .. 
with His Majesty is now vested and which His Majesty can give and 
grant in the manner prayed for by Jeffery Lord Amherst his Heirs and 
Assigns, we do not think we shall be in a condition to report thereupon, 
until after the subjects of His Majesty who may have certain rights of 
~njoyment of property, in cumbrances, servitudes or indemnities, either 
by reason of foundations of succession, of purchase or otherwise have 
been commanded to make within a sufficient delay their formal declara
tion and to produce the titles and proofs which they may have to sup. 
port them, and we will propose the means upon the fourth Query. 

And that there is no doubt that His Majesty has his right of sove
reignty by reason of the Conquest of this Country over all the said E. s
tates of the Jesuits as over those of His Majesty's Canadian Subjects, 
but that to report upon a point of so much importance as the determining 
what His Majesty can give and grant of the said Estat~s, in the manner 
demanded by Jcffery Lord Amherst his heirs and assigns, it would be s 
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requisite in the first instance to ascertain all the points oft he said Com
mission, to the end that the claims whereof we have just spoken be care
fully examined and considered with or by the r}ghts of ~is Majt>sty to 
know the pure and simple property and possessJOn. And we shall also 
propose the means thereof on the fourth Query. 
5th. The nature and quality of the said Lands. 
6th. The nature of the Titles in virtue whereof they are now held. 
7th. The present value. 
8th. The nature and extent of the Scignioral rights, 
9th. The nature of the Grants in virtue whereofthe possessors hold them, 
1Oth. Th~ir exact local situation. 
11th. The state of Cultivation and their population. 

We have taken into our serious consideration the manner of ascertaining 
all these points :-so far back as the 14th February 1788, as appears by 
our Resolve in the Book A. page 22, which nominates unanimously 
Mellsrs. Taschereau, Scott and Lawe, three of us, to go upon the lands 
with the Notary and Surveyor chosen by the previous Resolutions and 
to measure the Lands and proceed to the Papier Terrier in the District 
of Quebec, to Messrs. McGill 5 De Rouville and De St. Ours in the 
District of Montreal ; but for the reasons contained in the Book A. 
of the proceedings from page 32 to page 34. we resolved on the 17th 
March 1788, to make, and we had the honor accordingly to make, to 
your Excellency our first provisional Report contained i{l the said Book 
A. page 11, whereby we prayed your Excellency to be pleased to is
sue a Proclamation for the purpose of proceeding regularly to the Papie-r 
Terrier, or to order one as to your Excellency in your wisdom should 
seem best. The 15th September 1788 we gave in writing to the Com
mittee of the Council the rea11ons and law authorities contained in the 
said Book A. page ••• which appeared to render the said Proclamation 
necessary or useful. Waiting the solution we have made divers research
es which have only produced the list and indices contained in the Book 
marked which are not supported by any Titles or legal evidence, 
and which are incapable of affording a foundation to our final Report, 
and considering now that we shall not obtain the said Proclamation we 
will pursue another course upon the fourth Query. 

With respect to the tenth poin~, of the exact local situation of the 
Lands we have caused to be made Copies of some plans which we pro
duce with this Report with a list marked but we cannot verify 
them nor ascertain with exactnes~t the actual and certain situation, lines 
and Boundaries, but by proceeding with the Papier Terrier upon th~ 
ap(}t, and causing to be made new plans as well for those parts of which 
there are ancient plans as of these whereof there are none. 

12th If there are any parts which were given to the said Religious 
Order by individuals, and which are claimed by the Heirs of the 
Donors and what those parts are, aud who are the parties claim ... 
ing- REPORT. 
The first and second Reports which contain an Analysis of the original 
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Titles to the said Order of the Jesuits of the Estates, ascertain to 
what degree we have been able to obtain a knowledge from the Titles 
themselves, the parts which have been given to them by mdividuals, but to 
know whether these or any other parts will be claimed by the heirs of 
the Donors, what those parts are and who will be the claiming parties, 
we thought that by legal authority the subjects of His Majesty ought 
to be commanded within a certain time, peremptorily to declare all their 
claims under the penalty of losing them. And seeing that we have 
not obtained the Proclamation which we asked for the Papier Terrier 
we have settled another course upon the fourth Query. 

Upon the second question, what remains to be done to fulfil the Com
mission ? 

We find tw:i proceedings very e~sential for the purpose of fulfilling 
the said Commission. 

The first to command in due form of Law or simply to require all 
those who pretend any right of enjoyment, of property, of charges, 
servitudes or indemnities whether by foundation, succession, purchase 
or otherwise to make thereof, whether the delay be peremptorily or 
simply fixed, their declaration in writing and to produce the Titles and 
proof which they may have to offer in support thereof. 

The second to command in like manner in due form of Law er sim
ply to require all the Tenants &c. to declare within the delay which 
shall be also either peremptorily or simply fixed, all the dues, Cen.r et 
rente:, charges and incumbrances whatsoever, to exhibit their Titles and 
to pass a new one in the form required to proceed to the Papier Terrier, 

Upon the the third Point, What are the obstacles encountered ? 
We have not met with any obstacle in fact except those which ac~ 
carding to our proceedings Book A. do not appear to be of ar.y conse
quence, but having met with an obstacle in Law, to wit, our inability 
lawfully to command those who set up any claim to or in respect of the 
said Estates to make declaration of their claim within a time to be fixed 
peremptorily, and in like manner the subjects of His Majesty wh() are 
now tenants in the Seigniories or debtors of Ground Rents or other 
dues, to declare thell', exhibit their Titles and to pass a new Title to the 
Papier Terrier authorised by the Laws and forms of this Country, we 
submitted that obstacle in Law by our first provisional Report made to 
Your Excellency, and no longer expecting the Proc.lamation which \\ e 
had demanded in that respect we proceed by another measure which we 
are going to explain. 

Upon the fourth and last question, by what means we conceive that 
these obstacles could be surmounted and the intention of the said com
mission fulfilled. 

As we ne. longer expect the Proclamation whkh might lawfully com. 
mand all those who may claim any rights to declare them within a pe~ 
remptory dday1 and the Tenants and Debtors to declare the dues exhi. 

-. 
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bit their own Titles and pass the .Acte in the Papier Terrier, we have re·· 
solved to cause to be inserted in the Quebec Gazette and posted up at 
the principal door of the Parish Churches where the said Estates ~re situ
ated, an advertisement informing the Public that we are anthon~ed un
d~r the said Commission, and that we require all those who cla1m any 
rights upon the said Estates to declare them to us in writ~ng, and t? J?ro
duce their Titles and Evid~::nce in the offices of the satd Comnmston, 
l1eld, to wit, at Quebec--------at Montreal at----
------the first Tuesday of each month up to the first Tuesday 
of October next inclusive, at Ten of tbe Clock in the morning-and 
the Tenants or the Debtors of Dues to come and declare them, exhibit 
their Titles and pass an Act of .declaration thereof, to wit, for the 
lands situate in the City and Di&trict of Quebec and Montreal at each 
of the said offices respectively, the first Tuesday of each month up to 
the fit·st Tuesday of the monrh of October next inclusive, at Eleven of 
the Clock in the forenoon, and upon the Lands or Estates cha:-ged with 
5uch dues, to wit, for those situate in the City or Bmdieu of Quebec 
and of Montreal respectively upon each iot, when the Commissioner shall 
present himself there, between the first of June and the first of July 
next, and in each Seigniory after the first of July next at the places and 
times which shall be by an advertisement which shall be 
posted up at the Parish Church of each place, until the Papier Terrier is 
completed, which resolve and which adveni~ement are contained in the 
Book A. of our proceedings. 

(The two first pages wanting.) 
That for the purpose of building that Church, that College and those 

buildings to instruct therein the Children of the French T nhabitants and 
of the Savages of Canada ; by reason of their vows of e'i-angelical and 
personal poverty, they could not hold any estates except such a& 
were held fur by the title of a College (I) founded in favor of 
the Children of the Country ad studendum fj' orandum. And 
it was only as appertaining to a College that the King after the Cession 
to him made of this Country, confirmed and amortized all their Estates 
which he freed from hisDominium utile, by a solemn and express Diploma 
for the propagation of the Catholic Apo8tolic Roman Religion in Ca
uada, and _for. th_e instructi~n of the Youth of_ t_his Colony. (m.) 

The Se1gmones were gtven by the same Citizens particularly to Cate· 
chise, instruct anc! teach, (n) and eve11 for the assi:>tance which the Inhabi
tants of the Country were to receive ; (O) this Seigniory and thos~ which 

(I) Bull ditt<J.-Constit. part 6, Cap. 2 v. 3.-Causes Celcbr~s, Vol. XIII, pa~e 
88,-0rdonnance de 1539, Art. 151.-Cout. de l>ar. Art. 227 & Grand Comm. 
de :Ft>rriere. 

(m) _Letters P~tent of Louis XIV of the 12th May 1678 duly enregi~tered in the 
Sovere•gn Coun('Jl of Quebec the 31st ONober of the 11ame year, and after the Con
quest t~e 20th December 1765, Book A. page 657. See the description of the 
Estates m those Patents, Art. :;, 

(n) T!tles of N_otre Dame des Angcs or Charlesbourg, of the lOth l\Iarch 1626. 
(o) Titles for ditto, 15th January 1657 and 17th January 1652, 
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are about to be mentioned, were in like manner amortized for ever fort he 
same considerations and for the establishment of this College of its Church 
and of the same Rebgion (p.) 

The Penin.;uia up•>n the River St. Charles called Lavacherie near 
Quebec, leased to David Lynd, Esquire, was granted to supply the -
place of si)( arpen-; taken from the 12 arpeDs for the College, and for the 
same rea.;on and ends as contained in the Titles to Charle.rbourg. (q) It 
was in like manner amortized and annexed to the College. (r) 

The lWO Lorettes or Seigniory of St. Gabriel c~) were given solely from 
friendship to the Jesuits, by Mr. Robert Giffard, theu Seignior of that 
place and of Beauport, Ancestor of Messrs. Duchesnay and De Sa
laberry. This Donation was prohibited and null by their vows (t) and 
by the Laws of this Country (v) as made personally to l-'edagogues. (X) 
The Donor and his Descendants or Assigns have suspended their claim to a 
restitution of thiS:property, thus given only in consideration that, at their 
instance and in favor of their postenty the Kmg then consecrated and 
amortized for ever this property, by explaining tbe gift to be for a Col
lP-ge of Study and for the establishment of their Religion (y) If there 
are no Jesuit:; there are no Donees-what is given for a false con
sideration is l1able to be claimed back qui dan.r opirzione fal.ra fuit 
deceptu.r, (z) as what has been given or left ob rem n1ay be recovered 
back on default of doing the thing. And the Law provides that in the 
case of the dissolution of a Community or Society each person is entitled 
to his own, and resume it. (a} 

Sillery near Cape Rouge was granted for the spiritual and temporal 
aids of this Country and to support the Missions. Thus the King rati
fi\!d the Title. (b) 

Belair or the Montagne 8 Bonhomme. This tract of little value was 
acquired (c) only with the small Savings out of the Revenues of the Col
lege. The same doubts and explanations which were made in respect 
of Cap de la Magdelaine of whiCh we are about now to speak ate ap
plicable in favor of the College. 

The Cap de la Magdelaine near Three-Rivers was given by M. De
laferte, one of the hundred pat tners, only for the establishment cf the 

(p) Letters Patent 12th 1\lay 1678, Art. 1. 
( q) Title of taking of Possession of the 24th July I 6·16, and concession of 1 '7th 

J.muary li52, 
(r) Letters Patent of 12th 1\Iay 1678 art. 2 & 4. 
(s) Donation before 1\Itr. Paul Vachon, No. 17, ofthc22d Nov. 1667. 
(t) Const. part 6, Cap. 2, v. 3, Bull of Paul3, 25th Sept. 1540. 
(v) Ordinance of 15'39 Article 131. 
(x) Custom of Paris, article 227 and Grand Commentaire of Ferricre. 
(y) Letters Patent of 12th 1\lay 1678, article 16. 
(z) Dig. l. § £3 de condict. indcb. I. § 397 D. causa data causa non secuta and di..:t: 

]. 65 § 4. 
(a) Loix Civile~ Donat. vol. 2, p. 104, tit. 15, Sect. 2, Tom. 8. 
(b) Grant of 23d Oct. 1669 ratified by the King the 6th May 1702. 
(c) Grant by the Govcrn~Jl' ~nd lntc~dant f(n· t.hc. Ying .of the 24t~ Novr. 16W2 

confirmed by decree of the Ktng s Council of State of 16th A pnl 168-t, registered in the 
Council at Quebec. Sale bct'or·e 1\lr. DnbrPull, Notary, the 2/lth Augu,t 1710 and 
other titles which dates givin in reports of title, No. I otter .E. 
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Christian Faith and to give to the Jesuits means for their own _subsistence-. 
But the Jesuits having expended upon that Estate ~he S~vmgs of the 
College of Quebec, upon their Clpprehension of bemg dtsturbed frotn 
&be want of a better explanation, Mr. Duchesnau, then Intendant for 
tne King confirmed this Estate to them only in favor of and for the 
College of Quebec. (d} Finally amortized or put this Estate out of his 
hands only for the College of Study and for the Establishment of the 
.R.eligjon of the- Canadians. (f) 

Batiscan given by the same Mr. Delaferte for the love of God (g) was 
explained only by the same lntendant and upon the just apprehensions 
o£ the Jesuits, by reason of the Expenses incurred out of the Savings of 
the College (Jf Quebec (h) to which it also was annexed hy the King 
according to the-amortization. (i) 

The Island St. Christopher at Three- Rivers, which yields no Revenue, 
wa-s granted in consideration of the advantage derived to Religion by 
the instruction and Conversion of the Savages. ( k) The King grants 
the amortization thereof. (1) 

Lapt·airie de la Magdelaine in the District of Montreal, was also 
granted by rea~on of the assistance which the J nhabitants of Canada (m) 
~ceived by the Jesuits; But also by reason of the Expenses incut red 
cut ot. the Savings of the College of Quebec. Upon some complaints 
tJf the Inhabitants, and upon the apprehension of the Jesuits of being 
,!i&turbed for want of explanation Mr. Duchesnau,. Intendant for the 
King, upon their prayer confirmed this Seigniory only in favor of the 
College of Quebec. (n) Finally the general and final explanation by the 
the King amortized this Estate, and the other Estates described in the 
Letters Patent only in consideration of the College of Qu'!bec, and 
for the Establishment of the Religion, which is therein €Xpressly men
tioned. (o) There is due upon this Seigniory to the Assigns of M. Mi
chel Martilane, the Capital Sum of 20,000 Livres Tournois, bearing an 
annual Constituted Rent, by Colltract passed hefore the Conquest and 
Enregistered. (P) 

A piece of Ground in franc aleu Roturier, at Saint Nicholas 

(rl) Donation bef'or-e Messrs. Duchesne and Treffe, Notaries, at Paris of the 20th 
l\lnrch 1651. 

(f) Letters Patent of the 12th May 1678, Act 21. 
(g) Donation before Mtrs. Herve, Bergeroc, and Cousenet, Notaries, at Paris the 

:13th March 1659. 
(h) Ordinance of the 9th February 1676. 
(i) Letters Patent, 12th May 1678, art. 20. 
(k) Title of the 20th Octr. 1654. 
(I) Letters, 12th lJuy 1678, art. 25. 
{m) Grant of lst. April1647. 
(n) Petitio~ of the Rc'fd. Father Dablon, principal of the CoHeo-e of Qu"bec: and 

ordonnance Signt!cl Duchcsnau. Intendt of the 4th Feb. 1676, the~ Signed Dupuiic 
and Begon, by Successors as Intendants. 

(o) Lellcrs Patent of 12th l\1ay 1676, art. 26. 
(p) Contract pas~ed before M. Danz>: de Blanzy and Bourou, Notaries at 1\Ion

treal, of the 7th December 1678, em eg1stercd at th~ Provincial Secretary's O.ffire at 
Quebec, Book B. page 650. 
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was firft ( q) granted and amor-tized by the Seignior De Lauzon in 
fa vor of the Bifhop of Petree who was the first Bifhop of Quebec. 
He made a Donation of this piece of Ground to the Seminary of 
this City, who afterwards ailigned it to the Jefuits by a Deed of 
compromife and Exchange (r) for a Part of the ls!e Jefus given (s) 
by a Citizen, and which the King had amortized in favor of Religion 
and of the College of Studies then conducted by the Jefuits. (t) 

A Lot of Eleven Acres in Roture at Pointe Levi, was alfo con· 
firmed and amortized by the King for the College. (u) 

The Hie Au:r Ruau.r, below the Iiland of Orleans was grant
ed by the hundred Partners, it would appear to fupply the Houte 
of the Jefuits {x) with fueL-This Iiland was amortized by the 
King according to the Diploma m favor of the College. {y) 

Six Arpens of land in fiJperficies at Tadouifac for a Chapel, (z) 
Presbytery and burying Ground, which were then amortized by 
the King: (u} and a lot of Ground under the name of Fief Pacheri
gny at Three Rivers, granted for the fame purpofes as thofe under 
the title of Sillery {i) confirmed and amortized by the King. (ii) an
other lot at the /aid place by exchange (iii) with the inhabitants (iiii) 
amortized by the King. Moreover a remnant of ground contiguous 
and extending to a fmall river afcending towards Lake St. Peter (v) 
in like manner amortized by the King for Religion and that Co:
lege. (vi) 

Several fmall portions of Gr~und contiguous to each other in 
Roture, fituate in the Upper Town of Quebec, around the Gar
den of the C.)llege, between the Southern fide of a part of Saint 
John's Street, and the Northern fide of a prolongation of St. 
Anne Street, the whole appearing to have been acquired of old 
by the Jefuits out of the fctvings o{ the College, and to be cornpo_ 
fed of two Arpcns in fupcrficies, for the price of .£4 3 4 Sterling, 

(q) Grant of 5rd January I£65, 
(r) Deed of Compromi!>e of 20th Octobe1· 1759. 
(s) Donation bf 20th l\hrch 1674. 
(t) Letters Patent of 12th Mny 1678, Article 28. 

!
u) Letters Patent smd Articl~ 14, 15, & '29, and titles there cited. 
x) Grant by the Company of Canada, 20th l\Iarch 1658. 
y) Letters Patent of the 12th May 1678, Article 27. 
z) Grant by the Company of the 1st July 1656. 

(u) Letters Patent of 1678, Art. 5 . · 
(i) Grant of the Governor on the 5th June 1651, explained by the Title of Sillcry, 

of 2Jrd Octobel' 1699. letter D, No. 1 & 6, the re1,ort of tbe '1'1 le~, ... ~ u. h:tt. •r 
P . other l7rant by the Company of the 15th February 1G34. 

(ii) Letter Patent of 12th lay 1678, /.rticle 22. 
(iii) Title of the 9th June 1650. 
(iiil) Letter Patent ditto, Article 2.3. 
(v) Grant of 8th August 1664. 
(vt) Letters Patent 1678 .Art. 24. 
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of the faving~ of the College of Quebec, who a!one c~uld. hold this 
fuit Miffionaries could not according to their lnfbtut10n (xxx) 
and Laws cxxxi) hold any Property. . 

A piece of Ground at the Miamis upon the River St. Jofeph; · 
which yields no Revenue, was granted excepted from charges and 
indemnities to the King, to build a Chapel and Mission Houfe in 
favor of the natives and inhabitants of the Place (xxxii) This Cha
pel has fallen into ruin by reafon of the troubles of the war, and 
there being no Miffionary.-This fmall beginning of an Elhblifh
ment was held as a Mifllon like that of Montreal dependant upon 
the College of Quebec. . 

Some other lands which the common people thought without 
examination belonged to the Jefuit Miffionaries, neither belong
ed to them nor to the College ; for example, a- portion in the 
Hie J efus, which was exchanged for the lands at St. Nicholas al .. 
ready mentioned. 

The Sault St. Louis, near Montreal, was granted to· the Jefuits 
for the lroquois Indians, (xxxiii) acknowledged to be the Froprie
tors of it, under the exprefs condition, that it ihould revert to the 
King when thofe Indians {hould think proper to withdraw there
from: and It was with a good foundation and with juftice that the 
lroquois obtained againft a Miffionary the equitable judgment of 
his Excellency Thomas Gage, Governor of Montreal, and of his 
Council, compofed of Col. Frederick Haldimand, Major Gabriel 
Chriftie (xxxiv) and others adminiftering juftice after the Con
quefi, who confidering the lnfti-tution of the Jefuits, the Titles, 
and that the faid Grants had been mane only with a view of 
thereon fettling tht! Indians, ordered that the faid lroquois ihould 
be immediately put into po:ifeffion arid peaceable enjoyment for 
themfelves and their heirs, of all the Lands of the Sault St. Louis 
in queftion, with the buildings there, obliging the faid lroquois 
to keep up the Church and the Houfe ufed by the Miffionaries: 
and for that purpofe, that the rents due by the. Inhabitants an• 
ciently fettled at the faid place, and the other Revenues of the 
Sault St. Louis, fhould be annually recovered and employed in 
maintaining the Church, and the remainder to the lroquois, who 
ihould difpofe of it in fuch way as they ihould think proper. 

(xxx) Bull of Paul Ill, of the 25h Sept. 1540 approbative of the Institution, C\)nst. 
Part 6 Cap. 2 No. 5. Ordinance of 1559 Act I31 Cout. l'ar. Act 227. 

(xxxi) Petition of pnnc1pal of the College of Quebec and Ordinance of the 4th 
Feby. 1676. 

(xxxii) Title of Grant of the ~4th July 1689. 
(xxxiii) Conditional Grant by the King of the 29th May 1681. 

Ditto ::51 Octr. 1680. 
Brevet of Conditional ratification of 15th June 1717. 

( xxxiv) Judgment of Genl. Gage and Council at l.\lontreai of the 22cl l\Iarch 176'l; 



The Wharf or Beach Lot in the Lower Town of Quebec 
with the Houfe thereon erected, in St. Peter Street, known by 
the name of th~ Quai Guil/emin, now belonging to the Hono .. 
rable William Grant, Efq. (xxxv) was granted anJ afterwards sold 
by the Jefuits to Mr. Char:es Guillemin, for the price of £33 6 8 
Sterling, under the exprefs condition and obligation on the part 
of the ] efuits, to tmploy that fum in the purcbafe of other pro .. 
perty more advantageous, or on the repairs of the College of 
Quebec. (xxxvi) 

The rich and beautiful Seigniory of L' Affomption, mentioned 
in the l'(.eport of the 17th June 1789, and the Schedule No. 2, 
thereunto annexed, drawn by the Agent of Lord Amherft as 
Chairman and three other Commiffioners, belongs neither to the 
] efuits nor to the College. 

It was granted to Charles de Lauzon, Chevalier de Charny, 
(xxxvii) who affigned it to the Jefuits. (xxxviii) 

But that entire Seigniory having been previoufly granted to Mr. 
Le Gardeur de Repentigny, (xxxix) the pollerior Titles remained 
ever after ufelefs. 

The Lot of Ground on the fouth-weft of the Falls of the 
Chaudiere Cote de Lauzon, whereof the fame Schedule makes 
mention, (xl) granted in the intention of eft:ablifl1ing there a l\1i5 .. 

fion for the Abenaquis Savages, was a project only, and the Abc·· 
rwquis refufed to co-operate. 

Finally the same Schedule ~peaks of the two arpens by eighty 
upon the River Akanca, granted in Lcuiuana, (xli) for the pur
pofe of building there a Chapel and Hou{e, but thofe grounds 
were and now are without the lim1ts of the Colony of Que
bec. 

Now may it pleafe Your Excellency to confider what mufi rtfu!t. 
lst. From the proceedings of the Nine Commiffioners, 
On the 23rd January l7H8, the Commiffion wa':i opened, (xlii) 

amongft the points which the Commiffiun requires to be afcer .. 
tained, is mentioned that of the claims which the heirs of the 

(xxxv) Grants of 16 S<'pt. 1683 and 13 Jay 1685. 
(xxxvi) Contract passed before l\lr. Barba.·, Notary at Quebec, the 24th April 1712, 

enregistered Book A, p. 176. 
(xxxvii) Grant of the 15th April 1682. 
(xxxviii) A~signment of the lOth Sept. 1687. 
(xxxix) Grant by Company of Canada, of the 16th Aprill647,enregistered in Cahier 

!Oofthe Intendance, page 414. 
(xl) Title prescribed of the 9th June 1686 and 14th Octr. 1689. 
(xli) Title given in Lousianaoft~e 28th Nov. 168~. . . 
( xlii) Book B, entttuled Procceedmgs of the Comtmsswners &c. Stgned by them w hi eh 

Mr. Chandler referred to annexed to Report drawn by him and delivered is to 
His .l£xcellency. 
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particular donors might make, but it omits the. qu~il:i?n and t?e 
manner of afcertaining the claims of the Canadians mtlmately m
terefted in the foundation for their religious inftruction, and of 
120,000 fouls and upwards in this country, without diftinetion of 
birth or religion, so far as civil Education jc; concerned, although 
fome of rhem had previoufly prefc::nted to Your Excellency aPe
tition and Memoire annexed to it. (xliii) 'I'he 9th of February 
following the nine Commiffioners at a Meeting (xliv) nominated 
Mefsrs. Tafchereau and Scott, to make refearches in all the Pu
b lic Offices, to caufe to be made authentic Copies of the Titles and 
Plans which the Jefuits voluntarily lent, (xlv) upon the condition 
that the Originals fhould be returned them, and it was refolved 
that from thefe they fhould draw up inftruetive Reports, as well 
as of all obftacles and difficulties that might occur, and that upon 
the whole l\1r. Chandler, the Ch-airman, might affemble all the 
Commisfioners. (xlvi) 

As early as the 17th of March of the fame year, (xlvii) and not
withftanding the indispofition of Mr. Scott, Mr. Tafchereau laid 
before the Aifembly a volume of Copies, (xlviii) and of Title Deeds 
and Plans in very good order, with an ample inll:rucrive Report. 

As it was impoffible to afcertain in due form of law all the 
points propofed by the CommitTion, without in the firft inftance 
proceeding lawfully in the making of a Papier Terrier in Town 
and upon the Seignories.,---and that it was tleceffary to oblige in 
due form of law all the fubjeets of His Majefiy, who poffefs and 
who have therein the property of the lands liabie to homage, to 
cens and divers rents, or who have claims upon the foundation, 
to declare and fettle by Titles and evidence, in a reafonable but 
certain time, what each one owes and what is due to him, it was 
refolved on the fame day, that a provifional Report, in this re
fpect, £hou1d ' be made, and it was afterwards laid before His Ex
cellency, that a Proclamation n1ight iffut:! or fuch other lawful mea
fure for executing a Commiffion of this nature. 

Notwithfianding the continual application and th~ activity of 
the Commiffioners, they had only Copies of the Titles and Plans; 
the execution of the remaining objeetc; of the Commiffion was 
retarded, while awaiting the neceflary meafures at law. (xlix) 

On the 26th of Augufi, the Commiffioners and fome Jefuits 
~Petition and l\Iemoire th!:'reunto annexed of the 19tll Novembel' 1787 men-
tioning thOSl' previously mane since the Conquest. ' 

(xliv) Book B of the proceedings, page 18. 

~
xlv) Report No. 1 of the T1tles, Pageli 2 & :;. 
xlvi) Book B ofthe procl'edmgs, page 18, signed by the nine Commissioners. 
xlvii) Book B ditto, page 22. 

(xl~iii) Book B of the procee?ing<; of the 17th 1\Iarch 1788, page 25. 
(xhx) Book B of the proceedmgs from page 23 to 34, where there is a Protest by a 

~o_tary at ~1ontreal with .a Nott•, writing, or opinion of tile Honble. William Smith, 
Ch1ef J ust1ce, and a motion of Mr. Pan et. 
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being required to go on the 15th SeptembEr to a Committee of 
the Council at the Biihop's Palace, the Commiffioners went there, 
and delivered in writing the caufes which retarded the accomplifh
ment of the Commiffion . The Committee caufed to be read the 
Letter of the Reverend Father De Glapion, Superior of the Je
fuits of Canada, addretfed to it, praying to be excufed if he 
could not attend in perfon, and to confider that the{e Efiares were 
given to them for the fubfifience of the Miffionaries and the in
ftrutlion of the Canadians; finally that their property was fully 
acknowledged in the Capitulation. (l) The Attorney General and 
Solicitor General had found a Proclamation expedient. (li) After-
vards they moved that His Majefiy iliould be immediately put in

to efrectmtl and actual poffeffion of all the1r Efiates, but the Com
miffioners faid that that point was not within their competence. 

The Committee of the Council held ofterwards its Debates and 
Refolutions with clofed doors. 

Mr. Chandler, Chairman, and two other Commiffioners having 
afterwards met often upon the inqueft, without having notified the 
other CommiiiJoners acknowledged the tact, fiating that his rea
fon for so doing was, that the who le fhould be fubmitted to ail the 
Commiffioncrs for their information and Refolutions . (lii) 

Th<" 25th of the fame month f April, one year after the pro .. 
"ifional Report, the Commiffioners were required to rt>port to 
Your Excellency. 

It was iMmediately (lii) refolved that the Commiffioners iliould , 
lay each his draft of a Report before the Affemb\y to be held on 
the 28th April. Accordingly Mr. Panet fubmitted to them his 
draft of a fuch Report and of an Advertifement (liv) notifying 
the public, in default of a Proclamation, for each one to state 
within a certain fixed period what he owes and is due to him, by 
reafon of the Efiates of the 1 efuits or of the Colleg . 

As Meffrs. Chandler ('hair man, Scott, Coffin and La we, 
often met without calling the other Commiffioners, and as the 
report required to be fent in without delay, made no progress.
Meffrs. Taschereau and Panet demanded in writing from the 
Chairman a Meeting of the Commiffioners (lv) whic~1 he fixed 
for the 17th June. Mr. Chandler then produced h1s draft of a 

(I) Letter signed by the Reverend Father De Glapion of the lOth September 1788. 
(h) Report of the Attorney General and of_the King's Solicitor to the Committee 

of the Council of the 4th May 1788, and the1r draught of a i>roclamatJOo. 
(lii) Book B . sittin~ of 18th April 1789, discour;,e of l\Ir. Chandler and answer in 

the s·tti na of the 23rd of the same month. 
(liii.) Uook B. sitting of 25th April 1789, Lett_er of H T., .Mot:>:, Secretary, of the 

24th A pril including part of a report of a Committee of the Counctl. 
(liv. ) Book B . of the proceedit gs of the 25th A pril1789, 
(lv.) Book B. ditto. 
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report of that date and of the Schedule No. 2 thereto annexed, 
which inft:ead of answerinO' the four queftions propofed on the 
25th April, advances withgut explanation and withou~ citing _an){ 
Law, that His Majefi:y is veiled with all the Eftates m queft:wn, 
and may lawfully give and grant them to Lord Amherst, ~nd ~nal
ly that no claims have been made. (lvi) 

We immediately moved Elvii} that three of the Comn-1isfion
ers of Montreal should be immediately fummoned to a Ge
neral Meeting of the Commiffion, to be held at Quebec in the 
following week, to examine the different drafts of Reports and to 
fettle one according to the majority of Votes. 

Mef.frs. Chandler, Scott, Coffin and Lawe, objecttd and refot .. 
"Ved amongfl: them, four only, that all ~he proceedings {hould be 
inftanrly figned and fent to the three Commiffioners at Montreal 
for their Confideration, and for them to fign them if they ap
proved them. We did not fign this Report nor the Schedule, 
referving to ourfe\ves the right of examining them. Mr Chand
ler faid that he was going inftantly to fend Mr La,we with all the 
:pro.ceedings to Montreal, and upon o.ur Mot~Qn it wa::. refolved to 
giv.e us notice to attend as foon as the answer from Montreal 
fuould be received. (lviii) 

Whilst Mr. Lawe was travelling with only a part, though a con
siderable one, of the Papers,. we were engaged in m;;king at the 
office of the Commiffion, Extracts, Notes and Tranflations of the 
Papers which had remained there although the proceedings of the 
17th June, required that all the pr~eedings ihould be immedia
tely fent to Montreal, and the Commiffioners !:>Ummoned to c.ome 
to Quebec to the A!fembly -But upon the 27th June, Mr. 
Chandler, confounding his qualities of Chairman and Agent, 
(lix) more zealous and less liberal than his principal, took unautho
rized posfession of our Extracts and the Notes for oul," own ufe, by 
feizing them with the aid of his Interpreter, reproaching Mr. 
Genet, the Secretary of the Commiffion, with having contrary to 
his Ot-.th allowed us to make Notes.. Mr. Genet behaved very 
well in respect of us.. 

(Lvi ) Report of 17th June 1789 and Schrdute No. !, annexed thereto signed only 
K. Chandler, T. Srott, J. Coffin ancl Geo, Lawe. ' 

(lvii.) Book B. d1tto ~ame day, motion by G. E. Taschereau Sf'conded bv :i.\Ir. Pa
net, Commissioners. Remark.-These three Commis~;ioners at Montreal \vere James 
McGm~ Quinson D.e St. Ours ~nd J., M. ~-lertel De Rouville, Esquires, authorized 
to enqm~e, by resoluuon of the nme Commissioners of the 14th Feb. 1788, Book B. 
p.20. 

(lvili) Book B. ditto same da~·· 
(ltx) LettCi!r of 5th Ja~uary _1788, to George Pownall, Esquire, signed K. Chandler, 

~vho becomes s~rety or bmds hun~el.f to pay for my Lorci Amherst all the fees of the i~su .. 
111g and execution of the CommiSSlOn. 
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- On the 29th June the Secretary demahded in th~ Afiembly 
which he had obtained at our inftance, a refolve whether, accord
ing to the tenor of his Oath talcen the 26th January 1788, (lx) not 
to give not to allow to be taken by others than the Commiffioner. 
any Copy of the proceedings, he was juftifiable in having at the re
q~eft of .Mr. Chandler, (lxi) kept down to that time our extracts 
and Notes. 

Could Mr. Chandler deny having made and fent to Europe a 
multitude of Copies and of Notes of what had taken place at the 
Inquest fince its opening ? Neverthe1ess, our Extracts and Notes 
wherewith he had fatisfied himfelf at his leifure, were reftored us. 

Having feen Mr. Lawe for the firfr time after his return at this 
meeting, Mr. Tafcheteau moved that he fhould make a report of 
his proceedings at l\1ontrea1 -He faid that the Three Commis ... 
sioners who were there would not fign the Report of the 17tll 
June nor the Schedule, No. 2.-This was not matter of aftonifh
ment to us, but feeking the reafon why they had not immediately 
come down to Quebec, according to the Motions, Debates, writ
ings and Refolutions of the 17th June, whereof we thought that 
at leaft a Copy had been fent with the papers, it was ascertain
ed: (lxii) 

1ft.- fhat Mr. Chandler had fent off Mr. Lawe precipitately 
from Quebec, on Thursday the 18th of June, at fout o'Clock in 
the morning, before the regular Post which leaves Town on the 
fame day at four in the Afternoon. 

2d.-That he carried with him a Box full of Books, Titles &c. 
(lxiii) with the Report drawn up by Mr. Chandler, dated the day 
before, and the Schedule, No. 2 annexed thereto; but not the 
Book (B) of the proceedings nor a Copy of the Motions, debates 
•md refoltitions, and particularly thofe of the 17th 1 une, (lxi \) 
which required the prompt arrival of the three Commiffioners to 
meet a General Aifembly. 

Sd. That as early as Friday the 19th June, Mr. Lawe having ar
rived at Montreal, wrote his letter to the three Commiffioners ,in 
which he hurries them to fign immediately all the Papers, Reports, 
&c. confided to his care, telling them that his fray at Montreal is 

(lx) Book B. p .. 11. 
(!xi) Book B. of the proceedings of the 29th June 1789. 
(lxii) Book B, of the proceeding'~ of the 29th June 1739. 
lxiii) List of the Books, Paper, &c. dated and received the 17th June 17391 signe>d 

Gco. Lawe. 
(lxiv) Book B. of the proceeding of the 29th June 17Bg, Declaration of' :\1r. A. H. 

Genet, Secretary. 
(lxv) Letter dated at ::\Iontrenl on l<'riday evening, signed Geo. La\,'C1 address~d t() 

l\1essrs. :McGill Rouville and St. Ours. 
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{o limited by the Commiffioners at Quebec, that he cannot risk 
prolonging it farther than Monday then next, or the 22d. 1 unc at 
Noon, and he hopes you to be able to leave Montreal on Satur
day the 20th June. (lxv) He must have had it in view to get be~ 
fore the regular Po~t with the three Commiffioners at Montreal, & 
the return of the Post which would have facilitated our Correspon
dence with the three Commiffioners at Montreal. 

4th-deprived of the Book (B), Copy of the proceedings of the 
17th June, and of our Correspondence and hurried in this manner, 
the three Commiffioners of l\1ontreal wrote as early as Saturday 
the 20th, their complaints of this precipitation, maintaining that it 
reduced them to an impoffibility of examining fo many Papers in fo 
:!hort a time and to give their fanction to fuch a bufiness, & frating 
as their opinion that in the verv firft infrance a Public Advertife,. 
ment £hould require the declaration of the c.laims that there may 
be upon the Lands in queftion.-.-Finally that they truly regretted 
that the meafure of fummoning them to Quel?ec to make their 
Report had not been adopted . (lxvi) 

That finally Mr. Lawe had returned to Quebec, as early as 
Tuesday the 23d. I une at two o'Clock in the morning, and we 
only faw him at the Affcmbly of the 29th. 

Under thefe circumftances we made another motion (lxvii.) 
infrantly, that the three Commiffioners who, with us, made five 
of the fame oyinion, according to their letter in favor of an ad
vertifement to the public, as well as for an examination and Re· 
port by the majority of Votes, £hould immediately be required tcr 
be prefent at an Afsembly at Quebec on Monday then next or 
6th of July, but the four Commiffioners abfolutely refufed thi! 
and refolved amongft themfelves only, to deliver in, and they did 
deliver in, to Your Excellency, as early as the 30th of June 1789 
their report, dated the 17th, with the Schedule No. 2, annexed 
thereto and a part of the papers, omitting amongst them the 
B~ok B. (lxviii.) of the proceedings, the original Reports of the 
T1tles Nos. 1, 2 and 3, the draft of a Report and of an advertise• 
ment laid before the Afsembly the 2d May preceding, as well as 
all the Papers to which the Book B. of the proceedings refers. 

We did not fait to lay before Y otJr Excellency on the fame 
day, the 30th of June, our most humble obfervations upon thefe 
facts (lxix.) and upon fuch a report with its Schedule No. 2, sign• 

(Ixvi) I,etter dated from ::\Iontreal, Saturday the 20th June 1789 sianed Jame:t 
McCSill Quinson de St. Ours ane J. B. Hertelde Rouville. ' b 

(lxvii.) Book B. of the proceedings of the 29th June 1789. 
(lx~iii.) Li.st of Booki a~d papers at the foot.of their rE-port dated 17th June 1789. 
(lxiX.) Written obs~r~attons o~ the 50t~ June 1789, signed G. E. Taschereau and 

J. A. Panet, CommJsstoner:o whtch they Instantly ~~livered in themselves to my Lord 
Dorcbester~ 
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ed only by four, submitting that they could not be considered as 
the majority of nine, nor ought they to be maintained in the in
fractions by them committed of the previous refolutions of all the 
Commiffioners, and concluding forthwith that the Book B. :md the 
papers omitted .fb.ould be delivered in, and that the Chairman 
fb.ould be held to convoke promptly an AHembly of the nine 
Commiffioners, for the purpofe of making according to the major
ity of Votes a true anJ just report, either provisional or final, up
on the subject matter of the Commiffion. 

Since that we have received in cp.m.munication only what is 
mentioned in the Letter of Jenkin ~illiams, Esquire, Clerk, of 
the 27th August last, and have not down to this time feen any 
denial on the part of Mr. Chandler of the facts advanced in our 
observations and fusceptible of proof. The love of truth and 
of Justice had dictated them to us only in the hope that of neces
sity his Majefl:y would be made acquainted with them. 

2dly. Of the Report of James Gray, Efquire, Attorney Ge
neral and J enkin Williams, Efquire, Solicitor General of His 
Majefiy, dated the l 8th May 1790. 

Their functions regulated by the Laws of Canada in refpect of 
Civil matters are those of Advocates or Attornies General in a 
Parliament. They are stiled Attornies of the King or their dele
gates, and in the Inferior Tribunals are infiituted, ''For the pur
" pofe of maintaining the interests of the King or of the Public, 
" of the Church and of minors. It is for this reafon that all eau
" fes wherein thefe are concerned are communicated to them, 
" and after the Advocates of the parties have been heard, 
" they give their conclusions.'' (lxx.) The Court is not obliged 
to follow their opinion becaufe they are not Judges. ( lxxi.) 

They say they have studied much. 
1. To what extent they had been able to execut~ the Com-

miffion. 
2. What remabed to be done to fulfil it. 
3. What obfracles were encountered. 
4. Bv what means thefe obfiacles might be removed and the 

Commiffion fulfilled. 

1st. The proce-edings of a Committee of Council of this Pro
vince under the Royal Order bearing date at St. 1 ames the 18th 
August 1786. 

2d. That they have considered that the object in view by His 

lxx) Introduction a la \1ratique par Ferriere verbo avocats g.:n~reaux. 
lxxi) Ibidem verbo procureut general. U 
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Lands in queftion" His Majefty does not by this order declare 
th1t he hath fuppreffed or do[h fupprefs the order of J cfuits in 
Canada, frill lef'i that their eftates belong to him, and that at all 
events he gives them in the whole or in part to my Lord Am
herfl:, on the contrary, His Majefly approves the Report of his Pri
vy Council, which goes to the decifive point that, after the faith
ful Report of fuch an lnqueft, there !halt be paffed a Grant accor
ding to Law under the feal of this Province, in favor of my Lord 
Amherfl:, his heirs and affigns, of fuch parts, & not of the whole, 
of the Eftates belonging to the J cfuits, as can be lawfully granted. 
It is not then fufficient that it be found that parts be afcertaioed 
to be of the Efl:ates belonging to the Jefuits i~ Canada, it is ne
ceffary further to afcertain by a lawful inqueft, that their Efi:ates 
can, or could not, be lawfully granted by His Majefiy to my Lord 
Amherfr. 

The fpirit of the Royal order, by all the propofitions and con· 
ditions which it wifely contains, !hews clearly the true and effen
tial queilion which His Majefty was pleafed to permit to be treat• 
ed fully and with freedom as well as with rt>fpect :-

What portions of the Efl:ates belonging to the J efuits in Cana
da, could His Majefty on the 18th of Augufr 1786 lawfully give 
or grant to my Lord Amherft ? 

Is it fimply to order that you !hall afcertai.n in due form of 
Law, whether in fact and in Law, and in what manner, the King 
had, on the 18th of Auguft 1786, a right to give to my Lord Am
herft certain portions of the Eftates belonging to the Jefuits in 
Canada, and, if fuch be the cafe, a lawful grant_{hall be executed 
upon the conditions contained in the order. 

It cannot be denied that this was the queftion for the Royal 
Commiffion of the 29th December 1787, although it confiders 
what is not in the order of the 18th Augufr, to wit: that His 
Majefty was moved concerning the Efiates and Lands tcr His 
Majefl:y belonging, adding, and heretofore held and claimed in 
this Province of Quebec by a certain religious community known 
by the name of the order of the J efuits, neverthelefs tht> fame 
queftion is there propofed, which is the fourth, with what por
tions of the faid Lands His Majefty is now vefted, and he can law• 
fully give, in the above mentioned mJ.nner. 

The orders of the Commiffion do not then abfolutely determine 
that the King is vested with the Efl:ates belonging to the Jefuits, 
nor that His Majesty pm pofes to give them in any other manner 
that ~he Law appoints, but in both these documents the queftion 
only 1s ftated, a queflion which certainly comprehends a confidera-

ble number of others, and which requires the confideration and 
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the faithful Report of all the particulars of fall: and of Law, fore
feen and unforefeen, by the Attornies and Solicitor General of 
England, and to convince onefelf of this truth it is fufficient to 

obferve that the four Commiffioners, the King's Attorney and 
Solicitor General at Quebec, by their Report have undertaken to 
treat, although very fuperficially, and even to decide this great 
queftion. 

That they fubmit to His 1\'Iajefty that the faid feveral part\cu. 
lars, and all other material circumihnces attending the Lands in 
queftion, may be beft afcertained by an enquiry infiituted in the 
Province by Commifiioners to be appointed by His Majefty's Go
vernment, or by fuch proceedings in the nature of an inquifition, 
as he fhould find moft convenient to the Laws and ufages of the 
Province, to inilitute for that purpofe, and that until thefe par
ticulars ihould be fully afcertained, they were ftill unable to pre
pare fuch g• ant to the Petitioner as would be valid in Law. 

The Lords of the Committee of Council on the ll th Augufl:: 
1783, took into confideration the Report and the Petition there
in mentioned, and find that His 1\iajefly was pleafed by His Or
der in Council, dated the 9th Novemb~r 1770, to lil1en to the 
prayer of the Petitioners and to Order that there fhould be pre
pared the draft of a proper Initrument, to be paired under the 
Great Seal of Great Britain, for granting to Lord Amherft the 
Eftates belonging to the J efuits in Canada, referving to His M a .. 
jefty for Public ufes the Colleges and Chapels, with their appur
tenances, which belonged to the Society in Quebec, Montreal and 
Trois-Rivieres, the Graotee engaging to make fatisfaction to fuch 
of the then poffeffors as were in poffeffion at the time of the Con· 
quest 

The Lords of the Committee are in confequence of opinion, 
that in confiderat10n of the difficulties and delay that had hitherto 
attended the carrying into effect His Majefty's Gracious intention 
in favor of the Petitioner, His Majefty might authorize and direct 
the Governor of the Province of Quebec, to caufe the feveral par
ticulars ftated by the Attorney and Soqcitor General in their a
bove Report and all other circumftances attending the Lands in 
queflion, to be ascertained by Commiffioners to be appointed by 
His Majefty for that purpofe, and that upon return thereof, the 
Governor fhould pass a Grant under the Seal of the Province, to 

the Petitioner, his Heirs ?.nd Affigns, of fo much of the Eftates 
belonging to the Jefuits in the faid Province, as might be legally 
granted, under fuch tenures and fubject to all fuch payments and 
other rights of Seigniory, as might by Law belong to His Majefty, 
his Heirs and Succeifors, and under the refervations and condition~ 



152 

r;nentioned in His Majefly's prior order of the 9th Novembe-r 
l i70, and excepting thereout fuch parts or parcels thereof as His 
:Majefly's Governor ihould judge nec~flary to ?e rererve,d for 
Public ufes, and fuch Grant to be fubnutted to H1s Majefiy s fur
ther confideration. 

r.f'he 18th of Auguft 1786, His Majefty after having taken the 
f:1id Report into confideration, by the advice of His Privy Counul 
was pleafed to approve the recommendation therein contained, and 
to direct as by the fa id Order it is directed, that the fa id Re port 
{hould be exactly followed and put into execution whereof the 
Governor or Commander in Chief of the Province of Quebec, for 
His Majefry and all others concerned therein, ihould take notice,. 
and conform themfeves thereto. 

UTTER, without date, from the before named Revd. Father De 
Glapion directed to " Monfieur Louis Germain, fils, Negociant 
Quebec.'• 

The greater part of the E£htes, Lands, and Poff'effions which 
the Jefuits, now being in Canada, have enjoyed and {till enjoy as 
well in Fief and Seigniory as in Rolure, were given to them in 
ull property by the Kings of France, the Duke of Ventadour, 

the Commercial Company of Canada, and by generous individu .. 
als for the fubfifrence of the faid Jefuits, on condition that they 
would employ themfelves in inO:ruC\:ing the Indians and the Young 
French Canadians-The Jefuits acquitted themfelves fo w2ll of 
thofe two obligations that they merited, that Louis the Fourteenth 
of Glorious Memory, fhould by His magnificent Diploma of 
renew and ratify in their favor all their Efiates and all thofe gifts 
to them made Some other portions of proper
ty were purchafed by the old Jefuits with their own monies, and 
thofe purchafes were approved by the above mentioned Diploma. 

l3ut in October. 1789 the Jefuits then being in Canada were re
duced to the number of four and all of an advanced age-confe
quently they were no long~r in condition to acquit, by themfelves, 
the ftipulated obligations to infhuC\: the Savages and young Ca
nadians. 
Therefore they renounced purely, fimply, voluntarily & bona fide 

an property and poff'effion thereof to the Canadian citizens, in fa. 
vor of whom they were made, to the end that under the direcrion 
and authority, and with the approbation of l\fonfeigneur Jean 
Fran<;ois Xavier Hebert, moft itluflrious and Revd. Biihop of 
Quebec, and of his fucceff'ors Bifhops, provifion may be made 
forth~ inftruC\:ion of the Savages of Canada and of the young 
Capacijans. 
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This furrender, renunciation and affignment of property made 
for the benefit of the Canadian citizens and of the Province of 
Canada upon the clauses and conditions following. 

l. That the J efuits refident at Quebec, .!hall enjoy until tlle 
death of the lafr of them, the building which they occupy that 
has a view upon their upper Garden, and whofe front is to the 
South, that they !hall enjoy the faid Upper Garden, and the tuft 
of wood or the boccage which is at the end of the faid Garden 
towards the north-weft-That they !hall enjoy their Stables, 
Ice Houfe, Yard, W a!hhoufe, Well and W oodhoufe-That they 
!hall enjoy their Library and moveables, in their chambers, and in 
the whole building which they referve to themfelves-That 
they !hall enjo}' their Church, their Vefi:ry, and all the movea
bles and ornaments which are in the faid Chut·ch and Vestry
Their V efribule 
and the building (congregation) where the citizens congreganistcs 
meet at leafi: once a weak to the edification of the Public, that the 
faid Jefuifts rcfident at Quebec !hall continue to receive each . 
year a certain quantity of Hay, which is due to them in virtue of a 
contract paffed between them and the Sieur Jean Baptifte Nor
mand, living near the paffage of the River St. Charles. 

Second condition-That Father Etienne Thomas de Vi lien .. 
euve Girault, Miffionary of the Hurons of the Nouvelle Lorett~, 
fuall enjoy during the whole of his life the Church and V efl:ry, 
and all the moveables and Ornaments therein-That he !hall €n
joy all the Buildings and all the moveables with the UtenGls of 
the Garden, the Yard and all the Meadows which he hath en
joyed down to this day, that the faid Father Girault !hall have 
the right during his whole life and without paying therefor-to 
have ground at the lVIill of New Lorette, all the grain whereof he 
!hall have occafion for his fubsistence and that of hi> fervants. 

Third condition-That Father Bernard Well, ihall continue 
during his whole life to enjoy the Chapel and Veihy 

and the Ornaments and moveables therein, an ... l 
the Buildings, Gardens and Yards which he hath enjoyed down 
to this day in the Town of Montreal. 

Fourth condition-That the Canadian citizens !hall pay every 
year to each of the four Jefuits who are frill living, an annuity of 
3000 livres at the rate of the Province-which annuity !hall be 
paid at two terms, that is to fay, that they !hall pay to each of 
the four Jefutts 1500 livres every fix months, and the faid annui
ty fhall ceafe to be paid to each of them as each departs this life. 
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Quebec, 31st October, 1789. 

Sir, 

I forgot to apprize the Canadian Citizens that our residence of Mon· 
treal is cha~ged with a rent of 20,000 !Ivres Capital, in consequence 
of which the Reverend Fathers Floquet and 'Vee have for many years 
pa1d to Mr. Panet, Judge at Quebec, an annual rent of one thcu-;and 
lines. 1 beg that you will menuon this to them and you Will oblige 

(Signed) GLAPION, Jes. 
Your Servant, 

To Mr. Louis Germain, Jnnr. 
Merchant in the Upper Town of Quebec. 

7th December 1758.-Conftitution of 1000 livres annual rent 
granted by the RevJ. Fathers Floquet (Pierre Edouard) Superior 
of the Refidence of the Jefuits at Montreal, according to the ad
vice and with the approbation of the Rev d. Father Jean Saint Pe, 
Principal of the College and Superior General of the Millions of 
the Company of Jefus in New-France, to Mr. Michel Martel, 
Principal Clerk of the 1_\,larine, doing the duty of Commiifary 
General ( Commissaire Ordonnateur) at l\1ontreal, payable an
nually on the 28th of Auguft, for fecuring which rent and the 
principal thereof, there is a Special h.7JPOi lu§que, upon the Sei
gniory of Laprairie de la Magdelaine, and generally upon all the 
Property, moveable, immoveable, prefent and to come, of the re
fidence of Montreal, without that one Obligation derogate from 

the other. 
The faid Confiitution made in confideration of 20,000 Iivres and 

to fettle that of a like fum being the amount of the Note of hand 
of the {aid Father Floquet, in favor of the faid Martel of the 18th 
Augufi: last, delivered up to the faid Floquet, the faid 1000 livres 
redeemable in one or more payment.,, whereof the leaft fuall be 
of 4000, giving previous Notice in all the month ofOctober. The 
said Contract is Signed upon the exemplification thereof, Bouron 
and Douire De Bleury, Notaries, and Sealed with the Seal of the 
Royal J urisdifiion of Montreal, the 9th December of the year 
1758. 

The faiu Contract of Conftitution was enregifl:ered at the office 
of the Provincial Secretary the 21st. Februarv 1770 in the 
French Re gift er Letter (D) Page 650. ~ ' 

A ffignment of this Contract of Confiitution bv J ~an Dumas 
Esqr. Juftice of the Peace at Montreal, Attorney by fubftitutiO'~ 
of Chriftopher Peliffier, who held a general power of Attorney of 



155 

Jean Michel Martel, and Dame Agathe Beaudoin, his wife, to 
Pierre Pcmet, Notary and Advocate at l\1ontreal, in confidera .. 
tion of the Sum paid to the fatisfaction of the Affignor, paffed be
fore Maitre Mezieres and his Colleague, Notaries, at :Montreal, 
the J 3th January, 1771. 

Acceptation of the faid Affignment by the Revd. Father Flo
quet, Superior, who acknowledges the fame to have been duly 
intimated to him, by Act paffed before the fame Notary the 
Eleventh of February of the fame year. 

The rents thereof have been paid up to the 8th March last. 

REPORT OF THE COUNCIL ON EDUCATION. 

To His Excellency the Right Honourable GuY Lord DoRCIIE~
TER, Governor General of the Province of Quebec, &c. &c. 

MAY IT PLEASE YouR LoRDsHIP, 

The Committee being this day affembled, in obedience to Your 
Lordlhip's Order, came to fundry Refolves thereon, as cxpreffive 
of their unanimous opinion; which, with the caufe of the delay 
of their deliberations and Report, are contained in the Copy of 
their Journal hereunto annexed. 

All which is nevertheless fubmitted to Your Lordfhip's great 
wisdom. 

By Order of the Committee, Quebec Council Chamber, at the 
Bifhop's Palace,-Thursday 2Gth November 1789. 

(Signed) WILLIAM Sl\1ITH, Chairman. 

JouRNAL of a Committee of the Council charged to report on 
the fubject of the Education of Youth in this Province. 

At a Meeting, Thursday 26th November 1789. 
PRESENT, 

The Chief Juftice, Mr. Grant, 
Mr. Dunn, Mr. Baby, 
Mr. Delery, Mr. Dupre. 

Read the Order of Reference, dated 31st May 1787. 

THURSDAY 31st May 1787. 
His Lordfhip called the attention of the Council to the great 

X 
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object of the Education of Youth through all the extent of the 
Provinc.e, and it is committed to the Chief Juftice, Mr. Dunn, 
Mr. Mabane, Mr. Delerv, Colonel Caldwell, Mr Grant, Mr. De 
St. Ours, Mr. Baby and ·Mr. Dupre to report with all convenient 
fpeed, the beft mode of remedying the defects, an Eftimate of 
the Expence, and hy what means it may be defrayed,-Any other 
Member affiftmg the Committee, to have a voice. 

(Signed) J WILLIAMS. 

Obferved by the Chairman, that His Lordiliip's Order fuppo
fing defects in the means of Education, the duty of the Corn· 
mittee feemed to be to explore the caufes and point to the re· 
medy. 

That as the fubject was not capable of the di8cuffion the refe
rence required without fome local information, he had fince put 
a feries of queftions into the hands of Mr. Panet, one of the 
Canadian Lawyers, in the hope of being able to have fpread be· 
fore the Committee pertinent communications from every Pariih. 
of the Ancient Settlements in the two Diftricts of Quebec and 
Montreal. 

The Queftions were thefe-" Enquiry to extend to :-
" (I) The condition or prefent ftate of Education. A lift of the 
" Parishes and incumbents, and of the number of the Parifhoners 
" in each, and the amount of their respective Church Revenues. 

" The number of their Schools, and the kind of inftruction. 
" What tht>ir fupport ? Can it be true, that there are not more 
" than half a dozen in a Pariili that are able to write or read? 

(2) "The caufe of the imperfect ftate of infiruction. What 
" kinds of public and general tuition are eftabliilied ? What the 
" Funds? What the Income ? To what the ufes and ends? 
" What the i1npediments ? 

" A Minute detail defired, that the remedy may be the better 
" a':lapted to the evil, and the neceffity there is for proper infti· 
" tutions. 

(3) " The remedy or means of inftruction. The main objec.t 
" is the cultivation of knowledge. 

" Suprofe a Union for this purpofe fafe to the Catholic as well 
" as Proteftant perfuafions, and encouraged by all enlightened 
" and patriotic characters, whatever the diverfity of their reli
" gious tenets, is it poffible to hope to take a ftep towards efta. 
" bliihing a U niverfity in the Province, or to find Schools intra
" ductive of a U niverfity? How may inftructors be acquired ? 
" By what means can a taile or defire of infiruction be excited 
" in the Pari!hes ? ' 
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n The means muft be adapted to the condition of the Colony. 
1.-" To the strength and ability of the Inhabitants. 
2.-" To the aid to be expected from the Provincial Legislature. 
3.-" To the contrjbutions probable from abroad, in money 

cc and bouks, and towards an apparatus for experiments in Na
" tural Philofophy. 

Upon the firft point, 
" Will the Chief Inhabitants concur in asking for an incor

'' poration? Will the tiubscribers for the Library place it in the 
" hands of a Corporation for a College ? 

" May any thing be hoped for, in the way of private contri
" bution, for an erection of the eftablifhment, in any particular 
" place or part of the Province ? 

Upon the fecond point. 
" What L.mds of the Crown are there proper to be fettled 

" for the ufe of fuch a Society ? 
Upon the third poipt. 

" Without an eftabli!hment by Charter, every gift will be de
" pendant upon private confidence, and then nothing is to be ex. 
" pected from abroad This will not be fo, if the Stock and 
" Revenue are in hands having the confidence of the Govern
" ment, and may it not be expected to fil?d men of learning for 
H che profeffors' chairs free from narrow prejudices ? 

" May we not flatter ourfelvcs, that a Circular Letter to the 
" Pailors of each Parifh, will bring us an exact account of the 
" Pari!hes, and awaken a fpirit of enquiry, and afford ufeful in
" formation of the peculiar advantages of the Pari!hes for the 
" fpecial improvements of which they are capable ? 

The Chairman added. 
That as yet Mr. Panet had not (poffibly from the interruptions 

of his practice at the Bar) fent in any answers to thefe quefiions. 
That this delay having been fuggefl:ed to H1s Lordihip in 

Council, upon his ufual eaU for quickening the unreported refe
rences, the Chairman then looked for the information from the 
good offices of Mr. Baby, one of the Members of this Com
mittee, who undertook to fpeak to Mr. Pan et and forward the work. 

That the Chairman proceeded nExt, to bring the heads of the 
Clergy of the Catholic Communion acquainted with the benevo
lent intention of the Reference, and for that purpufe the follow
ing Letters were written laft Auguft. 

" QuEBEc, 13th Auguft 1789. 
" Right Reverend Sir, 

f' A Committ<;c of the Coundl, of which I am Chairman, 
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" have had it in charge ever fi.nce the 31st May 17 8 7, to re
" port to the Noble Lord at the head of the Government, upon 
" the interefiing fubject of giving a fpring to fcience upon a 
" great fcale, by an Univerfity in this Province. 

" The quefi:ions inclofed, are ftated for acquiring fome infor
" mation, preparatory to a Meeting of the Committee and were 
" put for that purpofe into private hands, who have not fuc
" ceeded, and are now fubmitted to your inspection, in the per
" fuafion that your power and inclination, will be equal to a de
" fign, which independent of the benefits of promoting the 
" Children of this Country by qualifying them for public 
" honors and Service, is conducive to the prosperity of the Pro
" vince, and the intereft of humanity at large. 

" I have transmitted another Copy to your venerable Coadjutor, 
" and I am perfuaded that our Committee will accept your's and 
" his aids, and those of all the Clergy under your care, with great 
" gratitude, and be very ready to Co-operate with you in this 
" · honorable and great work. 

" I have the honor to be, 

" Right Rev d. Sir, 

" Your moft obedient and humble Servant, 

" (Signed) 

Monfeigneur l'Eveque de Quebec. 

W. SMITH." 

"Quebec, 13th August, 1789. 
" Right Revd. Sir, 

" The enclosed queries were designed to procure information for a 
'' report to the Governor General from a Committee of the Council, 
" with a view to the erection of a University in this Province. 

" Having written this day to Monseigneur l'Eveque upon this subject, 
" I send you a Copy o~ th~ queries, in the persua:;ion that your good 
" offices cannot be wantmg m a concern of such interesting utility. 

" I have the honor to be, Right Revd. Sir, 

" Your most obedient and most humble Servt. 

u (Signed) WM. SMITH. 

" Right Revd. Mr. Bailly, Co-adjutor &c. &c." 
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[Answers] 

" Quebec, 13th August, 1789. 
cc Sir, 

'' I have the honor of your letter of this day, I shall have that of re
'' turning you an answer, when I shall have maturely considered the im
" portant object to whtch it relates. 

" I have the honor to be, Sir, 

" Your most humble and most obdt. Servt. 

" JEAN FRANCOIS HUBERT, 
Bishop of Quebec." 

"The HonLle. Wm. Smith. 

" Sir, 

" It was this morning when I received the Honor of your letter, I 
" shall consider it a duty to return an answer to your demand as soon 
" as it wi 1 be in my power to do so, per:;uaded that you will assist i11 
" accomplishing a work so useful to the Province. 

" I have the honor to be, Sir, 

" Your most humble and most obdt. Servant, 

" (Signed) CHARLES FRANCOIS DE GASPE'. 
Co-adjutor at Quebec. 

The Chairman then added, that he was lately honored with the fol. 
lowing communicative letter on the subject, from the Right Reverend 
Bishop of Quebec. 

Quebec, 18th November, 1789. 

" The Honble. William Smith, Chief Justice. 

'· Sir, 
cc The following is the result of my reflections upon the scheme 

" which you did me the honor of communicating by your Letter of the 
" 13th of August. 

" Nothing is more worthy of the wisdom of the Government under 
which we live, than the encouragement of science by every pos:.ible 
means, and with respect to myself, let me assure you, nothing can be 
more agreeable to my views and wishes. At the name of an University 
in the Province of Quebec, my natiw Country, I bless the Almighty 
for having inspired the design, and my prayers are offered for the exe· 
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cution of it. However, as you give me to understand, that my opinion 
wilt be received w1th pleasure, I ought to suggest to the Honorable 
Council and to the Committee, in whose name, I conceive, you have 
written to me, the following observatiOns. 

" J st. It is very doubtful whether the Provinne can, at present, fur
" nish a sufficient number of students to occupy the masters and pro
" fessors that would necessarily be required to form an university. While 
" there remains in Canada so mt.ch land to clear~ it is not to be expect
u ed that the Country inhabitants will concern themselves about the lib
" eral arts. A farmer in easy circumstances, who wishes to leave his 
" children a comfortable inheritance, will rather bring them up to 
" Agriculture, and employ his money in the purchase of lands, than 
'' procure them learmng of which he knows nothing himself, ~ar.d ot 
" the value of wh1ch it is scarcely possible he should h11ve an idea. 
~' Every nation upon the Globe has successively given proof of my asser
" tion, the scieuces having flourished only when there have been more 
" inhabitants than necessary for the cultivation of the land.-This is 
" not yet the case in Canada, an immense space of Cou otry, where the 
" lands, little unproved, offer on all hand;; wherewithal to exercise the 
" industry and stimulate the interest of the settlers. The Towns 
" therefore stand alone for furnishing Students to the University. 

" There an~ but four Towns in the Province : William Henry, still 
" uninhabited : Tl9ree Rivers, scarcely meriting the name of a Town: 
" The inhabitants of Quebec and Montreal, it is known, are not very 
" numerous: Besides, it is probable, con~idering the present scarcity 
" of money aud the poverty of the Citizens, that Montreal can not send 
" many youths to the University ? In the course of every t)VQ years, 
" ten or twelve Scholars are sent from thence to Quebec to study Philo
" sophy ; if more should come from thence, the whole town would mur
" mur :-Many for want of Funds, are compelled to finish their stu
" dies when only in the class of Rhetoric-yt>t the Seminary of Que
" bee teaches Philosophy gratis, as well as the other branches of sci
" ence, and the greatest sum required from a Student, never exceeds 
" twelve pounds sterling per annum : ••• Hence I conclude that the peri· 
" ad is not arrived for foundwg an University at Quebec. 

" 2d.-I understand by Uni'Ver.sity, a Company, Community or 
" Corporation composed o~ several Colleges, in which Prof~ssors are 
" placed to teach several sciences. The found;Hiop then of an U niver
" sity pre:suppos~8 ao establjshment o~ Colleges dependant . thereon, 
'' and furmshmg Students for It ; accordwg to the most e teemed Chro· 
" nologists, the University of Paris, the most ancient in the world 
" was only fnunde~ 'in the twelfth Century, though the kingdom of 
" France had substst~d from .the fifth.-N othing thc::refore seems to 
" urge such an establishment m a Province newly risen into existence 
" wh~re there are but two s~all_College~, and which might, perhaps, be 
" obl1.ged to apply to foretgn ~ount:tes for professors to sit in the 
'' chatrs, and for Scholars to rece1ve the1r Lectures, 
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~' It will be objected that the Anglo-Americans, our neighbour<J, 
" though the Settlement of their Cl)Untry is not of long date, have ne
" vertheless furnished themselves with one or more Universities :--But 
" it must be observed, that their proximity to the sea, which is not th~ 
" case with us, having rapidly extended their commerce, multiplied 
" their Towns and encreased their population, it is not to be wondered 
" that they should be more advanced tpan we are, and that the progres3 
" of two Countries, so differently situated, should not be exactly alike. 

" 3d.-Supposing the two foregoing reflections refuted by other~ 
" more judicious and wise, I wish to know by what plan it is proposed 
" to govern the administration of this C.:>rnmunit y, before I take any 
" step respecting the Clergy of my Diocese or the Canadians collective. 
" ly. The project of an University in general does not meet my senti 
" ments. I should like a more minute detail. How many different 
" sciences are intended to be taught there? This question is import
" ant ; a greater number requiring, of necessity, a greater number of 
" professors, and consequently, greater Revenues.-Is it intended that 
" it should be governed by one Rector, or by a Society of Directors? 
" If by a Rector, is the appointment to be for life, or is he to be re
" moveable at the end of a given number of years? Who are to be the 
" persons to nominate either him or the Directors, if that mode of Ad
" mini ·tration were to take place ? Would it be the King, the Go
" vernor, the Citizens of Quebec, or the P10vince at large? What 
" rank or character would be given to the Bishop, and what to his coad
'' jutor in the Establishment ? \Vould it not be proper that both, or 
n one at least of them should hold a distinguished station ? 

" This is not all, an Union protecting the Catholic & Prates
"' tant Subject had been previoufly announced. Thefe terms are 
" very vague. What are the meafures to be taken to procure fo 
" neceffary a junction ? will it be anfwered by propofing for the 
'' univerfity, perfons unprejudiced in thrir opinions ? this, far 
'' from refolving the difficulty, teems only to encreafe it. For 
" what is meant by perfons unprejudiced r the true fenfe of the 
" expreffion relates to perfons who are neither unwifely prepof
" feifed in their notions in fa vor of their own nation, nor unad~ 
" vifedlv zealous to infpire into youth not inftructed therein) 
" the principles of their Communion; further, they ought to be 
" virtuous and moral perfons, who govern themfelves by Gofpel 
" principles and Chriil:ianity : whereas in the frile of modern 
" writers, a perfon unprejudiced in his opinions, is one who 
" oppofes every principle ot Religion, who, pretending to con
" duct himfelf by the law of nature alone, foon becomes irnmo
" ral and not fubordinate to the Laws, fo neceff'ary to be in. 
" culcated upon youth; if It be intended that they fhould con
" duct themfelves uprightly; men of this character (and this 
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" age abounds with them, to th~ misfortun.e and. revolution of 

" nadons) would by no means fUlt the eftabhfhment propofed. 

" After thefe preliminary obfervations, which feemed to me 

'' effential, I fhall endeavor, sir, to aniwer your different quef .. 

" tions. 
" Question I.-The condition or prefent fl:ate of Education:-

" Lift of the parifhes and incumbents, and of the number of the 

" Parifh.ioners in each, and the amount of their refpective church 

" revenues" 
" Answer-Nothing fo eafy as to give a lift of the parifhes 

" and incumbents, but it will be fh.ewn by and by that fuch lift 

" is unneceuary, in the bufinefs in queftion. It is not fo eafy to 

H fh.ew the amount of the Church Revenue. 
" I.-What is termed ecclefiafrical contributions or oblations, 

" is merely a cafualty. 
" 2.-Tithes are not fo rigoroufly exacted, nor in the fame 

" proportion as in Europe. Here they are only the 26th part 

" of wheat, oats and peas ; 'tis true, they muft be brought to 

" the parsonage houfe. To this are reduced in Can<1da what 

" are called in England predial Tithes. Refpecting the mixej 

" Tithes, collected upon hogs, milk, wool &c. and the perfonal 

" Tithe collected upon manual labour or works proceeding from 

" induftry, fuch as the mechanic arts, fifheries &c. they are al

" together unknown and difufed in this country. Our Tithes 

" therefore proceeding but from grain, are liable to great chan

" ges of augmentation or diminution from one year to the other, 

" depending upon a favourable or unfavourable feafon. There

" fore it v;ould be difficult to afcertain with precifion the amount 

" of the revenues belonging to the incumbents. 

" .~JHSlion.-What fchools are there, and what is the kind 

" of inftruction? what is their fupport ? 
" Answer.-The Reverend Fathers the Jefuits of Quebec, 

" before the year 1776, always kept or caufed to be kept a· well 

" regulated fchool, where young perfons were taught reading, 

'' writing and arithmetic-this fchool was free to every one. 

" But Government having thought fit to lodge the records of 

" the Province in the only apartment of the houfe where fcho

" lars could be -admitted, the Reverend Fathers could not con

" tinue the good work. 
" There are fome Canadian Mafiers in Town who for pay

" m:nt teach reading and writing-their fchools arc regular and 

" da1ly, and pretty well frequented-the parents of the children 

" fent there are tolerably well fatisfied with the progrefs they 

" make 



I at 

eJ 
m' 

~ 
.e. 

d 

163 

" At 1\Iontreal, the Seminary ever fince the time of its in
" ftitutiort has fupported a free fchool, where children of all 
" ranks are taught reading and writing. Books are given them 
" gratis. This fchool remarkable for its extreme regularity, has 
'' had t hree hundred children at a time. 

" The Nuns or congregated filters at Montreal have a nume
" rous boarding fchool for the inltruction of young gentlewo
" men. The Urfuline Nuns at Quebec and Three-Pivers, have 
" each another boarding fchool; alfo the Nuns of the General 
" Hofpital of Quebec. The young ladies in thefe fchools are 
" taught reading, writing; need le and other work, fuitable to the 
" fex, fuch as embroidery &c. ; but above all things, they are 
cc taught virtue-public fchools are alfo k rpt for young women 
" in the three Towns of the Province, one at Montreal bv the 
" congregated Silters, one at Three.Rivers by the Urfulines, 
" one at Quebec by the U rfulines, and one by the Sifters in the 
" Lower-Town, the Schools kept in the Country Pari!hes by 
" Millions from the congregated filters mufi: not be forgotte n. 
" 'I'hey fpread a great deal of inltruction. Thefe communities 
" at their own charge fupport their refpective fchools, and they 
" are alfo fupported and encouraged by the attention and vigi
" lance of the fuperiors of the Church, who are careful to fee 
" that the intent of the eftablifhments be fulfilled. Above all 
" things, the minds of the children in thofe fchools are infpired 
" with morality, and a love and veneration for religion, the prin
" ciples of which they are taught to underltand. 

" There are fome Eng1ifh Malters who teach Schools at Que
" bee, Montreal and Three-Rivers, but I do not know th~:ir 
" different branches of Inltruction, nor their fupport. 

" !f.Jtestion.-Can it be true that there :are not more than half 
" a dozen in a Pari!h that are able ro write or read ? 

" Answer.-Such a report, it is true, is publicly fpoken of, 
" and if I miltake not, malicioufly fpread abroad, to difgrace the 
" Canadians. The impofition harh even reached His Royal 
" Highnefs Prince William Henry. It would be difficu lt to prac
" tise fuch deception upon perfons well acquainted with the Pro
" vince. For my part, I am convinced that upon an average, 
" from twenty-four to thirty perfons may eafily be found in every 
" Parish who can read and write. 'Tis true the number of wo
" men fo inltructed, exceeds that of the men. 

" Question.-The caufe {If the imperfect ftate of infiruction. 
" What kinds of public and general tuition are eltablifhed? what 
" the Funds ? what the Income? to what the ufes and the 
H ends l Y 
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" Answer.-Claffical learning and Rhetoric are publicly taught 
" in the College of Montreal fince the year 1773, and Geogra. 
" phy and Arithmetic are beginning to be taught-! have reafon 
" to expect this Establifhmenr, will in time produce a good effect. 
" -The ProprietoJ"s of tht: ;_ 'ollege folicited me in September 
" }aft, to let them have a Profeff'or of Philofophy and Mathematics, 
" and I £hall do all in my power to procure them one.-The 
" _ollege belongs to the Adminiftrators of the Parifh Church 
" Revenues of Montreal, it has no other fu 11 d than the board 
" p;.\id by the Students, and the liberality of the Ecclefiast1cs of 
" the Seminary-The Chorch-Wardens fee m to have its fupport 
" much at heart, it is already of great Public ufe. Boys who 
" cannot afford to live in the College as boarders, are received 
" as day Scholars, for the moderate Sum of one Gninea per an· 
" num. 

" The Seminary at Quebec was founded and endowed by Mr. 
" Francis De Laval de Montmorenci, firft Bifhop of Canada
" Its own Revenues fupport it. The Adminifrration of thofe re· 
" venues is fubmitted to the inspection of the Bi!hop, who an .. 
" nually examines the accotmts of the income and Expenditure, 
" as well as thofe of acquifitions made under the Foundation. 
" This Seminary, by its Confl:itution, is only held to inftrufr 
" young Clergymen for the Service of the Diocefe, but fince the 
" conqueft of the Province by His Britannic Majefiy's Arms, 
" Public inftruction has been voluntarily and gratuitoufiy given
" Theology, the Claffics, Rhetoric, Moral and Natural Philofo. 
" p~y, Geography, Arithmetic and all the different branches of 
" the Mathematics are taught. It has produced and produce'.! 
" daily learned men in all the fciences they have fiudied, capable 
" of doing honor to their Education and Country, Witness Mr. 
" Delt!ry, Mr. De Salaberry, Mr. Cugnet the younger, Mr. 
" Descheneaux, &c. without naming a great number of Ecde
" fiaftics who distinguifh themfelves among our Clergy. 

" When Englifh young Gentlemen have defired to come into 
" the Seminary they have been admitted there upon the fame 
" footing with Canadians, without any diftinction or partiality. 
" They were exempted, however, from attending Religions du· 
" ties, differing from the principles of their belief. 

" I fhould not omit mentioning, that, £nee the Conqueft, the 
" Bifhops of Quebec h-ave always refided at the Seminary, where it 
u is made a point of duty to furnifu appartments and a Table for 
" them gratuitoufly and honorably.-1\loreover, this Seminary has 
" always been remarkable for the Charities daily beftowed there, 
" as for zeal in cafes of Public contribution. 
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" Question-Whence proceed the discouragements and fau1ts ? 
" Answer-It may be answered, that of ali the Young Gen-

, t ' tlemen, naturally ftudious and virtuous, who have begun their 
~~ " ftudies at a fit age, not one has been discouraged at the Semi

" nary ; they left it with thanks and acknowledgements for the 
"principles they learned. Indeed, there has been found among 
" the number, fome of fiubborn difpofitions, little adapted for the 

~~ " fciences, or incapable of that refiraint which is neceifary to the 
~ '' acquifition of good morals. Thefe have gone away ignorant, 

" and unfortunately, judging by their mcapacity, an unfavorable 
" opinion is entertained of the learning to be acquired in the Se
" minary. Hence, proceeds the idea, pretty generally propagated, 
" that Bone are admitted into the Claffes there but fuch as are 
" difpofed to ta~e up an Ecclefiaftical life-that their inftruction 
" is directed only to that ftudy, and otherwife very contracted ; 
" an idea that could not be repreifed even by the Publication in 
"rhe Quebec Gazette of the 4th of October 1787, No. J 155, 
"which announced to the Engiiili and French Youth the open
" ing of the ordinary Mathematical Class at tht! Seminary, where
" in would be taught, ac.cording to ufage for twenty years back, 
" Arithmetic, A gebra, Geo;netry, Trigonometry, together with 
er Conic Sections and Tactics, in both languages, and without ex
" pence to the Scholars. 

'' The preference given to old fubjects and even to ftrangers, 
"over the Canadians in Appointments to Public Offices and 
" places of Trufi, may, perhaps, be an additional caufe of dis
" couragement. But this is not within my sphere, nor is it witl 
" me to enquire whethn fuch complaints are well or ill founded ; 
" befides, it is my duty and the duty of all my Countrymen to 
" render endless thanks to The Right Honorable Lord Dorchefier, 
'' for the favours he has been pleafed tQ heap upon our Nation 
" whenever opportunities have offered. 

" Question-The remedy or means of Infiruction-What 
" fieps can be taken towards eftab tifhing a U oiverfity in this 
" Province ? or Sc.hools introductive of a Univerfity ? 

" Answer-To this I answer :-
1.-That according to my firft obfervation at the beginning of 

" this letter, it appears we a.re not yet arrived at the period for 
" eftabliihing an U niverfity at Quebec. 

2.-That in order to put the Pro~ioce in a fi:ate of enjoying, in 
u the process of time, so precious an ad vantage as that of a_n U ni ... 
" verfity, it is neceffary to ufe all poffible means of fnpportmg and 
"encouraging the Education already tau~ht in the College_ of Mon
" treal, and Seminary of Quebec.-Tlus I watch over wuh great 
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" attention. Generally fpeaking, the Scholars are capable, at the 
" time of quitting their ftudies, of embracing with fuccess any 
"kind of fcience taught at an Univerfity, whether Jurisprudence, 
" Phyfic, Surgery, Navigation, Fortification &c. 

3 .- Another object not less effential, for the prefent, wou1d 
" be to procure a third place of Public infirutl:ion for Youth. It 
" will be asked, no doubt, by what means ? I fhall mention one 
" that is not, perhaps, impracticable.-There is m the centre of 
" Quebec, a handfome and fpacious Colleget the greatest part of 
" which is occupied by the troops in the Garrifon-May not that 
" College be drawn nearer to its primitive infiitution by fubftitut
" ing infiead of thofe Troops, if it fhould be His Excellency's pleas
" ure, fome ufeful Claffes, fuch as the Civil Law, and Naviga
" tion, to which may be added, if approved of, the Mathematical 
" Class now taught at the Seminary ? Might not that College itw 
" felf, in the courfe of time, be conftituted an U niverfity and fup
" port itfelf in part, with Revenues of the Eftates now belonging 
" to the Jefuits ? This mode of proceeding gradually to the efta
" blifhment of an Univerfity, appear~ to me much mor~ prudent 
" and fure. I acknowledge the meritorious fervices of the 
" Reverend Fathers the 1 efuits and tlie zeal with which they have 
" laboured in this Colony for the inftructiorl & falvation of Souls
" Nevertheless, I fhould not be backward in taking immediate 
'' mea{ures for securing their College as well as their other Efiates 
" to the Canadian people, under the authority of the Bifhop of 
" Quebec . But to whom ought the Government of the Jefuits' 
" College belong 1f it were again fet on foot ? Firft, to the 
" Father Glapion for his life, and afterwards to thofe who !hould 
" be appointed by the Bifhop.-Does any one wonder at fuch a 
'~ Plan ? I will fiate the principles upon which I ground it 

" 1 o. The Funds of the College will only confiH: of the 
" Eftates of the J efui ts. 

" 2 ° . The Provin~e has no right to appropriate them to itfelf 
" but for their original deftination. 

" 3 o . The propagation of the Catholic Faith, is the principal 
" motive afllgned in all the Title Deeds. 

" 4 ° . The circumftances of the Donations and the quality of 
" Donors, would alone prove that to be their intention. 'J'he 
" Canadians, confidered ac; Catholics, have therefore a right to 
" thofe Eftates, which appears incontestible. 

" 5 o. The infirutl:ion of the Savages, and the fubfiftence of 
" their Miffionaries, appearing to have greatly aCtuated the Donors 
" of thofe Eftates, is it not fit that the Biihop of Quebec, who 
" names thofe Miffionaries, fuould hav~ !t in his power to decide 
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''in theit· favor, respecring the application of that part of the faid. 
" Efiates which fhall have been found to ha\e been given with 
" that intent, rather than fee them burthemfome to Government as 
" many of them have been for fome years ? Therefore, in pre· 
" ferving the Efiatcs of the Jefuits to the Canadia.ls under the au
" thority of the Bi!hop, he would have a right to caufe this eifential 
" part of the intention of the Donors to be executed, and it is 
" befides very probable that the College and the Public would be. 
" come gainers by it. 

" ~ restwn-By what means can a tafi:e or rlefire for infi.ruc· 
" tion be excited in the Parifhes ? 

" ..tlnswrr-This, in my opuuon, fhould be committed to the 
" zeal and ,·igilance of the Curates, fupported by the '-'ountry 
" M:agiftrates. 

" A Calumnious writer hath malicioufly reported to the Pub' ic, 
'' that the Clergy of this Province, do all in their power to keep 
" the people in ignorance, in order to domineer over them I 
" do not know upon what ground he has been able to found fo 
" rafh a propofition, contradicted by the care always taken by the 
H Clergy to procure to the people fuch infi:ruCl:ion as they are fus ... 
" ceptible of. The feverity of the Climate 0f this Country, the d is· 
" tances between the houfes of its Country inhabitants, the difrJ. .. 
" culty of aifembling the Children of a Parifh into one place, espcci· 
" ally in the winter, as often as it would be neceifary for tht.ir .Edu
" cation, the inconvenience to a teacht'r ot going daily to a great 
'' number of private houfes :-Such are the obfiacles that have ren
" dered ufeless the defires of manv of the Curates, whofe efforts to 
" infiruct the Children of their Pa~ifhes are within my knowledge: 
" But in Towns or Villages, fuch as L' Affomption, BoU(.hervillc, 
" La Prairie de la Magde~eine, rl errebonne, L:~ Rivi t:re du 
" Chesne &c. we have the pleafure of finding the people, in gene
" ral pretty well informed, moft of thefe Villages are fupplied 
" with Schoolmafiers. 

" Question-W1ll the p-rincipal Citizens concur in asking a Charter 
" of Incorporation ? 

" Answer.-1 understand a Charter to be Letters Patent fixing and 
~' consolidating the estabhahment of any Society or Body whatsoever
H tu which I answer, that such a Charter as should be immediately pro
" cured in favor of this renovated Jesuits' College, might hereafter be 
~' renewed in favor of an University; which WI1Uld afford a great sup
" port to those es1abhshments, and much encouragement ~o the _people. 

" Question.-Are there not Lands of the Crown wh1ch might be 
~' proper to request the Grant of, for t_he benefit of the University? 

H Answer.-Time will bring all tlungs about. On the supposition 
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" educa ion of youth, a part of those Estate:! would in time be impro
" ved, and produce sufficient funds to be able to spare a part for the ne
" ces-ary ~uppolt of an University. Independently thereof, may ~e 
" not hope that His Majesty, full of benevolence towards the prosperity 
t-c of his subjects, would grant them, for a work of this nature, some 
" new Grants en roture, or en fief, out of the 'Vaste Lands of the 
" Crown. 

" Question .- The funds and design being committed to such trusts 
" as the Governor General may think proper, may not much be expect· 
" ed, when men of learning, free from illiberal prejudices are in the Pro· 
" fessors' chair, for the Liberal Arts and Sciences? 

" An1wer.-It seems to me I have sufficiently answered this ques
" tion in my third preliminary observation ; I shall unly add, that The
" ology wtll always be taught at the Seminary, and consequently this ob
" ject will never be burdensome to the pubhc. 

" You have now, Sir, my reflections and answers respecting the plan of 
" an U nivers1ty, proposed bx the Honorable the Legislative Louncil. I 
" have informed you with freedom and sincerity, that so early an est ab
" lishment of an Umversity at Quebec, does not appear to me suitable 
(' to the present circumstances of the Province. U pan this occasion I 
" have laid open my views and way of thinking, relative to the Educa
" tion of our Youth. lt remains, that I request you to refer this let
" ter to the Committee upon the establishment in question, assuring 
" them that nothing is nearer to my wishe. than to conciliate in all things 
" my respect for the Government and the Honourable Cou .1 cil wtth 
" what 1 owe to my Nation, to my Clergy, and to that Religion which 
" I have sworn at the foot of the Altar to maintain to the end of my life. 

•' I have the honour to be, 

" Sir, 

" Your most humble and most obedient servant, 

(Signed) " JEAN FRANCs. HUBER T, 
'' Bishop of Quebec." 

The causes of the non-convention of the Committee before this day 
being thus explained, the Chairman, as leading to the discussion <'f the 
very important subject of the reference, begged leave to observe to the 
Committee, 

That the main enquiry, (the res'Ult of which was to be reported to· 
His Lordship,) appeared to be:-~ 

To what extent or degree it was expedient to introduce the means of 
education in this Province ? 

That certainly there could be no division of sentiment, respecting that 
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elementary instruction necessary to the lower classes in all countries; the
want of which left a people in a state of base barbarism. 

By these he meant, 
1 -Pari1h Free Schooh, or a School in every Village, for reading, 

writing, and the four common Rules of Arithmetic. 
2.-A Countg Free School, one at least for further progress in Arith

metic, the Languagee, Grammar. B'>Ok-keeping, Guaging, Navigation, 
Surveying and the practical branches of the Mathematics. 

The next step in civilized countries was an University or a Collegiate 
Srciety for instruction m the Liberal Arts and Sciences, and how far 
the Province was prepared fllr SUl~h an Institution, was the point which 
the Right Revd. Bishop, had with much reason, made the subject of 
his deliberation~ 

The Chairman concurred with the venerable Bishop, that the erection 
of an Univers1ty, measuring it by the European scale, would be extra
vagant, as neither adapted to the abilities nor the wants of a country, not 
yet consisting of one hundred and fifty thousand inhabitants, who had a 
wilderness before them, to be brought into cultivation for obtaining the 
necessarieil of life. 

It was nevertheless to be wished •hat the youth of the Province might 
not be estranged from it, by an education in foreign parts1 but find at 
Jwme sufficient means to qualify them for the trusts, offices and honon~ 
of their nattve community. 

Though the idea therefore of establishing such a fountain of light 
here, as is found in the Un1versities of the old Continent, for the diffu,ion 
of knowledge among the nations, and through the immen~e regions of 
His Majesty"& Inland Dominions, which is only to be indulged as an ob. 
ject of distant prosp~ct, the great & important questions still remained:-

How far the necessities of the Colony demand, and its abilities will 
permit, of a College or Academy, for that improvement of the miud 
pre-supposed in every advancement to real usefulness in any of the learn· 
ed professions, and indi~pens1bly neces~ary to every great social coll ~ c
tion ; and without which, It must be indebted to Emigrants from other 
Countries? 

A College under one Rector and four Tutors, dividing the labour be
tween them, would, in his opinion, be sufficient for instructing the stu
dents to be expected from all the Provinces on this Continent no-,., re· 
maining to Great Britain, in Grammar, Logic, Rhetoric, Mathematics, 
Natural Philosophy, Metaphysics and Ethics ; and these sciences made 
the path which all were obliged to walk in to obtain any degree of emi
nence in the learned professions, to give a man di tinction among hi:> fel
low citizens, and to en ble him to come forward to the Magistracy and 
other impurtant :;crvices of h1s couutry. . 

The Chairman added, that though an institution of this extent could 
not be very expensive, it would nevertheless require an union of heart~ 
and hands, to give it the desired prosp<!rity; and this it certainly coul 
not want by due guards again5t the ilhberality of a contracted and eec-
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tadan spirit. To which end, it was his idea, the s~ate of the Province 
considered :-

That Christian Theology be no branch of instruction in this Col-
leg~. but left to be p!ovided for by the two Communions that divide 
the Province, in such way as th~y select, and by such means as they re• 
spectively possess or may ac'luire. 

That a Corporation be created by Letters Patent, capable of Dona· 
tions and perpetual succession, and with authority to make Bye Laws. 

That the VIsitation be vested in the Crown. 
That the King's Judges and the Bishops of the Province for the time 

being, both Catholic and Protestant, be Members of the Corporation ; 
and the rest to sixteen or twenty of the principal gentlemen of the 
country, an equal number of both Communions; and that vacaucies be 
filled by the majority of the voices of the whole body. 

That proper ~lauses be inserted in the Charter to repcld every appro .. 
priation and bye law, touching the Funds or government of the College, 
to any other than the promotion of science at large, as aforementioned ; 
in exclusion of all biasses, ceremonies, creeds and discriminations, either 
of the Protestant or Catholic Communion. 

Upon the remedy of the defects by the order supposed to exist, the 
Chatrman remarked, that the erection of the Village and County 
Schools, would require an Act of the Legislature, rating each. Parish in 
Assessments, for the Free Schools of its own District. 

That the objections of the indigent to their contributions for either, 
were answered by giving their children the benefit, with an exemption 
of themselves from the general charge; and those which may anse in 
the old Districts of Quebec and Montreal, from their having Funds and 
Schools already of their own, by making all such persons also exempt, 
whose ch1ldren reallg were i'n such a course of education. 

If the burde~ was to be felt any _where as heav~, it_ could be only in 
the new Counties, where the Colomsts were occllpied In the cultivation 
of la!!ds still in a wilderness state. 

But even those parts of the Province, young as they are, would pro
bably find no cause to complain. The noble Lord at the head of the 
Government had already set apart portions of land, to encourage the in
struction of the child~en of their Vlllages, and they had ample ground 
to look for other appomtments for the County Schools of their Districts 
not to mention, that the applauded merit of their fidelity to the Crew~ 
in the late troubles, may expect ~id, as soon as _their wants are pr(>perly 
revealed, from the numerous chantable FoundatiOns and Societies of the 
Mother Country, for which it is so greatly renowned. 

Least of all, as the Chairi?an conceived, was it to be apprehended that 
a Colony College would fat!, unless there was in its own bowels some
thing repugnant to the ene~gy essential to its success. 

It ~ay most a~suredly expe~t the pow~rful patronage of the Crown, 
,and ot all that w1sh well to sc1ence, so fnendly to the interests of our 
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common humanity; perhaps it may be thought worthy of the national 
. attention. 

The Right Reverend Bishop of Quebec, was not singular in suggest .. 
ing that a portion of the E~tates of the dissolved Order of Jesuits, lays 
open to such a purpose. 

They are not •ruholly asked for by the Right Honourable Lord Am· 
herst. There is a part to be re.rer'Ved for public uses, and the extent of 
that reservation, is a part of that confidence which His Majesty in his 
great grace to His people, has committed to that Noble Personage, under 
whose care the Province is, at a moment so auspicious to the laudable 
design, and when he himself recommends the subject to the attention {)f 
this Committee. 

There is nothing to discourage the hope of additional benefactions 
out of His Majesty's other Estates in the Province. 

There are Waste Lands in various places, and of such proximity to 
the old settlements, as might be soon tenanted to furnish a revenue to 
grow with the country, and be sufficient for the instruction, in its pro
gress to that desireable perfection prayed for by the good Bishop, and 
in which he must be joined by every friend of mankind. 

It happens to trusts to individuals, that the dread of a perversion of 
the funds, gives discouragement to gifts. The contrary is the natural 
consequence of pouring the donations into bodies of perpetual existence, 
\Yith a just frame, for a noble end, and under th~ eye of the Go'Vernment. 

The Corporation one~ instituted, may boldly come to the foot of the 
Throne, and ask a brief for a National Collection. Abstract from the 
encouragement of public bodies, there are instances of private opulence 
in many places, with a generosity equal to that opulence, and on the 
watch for opportunitie:. to devote it to enterprises for advancing the 
honor of the nation, the interest of learning, and the welfare of the hu .. 
man race. 

The Jesuits' spacious buildings, as the Bishop has observed, afford am
ple apartments for a Collegiate life. 

The private subscribers of Quebec, who have already at a great ex· 
pense made an ample collection of well chosen books, Will doubtless see 
it consists with their original design, to lodge them in the College Libra
ry for general use. 

The Board for Commons and the Tuition money, will go to the sup
port of the College; Students, jf it has fame, may be expected frorn all 
the Provinces under the Governor General residing in this 1 and the ad. 
vantage of acquiring one of the most universal languages of Europe; 
may be a motive even in remote countries, for taking the whole circle of 
the sciences in a College projected for the commencement of an Univer· 
aity in Canada for His Majesty's American Dominions. 

No greater Revenue can be at first wanted than will render the stations 
of one Rector and fout· Tutors worthy the choice of men qualified by 
morals and talents for a work and sphere which the necessities of 
many among the learned in Europe would lead them to wish for. And z 
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there are some whom the hope of being so honourably and usefully em· 
ployed, would excite to forego even the present comforts of local at· 
tachments to embrace it. 

Advanced to the institution of a College, the Commiltee must per· 
ceive that like a reservoir for watering the surrounding fields, this, as a 
fountain, would find Candidates in the Province, for the care of all the 
inferior Schools, in our expanded population, to the extremity of the 
British Dominions in the west ; and that therefore, though tl is was men
tioned last in the chain of deliberation, it ought to have the chief influ. 
ence, even with those who might before have been only advocates for 
those lower exertions, immediately necessary to the Village and County 
Schools. 

For a full discussion, however, of the subject con which any gentle
man had a right to move what he thought proper, and try the sense of the 
Committee upon it,) the Chairman proposed, that the question be put 
singly, upon the following resolves. 

First.-That it i expedient without delay, to erect Parish or Village 
Free Schools, in every District of the Province , at the determination of 
the Magistrates of the District, in their Quarter Sessions of the Peace. 

Second.-That it is also expedient, that each District have a :Free 
School, in the Central or County Town of the District. 

Third.-That the Tuition of the Village Schools be limited to read
ing, writing and cyphe•ing. 

Fourth.-That the instruction in the District or County Schools, ex
tend to all the rules of Arithmetic, the Languages, Grammar, Book. 
keeping, Guagmg, Navigation, Surveying, a.nd the practical branches of 
the Mathematics. 

Fifth.-That is is eApedient to erect a Collegiate Institution, for cul
tivating the Liberal Arts and Sciences usually taught in the European 
Universities, the Theology of Christians exceptec, on account of the 
mixture of two Communions whose joint aid is desireable, as far as they 
agree, and who ought to be left to find a separate provision for the Can· 
didates in the Ministry of their respective Churches. 

Sixth.-That it is essential to the Ori.5in and Success of such an ins
titution, that a Society be incorporated for the purpose ; and that the 
charter wisely provide against the perversion of the institution, to any 
Sectarian peculia• ities, leaving free scope for cultivating the general 
circle of the Sciences. 

After deltberating upcn the subject at large. 
Agreed, that the general question of concurrence be put upon all the 

Resolves; and it being put accordingly, the Committee concurred in 
them, and ordered that it be reported to his Lordship, as their unanimous 
opinion. 

'By order of the Committee, 26th November 1789. 

(Signed) WM. SMITH, Chairman. 



PETITION of the inhabitants of the City and County of Que-bec ~o 

the House of Assembly on the stale of Education, &c. 

To the Honourable the Knights1 Citizens and Burgesses in general 
Assembly convened : 

'\Ve, the Subscribers, heads of Families, and Inhabitants of the City 

and County of Quebec, congratulating ourselves on the first and happy 

Assembly of the Reprentatives of this Province of Lower Canada, do 

not entertain the least doubt, but that this honourable House is ac

quainted with the present, and will sufficiently provide for the future 

state of this Country and especially for the deplorable state of the Edu

cation of Youth for upwards of thirty years past, though a College has 

been erected in the middle of this City, a House in the City of Montreal~ 

with Lands and Revenues thereto annexed, for the Education of every 

individual born in or inhabiting this Country. \Vhilst we entertain the 

fiattering hope of seeing in a short time throughout the enlightened and 

W?-tchful attention of this honourable House, the happy effects of out 

riew Constitution, & of the well regulated liberty which forms its basis, 

nothing at this moment can afford a more solid ground to your Peti

tioners' expectation, than the friendly communication given many years 

ago by the Jesuits of Quebec to the Citizens of all the Titles of their 

College. · 

By those Titles it evidently appears that they hold and enjoy their 

Estates only in trust from the first Ancestors of the Canadians (a) called 

~he hundred Auociates, who were thereof, and gave them over to the Je

IUits upon certain conditions. 
That the tract or lot of six superficial arpents reduced from the 

t\velve arpents first conceded in the Upper Town of Quebecs where the 

Church and College are erected, was given but on condition of maintaining 

the institution & perpetual vow of the Jesuits-the Education of Youth. 

(b) In order to build a Co1lege where the Youth of Canada should be 

educated, (c) as they could not by reason of their Vow of Evange

lical and personal Poverty, hold any Estate •nless with the title of 

College (d) established m behalf of the Youth of the Country ad 

studendum et orandum; and the Kmg after the cession of Canada made 

to him by the Company of New France, c~)nfirmed and amortized all 

those Estates on which he relinquished all his rights by a D iploma, 

only for the purpose of affording the means of Education to the Youth 

of this Country (ef 

( a) Edict of May 1672, and Hist. de la Nouv. France par Charlevoix, vol. 1st ~· 

164-5. 
( b) Buil of Paul Ill, of the 25th Sept. 1560, in approbation of their institution, 
(c) Titles to the College to the 18th March 1637. 
( d) Bull of Paul l I I, Constit. part 6, Cap. 2 and 3-Causes Celebres, Tom. 15 p. 

ss, Ord. 1539 Art. 151. Cout. de Paris, Art. 227 a11d gr~nd C01~m. de Ferriere. 
(e) L etters Patent of Louis XIV, of the 12th .May 1678, Reg•steric>d m the Sov. Coun

cil of Quebec the 51st Oct. same year, anq ~fter ~he conquest on 20th De,·r, l 7f3St 

ook A. p. 657. 
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That the Seigniorics were given by the same Citizens, namely Char .. 
lesbourgt to educate and teach ; ( f ) as well as for the assistance of the 
people of this Country : (g) that Seigniory and many others were 
ltkewise for ever amortized for the same purpose, and for the establish
ment of a College. 

That the Peninsula on the River St. Charles called La Vacherie, near 
Quebec, now let to David Lynd, Esquire, was granted to replace the 
six Arpens taken off the twelve appropriated for the College, and by 
the same motives and views mentioned in the Titles of Charlesbourg. (h) 
It was likewise passed in to Mortmain or Amortized and annexed to the 
College. (i) 

That the two Loretfu or Seigniory of St. Gahriel were given (k) 
by Mr. Robert Giffard then Seignior of Beaupert only out of Friendship, 
but when amortized they were explained to be a gift in favor of ·that 
College. 0) 

That Sillery towards Cap Rouge was granted for the spiritual and tem .. 
poral assistance of the people of this Country. (m) 

That the Cap ltt Magdelaine near Three Rivers, was given by Mr. 
Delaferte, one of the Hundred Associates only to procure the Estab. 
Jishment of the College, and afford the Jesuits means of subsistence ; 
(n) but the Jesuits having laid out upon that E~iate the savings of the 
Quebec College, in consequence of their apprehensions of being dis~ 
turbed for want of a better explication, Mr. Duchesnaux, then lnten~ 
~ant of the Colony confirmed that Gift, only in favor and behalf of the 
College of Quebec. (o) 

That in fine the King did amortize and relinquish the possession of 
the said Es~ates for the College only. 

That Batiscan gtven hy the same for the love of God (p) was ex
plained by the same Intendant, in consequence of the just apprehen
sions of the Jesuits, on account of the dibbursemcnts made with the 
gaviogs of the College, but in favor of the College of Quebec, (q) 
to which it was also annexed by the King. ('·) 

Th:.tt Laprairie de la Magdelaine in the Diftrict of Montreal, 
alfo granted on account of the affiiftance, which the inhabitants of 
Canada receive from the Jefuits, (s) and alfo by reafon of the dis-

(f) Title df Notre Dame des Anges or Charlesbourg, lOth 1\Iarch !626. 
(~) Title for ditto, 15th Jauy. 16:57 and 17th Jany. 1652. 

~
h) Tit!P of taking of pos~ession of the 24th July 1646 and grant of 17th Jany. 1652. 
i) J,etters Patent of the 12th May 1678. 
k) Donation before Paul Vachon, Notary, 22d Nov. 1667. 

(1) Letters Patent 12th May 1678. 
{m) Grant 23d Oct. 11569 tatified bv the Kin~ the 6th May 1702. 
(n) Donation beforB l\les~;rs. Duchesne and 'Ireffe, .r-Jotaries, at Paris of the 20th March 

1651. 
(o) Petition of Father Dablon, principle of the College and Institution of the Jesuits 
lP) Donation before Messrs. Keruc, Bergeron, aud Cousinit: Notary, at Paris the 15t 

March 1639. · ' 
(q) Ordonnance of the 9th October 1678. 
(r) Letters Patent of the 12th l\lay 1678. 
(s) grant of the 1st Aprill647. 



175 

burfements made out of the economy of the College of Quebec: in 
conft!quence of fome murmurs of the inhabitants and the apprehen· 
fion of the Jeiuits of being troubled for want of an explication, 
Mr. Duchesnaux, Intendant for the King of France, at their 
requefr, confirmed that Seigniory folely in favor of the College of 
Quebec. (t) 

In fhort the general and :final explication by the King amortized 
that Seigniory and othu Efrates described in the Letters Patent, 
only in confidera tion of the College of Quebec. ( v) 

That the Ground on which are built the Church and Houfe of 
Miffion at l\1ontreal, was purchafed in Roture by the Reverend Fa .. 
ther Dablon, then Superior of the Jefuits (x) & Rector of the Col
lege of Quebec, and approved by the Seminary legally eftablifhed 
in t~e Iiland of Montreal, & foie Seignior of the faid Hland, which 
Eftate was amortized by the King and appropriated to the Educa
tion of Youth. 

That this Million was efrablithed in the year 1 G92, folely by 
the economy of the College of Quebec, which alone could huld 
this Efl:ate under the Tit e of a College fending into Million ac
cording to their inftitution, the Bull, Petition of Father Dablon, 
and the Ordmance heretofore mentioned. 

1\lany Lots in the ities of Quebec nd Three-Rivers, and fome 
other Lots of Ground were purchafed only by the economy of 
this College . 

That the Sault St. Louis, near Montreal, was granted to the 
J efuits for the Iroquois, (z) and it was With J uitice that the 
Iroquois obtained after the conquest, the refiitution of that 
Eftate. 

The Petitioners conclude by expofing that fince the abolition 
of the Jefuits, thofe of Canada have generoufly offered and frill 
perfi £l: in offering to this Province t!J.e remitment and poifeffion 
of all the Property and Funds of this College, for the ufe of the 
Public, to which they belong, and only dcfire ~ fubfifrence ; but 
fuch refritution has been retarded and impeded by many diffi
culties. 

That the nature of thofe Titles and the foundation of the Col-

(t) Petition of the Revd. Father Dcblon, principal of the College of Quebec and or
donnance signed Duchesnau, lntcndant, 4th .February 1647, then signed Dupuis 
and B~gon his succes~ors as I utendants. · 

(v) Letters Patent of the 12th Mav 1678. 
(x) Titles of the l\lission of .Montreal: . . . . 
(y) Letters Patent, 12th 1\lay 1678, .I<.nregtstercd m the Soverergn Council of Quebec, 

20th September following-. 
(z) Grant of 29th May 1680-from 30th October 1680-Br·e<et of Ratification of 15th 

June 1717 and Judgment of Genl. Gage and Council at ... lontrealofthe 22d March 
1762. 
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ege,. ha:ve certainly been misreprefented in Europe, and by thofe 
means this Province has been deprived of Public Education fince 
the conqueft, although it be encouraged in every part of the Bri
tiih Empire. 

That this mi~fortune 1s to be attributed only to the endeavours 
of a few individuals, who have ftrongly folicited of His Majefty, 
he gift or Conceffion of thofe Efhtes under various pretexts (but 

happily with.out Effect) before the fanction of the New Conftitu
tion. 

That the PetitionerS' are convinced that His Moft Gracious 
Maiefty by His Royal Inftructions was ever defirous of being well 
nformed of thofe Titles, and to re{erve of all thofe funds what

ever might be requiGte for the Public Education, without preju
dice either to the Caufes or EffeCts that fuch an the Eftablilhment 
had in VIe\V. 

Wherefore the Petitioners hope tha~ this Honorable Houfe will 
confider that the Eftates of the J efuits have been improved only 
by the labour, courage and induil:ry of the Inhabitants of this 
Country, in hopes of Educating their pofterity, and that thefe 
Eftates tho~ fufficient, do not exceed the neceffary Expences to 
afford a Public Education properly organized and on a liberal Plan, 
for which purpofes they were granted ; and therefore juftly clai~ 
the fame with the refpecr due to this Honorable Houfe, 

Quebec" ~th February 1793. 

Joseph Dltpont, nls, 
J. Deschenaux, fils, 
DeLaune. 
i\. Meuut, 
Mezieres, fils, 
D·up,mt, pere, 
Macnider, 
Paul Dorion, 
F~ D.~rion, 
N. Dorion, 
·p. Vincent, 
Etienne Dostie, 
G. Marsiel, 
Berthelot D' Artigny, 
N. Trudel, 
L. C01·bin, 
Charles Deblois, 
A. Gossdio, 
R. Gatien, fils:t 
George Miller, 

Robt. Ritchie, 
1•'. :Selanger, 
Franc;ois Perche, 
J. Bte. Cluetien·, 
Paul Thibaudeau, 
Lelievre, 
J. B. Metivier-, 
Frs. Baillairge, 
Michel Sim. Delorme., 
Joachim Falardeau, 
Thomas Langlois, 
J. B. Couture, 
Louis. Romain. 
Ph1liph Brown, 
James Hanoa, 
J. B. Duberger, 
Frs. Deblois, 
Charles Pelelin, 
Denechau, 
James Greig, 



Charles Derome, 
J. B. Bru net, fils, 
R. Lafleche, 
Jean Gobert, fils, 
Charles Nolin, 
Louis L'arrive, 
Jos. Martineau, 
Thos. Levesque, 
L. Prevost, 
G. Grenier, 
J. B. Amiot, 
P. Delaurier, 
Jos Noel, pere, 
Geo. Black, 
Pierre Couture, 
F. Debigare, 
G. Paquet, 
F. Ledroit dit Pcrchc, 
:M. Sauvageau, 
Et· Samson, 
Jaq. Cochon, 
Jean Bezeau, 
James Gray, 
Ant. Chartrain, 
J. Bte. C01·bin, 
Et. Garenne, 
John Reid, 
Charles Renauu, 
Guill. 01. Levitre, 
Jamcs Black> 
Frs. Laurent, 
Ant. V ezina, 
James- Johnston, 
James Stapletoo, 
John U rquhart, 
Laparre, Docteur, 
Jaq. Laparre, 
Archibald Campbell, 
James Rennie, 
F. Roy, 
Murdoch M'Kenzie, 
And. Johnstone, 
Lam·ent Amiot, 
Louis Amiot, 
Loui& Chorette, 
James Orkney, 
Jean Pas. l.etourneau, 
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J. Nessc, 
E. Lagueu:lC• 
Languedoc, 
F; Masse, 
Pierre Boucher, 
A. Ferguson, 
L. Dumac;., 
Charles Pingu~t, 
A. Cureux St. Germain, 
Pierre Bruneau, fils., 
Jos. Draueau., 
A. Trud~l, 
J. Bte. Noel, 
Louis Turgeon, 
P. Dnfau, 
Martinean, 
Chs. Chauveau, 
Simon N oi!>eau)C., 
Jean Drolette, 
Charles Drolct 
Et Nicolas, 
Et. Hianv.ew, 
Louis Gauvrean, 
Louis Feluet, 
F. Derouin, 
F. Vezina, 
Charles Audy, 
Jos. St~ Michel, 
Joseph Drolet, fils, 
Aug. Defoy, 
Pierre Boissei, 
Ignace Beaupre, 
Charles Couture, 
Joseph Bo.ivin, 
Joseph Gauvt·eau, 
H. Ritchie, 
Pierre Poulain, 
Jean Tourangeau, 
Louis Robitaille 
Michel Clouct, 
T. 0'-Connor, 
Augustin Cantin. 
Augustin Laveau, 
J. M. Faribanlt, 
Jean Cazcau, 
Rene Duva~ 
Martin Chinic, 



Charles Cote, 
Pierre Dumas, 
Joseph Borgia, 
Jean Amiot, 
Pierre Dorion~ 
Messegue, 
Louis Charland, 
Germain Miville, 
Fran~ois Gauvreau, 
Louis Bleau, 
Zacharie Gagnon, 
Ant. Gauvin, 
Philip Hooper, 
Jean Berger, 
R. Jouvin, 
Jean Audy, 
Joseph Racine, 
Louis Dion Dumontier, 
Pierre Leroy, 
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Jean Denis Salois dit Brunette1 
J. Robichaud, 
M. Lafrance, 
\Vm. Bland, 
Charles Derome, 
Jean Brunet, 
Jean Bte. Legris dit Lepine, 
Louis Derome, 
Etienne Drolet, 
Ant. Garnier, 
J. Bte. Gaulin, 
Joseph Monier, 
Charles Parant, 
Frs. Malouin, 
Thomas Caret te, 
Ant. Simon, 
Frs. Vallieres, 
Michel Cornaud, 
Elias Pleish, 
Jean Gobert, 
Frs. Deligny, 
Jacques l<'lamand, 
John Paul, 
John Ross, 
Wm. M'Kenzie, 
John M'Kutcheon, 

Ignace Paradis, 
Fredk. Petry, 
Jonathan Eckart, 
Henry Juncken, 
Henry Hall, 
M. Panet, 
Alexis Monjon, 
Joseph Bezeau, 
Jo&eph Cloutier, 
P. Denechau, fib, 
J. B. Mathurin, 
P. S. Bedarci, per€ ~ 
Lament .Bedard, 
Louis Laberge, 
J oseph Gagnon, 
Jacqs. Lemoine, 
F. Levesque, 
Isaac Roberts, 
C. Corneiller~ 
Chapey, . 
Charles Labbe, 
Louis Giroux, 
Joachim Primeau, pete, 
JosPph Langlois, 
Louis Derome, 
Jean Primeau, fils, 
J. B. Labbe, 
Paschal Tache, Seigneur, 
Ls. Perrault, 
John Chillas, 
;Louis Gerget, 
Etienne Normandeau,. 
J. M Cherrier, 
J: B. Brassau, 
Louis Parent, 
Josias Wurtele, 
George Jenkins,. 
B. Faribault, 
Thos. Lee, 
Gueyraud, 
Frans. Griau, 
Frs. Beduuin, 
Raphrel Monier, 
Louis Bouchera 
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ExTRACT from the Ret;isters of the Parliament of Paris.-Of the 23d 
April 1762. 

The CouRT, all the Chambers being assembled, having seen the De
claration of the King of the 2d August 1761 and the Decree of Enre .. 
gistration th~reof of the sixth of the said month and year, by which 
amongst other things it was enjoined upon the Superiors of the Houses 
of the Society stiling themselves of Jesus, to deliver in at the Grdfo of 
the Court, the Titles and Documents of their Houses as well as state
ments signed by them, and sworn to be true before one of the Counsellors 
in the said Court, of all the Members of the said Society being in the 
said Houses or affiliated to them, and of all the property belonging by 
any Title whatsoever to the said Society in each of the said Houses of 
the Foundations acquitted m them and of the Benefices united to them. 
llaving also seen the Proces Verbal made before Mr. Joseph Marie Tcr
ray, Counsellor, the 13rh of February now last past, of the delivery by 
the Brother De Montigoy, Priest of the Society of persons stiling 
themselves Jesuits, General Attorney of the Province of France, of some 
statements of property belonging to different Houses, and of the VowS' 
made by different Members of the said Society : also the Decree ren
dered by the Court, all the Chambers assembled, the 16th of the said 
Month of February now last past, whereby it was ordained amongst 
other things that the Superior3 of the Houses of the said Persons sti. 
ling themselves Jesuits should be held on the 22d day of March then 
11exr, to swear to the said statements in person or by their lawful Attor-· 
ney, and to produce the statements which they had not yet produced) as 
also that they should be held within the same delay to depose at the 
Grdfo of the Court, the Titles of their establishments or authentic Co
pies of the said Titles in due form, and in respect of those of their said 
Titles whereof the original is not in the Pubhc Deposits and which are 
not in their pocsessiou, the said persons stiling themselves Jesuits should 
produce statements containing the nature and quality of the said Titles, 
which statements should be sworn to be true by the said Superiors, and 
the affidavit made and communicated to the King's Attorney General, 
and returned into the Court the 23d March then next, to be thereupon 
by the Court ordered as to right ihould appertain.-Also statements 
deposited at the Civil Gre.ffe of the Court-the account rendered by 
the Law Servants of the Crown the 23d of the said month of March, 
of the Execution of the said Declaration of the 2cl August 1 iti 1, 
and Decree of Enrcgistration of the 6th vf the said month and year, 
and of the said Decree of the 16th day of February now last past.
Also the rule of the said day, whereby the:! deliberation upon the said 
account was continued to the eatliest day. There having been in like 
manner seen by the Court the Decrees by th(! Court rendered, all the 
Chambers being assembled, of the 17, 19, 20, 26 and 2ith February~ 
2 6 9 13 and 20th March last, concerning the Keeping of the Colleges 
j~ the-,Towns of Laon, Mauriac, Aurillac:', Chalcrn-SUT-Marne1 BQI.Ir .. 

A a 
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ges, Nevers, .Angouleme, Chau~ont-en,-Bassigny, Am~erre, Langrcs, 
}"'ontenay-le-Comte, Am1ens, Blms, Orleans, Tours, Samt-Flour, Sens, 
(Jermont -Ferrand, B1llon, La Fleche, Lyon, Bar-le-Due, Macon, 
La Rochelle, Charlev1lle, Poitiers, Compiegne, Roanne, Moulins, Eu, 
Arras, Hesdin, Saint-Omer, Bethune and Aire, by others than the 
said persons sttling themselves Jesmts to account from the first day of 
April then next, by which amongst other things, it was ordered that 
p-roceedmgs should be had for the nomination of new Masters whose 
~alaries should be taken from the Revenues of the said Colleges ; and 
for the making of the bargains and agreementq to this end necessary, 
and that by the Officers of the Royal Jurisdictions ( Bdilliages et Sen;. 
chausshs,) the said new Masters should be put into possession of all the 
necessary place&.-As also that the said Agreements should within two 
Months be sent to the Grdfe of the Court and nevertheless executed 
provisionally on the first of April then next.-Also the Petition of Jean 
Lion«ry, Merchant at Marseilles, in the name and as Trustee of the Body 
of Credttors of the Commercial House Established in the said Town 
c;>f Marseilles, under the name of the Sieurs Lionc;y Freres and Gouf
fre, assisted by the Sieurs Noel Justinien Remuzat, Hyacinthe Agnet, 
his Counsel and adjuncts, according to the Concordat homologated by 
the Parliament of Aix, on the 3d February 17 59, and said Noel Jus
tinien Remuzat, Hyacinthe Agnet, on the behalf aforesaid wherein it is 
said that by the Decree of the 8th May 1761, the Court had condemn. 
ed the Superior General, and in his person the Society of Jesuits to pay 
and sati~fy as well in principal as in interest and costs, within one year to 
be accounted from the date of the intimation of the Decree, the amount 
of the B1lls of Exchange drawn by the Father Lavalette, or for his 
account, upon the Sieurs Lion<;y Freres and Gouffre, and accepted by the 
latter which had r.ot yet been paid, and to return them after their ac
quittance to the Petitioners and to the said Sietus Lionc;y Freres and 
Gouffre, for the purpose of cancelling the acceptances of the said I ion9y 
Freres and Gouffre, and in default of their so doing in virtue of the Decree 
and without any other being required, it was permitted to the Petitioners 
and to the said Sieurs Lion~y Freres and Gouffre, to take their recourse 
for the recovery of the said Condemnation monies upon the Estates be
longmg to the Society of Jesuits in France, with the exception of those 
whereof the destination could not be changed by the Society, and the 
Superior General thereof, to the prejudice of the rights of Founders 
and Donors and of their Representatives or of the Towns or Countries 
for whose utility the said Estates had been irrevocably bound. The 
same Decree orders the parties within two months to account before two 
Merchants of the Town of Marseilles to proceed to the account of 
the Bills of Exchange which remain unpaid: the parties had not occa
si~n to have recourse to the M.inistry of two Merchants to make up the 
&ald .Account, nor to cancel the acceptances of the Sieurs Lions:y Fre
res and Gouffre, upon the Bills which were paid at the time of the Decree 
and upon those which have been so since ; by the Deed first executed 
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between the parties on the 11th August 1761, it is ascertained that or 
them there have been cancelled upon fifty-two B1l s, amounting to 707,• 
096 Liv~·es 17 Sols. And there i;; a second Deed ready to be si_gned by 
the parties whereby there IS to be cancelled of them upon t~ll:.ty-four 
Btlls of Exchange, a sum of 304,351 Lvres 3 Solf! ar.d 2 Farthings. 
The Petitioners had reason to hop;; that these payments would be CdO• 

tinued, and that thereby the cancelling which is to produce their dis· 
charge from the Engagements cvntracred by the Society of the Jesuits, 
would be effected if not wnhin the time prescribed by the Decree at 
least within a time which mtght satisfy the interest and the desires of the 
Petitioners. The Jes].lits seemed even to lend themselves for that pur
pose to arrangements which might have produced this effect so necessary 
for the tranquillity of the Petitioners ; but they have themselves caused 
it to be declared to the Attorney of the Petitioners and to their Counsel 
by the brother Gatin substituted by the Brother Gnffet, under the 
Procuration given to the latter by the Superior General of the Society, 
as to every thing which relates to the engagements contrac ed by the 
Brother De Lavalette, that the general events wh1ch had occurred to 
the Society had rendered them unable to execute the arrangements which 
they had purposed, and to acquit the Bills of Exchange still outstandmg 
within the time which they bad hoped. Besides, these general events 
diminishing in reality the security of the Creditors, in that they attack 
the state and condition of the Society, one of the Classes of the Par
liament having already declared null the vows of the Members of the 
said Society, and thereby in some sort rendered vacant a part of the Es
tates liable to the h!Jpotheque acquired to the Petitioners by the Decree 
ot the Court of the 8th May 1761 ; the delay of one year granted by 
the said Decree to be accounted from the day of the se1 v1ce thereof, 
necessarily determined by the change which had intervened in the state 
and condition and in the property of the said Society; moreover the 
Petitioners learn and the fact is one of public notoriety, that the Priests 
and Scholars stiling themselves of the Company of Jesus dispose of 
their moveable effects and thereby diminish the pledge hbund for the 
Credit of your Petitioners; a pledge the more incontestible and the 
less subject to discussion for your Petitioners sioce the moveable pro
perty is that which is least susceptible of falling within the exception 
contained in the Decree of property, whereof the destination could not 
be c.hanged by the Society nor by the Superior General. Wherefore 
the Petitioners will demand of the Court that it be pleased to authorize 
them to put into safety all the Goods and Effects of the said Society by 
Saisie Arret, Saisie Execution, anq even Saisie Re'Vendication, of the 
moveables v>hich shall have been made away with and finally by Sei
zure of the Immoveables. At the same time the Petitioners considering 
that the ~;aid Priests and Scholars stiling themselves of the Society of 
Jesus, are no longer able to comply with the arrangements which they 
had proposed ~o themselves, a~l the ,Cred1tors will be in t~e .way t~ i~s
titute proceedw~s at Law a~amst them, and that these smti 1f multiplied 
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will cause immense costs, and what is more important under present 
circumstances will produce embarrassments "' ithout end, as well in the 
distribution of the monies as in the general operations which the Court 
shall think proper to order in relation to the property of the said So
ciety, whilst all those inconveniencies would be removed if one can suc
ceed to reunite all the Creditors in one body) which representing all the 
individuals and bringing together all the interests will be in a state to re
ceive and to execute pt·omptly and with ease the orders which jt shall 
receive from the Courr, and to stipulate what will be fitting for the com
mon good and advantage. Wherefore the Petitioners will demand that 
it may please the Court to .order that all the Creditors shall be bound 
to unite together and to name Trustees, and that the Court may be 
pleased further to order that this measure be carried into effect under the 
Eye of the Court 1 and in the presence of one of the Gentlemen to be 
named by the Court. It remains only to your Petitioners to submit to 
the Court an ambarrassment to which they are now liable and which can 
only be removed by the Court, it is, that they are ignorant whether they 
ought to present their Petition in the Grande Ch mbre which rendered 
the Decree of the 8th May 17 6 I, which Constitutes the Title of your 
Petitioners or to the assembled Chambers, which being seized of the 
cognizance of all that relates to the Establishment or Institution of the 
Jesuits and the destination of the property belonging to the said Society, 
may desire to take cognizance of the application which the Jesuits desire 
to make of a part of that property to their payments. This is a ques
tion upon which the Petitioners cannot do v.therwisc than preserve a res
pectful silence and wait the orders of the Court. It is also for this 
reason that they have intituled the pr~sent Petition "to our Lords of 
Parliament," without any denomination either of the Grande Chambre 
or of the assembled Chambers; in consequence that the Court might 
be pleased to order that the Creditors of the Priests and Scholars sti
ling themselves of the Society of Jesus. shall be bound to unite together 
and nominate Trustees to form one body of Ur.ited Creditors, to which 
end all the Creditors shall be summoned at the instance, prayer and 
diligence of the Petitioners, to be and appear by themselves or their 
lawful Attorney before such of the Gentlemen as it shall please the 
Court to appoint and authorize, on the day and hour which the said Com
missioner shall have thought proper to direct by his order in that behalf, 
who wiil draw up his Proces-Verbal of the allegations and declarations 
of the parti~s appearing and this for the purpose of swearing to the 
truth of their Credits, of consenting to the said Union, of naming such 
Trustees, Directors, Counsel, Attornies, Notaries, Sequestrators, A
gents and other Officers of the Union, as the said Creditors shall think 
proper, to which Trustees and Directors shall be given power to act in 
the name of all the Creditors by one and the same Attorney, by and with 
the advice of the Counsel of the said Union to make and institute all 
uch pn~secutions and proceedings, Seizures, Attachments-' Sales and 
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.Adjudications of the Estates, and generally every thing which may con. 
cern the common good and advantage rJf all the Creditors. 

And f rthwith 1 unttl the said Union shall be formed, considering the 
circumstances set forth in the said Petition, and that the sa1d ' etitioners 
hold a Title can ying Execution to perrr,it the Petitioners to put into 
safety all the Goods and Effects belongmg to the said Priests and 
Scholars stiling themselves of the Company of Jesus, for which put pose, 
to authorize the Petitioners to cause to be seized and attached in the 
hat1ds of all farmers, tenants, and debtors, payers of rents upon Govern
ment securities, upon the Clergy, the Provinces, and others generally 
whomsoever, all the sums of Money which shall be found to be due to 
the said Priests and Scholars stiling themselves of the Company c,f Je
sus, to seize and take in execution the Moveables and Moveable Effects 
to them belonging, also to seize and revendicate them in the hands of 
whomsoever the same shall be found; to proceed to the seJzute of the 
Immoveables, w1thout however being authorized to proceed to the &ale 
either of the said I m moveables or of the said Moveables and Moveable 
Effects, urml 1t shall be so ordered by the Court ; to order a Commi sion 
to be delivered to the Petitioners to cause to be summoned in the Court 
all the farmers, tenants, debtors, payers and others generally whomso
ever, to declare upon oath what they may "'we, as also the Superior Ge
neral of the Soc1ety of Jesuits, and in his person all the sa1d Society, 
at the domicile of the Attorney General, to be present at the urder to 
be made for the delivering over of the monies st:ized, which monies shall 
be depositrd in the hands of such Notary or other Depositary that it 
shall please the Court to name ; notwithstanding all other seizure», op• 
positions, and hindrances made or to be made, which shall hold in the 
hands of the said Notary and Sequestrator, the said monies, there to 
remain for the security of the rights of all the parties interested, and to 
be by the l ourt adjudged upon, and ordered in respect of the di~tribu
tion thereof as to right & justice shaH appertai-n; and the recovery of th~ 
said monies shall be made at the instance prosecution and diligence of the 
Petitioners, the whole up to and until the said Union should be formed, 
after which time the prosecutions commenced by the Petitioners shall be 
continued by the Trustees and Directors whom the Creditors shall have 
chosen, and rhis in virtue of the Decree to be made upon the present Pe
tition, and without that any other shall be required. To order, that of 
the Decree to be made upon the present Petition, there shall be grant
ed to the Petitioners as many exemplifications tmder the Seal of the 
Court as they shall require, all which as of equal authority and validity. 
And the present Decree shall be executed provisionally, notwithstand
ing all opposition made or to be made, without prejudice to the Pe
titiOners in their other rights and actions, which Petition is 

(. igncd) LAMBERT, Attorney. 
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CoNCLUSIONS of the Attorney General, having heard the Report of 
Mr. Joseph Mane Ten·ay, Counsellor, a l considered. 

THE COURT, all the Chambers assembled, considering that when 

it was employed in providing for the food aud subsistence of the said 

persons styling themselves Jesuits, as well as for the payment of the sa

laries of the new Matiters appointed in virtue of the Decrees by the 

Court, previously rt>ndered, in the Schools and Colleges wh1ch were here. 

tofore held by the late persons styling themselves Jesuits~ a third object 

presented itself, that of preserving the pledge of the Creditors of the 

said Society, by reason of the Petition presented by the said Jean Lion~y 

Noel Justinien Remuzat and Hyacinthe Agnet, Agents, all in the names 

and qualities wherein they proceed, and deliberating upon the whole~ 

has ordered and orders that the Creditors of the Priests and Scholars 

1tyling themselves of the Company of Jesus, shall be bound to unite 

together and name Trustees to form one single body of United Credi

tors, for which purpose all the said Creditors shall be summoned at the 

instance, prosecution and diligence of the said Lion~y, Rernuzat and 

Agnet, all in the names and qualities wherein they proceed, to be and 

appear by themselves or by their lawful Attorney, before Mtre. Josep4 

Marie Ten·ay, Counsellor, whom the Court appoints, on the days ani 

hours to be fixed by the sa1d Counsellor, who will draw up his Proce-r 
Yerba/ of the allegations and declarations of the parties appearing, and 

this to the end of attesting their credits, to agree to the said Union, and 

to name such Trustees and Directors, Counsel, Attornies, Notaries, 

Agents and other Officers of the said Union, as the said Creditors shall 

think pwper, to which Trustees and Directors shall be given power to 

act in the name of all the Creditors by one and the same Attorney, un• 

der the advice of the Counse~ of the said Union~ to make all prosecu

tions, and adopt <\11 proceedings, and generally to do all which may con

cern the good and common advantage of all the Creditors. 
As also, the CquRT orders, that the said Declaration of the 2nd Au

gust 1761, together with the Decree of En registration thereof of the 

6rh of the same month and year, and the Decree of the Court of the 

16th February 1762, shall be executed according to their form and te .. 

nor, and to carry the same into effect in respect cf those of the Houses 

of the said Society, whose Members have not deposited the Statements 

ordered by the said Declaration and Decrees, as well af: to verify the 

truth and exactness of those of the said Statements deposited at the 

Grejfe of the Court, and not yet attested according to the terms of the 

said Decrees concerning the other Houses of the Society, has ordered 

and orders that there shall be without delay drawn up Proces Verbaux 

containing an exact Statement of all the Priests~ Scholars and others 

who are in each of the Houses of the said Society, situated within the 

Jurisdiction of the Court, under the denomination of Colleges, Semina. 

ries, Noviciates, Houses professed, Residences, Missions or others, as 

well as of all those who are affiliated to the said Society, in which Pn
&es Verbaux sl1all be inserted their names, surnames, age, place of birt~~ 
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time of their entrance into the said Society, nature of the vows by then 
made, functions and offices which they fill in the said Society or in its 
particular Houses, distinction of the professed, of the three or the four 
vows and of spiritual or temporal Coadjutors. 

As also, the Court orders that the said Proc'ts Verbaux shall contain 
the detailed Statement of all the Estates, moveable and immoveable, other 
than the moveables serving as furniture, belonging in any way whatso
ever to the said Society in eac1t of the said Houses, of the Foundations 
established therein, and of the Benefices thereunto united, as well as of 
the Revenue of the said Estates, and of the Debts and Credits now re
coverable or constituted, for which purpose all the Titles, Memoirs, Pa
pers, Vouchers, Books, Jo'lrnals, Registers of Receipts and Payments 
and others, shall be and remain, after that the scelle shall have been there
upon apposed, depo ited in the Civil Gre.ffe of the Court, or in the Civil 
Grejfi of tbe Bailliages et Sft2eclwuuees of the Jurisdiction, to be there
upon proceeded to the continuation of the said Proces Verbaux, the 
Superior or the Attorney of the said Houses present, or duly sornmon
ed. 

The faid Prores Verbau.r, £hall be drawn up without delay at 
the infiance of the King's Attorney General, as to the Hou{es si
tuated in this Town of Paris and its neighbourhood, by two Coun
fellors in the Court, in prefence of a delegate of the King's At
torney G~nl.,-to wit: in the Houfe profeffed by Mtr. Jacques 
De Britignieres and Mtr. Anne Jean Baptifi:e Goiiland, in the 
College of Clermont, Rue St. J acques ; by Mtr. Den is Louis 
Pafquier and Mtr. Louis Henri Chazlet, in the Houfe of the No
viciate Rue du Pot-de-{e1· / by Mtr. Leonard De Sahugueft and 
Mtr. Etienne Moron, in the Houfe fituated at JYlont-rouge; by Mtr. 
Jean Iacques Fargonel, and Mtr. 5imon Berthelot de Verfigny, 
in the Houfe fituatedat il'lont-Louis; by Mtr. Claude-Pelot and 
Mtr. Jacques Claude de Beze de Lys ; and in that fituated at Pe
tit Gentil~lj or other Houfes of the faid So.ciety by Mtr. ~ntoine 
Louis Chalmette, and Mtr. Arnaud GUillaume Fran~01s De 
Gourgue,-of which commenced Proces Verbau.r: there £hall be 
rendered .Account to the Court, all the Chambers a!fembled, 

• Tuesuay next, the 27th of the prefent month, at ten in the morn
ing; and as to the other Houfes and Eftablifhments of the faid So
ciety fituatcd within the Jurisdiction of the Court the faid Proce 
Yerbau:r:, !hall be drawn up without delay at the inftance of the 
King's Attorn~y General, at thP. profecution and diligence of his 
delegates, at the feveral places by the Lieutenant General of each 
of the Bailliages and . 'cnechaussees of the Towns of the Jurisdic
tion of the Court where the said Houses :1re fituated, accompanied 
by an Officer of the Court of the DifiriCl:, or in cafe of .fv1alady, 
abfeoce or other lawful hindrance, by other Officers of the faid 
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Courts according to their precedence, and in default of them, by 
he oldefi Graduates of the faid Courts, the whole in the prefence 

of the delegate of the King's Attorney General, all the faid Officers 

or Graduates Commiffioners being by the Court nominated, who 

for this purpofe fhall go personally whitherfoever neceffary, and 

alfo to the Towns and Places of their Jurisdiction where there are 

110 Judges than thofe of the particular Seigniors :-of which Pro

ces Verbaux, certified Copies fhall be fent within one month at the 

latest, to the Civil Gre_ffe of the Court to be there depofited and 

communication thereof to be taken by the King's Attorney Gene

nl, and by him, an account rendered to the Court, all the Cham

bers aifernbled, as the faid Pmces Verbau.r: ihall come in. 
The Court Orders that the Superiors of each of the said Houfes 

and Eitablifhments of the faid Society, Rectors, Provincials, Pro

curators, and others ihall be bound to produce to the faid 

Commiffioners of the Court, all Regifters, Titles, Papers, 

Memoirs and Vouchers for this purpofe neceifary, and particu

larly the Acts of Profeffions, Emiffions of V 6ws, Aggregations or 

affiliations, together with all Titles of Property, of the Eftates 

belonging to the faid Society in each of the faid Houfes, whether 

as Dotations, Foundations Acquif!tions, Donations, Legacies, 

Unions of Benefices or by any other Title whatfoever, as well as 

all Leases, Notes, Obligations, Contracts and other Titles whe

ther of Property or of ufe, either due to others by them or by 

others to themfelves and to declare upon Oath that they do not 

conceal or secrete any of them directly or indirectly, and that they 

have no knowledge that any of them have been concealed, fe

creted, loft, or made away with ; and alfo to declare what is the 

nature of thofe of the faid Titles which they have it not in their 

power to produce. 
And all Ordinances rendered during the progress of the faid 

Proces Verbau:r, :!hall be executed provifionally notwithfi:anding 

all oppositions or Appeals whatfoever and without prejudice there~ 

to. 
The Court alfo orders that in the Towns where there are no 

other Schools or Colleges than thofe heretofore kept by the faid 

perfons ftyling themfelves J efuits, in which the Municipal Officers 

ihall demand to be informed wherein confift the Goods, Revenues 

Debts and Credits of the faid Colleges, the Officers of the faid 

Bailliages and Senecluwssees fhall give them fuch knowledge as 

to right and J uftice fhall appertain of the fa id Proces . Verbau:r, 
and of the Tities depofited in the Gt·ejfe of the faid diftant 

Courts, all which Titles, Papers, Memoirs and Vouchers, ihall 

remain depofited in the fai~ Civil Gteffe, until it ihall be oWl~~-
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vife ordered by the Court without prejudice nevertheless to the 
Officers of the faid Bailliages and Seneclzaussees, giving fuch 
Communication thereof as they £hall think neceffary for the Gov
ernment and Adminiftration of the Eftates and Revenues of the 
faid Houfes. 

And the faid Proces Verbau:x, fhall be drawn up in the Towns 
of Arras, Hesden, Saint Omer, Bethune, A ire, or other Towns of 
Artois, wherein the f~1id Houfes or Eftabli!hments 1ball lie, by the 
Municipal Officers of the faid Towns, whom the Court have ap
pointed for that pm·pofe, without prejudice to fuch rights as might 
belong to other Courts of the faid Province of Artois. 

The Court in like manner orders that the Decrees of the 17th 
19th, 20th, 26th, 27th February, 2d, 6th, 9th, 13th and 20th 
March laft, concerning the keeping of the Schools, in the Tow·ns 
within the Jurisdiction of the Court therein named, fhall be exe
cuted according to their form and tenor -and to this end that all the 
property generally, mo\ eable or immoveable, withoutany exception, 
fituated within the Jurisdiction of the Court belonging to the 
faid Society, in each of the Houfes and Eftablifhments there
of, fhall without delay, at the inftance of the King's Attor
ney General, as to the property fituate in this Town of Pa
ris, and its neighbourhood, and at the infiance of the fc1id 
King's Attorney General upon the profecution and at the dili
gence of his delegates as to the other property of the faid Soci
ety, be seized, attached and put under the hand of the King and 
of his Courts, and Guardians thereto eftablifhed and in cafe of 
refufal of opening the Doors, Trunks, Clofets, and other things un
der Key, permiffion is given to the Bailiff, Bearer of this Decree, 
to caufe the fame to be opened by the firft locksmith or farrier 
thereto required-And there !hall be nominated by the local 
Judges, at the inftance of the Kiug's Attorney General, upon the 
profecution and at the diligence of his delegates within the faid 
local Jurisdiction, fufficient fequeil:rators and managers for the 
Government and Adminiftration of the said property, which fe
quefirators and managers, iball make all neceffary recoveries and 
profecutions, against all Debtors, Farmers, Tenants, Overfeers, 
and others, and fhall alone have power to give valid acquittances, 
to all the faid Farmers, Tenants, Overfeers, Debtors, Paymafi:ers 
and Treafurers, alfo of the Paymafiers of the Rents payable by 
the Ilotel de Ville of Paris, and !hall render an account of the 
whole, to wit, as to the property and revenues of the Houfes, 
fituated in this Town of Paris, and its neighbourhood, to the 
}\:ing's Attorney General; and as to the others to the delegates 

~b 
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of the King's Attorney General in the several plates-~t is per
mitted to the faid Lioucy, Remuzat and Agnet in the fa1d names
and qualities, and the Truftees to be named by the Creditors of the 
faid Society of perfons ftyling themfelves J efuits, to make to the 
feizures ordered by the prefent Decree, fuch oppofitions as they 
iliatl be advifed for the fecuring of their rights. 

And to provide for the payment of the Salaries of the New 
Mafters eftablifhed in the Colleges heretofore held by the faid 
Society, and for the fubfifience of the faid perfons fiyling them
felves Jefuits; the CouRT authorizes the Officers of the faid Rail
ling:e.~ and ' enechaussees, within the JurisdiCtion whereof the faid 
Houfes and Efiablifhments of the faid Efiates are fituated, or where 
the faid Colleges, and the Municipal Officers of the Towns of 
Arras, Bethune, St Omer, Hesdin, Aire and other Towns of 
Artois, to provide for the payment of the Salaries fixed for the 
New Mafiers by the faid deliberations and conco'rdats, whereof 
the provifional execution was ordered to commence in the pre
fent month of April-As alfo to adjudge upon what fhall be pro
per to put into the hand'i of the fuperiors of the faid Houfes for 
the maintenance and food of the faid perfons ftyling themfelves 
Jefuits-And all Ordinances by them rendered in this behalf, 
fhall be fent without delay to the King's f\ ttorney General, to the 
end that an account may be thereof by him to the Court rendered, 
all the Chambers Aff'€mbled, and nevertheless executed provifion
ally, notwithftanding all oppofitions or executions whatfoever and 
without prejudice thereto ; for which purpofe the fequefirators 
iliail be bound to p:ay the faid Monies conformably to the faid Or
di~ances, which doing they fhall be discharged-And the re
mainder of the Monies if any there be !hall be paid over as in due 
courfe of Law fhall be ordered. 

The CouR.T Orders that the Lieutenant General of this Town of 
Paric;, fhall be charged with taking care that nothing be concealed 
or fecreted or carried awav from the Houfes and Eftabliihments of 
the faid Society, as well ;t Paris, as in the neighbourhood there
of, and to inform the Court of the fame, that it may provide in 
the premifes what to right fha11 appertain-It is enjoined upon the 
Officers of Police in the feveral places in like manner to take care 
of the fame, and to inform the Difiriet Courts thereof, to the 
end that they may provide for the fame without delay.-The 
Court authorizes in confequence the faid Officers to go whither
foever it iliall be neceff'ary, to make all neceffary refearches of and 
concerning the effects .made away with, if any have been fo, and 
all .the actual depofitaries (if any there be) of Goods and Effects, 
wh1ch may have heretofore been in the Houfes of the faid So-
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1'!iety, or of the value thereof, fhall be bound to declare to the 
King's Attorney General, or to his delegates in the feveral places, 
within ten days for thofe refiding at Paris, and within a month for 
thofe refiding elsewhere, to be accounted from the day of the Pu
blication of the prefent Decree, under pain of being profecuted 
Criminally, to the end that ppon the faid declarations the King's 
Attorney General may require and that there may be by the 
Court, all the Chambers aifembled, adjudged what to right anJ 
J uftice !hall appertain. 

It is enjoined upon all Debtors, Farmers, Tenants, Paymasters 
Treafurers, alfo to the Paymafters of rents upon the 11 otel de 
Ytllf> of Paris and others, in future not to pay to the faid perfons 
ftiling themfelves French Jefuits or even Foreigners, or to their 
ufe, or to other parties for them and generally to any others than 
the faid Managt?rs and Sequcftrators, whereof the efrabli!1Jment 
was above ordered, the Revenues and monies belonging to the 
faid Houfes and Eftabliiliments of the faid Perfons ftiling them
felves Jefuits on pain of nullity of the payment and acquit· 
tances, and of being condemned to pay a fecond time. 

It is ORDERE:9 that all thofe who may lend their names directly 
or indirec:tly to the Society or to ·any of the Houfes thereof, 
wherefoever they may be situated, even without the Kingdom, for 
the property, pofseffion or enj:)yment of any property or effects 
generally whatfoever, moveables or Immoveables, ihall be bound 
to declare it to the King's Attorney General or to his Delegates at 
the feveral places within ten days at the latest from the publica
tion of the prefent Decree for thofe who reside at Paris, and 
within one month for thafe who reside elfewhere, under pain of a 
fine equal to one third of the value . of the thing, whereof one 
moiety payable to the Informer and the other moiety to the Ge
neral Hofpital of this Town of Paris, or to thofe of the other 
Towns or Places where fuch perfons fo lending their names ihall 
refide, also if the cafe fhould require it on pain of being profe
cuted criminally. In confequence it is ordered that at the time of 
making the Proces V erbau.r: above ordered, tb.e faid Priefrs, 
Scholars and others of the faid Society {hall be bound to declare 
the names of thofe who c;hall hold thefe goods and effeCl:s belong
ing to the faid Society, and to fwear that they do not conceal any 
direCl:ly or indirectly on pain, in cafe of falfe declarations, to be 
prosecuted criminally, according to the exigence of the cafe. And 
all Receivers, Treafurers, Caihiers, Farmers Tenants, Debtors 
and Paymafiers, a1fo thofe of the Rents p1yab!e out of the funds 
_pf the Hotel de YiUe of Paris, fball be bound to fend within 
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one month to the King's Attorney General a statement of all 
that they pay to the faid perfons ftiling themfelves Jesuits whe
ther Frenchmen or Foreigners. 

AND examined Copies of the prefent Decree fhall be fent to 
all the Baitliages and Senechaussees of the Jurisdiftion and to 
the office of the City of Paris, as well as to the municipal officers 
of the Towns of Arras, Hesdin, St. Omer, Bethune, Aire and 
other Towns of Artois, where the Property and Houfes of the 
faid Society are fituated, to be there read, publifhed and enregifter
ed, printed and pofi:ed up, nottfied to the municipal officers of the 
Towns where there were not heretofore other Schools and Col
leges than thofe which were then kept by the faid perfons ftiling 
themfelves Jefuits, and ferved upon all the Houfes and Eftabliih
ments of the said perfons fiiling themselves Jefuits. It is enjoin
ed upon the Delegates of the King's Attorney General to carry 
this decree into effect, and to report to the Court thereupon:with
in the month. It is enjoined upon the Officers of the faid Courts 
to attend each for himfelf to the full & entire execution of the 
prefent Decree which !hall be printed, publifhed and pofted up 
in this City of Paris and wherever elfe it £hall be neceffary. 

DoNE in Parliament all the Chambers affembled the 23d 
April 1762. 

Examined, REGNAULT. 
(Signed) DUFRANC. 

LETTER TO THE ATTORNEY AND SoLICITOR GENERAL 

(Mr. Norton and Mr. De Grey) 
Upon a second reference, by the Right Honorable the EARL 

of HALIFAX, His Majesty's principal Secretary of State, a Copy of an 
Arret of the Parliament of Paris having been obtained, of the case of 

the Jesuits in Canada. 

To THE ATTORNEY and SoLICITOR GENERAL. 

Doctors' Commons-May 12th 1765. 
Gentlemen, 

I have the honour to transmit to you two references made to us by 
His MajeEtty's command, and in order to save time, engaged as you are in 
so great a variety of business, I take the Liberty of sending you some 
few obervations on the second reference, it being expected that our Re
port should be very full on this subject, and which Report will be cir
culated wherever the Society exists. I will make any day or place 
agree~ble to me, to settle our Report, wb.ich will best suit yourselves, if 

you will fix it together and favour me with notice a few days before. 
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In order to answer fully the purpose of the reference, I apprehend it 
is necessary to enter into a detail, and to keep the institute of the Society 
constantly in view. 

1 n answer to the Questions :-
What Estate is vested in the Communities or Societies of Jesuits, 

which they occupy in Houses or Lands in Canada? 
\Yhether they could without powers from the Father General or Su

perior, before the expiration of the eighteen months allowed for the sale 
of Estates under the Treaty of Paris, and now can, make a good Title 
thereto? 

And whether the General or Superior, residing at Rome, and never 
having been in Canada, could have given, and now can give, powers to 
make a legal Title for the sale of snch possessions ? 

I beg leave to observe, that, besides the Jesuits of the less observance, 
who are to be found in every part of the world, concealed Agents of the 
Society, Laymen as well as Priests, persons who have been married as 
well as those who have never .married, and of all conditions and ern
ployments of life, (the whole Order amounting to twenty thousand men 
in the year 1710, and since increased in proportion to the enterprising ge
nius of that Society in the course of half a Century,) the known Com
muni ties of the Jesuits in Canada are t.he Missions. 

The Missions are, properly speaking, draughts from the Houses of 
the Professed, (agreeably to the plan of this Order founded by a Mili
tary man on military principles;) they are engaged by their fourth vow 
to go to any part of the wo1ld, where the Pope, or their General shall 
send them non petito viatico. The Missions are so called in their Insti
tute, in distinct'wn to the Houses of the Professed, and from the Hou
ses of tht' Noviciates and Colleges. The Missions, like the professed, 
are all under a vow of poverty, and mendicants by Institution ; and as the 
Professed hold Estates in trust for the Noviciates and Colleges, and the 
rest of the Society, having nothing for themselves, otherwise than indi
rectly (for they never beg notwithstanding their Institution ;) so the Mis
sions \'v ho are detachments from the Professed, hold Estates in the same 
manner. If the Estates are Donations, then they are held for such uses 
as the founders by Grant, Gift, or Devise shall have directed, and for 
such further uses as the Father General shall direct ; inasmuch as all 
Donations are co:1stantly accepted by the Order, and ratified by the Ge
nera], with this special salvo, commonly known and suppos-ed to be ac
quiesced in by the donors or their representatives, ita tamen ut in emni
bus instituti ratio servetur. Ar.d if the Estates are acquired by pur
chase out of the surplus of the Funds destined ad libitum by the Gene
ral for the support of the Colleges, or out of profits arising from Com
merce or personal industry, then the Missions hold these Estates for the 
benefit of the whole Society, wheresoever dispersed over the world, 
but united under one Sovereign head domiciliated at Rome, whose power 
over his whole Order being unlimited, he is the sol~! proprietor, and as 
it were, the heart of the whole body, into which, and from which, all 

/ 
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property has a constant flux and reflux by a circulation of the system in 
all -its parts. So that the Estates of the Society must be con ~Idered in 
the possession of one man, the General of the Order ; who iti always by 
birth an Italian, an actual subject ecclesiastical nd civil of the Roman 
Pontiff; upon whom he acknowledges a kind of fe udal dependence, ra
ther than an impltcit obedience; (the Father General havwg sometimes 
resisted, and being in some respects indeper dent even of Papal authority) 
being in all other relariom an absolu•e Sovereign over h1 own Vassals, 
who are independent of every Civil Government under which they re
side; to which they cannot be united in a civil essence by the nattlle of 
their Institute, without ceasing to be what the1r Institute makes t 1em, a 
distinct Nation in the mtdst of Nations, and an Empire m the rmd :> t of 
Empires As all other regulars, nccordmg to the Canon Law, are ser
vants of their Mona-tery., so the individuals of the s '"'Ciety of Jesu ts, 
according to their Institute, are the servants, or rather slaves of their 
Order; and according to the rule of Law, by wl11ch quid1uid acquiritur 
servo acqu;ritur domino; they have no property of their own. 

It is remarkable, that the 0: der (of which the Province of France 
makes but a very small part) has been only tolerated provisionally in that 
Kingdom, and upon probation of good behaviour, without ever 'having 
had any legal establi&hment as a part of the Ecclesiastical and Civil Con
stitution of rhe Realm. The General of the Order has constantly re
fused the conditions of the original admission made by the Acts of the 
Assembly at Poissy of the Gallicao Church, and has also refused the 
condi tions of the re-admis ion of the Society on the same terms after 
their expulsion, (which re admission was granted by the Royal Edict, 
in virtue of a Treaty between the Crown of Fran<le and the Papal Ste,) 
because the terms of re-admission were radically subversive of the whole 
Order. 

To the original Acts of Admission all subsequent Edicts in their fa
vour have had a retrospect. So that the Arret of expulsion remained 
always liaLle to execution ; and the Members of the Order were merely 
as inmate8, occupants of Houses and Lands in France, and in the ex. 
tent of the Dominions of that Crown, &ubject to resumption. . 

From all these premises, it seems conc'ustve that the Titles of the So
ciety pa~sed, together with the Dominions ceded to Great Britain, (in 
which Dominions those possessions were situated) attended with no bet
ter qualtfications than those Titles had by the Laws and Constitution of 
the Realm of France, previous to the Conquest and Cession of those 
Countries. But it seems further to be clear, that those Titles are now in 
a worse condition since the Conquest and Cession ; for till that period 
they were only in abeyance, and suspended upon a principle of proba
tionary toleration ; but by virtue of the natural Law of Arms and Con
quest of Countries, confirmed by Acts of the Law of Nations, by so
lemn Cession and Guarantee~ the possessions of the Society lost of 
course all civil protection by the fate of war, but much more so by the 
only power, whose authority and intervention could have preserved th _ 
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property of these possessions to their supposed owners, 1Javing with· 
drawn its tolerance and protection and deserted them as a derelict at the 
mercy and entirely free disposition of the Crown of Great Britain, by 
making no provision in the Articles of Cession to serve. the pretended 
rights of the Community of Jesuits, nor indeed of any other Ecclesi
astical Community, which latter might have been u .der a more favorable 
view, having a civil being, a11d each House possessing a seperate proper
ty, distinct from others of the same Order ; whereas the Order of Je
suits, contrary to all other Regulars, is one ind1visible Order, aggregate 
indeed by its own Institute, but not incorporated by the Laws of France; 
and the Father General, never having been an Inhabitant of Canada, 
nor a subject to the King of France, he could not retire and avail him
self of the fourth Article of the definitive Treaty, nor sell his Estates, 
nor withdraw his effects within the time limited. In a few words, the 
Society of Jesuits had. not and cannot have any Estates in Canada, legal
ly and completely vested in them at any time, and therefore could not, 
and cannot transfer the same before nOt" af~er the term of eighteen months, 
so as to make a good Title to the purchasers, either WJth or without the 
powers or ratification of the Fathc:>r General, who as he could not retire, 
so he cannot retain any possessions in Canada, since the time limited for 
the sales of Estates there, agreeably to the Terms of the Treaty ; be
cause he Js as incapable of becoming a British subject, as he was of 
being a French subject; nor can the Individuals of the Communities o • 
the Jesuits in Canada, take or transfer what the Father General cannot 
take or tran«fer, nor can they, having but one common stock with all 
other Communities of their Order in every part of the Globe, hold im
moveable possessions, to be applied for the joint benefit of those Commu
nities which are resident in Foreign States; and which may become the 
enemies of His Majesty and His Government. 

In answer to the question-Whether the persons in possession I10ld 
the same as Trustees for the General, or for the whole Society of Je
suits, and in that case, whether such trust is not void in Law? \~'hlt for
feitures are incurred therebY? and to whom ? 

I beg leave to observe, 'that whoever the persons arc who occupy the 
possessions in question, they must be understood to hold the same as 
Tru~tces for the Hea<J and Members of the one indivisible Society, and 
political body of Jesuits, of ecclesiastical and ter.1poral Union, forming, 
according to their Institute, one Church and Monarchical Govcmmcnt, 
with territorial jurisdiction independent of all civil authoriries under 
which the 1iembers of the Society are occasionally dispersed, and with
out stability of domicile; that such trust&, arc therefore~ from the very 
nature of this Institution, inadmissible by the Law of-Nations and of all 
Civil Governments; they are void bo~h in law and in fact, because there 
is no legal corporate body civilly established to take their use but an a!Jen 
Sovereign, and aliens hi& subjects, who were and are utterly incapable, by 
the very mture of their Inst.itution, of .an~ civil exist_ence. T~e pos-
1 ~-sions therefore, of the Socwty of Jesmts m Canada, m every \'Jew of 
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the case, are lapsed to His Majesty by right of Con1uest and acquired 

Sovereignty; by dereliction of the sttpreme power itself of whose good 

pleasure these possessions were lately held, no provision having been made 

for them by it in the Act of Cession ; by the want of an original com

plete Title in a body incapable of I" gal taking, holding, and transferring ; 

by the nature of defective trusts founded upon such defective Titles; 

and by the non-compliance of the Order with the provisional terms of 

re-admission, as probationary occupants & or.ly pro tempore, into the Do~ 

minions of France, domiciled in the person of their Father General at 

Rome~ subject to the execution and effect of the Arret which was pas

sed by the original Tribunals for their expulsion in J 594•, to which they 

are still liable, for never having observed, but openly rejected, the condi

tions of their first admission, which are the conditions of the second, 

and farther, are liable, ipso facto, whenever they should be hur;ful and 

dangerous to the Realm. 
In answer to the last question-\Vhat will be the proper methods to 

be pursued to discover such trusts? 
I conceive, with submission, that it would be an effectual method to 

discover such trusts, ?S well as a great benefit for the civil and ecclesias

tical establishment of the ceded Colonies, if His Majesty should be plea

sed to order a general Survey of all Estates in them to be made, and to 

establish an Office of Register and Record, and for the authentic copy~ 

ing and enrollment of all Title Deecs, Grants, and Assignments of 

Lands and Houses held in the Provinces of Canada and Louisiana; and 

to appoint Commissioners to make such a Survey, to call for, and to ex

amine persons and writings, and to transmit the Records from year to 

year into the Registry of the High Court of Chancery of Great Bri~ 

tain, and to make a particular Report to Hid Majesty of the saJI:!e, so 

far as relates to Lands or Houses, possessed, now or late, by any reli· 

gious Communities or persons, or applied by any persons for their be

nefit, and to discover all concealed trusts for any purposes prejudicial to 

His Majesty's rights, and the interests of H1s Realm. 

All which considerations, Gentlemen, I have the honour to submit to 

your reflections before we draw up our Report, as the Institute of the 

S-ociety is so very extraordinary, and our decisiOn upon these important 

points depends entirely on its nature, I have annexed extracts which are 

taken from indubitable authorities. You must be very sensible, that an 

air of answering upon so complicated a business in three line~, will not 

serve the purpose of the King's Ministers, who desire to be perfectly in

formed; and I shall not regret my particular tr~>uble on this, or on any 

other occasion, if I have the satisfaction of your approbation, in dimi

nishing, in any degree, your share of our joint labours, which are of much 

consequence, in this case particularly, for His Majesty's service. 

I am, Gentlemen, 

With great respect, Your most obedient and humble servant, 

(Signed) JAMES MARRIOTT. 
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PRooFs and EXTRACTs relating to the Conftitution of the Society 
of J efuits, annexed to the Letter to the Attorney and Solici
tor General. 

Concerning the J efuits of the lefs obfervance, fee the account 
taken by Etienne Pasquier from a Jefuit; Recherches de Pasquier; 
The Bull of Sixtus V. 29th September 1587, gave the Society a 
power of fetting up congregations in all their Houfes, and in all 
Places, locis sub gubernis societatis e.r:istentibus, and to connect 
and unite thefe Congregations with the Congregation at Rome, 
et prim aria Romance aggregandi. So that the fe immenfe Con
gregations of lay brothers form in every Kingdom but one body, 
having the fame fpirit, interefts, views and G0vernment with 
the Congregation at Rome. Vide lnstitutum Societat'is Jesu, 
aucloritate Congregationis Generalis XV 111. JJfeliorem in or
dinem digPstum, aucturn et ,·ecusum pragce. Tipis Universita
tis Caroli-Ferdinandre, in Collegio Societatis J esu ad. S. Cle
mentium 17 57. 

Father J ot1vency fays that in 1710 the Society had fix hundred 
and twelve Colleges, three hundred and forty houfes of refidence, 
fifty-nine Noviciates, two hundred Miffions, twenty-four houfes 
of the profeffed: the whole divided into thirty-feven Provinces. 
The extent of thefe thirty~feven Provinces or Territoires of the 
Society, may be judged of from the confideration that all France 
forms but five ; which are called the Provinces of France, Cham
pagne, Guienne, Touloufe and Lyons. The Miffions are at
tached to fome one of thefe Provinces, or make themfelves fe
parate Miffions. According to Father Jouvency the number of 
the J efuits of the four claffes was in the year I 71 OJ on their 
own lift, nineteen thoufand, nine hundred and ninety eight. It 
is eafy to judge from the enterprising fpirit of the Society, how 
much that number muft have increafed in fifty-five years fince. 
The four Claffes are as follow: firft, The prof~ffed, called by 
their Conl1itution Societas Professa: fecond, the Coadjutors. 
Third, the Scholars Students, and approved Scholaftics. Fourth, 
all thofe who, without being of the three former Claifes have 
taken a Refolution to live and die in the Society, and are in pro
bation, tm it £hall be decided into which of the three other Clas
fes they £hall be admitted. 

The Houfes _,f refidence, which are three hundred and forty, 
are the houfes of the Miffions out of Europe. 

The Millions are under a vow of poverty: it is the general 
rule of the inftitute of the whole Society, haec minima ( ongre

c c 
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gatio, sic pauperlalem accipiendo, ut nee ~ez~·t, n_ec possit reditus 
ullos, ad suam suslentationem, nee ad quzd?"lS a!zud habere. 

In tht! fidl: Bull obtained by them from Pius V. 1571, the 
terms are dcclaralur Socidas e.r institut i 'ratione mendicans, a/ius
que rnFndicantium ordinibus CO'YYlmemoratur et privilegiis requa
tur; and in the dispofing and granting part, the Pope fays, 
quia ipsa Societas mendicans e:ristit,. quippe qure e.r ejus instituto 
et constilt!tioribus apostolica autoritate COl!firmatis bona stahilia pos
sidere nequit, sed in certis elemosynis.Jideliumque la""gitatibus et 
sub·centionibus vivit. 

That the Houfl:!s of refidence of the Miffions are not inde
pendent of the general body appears by the very form of the 
letters of authorization, which the provincial gives for the place 
of Superior General of the Millions of any particular Province; 
and thefe powers are extended by fpecial powers, or narrowed 
at the pleafure of the Father General. The powers given are in 
personas et !oca qure in illis parlibus ad sociatalem pertinent, there
.fore thofe perfons and places form no eftabli!hments feparate and 
independent from the common mass of the Society; but the 
Authority is referved as to all Contracts; non tarnen alienationum, 
obligationum, seu gravaminum qure collegium vel Societas subire 
debeat; in which cafe a fpecial authority is made requifite; fo 
that the whole property of the Houfes of the Miffions is clearly 
in the Father General. l'"ide JJrJbnoi're a Consulter, publiibecl on 
the part of the Father J efuits in the cafe of Father De la Valette 
p. 23. 

The Bulls of Gregory XIII. 1576, 1582, vefi: all property in 
the Father General. It recites, bona stabilia et immob·ilia seu 
quasi stabilia (in the language of our Law, Chattels real) nee non 
et pretiosa mobilia cvjuscunque qualitalis et facultatis, domorum 
tu m pro.fessor·um, t um probationis collegiorum et aliorum locorum 
·ubilibet consistentium, injormatione e.z·trajudicialite1· ac sunmwrie 
et simpliciter arcepta 'eel etiam ea onmino on,issa, (referving 
to himfelf to judge of the utility of the alienations or affignments,) 
.Iimpliciter ahs9.ue jigurn judicii; nee ad vmditionum commumcotionem, 
et aliarum hujusmodi a!ienationum, uti/itatis seu mctssitatis, aut 
in equivalentia vel melior a honi pretii conversionis vel alium demonstrati
onem teneri. 

The unlimited extent of the General's power further appears; 
generalis, cum primum electus est, potest plenam exercere Jwisdi&ti· 
omm in omnes sub o/us ohedentia degentes ubicunque commorafi/tur, 
etiam exemptos, etiam quasczmque Jacultates habentes. 

The general has granted to him by it, in universos ejusdem so
,;ittatis Jocios et personas .sub ejui obedimtia degentes ubiliber commoran-
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n. The Provincials are as Lieutenant Generals .of tl:ie father 
generaliffimo. A Generate prmposito, ut a capite, tmiver.ra facu!
tas provinciafittm egreditur, ac per eos ad locales, per hos autem ad sin
gufares personas descmdat. The Miffions are fubject as well as 
he reft of the Communities. .Ab eodem capite, vel Jaltem eo suam 

facuftatem communicante et rem approbante, missiones procedunt. Vide 
lnsti. Soc. JNu. pa. 42~; Constit. part. 8, Cap. I. § 6. Idem ge• 
nera!is in A4issionibus omnem .habet potestattm, par. 9. Bull of Gre
gory XI V. 1591, I bid § 2. It appears that the lVIembers of the 
Society are merely Agents of the General, and though furnifhed 
oftenfibly with his power, quamvif alii! injerioribu.1 prrepositis, 
~Vel virita!Qribus, vel Commissariis suam Jacu!tatem communicet gene
ralis poterzt approbare vel rescindere qu'Jd iJii ficer;?Jt: how unli
mited is the fubmiffion, in a fyftem fubverfive of all good faith ! 
Bemper ei obedientiam et reverentiam ut qui vices Christi gerit, prce
liare oportebit.: how ihocking the impiety of an order thus cons
tituted ! 
. Gregory XIV. confirmed in his Bull the prefent Sovereignty 
of the Father General ; the terms are universam gubernandi ra
tfonem lgnatius fundator monarchica.m et in d~finilionibus unius su
perim·is arbit1·io contentam esse decrccit. Pneter cretera quam 
plurima, illud sequ:"tur comrnodi ut unh:ersus ordo ad monarchi
cam gubernationem cornpositus maxime SCI'Cel'ur unitus ipsiusque 
menzbra per universum orbem dispersa, per omnimodam ha.nc 
subordinationem suo capiti cotligata pmmpl"u · acfacilius ad V!lTia 
functiones ju.r·ta eorurn peou!iarem oocatiimem et speciale ':Jotum 
dirigi ac moveri possint. And the Bull anathematifes all who 
ihall oppofe their privileges, whether Kings, frates, or prelates, 
upon any account or pretence whatfoever, and that the order 
.fhall be immutable even by the Holy See itfelf and independent; 
and what is more extraordinary, that if any pope il1all decree 
hereafter to the contrary, the general .!hall annul the decrees, and 
reinftate the Society of his own iole authority. 'Toties in pris
tinum et eum in quo ant ea quomodo libel aaui statum restilula, re
]){)Iita, et plenare re-integrata, per pneposilum genera/ern, fore 
et esse, fuosque dfectus sortiri et obtintn'. 
The Jefuits of t>pain and Portugal, defirous of a reform from 
this unlimited flavery, to which they were fubjected in 1593, pe
titioned Pope Clement in theie words.:-

~icet generalis habeat suus consi!iario 'ictmen non tenetur stare 
ipsm·ttm consili? sed est dominu~ domina'!l~~m et frl(·it_ q~od vult nul· 
!if legibuJ adJtnctus: unde mortificat.et:mvificnt; dcpr_znut et e~·u!
tat quem -cult, ac sz esset ])eu.r qu1 lsber est aiJ /)JJtJlt p rturbatwne 
t 11on pass et errare.. 
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upon the Province; the Province upon the Society; and that 
all the Miffionaries its Members are but Agents of the Company, 
which is united, as we have already :fhown, under one principal 
director of unlimited authority. 

Thefe ideas of rhe Society and of the Titles to its po!feffiom, 
are coni)rmed by the pieces written by J efuits, and Publifhed 
by the authority of their Order in their famous dispute, with all 
the refr of the regulars on the oc.cafion of the Edict of the Em
peror Ferdinand, II. in J 629, for refi:oring the Efi:ates of the 
Empire, which the Protefi:ants had taken away. The Champions 
of the J efuits infifted, that no other orders could take but them
felves, becaufe the fraternity were distinct which once held thofe 
endowments, and were now extinguifhed :that they, the Jefuits 
were on the contrary, onf' indivifible Order: that the Generals and 
Vifitors of thofe fraternities which were local, had only a powe!" 
as to the regular di:cipline of each feparate Monaftery ; but that 
thefe Vifitors were not (as in the Order of them the J efuits) like 
their General, able to change perfons and properties, ad libitum, 
Vide, the work of Father Layman, prinreJ at Delingin in Suabia, 
cum Jacultate Superi;;rurn, intitled, J tJla defttfio Sanctjflimi Pontz-
jicis, Augtfll!.IJirni Ccefaru, S. C. R. Cardinal1um, Episcoporum, Prin
cipium, et aliorum Minimte Jocietatis J tju, in caufd .lJ1ona.rte
ri.orum extinctorum et bonorum Eccltjiqjlicorttm vacantium. Father 
Jean Crufius, who wrote at the fame time, a book encitled, A)lri in
extincti Eclipjis feu deliquium, ufes thefe words whit:h deferve at
tention, and affect the cafe of a Conquered Country, Generalis 
ipse tanquam caput uniur veri Corporis politici jurisdictiomm hubet 
quqfi territorialem ; nam ipjius jurisdictio non perjonis Jolum, fed etiam 
terris rebus, bonis- Gollegiorum ab hrjle occupatorum, v!l etiam pe 1jona/is 
Collegiorum i!lorum tempore invqfionis repetitio; qute in hujwrnodi cofu.r 
nrgatur afiis aliorum ordinum pr«:sidibus; cum nee verum illorum R.e
ligiqfi Corpus Co'!Jlituunt politicum, fld tantum familite aliquod plan~ 
/Jt.f(.UTor. And farther he fays, SocietaJ, late accepta, nt domifla 
honorum et rerumfuorum C<;lkgiorum, atque pqjjidet cum illh bona cor
porata : quia .._'cholares ind!fferenttr et ind,scrimi11atim Je habent ad 
omnia Collegia Societatis ; nee enim vovent hujus vel illius loci llabilita
tem, ideoque ad nutum admodum R. P. Generalis ex uno in aliud 
trtJnsjeruntur Collegium. Secus rer .habet in ordim JanEti Benedifli, 
quia prifdfi illius voto fe obligant ad flabilitatem clau)lri. 

F~,tber Layman in hi!~ book, called cc!ifura .Ajlrologite Ecclifzastica, 
et r!ftri, in extincti, makes his own order to conftitute of itfelf, a 
Church cum manijdJum )it in Sorietate nqjlra membra qus omnia, Jub 
uno generali capite comtituta d gTJbernata1 UtJizu Eccliftte C~tjms ( 'r;o ... 
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From this view of the nature of the i'!Jlitute of the So3ety, 
it clearly appears a priori, that it was impossible, that the So
ciety could gain a Civil exifience as a corporate body of Eccle
fiaH:ics, in France ; :md it was far from the inclinations of the So
ciety to be confid~red as fubjects of any Jurisdiction but their 
own.-For this reafon in the famous attempt which they made to 
be incorporated with the lJ niverflty of Paris in 1564, and an in
terrogatory being put to them, what they were in France .2 Secu
lars, 'regulars or 1llonks :~ th~ir anfwer was, repeatedly to the 
queftion, nos Jumus in Ga!lia tales quales denominabit nos curia. 

It was to preferve this independency of the Order from all 
Civil States whatfoever under which its Members refide, that 
the Generals have frequently oppofed, and effectually resifted the 
Popes themfelves, by having made themfelves necefsary to the 
Papal See. 

Thus aH the attempts to lcffen the power of the Fat her Gene
ral, and to change the conftitution of the Order have never fuc
ceeded ; Paul IV. Pius V. Sixtus V. Clement VIII. attempted 
it in vain. And when the Parliament of Paris confented to ·re
efrabliili the Jefuits under certain refervations, as they before 
had been admitted provisionally in the Afsembly at Poissy. the 
re-admission was in confequence of his Treaty with the Pope; 
the Pope acquainted the King, and the King the Parliament in 
refpect to the articles, que le general des J esuites ne s' en conten
toit pas ~·c. ne les vouloit approzrcer, disanl, qu'ils etoit·nt conlre 
leurs Statuts, dont le dit general ecr·ivit au roi lellres qui ne pou
rvoient f-tre presei1tees, et sont encore les articles opprour:cs pm· 
lui. The King added, that it was a great point gained of the 
Pope, to admit the order in no other way. The Parliament en
tered it upon their RegiO:er5, that the Pope had desired the King 
to establish the Jefuits, cornme ils etoient aupanrcant L'an-et de La 
Cour de 1594, and re-efhblifhed them according1y. 

It may not be improper to infert the fpecial clauses of the Act 
of Poifiy; which if acquiesced in, the Jefuits muit have quitteu 
France. The first consideration was, that they ihould not be re
ceived as a Religious Society. Second, that they fhou!d t;:~ke 
another name. Third, that they {hould fubmit to the Jurisdic
tion, fuperintendance aP.d correcticn of the Episcopal diocefm. 
Fourth, that the Company should not attempt any . thing to the 
prejudice of the Biiliops, Chapters, Rectors, Uuiverfities, nor of 
the other Orders. Fifth, that they fhould conform them!elvcs 
to the ancient Laws, renoun4:ing expreffedly and previous(~~ all 
the privileges contained in their Bulls inconsifient with the foJ"e-
going articles. .Autrement, d faute, de fair e ou qu'd L'u:~cnir i!s 
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en obtiennent d'autres, les pn5senles demeureront nulles et de nul 
tjfet et vertu. And the Act concludes, with a salvo, sauf le droit 
de la dite assemblee et d'autrui en toutes chases : and when the 
.Act came to be regiftered by the Parliament, the conditions ex
preffed were confirmed, and the conclufions upon the article.i 
were, that the J efuits were received quarit a present &c. a la 
charge des les 1·ejetler si, et quand ci-ap-res its seroient decou-certs, 
etre nuisibles ou faire p1·4judice au bien et etat du Ro,yaume. 

The Jefuits allowed all thtfe conditions and provisions of their 
original admiffion to exist, according to tht- Act of the Affembly 
of Poifsy (none of which the Society either have fulfilled, or 
could pofsibly fulfill from the nature of their inftitution) among 
the pieces which they produced before the French King in 1715, 
in order to obtain the declaration of the 16th of 1 uly, the words 
are, Qu'ils conviennent de bonne foi, que par l'acte de Poissy, et 
par l'acte de la Cour qui en ordonne l'enTegistrement, ils ne furtnt 
rer;us cornme religifu.c. Vide Inventaire imprime, Signe, de 
Sacy, A-cocat, P. Hazon, J esuite, Procureur General de la Pro-
7Ji1lce de Franu, page 6. 

The difiinCl:ion they have endeavored to fet up, between the 
Colleges and the Order is neither fupported by fact, nor by the 
infiitute of the fociety. For it appears from all the foregoing 
proofs of their inftitute, that there is one chain of dependence; 
that the colleges are not difiinct as communities from the Body ; 
that the profefsed Religious hold in truft for the Colleges ; and, 
therefore, the conclufion is, that if, according to their own con
feffion, the Religious of the Order of Jefuits are not received 
as perfons capable of a civil exiftence, they are incapable of the 
trufis, and the colleges are incapable of the ufes. Thus every 
thing, built upon the foundation of this anomalous fociety, falls 
to the ground together. And it is no wonder that an inftitution, 
which ieems contrived, with a fubtlety more than human, to fub
vert the Laws of every Country Ecclesiafi:ical and Civil, !hould 
find in the Laws of every Conntry, an obftacle to its eftabli!h
ment. 



GEORGE the THIRD by the Grace of Gon King of 
1788. Great Britain, France and Ireland, Defender of the 

Faith, &c. 

To our Loving Subjects Kenelm Chandler, Thomas Scott, 
John Coffin, Gabriel Elzeard Taschereau, Jean Antoine Panet, 
George Lawe, lames McGill, Quinfon de St. Ours and---
.Rouville, Esquires. Greeting. 

Fiat. We being moved concerning the I.~ands and 
Recorded in the Officel Eftates now belonging to us, and heretofore 
of Enrollment~ at Que-

1 
held and claimed Jin our Province of Quebec, 

bee the 2d day of Ja- b . R . . C . 
nuary 1788, in the third > y a certam ehg10us ommumty known 
Regr. Letters Patent & 1 by the name of the Order of 1 efuits and 
Coms.folio 186. J I: • • d · 1 'f h (Signed) 10r our g1vmg an grantmg parce s o t e 

G. PowNALr.. J faid Lands and Eftates, to Our Trufty and 
well beloved Subject J effery Lord Amherfi:, his Heirs and Affigns, 
and being defirous before the gift and grant thereof be made in 
manner aforefaid to be ascertained in due form of Law, what 
Lands and Eftates, were held poifeifeJ and claimed by the faid 
Order of J efuits within the fdid Province, and the manner and 
ways by which they acquired, and what portions and parts there
of, have been by them aliened and exchanged, and what parts or 
portions thereof are now vefi:ed in us, and may by us be legally 
given and granted in the manner above mentioned, and we 
being alfo defirous to be fully apprized of the nature and quality 
of the faid L~nds, and the prefent Titles by which they are pos
feifed, their prefent vaLue, the mtture and extent of the Right of 
Seignory, the nature of the tenures by which they are holden 
their exact local fituation, the :ftate of their culture and popula
tion, and whether any and what claims are made by the Heirs 
of the Donors of fuch parts of the Lands, as were given to the 
faid Religious Order by private perfons: We have therefore Ap
pointed and given Commiffion to, and by thefe prefents, Do 
appoint and grant Commiffion to you the {aid Kenelm Chafldler, 
Thomas Scott, John Coffin, Gabriel Elzeard Taschereau, Jean 
Antoine Panet, George Lawe, James McGill, Quinfon de St. Ours, 
and ---Rouville, Efquires, or any three of you, wichout delay 
to make invefi:igation on all and every the particulars before 
mentioned, by all Lawful ways and means in your Power, and 
We command that you Certify what you fuall caufe to be done 
respecting the fame by virtue hereof, under your hands and feats, 
o the Governor and Commander in Chief of our faid Province,. 

Dd 
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or the Governor and Commander in Chief thereof for the time 
being. 

IN TEsTIMONY whereof we have caufed thefe our Letters to be 
made Patent, and the Great Seal of our faid Province to be 
thereunro affixed. 

Witness our Trufi:y and Well beloved GuY Lord DoRCHESTER, 
our Governor and Commander in Chief of our faid Province, at 
our Cafile of Saint Lewis at Quebec, the feventh day of Jany. 
in the twenty-eighth year of our Reign, and in the year of our
Lord one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-eight. 

(Sign~ d) DORCHESTER. 

By His Exce1lency's Command, 
(Signed) GEo. PowNALL, Sec. 

I do hereby Certify the foregoing to be a true Copy of an Entry,. 
on Record in the Regiftrar's Office at Quebec, · n Re gift er of Let
ters Patent and Commiffions No. 3, folio 186. 

Ls. MONTIZAMBERT,. 
Actg. Prov. Secy. and Reg. 

Provincial Secretary's Office, 
Q~bec, 25th February 1824. 

(Signed) ROB T. S. MILNES, 
Lieutenant Governor. 

PROVINCE oF LOWER-CANADA, to wit :--

GEORGE the THIRD by the Grace of Gon of Great-Britain 
FRANCR & IRELAND King, Defender of the Faith, and so forth~ 

Fiat To the Sher!f! of the Difirict of Quebec, in 
Recorded in the Of- our Province of Lower-Canada, Greeting : 

flee of Enrollments at Whereas all and every the Eftates and Pro-
Q.uebec the 8th day of • . 
March 1800, in the fil'st perty moveable and Immoveable, fituate m Ca-
Register of Lett~rs_ Pa- nada which did heretofore belong to the late 
tent and Commtss!Ons, ' 
folio 446. Order of J efuits, h•we fince the year of our 
(Signed) G. PowNALL, I4ord Chrifi: one thoufand feven hundred and 

Secy. and Regr. 
of Records. fixty, been and now are by Law vefted in us, 

L. 8· under and by virtue of the Conqueft of Cana-
da in the {aid year of our Lord Chrift one thoufand feven hun
dred and fixty, and under and by virtue of the Cefiion thereof 

/ 
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made by His Moft Chrifrian Majefi:y, in the definitive Treaty of 
Peace concluded between u , His Mofi: Chriftian Majefty and 
His Moft Catholic Majefty at Paris, on the tenth day of February 
which was in the year of our Lord C'hrift, one thoufand feven 
hundred and fixty three. And whereas of our efpecial favor-we 
have been grac.iou:ily pleafed to fuffer the late furviving Members 
of the faid late Order of Jefuits who were living and refident in 
Canada, at the period of the aforefaid Conqueft and Ceffion there
of, to occupy certain parts of the !aid E.ftates and Property Mo
veable and immoveable, and to receive and enjoy the rents, iffues 
and profits of fuch parts thereof to anrl for their refpective ufe, 
benefit :md behoof, during the terms of their natural lives. And 
whereas all and every the faid late furviving Members of the faid 
late Order of Jefuits are now deceafed-And whereas fince the 
deceafe of the faid late furviving Members of the faid late Order 
.of Jefuits ; WE, certain efpecial confiderations us thereunto mo
ving, have been gracioufiy pleafed, of our further favor to permit 
the Reverend Jean Jofeph Cazot, Prieft, to occupy divers parts 
of the faid Efiates and property, which were fo as aforefaid oc
cupied by the faid late furviving Members of the faid late Order 
of J efu its, and to receive and enjoy the rents, iffues and profits 
thereof, to and for his ufe, benefit and behoof, during our Royal 
pleafure, which for divers good caufes and confiderations, we 
have thought fit to and hereby do determine; and whereas in con
fideration of the premifes we have refolved to take into our real 
and actual poffeffion, the parts of the faid Eftates and property 
of the {aid late Order of Jefuits, which under and by virtue of 
our faid Royal permiffion, have been lately occupied by the faid 
late furviving Members of the faid late order of Jefuits, and by 
the faid Jean Jofeph Cazot. NoY.v theretore know ye-that we 
have authorized and empowered, and by the{e prefents do autho
rize and empower and command you the faid Sheriff of our faid 
Diftrict of Quebec, in our faid Province of Lower-Canada, for u~ 
and \n our name, and to and for the ufe, benefit and advantage 
and behoof of us, our b eirs and Succeffors, to enter upon and 
take into our real and actual po.ffeffion all and every the Lands, 
Eftates and property moveable and immoveable, of every defcrip
tion and nature whatfoever, and every part and parcel thereof) 
~tuate, lying and being in our Diftrict of Quebec, in our faid 
Province of Lower-Canada, which heretofore did belong· to the 
f.1id late Order of Jefuits, or whereof or wherein the faid late 
Order of J efl,lits was feized or pofleffed or had, or claimed any 
manner of Eftate, right, title, intereft or demand, and which 

ave been fo as aforefaid pccupied by the faid late furvivint? Mem-
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hers of the fa id. late Order of J efuits or any or either of them, 
and by the faid Jean J ofeph Cazot ; AND more particularly to en
ter upon and take into our real and actual poifeffion the Fief and 
Seigneurie of Not1·e Dame des A nges commonly c.alled Charlef
bourg, containing one league of Land or thereabouts in front by 
four in depth, fituate near the Town of Quebec, partly on the Ri
ver St. Charles, where it empties itfelf into the River St. Lawrence, 
and partly by the faid River St. Lawrence. running back into the 
Country towards the Weftern Mountains, bounded on the North
Eafi: fide by the Fief & Seigniory of Beau port, the property of An
toine Juchereau Duchefnay, Efq. and on the South-Wefr fide by 
tl1e Fief andSeigniory of Dorfainvllle, now poffeifed by the Nuns 
of the General Hofpital, near Quebec, in front partly by the faid 
River St. Charles, and in the rear by Lands yet unconceded. Alfo 
the Fief and Seigniory of Saint Gabriel, commonly called the 
Old and New Loretk; confifting of a league and a half in front 
by ten in -depth, fituated inland at the diftance of a league and a 
half from the River Saint Lawrence, and adjoining the rear of · 
th.e Seigniory of Sillery, formerly belonging to the Reverend 
Fathers of the Company of Jefus, bounded on the North-Eafi: 
fide by the Fief St. Ignatius, poifeifed by the Nuns of the Hotel 
Dieu of Quebec, on the South-Weft by the F ief and Seigniory 
of Champigny or Godarville, belonging to the Heirs Peuvret, re
prefented by Antoine Juch.ereau Duchefnay, Efquire, in front by 
the rear of the faid Seigniory of Sillery, and in depth by Lands 
m~conceded; alfo the Fief and Seigniory of Sillery, fituated on 
the River Saint Lawrence, consifiing of one league of Land m 
front by a league and a half or thereabout in depth, running back 
to the Seigniory of St. Gabriel which terminates it in the rear, 
hounded on the North-Eaft side by the Point called Pointe de 
Puisseau, and the line which feparates the faid Fief and :Seign
iory from the Fief and Seigniory of St. Michel, poffeifed by the 
Ecclesiastics of the Seminary of Quebec, and on the South-Weft 
side to the Fief and Seigniory of Godarville, the property of 
Antoine Juchereau Duche[n3y, Efquire. Alfo the Fief and t:ieig
niory of Belair, commonly called Bonhomme Mountain, consift
ing of one league and a half in front by two leagues or thererea
bout in depth, situated in the .rear of the Fief and Seigniory of 
Demaure or St. Augufrin, and running back towards the River 
J acques Cartier, bounded on the South-\Veil: side by the Fief 
and Seigniory of Neuville or Pointe aux Trembles, and on the 
North-Eafi: side by the Fief and Seigniory .of Godarville, in 
front by the faid Seigniory of Demaure or St. Augufiin, and be
hind by the faid Riv.er Jacq_ues Cartier: alfo oi the Fief and 
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Seigniory of the Isle des Ruaux, fituated in the River St. Law
rence a little below the Hland of Orleans, confifi:ing of abou.t -
half a league in length by eight arpents or thereabout in breadth. 
Alfo a Tract of Land or Farm, commonly called La Vacherie, 
fituated on and partly furrounded by the River St. Charles, and 
thence running up towards the Hill called La ( 'ote St. Gene
-uieve, bounded on one fide partly by the High Road leading 
from the Paffage acrofs the faid River St. Charles, and on the 
other, partly by the Lands of------, in front by the laid 
River St. Charles, and behiud by the faid Hill called La Cote 
St. Genevieve, confifi:ing in the whole of seventy three fqucore 
Acres or thereabout, as at prefent occupied and poifeifed by Da .. 
vid Lynd, Efquire, and his under-tenants, and as more particular
ly bounded and defcribed in the ancient Grants, Title Deeds and 
conveyances thereof. 

Alfo a tract of Land fituated in the Seigniory Lauzon, and 
Pari!h of Saint Nicholas on the South fide of the River Saint 
Lawrence, confisting of twenty-nine arpens or thereabout in 
front, running from a point oppofite the River Cap Rouge along 
the River Saint Lawrence to a place five arpents diftant above the 
Great Rivulet which falls into the faid River Saint Lawrence, at 
a Farm called the Great Cove, by f-ty arpents in depth bound
ed on the north eaH: fide by the lands of the Reprefentatives of 
Rene Leduc, and on the other or fouth weft fide by thofe of A ... 
braham Milot, in front by the faid River Saint Lawreuce, and be
hind by Land unconceded. Alfo the following tracts, pieces, or 
parcels of Lands fituated in the Seigniory ot Lauzon, on the nortll 
:fide of the River St. Lawrence oppofite to the Town of Quebec, 
to wit :-four arpents in front along the River St. Lawrence, two 
arpents on each fide of a Houfe formerly belonging to the Rever
end Fathers of the Company of Jefus, by twenty arpents in depth, 
now in the occupation of Jofeph Samson, Cofi:on and Fortier. An· 
other tralt of Land in the fame Seigniory and adjoining thereto, 
confifting of two hundred fquare arpents, viz :-five arpents in 
front along the L'lid River Saint Lawrence at the difi:ance of 
twenty toises from the water at the highest Tides, running to
wards Saint Croix by forty arpens in depth : alfo another tract of 
Land in the fame Seigniory adjoining that above described, 
conlifi:ing of :fix arpents in front along the River St. Lawrence 
by forty in depth ; and lafi:ly a tract of eleven arpents of Land 
in front, adjoining the rear of the two preceding tracrs, and 
bounded by the prolongation of the l-ine thereof on each fide, by 
forty in depth, all as more particularly fi:ate::d, fpccified, bounded 
and defcribed in the ancient titles thereof ; also a pirce of L~md 
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ct.nfifting of fix arpents fyuare, fituated at a place called Tadoufac 
on the north fide of the River Saint Lawrence, whereon is built 
a Church and Presbytere or Priefi's Houfe. Twelve arpents of 
ground or thereabouts fituated in the Upper Town of the City of 
Quebec,bounded in front to the northward by Saint John's Street, 
b-ehind partly by the inclofure wall of the Urfuline Garden, and 
partly by the ground of the Urfuline Nuns without their inclo
fure, on the one fide by the Road leading from Saint John's Gate 
along the Ramparts or Fortification and by the Parade, and on 
the other partly by Staniflaus Street, & the Houfes & Walls of the 
Jefuits' Garden oppo:fite the vacant ground in front of Dauphin 
:Barracks to the corner of the inclofure of the Urfulines :.:' onvent 
aforefaid, excepting therefrom the ground whereon i5 erected the 
Dauphin Barracks and the unoccupied fpace in front thereof.
Also a piece or parcel of ground :fituated in the Upper Town of 
Quebec, confiH:ing of feverity-three fquare perches or thereabout 
bounded in front by the Street called Garden Street, in rear by 
the Wall of the inclofure of the Urfulines Nun's Convent, on one 
fide by the fquare in front by the U rfulines Church on a line run
ning feventeen feet, and on the other fide partly by Saint Anne 
Street on a line running thirty1feven feet, and partly by the rear 
of Lots belonging to the Widow Seguin, Pierre Vincent and 
Charles Pinguet -Alfo a lot or piece of Land fituate in rhe fu
burbs of Quebec, outfide Palace Gate, confifting of fifty-eight 
iquare perches or thereabouts bounded in front by Saint Nicho
hs Street, as far as the House of Delignets at one fide of the faid 
Street, running in another direCtion as far as the House of Ma.,. 
dame Larche, in the rear by the Street running along the front of 
the Storekeeper General's Stores, and at the other fide by the 
fquare in the middle of which the Batteau Guard Houfe ftands. 
Alfo three conceffion<> or lots of ground in the Upper Town of 
Quebec, by the Church Wardens of the Pariili of Quebec to the 
Reverend Fathers of the Company of Jefus, coniifting of the 
lots of M'Nider, Widow Valain, Turgeon, Berthelot D'Artigny, 
and Widow Renvoze. ANn WE do hereby enjoin and command 
You, that all and whatfoever You /hall do by virtue of this com
miffion, You do certify under your Hand and Seal, into our Court 
of King's Bench, of and for our Difrrict of Quebec, in our said 
Province of Lower Canada on the fixteenth day of April now 
next enfuing, together with this Writ, there to remain of Record 
for ever. · 

In FAITH and TEsTIMONY whereof, We have caufed these Our 
Letters to be made Patent, and the Great Seal of Our faid Pro
vince of Lower-Canda, to be hereunto affixed. Witnefs our 
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Trufty and well beloved Robert Shore l¥1ilnes, Efquirf', otrr 
Lieutenant-Governor of and for our faid Province of Lower-Ca
nada, at Our Cai1:le of Saint Lewis, in Our City of Quebec, in 
Our {aid Province, the eighth day of March in the year of Our 
Lord Chrift, one thou!and eight hundred, and in the fortieth 
year of our Reign. 

(Signed} R. S. 1\t. 

(Signed) GEORGE POWNAlL, Secy. 

An INVENTORY of Effects seized by the Sheriff of the District of Quehcc, 
to and for the use of His Majesty, belonging to the deceased Re
verend Pierre Cazot, as representing the late Order of Jesuits ia 
the Province of Lower-Canada, in virtue of the King's Writ to 
him directed bearing date the eighth day of March 1800. 

The following delivered by Messire Jqseph Octave Plessis, Coa.djutor of 
Quebec, viz.t. 

1 Ostensoir ou Soleil, 
S Calices, 
2 Ciboires, 
3 Paires de Burettes, 
2 Plats pour ditto, 
6 Chandeliers et Croix, 
2 Chandeliers portatifs, 
1 Benitier, 
I Croix processionnale, 
2 Bras ou Girandoles, 
2 ditto, 
4 Pots a fleurs avec les Fleurs, 
} Encensoir et Navette, 
1 Lampe, 
1 Piscine, 
1 Statue de la Sainte Vierge, 
1 Ditto Saint Ignace, 
1 Ditto Saint Fran~ois Xavier, 

14 Cuillieres pottageres, 
24 Ditto de Table, 
4 Gran des Fourchet tes, 

24 Fourchettes de Table, 
2 Cuillieres a Caffe, 
2 Ecuelles avec leurs Couvertea 
2 Goblets, 

l 

I 
I 
J 

I 
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8 Chandeliers et Cr.oix ,. 
6 Ditto petits, 
6 Pots a fieur, 
4 Statues; 
2 Reliquaires d' Argent, 
6 Chandeliers, 
8 Ditto, dont un casse, 
2 Christs, 

21<1 

4 Petits Chandeliers portatifs,. 

26 Devant-d' Autel, 
16 Chasubles garnies, 

3 Chapes, 
2 DalmatiquesJ 
l Etole et vieilles do. 

1 Drap mortuaire, 
24 Aubes, 
29 Surplis,. 

Ornements .. 

Lingu •. 

15 Nappes d' Autel, 
] 4 Ditto de Communion, 

9 Douzaines Ditto de Purificatoirea, 
17 Corpotaux, 
12 Palles, 

123 Amiots, 
40 Linges a Lavabo, 
15 Cordons, 

8 Essuiemains, 
1 Paquet de Linge sale,. 

• l Ditto ditto; 
l Ditto ditto, 
1 Caneau rouge, 
5 Vieux Tapis, 
6 Petits Tableaux,. 
1 Statue de Cire,. • 

12 Bouquets, 
4 Missels, 
2 Pnpitres, 
1 Livre df: Chant, 
1 Table de Marbre, 
1 Lustre de Cuivre, 

1 
~ argentes. 

I 
J 

J de Cuivre. 

Quelques vieux Fauteuilles, Chaises, &c. 
1 Pendule, 
1 Christ d'lvoire, 
3 Couronnes de Fleurs, 
3 Reliq uaues de bois don!, 
4 Garnit ures de Canon d' Autel. 
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The two follovdng Trunks of Books and Papers are deposited in t1le 
Office of the Secretary of the Province, together with a Box contain. 
ing the Aveu et De11ombrement of the Estates heretofore belonging to 
the late Order of the Jesuits in Lower-Canada, vizt. 

A TRUNK MARK'D "No. 1." 
" Jesuits' Papers" containing as foliows: 

1 Parcl101ent Folio Book of Accounts endorsed "Des Anges." 
1 Parchment cover Folio Dook, endorsed " Montagne a Bonhomme 

ou Be1air. " 
I Ditto 4to. containing Con t rac ts, &c. 
1 Ditto folio ditto, 

I Green Vellum ditto, endorsed on the first leaf J. 1\I. J. Cc L ivre 
a ete commence le treize Jnin 1753.-Fief de St. Gabriel. 

1 Ditto in Sheep, first leaf headed cc Fiefs <le 7 otre Dame tics 
Anges.'-' 

1 Ditto rough Calf, the first leaf beg inning "Si varat annates &c." 
1 Ditto Parchment, the first leaf beg inniug "Missio &c. Anno 

1642 et 164·3. 
1 Ditto Green Vellum, on the first leaf "J. M. J." Ce Livre a etc 

commence le huit Mars 1754, " Fief de Notre Dame des Anges." 
A paper endorsed " 1773 Repertoire de la Jeune Lorette pour le 

" Revel Pere Giroult." 

A Paper Book, endorsed " Repertoire dn Fief de St. Gabriel &c." 
A Paper Book, intituled "Aveu et Denombrement du Fief et Sei

" gneurie du Cap de la 1\tiagdeleine." 
A Ditto, entituled " Ex traits des Registres de~ insinuations du Con. 

seil Superieur de la Nouvelle France," endorsed with a Pencil 
" Declaration de 1743." 

A Book, without cover, marked on the first leaf " A," the first 
line " L' Article premier de quatre lieues d'etendue." 

A Ditto with Parchment cove r, endorsed " Gabriel." 
A Ditto ditto, "Sillery 1719." 

A ROUGH CALF PAPER CAsE CONTAINING, vizt. 

Paper Book, endorsed " No. I, Notre Dame des Anges, 1 Eglise, 
1 Presbytere et un terrein d'environ 4 arpens en superficie." 

A Ditto, headed No. 2, Aucienne et Jeune Lorette, " deux Eglises 
" et deux Presbytercs, 3 arpens en superficie." 

A Ditto, endorsed " 1733 . 385 C . S. Notre Dame des Anges." 
A Ditto, beginning " l'an mil sept cent quatre-vingt-un, le vingt 

"Juillet &c." 
A Ditto, headed" Narration du Voyage fait &c." 
A Ditto, ditto "l'an mil sept cent quatre·vingt-un, le 12 Juillet &c." 
And other Papers. 
Carte reduite des Mers du Nord. E e 
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A Parchment Folio Book, the first leaf beginning " Continuatiotl 

" des R6gistres precedens, dans Iesquels tous les Recteurs de ce 

" College ont ecrit ce qui s'est passe de considerable dan.s ce 

" Pays &c." 
A yellow rough Calf quarto ditto, intituled " Comptes des Mis

" sions depuis 17 58." 

CoMPtES DE LA REsiDENCE. 

A Parchment folio ditto, marked on the Cover, " Repertoire des 

" Fiefs Saint Gabriel et Sillery." 

A green Vellum ditto, headed " Repertoire pour servir a recevoir Ies 

" Cens et Rentes pour le Fief de N otre Dame des Anges," avec 

un Plan detache du Trait.quam! de Charlesbourg. 

A green rough Calf ditto containing Accounts. 

A Parchment ditto, headed "J. M. J. "Ce Livre a ete commence 

" le--Xbre. 175~, Fief de Sillery." 

A Paper Book, headed " Table des Habitans nommes clans le Papier 

Terrier." 
A Parchment ditto, headed " Fief de Belair." 

A mark cover ditto, headed, " Domefiiques de Notre Dame 

des Anges, en Fevrier 1757." 
A Parchment folio ditto, marked, 

" Terrier d u Fief de Be lair." 
A Quarto ditto, containing des Donations, Conceffions, Con

tracts &c. beginning by a Certificate of the lntendant Bou

terone, 3 Bundles Titres, Conceffions, Donations, Actes 

&c. marked A. B. C. 
1-ditto, Titres de N. D. des Anges, 

1-ditto, Contracts de Conceffions a Batiscan, 1798 & 1799. 

1-ditto, Conce.flions par Monfr. Desjardins, dans la Seigneurie 

de St. Gabriel, 
1-ditto, Acres &c. &c. &c. marked D. 

l-ditto, Extrait des Regifires du Confeil Superieur, &c. &c. 

&c. E. 
I.-ditto, Actes, &c. &c. F. 
1-ditto, Conceffions dans la Seigneurie de St. Gabrie1, G. & 

H. 
1-ditto, divers Papiers, I. 
1-ditto, Contrats de Conceilion K. 
1-ditto, Proces V erbaux, et Obligations, et Baux, L. 

TRUNK No 2. 

J efuits' Papers, vizt : 

l-Bundle of Comptes et Quittances, M. & N. 
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1-ditto, Papers relating to St. Gabriel 0. 
1-ditto, ditto, to Sillery, P. 
1-ditto, Proces Verbaux, &c. &c. Q. 
!-Bundle of Papers, relating to Three-Rivers, R. 
1-ditto, to Bariscan, S. 
J-ditto, to Batiscan, S. 
1-ditto, Cap de la Magdeleine, T. 
P-ditto, Belair, V. 
1-ditto, N. D. des Anges, U. 
1-ditto, ditto, W. 
1-ditto, to the City of Quebec, X. 
A Box marked," Aveux et Denombremens des biens autrefois 

aux Jesuites, contenant les dits Aveux et Denombremens," 
comprised in 49 Sheets. --

All the following Articles were left at the J efuits', College. 

BooKs, viz: 

Dictionnaire de Trevaux, folio, 
Ditto, de Pontas, 
Dito, Economique, 

Pontifical Romain, 
Entretien du P. Novel, 4to. 
Meditations du P. Dupont~ 
Martyrologes Romain, 
Abrege de Geographie, 8vo. 
Sermons fur les Myfteres, 
Confeffions de St. Auguftin~ 
Pratiques de Piete, 
Retraite de St. Ignace, 
Annee de Chretien, 
Myfteres du Pere a deux Etoiles, 
Sermons du Pere Cheminees, 
Ditto, fur divers fujets Morales" 
Le Ma1tre Italien, 
Le Caractere de la Veritable et de la fauffe piete, 

7 Vols. 
3 do. 
2 do. 
1 do. 
1 do. 
1 do. 
1 do. 
1 do. 
I do. 
I do. 

13 do. 

Sme. Vol. 

Les CEuvres de St. Fran<;ois de Salle, Offices a l'ufage 
Societe de Jesus, 

Theologie Fran<;oise, 

de la 

Dictionnaire Geographique, 
Sermons de Mr. Mavoles, 
Conferences fur l'ufure et fur la Refiitution, 
Sermon de Pcre Trey de Neuville, 

2 Vols. 
ler. do. 
6 do. 
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Le~0ns de la Sageffe, 
I .. a Veritable maniere dt Precher, 
Sermons du Pere Bretonneau, 
Infi:itutions au Droit Fran~ois, 
Panegyrique des Saints, 
Penfees du Pere Bourdaloue, 
La Sainte Bible, 
Le Chn!tien en Solitude, 
Les progres de la Vie Spirituelle, 
Vie de Pere Regis, 
Traite de la Mort de Dieu, 
Entretiens de Monfieur le Commandeur xxx. 
Lettres Edifiantes, 
Memoires du Levant, 
Entretiens de Ciceron, 
Nouveaux Memoires des Millions de la Compagnie 

de Jefus, 
Hiftoire de France, 
Spectacle de la Nature, 
<Euvres de Monfier Boileau, 
Exercifes de piete, 
Meditations du Pere Dupont, 
Hifloire Sainte, 
Actions Chretiennes, 
Etabliffement de la Foi, 
Theforier et V enomie, 
Paradifus Anna Chriitiana, 

3 Vols'. 
2me. do. 
ler. do. 

2 Vol. 

2 Vols. 
8me. do. 
2me. do. 

9 do. 
12 do. 

2 do. 
3me. do. 

2 Vol. 
4me. do. 
2me. do. 

2 Vol. 

3 Vol. 

Le veritable Art du Blafon, 
Nouvelle Chirurgie Medicinale, 
Les Entretiens Phyfiques, 
Les Sermons du Pere Teraffons, 4me. do. 
Epiftol~ prrepofitorum Generalium atl Patres et Fratres So-

cietatis J efu. 
Pratiques de pithe. 
Les Souffrances de Jesus Chrifr, 
Introductions de la Vie devote, 
Officia ad usum p. p. Societatis J esu, Supplement, 
Le Journal des Saints, 
Conduite Chretienne, 
La Conduite de Saint Ignace, 
1 esus M aria, 
Extrait du Rituel Romain, 
Le Nouveau Testament, 
Breviarium Romanum, 

3 Vols. 

2 Vols. 
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Traite de la Nouvelle Orthographie, 
Ordo adminifi.randi Sacramenta, 
Livres de Prieres, 
Methode poor converser avec Dieu, 
2 Breviarium, 
La Devotion a Jesus Chrifr, 
Regie de la Compagnie de 1 esu~, 
Pratiques des Ceremonies de la Sainte Meffe, 
Pratique facile pour elever l' Ame, 
A vis don ne aux Confe!feurs, 
A Trunk of Private Papers. 

DANS LA CHAMBRE ET 

Un---
Deux Bergeres, 
H uit Chaises, 
U n Poele de 1;-er avec huit feuilles 

de Tuyeaux, 
U ne Table avec un Tapis bleu, 
U n Prie-Dieu, 
U n Tabouret, 

10 Cadres, 
3 Pieces Matelas et lit garni, 
2 Tables, 
3 V ieilles Chaises, 
2 Valises, 
I Redingote noire, 
2 Soutanes, 

CABINET DU R. P. CAZOT. 

5 Plans in Rollers, 
2 Ditto without ditto. 
.5 Paires Souhers, 
5 Paires 
1 Bonnet quarre, 

28 Bouteilles vuides, 
1 Cane, 
I File, 
1 Piece Toile ciree, 

12 Ps. vieilles Culottes, 
2 Gilets, 
1 Ceinture, 
1 Vieux Chapeau, 
1 Longuevue, 

Au REFECTOJRE. 

1 Poele avec 17 Feuilles, 
1 Pendule, 
1 Table pliante, 
6 Chaises, 
2 Petits Tabourets, 
1 Commode, 
2 Jarres, 
1 Quart a l'Eau, 
3 Cruches de Grais, 
.} Pilon de --
8 Douzaines et 3 Assiettes de 

Grais, 
5 Bolles de Grais, 
3 Soupieres d'Etain, 
I ditto Grais, 
24 Plats ditto, 
4 ditto d'Etain, 
.3 Ecuelles, ditto, 

1 Bombe de cuivre, 
5 Sellieres de Crista!, 
6 V er res a pat tes, 

12 ditto a vin, 
5 Pots de Grais, 
7 Flacons, 
7 Caraffes, 
1 Beurier, 
1 Theiere, 

1 0 Tasses a Cafe, 
1 Plat a barbe, 
2 Sucriers, 
1 Douzaine Couteaux, et 
I Douzaine Fourchettes a 

manches noires, 
9 Couteaux Commons, 
S~ Douzatnes Vin blanc, 
2 Sauciers de Grais • 



I Table, 
1 Buffet, 
1 Fontaine de cuivre, 
1 Tournebroche, 
3 Poelles a frire, 
1 Lechefritte, 
9 Casseroles, 
3 Marmittes, 
2 Chaudieres de cuivre, 
2 Passoires, 
1 Grille, 

A LA 

1 Ecumoire et Culliere a pot, 
3 Cafetieres, 
2 Chandeliers de cuivre, 
1 Frillon de fer blanc, 
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CursrNE. 
2 Sappes, 
2 Grandes Fourchettes, 
1 Quart a l'Eau, 
2 Paires de Pincettes, 
1 ·Paire Chene:s, 
2 Pelles, 
4 Trepieds, 
l Bejeau a lacher, 
1 Soufiet, 
3 Entonnoirds, 
1 Moulin a poivre, 
1 Tableau, 
1 Chaud1ere de fer blanc, 
1 Fanal. 

Au CABINET. 
] Table, 
1 Quart Vin blanc a motie vuide, 
1 Canne, 
1 Escabeau, 

6 Targettes de fer, 
7 Petites Boettest 
1 Redingote, 
~ Soutandes. 

DECHARG.I!}. 

1 Armoire, 
3 Tables, 
3 Chaises Bourn!es 

12 ditto vieilles, 
8 vieux Tapis, 
2 Cruches, 
20 Quarts vuides, 
6 Tinettes ditto, 
2 ditto de Beurre, 
1 vieille Bergere, 
3 grandes Casseroles de cuivre, 
1 Baril de Plomb, 
1 paire Balances de cuivre, 
1 vieux Baudet, 
1 vieille Fontaine de cuivre, 
3 Chaudieres ditto, 
1 Chaudron, 
2 Marmites, 
1 Palan, 
4 vieux Seaux, 
1 Hache, 
Des vieilles Serrures, 

3 Flacons. 
1 Seringue, 
1 Bassin. 
l ditto cuivre, 
2 bolles Blanches, 
1 sac de ris, 
1 Tourtiere de cuivre, 
1 Poissonniere, 
2 Saloirs avec un p-de lard, 
2 vieilles Cartes Geographique.s, 
1 Sellier, 
2 vieilles Aiguines, 

22 Bouteilles Vin blanc, 
1 Chaise commodite, 
2 Sappes, 
5 Fers a fasquer, 
1 paire Bottes de peau de znou

ton, 
1 petite Fontaine de fer blanc, 
1 Boite avec un peu de Chan· 

delle11. 
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CHAMBRE occuPE'E PAR LEs DoMESTIQUES. 

2 Lits garnis, 3 vieilles Chaises, 
2 Poeles avec 4 vieilles feuilles 1 Balais de crin, 

de taule, 1 vieux Souflet. 
9 Images, 

42 Chemises, 
27 Draps, 
32 Essuie-rnains, 
61 Nappes, 

6 Tetes d'Oreiller, 

LING E. 

8 Mouchoirs, 
2 Bonnets de Coton, 

39 Ditto de Toile, 
25 Paires Chaussone de Toile, 
52 Torchons, 

CHAMBRE DE FRAN~OIS DoRVAL. 

1 Poele avec son t~yau, 
1 Armoire, 
I Table, 
l Lit garnids, 

1 Cheva1 et une Vache, 
1 Caleche, 
1 Cariole, 

2 Cloches, 
1 Hate, 
1 vieille faux, 
1 ditto Seri, 
2 vieux Seaux de fer blanc, 
I Garde-feu1 

8 Seau de cuir, 
2 Escabeaox, 
1 -vieille Bergere, 
1 Garniture de Cariole, 
1 Paire Raquettes1 

EcURIE. 

5 vieilles Chaises, 
1 Rideau vert, 
1 Chandelier de cuivre, 
1 Prie-Dieu. 

1 Charette, 
1 Harnois complet, 

300 Bottes de Foin aux environs. 

ALLEE. 

1 Petit Chariot, 
7 Quarti vuides, 
I Baudet, 
1 vieux tuyau, 
1 Barrique a l'eau, 
1 Poellon de Cuiv1e, 
2 vieilles Haches, 
4 Tables sans pieds, 
1 Petite Charrette, 
1 Beche de fer. 

GLACIEREo 

2 Jan·es, 
8 Minots d' Avoine, 
Ferrailles, 
1 Fleau, 
2 C;·uches, 
Des Poids a pes~~, 
2 Paniers, 

4 Quarts vuides, 
1 Berline, 
2 Cuves, 
I Chaudron, 
l Plat de Sain-doux, 
~ Sappes. 



CHAMBRE DE MoNs. DESJARDINS. 

1 Lit complet avec des Rideaux 
d'l ndiennc, 

1 Bibliotheque, 
1 Table, 
I Armoire, 
l Chandelier de Cuivre, 
1 Miroir, 

CHAMBRE DU 

l Poele avec 13 feuilles de taule, 
1 Petite Table, 
8 Chaises communes, 
4 ditto en bois, 
5 ditto bourrees, 
1 Armoire double, 
.1 Lit garnid, 

3 Chaises tournees_,. 
I Bergere, 
l Fa utenil, 
1 Prie-Dieu, 
5 Pains de Sucre d'erable_,. 
l Chaise commodite. 

SACRISTAIN. 

2 Armoires, 
1 Bergere, 
3 vieux Rideaux d'Indienne, 
1 Seau de cuivre, 
Quelques vieux Rideaux vert:;, 
4 Couches • 

ARGENT MoNNOYE'. 

This money is ( 
,- considered as I Chez Messrs: Lester and ~orrogb, .£65 12 9 

l l I Entre les mams de Mr. Pennault, 50 0 0 
t le pertson~ th ~ Argent prete a diverses personnes dans} 

I
propRer ydo P e 1 1eur besoin, 16 2 0 
ate ev • . . E C . 25 11 t C . ! n atsse, 82 
azot. l -----

Quebec, 28th March 1800. 

(Signed) 

(INDORSED.) 

£157 6 5g 

JA. SHEPPARD, 
Sheriff. 

Inventory of Moveables belonging to the late Order of Je
fuits in Lower-Canada, Seized by the Sheriff for the Diftrict of 
Quebec. 

Filed of Record in the Court of King's Bench at Quebec the 
16th April 1800. 

(Signed) ]s. P. 

By virtue of the within writ, I have entered upon and taken 
into the real and actual poifeffion of Our Sovereign Lord the 
King, all and every the Lands, Eftates and Property, moveable 
& immoveable of every defcription and nature whatfoever, fituate, 
lying and being,ia the Diftrict of Quebec, in the Province of Lower 
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Canada, which heretofore did belong to the late Order of Jefuits, 
or whereof or wherein the faid late Order of Jefuits, was seized 
or poffdfed, or had or claimed any manner of Efrate, right, titl(', 
intereft or demand, and which have been occupied by the late 
furviving 1\-lembers of the faid late Order of Jefuits within nam
ed, or any or either of them, or by Jean J ofeph Cazot, within 
nameJ, and more particularly all and e\'Cry the Fiefs, Seignio
ries, Lands and immoveable Efrates and property within particu
larly defcribed, and the movrable property in the Schedule here
unto annexed, contained-All which, I do hereby certify into 
His Majefty's Court of King's Bench, of and for the faid Difhict 
of Quebec, as by the within writ I am commanded. 

GrvEN under my hand and ieal at the City of Quebec, in tht: 
faid Province of Lower-Canada, the fixteenth day of l 
in the year of our Lord Chrift, one thoufand eight hundred, 
and .in the fortieth year of His Majes n. 

(Signed) J. SHEPHERD, Sheriff. 

PRoviNCE oF LowER-CANADA, ( 
Diftrict of Quebec. 5 

WE Jofeph Fran~ois Perrault, and John Rofs, Efquires, 
Joint Prothonotaries of His Majefty's Court of King's Bene 1 for 
the D.iftrict of Oucbec, and Keepers of the Records thereof, do 
hereby certify, that the thirty eight preceding pages contain true 
Copies of certain Letters Patent, together with a certain Inven
tory thereto annexed, and :llfo of the Return of the SherifF of 
the Diflrict of Quebec, with his doings thereon alfo thereunto 
annexed, the whole remaining depofited in the Archives of the 
Court of King's Bench for the faid diftrict. 

PERRAULT & ROSS, 
Quebec, 25th February 1824. . P. B. k. 

F f 
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PROVINCE 0 F } 
LO\VER-CANADA. 

(Signed) D ALHOUSIE, GovERNoR, 
Instrument for Cancelling GEORGE THE FOURTH by the Grace all the Commissions here- f G f U · d TT' d f G tofore issued for the Ap- 0 OD 0 the mte .L)o..tng om 0 reat pointment of Commission. Britain and Ireland, King, Defender of ~rs for the Management h F . l of the Estates formerly be- t e alt 1.. longing to the Jrsuits in To all to whom thefe Prefents fhall Come, th1s Province, & Appoint- · · r. C G · • ing nrw Commissioners or may 1n any Wile oncern, reetmg. thereto. WHEREAs by Letters Patenl under the TI.ecord~~~~1 e Recris- Great Seal of our Province of Lower-Canaters Office oftha Hec;rds da, b€'aring date at our Castle of Saint-Lewis at Quebec the 12th day of. c· f Q b . r. 'd p ,· November 1822, in the m our 1ty o ue ec, In our 1a1 rovmce, seventh Register of Let- the fixteenth day of July, in the year of our ters PaLent and Commis- L d h r. d · h h d d d · sion~.-Fo!io zso. or one t OUian e1g t un re , an m (Signed,) the fortieth year of the reign of His late Ls. l\loNTIZAMR£RT, M · n F · B b Tl D Actg. Prov. s~cy. aJelly, ran~01s a y, 1omas unn, Jenkin Williams, John Ha~e, and Berthelot 1 artigny, Esqui!·es, were made, Conftitured and Appointed during the Royal Will and pleafure, Commiffioners, as well for Enquiring into all the Immoveable Efl:ates and Property, fituate in the Province of Lower-Canada, which did heretofore belong to the late Order of Jefuits, as for the ManagC'ment, Adminiftration, ImprO\'ement and Amelioration o£ the faid Immoveable Eftates and Property, and His faid Majefl:y in and by the faic.l Letters Patent did give and grant unto the faid Commiffioners, divers Powers and Authorities which in the faid Lrtterc; Patent are particuiarly fet forth and contained, to have and to hold the faid Appointment and Office unto them the faid Commiffioners feverally and respectively for and during the Royal Pleafure. And vVhereas also by other Letters Patent under the Great Seal of our faid Province bearing date at the faid Caflle of Saint Lewis, the twelfth day of December, in the year of our Lord. one thouf.:'lnd eight hundred, and in the forty-firfi: year of His late Majefl:y's Reign, the Royal Will and Pleafure was determined with respect to the Appointment of the faid John Hale, and the afore fa id Letters Patent were revoked and annullE:d, in fo far as the same related to the faid John Hale, and His faid Majefiy did make, confi:itute and Appoint Nathaniel Taylor of the City of Quebec, E squire, to be during the Royal Pleafure Commiffioner, in the ftead of _the faid John Hale. And Whereas alfo the faid 
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Nathaniel Taylor (ha\·ing departed this life) by other Letters Patent under the Great Seal of our fJid Pro\ ince, bearing date at the aforefaid Caftle of St. Lewis, the 15th day of ,) pnl in the year of our Lord one thoufand eight hnndr~d and ie\'en, and in the forty feventh year of the Reign of His late Majefty, Herman Witzius RylanJ, of the faid Cny of Quebec, Efquire, was made, conftituted and appointed to be during the Royal pleafure, Commifiloner, in the Head of the faid Nathaniel Taylor, Efquire, dcceafed: And whereas alfo by other Letters Patent under the Great SE.al of the aforef:1id Cafile of 3aint Lewis, the twenty fixth day of June in the year of our L01 d one thoufand eight hundred and fifteen, and in the fifty fifth year of the Reign of His late Majefiy, the Honorable Pierre Amab1e De Donne, John Mure, William Bachelor Coltman, and John Stewart, of the faid City of Quebec, Efquire~, were made, confiituted and appointed, to be during the Royal Pleafure, Commiffioners jointly with the fc.tid Franc;ois Baby, Thomas Dunn, Jenkin Williams and Herman Witzius Rvland, Commiffioners, as aforefc.lid, wich the fame powers and" authorities as in anJ by the aforefaid firft mentioned Letters Patent, were granted to the faid Commitlioncr-s, thuein named; and whereas alfo the faid Fierre Amab1e De Bonne, having afterwards departt>d thi ·life, by other Letters P.1tent under the Great Seal of our fc1id Province, bearing d.1te at the aforefaid Cail:le of Saint Lewis, the twentieth day of November in the year of our Lord om. thouf:md ~ight hundred and Dxteen, and in the fifty feventh yet-lr of His late Majefiy's Reign, the Honorable William Smith, of the faid City of Quebec, was made conftituted and appointed to be during the Royal will and oleafurc Comrniffioner, in the ftead of the f: id Pierre Amab!e De' I3onnc, and whereas alfo by other Letters Patent under the Great Seal of our fa id P1 ovince, bearing date at the afore~ faid C:dlle of Saint Lewis, the twenty th;rd day of October in the year of our Lord one thouf<w.:J eig'1t hundred and eighteen, and in the fifty eighth year of His late l\'1.tjef1y's Reign, the aforefclid Letters Patent of the twenty fixth day of htne in the year of our Lord one thouf,md eight hnndrt>d and fifteen, fourthly above mentioned, were revoked and annulled in 10 hr as the fame related or had reference to the {aid John !\Jure, and then'in and thereby John Ready, of the ft11d City of Quebec, Efquire, was made, conftitutcd and appointed, during the Royal pleafure, Commi1lloner in the room, place and ftead of the f.1id John 1\Iure, and whereas laftly the faid Jenkin Williarns, one of our faid Commiffioners, having alfo departed this life, by other Letters Patent, under the Great Seal of our faid Province, bearing date at our 
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Caftle of Laint Lewis in our faid Province the first day of June 

in the year of our Lord one thoufand eight hundred and twenry, 

and in the fidl: year of our Reign; we did nominate, conO:itute 

and appoint Lewis Foy, Efquire, of the faid City of Quebec, one 

of our fc-ud Commiffioners during our Royal pleafure, in the room, 

place and ftead of the faid Jenkin Williams, deceafed, as therein 

and thereby it is fully and at large fet forth, and with the feveral 

powers and authorities therein mentioned, now therefore know 

ye that for divers good caufes and confiderations us thereunto mo

ving, we have thought fit to determine, and hereby do determine 

our Royal pleasure with refpect to the third, fourth, fifth, fixth, 

and feventh above defcribed Letters Pater t, and the fame to re

voke and annul, the f<1id feveral Letters Patent bearing date the 

fifteenth day of April in the year of our Lord one thoufcmd eight 

hundred and feven ; The twenty fixth day of June in the year 

of Lord one thoufand eight hundred and fifteen ; the twentieth 

day of November, in the year of our Lord one thoufand eight 

hundred and fixteen ; the twenty third day of October, in the 

year of our Lord one thoufand eight hundred and eighteen ; and 

the first day of June, in the year of our Lord one thoufand eight 

hundred and twenty; and do hereby declare every claufe, mat· 

ter and thing therein contained, re{pectively, to be null and void, 

and the Royal pleafur~ •therein refpective1y expreffed, we have 

determined and do hereby determine. And know ye further that 

we confiding, in the integrity, loyalty & ability of His Excellency 

Sir Francis Nathaniel Burton, Knight ofthe Royal Guelphic Order, 

the Honorable Herman Witzius Ryland, the Honorable William 

Bachelor Coltman, John Stewart, Efquire, the Honorable Wil

liam Smith, and Lewis Foy, Efquires, all of the faid City of 

Quebec in our fc1id Province, have made, conf1:ituted and ap

pointed and by thefe Prefents do Make, Conftitute and Appoint 

them the faid Sir Francis Nathaniel Burton, Herman Witzius 

Ryland, William Bachelor Coltman, John Stewart, William 

Smith and Lewis Foy, to be during our Royal Pleafure our Com

rniffioners, as well for enquiring into all the Immoveable Eftates 

and Property fituate, lying, and being in our faid Province of 

Lower-Canada, which heretofore did belong to the late Order of 

Jefuits, as for the Management and Adminiftration, Improve

ment and Amelioration of the faid Immoveable Efrates and Pro· 

perty, hereby Appointing them the faid Sir Francis Nathaniel 

Burton, Herman Witzius Ryland, William Bachelor Coltman, 

John Stewart, William Smith and Lewis Foy, for that purpofe, 

and f~l!y and effectually giving and granting to them the faid Sir 

Franc1s Nathaniel Burton, Herman Witzius Ryland, Williari) 
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B:1chelor Coltman, John Stewart, William Smith and Lewis Foy, 

all, each and every, the powers and authorities granted in and 

by the faid firft in part recited Letters Patent, bearing date the 

faid fixteenth day of July, which was in the year of our Lord one 

thoufand eight hundred, to the Commiffioners therein named, as 

fully and amply to all intents and purpofes as if the fame were 

herein and hereby particularly expreifed, to have and to hold the 

faid Appointment and Oilice unto them the faid Sir Francis Na

thaniel Burton, Herman Witzius Ryland, William Bachelor 

Coltman, John Stewart, William Smith and Lewis Foy, for and 

during our Royal Pleafure. In Witness whereof we have canfed 

thefe our Letters to be made Patent, and the Great Seal of our 

faid Province of Lower-Canada, to be hereunto affixed. Wit

ness Our Trufty & Well Beloved GEoRGE, EARL oF DALHOUSIE, 

Knight Grand Cross of the Moft Honorable Military Order of 

the Bath, Our Captain General and Governor in Chief in and 

over our faid Province of Lower-Canada, Vice Admiral of the 

fame, &c. &c. &c. At our Caftle of Saint Lewis in our City 

of Quebec, in our faid Province, the eight day of November in 

the year of our Lord one thoufand eighth hundred and twenty

two, and in the third Year of our Reign. 

(Signed) D. G. 

(Signed) Ls. MoNTIZAMBERT, 
Actg. Prov. Secy. 

I do hereby Certify the foregoing to be a true Copy of an 

Entry as on Record in the Regiftrar's Office at Quebec, in Regis

ter of Commiffions and Letters Patent No. 7, folio 250. 

(Signed) Ls. MONTIZAMBERT, 

Provincial Secretary's Office, 

Quebec, 24th February 1824. 

Actg. Prov. Secy. and Reg. 












