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’ THEN the Public are in-
formed that I have long had

the Honour of your Acquaintance
——that my Defign in publifhing
the following Work has received
your Sanétion——that the Compo-
fition of it has ftood the Teft of
your Judgment—and that it is by
your Permiffion a Name fo deferv-
edly eminent in the Literary World
AX S Is
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DEDICATION.

is prefixed to it, I need not be ap-
prehenfive of its Succefs; as your
Patronage will unqueftionably give

them Aflfurance of its Merit.

For this public Teftimony of your
Favour, in which I pride myfelf,
accept, Sir, my moft grateful Ac-
knowledgments ; and believe me to
be, with great Refped,

Your obedient

humble Servant,

J. CARVER.
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THE SECOND EDITION.

T HE favourable reception this Work
bas met with, claims the Author’s moft
grateful acknowledgments. A large edition
baving run off in a_few months, and the fale
appearing to be jiill unabated, a new im-
preffion is become neceflary. On this occa-
JSion was be to conceal bhis feelings, and
pafs over, in filence, a diftinction fo bene-
Jicial and flaitering, be would jufily incur
the imputation of ingraiitude. That be
might not do this, be iakes the opportunity,
which now prefents itfelf, of conveying o
the Public (though in terms inadequate fo -
the warm emotions of bis beart) ihe fenfe
be
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ADDRESSE.
he entertains of their favour ; and thus tranf~
mils to them bis thanks.

In this new edition, care has been taken
10 reétify thofe errors which have unavoid-
ably proceeded from the burry of the prefs,
and likewife any incorreéinefs in the lan-
guage that bas found its way into it.

The credibility of fome of the incidents
related in the following pages, and fome
of the flories introduced therein, having
been queflioned, pdrticularly the prognofii-
cation of the Indian prieft on the banks of
Lake Superior, and the flory of the Indian
and his ratile [nake, the author thinks it
neceffary to avail himfelf of the fame oppor=
tunity, to endeavour to eradicate any im-
preffions that might have been made on the
minds of bis readers, by the apparent im-
probability of thefe relations.

As to the former, be has related it juft
as it happened.  Being an eye-witnefs to
the whole tranfaction (and, he flarters bim-
Selfs at the time, free from every trace of
Jeeptical obftinacy or enthufafiic credulity) -
be was confequently able to deferibe every

: circumflance
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ciroumflance minutely and impartially. Fhjs
be bas done ; but withous endeavouring 19
account for the means by which it was ac-
complifhed. - Whether the predifiion was
the refult of prior obfervations, Jrom which
certain confequences were expecied to Sollow
by the fagacious prieft, and the completion
of it merely accidental 5 or awhether he was
really endowed awith Jupernatural powers,
the narrator left to the Judgment of his
readers ; awhofz conclufions, he Juppofes, va-
ried according as the mentql Jaculties of
each were difpofed to admit or reject facts
that cannot ke accounted Jor by natural
caufes. ;

The flory of the ratile fnake was related

10 bim by a French gentleman of undoubted
veracity ; and awere the readers of this
work as thoroughly acquainted with the Ja-
gacity and infiintive proceedings of that
animal, as he is, they would be as wwell af-
Jured of the truth of it. It is well known,
that thofe fuakes which have Jurvived
through the fummer the accidents reptiles
are liable 1o, periodically retire to the
woods, at the approach of winter ; awhere
each (as curioys obfervers have remarked /)
' — takes
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takes poffeffion of the cavity it had occupied
the preceding year. As foon as the feafon
is propitious, enlivened by the invigorating
rays of the fun, they leave thefe retreats,
and make their way to the Jame [pot, though
ever fo difiant, on which they before had
Sfound fubfiftence, and the means of propagat-
ing their [pecies. Does 1t then require any ex=
iraordinary exertions of the mind to believe,
that ome of thefe regular creatures, after
having been kindly treated by its mafter,
Should return to the box, in which it had
ufually been fupplied with food, and had
met with a comjortable abode, and that nearly
about the time the Indian, from former ex-
periments, was able to guefs at 2 It cer-
tainly does not 5 nor will the liberal and in-
genuous doubt the truth of a flory Jo well
authenticated, becaufe the circumflances ap-
pear extraordinary in a Country awbhere the

Jubject of it is Jearcely known.

Thefe explanations the author hopes will
Juffice to convince bis readers, that he bhas
uot, as travellers are fometimes fuppoﬁed to
do, amufed them with improbable tales, or
wifbed 1o acquire importance by making bis
adventures favour of the marvellous. -

3 CON-
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INTRODUCTION.

O foonet was the late War with
France concluded, and Peace efta-
blifhed by the T'reaty of Verfailles in the
Year 1763, than I began to confider
(having rendered my country fome fer-
vices during the war) how I might con-
tinue {till ferviceable, and contribute, as
much as lay in my power, to make that
vaft acquifition of territory, gained by
Great Britain, in North America advan-
tageous to it. It appeared to me indif-
penfably needful, that Government fhould
be acquainted in the firft place with the
true ftate of the dominions they were
now become poffeffed of. T this pur=
pofe, I determined, as the next proof of
my zeal, to explore the moft unknown
A parts
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parts of them, and to fpare no trouble or
expence in acquiring a knowledge that
promifed to be fo wfeful to my country-
men. I knew that many obftructions
would arife to my fcheme from the want
of good Maps and Charts; for the French,
whilft they retained their power in North
America, had taken every artful method
to keep all other nations, particularly the
Englifh, in ignorance of the concerns of
the interior parts of it: and to accomplith
this defign with the greater certainty, they
had publithed inaccurate maps and falfe
accounts; - calling the different nations of
the Indians by nicknames they had given
them, and net by thofe really appertain-
ing to them. Whether the intention of
the French in doing this, was to prevent
thefe nations from being difcovered and
traded with, or to conceal their difcourfe,
when they talked to each other of the
Indian concerns, in their prefence, I will
not determine; but whatfoever was the

caufe
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caufée from which it arofe, it tended to

¢ miflead.

As a proof that the Englith had been
greatly deceived by thefe accounts, and
that their knowledge relative to Canada
had ufually been very confined, before the
conqueft of Crown-Poifit in 1759, it had
been efteemed an impregnable fortrefs:
but no fooner was it taken, than we were
convinced that it had acquired its greateft
fecurity from falfe reports, given out by
its pofleflors, and might have been batter-
ed down with a few four pounders. Even
its fituation, which was reprefented to be
fo very advantageous, was found to owe
its advantages to the {fame fource. It can-
not be denied but that fome maps of thefe
countries have been publithed by the
French with an appearance of accuracy ;
but thefe are of fo fmall a fize and
drawn on fo minute a fcale, that they
are nearly inexplicable, The fources of
the Mifliffippi, I can affert from my

A2 own
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own experience, are greatly mifplaced ; for
{vhén I had explored them, and compared
their fituation with the French Charts, I
found them very erroneoufly. reprefented,
and am fatisfied that thefe were only copied
from the rude fketches of the Indians.
_ Even fo'lately as their evacuation of
Canada they continued their {chemes to
deceive; leaving no traces by which any
knowledge might accrue to - their con-
querors: for though they were well ac-
quainted with all the Lakes, particularly
with Lake Superior, having conftantly a
veflel of confiderable 'b'urthen thereon, yet
their plans of them are very incorre&. 1
difcovered many errors in the defcriptions
given therein of its Iflands and Bays,
during a progrefs of eleven hundred miléé
that T coafted it in canoes. They like-
wife, on giving up the pofleffion of, them,

‘took care to leave the places they had oc-

cupied in the fime uncultivated ftate they
had found them: at t_he fame time de-

ftroying
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froying all"fhéir' naval fofce. | 1 obferved
myfelf part of the hulk of ‘2 very large'
veflél, burnt to the water’s edge, Juﬁ at
the opemng from the Straits of Bt Ma‘-
fie’s into the' Laké o bl b, .

~ Thefe dxfﬁcultles, however, Were not
fufficient to deter'me from the undertalsf
ing, and T'miade preparations for-fetting
out. - What' T ‘chiefly had in view; after
gaining a knowledge of the'Manners, Caf=
toms, Laxlgudges; Soil, and nét_uré'l Pro-
du@ions of the different nations that in--
habit the back of the Miffiffippi, ‘was to
afcertain ‘the Breadth of that vaft conti--
nent, which extends from the Atlantic to
the Pacnﬁc Ocean, in its broadeft part be-
tween 4 3 and 46 Degrees Northern La-
titude.” Had I been able to accomphﬂx'
this, 1 inténided to have propofed to Go-
vernment to eftablith ‘a Poft in fome of
thofe parts about the Straits of Anman,’
which havmg been firft difcovered by Sir
F rancis Drake, of courfe belong to the
ik o 3 Englifh.
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Englith. This I am convinced would
greatly facilitate the difcovery of a North-
weft Paflage, or a communication between
Hudfon’s Bay and the Pacific Ocean. An
event {o defirable, and which has been fo
often fought for, but without fuccefs. Be-
fides this important end, a fettlement on
that extremity of America would anfwer
many good purpofes, and repay every ex-
pence the eftablifhment of it might occa-
fion. For it would not only difclofe new
fources of trade, and promote many ufe-
fulydifcoveries,' but would open a paffage
for conveying intelligence to China, and
the Englith fcttlements in the Eaft Indies,
with greater expedition than a tedious
voyage by the Cape of Good Hope, or
the Straits of Magellan will allow of.

How far the advantages arifing from
fuch an enterprize may extend can only be
afcertained by the favourable concurrence
of future events, But that the completion
of the {cheme, I have had the honour of

ﬁd}
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firft planning and attempting, will fome
time or other be effe@ded, 1 make no
doubt. From the unhappy divifions that
at prefent fubfift between Great Britain
and America, it will probably be fome
years before the attempt is repeated; but
whenever it is, and the execution of it
carried on with propriety, thofe who are
{o fortunate as to fucceed, will reap, ex-
clufive of the national advantages that
muft enfue, Emoluments beyond their
moft fanguine expe@tations. And whilft
their {pirits are ‘clated by their fuccefs,
perhaps they may beftow {fome commen-
dations and bleflings on the perfon that
firft pointed out to them the way. Thefe,
though but a thadowy recompence for all

my toil, 1 fhall receive with pleafure.
"To what power or authority this new
world will become dependent, after it has
arifen from its prefent uncultivated ftate,
tigpe alone can difcover. But as the feat
of Empire from time immemorial has been
A 4 gra-
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gradually progreffive: towards 'the’ Weft,
there is no doubt but that at fome future

“period, mighty kingdoms will emerge

from thefe wildernefles, and {tately. pala~
ces and-folemn temples, with gilded fpires
reaching thefkies, fupplant the Indian huts,
whofe only decorations are the barbarous
trophies of their vanquithed enemies.

As fome of the preceding paffages have
already informed the Reader that the plan

1 had laid ‘down for penetrating to the

Pacific Ocean, proved abortive, it is ne-
ceflary to add, that this proceeded not
from its impracticability (for the farther

I went the more convinced I’ was that it

could certainly be accomplifhed) but from
unforefeen difappointments. However,
I proceeded {o far, that! T was able: to
make fuch difcoveries as will be ufeful in
any future attempt, and prove a ' good
foundation for fome more fortunate St~
ceflor to build upon.  Thefe I fhall new
lay " 'before the Public. i the fﬁl}gwjng

pages;
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pages; and am fatisfied * that the greateft
part of them have never been publithed
by any perfon that has hitherto treated of
the interior Nations of ' the Indians;par+ -
ticularly, the account I'give of the Nau-
doweflies, and the fitaation of the Heads
of the four great rivers that take their rife
within a few leagues of each-other, near-
ly about the center of this: great:conti=
nent; viz, The River Bourboens-which
empties itfelf into Hudfon’s Bay ;. the
Waters of Saint Lawrence; the Miflif~
fippi, and the River Oregon, or the River
of the Weft, that falls' into the Pamﬁc
Ocean at the Straits of Annian.

The impediments' that occafioned my'
returning; - before I had' accomplifhed my
purpofes; were thefe. -On my arrival-at
Michillimackinac, 'the remoteft Englifk
poft, in September 1466, I applied: to
Mr. Rogers, who was then governorof
it, to furnith me with a proper affortiment’
of goods, as prefents for-the Indians who'

in-
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inhabit the track 1 intended to purfue.
He did this only in part; but promifed to
fupply me with fuch as were neceflary,
when I reached the Falls of Saint Ap.
thony. I afterwards learned that the
governor fulfilled his promife in ordering
the goods to be delivered to me; but
thofe to whofe care he intrufted them, in-
ftead of conforming to his orders, difpofed
of them elfewhere.

Difappointed in my expetations from
this quarter, I thought it neceflary to re-
turn to La Prairié Le Chien; for it was
impoflible to proceed any farther without
prefents to enfure me a favorable recep-
tion. This I did in the beginning of the
year 1767, and finding my progrefs to
the Weftward thus retarded, I determined
to dire&t my courfe Northward. I took
this ftep with a view of finding a commu=
nication from the Heads of the Miffiffippi
into Lake Superior, in order to meet, at
the grand Portage op the North-weft fide
of
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of that lake, the traders that ufually come,
about this feafon, from Michillimackinac.
Of thefe I intended to purchafe’ goods,
and then to purfue my journey from that
quarter by way of the lakes de Pluye,
Dubois, and' Qunipique to the Heads of
the river of the Weft, which, as I have
faid before, falls into the Straits of Annian, -
the termination of my intended- progrefs.
I accomplithed ‘the former part of my
defign, and reached Lake Superior in
proper time; but unluckily the traders I
met there acquainted me, that they had no
goods to {pare; thofe they had with them
being barely fufficient to anfwer their own
demands in thefe remote parts. Thus difx
appointed a fecond time, I found myfelf
obliged to return to the place from whence
I began my expedition, which I did after
continuing fome months on the North and
Eaft borders of Lake Superior, and explor-
ing the Bays and Rivers that empty them-
felves into this large body of water.
As
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. As it nfay be expecied ‘that: I fhould
lay ‘before; the Publi¢: the'sreafons sthat
thefe difcoveries, of o) much importance
to every: one ;who- has any. conne&ions
with -America, have not been imparted to
them_before, notwithftanding. theyiwere
made ;upwards, ‘of teén’years: ago;.Li-wilk
give them to: the world;in a plaindand
candid. manner, -and- without 'mingling
with- ghem any.complaints-on account of

the ill treatment I have receiveds: oo
© On my arrival in' England, ,I:prefen‘tea;
a petition to his Majefty-in council, pray=:
ing for a reimburfement of - thofe.fums I
had expended in the fervice of governiment.
This was referred ta the Lords Commif=:
fioners. of T'rade and Plantations. -+ Their:
Lordfhips from the tenor of it. thought,
the intelligence 1 could give of fo much
importance to the nation that - they or-
dered me to appear before the Board.
This meflage I obeyed, and. underwent:
a long examination; much I believe to.
the
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the ' fatisfation - of ‘every Lord prefent.
When it was finithed, I requefted to
know what I thould do with my papers ;
without hefitation the firft Lord replied,:
That I might publifh: them whenever I
pleafeds; In confequence of this permif=
fion, I difpofed of them to a bookfeller:
but when they were nearly ready for the
prefs;, an order was iffued from the council
board; réquiring me to deliver; without
delay, into the Plantation Office, all my
_ Charts'and Journals, with every paper re-
lative to the difcoveries I had made. ' In
order to obey this command, 1 was obli-
ged to re-purchafe them from the book-
feller, at a very great expence, and deliver
them up. This freth difburfement I en-
deavoured to get annexed to the account I
had already delivered in;. but the requeft
was' denied me, notwithftanding I had
only a&ed, in-the difpofal of ‘my papers,
conformably to the- permiffion I had re-
ceived from the Board of Trade. This

lofs,
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lofs, which amounted to a very confider-
able fum, I'was obliged to bear, and to
reft fatisfied with an indemnification for
my other’ expences. i

Thus fituated, my only expetations
are from the favour of a generous Public;
to whom I fhall now communicate my
Plans, Journals, and Obfervations, of
which I luckily kept copies, when I de-
livered the originals into the Plantation
Office. And this I do the more readily,
as I hear they are miflaid; and there is
no probability of their ever being publifh-
ed. To thofe who are interefted in the .
concerns of the interior parts of North
America, from the contiguity of their
pofleffions, or commercial engagements,
they will be extremely ufeful, and fully
repay the fum at which they are purcha-
fed. To thofe, who, from a laudable
curiofity, with to be acquainted with the
manners and cuftoms of every inhabitant
of this globe, the accounts here given of

the
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the various nations that inhabit fo-vaft 2
track of it, a country hitherto almoft un-
explored, will furnith an ample fund of
amufement and gratify their moft curious
expeftations. And I flatter myfelf they
will be as favourably received by the
Public, as defcriptions of iflands, which
afford no other entertainment than what
arifes from their novelty; and difcoveries,
that feem to promife very few advantages
to this country, though acquired at an
immenfe expence.

To make the following Work as com-
prehenfible and entertaining as poffible, I
fhall firft give my Readers an account of
the route I purfued over this immenfe
continent (through which they will be
able to attend me by referring to the plan
prefixed) and as I pafs on, defcribe the
number of Inhabitants, the fituation of
the Rivers and Lakes, and the produ@ions
of the country. Having done this, I
fhall treat, in diftin@ Chapters, of the

Magn-
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Mannets, Cuftoms, and Languages of the
fndians, and to complete the whole, add
a Vocabulary of the Words mofltly in ufe
among them. e

~ And here it is neceffary to befpeak the
candour of the learned part of my Readers
in the perufal of it, as it is the produc-
tion of a perfon unufed, from oppofite
avocations, to literary purfuits. He there-
fore begs they would not examine it with
too critical an eyes efpecially when he
affures them that his attention has been
more employed on giving 2 juft defcrip-
tion of a country that promifes, in fome
future period, to be an inexhauftible fource

of riches to that people who fhall be fo
fortunate as to poflefs it, than on the ftyle
or compofition; and more careful to ren=
der his language intelligible and explicit;
than {mooth and florid.







/35 % 726 nz0 715 /70 705 /pﬂ t)[
/ L) 77E JU 2 T JIIML L’I%_I.wllﬁﬂml"‘ L1 1
/ / 1

l{z// /’111/411,“//4/'11 ; SamG s

J f
1 i F/l/{/ltl.f‘ a ]’J‘/ u/L/oZ/AI’
]llﬁ.ffl/( lo //zz J‘wtl/l/d 3{”

a&-
VFH' JVLMD S » 7
YORTH 3 W = s DO ; it ] Py
Aﬁﬁ%g C AN\ =

o ]701){ the - / : / ‘ ‘ W Vo
5). 8 A4 / 5 / xn,/m//lt’ !

Luim 7z ])au overs
TS L /
' 778
28 Fugravd, for Lirvers

Travels.

> oY ek

]’) A 2010

L plrat’t it
[‘ tl;,”]lm'

Cecerctuly R

100 200 3oo 400 o0 ; e % Jork F*¢

\50 i : X oub
 Brituche Statute Miler Uy to aDegree A

Factery

= ‘,—f,/ult{t‘
Chiyrp EOQuiny

Winz, Loy W uCR

t 7:{//4’1

45 :
15 ml‘t'l’ﬂ »
s / ,,,7//// é
z
Lalke ’//
i = i
P Charta DL
Y
... (edar ,,m ’
; (/d//
L Lt /nf 1
40
\ 7',,1/1/1
AT
z[/://’
(o T L
: S N :
E e NI, = -
/ s 30, DRIl Lo { 7 105, . 1./mu/n/mun‘/ 0
e, / > 2 Usaact! 11 7
25 el = y i B .
qi’y“ ///// i* ~? (’(ﬁld{z/ 1 /1([/,// j ‘(t ‘/"v fs : /l]l[l[“ |

LR TONR | AT o bl o DTS b > x VoC Y
7/ & ° \Narzvez, BTy Le. tf /"//ul/f/‘
eIt et o
¢ A i oart

eagpes o art

@
b fmare
(HaP

/ o J [-//1’111111,;‘;
LSt T

o d -//l?'/tll((d

Q Lttt oul

ol
i i S 5 " 1 pe
e : 2 , BN
/’7/[/4/.uw oot | X)) S5 )R : . T \

/ff/ o b 3 SN > RN i \
faz/i, z(ﬂu V : \

——a
5}{ Yitcrge | 1 -

) el S ol e e, ] C ; :
: 3o P l Alkansias I Z Iml"“lf/ g 4””/“\ Towi &2 3
02244 (:ilt////( C/A.. Solons ,‘ "(T W a5 . JCow ’5\ ()?";‘ £

ek]ﬂd“"?

( :I/r'/m 2N
Galacles

“eleiy, P
i oy :
Nptohgochin

>
Yetriggy gt

25
e
alun////’“ R
Frayle’
/,//q' ﬂm
Vidoweph,
"G
o Mg
, 4 d d)(((d oL 17.'/(/41
1 gy ) 5 ' > = g ) L New ]Jv'(; A7
(’-s-t.ﬁucm. i 7
l >
% | 6 /ia”o( //,

; | ;
ST (0 — 1111101 s [ S—— L S _m\\\“\“\fh

[ Wi e A i) 2z =z = - = E : i\ - 2 SR
L — S 3 170 7 Jloo 05 90 85 8\¢ 7\’
4 1 [ |







A
JOURNAL oF THE TRAVELS,

WITH A

DrESCRIRET IO N

OF THE

COUNTRY, LAKES, &c

SR

N June 1766, I fet out from Bofton,

_ and proceeded by way of Albany and
Niagara, to Michillimackinac; a Fort
fituated between the ILakes Huron and
Michigan, and diftant from Bofton 1300
miles. ‘This being the uttermoft of our
fatories towards the north-weft, I con-
fidered it as the moft convenient place
from whence I could begin my intended
progrefs, and enter at once into the Re-
gions 1 defigned to explore.

Referring my Readers to the publica-
tions already extant for an Account of
thofe Parts of North America, that, from

B lying
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,exaggerations too often made ufe of b

f e
lying adjacent to the Back-Settlements,
have been frequently defcribed, 1 fhalk =
confine myfelfto a Defcription of the more
interior parts of it which having been but
{ldom vifited, are confequently but little
known. ~In doing this, I fhall in'no in-i
{tance exceed the bounds of truth, or have
recourfc to thofe ufelefs and extravagant

travellers, to excite the curiofity of ﬁ]@%
public, or to increafe their own importance,
Nor fhall T infert any obfervations, but:
fuch as I have made myfelf, or, from.
the credibility of thofc by whom th
were related, am enabled to vouch for
‘authenticity. :
Michillimackinac, from whence I
gan my travels, is a Fort compofed of deee
{trong ftockade, and is ufually defende &
by a garrifon of one hundred men.
contains about thirty houfes, one
which belongs to the governor, and ¢
other to the commiffary. Several trader
allo dwell within its fortifications,
find ‘it a convenient fituation to traffic
with the neighbouring nations. Michil-
limackinae, in the language of the Chi
2= g : péwa
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péway Indians, fignifies a Tortoife; and the
place is {uppofed to receive its name from
an Ifland, lying about fix or feven miles to
the north-eaft,  within fight of the Fort,
which has the appearance of that animal.
During the Indian war that fol-
lowed foon after the Conqueft of Ca-
nada in the year 1763, and which was
carried on by an army of confederate
nations compofed of the Hurons, Mia-
mies, Chipéways, Ottowaws, Pontowat-
timies, Miffiffauges, and fome other tribes,
under the diretion of Pontiac, a cele-
brated Indian warrior, who had always
been in the French intereft, it was taken
by furprize in the following manner :
The Indians having fettled their plan,
drew near the Fort, and began a game at
Ball, a paftime much ufed among them,
and not unlike tennis. In the height of
their game, at which fome of the Englith
officers, not fufpefting any deceit, ftood
looking on, they ftruck the ball, as if
by accident, over the ftockade ; this
they repeated two or three times, to
make the deception more complete ; till
at length, having by this means lulled
B 2 every
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every fufpicion of the centry at the fouth
gate, a party rufhed by him ; and the reft
foon following, they took pofleffion of
the Fort, without meeting with any op-
pofition. Having accomplithed their de-
fign, the Indians had the humanity to
{pare the lives of the greateft part of the
garrifon and traders, but they made them
all prifoners, and carried them off. How-
ever fome time after they took them to
Montreal, where they were redeemed at a
good price. The Fort alfo was given up
again to the Englifh at the peace made
with Pontiac by the commander of Detroit
the year following.

Having here made the neceflary dif-
pofitions for purfuing my travels, and
obtained a credit from Mr. Rogers, the
governor, on fome Englith and Canadian
traders who were going to trade on the
Miffiflippi, and received alfo from him
a promife of a freth fupply of goods
when I reached the Falls of Saint An-
thony, I left the Fort on the 3d of Sep-
tember, in company with thefe traders.
It was agreed, that they fhould furnith
me with fuch goods as I might want,

for
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for prefents to the Indian chiefs, during
my continuance with them, agreeable to
the governor’s order. But when I ar-
rived at the extent of their route, 1 was to
find other guides, and to depend on the
goods the governor had promifed to {fupply
me with.

We accordingly fet out together, and
on the 18th arrived at Fort La Bay.
This Fort 1s fituated on the fouthern ex-
tremity of a Bay in Lake Michigan,
termed by the French the Bay of Pu-
ants ; but which, fince the Englith have
gained pofieflion of all the fettlements on
this part of the Continent, is called by
them the Green Bay. The reafon of its
being thus denominated, is from its ap-
pearance;; for on leaving Michillimackinac
in the {pring feafon, though the trees there
have not even put forth their buds, yet
you find the country around La Bay, not-
withftanding the paffage has not exceeded
fourteen days, covered with the fineft ver-
dure, and vegetation as forward as it could
be were it {ummer. ;

This Fort, alfo, is only furrounded
by a ftockade, and being much decayed

B3 is
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1s fcarcely defenfible againft {mall arms,
It was built by the French for the pro-
teCtion of their trade, fome time before
they were forced to relinquith it; and
when Canada and its dependencies were
furrendered to the Englith, it was im-
mediately garrifoned with an officer and
thirty men. Thefe were made prifoners
by the Menomonies foon after the fur-
prife of Michillimackinac, and the Fort
has neither been garrifoned or kept in re-
pair fince,

The Bay is about ninety miles long,
but differs much in its breadth ; bemg n
fome places only fifteen miles, in others
from twenty to thirty. Tt lies nearly
from north-caft to fouth-weft. At the en-
trance of it from the Lake are a ftring of
iflands, extending from north to fouth, cal-
led the Grand Traverfe. Thefe are about
thirty miles in length, and ferve to faci-
litate the paflage of canoes, as they fhelter
them from the winds, which fometimes
come with violence acrofs the Lake. On

the fide that lies to the fouth- caft is the
‘neareft and beft na\zlg'ltlon

The
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*~*The iflands of ‘the:Grand ‘Traverfe are
moftly fmall and rocky. Many of the
rocks are of an amazing fize, and appear
as if they had been fafhioned by the
hands of artifts.” “On-the largeft and beft
of thefe iflands ftands' a town “of the
Ottowaws, at which I found one of the
moft confiderable chiefs  of that-mation,
who received me “with ‘every honour -he
could potfibly thow ‘to a ftranger. ~But
what appeared extremely fingular’ tome
at the ‘time, and muft do {o°to -every
perfon unacquainted ‘with the cuftoms of
the Indians, was ‘the reception~ I met
with on ‘landing. " As® our canoes. ap-
proached the fhore, and had reached with-
in about threefcore rodsiof it;" the In-
dians began a feusde-joy ; in which they
fired their picces loaded with balls; but
at the fame time they took care ‘to-dif=
charge them in fuch' a manner, as to
fly a few yards aboveour heads : during
this they ran from one tree or ftump to
another, “fhouting’ and behaving as if
they were in the heat of battle. = At firft
I was' greatly fuprifed, and was on the
point of ordering my attendants to return
: B 4 their
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their fire, concluding that their intentions
were hoftile; but being mndeceived by
fome of the traders, who informed me
that this was their ufual method of receiv-
ing the chiefs of other nations, I confi-
dered it in its true light, and was pleafed
with the refpect thus paid me. ,

I remained here one night. Among
the prefents I made the chiefs, were {fome
{pirituous liquors; with which they made
themfelves merry, and all joined in a
dance, that lafted the greateft part of the
mght. In the morning when I departed,
the chief attended me to the fhore, and,
as foon as 1 had embarked, offered up,
an audible voice, and with great folem. -
nity, a fervent prayer in my behalf. He
prayed ¢ that the Great Spirit would fa-
vour: me with a profperous voyage ; that
he would give me an unclouded fky, and
imooth waters, by day, and that I might
lie down, by night, on a beaver blanket,
enjoying uninterrupted fleep, and pleafant
dreams ; and alfo that I might find con-
tinual protetion under ‘the' great pipe of
peace.” In this manner he continued

hig
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his petitions till I could no longer hear
them. 2
I muft here obferve, that notwithftand-
ing the inhabitants of Europe are apt
to entertain horrid ideas of the ferocity
of thefe favages, as they are termed, I
received from every tribe of them in the
interior parts, the moft hofpitable and
courteous - treatment ; and am convinced,
that till they are contaminated by the
example and {pirituous liquors of their
more refined neighbours, they retain this
friendly and inoffenfive condu&t towards
ftrangers.  Their inveteracy and cruelty
to their enemics I acknowledge to be a
great abatement of the favourable opinion
I would wifh to entertain of them ; but
this failing 1s hereditary, and having re-
ceived the fan@ion of immemorial cuitom,
has taken too deep root in their minds fo
be ever extirpated.
Among this people 1 eat of a very un-
common kind of bread. - The Indians, in
eneral, ufe but little of this nutritious
food : whilft their corn is in the milk, as
they term it, that is, jult before it be-
: : gins
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gins to ripen, they flice off the  kernels
from the cob to which they grow, and
knead them into a‘pafte. 'This they are
enabled to do without the addition of any
liquid, by the milk that flows from them;
and when it 15 effeted, they parcel'it out
into cakes, and inclofing' them in leaves
of the baflwood tree, place them in hot
embers, where they are foon baked. And
better flavoured bread I never éat'in any
country. : S L
This place is only a fmall village con«
taining about twenty-five houfes and fixty

or feventy warriors. I found nothin

there worthy of further remark. '
The land on the fouth-eaft fide of the
Green Bay is but very indifferent, being
overfpread with a heavy growth of hem-
lock, pine, fpruce and fir trees. ‘The
communication between Lake Michigan
and the Green Bay has been reported by
fome to be impracticable for the paffage
of any veflels larger than canoes or boats,
on account of the thoals that lic between
the iflands in the Grand Traverfe ; but
on founding it 1 found fufficient depth
for
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for a veflel of fixty tons, and the breadth
proportionable.
" The land adjoining to the bottom of
this Bay is very fertile, the country n
general level, and the perfpective view of
it pleafing and extenfive.

A few families live in the Fort, which
lies on the weft-fide of the Fox River, and
oppofite to it, on the eaft fide of its en-
trance, are fome French fettlers who cul-
tivate the land, and appear to live very
comfortably. :

The Green Bay or Bay of Puants is
one of thofe places to which the French,
as T have mentioned in the Introduion,
have given nicknames, It is termed by the
inhabitants of its coafts, the Menomonie
Bay; but why the French have deno-
minated it the Puant or Stinking Bay 1
know mnot. ‘The reafon they themfelves
-give for it is, that it was not with a view
to miflead ftrangers, but that by adopt-
ing this method they could converfe with
each other, concerning the Indians, in
their prefence, without being underftood
by them. For it 'was remarked by the
perfons who firft traded among them, that
when they were fpeaking to cach other

about
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about them, and mentioned their proper
name, they inftantly grew {ufpicious, and
concluded that their vifiters were eithey
fpeaking ill of them, or plotting their de-
ftrution. To remedy this they gave
them fome other name. The only bad
confequence arifing from the prattice then
introduced is, that Englith and French
geographers, in their plans of the interior
parts of America, give different names to
the fame people, and thereby perplex thofe
who have occafion to refer to them.,

Lake Michigan, of which the Green
Bay 1s a part, is divided on the north-
eaft from ILake Huron by the Straits of
Michillimackinac ; and is fituated be-
tween forty-two and forty-fix degrees of
latitude, and between eighty-four and
eighty-feven degrees of weft longitude.
Its greateft length is two hundred and
eighty miles, its breadth about forty,
and its circumference nearly fix hundred.
There 1s a remarkable ftring of fiall
iflands beginning over againft Atkin’sFarm,
and running about thirty miles fouth-
well into the Lake. Thefe are called
the Beaver Iflands. Their fituation js very

pleafant,
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pleafant, but the foil is bare. However
they afford a beautiful profpect.

On the north-weft parts of this Lake
the waters branch out into two bays. That
which lies towards the north is the Bay
of Noquets, and the other the Green Bay
juft defcribed. :

The waters of this as well as the other
great Lakes are clear and wholefome, and
of fufficient depth for the navigation of
large thips. Half the fpace of the coun-
try that lies to the eaft, and extends to
Lake Huron, belongs to the Ottowaw
Indians. ~ The line that divides their ter-
ritories from the Chipéways, runs near-
ly north and fouth, and reaches almoft
from the fouthern extremity of this Lake,
actofs the high lands, to Michillimackinac,
through the center of which it paffes. So
that when thefe two tribes happen to meet
at the faGory, they each encamp on their
own dominions, at a few yards diftance
from the flockade.

The country adjacent either to the
caft or weft fide of this lake is compofed
but of an indifferent foil, except where
{inall brooks or rivers empty themfclves

mnto
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into it; on the banks of thefe it i3 ezs
tremely fertile.  Near the borders of the
Lake grow a great number of fand che-
ries, which are not lefs remarkable for
their manner of growth, than for their exs

quifite flavour. They grow upoen a {mall

thrub not more than four feet high, the

boughs of which are fo loaded that they

lie in clufters on the fand. Asg they

grow only on the fand, the warmth of
which probably contributes to bring them

to fuch perfedtion, they are called by the

French, cherries de fable, or fand cherries,

The fize of them does not exceed that of a

fmall mufket ball, but they are reckoned

fuperior to any other fort for the purpofe

of fteeping in fpirits. There alfo grow .
around the Lake goofeberries, black cur-

rants, and an abundance of juniper, bear-

Ing great quantitics of berrics of the fineft

fort.

Sumack likewife grows here in great
plenty ; the leaf of which, gathered at

‘Michaelmas when it turns red, is much

efteemed by. the natjves, They mix
about an equal quantity of it with their
tobacco, which caufes it to {moke plea-

fantly.
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fantly. = Near this Lake, and indeed
about all the great lakes, is found a kind
of willow, termed by the French, bois
rouge, in Englith red wood. Its bark,
when only of one year’s growth, is of a
fine fcarlet colour, and appears very beau-
tiful; but as it grows older, it changes
into a mixture of grey and red. The
ftalks of this thrub grow many of them
together, and rife to the height of fix or
eight fect, the largeft not exceeding an
inch diameter. ‘The bark being fcraped
from the fticks, and dried and powdered,
is alfo mixed by the Indians with their
tobacco, and is held by them in the
higheft eftimation for their winter {moak-
ing. A weed that grows near the great
lakes, in rocky places, they ufe in the
fummer feafon. It is called by the In-
dians, Segockimac, and creeps like a vine
on the ground, fometimes extending to
eight or ten feet, and bearing a leaf about
the fize of a filver penny, nearly round;
it is of the fubftance and colour of the
laurel, and is, like the tree it refembles,
an_evergreen. ‘Thefe leaves, dried and
powdered, they likewife mix with their

tobacco ;
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tobaccos and, as faid before, fihoak if
only during the fummer. By thefe three
fuccedaneums the pipes of the Indians are
well fupplied through every feafon of the
year; and as they are great {moakers, they
are very careful in properly gathering and
preparing them.

On the zoth of September I left the
Green Bay, and proceeded up Fox River,
ftill in company with the traders and fome
Indians. On the 25th I arrived at the
great town of the Winnebagoes, fituated
on a {mall land juft as you enter the
eaft end of Lake Winnebago. Here the
queen who prefided over this tribe inftead
of a Sachem, received me with great ci-
vility, and entertained me in a very dif-
tinguithed manner, during the four days
I continued with her.

The day after my arrival T held a
council with the chiefs, of whom I atk-
ed permiffion to pafs through their coun-
try, In my way to more remote nations
on bufinefs of importance. This was
readily granted me, the requeft being
efteemed by them as a great compliment

paid to their tribe. The Queen fat in
the
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the council, but only aftked a few quef-
tions, or gave fome trifling direttions in
matters relative to the ftate; for women
are never allowed to fit in their councils,
except they happen to be invefted with
the fupreme authority, and then it is not
cuftomary for them to make any formal
fpeeches as the chiefs do. She was a very
ancient woman, {mall in ftature, and not
much  diftinguithed by her drefs from
feveral young women that attended her:
Thefe her attendants feemed greatly pleafed
whenever I thowed any tokens of refpect
to their queen, particularly when I faluted
her, which' 1 frequently did to acquire
her favour. ' On thefe occafions the good
old lady endeavoured to aflume a juvenile
gaiety, and by her fmiles thowed fhe
was equally pleafed with the attention 1
paid her. .

The time T tarried here, I employed in
making the beft obfervations poflible on
the country, and in colle&ting the moft
certain intelligence I could of the origin,
language, and cuftoms of this people. From
thefe cnquiries I have reafon to conclude,

that the Winnebagoes ongmally refided in
< fome
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fome of the provinces belonging to New
Mexico ; and being driven from their na-
tive country, either by inteftine divifions,
or by the extenfion of the Spanith con-
quefts, they took refuge in thefe more
northern parts about a century ago.

My reafons for adopting this fuppofition,
are, firft from their unalienable attach-
ment to the Naudoweflie Indians (who,
they fay, gave them the earlieft fuccour
during their emigration) notwithftanding
their prefent refidence is more than fix
hundred miles diftant from that people.

Secondly, that their dialect totally dif-
fers from every other Indian nation yet
difcovered ; it being a very uncouth gut-
tural jargon, which none of their neigh-
bours will attempt to learn. They con-
verfe with other nations in the Chipéway
tongue, which is the prevailing language
throughout all the tribes, from the Mo-
hawks of Canada to thofe who inhabit the
borders of the Miffiflippi, and from the
Hurons and Illinois to fuch as dwell near
Hudfon’s Bay. |

Thirdly, from their inveterate hatred
to the Spaniards,  Some of them in-

: formed
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formed me that they had made many ex-
cufions to the fouth-weft, which took
up feveral moons. An elderly chief more
particularly acquainted me, that about
forty-fix winters ago, he marched, at the
head of fifty warriors, towards the fouth-
weft, for three moons. That during this
expedition, whilt they were crofling a
plain, they difcovered a body of men on
horfeback, who belonged to the Black
People ; for {o they call the Spaniards.
As {oon as they perceived them, they pro-
ceeded with caution, and concealed them-

lelves till night came on; when they

drew {o near as to be able to difcern the
number and fituation of their enemies.
Finding they were not able to cope with
fo great a fuperiority by day-light, they
waited till they had retired to reft; when
they ruthed upon them, and, after hay-
ing killed the greateft part of the men,
took eighty horfes loaded with what they
termed white flone. This I fuppofe to
have been filver, as he told me the horfes
were fhod with it, and that their bridles
were ornamented with the fame. When
they had fatiated their revenge, they car-

¢33 : ried
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ried off their {poil, and being got fo far
as to be out of the reach of the Spaniards
that had efcaped their fury, they left the
ufelefs and ponderous burthen, with which

. the horfes were loaded, in the woods, and

mounting themfelves, in this manner re-
turned to. their friends. The party they
had thus defeated, I conclude to be the
caravan that annually conveys to Mexico,
the filver which the Spaniards find in
great quantities on the mountains lying
near the heads of the Coloredo River: and
the plains where the attack was made,
probably, fome they were obliged to pafs
over in their way to the heads of the Ri-
ver St. Fee, or Rio del Nord, which falls
into the Gulph of Mexico to the weft of
the Miflifhippi.

The Winnebagoes can raife about two
hundred warriors. Their town contains
about fifty houfes, which are ftrongly built
with palifades, and the ifland on which it
1s fituated nearly fifty acres. It lies thirty-
five miles, reckoning according to the courfe
of the river, from the Green Bay.

The River, for about four or five miles

from the Bay, has a gentle current ;- after
that
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that {pace, till you arrive at the Winne-
bago Lake, it 1s full of rocks and very ra-
paid. At many places we were obliged to
land our canoes, and carry them a confider-
able way, Its breadth, in general, from
the Green Bay to the Winngbago Lake, is
between feventy and a hundred yards: the
land on 1its borders very good, and thinly
wooded with hickery, oak, and hazel,

The Winnebago Lake 1s about fifteen
miles long from ecaft to weft, and fix miles
wide. At its fouth-eaft corner, a river
falls into it that takes its rife near fome
of the northern branches of the Illinois
River. This I called the Crocodile Ri-
ver, in confequence of a ftory that pre-
vails among the Indians, of their having
deftroyed, in fome part of it, an animal,
which from their defcription muft be a
crocodile or an alligator.

The land adjacent to the Lake is very
fertile, abounding with grapes, plums, and
other fruits, which grow {pontancoufly.
T'he Winnebagoes raife on it a great quan-
tity of Indian corn, beans, pumpkins,
fquath, and water melons, with {fome to-
Lacco. The Lake itfelf abounds with

C 3 6,
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fith, and in the fall of the year, with geefe,
ducks, and teal. 'The latter, which refort

to it in great numbers, are remarkably
good and extremely fat, and are much bet-

ter flavoured than thofe that are found
near the fea, as they acquire their exceflive
fatnefs by feeding on the wild rice, which
grow fo plentifully in thefe parts.
Having made fome acceptable prefents
to the good old queen, and received her
blefling, I left the town of the Winne-
bagoes on the zgth of September, and
about twelve miles from it arrived at the
place where the Fox River enters the Lake

on the north fide of it. We proceeded

up this river, and on the 7th of October
reached the great Carrying Place, which
divides it from the Ouifconfin.

The Fox River, from the Green Bay
to the Carrying Place, is about one hun-

dred and eighty miles. From the Winne-

bago Lake to the Carrying Place the cur-
rent 1s gentle, and the depth of it confi-
derable; notwithftanding which, in fome
places itis with difficulty that canoes can
pafs, through the obftru@ions they meet
with from the rice ftalks, which are very

large
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large and thick, and grow here in great
abundance. The country around it is
very fertile and proper in the higheft de-
gree for cultivation, excepting in  fome
places near the River, where it is rather
too low.- It is in no part very woody,
and yet can fupply fufficient to anfwer the
demands of any number of inhabitants.

This river is the greateft refort for wild -

fowl of every kind that I met with in the
whole courfe of my travels ; frequently the
fun would be obfcured by them for fome
minutes together.

About forty miles up this river, from
the great town of the Winnebagoes, ftands
a fmaller town belonging to that nation.

Deer and bears are very numerous in
thefe parts, and a great many beavers and
other furs are taken on the {treams that
empty themfelves into this river.

The River I am treating of, is remark-
able for having been, about eighty years
ago, the refidence of the united bands of
the Ottigaumies and the Saukies, whom
the French had nicknamed, according to
their wonted cuftom, Des Sacs and Des
Reynards, the Sacks and the Foxes, of

C % whom
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whom the following anecdote was related
to me by an Indian.

About fixty years ago, the French
miffionaries and traders having received
many infults from thefe people, a party
of French and Indians under the com-
mand of Captain Morand marched to re-
venge their wrongs. The captain fet out
from the Green Bay in the winter, when
they were unfufpicious of a vifit of this
kind, and purfuing his route over the fnow
to their villages, which lay about fifty
moiles up the Fox River, came upon them
by furprize. Unprepared as they were,
he found them an ealy conqueft, and
confequently killed or took prifoners the
greateft part of them. On the return of
the French to the Green Bay, one of the
Indian chiefs in alliance with them, who
had a confiderable band of the prifoners
under his care, ftopped to drink at a
brook ; in the mean time his companions

went on: which being obferved by one

of the women whom they had made cap-
tive, the fuddenly feized him with both
her hands, whilft he flooped to drink,
by an exquifitely fufceptible part, and held

’ ' him
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him faft till he expired on the fpot.  As
the chief, from the extreme torture he
{uffered, was unable to call out to his
friends, or to give any alarm, they pafled
on without knowing what had happened ;
and the woman having cut the bands of
thofe of her fellow prifoners who were
“in the rear, with them made her efcape.
"This heroine was ever after treated by her
nation as their deliverer, and made a chief-
efs in her own right, with liberty to en-
tail the fame honour on her defcendants :
an unufual diftin&ion, and permitted only
on extraordinary occafions.

About twelve miles before I reached the
Carrying Place, I obferved feveral {mall
‘mountains which extended quite to it.
Thefe indeed would only be efteemed as
molehills when compared with thofe on the
back of the colonies, but as they were the
firft T had feen fince my leaving Niagara,
a track of nearly eleven hundred miles, I
could not leaye them unnoticed.

The Fox River, where it enters the
Winnebago Lake, is about fifty yards
wide, but it gradually decreafes to the
Carrying Place, where it is no more than

five
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five yards over, except in a few places
where it widens into {mall lakes, thc'mg’h
ftill of a confiderable depth. I cannot re.
colle& any thing elfe that is remarkable i
this River, except that it fo ferpentines for
five miles, as only to gain in that place
one quarter of a mile,

- The Carrying Place between the Fox
and Ouifconfin Rivers is in breadth not
more than a mile and three quarters,
though in fome maps it is fo delineated as
to appear to be ten miles. And here |
cannot help remarking, that all the maps
of thefe parts, I have ever feen, are very
erroncous. The rivers in general are de-
fcribed as running in different direfiogs
from what they really do; and many
branches of them, particularly of the Mif-
fiflippi, omitted. The diftances of places,
likewife, are greatly mifreprefented. Whe-
ther this is done by the French geogra-
phers (for the Englith maps are all co-
pied from theirs) through defign, or for
want of a_juft knowledge of the country,
I cannot fay; but I am fatisfed that tra-
vellers who depend upon them in the parts
I vifited, will find themfelves much at a

lofs.
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lofs. Having furveyed with the greateft
eare, every country through which I
pafled, I can affert that the plan prefixed
to this work is drawn with much greater
- precifion than any extant.

Near one half of the way, between
the rivers, is a morafs overgrown with a
kind of long grafs, the reft of it a plain,
with fome few oak and pine trees grow-
ing thereon. 1 obferved herc a great
number of rattle-fnakes. Monf. Pinni-
fance, a French trader, told me a remark-
able ftory concerning one of thefe rep-

tiles, of which he faid he was an eye-.

witnefs. An Indian, belonging to the
Menomonie nation, having taken one of
them, found means to tame it; and when
he had done this, treated it as a Deity 3
calling it his Great Father, and carry-
ing it with him in a box wherever he
went. This the Indian had done for fe-
veral fummers, when Monf. Pinnifance
accidentally met with him at this Carry-
ing Place, juft as he was fetting off for a
winter's hunt. The French gentleman
was furprized, one day, to fee the Indian
place the box which contained his god ;n

the
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the ground, and opening the door tve
him his liberty ; telling him, whilff e
did it, to be fure and return by the time
he himfelf thould come back, which was
to be in the month of May following,
As this was but O&ober, Monfieur told
the Indian, whofe fimplicity aftonifhed
him, that he fancied he might wait long
enough when May arrived, for the arrival
of his great father, The Indian was fo
confident of his creature’s obedience, that
he offered to lay the Frenchman a wager
of two gallons of rum, that at the time
appointed he would come and crawl into
his box. “ This was agreed on, and the
fecond week in May following fixed for
the determination of the wager.. At that
period they both met there again ; when
the Indian fet down his box, and called
for his great father. The fhake heard
him not ; and the time being now ex-
pired, he acknowledged that he had loft.
However, without feeming to be dif-
couraged, he offered to double the bett if
his great father came not within two
days more. This was further agreed on ;
when behold on ‘the fecond day, about

one
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one o’clock, the fnake arrived, and, of his
own accord, crawled into the box, which
was placed ready for him. The French
gentleman vouched for the truth of this
ftory, and from the accounts I have often
received of the docility of thofe creatures,
I {ee no reafon to doubt his veracity.

I obferved that the main body of the
Fox River came from the fouth-weit,
that of the Ouifconfin from the north-
eaft; and alfo that fome of the fmall
branches of thefe two rivers, in defcend-
ing into them, doubled, within a few
feet of each other, a little to the fouth
of the Carrying Place. 'That two fuch
Rivers thould take their rife fo near each
other, and after running fuch different
courfes, empty themfelves into the fea
at a diftance fo amazing (for the former
having paffed through feveral great lakes,
and run upwards of two thoufand miles,
falls into the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and
the other, after joining the Miffifippi,
and having run an equal number of
miles, difembogues itfelf into the Gulph
of Mexico) is an inflance f{carcely to be
met in the extenfive continent of North

America.
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America. I had an opportunity the yege
following, of making the fame obf.
vations on the affinity of various head
branches of the waters of the St. Law.
rence and the Miffiflippi to each other;
and now bring them as a proof, that the
opinion of thofe geographers, who aflert,
that rivers taking their rife fo near each
other, muft fpring from the fame {ource,
is erroneous. For I perceived a vifibly
diftiné feparation in all of them, notwith-
ftanding, in fome places, they approached
fo near, that I coyld have ftepped ﬁ'ong
one to the other, .

On the 8th of O&ober we got our ca
noes into the Ouifconfin River, which at
this place is more than 3 hundred yards
wide ; and the next day arrived at the
Great Town of the Saukies, ‘This is the
largeft and beft built Indiag town I ever
faw. It contains about ninety houfes, cach
large enough for feveral families. Thefe
are built of hewn plank neatly jointed,
and covered with bark {o compactly as to
keep out the moft penetrating rains, Be-
fore the doors are placed comfortable theds,
in which the inhabitants fit, when the
weather will’ permit, and fmoak their

pipes.
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pipes. ‘The ftreets are regular and fpa-
cious ; fo that it appears more like a civi-
lized town than the abode of fayages. The
land near the town is very good. In their
plantations, which lie adjacent to their
houfes, and which are necatly laid out,
they raife great quantities of Indian corn,
beans, melons, &c, fo that this place 1s
efteemed the beft market for traders to fur-
nith themfelves with provifions, of any

within eight hundred miles of it.
The Saukies can raife about three hun-
dred warriors, who are generally employed
every fummer in making incurfions into
the territories of the Illinois and Pawnee
nations, from whence they return with a
great number of flaves. But thofe people
frequently retaliate, and, in their turn, de-
{troy many of the Saukies, which I judge to

be the reafon that they increafe no fafter.
Whilft I ftaid here, I took a view of
{ome mountains that lie about fifteen miles
to the fouthward, and abound in lead ore.
1 afcended one of the higheft of thefe, and
had an extenfive view of the country. For
many miles nothing was to be feen but
lefler mountains, which appeared at a dif-
{tance like haycocks, they being free from
trees.
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trees. Only a few groves of hickery, and
ftunted oaks, covered fome of the vallies,
So plentiful is lead here, that I faw large
quantities of it lying about the ftreets in
the town belonging to the Saukies, and
it feemed to be as good as the produce of
other countries.

On the 10th of O&ober we proceeded
down the river, and the next day reached
the firft town of the Ottigaumies. This
town contained about fifty houfes, but we
found moft of them deferted, on account
of an epidemical diforder that had lately

raged among them, and carried off more

than, one half of the inhabitants. The

‘greater part of thofe who furvived had re-

tired into the woods, to avoid the contagion.

On the 15th we entered that exten-
five river the Mifliffippi.  The Ouifcon-
fin, from the Carrying Place to the part
where it falls into the Mifliflippi, flows
with a fmooth but a ftrong current; the
water of 1t is exceedingly clear, and
through it you may perceive a fine and
fandy bottom, tolerably free from rocks.
In it are a few iflands, the foil of which
appeared to be good, though fomewhiat

woody.  The land near the river alfo
feemed
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feemed to be, in general, excellent; but
that at a diftance i1s very full of moun- -
tains, where it is faid there are many lead
mines.

About five miles from the juné&ion of
the rivers, I obferved the ruins of a large
town in a very pleafing fituation. On
enquiring of the neighbouring Indians
why it was thus deferted, I was inform-
ed, that about thirty years ago, the Great
Spirit had appeared on the top of a py-
ramid of rocks, which lay at a little
diftance from it, towards the weft, and
warned them to quit their habitations ;
for the land on which they were built
belonged to him, and he had occafion
for it. As a proof that he, who gave
them thefe orders, was really the Great
Spirit, he further told them, that the grafs
thould immediately fpring up on thofe
very rocks from whenge he now addrefi-
ed them, which they knew to be bare
and barren. The Indians obeyed, and
foon after difcovered that this miraculous
alteration had taken place. They fhewed
me the fpot, but the growth of the grafs
appeared to be no ways fupernatural. [
apprehend this to have been a ftratagem

‘ 3 of
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of the French or Spaniards to anfwer fome
felfith view; but in what manner they

effe&ted their purpofes I know not. :
This people, foon after their removal,
built a town on the bank of the Mifhffippi,
near the mouth of the Ouifconfin, at a
place called by the French La Prairies les
Chiens, which fignifies the Dog Plains;
it 1s a large town, and contains about
three hundred families; the houfes are well
built after the Indian manner, and pleas
fantly fituated on a very rich foil, from
which they raife every ‘neceflary of life
in great abundance. 1 faw here many
horfes of a good fize and fhape.” This
town is the great mart, where all the ad-
jacent tribes, and even thofe who in-
habit the moft remote branches of the
Mifliflippi, annually affemble about the
latter end of May, bringing with them
their furs to difpofe of to the traders.
But it is not always that they conclude
their fale here; this is determined by a
general council of the chiefs, who con-
fult whether it ‘would be more conducive
to their intereft, to fell their goods at this
place, or carry them on to Louifiana, or
Michillimackinac. Acccrding to the de-
cifion
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cifion of this council they either pro-
ceed further, or return to  their different
homes. .

The Miffiffippi, at the entrance of the
Ouifconfin, near which ftands a mountain
of confiderable height, is about half a
mile over; but oppofite to the laft  men=
tioned town it appears to be more than
a mile wide, and full of iflands, the foil
of which is extraordinary rich, and but
thinly wooded.

A little farther to the weft, on the
contrary fide, a fmall river- falls into the
Mifliffippi, which the French call Le Jaun
Riviere, or the Yellow River. Here the
traders who had accompanied me hitherto,
took up their refidence for the winter. - I
then bought a canoe, and with two fer-
vants, one a Irench Canadian and the
other a Mohawlk of Canada, on the 1 g9th
proceeded up the Miflilfippi.

About ten days after 1 had parted from
the traders, I landed as I ufually did every
evening, and having pitched: my tent, I
ordered my. men, when -night came on,
to lay themfelves down to fleep. By a
light that I kept burning I then fat down
to copy the minutes I had taken inthe

D2 courie



N

| o

coutfe of the preceding day. About ten
o'clock, having juft finithed my memo-
randums, 1 ftepped out of my tent te
fee what weather it was. As I caft my
eyes towards the bank of the river, I
thought I faw by the light of the ftars
which thone bright, fomething that had
the appearance of a herd of beafts coming
down a defcent at fome diftance ; whilft
I was wondering what they could be, one
of the number {uddenly fprung up and dif-
covered to me the form of a man. Inan
inftant they were all on their legs, and 1
could count about ten or twelve of them
running towards me. I immediately re-
entered the tent, and awaking my men,
ordered them to take their arms, and fol-
low me. As my firft apprehenfions were
for my canoe, 1 ran to the water’s fide,
and found a party of Indians (for fuch I
now difcovered them to be) on the point
‘of plundering it.  Before I reached them
I commanded my men not to fire till I
had given the word, being unwilling to
begin hoftilities unlefs occafion abfolutely
required. I accordingly advanced with
refolution, clofe to the points of their
{pears, they had ne other weapons, and

brandifhing
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brandithing my hanger, atked them with
a ftern voice, what they wanted. They -
were ftaggered at this, and perceiving
they were like to meet with a warm re-
ception, - turned about and precipitately
retrecated.  We purfued them to an ad-
jacent wood, which they entered, and we
faw no more of them. However, for
fear of their return, we watched alter-
nately during the remainder of the night.
The next day my fervants were under
great apprehenfions, and earneftly en-
treated me to return to the traders we
had lately left. But I told them, that if
they would not be efteemed old women
(aterm of the greateft reproach among
the Indians) they muft follow me; for I
was determined to purfue my intended
route, as an Englithman, when once en-
gaged in an adventure, never retreated.
On this they got into the cance, and I
walked on the thore to guard them from
any further attack. The party of In-
dians who had thus intended to plunder
me, I afterwards found to be fome of
thofe ﬁraggling bands, that having been
driven from among the different tribes to
which they belonged for various crimes,

D3 now
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now affociated themfelves together, and,
living by plunder, prove very trouble=
fome to travellers who pafs this way ; nor
are even Indians of every tribe {pared by
them. 'The traders had before cautioned
me to be upon my guard againft them,
and I would repeat the fame caution to
thofe ' whofe bufinefs might call them into
thefe parts.

On the firft of November 1 arrived
at Lake Pepin, which is rather an ex-
tended part of the River Miffiffippi, that
the French have thus denominated, about
two hundred miles from the Ouifcon-
fin. The Mifliffippi below this Lake
flows with a gentle current, but the
breadth of it is very uncertain, in fome
places it being upwards of a mile, in
others not more than a quarter. ‘This
River has a range of mountains on each
fide throughout the whole of the way;
which in particular parts approach near
to it, in others lie at a greater diftance.
The land betwixt the mountains, and
on their fides, is generally covered with
grafs with a few groves of trees inter-
fperfed, near which large droves of deer
and elk arc frequently feen feeding. In

‘many
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many places pyramids of rocks appeared,
referabling old ruinous towers; at. others
amazing precipices ; and what is very re-
markable, whilft this fcene prefented it-
felf on one fide, the oppofite fide of the
fame mountain was covered with the
fineft herbage, which gradually afcended
to its fummit. From thence the moft
beautiful and extenfive profpect that ima-
gination can form opens to your view.
Verdant plains, fruitful meadows, nume-
rous iflands, and all thefe abounding with
a variety of trees that yield amazing
quantities of fruit, without care or cul-
tivation, fuch as the nut-trece, the maple
which produces fugar, vines loaded with
rich grapes, and plum-trees bending un-
der their blooming burdens, but above
all, the fine River flowing gently beneath,
and reaching as far as the eye can extend,
by turns attract your admiration and excite .
your wonder. :
The Lake i1s about twenty miles long
and near fix i breadth; in fome places
it 1s very deep, and abounds with various
kinds of fith. Great numbers of fowl
frequent alfo this Lake and rivers adjacent,

fuch as ftorks, {wans, geefe, brants, and
D 4 ducks :
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ducks: and'in the groves are found great
plenty of turkeys and partridges. On the
plains are the largeft buffaloes of any in
America. Here 1 obferved the ruins of 2
French faftory, where it is faid Captain
St. Pierre refided, and carried on a very
great trade with the Naudoweflies, before
the reduétion of Canada.

About fixty miles below this Lake is
a mountain remarkably fituated; for it
ftands by itfelf exaltly in the middle of
the River, and looks as if it had flidden
from the adjacent fhore into the ftream.
It cannot be termed an ifland, as it rifes
imediately from the brink of the water
to a confiderable height. Both the In-
dians and the French call it the Mountain
in the River.

One day having landed on the fhore of
the Miflifiippi, fome miles below Lake
Pepin, whilft my attendants were pre-
paring my dinner, 1 walked out to take
a view of the adjacent country. I had
not proceeded far, before I came to a
fine, level, open plain, on which I per-
ceived at a little diftance, a partial ele-
vation that had the appearance of an in-

trenchment.  On a nearer infpe@tion 1
TESE - : had
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had greater reafon to fuppofe that it had
really been intended for this many cen-
turies ago. Notwithftanding it was now
covered with grafs, 1 could plainly dif-
cern that it had once been a breaft-work
of about four feet in height, extending
the beft part of a mile, and fufficiently ca-
pacious to cover five thoufand men. Its
form was fomewhat circular, and its flanks
reached to the River. Though much de-
faced by time, every angle was diftinguifh-
able, and appeared as regular, and fathion-
ed with as much military fkill, as if plan-
ned by Vauban himfelf. The ditch was
not vifible, but I thought on examining
more curioufly, that I could perceive
there certainly had been one. From its
{ituation alfo, I am convinced that it
muft have been defigned for this purpofe.
It fronted the country, and the rear was
covered by the River; nor was there any
rifing ground for a confiderable way that
commanded it ; a few firaggling oaks
were alone to be feen near it. In many
places {mall tracks were worn acrofs it
by the feet of the elks and deer, and
from the depth of the bed of earth by
which it was covered, I was able to draw

certain
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certain coixclufions of its great antiquity,
I examined all the angles and every part
with - great attention, and have often
blamed myfelf fince, for not encamping
on the fpot, and drawing an exad plan of
it.  To thew that this defcription  is not
the offipring of a heated imagination, or
the chimerical tale of a miftaken travel-
ler, 1 find on enquiry fince my return,
that Monf. St. Pierre and feveral traders
have, at different times, taken notice of
fimilar appearances, on which they have
formed the fame conje@tures, but without
examining them  {o minutely as I did,
How a work of this kind could exift in
a country that has hitherto (according to”
the general received opinion) been the
feat of war to untutored Indians alone,
whofe whole flock of military knowledge
has only, till within two centuries, a-
mounted to drawing the bow, and whofe
only breafl-work even at prefent is the
thicket, I know not. I have given as
exalt an’ account as: poflible of this fin-
gular appearance, and leave to future ex-
plorers of thefe diftant regions to dif-
cover whether it is 2 production of na-
turc or art.  Perhaps the hints I hdve

here
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here given might lead to a more perfect
inveftigation of it, and give us very dif-
ferent ideas of the ancient {tatc of realms
that we at prefent believe to have been
from the earlieft period only the habitas
tions of favages.

The Miffiffippi, as far as the en-
trance of the River St. Croix, thirty miles
above Lake Pepin, is very full of iflands;
fome of which are of a confiderable
length. On thefe, alfo, grow great num-
bers of the maple or fugar tree, and
around them vines loaded with grapes
creeping to their very tops. From the
Lake upwards few mountains are to be
feen, and thofe but finall. Near the Ri-
ver St. Croix refide three bands of the
Nawdoweflie Indians, called the River
Bands.

This nation is compofed, at prefent,
of eleven bands. They were originally
twelve ; but the Affinipoils fome years
ago revolting, and feparating themfelves
from the others, there remain only at
this time eleven. Thofe I met here are
termed the River Bands; becaufe they
chiefly dwell near the banks of this Ri-
ver: the other eight are generally dif-

tinguifhed
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tinguithed by the title of the Naudoweffies
of the Plains, and inhabit a country that
lies more to the weftward. ‘The names
of the former are the Nehogatawonahs, -
the Mawtawbauntowahs, and the Shahf:
weentowahs, and confift of about four
bundred warriors.

A little before I met with thefe three
bands I fell in with a party of the Maw-
tawbauntowahs, amounting to forty war-
riors and their families. With thefe I
refided a day or two, during which time
five or fix of their number, who had been
out on an excurfion, returned in great
hafte, and acquainted their companions
that a large party of the Chipéway war-
riors, ¢ enough,” as they exprefled them-
felves, ¢ to fwallow them all up,” were
clofe at their heels, and on the point of
attacking their little camp. The chiefs
applied to me, and defired I would put
myfelf at their head, and lead them out
to oppole their enemies. As I was a
ftranger, and unwilling to excite the ans
ger of either nation, I knew not how to
act; and never found myfelf in a greater
dilemma.  Had I refufed to affift the
Naudoweflies I . thould have drawn. on

myfelf
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myfelf their difpleafure, or had T met
the Chipéways with hoftile intentions, I
fhould have made that people my foes,
and had I been fortunate enough to have,
efcaped their arrows at this time, on fome
future occafion thould probably have expe-
rienced the feverity of their revenge. In
this extremity I chofe the middle courfe,
and defired that the Naudoweflies would
fuffer me to meet them, that I might en-
deavour to avert their fury. To this they
relu@antly affented, being perfuaded, from
the inveteracy which had long prevailed
between them, that my remoniftrances
would be in vain.

"Taking my Frenchman with me, who
could fpeak their language, 1 haftened
towards the place where the Chipéways
were fuppofed to be. 'The Naudoweffies
during this kept at a diftance behind. As
I approached them with the pipe of peace,
a fmall party of their chiefs, confifting
of about eight or ten, came in a friend-
ly manner towards me ; with whom, by
means of my interpreter, I held a long
converfation ; the refult of which' was,
that their rancour being by my per-
fuafions .in fome meafure mollified, they

agreed
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agreed to return back without accomplifh-
ing their favage purpofes. During our dif=
courfe I could perceive, as they lay fcat-
tered about, that the party was Very nus
merous, and many of them armed with
mufkets. ’

Having happily fucceeded in my un-
dertaking, I returned without delay to
the Naudoweffies, and defired they would
inftantly remove their camp to fome other
part of the countryy left their enemies
fhould repent of the promife they had
given, and put their intentions' in eges
cution. They accordingly followed my
advice, and immediately prepared to ftrike
their tents.  Whilft they were doing this
they loaded me with thanks; and when
I had ‘feen them on board their canoes I
purfued my route. :

Te this adventure T was chiefly indebt-
ed for the friendly reception I afterwards.
met with from the Naudoweffies of the
Plains, ‘and for the refpe@t and honours I
received during my abode among them.
And when I arrived many months after
at the' Chipéway village, near the Otto-
waw lakes, I found that my fame had
reached that place before me. ~ The chiefs
; received
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recived ‘me with great cordiality, and
the clder part of them thanked me for
the mifchief I had prevented. They in-
formed me, that the war between their
nation -and the Naudoweflies had conti=
nued without interruption for more than
forty winters.. That they had long withed
to put an end to it, but this was gene-
rally prevented by the young warriors of
either nation, who could not reftrain their
ardour when they met.  They faid, they
thould be happy if fome chief of the
fame pacific difpofition as myfelf, and who
poflefled an equal degree of refolution and
coolnefs, would fettle in the country be-
tween the two nations ; for by the inter-
ference of fuch a perfon an accommodation,
which on their parts they fincerely defir-
ed, might be brought about. As I did
not meet any of the Naudoweflies after-
wards, I had not an opportunity of for-
warding fo good a work.

About thirty miles below the Falls of
St. Anthony, at which Tarrived the tenth
day after 1 left left Lake Pepin, is a re-
markable cave of an amazing depth. . The
Indians term 1t Wakon-teebe, that is,
the Dwelling of the Great Spirit. The

entrance
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entrance into it is about ten feet wide,
the height of it five feet. ‘The arch
within is near fifteen feet high and about
thirty fect broad. The bottom of it con»
filts of fine clear fand.  About twenty
feet from the entrance begins a lake, the
water of which is tranfparent, and ex-
tends to an unfearchable diftance; for
the darknefs of the cave prevents all at-
tempts to acquire a knowledge of it. I
threw a {fmall pebble towards the interior
parts of it with my utmoft ftrength: I
could hear that it fell into the water,
and notwithftanding it was of fo {mall a
fize, it caufed an aftonithing and. horrible
noife that reverberated through all thofe
gloomy regions. 1 found in this cave
many Indian hieroglyphicks, which ap-
peared very ancient, for time had nearly
covered them with mofs, fo that it was
with difficulty I could trace them. They
were cut in a rude manner upon the in-
fide of the walls, which were compofed
of a ftone fo extremely foft that it might
be eafily penetrated with a knife: a
ftone every where to be found near the
Muffiflippi. 'The cave is only acceffible

by
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by afcending a narrow, fteep paffage that
lies near the brink of the river.

At a little diftance from this dreary
cavern is the burying-place of {everal
bands of the Naudoweflie Indians: though
thefe people bhave no fixed refidence, living
in tents, and abiding but a few months
on one fpot, yet they always bring the
bones of their dead to this place; which
they take the opportunity of doing when
the chiefs meet to hold their councils,
and to fettle all public affairs for the en-
{uing fummer.

Ten miles below the Falls of St. An-
thony the River St. Pierre, called by the
natives the Waddapawmenefotor, falls into
the Mifliflippr from the weft. It is not
mentioned by Father Hennipin, although
a large fair river: this omiffion, I con-
clude, muft have proceeded from a {mall
ifland that is fituated exaltly at its en-
trance, by which the fight of it is inter-
cepted. I thould not have difcovered this
river myfelf, had T not taken a view,
when I was fearching for it, from the
high lands oppofite, which rife to a great
height.

E Nearly
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Nearly over againft this river 1 wag
obliged to leave my canoe, on account of
the ice, and travel by land to the Falls
of St. Anthony, where I arrived on the
17th of November. The Mifliffippi from
the St. Pierre to this place is rather more
rapid than I had hitherto found it, and
without iflands of any confideration.

Before I left my canoe I overtook g
young prince of the Winnebago Indians,
who was going on an embafly to fome of
the bands of the Naudoweffies. Finding
that I intended to take a view of the Falls,
he agreed to accompany me, his curiofity
having been often excited by the accounts
he had received from fome of his chiefs:
he accordingly left his family (for the
Indians never travel without their houfe-
holds) at this place, under the care of my
Mohawk fervant, and we proceeded to-
gether by land, attended only by my
Frenchman, to this celebrated place.

We could diftin@tly hear the noife of
the water full fifteen miles before we
reached the Falls; and I was greatly pleafed
and furprized, when I approached this
aftonithing work of nature: but I was
not long at liberty to indulge thefe emo-

tions,
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tions, my attention being called off by the
behaviour of my companion.

The prince had no fooner gained the
point that overlooks this wonderful caf-
cade, than he began with an audible voice
to addrefs the Great Spirit, one of whofe
places of refidence he imagined this to be.
He told him that he had come a long way
to pay his adorations to him, and now
would make him the beft offerings in his
power. He accordingly firft threw his
pipe into the fiream; then the roll that
contained his tobacco; after thefe, the
bracelets he wore on his arms and wrifts;
next an ornament that encircled his neck,
compofed of beads and wires; and at laft
the ear-rings from his ears; in fhort, he
prefented to his god every part of his drefs
that was valuable: during this he fre-
quently fmote his breaft with great vio-
lence, threw his arms about, and appear-
ed to be much agitated.

All this while he continued his adora-
tions, and at length concluded them with
fervent petitions that the Great Spirit would
conftantly afford us his protection on our
travels, giving us a bright fun, a blue fky,
and clear untroubled waters : nor would he

L leave
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leave the place till we had {moaked to-
gether with my pipe in honour of the
Great Spirit. :

I was greatly furprized at beholdmor an
inftance of fuch elevated devotion in fo
young an Indian, and inftead of ridicul-
ing the ceremonies attending it, as I ob-
ferved my catholic fervant tacitly did, I
looked on the prince with a greater degree
of refpe& for thefe fincere proofs he gave
of his piety; and I doubt not but that
his offerings and prayers were as accept-
able to the univerfal Parent of mankind,
as if they had been made with greater
pomp, or in a confecrated place.

Indeed, the whole conduct of this young
prince at once amazed and charmed me.
During the few days we were together his
attention feemed totally to be employed in
yielding me every affiftance in his power;
and even in {o thort a time he gave me
innumerable proofs of the moft generous
and difinterefted friendthip; fo that on
our return I parted from him with great
reluGance. 'Whilft I beheld the artlefs,
yet engaging manners of this unpolithed
favage, I could not help drawing a com-
parifon between him and fome of the more

refined
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refined inhabitants of civilized countries,
not much, I own, in favour of the latter.
The Falls of St. Anthony received
their name from Father Louis Hennipin,
a French miffionary, who travelled into
thefe parts about the year 1680, and was
the firft European ever feen by the na-
tives. ‘This amazing body of waters,
which are above 250 yards over, form a
moft pleafing cataract; they fall perpen-
dicularly about thirty feet, and the rapids
below, in the {pace of 300 yards more,
render the defcent confiderably greater; fo
that when viewed at a diftance they ap-
pear to be much higher than they really
are. 'The above-mentioned traveller has
laid them down at above fixty feet; but
he has made a greater error in calculating
the height of the Falls of Niagara; which
he afferts to be 600 feet; whereas from
latter obfervations accurately made, it is
well known that it does not exceed 140
feet. But the good father I fear too of-
ten had no other foundation for his ac-
counts than report, or, at beft, a flight

infpetion. _
In the middle of the Falls ftands a
{mall ifland, about forty feet broad and
E 3 fome-
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fomewhat longer, on which grow a few
cragged hemlock and {pruce trees; and
about half way between this ifland and
the eaftern fhore 1s a rock, lying at the
very edge of the Fall, in an oblique pofi-
tion, that appeared to be about five or fix
feet broad, and thirty or forty long. Thefe
“Falls vary much from all the others I have
feenn, as you may approach clofe to them
without finding the leaft obftrution from
any intervening hill or precxpxce

“The country around them 1is extremely
beautiful. Itis not an uninterrupted plan.
where the eye finds no relief, but compo-
fed of many gentle afcents, which in the
fummer are covered with the fineft ver-
dure, and interfperfed with little groves,
that give a pleafing variety to the profpedt.
On the whole, when the Falls are inclu<
ded,; which may be feen at the diftance of
four miles, a more pleafing and pictureique
view cannot, I believe, be found through-
out ‘the univerfe. I could have withed
that I had happened to enjoy this glorious
fight at a more feafonable time of the
year, whilft the trees' and hillocks were
clad in nature’s gayeft livery, as this muft
have greatly added to the pleafure I re-

ceived 3
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ceived ; however, even then it exceeded
my warmeft expe&ations. I have en-
deavoured to give the Reader as juft an
idea of this enchanting f{pot as poffible,
in the plan annexed; but all defcription,
whether of the pencil or the pen, muft
fall infinitely fhort of the original.

At a little diftance below the Falls
ftands a {fmall ifland, of about an acre and
half, on which grow a great number of
oak trees, every branch of which, able to
fupport the weight, was full of eagles
nefts. The reafon that this kind of birds
refort in fuch numbers to this fpot, is
that they are here fecure from the attacks
either of man or beaft, their retreat being
guarded by the Rapids, which the Indians
never attempt to pafs. Another rcafon
is, that they find a conftant fupply of
food for themfelves and their young, from
‘the animals and fith which are dathed to
pieces by the Falls, and driven on the ad-
jacent fhore.

Having fatisfied my curiofity, as far as
the eye of man can be fatisfied, I pro-
ceeded on, ftill accompanied by my young
friend, till T had reached the River St.
Francis, near fixty miles above the Falls.

Ex Ta
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'To this river Father Hennipin gave the
name of St. Francis, and this was the ex-
tent of his travels, as well as mine, to-
wards the north-weft.  As the feafon was
fo advanced, and the weather extremely
cold, I was not able to make fo many ob-
fervations on thefe parts as I otherwife
thould have done.

It might however, perhaps, be necef-
fary to obferve, that in the little tour I
made about the Falls, after travelling four-
teen miles, by the fide of the Miffiffippi,
I came to a nver nearly twenty yards
wide, which ran from the north-eaft,
called Rum River, And on the 2oth of
November came to another termed Goofe
River, about twelve yards wide. On the
211t I arrived at the St. Francis, which
is about thirty yards wide, Here the
Mifliffippt itfelf grows narrow, being not
more than ninety yards over; and appears
to be chiefly compofed of fmall branches.
‘The ice prevented me from noticing the
depth of any of thefe three rivers. |

The country in fome places is hilly,
but without large mountains ; and the land
15 tolerably good. I obferved here many
deer and carribboos, fome ¢lk, with abun-

dance
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dance of beavers, otters, and other furs.
A little above this, to the north-eaft, are
2 number of {mall lakes called the Thou-
fand Lakes ; the parts about which, though
but little frequented, are the beft within
many miles for hunting, as the hunter
never fails of returning loaded beyond his
expectations.

The Miffiffippi has never been explored
higher up than the River St. Francis, and
only by Father Hennipin and myfelf thus
far. . So that we are obliged iolely to
the Indians, for all the inteiligence we
are able to give relative to the more north-
ern parts. As this River is not navigable
from the fea for veflels of any confiderable
burthen, much higher up than the Forks
of the Ohio, and even that is accomplifh-
ed with great difficulty, owing to the ra-
pidity of the current, and the windings
of the river, thofe fettlements that may
be made on the interior branches of it,
muft be indifputably fecure from the at-
tacks of any maritime power. But at
the fame time the fettlers will have the
advantage of being able to convey their
produce to the fea-ports with great faci-
lity, the current of the river from its

fource
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fource to its entrance into the Gulph of
Mexico, being extremely favourable for
doing this in fmall crafr. This might
alfo in time be facilitated by canals or
thorter cuts; and a communication open-
ed by water with New York, Canada, &c.
by way of the lakes. The Forks of the
Ohio are about nine hundred miles from
the mouth of the Miffiffippi, following
the courfe of the river; and the Meflorie
two hundred miles above thefe. From
the latter it is about twenty miles to the
Illinois River, and from that to the Ouifs
confin, which I have given an account of,

about eight hundred more. -
On the 25th T returned to my canoe,
which I had left at the mouth of the
River St. Pierre; and here I parted with
regret from my young friend the prince
of the Winnebagoes, 'This river being
clear of ice by reafon of its fouthern fitue
ation, I found nothing to obftru@ my
pafiage.  On the 28th, being advanced
about forty miles, I arrived at a fiall
branch that fell into it from the north
to which, as it had no name that T could
diftinguith it by, I gave my own; and
the Reader will find it in the plan of my
travels
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travels denominated Carver’s River. About
forty miles higher up I came to the Forks
of Verd and Red Marble Rivers, which
join at fome little diftance before they
enter the St. Pierre.

The River St. Pierre, at its junétion
with the Miffiffippi, is about a hundred
yards bread, and continues that breadth
nearly all the way 1 failed upon it. It has
a great depth of water, and in {fome places
runs very brifkly. About fifty miles from
its mouth are fome rapids, and much
higher up there are many others.

I proceeded up this river about two
hundred miles to the country of the Nau-
dowellies of the Plains, which lies a little
above the Forks formed by the Verd and
Red Marble Rivers, juft mentioned, where
a branch from the fouth nearly joins the
Meflorie River. By the accounts I re-
ceived from the Indians, I have reafon to
believe that the River St. Pierre and the
Meflorie, though they enter the Miffif~
fippi twelve hundred miles from each
other, take their rife in the fame neigh-
bourhood ; and this within the {pace of a
mile. The River St. Pierre’s northern

branch rifes from a number of lakes near..

the
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there than it is in the interior parts of
America. This I can, from my own
knowledge, aflert, as I found the winter,
that I paffed to the weftward of the Mif
Offippi, far from fevere; and the northe
- weft wind blowing on thofe countries con-
fiderably more temperate than I have often
experienced it to be nearer the coaft,
And that this did not arife from an un-
certainty of the feafons, but was annu-
ally the cafe, I conclude, both from the
{mall quantity of fhow that then fell, and
a total difufe of fhow fhoes by thefe In-
dians, without which none of the more
eaftern nations can poffibly travel during
the winter.

As naturalifts obferve, that air refem-
bles water in many refpeds, particularly
by often flowing in a compact body ; and
that this is generally remarked to be with
the current of large ftreams, and feldom
acrofs them, may not the winds that fet
violently into the Bay of Mexico about
the latter end of the year, take their courfe
over the continent in the fame dire&ion
as the I\.’Iiﬁiﬂippi does ; till meeting with
the north winds (that from a fimilar
caufe blow up the Bourbon from Hud-

fon’s
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fon’s Bay) they are forced acrofs the great
lakes, down the current of the waters
of the St. Lawrence, and united, com-
mit thofe ravages, and occafion thofe fe-
vere winters, experienced in the before=
mentioned countries ? During their pro=
grefs over the lakes they become expand-
ed, and confequently affet a greater tract
of land than they otherwife would do.

According to my fcanty knowledge of
natural philofophy this does not appear
improbable.  Whether it is agreeable to
the laws eftablithed by naturalifts to ac-
count for the operations of that element,
I know not. However, the defcription
here given of the fituation of thefe vaft
bodies of water, and their near approach
to each other, with my own undigefted
fuppofitions of their effe® on the winds,
may prove perhaps, in abler hands, the
means of leading to many ufeful difco-
veries.

On the 7th of December, I arrived
(as I faid before) at the utmoft extent of
my travels towards the weft; where T -
met with a large party of the Naudowef-
fie Indians, among whom I refided feven
months. Thefe conflituted a part of the

eight



S

)
eight bands of the Naudowefiics of the
Plains; and are termed the Wawpeens
towahs, the Tintons, the Afrahcootans,
the Mawhaws, and the Schians. The
other three bands, whofe names are the
Schianefe, the Chongoufceton, and the
Waddapawjeftin, dwell higher up, to
the weft of the River St. Picrre, on plains
that, according to their account, are un-
bounded ; and probably terminate on the
coaft of the Pacific Ocean. The Nau-
doweflie nation, when united, confifts of
more than two thoufand warriors. The
Affinipoils, who revolted from them,
amount to about three hundred; and
leagued with the Killiftinoes, live in a
continual ftate of enmity with the other

eleven bands. s
As I proceeded up the River St. Pierre,
and had nearly reached the place where
thefe people were encamped, I obferved
two or three canoes coming down the
ftream; but no fooner had the Indians
that were on board them difcovered us,
than they rowed toward the land, and
leaping afhore with precipitation, left
their canoes to float as the current drove
them. In a few minutes I perceived
fome
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fome others ; who, as foon as they came
in fight, followed, with equal fpeed, the
example of their countrymen.

I now -thought it neceflary to proceed
with caution; and therefore kept on the
fide of the river oppofite to that on
which the Indians had landed. How=
ever, I ftill continued my courfe, fatif-
fied that the pipe of Peace which was
fixed at ‘the head of my canoe, and the
Englifh colours that were flying at the
ftern, would prove my fecurity. After
rowing about half a mile farther, in turn-
ing a point, I difcovered a great number
of tents, and ‘more than a thoufand In-
dians, at a little diftance from the fhore.
Being now nearly oppofite to them, I or-
dered my men to pull dire&tly over, as I
was willing to convince the Indians by
fuch a ftep, that I placed fome confidence
in them.

As foon as 1 had reached the land, two
of the chiefs prefented their hands to me,
and led me, amidft the aftonithed mul-
titude, who had moft of them never feen
a white man before, to a tent. Into this
we entered, and according to the cuftom
that univerfally prevails among every In-

dian
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dian nation, began to fmoke the pipe of
Peace. 'We had not fat long before the
crowd became fo great, both around, and
upon the tent, that we were in danger of
being crufhed by its fall. On this we
returned to the plain, where, having grati-
fied the curiofity of the common people,
their wonder abated, and ever after they
treated me with great refpect.

From the chiefs I met with the moft
friendly and hofpitable reception ; which
induced me, as the feafon was {o far ad-
vanced, to take up my refidence among
them during the winter. To render my
{tay as comfortable as poffible, I firft endea-
voured to learn their language. This I{oon
did, {o as to make mylelf perfectly intel-
ligible, having before acquired fome flight
knowledge of the language of thofe Indians
that live on the back of the fettlements;
and in confequence met with every accoms
modation their manner of living would af-
ford. Nor did I want for fuch amufe-
ments as tended to make fo long a period
pafs cheerfully away. I frequently hunted
with them; and at other times beheld with
pleafure their recreations and paftimes,
which I fhall defcribe hereafter.

Some-
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Sometimes I fat with the chiefs, and
whilft we fmoked the friendly pipe, en-
tertained them, in return for the accounts
they gave me of their wars and excurfions,
with a' narrative of my own adventures
and a defcription of all the battles fought
between' the Englith and the French in -
America, in many of which I had a per-
fonal fhare. They always paid great at-
tention to my details, and atked many per-
tinent queftions relative to the European
methods of making war,

I held thefe converfations with them in
a great meafure to procure from them
fome information relative, to the chief
point I had conftantly in view, that of
gaining a knowledge of the fituation and
produce, both of their own country, and
thofe that lay to the wetward of them.
Nor was [ difappointed in my defigns ,
for I procured from them much ufeful
intelligence.  ‘They likewife drew for me
plans of all the ‘countries with which
they were acquainted ; but as I enter-
tained no great opinion of their geogra-
phical knowledge, I placed not much de-’
pendence on them, and therefore think it

unneceffary to give them to the public.
e Such
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Such as I afterwards found confirmed, by
other accounts, or by my own obferva-
tions, make a part of the map prefixed to
this work. ‘They draw with a piece of
burnt coal, taken from the hearth, upon
the infide bark of the birch tree ; which is
as {fmooth as paper, and anfwers the fame
purpofes, notwithftanding it is of a yel-
low caft. ‘Their fketches are made in a
rude manner, but they feem to give as jutk
an idea of a country, although the plan is
not fo exadt, as more experienced draught{~
men could do. ‘

I left the habitations of thefe hofpi-
table Indians the latter end of April 17673
but did not part from them for feveral
days, as I was accompanied on my jour-
ney by near three hundred of them, among
whom were many chiefs, to’the mouth
of the River St. Pierre. At this feafon,
thefe bands annually go to the Great Cave,
before mentioned, to hold a grand coun-
cil with all the other bands; wherein
they fettle their operations for the enfuing
year. At the fame time they carry with
them their dead for interment bound up in
buffaloes fkins. Befides thofe that accom-

panied
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panied me, others were gone before, and
the reft were to follow.

Never did I travel with {o cheerful and
happy a company. But their mirth met
with a {fudden and temporary allay from a
violent ftorm that overtook us one day
on our paflage. We had juft landed, and
were preparing to fet up our tents for the
night, when a heavy cloud overfpread the
heavens, and the moft dreadful thunder,
Lightning, and rain iffued from it, that
ever 1 beheld.

The Indians were greatly terrified, and
ran to {uch fhelter as they could find ;
for only a few tents were as yet ereted.
Apprehenfive of the danger that might
enfue from ftanding near any thing which
could ferve for a condu&or, as the cloud
appeared to contain fuch an uncommon
quantity of the ele&rical fluid, I took my
ftand as far as poffible from any covering;
chufing rather to be expofed to the pelt-
ings of the ftorm than to receive a fatal
ftroke. At this the Indians were greatly
furprized, and drew conclufions from it
not unfavourable to the opinion they al-
ready entertained of my refolution. Yet

I acknowledge that 1 was never more
53 affeGted



]

‘affeCted in my life ; for nothing fcarcely .
could exceed the terrific fcenme. ‘The
peals of thunder were fo loud that they
thook the earth; and the lightning flath-
ed along the ground in ftreams of fulphur;
fo that the Indian chiefs themfelves, al-
though their courage in war is ufually in-
vincible, could not help trembling at the
horrid combuftion.  As foon as the ftorm
was over, they flocked around me, and
informed me, that it was a proof of the
anger of the evil fpirits, whom they were
apprehenfive that they had highly of-
fended.

. When we arrived at the Great Cave,
and the Indians had depofited the re-
mains of - their deceafed friends in the
burial-place that ftands adjacent to it,
they held their great council, into which
1 was admitted, and at the fame time had
the honour to be inftalled or adopted a
chief of their bands. On this occafion
I made the following fpeech, which I in-
fert to give my Readers a fpecimen of
the language and manner in which it is
neceflary to addrefs the Indians, fo as to
engage their attention, and to render the
{peaker’s expreflions confonant to their
; 1deas.
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ideas. - It was delivered on the firft day of
May 1767.
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¢« My brothers, chiefs of the nume-
rous and powerful Naudoweflies! I re-
joice that through my long abode with
you, I can now fpeak to you (though
after an imperfe& manner) in your
own tongue, like one of your own
children. T rejoice alfo that I have
had an opportunity {o frequently to in-
form you of the glory and power of
the Great King that reigns over the
Englith and other nations; who is de-
fcended from a very ancient race of
fovereigns, as old as the earth and wa-
ters ; whofe feet ftand on two great
iflands, larger than any you have ever
feen, amidft the greateft waters in the
world ; whofe head reaches to the fun,
and whofe arms encircle the whole
earth. The number of whofe warriors
are equal to the trees in the vallies,
the ftalks of rice in yonder marfhes,
or the blades of grafs on your great
plains. Who has hundreds of canoes of

i his own, of fuch amazing bigiefs, that

all the waters in your country would
not fuffice for one of them to fwim
F 4 R in;
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in; each of which have guns, not
{mall like mine which you fee before
you, but of fuch magnitude, that a
hundred of your ftouteft young men
would with difficulty be able to carry
one. And thefe are equally furprizing
in their operation againft the great
king’s enemies when engaged in battle;
the terror they carry with them your
language wants words to exprefs. You
may remember the other day when we
were encamping at Wadawpawmene-
{oter, the black clouds, the wind, the
fire, the ftupendous noife, the horrible
cracks, and the trembling of the earth
which then alarmed you, and gave you
reafon to think your gods were angry
with you; not unlike thefe are the war-
like implements of the Englith when
they are fighting the battles of their
great King.
¢« Several of the chiefs of your bands
have often told me, in times paft,
when I dwelt with you in your tents,
that they much wifhed to be counted
among the children and allies of the
great King my mafter. You may re-
member how often you have defired
“ me,
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me, when I return again to my owh
country, to acquaint the great King
of your good difpofition towards him
and his fubje&s, and that you wifhed
for traders from the Enghth to come
among you. Being now about to take
my leave of you, and to return to my
own country, a long way towards
the rifing fun, I again afk you to tell
me whether you continue of the fame
mind as when I {poke to you in coun-
cil laft winter ; and as there are now
feveral of your chiefs here, who came
from the great plains towards the fet-
ting of the fun, whom I have never
{poke with in council before, I afk you
to let me know if you are all will-
ing to acknowledge yourfelves the chil-
dren of my great mafter the King of
the Englith and other nations, as I
fhall take the firft opportunity to ac-
quaint him of your defires and good
intentions. I charge you not to give
heed to bad reports; for there are
wicked birds flying about among the
neighbouring nations, who may whif-
per evil things in your ears againit the
Englifh, contrary to what I have told .

6 you 3
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you; you muft not believe them, for I
have told you the truth.
¢ And as for the chiefs that are about
to go to Michillimackinac, I fhall take
care to make for them and their fuite,’
a ftraight road, fmooth waters, and 2
clear fky; that they may go there,
and {moke the pipe of Peace, and reft
fecure on a beaver blanket under the
thade of the great tree of peace. Fare-
well 17 ;
To this fpeech I received the following

anfwer, from the mouth of the principal
chief :
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““ Good brother! I am now about to
fpeak to you with the mouths of thefe
my brothers, chiefs of the eight bands
of the powerful nation of the Nau-
doweflies. We believe and are well
fatisfied in the truth of every thing
you have told us about your great na-
tion, and the Great King our greateft
father ; for whom we fpread this beaver
blanket, that his fatherly protection
may ever reft eafy and fafe amongft us
his children : your colours and your
arms agree with the accounts you have
given us about your great nation. We

¢ defire
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defire that when you return, you will
acquaint the Great King how much the
Naudoweflies with to be counted among
his good children. You may believe
us when we tell you that we will not
open our ears to any who may dare to
{peak evil of our Great Father the King
of the Englith and other nations.
¢ We thank you for what you have
done for us in making peace between
the Naudoweflies and the Chipéways,
and hope when you return to us again,
that you will complete this good work ;
and quite difpelling the clouds that in-
tervene, open the blue fky of peace,
and caufe the bloody hatchet to be deep
buried under the roots of the great tree
of peace.
¢ We wifth you to remember to repre-
fent to our Great Father, how much
we defire that traders may be fent to
abide among us, with fuch things as
we need, that the hearts of our young
men, our wives, and children may be
made glad. And may peace {ubfift be-
tween us, fo long as the fun, the moon,
the earth, and the waters fhall endure.
Farewell.”

I thought
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I thought it neceflary to caution the
Indians againft giving heed to any bad
reports that may reach them from the
neighbouring nations to the difadvantage'
of the Englith, as I had heard, at different
places through which I pafled, that emifs
faries were ftill employed by the French
to detach thofe who were friendly to the
Englith from their intereft. And I faw,
myfelf, feveral belts of Wampum  that
had been delivered for this purpefe to
fome of the tribes I was among. On the
delivery of each of thefe a Talk was held,
wherein the Indians were told that the
Englith, who were but a petty people,
had ftolen that country from their Great
Father the king of France whilft he was
afleep ; but that he would foon awake,
and take them again under his prote&ion.
Thefe I found were fent from Canada by
perfons who appeared to be well affected
towards the government under which they
lived.

Whilft T tarried at the mouth of the
River St. Pierre with thefe friendly In-
dians, I endeavoured to gain intelligence
whether any goods had been fent towards
the Falls of St. Anthony for my ufe, agreti-

able
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able to the promife I had received from
the governor when I left Michillimac-
kinac. But finding from fome Indians,
who pafled by in their return from thofe
parts, that this agreement had not been
fulfilled, I was obliged to give up all
thoughts of proceeding farther to the
north-weft by this route, according to my
original plan. I therefore returned to La
Prairie le Chien, where I procured as many
goods from the traders I left there the
preceding year as they could fpare.

As thefe however were not fufficient to
enable me to renew my firft defign, 1 de-
termined to endeavour to make my way
acrofs the country of the Chipéways to
Lake Superior; in hopes of meeting at
the Grand Portage on the north fide of it,
the traders that annually go from Michil-
limackinac to the north-weft; of whom I
doubted not but that I thould be able to
procure goods enough to anfwer my pur-
pofe, and alfo to penetrate through thofe
more northern parts to the Straights of
Annian.

And I the more readily returned to
La Prairie le Chien, as I could by that
means the better fulfil the engagement I

had



& i

i 54 3

had made to the party of Naudoweffies
mentioned at the conclufion of my {peech,
During my abode with this people, with-
ing to fecure them entirely in the intereft _
of the Englith, I had advifed fome of the

chiefs to go to Michillimackinac, where
they would have an opportunity of trad-
ing, and of hearing the accounts that I had
entertained them with of my countrymen
confirmed. At the fame time I had fur.
nithed them with a recommendation to the
governor, and given them every direcion
neceflary for their voyage. '

In confequence of this one of the prin-
cipal chiefs, and twenty-five of an inferior
rank, agreed to go the enfuing {ummer,
This they took an opportunity of doing
when they came with the ret of their
band to attend the grand council at the
mouth of the River St. Pierre, Being -
obliged, on account of the difappointment
I had juft been informed of, to return fo
far down the Miffiffippi, 1 could from
thence the more cafily fet them on their
journey.

As the intermediate parts of this river
are much frequented by the Chipéways,
with whom the Naudoweflies are conti-

nually
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nually at war, they theught it more pru-
dent, being but a {mall party, to take the
advantage of the night, than'to travel with
me by day ; accordingly no fooner was the
grand council broke up, than I took .a
friendly leave of thefe people, from whom
I had received :innumerable civilities, and
purfued once more my voyage.

I reached the eaftern fide of Lake Pepin
the fame night, where I went athore
aud encamped as ufual. - The next morn-
ing, when I had proceeded fome miles
farther, I perceived at a diftance before
me a imoke, which denoted that fome In-
dians were near; and in a thort time dif-
covered ten or twelve tents not far from
the bank of the river. As I was ap-
prehenfive that this was a party of the
Rovers I had before met with, I knew
not what courfe to purfue. My attend-
ants perfuaded me to endeavour to pafs by
them on the oppofite fide of the river;
but as I had. hitherto found that the beft
way to enfure a friendly reception from
the Indians is to meet them boldly, and
without fhewing any tokens of fear, I
would by no means confent to their pro-
pofal. Inftead of this I croffed direétly

over,
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over, and landed in the midft of them, for
by this time the greateft part of them were
ftanding on the fhore.

The firft T accofted were Chippéways
inhabiting near the Ottowaw lakes; who
received me with great cordiality, and
thook me by the hand in token of friend-
thip. At fome little diftance behind thefe
ftood a chief remarkably tall and well
made, but of {o ftern an afpet that the
moft undaunted perfon could not behold
him without feeling fome degree of terror.
He feemed to have pafled the meridian of
life, and by the mode in which he was
painted and tatowed, I difcovered that he
was of high rank. However, I approached
him in a courteous manner, and expeted
to have met with the fame reception I had
done from the others: but to my great
furprize he with-held his hand, and look-
ing fiercely at me, faid in the Chipéway
tongue, ‘¢ Cawin nifhithin faganoth,”
that is, ¢ The Englith are no good.” As
he had his tomahawk in his hand, I ex-
pected that this laconick fentence would
have been followed by a blow; to pre-
vent which I drew a piftol from my belt,
and, holding it in a carelefs pofition,

pafled
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paffed clofe by him, to let him fee I was
not afraid of him.

I learned {oon after from the other In-
dians, that this was a chief, called by the
French the Grand Sautor, or the Great
Chipéway Chief, for they denominate the
Chipéways Sautors. They likewife told
me that he had been always a fteady
friend to that people, and when they deli-
vered up Michillimackinac to the Engh{h
on their evacuation of Canada, the Grand
Sautor had {worn that he would ever re-
main the avowed enemy of its new poflef-
fors, as the territories on which the fort is
built belonged to him.

Finding him thus difpofed, I took care
to be conftantly upon my guard whilft
I ftaid ; but that he might not fuppofe 1
was driven away by his frowns, I took
up my abode there for the night. I pitch-
ed my tent at {fome diftance from the In-
dians, and had no fooner laid myfelf
down to reft, than I was awakened by my
French fervant. Having been alarmed by
the found of Indian mufic, he had run
to the outfide of the tent, where he be-
held a party of the young favages dancing
towards us in an extraordinary manner,

G each
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each carrying in his hand a torch fized on
the top of a long pole. But I fhall de-
fer any further account of this uncom=
mon entertainment, which at once fur-
prized and alarmed me, till I treat of the
Indian dances.

The next morning I continued my voy-
age, and before night reached La Prairie
le Chien; at which place the party of
Naudowelflies foon overtook me.  Not
long after the Grand Sautor alfo arrived,
and before the Naudoweflies left that place
to continue their journey to Michillimac-
kinac, he found means, in conjunétion
with fome French traders from Louifiana,
to draw from me about ten of the Nau-
doweflie chiefs, whom he prevailed upon
to gotowards thofe parts. :

The remainder proceeded, according to
my diretions, to the Englith fort ; from
whence I afterwards heard that they.re-
turned to their own country without any
unfortunate accident befalling them, and
greatly pleafed with the reception they
had met with. Whilft not more than
half of thofe who went to the fouthward,
through the difference of that fouthern
climate from their own, lived to reach

their
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their abode. And fince I came to Eng-
Iand I have been informed, that the Grand
Sautor having rendered himfelf more and
more difguftful to the Englith by his in-
veterate enmity towards them, was at
length ftabbed in his tent, as he encamp-
ed near Michillimackinac, by a trader to
whom I had related the foregoing ftory.
I thould have remarked, that whatever
Indians happen to meet at La Prairie le
Chien, the great mart to which all who in-
habit the adjacent countries refort, though
the nations to which they belong are at
war with each other, yet they are obliged
to reftrain their enmity, and to forbear
all hoftile a&s during their flay there.
This regulation has been long eftablithed
among them for their mutual conve-
nience, as without it no trade could be
- carried on. The fame rule is obferved
alfo at the Red Mountain (afterwards de-
{cribed) from whence they get the ftone
of which they make their pipes : thefe be-
ing indifpenfable to the accommodation
of every neighbouring tribe, a fimilar re-
ftrition becomes needful, and is of public
utility. ,
G 2 The
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The River St. Pierre, which runs
through the territories of the Naudowef-
fies, flows through a moft delightful coun-
try, abounding with all the neceflaries of
life, that grow {pontaneoufly ; and with
a little cultivation it might be made to
produce even the luxuries of life. Wild
rice grows here in great abundance ; and
every part is filled with trees bending un~
der their loads of fruits, fuch as plums,
grapes, and apples ; the meadows are co-
vered with hops, and many forts of ve-
getables; whilft the ground is ftored with
ufeful roots, with angelica, {pikenard, and
ground-nuts as large as hens eggs. Atal
little diftance from the fides of the river
are eminences, from which you have views
that cannot be exceeded even by the moft
beautiful of thofe I have already defcribed;
amidit thefe are delightful groves, and fuch
amazing quantities of maples, that they
would produce fugar fufficient for any
number of inhabitants.

A little way from the mouth of this
river, on the north fide of it, ftands a
hill, one part of which, that towards the
Miffiffippi, is compofed entirely of white
ftone, of the fame foft nature as that I

have
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have before defcribed ; for fuch, indeed, is
all the ftone in this country. But what
appears remarkable is, that the colour of it
is as white as the driven fhow. The out-
ward part of it was crumbled by the wind
and weather into heaps of fand, of which
a beautiful compofition might be made.;
or, I am of opinion that, when properly
treated, the ftone itfelf would grow harder
by time, and have a very noble effe& in
architeture,

Near that branch which is termed the
Marble River, is a mountain, from whence
the Indians get a fort of red ftone, out of
which they hew the bowls of their pipes.
In fome of thefe parts is found a black hard
clay, or rather ftone, of which the Nau-
doweffies make their family utenfils. ‘This
country likewife abounds with a milk-
white clay, of which China ware might be
made equal in goodnefs to the Afiatic;
and alfo with a blue clay that ferves the
Indians for paint; with this laft they con-
trive, by mixing it with the red ftone pow-
dered, to paint themfelves of different co-
lours. 'Thofe that can get the blue clay
here mentioned, paint themfelves very
much with it; particularly when they are

(=3 about
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about to begin their f{ports and paftimes.
It is alfo efteemed by them a mark of
peace, as it has a refemblance of a blue
fky, which with them is a {fymbol of it,
and made ufe of in their fpeeches as a
figurative expreflion to denote peace. When
they with to thew that their inclinations
are pacific towards other tribes, they great-
ly ornament both themfelves and their
belts with it.

Having concluded my bufinefs at La
Prairie le Chien, I proceeded once more
up the Mifliffippi as far as the place .
where the Chipéway River enters it a
little below Lake Pepin. Here, having
engaged an Indian pilot, I direfted him
to iteer towards the Ottawaw Lakes which
lie near the head of this river. 'This he
did, and I arrived at them the beginning
of July.

The Chipéway River, at its junétion
with the Miffiffippi, is about eighty yards
wide, but is much wider as you ad-
vance into it. Near thirty miles up it
{eparates into two branches, and I took
my courfe through that which lies to the
caftward.

The
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The country adjoining to the river, for
about fixty miles, 1s very level, and on its
banks lie fine meadows, where larger
droves of buffaloes and elks were feeding,
than T had obferved in any other part of
my travels. The track between the two
branches of this river is termed the Road
of War between the Chipéway and Nau-
doweflie Indians.

The country to the Falls marked in
the plan at the extent of the traders tra-
vels, is almoft without any timber, and
above that very uneven and rugged, and
clofely wooded with pines, beech, maple, -
and birch. Here a moft remarkable and
aftonithing fight prefented itfelf to my
view. In a wood, on the eaft of the
river, which was about three quarters
of a mile in length, and in depth far-
ther than my eye could reach, I obferv-
ed that every tree, many of which were
more than fix feet in circumference, was
lying flat on the ground torn up by
the roots. ‘This appeared to have been
done by fome extraordinary hurricane
that came from the weft fome years ago,
but how many I could not learn, as I
found no inhabitants near jt, of whom I

G 4 could
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could gain information. ‘The country on
the welt fide of the river, from being lefs
woody, had efcaped in a great meafure this
havock, as only a few trees were blown
down,

Near the heads of this river is a town
of the Chipeways, from whence it takes
its' name. It is fituated on each fide of
the river (which at this place is of no con-
fiderable breadth) and lies adjacent to the
banks of a {fmall lake. ‘This town con-
tains about forty houfes, and can fend out
upwards of one hundred warriors, many
of whom were fine ftout young men. The
houfes of it are built after the Indian man-
ner, and have neat plantations behind them;
but the inhabitants, in general, fecemed
to be the naftieft people I had ever been
among. I obferved that the women and
children indulged themfelves in a cuftom,
which though common, in fome degree,
throughout every Indian nation, appears
to be, according to our ideas, of the moft
naufeous and indelicate nature ; that of
fearching each other’s head, and eating the
prey caught therein,

In July I left this town, and having
erofled a number of fmall lakes and car-

ryin_g
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rying places that intervened, came to a
head branch of the River St. Croix. This
branch I defcended to a fork, and then
afcended another to its fource. On both
thefe rivers 1 difcovered feveral mines of
virgin copper, which was as pure as that
found 1n any other country.

Here 1 came to a fmall brook, which
my guide thought might be joined at {fome
diftance by ftreams that would at length
render it navigable. The water at firfk
was {o {canty, that my canoe would by
no means {wim in it; but having {topped
up feveral old beaver dams which had been
broken down by the hunters, I was en-
abled to proceed for fome miles, till by the
conjunétion of a few hbrooks, thefe aids
became no longer neceflary. In a fhort
time the water increafed to a moft rapid
river, which we defcended till it. entered
into Lake Superior. This river I named
after a gentleman that defired to accompany
me from the town of the Ottagaumies to
the Carrying Place on Lake Superiar, God-
dard’s River.

To the weft of this is another {fmall
river, which alfo empties itfelf into the
Lake. This I termed Strawberry River,

from
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from the great number of ftrawberrics of
a good fize and fine flavour that grew on
1ts banks.

The country from the Ottawaw Lakes
to Lake Superior is in general very un-
even .and thickly covered with woods,
The foil in fome places tolerably good,
in others but indifferent. In the heads of
the St. Croix and the Chipéway Rivers
are exceeding fine fturgeon.  All the wil-
dernefs between the Miffiflippi and Lake
Superior is called by the Indians the Mof-
chettoe country, and I thought it moft
juftly named; for, it being then their
feafon, T never faw or felt fo many of
thofe infe&ts in my life.

The latter end of July T arrived, after
having coafted through Weft Bay, at the
Grand Portage, which lies on the north-
weft borders of Lake Superior., Here
thofe who go on the north-weft trade,
to the Lakes De Pluye, Dubois, &c.
carry over their canoes and baggage about
nine miles, till they come to a num-
ber of fmall lakes, the waters of fome
of which defcend into Lake Superior, and
others into the River Bourbon. Lake Su-
perior from Weft Bay to this place is

bounded
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bounded by rocks, except towards the
fouth-weft part of the Bay where I firft
entered it, there it was tolerably level.

At the Grand Portage is a {mall bay,
before the entrance of which lies an ifland
that intercepts the dreary and uninter-
rupted view over the Lake which other-
wife would have prefented itfelf, and
makes the bay ferene and pleafant.  Here
I met a large party of the Killiftinoe and
Affinipoil Indians, with their refpective
kings and their families. They were
come to this place in order to meet the
traders from Michillimackinac, who make
this their road to the north-weft. From
them T received the following account of
the Lakes that lie to the north-weft of
Lake Superior.

1ake Bourbon, the moft northern of
thofe yet difcovered, received its name
from fome French traders who accompa-
nied a party of Indians to Hudfon’s Bay
fome years ago; and was thus denomi-
nated by them in honour of the royal fa-
mily of France. It is compofed of the
waters of the Bourbon River, which, as
1 have before obferved, rifes a great way

to
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to the fouthward, not far from the northern
heads of the Miffiffippi.

This Lake is about eighty miles in
length, north and fouth, and is nearly cig-
cular, It has no very large iflands on it
The land on the eaftern fide s very good;
and to the fouth-weft there are fome
mountains ; in many other parts there are
barren plains, bogs, and morafies. TIts Ja-
titude is between fifty-two and fifty-four
degrees north, and it Iies nearly {outh-
welt from Hudfon’s Bay. As through
its northern fituation the weather there is
extremely cold, only a few animals are
to be found in the country that borders
on it. ‘They gave me but an indifferent
account either of the beafts, birds, or fithes.
There are indeed fome buffaloes of a {mall
fize, which are fut and good about the
Iatter end of fummer, with a few moofe
and carribboo deer; however this defi-
ciency is made up by the furs of every
fort that are to be met with in great plenty
around the Lake. ‘The timber growing
here is chiefly fiy, cedar, {pruce, and fome
maple.

Lake Winnepeek, or as the French
write it Lac Ouinipique, which lies near-

eft
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eft to the foregoing, is compofed of the
fame waters. It is in length about two
hundred miles north and fouth ; its breadth
has never been properly afcertained, but
is fuppofed to be about one hundred
miles in its wideft part. This Lake is
very full of iflands ; thefe are, however,
of no great magnitude. Many confi-
derable rivers empty themfelves into it,
which, as yet, are not diftinguithed by
any names. The waters are ftored with
fith, fuch as trout and fturgeon, and alfo
with others of a {maller kind peculiar to
thefe Lakes.

The land on the fouth-weft part of it is
very good, efpecially about the entrance
of a large branch of the River Bourbon
which flows from the fouth-weft. On this
River there is a factory that was bult
by the French called Fort La Reine, to
which the traders from Michillimackinac
refort to trade with the Affinipoils and
Killiftinoes. To this place the Mahahs,
who inhabit a country two hundred and
fifty miles fouth-weft, come alfo to trade
with them ; and bring great quantities of
Indian corn to exchange for knives, toma-
hawks, and other articles. Thefe people are

fuppofed
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fuppofed to dwell on fome of the branches
of the River of the Weft.

Lake Winnepeek has on the north-caft
fome mountains, and on the eaft many
barren plains. The maple or fugar tree
grows here in great plenty, and there is
likewife gathered an amazing quantity of
rice, which proves that grain will flourifh
in thefe northern climates as well as in
warmer. Buffaloes, carribboo, and moofe
deer, are numerous in thefe parts. ‘The
buffaloes of this country differ from thofe
that are found more to the fouth only
in fize; the former being much {maller :
jult as the black cattle of the northern
parts of Great Britain differ from Englith
oxen.

On the waters that fall into this Lake,
the neighbouring nations take great num-
bers of excellent furs. Some of thefe
they carry to the faGories and fettle-
ments belonging to the Hudfon’s Bay
Company, fituated above the entrance of
the Bourbon River: but this they do
with relu@ance on feveral accounts ; for
fome of the Affinipoils and Killiftinoes,
who ufually traded with the Company’s
fervants, told me, that if they could be

' dutc
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{ure of a conflant fupply of goods from
Michillimackinac, they would not trade
any where elfe. They thewed me {fome
cloth and other articles that they had
purchafed at Hudfon’s Bay, with which
they were much diffatisfied, thinking they
had been greatly impofed upon in the
barter.

Allowing that their accounts were
true, I could not help joining in their
opinion. But this diflatisfation might
probably proceed, in a great meafure,
from the intrigues of the Canadian trad-
ers: for whil{t the French were in pof-
feflion of Michillimackinac, having ac-
quired a thorough knowledge of the trade
of the north-weft countries, they were
employed on that account, after the re-
du&ion of Canada, by the Englifh trad-
ers there, in the eftablithment of this
trade with which they were themfelves
quite unacquainted. One of the methods
they took to withdraw thefe Indians from
their attachment to the Hudfon’s Bay
Company, and to engage their good opi-
nion in behalf of their new employers,
was by depreciating on all occafions the
Company’s goods, and magnifying the

' advantages



<

%2

advantages that would arife to them fromi
trafficking entirely with the Canadiag
traders. In this they too well fucceeded,
and from this, doubtlefs, did the diffa:
tisfaltion the Affinipoils and Killiftinoes
exprefled to me, partly procced. But
another reafon augmented it; and this
was the length of their journey to the
Hudfon’s Bay fa&ories, which, they in-
formed me, took them up three months
during the fummer heats to go and re-
turn, and from the fmallnefs of their ca-
noes they could not carry more than a
third of the beavers they killed. So that
it 1s not to be wondered at, that thefe
Indians thould with to have traders come
to refide among them. It is true that
the parts they inhabit are within the li-
mits of the Hudfon’s Bay territories, but
the Company muft be under the necef«
fity of winking at an encroachment of
this kind, as the Indians would without
doubt protect the traders when among
them. Befides, the paffports granted to the
traders that go from Michillimackinac give
them liberty to trade to the north-weft
about Lake Superior; by which is meant
Fort La Reine, Lake Winnepeek, or any

other
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other parts of the waters of the Bourbon
River, where the Couriers de Bois, or
T'raders, may make it moft convenient to
refide.

Lac du Bois, as it is commonly termed
by the French in their maps, or in Eng-
lith the Lake of the Wood, is fo called
from the multiplicity of wood growing
on its banks; fuch as oaks, pines, firs,
{pruce, &c. 'This Lake lies ftill higher
up a branch of the River Bourbon, and
nearly eaft from the fouth end of ILake
Winnepeek. It is of great depth in fome
places. Its length from eaft to weft about
feventy miles, and its greateft breadth
about forty miles. It has but few iflands,
and thefe of no great magnitude. ‘L'he
fithes, fowls, and quadrupeds that are
found near it, vary but little from thofe
-of the other two lakes. A few of the
Killiftinoe Indians fometimes encamp on
the borders of it to fith and hunt.

This Lake lies in the communication
between Lake Superior, and the Lakes
Winnepeek and Bourbon. Its waters are
not efteemed quite fo pure as thofe of the
other lakes, it having, in many places, a

muddy bottom.
H Lac
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Lac La Pluye, fo called by the French,
in Englith the Rainy Lake, is fuppofed
to have acquired this name from the firft
travellers, that pafled over it, meeting
with an uncommon deal of rain; or, as
{fome have affirmed, from a mift like rain
occafioned by a perpendicular water-fall
that empties itfelf into a river which lies
to the {fouth-weft. '

This Lake appears to be divided by an
ifthmus, near the middle, into two parts:
the weft part is called the Great Rainy
Lake, the eaft, the Little Rainy Lake,
as being the leaft divifion. It lies a few
miles farther to the eaftward, on the fame
branch of the Bourbon, than the laft-
mentioned Lake. It is in general very -
thallow in its depth. The broadeft part
of it is not more than twenty miles, its
Iength, including both, about three hun-
dred miles. In the weft part the water
is very clear and good; and fome excellent
fith are taken in it. A great many fowl
refort here at the fall of the year. Moofe
deer are to be found in great plenty, and
likewife the carribboo; whofe fkin for
breeches or gloves exceeds by far any

other to be met with in North-America.
The
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The land on the borders of this Lake is
efteemed in fome places very good, but
rather too thickly covered with wood.
Here refide a confiderable band of the Chi-
péways. ;

Eaftward from this Lake lie feveral
{mall ones, which exte:d in a ftring to
the great carrying place, and from thence
into Lake Superior, Between thefe little
Lakes are feveral carrying places, which
renders the trade to the north-weft diffi-
cult to accomplith, and exceedingly  te-
dious, as it takes two years to make one
voyage from Michillimackinac to thefe
- parts.

Red Lake is a comparatively fimall
lake at the head of a branch of the
Bourbon River, which is called by fome
Red River. Its form is nearly round,
and about fixty' miles in circumference.
On one fide of it is a tolerable large
ifland, clofe by which a {mall river en-
ters. It bears almoft fouth-caft both from
Lake Winnepeek and from [ake du Bois.
The parts adjacent are very little known,
or frequented, even by the {avages them-
felves.

H 2 Not
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Not far from this Lake, a little to the
fouth-weft, is another called White Bear
I ake, which is nearly about the fize of
the laft mentioned. The waters that com-
pofe this Lake are the moft northern of
any that fupply the Miffiffippi, and may
be called with propriety its moft remote
Gurce. It is fed by two or three fmall
fivers or rather large brooks. ‘

A fow miles from it, to the fouth-eaft,
are a great number of {mall lakes, none
of which are more than ten miles in cif-
cumference, that are called the Thoufand
Lakes. In the adjacent country is reck-
oned the fineft hunting for furs of any
on this continent ; the Indians who hunt
here icldom returning without having
their canoes loaded as deep as they can
fwim.

Having juft before obferved that this
Jake is the utmoft northern fource of
the Miffiffippi, I fhall here further re-
mark, that before this river enters the
Gulph of Mexico, it has not run lefs,
through all its meanderings, than three
thoufand miles; or, in a ftrait line from
north to fouth, about twenty degrees,

which
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which is nearly fourteen hundred Englith
miles. :

Thefe Indians informed me, that to
the north-weft of Lake Winnepeek lies
another, whofe circumference vaftly ex-
ceeded any they had given me an account
of. They defcribe it as much larger than
Lake Superior. But as it appears to be
fo far to the north-weft, 1 thould imagine
that it was not a lake, but rather the
Archipelago or broken waters that form
the communication between Hudfon’s Bay
and the northern parts of the Pacific
Ocean.

There are an infinite number of \fmall
lakes, on the more weftern parts of the
weftern head-branches of the Miffiffippi,
as well as between thefe and Lake Win-
nepeek, but none of them are large enough
to {uppofe either of them to be the lake
or waters meant by the Indians.

They likewife informed me, that fome
of the northern branches of the Meflorie
and the fouthern branches of the St. Pierre
have a communication with each other,
except for a mile; over which they carry
their canoes. And by what I could learn
from them, this is the road they take

H 3 when
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when their war parties make their excurs
fions upon the Pawnees and Pawnawnees,
pations inhabiting fome branches of the
Meflotie River. In the country belong-
iug to thefe people it is faid, that Man-
drakes are frequently found, -a {pecies of *
root refembling human beings of both
fexes; and that thefe are more perfett
than fuch as are difcovered about the Nile
in Nether-Ethiopia. 4
A little to the north-weft of the heads
of the Meflorie and the St. Pierre, the
Indians further told me, that there was a
nation rather fmaller and whiter than the
neighbouring tribes, who cultivate the
ground, and (as far as I could gather
from their expreflions) in fome meafure,
the arts. To this account they added
that fome of the nations, who inhabit
thofe parts that lie to the weft of the
Shining Mountains, have gold {o plenty
among them that they make their moft
common utenfils of it. Thefe mountains
(which I fhall defcribe more particularly
hereafter) divide the waters that fall into
the South Sea from thofe that run into -
the Atlantic,
The
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The people dwelling near them are
fuppofed to be fome of the different tribes
that were tributary to the Mexican kings,
and who fled from their native country to
feek an afylum in thefe parts, about the
time of the conqueft of Mexico by the
Spaniards, more than two centuries ago.

As {ome confirmation of this fuppofi-
tion it is remarked, that they have chofen
the moft interior parts for their retreat,
being ftill prepofiefled with a notion that
the fea-coafts have been infefted ever fince
with monfters vomiting fire, and hurling
about thunder and lightning; from whofe
bowels iffued men, who, with unfeen
inftruments, or by the power of magick,
killed the harmlefs Indians at an aftonith-
ing diftance. From fuch as thefe, their
fore-fathers (according to a tradition among
them that ftill remains unimpaired) fled
to the retired abodes they now inhabit.
For as they found that the floating mon-
fters which had thus terrified them could
not approach the land, and that thofe
who had defcended from their fides did
not care to make excurfions to any con-
fiderable diftance from them, they form-
ed a refolution to betake themfelves to

H4 fome
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fome country, that lay far from the fea-
coafts, where only they could be fecure
from fuch diabolical enemies. ‘They ac-
cordingly fet out with their families, and
after a long peregrmatxon, fettled them-
felves near thefe mountains, where they
concluded they had found a place of per-
fe& iecurity.

The Winnebagoes, dwelling on the
Fox River (whom 1 have already treated
of) are likewife fuppofed to be fome ftroll-
ing band from the Mexican countries.
Rut they are able to give only an imper-:
fe& account of their original refidence,
They fay they formerly came a great way
from the weftward, and were driven by
wars to take refuge among the Naudowef-
fies; but as they are entirely ignorant of
the arts, or of the value of gold, it is ra-
ther to be fuppofed, that they were driven:
from their ancient fettlements by the above-
- mentioned emigrants, as they paffed on
towards. their prefent habitation.

Thefe {uppofitions, however, may want
confirmation ; for the {fmaller tribes of In-
dians are fubject to fuch various alterations
in their places of abode, from the wars
they are contmually engaged in, thatit is

almoft
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almoft impoffible to afcertain, after half a
century, the original fituation of any of
them.

That range of mountains, of which the
Shining Mountains are a part, begin at
Mexico, and continuing northward on the
back, or to the eaft of California, feparate
the waters of thofe numerous rivers that
fall cither into the Gulph of Mexico, or
the Gulph of California. From thence
continuing their courfe ftill northward,
between the fources of the Miffiffippi and
the rivers that run into the South Sea,
they appear to end in about forty-feven ot
forty-eight degrees of north latitude ; where
a number of rivers arife, and empty them-
felyes either into the South Sea, into Hud-
fon’s Bay, or into the waters that com=
municate between thefe two {eas.

Among thefe mountains, thofe that lie
to the weft of the River St. Pierre, are
called the Shining Mountains, from an
infinite number of chryftal ftones, of an
amazing fize, with which they are cover-
ed, and which, when the fun fhines full
upon them, fparkle {o as to be feen at a
yery great diftance.

This
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This extraordinary range of mountaing
is‘caleulated to be more than three thou-
fand miles in length, without any very
confiderable ‘intervals, ‘which I believe
forpafles any thing of the kind in the
other quarters of the globe. Probably in
future ages they may be found to contain
more riches in their bowels, than thofe of
Indoftan and Malabar, or that are produ=~
ced on the Golden Coaft of Guinea; nor
will T except even the Peruvian Mines,
To the weft of thefe mountains, when ex-
plored by future Columbufes or Raleighs,
may be found other lakes, rivers, and
countries, full fraught with all the necef-
faries or luxuries of life; and where fu~

tore generations may find an afylum,

whether driven from their country by the
ravages of lawlefs tyrants, or by religious
perfecutions, or relu@antly leaving it to
remedy the inconveniences arifing from
a' fuperabundant increafe of inhabitants ;
whether, T fay, impelled by thefe, or al-
tured by hopes of commercial advantages,
there is little doubt but their expetations
will be fully gratified in thefe rich and
unexhaufted climes,

/7
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But to return to the Affinipoils and
Killiftinoes, whom I left at the Grand
Portage, and from whom I received the
foregoing account of the lakes that lie to
the north-weft of this place. _

The traders we expeéted being later this
{eafon than ufual, and our numbers very
confiderable, for there were more than
three hundred of us, the ftock of provi-

fion we had brought with us was nearly -

exhaufted, and we waited with impatience
for their arrival.
~ One day, whilft we were all exprefling
our wifhes for this defirable event, and
looking from an eminence in hopes of
Afeeing them come over the lake, the
chief prieft belonging to the band of the
Killiftinoes told us, that he would en-
deavour to obtain a conference with the
Great Spirit, and know from him when
the traders would arrive, 1 paid little at-
tention to this declaration, fuppofing that
it would be produltive of fome juggling
trick, juft fufficiently covered to deceive
the ignorant Indians. But the king of
that tribe telling me that this was chiefly
undertaken by the prieft to alleviate my
anxicty, and at the fame time to convince
me
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me how much intereft he had with the
Great Spirit, I thought it neceflary to re-
ftrain my animadverfions on his defign.

The following evening was fixed upon
for-this fpiritual conference. When every
thing had been properly prepared, the
king came to me and led me to a capa-
cious tent, the covering of which was
drawn up, {0 as to render what was tranf-
afting within vifible to thofe who ftood
without. We found the tent furrounded
by a great number of the Indians, but
we readily gained admiffion, and feated
ourfelves on fkins laid on the ground for
that purpofe.

In the centre I obferved that there was
a place of an oblong thape, which was
compofed of ftakes ftuck in the ground,
with intervals between, o as to form a
kind of cheft or coffin, large enough to
contain the body of a man. Thefe were
of a middle fize, and placed at fuch 2 dift
tance from each other, that whatever lay
within them was readily to be difcerned.
The tent was perfeitly illuminated by a
great number of torches made of fplinters
cut from the pine or birch tree, which the
Indians held in their hands,

In
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- " In a few minutes the prieft entered;
when an amazing large elk’s fkin being
fpread on the ground, juft at my feet, he
laid himfelf down upon it, after having
ftript himfelf of every garment except that
which he wore clofe about his middle.
Being now proftrate on his back, he firft
laid hold of one fide of the fkin, and
folded it over him, and then the other;
leaving only his head uncovered. ‘This
was no fooner done, than two of the
young men who ftood by took about forty
yards of {trong cord, made alfo of an elk’s
‘hide, and rolled it tight round his body,
fo that he was completely fwathed within
the fkin. Being thus bound up like an
Egyptian Mummy, one took him by the
heels, and the other by the head, and
lifted him over the pales into the inclo-
fure. I could alfo now difcern him as
plain as I had hitherto done, and I took
care not to turn my eyes a moment from
the obje@ before me, that I might the
more readily deteét the artifice ; for fuch
1 doubted not but that it would turn out
to be.

The prieft had not lain in this fituation
more than a few feconds, when he began

to
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to mutter. 'This he continued to dg fop
fome time, and then by degrees grew
louder and louder, till at length he fpoke
articulately ; however what he uttered was
in fuch a mixed jargon of the Chipéway,
Ottowaw, and Killiftinoe languages, that
I could underftand but very little of it
Having continued in this tone for a con-
fiderable while, he at laft exerted his voice
to its utmoft pitch, fometimes raving and
fometimes -praying, till he had worked
himfelf into fuch an agitation, that he
foamed at his mouth. A
After having remained near three quar~
ters of an hour in the place, and contj
nued his vociferation with unabated vigor,
he feemed to be quite exhaufted, and re-
mained fpeechlefs. But in an inftant he
{prung upon his feet, notwithftanding at
the time he was put in, it appeared im-
pofiible for him to move either hjs legs or
arms, and thaking off his covering, as
quick as if the bands with which it had
been bound were burned afunder, he be-
gan to addrefs thofe who ftood around ina
firm and audible voice, ¢ My Brothers,”
faid he, ¢ the Great Spirit has deigned
“ to hold a Talk with his fervant at my
‘¢ earneft

g

A
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« earneft requeft. He has not, indeed,
¢ told me when the perfons we expe&
<¢ will be here, but to-morrow, foon after
¢ the fun has reached his higheft point in
< the heavens, a canoe will arrive, ‘and
«¢ the people in that will inform us when
¢ the traders will come.” Having faid
this, he ftepped out of the inclofure, and
after he had put on his robes, difmifled
the affembly. I own I was greatly af-
tonifhed at what I had feen; but as I ob-
ferved that every eye in the company was
fixed on me with a view to difcover my
fentiments, I carefully concealed every
emotion.

The next day the fun fhone bright,
and long before noon all the Indians were
gathered together on the eminence that
overlooked the lake. The old king came
to me and atked me, whether I had fo
much confidence in what the prieft had
foretold, as to join his people on the hill,
and wait for the completion of it? I told
him I was at a lofs what opinion to form
of the predition,. but that I would readily
attend him. On this we walked together
to the place where the others were affem-
bled. Every eye was again fixed by turns

on
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on me and-on the lake; when juft as the
fun had reached his zenith, agreeable to
what the prieft had foretold, a canoe came
round a point of land about a league dif-
tant. The Indians no fooner beheld it,
than they fent up an univerfal thout, and
by their looks feecmed to triumph in the
intereft their prieft thus evidently had with
the Great Spirit.

In lefs than an hour the canoe reached
the thore, when 1 attended the king and
chiefs to receive thofe who were on board.
As {oon as the men were landed, we
walked all together to the king’s tent,
when according to their invariable cuftom
we began to fmoke; and this we did, not-
withftanding our impatience to know the
tidings they brought, without afking any
queftions; for the Indians are the moft
deliberate people in the world. However,
after {ome trivial converfation, the kingin-
quired of them whether they had feen any
thing of the traders? the men replied, that
they had parted from them a few days be-
fore, and that they propofed being here
the fecond day from the prefent. ‘They
accordingly arrived at that time greatly
to our fatisfattion, but more particularly

fo



[ 129 ]

{o to that of the Indians, who found by
this event the importance both of their
prieft and of their nation, greatly aug-
mented in the fight of a ftranger.

This ftory 1 acknowledge appears to
carry with it marks of great credulity in
the relator. But no one is lefs tinGtured
with that weaknefs than myfelf. ‘The
circumftances of it I own are of a very
extraordinary nature ; however, as I can
vouch for their being free from either
exaggeration or mifreprefentation, being
myfelf a cool and difpaffionate obferver
of them all, I thought it neceflary to give
them to the public.  And this I do with-
out withing to miflead the judgment of
my Readers, or to make any fuperftitious
impreffions on their minds, but leaving
them to draw from it what conclufions
they pleafe.

I have already obferved that the Af-
finipoils, with a part of whom I met
here, are a revolted band of the Nau-
doweffies ; who on account of fome real
or imagined grievances, for the Indians in
general are very tenacious of their liberty,
had feparated themfelves from their coun-
trymen, and fought for freedom at the

I expence
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expence of their eafe. For the country
they now inhabit about the borders of Lake
Winnepeek, being much farther north,
is not near fo fertile or agreeable as that
they have relinquithed. They ftill retain
the language and manners of their former
aflociates. _

The Killiftinoes, now the neighbours
and allies of the Affinipoils, for they
alfo dwell near the fame Lake and on
the waters of the River Bourbon, appear
to have been originally a tribe of the Chi-
péways, as they fpeak their language,
though in a different dialect. Their na-
tion confifts of about three or four hun-
dred warriors, and they feem to be a
hardy brave people. I have already given
an account of their country when I treated
of Lake Winnepeek. As they refide with-
in the limits of Hudfon’s Bay, they ge-
nerally trade at the faGtories which be-
long to that Company, but, for the reafons
mentioned before, they frequently come
to the place where I happened to join them,
in order to meet the traders from Michil-
limackinac.

The anxiety T had felt on account of
the traders delay, was not much alle-

viated
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viated by their arrival. I again found my
expeftations difappointed, for I was not
able to procure the goods I wanted from
any of them. I was therefore obliged to
give over my defigns, and return to the
place from whence 1 firft began my ex-
tenfive circuit. I accordingly took leave
of the old king of the Killiftinoes, with
the chiefs of both bands, and departed.
This prince was upwards of fixty years
of age, tall and {flightly made, but he car-
ried himfelf very eret.  He was of a
courteous, affable difpofition, and treated
me, as did all the chiefs, with great ci-
vility, -

I obferved that this people ftill conti-
nued a cuftom, that appeared to have been
univerfal before any of them became ac-
quainted with the manners of the Euro-
peans, that of complimenting ftrangers with
the company of their wives ; and this is
not only praétifed by the lower ranks, but
by the chiefs themfelves, who efteem it
the greateft proof of courtely they can
give a ftranger. ‘

The beginning of O&ober, after hav-
ing coafted round the north and eaft bor-
ders of Lake Superior, I arrived at Cadot’s

15 Fort,
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Fort, which adjoins to the: Falls of St.
Marie, and is fituated near the fouth-weft
corner of it.

Lake Superior, formerly termed the
Upper Lake from its northern fituation, 1s
{o called on account of its being fuperior
in magnitude to any of the lakes on that
vaft continent. It might juftly be termed
the Cafpian of America, and is fuppofed
to be the largeft body of frefh water on
the globe. Its circumference, according
to the French charts, is about fifteen hun-
dred miles ; but I believe, that if it was
coafted round, and the utmoft extent of
every bay taken, it would exceed fixteen
hundred.

After I firft entered it from Goddard’s
River on the weft Bay, I coafted near
twelve hundred miles of the north and
eaft fhores of it, and obferved that the
greateft part of that extenfive traft was
bounded by rocks and uneven ground.
The water in general appeared to lie on a
bed of rocks. When it was calm, and
the fun fhone bright, I could fit in my
canoe, where the depth was upwards of
{ix fathoms, and plainly fee huge piles of
ftone at the bottom, of different fhapes,

fome
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fome of which appeared as if they were
hewn. The water at this time was as
pure and tranfparent as air; and my canoe
feemed as if it hung fufpended in that ele-
ment. It was impoffible to look atten-
tively through this limpid medium at the
rocks below, without finding, before many
minutes were elapfed, your head fwim,
and your eyes no longer able to behold
the dazzling fcene.

I difcovered alfo by accident another ex-
traordinary property in the waters of this
Lake. Though it was in the month of
July that I pafled over it, and the furface
of the water, from the heat of the fuper-
ambient air, impregnated with no {mall
degree of warmth, yet on letting down a
cup to the depth of about a fathom, the
water drawn from thence was {o exceflive-
ly cold, that it had the fame effe& when
received into the mouth as ice.

The fituation of this Lake is varioully
laid down; but from the moft exa& ob-
fervations I could make, it lies between
forty-fix and fifty degrees of north lati-
tude, and between eighty-four and ninety-
three degrees of weft longitude from the

meridian of London.
: 3 There
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There are many iflands in this Lake,
two of which are very large; and if
the land of them is proper for culti-
vation, there appears to be fufficient to
form on each a confiderable province; efpe-
cially on IHle Royal, which cannot be
lefs than an hundred miles long, and in
many places forty broad. But there is
no way at prefent of afcertaining the ex-
a& length or breadth of either. Even
the French, who always kept a {mall
{chooner on this lake whilft they were in
poffetlion of Canada, by which they could
have made this difcovery, have only ac-
quired a flight knowledge of the external
parts of thefe iflands; at leaft they have
never publifhed any account of the inter
nal parts of them, that 1 could get intel-
ligence of.

Nor was I able to difcover from any
of the converfations which I held with
the neighbouring Indians, that they had
ever made any fettlements on them, or
even landed there in their hunting ex-
curfions. From what I could gather
by their difcourfe, they fuppofe them to
have been, from their firft information,
the refidence of the Great Spirit; and

relate



[ 135 ]
relate many ridiculous ftories of enchant-
ment and magical tricks that had been
experienced by fuch as were obliged
through ftrefs of weather to take thelter on
them.

One of the Chipéway chiefs told me,
that fome of their people being once dri-
ven on the ifland of Mauropas, which lies
towards the north-caft part of the Lake,
found on it large quantities of a heavy
thining yellow fand, that from their de-
{cription muft have been gold duft. Be-
ing firuck with the beautiful appearance
of it, in the morning, when they re-en-
tered their canoe, they attempted to bring
fome away ; but a {pirit of an amaz-
ing fize, according to their account fixty
feet in height, ftrode into the water after
them, and commanded them to deliver
back what they had taken away. Terri-
fied at his gigantic ftature, and feeing that
he had nearly overtaken them, they were
glad to reftore their thining treafure; on
which they were fuffered to depart with-
out further moleftation. ~ Since this in-
cident, no Indian that has ever heard
of it, will venture near the fame haunted
coaft. Befides this, they recounted to me

13T many
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many other ftories of thefe iflands, equally
fabulous.

The country on the north and eaft
parts of Lake Superior is very mountain-
ous and barren. The weather being in-
tenfely cold in the winter, and the fun
having but little power in the {fummer,
vegetation there is very flow; and confe-
quently but little fruit is to be found on
its thore. It however produces fome few
fpecies in great abundance. Whirtle-
berries of an uncommon fize, and fine
flavour, grow on the mountains near the
Lake in amazing quantities ; as do black
currants and goofberries in the fame luxu-
riant manner.

But the fruit which exceeds all the
others, is a berry refembling a rafberry n
its manner of growth, but of a lighter red,
and much larger; its tafte is far more de-
licious than the fruit I have compared
it to, notwithftanding that is fo highly
efteemed in Europe : it grows on a fhrub
of the nature of a vine, with leaves fimilar
to thofe of the grape; and I am perfuaded
that was 1t tranfplanted into a warmer and
more kindly climate, it would prove a
moft rare and delicious fruit.

Two
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Two very large rivers empty them-
{elves into this Lake, on the north and
north-eaft fide; one is called the Nipe-
gon River, or, as the French pronounce
it, the Allanipegon, which leads to a band
of the Chipéways, inhabiting a lake of
the fame name, and the other 1s termed
the Michipicooton River, the fource of
which is fituated towards James’s Bay,
from whence there is but a fhort carriage
to another river, which empties itfelf into
that bay, at a fort belonging to the Com-
pany. It was by this paflage that a
party of French from Michillimackinac
invaded the fettlements of that Society in
the reign of Queen Anne, Having taken
and deftroyed their forts, they brought
the cannon which they found in them
to the fortrefs from whence they had
iffued ; thefe were {mall brafs pieces, and
remain there to this prefent time ; hav-
ing, through the ufual revolutions of for-
tune, returned to the pofleflion of their
former mafters.

Not far from the Nipegon is a fmall
river, that, juft before it enters the Lake,
has a perpendicular fall from the top of
a mountain, of more than fix hundred

feet,
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feet. Being very narrow, it appears at 3
diftance like a white garter {ufpended in
the air. )

A few Indians inhabit round the eaftern
borders of this lake, fuppofed to be the
remains of the Algonkins, who formerly
pofiefled this country, but who have beep
nearly extirpated by the Iroquois of Ca-
nada. Lake Superior has near forty ri-
vers that fall into it, fome of which are
of a confiderable fize. On the fouth fide
of it is a remarkable point or cape, of
about fixty miles in length, called Point
Chegomegan. It might as properly be
termed a peninfula, as it is nearly {epa-
rated from the continent, on the eaft fide,
by a narrow bay that extends from eaft to
weft. Canoes have but a fhort portage
acrofs the ifthmus, whereas if they coaft
it round, the voyage is more than an hun-
dred miles.

About that diftance to the weft of the
cape juft defcribed, a confiderable river
falls into the Lake, the head of which is
compofed of a great aflemblage of {mall
ftreams. = This river is remarkable for the
abundance of virgin copper that is found
on and near its banks. A metal which

: s
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is met with alfo in feveral other places
on this coaft. I obferved that many of
the {mall iflands, particularly thofe on
the eaftern fhores, were covered with cop-
per ore. They appeared like beds of cop-
peras, of which many tuns lay in a fmall
{pace.

A company of adventurers from Eng-
land began, foon after the conqueft of
Canada, to bring away fome of this me-~
tal, but the diftracted fituation of affairs in
America has obliged them to relinquith
their {cheme. It might in future times
be made a very advantageous trade, as the
metal, which cofts nothing on the {pot,
and requires but little expence to get it on
board, could be conveyed in boats or ca-
noes through the Falls of St. Marie to
the Ifle of St. Jofeph, which lies at the
bottom -of the Straights near the entrance
into Lake Huron; from thence it might
be put on board larger veflels, and in
them tranfported acrofs that Lake to the
Falls of Niagara; there b