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INTRODUCTION. 

SoME apology n1.ay be thought 

neceffary for introducing to the 

Public the follo,ving Narrative of 

a tranfaétion \vhich happened at 

fo difian t a r-- eriod of ti tne ; but a 

recent event, the Sbip\\rrecl· of 

Lord Dorchefter on the Ifland of 

Anticofii, fuggeftcd an idea that 

the Public Vlould be glad to re

cei ve an ac cou nt of a fpot on the 

globe hitherto little kno\vn, even 

by natne, except to thofe navi 4 

gatàrs \vho fail up the river of 

St. La\vrenc.a. 



( VI ) 

The Ifiand of Anticofii has been 

long dreaded for iliip·wTecks; as 

long ago as the year 16go, when 
Sir \Villiam Phipps was returning 

dow n the ri ver fron'l his unf uc

cefsful attack on Quebcc, a brig 

of the fl~et, '\vith fixty men on 
board, being feparated from the 

re~, firuck on this iiland, and the 

people on board bad onl y titne to 

land their provifions bef~re the 

fhip funk. The captain and his 

men, finding they mufi inevitably 

"'inter on the ifland, built a fiore

houfe and nine fmall buts, from 

the planks of the '\\rreck, to fhelter 

them from the cold ; but the ir 

provifions were fo fh9rt, that they 

agreed 



as been 

~ks; a1 

, \l'he~ 

turmn~ 

( vii ) 

agreed that each n1an's allowance 
per week fhould be no more than 
two biicuits, half a pound of pork, 

half a pound of flour, one pint 

. and a quarter of peafe, and two 
falt fifh. It \vas not long before 
the difmal effeé1:s of hunger and 

cold be ga to appear among them, 
for on the 20th of December their 

Joél:or died, and after hün thirty 
or forty n1ore in a few \veeks; and 
though they \vere ail convinced 

of the neceffity of keepi~g to 
their allowance, unlefs they would 
at lafi eat one another, yet their 

fiorehoufe was frequently broke 
open: an Irifhman once got to the 

pro:vifions, and eat no lefs than 

A 2 eighteen 
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cighteen bifcuits, which fvvelled 
hin1 to fuch a degree, that he \vas 
forccd to have his belly firokcd, 

and bathed before the fire, to 

prevent its burfiing. On the 25th 
of Mar ch fi ve of the con1pany 

refolved to venture out to fea in 

their ikiff, which they lengthened 
out fo far as to make a fort of 

cabin for t\VO or three men, and 

having got a fn1aU fail, they fhip
ped thcir fhare of proviGons on 

board, and Ueered a\vay for Bof-

. ton; it was the gth of May before 

thefc poor vvretches arrived thère, 

through a thoufand dangers, from 

the fe a and the ice, and almoft 

quite fiarved \<\~ith hunger and 
cold: 



fwell~ 

he11" 

firoKc~ 

fire, ~ .. 

the~i 

( l'X ) 

cold: upon their ar ri v~1, a v eifel 

\\·as ir.an1cdiately ùifpatchcd a';.vay 

to the iiland, which in a few 

weeks brought off their friends 

'\vho were left behind. 

Soon after the conqueft of Ca

nada, an Englifh fhip, bound out 
to Que bec very la te in the feafon, 

bad like\vife the misfortune to be 
lofl: on this defert iiland ; her 

crev; and paffengcrs wintered 

thcrc; endured inexprcffible hard..: 

fhi ps f ron1 cold 'and hunger, 

and \Vere indcbted for their pre-
.L 

fervation principally to a cargo of 

French \\~ine \Vhich they had on 

board, a large quantity of \vhich 

A 3 afforded 
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afforded thetn fufficient nourifho; 

ment to fufiain life, w hen almofi 

eyery other fpecies of fufl:enance 

failcd. The tranflator has ex

erted hin1felf to procure a nar

rative of the ir fuffcrings; but this, 

fron1 the deaths of the perfons 

\ V 1 o vve re on board, and no fu ch 
narrative being pr ferved in print, 

he \vas unable to accompli!h. 

The cap tain and crcw of his 
11Ljefl:y's rüip A ai vc, on board of 
\vhich Lord Dorchefler and his fa

n1ily emba r ked la fi year, \Yere mu ch 

1nore fortunate ; they 'vere fhip

'vrecked at a n1ore early period 

of the fcafon, and prcferved their 

boat} 



nour& 

but tru; 

perfo: 

no fu'l 

inpri~ 

perioJ 

a thel: 

boat, 

( xi ) 

boat, \vhich being fitted up and 

fent to I-Ialifax, a king's !hip was 

difpatched, and brought the \vholc 

of the paffengers and cre\V away 

in fafcty. 

,..fhc follo\\!Îng aifcélingnarrati ve 

\\·as publifhed in France, and writ

tcn, in the for1n of a letter, from 

!\1. Crefpel to his brother; and, 

befides an account of his fufferings 

by fhipwreck, con tains a previous 

detail of his travels in Canada, 

and in !ènne parts of that pro

vince but little kn0\\'11, and at 

that tin1c but poorly inhabitcd .. 

M. Cref-



( 
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Xll ) 

1\ti. Crèfpel feem'5 a tnan of a 

religions turn of mi nd, fo1netilnes 

borde ring on enthufiaftn; and 

perhaps fo1ne of the readers vvould 
have be en as \VC 11 pleafed if part, 

or all of his refleétions bad been 

. omittcd; but as they all arife na

turally fro1n his fubjcét, and fhe'v 

a zeal vvhich, ~n the te1nper of 

his nlÎnd, v.ras highly \vorthy of 

praife, it was judged be not to 

omit thetn. 

'T'he follovving defcription of 

the iOand of Anticofii \vas dra\vn 

uiJ by l\1r .. T. VVRrGIIT, \vho 

vvintered the re, and f urveyed the 
ifiand by order of government. 

The 



( Xll1 ) 

of , The Ifland of Anticofii is fi. 
tin:e tuatcd at the entrance of the river 

St. La\vrence, betV\ .. een the pa~ 

rallels of 49 deg. 4 min. and 49 

~art1 • deg. 53 tnin. 15 fee. N. latitude, 

bee~ and the meridians of 61 deg. 58 
n1În. and 64 dcg. 35 min. W cft 

longitude from London, deter-. 

n1ined by ten obferyations on th . 

eclipfes of Jupiter's firft Satellite. 

Its circomference is 282 fiatute 

miles, its length t29 miles, and 

its breadlh from 32 to 12 1niles. 

of This iiland contains 1 ,69.9,840 
acres of very indifferent land ; 

the nature of the foil and natur8l 

produce as follo,vs: 
A 5 Tc 
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The land in general IS con1-

pofecl of a light-coloured fione, 

w hi ch is of a foft crumbling na-
, 

ture, and in fon1e parts is mixed 
with clay. After digging to the 
depth of about two feet, y ou meet 

vvith fmall flat fiones, with fcarce 
any other mixture. 

The fea coafl:, from the South

Weft point, to the Wefi point, 
( including Ellis Bay and Obfer

vation River), is in height from 

20 to 50 feet, and is mofily co
vet ed with woods to the \Vater's 
edge. 

Ellis 



Eli~ 

( xv ) 

Ellis Bay affords the on1y· 

fhelter for veifels in this large 

iiland, and that but a very in

different one, which would be 

greatly expofed to the foutherly 

\vinds, were it not for the fhoals 

which extend from each fide of 

the entrance, near two thirds of 

the difl:ance acrofs the bay, by 

which means they retard the vio

lence of the fea; but at the fame 

time, they endanger veffels in 

entering the bay with a wind on 

fuore, by caufing a great fwell 

on the bar, on which there is but 

2t fatho1ns water. 

A6 The 
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The land at the bottom of this 

bay is lo\v· marfh, and produces 
fmall birch, and fpruce trees of 
different forts. 

Obfervation River is the largeH, 

and runs the greatefi difiance ?f 
any in the ifland. We meafured 
eight leagues up it \vithout de~ 
termining its length. This ri ver 
is remarkable; for, notwithfi:and-

. ing its fieep banks, which in the 

middle of the iiland are rocky 
bluffs about 100 feet in height, it 
is fordable ahnofi in every part; 
except where it empties itfelf 
into the fea. The bot tom · is 

fion y; 
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Hon y, and the ·water exceeding 

clear. This river will ad1nit of 

· fmall veffels at the entrance, and 

at the time of high \vater, ''Thich 

is very regular here at the full 

and change of the 1noon, at 2-;f 

hours. 

The entrance of it is fonnecl 

by two gravel points, vvhich are 

continually fhifting their fituation 

in a gale of wind from the wefi

ward~ fo that at one time its 

bre~dth "\vill not be more than 

20 yards, and at otber times 150 

yards, and in the fall of the year 

is lia ble to be en ti rel y choaked 

~ny, up, fo as to be impaffable, which 
re ally 



( xviii ) 

rcally happ n d \vhcn the equi
nottial gales prevailed in the 

n1onrh of Septe11ber, a fe vv da ys 
after \Ve I~ad got our v icl Î! to 

the river. 

I an1 of opinion, that the feal 

fifhery n1ight be carric J on he re 

with forne fuccefs i the ipring of 

the y ar; the fe creatures, at the 

time of high Wc ter, euter the 

ri ver in great b ies., and are 

very careful tCJ be out a gain be

fore the tide q its thern, \vhich 

might be eafily prevented by a 

net pr~perl y placed at the en

trance of the river. 

The 
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The Sea-co1.vs frequent the 

South-,Veft point in the fall of 

the year, but not many in num

ber, and in fuch a place as 

would render it impofiible to eut 

then1 oH: 

This ifland is fo '\Yell '\vatered, 

that in the fpace of every mile 

round its coafi y ou will either meet 

with a fn1all vivulet 0r run of 

freih water. 

The land, from the South- iVeft 

point to the Eafi point, is chiefly 

low heaths of black turf, fuch as 

is ufed for fuel; bears no vvood 

for the fpace of one to two miles 

~ ~ID 



( xx ) 

fi~om the fea fhore, and contains 

many fmall lakes and ponds, 

'vhere a prodigious nun1ber of 

'vild fowl refort in the fpring to 
breed up their young. 

The land on the Nor th fi de, 

from the vVefi point to Bear Cape, 
is very hilly near the tniddle of 
the ifland, and v1ell "\vooded 'vith 

birch, fpru.ce, and pine of a 

middling fize, the large fi not ex ... 

cee ding iifteen inch es diameter. 

Thefe bills, 'vith a graduai de

fcent, forman edging of lo\v grafs 
land wi th '\villo'v trees along the 

fea coaft. 

The 
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1'he ifiand, from Bear Cape to 
the Eaft point, contains fevcral 
ftnall ba ys, the extreme points of 
which are high white cliffs, which 

lofe the mf el v es in a regular de
fcent, and form bet\veen them a 

fine lo'v fand beach, out of which 
i!Tues feveral ri vu lets or fireams 

of frefh \\rater. 

The fruits, herbs, plants, and 

vegetables, \vhich are the natural 
producc of this iiland, are cran
berries, goofeberries, ftrawberries, 
huckleberries, red Indian--berries, 
junipcr-berries, peas, pariley, 
onions, lan1bfquaters, or ·wild [pin-

nage, 



( xxii ) 

nage, Indian potatoes, farfapariUa, 
maiden-hair, and Indian tea. 

The Bears, \vho are the prin
cipal inhabitants of this ifland, 

are fo numerous, that in the fpace 

of fix weeks we killcd fifty -three, 
and might have defiroyed twice 

that number if we had thought 

fit. Thefe animais, during the ' 
winter feafon, live in the hollows 

under the roots of trees, and it is 
afferted for faét, th at they recei ve 

no other kind of nourif1u11ent 
during that time but fron1 fuck
ing their pa\vs. It is indeecl 

highly probable, that they live in 

a torpid 



ew 
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torpid ftate in [evere frofls, as 

· 've neither faw one of them, or 

even thei r traél:s in the fno\v 

du ring the vvinter. They come 

out of their hales in the month of 

April, exceedingly poor, and feed 

on fifh and fea \veed that is caH: 

on fhore. In the fumn1er, they 

feed on berries and roots, for 

which they fcarch very diligently, 

by grubbing along the fea fhore 

after the manner of [,vine. Thefe 

animals have been fo little mo

lefied by mankind, that v1e have 

frequently paffed near them with

out their difcovering the leaft 

fear ; nor did they ever ihe\v any 
incli~ 
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inclination to attack us, exccpt 

only the females in defence of 
their young. The large ft of thefe 

bears vveigh about 300 pounds, 

and are very good meat. 

In this ifland there are alfo 

foxes, martins, and otters ; the 

foxes are very numerous, and are 

of two colours, the fil ver gray 
and red ; partridges are fcarce, 

and are entirely \vhite. 

Of the vvatcr fo~\lv 1 the re are the 

grea te fi plenty, and forne of them 

of a fpecics pcculiar to this 

country. 

Filli 
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Fifh are very fcarce along the 

coafi of this iiland, except near 

the eaft point, \\7 here, about the 

difiance of three leagues to the 

north\vard of that point, is a 

fn1all fifhing bank. 

Whales ( that have been wound

ed, and efcaped) are fometimes 

cafl: on fhore on the fouth fide of 

this iiland ; for the fouth-weft 

point fonning a long bay with 

the weft point, and facing the 

"\vefb.vard, a prevailing wind fron1 

this that quarter, and a Hrong current 

[etting clown the river St. Law-

Fifh renee, drives them afhore on this 

part of the ifland, vvhere the In
dians 



( xxvi ) 

dians fron1 the main land, croffing 

9vcr in the fummer to hunt, fre
quently find them. 

The w inter that we fpent on 
this iiland was very fevere, there 

being frofl: at different times, 

from the I sth day of September, 

to the 21 Il day of June following, 

on which day 1 broke a thin ikin 

of ice on a pond, and on the 31ft 
day of May 1neafured a bank of 

fno\v '\vhich lay near the fea, 
elcven feet perpendicular height, 

and half a mile in length. vVe 
bad two continued frofis night 
and day, the one lafied from the 

14th day of N oven1ber to the 6th 

day 



( xxvii ) 

t roffi~; '<lay of January, and the other 

lt, fre from the 12th of the fame mon th 

to the 23d day of March follo\v

ing; during each of thefe fet 

frofis the thermo1neter \vas from 

ten, twenty, thirty, to forty-feven 

degrees belo\v .the freezing mark, 

and the fea feldom to be feen for 

the quantity of ice and fnow 
\vhich was fpread over its furface. 

There is a report \vhich pre
vails a1nongfl: the French, but ho\v 

\vell grounded I cannot fay, that 

a fil ver mine vvas difcovered on 

the fou th fide . of this ifland, up a 

fmall river about fix leagues from 

the weft point, and that fon1e of 

the 
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the ore was taken to France, but 

I bad not time to 1nake a proper 

fèarch a ft er i t. 

A great number of veffels have 

formerly been wrecked on the 

eaflern rart of this ifland, \Yhich 

may no\v eafily be accounted for, 

as by the befl draughts hitherto 

made it appears on the prefent 
aétual furvey, to be twelve leagues 
fbort of its real length, and con
fiderably out of its fituation both 

in latitude and longitude. 

VOYAGE, 



'OY AGE, TRAVELS, 

&c. &c. 

Y OU tnay ren1ember that, tovvards 

.the end of the year I 7 23, I recei ved 

permiilion of n1y fuperiors to em

bark for the 1 C\V World, a favour 

1 bad long folicited. I therefore 

proceeded to Paris, and received a 

licence from father Guifdron, Pro

Yincial of St. Denis, \v ho · had the 

B ùireél:ion 
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direétion of the miffions tn New 

France, or Canada. 

Proceeding from thence to Ro

chelle, and having there procured 

every thing neceffary for my paf

fage, 1 embarked in the iliip Ca

mel, failed on the 24th of May, 

1724, and arrived at ~ebec after 

a paifage of ten weeks. 

Here I remained till the year 

1726; and here M. de la Croix, 

the Bifhop of Qgebec, conferred the 

priefthood upon me, and foon after 

appointed 1ne curate of a village 

called Forel, fituated to the fouth 

of 
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in Nt of the river St. Lawrence, between 

the towns of Three-Rivers and 

Montreal. 

to R· 

procuk ~ebec, the capital of the pro-

mn~ vince of Canada, or New France, is 

lhip(; fingularly fituated, being a hundrcd 

of Jk and t\venty lcagues fron1 the fea, 

dl:' and yet poifeiling a harbour capable 

of containing a hundred fail of line 

of battle !hips. The river St. La\V

rencc is here about a mile broad, 

although belo\v h is from four to 

t~: five leagues. The firfi thing \vhich 

firikes you on your arrivai, is a fine 

villa~: falling fhcet of water, called the 

[ou ro · Falls of Montlnorenci, 'vlüch is 

of 
about 
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about thirty feet in breadth, and 

forty in height. 

The city, which frands between 

the rivers St. Lawrence and St. 

Charles, confi!l:s of t\vo to\vns. In 

the lower town, the merchants and 

traders live ; and the paffage from 

thence to the upper to\vn is fo fieep, 

that it bas been found neceffary to 

eut fieps, and therefore can only be 
.afcended on foot. In the upper 

to\vn are the cathedral, the feminary, 

and place of arms. The fortifica

tions are not complete, but they 

have been long ern ployed in rend er

ing it a place of firength. It was, 

ho\vever, 
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dth, ~ however, fufficiently firong to refi!l: 

the attacks of the Englifh in 1 7 r I. 

The number of inhabitants are 

betwc 

ana Î· 

reckoned at feven thoufand, many 

of \V hom arc \Vorth money, and 

cxcrt themfel v cs to make li fe as 

agrecable and cheerful as they can. 

Both fexes here have as fine com

plexions as any people in the \vorld ; 

are gay and fprightly; and although 

fituated in a colon y at f uch a dif
tance from Europe, and locked up, 

by the feverity of their climate, 

from the refl: of the \V or Id for more 

th an half the year, are extremely 

polite and engagtng In their man

ners. 

B 3 Three-
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Three-Ri vers is a town called fo 
from its fituation, which contains 

about feven or eight hundred in

_habitants, and ts one of the mo ft 

ancient towns in the colony, and 

o\ved i ts ri fe to the great re fort 

of Indians fron1 the moft difiant 

quarters, by means of its three 

rivers. This port, next to Mont. 

real, is the moft important for trade 

.in ali Canada. There is plenty of 

iron found in its neighbouxhood, 

· Hd they are now beginning to \Vork 

the tnines. The Jefuits made a fet-. 

tlement, a few leagues belo\v this 

place, \vith ali the Indian converts 

they could colleét; but, by a feries 

of 
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of war and difeafes, it \vas foon 

defiroyed. 

T\vo years after I \vas dra wn 

from my curacy to go Chaplain to 

a party of four hundred French, 

which the Marquis de Beauharnais 

commanded, and \vho \Vere to be 

joined by eight or nine hundred 

Indians of feveral nations, parti

cularly Iroquois, \vho inhabit the 

fouth of the river St. Lawrence, 

between the Englifh and French 

colonies*, by the Hurons and Nipif-

fings, 

* M. Crefpel does not fay what in-

a {eriei cluced the French Government of Canada to 

ci nndertake this expedition ; and it cannot 

~rcape 
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fings, and the Outa\vahs, who 

livcd on the lakes and rivers of 
thofe names . . To thefe, NI. Pefet, 

a prieft, and Father Bertonniere, a 

Jefuit, aéted as Chaplains. The 

who le, und er the command of M. 

de ljgnerie, were difpatched \Vith 

orders to dejlroy a nation of In ... 

di ans, called, by the French, the 

Fox Indians, but, in their own lan .. 

guage, the Outagamies, fituated on 

bke Michigan, about four hundred 

and fifty Ica gues fro1n Mon treal. 

efcape obfervation, that this Clzrj)lian priefi 

talks of defiroying a whole nation of in .. 

nocent Indians with great coolnefs and com. 

pofure. 

The 
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The Iroquois Indians inhabit the 

fouth fide of the river St. Lawrence, 

between the Engliili and French 

colonies, and are the mofi powerful, 

\varlike, and politic people among 

the natives of North America. They 

confifi of fix confederate nations, 

and their form of government fotne

\Vhat refembles that of the Swifs 

Cantons. Many of thefe Iroquois 

are fettled in the interior of the 

French colony in villages, are con

verted, and as fubn1iffive to the 

French government as Indians can 

be made. They have rendered us 

good fervices, particularly 1n \Var 

time. 

B 5 The 
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The Hurons are fituated between 
lakes Huron, Eri, and Ontario. 

The Nipiffings,. to the north eaft of 

lake Huron. 

We fet off the 5th of June, 1728,. 
and afcended the great river vvhich 

bears the name of the Outawahs, ·and 

is full of falls and carrying places. 

We quitted it at Matawan, to

tnter a ri ver which leads into lake 

Nipiffing; the length of this river is 

~bout thirty leagues, and, like that 

of the Outavvahs, full of falls and 

carrying places. From this rivet 
\Ve eatered the lake, vvhofe breadth 

is about eight leagues; after cro:ffing 

which, the river of the French 

carried. 



behl't!' 

Ont~ 

h ea~ 
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carried us quickly into lake Huron, 

into \vhich it falls, after having run 

a courfe of thirty leagues with great 

rapidity. 

· As it was not poffible fo many 

perfons could go clown thefe fmall 

ri vers together, i t \vas agreed, th at 

thofe who paiTed clown fidl:, thould 

wait for the others at the entrance 

of lake Huron, in a place called La 

Prairie, ,vhich is a very fine fitua ... 

tion. Here, for the firft time, 1 
fa\v a rattle-fnake, whofe bite is faid 

to be morta], but none of u re-

ceived any in jury. 

B6. The 
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The 26th of July we '\Vere aH 
affembled .together, and I celebrated 

mafs, which I had hitherto deferred; 

nex~ day \Ve departed for Michili .. 

makinac, a pofr :fituated between 

the lakes Huron and Michigan. 

Although the difiance \Vas one hun .. 

dred Ieagues, we ran i t in lefs than 

fix da ys. Here we remained forne 

·time to repair what had been da

maged in the falls and carrying 

places; and here 1 confecrated two 

p~ir of col ours, and interred two· 

foldiers, who were carried off by 
fatigue and illnefs. 

Michilimakinac is a pofi advan ... 

tageoufly :fituated for trade, 'vith 

three 
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three great lakes-l\,1ichigan, \vhich 

is three hundred leagues in circuit ; 

Huron, which is full three hundrcd 

and fifty leagues in circumference ; 

and lake Superior, which is full five 

hundred leagues round: ali three 

navigable for the largefi fort of 

boats, and the t\vo firfi feparated 

only by a fmall fi.rait, \vhich has 

\Va ter f ufficient for fm ali veffels,. 

\vho can fail, without any obfiacle 

over lake Eri, to the poft of Nia-

gara. 

The lOth of Auguft we left Ma
chilimakinac, and ente red lake Mi

chigan. As we had contrary winds 

for t\vo days, our Indians had time 

to 



to hunt, and they brought In two 

elks and a caribou, and were ge

nerous enough to offer us a part. 

W e tnade forne difficulties in re

ceiving their favour, but they forced 

us, and told us, that fi nee we bad 

1hared with them the fatigues of the 

journey, it vvas but jufi: vve fhould 

partake of the comforts it had pro

cured, and that they fhoiild -l'not 

~fieem thernfelves men if they did 

not aél: th us to their brethren. This 

anfwer, which was fpoken in French, 

affeél:ed me fenfibly. What hu
manity among tho fe \Ve cali fa vag es ! 

and ho\V many ihould we :find in 

Europe to whom that title might 

be more properly applied! 

The 
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The generofity of our Indians d·e

ferved a lively fenfe of gratitude 

from us. Several times, \vhen \VC 

had not been able to find places for 

hunting, \Ve bad been obliged to 

live on fait meat. The flefh of the 

elks and caribou removed the dif

tafie we began to entertain for our 

ordinary food. 

di: The Orignal, or Elk of Canada;, 

The 

is as large as a horfe, and his horns 

as long as tho fe of a frag, but thicker, 

and more inclining over the back, 

the tail iliort, and his fkin a mixture 

of light gray and reddiih black. 

The Caribou is not fo tall, and 

iliaped 
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fuaped more like the afs, but equais 

the ftag in {,viftnefs. 

The 14th of the fame month 

we continued our route as far as the 

firait of Chicagou, and paffing 

from thence to Cape La Mort,. 

which is five leagues, we encoun

tered a gale of \VÎnd that drove 

feveral of our canoes on fhore \vho 

could not double the cape and 

fhelter themfelves under it: feveral 

were loft, and the men difrributed 

among the other canoes, who by 

great good fortune efcaped the 

danger. 

The 
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The 1 5t 1 \Ve landed among the 

Malomines, \vith a view to provokc 

them to oppofe our defcent ; they 

fcll into the fnare, and werc en

tirely defeated. 

Thefe Indians are called by the 
French Folles Avoines, or Wild-, 
Oat Indians, probably from their 

living chiefly on that fort of grain. 

The whole nation confifis only of 

this village, ·who are {orne of the 

tallefi and handfo1nefi men in Ca

nada. 

The next day we encamped 

at the entrance of a river named 

La Gaf par de ; our Indians en

tered 
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tered the \Voods, and brt>ught back 

feveral deer, a ki nd of gan1e very 

common in this place, and ·which 

fupplied us with provi fions for 

fotne days. 

W e halte cl on the 17th from noon 
to evening, to avoid arriving at the 

pofr of La Baye before night, 'viili

ing to furprife our enemies, whom 

we knew to be in company with 

the Saguis, our allies, whofe village 

lay near Fort St. F.rancis. We ad

vanced in the evening, and at mid

night reached our fort at the 

entrance of the Fox ri ver. As 

foon as we arrived, Monfieur de 

Lignerie fent fome Frenchmen to 

the 
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the commandant to kno\v for cer

tain if there \Vere any encn1Ïes in 

the village, and being alfured there 

\Vere, he fent all the Indians, and a 

a detachment of the French, acrofs 

the river Le Sur, round the habita

tions, while the reft of the French 

entered by the direél: way. Ho\v

ever \Ve bad endeavoured to conceal 

our arrivai, the enemies bad in

formation, and ali the inhabitants 

efcaped except four, \v ho were de .. 

livered to our Indians ; and they, 

after having long amufed thetnfelves 

with tormenting them, ihot them 

\vith arrows. 

1 was 



( 20 ) 

I was a painful ·witnefs of this 

cruel tranfaél:ion, and could not re· 

concile the brutal pleafure they 

took in tormenting thefe unfortunate 

peoplet and tnaking then1 fu.ffer the 

pain of t\venty deaths beforc they 
deprived them of life, with the ge: 
nerous fentiments expre!fed by thefe 

fatne favages a few days àgè. 1 
\Vi!hed to have afked them, if they 
did not percei ve the ft ri king con

traft in their conduéè, and to point 

out vvhat I thought reprehenfible in 

their procceding; but as ali our in

terpreters were on the other :Gde of 

the river, I was obliged to pofiponc 

my inquiries till another time. 

After 
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Aftcr this affair \Ve afccnded the 

Fox river, \v hi ch is n1uch trou bled 

\vith rapids, and \vhofe courfc is 

near forty leagucs. The !24th of 

·Auguft we arrived at the village of 

the Pu ans Indians, \V ho fe name, in 

their language, does not bear the 

fame fignification as in French, 

but frotn their vicinity to the \Va

ters, and they may therefore be 

more properly called the Maritime 

~ndians. Our people were -vvell dif

pofed to defiroy fuch men as they 

fhould find thcre, but the flight of 

the inhabitants i~ved them, and we 

could only burn their huts, and de

firoy the harveft of Indian corn, on 

\Vhich they fubfift. 

We 
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W e afterwards croifed the little 

lake of the Foxes, and encamped at 

the end. The next day being St. 

Lawrence, we had mafs *, and en

tered a fmall river which led us to a 

n1ar!hy ground, on the borders of 
\vhich was fituated the chief fettle

ment of thofe Indians of \Vhotn \Ve 

were in fearch. Their allies, the 

Saguis, had given · them notice of 
our approach; they did not think 

proper to \-vait our arrivai, and we 

found in their village forne ·wc

men only, whom our Indians made 

:fla v es, and an old man, w hom they 

* How eafy does this pious miffionary 

pafs from havock and deftruaion to de

votion. 
bumed 
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the 1. burned by a flow fi.re, \vithout ma-

~m~ê~ nifefiing the leafi repugnance for 

beinr committing fo barbarous an aél:ion. 
f 1 an~~ 

buJ1l( 

This cruelty appeared to me tnore 
atrocious th an that they had ex er

cifed on the four Sa guis. I feizcd 

this opportunity to fatisfy my cu

riofity on the fubjeét I before .. men

tioned. Among our Frenchmen 

\Ve had one \vho fpoke the Iroquois 

language, \vhom I defired to tell the 

Indians, that I was furprifed to fee 

them, \Vith fo much apparent plea
fure, infliél: fuch a cruel death on an 

unfortunate old man; that the laws 

of war did not ex tend fo far, and 

that it appeared to me, that fuch 

barbarity 
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barbarity gave the lie to au . thofe 

good princi pl es they pretended to 

entertain to\vards mankind. One 

of the Iroquois anf\vered, that if 

any of them fhoukl faU into the 

bands of the Foxes or Saguis, they 

\vould experience fiill more cruel 

treatlnent, and that it was a cuft01n 

\Vith them to treat their enernies as 

they iliould be treatcd by them if 

they were taken. 

1 wiilied much to have been ac· 

quainted vvith the language of this 
Indian, to have fhevvn him what 

vvas blameable in his ~nf\ver; but 

\Vas obliged to content myfelf \\rith 
deuring my interpreter to reprefent 

to 
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to him, that nature and religion ftill 

more required that vve iliould be 

huznane to\vards one another, and 

that moderation fhould guide us in 

:ali our aérions ; that pardon, and a 

forgivenefs of injuries, was a virtur::, 

·the praétice of -vvhich \Vas exprefsly 

commanded by hcaven ; that I con

ceived it \Vould not be fafe for thern 

.to fpare the Fox or Saguis Indians, 

but that if they put them to death, 

it !hotrld be as foes to their nation, 

and not as their priva te enemies; 

been that fuch revenge \Vas crimina1, and 

that to exercife fuch exccffes as they 

had to\vards the five unfortunate 

1nen they had put .to death ·\vith 
[el{ fuch cruel torn1ents, in forne degree 

repre!C c j ufiified 
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jufiified the barbarity \Vith which 

they reproached their enetnies; that 

the laws of war only pennitted 

then1 to take the life of their enemy, 

and not to glut themfelves with his 

blood, or drive them to defpair by 

defiroying then1 in any other way 

than by combat and arms : in fine, 

that they ought to fet the Foxes and 

Saguis that exan1ple of moderation 

w hi ch is the proof of a good heart, 

and which n1akes the Chrifiian Re
ligion, and thofe \vho profefs it, fo 

much loved and admired. 

1 do not kno\v whether my in- 0, 
terpreter explained my. fentiments pl 

clearly, but the Indian could not be 
brought 



ith ~~ 

~nt 

~eire 

es \i1m 

def~ 

·otncr 

( 27 ) 

brought to confefs that he aél:ed on 

a falfe principle. I was proceeding 

to urge further reafons, vvhen orders 

\vere gi ven to ad vance a gai nil: the 

lait poil: of the enemy, w hi ch \Vas 

iituated on a little river which runs 

into another river that communicates 

with the 1\iiffiffippi. 

We did not find any Indians, and 

as 've had no orders to advance 

further, \Ve e1nployed forne da ys in 

laying 'va fie the country, to depri ve 

the enemy of the n1eans of fubfiit

ence. The country hereabout is 
beautiful, the land fertile, the gan1e 

plenty and good, the nights were 

C 2 ver-



very cold, but the da ys extremely 

hot. 

After this expedition, if Juch a 

ufclefs march deferves that name, 

we prepared to return to Montreal, 

from ·vvhich we \vere novv four 

hundred and fifty leagues -difiant. 

In our paifage \Ve defiroycd-the fort 

at La Baye, becaufe being fo near 

the enemy it \VOttld not afford a 

fecure retreat to the French, who 

rn ufi be le ft as a garrifon. The 

Fox Indians, irritated by our ra

vages, and convinced th at vve fhould 

;fc.arcely make a fecond vifit into a 

country \vhere vve were uncertain of 
méeting \vith any inhabitants, might 

have 
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have hlockaded the fort, and per

haps have takcn it. \Vhen \Ve ar

rived at J\.1ichilirnakinac, our com

tnander gave penniffion to evcry one 

te go \vhere he pleafed. \Vc had 
now thr hundrcd leagucs to travel, 
and our provifions would have 
fallen !hort if wc bad not exertcd 

ourfelves to n1ake a quick paifage. 

'J'he winds fa~·oured us in croffing 

lake Huron; but "·c had continuai 

rains 'vhile ''"e 'vere on the rivc.:r of 

the French, vvhilc crofling lake Jvli

chigan, and on the rÏ\'cr l\1ata\Yan _, 

vvhich ceafcd as "·e entered the riVer . 
of the Outa\vahs. I cannot dc-

fcribe the fwiftnefs \Vith which we 

deiècnded this great river, of \vhich . 

c 3 
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."n1agination only can form an idea. 

As 1 \vas in a canoe \\'Ïth fotne men 

\vhom experience bad taught how 

t defcend the rapids, I \Vas not one 

of the lafr at Montreal, where 1 ar

rived the 28th of September, and 

retnaincd there till the fpring, when 
1 received orders to procecd to Q.Be

bec. 

Montreal, the fecond city in Ca
nada, is of a quadrangular form, 
fituated on the bank of a river, 

w hi ch gently rifing di vides the city 

into the upper and lo\ver town. In 

the Io\Ver is an hofpital, magazines, 

and place of arms; an::l in the upper,. 

the fen1inary, cht1rch, convent of 

the-
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the Recollêts, and governor's houfe 

Montreal is fituated on a fine ifland, 

about ten leagues in lcngth, and 

four leagues in its greatefi breadth, 

fortneJ by t\VO br!.nchcs of th - river 

t. Lcn 'ren · • 

I no fooner rcached that city than 

our commiifary ordered me for Nia

gara, then a new fcttlement, with_ a 

fortrefs fituated at the entrancc of a. 

fine river of the fame name, formed 

by the celebrated cataraél: of Nia

gara, which lies fouth of lake On

tario, and fix leagues from our fort. 

I therefore returned to Montreal, 

ven: and paffed from thence to fort Fron-

c 4 tiniac 
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tiniac, or Cataraquoy, buiit ar the 

cntrance of lake Ontario. Although 

only eighty leagues from Montreal, 

as \Ve \vent again:fl: the firea1n of 

the river, \Vc were fifteen da ys in 

afcending . Here Vv~c quitted our 

eance, and embarked in a vcfTel of 

the king's, built for the navigation 

of the lake, of about eighty tons 

burden, very fvvift, and \vhich 
fometimes cro!fcs the lake, a paffage 

of fcventy leagues, in thirty-fix 
hours. The lake is very :Ccîfe, being 

deep,_ and vvithout rocks; I foundèd 

in the middle \vith an hundred fa. 

thon1 of line, and could find no 

bottom. It is about thirty leagues 

broad, and ninety long. 

We 
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'~Ve failed the 22d of July, but ·· 

did not arrive until the 25th. L 

found the place very agreeablc ; 

hunting and fifhing were very pro-

duétive, the \voods in their greatefl: · 

beauty, and full of \Valnut and chef-· 

nut trces; oaks, eln1s, and forne t 

othcrs, far fuperior to any we fee . 

in France. 

1~he fe,Ter foon defiroyed the plea

~ 1res \Ve be gan to find, and much· 

incomn1oded u! until the beginning. 

of auturnn, \vhich feafon difpelled. 

the Un\vholcfotne air. . vVe paffed· 

the vvinter very quietly, and \Vould. 

find :. have paifed it very agreeably, if the-

·~ffd \\hi ch \vas to have broubo-ht leacrrro v 
c 5 tl 
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us refre!hments had not encounttred 

a fiorm on the lake, and be en 

obliged to put back to Frontiniac, 

which laid us under the neceffity of 

drinking nothing but 'vat er. As 

the \vinter advanced, fhe dared not 

to proceed, and \Ve did not receive 

our ftores till May .. 

In the fpring I made a journey to 

Detroit, on the invitation of a bro

ther of our or der, who was the re 

on a miffion. From Niagara to 

this poft is an hundred leagues, 

\vhich is 1ituated about fifteen 

leagues on this {ide the extremity of 

lake Erie. 

This. 
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This lake is about a hundred 

leagues long, and thirty broad, is 

fhallo\V, and confequently . dange

rous in fl:ormy -vveather. To the 

northward it is troubled with !hoals, 

fo that if a veifel is taken by the 

'vind in a place \V he re the re is no 

good Ianding, \vhich fotnetimes is 

not to be found in a fpace of three 

le gues, there is great danger of 

periiliing. 

ln feventeen days I reached De

troit, and -vvas received by the prieft 

I went to vifit with a \varmth \vhich 

:!hewed the extreme pleafure wc e-'T

perience in meeting one of our 

countrytnen in a difrant region; be-

TOI; c 6 fidc 



fides we \Vere brethren of the fan1e 

order, and bad quitted our country 

for the fame motive. I vvas there

fore welcome to him on tnany ac

counts; nor did he omit any oppor

tunity of convincing me how pleafed 

he was with my vifit. He \vas 

older than me, and bad been very. 

fuccefsful in his apoftolic labours : 

his houfe was agreeable and con

venient; it was, as I may fay, his 

O\Vn "'·ork, and the habitation of 

virtue. 

His time, vvhich was not en1-

ployed in the duties of his office, 

\Vas divided between fiudy and the 

occupations of the field. He had a 

fe.\V 
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fe\v books, the choice of 'v hi ch · 

afforded a good idea of the purity 

of his morals, and the extent of his , 

knowledge. 'Vith the language ct 
the country he \vas fatniliar ; and. 

the facility \Vith which he fpoke it 

made him very acceptable to many 

of the Indians, who comtnunicated 

laoo~~ to him their refleétions on ali fub-

ana ~:· jetts, particularly religion. Affa-

far,b bility attraél:s confidence, and · no 

" " was more deferving of the latter. 

He bad taught fon1c of the ·in

habitants of Detroit the French lan

guage ; and among them I found 

fe baJ 1 n1any \vhofe good fenfe and found 

l(w judgernent 
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j udgemcnt \vould have made them 

confpicuous, even in France, had 

their minds been cultivated by ftudy .. 

:Every day 1 remained with this 

man I found new motives to envy 

his fituation.. In a word, he \Vas 

happy y and had no c::ufe to blu!h 

at the means by w hi ch he bec ame 
fo. 

Detroit, or the Narrows, is fitu

ated on the :fi rait Ieadin g from lake 

Huron to lake Eri. The country 

round is faid by many to be the 

fineil: part of Canada, and feems to 

'vant nothing that can make a coun

try delightful : bills, meadows, 

fields, forefis~ rivulets, fountains, 

ali 
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lde t~r ali excellent In their kind, and fo 

nee,~ happily blended asto equal the moft 

by~~. rotnantic wifhes. The lands are in 

general wonderfully fertile, and the 

ifiands feem as if placed on purpofe 

to add to the beauty of the profped .. 

The fort, which is called Pontcha~-

~Wl train*, is on the \Veft fi de of the 

fb·ait, and bas many Indian villages 

near it. 

* This fort, Niagara, and Michifimaki

nac, are ali fituated on the fide of the lakes 

which belong to the United States of Ame

rica; have evcr fin ce the peace been fu b .. 

j e&s of contention bctween Great Britain 

and thofe fiates, and by the late treaty of 

commerce have been delivered up to the 

Americans .. 

1 :re-



r ·rcturned from this vifit to Nia-
g ara, where I remained t\.vo years, 

and in that tim·e lcarned enough of 

t le Iroquois and Outa\vah lan-· 

guages to converfe in them. ·rhis · 

cnablcd me to enjoy their corn. 

pany when I took a walk in the 

environs of our poil. In the fequel · 

you \vill fee this was extremely ufu .. 

ful to me, and faved my Iife . . 

When my three years refidence at 

Niagara expired, 1 \Vas, according. 

to. cufiom, relieved, and paifed the 

\vjnter at the convent at ~ebec. 

I t \Vas a great fatisfaél:ion to me to· 

pafs that rigorous feafon there. If 

\Ve 
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\Ve had no fu perfl ui tie~, vve ho vve 'er 

\vanted nothing that vvas neccffary ; . 

and w hat vvas none of our leafi plea

furcs, \Ve beard ne\vs from our 

country, and found a focie ty \v.ith 

vhom \V ould onv rfc •. 

The chaplain of B rt Frontiniac 

:(! Il uck in the fpring, and our com-

1111Hrary intended me to fupply his· 
place, the fituation of which poft I 
have before d fcribed. Herc I rc ... 

mained t\vo years, \V hen I \Vas re .. 

called to Montreal, and foon after · 

fent to point La Chevalure, or 

Scalping Point, on lake Champlain,. 

fo calle cl be ca ufe the Indians, \V hen · 

theJ 
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they kill any one, eut off his fcalp, 

w hi ch they carry on a pole, as a 

proof that they have defeated their 

ene1nics. This cufio1n gave a name 

to the place, as in a battle at this 
point 1nany Indians \vere 1 ·nlped. 

Lake Champlain is about fifty
:five leagues long ; is adorned with 
fe veral agreeable iflands, the waters 

are good, and weil ftored with fi!h. 
The fort we have at this place is 

called Frederick, fituated advan

tageoufly on a very elevated point 

of land, fifteen leagues from the 

northern end ·of the lake, and is 

the Jyey to the colony of Ne\V 

France, 
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~ fca'; France, or Canada, tovvards the 

e, ~~ Engliih fettlcmentst which are not 

edd.., more than thirty leagues difiant. 
amr.1 

at t~, )" I did not reach my defiination till' 

Nov mber, I 735; th fe fon, \vhich 

began to be fevcr , increa~ d the 

M1;· fatigues of the voyage, which, ex-

wl!n cept my fhipwreck, was one of the 

mo ft toilfome I have experienced in 

Canada. 

The day we le ft Chambly, a po ft 
about forty leagues from Frederick, 

\Ve were obliged to fleep out of 

doors, and during the n ight the re 

lvas a fall of fnow full a foot decp. 

The win ter came on as i t bad be-

gun;. 
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gun; and although we· found a 

h0ufe at the po ft to fieep · in, our 

fufferings \vere ahnofi as great as if 
\ve had been in the open air. The 

houfe in \vhich \Ve were lodged \Vas 

not finilhcd; we w re but badly· 
covered ·from. the . weather, and the · 

'valls, w hi ch werc of an enormous ' 
thicknefs, bad· been fini!11ed but a , 
fe·w days, and added greatly to the· 
jnconveniences we received from the: 

rain and fnow. Mofl: of our foldiers 

\Vere affiiéted \Vith the fcurvy, and 

\Ve hàd ali fuch diforders in ouc 

eyes, that \Ve \vere even fearful \Ve 

fl1ould lofe our fight. Our food , 

was not better th an our lodging. 

'V e. found . little to eat ne ar the po ft 

but. 
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but a fevv partridges, and to procure 

venifon we \Vere obliged to go as 

far as lake Sacren1ent, \Vhich vva-s 

{even or eight leagues off. 

In the fpring they proceeded to 

cotnpleat our houfe, but we chofe 

rather to encamp, during the fum

mer, th an to remain any longer 

therein. Here we \Vere not tnore 

at our eafe, 'for vve \Vere ali viûted 

by the fcver, and ·not one of us 

could enjoy the pleafures of the 

feafon. 'This fituation, I mufi con

fefs, began to be very difagreeable, 

·\vhen towards the month of Auguil: 

I received an order frotn n1y pro

·vincial to return to France. 'The 

religious 



re1igious who was fent to fucceed 

me was of our province; he arrived 

at Frederic the 2 rfr of September, 

1736, and I departed the fame day 

in the evening. I'he next day we 

had a favourable wïnd, \vhich car

ried us to point Au Fer, about eight 
leagues fro1n Chambly; but on the 

23d \Ve expeél:ed to have periil1ed 

"in going clown the rapid of St. Te

refa: this was the laft danger I en

countered before I arrived at ~ebec, 

\Vhere I expeél:ed immediately ·to 
embark for France. 

Thus you have an abridgment of 

tny peregrinations in the ne\v world. 

Thofe \Vho have travelled in this 

country 
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ucc~: country ·will fee I am acquainted 

arriv with it. The relations of former 

,em\xr1 travellers \VÏll inform you of ' many 

md1r circumftances which I might have 

lar ~: repeated after them; but, in writing 

n1y travels, my principal intent W!S 

to defcribe the fhip\vreck I expe

rienced in my return to France. 

The circumfiances attenJing it are 

extremely intere.fiing, and y ou may 

prepare to hear a tale of forro\v and 

\voe. Ail I have to relate will ex

cite y our curiofity, and demand y our 

pity; do not be afhamed to befio\v 

it: a good heart is al ways fufceptible 

of the misfortunes of ethers. He 

who does not feel for the misfor

tunes of his brethren, ought \vith 

juftice 



)uflice to be deprived of the happi

nefs of human fociety. 

1 remained forne time at ~ebec 

\Vaiting an opportunity to return to 

.France ; in about two months I 

found one by the king's ihip the 

E-Iero, of \vhich I unfortunately did 

.not proffer, but accepted of the offer 

Jrom the Sieur Frenoufe, a Cana .. 

. dian. The connexion bet\veen us 

caufed me to accept the place of his 

.chaplain. He \Vas a brave man, 

\vhom an experience of forty-fix 

years . had rendered very able as a 

.navi&ator; nor could Meifrs. Pa

con cl of Rochell~, the o\vners, have 

entruftcd their ihip, the Reno\vn, in 

better 
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better bands. The v eifel \vas 

ne-vv, a good failer, very convenient, 

of about three hundred tons, and 

mounted -vvith forty pieces of can

non. 

Many gentlemen wcre d...;firous of 

going \Vith us, to enjoy a fafe arid 

convenient paifage, fo that \Ve had 

fifty-four perfons on board the vef

fel. We failed the 3d of N ovem

ber, \Vith feveral other fhips, and 

anchored ali together in Saint Pa

trick's Hole, three leagues frotn 

~ebec ; the next day \ve reached 

the iiland of Orleans. W e endea

voured on the sth to pafs the ftraits 

of Orleans, but could not, but \vere 

D mor~ 

'• 
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more fuccefsful on the day after, 

for we paifed in company with a 

brigantine bound to Martinico.

The fhips which failed with us had 

fucceeded in theîr fi dl: atternpt; \Ve 

'\vere therefore \Vithout any confort, 

and anchored at La Prairie, near the 

ifie of Coudres. 

The 7th we reached Hare Ifland 

and Matham., '\Vhere \Ve found a 

light \Vind from the north, the bane

fui effeéts of \vhich, and particu

larl y in that feafon of the year1 our 

cap tain weil kne\V, and confeifed to 

us th at we bad every thin g to fear : 

he thought proper therefore to bear 

a\vay in fearch of anchoring grou nd, 

and 
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and forne ihelter from the tempeft 

\vith \vhich \Ve vvere threatened • 

A ihort time after \Ve were obliged 

to \Vear, and on the 1 1 th of the 

month, about eight at night, the 

1-vind ihifted about to the N NW. 

NE. EN E. E. at 1afl: to the 

S SE. from i\vhence it ble\v t\vo 

days. Ail this time \Ve \Vere beat

ing off the iiland of Anticofl:i with 

reefs in our topfai1s; but as foon as 

the wind fhifted to the S SE. vve 

fieered SE. by E. till the 1 4th in 

the tnorning, when the fhip ftruck, 

\vithin a quarter of a league of the 

fhore, on a ridge of rocks, about 

eight 1eagues fron1 the fouthern 
point of Anticofti. 

D 2 The 
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The :!hip firuck fo often, that 

\Ve were fearful every m~ment fhe 

x-vould go to pieces. The weather 

may be fuppofed very bad at this 

feafon, and our feamen in defpair, 

fince none of them could be per

fuade.d to affifi in taking in the fails, 

although their aétion on the fhip 
\vould infallibly hafien our defiruc

tion. '"fhe '\Vater poured into the 

v effel in great abundance; fear had 

depri ved ab ove half our men of 
their prefence of mind; aU:d a ge
neral diforder feemed to announce 

our approaching diifolution. 

If it bad not been for our gunner, 

our future fituation would have been 
dreadful. 
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tlreadful. l-Ie ran to the bread
r.ootn, and although the water had 

already made its way in, he threw 

a quantity of bread between decks~ 

He thought alfo that forne muikets~ 

a barrel of powder, and a cafe of 

cartridges, \Vould be ufeful to us in 

cafe "'·e !hould efcape this danger; 

he therefore caufed all thefe things 

to be brought up. His precautions 

werc not ufelefs, and without thé 

àffiftance of thefe articles I fhould 

n~ver have been preferved to relate 

this, The \VÏnd did not abate, nor 

the fea düninifh; the \vaves carried 

a \vay our rudder, and wc \Vere 

obliged to eut away our mizen-

gu~. n1aft. W e th en be gan to get our 

n 3 yawl 
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Ya\vl (the fmallefl: boat of a mer;. 

chant fhip) into the fea, taking 
great precaution to keep her at a 

difiance from the fide of the iliip, 

for fear ihe ihould be fiove. The 
fight of death, and hopes of avoid .. 

ing it, infpired us \Vith courage;, 

and although \Ve knew \Ve mufi: 

pafs a wretched life, at Ieafr fot 

tnany months, in this i!land, we 

thought \Ve fhoutd be content t<> 

fuffer every thing, could we pre

ferve our lives .. 

· After having put our yawl into, 

the water, \ve got our long-boat 

into the tackles, in order to embark 

what we could fave, and get clear-

of 
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of the !hi p qui~kly, for fear the fea. 

ihollld beat h r againft the fidc of 

the fhip, and deftroy her. But 'tis 

in vain for man to refi on his own 

prudence \V hen the band of God 

lays heavy on hin1. Ali our ef

forts \Vere ufelefs. Twenty of us 

entered the long-boat, and infiaatly 

the fore-tackle gave way. Judge 

of our fituation ! the long-boat re

mained fufpended by the after

tackle, and of tho fe \V ho vve re in 

ber many perfons feil into the fea, 

others held by the boaCs fides~ and 

fotne, by means of ropes which 

hung from the fhip's fide, got on 
rmlllK b d h · 
1 u oar er aga1n. 
t clelt 
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T he captain, feeing this accident,. 

ordered the other tackle to be eut 

· or loofcned ; and the long-boat 

having regained her pofition, 1 

j umped into her again to fave 
Me!frs. Leveque and Dufrefnois, 

who \Vere nearly drowned. ,.fhe 

fea treated our boat fo roughly, that 

the 'vater carne in on all :fides. 

'Vithout rudder or fail, in a dread

ful frorm, a continuai rain, the fea 

iaging, and the ti de ebbing, what 

~ould we look for but approaching 

defiruétion! \Ve exerted, ho\vever, 

our efforts to gain an offing; forne 

employed themfel v es in thro\ving 

out the water; \Ve ufed an oar in

ftead of a rudder :. \Ve were in \Vant 

of 
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of every thing, or every thing \Vent 

contrary to our intention. Two 

waves broke over us, and filled the · 

boat with water to our knees ; a 

third would infallibly have fent us 

to the bottom. Our ftrength di-· 

minifhed in proportion as we fl:ood 

more in need of i t, and w e ad vanced 

but flo,vly, fearing,. with great 

reafon, that our boat would founder 

bef ore we could rea ch the land. 

The rain prevented us from difiin-' 

guiihing the place proper for land

ing; every part we could fee ap

peared very fieep, and \Ve beheld 

:mothing before us but death .. 

D 5· r thougBt 
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I thought it my duty to exhort 

my companions to put themfelves,. 

by an aél: of contrition, in a proper 

fl:ate to appear before their God. 

Hitherto I had deferred it for fear 

of increafing their fears, or abating 

their courage ; but now there was 

no time to delay, and I did not wifh 

to have to reproach 1nyfelf with 

negleél: of my duty. Every one 

betook himfelf to prayers ; and, . 

after the confiteor (or confeffion ), 1 

gave them abfolution. It was an: 

affetl:ing fight to behold the men 

labouring to thro\v· out the -yvater,. 

or at the oar; at the fame time fup

plicating God to have pity on them, . 

and 



~ro~ 

! G~. 
fod. 

( 59 ) 
and t6 pardon thofe fins \vhich 

might render them unvvorthy to . 

participate his glory: they. feemed 

at laft refigned to death, and waited 

their fa te \vith out a murmur. For 

my part, I recommended my foui 

to God, and recited the 1nijerere 
aloud, \Vhich they all repeated after_ 

me. I faw no longer any hope; 

the boat \Vas rea dy to founder; and 

I bad covered my eyes. with my 

go\vn to avoid feeing the moment 

of my defiruétion, when a gufi of 

wind drave us violently on fhore. 

You. cannat Ïlnagine with what" 

t~t~ hafie we quitted the boat, but we 

il: ·were not immediately out of danger; 

D 6 ' the 



( 6o ) 

the waves rolled over us, forne \Vere· 

firuck clown by them, and \Ve '\Vere 

aU in danger of being carried away ;. 

we, however, happily refified their 

violence, and got off with fwal

lowing much water. 

In this fcene ef diforder, forne one 

bad the prefence of mind to feize 

the headfàfi: of the boat, and keep. 

her from running adrift, \vithout 

which precaution we bad infallibly 

p,~rifhed .. 

Our f1rfl: care was to returlb 

thanks to. God for our deliverance 

from fuch imminent danger; and 

indeed·, \vithout his providential aïd, . 

1 ; 
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it 'vas not poffible vve fhould have· 

e(caped death. We were novv on a 

~~ fandy point, feparated from the. 

~ body of the ifland by a river, which 

Il· ran from a bay a little above where 

lVe landed. It was with the greateft 

difficulty vve croffed this river, the. 

depth of which expofed us t~ 

danger a third time. As the water 

ebbed~ we were able to fetch vvhat 

we had in the boat, and bring the· 

articles on fhore in the ifland .. This 

was a great fatigue, but we had no~ 

ti me to lofe. W e were drenched 

to the fkin, and €Very thing be

longing to. us was in the fame con

dition-how then could we poffibly, 

make a fire t After a · confiderable 

ime, 
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ti me, ho\vever, we fuccedcd : this· 

~vas more necdfary to us than any 

rhing elfe; and although it was long 

fince \Ve had taken any nourifh

ment, and that we \Vere hungry, \Ve 

did not think of fatisfying that 

\Vant until we had \Varmed our

felves. 

About three o'clock in the morn

ing the yawl ca·me on fhore with 

only fix n1en in her ; the fea ran fo 

high that they could not venture any 

more. We \Vent' do\vn to her af-

:tiftance, and took the neceffary pre

cautions to draw her on fhore with

out damaging her. She was our 

only refource,. and without her we· 

fhould. 
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:fl1ould never have been able to get 

the provifions which the gunner had: 

faved from the fhip, nor the feven

teen men who .fi ill remained oa 
board. 

None of us dared to venture the· 

next day, and vve paffed the fuc

ceeding night very forro\vfully .. 

The fire we had made was infuf-
ficicnt to dry us, and we had no ... -

thing to ferve as a covering in this. 

rigorous feafon .. The \vind ap

peared to increafe, and although the 

ihi p \vas ftrong, new, and vvell-

built, vve bad reafon to fear that fhe 
'vould not remain vvhole until next. 

day, and th at tho fe who. 'vere on 

' board 



board would infallibly periih.

About tnidnight the wind fell,. 

the fea became more calm, and at 

break of day we faw the fui p in the 

fame frate we had left her. Sorne 

of our feamen went aboard in the 

boat, and found our men in good 

health, and that they had paffed 

their time much more agreeably ~ 

than vve had, a.s they had fomething, 

to eat and drink, and were under 

fhelter w They put forne provifions 

into the boat, and brought them to 

us, at a time when hunger began to· 

prefs us very much .. 

. We then took our repa.fl:, con

fifting · of about three ounces of 

meat 
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tneat each, a little broth of forne 

legumes or pulfe boiled therein. 

W e found i t neceffary to be careful, 

that we might not expofe ourfelves 

to a total \Vant of food. We fent a 
fecond time to the fhi p to fave the 

carpenter's tools, forne pitch for our 

long-boat, a hatchet to eut wood, 

and forne fails to make tents. Ali 

thefe things were of great ufe to us, 

particularly the fails, for the fnow 

feil that night two feet deep. 

On the next day, (November 16). 
while forne went on board the ihip 
in fearch of provifions, others la

boured to get the long-boat on 

ihore, and fucceeded by help of a 

double 
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touble tackle. The bad condition 

:Che was in convinccd us ho\V near 

\Ve had been peri!hing, and we could 

not conceive how it was poffible 

:ilie could have reached the fhore. 

We immediately fet about repairing 

her. Th€ mizen-yard of the !hip 

ferved for a keel. We made a ne\v 

fl:ern-pofl: with a piece of timber 

we eut in the fore fr;. the t\vo planks 

we wanted for the bottom we got 

from the fhip, and in truth we re

paired ber as 'vell as it was poffible 

in our fituation. 

While '\Ve were thus emp1oyed 

on our boat \Ve made but one tneal 

in twenty -four hours, and that as 

n1oderate 



nioderate as I have before defcribed. 

Prudence req uircd this of Is; \Ve 

had only t\vo month prov.ifions in 

the ihip, which is the ufual quan

ti ty they lay in for a voyage from 

Q8ebec to France. Ail our bifcuit 

was fpoiled; and of our other flores~ 
one half had been either confumed 

or fpoiled in the eleven days we hacf 

been at fea: fo that we had not 

more th an fi ve weeks provifions .. 

This calculation, or, if y ou pleafe, 

this refleétion, was a melancholy 

one, for there \Vas no appearance 

we fhould be able to quit this defert 
fpot in th at period. 

The 
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The fhips which pafs 1n the 

ncighbourhood of this i!land keep 

too far off to fee any fignals that \Ve 

might have made; befides, the fea

fon was fo far advanccd that \Ve 

could not expeéè any until ncxt 

fpring. 

I really began to defpair; my 

fpirits failed; cold, fnow, frofi and 

illnefs, feemed to unite to increafe 

our fufferings; and we \Vere finking 

under the preifure of fo 1nany evils. 

Our ihi p be came inacccffible by the 

ice \vhich formed round her; the 

cold caufed a perpetuai inclination 

to fleep, and our tents were infuf-

ficient 



ficîent to proteéè us from the im

menfe quantity of fnow, which feil 

this year to the height of fix feet : 

many of our con1 panions were 

already attacked by a fever: fuch 

. unhappy circumfiances ohliged us 

to think of extricating ourfelves 
from them. 

We knew that at Mingan, a poil: 

fituated on the northern fhore of the 

river, or the land of the Efkimaux, 

there were al ways forne Frenchmen 

\vintered to kill fea 'volves for oil. 

From them we were fure of pro

curing fuccour; but the d}fficulty 

\Vas, how \Ve ihould reach that 

place in fuch a feafon; ali the ftnall 

ri vers 
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Tivers were already frozen ; the 

.fno\V already covered the earth to 

the height of three fect, and \Vas 

àaily increafing: the voyage \Vas 

long, confidering the feafon of the . 

year and our fituation, for vve had 

forty leagues to run to double the 

north-wefi point of the ifiand, after

wards to defcend the ri ver St. La\~/ .... 

renee a little way, and thcn t~'elve 

leagues to run acrofs the northern 

bran ch of that ri ver. 

We refolvcd, however, at leafi to 

attempt to furmount thefe obfiacles, 

for in our prefent :fituation we could 

not meet with any thing more 

dreadful : but a refleéèion made us 

paufe 
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paufe for a titne. It was not pof

lib1e that \Ve could ali embark at 

once for Mingan; half the cotnpany 

tnufr neceŒ,uily remain here, and 

tho fe \V ho \Vent would think them

felves happy far above the reft, not-

\vithfianding the danger to \vhich 

they expofed themfelves. 

W e bad, hovv~ver, no other choice 

to make, and \Ve muft either re

folve to fray here and periih to

,gether in lefs than fix weeks, or to 

feparate ourfeives for a time. I in

fornled every one that the leaft de .. 

lay would infallibly defeat our plan; 

that, while \Ve \Vere hefitating, the 

badnefs of the veather increafed, 

and 
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and that we had but a very fn1all 

fiock of provifions. 1 added, that 

undoubtedly every individual would 

be unwilling to remain vvhere we 

vvere; but at the fame time 1 repre

fented our feparation as abfolutely 

neceffary, and I hoped that· the Lord 

vvould dif po fe the he arts of forne 

of them to let their brethren depart 

in fearch of food: lafily, I en

treated them to dry and prepare the 

ornaments of the chapel; and that, 

to draw on us the bleffing of the 

Holy Ghofi, I would celebrate mafs 

on the 26th; and th at I was con

fident our prayers 'vould procure us 

the effeél: we vviilied. Every one 

applauded my propofition, and I 
faid 
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faid n1afs accordingly; at v .. ·hich 

ti me twenty -four tnen offercd vo

luntarily to remain, on co;dition 

that thofe 1vho \Vent \Vould f\vear 

on the Evangeliils to fend f uccour 

as foon as they arrivcd at Mingan. 

I infonncd my cotnpanions that 

I was ready to remain \Vith thctè 
t\Vcnty -four, and that . f \\'Ottld en

dea v our to encourage then1 to \v ait 

paticntly the . promifed rcJief.

Every boJy firenuouily oppofeJ my 

dcfign; and, in . order to ddli1ade 

me, f1id, th at as I \Vas açq uaintcJ 

\vith the language of the country, I 

~~ mufi accotnpany thofc '\Yho \Vent 

in the boats, th at in cafe lv Ic:lTrs. 

E de 
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de Frenoufe and Senneville, 'vho 

alfa f poke the language, fhould die 

or faU fick, I might ferve as an in ... 

terpreter to any Indians they might 

find. Thofe who were to remain 

particularly preffed me to go, as 

they knew I was incapable of break

ing my vvord, ·and did not doubt 

but that, on my arrivai at Mingan, 

my fir!l: care would be to fend then1 

aŒfiance. Not but that thofe vvho 

, '\vere to go, 'vere very 'vell difpofed 

to fend back the boat as faon as 

poffible, but they evidently thought 

that they might place more con-

fidence in the faith of a prieft than 

any other individual. 

\Vhen 
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Whcn cvcry thing 1vas arrangcd, 

1 cxhortcd tho fe \\ho 'vere to be 

left at the place of ihip\vreck to 

have patience. I told them that the 

furcfr means to dra\v on thetn the 

E1vours of heaven, was to avoid 

:giving then1felyes up to defpair, and 

to put their truft wholly in Provi

dence; that they ihould employ 

themfelves in fotne confiant exer-

.'(:ift- to avoid ficknefs, and being too 

n1uch difcouraged; that they ihould 

ufe the provifions vve left \vith them 

prudent] y, although I hoped to be 

.able to fend them relief before they 

'vantcd, but t.hat it 'vas better to 

have fon1c left , thau to rifk a fa

mine. A ft cr I had gi ven them this 

E 2 advice, 



advice, thofe who vvere to depart 

be gan to prepare vvhat they vvanted; 

and on the 2 7th \Ve embraced our 

corn panions, who vvifhed us a 

happy voyage. On our fide . vve 

expreffed our defire to be able foon 

to e:xtricate them fro1n their diffi

culties. W e were far fron1 think

ing this vvould be the lafl: time \Ve 

fhould fee them. Our parting \vas 

extretnely affeéting ; and the tears 

\V hi ch attended it feetned a ki nd of 

foreboding of what \Vas to happen. 

Thirtecü embarked in the ya\vl, 

and twenty -fe ven in the long-boat : 

\Ve departed in the afternoon, and 

row ... ed about th~ec leagues, but could 

not 
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not find any landing-place, confe

q uently \Vere obliged co pafs the 

night at fea, \Vhere \Ve experienced 

a cold ·w hi ch not to· be dc
fcribed. 

The next day we did not make 

fo mu ch \vay, but 've flept on fhore; 

and during part of the night a vafi 

quantity of fno\v feil on our bodies. 

The 2gth \Vc :!till had contraty 

\vinds, and wc re obliged by the 

D10\V, \vhich conti oued to f~·tll in 

abundance, to go on fhorc earl y. 

The 30th the bad \veather obliged 

us to :flop at nine o'clock in the 

morn1ng; 've landed and made a 

good fire, and dreifed fotne peas, 

E 3 by 



by ·which many of our peop!e were 

much incomtnoded .. 

The 1ft: of December the \VÎnd 

prevented our embarking, and as 

our feamen co1nplained of weak

nefs, and faid they cou1d no longer 

labour at the oar, we dreifed and 

ate a little meat, after having alfa, 

drank the broth : this \Vas the firfi: 

time fince our dcl?arture \Ve had 

fared fo \Vell; on the other da ys we 

had fubfiil:ed on dry and ra\V fait 

fifu, or elfe forne pille tnadc of 

meal and \Vat er. The fecond day 

in the morning, the wind having 

:tbifted to the fouth-eaft, wc failed, 

and made good \vay ; about noon· 

\V. 
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've joined the yawl, and had our 

1neal ali together. Our j oy was 

extreme to find that the good wea

ther continued, and tha~ the winct 

was more favourable; but this joy 

\vas of thort du ration, and gave 

place to a dreadful confternation. 

After our 1neal \ve proceeded on 

our voyage ; the ya\v 1 \Vent fafter 

than the long-boat \Vith the oars, 

but "\Ve failed better th an ihe did. 

To\vards the evening the \vind rofe 

and bad fhiftcd a little; \Ve therefore 

thought \VC ihould endeavour to 

double a point \ve had in fight, and 

1nade a fignal to the ya,vl to follo\V 

us ; but fhe \vas too clofe to the 

land, and \VC loft iight of her. 

E 4 At 
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.A.t the point we met vvith a 

dreadful fea, and although the wind 

\Vas not very high, \Ve cou1d not 

clou ble it but \vith great difficulty, 

and after having iliipped abundance 

of vvater; this alarmed us for the 

y.a \V 1, \V hi ch \vas clofe to the land, 

where the fea always breaks more 

th an at a difiance; in :iliort, ilie \Vas 

fo feverely handled, that {he pe

rifhed-a circumfiance, as y ou \v ill 

hea~, we did not knovv till the next 

fpring. A.s foon as we had paifed · 

the point we endeavoured to land, 

but the night vvas too far advanced, 

and vVe couJd not at firfi: find a 

place ; the fca vvas for ncar t'NO 

leagucs full of fharp and· high 

roclTs,. 
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rocks, but at lail: feeing a fan dy 

bay, we :filled ali our fails, and 

landed fafely \Vithout being very 

wet. We immediately lighted a 

great fire, in arder to direél: the 

ya\vl where \Ve were; but this pre- · 

caution \vas ufelefs, as ihe \vas then 

v..Trecked. 

Having eaten a little of our pafie, 

cvcry one wrappcd himfelf up in 

his blanket, and paffed the night 

near the fire. About ten o'clock 

the \Veather gre\v bad, and the fno\v 

continued falling till the next day~ 

·which the fire melted, and fo much 

incommoded us, that we chofe 

ES rather 
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rather to expofe ourfd v es to the· 

cold than to fleep in the \Va ter .. 

Towards midnight the vvind \Vas, 

fo violent that our lonrr-boat \Vas.. 
0 

dri ven from her an ch ors, and ran 

on fhore, but was not bulged. The· 

two men '\vho were in her, being 

afieep, awakened, and called loudly 

for affiftance. We ali ra.n dovvn ; . 

the captain and I employed our

felves in throwing what \Ve could 

of her lading on fuore, \vhieh the 

others took u p and carried as far 

as they thought neceifary out of the· 

flux of the fea; but the fea became 

[{) violent, that in its ebb it \vould. 

infa1libly 



infallibly have carried away the 

\vhole, if our companions had not 

removed them three different times. 

~fhis \Vas not fufficient; 've 'vere 

obliged to haul up OU{ veifel, and 

prcvent her alfo fro1n being carried 

a\vay. The trouble we had to get 

her on fhore is inconceivable, which 

've did not effeél till near ten o'clock 

the ncxt morning. We fou nd fhe 

had fuffcred grea tl y, and would re

qui re confiderablc repairs. This vve 

poil-poned till the morrow ,. and pro

ceeded to make fire to dry our 

cloaths ; afterwards we ate a fmaU 
quantity, to reitore us after the fa. 

tigues \Ve had experienced during· 

·he vvhol.e night. In the morning 

E 6 the· 



the carpenters, and f uch as \Vere in 

a condition to affiil:, worked ta re

place every thing in a proper frate;. 

and a party of our people \Vere em

ployed in fearching after the ya\vl, 

but without fuccefs, and it \Vas in 

yain for us to continue feveral days 

in fuch a place as this to look for 

ber. On the day be fore we de

parted \Ve killed two faxes, \v hi ch 

ena bled us to fave our provifions. 

In ?Ur fituati.on we were glad ta 

avail ourfelv~s of any thing, and 

the dread of perifhing with hunger 

induced us not to omit any circum~ 

fiance th~t would tend_ to pralong 

lifeo. 

Or.· 
!O 
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On the 7th of the mon th at day~ 

break vve failed \vith a light and 

favourable \VÏnd, \vhich enabled us 

to make good \vay. About ten 

o'clock we ate our foxcs, and a fe\v 

hours after the fky overcail, and the 

\vind increafing as the tide rofe, \Ve 

found it neceffary to fearch for a 

harbour, }?ut could not find any; 

\Ve were therefore obliged to keep 

out to fea, and carry a prefs of fail. 

As the night advanced, a fiorm of 

rain mingled \Vith hail catne on 

fuddenly, attended with darknefs, 

and the wind raged fo violently that 

\Ve could \Vith difficulty fteer the 

boat, which had already received 

too many ftrokes to be in a con-

dition 
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di ti on for fu ch weathcr. 

however, .obliged to 

chance. 

vVe \Vere-, 

take our 

In the roidit of this danger \Ve 

\Vere drivcn into a bay, \vherc the 

\Vi nd ft ill tormented us, and we 

could not pof11bly finding a landing

place. ÜuJ" anchor would not hring. 

1IS up; the \Veather gre\V vvorfe· 

every n1inute, and our boat being 

·dr:iven violently againfi forne funken 

rocks, vve began to fear our lait 

hour w as cotne .. 

We exerted aU our endeavours, 

ànd threw a part of the boat's lading 

into the fea, to· retard our defiruc

tioo 
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ti on for a fhort pcriod. This was 

fcarcely accomplifhed before we 

found ourfelves furrounded with icc; 

a ci.t:cum.francc v; hi ch increafed our 

alarms, as the pieces of ice wcrc 

furioufly agitated, and fon1e of then1 

frruck againfi the boat. I am not 

able to tell you ho\v or \Vhcre \Ve 

\Vere driven, but I do affure yo 1 the 

circun1ffances \vhich agitated us 

during this night ate not to be ex

pr ffcd; darknefs augmented the 

norror of our fituation; every ftrokc 

0f the fea fecmed to announce ap

_F,roachi.ng death. I exhorted every 

one not to defpair of Providence; 

at the fame time to prepare them

fdves to appear and render an ac..:. 

co un 
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count oefore God of a life \Vhich 

bad been granted to us only to ferve 

him, \V ho vvas the mafier, and en

titled to take it away when he pleafed .. 

At laft the day appeared, and we 

endeavoured to get between the 

rocks and the fhore, where, "\vhen 

we fucceeded, we found ourfelves a 

little more at our eafe. Every one 

of us conceived ourfelves efcaped 

from ·the ja ws of dea th, and re

turned thanks to that All-powerful 

Hand that bad preferved us from 

fl1ch imminent danger. 

With every effort \Ve could make 

\Ve could not come near the fhore, 

the 



the \Vater \Vas too ihallo\v for the 

boats ; \Ve therefore 'vere forced to 

c·nfi anchor, and in order to get on 

fhore \Vere· obliged to \vade through 

the water, in forne places as high 

as our \vaifl:s, and every where as 

high as the knees. \V e carried on 

ihore our kettle, and forne meal to 

drefs. After having taken forne 

nourifhment we dried our cloaths, 

\Vith intent to depart next day. 

The cold increafed fo much 

during the night that the bay \Vas 

frozen over, and our boat fa.fi on 

all ii des; \Ve vainly hoped that forne 

gufi of \vind would break the ice 

'nvay, for the cold increafcd every 

day. 
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day ~ 'The 1ce continucd to gro'v 

ftronger, and we bad no other 

courfe to take but to land the fe\V 

things \vhich had not been thrown 

into the fea, and to get our pro

vi.fions round us. \Ve. proceeded to 

make cabins or huts, and covered 

them \Vith branches of the pine 

tree. 1,he captain and r were pretty 

Weil acquainted \Vith the method of 

building thefe huts, and therefore 

ours was the moil: convenient. The 

feamen l5uilt one for themfelves 

ne ar us, and we confiru él:ed a place 

to fto\v o.ur provifions, into \v hi ch 

no one could enter but in preft;nce 

of ali the othcrs. l'his \Vas a ne

ce:Œ'l.ry precaution, and to prevent 

fu ch 
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fuch fufpicions as might have at. 

tached to thofe who had the care 

of them, and to prevent any one 

confuming in a fe\v days what 

ought to fupport fo many perfons 

for a long period. 

The furniture of our aparttnents 

coniifred of an iron pot, in \vhich 

they formerly ufed to beat pitch, 

but no\V ferv:ed us for a kettle; \Ve 

had only one hatchet, and were 

even in \Vant of a flone to fharpen 

i t : to preferve us againil this fevere 

cold \Vc bad only our common 

cloaths and blankets half burned. 

Any one of the fe failing, our de

firuétion was inevitable. Without 

the 
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the pot it was not poffible to drcfs 
1 

any thing to fupport us; without 

the hatchet we could not procure 

any \Vood to make our fire ; and if 

dcprivcd of our blankets, bad as 

they were, there was no poffibility 

of fupporting the exceffive cold of 

the nights. 

This fla te, you will fay, was very 

dreadful, and could not poffibly be 

\Vorfe. Here you mufi excufe tne; 

for although it may appear incre

dible to you, yet our difirefs was 

r~ally confiantly augmenting, and I 

have many things to relate before I 

-:fhaU have defcribéd the mifery to 

\vhich '\VC \Vere reduced. 

Our 
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Our only rcfource 'vas prolong

ing . our lives t1Il the end o the 

n1onth of April, and to \V ai L un til 

the ice \Vas difperfed, or melted, 

that \Ve mig ht be enabled to com

pleat our voyage in our boat • . The 

chance of any . fuccour reaching us 

in this place was fo little, t]1at we 

could not even .flatter ourfelves with 

any fuch. hope. In this conjunc

ture it beca~1e neceifary to examine 

carefully the flate of our provifions, 

and to regulate the diftribution in 

fuch~ a mann er that they , n1ight laft 

the neceifary time. We therefore 

fcttled our allo\vance in the follo\v-
~ 

ing tnan~r :-in the morning \Ve 

boil cd t\vo pounds of meal in .melted 

L'10\V' 
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fno\V, to tnake eithcr a pudding or 

porridge : in the evening we dreiTed 

about an equal quantity of n1eat in 

the fatne mann er. As \Ve were fe

ventecn, each perfon \Vas confe

quently allo\ved about four ounces 

of nourifhment a day. W e had no 

bread, or any other eatable except 

a few peas, 'v hi ch '\Ve boiled once a 

\Veek infiead of meat; and although 

\Ve had only about a f poonful each, 

this \vas in truth our befl n1eal. 

Fixing the quantity of food we \Yere 

to be allowed \Vas not enough, it 

\Vas alfo neceffary to regulate our 

employment. Myfelf, Leger, and 

Bafil, undertook to eut all the \vood 

that fhould be \Vanted, let the wea-

ther 
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ther be good or bad : others under

took to carry it home, and othcrs 

to make paths in the fnow in the 

\vay we mu ft go into the fore ft. 

Y ou will perhaps be furprifed 

that 1 !hould undertake to eut \Vooâ, 

as an employment not proper for 

me, and to \vhich my firength was 

inadequate. In one refpeél: you are 

right, but if you refleél: that violent 

excrtions open the pores, anâ gi ve a 

vent to many humours \Vhich woulâ 

be dangerous if they re~ained i_n 

the blood, you will perhaps con

elude \Vith me, that to thi~ exercife 

1 am indebted for my prefervation. 

I al·ways took care to labour till 1 

\Vas 
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\Vas fatigued, \vhe.I). I felt n1yfelf 

heavy or inclined to a fever, and 

particularly w hen · I found myfclf 

affe[ted by any bad air. W e there

fore \Vent r>very day into the \Voods, 

and notw · thfiandinb the efforts of 

our friends to cl car a\vay the fno\V, 

we often funk up to the waifi:-in it. 

rfhis was not the only inconveni

ence \Ve experienced ip this bu

fi.nefs ; the trees \VÏthin our reach 

were full of branches, and . fo co

vere cl with fnow, that on the firfr 

ftroke of the hat!=het, the man ·who 

gave t~e ~roke ·"yas knockcd clown 

by. what feil on him. We all in 

our turns experienced this treat

ment, and- fon1etimes \Ve have been 

ferved 
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lf 1èrved fo nvo or three times fuc-

ccffivciy; \Ve, ho\vever, continued 

our \Vork, and \\hen by repeated 

firokes \Ve had cleared the trce of 

fpars, \Ve eut it do\vn, chopped it 
in pieces, and every one returned to 

the but loadcd : thcn our con1pa

nions \Vent in fearch of the refi \v hi ch 

\ve had eut, or for as much as wc 

\Vanted for the day. \Ve found thi · 

bufinefs very fatiguing, but it \Va 

abfolutely neceffiuy; and althourrh 
. 0 

our exertions ·were extreme, \Ve had 

cvery thing to fear if \Ve relaxcd in 

our aHiduity; the labour '\Vas alfo 

·daily increafing, for as we eut do,vn 

the trecs, v;e \Vere obliged to go 

furthcr in fearch of others, and con-

F fequently 
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fequently to clear a longer path ·: 

unhappi1y alfo our firength decayed 

as ·our labour increafed. Sorne 

branches of pi ne trees, thro\Vn clown 

\vithout order, ferved us for beds; 

the vermin torn1ented us, for \Ve 

bad no change of linen; the ftnoke 

and fno\V caufed us inconceivable 

pains in .our eyes, and, to complete 

our ·mis fortunes, \Ve were troubled 

with a cofiivenefs, and at the fan1e 

ti me an almofr continued diabetes. 

I mufi leave to phyficians the tafk 

of examining ho\V thofe t\vo incon

veniences could arife. I-Iad \Ve 

kno\vn the caufe, it would have been 

of no fervice to us; and it is ufelefs 

to difcoYer the fource of an evil 

:"-rh en 
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'\\/hen \Ye have no ren1edy In our 
povver. 

The 24th of Decen1ber vve dried 

the ornaments of our chape!, and 

as vve had fiill a little tvine, I caufed 

it to be thaweû, and on Chrifirnas

day celebrated mafs. At the con

cl ufion I pronounced a i11ort dif-
1 

courfe, to exhort my Bock to pa-

tience. I dretv a parallel bet\vcen 

the fufferings of the Saviour of the 

World and their O\Vn, and con

cluded by recomn1ending thetn to 

offer up their praycrs to the Lord, 

aifuring them that fuch oltèrings 

'vould give thern a title to a recom

penfe. The evils vve fcel are much 

F 2 bettcr 
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better explained than thofe we fee 

others fuffer.. My difcourfe had the 

effeét I expeél:ed ; every one re

f umed courage, and refigned them

felves patiently to fuffer \vhat fhould 

pl cafe God to infliél:, either to 

call us to himfelf, or relieve us 

from danger .. 

On the 1 fi of Jan uary a hea vy 

rain fell ail day; and as we cou1d 

not fecure ourfelves from it, vve 

were obliged to fieep in the vvet, 

and a fevere northerly wind blowing 

in the night, fraze us up in our cabin, 

but broke the ice in the bay, and 

drove it to fea with our long-boat. 

A man of the name of Foucault 
informed 



( lOI ) 

informed us of this dreadful ne,vs 

by a Ioud cry; and \vhcn \Ve bad 

fought every \vhere to finJ.. her \Vith

out e.ffeél:, you 1nay judge of out 
confiernation. This accident was 

the fevereft of our fu.fferings, and 

deprived us of every hope of feeing 

an end to them. I \Vas fen fil> le of 

its confequences, and behe1d every 

one giving way to de:CpaiP. Sorne 

propofed that we fhould eat up ali 

our provi:Gons at once, and then 

quietly lay ourfelves do\vn and die: 

others refufed to work; and, to 

jufiify their refufal, faid, that it \Vas 

needlefs to prolong their troubles, 

fi?ce, to ali appearance, they could 

not av.oid death. \Vhat a fituation! 

F 3 the 
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the hardefi hard heart tnufl: furely 

be affeél:ed ; :ith it; the tears flo\V 

\Vhile I relate it., and you, my 

brothcr, are too rnuch avvake to the 

tnisfortuncs of ethers to {uppofe 

that n1ine \vill not mclt you. 

I found it neceffary to excrt a!l 

my abilities to cotnbat the refolu .. 

tions of my companions; the beft 

reafons I urged feetned to makc 

them more impatient, and to feel 

1-vith greater poignancy their 111e .. 

lancholy fituation.. That mildnefs, 

1-vith which I hoped to be able to 

turn them from thcir intentions, 

not appearing to produce any effeét, 

I affumed that authority n1y funétion 

gave 
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6ave n1c, and told them with an 

cncrgy th at fcerned to furprife them, 

'' that the Almighty aifuredly \Vas 

'' inccniè l againil: us, . and that he 

" n1cafured the evils \Vith \\·hich he 

'' afHiél<:d us according to the crimes 

'' of which we had been formerly 

" guilty; that thefe evil deeds had 

'' undoubtedly been enonnous 1 :fince 

'' the punifhment thereof bad been 

'' fo fevere; but that our defpair 

'' \\-·as our greatefi: fin, and th at 

' ' if '\Ve did not foon repent thereof, 

' ' ".vould not be pardon cd. How 

" do y ou kno\v, n1y brethren,, 

[lid I, '' if y ou are not near the end 

" of your repentance ? The time of 

'' the mo ft fcvere fufferings is often 

E 4 '' that 
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(( that of the greateft mercies: do 

' ' not therefore render yourfelves un

(' \Vorthy thereof by y our mur

,, murs. The firft duty of n Chrif

'' tian is implicitly to fubmit to the 

" de cree of his Creator, and y our 

~' re bel hearts refift him: y ou lofe 

" in one inftant the fruit of thofe 

•' ills w hi ch God fends only to 

'' rend er tho fe he deftines to be his 

•' childrcn more worth y of his fa .. 

" " vours : you now tnedi.tate felf

'' murder, and, to a void fo1ne tem

" porary fufferings, y ou do not fear 

" rifking eternal torn1ents. Pur

" [ue, therefore, your criminal in

'' tentions ; accon1pli!h y our horrid 

" defigns; I have clone my duty, 

'' anc1 
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'' and y ou mufl: determine whether 

'' y ou will be loft for ever ! 1 

'' hope, ho,vcver," added I, '' there 

',. are among y ou forne fouis fo at

" tached to the la\V of their God, 

'' as to refpeét my remonfl:rances, 

'' and that they \vill jo in \vith me 

" in offering him their labours, and 

" will aik of him frrength to fup
" port him through them." 

Wh en I bad fini!hed, I was re~ 
tiring, but they all fiopped tne, and 

cntreated me to pardon the fiate of 

defpair into \vhich they had fallen, . 

and, fhedding a torrent of tears,. af-

fured me that they would no longer 

offend Heaven by their murmurs 

5. and. 
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and impatience, but \\rould redouble· 

their efforts to preferve a life \vhich 

they held of God alone, and of 

\vhich they were not mafiers. In

ftantly every one refumed his or

dinary occupation; I and 1ny two . 

corn panions repaired to the \Voods, 

and \Vhen we returned, the others 

\Vent out to bring home \V hat. \Ve 

bad eut. When they were ali af-. 

fembled, I told them, that, as I bad 

\Vine for three or four maifes, I 

'\Vould celebrate one to requeil: of 

the Holy Spirit that firength of 

which \Ve ftood in need ;, and as the 

5th of January was a fine day, I 

performed the ceremony of the mafs 

thereon. 1 bad fcarcely finifhed" , 

'-Vhen 
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wnen M. Vaillant and the fhip'& 

fieward, nan1ed Foucault, a fl:rong 

and able man, informed us of a re

folution they had taken to go in 

fearch of the long-boat. I praifed

thcir zcal in expofing thetnfelves 

thus for the fafety of their corn-· 

pan tons. Praife is· \Velcome in ·any 

itatc of li fe, and felf-1ove ne ver 

quits us till \Ve die. In lefs than· 

t\vo hours· after thefe t\vo men bad~ 

lcft us, \Ve fa\v then1 return vvith 

fuch an air of fatisfaétion as fore- · 

told they. bad good news to corn- . 

tnunicate; nor \vas our. conjeél:urc 

falfe, for M .. Vaillant told us, that 

after he and Foucault bad travelled. 

fr)r about an hour, they perceived, 1 

:F 6 0 ~ 
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on the :fi de of the wood, a little hut,. 

and two bark canoes; that, on en

tering the hut, they bad found fotne 

~at of the fea '\volf and a hatchet, 

\vhich they brought a'\vay with 

them. Impatience to impart this 

good news to their companions pre

ventcd them from further fearch. 

I \Vas in the \voods \V hen they re

turned, and the Sieur Senneville ran 

to inform me of the difcovery thefè 

gentlemen bad made.. I hafiened 

my return to the but, and entreated 

the two gentlemen to tell me what 

they had feen, and every \Vord in .. 

fufed hope and joy into my mind. 

I feized this opportunity to exalt 

the caies of Providence towards 

tho fe 
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hofe \Vho do not defpair; and f 

exhorted eve one to return thanks· 

to God for the r- vour no\v befiowed 

on us. The nearer \Ye are to danger, 

the more gratitude we feel to our 

deliverer. A fevr days ago vve 

thought ourfelves abandoned vvith ... 

out refource, and :vhen \Ve defpaired 

of receiving any heJp, we learned 

that there were fotne fndians in the 

iiland, and that to\vards the end of · 

March, vvhen they returned to their 

buts in fearch of their canoes, they 
might ·afiifr us .. 

This difcovery renewed the hopes 

of thofe who had made it, and t ey 

iet off the next day full of that con

·dencc 
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fidence which a beginning of fuccefs. 

infpires. They had hopes of find-

ing our long-boat a gain, and \Vere. 

not difappointed ; for having tra

velled a li tt le further th an they did 

the day before, they faw her at a 

difiance from the land, and in their 

return found and brought away 

-.,vith them· a trunk full of cloaths, 

which we bad tnrown into the' 

water the night before the boat \Vas;

on,the rocks. 

On the 1 oth, althougli the \vea.:. 

ther was extremely cold, \Ve ali 

went to endeavour to get our long

boat into a place of fafety; but \Ve · 

fcund her full of ice, and the ice 

about: 
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about her made her appear like a 

little mountain-in ihort, \Ve fa,v it 
\Vas impoffible to get her to the fhore: 

a hundred men \Vould fcarcely have 

fucceeded, and many \Vould have 

been in danger of perifhing in the 

atte1npt. This event gave us much 

uneafinefs ; but it \Vas probable that 

the Indians-, to \Vhom the canees 

belonged, had forne other embark

ation \Vith which they had come 

into the ifland, and of \vhich \Ve · 

hoped to avail ourfelves. We were 

therefore returning to. our home, . 

but had fcarcely gone iifty paces, 

when the cold feized M. Foucault, 

fo as to prevent him fro1n \Valking: 

ve \Vere obliged to carry him to. 

OUT 
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eur cabin, where he foon after ex

pired. 

On the 23d our carpenter expired 

fron1 the fatigue he had undergone ; ·. 

he had time to confefs himfelf, and 

died a true Chriftian. Although 

many of us· wcrc troubled \vith 

f\velled legs, we did not lofe any 

more un til the 1.1th of February. 

The expeétation of fupporting life 

till the end ot March kept up our. 

fpirits, and we already fancied we 

fil\v our dcliverers approach. But 

it was not the wil'l of God: his de-· 

figns are impenetrable, and although 

events turn out contrary to our ex

peét:ation, we cannot, 'vithout blaf-· 

phemy,. 



( I 13 ) 

phemy, accufe hitn of injufiice. 

What \Vc call evil, with him is 

often de1igned as a bleffing ;- and 

\Vhether he rewards or puni!hes, 

\Vhether he tries us by adverfity or 

profperity,, we equally owe him our 
thanks. 

Our captain, M. de Frenoufe, 
died on the 16th, after receiving 
extreme unél:ion. A man of the name 

0f John Boifeman followed him in 

a fe\v hours, confeffing himfelf, and 

expiring with great refignation. 

To\vards the evening of the fame 

day, a young tnan named Girard 
paicl the laft debt t0 nature. A 
1 iforder in his legs arofe from 

"\V.arming_ 
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warn~1ng them too near the fire , 

and made hitn feel his approaching 

end. I affified him in his la ft n1o· 

ments, and his repentance of his 

faults makes me hope he has ob

taincd pardon. 

Our gunner fell into a fwoon the 

fame night, from which· he never 

recovered. Lafily, a man namcd 

Robert Boffeman was attacked by 

the diforder which bad carried off 

the ethers. .He \Vas a Calvinifl:, 

and I wifhed hitn to abjure his re

ligiGn, but· I confefs it \Vas a dif

ficult tafk to make him a Catholic. 

Happily the goodnefs of the caufe 

1 fought fupplied the place of thofe 

talents. 
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talents neceffary to fupport it. 

tnuil confefs that the reformcd :tre 

'vell infiruél:ed, and I \Vas t\venty 

times ftaggered by the reafonings 

of this man. What a pity that the 

foundation of Calviniftn fhould be 

laid on a falfe principle-I will ex

plain myfelf clearly, \V hat a· pity 

that the Calvinifis are not of the 

Rotnan communion; with what 

f uccefs would they defend a good 

caufe, 'vho can fo vigoroufly fup
port a bad one. 

r\t lafi this man comprehended 

n1e; and being defirous of avoiding 

the danger of dying in any other 

belief 
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belief than ours, on the 24th of 

February he abjured his religion, 

repeated the profeffion of faith, an<.t 

went to reccive his re\vard in the 

other \Vorld. As thefe men died, 

\Ve laid them in the fnow near our 

but. Undoubtedly it was not pru

dent to depolit our dead fo near us~ 

but we \vanted both fpirits and 

ftrength to carry them farther off; 

befides, our fituation did not allo\v 

us to attend to every thing, and we 

had either no apprehenfions of the 

daBger arifing from the corruption 

they might caufe in the air, or 

rather, vve thought that the exceffive 

coldnef~ of the air \VOU}d prevent 

th at 
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that corruption from producing 

thofe e.ffeél:s \Vhich \vere to be 

feared at another feafon. 

So many deaths in fo fhort a 

fpace of time a1armed us aU. 

Ho\vever unhappy mankind may be, 

they view with horror that moment 

which will relieve them from their 

carcs, if it alfo deprives them of 

life. Sorne of our companions re

grctted the lofs of their 'vives and 

children, · and \vept in contem

plating the il:ate of mifery into 

\vhich their deaths \vould plunge 

their families; others complained of 

Heaven in depriving them of life at 

the moment when they began to 

enjoy 
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·e njoy it; others, fenfible to 'th 

charms of friendfhi p, attached to 

·their country, and defi:ined for 

agreeable and advantageous eila

blifhn1ents, poured forth fu ch la-

. mentations as it was not poffible to 

hear without :fhedding tears : every 

\Vord they uttered pierced rr1y heart, 

and I had fcarcely firength enough 

to comfort them; I rningling my 
tears with theirs, as I could not 

refufe them that comfort, or con

cleron them for .complaining. The 

latter \Vould have be en dan gero us, 

and it appeared to me better to let 

the fidl: emotion of their refleél:ions 

pafs · away . . The objeéls they re

gretted did not render them cul-

pable, 
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·pable, and why fhould I condem 

the ir grief? To in1pofe fil en ce on 

an occafion in \vhich infenfibility 

\Vottld be b1ameab1e, \Vould have 

been to re.fleét on human nature. 

The fituation in \vhich \Ve no\v 

\Vere could fcarcely be rendered 

more unhappy; to be approaching 

death ourfelves ; to fee our friends 

dying, \Vithout ability to affift them; 

to be in doubt refpeéting the fate 

of thirteen of our company \Vho 

\Vere in the yawl \Vhen fhe \Vas 

\vrecked; and to be almoft certain 

that the twenty-four \Ve left on the 

pb. ce of !hi pwreck \Vere in as un

happy a ftate as ourfelves ; to be 

badly 
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badly fed, badly cloathed, fatigued) 

difeafed in our legs, eat up by 

vennin, and continually blinded 

either by the fno\v or fmoke-fuch 

was our \Vretched frate. Every one 

of us \vas an image of death, and 

\Ve trembled when looking at each 

other. What paifed in my own 

mind j uftified the lamentations of 

my companions. The more violent 

our grief is, the fhorter is its du ... 

ration, and expreffion is denied to 

heavy misfortunes rather than light 

ones. 

As foon as 1 favv them abforbed 

in that filence \vhich ufually follovvs 

the flood of tears occafioned by any 
misfortune, 
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1nisfortune, and \vhich IS the fnrc 

tnark of exceiiive grief, I endea

voured to comfort them, and ad

dreifed them near1y as follows : 

'' My dear children, I cannot 

" conden1n your lamentations, and 

'' God \viU doubtlefs hear them fa

'' vourably' for we have oft n ia 
,, ' our rnisfortuncs experienced his 

' ( goorlnefs. Our boat preferved 

" on th~ night of out fhip,:vreck, 

'' the refolution of twen y of our 

" companions \Vho have devoted 

"' thernfcl v cs for our prefervation, 

'' and the di ~co very of the two 

'' Indian Lanoes, are circutnfiances 

" \Vhich evince the proteétion \.vhich 

c '' God 
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'' God has granted to us. He be

'' ftows his bleffings only by cle

u grees; and, before he wholly re

'' Ii ev es us, -expeéts vve fhould ren

,, der ourfelves worthy, by a due 

'' refignation to the ev ils he has 

" thought proper to infliél:. Do 

" not défpair of his goodnefs, and 

'' he vvill never abandon tho fe vvho 

" fubmit to his vvill. If God does 

'' not inftantl y releafe us, he has, 

'' however, conduéled our friends 

'' to a f pot w he re the canoes affure 

'' uS 'Ve :fhall {con find a deliver

" ance. By the hel p of thefe ca

" noes, and the approach of the 

" month of March, \vhen the In

" d1ans return, we may refl aifured 

" the 



( 123 ) 

'' the time of our deliverance \vill 
'' not long be delayed." 

I then fell on my knees, and re .. 
cited fuch prayers as became our 

iituation and wants, in which every 

one joined, each appearing to forget 

his c.1isfortunes for a moment. \Ve 

remained after this prctty quiet 

until t_he sth -0f March, beholding, 

\vith joy, the ti me of our de

Jiverance draw near: but Cod lvas 

pleafed to affiiét us flill furthcr, 

and put our patience to further 
proofs. 

~fhc 6th of March being A111-
\V cdncfday, about t\vo in the 111orn-

G 2 1ng 
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1ng a hcavy fno-vv, driven by " 

violent northerly \Vind, brought our 

misfortunes to their height. The 

fnow fell in fuch immenfe quan

tities as foon to fi.ll our cab in, and 

oblige us to take ilielter in that be

longing to the feamen, into \vhich 

the fnow can1e in alfo very fafl: ; 

· but as it \vas larger, \Ve bad n1ore 

fpacc : our fire vvas put out, and 

-vve had no means to light it again ; 

and, to keep ourfelves -vvarm, -vve 

bad no other refource but to lay all 

togethcr, and as clofe as vve could. 

W lherefore removed into the fea

men's cabin in the morn1ng, carry

ing the remains of a fmall ravv han1, 

part of \V hi ch we a te as foon as "·c 
entered: 
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'Cntcred: \Ve aftcrwards rcn1oved the 

fi1o\v into a corner of the cabi'1, 

and extended the large blanket on 

the ground, under \vhich \Ve ail 

laid ourfelves, and the tatters of the 

finall blankets defended us better 

from the fno\v than fron1 the cold. 

We remained in this fiate, \Vithout 

fire and viétnals, or f\vallo\vin g any 

thing but fnow, until Saturday 

morn1ng. 

I th en took a refolution, not\vith

.fl:anding the cold, to venture out, 

and to endeavour to get a little 

\Vood, and meal to make forne 

pafie. Our li v es \Vere at :fiake if 
'.:e did not feek fon1e fuccour again!l: 

G 3 cold 
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rold and hunger. In the three da ys 

and nights \Ve bad paifed in the 

fèamen's cahin, four or five of the 

cre\v had died \Vith their legs and 

arn1s entirely frozen, and \Ve \Vere 

happy in cfcaping fron1 the like 

ùj fa fier, for the cold \Vas fo fevere 

on thofe clays, that the ftoute:fl: man 

\Vould have been :fl:ruck dead had 

he quitt d the Lut for ten minutes. 

"You may judge from \vhat I am 

no\v going to relate : on Saturday 

the \veather \vas forrle\vhat milder; 

I determ!ncd to go olt, and Leger, 

Baille, and FouG iJt follo\ved me; 

\Vc \vere not more th< n a quarter of 

an hour em ployed in getting the 

1neal, and yet Bafile and Foucault 

bad 
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had their . hands and feet frozcn, 

and died, as you \vill fee, a fe\V 

days after. 

I t \Vas not poilible for us to reach 

the \Voods, as the fi1ovv had ren

dered them inacce{Iible, and \Ve 111 ufi 

h vc rifkc l our deftrué.èion if \ e 

had endeavoured to remove that ob

fiac1e; \Ve \Vere therefore obliged 

to eat our pafie cold-each of us 

had about three ounces, and were 

in danger of paying for this little 

relief with our lives; for, during 

the \vhole night, \Ve \Vere tormented 

\Vith fuch exceŒve thidt, and felt 

fuch burning beats, as made us 

G 4 think 
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think we \vere every motnent going 

to be confumed. 

Sun day, the I oth, Meurs. Tuft, 

Leger, and I, took the opportunity 

of fotne fine \Veather to go in fearch 

of fotne vvood. vVe were the only 

perfons '\v ho were able to wa1k; 

but it \Vas a tniracle that the cold 

:\V.e end ured, and the fatigue \VC 

L nden.vcnt in rerr1oving the fno\v, 

did not rcduce us to the fame con

.dition w.ith the others : h~ppily \VC 

\V:ere nabled to refifi both, and \VC 

r:ought home forne \Vood, made a 

·-:t>c, and with fnow and a little tneal 

we made a clear porridge, which 

~uenched our thirfi a little. 

Ail 
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Ail the \Vood we were able to 

bring \Vas confumed by eight o'clock 

in the evening, and the night was 

fo cold, .that in the morning M. 
Vaillant, the father, was found dead. 

This accident made forne of us pro

pofe to return to our O\Vn cabin, 

\Vhich \Vas fmaller, and confequendy 

\VarnJer than that of the feamen's. 

No more fnow fell_, nor was there 

any appearance that there vvould be. 

N ot\vi thJ1anding our \Veaknefs, \Vc 

undertook to clear our old abodc 

frotn the fnow and ice which filled 

it, and \Ve brought forne frefh 

branches of the fir tree to make our 

15ed ; \Ve carried in alfo forne wood, 

and n1ade large fires both \vithin 

G 5 and 



~ d vvithout to warm it on all fides. 

After thefc operations, \Vhich greatly 

fatigued us, -vve went in fe arch of 

our corn panions. M. de Senneville 

and the younger Vaillant bad their 

legs an.:i anns frozen, and \Ve were 

obliged to ca.-ry them. Meifrs. Le 

Vaifèur, Bafile, and Foucault, who 

were lefs a ffi i éted than the others, 

rernoved without much help; we 

laid them on the branches vve bad 

prepared, from vvhencc none of them 

\Vere evcr removed till after their 

deaths. 

On the 1 7th, Bafile lofi his fenfes, 

and died a fevv da ys aftcr. Fou ... 

cault, \Vho \vas of a ftrong con ... 

fiitution 



ftitution and young, fuffered VlO

lently; the agonies he experienced 

in firuggling \vith death made us 

ali tren1ble, and I never beheld fuch 

a dreadful fpeélacle. I endeavoured 

to acquit myfelf of my duty on 

thefe occaGons, and I hope, with 

the di vine bleffing, that n1y cares 

of the dying were not ufelefs to 

the ir fal vat ion. 

Our proviGons began to be ex

haufied : \Ve had no more meal, and 

thcre remained only about ten 

pounds of peas; \Ve had only about 

fevcn pounds of candies, the fame 

quantity of bacon, and a frnall h~tn 

\vhich did not \Veigh tnore than 

G 6 three 



r.ee pounds. t became therefore 

neceifar:v to look for forne other ,,. 

means of fubfifience. Leger and I, 

for M. Furft, our feconLl captajn, 

\vas not in a fiate to go 0ut, vvent 

in fearch of :lhell fi{h. at lo\v water; 

the weather x.vas tolerable, and \Ve 

;vaded through the vvater for tvvo 

hours as high as our knees. At 

lafi, on a fand bank, \Ve found a 

fpecies of oyfier with a plain :lhell, 

and carried as rnany home as we 

could; they vvere good-and every 

tÎlne the weather and tide permitted, 

\Ve went in fearch of fuch kind of 

food; but vve had like to have paid 

dear for it, for our legs and hand 1n 

f\velled, and vve re nearly frozen. re 

I \Vas 
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I \Vas fully fenfiblc of the danger in 

attending this kind of fiihing too 

often-but \V hat could \Ve do?

\Ve mu!llive, or rather drive a\vay 
death for a time. 

Our fick gre\v worfe evcry âay; 

the gangrene, or mortification, took 

place in the ir legs, and as no 

one c:ou d drefs them, I undertook 

that office~ It was my duty to give 

an exan1ple of that charity which is 

the foundation of our holy religion ; 

I hovvever heiitated fome moments 

betwcen the merit of fulfilling my 
obligations, and the danger attend

ing then1. God affi!led me \vith 

refolution to triumph over my re-

pugnance, 
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pugnance, and 1 did my duty; and 

a1though the time in \Vh1ch 1 was 

employed in dre.fLng their \vounds 

was to 1ne the n1ofi dd1:reffing of 

the \vhole day, I never flackened in 

that duty towards thern. When 1 

explain the nature of t-heir \vounds, 

you will judge \vhether the re

luél:ance I felt at firfl: to drefs them 

vvas without reafon, or rather if it 

\vas not excufable. 1 was, ho\v

ever, \vell rc\varded for my trouble; 

the gratitude of the poor fick n1en 

was inconceivable. " What," faid 

one, '' :!hall y ou expofe yourfelf to 

'' death to preferve our lives ?

'' leave us to our misfortunes; y our 

" cares may relieve, but they can 

'' never 
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'' never cure us."-'' Retire," hïid 

another, " and do not deprive thofe 

'' \v ho are not to die of the con

'' folation of having y ou \vith them: 

'' only aŒfl: in putting us into a 

" fiate to appear before God, and 

'' render an account of our da ys ; 

'' fly therefore the infeél:ed a1r 
" which is around us." 

Y ou may naturally fuppofe that 
thefe kind entreaties attached me 

the more to them; they augment the 

pleafure .. we feel in doing our duty, 

and increafe our firength and re .. 
folution to perform it. 

I foon 



I foon faw that our fick men mufr 

inevitably die, and they were a:fiured 

of it themfelves ; and although they 

vvere reconciled, I did not think 

tnyfelf difpenfed from affifiing them 

in their lafi moments. I prayed 

\Vith them n1orning .and evening, 

and endeavoured to confirm them in 

their fubmiilion to the -vvill of bea

ven. " Offer , up your fufferings," 

faid I, " to Jefus Chrifi, and they 

" -vvill render you -vvorthy of the 

'' fruit of the blood he has !hed 

'' for the human race: he \Vas a 

'' perfeét model of that patience 

'' \v hi ch 1 adn1ire in y ou ; y our 

" exile is nearly finiilied: \vhat 

'' thank 
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'' thanks do you not ovve him to 

" have furniihed you, by this fllip

'' \vreck, \Vith the furefl: tneans of 

'' rea ching the port of y our falva

" tion. Truc, tny friends, you 

'' leave behind y ou wives and chil

" dren \Vho look up to you for 

" fupport; but trufi in God, he is 

" a good father, who never abandons 

'' his children ; and reft aifured 

" that, in calling you to him, he 

'' vvill not forget tha·t y ou leavc 

" behind you familics \\ho require 

'' his car es." 

The poor dying rnen could only 

anf\ver by affuring Jne that they 

put their \vhole trufi in God, and 

thouglt 



thought of tho fe they had le ft bchind ?· 

only to recommend thctn to his 

care and proteétion. 'Vhen I bad 

finifhed fpeaking to thctn of fpi

ritual things, 1 attendcd to the dref._ 

:Gng of their \Vounds. To clean 

thcn1 I had not any thing but urine, 

a 1Ù I covcrcd thcn1 \ 'Îtl fome pi~ccs 

of lincn \vhich I dried for that 

purpofe; and \vhcn I retnoved thefe 

they brought away part of the :flefh 
'vith them, \vhich, frotn its cor

ruptcd fia te, diffufe i an infeél:ious 

air even \vithout fide the cabin. 

In ten or t\velve days there re

mained nothing of their legs but 

the~ bones ; their fcet feil off, and 

their 
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,~. their bands \Vere \Vholly void of 

11s flefh. The infeétion \V;:tS fo great, 

,ai that, \V he~ I \vas drciling the 

rl· \Vounds, I was ob1iged to go into 

el: the open air almo!t every minute to 

avoid being fuffocated. God is tny 

\VÜnefs I do not exaggerate, a 1J 

that thcir lituation \Vas more dr { d

ful than I an1 able to defcribc. 

Expreffion 1-vould fail me \V re I 

to cndeavour to dcfcribc the \vretchcd 

ûtuation in \Vhich I then \vas. 

On the 1il: of April Leger \Vent 

towards the place \Vherc the Indian 

canocs wcre, and I \Vent into the 

\Voods about cight o'clock in th 

11orn1ng. I \vas fitting to refi n1y .... 

fclf 
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fèlf on a tree ,vhich I bad eut 

do"tvn, when I thought I heard a 

gun fire; but a~ \\·e had often 

thought \Ye heard the fame noife, 

and were never able to Jifcover 

frorn \vhence it can:.e, nor \vhat it 

really \Vas, I did not pay any great 

attention. About tcn I returned to 

the cabin to aik M. Furft to ailift 

n1e in bringing home the wood I 

had eut. ,...'I told hiln \v hat I had 

beard~ and looked at the fame time 

to fee if M. Leger was returning. 

, Vve had gone hardly tvvo hundred 

paces when 1 perceived feveral per

fons : 1 ran to rn cet them, and M. 

Furft ran back to carry this happy 

ne\vs t0 our fick. When I \vas 

near 



near cnough to difiinguifh objeéls, 

I fa\v an Indian and his \VÎfe, whon1 

M. Leger \Vas conduéting. I fpoke 

to the man, and he a{ked feveral 

quei1ions, \Vhich I anfwered. At 

the iight of our hut he \Vas much 

furprifed, and great1y affetl:ed at the 

fia te to \v hi ch \ve \Vere reducec.I. 

He promifed us to return the next 

day, and that he would hunt in the 

mean time, and bring us the game 

he ihould kill. 

W.,. e paifed the night in expeéta

tion that he would perform his 

promife, and in returning thanks to 

God for the fuccour he had fent us. 

The day appearedJ but our hopes 

'vere 
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Yvere Jifappointed; the morning pafl: 

a \vay, and the Indian did not ap

pear. So1ne fl.attered themiel v es he 

\Vould come in the afternoon; for 

my part I fufpeéted the real caufe 

of his abfencc, and propofed that 

vve fhou~d go to h~s hut, and aik 

the n:af0n 'vhy he à·.d not keep his 

\vord, an2, .if he hciltated in his 

anf wer, co!npel him to difcover the 

place "vvhere the veifel V/as in ·which 

he had croifed into the ifland. We 

procecded; b1;1t judge of our furprife 

when \Ve came to the fpot! \\-e 

found neither Indian nor canoe; he 

\Vent off in the night, and vve could 

ftOt poilibly difcover hün. 

To 

tl 
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To let you into the reafon of fuch 

nnduc1, I tnufi inform you, th_at 

Indians fear death and iicknefs tnore 

than auy other p~ople, and the fiight 

of this favage arofc from that fcar 

'vhich is peculiar to l1is nation; the 

appearance of our fick men, the 

dreadfuJ ftate of their diforders; and 

the infeél:ion of their \Vounds, had 

fo much aJarmed him, that, to 

avoid any bad confequences, he had 

broken his \Vord, and changed his 

place of refidence, for fear we ihould 

force him to return to our cabin 
and affiil: us .. 

Although this difappointment 

greatly affiiéted us, \Ve fhould have 

fclt 
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f"lt it tnuch more if there had not 

been a fecond canoe ; but it -vvas 

neceifary to take forne meafures ' to 

prevent the perfons to \vhom :(he 

bdonged fron1 going a-vvay \Vith her 

alfo. \Ve \vere ftarful that the In

dian \Vho h:1d played us this trick 

n1ight inform his con1panions of 

the danger therc 111ight be in ap

proaching our cabin, and might 

pcrfuade him to remove his canoe 

alfo in the night, and quit our 

neighbourhood. 

Thefe refleétions induced us to 

take a\vay the canoe, and thereby 

oblige the favage to come ~o our 

hut and affifi us,. ho\vever repugnant 
it . 
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it n1ight be to his feelings. vVith-

~ ut this precaution \Ve mufi have 

petiil1cd : neithcr of the opportu

nities \Ve had to efcape \Vould have 

avai-led us, and our deaths \Vould 

have been certain. The canoe we 

made fafi to a tree, fo that it \Vas 

not poffible to carry her a \vay \Vith

out giving us an alarn1. 

Sorne days pafi in expeé1:ation of 

feeing the Indian to whom ~he 
canoe belonged, but no one aE
pearcd, and during that period .of 

tin1e our three fick men died. 

0!1 the 7th, in the evening, 1t1. 

Le Vaffeur \Vas feized \Vith a faint-

H 1ng, 



( 146 ) 

ing, from \v hi ch he ne ver reco

vered ; and the t\VO others, feeing 

that even the affifl:ance vve expcéted 

from the Indian would be ufelefs to 

the1n, a_s they were not in a con

dition to vvalk, began to prepare 

themfelves for death. 

The younger Vaillant died on the 

roth, after having fuffered for a 

month beyond vvhat it is poffible to 

itnagine, and his patience vvas equal 

to his fufferings ; he vvas only fix

teen years of age, and fon of M. 

Vaillant \vho died the 8th of 

March. He never complained of 

the hardfhip of being fnatched out 

of the " ·orld at fo early an age, but 

expired 

1 
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cxpired '\Vith that refignation and 

courage vvhich charaé1:erizes a pcr

feét Chriftian. 

M. Senneville irnitatcd the Vif

tues of M. Vaillant, or rather they 

ferved as models to each other-the 

f<ur1e affiiétions, the fame patience, 

the fàme rcfignation. I '\vi!h I 

could repeat correéèly '\vhat thofe 

t\vo young men faid to me a fevv 

da ys bef ore their deaths; they made 

me blu!h to '\Vant that courage to 

comfort them ·which they had to 

fuffer. \\
7ith '\Vhat refpeét and con

fidence did they fpcak of religion 

and the mercies of God? In '\vhat 

tcnns did they exprefs their gra-

H 2 titudc? 



titude? They certainly poifeifed 

the be:lt mincis and beft hearts of 

any young men I ev er kne\V. 

The latter often requefied n1e to 

atnp~tate his legs, to prevent the 

gangrene fpreading. Y ou tnay fup

pofe his req ue:fl: \Vas ufelefs, and I 

confiantly refufed. I re.prefented 

to hiln that I bad no infiruments 

proper for the operation; and that 

if I \vas to atten1 pt it, far from 

c,liing, it \vould only augn1ent his 

pain, \Vi tho lt · faving his li fe. He 

then fcttled his affairs, \vrote to his 

parents in the moi}: affeéting man

ne.r, and on the 13th refigned his 

foql at the age of t\venty. I-Ic \Vas 

a Ca-
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· Canadian, fon of M . Senneville 

of Montreal. 

The dcath of thef~ tLn:c vié1:it ... 1s 

to cold and hunger grea tl y affeéted 

n1e, although their lives may be 

faid to have been burdens to them. 

I had the affeétion of a father to 

thetn, and they made a fuitable re

turn ; y et w hen r re11eéted that 

had the Indian returned w hile they 

lived, I mufr have left them alone 

and defiitute in the hut, or have 

loft the opportunity of getting 

a\vay, I thought I ought to thank 

the Lord for having fpared me fo 

cruel an alternative, by taking the 

dying tnen to himfelf. Befidcs, wc 

H 3 had 



had no\V none of our provi.G.ons left, 

excepta fmall ham which \Ve \vere 

afraid to touch, and \Ve contcnted 

ourfelves \Vith fuch !heU fi:(h as 

Leger and I could fron1 tilne to 

tin1e pick up on the fea fide. Our 

\Veaknefs was da il y increafing, and 

we were fcarcely able to fupport 

ourfelves, \vhen I took the refolu

tion to go in fearch of the Indians 

\v ho fe ar ri val \Ve expeél:ed, and for 

that purpofe to rnake ufe of their 

canoe. To repair it \Ve got forne 

gum from the trees, and vvith our 

hatchet made t\vo paddles as \vell 

as \Ve could. I kne\V very \vell 

ho\v to paddle, \vhich \~:as a great 

advantage for the execution of our 

dcfign 

re: 

an 
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dcfign, and even tnjght induce us to 

venture, in cafe we c'ould not find 

any Indians, to crofs the river in 

the canoe. ~rhis \vas our lafl: rc

fource; for, \V hen li fe is at ftake, 

wc \villingly run every rifle W e 

'vere fure that we could exifi: but a 

few days longer in this ifiand-in 

venturing to crofs we only rifked 

'!ife, and we might fucceed. 

On the 26th of April ali vvas 

ready, we drdfed our piece of ham, 

and firft ate the broth, \Vith inten

tion to referve the meat for our 

voyage, but in the evening \Ve were 

fo prcffed with hun~er, that we 

were obliged to eat the \vhole. 

H4 Next 
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Next day \Ve did not :find any 

increafe of our ftrength, and we· 

'vere \VÎthout refource, and no prof

peét: of finding any in time to pre-. 

fcrvc us from pcriihing ; wc pre

pared ourfel v es therefore for dea th, 

reciting the Iitany of the Saints; 

and thro\ving ourfelves on our knees, 

I pronounced this pray er.: 

" Great God ! if 'tis your will 

'' th at vv~e rn cet the fa1ne fa te with 

" the forty perfons \vho have pe

" rifhed under our eyes, haflen to · 

'' accornpliih it ; do not permit us 

" to defpair, but call us from the 

'' world in this our prefcnt fla tc of 

" rcfignation. But, 0 Lord I if 

'' our 

w} 
1 
.\tt 

cor. 

w} 

9V 
1 



"' our death is novv decreed, fend 

" us help, and give us firength 

" to fupport, without complaining, 

" thofe affiiétions vvhich thy jufl:ice 

" has prepared, that vve may not 

'' lofe in an in fiant the fruit of that 

" fubmifiion \vhich we have hitherto 

'' manifefl:ed for the decrees of thy 
"d ,, '' prov1 ence. 

I had fcarcely ended my pray er, 

\Vhen \Ve heard the fi.ring of a muf.;. 

ket, \Vhi(h \Ve foon anf\vered, and 

concluded it vvas the Indian to 

who1n the canoe belonged: he 

\Vanted to know if any of us were 

alive, and being affured \Ve vvere 

by anf\vering his lignai, he lighted 

n: 5 his 
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his fire. He did not fuppofe wc· 

were in a frate to go to him, and 

apparently did not vviili \Ve !hould; 

for, as foon as he perceived us, he 

hid a part of a bear he bad killed a1 

in the woods, and ran a'vay. 

As we were in boots we found 

much difficulty in getting to his 

fire, for we \vere obliged to crofs a 

pretty large river, and ,vhich had 

been tha,ved a few days. We fol

lowed his track, but \vith incredible 

fatigue, which 'vould have been ufe

lefs if the 1ndian bad not been 

obliged to flop for his child, a boy 

of about feven years of age, to fol

low him. This circumfiance pre-

ferved 
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Îerved us. We overtook him to

\vards the evening, and he direél:ly 

aflccd us if our fick 1nen \Vere dead. 

This quefiion, \vhich he afked \Vith 

apparent fear that they were yet 

alive, convinced us that the other 

lndian had informed him of our 

fituation, and of the rifk he would 

r 1n by coming near our abode. 

1 did not think proper to anf,ver his 

quefiion imn1ediately, but, vvithout_ 

any circumlocution, preffed hün to 

return back, and give us fomething 

to eat. He dared not refjfi:; \Vc 

\vere two to one, \vell armed, and 

fully refolved not to quit him for a 

moment. He then confeffed he had 

a bear almofi vvhole, \vhich he "\Vas 

H 6 ready 



rcady to !hare with us. When wc 

returned to the place \vhere he had 

hidden the bear, \Ve each of us eat 

a bit half dre:ffed, and th en we 1nade 

him and his \vife eat, and conduéted. 

them to the fpot where wc bad left 

M. Furft. This po or man · \vaited. 

for us with great impatience, and 

we found him almoft exhaufted. 

Judge ho\v great his joy mufr be, 

'\Vhen \Ve informed him that we had 

got both provifions and help. He 

eat at firft a pie ce of the bear, and 

we put the pot on the fire, and kept 

it there the whole night, taking 

occafionally forne of the broth. We 

dared not go to fleep, for fear the · 

favage, who \vould not enter the, 

hut, 

m 

ur. 
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11 1·lt, il1ould run away. As foon as· 

the day appeared, I gave hitn to 

underfrand that he mu:ft conduél us 

to the place \Vhere the boat lay 

which bad brought hiln into this 

ifland; and to engage him to lo fo, 

l told him \Ve fhould treat him 

very ill, if he did not confent 

fpeedily. Fear of dea th fet him 

fpeedily to \Vork to make a fleigh, 

or fledge, on \vhich he fixcd his 

canoe, and made iigns for L er 

and me to drav; it. Undoubted1y 

he \vifhed \Ve ihould fatigue oar

felves, and give up the fuccour 

which \Vould co:ft us fo dear. 'V"e 

n1ight eafily have cotnpelled hi1n to 

drag the canoe himfelf, but I di · 

not 



not think that \Vould be proper; as 

it was necdfary to humour hin1, 

and only take fuch precautions \vith 

him as not to be 1nade his dupes. · 

1 deGred the Indian and his wife 

to ·,valk before us, under pretence 

of clearing the way; but 1 did not 

confine my precautions to them only; 

1 told them 1 thought the child 

would be too rouch fa .. igued in 

\val king, and \vould put him into 

the canoe, as it would be a pleafure 

to us to relieve hitn. 

The heart of a parent is every 

where the fame;. there is no one 

who does not concei ve himfelf und er 

ar.. 

' 
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an obligation for the fcrvice clone to 

his child, and accepts it \vith plea

f ure. '1 hus the boy becan1e a 

ho fia ge to t s for the fideli ty of his 

father. W e \Val ked in this wa y, for 

above a league, either in fno\v, in 

\Vater, or upon ice; our fatigue \Vas 

extreme, but hopes of the rel :ef \Ve 

ihould find fupported and gave us 

courage. We could not, ho,vcvcr, 

poffibly continue to drag this canoe, 

and were nearly exhau:fied, \Vh n 

the Indian, touched 'vith our fitua

tion, took iton his ihoulder, carri · d 

it to the fea, and put his \vife and 

hild on board. As the canoe could 

hold only four perfons, and confe

quently there was but one of us 

three 
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tthree \v ho coL :d en1bark, the quef--

tion no\V \Vas, \vh 'ch ihould be the 

man ? I offered to ilay, and to let 

e. rs. Fur:O: and Leger agree be

t\VePn themfelve~ which fhould go. 
u 

Each of thcrn 'vifhed to have the· 

pre t:re ce, and wc>re fearful of 

lofing this opportunity of avoiding 

an unl appy end. While they wcre, 

difputing, the Indian made figns 

for tne to come for\v.ard, and told 

n1e he gt effed the caufe of difpute fhc 
bet\vecn tny t\vo companions, and of 

that he \vould take none but me. rea( 

\Vithout giving titne for reply, he corr 

pulled me into the canoe, and Th1 

puîhed off. .;uri 

ilien 

Meifrs. 
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Me.ffi·s. Furfi and Leger th cr 
deemed their defiruétion certain,. 

and loudly expreifed their dcfpair. 

I could not rcfift, and becrgcd the 

Indian to draw near the !hon:, that 

I might fpeak a few 'vords of con

folation to 1ny companions. \Vhcn 

I \Vas near enough, I jufiified my 

co nd uét towards them by repeating 

what the Indian had faid, and aù

vifed them to keep along the fea 

!bore; and promifed, on the \Vord 

of a divine, that, as foon as 1 

reached the Indian 's hut, I \V~:ntld 
come back to then1 'vith the canoe. 

They knew me incapable of per ... 

juring myfelf; the aifurances I gave 

then1 calmed their mincis, and they 

faw: 



fa\V us put to fea ~without 
. 
111- [o 

quietude. Je: 
I J 

Wc landed the fame day, and pu 

the lndian took his canee on his kir 

fhoulders, carried it near the wood, 

and laid it on the fnow. As 1 was 

fatigued with being fo long on tny 

knees in the canoe, 1 laid myfelf 

down to reil: on a flone by the fea 

:fi de; and thin king, after forne ti me, 

that the lndian \Vas lighting his fire 

with intent to fleep in that place, 1 

took up my gun, t\vo paddles, and 

two large pieces of meat, which 1 

had put int? the boat to fave Meffrs .. 

Leger and Furfr the trouble of car

rying then1, and climbed u upon 

forne 



forne ice \vhich was fix feet high a 

leaft. I was no fooner there, than 

I faw my Indian and his \vife had 

1J put on their rackets, ';vhich are a 

~~ kind of lllO\V fhoes vvhich the Ca-

~' nadian Indians ufe to walk q uick on 

the fi1ow. The man took his boy 

on his ihoulders, and both ran as 

hard as they could : the cries 1 
made to ftop them only made thetn 

fi y the fafter : as foon as I could 

throw away my paddlcs, I got clown 

the ice, and with my gun and my 

meat purfued their track for forne 
ti me. 

In getting up on the ice I 

\Vounded n1y right leg confiderabl y, 

\v hi ch 



which reccived additional injury

in my running-every ftep my leg

funk into the fno\v, and th at 'vas 

cvery moment: I lofi my breath,_ 

and was many times obliged to refi: 

on my gun to recover it. While 

in this pofture, I beard the voice of 

M. Leger. This meeting gave us 

both great pleaf ure. I told him· 

\vhat had pa!fed, and he in his turn 

informed me that M. Furfi, over

'\vhelmed \Vith fatigue, \Vas unable 

to keep up \Vith him, and that he 

bad left hitn extended on the fno\V 

a confiderable difiance from '\vhere 

'\Ve then were. 

At 

~0 

of 

ove 

wa 
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·~ At any othcr time I fhould hav-e 

1e~ flo,vn to his ailiHance, but as it \Vas 

·:a\ of the uttnoil importance to us to 

\ overtake our ft·g.lti 'e, and M. Leger 

~e!t '\Vas fenflble ho\v much \Vc rifkcd 

by Io:Gng time in purfuing him, vve 

immediately ran to\vards the place 

\Vhere I kne'vV he had fled; but as 

he bad quitted the fi1o\v to take the 

fea fi de, \v hi ch \Vas low and fan dy, 

\Ve \Vere detained forne titne; \Ve, 

ho\vever, continucd our courfe, and, 

after \Valking a quarter of an hour, 

\Ve difcovcrcd the Indian's track : 

he had q uitted his rackets, un

doubtedly on a fl1ppofition that I 

could not follovv hin1 fo far. This 

circu -
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circu1nil:ance tnade us believe we 

\vere not far frotn his d welling : vve 

redoubled our fpeed, and when vve 

approached a vvood we heard a gun 

firc; this we did not think proper 

to anf\ver, concluding that if it was 

he vvho had fired, he \vould put ·on 

his rackets to enable hün to run 

\vith greater hafie vvhen he kne\v 

ve were fo near. 

W e contin ued \Val king, and a 

little time after the firfi gun fi.red 

vve heard a fecond: this tnade us 

fufpeét that the Indian defigned to 

light his fire in this place, and reft 

p 

himfelf and family, but that he to 

vvifhed he, 



we 

we 

we 

;un 

:per 

\viilied firfi to kno\v if any one \vas 

in purfuit of hitn. Our conjeéture 
he rein \Vas \Vrong. 

Ten minutes aftcr the fecond re

port we beard a third, and were fo 

ncar that \Ve faw the flafh; but \Ve 

did not anf\ver, and continued to 

advance in filcnce. On our road 

\Ve found a boat, on \v hi ch they had 

been at \Vork, and about t\venty 

paces further \Ve fa\v a large hut. 

\Ve entcred \Vith an air which 

agreed with o rr fituation, that of 

fuppliants, but an old man \Vho 

fpoke French \vould not permit us 

to proceed. " Evcry man,, .. fays 

he, '' is our equaL Y our mis for-

'' tunes 
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u tunes rend er y ou \\70rthy, and I 

" look upon it as a favour granted 

" by heaven to be furni{hed \Vith 

" an opportunity to do good to 

" men \vhom misfortune bas pur

'' fued. I only alk of you a re

'' lat ion of vv hat has pa.ffed fin ce 

'' y ou have been in this ifland; I 

'' iball be happy to con dole \Vith 

" you on your pafi: misfortunes, 

'' and my fen:Gbility \v ill add to 
r. 1 . ') '' y our con..~.o at1on. 

At the fame titne he ordered th at 

our tneat fhould be dre.ffed \vith 

forne peas, and th at nothing fhould 

be omitted to prove that humanity 

is as rouch a virtue an1ong Ame-
ncan 

1! 

" 
" 
,, 
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1:ican Indians as more civili!èd na

tions. As foon as he bad given his 

infiruél:ions, he req uefied us to 

fatisfy his curiofity. I did fo, and 

endeavoured to otnit no one cir

cumftance which had attended our 

misfortune. After I had -ended my 

tale, I requeil:ed the old man to tell 

me \\Th y the tvvo Indians, vvhom \\'e 

had feen in the height of our mif

fortunes, had refufcd us any help. 

"'' The Indians, ,, fays he, " trem

'' ble at the name of :fickncfs, and 

'' ail my reafoning has not been 

'' able to difpel that fear from tho fe 

" you no\v fee in this cabin. Not 

" that they are infenfiblc to the 

I " tnis .. 



( 170 ) 

' ' tnisfortunes of their brethren

' ' they would \VÏih to cotnfort them, 

'' but the fear of breathing a cor

.,' rupted air, checks that emotion 

'' in their hearts vvhich naturally 

'' leads them to compaffion. They 

'' fear dea th, not like other men; 

'' and I kno\V not if they would 

'' not be guilty of the greatefl: 

" crimes to a void it. There," faid 

he, ihewing me an Indian vvhich 

flood behind the ethers, " is the 

" man who broke his \vord vvith 

'' y ou. He returned to us about 

" the beginning of the moon, and 

" related to us the dreadful fitua

" tion in which he bad feen the 

" Frenchmen, whom he thought 
'' \Vere 
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'' were by this ti me ali dea cl ; but 

" he \Vould \villingly have given 

'' thetn ailiftance, had not he feared 

'' the corruption \v hi ch raged among 

'' them. There is the other ~" faid 

l1e, fhewing me the man I had run 

after ; '' he arri ved he re before y ou, 

'' and informed u~ there \vere three 

·H Frenchmen ftîllliving, who \Vere 

" no longer in the jaws of death, 

'' but who appeared weil, and he 

·f' believed we might venture to 

'' fuccour them \vithout fear of in

~' feél:ious air. \Ve bad deliberated 

' a few n1inutes ; after\vard \Ve 

'' fent an Indian towards the place 

f' where you \vere, that he might 

' infonn you, by firing three guns, 

1 2 "of 
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" of the place of our a bode. There

'' .fore it \Vas the ficknefs among 

" you \vhich alone prevented us 

'' fro1n affifiing y ou; and perhaps 

•' \Ve might have come to y ou not

e' withfianding, had \Ve not been 

" told, that any hel p we could fend 

" you \Vould be of no fervice, and 

'' that \Ve :!hould run a great rilk 

" in approaching your d\vclling, 

'' which was filled and furrounded 

'' with an atmofphere infeé1:ious 

'' and dan gero us to breathe.)) 

This difcourfe, from a man \vho 

\Vas one of a nation that a falfe 

prejudice had taught us to believe 

\Vere incapable of thinking, and 

wh'om 
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who1n \Ve had unjufily concluded 

to be defiitute of fentiment and ex

prefi1on, furprîfed tne greatly. In

deed 1 mufi confefs that, to impart 

f uch an ide a of this I ndian as 1 

\Vould wiili to give, it \vould b~ 

neceifary to hear him. 

When the old man had ended hi~ 

rlifcourfè, I endeavoured to exprefs 

to him the gratitude \Ve felt, and 

de:Gred him to accept of my mu!ket, 

:·which, in point of goodnefs and· 

ürnaments, \Vas far preferable to 

any in the hut. I afterwards told 

hiin, that fatigue had prevented one 

of our comrades from follo\ving us, 

and that \Ve !hould efteem it the 

1 3 highefi 
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higheft favour if he would iènd 

out two of his men to affift us it 

bringing him in. My entreatics 

·were ineffeélual ; the Indians are 

afraid of going out in the night, 

· nd \Ve could not procure any to go 

to M. Fudl's affifiance, but they. 

· promifed to accompany n1e early in 

the n1orni·ng. This refufal made 

n1e very unhappy ; the old Indian 

ünv my uneaGnefs, and told me it 

would be ufelefs to feek for my 
friend in the night, as he bad no 

mufket to give notice v.rhere he \vas, 

and that we bad better fiay. till the 

morning , M. Fur ft was therefore_ 

obliged· to pafs the night on the 

fno\V:, prot.eéted· fron1. dea th by the 
han 

t. 

1 
tl 
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I1and of God alone, for even in the 

hut \v:e cndured a n1ofi fevere cold. 

The In di ans make no fi re w hen, 

they fieep, and thefe had no blan

kets, confequent1y \Ve paifed a mi

ferable night .. 

On the next da y, as we were 

preparing to go in fearch of M •. 

Fudl:, we faw hin1 cotning toward3 

us; he bad followed our traces, 

and, to come up with us, he bad 

availed himfelf of the hardnefs of 

the fno\v \V hi ch the cold of the 

night occafions, and which will 

then fupport the weight of thoD 

who vvalk on it. Our firft care was 

ta warm, th en to gt ve him forne 

I 4 refrefh-



refrefhment, and we reciprocally· 

cxpreffed our pleafure at meeting 

each other again. 

The 29th and 30th we remained 

\vith the Indians ;. \Ve obferved that 

the attention we paid to forne ex

cited jealoufy in the refr, and they 

aU endeavoured to furpafs each 

other in their fervices to us. We 

\vere not in want either of the meat 

of the bear, or carabou, during tho fe 

da ys, and they were f ure to gi ve us 

the mo fi delicate pieces. I do not 

know whether the duties of hof

pitality are befi fulfilled by the 

Europeans or the Indians, but 1 

am te1npted to believe that the 

latter 

g 
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latter execute them \vith the better 

grace. 

The 1ft of May they launched 

their boat ; vve ail embarked, and 

fet fail. The wind failed us at. 

noon, vvhen about fix leagues from 

the continent. This greatly affeél:ed . 

me, for fear I ~ould not be able to 

affift my corn panions \v ho remained 

near the place of ihipwreck; and 

in this fear I requefted the old man . 

to let me have two men and a bark 

canoe to get to the fhore; With a · 

view to. induce him· to grant tny 

requeil:, I promifed to fend to him, 

and tho fe \V ho were \vith him in the 

oat, fon1e tobacco and brandy, a · 

I 5 foon · 



foon as- I iliould get a1nong the. 

French fettlers. Although he \Va& 

willing to oblige me, yet he had a· 

~ouncil before he acceded; and it 

was not without difficulty that my 

requeft was granted.. They were 

fearf ul that a paffage of fix leagues 

was too rouch for a canoe, and they 

were unwilling to expofe us to · 

danger. We departed, however, . 

and about half after eleven at night 

_.,.ve reached the iliore and fettlement. 

I \vent into the firfl houfe I fa,v ,-

v hi ch belonged to M. Volant, a. 

native of St. Germain en Léye, my 

friend, and chief of this pofi. I 

<;ould not have fallen into better 

lands, as he had not only the defire!) 
but 

w;; 



but ability to ferve me. At firfi lie· 

did not recolleél me, and indeed I 

was not in a frate to be recolleél:ed ;: 

but as foon as I told him my name, 

he loaded me with expreffions of 

friendfhip, and the pleafure we 

had in meeting each other \Vas ex

treme.. r at firfi t0ld him of my 

engagement with the Indians, and 

brandy and tobacco were prepared 

for every one of our de li verers. 

They did not reach us until ten 

o'clock in the morning, du ring 

hich interval I gave M. Volant a. 

Jetail of our ad ventures, and forcibly 

pleaded the caufe of the twenty-four 

men \V ho remained1 near the wreck. 

ly friend was much affeéted 'vith. 
thei 
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th.eir fituation. He immediately 

prepared a boat to go in fearch of 

them, and alfo if the thirteen men 

who were in the ya·wl were fiill 

alive. He failed, and vvhen he 

reached the neighbourhood in \vhich 

our fhip vvas \Vrecked, fired forne 

mufkets, to give information to 

thofe vvho had been left there. He 

fgon f.:'lvV. four- 1nen, who threw 

themfelves on their knees, and \Vith 

folded bands entreated him to fave 

their li v es. The ir haggard looks, 

and the found of their voices, vvhich 

announced them to be on the brink 

of the grave, affeéted M. Volant 

greatly. He joined them, and gave 

them forne refre!hment, but very 

modera te, 

qua 

1\o 

cau 

gu 
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moderate, for fear that too large a: 

quantity might caufe their deaths. 

1 otwithfranding this judicious pre

caution, one of them named Ten

guy, a Breton, died after drinking 

a glafs of brandy. 

Twenty-one of the company \Vere 

dead ; thefe my friend ordered to be 

interred, and the three who had 

furvived the fatigues, famine, and 

the rigour of the feafon, \Ve brought 

away. It was, however, a con

fiderable time before they were re

ftored to health; one of them, 

Fourellot, the boatfwain, had inter

vals of infanity, and the two othcrs, 

named Baudet and Bona \V, had the ir. 
bodie 



bodies f welled ali over. Good food, the fe 

and the care taken of them, reftored - that 

them, if not to perfeél: health, at defiit' 

leaft they 'vere fo recovered as to mifet 

depart with us for Qgebec.. 

As he returned 1 M. Volant per

ceived on the :!ho re \VO bodies a p-

parently of drowned men, and forne 

re mains of a canoe. He drew nearer 

to be certain of what he faw, and 

fired forne guns to difcover if any; 

one was in the neighbourhood. No 

one appeared or anf\vered, anü l 

therefore concluded that the thir

teen men who \:vere in the canoe 

died of hunger and cold, for my 

fl:iend fa\V, at forne difiance from 

the: 
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the {ea fi de, a ki nd of hut, a proof 

that they had land d, and, being 

defiitute of help, muft bave periilied 

miferably. 

I need not tell you how much 

\Ve were affeél:ed whea we faw the 

three men arrive who bad been left 

behind; you may naturally fuppofe· 

our interview \Vas very affeéhng, 

and that tears '\iVe.re not fpared on 

either, :fide. 

A ft er our firft emotions, I en

qui red how they had been able to 

exift fo long, and in \vhat manner 

~ their companions bad ended their 

n lives. 1~hey told me that fotne had 

f peri!hed. 



perifhed by cold and hunger, and 

others had been carried off by dread

ful ulcers; that their vvants had 

been fo great that the furvivors had 

eaten even the :fhoes of their dead 

companions, after having firft boiled 

them in melted fnovv, and after;.. 

\vards broiled them. That wh en 

this refource failed, they had re

courfe to the leather breeches of the 

deceafed, and that vvhen M. Volant 

found them they bad but one or 

t\vo pairs remaining. 

Y ou may fee thercfore that th~ 

fituation of the fe poor tnen was as 

affiiéting as our o\vn, and that they 

fuffered perhaps more than. we ·did, 

parti-
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·particularly as they \Vere under the 

_-neceffity of eating the cloaths of 

their deceafed co1npanions .. 

'""~ c remained near fix \veeks at 

Mingan; vvhich vve employed only 

in returning thanks to God, vvho 

bad preferved us in the midfi: of 

fuch imminent danger. M. Leger 

quitted us to go to Labrador, 

there to get a paifage for Old 

France; but \Ve took our paifage, 

on the 8th of June, in a frnall v eifel 

for ~ebec, and 'vith a favourable 

wind reached it on the 13th. 

Every one \Vas afi:onifhed at our 

return., as they thought we had been 

in France, and \Vere anxious to 

know 
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know \vhat had happened to us 'ber, 

fince our departure, and \Ve fatisfied in B 

thofe vvho were mo :fi: concerned to tot 

knovv. 1 wa 

N ext day we put the three fea~ 

tnen that M. Volant had brought 

·avvay into the hofpital, and M. 
Furfr and I did all we could for 

the perfeét re-e!l:abliiliment of our 

health. As foon as I '\Vas fuffi

ciently recovered, they gave n1e th<: 

little living of Soulange, vvhich I 

ferved for about a year' and then 

recei ved another order to return to 

France. I en1barked therefore as 

chaplain to the king's fhip the 

Ruby, and failed the 21ft of Oéto-
ber, 

v'i 



'ber, 1738, and reached Port Le\vis, 

in Bretagne, the 2d of December, 

to to take in provifions, as our fiock 

\vas nearly expended. Having fup

V1ied this want, \Ve failed for 

Rochefort, the place of our def

tination, where my duty detained 

~l. me un til the fui p was put out of 

for !èrvice .. 

our 

THE END .. 
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