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TRAVELS

THROUGH THE

UNITED STATES OF NORTH AMERICA,
CANADA, &ec.

IN THE YEARS 1705, 179(5, AND 1707

DYoo=

RESIDENCE AT PHILADELPHIA.

ACCOATINT AT LIS GT A A T PLTY ¢y A b A
ACCOUNT OF ‘THE STATE OF PHILADELPHIA.

S I am now on the eve of my departure
from Philadelphia, and as it is not pro-
bable that I fhall be here again before-my de-
parture for. Enrope, | fhall fet down whatever

information I have bccn able to colledt, refpect-

g the City of Philadclphi:x and the f{tate of

Pennfylvania, in the feveral vifits I have paid to
this part of the United States.

ORIGIN OF THE STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA.

This colony was founded 1681, by.the cele-
brated WriLL1iam PeENN, from whom it derives
its name; and to the genius with which th
great man conceived the plan of its government,
and the wifdom and juitice of his adminiftration,

Vor. 1V, B
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2 $TRAVELS THROUGH

is to be afcribed the rapid progrefs it made to a
happy and flourithing condition. )

The Englith government had given Admiral
PexN reafon to expect the ceffion of this coun-
try to him, 1n payment of a confiderable {\'11}‘1
due to him from the public. The Admiral died
before -any thing was done n the affair ; and the
petition prefented by Villiam Penn, after his
death, to claim the execution of the promife,
was long oppofed by the agents of Lord Bavr-
"TIMORE, proprietor of Maryland. It wasnot till
towards the conclufion of the year 1681, that
Charles the Second figned William Penn’s char-
Pe.

At this time feveral fpots on the banks of the
Delaware were inhabited. They were at firft
part of the province of New York = occupied by
Dutch fettlers, and afterwards were in the ‘pof-
feflion of the Swedes; till, in 1604, they were
finally united to the crown of England.

The motives mentioned in the preamble of the
patent granted to William Penn are, the fervices
of Admiral Penn, and the laudable intentions of
his fon to add to the grandeur of the Britith em-

pire, by’ cultivating fuch branches of commerce

in the territories ceded to him as would enrich

” o e :
Great Britain, and by civili{ing the favage nations
of the country.
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The limits of the lands ceded by Charles Se-
cond to William Penn, were, on the caft, the
Delaware, from: a fpot twelve miles to the north
of Newcaftle, to the forticth degree of latitude,
in cafe, the words of the patent are, the river fhall
extend thus far to the north; from this point a
ftraight line drawn to the weft, at right angles
with the Delaware; and from that point, an-
other: line drawn to the fouth; and finally, a
line drawn pgrallel to that of the north, and
making the boundary on the fouth,

The patent gave William Penn, and his heirs,
the entire property of the province, fubject to
the fupreme authority of the crown of England ;
it ceded alfo the power of making laws, efta-
blithing a government, granting lands, and raif=
ing taxes.

The commerce of the new province was to be
fubje& to the regulations of the Britith legifla-
ture, and was to be carried on only with Eng-
land. - William Penn was obliged to appoint an
agent in London, to anfwer to the crown for any
violations of the laws regulating Britith com-
merce ; but it was provided, that in all difputes
between William Penn, or his heirs, or the mer=
chants of the colony; and the crown, the con-
ftruction of the laws fhould be fayourable to the

B2 former
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4 TRAVELS THROUGH

former, and the King’s minifters were enjomed
to give them all pofiible aid and pmtc&ion.

. William Penn arrived at the banks of the De-
laware in 1682, having with him a great many
families of the people called Quakers. As he did
not fuppofe, with the greater part of the found-
ers of European colonies, that the place of his
birth and the grant of his king were authorities
for taking poffeffion of the territories of favage
people, without their confent, hestreated with
the natives for the lands with fuch equity, that
he not only concluded his negociations without
obftacles, and acquired the friendfhip and confi-
dence of the Indians, but alfo conciliated the
~minds  of the Dutch and Swedes already efta-
blithed in the country. The conduét of the
Quakers, who accempanied Penn, was of the
fame cquitablé chara&ter; fo that the new fet-
tlers, far from being difturbed by the Indians,
received every aid thofe poor people: could give
them. And fo deeply rooted was the veneration
of the Indian tribes for William Penn, that to
this day, when thofe unhappy viétims of Eu-
ropean policy are daily driven from their habi-
tations farther back into the wilds of the coun-
try, and have too often to complain of other acts
of injuftice, they are accuftomed to quote the

tradition
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¢radition handed down to them of William
Penn's humane and equitable conduct. Nor do
they ever place an entire confidence 1n any trea-
ties with Pennfylvania, or any other ftate, or
even the Union, unleis fome Quakers are pre-
{ent at the conference ;—¢ The defcendants of
William Penn,” they fay, ¢ will never permit
us to be deceived.”

In 1683, William Penn began to lay the
foundations of Philadelphia, at which time he
formed a plan for the building of that city, which
has fince been followed with great exatnefs.

The country lying along the Declaware to the
fouth of Newcaftle, was a little time afterwards
granted by the crown to Willian Penn ; and the
county of Newcaftle was ceded to him by the
Duke of York. ;

The inhabitants of this new colony amounted,
in 1684, to no more than four thoufand. In
1685, ninety veflels arriving from Europe, with
emigrants from France, Holland, Germany, Swit-
zerland, Finland, Denmark, Scotland, Ireland,
and England, the population was encreafed to
{ixty-fix thoufand, of which nearly the half were
Englhifh.

The wifdom of the adminiftration,  but fill
more entire liberty in civil and religious mat-
ters, brought a great influx of inhabitants, even

By = from
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6 TRAVELS THROUGH

from other parfs of America, to Philadelphia}
and the city was ftill farther increafed in growth,
by conditional grants of ground, and other poli-
tical aids given to adventurers.

In 1682, William Penn aflembled the inhabi-
tants of this new colony at Chefter; with the
concurrénce of whom he framed a conftitution,
that vefted the legiflation of the ftate mn the go-
vernor, aflifted with a provincial council and a
general affembly.  The council was compofed of
feventy members, chofen by the people. The
governor or his deputy prefided in the council,
and had three voices. A third of the council
was re-clected annually. The general affembly
was at firft compofed of all the inhabitants, but
was foon reduced to two hundred, and it was
provided that it fhould never exceed five hun-
dred.

In the difcourfe pronounced by William Penn
on this occafion, he laid down a maxim, whofe
truth ought te be mnceflantly in the contempla~
tion of every free people ;—¢ Whatever,” he
faid, *¢ be the form of a government, the people
always are free when they fhare in the legiflative
power, and are governed only by the laws. In
thefe two circumftances is the fecurity of all free-
dom ; without them, there can be nothing but
defpotifm or anarchy. The legitimate objecs of

govern-
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government are, the people’s refpet for the
laws, and their fecurity againft the abufe of
power. On thefe principles it is, that the peo-
ple are free, even in obedience, and the magif-
trates honoured and rcﬁac&ablc, for the impar-
tiality of their adminiftration and their own fub-
miffion to the laws.”

In 1688, William Penn offered a new confti-
tution to the inhabitants of Pennfylvania, of
which they accepted. The number of repre-
{entatives was now diminifhed ; and the preros
gative of putting a negative upon laws pafled by
the affembly, given to the governor.

Some difputes between Lord Baltimore and
William Penn, concerning their refpective pro-
perty, obliged the latter to go to England. In
his abfence, the adminiftration of the govern~
ment was committed to a council, who abufed
their power, and ex cited difcontents, that Penn,
while he remained in Europe, could neither pre- -
vent mor allay. The crown therefore refumed
the  government of the province, which was
committed to the care of the governor of New
York.

About this period a new conftitution was efta-
blifhed in Pennfylvania, differing from the former
chiefly in this—that the general affembly were
now annually clected.

B4 In
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8 TKAVELS THROUGH

In 1699, William Penn arrived from Eng-
land, and again took thc reins of government ;
and it was in 1701, when he was about to em=
bark once more for }_m Tmn, that the conftitu-
tion of this province was eftablithed ofi the foot-
lng oh whuh it refted till the revolution of Ame-
rica.

The three counties of Newcaftle, Kent, and
Suffex, (which at that time were known by the
name of the three lower counties), refufing to ac-
cept this new conflitution, William Penn grant
ed his right in them to EpMuND SHippr EN, and
five others, and thefe counties were ereéted into
a feparate  government. They had an affembly
diftin& from that of Pennfylvania, in Whlcn
however, the governor of Pennfylvania prefided :
and thefe three counties at prefenit form the State
of belaware

William Penn purchafed from the Indians, by
fucceflive treaties, the country as far as the Sui-
quchanna, and even beyond, and ' all that tra&t
"6fland extending from Duck Creek to the moun-
‘tains.  He died in 1718, efteemed, beloved, and
regretted, by every one who had occafion at any
time to have de calings with him. After his death
“his heirs, the proprietors and gavernors of the
province, endeavoured to extend their power, and
foqn began to claim exe mptions from taxes for

the
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the lands the family of Penn had referved for
itfelf,  The houfe of reprefentatives oppofed
thefe pretenfions with unremitting {fteadinefs;
and the hiftory of Pennfylvania, from that pe-
riod to the late revolution in America, 18 no-
thing more than a record of ‘difputes between
the governors and the houfe of reprefentatives.
Every queftion that came before the aflembly
was the occafion of a difpute; and the mut

jealoufy of thefe authorities prevented the efta.

e

blithment of neceflary I‘(“"uldt ons v;hich t

prefentatives of the people had not leifure to pro-
pofe, or were unwilling to fubjc& to the gover-
nor's negative.
CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF PENNSYLVA-
NIA AFTER THE REVOLUTION.
At the time of the revolution in America, the
conftitution of Pennfylvania was changed. The
by

their reprefentatives, eftablithed a Conmtmion

proprictors were then abfent; and the people

b

in the following manner.

The legiflative authority was delegated to a
houfe of reprefentatives, chofen annually by the
feveral counties. . To become an cleftor, 1t was
neceffary to be an inhabitant, a defcendant of
Europeans, and free—to have arrived at the age

<

of twenty-one, and to have refided a year in ch n-
fylvania,
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The number of the reprefentatives was to be
proportioned to the population of each county ;
the only qualification to be a candidate for re-
prefentative was, a refidence for the two laft years
in the fame county, but no reprefentative was
eligible to be re-clected till after an interval of
four years. Every reprefentative, before he took
his feat, was obliged to read and fign the follow-
ing declaration—That he belicved in one God,
who created the univerfe, and governs it by his pro-
vidence, and who rewards the good and punifhes the
wicked ; and that he acknowledged the Old and
New Teflaments to have been written by divine in-
Spiration.

The houfe of reprefentatives had the power of
making laws confiftent with the {pirit of the con-
ftitution. All aéts were to be paffed by a ma-
jority of at leaft two-thirds of the members pre-
fent , and laws were not to be in force till the ex-
piration of one year from the time of their pafl-

ing. During that interval they were to be pub-

lithed in the gazettes, that the people might have
opportunity to know their nature, and that the
public opinion might be made known refpecting
neceflary amendments. :

The number of reprefentatives in 1789 were
feventy-two.

The executive power was placed in the fu-

preme
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preme council of Pennfylvania, compofed of a
prefident, vice-prefident, and fifteen. members
chofen by the people, one in each county. This
council was chofen for three years, and a third
was renewed annually by an eleétion. - The pre-
fident and vice-prefident were annually chofen,
by an affembly compofed of the houfe of repre-
fentatives and the fupreme council ; but they
were chofen among the members of the fupreme
council.

Anocther council compleatcd the political bedy
of this ftate; it was called the council of cenfors,
and was compofed of two members from each
county, chofen annually by the people. The
members could not be re-eleéed till after an n-
terval lof feven years. Their functions were, to
guard the rights of the conflitution ; to enquire
into ufurpations of the legiflature, or the {u-
preme council; to enquire whether the taxes
were equitably impofed, faithfully levied, and
expended with economy; in a word, to fee the
Faws juftly adminiftered. They had the power
to fummon any individual before them ; to fuf=
pend the deliberations of the legiflature ; to ex=
amine its a&s, and to recommend the annulling
of fuch as appeared to them inconfiftent with

the conftitution. They had, befide, the power
of

R~



12 TRAVELS THROUGH

of calling a convention to change the conftitu-
tion, to which they had authority to propofe
fuch reforms as they thould deem neceffary. In
the cafe of their calling a convention, they were
enjoined to give notice of it in the gazettes;
during fix months previous to its meeting.

As democratic as this conftitution was, there
were many who {till withed for further innova-
tion; and while it was in exiftence, the State
of Pennfylvania was divided by two faélions, one
of which was called the confiitutionalifls, and the
other republicans. The latter demanded two
houfes, on the plan of the majority of the United
States.. The conteft for power was eager; and
the public intereft, as is too often the cafe, was
facrificed to the interefts of parties. Finally the
republicans prevailed ; and in 1790, the conftitu-
tion at prefent in force was framed by a conven-
tion.
THE PRESENT CONSTITUTION OF PENNSYLVANIA,

The conftitution of Pennfylvania, like thofe
of all the other United States, feparates the exe-
cutive from the legiflative power.

The legiflature is compofed of a houfe of re-
prefentatives and a fenate.,

Th_c members of the houfe of reprefentatives

are

\ ]
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are chofem in each county by the eleGors, with
the exception of thofe who are returned by the
citizens of Philadelphia.

The number of reprefentatives for a county 1s
n propomon to the population, but each county
returns at leaft one. To keep the number in
each county correfpondent with the population,
an account of the inhabitants is taken every feven
years, according to which the legiflature declares
the number that each county fhall return.

The number of reprefentatives is never to ¢x-
ceed a hundred. The houfe of reprefentatives 1s
elected annually. "The qualifications for mem=
bers are,—the arrival at the age of twenty-one;
the right of citizenfhip acquired three years pre-
vious to the ele@ion ; and a previous refidence of
three years in the county.

The fenate is eleed for four years; buta
fourth of the fenators is renovated annually.

The fenators are eleted by diftricts, formed
by feveral counties, according to their popula-
tion; but no diftriét is permitted to return more
than four fenators. ‘

The number of the fenators is never to be lefs
than the fourth part of the houfe of reprefenta-
tives, nor ever exceed the third.

The qualifications for a fenator are,—the ar-
rival at the age of tw ent) -one ; the right of.

citizenthip;

—
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citizenthip ; refidence for four years in the ftates
and a refidence of the year preceding the eletion
mn the diftn&.

The governor is elected for three years, and 1s
not eligible to continue mn-office more than nine
years in twelve. - The qualifications for the can-
didate for the office of governor, are—the arrival
at the age of thirty; and the night of citizenthip
of feven years {tanding, and feven years refidence
in the ftate.

The qualification of refidence in the ftate is
not neceflary to a candidate for the office of go-
vernor, or member of either of the houfes of le-

giflature, when he has been abfert on the fer-
vice 6f the Union or the State.

The fame eleGors chufe the governor and the
two houfes of the legiflature. The qualifications
of an clector are,—the arrival at the age of
twenty-one ; two years refidence in the ftate pre-
vious to the election; and the payment of taxes
for the laft fix months. The fons of inhabitants
paying taxes are exempt from the laft qualifica-
tion..

Laws for the impofition of taxes muft originate
in the houfe of reprefentatives; but the fenate
may make amendments in them.

The treafurer of the ftate is annwlly appoints-
ed by the legiflature.

All
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All other places under the government, civil
and military, are filled by the governor; who
appoints alfo the fheriffs and coroner in each
county, from two candidates prefented to him
by the eleftors.

The governor has the prerogative of granting
pardon to convills, or of mitigating their fen-
tence.

The aéts of the legiflature muft receive his
fignature, to have the force of'a law, which fig-
nature is to be affixed to the a& within ten days
of its being prefented to him ; except in the cafe
of his rctuﬁng his affent, when his refufal is to
be accompanied with a declaration of his mo-
tives. The motives of refufal are to be taken
into confidération by the two houfes; and
two-thirds of each perfift in paffing the act, the
governor 1s to place his fignature to it, notwith-
{ftanding his obje&tions. It thenceforth becomes
law, and he is to provide for its execution.

The judicature is divided mto five tribunals;

1. the Supreme Court, compofed of a chief-

juftice and four other j judges. This court holds

its fittings at Phlladcloma, in January, April,

and September; in the firft of which months,

the fittings laft for three wecks, and in the two
thers for fifteen days.

2. The Courts of Oyer and Terminer, com-

pany

S
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pofed of one of the judges of the fupreme co urt

and judges of the diftri&, the cou

% 'ny b\,ul’" dl*

2
vided into five diftriéts for the: purpofes of this
jurifdi¢tion.  The judges make the circuit of
the dntru‘ft, and tu\, c\)bal,:ancc of both civil
and criminal caufes.

3. The Court of Common Pleas, compofed of
a prefident who 1s one of the judges of the dif-
trict, and ufth(’s of the peace in the county.
This court 1s-held in the county, and takes cog-
nizance only of civil caufes.

The Court of Quarter Seflions, compoied

n'}’n} of juftices of the peace, and held every
three months in the county.

5. The Court of Errors and Appea
of a prefident who has no other fun&ion, and
the judges, who are prefidents of the feveral

1

1, compofed

COlal‘tb of common pleas. This court is held
every year at Philadelphia, be ginning its {ittings
on the firft of July.

The Sapreme Court, and the Courts of Cir-
cuit, have the powers of the Court of Chancery
ve ,P d i them.

refpe@ive judges are appointed by the
governor, and cannot bc dhph.ud but by a fen-
tence of the fP"lats, upon an accufation iu,m the
houfe of reprefentatives; or, where the accufa-
tion is- not of a criminal 1ature, by the gover-

nor,
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nor, on the requifition of two-thirds of each of
the two houfes of the legiflature.

The concluding chapter of the conftitution of
Pennfylvanida contains a declaration of rights,
eftablithed on the pureft principles of civil and
religious liberty.

No teft is required from perfons holding public
bffices, except a declaration to tiphold and defend
the conftitution. No profefﬁon relative to reli=
gioh 15 demanded of them. The declaration is
made upon oath; or fimplé affirmation, aceord=
ing to the pleafure of the perfon making it; and
this feems 4 neceflary provifion in a ftate in
which Quakers are as numerous as in that of
Pennfylvania. :

Votes at ant ele@ion dre given in writing ; and
.the judges wlio prefide, before they receive a vote,
are to make an entry of the name and qualifi-
cation of the voter, that the fame perfon niay
not vote twice, or vote without the right of fuf-
frage.

The tranquillity of Pennfylvania has been un-
difturbed fince the eftablifhment of this conftitu=
tion, except in the inftance of a partial infur=
tection in 1794, of which I fhall have occafion to
{peak hereafter. :

This ftate 1s bleffed with 4 h'igh' degree of prof-
penity. Population increafes in “an -aftonithing

Vor. IV. 5, progreflion.

BRI
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in any of the other ftates; and every corner of it

is peopling with emigrations from Lurope, or
from the other flates of the Uniorm.

THE LAWS IN GENERAL.

By the grant of Charles Second to Wikiaam
Penn;, it was provided, that the laws of England
relative to property, and alfo the laws relative to
crimes, thould be in force in Pennfylvania, till
others thould be formally fubftituted by himfelf,
and the fréemen of the new province, or thel
deputies.

In the eftablithment of this colony, the com-
mon law of England, and feveral of its ftatute
laws, were naturally adopted ; but many of thefe
not being found in any written code of Pennfyls
vatiia, they are to be regarded indiferiminately as
the-common law of Pennfylvania:

When the revolution took place, thefe laws
ceafed to be obligatory, by the conne&ion with
England’ being deftroyed. ~ But they were con-
firmed in the firft independent legiflature by an
exprefs’ law, till they fhould be repealed by fuc-
ceeding adts of the legiflature. This wife meas
fure was neceffary in the agitation of a revolus
tion, that fearcely affords the coolnefs and leifure.
required for the formation of a new code of laws,

or
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ar even the careful revifion of an ancient fyftem,
i\’Izmy of the laws fince that period have been
repealed, or amended ; thofe which dre at prefent
i force have been lately colleéted and publifhed
by Mr. Darvras, fecretary of the ftate of Penn-
fylvania, a lawyer of great emirerice, and who is
alloy \Ld event by men of oppofite fentiments in
poht;cs, to poflefs a clear judgment, and a pro=
foind knowledge in the laws.

THE CODE OF CIVIL LAWS IN PARTICULAR.

I fhall fpcak only of the moft 111tcmﬂ‘mcr of the
code of civil laws ; and in the firft place, of that
which regulates the property of perfons dying in-
teftate. This law, which was pafled in 1794,
revokes all preceding laws on the famie fubjedt,
the laft of which was pafled in 1764,

By the cxifting law, the widow of a perfon
(l}mg inteftate takes a third of all his perfonal
property "'ld an intereft for life i m the real bﬁdfc
‘The other two-thirds are divided equally among
the lc-gitimatr‘ children; already born or pofthu—'
mous ; and after the death of the wmow the
third of the real eftate in which fhe had a life-
intereft; is equally divided among the children.

When the perfon dying inteftate leaves no
widow, the whole of the property is equally di-
yided among the children.

Ceo When

e
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ing inteftate leaves a widow

When a perfon dying
the widow takes half the per-

without children;
fonal property; and a life-intereft in half the real
eftate; the remainder is divided among the neareft
relations of the deceafed ; towhem alfo def{cends,
4t the death. of the widow, the half of the real
eftate enjoyed by her during her hife.

This law determines the preference to be givers
to the degrees of relationthip ;- and regulates the
manner of valuing, felling, and dividing the pro-
perty among the co-heirs.

The abolifhed law of 1764, had given to the
eldeft of the fons of the perfon dying inteftate,.
a thare of the property cqual to two of the other
children.

The common-law of England is followed 1
Pennfylvania; in- the difpofition of the property
of a woman dymg inteftate; the whole of the
perfonal property belongs to the hufband, and
alfo the enjoyment of the real eftate during his
hife.

If there are children of the marriage, or theiz
reprefentatives, they divide the property of the
mother after the death of the tather.

The liberty of difpofing of property by wall;
without leaving ‘any part to children, is entire ine
Pennfylvania, and is confidered as a fecurity for

the good behaviour of children. It is very un-

comimornx
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common to find a parent making a bad ufe. of
this liberty ; which appears, however, to .be
greater than a juft man would defire. It is nat
ainufual for a parent toleave his eldeft fon a dou-
ble portion of ‘his property, but public opinion
‘condemns every difpefition in swhich the eldeft
{on is favoured beyond that propestion.

By a law pafled in 1780, no divorce can be
adjudged but in the following cafes ;—1. For in-
ability in the hufband, or mcapaczty of the wife
to bear children. .

2. For a preceding marriage of one of the pat
ties, the former wife or hufband being Zill alive,
when the {fecond marriage took place.

:3. For adultery, proved by one of the parties.

4. For the voluntary abfence of cither .of -the
particg, without reafonable caufe, from the houfe
of the znurncd parm:s during four fucceeding
years,

In each of thefe cafes tnc fia preme court has
the power of pronouncing a {Lntcm of divorge.
The forms of procceding are prefcribed by the
law ; and it is provided, that they cannot be re-
forted to, by any hufband or wife, except where
the parties have refided .onc year at lcaft in the
ftate.

When a married perfon, on the report of the
death of the hufband or wife, after an abfence of

C3 two
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two years, marries again, fuch perfon is not to
be judged guilty of adultery ; but the hufband
or wife who has been thus feported dead, may,
on his or her return, claim the diffolution of the
marriage made during his or her abfence, and
the reftitution of the wife or hufband, provided
the claim is made within a year after the returf;
of fuch perfon. =

A hufband who confents to his wife's adultery
is not intitled to a divorce; and where a divorce
1s obtained for adultery, the party ‘convi@ed of
the crime 1s not at liberty to marry with the per-
fon who was his or her partncr inthe

guil
O

The law grants a feparation, when the wife
proves that fhe has been ill-treated by her huf-
band ; and compels the hufband to afford a maln-
tenance to the wife after the feparation, not ex-
ceeding the third of his revenuc ; but every fen-
tence of feparation 1s to be revifed by the high
court of errors and appeals, 1f either of the parties
chufes to appeal.

By a law pafled in 1780, the children of {laves
born after that period are declared free; but'they
are liable to ferve the mafters of their parents till
the age of twenty-eight. The fame law ordained
the regiftering, in the public books of certain ofs

£ 2 3 Fad 4 2
ficers, the names of the flaves then refiding in the
ftate; and fuch flaves as were not fo regiftered
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rere declared to be free. ~Itprovided that all
{laves thould be tried by the fame tribunals, and
with the fame forms, as other citizens of the
ftate ; but it prohibited the teftimony of a flave
againft a freeman. The proprictors of {laves were
compelled by this law to provide for their fubfift-
ence, even in the cafe of thewr not being regif-
tered ; and the manner was preferibed for the
recovery of a flave who had efcaped from his
mafter, It was forbidden to engage any negro
or mulatto above the age of twenty-one to be
bound for any longer term than feven years.

A law that was paffed in May 1788 explained
and ‘amended the law of 1780. Every flave
brought into the State of Pennfylvania, either
by an inhabitant of the ftate or any perfon com-
g to refide thwrc, was declared free as foon as
ke entered own the territories of the ftate. No
perfon could take with him, or {fend away to an-
other ftate, a flave cngaged only for a term, w ith-
out the  confent of thc flave officially declared
before a juftice of the peace. A fine of one hun-
dred and fixty dollars is to be paid for every of-
fence againft this provifion of the law. The
children of flaves born after the firft of March
1780, who were fubje@ to fervitude till the age
of twenty-eight, were to be enregiftered in-the

(S books
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books of the proper officers, in default of which
they were declared frec. :

The trading in negroes was prohibited, under.
the penalty of the confifcation of the veflel em-
ployed in or deftined to that traffic, and a fine
of two thoufand two hundred and fifty dollars.
Every mafler of a flave, whether during his life
or for a term of years, was prohibited, under the
penalty of one hundred and twelye dollars, to re-
move hufband and wife, or parents and their
children, to the diftance of more than twelve
miles from each other, without their previous
confent. Where violence is ufed by the mafter,
or perfecution or falfe pretences to effet the {epa-
ration contrary to this law, the fine is doubled,
and the offender to be imprifoned for fix or twelve
months. ~ The granting liberty to a flave, whe-
ther he is o for life or a term of years, requires
no other formality than the ﬁgnaturc; of the mafs
ter declaring him to be free.

The common law of England is ftill in force
in Pennfylvania, relative to the hiring of domef-
tics, and the taking of apprentices, Parents may
therefore engage their children as apprentices and
domeftics up to the age of twenty-one ; and after
that age young people may make agreements for
themfelves till they are twenty-ci ght.  Provifions

are
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are made by the law merely to prevent abufes in

thefe engagements. Among the reft are—thede-

claration before juftices of the peace of the perfon
mga'md to bb a fervant or apprentice, that he en-

e

a{tbr to fend fervants or apprentices out of
i%ate; and a finc impofed vpon all perfons offend-
ing againft that claufe, or retaining the perfons
fo engaged beyond the term of the contract.

The law alfo authorifes thc engag

limited period, of perfons arriving
who cannot otherwife difcharge the debts they
have contra&ed with the mafters of veflcls for
their paflag

The overfeers of the paor may make en

ments for the children of the poor as apprentices,
but not for any term exceeding their arrival at
the age of twenty-onc ; and proy iftons are made
for the proper treatment of fuch appre entices and
domeftics by their mafters.

¥ £ .1 -

It 1sunder the fanc¢tion of t
that cmigrants, arriving here from the French
colonies fince the French Revolution, have been
able to retain their flaves. Having conduéted
them before magiftrates, they engage them tll
the time when they thall attain the age of twenty-
one, or twenty-cight; but the confent of the

neor
,.,_k(“,
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negro to this effect is neceflary, without which
they are declared free.

There 18 nolaw in ;Pcnnfylvania, directly en=-
a&ed by the legiflature of the ftate, relative to
bankrui;tcics ; on this fubje& the law of England
1s followed. That which relates te the infolvent
debtors 4s encumbered with the iaconveniences
which fuch laws fcldom avoid. = It provides that
infolvent perfons, imprifoned for debt, fhall be
difcharged and freed from further purfuit, on a
declaration made by them of the ameunt of their
property and the relinquithment of 1t to their
creditors.  But if the debtor afterwards acquires
other property, he may he again fued. It will be
felt, that the debtor, being ‘once enlarged, may
fecrete his new acquifitions from his creditor, or
that he may be dithoneft in his declaration ‘con-
cernung his property ; but it will alfo be felt, that
it is lefs difficult to raifc objections to this mild
provifion of the law, than to fubftitute one that
would protect the hioneft and unfortunate debtor,
while it fecured the creditor from frauds. The
decay of morals in Pennfylvania renders a pro-
vifion for this laft-mentioned objet neceffary ;
and the legiflature is engaged in framing a law

oo

for that purpofe.
It was propofed in' the laft feffion to abolifh
arrefts
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arrefts for debt, and to leave to the mongy-
lender and the merchant the tafk of enquiring
into the folidity of the funds for their repay ment.
The plopout;on was {upported by a gseat num ber
of the members; but was c-ppo {ed ‘ow a majority,
and thrown out.

Chicane will find means to prolong the term
of nine months, which is the term confumed by
the reoular forms in the recovery of a debt ; and
it is not unufual to fee it thus employed in Penn-
{ylvania.

By alaw of Pennfylvania, cognizance is given
to juftices of the peace of all actions for debt not
exceeding fifty-three dollars. The object of the
legiflature 1n this law was, to fave expence n
the moft frequent d&lO“lS for debt, and in which
the partics were the leaft capable of defraying it ;
but an appeal to the fuperior tribunals is g given to
the defendant. This law met with much oppo-
fition before it paffed, and chiefly from lawyers
who imagined it would effect their pr raltice ; but
experience has fhewn the wiidom of the provi-
fion.  There is {carcely an inftance of an appeal
from the decifions of the juftices of the peace;
.md the expences of recovering debts before them
ure.twenty times lefs than before the fuperior tri-
bunals with the aid of advocates.

; : THE
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THE CRIMINAL LAWS.—PRISONS.

It is on the fubje@ of criminal laws that philge
fophy has had the moft noble and ufct‘ul influs
encé in Pennfylvania; and in this refpect the
government may juftly ferve for a model to the
relt of the world.

I cannot proceed with this fubjed without re-
peating part of what I have faid in anather work,
publithed with this title—Ox e Prifons of Phis
ladelphia ; to which I will refer fuch of my reads-
€rs as require a more particular dctail on this in-
terefting ubject.

Since the year 1798, no crime but wilful mur-
der 1s punifthed with death. Other crimes are
punithed with imprifonment, for more or lefs
time, and with circumftances of greater or lefs
teverity, according to the nature of the offence z
the Governor in all cafes having the prerogative
to mitigate the punithment ; for although it has
appeared to the wife legiflators of this ftate, that
the certainty with which punithment follows
crimes will greatly diminifh them, the hope of
obtaining pardon by fubfequent good conduét has
no lefs appeared to them a motive of fubftantial
reform in criminals. They very properly thought
that all punithment fhould have the amendment

“of the offender for its object, and ought even to

furnifh
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farnifh him with the means of reform ; and this
valuable maxim is the bafis of the policy of the
prifons 1n Philadelphia.

¢ The adminiftrators of the prifons have added
this truly wife principle ; that the imprifonment
of a criminal being a reparation to fociety, 1t
ought s little as poffible to be a burden on its
finances.

They have propofcd, therefore, the following
objects in their regulations

14t. That the economy of the prifons-thould,
as much as poflible, tend to detach the prifoners
from their former habits, and lead them to re-
fle®ions on their condition, and confequently to
amendment.

2d. That all arbitrary }:rocesdmgs, and cru-
elty, and injuflice in the jailors, thould be-care-
fully excluded, fince they difpofe the mind’ of
the prifoner to malice and revenge, inftead of
begetting fentiments of contrition.

3d. That the prifoner thould be conftantly
employed in fome profitable labour, to wean him
from habits of idlenefs, to defray the expences of
the prifon, and to provide fome refource for the
time when he returns again to focicty.

The conviés in the prifons are divided into
two claffes; the firft are fuch as are convicted of
¢times formerly punifhed with death, and their

fentence
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fenténce always includes' folitary confinement for
part of the timeé of their imprifonment. The
quantity of folitary confinemént is at the difcre-

fion of the judge, within thefe bounds—that it
thall not echc d half of the time of the imprifon-
ment, -nor be lefs than the twelfth part. - The
other daﬂ; of conviéts are fuch ds ‘dre fentenced
for inferior offences; and who aré fict confe-
quently condemned to_folitary confinemeit:

The cells for folitary confinement ere cight
feet by fix, and nine in height. They arg always
on the firft or fecond floor of the prifon; are
vaulted, and detached from the reft of the build:
mng: They are warmed by z ftove which ftands
in the corridor facing the cells. The conviéls
fhut in by two doors of iron and grated, feceives
the benefit of the fire without being able to
convert it to mifchievous purpofes. The cell '8
highted by the doors leading to the corridor; and
more immcdiatcly by a window. 1t hasa water-
clofet, through which freth water can be ﬂl'vnyc
turned at the pleafure of the prifonier: No pre-
caution for cleanlinefs or health is forgotten. The
cells; as well as ev ery part-of the prifon, is white-
-wathed twice a year.. The prifoner fleeps on a
mattrafs, and is well furnithed with cov ering:

Thus delivered over to folitude, and the bit-
ternefs of refleCtion and remorfe, the conyi& has

no
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no communication with human beings; except
that once a day the turnkey” brings him a coarfz
puddxmr made of Indian wheat.

It is not till after the conviét has paffed fome
time in this feclufion from fociety that he obtains:
permiflion to read, or to be furnithed with fuch
employment as his ftri& confinement will admit
of.

The convi& never quits his cell during the
term for which heis condemned to folitary con=
finement, not even to walk in the corndor, ex-
cept in the cafe of ficknefs.

t 1s left to the infpetors of the prifons to fay
in what part of the whole term ‘of the imprifon-
ment the time of the folitary confinement fhall
take place ; provided the prlfomr actually fuffers

the quantity of folitary confinement named in
the fentence. It is ufually infl c}cd when the

ol

convi&t enters the prifon; becaufe the fevereit
part of the fentence ought in juftice, as quickly
as poffible, to follow the crime; becaufe the Ti-
gour of this feclufion would be unjultly increafed
if the prlfom,r had already enjoyed the common
hiberty of the prifon; becaufe the feclufion from:
fociety 1s ueﬁgned to lead the prifoner to reflec-
tion on the crimes whofe punithment falls fo
heavily on him; and, becaufe the fudden and
abfolute change of food affects the temperament
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of the prifoner and inclines himi to the difpofitioft
that precedes repentahce.

The infpe@ors of the prifons place great cons
fidence in the abiftinence they 1 ";1 npofe on the
tonvict condemned to folitary confinement ; res
garding it as the fureft means.of his amendrent,
by the change it effets in his ideas and temper.
This notion feems to have influenced the founs
ders of fuch religions as enjom fafts and abfti-
nence; and he who reflects on the power of out
organs over the qualities of our mind will not fail
to applaud the infpectors of the prifons in: Phis
ladelphia for the fagacity of their fyftem:

A convit who 1s not fentenced to folitary
confinement 1s, on his entrance into the prifon;
put into a common room with others. His
clothes are taken off, and in fome cafes burnt j
:md drefs common to all the prifoners g given
to him. He is inftru@ed in the re: gulations of the
priibn, and examined refpecting the {pecies of las
bour he is capdble of purfuing.

The civil officer who condués the convi@ to
prifon, delivers to the infpe&ors a paper contain-
g an account of  his offence ; the circumftances
by which it is hei ghtened or extenuated ; the
facts that appeared on his trial; the trimes of

which he has in any former time been accufe
in a word, the entire character and hiftory of the
) manp
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man as far as it can be gathered. The document
1s tranfmitted by the court that pronounced. the
fentence ; and enables the infpectors to form
an opinion of the prifoner, and to condu@ them-
felves toward him as the cafe requires.

The labour allotted to prifoners is proportioned .
to their ftrength, and proficiency in the employ-
ment. In the prifons there are looms ; carpens
ters’ benches; and thops fitted up for fhoe-
makers and taylors. Convids that cannot avail
themfelves of any of thefe, are employed in faw-
ing, or polithing marble; preparing the cedar for
pencils; grinding plaifter of Paris ; combing wool ;
or beating hemp. The infpectors have lately
added a manufa&ure of nails, which employs a
great many hands, and produces a large profit
to the prifon. Convi&s that are unable te. endure
hard labour, and are little expert at any thing, atg
employed in forting wool, horfe-hair, and flax.

The bargain for the labour of the prifoners is
made between the jailor and the tradefmen of
the city, in the prefence of the convi&t. Out of
his earnings, the convi@ pays for his board, his
portion of the common expences of the houfe,
and the ufe and wear of his tools ; the rate of
payment for thcfc'things, bcing neceflarily go-
verned by circumftances, is fixed by the infpec-
tors four times in every year; It is at prefent

Vor. IV D fifteen
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fifteen pence per -day; and an old man, w}}o can
do nothing but pick hemp; is able to gain one
and twenty or two and twenty pence per day.
There are convits who carn more than a dollar
per day.

Befides the money which the conviét pays to
the prifon from his earnings, the law compells
him to reimburfe the fate the expences of "his
trial, and to pay a fine which 1s always part of
the fentence. The fine includes a fum to be
paid into the treafury of the ftate ; and incafe of
theft, a fd‘rﬁ“ fufficient to pay for the ftolen pro-
perty. “The money to be paid into the treafury
is frequenly remitted, but never the expences of
the trial, nor the reftitution of the {tolen pro-
perty.  The county advances the money for the
expengces of the trial; and is repaid from the '
labbﬁr of the convi&, if his family or friends do
not pay it for him.

The women are employed in fpinning, few-
ing, combing wool, and wathing for the priforr.
They pay feven-pence per day for their board ;
and they can earn more than that it they are
induftrious. As their labour is not fo hard-as
that of the men their food is lefs expenfive.

The jailor does not here, as1s too frequently
the pradice in other places, levy contributions
on misfortune and mifery.  Nothing “is' de-

manded
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manded on the prifoner’s entrance into pri{on,
or on his quitting it; nothing for particular in-
dulgences to the individual.

" The fmallnefs of the falary of certain fitua-
tions in Europe fcems to authorife thofe who
fill them in the exactions by which they inereafe
their revenue; and it 1s difficult for perfons of
higher rank, whofc office it is to fupcrintend
their eondué, to make rigid enquirics where
they know the fubaltern has not the falary to
provide the neceflaries of life.

The rapacious exa&ions to which I allude; are
exercifed by perfons of the vileft condition in {o-
ciety ; ahd they are often levied as an indemnity
for the contempt and hatred which thofe perfons
encounter. :

But here, where tio prifoner. 1s evet put
in irons; where blows and even ill language
is ftrictly forbidden to all perfons who approach
them ; where the whole economy of the prifon
tends to make it a {cene of reform ; the office of
Jjailor never wounds the delicay of the moft ho-
nourable charalters; The falaries are very fuffi-
cient, even of the under jailors; the daily vifits
of the infpé&ors are a complete check upon the
jailors, and not only excludes all exattion, but
produces conftant evidence that none can exift
in the prifons.

2 Every
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Every prifoner has a fmall book in which are
entered the bargains made in his prefence for his
labour, and the amount of the produce; and
againft this, his debts for the expences of his
trial, the fine to which he 1s condemned, the
fum to be paid for the ufe and deftruétion of his
tools, his clothes, and his board ; and the ac-
count is audited and pafled every three months
in the prefence of the infpectors. - A copy of the
account is entered in a general regifter; and 1s
alfo pafled every three months.

The produce of the labour is paid into the
treafury of the county, which thus becomes the
banker of the prifoner, to prevent the fufpicions
that would arife if the jailor held the money 1n
his hands. The jailor, in fa&, is no more than
the agent between the convi&t and his employer ;
and the price of labour in the prifon is the fame
as out of doors ; and the infpectors take care that
no fraud is pracifed upon the convidts.

The jailor putchafes the provifions in the pre-
fence of the infpetors. A certain quantity 1is
allowed to each prifoner, and 1s weighed out be-
fore the cook, who is himfelf a convi&t, and 15
paid by his fellow prifoners for his labour.

To thefe precautions of inceflant infpection,
and of the ample falary of the jailors, which
removes the temptation to fraud on their part, is

joined
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joined the powerful controul of public opinion.
The humanity and inflexible probity of the in-
fpectors is fo manifeft, their defire of the wel-
fare of the conviéls is fo unequivocal, and thei
care that no injuftice be done them fo conftant,
that to rob them would appear in the public eye
a more deteftable erime than any other fpecies of
robbery.

The rooms in which the prifoners fleep are on
the firft floor ; each room contains ten or twelve
bedfteads, furnithed with mattrafies, theets, and
a fufficiency of covering ; and every prifoner has
a bed to himfelf. Each room i1s well aired and
well lighted. The prifoners quit their chambers
at day-break, and do not return till the hour of
going to bed. They arc then fhut up without
light. When the weather 1s fevere, a little fire 1s
allowed them ; the whole of the building being
vaulted, there is no danger of their burning it
down ; and if they thould be tempted to fet fire
to their beds, they would do no more than {ub-
ject themfelves to perith, and if they efcaped
would be obliged to pay for the mifchief done.

Every morning, before the conviéts go to
work, they are obliged to wafh their hands and
face. In fummer they bathe twice a month, in
a bath made for that ufe in the middle of the
court,  They are regularly thaved twice a wecek ;

D3 and
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and the barber, who is alfo a convi 1¢t, 1s paid out
Of t‘l”" {ft(."“ pence

per ﬁ ay de ducted out of cach
prifo ner’s }a;xn,xr. Their linen is changcd twice

ic

All heavy work is done in the courts; and
light ‘trades are followed in rooms on the fame
floor with their chambers, but in a feparate part
of the building. They are not thut 1n while thav

<

5.

2

work ; but each is under
the'relt. There are feldom more: than five “or

serintendance of

4

:
the fup

fix in one of thefe fhops.
The und

each prifon, are oblig

ere are four to

kw‘ .

ntinually in the

courts, chambers, or C(.‘-l‘l‘id{)l“;‘; in fine, among

1e prifoners, be-

the purfuit of
They are forbidden to re-
vith their crimes, or even to
fpeak of the caufe of their imprifonment. The

filence is impofed. upon them at table.
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Their breaktaft and fupper 1s a pudding of ‘flour

made from Indian cotn, with which they eat

treacle. At

o~

iinner, each is ferved with half a
pound of meat, half a pound of bread, and ve-
getables, Their drink 1s always water. Never,
on any pretence, arc they permitted to tafte fer-

s

: it i : ,.
mented liquors; not even {mall beer, All fuch
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liquors
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liquors are prohibited; and the prohibition is re-
ligioufly obferved. The excitement produced by
fermented liquors is momentary, and deceitful ;
and as it would -heat the juices of the convict,
would confequently interfere with the fyftem of
temperance through which it is intended to ef-
fect a change in his difpofition. . The healthy
vigour which is neceflary for him, will be de-
rived from the fubftantial but moderate food that
is given him. Peals of laughter, fongs, and
thouts, are prohibited ; not only as they would
be inconvenient and difagrecable in the prifon;
but becaufe they difturb ‘the tranquillity which
is to be cultivated and encreafed in the prifoner’s
temper.

When a convi& violates a regulation. of; the
prifon, he is admonifhed for the firft offence by
the infpector, the jailor, or the under jailor.
he repeats his oftence, he is fent into folitary
confinement. - This is a pumif{hment which the
jailor may, himfelf inflict; but in-every fuch cafe
he is obliged inftantly to {end an-account of it to
the infpector. .

When a convi& is idle, and will not work, he
is fent into folitary confinement; and this. pu-
nithment 1s the greater, becaufe he muft redecm
the time he has loft when he returns to labour,
as the expences of the houfe are charged againft

D4 him
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him even for the time of his folitary confine-
ment.

The four under jailors arc all the night on du-
ty; two of whom are in the room fet apart for
the infpe@ors, and the other two walk conti-
nually in the corridors.  When there is any ex-

traordinary noife, they waken the jailor, with
whom they proceed to the chamber whence the
noife comes, and condué the offenders to the fo-
. litary cells.  Such cafes are very rare. It per-
haps does not happen four times a year that a pri-
foner is punifthed ; and no other punifhment is
inflicted in the prifon but folitary confinement.

The jailors and under-jailors are not permit-
ted to have cither arms or dogs. They are even
forbidden to carry a fmall ftick, leaft in a mo-
ment of anger they fthould ftrike a prifoner, and
the tranquillity fo much cultivated, and from
which fo much is expedted, be difturbed. An
under jatlor who is found drunk, or who treats a
prifoner a fecond time with unprovoked rigour,
1s immediately difcharged.

The infpectors take occafion to converfe with
the prifoners ; they endeavour to become ac-
quainted with them ; they give them advice and
confolation, and labour to reconcilé them to their
own confcrences,’ Thefe converfations are not
too frequent, left they thould produce the lefs

effeét,
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effc@. The appearance of the prifoners is gene-
rally calm and ferious; it has nothing of that
hard infolence, or the malignant {fcowl, or the
mean fervility, that we find in the prifoners of
Europe. A prifoner here is at once referved and
refpectful.

The female convi@s are in a wing feparited
from the dwelling of the men. They are fuf-
fered to mingle with women that are prifoners
for debt—an indulgence that is never granted the
men. It is fuppofed that the example of women
of a better order will tend to correét the manners
of the depraved ; and thisis true; for in that fex
modefty and an honeft thame have always an in-
fluence which men, when they are once per-
verted, do not feel.

Wathing is the only labour carried on in the
court belonging to the women, of which they
otherwife make ufe at their pleafure. The num-
ber of female convi@s feldom exceeds five or fix.
Silence is lefs rigidly exacted from them; and
they are not fo ftri&tly guarded as the men. One
of them cooks for the reft ; and they wait on each
other in ficknefs; but ficknefs 1s rare among
them.

The new economy introduced into the prifons
has made a material change relative to difeafes.
Formerly there were from two hundred and fixty

to
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to threé hundred and twenty patients, afflicted
with ' the -itch, in ohe quartér ; and in the fame
initerval,  under -the new fyftem, they do not
amount to ferty. This -aftonifhing difference is
folely to be attributed to the change of cconomy.
Formerly the licence that reigned in the prifons
was the conftant occafion of filthinefs, drunken -
nefs, quarrels; and difguiting difeafes. - At prc
fent ‘there are no patients in the prifons, but
fome affiicted with the rheumatifm, or the effed
of accidents.  In the four laft years, only two
prifoners have died, and they died of the {mall~

{.)

JLC

pox:

If the diforder is not contagious, the patient is
attended in his chamber ; but if contagion is ap=
prehended, he is put in a room by himfe If.

Eyery Sunday morning the prifoners attend a
fermon, preached by a minifter, whofe zeal leads
him to the prifon; nor is it inquired to what
fe& he belongs. - Liberty of confeience is 4s:-uns

uchout
g

reft 1“[”'1 in the prifons as it 1s'th

= .
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almoft all of them Chriftians, a chapter is read
to the prifoners from the Bible. The fermons
in general turn more on morality than do&rinal
points, and are applicable to the fituation of the

{'onvn?fs. All the prifoners, of ey ery kind and
both {exes, attend the fesvice, excepting thofe

i
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who are condemned to folitary confinement. In
the evening there is another fermon; and pious
books are given to thofe who requett it.

The fuperintendance of the adminiftration of
the prifon 1s committed to twelve infpectors.
Six of thefe are replaced by a new clection every
fix months, and the ele&ion is made by the in~
{pectors themfelves. The eleétions are thus fre-
quent, that the duty, which 1s very painful in
its nature, may not fall too heavily on indivi-
duals. But an infpeétor may be continued 1n
office beyond his term, with his own confent.

The infpedors meet every week ; and two of
them, who have the additional title of vififors, are
obliged at leaft to make two vifits in eight days
to the priforis.  There 1s {carcely a day patles in
which they do not make their vifit; and fre-
quently fome who are not on that duty do the
fame. The infpectors are for the moft part Qua~
kers; and it 1s not to be forgotten, that it 1s to
the fociety of Quakers that the public s indebted
for the eftablithment, protection, and fuccefs of
the new fyftem.

To one of thefe people, whofe nameis Cavres
LownEs, is to be given the largeft fhare of the
honour of this great reform. The opinions of
Beccaria and Howard eafily took root in his
humane heart. It was he who animated his bre-

thren

_
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thren with zeal for the enlightened fyftem of
thefe great men; it -was he who exhorted a
change in the prifons—who propofed to fubfti-
tute ﬁumanity,join@d to firmnefs, for fetters and
ftripes—who fuffered himfelf to be treated as a
wild vifionary, without being turned afide from
his purfuit, perfedly confiding in the fuccefs of
his: labour. . It was he whofc unwearied zeal
gained over to his caufe whoever was neceflary
to its proteaion; who obtained trom the legifla-
ture thofe laws, I will not only fay that huma-
nity claumed, but that juftice and an enlarged po-
licy demanded. In a word, it 1s he who confents
at every election ta be an infpector, and 1s indeed
the principal agent of that great work of reafon
and humanity. May God fhower his bleffings
on the head of this benefactor of the human
race !

The judges at firft oppofed this reform ; ex cept
one among them, who, younger than the reft,
and defpairing lefs of the human chara&er, em-
braced the reform with ardour. He aflociated
himfelf to the labours of Caleb Lownes, aiding
him with .the advice of a man verfed in jurif=
pr idence ; and, having thared the difficulties, he
deferved to fhare in the glories of the under-
taking. The name of this judge was Wir-
LiaM BraDpForD. He was at that time the

attorne ¥
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attomf;y-gmcml of Pennfylvania, and was after-
wards the attorney-general of the United States.
He died lately, honoured with the unh’cr{hi el-
teem and love of his fellow-citizens.

This isan homage which I render the more
readily to his memory, as it includes no cenfure
on the other judges. While they withheld their
{an&ion from the reform, they were influenced
by doubts of its efficacy; and they were prompt
in aiding the plan when they were convinced of
their miftake ; nor were they to be deterred by
the opinion they had previoufly given;—a con-
dué@ that will not be thought little of, by thofe
who have had occafion to contemplate the ope-
rations of felf-love.

The prifons, under the new regulations, are
fubje&t to the fuperintendance of the mayor of
Philadelphia, and judges appointed for that pur<
pofe. They form a committee, whofe duty it is
to vifit the prifons once in every quarter. The
fame duty is impofed upon the governor of the
ftate of Pennfylvania, the judges of the feveral
fuperior courts, and the grand jurncs.

Thefe numerous vifits are ordained by the le-
giflature, to enfure the fuccefs of this humane
plan, by watching over the interior economy of
the prifons, if it were even poflible for the zeal of

the
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the infpe@ors to relax. They have proved, how=
ever, a recompence for the trouble they have oc»
cafioned ; they demonftrated the value of the
new fyftem ; and induced the friends of huma-
nity to overcome the obftacles, that in every
country are thrown in the way of men who de~
vote themfelves to the overthrowing of abufes.

The infpectors have the right to prefent peti=
tions to the governor, for the pardon of crimis
nals; which they never fail to ufe, when they
are convinced of the amendment of the convi&t,
and of his having acquired a capital by his la=
bour, or of having means of fubfiftence among
his friends.

The governor of Pennfylvania never refufes a
pardon, on the petition of the infpeors; even
a murderer may hope to obtain it, although, in
that cafe, it is never granted, unlefs the petition
1s figned by the relations and friends of the perfon
murdered. The infpeétors feldom prefent peti~
tions in behalf of convi@s of that clafs ; they
even ufe their prerogative with moderation for
all others; but every prifoner knows that it may
be employed for him, and his heart, warmed by
hope, feels an intereft in his bccoming a better
man.  Who that is without hope, ‘and without
fear, was ever happily influenced in his conduct ?

When
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When prifoners are dxﬁhargcd they receive
the amount of the!favings of their labour in
money, if the mfpe&or% are puiuaricd that they
will make a good ufe of it, or m Lmthu, when
the infpectors have not that confidenc Some-
times convicts difpofe of the favings of thcxr la-~
bour, while they are ftill in prifon, in the main-
taining their families.  Such is the admirable. ct-
fe@s of the new fyftem, that of a hundred con-
vits difcharged, either in confequence of par-
dons, or at the expiration of the term of their
{entence, there are not two committed for new
crimes; under the ancient fyftem,

were filled with old and known offenders, who,
like the criminals in Europe, left their prifons
every time with newly acquired vices, and availed
themfelves of their liberty only to commit nes
depredations, and were again led back to :':riz,
till they terminated their wretched lives on the
fcaffold.

I will here give a tab :
claffes of convi&s for the four laft years of the
ancient {yftem, and the fm ¢ firft of the new.

It would be a very deh ireable thing to add a

table of the crimes committed, and the fentences

D-’*ﬂcd in the four ycars immediately

the amelioration of the penal code; but tht re-
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gifters of the prifons were carried off by the per-

fon who at that time had the cuftody of them. -
It was not till the year 1790, that the law was

paffed that gave the new fyftem to the prifons;

and it was not till 1701, that it was put in exe-

cution,
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ORSERVATIONS ON THE FOREGOING TABLE.

1. In the four firft of the ¢ight years named in
the table, criminals wete committed to the pri=
fons of Philadelphia, only from the county and
city of Philadelphia; in the four laft years, cri-
minals were fent from every part of Pennfylvania
to the prifons of Philadelphia.

2. Of the three hundred and twenty-one con-

#victs that were foreigners and white men in the
firft period of four years, one hundred and thirty-
one were Irith, and eighty-four Englith or Scotch.
In the laft period of four years,- of on¢ hundred
and thirty-five convi&s that were white men,
ninety-two were Irith, and nineteen Englith or
Scotch.  The Irifh, therefore, in both periods,
were more than two-thirds of the foreigners, and
nearly the half of the whole number of prifoners ;
and part of the prifoners concealing the name of
their country, ‘it is reafonable to fuppofe there
were more Irith than were entered as fuch in the
regifter.

8. In the firft period of four years, feventy-
three criminals were convicted of new crimes,
after having been difcharged, and fome of thefe
even for the fifth and fixth time ; ‘while five only,
belonging to the laft period of four years, weére
convicted of new crimes after being difcharged

Yor: IV, E 4. Under
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4. Under both the old and the new {yftert,
crimes have been multiplied in Philadelphia and
ite environs, in a proportion greatly exgecding
that of all the reft of the ftatc.of Pennfylvania.

In the four yecars, therefore, of the new fyf-
tem, more than two hundred have been reftored
as ufcful perfons to fociety, who, under the old
fyftem, and under a penal code of laws refems=
bling that of almoft every ftate of Europe, were
deftined cither to be the fcourge of their fellow
creatures, or to be kept fecluded from them, or
to be delivered over to violent deaths.

Criminals were not only rendered more ufeful,
but were in reality more feverely punithed. The
greater part of them would have readily, in the
firft inftance, preferred death to folitary confine-
ment; and all were infinitely more fatisfied with
the diforder and vice of the old prifons, than with
the humane and juft, but uniform and {tcady ad-
miniftration of the new. It is in defpite of them-
{elves that they are reftored to fociety ; but how
much reafon have they and their families to be
.gratcfi‘ll to the legiflature that has fnatched them
from their miferies ? I refer fuch of my readers as
would know more of this interefting fubject to
my former work, from which I have been able at
ptefent to give a very incompetent extract.

LAWS
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LAWS RELATIVE TO THE POLICE.

The laft law relative to the regulation of the
poor was pafled in the year 1771. It appoints
overfeers of the poor, both in Philadelphia and
other cities of the ftate. It ordains the levying of l
taxes for their provifion; recommends the eftab+
lithment of houfes of induftry; and regulates the
manner of ‘removing  poor families who become
burthenfome, and have not ‘acquired the right
of being relieved in the city where they refide.

The right of being relieved is acquired by a
year's refidence ; ‘and payment, during that time;
of the poor rates. . Domeftics and apprentices ac-
quire the right fimply by a year's refidence. - All
perfons who have not-acquired the right, and are
declared by the overfeers of the poor to be in
danger of becoming chargeable to'the city, are
conveyed ta the place of their birth ;” the over-
feers of the poor of which place are to reimburfe
the city that has thus conveyed them the ex-
pences of the journey.  Every father or mother,
grandfather or ' grandmother, or child, of poor
perfons not able to gain their livelihood, is oblig-
¢d to provide for them, if they have the means,
on the penalty of five dollars and a half for every
manth that they negle@ this facred duty. iAn
appeal 1s allowed to the court:of juftices of the

E> peace
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peace, from the fentence of the overfeer of the
poor, who, in the firft inftance, decides 1n fuch
cafcs.

A Adaw of Permfylvania, pafled in 1780, gave
Every foreigner, although nota refident 1n Ame-
%ica, the right of acquiring and poflefling every
{pecies of ~property, as if ‘he were a member of
the fates - This law, which was to be in force
only for two ycars, was renewed at the end of that
period, and no doubt will continue to be renewed
till it is declared permanent. This law deferves
to be! placedsamong the moft enlightened and
politic of ‘the ftdte of Pennfylvania, and will, no
doubt, induce forcigners to {ettle in that fine
country, in preference to every other.

The laws relative to the Indian natives, that
were pafled by the affemblies of Pennfylvania,
werechara&erifed by the forefight and “equity
which governed William Penn in all his tranfac-
tions with thofe people; but by the federal con-
fritution, the congrefs only can pafs laws relative
to the commerce of the feveral ftates with foreign
wations, in which -defcription the Indians are
comprifed. Pennfylvania, therefore, {ince it was
independenty has no particular law on that {ub-
ject.

1

Liberty of confcience is more: compieat in

Pennfvlvania than in any of the otherftates. 1
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was {0 in the birth of the colony ; yet, by a law
of 1705, the inhabitants' were compelled to pro-
fefs a belief in Jefus Chrift, in the Holy Ghoft,
and the Scriptures. = This profeflion was necef-
fary to place an inhabitant of theftate out-of the
reach of perfecution. The conftitution adopted

t the beginning of the revolution  gave wider
Limits to liberty of confcience; and finally, the
conftitution made in 1790 declares; ¢ that every
man has a natural night, of which he cannot be
juftly deprived, to worfhip God according to the
dictates of his own confcience ;- that no man can
juftly be compelled to obferve any form of wor-
thip, or to incur any expence for public worfhip ;
that no human authority can, on any pretcﬁcc,
force the confeiences of men; and that no pre-
ference can be given by ‘law to any particular
form of worfhip.” It adds, “ that every man,
acknowledging the exiftence of God, and a future
ftate of rewards and punithments, may hold any
office in the republic of Pennfylvania.”

In fa@&, there is no fiate in the Union in which
religion and its minifters have lefs influence than
in this ftate; its minifters here, as every where
clfe, are willing enough to ere® themfelves into
a body, and to influence the public opinion, but
the number that favour their pretenfions:is o
fmall, that it can {carcely be faid toexift.

Es The
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The laws that enjoin the obfervation of Sun-
day, are more regarded in Pennfylvania than in
any of the northern {tates, becaufe they are more
reafonable and moderate.  They prohibit merely
the felling of goods in-an open fhop, or in the
markets; following the chace ; or attending any
public diverfion. The law which prohibits gz{mcs
of hazard, and the fighting of gamc—cocks, are
punctually obeyed, becaufe it is agreeable to the
manners and tafte of the people 5 but that which
impofes a penalty of three quarters of a dollar for
drunkennefs is far from being fo ftrictly obferved,

LAWS.RELATIVE TQ THE MILITARY.

The law regulating the militia was pafled in
1793. Every male; from the age of cighteen to
that of forty-five, is in fact a {oldier of the ftate.
The captain of the company in the diftri& enrolls
every young man who attains the age of eigh-
teen : a notice, which is ferved upon him by a
fubaltern 'of the company, 1s the only form re-
qyired to enter him in the militia, in which he
remains till he is five and forty, The: profeflions
which exempt males from this fervice are nearly
the fame as thofe that givc the fame cxcmption
in the other ftates. White men who are do-
meftics hired for a term, and apprentices, ar¢
exempt during the term of their engagement,

except
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gxcept in thecafe of an adtual mvafion..  The
militia is compofed of divifions, brigades, regi-
ments, battalions, and compames. The br-
gades are formed of regiments, and never exceced
eight, nor are lefs than two ; regiments arec com-
pofed of two battalions ; and each battalion of
four companies, which, according to the popu-
lation of the canton, may be compofed of any
number, from forty to eighty men. Every bat-
talion has a company of grenadiers, and another
of rifle=men. A company of artillery, and a body
of cavalry are attached to cvery divifion. A di-
vifion comprifes the militia of two or three coun-
tics, according to their population ; and cach
county forms onc brigade or more, as it is more
or lefs populous. A divifion is ggmmanded by a
major-general ; a brigade, by a brigadier-gencral;
a regiment, by a licutenant-colonel ; a battalion,
by a major; and a company, by a captain, liente-
nant, and enfign.  Befide the ftaff-officers of the
regiments, a brigadier-general infpects the divi-
flons. The general officers are appointed by the
governor; the licutenant-colonels appoint their
own majors; they arc themfelves, as well as the
captains, licutenants, and enfigns, chofen by the
foldiers, and non-commiffioned officers of the re~
giment, battalion, or company, in which the va-
cancy happens. The commiffion of the officers

Ea 18
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is only for feven years, Every man enrolled in*
the militia; officer or private, trooper or foots

foldier, muft provide himfelf with arms and equi=

page; under the penalty of a fine.  When the

commanding officer of a regiment declares a man

not to be in a condition to comply with this

requifition, he isfupplied with arms by the ftate.

The militia affembles twice in the year, either by

companics or regiments.

The other articles of this voluminous law re-
gulate the mammer in which the fervice of the
militia i1s to be performed; its pay, when em-
ployed by the ftate or the union, which pay 1s fix
dollars per month for each foldier. They deter-
mine the fines for every fpecies of offence; the
mannerin which courts martial are to becompofed
and fummoned. They apportion relief to every
officer and foldier wounded in the fervice, and
to the widows and children of the flain. When
the militia is employed in the fervice of the union,
it 1s fubject to the laws of the Congrefs ; but of=
fences committed by individuals are taken cogs
nifance of by courts martial compofed of its own
body. ,

The ftate of Pennfylvania includes  twenty-
three counties, and the militia is computed at a
hyndred ot a hundred and ten thoufand men.

LAWS
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LAWS RELATIVE TO THE ADMINISTRATION.

Although the interior navigation of the State
of Pennfylvania has not made fuch progrefs as
that of New York, 1t 1s not for want of wifdom
and forefight in the government. A law of 1778
declares the rivers Sufquehannah and Delaware,
and all the rivers and creeks falling into them, to
be public and free navigations, and places them
under the gudrdianfhip and prote¢tion of the go-
vernment. It prohibits the creating any: new
obftacle to navigation, and enjoins the removal
of all old ones.: The fame regulations were made
fucceflively for the rivers Monongahela and
Youghiogany, and all others in the State of Penn-
fylvania, Commuflioners were appointed to en-
quirc and make reports concerning the means of
removing all obftruétions to the interior naviga-
tion, and to make communication by’ canals be-
tween the great rivers or lakes. The feveral
companies who undertook to facilitate the navi-
gation on the rivers, or to cut canals, were raifed
into corporations, and aided ecither by premiums
from the ftate, or by an authority to eftablith tolls
on the navigations or canals they formed ; fome-
times the ftate even gave them permiffion to
saifc money by Jottery. In many of thefe un-
dertakings the' fums granted by the legiflature

were
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were cxpended with utility to the ftate, by com
pleating the work. In others, they were muf-
employed; {chemes being adopted withouta fuf-
ficient examination of their obftacles. But the
legiflature caufes an annual return to be made to
them of the condition and progrefs of thele
works; and it is not to be doubted that in a few
years the interior navigation of Pennfylvania will
be carried to the higheft degree of perfection.
We may reafonably expect to fee Lake Ene
and the River Ohio communicate with the Suf-
quehannah and the Delaware. ‘The number of
Jand-carriages that would 1till, from invincible
obftacles to navigation, in fomc parts be necef-
fary would in fact be few, and their length greatly
diminithed. The numberlefs creeks of Penn-
‘fylvania, cleared of the obftacles to navigation,
would afford for all the productions of the inte-
rior part of the country a fure, fpeedy, and cheap
conveyance to the great rivers and lakes of the
ftate.

The roads arc made and kept in'repair-bya
levy on the townthips. A furveyor of the roads
is chofen by the townthip. Whena new roadis
to be made, the furveyors of the feveral towa-
thips, through which it s to be carrigd, fuperin-
tend its completion, and they have authority to
levy a tax for this purpofc on the lands, The tax

muft
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muft not exceed fix fhillings and fix-pence in the
pound of the annual income of the land, accord-
ing to the valuation made for the levying of other
taxes.  Before the taxes for the roads can be
raifed, they are to receive the fan&ion of two
juftices of the peace of the county; and the ge-
neral court of juftices of the peace take cogni-
zance of all difputes that arife on the fubject of
this tax.

The furveyors are chofen annually ; and re-
ceive five per cent on the tax; and are paid be-
fides eighteen dollars per day when they.are ac-
tually employed in the duties of their office.
They hire labourers for the roads; for the law
which regulates this matter difpenfed with all
perfonal fervice on the high roads. They buy all
the materials for making and repairing the roads;
and their accounts are audited and figned every
year by four commiflioners chofen by the elec-
tors of the townthip.

This law, the principal provifions of which
took place in 1772, was made only for feven
years, but has fince been conftantly rencwed at
its expiration. Some of the claufes have from
time to time been altered ; the modifications
however are included in the above {tatement.

The roads of Pennfylvania are in general better
than thofc of the other ftates; efpecially the

roads
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roads between the moft populous towns. The
bridges are alfo conftruéed in a more fohd
manner. he road from Philadelphia to Lan-
cafter, made by an incorporated company, 1s not
indeed {0 good as the turnpike roads of England,
but it 1s in very good condition; and, although
the tolls are fo high that a broad-whecled waggon
pays nearly two dollars and a half between thefe
two cities, which is a diftance of fixty-fix miles,
no complaint 1s made, becaufc the waggons re-
quire only half the horfes they did before the
road was made a turnpike, and perform the jour-
ney in half the time.. The company that con-
ftructed this road is very flourithing ; the fhares,
which at the firft fubfcripti’on coft three hundred
dollars each, produce between eight and nine per
cent, and bear a premium in their price.

LAWS RELATIVE TO FINANCE.

The law which regulates taxes was pafled in
1705. Since the year 1780 no new taxes have
been raifed i Pennfylvania for the ftate; there
being no other than taxes levied for the interior
ufes of the counties and cities; but the princi-
ples on which ‘the ‘county rates are determined
and levied, would in all probability be followed
1n any tax that it might be neceflary to levy for
the {tate, ;

The
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The inhabitants of every county elect three
commiflioners, who remain three ycars in office,
except that one goes out-every year by rotation,
and a new commiflioner fucceeds him. The in-
habitants of every townfhip ele&, every three
years, an affeflor and two afliftants, to apportion
the rates impofed on the townthip. The affef-
fors make a return every three years to the com-
miffioners of the county; of the names and dwell-
ings (where 1t is pofiible) of the proprictors of
lands, occupied or not occupied, and of the lands
not yet cleared, and of the houfes and fpots of
ground belonging to the town; of all the mha-
bitants of the townfhip, marking their feveral
employments, profeflions, or conditions ; and alfo
a lift of all horfes and horned cattle above four
years old, with a valuation of them ; and finally,
an eftimate of the proportion of the tax that may
be laid refpe&ively on all ewners of perfonal and
real property.  The commiffioners of the county
examine and compare all the lifts ; and have au-~
thority to make altcrations in the taxes, provided
they do not alter the relative valuations of the
feveral properties in the: fame townthip. - The
afleflment made in confequence of thefe returns
by the commiflioners, forms the rule for the le-
vying the taxes for the  three fucceeding years.
The commiffioners are never-to lay-more on the

land
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land than one per cent of their computed values
When they arc obliged to carry t the tax on land
to the full extent of one per cent, they are to levy
the following taxes:—on every freeman, without
apparent employment, from half a dollar to ten
dollars ; on every labourer, a fum not cxcceding
two dollars ; on every vintner, fhopkeeper, or re-
tailer of goods, from half a dollar to five dollars;
on every broker, banker, merchant, lawyer, and
phyfician, from one dollag to ten; on all other
profeffions, from one quarter of a dollar to eight
dollars ; on every proprictor of flaves, a dollar for
each flave. All the taxes that are not laid on
land are regulated by that tax, and confequently
diminith in proportion as the tax on land falls
fhort of one per cent, which 1sits MAX UM,

The quantity of taxes being determined, the
commiffioners ifflue an order to the affeflors to
apportion and levy them on the individuals; but
an appeal lies to the commiffioners from their
affefflment. The tenants of the land are w‘pon-
fible for the tax on land, but are authorifed to
dedu& it from the rent. Lands not cleared are
fubje& to the tax; and if the proprietor is not to
be found, or does not pay the tax during three

fucceflive years, the commiffioners inay order as
much of the land to be fold as is neceffary for the
payment of the arrears,
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The commuffioners of the county appoint the
receivers of the county, and the collectors of the
townthips.  Each commiffioner is paid one dollar
and a third for every day that he 1s a&ually em-
ployed in his office ; the aflefiors one dollar.

The expence: of the afieflment and eolle@ion
for the whole ftate is eftimated at ten thoufand
dollars. - The collectors are generally paid five per
cent on the colle&ion. The treafurer of the com-
mittee is paid a dollar for every hundred pounds
which he receives and pays.

The law has provifions for the exa& levying of
the taxes; andimpofes refponfibility on the col-
le¢tors and other officers; and impofes fines for
neglect or fraud in the difcharge of their duty.

The ftate, as I have obferved, levies no new
taxes. Itsold duties are—on marriages, taverns,
and public fales by authority, amounting annu-
ally from .twelve to thirteen thoufand dollass.
The legiflature fupprefled, in- 1705, the tax on
carriages, and fome other taxes, which were for-
merly impofed for the fervice of the ftate.

The annual expenditure of the ftate amounts
to about an hundred and thirty thoufand dollars ;
it confifts of the falary of the governor, the fc-
cretary and other officers of ftate, and of the
judges; the expence of the courts of circuit; the
falary of the treafurer and his clerks; the ex-

p(-:nc*:
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pence of the office for the fale of lands; the ap-
pointments of the members of the fenate, and
the houfe of rcprcfcntativcs : the falaries of fome
other civil officers ; and the pay of fome militia
officers.

The revenues which, with the old duties, en-
able the ftate to provide for its expenditure
without additional taxes, confift in the intereft
of a capital accruing from the fale of lands, for
the moft part placed in the banks. = This capi=
tal amounts at prefent to one million five hun-
dred thoufand dollars; a million of which 1s in
the bank of Pennfylvania, and five hundred thou-
{fand in that of the United States. Thefe fums
bear an intereft according to the dividends of
the refpe&ive banks; but it may be ftated to be
from nine to ten per cent. Arrears 'of duties, and
arrears of purchafc-money for the public lands,
form another branch of the revenue of the {tate.
The arrears of cvery kind come in very flowly.
Several contradi@tory laws ferve as an excufe to
the creditors of the ftate for default of payment.
Thefe are alfo prote¢ted by members of the le-
giflature, who have a perfonal intereft in the de=
lay. The government of Pennfylvania is indeed
unwilling to employ its force, - efpecially for the
recovery of arrears.  There are two!inftances
which will fufficiently thow the backwardnefs of

the
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the government to compel the payment of the
impofts. There are ten auioneers eftablithed
at Philadelphia for public fales. - Six of thefe have
punctually paid the duties impofed upon fuch
fales ; the other four have not even condefcended
to give an account of their fales.  The law en-
joins every man of cightecn years of age to ferve
as a militia-man ; and impofes a fine of a dollar
every time that he is abfent from the meeting of
his regiment, and & fine of twelve dollars per
month for all the time that he is abfent when his
regiment is on fervice. The defaulters are fo nu-
merous, that no other fund but the fines due for
offences are fet afide for the expence of the mi-
litia ; and the fines are {o ill paid, that at prefent
there is a deficiency of more than one hundred
thoufand dollars. It is to be expected, however,
that the ftate will in future be more I1gorous in
the colle®ion of its revenues; the neceflity of
this rigour begins to be felt; and circumftances
are more favourable than heretofore for its exer-
cife.

The debts due to the ftate, from individualsy
for arrears, and from the Union for certain fun @
advanced, and for which the Union is re{pori-
fible, amounted, in the beginning of 17y7, by
the ftatement of the treafury, to nine hundred
and twenty-four thoufand five hundred and forty=

Vor. IV. F four -

/
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four dollars feven-tenths. Pennfylvania has alfo
feveral other claims on the treafury of the United
States, for expences incurred on behalf of the
Union.

By the balance ftruck by the commiffioners of
the congrefs, the ftate of Pennfylvania 1s debtor
for the fum of feven thoufand feven hundred and
nine dollar"s.

Certain duties, that were formerly the per-
quifite of the fecretary of ftate and other public
officers, have been purchafed by the legiflature,
and are become part of the public revenue.
 There are other duties attached as perquifites to
other officers, which the legiflature will gradually,
and by the fame means, reftore to the public
treafury.

LAWS RESPECTING THE SALE OF PUBLIC LANDS.

The laws that regulate the fale of public lands
are deemed better in .Pennfylvania than in any
other of the f{tates.

Before the revolution, the property of the
lands belonged to the governor; that s to fay,
to the family of William Penn. The congrefs
of Pennfylvania pafled a law in 1779, which
transferred the property to the ftate, giving the
family of Penn; for indemnity, the fum of a hun-
dred and thirty thoufand pounds fterling, and

leaving
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1eaving them in pofleffion of the lands they pof=
fefled as their own proper eftates. The lands
which became the property of the ftate were
immenfe. They were various enormous tracts
that William Penn and his heirs had purchafed
of the Indians; parcels of which they fold for
their own profit. A'law in 1781, which efta-
blithed an office called the land-qffice, enjoined
the pofleflors of warrants (which were orders
from the furveyor-general of the ftate to his de-
puty, to meafure out a certain tract of land, and
were a kind of evidence of the purchafe of the
eftate), obtained under the old government; to
bring them to the land-office, where they were
annulled, if the purchafe-imoney had not been
paid. In 1783, the aflembly fet afide élargc
trad of land in the weft of its tetritory, ahd to
the north of the Ohio, to be difpofed of, for cer-
tain billets which the troops of Pennfylvania had
received during the war for their pay, and whofe
current value was greatly below the fums for
which they were iffued. The billéts were to be
taken in payment for the lands at their nominal
value ; and thefe lands were called, and indeed
continue to be known by the name of, depre-
ciation lands. The aflembly alfo fet afide another
tra&t of land, to the north of thofe I have juft
named, called donation lands, becaufe they were

F2 to
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were to be given as a reward to the officers and
fldiers of the militia of Pennfylvania, in certain
portions, according to their rank.- It was not,
however, till 1785, that thefe lands were aétu-
ally put up to fale; and then they were put up
fuccefiively, in various parcels, at different prices,
and on different conditions. The acquifitions
made from the Indians in 1788 were, by the na-
ture of the lands, divided into two claffes—thofe
to the weft of the Allegany mountains were
offered to fale for ten pounds for a hundred acres ;
thofe to the eaft of the mountains, being inferior
in quality, for three pounds ten thillings.

The quantity of lands offered to fale, and the
fcarcity or plenty of money, taken relatively,
caufed the price the affembly of Pennfylvania
put upon the land and even the conditions of
fale to fluctuate, independently of the quality of
the land. Lots at one time amounted only to
two hundred acres, while a prohibition exifted to
demand a warrant for more than two fuch lots;
afterwards lots were extended to a thoufand acres;
without any teftri¢tion on the number that an
individual might acquire. The pﬂcc has varied,
from fourteen dollars for an hundred acres to
twenty-fix and fifty-thice, = In certain purchafes,
the billets of the {tate were received in payment;
in others, and particularly fince the year 1793,

they
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they were not fo. The laft fales to the north of
the Ohio, and to the weft of the Allegany Moun-
tains, were clogged with a condition, that the
purchafer fhould clear the land, and enclofec and
cultivate it, in the proportion of one acre for a
hundred ; ere& a dwelling-houfe, and eftablith a
family, who fhould refide five fucceeding years
there ; and the quantity to be purchafed by an
individual was reftriéted to four hundred acres.

If, on fpots of the vaft tralts of lands bought of
the Indians, there happened to be inhabitants,
the law gave them the option of purchafing the
lots on which they dwelt.

It was not t1ll 1792, that the ftate concluded
the purchafe of all the lands within its bounda-
ries. - In 1786, the ftate purchafed the country
extending from the Mountains of Allegany to the
Ohio, reaching as far as the forty-firft degree. It
ftill remained to acquire the lands on its northern
boundary ; and that purchafe was concluded in
1792.

In 1704, the legiflature finding that immenfe
portions of the public lands had been fold with-
out their precife boundaries being defcribed, and
that the lands which remained in the hands of
the ftate were not accurately known, fufpended

the fales, - And this law reflects great honour on
Fs the

R RRRRRRRRRBREERRRRRRRRRRRRE=



70 TRAVELS THROUGH

the affembly of Pennfylvania ; becaufe it guas
rantees individuals from the injury which the
avidity for the acquifition of land made too com-
mon; becaufe the uncertainty of the bounds of
the lands that remained undifpofed of, often gave
an opportunity of felling the lands of the ftate
twice, and thereby increafed its revenue; and it
is known, that the legiflatures of the other ftates
have not acted with the fame delicacy in the
{fame circumftances.

Although the laws of - Pennfylvania refpeéting
the fale of lands have been in general framed
with equity and wifdom, abufes relative to that
fubje have neverthelefs been great and numer-
ous, perhaps indeed more fo than in any of the
other flates, on account of the immenfe quantity
of lands on fale. Speculations on the fales of land
bought from the public afford a fubject of gam-
ing, common in almott all the ftates. The wealth
and rapacity of many of the inhabitants of Phis
ladelphia inflamed this diforder in a particular
manner in this ftate. Men of fortune and in-
fluence, acquainted with the proceedings of Con-
grefs for the payment of the paper currency, con=
fpired to diminifh the value of that paper, and
afterwards bought it up and gave it .in payment
for PUbliC lands, at a profit’ of ten hundred and

{fometimes
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fometimes thirty hundred per cent. The depre-
ciation and the donation lands were fertile fubjeéts
of their {peculation.

The titles of individuals to lands bought from
the public, are more fecure in Pennfylvania than
in any other of the ftates, both becaufe the. firft
purchafes have been carefully recognifed, and be-
caufe the laund-office has developed all that relates
to the titles to the public lands, with a degree of
care, -and a fpirit of equity, no where clie to be
found.

Complaints have been made within thefe laft
two or three years, that the affairs of the land-
office are not conducted with fo much attention
and regularity as formerly ; but the members of
the legiflature have never been reproached,.  as
fome other of the ftates have been, for laws rela-
tive to the fale of lands and their confequent mif-
chiefs.

In the courfe of my journal, I have fpoken of
difputes that long exifted between the ftates of
Pennfylvania and Conne&icut, concerning the
property of confiderable tracts of land on the
Sufquehannah, between Willdbarre and Tioga,
Thefe lands were finally adjudged to the {tate of
Pennfylvania ; and all appeal prohibited the ftate
of Conne@icut. But thefe lands are filled with
inhabitants who heold them by titles from Con-

F4 neéticut,
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nedicut, either by purchafe, or fimply by pof=
feffion ; notwithftanding which they are fold like
the other public lands by the ftate of Pennfyl-
vania. Among the perfons who hold thefe lands
from Connecticut, many acquired them regularly,
have been long in pofleffion, and, by the fums
given for them, and the labour expended on them,
have made good their title, at leaft in equity ;
but a much greater number hold thefe lands by
lefs favourable titles.  For three years paft, the
legiflature of Pennfylvania has been backward to
exccute the judgments of the courts, eje&ting
the poffeflors of thefe lands; and every day the
number of ufurpations augments; ancient claims
are multiplied, till the judgments of the courts
can no longer be enforced without military aid.
In the laft feffion, the houfe of reprefentatives
pdﬁ%d a vote, authorifing the governor to employ
the militia 1n that fervice; but the fenate nega-
tived the propofition. The motives of their ne-
gative are not very apparent, fince, in the end,
this meafure muft be auuptcu ; and although, ne
doubt, it will create many difcontents, yet, car-
ried into execution with' the juftice and modera-

tion from which the legiflature will not depart,

it will remove a leay en that continual Hy affeéts
the ftate, :

"The difputes in that quarter are not the only
' difputes

-
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difputes of the kind that have difturbed Penn-
{fylvania. There are others on the borders of the
Ohio, which may occafion confiderable diforders,
without the prudent and timely interference of
the legiflature. In 1792, the ftate of Pennfyl-
vania pafled a law, to put up to fale the lands to
the north-weft of the Ohio, in confequence of
which they were divided into lots of four hun-
dred acres. Patents necefary to give a title to
thefe lots, were to be obtained 1n two different
ways ;—firft, by an engagement to fettle imme-
diately on the lot—and in this manner many
poor families acquired lots ; and fecondly, by an
obligation to clear eight acres of the lot in two
years; and many lots were bought by fpecula-
tors on thefe laft terms.  The price of the lot
was eighty dollars in both cafes. In the firft,
it was to be paid in ten years, with intereft, at
the rate of fix per cent, after the firft year; in
the fecond, it was to be paid within two years.
In default of clearing eight acres within two
years, the purchafers on thofe terms forfeited
their title, and their lots were declared vacant,
except in the cafe where the Indians, who were
not in amity with the United States, prevented
the clearing of the lands. The majority of {pe-
culators who bought lots on thefe terms did not
clear the lands; and three thoufand poor fami-

lies
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lies eftablifhed themfelves at - different periods
upon thefe lands which the law had declared
vacant. © The fpeculators, availing themfelves of
the war which took place with the Indians, al-
though no incurfions were made on the lands in
queftion, at prefent affert their right to. them,
and fue for the ejeGtment of the poor families
who took poffeffion on the faith of the law,
Thefe poor people have come to a refolution to
maintain the pofleflion by force. This is in itfelf
an important circumftance; and I fpeak of it be-
fide, as a proof of the opinion I have frequently
given in this journal, that the increafe of the po-
pulation in the United States renders it every day
more difficult to the fpeculators in land to pre-
ferve their titles to the immenfe traéts they pof-
fefs, without clearing and cultivatmg them. |

THE GENERAL COMMERCE. OF PENNSYLVANIA,
AND THAT OF PHILADELPHIA IN PARTICULAR.
There 1s no ftate in the union that has fo ex-
tenfive a. ecommerce as that of Pennfylvania.
This ftate furnithes productions for exportation in
greater abundance than any other; and its ex-
ports, moreover, part of the productions of Vir-
gima, Maryland, Delaware, J erfey, and New
York.  There are, however, fome of the pro-
ductions of Pennfylvania which are exported
: through
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through Baltimore, by the Sufquchannah ; but
the canal that will unite the Chefapeak and the
Delaware, and which cannot fail to be com-
p}eatcd, will reftore that commerce to Phila-
delphia, and with it a great portion of the pro-
duce of the eaft part of Maryland.

The exportation of Philadelphia, which 1s the
only port of this ftate, derived from Pennfylvania
and the adjoining ftates, are-—charcoal, potath,
beer, cyder, falt-meat and fith, butter, cheefe,
Indian corn, flour made from Indian corn, wheat
flour, bifcuits, tallow, candles, linfeed, linfeed
oil, foap, potatoes, timber for building, ftaves,
hides, the fkins of deers and beavers, bark, and
pigs of iron. _

Mott of thefe articles are brought to Philadel-
phia, down the Delaware,-or by land-carriage.
There are very few brought down the Sufque-
hannah ; for the fettlements on its banks are very
recent, and confume nearly the whole. of their
produce ;- but when that country, and the lands
lying behind it, are more generally inhabited and
cultivated, that large river, freed from obftacles
which at prefent injure its navigation, will greatly
increafe the commerce of Philadelphia ; and there
is mo doubt this important change will {pecdily
be effeéted.

The produce:of the country, however, forms

a very
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a very {mall part of the exportation of Philadel-
phia; which, trading with the whole world, re-
exports, in immenfe quantities, the produce and
merchandize of foreign countries.

The following is a table of the amount of the

exports from Philadelphia, for the years 1791,
1792, 1708, 1704, 1705, and 1790.

Dollars.
1791,— 3,436,002.
1702,— 3,820,052.
1793,— 6,058,330.
1794,— 6,643,890.
1705,—11,518,2060.
1706,—17,549,141.

I fcarcely think it neceflary to repeat, that the
immenf{e increafe in the value of the exportation
1s principally owing to the increafed value of the
articles; and to the war in Europe, which has
caufed a much greater portion of the productions
of the colonies to be pafs through America, than
formerly.

The difference in the value of the barrels of
flour, one of the principal articles of the exporta-
tion of Philadelphia during the laft fix years,
will thew how fallacious it is to judge of the
quantity of the article exported by the amount
of its value. The price of the barrel of fuper-

fine
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Fine flour in 1790, was fix dollars twelve-thir-
teenths: in 1791, five dollars two-thirteenths;
in 1702, five dollars two-thirteenths; in 1793,
fix dollars two-thirteenths; in 1704, fix dollars
ten thirteenths ; in 1795, twelve dollars ; and in
1790, ten dollars. The price of the fecond flour
is two fhillings or half a crown le(s per barrel.

It is to be obferved, that the price of the
fuperfine flour varied in the fame year as much
as two and three dollars. I have given the me-
dium price of the year.

Philadelphia, which in 1796 exported one hun-
dred and ninety-five thoufand one hundred and
fifty-feven barrels of flour, (that is to fay, nearly
the fourth part of the exportation of the whole
union) ; exported two hundred and ninety-four
thoufand and eleven barrels, in 1795 ; two hun-
dred and ninety-nine thoufand two hundred and
eighty-feven barrels, in 1794 ; four hundred and
fixteen thoufand fix hundred and twenty-one
barrels, 1n 1793 ; four hundred and thirty-three
thoufand nine hundred and fixty-eight barrcls,
m 1702 ; three hundred and fitteen thoufand
feven hundred and eighty-five barrels, in 1791,
Thefe were barrels of fuperfine flour; the expor-
tation of the fecond flour never exceeded five
thoufand barrels; in 1706, the exportation of
fecond flour amounted only to one thoufand feven

hundred
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hundred and nincty-(’,ight barrels. I have take'ﬁ
thefe details from the books of the furveyor.

In 1765, the exportation of fuperfine flour was
one hundred and forty-eight thoufand eight hun-
dred and ¢ ghty-feven barrels; two hundred and
fifty-two thoufand feven hundred and fourty-four
barrels, in 1771; two hundred and eighty-four
thoufand eight hundred and feventy-two barrels,
in 1772 ; two hundred and fixty-five thoufand
nine hundred and fixty-feven barrels, in 1773;
two hundred and one thoufand three hundred and
five barrels, in 1784 ; one hundred and ninety-
three thoufand feven hundred and twenty barrels,
in 1787 ;—from which ftatement it will be feen,
that the exportation of flour was not greatly in-
creafed during twenty-two years. The exporta~
tion of wheat has even greatly diminithed, owing
to the number of mills ere(ted in Pennfylvania
and the neghbouring ftates, and there has been
ho material increafe of the exportation of Indian-
corn or bifcuits, bringing it down even to the two-
laft years.

To give 2 more compleat ides of the commerce
of Philadelphia, I will hcrc fubjoin a table of the
principal atticles, both forcL *h and the producc
of the country, of its cxporta*ion in 1796, and
the different ports to which they were configned.
This ftatement is taken from the cuffom-houfe

books.
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books. Twould gladly have given the computed
value of every article; but that would have re-
quired the examination of a multitude of entries,
and more time than could be {pared by the per-
fon to whom I am indebted for thefe details.

Table of the priucipal Articles exported from Phila-
delphia in 1796.
Articles of Merchandize. Quantities,

Charcoal - - - tonsgy 10
Beer, cyder, and porter,

in barrels - = gallons 14,010
Ditto, in bottles < dozens T 14,843
Beef - - ~ barrels 6,860
R ; { ditto ; 1 {,‘;;558

1mall ditto 6,010

Butter - - = pounds 157,470
Bricks - - & « number 100,400
Indian-corn - - buthels 170,004
Cheefe - = ~ _pounds 243,332
Candles - - s - ditto 338,374
Flour - - - barrels 105,157
Hams - L - pounds 1,082,690
Pork - - = barrels 12,029
Rye flour - - ditto 50,014
Flour of Indian-corn - ditto 223,004
Potatoes - - - buthels 0,004
Rice = - -  tierces 6,265
Linfeed
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Articles of Merchandize.
Linfeed oil - -
Train o1l - - <
Spermaceti ol - -
Furs
Tallow
Snuff
Tobacco
Timber
Staves, heads of barrels,
Planks - - =
Bark - - =
Coffee
Cocoa
Cotton
Indigo

]
)
i

L}
¥
]

- -

]

ES -

- -

Wirought iron and fteel
Sundry merchandize
Pepper - - -

Spice - - =
Spirituous liquors -
Sugar - - =
Salt - = %
Bohea tea - -

Fine green tea -
Common ditto ditto
Wine - - -
Ditto in bottles

3
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Quantitics.
gallons 762
ditto 37,726
ditto 7,782
value in dollars 47,713
pounds 383,850
ditto 251,134
hogtheads 3,437

/s - 2,450,016
&ec. -7 %,202;460
- = 1S E
value in dol.. 106,960
pounds 21,002,300
ditto 161,120
ditto 011,325
ditto 00,200
value 1h dollars 36,240
ditto 2,822,800
pounds 244,552
value in dol. 116,086
gallons 170,880
pounds 12,060,916
buthels 4,496
pounds 2,260
ditto 3,130
ditto 16,210
Agallons 612,883
dozens 20,225
Names
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Names of the Places to which the Articles exported
Srom Philadelphia in 1796 were configned, to-
gether with the Value in Dollars of the whole
Exportation for the Year to each Place.

Dollars.

Sweden and St. Barthelemy - 411,408
Denmark, and the Danifth Antilles ¥349,287
United Provinces - - - 1,824,275
Dutch Antilles - - - 184,825
England - - - - 4,100,011
Ireland - - - - - 230,544
Englith Antilles - - - 760,274
Englith Colonies in North America 40,380
Gibraltar - - - - 33,305
Newfoundland - - - 21,505
Hamburg, Bremen, and the Hanfeatic

Cities - - - & w2 81,232
France - - - = - 013,880
French Antilles . - - - 3,250,584
iflands of France and of Bourbon 20,067
Spain . - - - - - 66,074
Spanifh Antilles - - - 016,085
Florida and Louifiana E - 280,051
Portugal = - - - 12,802
Fayal - - - - - 14,070
Madeira - - - - 111,528
Teneriffe - - - - €01

Vor. IV. G Portg

\
\
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Brouglit /J;'um d 16,043,498

Ports of It;ﬂy - - - - 521,004

Eaft Indies e, - - - 42,032

China - - - - - 40,747
e

17,540,141

The following is a ftatement of the duties
paid ‘at the cuftom-houfe of Philadelphia, during

five years pre eding the date of the table.

1791,— -780,¥41 dollars,
1792,—1,130,61 3 ditto.
1703,—1,028,052 ditto.
1794,—2,001,226 ditto.
1705,—2,061,204 ditto.
And for the two firft ) e i
r96,—1,880,601 ditto.
quarters of § e 2
This ftatenient will not give a perfe@ ‘idea‘of
the value of the importations, becaufe the duties
vaty in every fpecies of merchandize ; but when
we find in the report of thie fecretary of the'treas
fury of the United States, that the total rcccipt
of the duties'on tonnage, and the taxes 'Gh im-
portation and exportation, for the year 17085,
amothted ta five million {ix hundred and feventy-
nine thoufand four hundred and eighteen dollars;

and
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and fce that thofe of the port of Philadclphia
alone, for the fame year, amounted to two mil-
lion nine hundred and fixty-one thoufand two
hundred and four dollars, an 1dea may be formed
of the unmenfc thare Philadelphia has in the com-
merce of the United States.

The following is a ftatement of the veflels that
arrived at, and failed from the port of Philadel-
phia, for the laft year—1;96.

Arrived at Philadelphia. Sailed from Philadelphia.
Veflels of three mafts 109 - 184
Brigs - - 430 - 484
Shalops - - 504 - 633
Sloops - - 306 - 382

Total 1625 1683

The number of veflels that arrived at Phila~
delphia in 1795, was lefs by fifty than in 1796 ;
but the number that failed from that port in
1795, was more by fixty-fix. This difference
was owing to the capture of American veflels by
privateers from the Weft India Iflands.

In 1788, the veflels that arrived at Philadelph‘ig
were no more than fix hundred and fifty-three,
of which only ninety-three were veflels of three
mafts.

{32 The
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The articles of importation at Philadelphia are

fpread, not only through Pennfy vania, and the
ftates which furnifh thearticles of its exportation,
but alfo through Kentucky, the back {ettlements
of Virginia, and North Carolina, although thefe
countries do not fend any of their produce to
“Philadelphia. T wefet my Teader to what I have
faid on this fubje& in thc account of my journey
through the Southern States.

Freights at Philadelphia are from eighteen to
twenty-two dollars per ton, for moft of the arti-
cles fent to Europe. They are from one to two
dollars higher for coftee, fugar, and cotton.
Freights to India are from twenty-two to forty-
four dollars, becaufe the cargo 1s chiefly fpecie;
from India, they arc from eighty-fix to eighty-
cight dollars.  Freights to and from the Iile of
France are forty dollars. hefe are the prices of
the current year; and vary as freights arc more
or lefs plentiful. At prefent they are from two
to threc per cent higher than they were three
years fince, becaufe there has been a decreafe in
the fhipping. 1 fhall conclude what T have to
fay relative to the commerce of Philadelphia, by
the following table of the rate of infurance at
that port for the years 1705, 1706, and 1797.

Rate
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Rate of Infurance, in the Port of Philadelphia, for the XYears 1735,
1766, and 1797.

f

3 — = = <
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To Hamburg, Bre-
men, and other
neuntral Ports, not
heing in the Bal-
tic, or the Meui 4
terranean ; alfo to
Holland . ... 78l 4 to 5| 4qlto 6| 3k 3
Englith Ports in the
hannel . . . Jiq to12d ¢ to 5| 3lto 43| 3 2%
Ditto weitern Ports,
on the Route to
the N. ot Ireland {10 4 to akqilto 4|3 21
Ports in the Sourh-|
Eatt of Ireland’ |10 it 4121t0 413 2}
Ditto W, and N, on
theroute toNorli| 72 to 8 | 4 to 4% 31to 4|1 2t
French Ports in the
Atlantic .. ../ 6 to 73 33 to 43 5 to 6| 3 2o 31
Ditto in the Medi-
terranean . . . J 7itoto | 4 to 5|6 to 7% 4 3
Portuguefeand §pa-
nifh Ports, in the
Adantic . . . Jsltoro | 1lto sl3dto 5|3 to 3} .1¢e0 1
Ifles of France and
Bourbon . . ] 73to10 | 5 F s /. 8 TN BT 3itte 4
Cape of Good Hupelro TR e i A 4 1t
Batavia o . v. L 7ito1e [ 5 ¢fto 5] 4 to 4l 41
Canton, in China .lo 5 5 5 4 to a4l
Caleutta .'w. 1o to'ts |5 F 51. 4 to 4}
amaicd. + s+ v oJ15 t020 | 3d.to 43 2kto a3 3l
i})thcrEngliﬁl Ports : % ta 13 t 3
in the Weft-India
Hes . ov wlio tors |3 'to 43l's to 413 2l
French Ports in the
Weit Indies. . .| 7} 4 toa 3|5 to 6113} 2ito 3
b Neutral Perts in the) ,
WeftIndics. . .l 5 to 6|1 to 433 to 4d{ 3 to 3} 2Xt0 3
Havannah . .+, ) 6 4 3.to- g 3k 3
New Orleans . . .10 4 to 43| 3% to 4df 3% 3 :
Nova Scatia . , + .| 6 4 4 23 2 to:tad
Ports of the United
States ; according
to their diftance,
and the difficul- !
tigy of the paffage 1fto 23 xlto 2|1t 3 |3{to 3|1 to 3
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THee rates of infurance are for néutral veficls,

“bound from Philadelphia, and configned only to
one port. Theyare calculated for the voyage out
merely, and are generally the fame for the voyage
home ; except when the veflel is infured at the

fame time-both going and returning, when fome
abatement is made. The rate is higher, of courfe,
whc%p the veflel has to touch at feveral ports, be-
caufe 6f the additional rifk. It is higher alfo in
voyages to the Baltic, and ports of the north,
during winter; and, for the fame rcafon, in voy-
ages to the Weft India Iflands, from the firft of
Auguft to the firft of Noyember. It is higher
alfo for veflels which.would not, on a {crutiny,
by their papers, and the nature of their cargoes,
prove to be neutral.

Towards the end of 1793, dnd in 1794, the
rate: of infurance was higher than in 1795 and
1706, becaufe American veflels were at that time
captured by the Englith. It was lowered hy the

- fubfequent treaty with England; and has again
rifen, fince the French in their turn captured
American veflels ; and particularly in voyages to
the, Weft Indies, becaufe captures there are fre-
quent, and are authonifed by the governments
of the feveral iflands, while it is believed ‘that the
few American veflels captured by the French in
European feas, are taken without the authority
of the French Government,

The
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The rate of infurance is nearly the fame 1n
the different ports of the United States.

The building ot a veflel at Philadelphia cofts,
accorduw to 1ts tonnage, from C\gntun to twenty-
two dollars per ton at the time fhe is launched.
The price 13 increafed in proportion as there is
more holm-oak or cedar put into the velfel. The
fails and rigging of a veflel of three hundred tons
will coft about forty dollars per ton. Thefe
prices, however, have rifen tharty pcr cent within
the laft three years. It is univerfally acknow-
ledged, that veflels built at Philadelph 113 are bet-
ter than thofc of any other pert of the United
States. They are more found, better finithed, and
the ornaments a nuiom ; and they will laft,
upon an average, fram four to five years longe
than the veflels of the north. Moi’c of the large
veflels built at Philadelphia have their principal
timber of holm-oak.

The quality of flour, pot-afh, and in fa& of
-all articles defigned tor cxpnrmtiun, 1s here more
carcfully attended to than at any other port. In
a word, although Philadelphia 1s at the diftance
of one hundred and fitty miles from the fea, and
the navigation of the Delaware intcrmptcd for
one month or two months, and fometimes more,
in every year, it may be teckoned asthe moft con-
{iderable port of the Umtc d States, [t contains

G4 the
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the greateft number of wealthy merchants, and
affords the moft ready market for the fale of pro-
ductions.

As to the manner in which commerce 15 con-
duded by the merchants of Philadelphia, what
I have to fay of the general commerce of the
United States will be applicable to it, and perhaps
in a particular manner, becaufe the commerce of
Philadelphia is on a larger {cale, fpeculations are
more extenfive, the mode of living more extra-
vagant, and the paffion for acquiring fudden
wealth greater there than in any other of the
American markets.

BANKS AT PHILADELPHIA.

There are three banks at Philadelphia; thel
firft is ‘the bank of the United States, which, by
its conftitution, is obliged to follaw the feat of
government. [ fhall enter into fome detail on
this bank when I come to fpeak generally of the
United States. The other two are—the bank
of Pennfylvania, and that of North America,

The bank of Pennfylvania was incorporated in
1703, by a law of the ftate, Its capital 1s three
millions of dollars, divided into feven thoufand
five hundred thares of four hundred dollars each.
The thares were bought by individuals, or com-
panies, the ftate not rcfcrving any fhare, or the

pOV\‘CI‘
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power of acquiring any, except by fubfcription in
the manner of individuals. This bank receives
depofits; and difcounts at one-half per cent per
month. It cannot fell any thing but the public
funds, or effes that have fallen into its hands for
advances, It cannot buy any thing but gold or
filver in bullion; or the fhares of its own cor-
poration, which it muft never buy below par,
nor in a greater quantity than fifty at a time.
It cannot lend to the government of the United
States more than fifty thoufand dollars. No
greater loan can be made but in confequence of
an exprefs law. - It cannot circulate, either by its
own notes, or by difcount, or otherwife, more
than three mullions of dollars.

The law incorporating this bank, enjoins all
the receipts of the ftate to be depofited in it. Of
twenty-five directors that form its adminiftration,
{1x are nominated by the legiflature, and the other
nineteen by the proprietors of its ftock. Eleven
go out annually by rotation. A return of the
general fituation of the bank is to be made an-
nually to the legiflature, to be fubmitted to its
examination ; but the legiflature cannot demand
an infpection of the accounts of individuals ; and
the little dependence this bank has on the go-
yernment, and the fidelity of its tranfacions,
have plgced it high in the public confidence. Its

dividends

—
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dividends are from cight to ninc per gent, al-

L)

though confiderable furplus 1s prudently accu-
mulaécd Shares in this bank bear at prefent a
premxum of twer nty -five and Hur’ty per cent.

The bank of North America i1s of an older
da a@ wunder which it was incorporated
having pafled in 1787. It wasat firft eftablithed
in 1782, but was diffolved 1n 1784 This bank
may extend its capital to two millions of dollars;
and has the privilege of making laws, ‘by a court

"J
ot
%)
-

o

of its own proprietors and its tw ch ¢ dire&ors, for
its adminiftration. But it is bound by the fame
rules in its fales and purchafcs as the bank of
Pennfylvania. As the legiflature, however, has
placed no other reftri¢tion on this bank, and 1t
15 ﬁill more independent of the government than
the Bank of Pennfylvania, its character is very
great. It 1s called The Quakers Bank, becaufe
the greater part of its original fubfcribers were
Quakers ; ‘its direQors are in general of the fame
body; and it is the bank at which thofe people
generally keep their cafh, Its dividends are from
feven to cight per cent. The price of original
thares, which was a hundred dollars for each,
bears a premium of forty-five per cent; and it is
very feldom that a fhare is to be fold.. In 17901,
this bank lent onc hundred and fixty thoufand
dollars to the fate of Pennfylvania, on the fecu-

rity
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rity of its public funds, and for one year only;
the fum was punctually repaid.

THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA,—ITS HOSPITALS,
* - MARKETS, ‘&e.

Philadelphia is not only the fineft city of the
United States, but may indced be deemed one of
the moft beautiful cities in the world. It cer-
tainly is not ornamented with noble and antique
edifices, like many of the citics of Europe; nor
are the public buildings, with the exception of
the ftate-houfe, remarkable either for the beauty
of their archite¢ture or their magnitude; but the
houfes are all built of fine brick, and have a
pleafing appearance of fimplicity and neatnefs.
Many of them are decorated at their bafe, and
round their windows, with a white marble lightly
veined, which is found a few miles from the city,
near the Schuylkill, and have flights of fteps of
the fame marble. The ftreets are wide, and are
generally planted with trees, and have very com-
modious pavements. The fountains that fupply
the city with water are in great numbers, and in-
deed exceed any thing of that nature in Europe.
We have nothing to regret here but the want of
noble {quares; nor any confiderable nuifance to
complain of but the burial places, which arc often
in the moft crowded parts of the city. -

This’
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This nuifance is indecd a very ferious evil; and
it cannot be doubted, is the caufe of much fick-
nefs in a city, where the heat of the fummer 1s
{o great for three months as at Philadelphia. It
has been in agitation to prohibit burial places in
the city ; . but the matter has never becn treated
with the decifion that the importance of the fub-
ject requires.

The narrowne(s of the quays is another caufe
of the unhealthinefs of this city, and 1s one which
it will be more difficult to remove than the for-
mer. This defe& cannot be remedied, but at the
(,*{pcncc of an cntire ftreet extending along the
river and crowded with the counting-houfes and
warchoufes of the merchants. This ftreet is not
to be found in the plan traced by Penn, which was
exactly followed as far as 1t extended. But the
city 1s increafed on the borders of the Delaware,
both to the right and left. The buildings at firft
extended beyond the ground which he marked
out between the Delaware and the Schuylkill ;
but the increafe of commerce gave a new direc-
tion to buildings of late years; {o that the city,
although large, does not occupy half the ground
between the two rivers, and it is not probable
that 1t will extend farther towards the Schuylkill,
The prefent population of Philadelphia amounts
to feventy thoufand inhabitants.

I fhall
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I thall endeavour to avoid the repeating of cir-
cumftances relative to this city that are known to
cvery one. Its prnons are-the 0'11 pu ublic efta-
blithments which are fuperior to the fame kind
in France and England; its hofpitals, libraries,
colleges, literary and philofophical ‘focieties, are
inferior to thofe of the old world, and indeed
muft long continue to be fo : but if we confider
how few years have pafled fince this city was
founded, and how ftill thorter the fpace of time
is fince Pennfylvania, with the other ftates, be-
came free, #ind was therefore able to employ all
its refources, we fhall be furpnied at. the degree
of improvement we find in Philadelphia; and it
ought not to be concealed, that the difpofition of
the inhabitants tends to facilitate the progrefs of
the arts and fciences; which, however, with every
advantage, demand time to bring them to per-
feCtion. Neither ought it to be overlooked, that
the Quakers are, in every part of the ftate, the
moft fteady and zcalous promoters of every plan
for the public happinefs. Their influence at Phi-
ladelphia is greater than in other parts, becaufe of
their numbers. They are calculated to amount
from one thoufand fix hundred to one thoufand
feven hundred families in that city.

The majority of the governors of the hofpital
of Pennfylvania are Quakers.  The economy of

this



04 TRAVELS THROUGH

this hofpital is not, however, fo perfect as we
fhould expect. The patients are too much mins
gled togeéhcr. There are fix of the phyficians of
Philadelphia who attend the hofpital gratuitoufly,
Two of thefe attend together, and make but two
vifits in the week. They take this office by turns,
two being changed every two months. There are
two pupilsrefiding in the houfe, who fee the pre-
{criptions admniftered ; and it is very feldom that
any of the fick have the aid of the phyficians,
except on the vifiting days. 1 fpeak of poor pa-
tients, who are admitted gratis ; for she funds of
this hofpital are fo {fmall, that many of the pa-
tients are obliged to pay the phyfician, and thefe
the phyficians vifit when fent for.

In 1775, the hofpital received {feventy patients
gratis ; but, although its revenues are not dimi»
nithed fince that period, the increafe of the price
of provifions, and of the wages of the perfons em-
ployed in the hofpital, 1s fo great, that at prefent
it can take no more than thirty patients gratis,
The reft, to the number of fixty-one, pay to be
admitted in .the following proportions-— from
three to four dollars per weck for a place in the
common roem ; {ix dollars for a room with more
than one bed ;- and cight dollars for a room apart
from others ; the two laft. clafles-morcaver pay
the phyfician.

Infane
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Infane perfons are taken into this hofpital.
They were formerly kept. i apartments under
ground ; but at prefent they are in a new build-
ing, which is fpacious and awry. The degree of
liberty they are allowed, and the cleanlinefs of
their apartments, daily increafes the number of
thofe who leave the hofpital cured. The ccono-
my of this part of the hofpital is indced admir-
able; two years fince it was a fubject of difguit.

Dr. RusH, one of the phyficians of whom
I made inquiries concerning the caufes which
brought patients of this kind to the hofpital, at-
tributed one half to the exceflive drinking of
{piritous liciuors:; a fourth to devotion; and 3
fmaller portion to love. It isto be fuppofed that
thefe obfervations were accurate, as they were
made from an examination of the books of the
hofpital. That part w hich concerns theexceflive
Irinking of fpiritous liquers 1s confirmed by daily
experience. It 13" a common cafe, for a man,
after fuch am-excefs, to be feveral days fuccef-
fively in a ftate of infanity; which very rarely
happens from exceflive drinking of wine. The
madnefs occafioned by religion is moft frequent
amongft {ccts whofe dogmas are extravagant, and
who affeét their difciples more with terror than
with hope. The derangement proceeding from
love 15 more frequent with the women than the

men,
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men ; and the patients of that clafs are chiefly
girls betrayed or deferted by their lovers. The
cumber of infane patients, the laft time I wifited
the hofpital, was forty-five.

Dr. Ruth is one of the moft celebrated phyfi-
He is reproached with an

cians in Philadelphia.
. and 1t is cer-

extreme partiality for bleeding
tain that he 1s by no means {paring of the prac~
tice. He is alfo accufed of being wedded to
fyftem ; but this reproach is mote likely to pro-
chcd from the envy common in Philadelphia,
as in other places, than any other caufe. Dr.
Rufh has certainly more praétice than any other
phyfician in Philadelphia; he is a man of
talent, and one of the beft informed men in
America. Both his writings and actions prove
that he has the welfare of the human race at
heart. His zcal and courage during the preva-
lence of the yellow fever, were not to be fub-
dued by danger or difficulty. In 1792, he nearly
fell'a viétim to that terrible fcourge. = A’ work
which he wrote on that difeafe met with many
opponents, efpecially among perfons of his own
profeffion. Dr. Ruth publithed a letter in 1700,
recommending the fupprefling of the punifh-
ment of death; and the happy refult ‘of the
change in that refpe& in the criminal code of
Pennfylvania, is fufficient proof of the wifdem of

his
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his fpeculation. There are other political papers
of Dr. Rufh, abounding with' beneficent and va~
luable fentiments.

The alms-houfe is as little to' be commended
for the nature of its management as the hofpital.
Its economy is not influenced- by thofe  exten-
five views, which in & great ftate ought to have
a principal thare in the aid given to the poor.

The principal market of Philadelphia excites
the attention of every foreigner. It is a long
building, conftruéted of brick, and fupported by
pillars of brick. The alleys are paved. It ftands
in the large ftreet which feparates the north and
fouth quarter of the city. Here are to be found
all forts of proyifions ; butcher-meat, poultry, ve-
getables, &c.—flowers, roots, and trees are alfo -
{old in this market. As provifions are fold no
where but ini this, and three or four markets in
other parts of the city, this market is greatly
crowded for three or four hours in the morning ;
but although the paffages fometimes are almoft
choked up with people, the noife is very inconfi-
derable. Every one makes his market with little
or no’ difpute ; provifions are {o- abundant, and
the venders fo numerous, that the purchafer who
is diffatisficd has but a ftep or two to make to
confult his caprice, or to endeavour to make a
better bargain.  The prodigious quantity of pro-

Vor. IV. H vifions
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vifions of all forts in this market begets no offen-
five fmell; the tables are fcraped and wafhed
every day, and the paffages are kept thoroughly
clean. One is at firft aftonifhed to fee fuch per-
fe& cleanlinefs, where there are fo many almoft
unavoidable caufes of filth. ‘ )

A great quantity of the provifions fold at Phi-
ladclphia is brought fixty miles ; it is conveyed in
covered waggons that arrive in the night.  The
horfes are utharnefled, and ftand round the carts,
with hay before them, which the farmer always
brings with him, to fave expences at the mnns.
Sometimes there are more than a hundred of
thefe waggons ftanding at the upper part of the
ftreet in which the great market -1s fituated.
Sometimes the farmers retail their provifions
themfelves, from their carts, which bring veal,
pork, poultry, game, butter, and cheefe, as well
as articles of agriculture, and even the produéts
of induftry.

Jerfey furnifhes the markets of Philadelphia
with many articles, particularly hams, poultry,
butter, and vegetables. It is a pleafing obje&; to
fee the perfect order that prevails in the markets;
and it is worthy of regard, that the whole pro-
ceeds from the difpofition of the people, for the
public police never has occafion to intérfere in
thefe places. I am compelled to own, however,’
: that
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that having paffed three winters in Philadélphia-,
I have perceived a gradual change taking place
“1n this refpeét, and alfo ih the tranquinity that
formerly reigned at night in the ftreéts. In 1704,
it ‘'was uncommon to éncountér any body- at
night, and {till more to hear any noife after eles
ven o'clock. The noife in the firects contitues
now till @ much hter hour.  Philadelphia is, in
deed, departing very widely from fimplicity of
manners. : >

This city, beingat a great diftance from the
{ea, 13 ill provided with fith. Rock Jifh, which is
a long fith with very white flefh; and does not
refemble any fith of Europe that I know, is the
only one that is to be found throughout the year
at Philadelphia. The epicures, however, caufe a
variety of fith to be brought from New York.

The rent of the thops in the market-place is
one of the revenues of the city, ‘and produces
about eight thoufand dollars. ~ The other re-
venues of the city are—=a tax upon taverns, a tax
upon quays, and a tax on property of the fame
kind as that laid in the counties.

The amount of thefe taxes varies with cir-
cumftances; the principal fource of their ‘in-
creafe s ‘the ‘conftruéion of *public buildings.
The ‘taxes of the city of Philadelphia in 1790,
amountcd to ﬁxtcen thoufand eight hundred dol-

Hz2 lars s
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lars ; in 1793, to twenty thoufand threc hundred
and thisty-twe dollars; in 1704, to twenty-nine
thoufand five hundred dollars; in 1795, to twenty-
eight thoufand fix hundred dollars. They were
lefs.in 1796 andin 3797 ; but [ do not know the
exa& amount of thefe years.

Some judgment may be formed of the im-
menfe incredfe of wealth in Philadelphia by the
rapid increafe of the computed value of articles
fubject to taxation. In 1790, it amounted to
ninety-eight million fix hundred and feventy-
four thoufand and fixty dollars ; and in 1795, to
one hundred million five hundred and tharty
thoufand feven hundred and thirteen dollars. In
1797, it exceeded that computation by more
than two millions of dollars ;—the computation
being throughout made upon the fame principles.
The quantity of articles fubjeét to taxation in-
creafing rapidly in this city, as it alfo does
throughout the whole ftate, and the expences of
the city continually decreafing, becaufe they have
been heretofore greatly augmented by the con-
ftruétion of public edifices, bridges, &c. the im-
pofts, already low, muft neceffarily decreafe.

There i1s no city of the United States where
articles of confumption are to be found in fuch
great abundance as at Philadelphia, even to almoft
all articles of luxury, Many fhops arc as well

{urnifhed
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furnithed as thofe of Paris or London. The
tradefmen are polite and obliging; and not at all
prefling for their money, when they are ‘affured
of the folvency of theiwr cuftomers; at leaft I have
found it fo. The workmen are expert; but, as
they can earn a great deal, they do not- labour
with the fame conftancy as workmen in Eu=
rope, and frequently make a purchafer wait long
for the execution of an order. Every thing
in America, more particularly at Philadelphia, is
much dearer than in Europe. A workman, hired
by the day, receives a dollar-per day, befides his
poard ; the wages of ordinary domeftics, who are
for the moft part negrocs, are from ten to twelve
dollars per month, befides board and wathing. A
female fervant, of the moft ordinary kind, has
a dollar per weck. Board is from eight to twelve
dollars per week, without wine, fire, or candles.
The rent of the fmalleft houfe, in a remote part
of the city, 1s three hundred: dollars per annum ;
the rent of large houfes, in good fituations, is
from two thoufand five hundred to three théu-=
fand dollars. Beef cofts from ten to thirteemn
pence per pound ; and a couple of fowls often
more than a dollar. Other'things are;in the fame
proportion. The value of the ground in Phila=
delphia differs aceording o its fituation ; it - is
fold by the feet in frorit; according to its-depthy

Hs A piece
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A ‘piece of ground of one hundred and fift} feet
depth, in the moft frequented part of the city,
brings from one hundred and eighty ~dollars ‘to
¢wo hundred and fixty per foot. At the end
of ftreets not compleated, they atk .only from
twenty-four to thirty dollars per foot; and ‘be-
tween thefe extreme fituations the medium price
is from one hundred to one hundred and twenty
dollars.

Of the lands in the vicinity of Philadelphia,
thofe in the plain are fandy and ftenl, the hills
near the Schuylkill are fandy and full of {tones,
although a little fironger. ~ But the badnefs of
the lands does not prevent their felling for a high
price, as they are almoft entirely engrofled for
.eountry houfes by the wealthy inhabitants of the
city. Their price 15 from 611_.0, hundred and fifty
to one thoufand two hundred dollars per acre,
including the buildings, according to their fitua-
tion and other circumiftances. To the fouth of
the city the land, lying between ‘the Delaware
and the Schuylkill, having been formerly covered
with water, is a fine foil from twenty to twenty-
five feet in depth, but always very wet. It pro-
duces @ natural grafs of the beft quality in  great
abundance, being enriched by the mud left from
the dvcrﬂdwiﬁg' of the rivers; and might be greatly
improved by being drained, but this is' notdone
o ot ' * for
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for-the want of hands. It is feldom that eftates
arc to be fold in the neighbourhood of Philadel-
phia, the proprictors being tempted to keep them
in their hands by their con{tant encreafe in value;
and they arc very rarely let to tenants for more
than a year or two years. - The grafs-lands are
gencrally ufed to fatten oxen ; their-rent 1s from
twenty-four to twenty-eight dollars per -acre.
I.ands that bear Indian corn, graim, and-potatoes,
are let at the fame price.

, :

MANNERS OF THE PEOPLE OF PHILADELPHIA.

Philadelphia is univerfally accufed of poflefl-
ing lefs hofpitality than any other city in the
United Statcs; and it may be allowed to deferve
this reproach. = The excufe of the mhabitants 1s,
the great concourfe there is always here of {tran-
gers, who would too greatly occupy the. time of
their hofts if teo much encouragement were given
to vifits.  The true reafon 1s, the inceflant atten-
tion that is paid in Philadelphia, more than mn
any other part of the world, to the accumula-
tion of wealth; which paffien 1s not dimiifthed
even by the poflcfion of the greateft fortune.
To mend his circamftances is the predominant
‘idea of every manin this country. This mer-
cantile notion, of neceflity, confines within' him-
{elf the man whom it influences; and gives him;

H 4 no

R R RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRDRTZRR=



104 TRAVELS THROUGH

no time nor: tafte for the pleafures of fociety,
What is juftly called fociety does not exift in this
city.  The vanity of wealth is common enough,
The rich man loves to thew the ftranger his
fplendid furniture, hisfine Englith glafs, and ex-
quifite china. - But when the ftranger has once
viewed the parade in a ceremonious dinner, he
is difmifled for fome other new-comer, who hag
nat yet feen the magnificence of the houfe nor
tafted the old Madeira that has been twice or
thrice to the Eaft Indics. And then, a new face
is -always more welcome than an old one to him
who has little to fay to either,

The real ftate of focicty at Philadelphia is in-
eluded in invitations to great dinners, and tea
to all who atrive fram Europe—Englith, French,
inhabitants of every country, men of every clafs
and of every kind of charaéter, philofophers,
priefts, literati, princes, dentifts, wits, and idiots.
And the next day the idolized ftranger 1s not
known in the firect, except he be wealthy, efpe-
cially ‘in money ; when, indeed, the politenefs
of the citizens of Philadelphia continues to exift
as long as the {tranger can purchafe eftates, and
even beyond that term, for the homage paid ta
wealth is a worfhip in which all fe@s unita:

To the'ordinary defe@s of fociety in Philadels
phia; is to be added the intempgrapee of politics.

B
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The Englifh influence prevails inthe firft circles;
and prevails with great intolerance,

Perfons of wealth here, who carefled the agents
of Robefpierre, when that monfter extirpated all
the worth his power could reach, are the avowed
enemies of France, now that her government in-
clines to mildnefs and -humanity. It is not to be
denied that the American commerce has fuffered
greatly from French privateers; and we cannot
therefore be furprized, either at the ill humour
of the merchants of Philadelphia, or their mode
of exprefling it.

Having given this {ketch of the temper of the
people of Philadelphia, I am compelled to fay,
however correét it may ‘be; that many families
are to be found who form exceptions, and are
neither tainted with the gencral vices of this
place, nor inflameff with the prefent fpirit of
party. What I have faid is without ill will, L
have no perfonal complaint: to make.  But I
fpeak without referve: for why fhould I wrnte,
if it were not to commuricate truth ?

Before all thofe to whom I feel myfelf indebted
for their kindnefs, I have to place the family of
Cuew.  Bexsamin Caew, the head of this
refpectable family, who is a man in years, unites
to an underftanding, naturally penctrating and

lively, great information, an amiable temper, a
noble
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noble generoﬁty, and the fimpleft of manners,
His large family is univerfally efteemed ; and in
no quarter of the world 1s there any one more
eftimable. 1 was received by him as a brother;
and my heart is filled with fentiments of efteem,
gratitude, and love for him, that will go with
me tc'the grave; -and I hope he will pardon my
exprefiion of thofe fentiments in this place.

To name every one from whom I have re-
ceived offices of kindnefs would be to trefpafs
too much on'my reader; and I muift be fatisfied
with indulging myfelf with a remembrance of
their friendfhip.

Notwithftanding the defedtive ftate of fociety
i Philadelphia, this city 1s perhaps the moft
agreeable . of the United States for a foreigner.
The refidence of the members of Congrefs will
cnable him to gather information on the different
parts of this interefting country; and, in fa&, to
travel through its different ftates with great ad-
vantage to his enquiries. Although:in Philadel-
phia, as throughout America, no-one is fuffie
ciently free from employment to give himfelf
. wholly to letters or: the {ciences, this city con-
tains, more than any other, perfons who cultivate
them; and whofe fociety is extremely interefting
when' thofe fubjeds are difeufled: There 15 a
philofophical fociety here; and a large and valu-

able
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able library.  There is alfo a mufcum which
has an almoft complete colleétion of the mine-
rals and animals of North America. This fine
colle@ion is the property of Mr. Peave. His
intelligence, and indefatigable induftry for twenty
years in the forming this colle¢tion, ‘have fup-
plied the want of means that a more ample for-
tune would have readily furnithed, and entitle
him to aid in his undertaking from thc govern-
ment.

The profufion and luxury of Philadelphia, on
great days, at the tables of the wealthy, in their
equipages, and the drefles of their wives and
daughters, are, as I have obferved, extreme. I
have feen balls on the Prefident’s birth-day where
the fplendor of the rooms, and the variety and
richnefs of the drefles did not fuffer in compari-
fon with Europe ; and it muft be acknowledged,
that the beauty of the American ladies has the
advantage in the comparifon. The young wo-
men of Philadelphia are accomplifhed in differ-
ent degrees, but beauty is gencral with them.
They want the eafe and fafhion of French wo-
men; but the bri]liancy of ‘their complexion is
infinitely fupcriér. Even when they grow old
they are ftill handfome ; and it would be no ex-
aggeration to fay, in the numerous aflfemblics of
})hiladél phiait 1s impoffible to meet With what 18

called
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called a plain woman. As to the young men,
they for the moft part feem to belong to another
fpecies.

Wealth makes all the diftinétion of claffes in
Philadelphia. The great merchants, and the law-
yers who are at the head of their profeffion, hold
the firft rank.  Different claffes very rarely mingle
together. The Quakers live among themiclves,
and in a retired manner. But gay colours pleafe
the young Quaker-ladies ; and are indeed great
encmics of the fe&. The toilette is the fubjed of
much-uneafinefs to the old people, whether prohi~
bited or tolerated by them. But whether prohi-
bited or not, the young and handfome Quaker-
girls will facrifice to the toilette, and call them-
felves Half-quakers ; and, it muft be confefled,
they are the greateft favourites, with our fex.
The young men among the Quakers, who would
make themfelves agreeable to the female deferters,
powder and thape their drefs accordingly ; and
the {fect is continually lofing fome of thofe that
thould be its ‘pillars by the effet of a ribband er
gowi,

Profufion is not confined to the higher ranks.
It fpreads among the fervants ; and even reaches
the negroes.. Both one and the other give their
balls, which are deftitute of the charming fim-
plicity of the fetes of our peafants, Variety of

refreth-
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refrethments, good fuppers, and fine drefles, dif-
tinguith them. A female negro fervant, whofe
wages arc one dollar per weck, will, at thefe
balls, have a drefs that cofts fixty dollars. = They
never go. but n coaches to thefe balls, which
are very frequent. On Sunddys the public-houfes
in the environs of the city are crouded with la-
bourers. and -little fhopkeepers, who frequently
come in a chair, with their whole family, and
will expend from three to four dollars for the
day’s entertainment. It is not to hoard that the
Americans are rapaclous ;3 their improvidence has
ftill all the charaéter of colonifts.

There is a theatre at Philadelphia, in defpight
of the many and vehement  pctitions prefented
againft it by the Quakers and diffenting mini-
fters. It s generally crouded ; not that the aétors
are good, but it is a place where péople can af-
femble and exhibit themfelves. There are from
twenty to twenty-five {tage-coaches, that either
go from or amrive at Philadelphia every day.
They are mean and incommeodious carriages ;
but are light, and travel very quickly. The
horfes are good in Pennfylvania; and there arc
fets belonging to fome of the ftage-coaches that
are not furpaffed by any in Europe.

The inhabitants of Philadelphia, like thofe of
the whole State of Pennfylvania, are a mixture

of
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of all the mations of Europe. The Englifh dre
in the greateft number. The counties of Penns
fylvania, beyond the Sufquehannah, and at &
greater diftance from Philadelphia than the. reft,
are little influenced by the political opinions of
the capital, which, as I have faid, are in favor
of England.

There are a great many new{papers publithed
in Philadelphia ; whence they are {pread through
all the ftate.

Twenty-eight places of worfhip hold the dif-
ferent feéts of Philadelphia. The Quakers have
fix. One of thefe belongs to the Free-quakers; a
body expelled from the reft; for having carried
arms, and accepted offices under the government
of the State, or that of the Union, during the
ftruggle for Independence. This body does not
differ from the fet, except in a relaxzation of
ecclefiaftical difcipline. There is a place of wor-
fhip called the African Church, fet apart for:the
negroes ; who go, notwithftanding, to the other
churches at their pleafure.  The clergyman of
the African church is himfelf a negroe. He fs
joincd to the clergy on all occafions where they

aflemble in a body.

The Quakers have eftablifhed here two chanty: |

fchools for the negroes, where they are taught to

read, write,-and caft accounts. - But' among the |
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wife and beneficent laws of the State of Penndy!-
vania, one-fees with pain thdt no provifion is yet
made for the ecrecting of fchools for the educa-
tion of children at the public: expence, like thofe
of New England. The legiflature, indeed, is en-
gaged on a plan of this nature. = The Quakers,
it is faid, oppofe thefe foundations, becaufe they
have ‘{chools of their own, being unwilling to
mingle their children with the children of other
perfuafions ; and becaufe they would ecither be
compelled to abandon this- policy or maintain
their own {chools at an exclufive expence, while
they would pay a gencral tax to thofe of the
public. = I' cannot fuppefe this oppofition to be
real ; or, if {0, that it can continue long.” The
ftate that feels the 1mportance of  public fchools
will, in the end, gain the victory ; and, no doubt,
the Quakers them{felves will net be backward in
acknowledging the injuftice and mifchievous ef-
fects of their pretenfions.

I cannot conclude what I have to fay of Phi-
ladelphia without obferving;: that here, and al-
moft in every other part- of America through
which Ihave pafled; I have frequently heard the
name, of- M.-de la RocuEFoucavLT pronoun-
ced, 'witha profound veneration for his memory,
and {incere! forrow for his fate. Although he
never vifitéd the United States; he was known

&
as
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as » Frérichman who fhewed the ftrongeft at<
tachment to their independence. - They named
him ‘their ﬁ';end ; and my connection with him
by blood procured me in more than' one tamily

the kindeft and moft diftinguifhed reception.
Having no other paffion than that of doing
good, and poflefling at once the private virtues,
as well as thofe that fit us to ferve the public,
he had a modefty, approaching to a diffidence of
himfelf, that increafed the luftre of all his great
qualities. His mind was noble, and independent;
and he worfhipped liberty long befor¢ her name
was openly pronounced in France. Without
mixture in his views, as without ftain 1n his con=
du&, he is perhaps the only example of an emi-
nent man in the French Revolution whofe cha-
ralter calumny did not impeach. Yet was this
man murdered !—murdered in the prefence of
the tendereft of mothers, and the moft amiable
of wives; by wretches calling themielves patriots,
hired by monfters more deteftable than thofe,
and who alfo called themfelves patriots! France
fhuddered at this crime, when it was commit-
ted; and, even in thofe fatal times, when terror
compelled men to beli.e their confciences, no one
was found to fay, that his death was not a pub-
lic misfortune. I have no doubt, when the re-
prefentatives of the French nation fhall be at
liberty
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liberty to decree the homage of public regret to
the memory of juft citizens that intrigue and
cruelty fnatched from their country, the name
of M. de la Rochefoucault will be among the
firft that will be heard. Suéh a decree will do
honour to the French nation ; and I fhall be par-
doned, I hope, for pouring forth- my foul on this
fubje&. Tobe proud of my necar conne&ion,
by blood, and by the tics of an intimate friend-
{hip, with one of the moft virtuous men of the
age, will not give offence to thofe who know
1

ove virtue,

what 1t 1s to
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JOURNEY

TO
ymTEC

BETHLEHEM, AND IN THE JERSEYS,

-

IN JUNE 1797,

THE ROAD TO GERMANTOWN.

Once more quitted Philadelphia with plea-
fure, the oppreffive and burning heat ren-
dering that city difagreeable at this feafon; and
as the fittings of Congrefs, which had induced
"me to remain there till now, prefented notling
to fatisfy curiofity, I proceeded towards Beth-
lehem. :
On leaving the city, I went a little out of the
way to take leave of my friend Mr. Nick1EN,
a good and worthy Englithman, from whom I
had, during my ftay in America, received many
teftimonies of ‘attention, and who had maried
one of the daughters of the refpectable family of
Cuew, He occupies, during the fummer, one
of the handfomeft C()uritl'y-iba_ts in the enviions
of Philadelphia, built on one of the hills of Schuyl-
kill. This villa, which is called Hill, enjoys one

of
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of the moft dchightful profpects in the world.
Mr. Nicklin purchafed this houfe, and nineteen
acres of ground attached toit, at the price of
twcnty-two thoufand dollars, which price ‘may
give an 1dea of the value of fuch feats in the
neighbourhood of Philadelphia.

The road to Germantown is upon the afcent,
the fummit of the hill on which that little town
15 built being two hundred feet higher than the
bed of the Delaware, although the diftance is
only feven miles. ~ The lands, though not of the
firft quality, are fufficiently produétive ; the vici-
nity to Philadelphia making it eafy to get manure,
while the high price of provifions in that city en-
courages ‘the farmer to lay out fuch expences as
may infure the beft and moft abundant returns.

All the way to Germantown the houfes are
very clofe together, the properties being {o valu-
able as to prevent them from being very exten-
five: there are few of the farms which exceed
two hundred acres. Stone abounds in this dif-
trict, and is found at a very fmall depth; it is
uniformly micacious free ftone. Of this all the
houfes are built. Thefe buildings would not be
reckoned handfome in Europe. They are good
fmall houfes, without elegance and without orna-
ment ; but in point of fize, as well as diftribu~
tion of the apartments, they afford their pro-

2 . prietors
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prietors every: thing that comeés under the dénas
mination of convenience and comfort. Moft of
them are country houfes for the relaxation of the
inhabitants of Philadelphia.

GERMANTOWN.

Germantown is a long willage, near twe miles
and an half in extent. ‘The houfes, to the num=
ber of about three hundred, are all built on the
fide of the highway, and are ereted pretty clofe
to each other. . The lands in all this diftrict coft
from an hundred and fixty to tw« hundred dol-

-

lars the acre in whole farms; fome particular

H

acres, fituated on the road fide, fell for from four
to five hundred dollars. I was even told that it
is pot eafy to procure it at that price ; -and I wag
fhewn a ficld of a dozen of acres, the proprietor
of which eftimates it at eight hundred dollars the
acre. The culture of this part of the country is
better attendcd to, than in thofe parts which are
at a diftance from large towns; but it is far from
being in that ftate of cultivation which it would
ke in Europe, near fo good a market as that of
Philadelphia. They raife a good deal of wheat,
and ftill more Indian-corn, but very little rye or
cats. . All the produce which is not confumed in
the farmer’s family, is carried to the market at
Philadelphia, in confequence of which provifions

‘ : a1e
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4re as déar at Germantown- as in the ¢ity, to
thofe who are obliged to purchafe them. Nay,
they are often even dearer; as the farmers Who
go to Philadelphia, where they are fure of get=
ting quit of all their commodities, frequently re-
fufe to fell any part of them on the road. :Beef,
for example, which is ‘feldom higher at Phila-
delphid” than eleven pence, cofts fifteen pence at
Germantown. Al this country, and for a con-
fiderable way farther, is inhabited principally by
Germans, and defcendants of Germans. The
inhabitants are by, no means intelligent, and they
are particularly averfe to leave their old cuftoms
fora new method ‘which might be better; but
they are induftrious, and their affiduity to labour
countera&s, in fomé meafure, their repugnance
to all improvement. '

They ' manufacture ih their families at Ger=

mantown a great quantity of wollen, cotton, and

g
1
thread ftockings, which the farmers carry to mar-
ket at Philadelphia with their proviﬁons, and
which are reckoned very durable. There are alfo
fome tan-works at Germantown. ' We find here
a Lutheran and a Prefbyterian church, befides a
third for the Quakers; an academy, and two
othe# fchools of confiderable repute.
I ftopped at the houfe of my excellent and re-
fpeded friend Mr. Chew, This houfe 15 cele-
; 13 brated

B
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brated as an important fcene of aion in the
battle of Germantown in 1777. Two hundred
Englith of the advance-guard of the army, re-
pulfed by the Americans, were inclofed in this
place; and refifted the efforts of General Wath-
ington, who endeavoured to get the better of
them with the affiftence of his artillery, and who,
after the lofs of four or five hundred men killed
or wounded, was obliged to retreat, not being
able to follow up the advantage which his right
had obtained, in penetrating to the middle of
this village. General Wathington was blamed
at the time for perfifting fo much in carrying this
houfe, which did not contain fuch a number of
Englifh as could at all have difconcerted him had
he left it behind, and which would have fallen
into his hands without a blow, had he joined the
troops with which he made this unfuceefsful
attack to thofc who were before him, and fuc-
ceeded in driving the enemy out of the village.
This houfe, entirely built of the country ftone,
bears on its walls marks of the American can-
non balls and muiket bullets, a great number of
which had penetrated into the chambers by the
windows. Thefe bullets and balls are ftill ftick-
ing in the partitions, the holes which contain
them being only covered with plafter. Mr, Chew
was as at that time proprictor of this houfe,

which
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which was built by him. He fold it in 1770,
with forty acres of land belonging to it, for about
aine thoufand dotlars, and laft fpring he repurs
chafed it, at the price of twenty-five thoufdnd
dollars, without any improvement having been
made on it. Labourers receive, in the environs
of Germantown, 4 dollar a day of wages, daring
hay-making and harvett. The women employed
to turn the hay are paid half a dollar a day, all
befides their diet, which is equal to half a dollar
more. This diet confifts of coftee or chocolate,
with ham to breakfaft; freth meat and vege-
tables to dinner; tea and ham for fupper, and a
pint of rum during the day. This is the man-
ner in which labourers are fed in America; and
if this diet appear expenfive to thofe who employ
them, if this expence prevent them from being
able to employ a great number, it is gratifying to
{ee how well a clafs of men, reckoned the loweft
in Europe, is treated in this country, the only
one where a man, whatever be his profeffion, 18
treated with refpect; where all ranks are confi-
dered as men. We may be told, that were our
European labourers fed with coffee and frefh
meat, they would not work better, or be better
gontent. It is, in the firft place, not true, that
they would not work better and be moré happy,
if they were better fed ; and it is flill more cer-

14 tain,
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tain, that were they treated with more refped,
and more attention, they would confider them-
felves lefs debafed, they would: become better,
they would feel with pride that they were a more
noble branch of fociety, and confequently would
be more interefted in its prefervation. ILet us
hope. that the French revolution may, in this re-
{pect, operate a happy change in the lot of the
laborious clafs of mankind. Without this, liberty
would be only a word without meaning, a pre-
text for diforder.

A cord of oak wood cofts fix, and a cord of
hickor_y from eight to ten dollars, at German-
town. Thus the lands covered with wood,
which in the more diftant parts are of much
lefs value than other grounds, are here the moft
valuable. The wood from hence is carried to
Philadelphia principally in the winter time; the
river not bcing navigable, it could not be con-
veyed by it.

ROAD TO CLEMENT’s T AVERN.—SPRINGHOUSE.

Germantown is in the county of Philadelphia,
which the Bethlehem road does not get out of
till five or fix miles farther on, at Chefnut-hill,
a_pretty village, where there are eftablithed a

h

number. of butchers, who carry to the market at
Philadelphia the beef which they kill, and alfo

fi upply

e
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{upply the neighbourhood.. A little beyond Chef-
nut-hill ,we enter Montgomery - county. " The
road, all the way to Clement’s Tavern, is a fuc-
ceflion of little hills and valleys, more or lefs ex-
tenfive, all in a good ftate of  cultivation. The
lands at Springhoufe ‘are, worth from forty to
forty-five dollars the acre; the labourers receive
here .one or two fhillings lefs than at German-
town. The country abounds /in oak; and the
great confumption of wood in lime-kilns keeps
always up the price of.a. cord: of oak to three
dollars, and of hickory to five; although the lands
under culture are here lefs in proportion to the
wood-lands than near Philadelphia. Springhoufe
1s diftant from thence eighteen miles.

Stone becoming lefs abundant, and every whiere
deeper in. the earth, after. leaving Springhoufc,

P

houfes of ftone are lefs namerous, .and thofe of

wood confequently more common. The coun-
= 3 2

try to Clement’s Tavern continues to be of the

{fame defcription.  This tavern, feven miles from

k’s counties.

Sprmdhoufc, is fituated exa@ly on -the' bound:

ries of Montgomery and Buc
lands here-fell for from thirty-two to fixty dollars

the .acre. Labourers’ wages are the {ame a8’ at
a . o i
Springhoufe. - Farm horfes coft from a hundred

to a hundred and twenty dollars ;- catile eighty

O
e

dollars the pair; cows thirty dollars. - As there
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is no oak in this neighbourhood, although the
woods are ftill more numerous than at Spring-
houfe, the cord of hickory cofts here only four
dollars. The country is all along peopled in a
great meafure with German and Dutch families.
CreMexTs is of Dutch defcent. His grandfa-
ther, who was a rich merchant, engaged in the
Eaft India trade, came to America in 1707.
The lofs of feveral veflels having ruined his for-
tune, he collected the wreck of it to carry to
Pennfylvania. His grandfon, the tavern-keeper,
is one of the beft men 1 have met with. He
fhews, with a kind of fatisfaction, an old andiron,
which his grandfather brought from Holland,
and which, a hundred years before that time,
had made part of the furniture of his father's
houfe. Clements fees in this old piece of furni
ture, which is difplayed in his kitchen, a family
monunient, which makes him trace two hundred
years of his genealogy, and in dilating upon that
he exhibits a confiderable fire, quite the reverfe
of his amiable fimplicity.

QUAKERSTOWN, AND THE ROAD TO BETHLEHEM.

The country becomes more mountainous as we
proceed on from Clement's houfe ; the valleys
confequently are extenfive, and we find no longer
granite but free-ftone, at leaft in the courfe of

twenty

e
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twenty miles. The country is mofily covered
with wood, although in feveral places the houfes
are pretty clofe, and the lands well cultivated.

Quakerftown 1s a fmall village, the chief place
of a fettlement of Quakers fpread through the
townthips of Upper and Lower Milford. Thefe
townfhips were given to the Quakers about eighty
years ago by Wilham Penn. All the inhabitants,
however, are not Quakers ; feveral of the fami-
lies which were firft fettled having quitted it,
and been fucceeded by others: “The number of
thefe at prefent is about three hundred; and a
number of other families alfb people the two
townthips, which are inhabited and well ¢ulti-
vated.

If one may judge by the converfiton of the
Quaker who keeps the tavern where I ftopped,
the religion of that fec is the article which leaft
occupies the Quakers eftablifhed in this town-
thip. ~Their farm is the conftant obje&t of their
thought.

They are faid to be very good farmers.  They
lay out the greateft part of their grounds in mea~
dow, and they carry their butter, cheefe, calves,
poultry, and the articles manufactured in their
families, fuch as ftockings, linen, &¢. to Phila-
delphia, near forty miles diftant. The frequency
of their journies to Philadelphia is regulated by

the
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the extent of their farms, and the confequent
quantity of their provifions.

Some of them 2o only once a ﬁ)rfnight, others
every ten days; others, again, once a week ; and
there is one individual who goes every market-
day, that is twice a week. The quantity of pro-
vifions ‘they carry alfo determines the manner of
carriage, namely, whether on horfeback, in a cart
with two horfes, or in a waggon with four horfes.
They fet out on the evening, to reach Philadel-
phia by break of day, and return when they have
fold all their goods; which they never fail to do,
even if they are obliged to lower their price as
the day advances. Their horfes ftand unyoked
near the carts all the market time, the oats with
which they feed them being brought from the
farm with the provifions. This is the practice
of all the farmers from Germantown to Quakerf-
town, and confiderably farther. = They reckon
that one cow yields five pounds of butter a week,
that 1s to fay, to carry to market; for they only’
fell what 1s over the confumption of their own
families, and none of them deny themfelves either
butter, milk, cream, or fowls. I met on the
road fome girls of eighteen on horfeback, tra-
velling to Philadelphia, and carrying forty pounds
weight of butter, with fomeé cheefe and poultry.
Some of them travel alone; and:their youth.and

| beauty,

| __ |
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beauty, for the greater part of them are very
pretty, gives them no difturbance in a journey fo
long, {o often repeated, and the greateft part of
which is made ‘in the night time: no perfon
thinks of injuring them. This particular of Ame-
rican morals is truly admirable.

The lands about Quakerftown ar¢ worth from
thirty-two to fixty dollars; the wages of ‘the
labourers the fame as at Clement’s Tavern. The
culture of grain is here the {fame as elfewhere
in America, a good deal of maize, corn, and
rye ; but the lands arc either not at all or very
badly manured : the dung is laid upon the grafs
grounds. From Quakerftown to Bethlchem the
country 1s fill more mountainous; we meet how-
ever frequently with extremely fertile valleys.
Moft of the houfes are built of ftone; a good
many of them, however, are conftruéted of {quare
beams of wood, and the interftices filled up with
ftone. The barns are large, and moftly of wood.

All this country, from Philadelphia to within
a mile of Wilk{barre, formed part of the firft
purchafe made  from  the Indians by William
Penn, and has been long cultivated and mmhabited.
We fee here few of thofe trunks of trees which
remain often under foot fo long after the com-
mencement of the operation of grubbing, and

the




126 TRAVELS THROUGH

the country is almoft throughout as much clear-
ed of wood as the generality of Europe.

The mountains known under the name of the
Lehigh Mountains, are, properly fpeaking, the firf
chain which we meet from Philadelphia, the pre-
ceding ones being rather detached hills than
mountains. This chain, which croffes the Suf-
quehannah near Harrifburg, lofes its name at the
Delaware ncar Eafton, and continues through
Jerfey under another name.  On the other fide
of that mountain ftands Bcthlehem, built on the
conflux of the river Lehigh, which falls into the
Delaware near Eafton, and of the creck Mano-
kify, which falls immediatély at Bethlehem into
the river Lehigh.

BETHLEHEM.—DETAILS RESPECTING THE MORA-
VIANS.

Bethlehem is inhabited by the Moravian bre-
thren. It is the firft and moft confiderable of
their fettlements in America, and has thence ac-
quired much celebrity. I have read in books of
travels fo many different recitals refpecting the
internal government of their fociety, their com-
munity of goods, their children bemng even taken
away from the authority and fuperintendance of
their parents, as belonging to the fociety at large,

and
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and refpecing feveral other points of their govern-
ment, that I was defirous to judge myfelf of the
truth of thefe affertions; and I have found at
Bethlehem frefh reafon not to credit, without
proof, the recitals of travellers. This indifputable
truth is, however, rather delicate, to be avowed
by one who is writing travels.

I fhall not go back to the origin of the Mora-
vians, which their hiftorians fix at the year 1424;
to their perfecution in Europe ; to the almoft total
diffolution of their fociety at the commencement
of the feventeenth century ; nor to their reunion
in 1722, under the aufpices of Count ZINzEgN-~
poRFF, [ fhall fay nothing of their doétrines;
all thefe fadts are unconnected with their tempo-
ral government at Bethlehem, which 1s the only
point I withed to know, and which I think is at
this time interefting.

In 1740, the Count Zinzendorff purchafed
from Mr. ArLLan, who held it of Willam Penn,
the diftri now called Bethlehem, with the view
of there forming an eftablithment for the fociety
of the Moravians. Although fome trees were
cut down in 1741, it was not till 1742 that the
{cttlement was begun. = One hundred and forty
Moravian brethren and fifters arrived from Ger-
many, and fettled there. Thefe families were
poor, had no other dependence than their labour,

and

—
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and every thing was to be done to form a fettle=
- . N -~ . , .

ment in this defert. They lived then ‘in one

general comrhunity, ‘contrary to the rules and

o
1

ufage of their fociety, but only from the neceffity
of circumftances, which would have rendered the
general progrefs of their fociety more flow, and
the fituation of the individual families more in~
convenient, if their labours and productions had
been divided. - This deviation from the conftitu-
tion® of the Unity (for thus they call their whole
fociety) was prefcribed by the {ynod, which makes
and alters the laws of all the Moravian people.
Thus, under the order of the chiefs of thé con-
gregation eftablithed at Bethlehem, they cleared
the woods, made roads, and cultivated the lands;
the women fpan, wove, made their cloaths, and
prepared their vi&uals. One fingle will animated
the whole, and the product of each individual’s
labour ferved indifcriminatdy to the fuppost of
the whole brother. and fifterhood. The fathets
and mothers being conftantly employed in ' la-
bour, could not, without inconvenience to the
community, give their attentions to their children.
The focicty therefore appointed fome of the fif-
ters to take care of the whole; the authority,
however, and the fuperintendance of the parents,
was neither taken away nor diminithed. At that
time cven, notwithftanding their community of

goods,
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goods, the brethren who' reccived any money
from their families or friends had ‘the free dif-
pofal of it. ' If any of them vefted their property
in the common ftock it was voluntarily, and
the effe& of a zeal and difintereftednef(s of which
there were ‘but few examples.” The>brethren
poflefled of any private property, had frequently
their children with’ them; they clothed the

better ; and theé caré which they took of them in
infancy, a charge confidered a-relief to the fo-
ciety, wasa proof that at Bethlehem the children
were not, ds has been alleged, the property of
the community; and that it was no part of the
inftitution to make the members tenounce  all
private property. In proportion as the fettle-
ment advanced, and their labour became lefs ur-
gent, ‘the fociety of Bethlehem faw the' incon-
veniences attending a community of labour, pro-
duce, and enjoyment. The paflions, the vices,
and the virtues of man, have every where nearly
the fame chara&er. The a&ive brethren killed
themfelves with work, while the idle took little
trouble. Thofe who refleéted difcovered, that
whatever fatigue they endured, their fituation
was nowife ameliorated ; and that induftry, the
indifputable property of every man, afforded them
not a fingle advantage. Refletion then had the
fame effe@ on the induftrious, ‘as their natural

Vor. IV. K difpofition
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difpofition had.on the idle; the ardour for labous
no longer continued ; the fociety did not profper,
and the moft of its members were difcontented.

Thefe joint condiderations induced them,
1762, to change the fj ftem of the community,
The fociety of Bethlehem was now eftablithed
on the rulesof the focicties in Europe, ‘and re-
called to the true condtitution of the fociety at
large; it i1s under this {yftem that it has been re-
gulated fince that cpoch, as well as all the other
Moravian congregations cftablithed clfewhere in
America.

By the prefent ordonnances, the communion
of property is done away in favour of the indi-
viduals ; it only continues as to the government
of the fociety, and it exifts partially. The terri-
torral property, as well as the profits of the
tavern, the ftore, the farm, the faw-mills, oil-
mills, corn-mills, and fulling-mills, the tannmery,
and the dyeing manufa&ory, belong to -the {o-
etety,; which from thefc funds is enabled to pro-
vide for the poor, for the payment of debts, and
of the public taxes. In all other refpeéts every
brother enjoys the abfolute property of whatever
he can earn by his labour, be it what it may,
and of the gifts which he may reccive.

.. The government of the fociety is vefted in the
bifhop, -the minifter, the intendant, and the in-

{pectors,
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pectors, male and female, of the different divi-
fions of the fociety, which are five in number ;—
the young men unmarried ; the unmarried fifters ;
the widows; the married brethren and fifters,
and the fchools. The intendant has the exclufive
adminiftration of the property of the fociety ; but
he muft advife with a committee, compofed of
from eight to ten members, and chofen by the
brethren at large.  In the name of the intendant
they carry on all their tranfa&ions, grant leafes of
houfes and lands, fecurities for borrowed moncy,
difcharges, &c. All the houfes, however, ereéted
in the town of Bethlchem, and the four thoufand
acres bclonging to it, arc not the preperty of the
fociety, nor even the greater part of them; they
belong to brethren, who have built upon land for
which they pay rent to the fociety. The amount
of this rent is two-pence the foot in front, by
twenty feet in depth. The houfe built by the
brother is his abfolute property ; he can leave it
to his wife or his children, in the fame way as
he can his other effeéts, or he can fell it ; only
he cannot convey it but to a brother, who has
obtained from the dire&tory permiffion to pur-
chafe it, with the burthen of ‘the rent attached

to 1t, and which perpetually remains.
The dire@ors having the government of the
fociety, muft admit into their territory thofe only
K2 who

—
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et & A3 !
will not' difturb the fociety. i

4

who they think
the contra@s of leafe made by the intendant;
withi the advice of the committee, to thefe in-
tending 'to build a hot ife, or to thofe who pur-
chafe a houfe, it 1s always ftipulate d, that if th

prnprictor (hall - be defirous of muttmg 1t und
cannot find a Imrumf '+ who may be zw‘rccablc to
the fociety, £ the{ocicty 18 to pure hafe 1t at a prme
declared by a law, which alfo fixes the terms of
p'-\"mmt. Garden ground, or land 1n the ¢oun-
try, 1s let at t {ix fhillings the acre. Befides  the
‘O\f.'_r‘\_ﬂ)..:tt farm d')pxrmlhuul to the benefit of
the: focicty, ~there'are ix or feven fmaller fakms

belonging to it Thefe are let to tenants who

]

=5 £

pay a third part of their produce, and who alfo
pay fix {hillings of rent for their garden groungs!
Thefe tenants are all at prefent Moravians; but
¢his condition is nowife indifpenfible.  Somes
tidacs the farms are let ito other perfons, only the

0

fhciety muft bé fatisficd as to their charac &er and

wour’; and they will not receive as tenants

shofe of whom they have not received a fatis-

and n:z;nt at once clcar two thouﬁmd ﬁ hunq

dred acres, which ftill remain in-wood, if they
A i LN -

would admit ftrangers, or at leaft not referye to

themfelves this choice of thole who offer to take
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their farms; but they are defirous beyond every
thing of preferving what they call good order;
union, and morality ; and to this t they facrifice
the augmentation of their revenues.
The town of Bethlehem is inhabited by be-
tween five and fix hundred perfons, all of the
brother or {ifterhood. They have workmen of
every kind ; but thefe cannot fettle there without
the permiffion of the dire@ors, who fuffer no
workmen of the fame bufine(s, but as far as they
are neceflary for the inhabitants. If more were
to be permitted, they could not live by their
trade;. At the fame time, the price of all kinds
of work is fixed, to prevent the want of rivalfhip
from'putting it in the power of the workmen to
make exorbitant demands ; but the prices of the
country areund regulate thofe of the town.  Be-
yond that the workmen are independent of the
fociety in conducting their bufiness. They pur-
chafe with their money what articles they have
occafion for: they fell them as they think pro-
per; the profits belong to them, without their
accounting to the fociety, or even paying any
tax. The only tax indeed which is levied, and
which is common to all the inhabitants of the
town, 1s for hcwm‘* up the roads, lamps, featsin
the chureh, pumps, and refervoirs.  This tax is
every foiir or five years impofed upon cach fa-
“ K3 mily

—
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mily by name, ac ¢cording to the opinion of thé
committee of his means; but itis fo moderate,
that the families confidered the richeft in the
town do not pay above thirty fhillings or four
dollars a year. This tax is paid every fix months;
and if it happen that, at the end of the year,
the committee find that the money raifed is not
fufficient to cover the expences, they demand
double or treble of the laft payment ; and on the
other hand, they demand nothing, when the ex-
pence 1s not fo great as the tax fixed.

As to the pubm. taxes, which in Pennfylvania,
as I have already repeatedly obferved, are only the
taxes of the county, the fociety pays thefe out of
its funds, Thefe funds proceed from the lands,
and the profits of the referved branches of ma-
nufa&ures or commerce. Each of the brethren
put at the head of thefe different eftablifhments
receives a falary from the fociety, to which he
pays in the profits, after the expence of his own
and family’s living and cloathing. The com-
mittec requires no detailed account of his ma=
nagement : he has received fo much money—
there remains {0 much in his hands, Such is the
account given in by the tavern-keeper, the far-
mer, the miller, the ftore-keeper, &c. When
the direCtors are told of the pofiibility of fuch
perfons cheating the focicty, they will not ad-

mit
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mit it; becaufe, fay they, all their chara@ers are
known tous; their actions are {o public, that if
they were difhoneft they could not be fo long
without being difcovered, and they would then
be difmiiled. They confider that unlimited con-
fidence as benevolence, brotherly charnity, &ec.
They add to the defence of this motive—that
a man narrowly watched 1s more excufable in
robbing, than one in whom confidence is placed ;
and they affirm, that they never have had rea-
fon to repent of this rule of confidence. It ap-
pears, however, that their different branches
bring them in very little. The focicty does not
draw a dollar an acre free from their farms. The
ftore, extremely well fupplied, which fells a great
deal in the neighbourhood, does not produce an-
nually above eight hundred dollars.  The tavern,
although it has a great deal of cuftom, does not
clear more than fourfcore dollars; and the fame
is the cafe with refped to all the other branches
in their hands. Induftry is naturally flackened,
when it i1s not excited by intereft. The whole
of the revenues of the fociety of Bethlehem does
not amount to eight thoufand dollars a year
upon an average, and their expences are nearly
‘«:qual to that income. In the firft place, they
have to pay to the direétion of the Unity refident
in  America, one-fixteenth part of their reve-
K 4 nues,
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nues, to contribute to- the expences of the mif-
fionarics employed by the Unity among the Ins
dians of Worth America, and a penfion to them
when fuperannuated. . Five other fixteenths pay
the intereft of the fums borrowed for the pur-
chafe of lands and improvements; finally, their
falaries are to be 'paid. The fociety accounts
to a' general college, which tranfacts the bufi-
nefs of the Unity, the necat fums remaining, ats
terpayment of all expences; and the college have
the power of determining what part of it fhall be
fent to them, in order to contribute to the raif
ing of a fund of feventy-two thoufand ‘dollars,
which the Unity has granted to the three daugh-
ters of Count zf!n/cnamu, and of which they pay
the ‘intereft, until they fhall be able to difcharge
the principal to them or their defcendants.

‘T'hat part of the revenues of the particular {o-
cieties fent to the general college, 1s alfo meant
to contribute to the other general cxpences of
the Unity. The collc é\c has power to call for
what portion of the revenue they think proper,
but they never dcmand above a {mall part, be-
caufe the particular {ocieties have each of them
debts, which it is nec eflary for them to liquidate;;
befides, thefe focicties, and particularly that of
Bethlehem, fettle in mortmain fome part of their
revenucs every year, It likewife fometimes hap-

PCHS,‘




e

THE UNITED STATES, CANADA, &c. 137

pens, that the revenues of the year are not equal
to the neceflary expenditurc ; in which cafe the
intendant is authorifed by the committee to make
a loan. A great part of the fum borrowed is
lent by the brethren, who, receive intereft gene-
rally at the rate of five per cent, and are repaid
their principal at any time upon {ix months
previous demand. The focicty’s treafurer is
therefore at the fame time the bank of the bre-
thren, but who may place their money other-
wife at their pleafure. Sometimes the inten-
dant borrows from ftrangers: in that cafc he 18
obliged to pay the legal intereft of the f{tate,
which in Pennfylvania 1s {ix per cent.

Before going farther into this account of the
eftablifhment of Bethlehem, it may be neceflary
to explain the nature of the gencral college, the
fynod, and the general directory of the Mora-
vians, of which I have occafion to {pcak.

The fociety of the Moravians 13 an oligarchi-
cal republic,  Each of the eftablifhments in Eu-
rope and America names one or more deputics
to the fynod, fuch deputy or deputies being eleét-
ed by the brethren at large. The particular di-
retory of each fociety is alfo entitled to appoint
one deputy. The great expence of travelling,
which is defrayed by the focictics who fend the
deputies, induces the directories of the American

: ’ {ocieties

—
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focieties to dele gate their powers to thofe namcd

by the brethrén. The mﬁ:up\- are entitled, if
they think proper, to attend the fynod, mde-
pendent ‘of the other deputics of Jle fociety to
which they belong.  In the fynod, when aflem-
bled, is vefted the fovereignty.  They alone have
a right to altér the regulations, as well {piritual
as temporal; they confirm or annul the appoint-
ment of the principal officers made during their
recefs ; and finally, they receive the accounts of
all the general concerns, and decide thereon ul-
timately ;—they are convened cvery feven years
and remain affembled for two or three months;
they name a college, compofed of thirteen mem-
bers, who, during their recefs, manage the ge-
neral affairs of the Unity, appoint the principal
officers, dire@& the miffions, regulate the affaiss,
intereft, difcipline, &c. The fittings of the col-
lege are held ‘a league from: Hernutt in Uppcr
Lufatia ; their functions continue during the re-
cefs of the fynod. On the meeting of the fy-
nod their powers ceafe, and they are re-eftablifh=
ed by the fynod at the end of their {effion, either
from among the former members, or new ones
are appointed, according to the will of the fynod.
As to the gcncral direGory of America, theit
fun&tions are to watch over the interefts of the
Unity in No th America, and particularly to di-
re&
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ret the miffions in that part of the world. It
is compofed of two agents of the general college,
fent to fuperintend the management of the pro-
perty belonging to the Unity, fuch as certain
farms or traé&s of land in different parts of Ame-
rica, and particularly the fifteen thoufand acres
granted by the United States, beyond the Ohio,
on the Mufkingum, to the Moravian miffiona-
ries. The bithops of America, the preacher of
Nazareth, and the minifter of Bethlehem, are
alfo members. The dire¢tory names to certain
fun&ions in the American congregations, which
urgency requires to be filled up before the gene-
ral college can be confulted; as the mtendant,
the bithop, the miniiters, &c. Except this, the
diretory has no authority as a body.over the af-
fairs of the focieties, which, as I have mentioned
above, have cach its direCtory and committee,
The bithop ordains the bithops, preachers, and
priefts ; thefe laft may alfo be ordained by each
other. . The bifhops have very inconfiderable fa-
laries, as may be judged from the bithop of
Bethlehem, Mr, ErxuerM, a man of fouricore,
who has no other domeiftic fervant than his own
daughter, and who I found baking cakes, which
he fells to increafe his living. His falary 1s
two hundred and thirty dollars, befides being fup-
plied with wood and lodging. The higheft fala-

ries
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ries paid by the Unity do'not exceed three hun-
dred :dollars.

I have already mentioned, that the Bethlehem
fociety 1s cimded into five departments, each un-
der the direGtion.of an infpector or infpeétrefs;
.and in this office we find the temporal adminis
{tration of the fociety 1n' fome degree mixed
with its difcipline. - The unmarried brethren live
together in a feparate houfe, thatis, they eat and
fleep there, but they do not work there, if they
can find work elfewhere. Moft of them are ap-
prentices or journcymen in the fhops of the fo-
ciety, or to the artificers in the town. . The mo-
ney which they carn is their own, only they muft
pay for their board, and for keeping up the
building where they lodge, as well as their por-
tion of the tax impofed upon that houfe for the
public expences of the town. All thefe ex-
pences, including their cloathing, may amount at
prefent to forty-five dollars, while their earnings
may be from a hundred to a hundred and ten
Thofe who, for want of work out of doors, are
employed m the houfe, are paid for their labour
by the mfpe&or, who employs them, the amount
of their board, and their other contributions to
the common expences being firft deduéted; Thus
the brethren of this houi(, coft the fociety no-
tmng The fame 1s the cafe with regard to the

unmarried
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unmarried fifters, {6me of whom are employed in
the | houfes of the town as fervants and cook-
maids:: Thefe have their board and lodging in
the families where they ‘are employed, and pay
to the houfe four or five dollars a year towards
the common expences. ‘This contribution pre-
ferves to them the right of entering into that
houfe 'when they pleafe:  The greater part of
them, however,  arc employed in the houfe in
fewing and embroidery ; they are paid for their
work by the infpeétrefs, who fells 1t for the be-
nefit of the houfe. The profit of thefe works
contrtbutes to maintain the poor, who are not
e gl
ceive for their work from the infperefs, pay

numerous. LThe girls, from the price they re-

their board and their portion of the charges of the
houfe, which amounts to the dame fum as that
paid by the brethren. = Thus this department is
no longer an expence upon the focicty; on the
contrary, it relieves the fociety from the mainte-
nance of a great part, and often the whole of
the poor. ' The unmarried fifters tic their flat
bonnets under their chin with a red ribbon; the
married. women tie theirs with a blue, and the
widows theirs with 'a white ribbon.

It 1s not however compulfory, ‘upon cither the
young men or women, to refide in thefe common
houfes; their relations' may take the entire dif-

pofak
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pofal of them—keep them at home, or fend them
to other fchools, as they thimk proper. - The bre-
thren of eafy fortunes, for example, feldom fend
their daughters to the fifters houde ; and there are
alfo fifters at the houfe of Bethlehem who belong
to Moravian families not refident in the town, and
who often come from very diftant parts.

As to the widows houfe, it 1s fupported by the
fociety ; and all the work they can do goes to the
benefit of the houfe, when it is not fuffictent to
defray their expences.

There has, for about fiftcen years, been infti-
tuted among the Moravian brethren a fort of vo-
luntary fociety m favour of widows. The mem-
bers contribute each fifteen or twenty pounds, or
from forty to. fifty dollars. The intereft of that
fum 1s fettled upon the widows of the contribu-
tors, and betters their living if they refide in the
widows houfe, eor is paid to them to aflift their
own houfe-keeping, if they live by themfelves.
This fociety is not confined to Bethlehem. - The
brethren of any -of the eftablithments in America
may become members ; and the capital bcmg de-
pofited at Bethlehem, the intereft is paid at the
refpective places of refidence of the widows of the
contributors. This fociety has alfo its particular
regulations; one, for example, by which a bro-
ther in a dangerous ftate of health cannot be ad-
mitted to fubfcribe.

The
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The {chools are under.the dire&ion of ‘an in-
fpector and infpectrefs.  There is an academy
f;)r the reception of young ladics from other parts,
who receive there the ufual education of females,
even mufic. The dgm’ughtcrs of the brethren are
likewife received there.  This eftablithment fup-
ports itfelf 1n refpect to its private expences, the
keeping up the buildings, and the contribution to
the public charges. : The board is forty-five dollars
a year, and fix dollars more for fuch of them as
are taught mufic. The daughters of ‘the fociety
may be fent to this {chool, but their board muft
be paid by their relations.  The fociety pays for
the daughters of thofe who reccive a falary from
them, and alfo for the children of the poor. The
daughters of the brethren not being boarders, the
Cxpcn-cc of their education is lefs.  There are at
this day fixty-fix of the boarders, who are ftran-
gers, from different parts of the United States
and the Antilles. This academy 1s inygreat repui=
tation. The governefles appear to me to be at-
tentive, and fome of the fcholars have made con
fiderable proficiency in drawing, writing, and em-
broidery, and play tolerably upon the pilano. At
the fame time, as the miftrefles are never chofen
but from among the fifterhood, and as few of
them have had any education other than at this
fchool, it is not to be expected that all of them
can be always of fufficient ability. A new build-

ing,
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dded four ot five years ago to the eftabliths

ing, a
ns of ‘a fum ot

ment, has been ere&ted, by mea
money bottowed for that putpofe, the mtereft of
which is paid by the fechool.

There is alfo, at Bethlehem, ander the direétion
of the minifter, a fmall fchool for boys, where they
are taught merely to read and write; and the firft
rules of arithmetic.

The laft departmert, namely, that of the mar-
ried brethren and fifters, is wholly a department of
difcipline. The married people refide in their own
houfes, and the infpectors and infpectrefles have
fi0 éoncern with them, but to give advice when
their condué has been improper, as friends, as
neighbours, and ‘as divines. They have no far-
ther influence or fuperintendance of their aétions *
or their concerns.

The Moravian is a religious fociety. Religion,
the exa@ maintenance of the creed of their docs
trines, their'worfhip, and their manners and cuf-
toms, which they confider neceffary to the exalt
obfervance of that creed, and which they believe
to be alone'preferibed by the gofpel, is the fole
end of their regulations, their difcipline, and even
their relations in point of temporal intereft
With this religious intention is eftablifhed the
exad fuperintendance of the direGtory of the fo-
ciety over the condu& of its membess, and -the

' care
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s to fettle wnmm them.

care not to allow: {trangers
They are in this refpect monks, but tolcrmm and
mild monks; although feveral articles of their dif-
cipline \\fould be thought feveré; and even ridr-
culous, according to the received ideas in other
countries,

For example, there 1s no commiumcation al-
owed between the young men and women.
When a young man means to marry, he ﬁp‘niﬁes
Lius'with to the nfpector; and mentions t e girl
he 1s ic‘:rum of making his wifc; but to’ whom
he has never J@)ukcn The mfpcttor applies ‘to
the inipe&refs of the girls, who, if the judges that
the chara&er of thc }‘oung woman 1snot 1hcom-
patible with: the character given of the youth by
theinfpector, propofes it to her; the girl may re-
tfufe,: but is not allowed to m;, whom fhe would
prefer.” The parents are confulted; and the di-
rectory give t

heir fanction, or reject: the propofal

of the marriage thus  far advanced, if they think
that the youth will not be able by his 1:100111' to
maintain his wife ani ahi]m‘cn, or if they feein

1

it ‘any other danger hk }\' to accrue to the good
ut

order of the fociety ;~— thefe refufals are rare.
‘The regulation by v,'hich the man 1s not allowed
to converfe with the woman before his ha wWing
atked and obtained her in ma irriage; has, in the
opinion of the Moravians, the advanta ge of pre

Vor. 1V. T . venting ¢
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venting all kind of fedu&ion, and confequently,
fay they, all danger of improper conduct. Mar-
riage Js, according to them, a fpiritual union:
the brethren and fifters being filled with the Holy
Spirit, live more cordially together; their union 18
more dutable, than if it were founded ona choice
of their hearts, which might deceive them. They
even regard the affe@ion which precedes marriage
as a difpofition contrary to the fanctity of mar-
tiage; and they carry this opinion fo far, that
when it happens, which is not without examples,
though they are extremely rare, that a brother
and a fifter had privately a too intimate connec-.
tion, thefe cannot afterwards be married together.
The crime is kept private with the nfpectors and
the dire¢tory. The girl 1s reprimanded, but with
mildnefs ; kept with the reft if the {fecem to re-
pent; and married to another young man, if
atked by any one, but never to her favourite, at
leaft unlefs both of them renounce the fociety.
Marriage takes place, not only between the
youth of the fame fociety, but between thofe of
different Moravian focietics. When a man or a
woman wifhes to marry a perfon of another reli-
gion, they are not prevented, if they perfift in
their refolution, in fpite of the advice of their
3nfpc€t0rs and the direGory, it being the princi-
ple gf'thc Moravian fociety, never to compel any
3 perfons
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perfons to continue in it againft their inclina-
tion; but they are then confidered to belong no
1ongcr to the fociety, and muft quit it. Exam-
ples of this fometimes happen, as the girls, whofe
relatives live at a diftance, have permiffion to vifit
their family, and occafionally meet young men
whom they prefer to the Moravian brethren pro-
pofed to them by their infpeétrefles.

The girls in the houfe of the fifters are not
kept thut up ; they have liberty to go out; but,
as the fociety is fmall, the pra&tice of watching
them is fo univerfal, that all thcir aGions are
known; and the fpirit of the religion in which
they are educated and kept, prevents them from
every a&t, however innocent, which the fociety
confiders irregular—as, for example, to fpeak to
a young man. This fpirit of watchfulnefs and
of religion is alike extended to thofc of the fifters
who are employed as domeftics in families, and
are thus lefs under the immediate and conftant
eye of the infpe@refs ; and this fyftemn extends
towards the young men and women of other re-
ligions, employed in the different eftablifhments
of the fociety. The flighteft converfation with
an unmarried woman is a ground to expel thé
offender from the precinéts of the fociety; and
as this rigid law is known to {trangers before

L 2 Aoy
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they enter into the {ervice, it 1s very rarcly in-
fringed.

The dire@ors informed me, that this law to
prevent all commerce between the unmarried of
the two fexes, originated in the fervour of the
young females, at-the time of the reftoration of
the i"-;cicty in- 1722 ; that they eftablithed i
among themfelves, and it thence became en
effential article of difcipline of the fociety.

The fociety, howerver, is defirous of encourag-
marriage ; and with juftice, if they wifh their

11
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Fcrpc uity, as they would receive little addition
from ftrangers, were they even willing to admut
v faid, their grand

them. But, as I have alread
objeét is to preferve their do&rings, their difci=

pline, and thetr fundamental caftoms, which pre-
fent confiderable obftacles to marnage. A }ouno

man will not marry, w}m does not {fec how he 1

to gam his bread, and maintain his family com-
fortably. ' He can only be an artizan ; and the
number of thefe-is circumicribed 1in Bethlehem,
as well as in all the other Moravian focieties.. The
beft thoemaker, fmith, or other perfon, cannot
fet up in his trade, while the véry confined nums
ber of artifans of the fame bufinefs is-full. ~The

£

fociety have a fufficient quantity of land in woed

to clear, which a number of young people would
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be difpofed to rent; but fiill they would not be
foimmediately, as 1§ withed, under the eye of the
direét Lor) they might perhaps relax in their reli-
gion, in the feverity of manners exaéted ‘as ‘the
means of keeping 1t up, and on thefc grounds the

it follows,

8 1 o 1 g
fociety have refufed them ;- whence

s fréquent, and that

that marriag

there are to be ful‘;nd in th hu;:ﬁb uif the fifters,
unmarried women as far advancc;,‘; 11 life as among

the widows. Thus, 11::.\?_.\&'11'1u'ﬁmzding thc Anmmet

rican fecundity; of which the married fifters have

their thare, the fociety diminithes rather than in:
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The Moravian bre
dowry from the mcicLy on théir imarriage, but
they enjoy the favings which: they may: have
made in a {tate of eelib: ACY. es, every bro-
ther may pofiefs property -out of the precihés ‘of

the fociety. "There is one of them who has {pe-

£

Nandad b g P W
culated largely in land, and is
L v L+t

ral thoufand acres; not only 1 different p:
l’cnm’n'l\a nia, but alfo in the other

ever, this occupation of augmenting
confidered as a kind of re I

Is'not contrary: to any of the atatu

ciety, but: 1t is ‘contrary to theirfpinty they do

wot forbid it, but. it is not approved of by rigid
Moravians. = A Moravian brothér has erefted a

; T
£ed wooden
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wooden bridge over the river Lehigh, built by &
{ubfcription, to which a number of the other bre-
thren have contributed.

I have alrcady obferved, that ftangers may be
received into the Moravian fociety as brethren:
the condition of their admiffion is—that they
{hall live for fome months under the eye of the
{ociety, conformably to its {pinit, do&rines, and
principles ; and finally, their confent to follow
the rules of the fociety is declared by their fig-
nature, Every Moravian brother alfo, upon his
marriage, or fetting up houfckeeping, muft fub-
{cribe to the ftatutes. One of their rules is, that
they fhall not apply to courts of law to {fettle
any difputes among them, whether of a civil or
criminal nature; the committee, which is the
intendant’s council, is the tribunal appointed to
fettle their differences, by way of arbitration,
Their judgment has no force, except as it is given
by the confent of parties, who ftill have it in their
power to appeal to the courts of juﬁicc of the
country ; but their doing {o excludes them from
the fociety. The difputes between the brethren
and ftrangers arc determined by the orﬂinary tri-
bunals, without the fpirit of the fociety being
thereby affeCted. It is the fame with any, dif-
putes which the fociety 1itfelf, as a proprictor,
may have with neighbours, merchants, or others.

As
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As to the practice of worthip, it confifts in
prayers and fermons twice a week, which all the
members of the fociety muft attend, unlefs they
have very good reafons for abfence; and prayers
every morning and v ening, at w hich the young
brethren and fifters affift, the two fexes being
feated in different fides of the church.

The Moravian brethren and fifters are all Ger-
mans, or defcendants of Germans, and thus Ger-
man is the common language at Bethlehem,
many of the inhabitants not {peaking any other.
They have all a fimple, agreeable, and tranquil
mein. The direGors fay that threy are very happy ;
but {o fay alfo the heads of convents in refpect ot
their monks and nuns. 1t would be neceflary to
remain fome time with them to difcover the
truth Nothing fthews itfelf 1a their counte-
nanccs, either of great {atisfadtion or difcontent;
they are cold, flow, and want external expreflion.

The Bethlehem fociety is independent of the
others 1n refpect to matters of intereft and pro-
perty, as the others arc of it; but all are under
the fame fyftem, and all depend alike upon the
general college and the fynod. When the col-
lege wifhes to make a new eftablifhment in. Ame-
rica, they intruft it to the general directory ot
the Unity in America, who communicate the

1.4 matter
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mitter to the different focieties. Thefe lend mig-

ney for the undertaking, and pronof; to the bre-
thren to go and become members of the new
eftablithment. The brethren may. refufe, but

:

they rarcly do; and on thefe if1ons 1t -1s that

ooy
rharriages are'moft numerous. Xn eftablithment
1s at prefent propofed near the river Mufkingum,
beyond the Ohio. In this' manner rwas formed
theeftablithment of Salem.in North Carolina;
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then‘a fimple mimf{
"treg; another near lancafter, in Pennfylvania;
and another, twenty years ago,-inthe county of
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I here conclude this long detail of the f(ecietv
of Bethlehem, I owe my-. ac]

the Bmzm), to the Intendant

oments to

OSTIELD
the poftmafter, aman of fenfe; and much efteems
ed in the fociety; and to Mr. Cuxow, oneof
the members of the gencral dirsf‘tofy of the

a year ago from
Europe to fill this u;fscc, alter being a membes
of the fynod, and for feven years 17:cretary to the
general college. He is an enlightened and fen-

fible man, and one whofe LL“l\Lrluthﬂ du(oscr“
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NAZARETH, CHRISTIAN-BROWN, AND GNADEN
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from Bethlehem, which was cftablifhed fo late as
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1771, and is peopled with about two hundred
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IUCTIUB#, mciuading tace &Clli:?.'iﬂ_\ where the Dre=

thren are inftruéled in ‘arithmetic, drawing, mu-
e

atics, and the French and Enclith

1
f

6 . :
fie, mathen
languages. A confiderable number of pupils
come from other parts to this feminary, which

has fome reputation ; but the mafters appear to

me very indifferent, at leaft in refpect of draw-

mg, mufic, and French, which they cannot fpeak,
and which they appear to be able only to read, but
not to pronounce. They feem to be much infe-
rior to the fifters academy at Bethlehem.  Hence
the ftrangers who come to ftudy here, are not
from ‘the” United ‘States, but moftly from thé
iflands of St. Thomas, St. Croix, and Antigua,
where the Morayian brethren have mififionaries.
The board, includin g the expence of cloathing,
amounts to necar two -hundred dollars a* year.
The brethren-pay for their children, and the dif-
ferent Moravian focieties in America pay for
the young brethren whom they fend, when their
parents cannot afford it; and for thofe whom the
directory confider of diftinguithed talents. In

other
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other refpeds the fyftem of the fociety of Nas
zareth 1s the fame as that of Bethlehem, and all
the othess.

Ncar Nazareth

fociety, coniifting of thirty houfes. Independent

there 1s another little Moravian

of thefe, there are alio a number of Moravians
ipread through among the environs of t Bethlchem:
and Nazareth, as well as in other parts of Ame-
rica; but thefe are only admitted to what they
call the communion, and are not members of
the focicty Wazareth 1s fituated in a beautiful
valley, of greater cxtent than that of Bethlehem
and more pleafant; but the river Lehigh and
Manokify-creek give to the appearance and fitua-
tion of Bethlehem an agreeable richnefs, which
is altogether wanting at Nazareth.

Before arriving at this place, we pafled two
farms, Chriftian-brown and Gnadenthal, belong-
ing to the Moravian Unity, and thus out of* the
diretion of the focieties of Bethlehem and Na-
zareth, - They are under the fuperintendance of
two dire&ors appointed by the general college,
and of thefe Mr. Cunow, with whom I was, 18
one. Thefe farms comprehend two thoufand
five hundred acres, of which only ¢ight hundred
and ten are cleared. T hey are very well fituated,
and the lands cxccllcnt——they bear from twenty-
five to thirty~five bufhels of corn the acre : thofe

in
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in meadow yield in proportion, and yct they do
not bring the revenue a clear profit of fix fhil-
lings the acre ; 1 fpeak of the lands cleared. The
want of hands, and the great expence of thofe
that can be got, 1s made an excufe for this bad
order of things, but it appears to me rather the
fruit of ignorance and negligence. = Some farms
are let to tenants, who pay as rent one-half of
their winter, and onc-third of their fummer pro-
duce ; and thefe bring more profit to the Unity.

Mr. Cunow appeared fenfible of the 1mpro-
priety of the prefent bad management of thefe
farms, and was employed in reforming st

In commending, with him, the zeal of the
Moravians to propagate the gofpel among the
Indians, I fpoke to him of the benefit it would
be to propagate in America a good method of
culture, which would be eafy to them in the
eftablifhment of their farms. They might em-
ploy fome Englifh Moravian farmers, and form
in their farms a fchool of agriculture, where a
number of young American farmers might be in-
ftruced at once.  Such an eftablithment would
undoubtedly, from the high price of labour, in-
creafe their expences for fome years; but that
inconvenience, which might probably be an M~
yvincible obftacle to an individual, could not be

{0 to a fociety. It would foon be repaid an hun-
dred

_
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dred:fold by their produce, and the benefit which
fuch an eftablithment would render to the ¢oun-
try, would be an everlafting honour to"this be-
nevolent and beneficent fociety. © Mr. Cusiow
appeared to me mnot to: be infenfible of this idea
:lec :'L‘z{liiiatf,i;-’l of which would produce ihnume-

rable: hapy py confequences to the United States,

o wy T T A Oy AT A
1E-ROAD T0 :E S LN R ST QN

T

The' country from- Bethlehém to Nazareth;

and: from: Nazareth to Eafton, is a fucceflion of
little hills and - vallies 'more “or Jefs exteniive;
Many fituations on- this road afford very: agrees
able pr rofpects.  The houfes are numerous, and
have the:air df comfoft.  The price of land in all
this-tra& is from twenty-four to fbrt}'-cight dol-
lars the acre.

Eafton is built on the conflux of the rivers
Lehigh and Délaware. - It-is the capital of the
county ‘of \mthdrn“mn which has twenty-fix
thoufand inhabitants, The Jar 1 which is thefite
of .the town is about two hundred acres in:ex-
tent; lying compactlybetween the river and the
mountains;: it s nmhmg but fand and pebbles,
and the mountains which furround it ‘are conis
poled of calcareous frone. The fituation of this

ground, its compofition, and a comparifon of it

with other lands-aroun 1d, leave no doubt that' it
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muft have formerly been’ the bed of the rivers,
which' have ¢hanged. their courfe. This city;
confifting of one hundred and fifty houfes, mof (tly
of ftone, contains the public uunanws of the
county. The inhabitants are moftly Germans,
or their defcendents. - The city was begun to be
bult in 1750, and has gradually increafed. * Al+
meft the whole of the land, as well as a great
part of the land in the neighbourhood, bel onged
to the family of Penn. = At the time of the re=
volition, a great number of perfons feized upon
it-aplawfully ; -and 1t was notitill -1794 that the
Pean family were reftored to-their right, upon'a
fettlement with the poffeffors, and received from
them a price not equal to the prefent value, but
confiderably more'than it -was worth at.the time
of the ufurpation. Thofe who refufed were com=
peled by law,

-Eafton has a ¢onfiderable trade in corn with

>hiladelphia. | “There belong to -this city, “and
{tand within feven mllcs round 1t, eleven good
mils, upon the fame conftru@ion as thofe of
Brindywine. T hey fend “annually thirty-five
thoufand ' barrels “of flour to the Philadélphia
merket. A part of Jerfey, 1 the ‘neighbou
hodd of the Delaware, and '\v\hi:_‘h enjoys 1o
creek capable of turning mills, fend theiz“corn
to the mills about Eafton; as do all the county of

?\'orth:zmpt(m.,

—
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Northampton. ~ The Declaware is navigable fot
veflels of a confiderable burthen a hundred miles
higher than Eafton. The veflels from Ea{’con.
to Philadelphia carry feven hundred barrels of
flour.

The town lots, which are twenty feet in front
and two hundred in depth, are fold at from two
hundred and forty to five hundred dollars, ac-
cording to their fituation. The lands in the
neighbourhood are worth from twenty-five to an
hundred dollars the acre. This country, like all
the reft of Pennfylvania, is covered with fine or-
chards. They feem to begin to know fomething
of the difference of the kinds of trees, and the
advantage of grafting.  The labourefs are paid
from four to five fhillings a day in the country
about Eafton. Mafons and carpenters receive in
the town a dollar and a quarter. Meat cofts five
pence a pound, and 1s in great abundance. Board
cofts here three dollars a week, and houfes let at
forty-five dollars.

THE ROAD TO BELVIDERE.—BELVIDERE.
The river Delaware is throughout the boun-
dary between the ftate of Pennfylvania and that
of New Jerfey. It is narrow at Fafton, and they
are now eolleting wood to ere@ a bridge over
it, the abutments of which on each {ide are al=

ready

| = p
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reéady built: until it be finithed, the river is
crofled 1n a very good ferry-boat. Being de-
firous of viewing the banks of this river, I went
fo far out of my road to follow them. The road
to Belvidere, which I tock, is all along through
the Scotch Mountains, and the little hills, which
in this tra&t almoft uniformly border the river,
amidft an agreeable fucceffion of large vallies,
rom three to fix or feven miles in extent.. The
country is filled with well built houfes, pretty
clofe together. The lands are of a good quality,
and in a ftate of high cultivation; even fome of
the declivitics of the mountains are cleared, and
are very productive. The whole of this road pre-
fents a fucceffion of proﬁc ¢ts, not extenfive, but
rich and agreeable. In three or four places we
lofe mtirely the little h I s which border the De-
laware, and enjoy a view towards Philadelphia,
through vallies much more extenfive, {till better
cultivated and inhabited than thofe of Jer riey,
and which is terminated by the Blue Mountains.
Thefe profpe&ts arc rich, varied, and delighttul.
The Pifquefi-creek, which er npties itfelf into the
Delaware at Belvidere, is the only water to
be found in the tra& from Eafton, which is
more than fourteen miles, and the corn of ali
that diftri& is carried to the Eafton mills.  This
creck, which has a courfe of thirty miles, is at

Belvidere.

—
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Belvidere broad and rapid. - Two fucceflive fallg
of from fifteen to twenty feet -ach, turn corn and
faw-mills.  The corn-mills fend: thewr flour te
Philadelphia, and are fupplied with grain i the
neighbourhood, where 1t is produced in great
quantitics. This traffic is carried on by the De-
laware ; but the navigation of that'river, although
it is open for an hundred and fifty mileslugher, s
rendered difficult and dangerous, from the very
ftrong currents, and the number of rocks m feve-
ral parts of it. There are two or.three of thefe
rapids between Belvidere and Eafton, two of them
two miles from Belvidere, called the Lattle and
Great Falls: at the latter, in three quarters of a
mile of its courfe, the river has a fall of twentys

nine feet. The navigable canal is near the fhore
of Philadelphia, and 1s not above {ix toifes or fa-
thoms broad. = Beyond that the river 15 full of
roc‘m, a very little depth under water, and fome-

tinmes appearing above 1ts furface. I was informed,
that notwithftanding the rapidity of this guts
rent, which carries veflcls at the rate of amile il
two minutes, and the number of rocks in its

courfe, the boats arc in no danger when the
boatmen arec attentive; but it often happens that
they are not {o, but get drunk, which produces
frequent accidents; tor if ‘the: boat be allowed
to go the leaft to one fide, and be not kept cares

fully
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fully in the ftrcam, it is inevitably driven either
againft the rocks or the bark. The rifing and
falling of the waters increafe the danger ; and be+
fides this, the ice unifoimly ftops the navigation
during the winter : it is often impracticable 1 -
the {pring, and evén to the middle of fummeér.
The navigation from Belvidere to Philadelphia 13
madé in twenty-four hours, and it takes five or
fix days to go up the river from Philadelphia to
Belvidére. Hence a hundréd=weight, which cofts
only the fifth of a dollar to be carried to Phila-
delphid, cofts three quarter dollars to be fent to
Belvideré: The famé applies to the whole navi=
gation of the Declaware, with the differenice of
the freight, according to their diftance: The
batteaux, which come dowh from Belvidere, carry
feventy barrels of flour: By thefe the ftores at
Belvidere are fuppliéd with dry goods and liquors
from Philadelphia, with which they, in their
turn, fupply that pait of the coutitry which fur«
nithes the corn to the mills. Thé price of goods
at Belvidere is about thirty per cent higher than
at Philadelphia. There are at prefent two ftores
at Belvidere; which are faid to be in a profperous
fituation.

Belvidere confifts of about twenty houfes, but
the number of inhabitants is annually increafing,

-~

and the neighbourhood 1s very populous: It 1s
Vor. 1V, M one
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one of the pleafanteft {ituations which I have
hitherto feen in America. The view 1s not very
extenfive, but it embraces a great number of gens
tle elevations on both fides of the river, and filled
with houfes. It follows the Delaware for two
miles and to the head of the Great Falls, and is
bounded, at the diftance of three or four miles, by
the chain of the Scotch mountains, along the fide
of which the road runs towards Eafton. The
lands in the neighbourhood of Belvidere are fold
at from forty to forty-eight dollars the acre. The
town-loés, which are a quarter of an acre, bring
at prefent from a hundred to a hundred and
twenty-five dollars, The lands fome miles far-
ther are {old for from thirty to thirty-five dollars
the acre, and thofe in Pennfylvania at the fame
diftance are always three or four dollars dearer,
although not of better quality than thofe in Jer-
fey.. This proceeds from the fu iperior excellence
of thc lenni_ylvama laws, the more flourithing
ftatc of the finances, which requires lefs taxes
than in Jerfey for the, expences of government ;
and, finally, iunn the dependence of that part
of the {tate of Jerfey upon Phila delphia for its
tales and returns

Thefe motn‘:", however, do not appear fuffi:
cient to occafion 1 {0 great a difference of price be~

vorn Yas
tween lands 0l vaab ;‘i‘u...\‘ r‘iu& bt s an 1d i in thC fame

{ituation.
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{ituation. ' This différence however does exift,
and the Pennfylvania fide is by far the more po-
pulous.

Although negro flav ery be countenanced by
the laws of .](,riw. the number of flaves is not
tliere fo confiderable as to prevent the heceffity
of the labour of whites. Labourers are fedrce =
the free negroés, who hire themfelves out, recéive,
like other labourers, half a dollar a day and their
board.

I had a letter from Mr. Drayrox, fpeaker
of the Houfc of Reprefentatives of Congrefs, to
Major Hoer, one of the inhabitants of Belvidere,
He way formerly proprictor of all the land on
which the town is now built, and of fourteen or
fifteen hundred “acrés around it, ‘which ke pur-
chafed thirty years ago, for four dollars an acre.
At that time it was in a defert ffate. He has
retained only three hundred acres, on which is
built a pretty but very Tmall houfe that he oceu-
pies.  He received me with that cordial polite-
nefs and fimplicity which I have found all through
America, and would have had me ftay with him
a week, affuring me that it would put him to no
trouble or inconvenicnce. I departed however
after having paffed half a day with him.

This country, as well as all the w ay I tr avelled
from Philadelphia, 1s full of little birds of the
M2 fize

B
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fize and kind of a blackbird; they are black,
but their head is of the moft ‘brilliant plumage.
They fly from branch to branch, and on the in-
clofures round the fields, and-do not feem to be
frightened at the approach of travellers.

The moft common trees in the woods are the
cephalantus, the black and white walnut, -the
Canada beech, 'the fumach, the rhus toxicoden~
drum, the laurel, the benjamin and the faffafras,

HACKETSTOWN.

A fucceffion of hills, preceding the chain of
the Scotch mountains, leads to Hacketftown,
where I flept the 25th of June. We meet then
conftantly mountains and defcents through a very
rocky country ; although, fometimes, the road
runs for a mile or two through valleys. = This
road prefents nothing agreeable to the view. Ex-
cept thefe firft hills neareft the Delaware, all the
reft is thinly inhabited, and of courfe poorly cul-
tivated. The houfes are rudely built of trunks
of trees, and have a miferable appearance. = Oc-
cafionally we meet with buildings fomewhat bet-
ter, but thefe are few. We fee alfo meadows of
confiderable extent. This indeed is the moft
ufual kind of agriculture in thefe mountains;
where, hgm ¢ver, we find alfo fome rye, corn, and
maize, which is little cultivated on the Jerfey

fide

| o 4
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fide of the banks of the Declaware. Apple or-
chards are likewife very common.

Five miles from Belvidere is Oxford-forge, fo
called from the name of the townfhip in which
it 1s fituated. This work had been given up
for fome years, and was lately renewed by Mr.
RoBERDEAY, and Mr. CaMPBELL, with whom
I dined at the houfe of Major Hope : it is not
yet carried on with fpirit. Five miles farther
1s Mintfmill, fo called from the name of the pro-
prietor. The river is croffed by the bank of the
mill, which is very narrow, and a foot deep of
water when the mill is not going: the water
then falls about twelve feet, and is twenty fa-
thoms wide. A little canoe, which was lying by
the bank, frightened my horfe, who, to fave him-
felf, leaped into the canoé, which he overfet;
but, although I run a great rifk, he carricd me out
fafely, and better than he would have been able
to do from the cafcade into which we muft have
fallen, but for this ridiculous leap. This is the
fame Creek Pifquefli which Ipaﬁcci before on
a bridge four miles higher. The lands are in-
different in all this tra& ; they fell for fix or fe-
ven dollars an acre. The generality of the in-
habitants are Germans or fons of Germans ; there
are alfo a number of Irifh, and people from New
England. Hacketftown is a long paltry village,

M3 thinly
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thinly and lac’) inhabited. . It lies half a mile
from the Scotch mountains, which are called
Cooly, or the I*uuﬂ-;uugmm Mountains. Thc
water is brackith and very bad. Fevers are alfg
frequent here in autumn, which is the cafe m
all parts of Jerfey, particularly thofe to the north

an (1 the middle of the ftate

r

&)
i

he lands at and
about Hacketftown are ﬂ)h?_ at from {ix to nine

1

dollars an acre, and are general] ]:cpt in meadow.

The produce which 1s not co *if" 1ed 1n the coun-
try, :md all the articles of iron manufaétured at
the forge, are cartied to New 3"f1rk, or rather to
Elizabethtown, from whence are thipped for
New York.  Four k]xﬂduﬂ:d puutmb of hay is
the general produce of an acre, and cighteen or
twenty bufhels of rye, or Indian corn, in the lands
under that culture. Labourers are found rather
cafier this year than in the two preceding ones,
trade being lefs quick at New York, They are
paid at Hacketftown three quarter-dollars a day,
if they board themfelves, or the half of that {fum
with their board.: The country aboundsin iron
mines, which are faid to be very rich, and are
found at a v cry {mall depth.

‘J’}

Three miles from Hacketftown there is af{pring
of icm"ﬂ nous mineral water, pretty much frc—
quented in fummer, and it would be fill more

{0 if better fitted up, but the fprin g 1s {carcely

covere
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covered. An old cafk, ftanding in the open air,
and covered with a bunch of willows, i3 the
common bathing place; there is no other: and
as there 1s no houfe built at the place, thofe who

gC 1n

come to drink the waters are obliged to lod
the neighbouring farm-houfes, and it they with
to drink wine they muft carry 1t with them.
The property of the ground in which the fpring
is fituated being under difpute between two per-
{ons, there is no faying when this place, which
would produce great profits to one that would
arrange 1t conveniently, will receive any melio-
ration.

About two miles before reaching Hacketftown,
at the foot of a mountain which I afcended on
foot, I perceived in the wood, fixty or feventy
feet from the road, fomething of confiderable
fize, the form of which I could not diftinguifh,
but it feemed to hang on a tree: this was to-
wards evening. I went up to it, and 1t appeared
to be a dead animal, but having touched it with
my whip, it leaped to the ground ; it went flowly
into the wood, emitting a foetid fmell. It was
an opoffum, of which I had feen a great many
at Philadelphia, but had not before found them
in the woods. This one muft have been a foot
and an half long, including the tail, which was
about half a foot. The tail is flat and covered

M1 with
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with a kind of rough {cales, which enables it to
fufpend itfelf from the trees. They are very
common in Jerfey, Pennfylvania, and Maryland.
The remarkable peculiarity of this animal is a
kind of bag, which the females have under their
belly, where they keep their young from the time
they are brought forth, and where they remain
till they are able to run. Thefc animals live on
fruit, fleth, and on birds, when they can catch
them. There are alfo in Jerfey rats and racoons.
The fkin of the racoon fells at Philadelphia for
two or three fhillings. The hatters mix the hair
of it with beaver and rabbits hair to make hats,
Some perfons confider a racoon a delicate morfel ;
to me it was execrable, although I ate it more
readily than 1 did young bear, which I found ex-
cellent. ‘

THE ROAD TO ;‘/’IORR[STO\\'\'.‘—_-REYT\'I'I,'-XRD.
In travelling from Hacketftown we crofs the
Creck Mufkinigunk, which falls into the Dela-
ware five or {ix miles below, and thefe are the
laft waters that take this courfe; the Scotch,
Cooly, or Mufkinigunk mountains, throwing
them the other way. This chain of mountains,
as I have already mentioned, is a continuation
of the Lehigh mountains. The crecks beyond
them run either into the Bay of New York or
the

| = ' >
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the North River ; but thofe only that are in the
northern part of the ftate take this courfe. Thefe
mountains are not very high, but are the higheft
in Jerfey. They are about a mile broad. The
lands are very indifferent and thinly inhabited ;
and the few inhabitants are talking of emigrat-
ing towards the weftern territory, or to Teneflee,
Great part of them are Germans. At the foot
of thefe mountains we crofs one of the fources
of the Rariton, a river by which is carried on the
. navigation between Brunfwick and New York.
Here we quitted the county of Suffex, which
contains nineteen thoufand free inhabitants, and
a hundred and fifty flaves. My horfe was fo hurt
with the faddle that I was obliged to ftop at the
firt tavern I found. I happily fell upon the
houfe of one of the worthieft and moft obliging
men living, REYNHARD, of German extraction,
_ who took charge of my horfe till it fhould be
healed, which might take a fortnight, and who
lent me one to go to Morriftown, where I could
find the means of getting to New York., He is
proprietor of a farm of three hundred and forty
acres, for which he paid, two years ago, five dol-
lars an acre, being .the common price in the coun-
try. The ftate of culture and the prices are pretty
much the fame as on the other {ide of the moun-
“tains ; the lands are however better, They have

1QW N
AUV YLl
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fown no corn fince four or five years ago, when
the Heffian fly deftroycd two fucceffive crops,
They propofe to recommence that culture next
year, thefe flies appearing to have quitted Jerfey.
The townthip where Mr. Reynhard’s tavern 'is
fitnated 1s called Flamicrs. IL 15 111 a great meae
fure peopled with Irifh, or emigrants from New
England.

There are two churches in the neighbourhood,
one of Methodifts, and the other Prefbyterians.

In Jerfey, as well as Pennfylvania, the expence
of worfhip 1s defrayed by voluntary fubfcription.
No perfon pays who does not chufe, and there are
many who contribute nothing. [

Mr. Reynhard alfo keepsa ftore. ~ The price of
carriage from his houfe to Elizabethtown, thirty=
two miles diftance, is three dolldrs and’ three
quarters the thoufand weight. The price of ftores
18 here five and twenty per cent dearér than at
New York; but a perfon muft be both fkilful

and fortunate to clear half the profit of what fo

high a price feems to promife. The greateft fale
15 of liquors, and the number of neighbours who
come to dnnk without paying is confiderably
greater than of thofe who do pay. It s, theres
fore, neceflary to follow the practice of courts;
the oné half of the money of thofe who pay re-
mains here, as elfew here, in the hands of juftice. :

A ftore-

_ -
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A ftore-keeper, who:fhould refufe to give eredit;
would here fell nothing : fo at leaft I was told by
the worthy Reynhard. = Other articles pay butu,
but do not make a quick return. Although the

legal currency of the ftate of Jerfey 1s the fame
with that of Pennfylvania, namely, feven fhil-
lings and fixpence the dollar, the great traffic
with New York makes the New York currency
(eight fhillings the dollar) more common in that
part of Jerfey, where this commerce is carried
on; and mn that currency they make their mar-
kets and ftate their accounts. L

THE ROAD FROM REYNHARD’S TAVERN TO
MORRISTOWN.—MORRISTOWN,

The country, after leaving Flanders, is every
where mountainous; they become lower and
lower as we proceed, but we do not entirely lofe
them till within a few miles of Morriftown. All
this way the houfes are very indifferent, and very
thinly fcattered.. The lands feem to be fome-
what better. The moft common crops are grafs,
rye, and Indian corm. The bread ufed in this
part of Jerfey is moftly of rye, as bread of Indian
corn 1s moft common in New England.

Morriftown, the capital of Morris county,
which we enter on croffing a branch of the Rari-

ton,

—
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ton, is a pretty village, confifting of a hundred
};ouf'::s, difperfed over the hillocks around. Here
is the court of juftice, a Prefbyterian church,
and the great {quarelaid out for the centre of the
town, but which can never be regular from the
fituation of the grounds. Befides the Prefbyte-
rtan church, which is tolerably handfome, there
15 another belonging to the Anabaptifts, and an
academy, well built and refpectably conduéted,
The {cholars fent away from this are fit for the
fecond clafs in the college of Princetown.

All the houfes in Marriftown are of wood,
neat and well painted. The town-lots coft from
eighty to a hundred and twenty dollars. Here,
as 1n all this paft of Jerfey, moft of the ground
is mn grafs and Indian corn. They rear a good
many cattle, which they fend to Philadelphia and
New York. The fear of the Heffian fly has pre-
vented the farmers here from refuming the cul-
ture. of corn; fome of them, however, mean to
attempt it next year. There is at Morriftown a
{mall < Society for the cncouragement of Agri-
culture and ufeful Arts.” From what 1 could
learn of fome of the moft zealous of its members,
it has only the title—it does nothing : the fub-
feription of the members furnifhes a library, which
at préfent confifts of no more than two hundred

' volumes,

. = _



e e

THE UNITED STATES, CANADA, &c. 173

volumes, and-in which, according to the fenfible
inftitution of the founders, there are to be no
books either of law or divinity.

CHATHAM AND NEWARK.

Chatham, lying eight miles from Morriftown,
is the firft village we find on the New York road.
Here the plain commences, and afterwards the
ground becomes uneven as far as Newark. The
agriculture and vent for the produce, all the way
to Newark, is nearly the fame as at Morriftown.
The country 1s ftill more covered with orchards
of apples, cherries, and peaches. They complain
in Jerfey of a {fmall worm, which infinuates itfelf
nto the roots of the peach trees, and kills the
tree in a year or two after it has attacked it.
They have not been able to difcover either the
caufe of this worm, or a method to deftroy it.
Peach-brandy is neverthelefs nearly as confider-
able an article of commerce in Jerfey as cyder-
brandy.

The inhabitants of Jerfey, beft informed upon
that fubje&, told me, that they export more of
thefe two kinds of brandy than they export of
rum, wine-brandy, gin, and wine. Their export
muit therefore be great, as the confumption of
forcign fpirits is not lefs confiderable in Jerfey
than elfewhere.

The
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The red fruit, of which there are feveral kinds
unknown in Europe, abounds ‘1n the county of

Effex ; bounded by the river Paflaik, a mile from

=)

Chatham, which contains feventeen thoufand
¢ inhabitants, and thirteen hundred flaves,
Lands {¢ll at Chatnum, and at Springfield (four

miles beyond Newark), at from thirty to forty

five dollars the acre. The foil 1s good ; the houfes
mcreafe i number and become better as we aps
proach Newark, which is itfelf one of the fineft
villages in America, n point of extent, plan, thé

h’\_

great number of good houfes, and the widenefs
of the fireets, which are covered generally with
turf, and planted with trees.

The people of Jerfey feem to be very much
divided in their political opinions. Nobody, of
at leaft very few, now fpeaks of George Waths
ington. The new Prefident feems not to infpite
the fame confidence as his predeceffor did.” They
dread a war with France. They conftantly afk
any traveller coming from Philadelphia whomt
they meet, and who appears to be a Frenchman,
whether they are to have a war with France ; and
this queition is gener: 1#» accompanied with evis
dent marks of di approbation of the party which
1s thought to incline to that war. I fincerely
hope no fuch event will take place. It would bé
a great 1‘:1l:-‘i?,-:::;z:-;' to this country;, where the

pcopl\,
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people are wvirtuous, tranquil, and happy, and
which will require yet a long duration of the
bleflings of peace to confirm its profperity, to ce=
ment its union, to fweeten the ill blood of parties,
and to infure 'its real independence. It would
alfo be a ferious misfortune to France, while it
would occafion great joy to England, and would
give pleafure to .all the enemies of liberty and
free conftitutions.

HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THE STATE OF JERSLEY.

The firft eftablithments made in New Jerfey
were by the Dutch, thortly after their arrival at
the north river, under the condu& of Admiral
Hupson. The fettiements were made along the
river Delaware, and were abandoned 1 by the fame
Dutchmen in 1614. They were, in 1626, taken
pofleflion of by. the Swedes, who, advifed by
Wirsiam Ussring, a rich merchar nt of that
kingdom, of the beauty and fertility of the land#
formed a company. King Gusravus Apor-
PHUS, the nobility and clergy, and a number of
individuals in Sweden, furnithed money to the
company, who fent to North America, in feven
or eight veflels, a confiderable number of Swedith
and Finlander colonifts. T hey arrived at Cape
Henlepon in 1626, and the Compapy's agents
purchafed from the Indians all the lands fituated

between
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between that cipe, at the mouth of the Delds
ware, and the falls of that river, lying under thé
forty-firft degree of latitade. The colony there
formed fetfletnents, buit forts along the river,
and called the country New Sweden ; but were
intirely difpoflefled and driven off in 10655, by
the Dutch, who fent to Holland all the agents,
officers, and ptincipal Swzdifh inhabitants, as pri#
foners of war; put the country under the Dutch
government, and gave it the name of New Al-
bion. The Dutch were themfelves expelled by
the Englifh, in the reign of Charles the Second;
and this territory was, in 1072; granted by the
king to his brother the Duke of York. It was
foon after fold by him to Lord BERKLEY and
Sir Georce CARTERET, who gave it the name
of New Jerfey, and eftatlithed at Elizabethtown
the feat of government of the colony. The co-
lony of New Jerfey made part of the province ot
Wew York till 1680, when the proprietors eftab-
lithed it as a feparate prevince.

A confiderable numbe:r of Quakers from Lon=
don and York came hers to fettle, and laid the
foundation of the little town of Burlington, hav-
mg purchafed the territory from thé Indians:
That on the eaft fide of the Delaware was pur-
chafed by William Penn, who was one of the
company known under the name of The Twelve

Proprictors;
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Proprz'emrs‘, and 1s the diftri& which afterwards
formed the ftate of Delaware.

The quarrels which took place between the
proprietors of New Jerfey dand the inhabitants,
from the avidity of the former, determined both
parties to put the government of the colony un-
der the fovereignty of the crown of England. It
was then united to the government of New
York, and continued fo till 1736, when its po-
pulation having greatly increafed, 1t was once
more ereed into a féparate ftate. In 1776, New
Jerfey formed its new conftitution, which it has
retained without any alteration fifice that period.

THE CONSTITUTION AND LAWS OF NEW JERSEY.

The legiflature is compofed of 4 general aflem-
bly ‘and a legiflative council. Each county, of
which there are in New Jerfey thirteen, names
thtee members of the general affembly, and one
of the legiflativé ccuncil.

The qualifications to be a member of the ge~
neral affembly are—a refidence in the county for
at leaft a year, and a property of five hundred
pounds, or thirteen hundred and thirty-three dol-
lars and one-third.

The qualifications of a member of the: legif-
lative body are——a fimilar refidence, and a pro-
perty, real or-perfonal, of one thoufand pounds.

Vou. IV. N The
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The qualifications of an-.clector are—to. be

£ noe: # | PR YT e ¥
twenty-one years of age, to.be 1‘,“\...,-1-_‘ for a

year in the county, and to. po
tifty pounds.

The legiflative council, as well as the affembly,
can propofe and modify . any laws, except thofe

£

relative to the finances, which they, have. the
‘:‘mwcr merely of confirming or rejecting.

The governor is clected by the legiflature ; and

the conftitution prefcribes no ilkléi}iﬁ(_“&l(i()ﬂ of age,
fortune, or any othe , .for. that office ;—it ﬁi_;:ly
fays, that the 1cg1ﬂa.turc fhall clect a proper per-
{fon to fill 1t.

The duration of the fun&ions of the two houfes

lature, and of the governor, i5' one

T'he fame. perfon may: be clected governer as
¥ o 1 b | =
often as the legiflature chufes to appoint him,
The legiflative council is the governor’s execu-

+1

tive council; three members form a fufficient

number to exefcifc with him the executive func-
tions. The governor unites the fun&ions of pre=
fident of’ the executive council, c]uu_lcciior, and
commander of the forces: hercan, with the ad-
vice of the executive council, grant pardons, even
of high treafon.

G Rt : %
-Lhe: council i1s alfo a court of appeal from. the

decifions of the courts of law ; but the council

muis,
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i

muft, in this cafe, confift of at leaft feven mem-
bers, with the goveraor. ;

The nomination of the juf’-fcc the fupericr
officers of the militia, the LLJ es of the peace,
the attorney-general, and thp {ecretary of ftate, is
made by the councd All other officers are eleéted

va e

by the counties, except the. officers of militia,

who are chofen by their companies.

The judiciary ftate confifts of a fupreme court,
a court of common pleas, and juftices of the
peace. . The judges of the fupreme court are
chofen for {even years ; the others for five ; and:
they may be re-ele@ed. An impeachment againft
them is- made by the legiflature, and Jjudged by
the council.

Uncontrouled liberty of confcicnce. is granted
by the conftitution ; which even decl: res; that no

tax can be impofed for fupportit public worfhip,

18
repairing churches, &c.
The conftitution gives the accufed the fame
privilege  of pronmo teftimony in his favour,
as 1s allowed to the accufer againft him.
The conftitution declares, that the property of
fuicides is not forfeited to the ftate, but ought to
pafs to their heirs, as in cafes of natural ‘death ;
nor docs the inftrument by which the death was
infli¢ted become, as in England, the property of &
N2 the

R R
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the ftate. In general it confirms the Englifh
laws, where they are not revoked.

Full liberty of bequeathing is given; and in
refpect of wills there is no ajteration of the Eng-
lith law, except the addition of fome fimple forms,
required to conftitute their vahdity.

The property of perfons dying inteftate is di-
vided into three parts; one-third to the widow,
and the other two divided cqually among the
children, or their reprefentatives ;—in default of
children, the widow enjoys one half, and the other
half is diftributed among the neareft relations. If
a perfon dic inteftate after the death of his father,
and leave no widow or child, his fortune 1s di-
vided equally between his brothers, his fifters,
and his mother.

According to,a law of 1702, marriages may be
performed by a minifter of the church, or by a
juftice of peace, in the option of the parties. The
marriage inftrument muft be fent to the fecretary
of the county, and regiftered in a book, which 1
evidence in the courts.

Divorces, which formetly were granted by the
legiflature, arc now pronounced by the court of
chancery, in virtue of a law of 1704. They are
granted in cafes of adultery—repecated bad treat-
ment—defertion for feven years—and alfo in cafes
where the marriage has been contradted between

perfons



e e e et

THE UNITED STATHS, CANADA, &c. 181

perfons within the degrees of propinquity prohi-
bited by the laws of the {tate.

Every imprifoned debtor may, by a law pafled
in 1705, be fet at liberty by the court of common
pleas, upon his furrendering all his property, ac-
cording to a declaration made by him before that
court, except fome very trifling furniture for-him
and his wife. If his declaration be proved falfe,
he is punithed with the pains of perjury. If,
after his fentence of liberation, it can be proved,
that in his-declaration he has concealed any part
of his effeéts, {fuch effeéts are to be made over-to
his creditors, befides his being punithed. But the
property which he may acquire after his difcharge
is not fubject to be claimed by his creditors.

By the criminal code, revifed in 1796, the pu-
nithment of death is confined to perfons convicted :
of high treafon, prcmcditatcd murder, and at-
tempts to refcue from prifon thofe accufed of ca-
pital crimes. ~ All other erimes arc punifthed by
areater or lefs fines, and a longer or fhorter foli-
tary confinement. It is the legiflation of Penn-
fylvania a little foftened. A law of the laft feflion
has directed the erc&ion of a prifon, on the mo-
del of that of Philadelphia, where fimilar works
are to be eftablithed.

The 'negro flaves are fubjed to the fame laws,
and tried before the fame tribunals. The eourts

N 3 may
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may order them to be w I:m:Wu, inftead of ucmcr
imprifoned. The Pdl*l of death 1s not 111ﬂ1&ed
on a mafter for the murder of 1*15 flave ; but in
that cafe, or where lu wounds him feverely, he is

pumi’hcd by fine‘and 1 imprifonment. . There is no

ri¢tion upon flav ery in the ftate of Tcrﬁy, nor

is there any law }u made to put an end to it;
but a law of 1788 dire&s, that all flaves  under

the age of t\mntwom years be taught to read,

o

fters with this duty, fubjecting
tm,m, in cafe of 13.0{{}&}1;1 ¢ it, to a fine of tw che

he introduéion into the

dollars and a third.
ftate of other flavess forbidden, by a claufe in
the fame law.

The highways are repaired in this ftate by the
labour of the inhabitants, but may, 1in their op-
tion. be converted into me oney.

The ﬁagc coaches huonrmg; to Phlladclphla
and New York, are fubject to a duty to the ftate
of Jerfey, for the repairs of the roads through
which they pafs. ;

The poor-laws are the fame as in moft of the
other flates. - Poor-houfes are eftablithed in feves
ral counties, and relief is alfo given to paupers at
their houfes, under the dire@ion of infpe&ors of
the poor.

The law for. the. obfervance of Sunday is here
equally firi& as in New England, Every inha-

bitant

e
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bitant has a night to arreft a traveller who is go-
ing any where but to a place of worfhip, ‘and
carry him before the officers of juftice. The ftage
coaches are not to travel upon a Sunday, under
pain’ of being feized’; but this law, although of a
recent date, 'is only executed m the other ffates
where it is promulgated. They travel through
Jerfey on Sunday, in the fame manner as on
other days; and even the public ftages, which do
not travel during the morning fervice, are not in-
terrupted during the reft of the day, more than
if this prohibitory law did not exift. The fame
15 the cafe in refpe to the laws againft gaming
and drunkennefs. Laftly, there has been pafled,
in the beginning of this year, an a&t againft horfe-
racing ; which in all probability will be put in
execution no more than the other two, as it
would clath too much with the habits of the
people ; and becaufe, were the public officers
even to be moft ftri&ly watchful, there would
be fo-many ways to evade their vigilance. Wil
men never then Teave off making impracticable
laws, or allowing laws not executed to be in
force! Governments do not fufficiently confi-
der, that there cannot be a more certain way of
deftroying the morals of a people ; for the firft
point of morality, efpecially among a free peo-
ple, is an entire obedience to the law, and to all
the laws.

N4 The
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The ftate of Jerfey cacourages thofe works
swhich have for their object the facilitating com-
munication by inland navigation and bridges, and
alfo for the erection of the college ; and for thefe
they allow lotteries, which are otherwife prohi-
bited in the ftate. ~Every inhabitant who pur-
chafes a ticket in a lottery not fanclioned by a
law of the ffate, and even in the lotteries of other
ftates, may be carried before the magiftrates, and
punifhed by a fine.

A law of New Jerfey, pafled in 1794, authos
rifes any foreigner, belonging to a power at peace
with the United States, to acquire and pofiefs
property in the ftate, as if he were a citizen,
This privilege ceafes at the end of 1799, but it
will undoubtedly be rencwed.

The laws of the {tate impofe taxes on lands

> cultivated and uncultivated ; houfes, and the lots
on which they arc-built, not exceeding ten acres;
forges, furnaccs, mills of every kind, tan-works,
paflage-boats, fhips, fith¢rics, horfes, and  cattle;
and laftly, merchants keeping thops, and batchie-
lors, either keeping horfes and flaves or not. Cat-
riages of every kind were alfo taxed before the be-
gmmng of the prefent year, when a law was made
to abolith that duty. -

All thefe objedts of taxation are valued from
time to time at a-certain rate by the legiflature;
the lands by a fcale of degrec according to their

fertility

e



S

THE UNITED STATES, CANADA, &c. 185

fertility and fituation. The valuation is every
where low.

An afleflor, appointed annually by each town-
thip, demands of every inhabitant a declaration
of his taxable property, and makes up a ftate-
ment of it. Any perfon refufing to give fuch de-
claration, or giving a falfe one, may be charged
by the affeflor double what he cftimates may be
the tax of the perfon refufing.

Horfes and cattle are taxed at the fame rate
throughout all the ftatc. The taxes upon hicences,
flaves, &c, never vary, and are called fpecific
taxes.

On a day appointed, all the afleflors for the
county mect, and bring with ‘them the fiate:
ments of the taxable property of their feveral
townfhips. The amount of the fpecific taxes
payable in the county is then calculated, and the
difference between thefe and the fum required
from the county is ailefled upon the different
townfhips, according to.the opinion-of the ma-~
jority of the affeflors. The detailed ftatcment of
thefe afiefliments, figned by cach affeffor; 1s tran{-
mitted to the colleGtor for the county.

Each affeffor then gives to the collector of the
townthip a ftate of the fums he is to collect. A
fimilar 1ift 1s fent to the collector for the county,
to be by him laid before the legiflature.

Three

—
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TIzrff: proprietors, . named by the general aft
fembly of each townf (hip, are the Judges of‘ap.
peal:to whom the perfons taxed have a right to
apply.

If the colledtor do not receive the tax in the
courfe of a month after demanding it, he makes
a complaint to a juftice of the peace; who grants
a warrant to fell the defaulter’s goods; to the
amount of the tax and charges.

The callector for the townthip pays the amount
of the money reccived by him into the colle@or
tor the county, who pays into the treafurer of the
ftate the amount of the money received from all
the collectors of townfhips in the county.

The law has provided againft the negligence
and dnhundh of the co]icc‘ton by mal«mg the
townfhips and counties who chufe them, refpon-
fible’ for the monies received by them.

The affeflors receive for their trouble one and
three quarters per cent of the fums they affefs:
the colle@ors for townthi: ps<have the fame al-
lowance. This three and a half per cent is levied
with taxes of the tow nfhip.  The commiffioners
of appeal are paid a dollar for-ey ery day they are
employed. The colle@ors for the counties receive
a'penny in the pound, or the two hundred and
fortieth p:v'* of the fiims they pay into the trea-
fury of the ftate, and fix-pence a ‘mile: for tra-

velling
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velling expences. They are paid by the trea-
furer.

The taxable articles, according to the low valu-
ation of the particulars b}" the legiflature, amount-
ed, in 1794, to three millions four hundred and
fourteen thoufand eight hundred and eighty two
dollars.

The taxes are paid regularly and promptly in
the ftate of Jerfey.

The expence of government amounts yearly to
about twenty-feven thoufand dollars. In 1796
the ftate ftill owed one hundred and twenty
thoufand dollars, but from the additional taxes
and fome other refources, this debt will probably
be entirely extinguithed in four years.

According to a ftatement of the balance of the
debts between the different ftates by the cam-
mifﬁoncrs_of Congrefs, ' the State of New Jerfey
is a creditor to the Union in forty-nine thoufand
dollars.

The articles'on which the county taxes are
raifed are the fame as for the ftate taxes.

POPULATION AND INSTRUCTION.

The population of the State of New Jerfey was,
according to an enumeration made in: 17¢1; one
hundred and cighty-four thoufand one hundred
and thirty inhabitants, including eleven thoufand

four
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fouar hundred and twenty-three flaves. Its extent
is calculated at about eight thoufand four hundred
miles fquare, which gives fomewhat more than
twenty-two inhabitants to the mile fquare. The
increafe of population in this {ftate 1s inconfider-
able, therc being a good deal of crmigration;
Habit more than neceffity induces this, for the
quantity of uncultivated land is yet confiderable;
it is in general capable of raifing good crops, ‘and
the price is not high. - We may perhaps confider
as one great caufe of this emigration, that Newy
Jerfey 1s'peopled from all nations, whence there
isamong the inhabitants lefs of a national fpuit
towards the ftate, if I may fo exprefs myfelt, than
in any other part of the United States. Befides,
thefe people of different nations, fettled m Jer-
fey, live' morc in feparate diftricts than in any
other of the ftates; and when there 18 any emis
gration from a particular diftrict, 1t generally
confifts of a number of families.

There can be no where lefs attention. paid’ to
education than there 151 Jerfey. - The legiflas
ture of the ftate have never yet taken it into their
confideration.  Some {chools are kept in certain
townthips at the expence of fuch ‘of the mhabi-
tants as chufe to contribute to theny. - The nums
ber of thefe 1s'not. confiderable. - They pay poor
{alaries toithe mafter, who of codrfe is ignofan-t

and
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and negligent. Thus no people in the United
States appear to me more ignorant than the n-
habitants of Jerfey ; and, although the ftate has,
as I have already mentiencd, a good college at
Princetown, and fome of the inhabitants are- men
of merit and underftanding, the proportion of per-
{ons of education is much lefs here than in any
other of the ftates.

Toleration in religion being unbounded in New
Jerfey, all {orts of fe&s are eftablithed, and have
places for worfhip ; but the Prefbyterians are by
far the moft numerous.

Few of the families in Jerfey make cloth or
linen for their ufe; they purchafe almoft all they
want. The facility with which they can pro-
cure foreign goods from New York and Phila-
delphia contributes no doubt, to this defe@ of
domeftic economy in the people of the ftate.

COMMERCE.

Although in Jerfey is fituate -d Amboy, one of
the beft ports in the United States, acceflible
from the fea, and by a fingle tide to all forts of
veflels, it ‘has' no foreign trade. - Its vicinity to
New Yeork and Philadelphia induces its inhabi-
tants to get every thing from thefe cities, The
communication with them is at once cafy and

"

{ecure. The fale of their produce is:more cer-
tain

—
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tain and quick, the price better, the choice of
returns greater, and the credit longer ; and, laftly,
old cuftoms: fuch are the. reafons’ which have
always rendered fruitlefs the attemps of the legif-
lature of Jerfey to attrat merchants to Amboy
and enlarge its trade. The country furnifhes corn
of all ‘kinds, plenty of wood, lint{eed, iron, lea-
ther, falt-meat, and is p;u‘ti-_‘ulitrly famous for
hams. In the neighbourhood of New York and
Philadelphia are raifed much poultry, and they
cultivate a great quantity of pulfe; but a very
fmall portion of all thefe articles of produce i
exported from Amboy. A number of the veflels
loaded with it defcend the Rariton, pafs before
Amboy, and proceed with their cargoes to New
York.

The value of the exports from Amboy, in
1791, was {eventeen thoufand four hundred and
three dollars; in 1792, it was nineteen thoufand
feven hundred and twelve dollars; in 1793, it
was forty-nine thoufand {ix hundred and feventy-
three dollars; mn 1704, it was fifty-eight thou-
fand one hundred and fifty-four dollars ; 1n 17085,
it was one hundred and thirty thoufand five
hundred and feventeen dollars; and, in 1796,
1t was fifty-feven thoufand fix hundred and thirty-
nine dollars.

The ftate has three other fmall ports where

' there
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there are -cuftom-houfes; Buriington, on ‘the
River Delaware ; Bridgetown, on the bay of that
name ; and Great Egg Harbour, on the fea coaft ;
but none of them has any thing of what may
be called trade. It often happens that in a
whole year there does mnot fail from them  one
foreign veflel.  This may be feen from the total
ports of New Jerfey, in which are included th ofe
05 Amboy, whereof 1T have given the

The -whole of thefe exports amounted, 1 17

to twenty-{ix thoufand nine hundred dollars ; in
1792, to twenty-three thoufand four hundred
and' five dollars ; in 1793, to fi fty~four thoufand

one hundred and fex venty-cight dollars s (

{mall ports exported nothi INg)y . in 1795, to-ene
1 < 4
hundred and thirty thoufand eight hundred and
) £
fourteen dollars ; and, in 1790, to fifty-nine thou-

fand two hundred and twenty-feven dollars.

PATERSON FALL.

The: fall of the River I d“m, about twenty
miles th New York, is one of the moft noted
in North America. It fhould be vifited by all
thofe who admire n;z‘-:uml curiofitics. The courfe

precipitating itfelf from a height of { xty-ﬁ:-; feet,
: R

prefents a grand fpe@acle.  From the : ppearance

ap
of the {o1l there feems formerly to have Lc:;:‘ two

v
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courfes; but which by fome convulfion in nature
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have fallen into one. At the fall it is from twenty
to twenty-five fect wide. On  the day I vifited
it the fun fhone bright; the weather ‘was hot,
the wind pretty high ; all which circumftances
combined to give great beauty to this magnificent
{cenc. Thereisan agreeable view from the uppet
part of the fall over a tolerably well cultivated
plain.

The little town of Paterfon is built at the foot
of the fall. It contains a variety of machinery,
but all in a ftate of decay. In 1701 a com-
pany was formed for their eftablithment, but its
funds were foon confumed, indeed before they
were completed. A lottery was granted by the
State of Jerfey to affift it, but was not attended
with fuccefs. They talk of new efforts. Certainly
no fituation can be better adapted for all kinds
of machinery.

This town was called Paterfon, after WILLIAM

ParersoN, formérly governor of New York, and
who is at this day one of the judges of the fue
preme court of theUnited States. He is one of
the moft refpectable and enlightened men in the
country. He was appomted by the legiflature of
New Jerfey to revive and publifh their code of
laws. The law which conferred upon him . the
commiffion, gave him even a power to alter the
criminal laws, and to him is owing the reform

ifi‘the penal code which I have meritioned.

The.




R e s e S

THE UNITED STATES, CANADA, &c. 193

The ftones that form the bafon into which the
river falls are moftly fandy. There is a kind of
hard granite very common in all the plain, lying
in a compact bed of bafaltes. The flints that are
found in the bottom of the fall, being the fractures
of the rocks above, are of the fame nature. The
river below the fall runs through a flat and mar-
fhy country, and in confequence its courfe is very
flow and undulating,

I waited upon Mr. Paterfon at New York,
where I remained a confiderable time. In the
following book I fhall give the obfervations which
I collected refpeting that great ftate, the fecond
of the Union for riches, for the fpirit with which

it is cultivated, and for the extent of its com-
merce.

Vor. IV, O STAY
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STAY AT NEW YORK;

IN.AUGUST, 17907.

© 581G G

DESCRIPTION OF THE STATE OF
NEW YORK.
SUCCINCT HISTORY OF THE COLONY OF NEW
YORK. revit
HE fiate:of New York belonged originally
to ‘the Dutch. It is trué, ‘that befoie that
fome plans were formed to colonife this cduzifry,
but they were very vague.

Elizabeth, Queen of England, had, in 1584
granted to Sir WALTER RALEIGH, a patent to
occupy, under the fovereignty of the crown of
England, all the country of North America, not
in the pofleffion of any other Chriftian Prince.

James the Firft, difregardlefs: of that patent,
divided this immenfe pofleffion, then known un-
der the name of Virginia, and which extended

from Carolina to Nova Scotia, between two com-
panies. To the former, called The Company of
London Adventurers, he granted the right to efta-
blifh colonies, from the thirty-fourth to the forty-

% ﬁrft
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firft degree of latitude; and to the othet, The
Plymouth Company, a fimilar privilege, from the
forty-firft to the forty-fifth degree. But the Jands
thus granted, and even their coafls, were then in
a great meafure unknown. 4

Hexry Hubsox, in a veffel belonging to the
Dutch  India Company, fitft difesvered: Long
{fland, and afcended the great northern river, ‘to
which he gave his' name.. The Dutch, fgndrant
of the grants made of thefe countries to the two
companies, and paying no regard to it,: declared
themfelves the fovereigns; in 1614 they fent thert
a colony, which built the towirs of Fort: Orange

i and New Amfterdam, calling the country 1tfelf
; New Holland.

James the Firft having fent fome forces to lay
wafte the new fettlements, the Dutch proprietors
preferted to a hopelefs refiftance the mote fafe
and prudent mcafuré of acknowledging the Eng-
lith fovereignty, thus preferving their poffeffions,
on payment of a tnbute to England.

The troubles of that kingdom, during the lat-
ter part. of the reign of Charles’ the Firft, ena-
bled the Hollanders to thake off the Englith yoke,
which indeed they had ' repeatedly before: at-
tempted.  They fucceeded alfo.in deftroyiig a
Swediih colony, fettied upon the Delaware.  But

02 afterwards
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aftewards Charles the Second fent troops from
Europe, who without difficulty feized New Hol-
land, and expelled from thence the Dutch, who
on their part proceeded to invade Surinam,
Charles the Second, having thus got peaceable
pofleffion of this vaft territory of the continent
of North America, granted the weftern part of it
to his brother the Duke of York, and New Hol-
Jand got the name of New York, New Amfter-
dam alfo changing its name for that of New
York ; and this extenfive province reached from
the banks of the river St. Laurence to the mouth
-of Hudfon's River, without encroaching upon the
limits of the Plymouth Company.

Such is briefly the hiftory of the province of
New: York, up to the late revolution.

THE PRESENT CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF
NEW YORK.

This province was much longer than any of

the other colonies in” beginning their oppoﬁtion

to England. = Its great commercial connections

with that kingdom, and the circumftance of Eng-
lith troops being conftantly ftationed in the town
of New York, fupported a {pirit of ariftocracy
and dependence. At length it followed the ex-
ample of the other ftates; and its legiflature,

affembled
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“ aflembled at Kingfton, formed, in 1777, a con-
ftitution, upon the fame principles with thofe of
the other ftates.
“This conftitution is neither introduced nor fol-
lowed up by any declaration of rights; and its
preamble, which recites the different aé&s of the
general congrefs, feems to be rather an excufe for
that conftitution, than the effervefcence of liberty
and refentment, which appear to have dictated
almoftt all the others. Each county names one or
more members of the aflembly of reprefentatives.
The conftitution fixes their prefent number at fe-
venty ; it alfo determines provifionally the number
to be elected by each county. A new enumera-
tton is to be made every feven years; and when
the number of clectors is in any county increafed
1 one-feventeenth part, fuch county is to return an
additional deputy. The whole number is never
to exceed threc hundred; and precautions are
taken in that event to proportion the number of
members of each county to the excefs of popu-

i lation. The members of the affembly are chofen
for onc year.

The electors muft be twenty-one years of age
—muft poflefs a clear property of twenty pounds,
or fifty dollars; or rent property in the county
to the amount of forty thillings, or five dollars a

O3 year

/
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yearat leaftariuft pay taxes to the ftate, and're
fide in the county.

The fenate, by the conftitution; is’compofed of

s

tvvcu)w.??)ur members; but this number is only
fixed temporally, like that of the members of the
houfe of affembly. f

The membeérs 'of the fenate are chofen by dift
tricks, the “ftate being in this view divided intog
four,  The number 6f fenators which' each of
thefe diftriéls is to cledt, 1s alfo determmed by
the conftitution.” When on the new enumera-
tion there '1s found an increafe of a twenty-
fourth part in the population of the diftri&, fuch
diftrict is to appoint one more fenator, and 1o ‘on,
till the fendte canfifts of one hundred members,
which number it is never to exceed.” The fena-
tors are elected for four years, and a fourth part
of them is annually renewed.

The ‘ele&ors for the fenators muft be free-
holders, and poffefs a’ cledar property of the value
of ‘a hundred pounds, or two hundred and fifty
dellars.  The' lift of ele@ors of both claffes
amounted, in 1795, to' fixty-four thoufand and
feventeen.

The “eleétors’ who ' have the qualification re-
quired for voting for members of the fenate, alfo
elect the governor and lieutenant-governor ; but
17 thefe elections they vote by counties. .

The
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The:legiflature ‘affembles annually the firfk
Tuefday in-January; but it may/be called toge=
ther oftener by the governor, and-it can adjourn
itfelf. :

The gévernor and lieutenant-gdvernor are chos

fen for three years.:
-+THe governor is: commander of the forces both
military rand naval : he ‘may grant pardons of
everydentence, except in capital cafes, where he
can-only fufpend the execution, until the matter
be  finally: determined by the “legiflature. > The
fominations|; to-offices, ‘civil -and mulitary, care
made by the council of appointment, at which
the governor prefides. This council 1s:compofed
of fouit members of the fchate, .one: from each
diftri& ; they are appointed every year by:the
affembly, and cannot be named two years fuc-
ceffively.

If the governor’ thould be abfent on any ac-
count, the lieutenant-governor takes his place:
he is prefident of ‘the {cnate.

The chancellor, the' judges of the fupreme
court; and the chief judge: of "every county, are
named by the council of appoiﬁtment. They
continte i office during their good behaviour,
but never after they are fixty yeats of age.

The fhenffs and coroners are appointed an-

O4 nually,
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nually, and cannot continue in office more than
four years. ‘The military commiffions are reva-
cable at pleafure.

The governor has power to refufe his confent
to laws, with the advice of the council of revie
fion, which is compofed of the chancellor and
the judges of the fupreme court. But fuch te-
fufal muft be given in the courfe of fix days;
and- the bill muft be fent back, accompanied
with the reafons of refufal, figned by the mem-
bers of the council.  The bill, notwithﬂ:anding
this refufal, becomes a law, if two-thirds of each
houfe perfift in it, The bills approved by the
council are returned tq the houfe from which

they proceeded, with the fubfcription of the gos
vernor only, |

The members of the ‘council of revifion re-
ceive no falary nor allowance for that funétion,
Their fittings muft be during the feflion of the
legiflature.

The treafurer of the flate and of the counties
are appointed by the legiflature. i

The conftitution guarantees the grants of land
made by the kings of England previous to the
month of O&ober 17 75, and annuls all thofe
made f{ince that period.

The ele®ors for the nomination of the prefi-

dcnt;
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*  dent and vice-prefident of the United States, are,
by a law of the 12th of April 1792, chofen in the
{tate of New York by the two houfes of the le-

: giflature,

TAXES.

The taxes in the ftate of New York are 'im-
pofed in the grofs by the legiflature, and after-
wards aflefled by it upon the different counties,
according to the value of the properties refpec-
tively contained in them.

That firft divifion being made, the infpe&ors
of each townthip meet by counties, and deter-
mine, after the fame rule, the part to be raifed
| by each townfhip.

g The infpe@tors and the afleflors make in each
townfthip a fimilar divifion among the individuals;
and for this purpofe, they are by law dire&ed
to inform themfelves of the amount of the pro-
perty, moveable and immoveable, of every per-
fon. The taxes being thus affefled, they are levied
by the collectors, and remitted by them to the
treafurer of the county, who pays the fame to
the treafurer of the ftate.

No obje of taxation is fpecified in the laws;
no principle prefcribed for valuing property; no

- means taken to obtain from the individuals a
declaration of their property ; whence the affefl-
ment of the taxes by the legiflature, the infpeétors

and

£
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and the afldffors, canbe detérmined only ‘by:an
arbitrary eftimate of the general and relative riches
oficofporations and mdividuals.

The following i1s the manner in which:they
annually proceed to make the aflfeflment.

In -the month.of April everyi yedr-the inhabi.
tantsof the different town{hips eleét ah infpéctor
{from- thiee to feven afleflors; 'ai_ld one ' or more
colléctors,

Every inhabitant chofeniito thefe funéions
muft aceépt of .them, -or pay.a fing;

hc a'.iumh meet, after having taken an cath
foi the faithful difcharge of their duty ; they make
an cftimate of the property of each inhabitant;
diftinguiftiing xeal from 'perfonal  property; and
ot down fuch eftimate in a lift; -which isfigned
by ‘the majority of them, and tranfmitted:to the
mipeétors before the end of May,under the pe-
nalty of a fifte of tiventy-five pounds; or fixtystwa
dollars and a half, to the ufe of the county.

The dnfpectors of each county meet thd:laff
Thur{day in May, and. from that -eftimate of the
affeflors they aflefs the tax upon -the . different
townihips, adding to the tax of thedtate thathe-
ceflary: for the expences of the county, andthe
mamteénance of the poor in every town. - The
{tatements are {ént by the infpe@ors to the col=

lectors iof every divifion, with an-order tolevy
the
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the taxes-eonformably to them. From' the firft
of the money raifed, the amount of the fumsor-
dered for- the-fupport of the pooriis paid to the
infpectors. of ‘the poor wof ‘¢ach town} and the
remainder, r including the: part  required for: the
taxes. of the ftate, 15" paid mto-the hands ofthe
treafurer of the county. '

The county treafurers are appointed by the in-
fpetors of - taxes, and muft give fecurity.

The orders for levying fent by the infpe&ors to
the collectors, authorife them to fell the effeéts of
the perfons taxed i cafe of non-payment; and
- default of moveable property, the produce of
their lands. k
| When the ‘colletor is in arredars, the treafurer
of the county direéts an order to the thenff to fell

his property, real and perfonal, to the amount of
the valué of the taxes unaccounted for. 'He 1is
however-acquitted of this penalty, on fatistying
the treafurer of the county; upon cath, of his not
having been able to obtain the payments.
When the ftate has impofed taxes for its.ufe,
; the treafurers of counties arc, before the.end of
March, to fend the amount of this part of ‘the
taxes to the treafurer of the f{tate, with the rea-
fons for:any déficiency m the levy, in default of
which the fame fteps are to be'purfued asagainit
collectors in arrear,

It
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It is'the duty of the county infpectors, at their
annual meeting, to examine the deficiency in the
levy of taxes impofed the preceding 'year; and
if, notwithftanding the report of the colle&ors,
the infpectors are of opinion, that'the perfons
who have not made good their: payments are
able to do fo, they are intitled to dire¢t anew fuch
lewy.

If they approve of the reports of the ‘colle&or,
orif they are {atisfied of the infolvency. of thecol-
le¢tor him{elf, they add an additional fum to the
amount of the deficiency, for the townfhip which
has not made good its payment, and the fums
firft levied the year following are appropriated to
make up fuch deficiencies ‘in the former year's
taxes.

The allowances made to the infpectors and
therr clerks, and to the affeflors, are included in
the annual county rates. The colle@ors are in-
titled to deduét five per cent from the amount of
their colle@ion. The fheriff receives two and
an half per cent of the fums he levies upon the
collectors in default. The treafurer of the county
has a commiffion of three quarters per cent on the
fums received.

The total expence for the affefliment and col-
lection of taxes in the flate of New York, is efti-

mated
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ated at from fifteen to twenty per cent of the
fums levied.

There has been no tax for the ftate fince 1788 ;
it was that year fifty thoufand dollars, three
fourths of which was paid into the treafury the
firft year; the reft was not. completely paid in
two years.

As to the taxes neceflary for the expences of
the counties, they are annually fixed at a meet-
: ing of all the infpectors of each townfhip and
i town, and are impofed, upon the fame principle
! with thofe of the ftate, at fo much a pound of
k the eftimated value.

I The poors rate is regulated at the fame meet-
i ing, on the report of the infpectors of the poor
1 named by the inhabitants; but each town fup-

ports its own ; and the ftate has, in order to pre-

: vent the fettlement of the poor in their territory,
or their change of refidence from onc town to
another, ena&ed laws, which are in fome mea-
fure, but not entirely, free from the faults of the
Englith poor-laws.

; The few poor there are in the ftate are to be
found chiefly at New York, which, like all great
towns in the different parts of the world, contains
at once more riches and more wretchednefs than

towns lefs populous and commercxal and | {tll

more {0 than in the country.
THE
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THE CIVIL LAWS;

The laws relative to inteftates at New Y‘Ori{,'
as in all the other ftates of America, divide the
property equally among the children, after allows
ing a third to the widow; but the liberty of bes
queathing is in this ftate, as well as the others,
referved “entire ; and the manners; cfpccially n
the great cities, and among the rich; ‘are not in
this refpe& fo republican as the laws.

The roads are ‘made - altogether by the labout
of the inhabitants of the townthip through which
they pafs. Every individual 1s’ obliged annually
to contribute twenty days labour; or more, on the
roads.. The commiffioners are directed to pros
portion juftly ‘the .number of days, accordingto
the: circumftances  of “the perfons 'who!are: tp
contribute. - Perfonal labour "is commutable « for
mongy, at theirate-of half:a dollar a day.  The
ufe'of a carriageand horfcs is feceived-as an equi-
valent for three days:labour. The juftices 'of the
peace are the head infpectors-of:'the highways,
andodetermine’ queftions refpedting them. - Indi-
wviduals: who make roads at their own EXpence,

and for their own ufe, ‘may erect gates on them.
The townthipsare divided into highway diftri@s,
for the smote eafy exccution of this: Jaw), which
was made 1n 1784. - Ji ‘certain ‘cafes where there

is
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is an -ektraordindty puhlic advantage; orany par-
ticular diffieulty: in-forming roads, [as well as in
I other circumftanees; the ftate. gives fome . affift-
ance. | In {piteof thefe laws; the roads in general
Y are'very bad!in this flates
' There are in the ftate of 'New Yorkmoibank+
rupt-lawsybut there is adaw refpectinganfolvent
debtors, wwhich 4s nearly -the ' fame thing.': This
I law was madéiin 1788; and has {ince recewed
fome trifiing and immatérnial alterations,
Every debtor, swhorcannot orwill notpay his
i debts; may be imprifoned byl the.-courts of juf-
i tice 3 and he danmot:be oliberated trom! prifon,
but upon:: a petition-of ithrec-fourths of his cre-
i ditors! te the:court ofiehancery; thé fupreme
1 court; another:court! in thedtate.: 9 ¥
g Thofe of his-ereditors: whofé debts are:{ecured
by any miortgage, cannot concur in fueh 'petition.
| The court to which the petition is addrefled may
i decree the prifoner’s difcharge, upon taking his
¢ oath-that he hasgiven a jult-account of ins-efledts
y  anddebtsyand that his petitioning creditors claim
i no more than the cxa& amount of the debts due
to théem. ‘
’ Inithe prifoner’s declaranon of his:properby real
¢ and perfonal, and the releafe he executes of it;are
;  comprifedvallieffects which he may fueceed to by
; inheritance; but the judgment  pronounced of
his

e
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his liberation, difcharges from all claim the pros
perty which he may thereafter otherwife acquire;

There are great complaitits in the ftate of
New York of this law, as very unjuft: - An honeft
debtor, who has become infolvent from misfor
tune, remains for a feries ‘of years, often all his
life in prifon; he 1s not liberated, but perhaps
from the negle@ of his creditors to pay his fubs
fiftence, and then he 1s in a ftate of wretchednefs;
while the fraudulent debtor gives a falfe ftate-
ment of his property, conceals part of his dif-
pofable effets, and falfely putting down as cre-
ditors his friends, who are made to form the
three-fourths of his creditors, he prefents a peti-
tion for his enlargement, obtains it, and then
freely enjoys that part of his fortune of which
he has defrauded his real creditors.

The law, it 1s true, appoints punifhment by
fine, for perfons appearing falfely as creditors;
but that proof is never to be got. 'Unfortunately,
in this, as in other cafes, a debtor who is a rafcal
is better off than one who is honeft and unfor-
tunate. _

They talk much of amending this law; butit
ftill exifts, and is cxtremely injurious to trade,
morality, and virtue.

The laws of New York do not allow foreigners
to acquire landed propeérty ; for this it is neceffary

to
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to be a citizen of the ftate; or of the United
States..  The legiflature however grants, without
much difficulty, exceptions to this general pro-
hibition, and therc are few feffions in which fuch
: grants are not made to foreigners. * In other re-
¢ {peéls, the right of citizenfhip is cafily acquired.

THE CRIMINAL LAW,

i The criminal jurifprudence of the {tate of New
i York was, until latt year, the Englith law in. all
i 1ts rigour. . The example of Pennfylvania has,
. however, prevailed over ancient cuftom : and in
i the laft feffion the Icgi‘ﬂature has reformed it,
after the mild and reafonable code of that {tate.
g Premeditated murders, and robberies . com-
mitted in churches, are at prefent the only <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>