








A 

BETWEE-· 

liiS BRITANNIC 1\IAJESl;·Y 

UNI1,ED STATES OF AlVIERICA. 

S/gnedat Ohent, Decen!ber 24, 1814. 

i)ubli{fJeb bp autbotit!'. 

LONDON: 
f I . 'TDD llY R, G, CLARKE, CANNON-ROW, W.EST:.fH.(ST:i • 





J-JIS Britai1nic _1\I~i.csty and the U1~ited States of. An1eri~a, dcsi .. 
rous of ternnnatn1g the "\Var wlnch has unhappily subs1stcd be­

tween the two countric~, and of restoring-, upon principles of perfect 
reciprocity, peace, friendship, and good understanding between the1n, 
have for that purpose appointed their respective Plenipotcntiaric~~, 
that is to say, I-lL, Britannic l\1ajesty on IIis part has appointed the 
Right Ilonourablc J arnes Lord Ga1nbier, late Achniral of the \\lhitc_, 
now Adn1iral of the lled Squadron of I-Iis l\fajesty's Fleet; l-Icnry 
Goulburn_, Esq. a l\Iernbcr of tlic I1nperial Parlimncnt, and lJ nder 
Secretary of State; and \Villiam Ada1ns, Esq. Doctor of Civil 
Laws-And the President of the United States, by aud 1vvith tliC advice 
and consent of the Senate thereof, has appointed John Quincey Admns, 
Jamcs A. Bayard, IIenry Clay, Jonr.than ltusscll, and 1 lbe.rt 
Gallatin, Citizens of the United States; who after a rceiprocal coru­
nn:.n1c"tion of th 'ir respectiv · full po\,·crs, have agreed upon th 
following Artidcs :-

ARTICLE I. 

There shall be a finn and univc;:sal Peace between !lis Britannic 
1Iajesty and the United 'tatcs, and bebvcen their respective coun­
tries, terri torics, cities, towns and people, of eyery degree, without 
exception of places, or persons. All hostilities both by s;ea and land 
shall cease, as Foon as this 'rrcaty sLall have been ratified by both 
parties as hereinafter mentioned. All territory, places, and posses­
sions whatsoever, taken by either party fron1 the other duri!lg the war_, 
or which 1nay be taken aftf'r the signing of this Treaty, excepting 
only the islands hereinafter Inentioned, shall be restored witho\lt 
delay, and \Vithout causing any destruction, or carrying a·way ariy 
of the artillery, or other public property, originally captured in the 
aid forts or place~, and \vhich .:hall retnain therein upon the ex­
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change of the Ratification3 of this Treaty, or any slaves or other pn­
vate property. Ancl all archi,·es, records, deeds, and papers, either of 
a public nature, or bclo. ging to private persons, \vhich in the course 
of the war 1nay hm·e fallrn into the hands of the officers of 
either party, shall he, as f.1.r as may be practicable, forthwith 
rc:-;tored, and delivered to the proper authorities and persons to 
'vhom t!wr rcspect.iYely belong. 

~'ach of the Islands in the llay of Passamaquoddy as are clain1ed 
by hoth par~ics, shall rc1nain in the possession of the party in whose 
occupation they 1nay be at the tirnc of the e.·change of the rati~ 
ficatwns of this Trcatv, until tLe decision re~;1ncC'ti .0' the title to the 

~ 0 

said Islands shall Lave been 1nadc, in contonnity with the Fourth 
.Article of this 1 reaty. 

No disposition n1adc by this Treaty, as to such possession of tho 
i~lands and territories clain1ecl by both parties, shall in any manner 
-r·hatcver be cont3trucd to aflect the right of either. 

ARTICLE II. 

Inunediatdy after the ratifications of this 1"'reaty by both parties 
as herein aftcr-nlCntioned, orders shall be sent to the annies, squa­
drons, officeis, subjects and citizens of the hYo powers, to cease 
ti·on1 all hostilities. And to prevent all causes of cOin plaint, which 
u1ight arise on account of the prizes which nu1.y be taken at sea 
aft~r the said ratifications of this Treaty, it is reciprocally agreed, 
that all vessels and cflects which n1ay be taken after the space of 
twelve days fron1 the said ratificati?as upon all parts of the coast 
of North A.1ncrica, fron1 the latitude of 23 degrees north, to tho 
latitude of 50 degrees north, and as far eashvanl in the Atlantic 
Occant as the 36th degree of west ]onc;itude fro1n the meridian of 
Greenwich, shall be restore<! on each sirlc; that the time shall be 
thirty days in all other parts of the Atlantic Ocean north of the 
equinoctial line or equator, and the smnc time for the British and 
lri h Channels, for the Gulf of J\!exico, and all parts of the West 
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lndies; forty days for the I ~orth Seas, for the Baltic, an ;l for ·aH 
1 ... arts of the ~1eclitcrrancan; sixty days for the Atlantic Ocean, 
s<:luth of the equator, as far as the h t itudc of the Cape of Good 
Ilope ; ninety days for eycry other part of the worl(l south of 
the equator, and one hundred and twenty day~ for all other parts 
of the world "\Vithout exception. 

ARTICLE Ill. 

All prisoners of war taken on either side as \Yell by ~and as b:,· 
~ea, shall be re"torcd as soon as practicable after the ratiiications 
of this Treaty as herein after-nlCntioned, on their paying the debts 
which they may have contracted during their captivity. The two 
contracting parties respectively engage to di ~ C'harge in specie the 
advances which n1ay have b~eu made by the other for the sustenance 
and 1naintcnancc of such pri~oncrs. 

ARTICLE IV. 

'Vherras it was stipulatccl by the 2d Article in the Tr"aty of 
Peace of 1 i8B, between I lis I3ritannic l\lajesty and the l T nitcd 
~tates of America; that the boundary of the United States should 
CJtnnrc1~clHl " all l:1and within twenty leagues of any part of tho 
" t\h~res of the l. T nitctl ~tatrs, and lying between lines to be drrr\Yn 
''due cast fr0111 the points where t1H: aforesaid bonnda ' it'~, ,(;~ \Y ct·n 
" 1 -rova Scotia on th ~ - one part, and East Florida on the other, shall 
'~ rcspe --tivcly touch the Bay of Fnndy and the Atlantic OcPan, 
~' ex cl pti 1g such J slands a,s no\v are, or heretofore have been within 
'' the I. m L of I\: ova S"'otia ;" And where~ s the several Islands in 
the Bay of Pass~unaquoddy, "hi eh is part of the Bay of Fundy, 
and the Island or GrmHl lV1cnan, in the ..:2.i(l Bay of Fundy, are 
claimed by the lJ nited S tates, as tw i n~ comprehended within their 
aforc~aid boundaries, ''-'h1"'h said I lands arc ch.iuwu as 1wlono·inn· 
.. o I lis Br~tannic ~Iaj ' :'t. ~, as having been at the ti1ne of~ and lJrc~ 

YlOUS 



vibus to fht a£')i·csa.u Treaty of liS3, \\;ith11i tl-lb Jimits of the pr6-
viricc of 1 I ova Scotia; in order, therefore, finally, to decide UJ,'Ill 

these claims, it is agreed that they shall be referred to two Conltuis­
sioners, to be appointed in the following manner, viz. :-One 
Connnissioner sltall be appointed by llis Uritannie ~L.~je. ty, ~nd 
one by the !>resident of the lJnited State, , by and vvith the ::Hlvice 
and consent of the Senate thereof; and the :..aid two Connnissio11cr 
·o appt>intcd, shall be swor·n itnpartially t') ex<lmine and decide 
upon the said cl,aims, according to such c\·iclence as shall be laid 
1Jeiorc tlwn1 on the part of !-lis Britannic l\laj~>sty and of the U nitcd 
States respective! y. The said Cotn missioncrs sh· ll meet at St. 
Andl'c\YS, in the Province of 1 r ew Bruuswic, an cl shall have po·wer 
to adjourn to such other place or places as they shall think fit. The 
~aid Connn1~sioners shall by a tk'ch ration or report under their 
lutlHls <!!Hl sc.tl:;, decide to \\ bich of tLe two Contracting Parties the 
several Islands afore~, i l do respectively bdoug, in contonHity with 
·tlw true i11tcLt of the ~aieL Treaty of Peace of 1783: and if the 
:-aid CuH 1 _ission TS ~1 ~ l1 ag ·ce in thPir d ·-2ision, both p~1rtics shall 
·onsitler s 1c .. dt!cision as final and C(mdt. sive. 

I~ 1..., further a2:rced, that in the event of the two Con1n1issioners dif­
fn ::1:.: nunn c.!.. -~r anv of the 1nattcrs so referred to the1n, or in the 

'-) l .J 
t·n~Lt of bvdt cjr either of the said Commi~sioncrs refusing or de-
cjLint-, t.'r -..,..,-ilfdly m.nittin~ to a~t as such, they shall make jointly 
or scp<trately, report or reports. as well to the Govennncnt of I-lis 
Brita1 nic .• t1jc.·ty, as to that of the Unitc<l States, stating in de­
tail the points un '~ hich they differ, ~~ud the grounds upon \vhich 
tL{·ir re~p~ctive opi.1ions have been tormed, or the grounds upon 
-.,dl~l'h thvy, or <'itbcr ofthe1n, haYc f'O rcfu~ ·d, declined, or 0111ittcd 
to act. ; .. nd I 1.is Ei·itnnnie l\ ~ <~jesty an(l the Governn1ent of the: 
lJ nited ~tate~ hereby agree to rdl:r the r~'port or reports of the said 
ConHni.:;sioners to so:uc C·1endly ~oYercjgn or state, to be then nanwd 
for that purpc.s~, a ul who shall l c req ll('Stt.~d to decide on the dif­
ft-renees which may he stated in the ·ai~l report or reports, or upon 
the rq ort of one con1n1· ~sioncr, tog;dher vith the grounds upon 

which 



\:.:bich the other Co~nn1issioncr shall have rcfus~d, dc~lincd or omit..: 
ted to act, as the case may be. And if the C01n1nissioner so rcfu::in;)·, 
declining or 01nitting to act, shall also wilfully 01nit to s~ate the 
grounds upon whi~h he has so done, in such uw.nncr that the said 
~tatcment 1nay be referred to such fi·iendly sovereign or state, toge­
ther with the report of ~uch otbei· Couu1li.~sioner, then •·uc:h sovc­
I:~ign or state shall decide, c.· parte, upon the said report alone, and 
1-Iis Britannic 1\Ic\jesty, and the (lo\·ernment of the lJuitcd States 
engage to cousider the deeision of such fi·iendl.r sovereign or state, 
l'J be final and conclusive on all the m<.tttcr.~ so rd(!rrcd. 

ARTICLE V. 

'Vhcrcas neither that point of the IIighlands Jyit1g due north 
from the source of the river ~t. Croi.~, designated in the f()rmrr 
'fn'aty of Peace bet\vecn the two powers :1'' tlw uortlt-=wc~t an.zle of 

7
ova Scdtia, nor the no!th-westcnunost head of Cou:1ccticut H.iver 

l1are vet been aficertuined; and "hcrcas that part of the bt)m1chry 
line L~tween the dominious of the t'ro po\tvcrs, w bich e.· ten,!s h01n 
the source of the river St. Croix, directhr north to the aLov ~ men­
tioned nor h-\V >. t aLP.;le of l Tont 'cotia, t1 en(lc _ al01~g· the said IIigh­
L nds which divide l )!:'C r· ,·crs, t at empty them "eh e~; into the river 
:·t. Lawrence, ii·01n ibose \vhich faJ into the Atlantic Ocean to the 
north-v;c~;tcrnnwst head of ConnccticEt river, thence do\Yn o.long 
the mid<li<> of tLat river to U.e 45th d<.grec of north latitud!:\ thence 
by a line (he west on 5aid latitude until it strikPs tl~e rive1· Iroquois 
or c~~taraguy, has not yet he-en s 1rnTed, it is agreed that for these 
SPYeral purposes, two Conunissiouers sl1all be appoint"u, sworn and 
autlwrizcd, to act e~·aetly in the manuer directed '1-vith re~pect to . 
llw~.e mentioned in lv~ ne.·t preeceding article, nnless othenvise 
sp{·ei!i<>tl iL the prc::( 1t ai tie le. The :aid Conuni::;si01wrs shall1neet 
~.t St. Andn'\-·,', in tl e prvvince of 1.,. ew .Brull '\vie, and shall have 
pu\Vf:r to adjuun1 to st~ch ot1 er plac~ or places as they .:~ball think 
tit.. Tl!e Bt!id c runissit.ners -;h 11 ha\·e po~\er to a~certa.in and de-
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tern1:nc the points above rncutior..ed, in conformity with the pro· -
~ions of the said 'rreaty of Peace of 17 3; and shall cause the boun~ 
darv aforct=aid, from the source of the river St. Croix to tbe river 
lrcquois or Cataragny to be surveyed ancl1narked according to the 
said provisions; the said commissioners shall nmkc a nmp of tho 
said boundary, and annex to it a declaration under their hands and 
seals, certifying it to be the true map of the said boundary, and par­
ticularizing the latitude and longitude of the north-west angle of 
Nova Scotia, of the north-westernmcst hc;:al of Connecticut river, 
and of ·such other points of the said boundary as thry 1nay d.cent 
p~·o·pcr. And both parties agree to con~ider such Inap and declara­
tion as finally and eonclusivdy fixing the said boundary. And in 
the eYent of the said tvro c01nrnissioncrs diflcring, or both, or either 
of tben1, refusing, declining or wilfully o1nitting to act, such re­
ports, declarations or staten1ents shall he n1ade by them er either of 
thcn1, and such reference to a fi·icndly sovereign or state shall bo 
n1ade in all respects, as in the latter part of the fourth article is con ... 
taincd, and in as full a manner as if the san1e ·was herein repeated. 

ARTICLE VI. 

'\Vhercas by the fon~1cr Treaty of Peace, that portion of the 
btm:1dnry of the lTnitcd .States fi·on1 the point whe-re the 45th de ... 
a;-t·e cf ·nr:rth latitude strikes the river Iroquois or Catarao·uv, • to 
~ • b J 

t t.e Lake fSuperior, was declared to be " along tbe 1niddle of said 
" . rin~r 1nto Lake Ontario, through the miCldle of said Lake, U\ltil 
" it strjkcs the con1munication by water behvecn that Lake and 
" I.~akc E ie, thence along the n1iddlc of saiJ eom1nunication into 
'' Lake Erie, through the 1niddle of said Lake, until it arrives at 
" .the water comn1unication into the L~!ke Ilurou, thence through 
'' the 1niddle of .said Lake to the water eon.1nuuieation between 
,·, that Lak~ anp Lake Superior;" A1 d .\ ·hc:·eas doubts have arise14 
what · was the Inich.llc of the said H.ivcr, Lakes, and "\Vater CCin­
mt nications, and whether certain Islands lying in tl1c same \vcrc 

'"ithin 



· •ithin the dominions of I!is B1 ilannic lVI~desty or of th·· lJnitc<l 
States. In order therefore, finally to decide these clonbts, th<''\' 
shall be referred to tw·o Comtnissioners, to be appointed, sworn, ar~·d 
authorised, to act exactly in the manner directed with re. Feet to 
those mentioned in the next preceding article, unless otherwi~ 
specified in this present article. The said C01nmi sioners ~ha!l n1e" 
in the first instance, at Alhany ~ in the state f N cw York, and 
shall have power to atljourn to such other place or p1,.ccs as tl t' 'I 

shall think fit. 'l:'he said Commi::;sioners sha 1, by a r po!'t or de(;i;.­
ration, under their hands and sea s, designate the boundary throu£" 
the said river, lakes, and water communications; rrnd rl~cide to whr 1 

of the two Contract!ng Parties the several Is ands lying .vittin :. ·~ 
Raid rivers, lakes, and water communicatim s, do rcspect1vdy bclon~"', 
i. conformity with the true intent of the said Treaty of 1783. Anc 
both parf cs agree to consider such designa<-:on an'l .decision c s fi1-.d 
and conclusive. And in the event of t~ e said two Conn11issicne:-:; 
differing, or both or either of then1 refusing, declir.ing, or wilfu~1y 
01nit ing to ~et, such reports, declaratio~~s, or staten~rts, f.ha l-'Jc 
Inade by the1n, or uither of the1n, ~nd such rd{~ren 'C to r. fr~enrll7 
f-\overeign or state shall be 1nade, In all rcsp '" t··, as in 1:hc I at et 
J .. art of the fo·uth article is contained, an 1 :!1 r.s f1H a nia ~ ~er as i~· 
tl e same ''a £er n repeated. 

AR'riCLE VII. 

It is further agreed, that the said two last n1enf oncd Con1m · s­
s: ners, after they shall have exeeuted i.h duties assigned to ~} .e!n 
in the preceding article, shall be, and t~ ey a:-e hereby a Ithor~ .. r l 
i.1non their oaL.s, impartially to fix and det ~rn1ine, ae:conf ng to f.e 
t;ue intent of the said Treaty of Peace ot 1178a, tl1at r.~art oc L·..! 
boundary lntween the dominions of tl e t vo llowei'3, 1.vhich· e.· cc .as 
from the \Vater· cOinmuni~ation between L~L::; Hu~·on ana !;....Jake • ...;u­
perio.::, to the most north wcs~crn point o. tLe Ial~~ of Lle 'Voods ; 
t·~ Ap.c: c ... 0 ~x:-·,·c l of.tlln ~, ... 0. >a·· l·e.,t <-'• 'C'.._.., .. "ll Yrt:;J'l ~ iyi't"l!"J·I~ tl-l"' l;. • ~ \ 1 • "" \...t \, 1 ... 4 ...-i':'J t. '-" u \: '--"' l.a.. .... U • ...... 1 - ~ ... ... ~ ,..1 "' 
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ttl\:es, water con1mun1cation:; and 1 ivcrs fo! tning- ilw ~aid boundary, do 
'respectively belong, in confonnity with the true intent of the said 
Treflty of I1eace of 1783, and to cause such parts of the said boundary 
a"' require it, to be surveyed and marked. The said conunissioners 
r,hall by a report or declaration, under their hands and seals, designate ,. 
the boundary aforesaid, state their decision on the points thus re ... 
f~rred to them, and particularize the latitude and 1 'ngitudc of tlro 

.11 os·~ north-western point of th..., lnke, of the woods, and of s11ch 
other pai·ts of the said boundary as they Inay deP.m proper. Anct 
lJot!J parties agree to consider such desit;nation aud decision as final and 
conclusive. And in the event of the said two Comn1issioncrs diftering 
o1· both, or either of thetn, refusing, declining, or wilfully omitting 
to act, such reports, declarations, or statements, shall be rnade by 
then1, o:- either of them, and such reference to a friendly sovereig·r~ 
nr f'tate shaH be rr1afle in all respects as in the latter part of the 
iourth article is contained, and in a.s fq.ll a n1anner as if the san1e 
was herein repeated. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

The several boards of two Com1nissioners nwntioned in the four 
precedlrlg· n.~·ticlL~S sha1l respectively have po\ ~er to appoint a secre­
tary, and to employ such surveyors or other persons as they shall 
judge necessary. Duplicates cf all their :respectiYe reports, declara.., 
tions, £tatements, a..rtd cecisions, and of t!1eir accounts~ and of the 
journal of their procecdir~[s, shal! be delivered by them to the agents 
.;fHis Brit::r::1ie ~Iajesty, and to the agents of the United States 
'1.-ho may be r~specti\-ely 3;ppointcd and authorized to manage the 
bu~ipess on behalf of their respective governrnents. The said Con1~ 
n1i~sioncr::; shaU be r.espectivdy paid in such p1anner as shaH be 
<'greed behYeen the two contracting partie:;;, ~uch agreen1ent being 

' to be fCtllecl at the time of the exchange of the ratificutions of thi·s 
T e~ty. And all other exrenccs attcndin~ the .said cotnmissions 
r-;hall be dcfraycc! equally by the t\vo partie~. And in the case of 

· ~· deatlh 
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clcatl1, ~,id~ness, re~igna'tion, or n~cessary absence, the pb.ce of CV{'l'V 

such Con1n1;ssioner respectively, shall be supplied in the same 1n2.r ~­
ner as such Con11nissioner \Ya.s first appointed, and the new Cmn­
nlissioner shall take the sa1ne 03th or atfinnation, and do the sarnc 
duties. 

It i_s further agreed beh\-cen the hvo contracting partie-s, that in 
case any of the islands 1nentioned in any ot the preceding article, 
which '"ere in the possession cf one of tile parties prior to the com­
~uen ~en1cnt of the p•·esei1t war between the two countries, ~houl , , 
by the decision of any of the boards of Commissioners aforesaid, u:r 
of the sovereign or state so referr<!d to as in the four next precedinr~ 
articles contained, fall within the dominions of the othel" party, all 
grants of land q1ade previous to the commencement of the war by 
the party having had such possession, shall be as valid as if such 
.l:iland or islands, had · by such decision or decisiqns, been adj1,1dged to 
be within the dominions of the party having hnd such possession, 

AR'l'lCLE IX, 

The United States of Arnerica engage to put an end, immed:z.te:y 
after the ratification of the present ,.rreaty, to hostilities with all the 
tribes or nations of Indians with whom they may b~ L!: war at the 
tin1e of such ratification, and forthwith to restore to ~uch tribes m· 
nntions respectively, alJ the posscssior:s, rights and privJeges ,,d ic 1 

they may have enjoyed, or been entitled to in 1811, previous to 
such hostilities. Provided always, that such tr'be · or nations sh2.ll 
agree to desist fron1 all hostilities against the Uqited States of 
1\1ncrica, th~i•· citizens and subjects, upon the ratification of the 
present Treaty being nqtified to such tribes or nations, and shall so 
tjpsist ac.cor<:hngly. 

And His Britannic 1\'l~jesty engages on I-Iis part, to put an end 
immediately after the ratification of the present Treaty, to hostilities 
wit.h all the tribes or uafons of Indians with whom he 1nay be at 
.rar at he f m~ n_· "'-"'-~:1 · ·=::cE' ··on, ~ne~ forthwid1 o restore te such 
· -~"r'.be" 
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tri ~..: O"" 1 :t tbr~. _e~l ec i-vely; :111 the posses~ion,, rig·ht ~, and privi­
l ·...-x:s, ,-d1!.:~1 tLc·;· nny- have n1oJued or b~•!n entided to in 1811 .. 

......... "" .} , 
•:-"' t~m.::s to e >1 "h lw~ti1iti,-.r. Prov· ;;;ed ~I .'i:-..v···, that .~uch tribes or . 

• - ~.:~.)~_3 sh 11 agrc.e to d:::sictG-o;:n till ho,tiiitieG' &.~a~~-t';t IIis Britannic 
~ -;.~ ~:::;ty a.:ild his ~u1~jcct:~, ~ wn the ratification of the pre~ent T reaty 

l • • • {' 1 'b . l l ' ~ • J. 1 l _:.:-_~:-_C!..l!lClt to sue 1 tn. n:; 0rnatwns, an( £ ~Zt. .... ,:;') G.CSl~t :l~corG.lPg Y· 

} RTICLE ;;. 
'117' J , 4 . cr. • 1 • • • ~ ' • J ~ J.. • • I 

vi .rer~~:; \. 1C l,"l"3.111C 111 5~~-·.;cs Jf.. !'·p>-:;occ· ~!)•:: w::.~ ·.:. t.~lc pn nc1p es 
r.' I 1.l1nPity f>n(l justif'e, and \V 1crc~s IY .J • J.: 1. I a;C3. y a_Id t 1C 

'\ .~'-sd Rb1ics arc dcsiro ·s r continui~1G -tb~il· •·"'· '{ . ~J to _ ro-il.:tE:: it's 
: c;. ~ ~tvolit'oli, it is hcreb_y abr~>cd t l~tt bor: i y-:; o·:-',r;:>· 1.inr t" ~ ··~ ·. g 
. ,~ }.J n::'.; Ll1cir best cndc(l.',"o-;_lrs "'~() :: ~-.: .)mnJ i:::L s J , ~~:raJ~:; ~LJ.<:>c. '"l. :-:.. "'. 

L v 
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