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A Short 

ACCOUNT 

Of A Late 

Short Adminifi:ratiort. 

I. 

,..............._HE late Admi ... 
niftration came 
into Employ

tnent, under the Medi-
ation of the Duke of 
Cumherland,on theTenth 
Day of July I 76 5 ~ and 
was removed, upon a 
Plan fettled by the Earl 

of 

] 

A True 

HIS T 0 R ·y 

Of A Late 

Short Adminiftratiou. 

I. 

FTER aSufpen..; 
fion of all Go
vernment for 

near two Months, and 
when the Caufe, Man
ner, and Mediator of 
the intended Change 
had induced every one, 
who had been conver-

B fant 
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of Chat ham on the Thir
tieth Day of July 1766, 
having lafted One Year 
and Twenty Days. 

11. 

In that Space of Tin1e 

I I I. 

The Diftractions of 
the Britijh Em pi re were 
compofed, by The Re
peal of the American 
Stamp ,ACl; 

IV. 

fant in Bufinefs, to de

cline accepting them, 
the Great Offices of Ad
tniniftration were given 
upon a Plan, not fettled 
by the Earl of Chatham, 
to the Marquis of Rock
ingham, who had borne 
the Office of a Lord ; 
to Mr. Conway, who 
had been a Groom of 
the Bed .. chamber, and 
to ·the Duke of Grafton 
and Mr. Dowdefwell, 

who had never been 1n 
Office at all. 

II. 

In that Space of Time 

· III. 

The Subject Colonies 
of Great Br£tain were 
excited to Rebellion and 
Independence by the 
Connivance and Encou-

ragement 
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IV. 

But the Conftituti
onal Superiority of Great 
Britain was preferved, 
by 'The AEJ for fecuring 
the Dependance of the Co· 
lonies. 

Pri~ate Houfes were 
relieved from the J u
rifdiction of the Excife, 
by The Repeal if the()
der 'Iax. 

V. 

ragement given to their 
Ret'iftance to the Stamp 
Act, and the Confiitu
tional Superiority of 
Great Britain furren
dered to their Claims 
by the Repeal of it. 

IV. 

By the Alteration in 
the Cyder ACt, the Cy
der Counties received 
the Reward of thei 1 

Tumult and Sedition,by 
a partial Exemption 
from any Tax on their 
Beverage ; and their
Proportion of the Bur
thens of the State, to
gether with the Addi
tion of the new Duties 
on Cyder, vvas tranf
ferred to the othe·· 
Counties of England, 
whofe Beverage was al
ready and had fo late]y 
been Jeverely taxed .. 

B 2 
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V. 

The perfonal Liber
ty of the SubjeCt was 
confirmed, by 'Ihe Re· 
foluticn agaifl}l General 
}Farrant$, 

VI. 

V. 

The Refo1ution a
gainfi Geseral Vv .. arran ts, 
which was rendered un
neceffary by the Deci
fions of the Courts of 
Law, and which thofe 
who had before oppofed 
now concurred in, be
caufe the perfonal Li
berty of the Subject was 
already provided for and 
fecured, was propofed 
fron1 Motives of Spleen, 
Refentment, and the 
Pride of fuperior 
Strength. 

VI. 

The lawful Secrets The Security of the 
of Bufinefs and Friend- lawful Secrets of Bufi .. 

1hip were rendered in
violable by 'Ihe Refolu
tion for condemning the 
$eizure ~f Papers. 

VIL 

nefs and Friendihip~ 
which a late Minifier 
propofed to render in ... 
violable by the confti ... 

tutional 
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VII. 

The Trade of Ame
rica was fet free from 
injudicious and ruinous 
Impofitions-Its Reve
nue was i n1 proved, and 
fettled upon a rational 
Foundation-Its Com
merce extended \Vith 
foreign Countries; while 
all the Advantages were 
fecured to Great Bri
tain, by :Fhe Aft jor 
repealz'ng certain Duties, 
and encouraging, regu
lating, (11ld jecuring the 

:!rade 

tutional Method of a 
Bill, was, as foon as 
their Fears of Mr. Pitt 
were removed by his 
Abfence, rejeCted, and 
a Refolution of one 
Houfe of Parliatnent, 
which cannot have the 
fame legal Authority, 
fubftituted in its Place. 

VII. 

The Trade of Ame
rica was fet free from 
thofe Ties which had 
ever been thought ne
ceifary to make it ad
vantageous to Great 
Britain, and the Taxes 
reduced below even 
their Requefis. Its 
Revenue was improv
ed and fettled on the 
Foundation of Tumult 
and Sedition. Its Con1-
merce with foreign 
Countries extended, ancl 

Part 
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'Trade rf th~·s Kingdom, 
and the Britijh Domi
nions in America. 

:VIII. 

Materials were pro
vided . and infured to 
our IVIanufactures-
The Sale of thefe Ma
l1ufaCtures \vas encreaf
ed-The African Trade 
preferved and ext·end
ed-The \ Principles of 
the ACt of Navigation 
purfued, and the Plan 
improved--And the 
Trade for Bullion ren
dered free, fecure, and 

pern1anent, 

Part of the Advantages 
to Great Britain fur
rendered, while the 
whole was put to Ha
zard by the Meafure 
of repealing certain Du
ties, and encouraging, 
regulating, and fecur
ing the Trade of this 
Kingdom, and the Bri
tijh Dominions in A
mertca. 

VIII. 

To provide a tem
porary Supply for our 
Manufactures, a per
n1anent Support and 
extended Sale of them 
was retarded and pre
vented. The Princi
ples of the Act of N a
vigation were fapped, 
and that PJan which 
had been the Foun
dation of our Naval 
Strength, abandoned 

and 
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permanent, by The AB and counteraCl:ed. The 
for open£ng certat'n Ports Spanijb Court alarmed, 
z"n Dom£nica and Ja- and the Trade for Bul-

nza£ca. lion, which the pre
ceding Adminiftration 
had facilitated, was 
checked, and the Senti
ments of the Miniftry 
itfelf contradicted, by 
opening certain Ports in 

· Domin£ca and Jamaica. 

IX. 

That Adminiftration 
was the firft whi~h pro
pofed, and encouraged 
public Meetings, and 
free Confultations of 
Merchants from all 
Parts of the Kingdom ; 
by which Means tHe 
trueft Lights have been 
received ; great Bene
fits have been already 
derived to l.VlanufaCl:ure 
and Comn1erce ; and 

the 

IX. 

That Adminiil:ration 
was indeed the firfi: 
which 1ntruP.:ed the le
giilative Pov;er to a 
€ommittee of Mer
chants, by which Mean~ 
the moft partial Infor
m tions '"'ere received 
and attended to, the 
Public Intereil:s facri
ficed to thofe of a fe\v 
Individuals, and the ex
tenfive Refources of 

Great 
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the moll: extenfi ve Pro
fpetts are opened for 
further Improvement. 

X. 

Under them, the In
terefts of our North
ern and Southern Co
lonies, before that Time 
jarring and difTonantj 
were underil:ood, com
pared, adjufi:ed, and 
perfeCtly reconciled. 
The Paffions and A
pimofities of the Co
lonies, by judicious and 
lenient Meafures, were 
allayed and compofed, 
and the Foundation 
laid for a lafi:ing Agree
ment amongfi: them. 

XI. 

Great Britat"n almofr cut 
off. 

X. 

Under them the In ... 
terefis of our N orthen1 
and Southern Colonies 
were miftaken, and 
preferred to thofe of 
Grfat Br itat"n, while 
their Paffions and Ani
mofities were fufpended 
only by the Union, 
formed to rejeCt their 
Dependency, and dif~ 

claim the Authority of 
Great Britain ; and if 
their Interefts were re
conciled, it was by the 
Sacrifice of thofe of the 
Mother Country. 

XI. 

f I 
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XI. 

Whilfi: that Admi
niftration provided for 
the Liberty and Com
merce of their Coun
try, as the true Bafis 
of its Po,1Ver, they con
fulted its Irtterefts, they 
a!ferted its Honour A
broad, with Temper 
and with Finnnefs ; 
by tnaking an advan
tageous Treaty of Com
merce with Rzfili'a; by 
obtaining a Liquidation 
of the Canada Bills, to 
the Satisfaction of the 
Proprietors; by reviv
ing and raifing from 
its Allies the N egoti
ation for the Manil/a 
Ranfon1, \V hich had 
been extingui{hcd and 
abandoned by their Pre
deceffors. 

XII. 

XI. 

The Treaty of Com• 
merce with R1filia had 
been projected, by their 
PredG'ce1fors, on Terms 
more advantageous to 
England; and the late 
Adminifrration departed 
only from t . at Firm 
nefs, which d con
fulted its Interefts and 
Honour, by Concejfio11s 
to the Court of Peters
burg.b. The Canada Bills 
Were liquidated on Sti
pulations, which, tho' 
accepted by the weary' d 
and defpairing Proprie
tors, were lefs beneficial 
than thofe which had 
been refufed in the pre• 
ceding Year. That 
Phrenix, the N egotia
tion for the Mani/Ja 
Ranfon1, did not, under 
the1n, appear brighter 

C than 
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XII. 

· They treated their 
Sovereign with Decen
cy ; with Reverence. 
They difcountenanced, 
and, it is hoped, for 
ever aboliilied the dan
gerous and unconfiitu
tional PraCtice of re
moving military Offi
cers for their Votes in 
Radiament. T-hey firm
ly adhered to thofe 
Rr.iends of Liberty, who 
haq run all IIazards in 
its Gaufe, and provided 
fo them in Preference 
to every other Claim. 

XIII. 

than it had done in the 
Time of their Prede
ceifors, by whom it 
was never abandoned ; 
and the Public has hi
therto feen nothing arife 
from its Afhes but 
Smoke. 

XII. 

They treated their 
Sovereign with all the 
Reverence which is con
fiftent with their de
claring, that they came 
into Office upon his 
Faith, and infinuating, 
even in this their Ma
nifefio, that they go 
out of Office by his 
Breach of it. They 
treated their Sovereign 
with DecenC)', ·by pledg
ing his Name falfely to 
their M eafures, and re
quiring his Opinion, in 
Writing, as to a Bill 

then 
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XIII. 

then under the Confi
deration of the Legiila
ture. Though too ti
mid to remove, they 
were not afraid to :pre-
fer, for their Votes in 
P--t, he young and 
interefted Officers, :\vho 
were attached to them, 
to tliofe of much fupe
rior military Preten
fions:" 'Fhey revived, 
extendeu and exercifed, 
witn partial Severity, 
thofe Civil Profcrip ions 
which the preceding 
Minifier had endea
voured to aboliih ; and 
filled every Department 
with fuch of their own 
Adherents, as had fol
lowed them in their 
Defertion of the moft 
refpectable Part of the 
Oppofition. 

c 2 XIII. 
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XIII~ XIII. 

With the Earl of 
Bute they had no perfo
na ConneCtion; no Cor
e{pondence of Coun
i s. They neither 

courted him nor per-
fecu ted him. 'I' hey 
praetifed no Corrup
tion ; nor were they 
even fufpetl:ed of it. 
They fold no Offices. 
They obtained no Re
verfions or Penfions, 
eith.er coming in or 
going o t for them
ielv , eit Families, 

t e1r Dcpt.ndants. 

If they had, with 
Lord Bute, no Corref
pondence of Councils~ 
it was not for want of 
Inclination, but of A
hili ty; for many among 
them endeavoured to 
avail themfelves of the 
leail: Circumftance of 
former Ir)tercourfe, to 
conciliate his prefent 
Favour. They became 
Miuifters from being 
thought lefs hoftile to 
his Lordlhip than thofe 
to w horn they fucceed
ed ; and they did not 
venture to remove the 
leaft of his Dependants, 
ln the two preceding 
Years, no Election had 
been made, in which 
the Influence of mini
.fierial Corruption could 
eve~ be fufpected.--

Th~ 
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The laft Adminifi:ration 
opened the WinterCam
paign 'vith the Election 
at Rochejler.--In the 
fonner Period, no Pen.:. 
fion was granted, ex
cept to a Lady, who 
was the ObjeCl: of Pub
lic, as well as of Royal 
Compaffion, and to a 
Gentleman, who had 
amply rnerited it by for
ty Years faithful and la
borious Service. ln the 
latter Period, Five Hun
dred Pounds per Annum, 
for Life, was given to a 
Gentleman who had 
never ferved at all, and 
\vhofe Diffidence did 
not fuffer him to accept 
an Office of 3oool. per 
Ann. without this in
furing Confideration. A 
Reverfionary Leafe of a 
very beneficial Grant 
was befiowed on a Gen
tleman in very affluent 

:XlV ~ Circumfiances, 
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XIV. 

In the Profecution 
of their Meafures they 
were traverfed by an 
Oppofition of a new 
and fingular CharaCter; 

an 

Circumfi:ances; extend
ing his Term thirty-five 
Years, whileTwoHun
dred Pounds per Ann. 
given to another, pur
chafed a Vacancy in a 
refpeCl:able Aifemb1y. A 
noble Lord likewife is 
indebted to M-1 In
dulgence, for a Grant 
of Timber in a certain 
F orefi:, worth at le aft 
1 3oool. Thefe are fome 
of the Services of the 
firfi: three Months ; and 
I doubt not, but the 
fubfequent Part of their 
Adminifi:ration pro
duced many of a fimilar 
Nature. 

XIV. 

In the Profecution of 
their Meafures, they 
were indeed traverfed 
by an Oppofition of a 
new and fingular Cha-

raCter; 
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an Oppofition of Place
men and Penfioners. 
They were fupported 
Q.y the Confidence of 
the Nation. And hav
ing held their Offices 
under many Difficulties 
and Difcouragements, 
they left them at the 
exprefs Command, as 
they had acc;epted them 
at the earneft Requefl: 
of their Royal M after. 

XV. 

17 ] 
I 

raCl:er; an Oppofition 
of Placemen and Pen
fioners, for they oppofed 
themfelves. The Public 
therefore refufed their 
Confidence to a Minifiry 
which was irrefolute, 
divided and overawed to 
a Degree of Ridicule, 
which was timid and 
prefumptuous by Turns, 
and whofe Proceedings 
were ftained with the 
various Hues of each 
Faction v. ~1ich com
pofed it.-They hung, 
however, with the m oft 
interefi:e Perfeverance 
on thofe Offices, to the 
Difficulties of which 
they were fo apparently 
unequal, till they were 
removed upon a PI an fet
tledbythatMini!lerwhom 
they had courted, for
faken, and endeavoured 
to ruin. 

XV. 



[ 18 J 

XV. 

Thefe are plain Facts; 
of a clear and public 
Nature ; neither ex
tended by elaborate 
Reafoning, or height
ened by the Colouring 
of Eloquence. They 
are the Services of a 
fingle Year. 

XVI. 

The Removal of that 
Adminifiration from 
Power, is not to them 
premature; fince they 
were in 0 flice Ion g e
nough to accompliili. 
many Plans of public 
Utility ; and by their 
Perfeverance and Re
folution, rendered the 
Way fmooth and eafy 
to their S ucceffors ; 
having left their King 

and 

XV. 

Thefe are plain Fatts; 
of a clear and public 
Nature ; neither ex cl 

tended by elaborate 
Reafoning, or height
ened by the Colouring 
of Eloquence. They 
are the Services of a 
fingle Year. 

XVI. 

The Removal of the 
lateAdminiil:ration from 
Power was to them pre
mature, fince it was in 
that Hour of Security 
in which they had boaft
ed with equal Confi· 
dence and Falfehood of 
their Victory over Lord 
Bute, Mr. Grenville, and 
Lord Chatbam ; but to 
the PubHc, it was too !at~, 
for they were in Office 

long 
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and their Cotintrx in 
a much better Condi
tion than they found 
them. By the Tem
per they manifeft, they 
feem to have nO'\V no 
other Wi!h,' than that 
their Succeffors may do 
the Public as real and 
as faithful Service as 
they have donP~ 

19 ] 

long enough to defiroy 
thofe many P ans of 
Public Utility w ich ., 
their Predecdfors had 
formed ; and, by their 
Inca acity, Irrei( lut1on 
and Profufion, to render 
the Way rough and dif-. 
ficult to any Succeffors; 
Difficulties, \vhich they 
\Villi to increafe, if we 
may judge of their Tem-
per by the Conduct of 
fuch of them as could 
not find Favour in the 
Eyes of Lord Chatha1n.; 
and particularly by the 
courteous Reception gi
ven, in GrofJenor Square, 
to that Noble J_,ord. 

it wou1d be unfair to determine, \vhether they 
left their King and Country in a much better Con
dition than they found them, upon the fcanty Mate
rials produced by their !hart Hiftorian. The o
ther Meafures purfued by them, and which his 
Modefty bath omitted, mufr contribute to the 
Decifion of this Point. They are therefore added 

to qjjijl the Judgment of the Reader. 
D They 
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They increafed the Eftablifhment, in a Time of 
profound Peace, 94,000/. per annum; 77,300 I. 
of which was propofed to be expended in repair
ing and rebuilding Ships, (while there were al
ready more Ships than could be manned) and 
was demanded by thofe who had oppofed the E
ftabli1hmen t of the former Year, as too large, 
·merely be;caufe when Great Lords fay Aye, a 
poor C-r of the Ex--r mufr not fay No. 
The reil: of the lncrcafe is the Effect of Profu
fion in every Article which could admit of being 
enlarged. 

The Savings made by the former Miniftry had 
amounted to 23o,oool. The la.fi: Adminiftration 
neglected the Improvement of the Revenue, hy 
fiopping !hort in thofe Tracts which had been 
pointed out to them: When by the Acquifition 
of the Ijle oj Man, an illicit Trade, amounting to 
3oo,ooo I. per annum, was prevented, it was in
tended to perfect and extend that Meafure by fi
milar Regulations \tvi th regard to Guer11jey and 
Jerfey. This Intention '\vas tnade kno,vn, the 
Means confidered, the Meafure called for and 
omitted : Their Predeceffors in Office had obtain
ed from France, for the Maintenance of their 
.Prifoners, the only Sum ever brought into the 
Exchequer upon that Account.. 1'he Demands 

for 

I I 
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for the Prifoners taken in Germany and the E(lfl• 
Jndies, though equally founded in Jufiice, not 
being fupported with equal Vigour, have in their 

Hands produced nothing. . 

The former Minifiry had increafed the Public 
Revenue by their :American Bills, the Duty Oil 

Gum Seneca, and the Pofi-Office Regulations, 
2 34,000 l. per annum, exclufive of the judicious 
Alterations which had been rnade in many Parts 
of the Revenue, and of that Reduction of Inte
reft which amounted to 1 3o,58 5/. in the Space 
of two Years. In FaCt, the total Debt provided 
for in that Period, amounted to 6462,946/. v;rhile 
the Funds for the Difcharge of this \vere laid 
principally upon Foreigners, and rather promoted 
than impeded our Con1rnerce. The lafi Admi
nifiration diminifled the Public Revenue by the 
ACts refpeCting America, J jO,oco /. by the Al
teration of the Cyder Tax, zo,ooo /. per annum. 
'rhey raifed the Supplies in the only Year in \vhich 
that Province was entrufted to thcn1, at the Ex
pence of near 1 sooo !. above that of the former, 
though the Public was novv in a more advanta
geous Situation, and the Tax impofed for Pay
ment of the Intereft of their Loan (that on VI in
dows) muft be either oppreilive or ineffe&twL 
The fame Chancellor of the Exchequer, \Vho had 
ftated the di[pofeable Money of the Sinking Fund, 

D 2 ;:~ 



[ 22 j 

·as confiderably under one Million, took Credit 
for 2,1 so,ooo I. on that Fund, deteriorated as it 
was by his Syfiem of Finance. 

The Improvements which the fonner Admi
nifiration had made jn the Revenue, would have 
enabled them to give that Relief to the landed 
Intereft, to which their fi:eady Acquiefcehce, un...i 
der the neceffary Burthens of the State, had fo 
'veil entitled them. By the laft Adminiftration, 
the Hopes of this Relief were entirely cut off; 
and the landed Gentlemen were partially facrificed 
to the Interefis of Traders and Colonifi:s. 

V pon the whole, -the Nation, which .. in the 
preceding two Years had been benefited 2oo,ooo/. 
1~er annum, was impoveriihed by the laft Admini
ftration, (if we add their Increafe of Expence to 
their Diminution of the Income) in the Space of one 
Year, 24o,ooo I. which is the Intereft of EIGHT 
MILLIONS! The Public, which had beheld them 
advanced to Office with Surprize, felt a warm In
dignation at the Oppreffions which it had fuffered 
frotn their Meafures, and faw with the jufiefl: 
Pleafure, a Part of them, at leaft, deprived of the 
Power of augmenting- the Difi:re1fes of the State. 
The Nation has too fevere]y felt the Effects of 
their Incapacity and Profufion, either to \Villi for~ 
or to fupport Succeffors of fimilar Principles and 
Abilities. 

F I N I S. 



( 5 ) 

I obferve, that the advocates for the 

new created Earl of Chatham, endea

vour to palliate his conduct by implor

ing the publick confidence, now ex 

piring, to wait for fome future proofs 

of his fuperen1inent virtue, of his de

votion to his country, and exertion of 

his unparallel'd talents. Alas! is there 

a fifth of the inhabitants of this king• 

dom, fo uninform'd, fo undifcerning, 

as not to fee at once, that this cele

brated character, now tranilated to 

another region, can no longer render 

his country the fame important fer-

vices, !he bath received from him, in 

his fonner ftation? Can \Ve expeCt to 
B fee 
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fee him, in this new fphere, the 
fcourge of corrupt minifters; .the ter
ror of rapacious courtiers? Shall we 
here find him with a fenate at his 
l1eels? Can he now fupport our peti
tions, enforce our grievances, and pro
tect our rights, in that body which he 
hath fo emphatically defcribed, 6ut as 
a drop z"n the ocean ? Alas, Sir! I fpeak 
from the heart of an honeft citizen. 
We have, indeed, loft the Great Com
moner, the patron and proteCl:or of 
our rights, our leading fiar, our fuper ... 
intending planet; and yet, n1ethinks, 
I could have wiili'd to have feen his 
glory fet in a more placid hemifphere: 
what tempefts may we not expeCt, in 
this infatuated, but much abufed 
country, when we iball fee every aCl: 
of our much-beloved Commoner 
mark'd ·with fome indecent jobb, fome 
mercenary contraCt, in favour of his 

pliant 
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pliant fubalterns? This free country, 
which hath, for fome years, from his 

profeffions, been taught to look up to 
him as a detefier of jobbs, the firm 
opponent of court practices, and one 
who was fingularly intent upon ap
plying the national powers to national 
ends. What are we to fay, if it 

ihall appear that the illufl:rious, mo

defi, benign, elegant, conGfient Lord 
N-h--n, holds the prefident of 
the council with an additional I ooo I. 
annexed to the ufual falary of his 
poll: ; and that the faid amiable Earl 
of N---h .. ----n bath moreover a con

ditional penfion of 4000 I. for life, 
if he be removed, befides a reverfion 

of the Hanaper for two lives? Hi.r 
Lordjht'p was undoubtedly ri'gbt to pro-
111Jide againfl the events of a future day 
---no one &an have better grounds to 

dffiru.fl the good faith if a court 
B 2 Still 
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Still more will every -admirer of the 
late Lord Chief Jujlice Pratt grieve; 
and every friend to permanent liberty 
1budder, when he ihall find it regi
fter' d in office, however delay' d in the 
Gazette, that this much-hoRour' d pa-· 
triot could not undertake his Majefiy' s 
and his Country's fervice, without 
grafping the revenue of a Teller!hip in 
the Exchequer, and at the fame time 
fiipulating for an annual floating pen
fion of I soo l. ibould he be remov'd 
before the Tellerlhi p falls_. 

:But here, my countrytnen, prepare 
to weep, and learn how cruelly the 
honefi: feelings of you ail, and the 
publick confidence, is ever doom'd to 
be the inftrument of ambitious indi
viduals! Know you then, that the late 
!vir P--tt, he who gain'd fo much re
putation~ by refufing the Sardinian 

prefent~ 
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prefent, and whom you have all been 

told, annually left his falary at the 

Treafury, and meant fome new ex

ample of commiferation to the pub
lick, if he ihould ever return to o ce. 

This very man, being once penjion' d and 
earl-e1:·eated, does, in this hour of na~ 

ional difi:refs, embrace a lucrative 

and)ine-czere qfli.ce, to which no refpon

fibility is annexed, and which, ·in facr~ 

is therefore a Jecond pen)ion. 

Let me now afk the few remaining 

advocates, or rather idolaters, of this 

Great Man, was there ever a fet of 

men, whether really call' d upon by 
their Sovereign, by motives of choice, 

ora faCtious combination, forcing then1 

felves into the cabinet, that have pre

fumed to make demands fo injurious 

to the honour of the crown, and fo 

cruel to the difirefs' d fiate of their 

5 country? 
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country? I fay, injurious to the ho
nour of the crow.n, becaufe no men, 
who placed an honeft confidence in the 

rectitude of their own intentions, and 
in the amiable difpofition of their 
Prince to reward their fervices, would 
have fo daringly anticipated what their 
predeceifors have alone hop'd for from 
long fervices: they have fat out with 
what the labours of a Burleigh, and 
the uniform integrity of a Godolphin, 
would have been thankful for.-The 
real conftitutional ftatefmen of a former 
age, God knows, had a more happy 
moderation. Even the days of Sir Ro
/Jert Walpole, which have been fo hofiily 
contrafted with thefe periods, by th~ 
youtlful el(Jquence of our late admired 
patriot, prefented nothing of this anti
cipating rapacioufnefs, driven as he 
was to the wall, by the captivating 
harangues of this man, and urg' d to a 

mode 
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mode of defence, which, however far 

from his choice, he never had re

courfe, in all his lhifts, to fuch unpre

cedented mifapplications of the civil 

lift : fuch outrageous mortgages of the 
royal revenue flood totally without 

precedent, until _ the prefent reign of 

the Great Commoner, unlefs they 

pleafe to draw one from the imper

tinent demand of a Mr. Secretary 

C---p---r; which was, indeed, the 
offspring of the diftrefs, not the 

triumph of the late infantine admi

nifiration.---This gentleman maturely 

.comparing the inftability of all adrni

nifirations with his profpeets in his 

.ow.n profeffion, himfelf drew the 

balance between his two fituations, 

and demanded 8oo l. a vear for life 
,; 

e'er he would venture to be made a 

.fecret..ary: one would have imagined, 

by fuch a provifion, this gentleman 

intended 
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intended handfomely to have abided 
by his friends; it feems, however, he 
hath found out fome fa!hionable 

difiinetions of the day, and fiill holds 
his place, together with his provifional 
penfion; an example which many 
more doubtlefs will follow with the 
fame facility, as they have his eventual 
provifion. The rank of the perfon 
may, in fome degree, excufe fuch 
indecent encroachments upon the 
crown, and the nation; but what 

apology . can be made for Lord 
C---d--n? Nay, for the credit of 
human nature, when we fee a perfon 
of his illufirious, and eftablilh'd cha
raCler, feeking the fame fecurity as a 
Mr. C---p---r ?---Can his Lordiliip 
fuppofe, in cafe he !hould be difmifs'd 
for any noble refifiance in favour of 
the liberties or interefts of his country, 
that he would want a provifion for 

himfelf 
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himfelf and his family, as well as a 

Mr. C---p· --r? That he lhould fink 

into oblivion, by being confiftent? I 
will call therefore this penfion mere 
avarice, a want of corifidence in the 
crown, and as griat a di!Jidence of the 
Jentrinents of the people he has no caufe 

to fufpeCt. 

The late Great Commoner is faid-

to be building an adminiftration, by 
feletting the men of the firft abilities 

in this country .---His brother-in-law 

(whom he hath £n full fenate publick!y 
rvo~oed to Hve and die with) bath certain

ly neither capacity nor fubordination 

to in title him to a !hare of it: his other 

brother is too incotnpatible and odious 

to be toler:1ted by him. The tory Duke 

of the Ruifell family (it is fomewhat 

paradoxical furely) is not confidered, 

nor yet perhaps fully profcribed: ,and, 
C therefore, 
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Had any man, poffefs' d with the 

gift of fecond fight, affur'd me, in 

the year 17 s8, that thofe expeditions 

on the coafl: of France were in reality 

the fchools for minifter of fiate, I 
had not believed him; and yet I 
imagine I can now difcover fome pub

lick benefit from thofe ill-fated 

croifades. Youth is the Jeafon 1nade for 

(redulity; by comparing events with 

each other., reafoning from ejjec1s to 

caufes, methinks I plainly dffcover tbe 

tracts of an over-ruling influence. 

How are we to account for the 

mechaniftn of this wonderful new

invented ftate-machine? If it be true, 

that the late Great Commoner, con

vinced that his declining health dif

abled him from taking any aCtive part, 

(and therefore not a refponfible one) 

that for this reafon he could no longer 
C 2 bear 
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bear the fatigue and heat of the Houfe 
of Commons, but was obliged to 

_recline on the more foft, and lulling 
wool-fack; henceforth his views ex
tended only to the poifeffion of thofe 
feals which he bath wrenched out of 
the hands of the poor old, unfieady 
Duke, merely that he might do no 
more harm with thern; yet, when the 

impatient, and difappointed people cry 
out, Forfake us not and our caufe! 
Art thou falfe, or art thou fafcinated ! 
ftraight this great rnan's advocates aff'ure 
you---Be patient, gentlemen, he cloth 
not mean to retire; he is not captivated 
with a title ! or bent upon aggrandi:<.ing 
his family! but totally intent upon 
great and impenetrable matters of 

fiate: nay, he will appear prefently 
more vigorous and irrefifiible than 
ever .-My gentle m afters, you all have 
heard him promife to come out of a 

quart 
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quart bottle-be patient .. ·-he is now 

confidering how he fuall go into a pint. 

There is nothing he will not do for 

your fakes, and that of his country; 

but you muft give him a little time, 

and a little confidence, no man can do 

without them, and you know this 

man can do with as little of either as 

any body. 

You all muft have obferved, how 

ably he hath chofen his cabinet: 

it is in1poffible there can be a dif

ference in opinion, where no one 
has any but himfelf: thofe who 

were likely to hold any, have very 

prudentially left it. And, you may 

be affured, he will admit none who 
bring any with them. Indeed it will 

be a little unlucky for fuch a cabinet, 

if the fole mover ihould be detain' d by 

any violent diftemper; for in fiance, 
a fevere 
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a fevere fit of the gout.-Ia this cafe, 
they muft be fomewhat puzzled; but 
this feldom happens, whilft affairs go 
profperout1y: and Great Britain will 
ever have the grati ~ude to think fo, 

while fuch a man fits at the helm. 

I cannot but allow there is great 

weight to thefe arguments, in favour 
of your lately-adn1ired Great Com

moner. The confl:ruetion and order 

of this adminiftration, as far as we 

yet know it, is certainly very fingular, 
but yet extremely judicious; for what 

can be lefs liable to intrigue and cabal, 
than a cabinet corn pofed of gentlemen 
who meet upon the moft in1portant 
meafures, totally uninform'd and un
prepar'd-all in refponfible offices, 
pledged to the publick in life, eftate, 

and honour; when fuddenly an unre

fponfible, invifible, and over-ruling 

influence, 
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i.t;lfluence, {hall, as it were, infpire, 

guide, and direct the heads, hearts, 

~nd hands, of this able, fpirited, and 

.unexampled council of men, to the 

true intere~ and glory of ~his grea~ 

country? 

I fear that the propofals to Ear~ 
G---r, and the overtures made to 

that party, might poffibly have inter

rupted that bleffed harmony and fub

ordination, which mufi: be the bafis of 

our great man's fuccefs; " for what 
" can war, but endlefs war frill breed?, 

But be there a I?egative, or a correction 

in that plan, we have the fatisfaB:ion 

to fe~ the very n1an, who difdain' d 

three days before to fit as a Lord of 

that Board, for reafons befi: known to 

himfelf, now fuddenly become, in the 

round of the political wheel, the Firft 

Lord of the Admiralty. · 
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For the fame incomprehenfible, but 

accommodating faculties, we muft ad

mire the Earl of H--------gh, who 

prefided at the Board of Trade when 
the meafures and adminiftration of 

Mr. Grenville were executed---He is 

now a fubaltern in office, devoted to 

another man's principles, and, for his 

honour, I will fuppofe regenerated. 

No lefs, confequently, is Lord 

N---th transform'd. He hath cer

tainly ably defended the meafures of 

his late friends; and, iliould his new 

patrons not change their fyfl:em, I 
tnarvel how his Lordfhip will be able 

to overturn his own. I always lament 

to fee men of ability hurt by incon

fiftencies, betray' cl into variations, and 

narrowing the noble ground, upon 

which they iliould manifefl: themfelves 

•o the public; but it is whifper'd that 

3 hi 
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his Lordlhip had private motives, and 
fo had his collegue. It is melancholy 
to fee the young and the old defcend 
into the fame grave of oblivion. 

What tho' twenty more feduB:ions 
ihould follow the allurements of a 
court, yet, Heaven be prais' d, there 
is in the fpirit, freedom, and confi:i

tution of this country, both principle 
and energy left, to develop occafional 
charaCters, and to purfue its perma
nent interefis, in fpite of all difap
pointments. 

The Britilh confiitution is the ob
jeCt of every man of a liberal educa
tion; it is as dear to him as his ho
nour, and he is equally the natural 
guardian of both. It is neither a 
lawyer, nor an orator, that a free-born 
man vvill confult, upon thefe occa-

D fions, 



( 22 ) 

1ions, nor will he even invoke the 

proteCtion . of any political deity. 

Nor is it in the power of any party, 

or coalition of parties, to opprefs the 

publick, and long to defile the confti

tution with impunity; and, however 

the fenfe of the people may, for a 

time, be deceived by faCtious profef

fors of publick virtue out of office, 

into a temporary confidence, the fame 

men in power will never prevail upon 

us to fupport meafures which contra

diet the whole tenor of their former 

conduCt. 

The city of London bath often 

taken the lead, upon many very im
portant occafions, and conveyed to the 

nation in general, its earlieft fenti

ments upon interefting events. There 

are, doubtlefs, very able, honeil:, and 

difpaffionate men, in that body cor-

3 porate 
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porate---It is not to be found, in the 

l1iftory of this country, that either the 

premiums of a court, or the menaces 
of power, could, at any period, fub

j ugate that body of m a-t the p r
pofes of a court. None ever pof

feifed their confidence more than the 

late Mr. P--tt, and his friend the 

l.~ord Chief Juftice. But thefe gentle

tnen have, at leaft for fome time, 

fufpended their confidence; penetrated, 

undoubtedly, with the ftriking fatts, 

which at this inftant fl:are every man 

of con1mon fenfe in the face. He 

mufi: have but a faint idea of a pa

triot, who does not at once fee how 

little thefe gentlemen now fupport 

that character: nay, how impoffible it 

is, for either the crown, or the people, 

to fubfifi: long, under their unlimited 

·gratifications. Is not the Civil Lift 

already 28 5,ooo 1. in debt? Is it juft 
D 2 then, 
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then, or decent to their S-ver--gn, 
thus to beggar him for their own pur

pofes ? If, after this exploit, becoming 

all powerful at his expence, they are 
to gratify their poor diftref~' d m after, 
by fome lumping vote upon the pub
lick, are they not then rioting in the 
vitals of that country, at~ time when 
all orders of men, fron1 the highefl: to 
the low eft, are difrrefs' d ? When the 

wages of the manufacturer, opprefs'd 

by taxes, defea.ts with fuccefs the ~a~ 
nufacrure, and the pinch'd day-la::
bourer, thro' !leceffity, rai~es the price 
of his ~wn fubfifience? Yet it feems: 
that in all this national diftraction, the 
harveft of patriotifm is alone to make 
a 'tenfold return ! ' Every hourly vari~ 
ation of this unfettled, tottering co~n
try, produces only fome frelh apofiacys 
fome new ftate fubterfuge, to increafe 
· · · ·· · the 
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the national burthen, and haften the 

general cala~ity. 

Proftitutes in politicks, liK.e thofe of 

another profeilion, have the fame mi- · 

ferable itch to extend to others the 

vice they groan \Vithal; and, there

f-ore, we mufl: not wonder, when we 

hear that the prefent all-ruling ftatef

man fought earnefily, in his uncer

tain ftate, to engage Earl G-w-r, 
however oppofite that noble Lord was 

in every publick fentin1ent, during the 

two lai1: feffions of parliament.---He 

would have left it to the chance of a 

future dav, to have reconciled their 
J • 

jarring principles; for at this hour 

there is nothing the good man cannot 

forgive, but the tranfgreffions of his 

own blood. But as faCts will ever 

fpeak ftronger to the fenfe of tnan

kind, than any colouring that elo-
• J 

quence 
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quence G>r artifice can convey: It IS 

therefore to the advocates of the pre
fent omnipotent ftatefman, that the 
following efiimate is more particularly 
addreffed.---Every impartial man will 
be able to judge, how far it corre
fponds with the hopes he had en
tertained of the late Mr. P--t's ac
ceffion to power. 

Mr. Pitt's 



[,. £. 
Mr. Pitt's firft penfion of 3oool. per annum, for hisl 

own, Lady Chatham's, and his fan's lives, at 20 6o,ooo 
years purchafe - - - -

Place of Privy-Seal, 3000 I. at 8 years - - 24,000 
84,000 

Lord N---n's falary of soool. per annum, at 81 
· h r - 40,000 
· years pure a1e - - - - , 

The reverfion of the Hanaper, for two young lives, 1 
after the demife of the D. of Chandos, computed 16,2oo 
at 12 years purcl;lafe, upon I 35ol. a year -

56, zoo --
Carried over - ~ - I 40,200 

,-.. 

N 
'l 
~ 



[,. £. 
Brought over - -

Lord Camden's penfion, for his own, and his} 
fan's life, 1 soo I. a year, if in poffeffion, 3o,ooo 
would be worth 20 years purchafe -

Deduct for the probability of his continuing l 
1 00 

Chancellor one year - . - S '5 
--- 28,soo 

His Lord!hip having alfo obtained the-reverfion of a l 
Teller in the Exchequer for his fan, efiimated at/ 
45ool. per annum, out of which the above penfion }24,000 

is to be deduCted when the vacancy happens, the l 
remaining 3oool. at 8 years purchafe, is - - J ----

Carried over 

£. 
140,200 

52,500 --
1921700 

.......... 
t',) 
00 

'-" 



£. 
Brought over - · - 192,700 

Col. Ligonier's penfion, for} 
his OWll life, at I 5001. a 22,500 

year, or I 5 years purchafe 
.--

Total of the expence of the I 
prefent minifierial fa-

. k f: 2 I 5 200 bnc , as ar as the ' 
ground-floor * - - · 
~ Among the number of rewards which have 

been lately held out, for pafr and future fervices) 
ought not to be forgot thofe which have been fo 
liberally befi:owed on the C~ family. I 
will, therefore, mention a part of them ; not for 
the enormity of the fums (which are indeed enor
tfUJUS) but for the honour of the d:Jlinguijhed merit 
which has obtain'd them. £ 
for the time he was L---t of a } • 

. hb . k. d 20,000 netg ounng mg om - -
His fon, S--y, fame time 6,soa 
Confrable of D- C-, for life, under- ll 

valued at - - - S 2 ,ooo 
A reverfion for another fon, under-va-t 0 

lued at - - - 5 5,oo 
The b -·- of 0--, as given up, l 00 

would fell for - - .. S 3o,o 

73,500 
?-nd he himfelf continue11 in high employment; 
as does alfo his brother. 

E Great 
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Great Commoner, illufi.rious Peer, 

incomprehen:fible Patriot, forgive me 

if I cannot, at this moment, add to 

the enormous load you have already 

laid upon your coun.try; the further 

great expence attending your appoint

ments to em baffies and vice-royal ties 

hereafter to be thought of; the pre

fents of plate; the fallaries and ap

pointments which ferve only to amufe 

the publick, and to remove refpeetable 

rnen, to make room for your own 

creatures.---Still more difficult would 

it be, to defcribe the confufion which 

your fudden changes create in all 
offices, by new patents, new charges, 

which mufi all fall ultimately upon 

the publick. It feetns a maxim of 

yours, that no man iliould ren1ain long 

enough in office to acquire the leaft 

knowledge of it. Upon a plan of 

ab!Olute ufurpation, you are certainly 

1n 
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1n the right: upon a principle of 
j uilice to the fervice of your Royal 

Mafler and your Country, you are 
certainly in the wrong. But I will 
referve the defcription of your flutl:u

ating opinions of men, and time
ferving court!hip of individuals, for 

another occafion; n1y intent being,. at . 

prefent, only to lay impartially before 
the publick, the dawnings of your 

new acceffion to office, that from your 
a:co11omy, moderation, and dijintere.fledne.fs, 
they may judge what the cro\vn and 
the people are to expect from you, 
when you fhall open the feffion of 
parliament in the plenitude of your 
power. 

B,·oad-Street, I aJn, sIR, 
(! .. •;. z8, 1766. 

Your mqfi obedient Servant, 

A Detefler of JoBns under 
a!J ADMI:\"ISTRA T IONS. 
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