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The fingle Eye,
L. Entituled the Vifion ~
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'Wherein is infolded the
p= Miftery of Divine prefence,

So to be in®re place finirely in
apperance, as yet in every place no lefe
prefent ;and whilfe Hee is here , Hee
is univerfally every where infinitely
himf{elfe, Penned by that Learned
Dr, CVSANVS, and pub-

liflved forthe good of the
Saints,

r By GI/LES RAND ALL.

3 P $ AL, 1'39‘ 7' s
; VWbither [hall 1 flie from thy $ piris,
\ V¥ hitker bali 1 go from thy prefence.

br- Lewpox, Printed for Tabn Strearer,
at the Signe of the Bible in
Budg-Kew, 1646,
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Tothe Reader,

e ) \
3 O thing is, or cver
j wasenaeavenred
by rgoﬁ mess Wztﬂ)

woye Zigu $iry , {/"nu’:’ ~’~ v‘:’s’

Jacceffe, tham the tyuc kn o
ledge of the true God, Awnd
asin the vifion and know-
»<ledge of him }fm/ﬁ?r'tn alife ( YJoh. 37
Eternadl ; So én the non-
kuoy vlr.zue, or wrong know-
(- & 3 ft’{u.




Fo :h:Repie:.
ddge of bim , oy any thing
Jor bime which is niet him-
Jelfe,lyeth all loffe and mi.
Jery. This posnt therefore
bezng 1) 4t ome thing neceffa,
7y inshetrue knowledge or
Aarke ignorance o whereo

confiffers life and death,
800d and evill, Cod and 1he
Devill, 3f this cormer flone
be rightly founded , and the -
whole 5§ nlTure [uper fBrudt-
¢dibereon , it proveth wif
dams houfe,withflend th all
affanlicyes tryaks but other.
wifé 13 151 he biwfe f folly ,
and the T ower of confufin
an: defiruction, T hat there -
95 & Gacyalmoff all men aye
exvinicd,

5w




The Eplitie
- Em whe or what thss*
 God-is, almoft all men are
ignerdms of Afier the know.
 bedge and worfbip of this
_Godyillmen are foprinciphs
and carvied om s shavrather
 shen they will be,or theght .
3o bewit s him , and she -
knowledge 6f hims, the Crea.
gwye willcreas bis Creatory
o 70 himfelfe, and - bis fancy
flaid groee(femseand being
10 1hisGod.

All men may be reduced
smder foureheads oy notions,
first there are-Atheifis who.
owne wo Cod. Secondly pro.
feft knowns ignovant 5 whe
asknowledg? 1m lisitlyaGed
bus hum 30 them an 4B~

knowws

|




Tothe Readcr.
kAowne God. Thirdly shere
are the igmoraws kmowers
who thinkivg they ksow
God femow nozhing eife than
God fusing 4y [ome thing®

Jor God which by matnre s

@0 God. Pourthiy thereare
1he troe knowers who kuow

(b)Joh,17 he( b only true@od truly,
3 -

The firfe hath noi o much
asa conseit of 4 God; The .
Sevond concerves aGod but
sgnerantlywithowt [ibflance
or [omuch.as Imagewho oy
swhat. The third doth con-
cerve 4 God not in [wbflance.
bt Image, The fourthnet
couceives ybut knowes, wot
God in Image, buy effénce,
ad [abflance not any thing

feor




for God bus the true and
fubflantiall God of thefc
foweﬁ,u’(ofm en, the Zz/l
only is the /hte of kuow.
ledqe T he.other three fates
ef’ zg*wmna 5 which arife

Jrows their proper canfe
d{t}lff{ﬁw And that is po.
Jfitive in the firft , Negative
in the (icond Pr.v.zzzz"’z;ﬂ
the third flate | But light is
[elfeis only extant and ex,
iflentinthe laft flate. The'

’*?rff errsin denying 4 G God ,
‘f"‘ 'ffnﬂ in nos //9:;/;10
4 God. the third in not kitow
1rgtl'a'true God , and this
twwe wayes tither in the Ads
jestive or Adverbe, in the
Adjeitive 5 they know ﬁ;&
1hs




Tothe Reader.
Abeirue God yor suthe Ad. ..
verbe shey kmew-not this |
srme God truly. Mary are
guslty of the firit erromr ,
more of the fecomd, moit of. ‘ |
she thirdbut fiw amd frweip.
ave the partakers of the per.
Jeivuof e ladt, «Mnd as
there 3s gradation in the.
three i Rases , [ais sheve '
97 the cvill of shem the firsk |
bad  1he fecond worfe ,the
third wori3 , and [o much is

i bhe worfl st is Satani,

zed and trausformed into

an Angellof f1ghs, st besng
gcllgiMJ,Subjtmae, Kola. .

#ry. :

)Rua’cr,' by what bath bin %
[poken thiw, mait Lorher
thas,




The Epiftle
that Goa ss eigher knowne
or Wot kngwne,, if ot kinowm
whenee i1 flow:s either froms
fofisive , Negative,or prsa
vativcdarkneffe , and of all
thefe the laft is worst where-
in war is moft aftiveand
feemingly [eesng and know-
mg. How miferablythire-
fore are we deceived , wha
the morewe [ecke , the far,
ther we.are off from the true
knonledge and finding ont
of God :"that 1herefere thon
maifl herein be premonifhed
and premunssed againfl fuch
miftakes, obferve that God
is.eme fimple infirste sndi-
wifible besng , and mufl bt
knowns &s he s which %e

fimite’

y




Ta the Reader.
finite can de or be capable
ef. Some men becanfe they
acknowledge  from  many
wnderiable principl.s thas
ke is infnir ﬂ_ ,arcjz (/L""’V‘
that i/:'f'; abfl mc; him as
ﬂ/{i’}i think /rl):‘” all I/JZ?J”S
and thinkhey m'z;c jﬂmd
bistruebeing when as the
sruth is z/,fy that abftradd
bims from all things as ée:vg
fo infinite for zz/tz/JMf'f do
béres inyet i G@/’e,ﬁréc £
i the_creation, and there o
b¢ knowne, for altlwyg// God
# acitker any .ome thing,
wiagy thinesor-all ‘"bmg: of
gosr creation, yet 55 bee all
aidinall, andby wsio bee
[eene chsrely theresm  be b,

. g




TheEpiftle.
ing all and in all ; p. 19
Rom. 7. 7ea when they
have aprebended bhim abave
t allyes do they comfivme him
' within their owne fancies
and imaginations which are
v le[[z finite than any othen
thing . T hus they deale with
hims as the peapic. iss 1aiah
with their wooden Gods they
 bew, chop fbred, and eut off
what fecmeth them good.
crwhen it is.bronght.se the
Ideaof theirown fraix then
it is God yamd the rvefithey
buris as wos effewtinil 5o a8
Godthey have[baped osis te
themfetues , -and this isde
surne the godhead aud Die
ving effemsewiskshe wiols
: e




TotheReader.

Slory of the Gofpell ints
meere comceit and [ublimat
vanity,and this is [piritsalf
ard suvifible 1dolstry even
@510 make corporeall [bapes
and (enfible appearances of
bim 15 groffe vifible , and
bodsly Idolatry;

Be thow admonifbed Chyi.
fiam brothey 11 1his point,
ot is she cafieflt matter thay
weay be somifcarry berein
st beinmg the bighefl and dee:
Pefof ull fecyess | the knivy:
bedge of Gidconfiferh sn op-
Pofites and iomtyadsitoyjes
0 vhe vg/iomc gf' the ﬁeﬁ,
andbe 13 leafl knon ze by
veafow of bis [ecmiing like
shas - wbich' nes wiihflan:

3 dimg




, The Epiftle
| dingis fartheff from himy
} felfe Jfor as all being fub-
| flansiall ana real! hath alfs
| &falfe, and imaginary being
the foaddew of the tyne be.
ing sasthe heighs hath iss
oppefitedetth,cre. Sothere,
g5 the true God and bss com:
trary cven the fa'fe , and as
inmateriall [wbRances. wos.
. the 2ﬂesu or fubsiance is:
she objeci of ence. bwt cow.
bour. magmitnde ,and ether
accidents, even oot the re.
slieflence of Ged is the nee.
vefl fence, bmt fomething for
Godin the [iat of God besng
wo'hing ‘effe shim < od avd
contrary to Cod. Bstthe
[imnk amd whgryimg kmew,

klg:l ‘

¢
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Tothe Reader.
ledge of him flandeth in
your knewledge of your man
Chrif} Iefus, and whefoever
bash feene. bivsbsth feeme
the Father o, for he
®ous O M0t a dead ( )1
“e'xey - Wage of bim , but livelyor
* & wab- Iiw'ng * Iwe ig¢ of the invi,
yasue 1 [ible God | yea the* fulgor
XEpaxTHp gy h‘igbtnr‘ﬁ' of his glory,
¢ 6l 3 and charadter of bis perfom
Nt & 23, for Gvd is meanifefl 1w the

SJelbwbichis the grear my.

2 Cer. «.¢. JEERY0f godlineffe, and yill
; “hee B Emmanucll God
with s, €od sn wiy there is
w0 trwe Vifan oy knewledge
of hiwm, for as wothing is 1w
shesmier[landing., but whet
issmbhe fewce, firft and g
mothing



The Epiftie
wothing in the f[ince 55 &
waileable till it live in the
Bight of she umder[landing
within and at home:fothere
s woSrse Uiving knowledze
of God within ws, 13l he oo
snnsformed sn-the face of
Tefus Chriff. T kis is 1he wi-
wine argwment of this
bistle worke [decied , and
cull:d ont of themof} elabo-
rasepeeces of that learned
Dr.Cufanus ywho(e args-
ment herein is chitfly and
only to (baddow forth unte
thee phe being and exificn-
¢y of the infinite God wills
and in the finite 5 which is
futable to the flate of his re:
cipiens [ubieit , for ém;;éz

e’




To thetreader.

- he snfinite cannet bee infi-’
witly receiwved by 1he fimite,
wer can the infinite become*
Sfinise as in himfelfe , yet 9
be o 1xthe fimits capability -
as finite awA- contyalied,gs-
wing himfelfe forth in &
womderfull manner [0 | that
de 1hit is immovcable me-
veshand she sunchangeable:
shangeth with thet , and:
showgh no alterationin timie,
phace or other thing can bee
wnto hims or in bim. Tetis
e [0 immoweable;as yes wio.-
veable and [o infeperably
afsiffenst with his creature
5 ewery thing that hee that
33 mesther here wor ghere pro.
perky isyes bere avd there

and



| The Epiftle
amd o beere s if not there s
andfo with thee as if with
wone clfe wwonderon[ly givirg
bimfe'fe all to everyone,
= if hewere aéd but o ome
fo that if vhe exprefsions
may be borne withall, heess
finitly snfnite, andinfinitly
finite heis immoveably me>
evable, & mewveably smme.
" weable jthe AGtive andibe
Pujiive , the veceiver and
thereceived.becaufe he b4
is infnitly abeverh ¢ pmakes
himfelfe to bee 1o shee whab
b icsnthee and makes thee
to be what thou art 11 hiss,
> he chathes’ himfelfe with
flefb,reafon, feree,sand the
Jorme and natwre of a fers
want




To theReader
vamtwhoyet is above alb
and Lm over alf | thss is &
-bf'/? 154 b 174 “}”Vﬂ who
ean beare s i, m l[ay wnto
shee Reader ,sf God grve un.
30 thee,a [cingeye er #1-

» ;taﬁ. dsng bear? 19 vead
{this antber im zﬂ;e/pirt‘t
Gf/f i and trath | thefe
ings will bee m/z:r cnd
onere facile to thee which is
Jm defive. which be defiveth
Jor #hee who is & lover of
Mec 4.8 by wth of lefws.

G. R.

D
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lel now lay open unto you my dea

1

ed Brethren , what I had before
L concerning the eafine Ie of mi-
{ Divinity,for I Judge you whom I
w to be led with a ze \ly of @od wor-
have this treafure opened unto yotr,
-ecious and moﬂ feuittul l
y who on=
ofelfe to
word from above , and utte-
at according to your capacity, ¥
may expound thofc vonders which are
aled above :md beyond the tight of
fence,reafon .'m undur‘*zndix.; 1 And X
W\I “r“;(\{\ (o) 11 erthe anau lmph dﬂd
ordinary manner to bring you experi-
mentally into:the moft mrud darknéfle
where while you fhall be kumg and pere
anut;) the pre fence of the unaj vpumhﬁ
able light, every one of you (} mu attempt
n the beft man ! hat God fhall give you
Jeave continually to come neerer and
meerer and here b) a moft fweet morfell
soforetaft that fupper of eternall happie
mefle; whereunto we are called inthe word

ofife by the Golpell of Chrilk blefied

fox CYELOKC, A
INE

reve




To theReader
Vawtwhoyet is above all
and Leyd over al | this 75 4
JHSIYJ atd bhayd [aving  whe
6an beare it , yet 1[ay nnto
thee Reader. sf God grve .
$o.thie,a [cing eye , and un-
des flanding heart 19 read 4
and this antber im the [pirit
of lich: and trath | thefe

thinas will bee eafier and

wmere facile to thee whick is
the defire. which be defiveth
Jor.shec who is « lover of -
Yace i dhe byt of iefas,

- G. R. .

et
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AN
INT ROD¥VCTION

Will now lay open unto you my dearly
beloved Brethren , what ¥ had before
romifcd concerning the eafinefle of mi-
fticall Divinity,for I Judge you whom I
know to be led with a zeale “of &@od wor-
thy o have this treafure opencd unto yoir,
though very precious and moft fruitfull :
Rut firft T befeech the Almighty who on=
v can exprefie and declare him{elfe to
give me his word from above , and utte=

rance that according to your capacity, I
mdy expound thof¢ wonders which are
revealed above and’ beyond 'the Gght of
fence,reafon and underftanding s And &
will endeavous afier the moft imple and
ordinary manner to bring you experi-
mentally intothe moft facred darknéfle
where while you fhall be feeling and per=
aivms' the -prelence of the unapproach-
able light, every one of you (hall artempt
anthe beft man that God fhall give you
Jeave continually ro come neerer and
mecrerand here by a moft fiveer morfell
goforetaft that fupper of cternall happis
aefle, whereunto we are called in the word

of iife by the Golpell of Chrift blefied
for cvermores AR
T THE




THE PREFACE.

O F allthe meanss whereby I ean an-
deavent after the mawner of men
te lift you wp to divine thing s, 7 bold it
beft ta doe it by o fimilitude; Bus a-
mongR humane wores | I found wo 1-
Wage more’fr axd convenimt for our
putpofe thentbe Image af oxe thas [ees
il thing s, where though theve bee every
where great fiove , yer lealt you [hoxld
faileinthe practife whieh regnives (uch
A [encible fignre, (end your charity [ueh
® Table as 1 sould bave for .the.prefent,
$oniaining 4 P.iiure of exe that loskes

everywaywhich 1 callthe Image of God -

(mans ) This you [bal fafeninfome
place, for example on o Northwall, and
¥hen fbaliall you Brethven famd abous
i, alittle diftance from it 5 and. looke
Kponit, and every one of you Jball figde
by exporiemce, that from whar place (o>
everbelooke: wpou the (ame i1 Poalifeem
that mone but bimfelfe alone is feene or
doeked wpon by the Piftwre, and thas

Rrother that fands on the eaft fde of ity .

will ‘imagine that the face loskes ex
wierdly a: him only | (o bee that fands
8% the foxth. fide will; think it loskes
Jontherly, and be ox “the weft wefterly;
wdnd . f you will wonder kow it cax
e that it flould loog upow you all » a4
- Gvey aneof yon w enec,for the imagine-

sigu

4




The Preface.

giam of bim thar fands in tbe zaf caw-
_ .mok conceive tbe Pi&tnre looking am) e
«gher way samely to the wefl o the fouth,
Then let the Brother whick was in the
Eaft place bim[clfe intheweft , and bee
 fhall perceive the coumtenance Fxedon
Bims inthe wef as it was before, whex
32 swac in the Eaft end becau(e ke knows
the Pifiure toba fixed and xnmeved, be
wwill admire the shange of.the unchange=
shicoauntenance , Asd if fxing biseye
, o the Imuge be walketh from the weft
_othe Eaff be will finds that the eye of
_she Pifure gocs somtinnally along with
. Bim , and if from the Eafi be retwrne
vothe meft, it will in like mammer wet
far(ake bim 5 and be will wonder bow i8
“swas unmpveably moved ,Neither Poall
Bis.imagination be able to conceive bow
#t [houl polfibly be moved with axether
shas weer s bim,and goes with a contra-
vy metion, Andf for further trywil, bee
- amapes big Brasber laoking Rillupon the
\Image,ge framgbe Eaft to the Ve,
whilf bim[elfe at the fame sime goes
fromthe Ve[t to the Eaf, snd meeting
foim ask bim if the eye or fight of the Pi~
Wre go along with bim, and foall beara
¢hatit deth fo (rboughit go along with
bimfelfe too)bewill beleeve bim, and if
. Defomid on blarua him e wonle i
r 3 o * ’




The Preface.
Pioink it pofsibe, and [o by bis Brothers
velation,and telling bim hewill come a2
length to kwew that the countenance
ofthe Pifiura - ascompanies .all men
shougl they go contrary wayes.

Hee fhall therofove fnde by experience
that thas immoveable face is [o meved
tothe Eaft , that it is at the fame tire
Lkewife woved tothe V'7eft, andfo te
the Sonth,that isit likewife moved ta
the North, and [0 to one place that it
ts alfo moved to all places,and fo relates
fo enemotion, that it velates to all at one
and whillt bee cunfiders bow that vi-
Jegefor[akes wo man | hee fees likewife
bawittakes [o dilligent care of evariy
one,and [eemestoob(erve bim wins loks
wpon it,fe particularly a5 if-it task care
for %o body elfe,in (e much that it caunor
be concesved by binw-whows i+ bebglds
baw it foould tooke efter any body elfs)
And be fhall further: perccive bows it
sakes as particalar wotice of the leafp
Creature,as it doth of the greateft , and
of thewhale aniverfe, ;

Nav» [romthis (eufible appearance 1y
prrpefeis to ift wp you my meft belowed

Brethrem,by & cerraine prat¥ife of Bewse

Fioz wnto miflicall diwinity, whex 1 [hall

bave premifid three thisgs messfiry

Brreiey TEE
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Viﬁon ofGoci

T bat the perfeFion of appearance

#s versfied of themofs per-
feli GOD.

CuarTer L

> Y Ere in the firft placewer
H muft {uppofe ehar nothing
canappeare about the (i Gnt

of the Image of God but that it

s much more teuelyitiche fight
B “or




"he Vifiow of God.
or vifion of God, for Ged which
1s the héizht'of all perfetion,and
greater chen can beethoughtis;
called :8¢G- in the Greek becaule
he fees and beholds all things.
Therefore ifapainred face can
appeare in an Image,as if it look-
-ed wpon all things, .and every
:thing at once, certainely this be-
ing oftlie pericition of ight can.
not’ lefle-truely’ agree wiro the
zruth, than it deth apparentlyto
-the fmage orappearance : For if
-one fight bee in us mere fharpe
and quick than another,and fcarle
dilcerning  the ‘things . that 4re
:meer, and anorher difcerning the
&hings that are far off, and reach-
ing -therohjelt quickly, and ano-
aherflowly there can be no doubt
bug thar:theabfluce fight (from -
which is, sl the fight-of things
that fee) excells all che fharpnes,
dwifimefle, and firength of a | that
a&uaily gioc fee, -or that can bee
wnade o (ee. For




The Vipon of God, ‘g

‘For if I ‘looke’ te fight in the
abftra® which I have inmy mind
freefromall'eyes ind ©rgans and
confider how that abftratted fight
in his eontradted being, namely
as they that fee, doefeeby thae
‘fight is contraled unte’timeéto
‘the feverall parts'or clytnites of
the world, to fingwlar and indivi=
‘tuall objeéts; & to all ‘éthér fuch
like conditions , ‘and thae fight in
the abfifatt is oniche ether fideas
"“much arawneaway freed, acquit-
“ed, and abfolved frém thofe con-
“dirtons- Then I very wellunder«
ftand cthar ir is not of the effence
‘of fight o refpeét orlooke upoh
-one object more théh another,al-
‘theugh it infeparable dccompasty
fight, 'in 'the contrated being
thereof, that whilft ic looks upon
one thing it cannét locke’ upoh
anether, or “abfolurely upon all
‘things. But God as he'is thettae
uncomsa®ed fight - er feeing’is

. B2 moe




The Wifion of God.
pot leffe than may by che: under-
Randing be conceived of theab-
fractfight but beyond all prepe=
€iors mere petfelt,wherefore the
appearance of fight in the Pidture
<apnot fo well.as the eonceipr ap.
preach or come neere the heighe
©" the excelency of abfolute vi-
{Gonor fight,and conlequently it
15.10 whit.to be doubred but chae
whatfoever appeares i -that
Image is excellently and perfeitly
4n the.abfolute fight.

That abfoluse fighs comprebends il
: manxer of fecing,
CHAP. 2,

YOw -thon muft after thefe
things underftand that ghe

i: varied in chings that fee,accor- -
ding .to the varietie of the con-
eractien thereof for cur fight fol.
loweth the affeQions of ihe Or-
gaus and the minde, therefore
: fome




TheVipion of God $

{fome one man locke now levings
lyand chearfully, by anaby fadly
and angerly one while childifblys
thenmanly, afterwards fecionfly
and agedi;. But fight freedfrofa
all;, centra&ion dothat ence and
altogether comprehend all and
every manner of feeing,as being
the moft-adequate meafirre and
true examplar of all fight . for
without abiolute fight, there can
be no contra&ted fight. and ablos
lute fight comprehends in it feife
all manners of feeing. and {2l
that cyery one, and yet remaines
uteerly free and abfolute from all
varietie, forinabfolute fightare
all'the manners of contraditions
of -feeing uncentractedly ;- Fox
every contradiction is in the ab-
folute, for abfolure fight 15 a con-
tradiction of contradiftions it
being an incontradtible contra-
di&ien ; - Thertore a moft fimple
con talion Gevseides, oris the

W3 {ame




é be Vifion of God.
fame with an abfo'ure And wiche
ont contraction no thing is con-
srated ' fe.abfolute vifienor fee-
img is in every fight, baganfeeve.
¥y contratted freing is by ir, and
cannot be at all withowt it.

Thas the things which are fpoken o
affirmed of God dee wop differ
rf‘[{ . 7

GH A P;' 30‘

Nter next into:a ferious cone
sfideration how-all things tha
are {aid or affirmed of Godcan.
not really diffes,. becaule o/ the
highe(t and mof} perfect fimplici-
tie of him, thoughwe in diverie
refpets aflcribe divers names and
Atetibutes untohim : Bue God .
being the ablolure reafon, or be.
ing of all formall reafons com li=
cateth, or foldeth up in himfelfe
all zealous; wherenpon we agee;-

bute




7'he P55 of God, 7
bute unto God. feeing, hearing,
talting, fmelling touching, fence,
reafons and nnderftanding and
fuch like, according to thefeve-
rall reafons of the ﬁgniﬁcation of
every word, yer in bim feeing is
not another diftiné thing from
hearing, rafting, touching, tmel-
ling, and underftanding,and foall
Divinityis faid te be put inacit--
cle, becanfe ane of his Attribuges
is aflirmed of another. Andfor
God to havea thing is forhimto
be that thing,ox his having is his
being his moving is his tanding,
his ranning is his refting, andin
like manner 2ll his other Artri-
bistes, fo tha: aithongh we aferibe -
unto hitmsmoving in one refped,
and ftanding in another. yet be-
caule heéis the abfolute reafonin
whichall alrerity ot othernefie is
wnitie’ of onenefle and all-divers -
firie 'is Toencitie or felfe fame=
neffe+ Therefore that diverfitie

B4~ of




of-reafons or formality. ( aswee
conceive d'verfity , which is nort
Tdentity it felfe ) canuce beein
Ged.,

That Gods Vifion or ﬁgbt is called
bis providence | bus Grace,
Eterm[l!:ﬁ,.

CHAP. 4.

./ Nto the Image of Ged ap,

' W preaeh thou now my Bro.
ther, that giveft thy felfe tocon.
remplacion., And, firft place thy
lelfe in.the Eaft , then in the
Scuth and laitly in the Welt. And
becaufe the fighe or eye of the
Pi&tore looks upon thee every
where alike, & forfakés chee nog
whetherfoever thoy goeft, thou
{hale be thereby firred up unto |
{peculatien and preveked to fay,
Lord,in this Image of thee doe

1 now behold thy providence by
3 cerraine fencible €xperience,,
; ' for
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for.if thou forfakeft not mee who
amthe moft bafe and vile cf al
things, certainely thou wilt ne-
ver be wanting toany thing. For
fo arcchou prelent to all things:,
and every thing asunto all-things
and every thing is prefent to.that
being without which they caf=
not- beyand fo artthon the abfo-
lute being of .allthings , prefent
to each thing, as if thou teokeft
no care for any thing elfe. And
this comes to paffe becaufe there
is- nethingbut prefers § ts owne
being befete any thing elfe , and
the manner of its being toall o=
ther manners of being,and fo de=
fends ics owne being, that ic bad
rather- the being of all other
2nings fheuld goe. to ruine and
difttustion than its.owne..:Fot
fo doft thou:O-Lord looke npon
evety thing that is;that it cannet
be concervedt by all, -hat is, that
thon halt. any . care cther. then

Bs that




Xa Th-Vifiim of God ;
that that only thing mighe be in
the beft manner that it can pefe
fibly be, and thatall other things
that are may ferve only to the in-.
rentehar that which thou looke®
upon may be after the bef man.
Ber. .

* Thou O Lord deft not faffer
‘meby any imaginaticn to con,
ceive thar thou . loveft any thing
cife befides mee more than my
felfe fecing thine eye is never of
from me alene, And becan(e there
the eye is where the love is,there.
ferc do J finde thou loveft mee,
becanfe thine eyes are alwayes
molt, ariencively mpen me thy
hfvmc':

Lord thy feeing is loving.con-
fequently as thy fight regardes
and lookes upon mee ,fo arren-
uively that iz never tusnes je felfe
fromme, fo thy love; And be-
caufe thy love is alwayes with
mee , and thy leye is ne other
' : thing .




The Vifoon of God 1
thing thes thy felfe that lovelt
mee, therefore thon art alvayes
withmee. Le-d thou forfakeft
me not, theu preferreft me on e-
very fide,as ¢aking moft dilligent
careofme; Thy being O Lord
forfakes.nor my being, who am
only fo far forth as thou arcwith
me : And thy feeing being thy
being; therefore I am becanfe
theu leokeft upon me, And if
thou hide thy countenance from
me, I fhali not {ab/ift: But I know
that thy. feeing. is, that greate®
geednefle which.cannot bur com.
municate it felfe to every thing
capable. Therefore can(t thcune-
vesforfake me®aslcng as J am
capable of thee. Tome then it
belongs as muchas J canto be-
come: more and more capable
of thee continually. : And'I know
the capacicy. which makes 3 uni-
on is nothing buz likenefle ,and
all incapacicy proceeds from nn-
libcocley - © K
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If] therefore make my felfeby
allpoflible ‘meaves like to thy
Goodnetle, according tothe de<
grees of likenefle. I thallbe ca-
pable of the eruth, thow haft gi:
venme Q Lord a being, and thae
ficha one as may ‘continnally
make it {elfe ‘more capable of thy
goodnefle, and this power which
[ have from thee wherein 1 hould
the lively Image ofthe power of
thy omnipotency,is thai free will
by “which I may either en-
large or reftraine the capacity of
thy grace,enlarge it 11ay by cen,
formaty when I ftrive to be good
becaufe thou art goed, jult be-
‘¢anfe thow art jult,2ad mercifull,
becaufe thon arr mercifull 'when
all my endeaveur is turned to
nothing butthee, becanfe all thy
‘endeavour is tutned to me when
T looke moft ateéntive'y to thee
alene, and pever tucne away the
eyes of my minde., becavie thou
e ' embraceft
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embracel me  wich continualk :
{ight, whenL turne my love o, .
thee alone ;. who being love , art
turned to me a lone.
And Lord what is my life, bus
thofe. embraces whereby.  the
{iveetnefle of the love doth {oa-
moroufly compaffe me, 1.love
my life exceedingly,becaufe theu
art the fiveetnefle of my life.
I now behold asin a Glaffein
an Image, ina fhadow eternall
[ife becaufe it. is nothingels but
that blefled vifion whereby thon
never ceafet to fee and looke
upon me. moft levingly, even to
the inmoft of my foule. . And thy
feeing 1s er in, theeto feeis nO-
thing. elfe but to quicken mee
continually te fend unto me the
molt {ivect love of thee, by the
fending of that. love to. inflame
me to the love ofthee, by iufla-
ming to feed me, by feeding mee -
to {etmy defires on fire, by fire-
i




The Pifionof God
ing my defires to give therr drisfk
ofthe dew ‘of gladneffe , and by
giving them drinke to fendunto
e 2 fountaine of Water ,and by
fendingthacte increafe and per-
petuate it; and: to communicate
this immorrallity | to give mee
the never fading: glory of thig
heavenly, high and greate(t King-
dome , and to make me partaXer
of that inheritance which is only
thy fennes, and to appeint me 2z,
pofieffien of thar erermall felicia
Where there is the Garden of al]
delights that can be defired than
which ehere ¢an nothing berrer
aither be ‘devifed by Man or
Angell or be byany manner of

being,for iris the abfolute oreae.

nefle of . every rationali efire
than which 3 gKeater cannor be,

That
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Thar: the vifien. of Ged iz called
kismsercy. bismotion and
gperation,

C(H A p- 5': 2

EVcr infinite isthemultitude

of thy fivectneffe which thow
hatt laid up for them that love
thee for it 1s an inexplicable trea-
 fure of gladnetle mett full of joy,
Toraft that thy fiveerncficis by
an experimentall teuch t© appre-
hend and te lay, hold spom the
{weernefie of ail dilectable thrngs
intheir principall, or beginning, .
It is te reach or atraine natethe -
reafon and - formallicy of all de-
fizable things in chy wifdeme, 10
_ fee therefore the abfelute pealon
or formatity which is the realof
eeformalicy of 3l things, is ne-
thing els but to taft.thee O Ged,
in the minde: becaufe, show 3. .
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fiveetnefle i felfe | the being of
life and underftsnding, .

Thy feeing O Lord what is'ie
otherwhen theu lookeft:upon me
with che eye of pitty , then that
thow art feene by me ? In. feeing
mee thou® gived thy felfe to be
feene by me which arr 4 hiddes
@».invifible God. No man can fee
thee butas farre forth as thoy gie
vel thy felfe tobe feene ; nejther
is thy being feene any thing elfe
but that theu e him that deeth -
thee.

Ifeein thisthy Imige., how
Prone and ready theu art O Logd
to fhew thy face'to ai] that feeke
thee for- thow “never -fhutteft
thine eyes, nor- feyer turneft
them any ether Way-' And. al-
thongh I turne my felfe away
fromthee. when Fturne my felfe
wholly toany other thing ; yet
ferall thisthen changeft no¢ thy
€ye;nor thy countenance,.

§ 3
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Ifcheu do looke upon mewita 44 < | |
the eye of grace. Jam the caufe o ‘
thereof , becaufe I am divided
from thee by tutning.my felfe o
{fome other thing which J prefer
before thee,yet deoft n: e tiou fox
all this whelly wrne thy [lfe
from me. but thy-merey follaw-
eth me, if at any time I would
returne to thee thag I may be cas
pable of grace.
For that thou lookeft not up=
cnme,is becaufe I looke notupe
on thee,bug refufe and contemng
thee. ' :
O infinite pietie, how unhappy
is every finner that forfaketh thee
the forntaine of Life ,and. feek~
eth et theein thy feife butin
that which in it felfe is-nerhing,
. and fo had ftill beenifthou hadé
not called -t omt of mothing?
How mad is he who {eekech thee
thac artgoodnefie,and - whilit hee
{eeketh, chee goeth - back from
the &
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thee,and ruenes away his eyes
forevery one thar feoks, feckes
nothing but good , and hee that
fecketh good and goes back from
thee, goes back from that which
e feckes. !
Therefore every finner goes 2-.
ficay from thee, and wanders far-
ther off, but when hee returnes
te thee then withou: delay mee.
teft him , and before hee lookes -

back to thee,thou with 2 Father.

ly affetion catleth uponhim- the i

eyes of thy mercy, neither is thy
mercy any ching bur chy foei ng,
Therefore thy metey followeth
€very man as longas hee Jiveth
whetherfoever he goeth', asehy
fight 'never - forfakes any mane
And aslong a5 a map Jives thou .
ceale(t not to follow him and by
fiveet and internall admonicions
to ftiree-him uproceafs rom his
€rrors  and to beturned to thee
thac hee may live happily. Thou

Lord
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- Lordart the Companion of my
 pilgramage whitherfocver I goe,
| thy eyesare alwayes ippn: mce,
' And thy.feeing is thy moving),
| therefore theu art- moved with

me, and cealeft not from meotien
. asleng as I am moved.. If1 reft,
. ¢cheu are with me alfo, if Tafcend
i thew affendeft. if 1defcend thom .
. difcendeft, whither/oever I rune
. my felfechonart prefenc.

Neither doft thom. forfake me

" inthe time of tribulatien , as. eft-
 as I callupon thee thowarvneere.
. fortocall mpon thee is toturne
- my felfeto thee, and thon canft
. net bewanting to him char turns .
~ himfelfe to thee, neirher can any .
man, be wrned to. thee -cxcept.
firft thonbe prefent., for excepe .
v thou wert prefent and diddeft fol,
. ligit me, I fhould net know thee -
ata'l and then- how fhould I be -

turned to. thee whom I did not -
know
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Shone \“.'f\

know ::Thou art therefore my
God'that feeft all things, And for
thee to fee is to woske, therefore
thou workeft all things  Not un-
Yous, therefore O Lord . unot unte

#s. but wntethy grear name which-

#8:0-; doe I'fing eternallglor
rie. for Thave nnthing that thea
doft nor give seither could I'hold
thac: which then 'giveft except
thou thy felfe dideft keep it thou
therfore minifirelt all things un-
tome, thou art the I ord powers
full, and pititull which giveft all
things - then takeft ‘care’ of -aif
thing thou arc the difpencer thae
difpenceft , thon preferveft afl
things, And all thefe things doft
thou which, are: blefled for.evers
more: work by thy only.and mog
Amplefight and beholding.

g
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©Ff the [eeing fuce, to face or the
[feeing of Gods fuse.

LCHAP..6.

Ight gratious Lordand God,

J\ the longer I looke upon the
counerance - the more fharply it
doth feeme-unto meethat thow
bendeft the edge of thine eyes
towards. mee. And tuy lcoking
“upon me makes me.confide’ how
t 1is Jmage of thyface istherfore
thas fent bly figurd, becaute aface
cculd not be painted witheur co-
lour nor is cclour without quak-
tity : Bur I fee not with thofe
flebly eyes that beholds this thy
“PRi&ure bat with the eyes of my
»minde,and underftandmng the in-
evitable truth of thy face which is

" here teprefentedby a contracted
fl.adow whichzrue face of thine

is free from all contradionyfor it
> 18




The Vifion of God,
‘is'neither fubjeét ro quantity nop
ualitie;nor time nor p'ace being
‘the ab.olure forme waich is the
-face of faces.
When I confidet cherfore how
‘that face is ehe truth 2nd moft ads

-equate meafare of allfaces, Tam"

amazed at it; for the face which is
the truth of all faces is not finb-
Jedt: to quantitie, - therefore nei-
ther greateruicr leffe,yec it isnot
equall toany one becante it hath
‘no quancity, bueis abfelure and
fuperexalted, It is-therefore the
trath, which isequality exernpt
from alkquantity, So theréfore,
I comprehend that thy face, O
"Leed goes before every face for.
mable and is the exemplaty truth
of all faces, andthat all faccs are
‘the Images of thy Irconcra&tible

‘and imparticipable face,
.- Theretore, every face ‘thiar cdn
behold thy fage fees nothing @-
‘ther ot diverfefrom ic telfe, be-
:  canfe
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canfe it fees its own eruch, orche
teuth of it felfe. Now the exems-
plar tru:h cannot bee other or di-
verfe, but:thefe things are acci-

dents to the Image in asmuch as
1it'is not: the true: examplar; As
therefore whilft Ileok upon this
painted facefrom the Eaft it ap~
peares to looke upon mee,fo alio,
And in like manner if from the
Weft or South, it {eemes gccor-
dingly.to lecke wpon me, And

*howicever I change my face or
pofture, the face feemes ftillto be
turned: towards mee ; So is'thy
face turned to altthe:faces that
behold thee.

Thy fight O Lord isthy face he
therefore that beholdeth *thee
withanamyable face fhall finde

* no- other, but thav thy face looks
aymeably ‘upcn himr, ‘and how
muchmoteaymeably he fhall ftu-
-die to looke uponithee fo much
‘mese aymeably (hall he finde t_;h?

v - face




2 TheVifion of God.
face-towards him : i“ee that fhall:
lookupon thee angerly fhal like-
wife finde thy-face fuch rowards
him -and fo hee thar leckes upon
thee cheerfully. For as this flefha
ly eye looking through aRedde
Glaflz -or Greene Glafle thinke
all -t {fees of the fame colour {o

‘every eye of the minde that-is

muflled up in coneradtion, and
paflion, mdgeth thee thar art che
objet of the mindaccordingto
the nature of contrattion | and
paffion; Man can judge but iike
a man, for whes a man Actributs
aface unto thee. be feekes not for
it cut of the(latitude of the) fpe-
€ies ornature of men becaufe his
Judgement is- contradted within
beneath humane nature and i in
jdging exceeds not the paffion 4
of this contra&tion : So ifa Lion
hould afcribe thee a face, hee |
would give thee none bur a Lions
fece,ah Oxe an Oxes;an Eaglean
Eagies. O 1
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S © Lord h 10w, 2dmirable is thy
facewhich ita young man thould
ccnceve ,».he wen id lnagine it
young, if an old -manjaged , ifa
manmanly, wlic conld cenceive
this only examplaror patrerne of
allfacesmoft true , and moft‘ad.
equate to be {6 ofall 1 faces as that
1t is; nevertheiele of every one,
and {e perfedtly of every one, as
if itwerefo of none other | cers
tainly he muft needs -ont goe and
pafle beyond all formes and fi.
gures'ot all formable faces; ' And
how ceould hee ebnceive a face
when he muft cranfcend all faces,
and all likenefle,and figures of 2 1
facr’s and al conceptions that can
nade of 2 facé,and all Col lour,
Om.amcm and béauty of all fa=
ces; . Therefore who{o faine would
iec thy face,ias fona as hee con-
ceives . any thmw ac all is farre
from the hoht of it for every pef.
fible coneepuon cf'a face is lefle

rhen
LIICH
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then chy face, O Lord , and -every
beauty and fairenefle which can
be imagined is leffe- than thy
beauty , every other face hath
beauty but is not beauty it feife,
but thy face O Lord hath beaury,
and chis having, it is to be itsthere
fore it is abfolute beauty , which
: 38 the forme that gives, being o

. every beauteous ferme.

O face moft comely,whofe bu-

. 2y, all things that hath the happi-

:nefleto fee it are not fufficient 10

-admire. Inall faces is. the face of
alifaces feene "burunder.a veile

-or covering;& m a dark fhadow,
but revealed not , it is not feene
mntill abeve 2'l faces,we enter in-
g0 a fecret .and hidden filence,
where there is neither know. -
ledge, nor conception ofa face, 1
forchis Mift; Cloud, Darknefle,
er ignorance;into which the fee-
ker of thy face enters when hee
fmonnts 3l knowledge, and i

cen-
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< comception is thac beneach which
the face cannot be feene , other-
wife thenunder a veile, but the
mift ic felfe reveals that thereis
thy face above all veiles or Cove-
rings. As our eye, Whiles ic feeks
to feethe light of the Sun yhich
is the face chereof,firft it beholds
jrunder a veile or Coverture in
¢che Stars in Coleurs , ind in‘all
things®chae . partake . ¢he lighe
thereof but when it firives to fee

" jcrevealedly , and manifefily, i
~rranfcends alivifible light becaufe
all fuch is leffe thanthat which he
fecketh , bur becaufe hee would
faine fee the light which hee can-
not fee,hee knowes this , thatas
long as hee fees any thing, it is
' “not that which he weuld fee and
* ‘eonfequently he muft go beyend
all vifible light, & hee thar would
{o tranfcend all light that may be
{eene, muft of neceffity enter in-
to thet which wants vifible lighe
% Ca whch
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avhichto the ‘eye is' (‘that I may
fofay)darknefle and when heeis
an that darkenefleor mift, then'if
_ hee know himielfe te be in the
: milt, he knewes himfelfe nowte
be cometo the face 6fthe Sunne;
for from the Excellency of the
light of the fun doth thacdarknes
; and mift in the eye proceed, and
by how ‘much he knowes" the
darknefle to be “steater, formuch
‘more truely doth hee in thacmift
attaine to the' invifible lighe ; fo !
» O Lord and no otherwife do'd
feeche unaproachiable Jight,beat
) sty -and thining of thy face maybe
without veileor fthadow approa-
«chedauro. :

chat =

-
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oy,

Wik, 3 is the fruit of the Vifion of
Gods face, and-how it weay-
behade:
CHAP. 7.
- Dmirableis that fiveetneffe
wherewith thoa now fee-
deft my Soule O-Lord, and fo
great thavit muft needs helpe it
{elfe by all meanes poffible.as well
swith thofethings whereof it hath
experience - in ‘this world, as by
thofe moftacceptable fimilitudes
which theu infpireft. For becaule
thou O Lord art that powet and
beginmung fromwhence althings,
and-thy facesthat power and be-
ginming drom- whence all faces
aregharavhich they arew  There-
fore I turne my felfe co this great
% taull Nut-Tree,and feek to fee
the prisciple: or fir® beginning
thereof , and I fee.with my feti-
Cs fible
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cible eye,that it is great ealbroad
fpread, Celoured, leaden mth
bonghs leaves, and Nates. The
by the eyes of my minde, I Iee
that that Tree was once inthe
teeds,yet not as I now beheld it;
bur wmmlly or in power, I dili-
gently confider the wenderfisll
vertue of that feed, inwhichthis
whole Ttee,and allthe nugrs, and
all the power and vetme ofthe
feed of thofe Nutts, and al] the
Trees that are potentially in the
vercue ot the feedes of‘rho fe nuts
ha ve binand I {ee that marpew er
isnot,nor ever Wil beinany rime
that can bemeafured by the mo-
tion of Heavenfuliy explicable,.
yet that pow r of thefeed though
licable is but consra &ed,
beca > ic hath 10 power other -
i in this particylar fpecesor -
LNIOTLS.
; ¢fhre (f‘ongh I fee the
Txee intheized, Teeip ionly in
: the
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the contracted power thereof ,
chen doe Iconfides © Lord the
feminarie vertue of alithe Trees
of divers fpeces, or forts con.
traéted unto every feveral fpeees,
and inthofe very feeds, Ifecthe
Trees in powes , I therefore I
would fee the abfolute or ab- -
firadted vercue and powver of ail !
<he vertues of thofe feeds; what
the vertue isiand what the prit=
ciple or beginaing that givesver~

" e toall feeds, Tmuft of necef-

fity goe beyond all feminall vie- -
tue which can be known ot con~

ceived,and enter. 1nto that T

ramce , whercin there rematites

nothing at all of the {eminall vera -
rueor vigour , abd then intbag
snilt I findea moft fiupendious
power, & whichmno powerwhich
canbe raught or imagined €an
approach unto Which 18 thezbe-
ginning,giving us being to every
vertueand powes feminall, and
1 C4. not
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not feminall, which abfolute and
fuper exalted vermue and power ,
fecing it gives ro every feminall
vermue fuch poweras corhplicates
and foulds wp inic felfe pctenti-
ally the Tree and:all things res
quired o a fencible Tree, and
which foliow the being thereof;
certainly then thap beginning |
and caufe mul a5 2 Cagje haye
complicitly and abfolutly -in it
felfe- wharfeever ip gives to the

effe®t thereof, andip I fee ‘thae s

thar virtue and power is,the face
or Patterneof every arborall
face and of every “fice where
I fee that Nar.cree not in its
contracted feminall vere ,and
pewer, butasin the Canfe and
making power of thae feminall
virtue. And confequently I fee
the Treeto be a cerraine explica.
ei0n efthe feminall power , and
the feed a cercaine explication of
the Almighty power ; AndiI fee

&

v
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that a3 the tree in the feed 18 not:
the tree . buc -the-power: of the
{eed,and that the power of the
feed. is iconr of which the Tree s
cxplicated or, unfoded; fo thae
thegz is nothing to be found 1n
the Tree ‘which. proceeds not
from the vertueof the fecd fo the
feminall vériue and pewver in s
caufe, which. 1s .che power of

porvers,is nogthe femival power,

but abfolute power.And o is the
Tree. inthee my God | thy felfe
my God,& in thee 1s it the truth
and exemp'ar Of pdtrerne of irs’
owne felfe, likewile; allo the feed
of the. Tree in theeis: the trahl
and.pagerneafinicifz both rree
and! {8ed thou, O xod art-the
reueh elre papernes ogacxemplar,
and ghat powes ovthedeed whicly
18 contgadtedyis' topoiver ofehid
nature of the{peces orderowhicit
is contractd te.the fpeees.and ™
inicasa contradtedsHerint

{ e

S
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But thou @ my God are abfolute
power, andtherefore the nature .
ofallpatwces,
O God whither. hatt thou.
bronght me that T thouldfee thy
abfolute face, to bee the narurall
face of all Datare, the face which
s the abfolgre Emitie of all be-
Ing, the are and knowledge of e=
very thing knowable. He theres
forethar fees thy face | feesall
things openly . ’ and there is ne-
thing hid unte him | He know.
cth alf things | he hath all things, .
O Lord which hath thee, he hath
Allhings that feethehee, for no
Man feech thee, burheethat hach
thee, no man commeth to thee,
becanfe thon ar unapproachable,
110 man therefore can take thee,
€xcepe thou give thy felfe unto
him hoyw havel thee O Lord thae
am not worthyto appeare in thy
ht2. How ean Ty prayercome .
8o ghee,that are by any meanes
¥ ~ mnzp.
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unzpproachable ? How (halll de.
fire thee for what is more abfurd
ther to defire that thou who are
allthings in all things thould(t
give thy felfeuntome, and bow
wilt thou give thy felfe nntome,
unleffe thou give thy feife with
all Heaven,and Earth, and all
things which are inthem.

Nay. how wilt thou-give thy
{e\fe unto me, except thou give -
give thy felfe unto me,and while

T thus reft in the filence:of Con-
templation, thou © Lord anfwe- -
reft within my heart, faymg be -
thow thine owne; and Jwill be
thine owne.

O Lord the fiveetneffe of all, !
fwveetnefle , thewhaft placed mee

inmy Liherty;that I may if I will -
be mine owne; Hereuponif I
henotmine owne, thou argsot -
mine, for then fhonldelt thoune
ceffitate libeatty,fecing thou canft
not be miney exeept I be mine

oOWne: o
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¢, Andbecaufe thon hatt puc.
thisin'my liberty, therefore doft
t9ou not neceffitate. but C\p\d‘
that Ithould cheofe to be mine:
owne the fault cherefore is in me, |
notmrh'mo Lord, which con-
traéte(t noe hy o"cau.l’t goodne
bat powreft itour moft pl i lentiful-
ly upen allithar are capable. ‘And
thou © Lord arcmy ooodneﬂc
and'how fhall I'bee mine ownc:
maeptm'\u O Lord thalt veach
mee.But this cthou regc‘mr me,
that fence thonld o! bey reafon
and réafon beare rule . If terC-
fore fence obey reafon Lam mine.
ewie, vcc hath reafen nothing to
direx het but thee O:Lordwhich
art the word: and the reafon of
rc.;ions.

Viiereupon 1 now fee thatif-T
heareithy “word -which ceafeth
notto fpeake ivvithin': me. and
which fhineth continnallyinreas
Jon, Tfhall bemine swa free, 258
not

O

e,
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notthe feryant of Sin, and thou ..
wile.be mine, and give me the
fight of thy face, and,chen [ {hall
be fafe, bleffed be thou O Ged in
thy guifts,which cnly.art able to
comfore my . foule, and ro erect
and quicken it up untoahope of
artaining and enjoying thee ;as
thine owne giftand the infinire
treafure of all defierable things,

How Gads feeing is bis loving,
Caufing , Reading, and Con-
taiming all tbings in

him felfe’..

O AP 8
'RF,(HP{I}: is mv heatt O Gad’

beceute thy love ‘hath infla-
med it with fuelyardesfre that It
~annot reft but in thee alote, I
began o pray the Lords Prayer,
and then infpiredtme to confi~
Tor how then areduar Father, Thy

Yrvrer
it 2550
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loving is thy feeing, thy Father.
hooa is thy feeing- which doth
fo fathesly embrace us all, for we
fay Our Father ; for thea art the
wniverfall and fingular Fathers -
Andevery one faying our Father, -
implyes that thy -Fatherly love
comprehends thy Sennes, all and
cvery one for a Father fo loyes -
allhis Chiidren,t**atbeIoves,eve-, :
Iyone,becaufehe is the Father of
allaswell as of every ome, ang
Joves every one ofhis Sofines fo .
that every one thinks. himfelfe .
preferred before ali the reft.
Iftherefore theu aer 2 Father , |
and Our Father furely the love
®fa Father to his Sonne preven-
teththe love of 2 Sonneto his
Father as long as we are thy fons
and looke upon thee gs {oones
thou ceafeft not to Jooke upon -
usas a Facber, - therefore : thoy
fhalt be ourfatherl_vpmveyo: hae .
¥ifig a Fatherly care or g g oy |
fecing is thy Providences . IF:.
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Ifwe thy fsues do abdicate -
thee Our.Father we ceafe tobe
{onnes,nor are wethen freefons
in our owne power ,but we goe. -
intoa farre Ceuntry, feparating
our felves from thee , and then
we undergoe a grieveus {lave-
ry. under a Prince which s
Enemy to thee O God:Bat thou
O Father though for the liberty
given us as being the fonnes of
thee which - art' libercy. it feltey
thou fiaffer ns to goeavay ar
fpend our liberty ,and beft {ub.
{tance after the cermupt defires
of our fences, Yet doft thou net -
foriake usuteerly , but art pre-
fent continually, follicitingus ,
fpeaking in us, and calling ws -
back to resurne to- thee,ready al-
wayes to leok upom as witch the
former fatherly eye, if we retur® .
and convert to thee.:

O Geiofpitty look me,

_who  being  pricke wi corﬂ-‘f B
: punction § ~
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punction, forche miferable fla-
very ofthe flippery filchineffe of
Swine,where I dyed for hunger,
Onow retrrne thae I may how-
foever it pleafeth thee,be"fed in
thy houle, feed nre with thy fighe
OsLerd, and teach me howthy
fight fees all that fees, and every
thing that may he. feen.g every
Actof feeing, and every feeing
POWeL 5. aud every power thar
may be: fEene ; and; cvery thing;
) thae ariferh .from them forthy
1 feeing is cauling. - Teachme O
} Lord how ar ene glanee thow de-
i {exwelt them 4]l together, 1nd fe-
‘I verally,when I open the Booke
é to..read:; I foc contuiedly. the
[ whole leafe .and if] will diftin.
gaifh. every'lerrer. and word, |
nfu(t of neceffiny turne my- folfe
Rafkicularly o CVEry.ong m -Or.
dery T cannot read byg nuedecter;
aker ainother, and one Lacafter
another but thau O Lord looke
"o 30d readefl alf 1 paperto- |

<

'

!
Ort oy
e
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gether without agy delay of time?
and iftwo of us read the fame
thing , one a pace, and the other
flowly, thou readeft with both,
and feemeft to read intime , be-
caufe thoa readeft yvith them
that read and feeft and readeft all
things together above time:

Thy feeing isthy reading, thou
frem erernity haft feene and read
togetherbeyond al delay of time;
all the Bookes which:have beerre
ormay be written , and at the
{ame inftant, theu readett them
fiscceffively with them that defe
read them neither doft thou read
one thing in eternity, and ano-
ther wich them that readintime;
but being alwayes the fame, and
after the fame manner , becanfe
thou art net changeables being
fixed Eternity , and eternity - in
thatit foriakes not, time feems
1o be moved with time ; aithoug
indecd motien and - cternity is
gelt,

Lord
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Lord thou feeft and haft eyes,
thou arr therefore an eye,becaufe
withtheeto haveis to be. and
forthis Caufe in thy felfe thou
feeft al{ things, for ifinme feeing
were the Eye,as it is in thee-my
God, then could I feeall things

1n my felfe, becaufe the eye js of -

the nature of Glaffe, and 3 glaffe
though never fo litcleyyill figura.
tively reprefent a great Moun-
tamne;and all things thar are in
the turface thereof, and o the
fpecies of all things are in a glaf-
Iy eye, yet becaufe our fight doth
not by meanes of the glafly eye
fee any thing bue tha - parcrcular:
whereunto it turnes jr felfe | be-
caufe the power thereof. cannor
bur be particularly determined
by the obje&, therefore it feeth
uot all things thar are contained
inthe Glafle of ¢he Eye, but thy
fight being an Eye yora living
Glafefeeths | things in it felfe,
fay

R
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nay being the Canic of all vifible
things, therefore 1t containes»
anc jees allthings in the Caufes
and reafon of all things that is
in-ic felfe.
Thy.eye O Lord proceedeth to
all things without turning, OWr
Eye wrneth it felfe tothe object,
becaufe our. fight feesby a cor-
ner that, hath quanticy but the
Corner of thy Eye O God hath
1o quantity,but 1s infinite being
a Circle nay an infinite Sphere:
for thy fight isan Eyeof infinite’
Sphericity ot reundnefle, a8
perfedtion, it feeth therefore all
things round about ani above,
and below, O how wonderfull is
thy fighe which is 8.6) God 10
a L tifat fearch fer it, How faire
and amiableto all that love thee,
How terrible to all thachave for.
(aken thee O my. Gods fosghion
by thy ight O Lord quicknc&
every fpixit, makelt glad €very

ont
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one that is bleffed, and putteft to

flight all forrow:looke therefore
mercifully - fipon’ mée and my

foule is fafe,
Bow the fight of God is both nuis

verfall and Particulzy siand
what is the way..

therete
/ CHAP o,
ﬁ‘ Eare Lord, I cannor but
4

wonder how (feeing they
lookett upon 4y » and every. ope
as this  painted Image which
behold, figures out unre me) in
thy vifive or feeing powver, the
Vhniverfzl] conicides with the
fingular: Bue chen | wondet thae
Ticreiore my' imagination: con.
Ceives not hew this may be dene,
Ceanle it is in my - owne vifive
Powerthat I feeke for thy Vifion

Whichis not contrated 1o a fem
fible

/

VP Yo
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) - <
" fible Organ as mine is,and thef=

ore am I deceivedin my judge-
metse, Thyfeeing O Lord is thy
oftence. 1f therefore I lookeco
humanity “which * is ene and
fimplein-allmen; I finde it both
in all and every man, “And al-
though in‘it felfe it bee: neither
Ealterly; nor Wedfterly ; nor
Southerly, ot Northerly; yet in
Eaflerly men it is'in the Eaft,
and in the Welterly menin the
Weft and fo though moetion and
reft be ot of the effence of hu=
manity, yerit is “nioved with
men that move,and refteth vwith
them that reft, andit’ ftandeth
with themthat ftand al-together
at oneand the fame inftanc; be<
canfe whether rien move or ‘be
siot movedwlrether they-fleepe
ot et humanity- forfakes ot
men. Wheseupon if this nature
of humanity,which is contrated
and no where  found -without
meR
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mean; I€] fay chac be f0,chat ivbe
not more prefent to one man
than another, and be & perfeltly
prefent to one as if it were pie-
{entto. none other, much more
deeply then thall humanity ‘in.
contra@ed(which is the pattern
and Idea of this- contradted na-
ture,and which is -as the forme .
and the truch'of this contradted
-formie of humanity ) never for-
“ake humanity conrraGed in the
Individialls , for it is' the torm
“which gives being unco the for..
mall pature it felfe.: Therefore
camnot. the fpecificall forme be
Witheut itavhen asby it felfe, i;
th no being,for it is from thag

which is by it felfe before which
‘there is nene other,

Therefore that farme which
sives being ro the fpecies | is an
eblolnte terme and thar art thon

'O God,which art the formerof
Heavenand cacth and gl things.

When

§
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, ~ When cherefore Ilooke to the
;. contracted humanity, & chrongh
that to abfolute hwmanity . that
is , {eeing inthe contrated the
abfolute as in the effe&t the caufe
andin the tenth the Pacterne ;
- then meeteft theu mee my God
as the {amplar or patcerne of all
men. and manby himfelfe that
1 -is abfolute.
And when likewife in all 8-
ther fpectes and kindes I turne
'+ my felfe to the formie of formes,
_in all thefe doft thou eccuxTe, K
.prefent thy felfe’, as the Idea or
-Samwplar. And becaufe thou art
-an abfelute or moft {ample-fam-~
plar or patterne ,'taon art not
~ compounded of many Samplars,
but act oue moft fample and ab-
- folute famplar, o that of all and
. every thing that can be formed,
thom art the moft crue and ade-~
quat famplar. Therefote ‘thon

acx the effence of cflences, 81V 19;30
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tocontralted eflences 1o b2 that
which they are: for withonr thee
QO Lord rothing ean be : Ifthen
£y eflence peirce all things, thy
fight muft needs do fo teo,being
thy-eflenee,

As therefore none of - the
things that are, can flye from
their proper ‘being ; f6 neither
from thy effence | which gives |
being to the efienice o al things,
and fo by donfequence not from
thy fight neither, Therefore
thou O Lord feeft all thing{1nd
every: particular tegether , and
thou art moved withall things
that are moved & flandet {till
Avith-all things that (tand i}l
& in almuch as there zre things
found which are moved ; when
iother things fan4 (il therefire
thou O Lord ffandc} ftill | -and
are-moved both ar ence ; forif

#motion and reft be ‘both found

<together atthe fame time, con-
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traftad in divers things, and no-

thingcan be befides'or without

thee,then there is neither 'mo-

rion ner reft withont thee, bue

unte every one of themall art

thou prefent O Lord , tegether
- and at onee, and to each of them
wholly and yetthou artneither
meved nor refteth , becanfe thom
art faperexalted and abfelute or
free from all thofe things which
<an neither be named or con-
”ceived. Thou flandeft therefore,
¢ and chou goeft, and yer thow
I peither ftandeft nor goeft,and
! thac this painted face fhewsmee
| full well, for if I be moved, the
\ face thereof appeareth to bemo-
! ved, becau fe it forfakes me nec:
i And if whilft I move ,another
i2hat beholds the face ftand, ‘fiil
| the countenance likewife forfa<
- keth nothim, bue ftands {1ill wich
' him that flands. Yet¢an it not
-preperly agree to an abfchue
D face
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face o fight that is freed from
thefe refpets, either to {tand ot
be moved in thatit is aboveall
fiation or motion,in moft fimple
and abfolure infinity after or be-
neath which infinity, 1s motion
and relt, and oppofitien , and
whatfoever canbe fzid or con.
ceived.

Whereupon I finde by expe-
gience,hew it is neceflary for me
toenter themift,andto admiuce
the eovicidence cf oppolites a-
bove all capacity ofreafon, and
there to feek the truch where I
meet with impoffibility, anda«
bove that the higheft intelleStu
all alcent , when I{hall come to
that whichis unknowne to eve-

-ty unde-flanding,and which eve-

ry underftanding judgeth fac-
thelt off from truth ; there art
theu O my God which art ablo.
lute neceflity.

And by how mnch more thae
miftie °
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miftyimpoflibility is known to
be more dark . and impofiible.fo
much the more doth necefliy
thine and is the more unvayled.
ly prefent and deawes neere.

» Wherefore, I thatk thee O
my God ,-becaufe theu theweft
mee thereis no other way of
comming unto thee, but that
which {eemeth to allmen, even
the moft learned Philofophers
atterly unacceflible’, and im-

““poffible becaufe thewhaft fhewn

- mee that thou canft not ‘elfe~

wherebe feene , than when Im-

offibility meets and croffes me,

And-thou. © Lord which art the

feod of firong men., haft anima-=

ted meto do violence to mine
owne fclfe, to beleeve, becanfe,
¢ Impoflibiiity coincident with
neceffitate. A¥d 6 1 have found
the place where theuwilt reveaa
ledly be found, which place is in-
. vironed with Coincidence of
3 D32 Con-
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Contradi®ories ; which is the
wall of that Paradice wherein
thou dwelleft,whofe gate is kept
by ameft high fpirit of reafen,
and if that be net evercome , the
entry will not be opemed. Be-
yond . the Coincidence of con-
gradictories, therefore thouwile
or maieft bee feene, but not on
this fide of it.

If therefore impeffibility bee
neceflity in thy fight © Letd ,
thenthere is nothing that thy
fight doth net fee.

How Godus foene beyond the coin.
cidence sf cowrradifories
and hew feeing is

being,

CHAP. 16
T Read God, I fland before

A7 the image of thy face,whieh

X Tooke npon with my fenciiie
eyes
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eyes, and with my ineternall
eyes, I labour to behold that
trnth “which is  fignified in
thee, and it comes into my
minde O. Lord, how thy feeing
fpeakes.for thy fpeaking is no-
thing elfe but thy fight, being
they do not really difter in thee,
which art abfolate fimplicity it
felfe. Then I do clearely finde by
experience, that thou feeft all
things regether, and every thing

= feverally: for I my felfe whend

T

Preach at one and the fame time,
fpeake one word to the whele
Church affemb'ed together, and
to every onc that 1s amongh
them, and in that word which I
fprake toall, 1 fpeak to every
one, That which the Church is
to mee, that unto thee O Lérd is
the whole world, and every par-
ticalar Creature that is or can be,
fo therefore tho1 fpeakeft toat
3 : 9
everyone, and thefe things
D3 )
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towhich thou fpeakeft thoufeelt
O Lerd, which art the chiefeft
eonfolation of all that truft in
thee thou infpireft me to praife
thee from the contemplation of
my felfe, for thowhaft givenmee
one face as thou pleafeft,and that
isfeene generally,and particu~
latly, vo all to whom I preach,my
owne faceis therefore feene by
all.andmy fimple fpeech is who-
Iy heard byalland every one, but
J cannot diftintly heareall them
{peaking tegether, but one after
one: nor diltinQly fee them
altygether, but one after one,
yet if there were in mee fo
great power | that hearing and
, eing heard fhold coincident and
{ beallone, and feeing, and being
feeney as alfo fpeaking, . and hea-
§ ring ( as inthee O Lor d'which
4 art the Highet power )thenl
i

e

T e A

N

} could both heare andfee allae
ence;and every one in pattica’at

hY ,
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by themfelves , andas T could
fpeak toevery one inparticulat,

at once, {o inthe fame inltast,
while I {peake, I cou'd fee and
heare the anfivers ofall and eve-

v ryone, Now thenas being pla-
ced inthe Doore of the coinci-
dence of oppofites, which:the
Angell keepeth in the entrance

of Paradice, I begin'to fee thee

O Lord forthonart therewhese

to fpeake,to heareto fee to taft,

to touch, to reafon,to know, and

to underftand, are all the fame
thing and where {ecing coinci-

des which being {eene and heat.

ing with being heard,and rafting
with being tafted and teuching,
with being touched, and fpea-
king with hearing , and creating

v with fpeaking. I I couldfeeas
I am vafiblz or to be feene; I were
nota Creausre , and if thouO
Lord fhouldft not {ee as thou are
to be feene thou wert notr Ged
Almighty, theaart Vilible nmro
D4 all
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all Creatutes and feeft 21l for in
that thou feeft all ;theu arefeene
cofall | otherwile they could nes
be Creatures , becaufe by thy vi-
fion they are. And if they (hould
not fee thee, feeing they conld
not take from thee their being ;
the being of the Creature is thy
fecing and being feene,

Thou fpeakeft bychy word to
all things that are, and calleft to
bring the things that arener,
Thou calleft therefere chat they
may heare thee when they heare
thee then theyare, when there-
fore tacn fpeakef(t, thou fpeakeft
to alithings , and all chingsto-
whom theu fpeakeft heare thee.
Thou fpeakeft to the Eatth, and
calleft ie to humane nature | 2nd
the Eareth heareth thee, and its
hearing is to be made man Thou
fpeakeit unto nothing | as ific
were {emething , and nothing
heares thee,becaufe it wwas made
femething, which was nething.
O
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O infinite pewer, thy concela.
ving is to {peak,thou conceiveft
Heaven,and it is as thou concea-
veltthou conceiveft Earth | and
itis as then conceiveft , while
thou conceivelt, thou feeft, and
fpeakelt,and werke and whatfo-
ever canbe faid. But how wons
derfull art theu O my God,thou
fpeakeft once ; then conceivelt
once how then art thou althings
together, but fuccefively many
things , how are fo many divers
things from one conception,
thou enlightneft me that am mips
cn the Threftheuld of the Deote;
by relling me thatthy concepti-
on is moft fimple erernity ivfelfe
andthere is nothing can peflibly
be dene after moft (imple eterni.
ty, for infinit dnratiom which
15 eternity ic felfe , imeladeth ,
and’  comprehendeth  all. fuc™
ceffion: Therefore whatfoever
appeates upto us in'ficeelien, is -
Py © mot!
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mot dfter thy ‘conceprion which
1s p:erm:yfor thy ong¢ cand only
comceprion which is thyword,

cemplicaves, & mfouldsallthmgs
and everyperticular; andthy E=
gernall wordcannot be mansfold
noe-diverfe not variabié ; 'nop
¢hangeable,  becaufe ic' isfimple
Erernity.

So I fee. O Ecrd, <thar there is
no-thing after rhv conceprion ;
bueall ehings are becanie chou
conceaveft them  and thou con-
ceaveft them in Ecernitie, and
fuceeffron 1a Evernitie; is Ecers
micie it felfewithone fucceflion;
even thy word O Lerd God:
Thow: haft no fooner conceaved
amy thing rhat appeates nnto s,
zemperally than it 1s : for Everni-
eie 1 whigh thou conecavett all
Iempofaﬂ }UCCCWDI] Cf)lﬂk,lde\ in
the fame now or.in(tant of Eter-

witie; hothing canthere be palt or
80 come, where 50 come and
paf¢
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paft coincides with theprefent s:
But that things in this world ace
according to before and afier, is
becaufe theu dideft not befcre
conceave thofe things that they
¢ fhould bee, if thewhadelt fooner
conceived them;they had {ooner
bin, but in whofe ccnéeprion fos
ever there can fall firit,and later;.
that hee can firlt conceave one
thing, and after another, hee is
not Almighey, but becanfe thew
art God Almig':ty thouareiviths
v in the Walle in Paradice : .And
that Walle isthat:Coincidence,
where after ccincides with bas
fore,or 'atcer;with firt where the
end caincides with the begin-
ng, where 4/fa and Omega sre
the fame, -
yr-  Things therefore arealwayes
becaufe thou fpeakeft that they
may be, and they,are net befere
becaufethion fpeake@ not before,
and:




- The Vifion of God,

and when I read that Adam was
before {omany yeares, and that
fach a one was borneto day, It
feemes to mee unpeflible chat
seddam (honldbeethen, becanle
thou then would(t; and the other
borne to day, becaufe theu now
wouldft ; And yer-theudidft noe
will: «dazs to beefooner; than
theu weuldeft him that was born
today, but thar which feems im-
poffible is meceflity itfelfe, for-
now.& then are after or beneache
thy werd, Therefore they meete
with him that cemes to thee in
the Wall which invirons the
place where thou dwelleft in Co-
incidence; For now and then co-
incides in the cirele of the Wall
of Paradice : Bur thewmy Ged
artand fpeakeft beyond now and
then; which are abfolute Eter-
nxie,
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How in. God fuccefsian of time £3.
j«nc without [wecefiion,

L 4 GHAP. 12,

O My God, I have experi.
ence of thy geodnes which
art fo facre from difpifing mee 2

e iferable finner, That thou on

the ocher fide doft fiveetly feede

me ywith acertaindeiire or long-

ing, for thou haft infpired into
mee a moft welcome imilitade,

as touching the wunitic of .the
mentall word or concepticn, and

the variety therofin thele things

that appeate fucceflively : For the
fimple conception of a moft per=

g fe& Clock lcades me amore fee-
ling and favoury fight of thy con-
¢eption and wosd, for the fmple
conception of a cleeke, compli-
cates Of wraps up all tam ora#fl
eel-
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facceflion, And put cafe thata
Clocke bee a concep:ion, then
though we hearethe found of the
6th houre, belere the 7th, . yer
the 7¢th is not heard, but when
the concep‘ion commands, neis
ther is 6th fooner in conception,
then the 7th or8ch, but inthe
fimple conception of a Clocke,
there is no houre before or after
another, althoughthe Ciock ne-
ver ftrike bue when the concep-
tion bids ¢ And it may be truely
faid when the Clecke firikes fix,
that then the Clocke firikes fix;
becaue thé cenceprion of the
Mafler wilhave it fo,and becaufe
a Clock in the conception of God
1s a conception it may a litile ap-
peare how fucéetfionin a Clocke
is without fucceflionina word or
conception and how in that mof
fimple conception are folded up
all. motions and founds . and
whatfoeves: we find infucceflion,

and
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and tharwhatfoever happens fiwc~
ceffively doth not by any meanes

exceed the conception, but isam
explication of the conception be-

caufe the conception gives being

to every thing : And that there-
fore nothing is fooner: chan 1o

comes to pafie becanfeie-was nog
fooner conceaved than it might

be ; Suppofe then a conception
of a Clocke tobe Eternity, and

thenthe metion ia the Clocke is

to be facceion: therefore eternis

tie doth both, infold; and unfold

fucceffion; for the conception of
a-Clock whichis Eternitys doth

both complicate and explicateall

thirigs.

Bleffed bee then thetefore O
Lord myGed. which feedeft and
nouritheft me with the mitke of
fimilitndes, untillthon give mee
fironger mear+ Liead me O Lord
©od by thefe pathies.to thee, for
except thowdead me; 1 fhall faint

o AT oS
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by the way, becaufe of the fraif-
ty of my cerruptible nature, and
(Ke foelith Veilell which I beare
about mee: I returne agaime in
coinfidence of thy help,0 Lord to
finde thec beyond the wall of
¢onfidence, complicatien, and
explication, and as Igoe inand
ont by this doer ef thy word and.
conception, I'finde moft fiveete
pafture and foode, when! finde
thee explicating thy power, I goe
out, when I find thee both com-
plicating, and explicating ; I goe
in and out, I goe in from the
Creatares, to thee thou Creator;
from the effe to the canfe, 1 go
out from the Crearor to the crea.
tures,from the caufe to the effedt,

I goe both in ard our together,.

whew' T fee how going out is go-
ing in; and geing in at the fame
inftant going out, As hee that
munbreth deth at the Gme time,
boch explicae and complicate,ex.

plicate

£~
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Plicate the power of uniry,and

complicate number into unitie,

Forthe creatures going out from

thee, is tor thee to enter into the

Creature, and to explicate is to

complicate, And when I fee thee

God in Paradice , incempafled

chere within the wall of the coina

fidence of cemtraries, I {eethar

thou doft neither complicate nor

exp'icate disjuntively nor cops-

latively; Fer disjun&ion and

communjon are both a like, the

wall of coinfidence s beyond

which thon art ablolute and free-
frem all that canbe eithes faid or-
thoughe.
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That where the invifible is
[eene, ehe unereated
is created..

CHAP. 12,

Rownof my joy and happi-
nefle thowhaft appeared un.

to me,{fomrimes as invifible from
every creature, becaufe thou art
2 God fecrer andhidden, and in-4
finite, and infinite is incompre-
henfible by any manner of com-
prehenfion, Then thon appearedft
tomeeas vifib'eto all things, for
every thing is {o far forth as thou
feeft ir': and that could not hee
in a%; exceprit did fee thee, for
vifion: gives being, becanfe it is
thy Effence; So thou my God
are vifible,and invifible chou arr,
invifible as theu art, and thou art
vifible as the creatureis, which
{o
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fe farre forth is as it fees thee,by
every thing that fees, inevery
thing thac may belcene, and in
every aé of {eeing art thon feen,
which art invifible, and abfolute,
and free from all fuch things,and
infinitely fuperexalted; There-
fore O Lord I muft leap over the
Wall of invifible vifion where
thou art found, and the Wall is
all things, and nothing bcthto=
gether, and thou which meeteft
or appeareft to us as though thou
wertall things,and nothing atal
both tegecher, dwelleft within
that high Wall which nowit can
by its owu power ever be able ta
climbe.

Semetimes thou appeare(t un~
to mee, fo that I imaginethou
feeft all things inchy felfe, like
living Glaffe, in which all things
fhine, and becanfe thy fecing is
thy knowing, thenit comesinto
wny mindethar thoudoft not_fels

al.
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alfo things in thy felfe as ina li-
ving Glafle, for then thy know-
ledg thouldarife from the things:
Sometimes thou prefente®t thy
felfe to mee, that thoufeeft all
things in thy felfe, as power or
vertue, by looking upon it felfe,
As the power or poffibility of the
feed of 3 Tree,if it fhould looke

inte.and beheld it felfe, would in:

it felfe fee the Tree in pawer;be-
caufe the vertue of the feede is
petentially the Tree, and then a.
gaine, me thinkes that thou dof
not fee thy felfe, and all things in
thy felfe, as power or poflibility,
for 1o feea Tree in the power of
the vertue, differs from that vifi.
en by which the Treeis feene in
a&, and then I finde how thy in.
finite vertue or power is beyond
all fpecwlar and feminall vertue,
and beyond the coincidence, ra.
diation or refleion of the caufe,
and alfe the thing cauled, and

that

w7




The Vifou of God 69

that that abfolute vertue is abfo.
lute vifien, which is perfection
it felfe, above allmanner of fee-
ing: for all the manners which
explaine the perfection of fecing

. are witheut any manners , thy
Vifion which is thy Eflence, Q
my God.

But {nffer moft mercifull Lord
that I thy vild Creature may yet
{peake unto thee ; If thy feeing
be thy.creating , and thow feeft

* nothing but thy felfe , but thy
{ele art the objedof thy felfe,
(for thou art both the thing fee-
ing and the chings feene, andthe
2& of feeing,how then doft thow
creat other things from thee,
for thou feemett to creat thy felfe
a8 thou feelt thy feife, But thou

~ comforteft mee Qlife of my fpi~
rit,foralthough I meet with the
wall of abfurdicy, which is of the!
Coincidence of creating and be-
ine created 5ias thongh it were
e "& : gﬁ)pomblc
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mpoffiblechat creating and be-
ing created thould coincide (for
t0 admit chis , feemes to be as if
one fhould affirme, thata thing
is befere it 15 for when it creates
it .i5,- and becanfe it is creared
it1s ot )yes it hinders not | for
thy creating is thy being, neither
Is itany other things at once to
create,and o be created, chan ro
communicate thy being unto all
things; that thou maieft bee all
things'in all things, and yet re-
maine abfolute tromall things,
for te call to being things that
are not, is to communicate; be-
ingto. nothing » fote callis to -
create, to communicare i's 1o bee
created. And beyond this Gein..
cidence of crearing and bein
ereated , are thou God abfolure
andinfinite neither crearing sor ;
i poffibility of being created

>

although they are all thar they
are, becgule thou arr,
% ©

P
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O thou heighes of riches, how
;incompze‘n:nﬁblc arr thou , as
Jong-as 1 conceiye a Creator,
creating, [am yet on this fide
thewali of Paradice, fo aslong
as I cenceive a Ceeater in poffi-
bility of being created, 1 have
not yet entred , but am in the
wallbut when I {ee thee as abfo-
late infinite whereunto neicher
the name of a Creator creating,
nor of a Creator in poffibility of
<being created can agree; then I
begimme to fee thee revealedly,
and to enter into the Garden-
of delights , becaufe theu artne
fuch thing as canbe faid or con-
ceived but infinitly and abjolutly
fuper-exalted abeve - all fach
things. Thouart not therfore on-

>y 2 Creator, butinfinitly reore

&

thena Creator , thoughwith-
out thee nothingis dene,or can
be dene : To thee bee praifeand
glory for eves and everydmen.

’ That
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That God sy feene abfolute ’

”!_ﬁﬂiffo

CHAP. 13

EouLord God , theu helpe
ofthem that feeke thee, I
{ee thee inthe Garden of Para- |
dife , and I know not whatl
fee,for 7 fee nothing vifible,enly
this I know, that I know not -
what I fee, nor ever can know it, I
¢ name thee I cannor, becaufe I |
i knewnct what then arts Andif
‘ any man fay thou art named by
this orthat name, inasmoch as |
‘ fhe nameth thee, 1 know thaticis |
i not thy name,_for every terme of ¥
' the manner of fignifications of ‘.
hame- is a8 Wall, beyond whichT - '

fecthee.
And if any man expreffe any.
eoncepc'gp, by which thou mayit

f
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be cenceived , I know tharcon-
ceptien 1snot the conception of
thee, for every conception i ter.
minated in the Wall of Paradife;
And if any man exprefle any fi.
militadeandfay that * according
therennto: thon arc tobe cona
ceived. I know likewife that fi-
militude is not thynes foe ifany

" man declase any underftanding

ofthee ,*as 'thoygh hee would
give'a meanes to-underfand
thee, thisman is yet farte from
thee,for from all thefe | art thom
feperated by a moft high Walk
This Waill {eperates' thee from
all things that can bee faid ‘ot
thoughe ; for thou art dbfolure
from all things that can fall into
any mans conception, T herefore
when I am highet of 3l -Jifréd
upstheti I fee thee hfinity, there-
fore art thow inaceeflible incom-
prchcnﬁble;unnameable_, unmul-
tiplizble, and invifibleafd o hee

E ®.  that
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thacwill afeend te thee:muft get
up above every terme and end
and things, finite. But how fhall
he come unto thee , the end
whereat hee aimeth, ifhee muft
aflend above theend, Heethat
mounts up above the end ,.doth
he not enter inro thae which is
indeterminate,and confufed,and
fo inregardef the mnderflanding,

into. ignorance and obfcumy,
which are intelle@uall confafion;
The underflanding muft therc-
fore l)CCul’nCl"hOfanI and bee
placedin the fhadow if ic would
fee thee, But O .my God what is
thisi ignerance of the mnqen%an.
ding,is 1t net a .learned igno-
rance, therefore canft net thou
O Ged be approached unto, as

being infinjte, but by him whole q”

underQanding is in 1ghosance;
and namely {sch a eacas Lnows
himfelfero be ignorantofichee s
How cag the underz”randmg con-

. - gelve

t
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ecive thee which art infinitie ;
The nderftanding kncwes ir
felfe ignoranc,and thac theu canft
not be cenceived , becaufe thom
art Infimitie. For to underftand
Infinitie, is to comprehend thae
which is incomprehenfible,
Theunderftanding knowes ie
felfe ignorant of thee - becaufe it
knows theu canft not be known |
unlefle that which is unknowable
beknown,and the invifible feen,
or the inacceflible approached
unto. Thoumy Ged are abfolure
Infinitie,which I feeto bean in-
finite end but I can not ceticeive
how an end theuld bee’ asi¢nd
without.an end. Thon O Ged
artthe end of thy felfe, becaufe
thow art whatfoever thou haft, if
thou haft an end thouare ari end;
Thou art therefore an -infinite
end becaufe thou are the end -of
thy felt.for thy end is thy eflence;
the effenceof the end is ot de-

E2 fCImie
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rermined or limited in another
end, but in it felfe the end there.
fore whichis theend or bound
ofic felfe is infinite. And every
end which is not theend of -it
felfeis a finice end, thou O Lord
; becaufe theu art the bound that
boundeft. all things , therefore
i art theu the end or bound wher.
i of there is no end or bound, and
fo the bound without bound ,or |
f infinite bound which paffeth all |
: reafon, for i¢ foulds.a Congra- ¥
diltion. ‘
‘When therefore 1 affirme.a
boundlefle beund or an infinice
end, [admit.darkmefleze belight,
ignerance; knoledge , -and thas
which is impeffible to be necel-
fary, or of neeefliry; And becanfe
yve admit -that there is a bound =
of that which is bousded , wee

-

i rult neceffartly admit of am ip- |

4 &nice or laft end-or bound wich- |
sut abousd, but we camnor but

ad- ¥
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admit infinite being, therefore
we cannot but admit the infinge
Confequently we admit the Co,
incidence cf centraries, above
which is the infinite,, And thac
Coincidence is a contradiftion
without a ccntradiftien ,as an
end withont end.

And thou O Lerd fift unto
me that as alterity ip unity 18
withent alterity, becaufe it 1s u.
nity,fo contragiétion in Infinitie
is'wichwut contradiétion,becaule
Infinitie. Infinirie is Gmaplicity
it felfe but contradition cannos
bewithout alterity , yet alterity
infimplicity 1s witheut alterari.
on.‘becaufe it is fimplicity , for
all things that are faid are affic=
medof ablolute firoplicitie, coing
cide.orare the fame withit, be-
canfe there tc havéyis to be , the
eppofition of oppofites, is their
oppofition withont oppofition,as

the end or bend-of things infinit
E3 15+
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is no end erbound wielfout end
or bound,

Thon therefore O God art the
oppofition of oppofites, becaufe
thow arr infinite , and becanfe
thou are infinite, then art infinice
it felfe: In infinity is oppe-
fition sfoppofites withont Oppe-
firion.

O Lord my God, the firength
ofthe weake I lee thee to be in-
finity it felfe, thegefore te thee,
there is nothing other et diverfe
or contrary, anc adverfe for hee
that is inkinite doth mor fufter
with himfelfe any alteriry, be-
caufe(being infimity ) there is no
thing befides or withont it , for
abfolute infinite . includes and
#nvicons all things. Therefore
ifthere were infinite and fome-
thing befides 1t,it were not jufi
nite nor any thing elfe, for infi-
mite cannot be either greater or
leffe, therefore thereis nothing

be-

"
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befides or beyond it , for if infi-
nitie did not , inchade withinit
felfzal being it were not infinite’
And if there were no infinite,
then were there noend or bound
noralteritie nor diverfitie,which
without alterity of bands and
termes cannot be Infinite; there=
fore being raken away, there re-
maineth nothing,there is there-
fore infinitie, and it complicates
all things, as nething canbe be-
fides it, and hereupon hete is
nething other,ordiver{s unto it,
Infinitie therefore is fo - all
things that it is none of them
all.

’fo Infinity therefore ,there
eanno name agree, fer every
namemay have a contrary, buc
to unmameable Infinitie, there
can be nothing contrary,neithex
is Infinitie the whole,wherean-
to is oppofed a partsnor can it be
aparrjnor can Infinicie be great,

E4 or
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ot little,nor any thiag which can
be named, neicher in heaven ot
1mearth,above all thefe is Infinie
tic, Infinitie is to-nothing either
great or lefle;or equall,

But while I confider Infinitie
neither tobe grearer not lefle to

any thing imaginable, I fayitis. -

themeafure of all things being

ueithergreater nor iefie. And fo -

Fconceive it the equalitie of be-
ing.fuchan equality is Infinitie,
yetrs it Bot fo.equalirie, a5 ine-

<Y

=2

quality oppofed uireo it,but there -

equalitie is inequalitie, for ine. .

qualitie in Infnitie is-withont
inequalitie becaufe it is Infinitie,
fo equality in Infinity 1s infinity,
Iafimty equality,is an end with-
out end s whereupon thengh it
be neitlier greater nor-leffe yet
is it not equality y as contraSed
equality 15 undetfiood |, bueir is
infinite equality , which is nor
capable of mere er lefle, and fo it

18 :;
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is not more equall co one then
toanother, but fo equall to one
that to all, and fo o allthat to
none of al'y for that which is in-
finite isnet contra&able;butre-
maines abfolute | if it were con-
trattab’eby Infinity,it were not
infinice : It is not therefore con-
traltable to the equality of the
finite although it be pot equall
to any thing , for how fhonld in-
equality agree with the infinite,
whereunto agreeth neithermore
nor lefle. -

Therefore that which ‘is infi.
nite is neither greater nor leffe;
nor inequall to any thing imas
gimable and yetit 1s not, there=
fore equall to that whichis infi
nite, becanfe it is above évery
finitething to wit, by it felfe rhat
which isinfinite then is it nfrer=
ly‘abfolute,and incontra&able.

How high art thou O'Lord a.
bove al, things and with 3l hew °

: Ey humble
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humble,becanfe in all things & If
infinitie were contraétible to any
thing nominable, as a line, ora
furface,or a ipecies, or kinde, it
would draw .to it. feife that
whereunto it were contraéted,
and ic implies thatthe infinitie
thould bee conttadtible , forit
thould not be eontraded, but at-
eract; for if I fay that the infinite
iscontratted to a Line , as when
I {ay an infinire Line; then'is the
Line artracted or drawne to that
which is infinicie, for a line cea-
fethtobe a line when ichath ne
quantite @ end , aninfinite line
is nota line but a line in infinite
1s mfinite : And as nothing can
be added ro that whichis infi-
nitey fo the infinite camnet bee
sontralted nnte any thing , o
make it other then infinite, inf.
aite goodneffe is not goodnefle
butinfinite, infinite quantitie is
met: quantity but infiniry,and fo
“nallthings.. Thou

Ny -
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Then art a great God of whole
greameﬁcthcm fsnoend; and
therefore I feethee, the unmeas
furable meafure of all things , as
the infinite end of all things.
Thou art therefore O Lord
without beginning and-gnd, be-
caufe. infinite , thow art the be-
gmnm”wuhouc beginning, and
the end without end, andfo rhe
benh ning thag the end and o
the c‘*i (uat the b. gintimg | and
neither benmnmo ner end . bt
aboye thém both even abiolutc

Infinitie it felfe blefled for ever.
MOre, _ ; ‘

R
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Hop God complicaterh or infol-
dech al things withous
ﬂzrfrit]o

CHAP T

O Lord God by the infinie-
Prefle of thy mescy 1 fee
thou art infinitie incompafling
all things, There .is therefore
nochig withour thee ', bt all
things in thee’, nothing that is
another thing frem thee : Thou
teacheft me O Lord how alteri.
&y which is pot inthee;isnot
hkewife in it felfe, meither €an it
be,mox doth thacaleerity which is
wot 18 thee,canfe that one Crea-
tare is different from another,
although indeed one be not the
other, fér the Heaven is not the
Earth,though is be trae that the
Heaven is the Heaven, and the
Eareh che Easth..

£ I
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T¢I therfefore fecke for alterie
siewhicli‘is neithierw ithin thee: =
nor withont thee, where fhall
I finde-it, and if there be nofuch
thing,how then is the eatth ano-
thet: Creature then the heavens,
for without aleeritie this camnet
be conceived ; but thou fpeakeft
in me O Lord and faift that ofals
terity thereis no. pofitive prin-
ciple or beginning, and fo it 13
not, for how thonld alterity be
without ‘beginning: ; €X€Cpt it
felfe were a beginning; and Infi-
nity; Bat alterity 1s mot the
principle of being, for it is-called
alterity of mot being, for becaufe
one thing it net anothel there-
fore it is called Alzernms OF a=
aother alterity therefere camnnt
be the principle of being, becanie
it sfo ‘called frem * 8oL beingy
neither - hath it principle’
being when it isapt from be.
ings
Thesefose

I./' £
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T herefore s not alteritie any
thing but that Heaven is. not
Eareh,ic is becaufe Heaven is ot
ipfinice 1t felfe which containeth
all being.

Wherenpon becanfe infinitie
is abfoluzenhnitie, it ‘comes ro
pafle that one thing cannor beg
ancther.

Asthe beiny of Soerates , in.
emdech all the beitg of Sucra.
tes. 10 ywhich fmple being of So.
ératesthere is noc alterity or din
verfity,for the being of Socrates.
ig the, individuall unity of 3l
things that are in Secrates fo thas
intbarone being is complicared
the being ofall things: which aig
' inSesrazes namely in the very
{ ndividuall Amplicitic ; where
there is nothing fonnd cther, or
divers: Bur in thar one.and opl
?xex:ng.au things which haye any
8eing bel-ongmg t0 Sacrates gre.
andare CXPliCa,[Cd yand wf[bout

R T
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or befides it they meither are nor
can be, although withall 1n that
mch imple being , theeye bee
nos the eare ,hor the head the
beact, and the fecirg is nothea-
rieg, er fence 1ealon, nordech
this happen cat of any principle
© alterity, but prefuppofing the
moft fimple being of Secratesie
comes to paffe thar the head is
not the feet, becanfe the head is
not the moft fimple being of Se-
erates, And therefore thebeing
thereof doth not imclude: the
whole being o1 Socrates.

And o Ifee(thon O Lozd gi-
ying me light ) that .becanfe the
fimple being cf Sooratesls alto-
gether incommaunicable, anad &g,
contra&able to the beingofany
Member whatfogver, shegsfore
she being of one Member is nop
the being of anether . but thgn
moft fimple being of Secrates; js
the beipg of all the Membess of

S?‘Jr"'&;w
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Socrates inwhich all the variety
and alceritie of being which is -
in the Members i fimple unity,
as the plurality of the formes of -
the parts is unity in thy forme
ofthe whele, o it is in fome forg
© Geod berweene thy being
which is abfoluly infinity , and
@'l thofe things that are, abfolut.
ly Iay, as the abfoluse forme'of

eing ofall contradted formes,
Theuce it is that the hand of Ss.
éraresbeing feparated from his
body,theugh after icbe cur off,
it be not any mere the hand of
Socrates; yet it remaines lil] in
fome being of Carkafe ,and that
is becaufe the forme cf Socrates
which gives being , doth not
give being fimply | ‘but 3 cop,
traéte dbein Damely the being
of Soerates | frem which the be,
ing of the hand is feparable, and
yetmay temainennder amocher

Hormee, but if the hang ¥ereonce

wholly

|
H
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wholly feparated frem the nn-
centrafted, being which is infle
nireand ab'olute, it would alto-
gether ceale to bee, breanfe it
were then feparated from all be-
ing.

Ithanke thee O Lordmy God,
who as far asI am able to con-

ceave largely , fheweltme how.

thou att Infinitie it felfe, compli=
cating and infolding the being
of 21l things inmag (impl power
which were not infinite, except
infinicly wnited , for power ARi~
ted is the fironger, Therefore
that power which 1is {o united
that it canuet bemore, is infinite
and omnipotent. Thou are God
Almighty. becaufe abfolute fim-
plisity,which 15 abfolute infinity.

?Ibﬁt ;.
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T hat altnall Infinitie is umtie 7
= whish the fignre is r
Veritie,

CHAP. 13.

R Egard thy fervant in mercy, |
,; Z Lord, theugh he be 3 feole, i
}" { fave from what theu granceft, |r
s that he may fpeak unto thee his L
t i <

Ifee icthis painted face the fi-
| gure of Infinitie, for the fight is |
indeterminate either to obje&
or place, and {0 infinite, for it is
hot more turnedto enechento
anether of them that loeke up-
onit, And although the fighe
thereefbe in it felfe infinite,yet <
it feemes te> bee terminated by
every one that lookes upon it,
i becaufe it looks upon every one
’ ehat lookes wpon itfo determi-

nately f
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nately, as thongh it lookes on
him alone and nothing elfe.

Thon feemeft therefore unto
me O Lord as poflibility and be-
ing abfolute and infinite for-
mable and dczerminable by every
forme for me for we fay that the
fermable poffibility of the matter
is infinite, becanfe it can mever be
finithea, but theu anlwerft in
mee,Q infinite light that abfe-
lute power, er poflibilitie is infi-
nity it felfe,which is beyend the
Wall of coincidence,wherepel-
fibility of being made Coincides
with poffibility of making where
power coincides with A&t matrer
although it bein power to infi-
nite formes, yet it cannot have
them all at once aétmally,but the
. power is terminated by eue, and
that removed by another.Ifthere
fore the (poffe ¢ffejmay be, efthe
satter fhonld coincide with the
A&, it would fo be power that it
would

S T T3 e
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would be at alfo ; and asit was
inpoewer to infinite formed, fo it
would be’ a&ually formed infi-
nitely. Now Infinitie in' a&rs
withonr alteritie, -and it cannot

be infinitie,bart it pauf beunitie; |
Thicre can not therefore be'linfis -

nite formes 1a A&, bur a&uall
infinity is ‘anicy. Thon therefore
O God whichare infinite it felfe,
are <hy felfe, one God, inwhich
Ifee allmaybe isina, for poffi
bility abfolure or free from all
pewer contradted to mateer or 2.
ay paflive power whatfoever is
abfolute being,for whatfeever is
In infinite being is the mof
fimple infinite it felfe y o to may
be allthings in the infinice be.
ing is thre infinice being ic felfe,
likewife alfo a&ually to becalt
things inthe infinite is the jnf-

nitebeimgic felfe; Wherefore -

tmhc ab['oli_atc may be, and the ah-
flute being in At in thee my

God. |

)
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God are . nothing but theu my
infinite God , thonmy God art
 allmay be.
The may be of the macter 18
materiall and {0 centradted , and
5 not ablolate , {0 the fenfible and
rationall may be is contradted,
but to bee altegether  uncon-
wacted coincides with fimply ab
folute, thatis infinite.
“When therefore thou my God
appeareftnato me as mateer for-
*mable,becan(e thon receiveltthe
forme of every one that behoids
thee, then thoa liftelt me up t@
fee how he that looks npon thee,
dothnet give thee forme, but in
thee hee beholds himfelfe » be-
caunfe from thee hee receives
that which hee is. And fo what
% thou fecmeft to receive fiom the
beholdes that thou giveft as be-
ing the living glafie of ererni-
gy whichis the forme of formes;
. Inwhich glaffe whilft one logkes
r hee
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hee fees his owne forme in the
forme of formes; which is the
glafle,and judgeth the forme
which hee fees in that plas so be
the figure ofhis forme ccaufeis |
isfo in materigl] pollift glaffe,
though-the'contrary thereof be
srue becanfethat which hee fees
mche Glaffe of eternity, is not
the figure but “the truth of thae
which himfelfe (che beholder) is
the figure. The fignre therefore
inthee in God'is trach and the
famplar orpatterne of alf and e-
very thing that is o¢ may be.

O Ged which art wonderfull
t0 every underfidhding,thou fee.
mefklometimes as if thoy werta
thadew, and thow arg light , For
when I {ee how according tomy
Change: the fight of thy PiQure-
feemes’ ehanged | thy ' face alfo
feemes chamged bacaufe thou
appedreft to me changed as if
thou werlt the hadow tha fol.

lowerh
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loweththe alceration of him that
walkeeh.But becaufe 1 am the 1i=
ving hadow,and thou the truth,
1 judgeby the change of the {ha-
dow thatthe truth is changed.
Thou therefore -0 my Gedare
the Mhadow, but fo that thonare
the rruch alfo,thou art the image
of me,and of every thing, but fo

' that thouart the exemplarand

pateerneallo.

© Lord Ged the enlighener of

* hearts,my face isa trye facey be.
caufe thou that art the truthhaft
givenit me, My face is alfo.an
Image, becanfe 1tfisinot the rruth

it felfe, but the Image of the aba
folute tuth cherefored de coms
plicateand infold in my conceps
tion the tugh-and the Image of

+ my face, and I fee thatinit;the
Imagecoindidesovith the factall

. truthfo that in as much, as-an

Imnage in fopmch itittwe. And

then thondhewed me O Lord,

¢ hew

¢
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heivaccording to the mutatien |

of my face,chy face is both chan- |

ged and urchanged, changed be-
caufe it forfakes notthe truch of
my face,nnchanged becaufe it fol
fowern net the change of the I.

mage : Wherefore-as thy face !

torfa‘es not the teach ofmy face,
fo it fellewes ner the changing
efan.-altecable Image, for abfo.
lute truch is unalterability , the
eruthrof my face is mueable |, be..
caufe it is fo, the truth that itis
alfo the Tmage, but thine is un.
changeable, becaufeitis {o an I
mage thac it isalio the truch: Ab-
folute Truth cannot forfakethe
eruch of my face for ific (hould
forfake it my face ‘whichis my.
table,truch conld not fubfift.
So doft thou feemeto mee O
God (becanfeof thine infinite
goodnefle) immutable , becaufa
thon forfakelt ‘nor-the murable
Creature,, bnt becaufe thow ace
! ablohuce

T T Ts——
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abfolute gosdncfic thou aft née
mutable, becanfe thou doft not
follew mutability , and thy
molt performed depth O God
that doft not forfake, and withall
deft not: follow the Creatures :
© inexplicable picty that offerefk
shy felf te him that beholds thee;
as if then toekeft being flom
him, and .comferte(tthy felfe re
him thar hee may love theethe
mere, by hew mere like to him
thou .art, for we cannet hate our
felves, therefore we love that
which participates and ‘accom-
panies ‘enr being , andwee ma<
brace our likeneffe, becaufe wea
are reprefented in the Image in
which we loveeur felves.

Thow fheweft thy felte O
God as our Crearure out of hu=
mility of thine infinite good-
nefle, that fo thou mayft craw us
unto thee ,for thon deft drav
us to thee by all meanes poflible,
thac a free seafonable Creature

F R
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.can be drawne by. Andin thee

O God Creating Ceincides;
which being created, for the I=
mage which feemes te be Crea-
ted by me is the unthehae crea-

zeth meesthat {oar length Imay !
underftand how much I .eught !
zo be bound unto thee, when in |

thee loving ,and being coin- |

cides.for 1f I oughbt.to love my
felfe inthee myfimilirude, and
then be efpecially bound unceic
when I feethee love mee asthy
Creature and Image  how cana
not that father love his fonue,
who is {fo 2 Sonne,that heisa
Fatheralio, And if he be much
tobeloved which isafonne in
eftimation and a father in know-
ledge, art ner thou moft of all
which in efimation exceede(t 2
fonae, and in kaewledgea Fas

ther.
Thou Ged wonldef? ¢har filialt
fove (heuld, confift in ,eﬂimaniun'
and

-
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and thouwilt be efleemed liker
then a fonne, and be knewne
m.ore intimate thana Father, be-
caufe thou arc love,complicating
and infolding , afivell filiall, as
paternall .delection. Be thou
therefore which art my fweete
love, my God blefled for ever-
mete.

- That God except heewere snfinite
condd not be theexnd of
onwr defires.

CHAP. 15.
OMy God the {ire ceaferh
not te burne , nor more
doth the love of defire which:is
carried towardsthee, which: art
- every defirable forme ; andthat
cruth whiclvin every defireis des
fired,wherefore fince IFhave bg-
gun frome thy tmelliflous gift
o talt thy ' incomprehenfible
F2a fiveernefle
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fweetneffe,which the more infi-
nite it appeares is fe much the
more welcombe unto me I fee
that for this caufe rheu O God
act unknowne. ¢o all Creatures
thac  in this moft facred igne-
rance, as in an in unmeafurable,
aud inrexhaaitible treafure , they
may have the greaterreft, for
much more joyfull is hee that
findes fach a treafure as hee
knowes is utterly innumerable
and infinitethen heethat findes
fuch a treafure as isbut finite,
and may be numbred. Hereupon
this moftdaecred ignoranceofthy
reatnefle is the moft defired
and lenged for foad of my under.
fanding, efpecially wien I finde
fuch atrealare in my field, and
theréfore the treafure is mine
mwne. - O. fountaine of riches
theu wilt bee cemprehended in
aty pofieflion. & yet remaine. in-
somprehenfible and iafinite be-
i emle




The Vifion of Gode 10t
cxufe thou ‘art the treafnre of
delights, whereof mo man can
Jefice an end; how fhonld the aps
petitedefire not being,fcr whes
ther the will defire net being riw
appetite cannet reft butis ca
ried into Infinitie.

Thoun delcendet O Lord
that t‘ on maift be comprehens
ded thou remainef Hnunmmc-
rabAc andmﬁmre and didefl thou
fiot remaine infinite thuucoma(%
not be the end of the defire, for
the intelle&uall defire .is not
carsied to that which canbee
greater-or more defireables; Bue
every thing on this uac mLII‘ﬁ-
nite may be greater .t rcmmme
end of the defire is infnite s
Thowthen Q( od :att ihfinitie
it felfe.which alone I-defite 1 alt
nyd‘ﬂru and the knowledge

whereof 1cam come no nearer

thanto knmvt ap itis infpue;

By hew much more incompre=

3 heniible
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fible, therefore I may compre-
hend thee-my God ; fo much
mote do I attaine unto thee be-
caufe I do the more atraine the
end of my defire, whatfoeyer
eherefore I meete withall thae
labours not to fhew thee in.
comprehenfible,thar I caft away,
besaufe it feduceth me.

My defire then is in thae whieh
leads me to: thee;, becanfe i ca.
fieth away all that is finite and
comprehenfible |, for in thefe it
c€annot reft, being by thy felfe
led unto thee, as the beginning
without beginsing , and the eng
without end. Therefore Is my
wefire led by the eternall begin,
ning(from whom it hath thar
isadefire ) tothe end withent

endand that is infinite ; That I
therefore 3 poere man thould:

not be contra®ed with thee my
Ged |, if I'had knowne com=
prehengbie Proceeds  frem

hence

T T TN S e
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henee, becanfe I am led by thee’
untothy felfe incomprehenfible
and infinite.

1 feethee O Lord my God in
a certaine mentall rapture, be-
caufe if thefight be not fatisfied
with feeing , nor the Earewith
hearing , then muchleffeis the
underftanding with underfiand-
ding : Thetefore that which it
underflandeth , doth not fatisfie
the under@anding, neither is it
‘the end thereef nor can that (o1
the other fide ) fatisfie itwhich
it underftandeth ner at. all  but
only that which it underftandeth
in mot underftanding, fer that
intelligible which it knoweth,
doth not fatisfie nor that which
it knoweth doth ner fatisfie, nor
-that which it kneweth not all bat
thatwhich it knowes fo-intelli-
gible thatit can never bee fully
underitood,that only can fatisfys-
As hee that bath an infatiable
Fa hunger
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unger cannot be fatisfied with :
a lirtle meate,nor yich thar meat] !
(cthough never fo much ) chathe

€amnetcome at; bur only with)
that meate which hee can both
come at, and which though hes f
continualy fivallew , yer canity’
never be all fivallowed, being*
fuchas in fival'ewing is nor dis "
minithed becaufe it is infinite| |

That God' canwer perfeélly beq |
- [feewe exerpr he be [eene I :
vnitytie , 07 axe in
three,

CHAP.17.

F Aire andamyable hapt chen

thewne thyfeife unte me Q. .

God that more thon canft no# !
be, for thon art infinitly lovely,
O my Ged thercfore thou canft
never be loved by any thing as
thouare worthy of iove buc. by
an
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an'infinite lover for except there
were an infinice lover, thou wert
net infinitly amiable, for thy ae
miablenefle which isto be ine
pofiibility of being infinitely lo-
ved, is becaufe there is a poffibi-
lity of loving' infinitely, from
which , and " the poffibility of
being - infinitely loved atri-
feth an infinite Beundof' love
ofthe infinite: lover, and the in~
finite amiable, and is not multi-
plicable.

Thou therefore “Ormy Ged
which art leve , art the Jove, lo=
ving,and the love amiable ,  and
the love which isbond of thelove
loving, & the love amiable; 1 fee
in theemy God a leve loving;
and a love amiable : And inthat
Ileeinthee a 1. loving love and
an-2. amiable love, I feethe 3:
bend of either loveyandthisis
nothingelfe butwhat I fee inthy
abfolute unity,in which I fee

Fs unis<
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ynitie  mniting a omity tha
may be united ;, and che union
of beth : And whatfoever I fee
in thee my God that then ait;
Thon art therefore that infinite
leve which without ¢he loving ,

and the amiable , she Bond |
ofboth cannot te me feeme na. |
turalland pecteét love , for how:

can I coneeive the moft perfedd
apd natarall lcve. wichour the
loving, and the amiable and the

union ef beth, for that love |

fhould be loving and amiable,
and the bond of both :1finde in
contraéted love thatitis of the
effence of perfeét love, And that
whishis ef the eflence of per-
feX contralted love, cannet bee
wanting to ablolute love. from
whence contralted love hath all
its perfetion , and how much
more fimple love is, fo much the
mere perfect,but -thon my God
aemaftperfedd, and fimple love
!hﬁICj
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 therefore theu are: to moft per-
 fe@ and fimple,and maturall el
t fenceoflove for hemce it follow-

t echehat in thee being love;three
t isnot one thing thar loves, and
another that is loved, and ane-
. ther that is the Bond of love bac
. the {ame even thou thyfelfe, O
i my God, becaufe therefore in!
! thee the lovely coincides with'
the loved, ##d is is all one o bee
. leved and to love, certainly the
bond et Ceincidence is an effen-
tiall Bond, fos chereis nothing
in theewhich is nor the eflence
it felfe: Therefore they which
fecme onto me tobeé three name.
ly the loving, thelovely ,and the
Bend are the moft fimple abfo<:
., late effence | therefure they are
not three but one. ’ :
That efience of thine O
Cod which appeates unto me’
to be moft fimple’/and (that {
may {0 fay) melt oneis not moft'
BERH PR
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ratwralland moft  perfedt with- |
out the things before named. .
_Theeffenc: therefore is three.
fould,and yet there are not. three
things in it becaufe iris moft
fimple.. The plurality therefore
ofthe three foremamed. is fo3 |
plurality,that ic.is neverchelefie
2 unity , and {o is the unity an.
aity,that it is alfoa plurality, the |
plurality of three isa plurality
withouta plurall mumber, for 3
plural number eannot be 2 Gmple {
unity becaufe it is a plurall num- |
ber.: Thexeis therefore no nu. 3
merall ditinétion of the. three, |
becaufe thas. is eflentiall, one |
mumber being eflentially diftin&
from another , And becaufe.che
unity is Tryne, it is mota. unicy |
of the fingular number , for the %
uaity of the fingulac number is
mat.Trine..
O'moft wonderfill God,which.
aeither,. art of the fingular
. ner
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ser plucall number, but above all
plurality and (ingularity , encin
three , and three 1 one: I fee
cherefore in the Walls of Paras
dice,where thenmy GOod art,plz.
rality toincide with fimgularity,
and that thou dwelleft farre faxre
beyond that. :

Teach me OLord hew-Imay
conceive that poffible which 1fee
to be of necefity,for there meets
animpo(Tbility that the plarali=
ty of three withentwhich I can-
not conceive thee to be perfed;
and matarall love is 3 plurality
without. :number , As -hee that
{ayes one,one,0ne, thrice fayes
thrice one,aud yet hee {ayes not
three. buc eme , and this one
thrice, but hee cannot fay thrice
without three , although hee fay
not three,for when he faies ome
thrice herepeats the fame, and
doth not rumber, fex to number
is to altac oneput to FEpeat on&

‘ and

i
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and the fame thrice,asto plurifie
witnout nwmber. Therefore that
plarality which I feein my God;

1$2n alterality witheut altericy, *

becaufe it isan alterity which is-
Identitie.

For when I fee che loving is
not the lovely,and that che bond
is meither the loving nor the
lovely,yet do I mot fo fee the Jo.
ving not to bee the lovely | as:
theugh the Joving were one and
theloving | the lovelyand the
Bend.' There is therefore one
love , without the which nene
of the three could be , Tam
one which am the loving, I am
the fime which am the lovely,
and I likewife am all one ywhich
am the Bend artifing from the
love wherewith I Jove my feife,
and yet Lam one and no three
things.

Suppofe then that my lovebe
my cli§tice as ic iy n'my Ged,
: then

———
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theninthe unity of my eflence;
there would be the unicy of the.
| three forefaid,and in the Trini
"ty of the three forefaid usity of:
effence and they would bee 2ll
inmy eflence contractedly after
the manner thac I fee them 10
be in thee truely and -abfolutelyy
yet for all that love, loving
would not be love lovely;nor the
bond, andchac 1 finde by this
pradife and experiment.

For by love. loving which I
beate to another thing witheut
my felfe as it were to aR extrin-
ficall lovely , there followeth 2.
Bondof my effence whereby I
amboundtothat thingas much
as inme lyeth , which thing is
not joyned to be by that Bond
becauleparadventure it [ovesme -
not whereupch thongh Yloveit-
fo that my leving, love extends
it felfe wpon it , yet my loving
Jove doth ngtdrsw withit oree.
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it my lovely Joye s for Tamnet
lovelytoiejforir cares net for
me thongh I Jove j¢ extreamely,,
as the Sun fometimes eares net
fer his Mother theugh fl.ee loye

1Tz
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himpever fo tenderly. Anqfel 1

finde by cXperience. that love
leving is neither ove lovely,nor
the Bond, but ¥ fee rhe loving is
diftinguithed from the lovely
and the Bond which diftin-
&ion neverchelefe is 110t in the
Effeiice of loye becaufe I cannor
love either my {elfe or any thing,
elfe befides my felfe withoup
love,fo love is of the eflence of
allthe three.; Apg fo 1 fee thae
the eflence of thefe three fope-
faid 1s mof fimple , thongh a.
mong themfelyes they . bee di,
tingt.

Thave in a fimilimmde O«Lord
exprefied fome manner of fores
taite of thy nature, bye mereifylly

{pare mee for attemp:ing to f-

gu
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gute out the unfigurable takt of
thy fiweetnes for if thefiveetnes
of an unknowne Apple be unfi-
gursble by any Picture or figure,
2nd unexpreffible byall words ,
whoam I miferable finner that
g0 about to fhew thee that art
unfhewable, to fignre the vifible
that arc invifible, and to effer or
prefent to the taft that infinite
and utterly in expreffible fiveets -
nefle of thine which I never yet
deferved to taft, and by thofe
things which T-expreffe,I rather
make it appeale little than grear,
But fogreatis thy goodnefle®
my God that thou fufferelt ever
the blinde men to fpeak of light,
and to fet forth the praife there-
of, of which. notwithftanding
they neither do.nor canknow a-
ny thing, that can bee revealed
unto them.: Bucr. Revelation
goes not {o farreas taft, the eare
of faith reacheth not that fiveet-

nefle
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nefle whieh is attetly untafie.
able. Andthis they hag revea-
led tome O Lerd, that the Eare
hath not heard,nor hath i ente.
red inte the heart of man the in.
finitnefle ofthy fiveetnes which
thon haft prepared for them that
love thee; This thy grear Ap.
pottle Paxl harh revealed unte
8s, which was ravifhed beyend
the Wall of Coincidence “into
Paradice, where only thou that
are the fountaine of delights,
Canft be revealedly feene , I have
laboured to fubjet my felfe toa
fapture trufting to thine infinire
gcodnefle, that I might fee thee
thatare invifib e, and might re.
veale an unrevelezble vifion,and
how far I have gone thou know-.
eft, but I'know ner : hewfoever
fafficient for mee s thy grace
whereby theu affuceft me thon
arcinecomprehen( ble,and ere@eft
me o afirme hope that choy be.
ing
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ing my guide, 1 fhall at length:
come to the fruition of thee.

————

That wnleffe God were trine o7
three in one, bee were 2%

feh'cit;;
CHAP 13.

1dall men open the €yes of
‘heir minde , which they
“have by thy gift O Lord attat=
ned,chey might fee withme how
thou a jealous Godbecanfelove
loving cantt hate nothing , fof in
thy felfe a lovely God,thoncom=
plicateftall chings lovely, thon
loveft evéry loving thing thatfe
they might fee.as 1 doe, by what
bond er league thonart united
Tunto all things. Then O Lor
inlarge® thy love unto all men,
and loveft te all things in genNe=
ral! chat withall thoun lovelt eves
ry thingin patticular, Bat many
' are




a6 The Pifion of God,

are they that doner love thee,
because they prefer fomething
before thee,” Bur if love- lovely
were not diltin& from love Jo.
ving, thou wouldeft Be fo lovely
unto all men,that they conld jove-
nothing befides thee and alj reds
fonable fpirits would be necefli,
taced to-the love of thee, But
thou art fo noble O my Ged,
thatthen wilt have it in che 1=
berty of realonable fonles whe-
ther they will fove. thee Or no, =
wheretore uponr thy loving jg
felloweth not that thoy art lo.
ved.

Thou therefore O my Ged,.
areby the bond of jove uniced
| unto al things becaufe thoufp:es
, dgﬁabroadthy love HpOR every
| Creature ofthine, bur every ra. «
tionall fpirit is nog united une
thee becanfe it beflowes nor irs
leve upon thy lovelineflp , but
mpen fome other thing where.
.. uNto
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unto it is wnited and knit.

" Thou haft efpoufed every rea.
fonable feule by thy loving love,
but not every {poufeloveth thee

her (fusband, but forthe molt

ppart fome ether whereunto (he
cleaveth | but how could the
foule of man -thy fpoufe O my
Gedpattaine thy end except thom
wert lovely that fo by loving
thee that art lovely , fhee mighe

| reach the bond and moft happie
union.

Who therefore can deny thee
to be Ged, three in one, when
hee fees that thou wert neithee
a noble narurall nor perfzc’t Gads
nor his fpirit had free will, not
himielfe could come to the frui«
tion of thee and his owne happi-
nefle except thou wessthrea and
cne.

For becanfe thou art the un-
derftanding -that underftandeth,
<he undes@ianding intelligible.

and
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and the Bend of both , therefore
the umderfianding created mg
attaine in thee its intelligible
&od, union with thee and feljc;.
ty. So being then are the loye
levely , the created loving will,
‘hay inthee its levely God ag.
taine union and telicity, for hee
chat receiveththee God thereq,
fonable “receprible light, may
come to fuch a union of thee
that he may be united to thee as
‘a Sunto his Father,

Ifee O God by thy illami,
bation that a reafonable nature
CaRNOL attaine to a unjon itk
thee but becaufe thoy gre amiable
and incelligible, wherefore mang
hatureis not poffible 1o be ug;.
ted tothee alovine God (for fo
thou are ner his obje@ )bur hee
may bee urited 10 thee a5 his
lovely God becaufe that which ig
lovely is the objeftef thar which
Joveth, $oin' like' manner that
oy which
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which may be underfleod is the
obje of the underfanding, and
-~ wee call chat the ttuth whichis
the object.
' Wherefore thou my God be-
. canfe thou art the intelligible
truth, the created nnderftanding
| may be united unto thee, and fo
I fee that mans reafenable mnas
| sture may be united only to thy
divine and amiable nature , and
that man receiving thee the ree
"ceptible God , pafieth into that
Bond which may for the firi&-
nefle thereof bee called by the
name cf filiation or fonne.fhip,
for then the Bond of filiation we
know no firier. And ifthis
Bond of union be the greatelt,
then which a grearer cannot beg
this muft needs . come to paffe.
becaufe if thon the lovely God
canltbe more beloved by a man,
thenis that Bond cometo_the
moft perfel filiaticn, that, tbat
liatiom
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Gliation maybe perfetion com.
plicating all poffibie filiation , by
which all fonnes de atraine their
Iaft felicity and perfection, In
which higheft forne filiation 1s
as Are in the Mafler or the lighe
i che Sunne, ‘bue in ethers as
Artin the Schellarg or-light in
the Starre,

How Iefus is the gwion of God and

ax,

CHAP, 19,

Give unfpe akeable tharks o

’Irhec my ‘God, the life and lighe

Ofmy foule . for new Ifee the -
faith which by the Revelarion of |
the Appoftles the Carholike |
Church * holdeth namely ' how §
thow a loving God begetreft of
thy felfea lovely God and thar
thou the lovely begotren Geod 4

Att the abfojue Mediator , for ¢
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by thee is every thing shat isoc
canbe, for thou the willing or
loving God in thy {elfe cthe love.
ly God complicatelt all things,
for -every thing that thou O
God willet, or. conceiveft is
complicated in thee. the lovely
God ,for there cannot bee any
thing except thou will it te be:
Allthings therefore in thy love-
ly conception have -their caufe
orreafon of being, neither. is
" there any other .caufe of all
things but becanfe ic fo pleafeth
thee, nething pleafech che lover,
as a lover bur the levely; Thon
therefore a lovely Ged. art the
Son of God aloving fathes | for
in thee is all the complaifance of
the Father, So ali being crea~
table is complicated inthee the
lovely Ged. .

Thou therefore a loving Ged,
when as of thee is a lovely God
as the Sonne of the Father in 2

ted
i 7
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muclyas thew arc God 'zheIoving |
Father, of God thy ‘lovely Son;
arc the Father of all things thae
are, for thy conception 1s thy
Sonne and all thing's ivy him, and
thy nniomand thy conception, is
the A& and operation ariling;
in which isthe aét and explica-
tion of all things ; as therefore
ofthee the loving God | is ge-
nerared the lovely Gad which
Generation . is conception, So
from thee the loving Ged , and
thy levely cenception ‘begorten
by thee,proceeds thy a& and thy
eonception which'is the knog
Xnierng  and the ‘God uhiting
thee, and thy conception, as' to
loveunites theloving , and the
lovely inlove - and this knor is
cailed thelpitic foriche fpiric is
as motion proceeding from the
mioverand thé moveable:confe-
quently miotion isthe explicati.
on of the concepiion of ‘the
FBOVEL.. Al
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Allthings therefore are o be
exp ieated n thee, God the holy
Ghelt,asthey are:conceived in
thee God the fenne,

Licethen becanfe thon God
doft fo enlighten me', how. ai!
thingsin thee God the fonne are
Ged the Fathers; as in the rea-

» fen,conception, canfe or famplar,

T——

and have the fonne is the medi-
um of all things as the reafon or
forme, for by the mediation of

- reafon and wifdome, them God

the Father workef? gll rhings,
and the fpirit.or meticn patsthe
conception of reafonin chiedkas
we finde by experience ; that the
Arke inminde of the Artificer,
is put inefte& by the mediation
of the motive power ivhich isin

- th hands, Then I fee: QO my God

thy Senisthe medinm of mean

of theunion of all things that all
things by the mediation of shy

Scnmay reftip thee,

G2 And
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And I fee blefled Iefus, the
{on of man moft Highly united
¢o thy fon , and that the fen of
man could not be united to thee
God the Father,bur by mediaci-
on of thy fon, the abfolute Me-
diator. :

Who is net meft highly ravi.
fhed that deth attentively con.
fider thefe things. Thon my
God openeft unto mee wretch,
fach a fecret that I fee man can.
not underftand thee the Father,*
buc in thy fon which is intelli-
gible and the Mediatoryand that
to underfland thee isto be uni-
redunto thee. Man may there.

fore be united unto thee by chy
fon which is the meane of the u-
pion ; and humane nature moft
highlyunited unto thee in whatt
manioeever it be cannot be mcre
unitéd to the meane | then icis
united, for withour the medium
it cannct be united unto thee.<
: I

i
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Tt is therefore moft united to
the meane, yet it s nctmade the
meane ; wherenpon theugh iz
cannot be made the meane, fee-
1ng it cannet be united unto thee
witheut @ meane , yet itis fo
joymed to the abfolute meane,
that betweene it and the fenne
whois the ablolute meane, no=
thing can mediate , for if any
thing could mediatg berrveene
mans nature, and the ablolnte
- meane , then were it net moft
highly ex abfolutely nnited un~
to thee.
O good Jefus;I fee in theemans
nature to be meft highly joyned
10 God the Father by the higheft
union, even a greater then by
which it is joynedto God, the
fonne the abfo/nte Mediator.
Therefore humane filigtior;

pecanfe thon art the fon of mak
is inthee Jefus mo higfilyuni. ,

ted to the divine filiation , that
G3 thou

i O <20y
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thou art worthily and craly cal-
led the Sonof God and man, for
in thee nothing mediates be .
tweenethe Son of man | and the
Son of Ged.

In the abfolute filiationwhich
is the Son of God is complicated
all filiation , whereunto thy hu-
mane filiation O Jefus is fu-
preamely united , thercfore thy
humane filigtion fubfifts in thy
divine,not only complicitly, but
as theaerralted in the aterating,
and the united in che uniting,
and the fabftantiated in the faba
flantiating.

Therefore in thee O Jefus
there is no peflib'e feparation of
the Son of man from the Son of
God | for feparability is where
themnion might be greater , but
wherethe union cannot be grea,
ter, nothing can mediate : feparas
rien therefore can have no place
where nothing  can mediate be-

tweene 4
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nveene the things united, and
where the united fisbfifts notin
the uniting the union is nor the
higheft, for there isa greater u.
nion where the nnited fubfifts
in the uniting , then where the
united fubfifts a pare, for fepara.

tienis the greateft remoteneffe:

from union,

So I fee1n thee my Telus how
humane fiiation by which thon
arr che fon of man fubfilts in the
divine filiation by whicli thou
art the Sonne of God; as ifithe
greate(t union , the united with

the uniting; Te thee O Ged be-

glory for ever.

G4  How
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How Jefus is underffood the coms.
f{ying' of the divime and

humane natuyre,

A P s
'VEry clearely doft thom

ew unto me, O never fai-
ling light , thacihar greareft u-
nion whercby mans nature in
thee Tefus is nnited unto the di-
vine nature , is net by any means 2
like to an infinite union, for the
union by which thou O God the
Father art united unto Ged thy
fon,is Ged the hely Ghoft , and
therefore an infinite union, for
itreachethunto abfolute & ffen.
tiall Identicie, buc it is nor fo
where the humanenature s ugj. #

¥ ted to the divine, for the hu.
»g mane nature cannot pafle imte
' an effentiall union,which the di.
vine'as that which is finite canot
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be infinitly united rochar whieh
mfinite, for then it would pafle
into the Identitie of the infi.
nite, and fo it wonld ceafe to be
finite, when the infinite were
verified of it. - W herefore this u=
. mion by which the humane na
| wareis mnited unto the divine na-

ture, Is nothing elfe buc an at-
~ tradtion ef the humane nature to
 the Divine in the higheft degree,
{o that the humane nature whil¥
. fach cannot  be attradted any
higber:

Ir1s therefore the greatelt n-
nionof his humane nawre (as:
humane ) to the divine, becanle
there ean be no greater , but it is
hmply the greatet, nor infinite
asthe divine union.

~ lze therefore by the beniga
nity (f thy grace in thee Iefus
the fon of man, the fon- of God ,
ardinthe fon of Ged I feethe
Eather; fotim thee the funne of
. Gs man

———
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man ] fee the Son of God, be-
caule thow art (o the fon of man
that thou art alfo the fon of God
and in the finite attradted ma-
ture, I fec the infinite attra®ing
bacore I fee in thie abfolure Son
theabfouce father, for the Som
a5 Son cannet bee feeme unlefle
the fatker be feene | I feein thee
Ie(us 2 divine filiation or fonne-
fhip,which is the truch of all filis
ation ; and likewife a moft high
human filiation which isthe nee.
relt image of abfolnte filiation,
As i therefore the Image be-

tweenewhich and ithe Patterne:

of famplar there canoet mediate
a perfect image doft moft neere-

ly fub’ft 4n tke truch of that:
) 4

whole Imageic is,fo do ] fee thy
hemane nature fubfifting 'in the
divine nature :
alithings inthy humane nature,
which T ke inthy divine, Buc T
lee them atier an humane wian.

ner

Therefore I fee
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net inthy humape paure, wth 2
are the divioe truth it felfe in
the divine patute.

Thofe things which I fee in
thee after a numanc mabner O
Jcius are the fimilitade of the
divine natare , but a [militaée
is without a meane joyned to the
Patterne or famplar, fo thata
more likeican neicher be ner be
imagined in the humane or rea-
{emablenatare | I ,fee are fonablie
humane fpicit moft {iri&iyuni.
ted to the divipe (pizit , whieh is
abtelute reafon ; «andi (o the b,
mane underﬁandmg to the
divine underftanding and all
things m thy under! %andnng Q'
}cms for thow O leivs.as God
undesftandeft a!l things as God,
and this Baderltandingis :obcn
all things ;- Theou underfandett
all hmas s man,and thisander-
ftanding.is 10 be -the fimilicade
of all ithings 5. for ahingds pep
ubasiilood !
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underftood by #man but inali-
militude,a flone isnot in the un-
derflanding ofa man as its pro.
per camfe orreafon, but asin irs
fpecies or fimilitude,

In thee therefore O Tefusthe
humare underftanding is uniced
tothe divine as the mo# perfeét
image to the truth of the Part.
tery. Asifchen I thould confider
vhe 1deall forme of an Atke in
the mindeof ‘the Artificer |, and -
the fpeciesof' an Arke made moft
petfectly, and accordiug to the
[dea by the' “Mafer himife, |
how then the Ideall formeisthe
truth of che fpecies, and united .
unto it as the ‘trath unco thei.
mage’in’ one Mafter. Soin thee
O'lelts tie’ Mr. of Maflers, T fee
the ibolute Idea“of all ‘things,
and the fimilitedinarie fpecies of
tbe fame meft highly uniced,
Ifze thee O' good 'Iefus within
the ‘Wall of Paradice’ becaute
i &R - (hv




e

The Vi fion of God, &’
chy underanding is both' the
Truth and the Image, and thou
art beth God and a Creature in -
finity and finite.. And 1tishot
poflible theu fhonldeftbe feene
on this &de the Wall , for thou
art the coup'ing of the divime
creating nature with the hamane
created mature.

And Ifee this difference be=
tweene thy humane undecftans
ding, and any other mans ; that
no one man-knoweth all things,
which may be knowne by man,
becaufe ne mans underftanding
is {o joyned to the {amplar of all
thingsas the fimilitude to the
teuth,but chae 1tmight be mere
neerely joynedand fes more in
aét,and therefere theunderftan«
deth nee {o -many things:, but
that he might underftand more
byhis acceffe unto the famplar
of things ; from whence every
shing that isan a& hath a&ua}—
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ly-But thy undérftanding doth
adtually . undetfltand all things
that are. intelligibleby man, be.
cafe in thee- humane: natureis
moft perfectand meft joyned to
its famaplar br Pattern;for which
union  thy humane wunderftans
ding exceeds every created un-
daritanding in the perfe@ionof
underftanding ;' Therefore fall
reafonable fpirics.are far. beneath
thee ofall whomthion O Tefn art
tie Mafter and the light and
thouarc che perfestionand ful-
nefle of all things ;-and by thee
as by the Mediaror , they came
nnto che ablofare teuth, for thou
ate botht heway unto the truth,
and che teuth ir felfe. ‘then are
botti thieway amo the life 6f the
underflanding'| and ‘the Jife it
felfe; Thow ace-the o dour of the
food of pladnefle | and alfo the
tafte tharmakech glad ¢ Beithon
thetefore-O ! fiveer lelu, blofled

“for ever more, | Zhar
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Thae without Jefus theres isno
peffble felicity,

CHAP 21,

R (i the-end of a'l, in whomas
in the laft of - their perfection:
a'l Crearures reft thowart vrrer-
ly unknowne to 3!t the wifem:n
of this world , becanfe of thee
we affirme centradiQories to be:
moft true, theu being both the
Creator and the Creatnre,, ‘the
attrating, and - the autralted the
finiteand alfo the infinite | they
fay itis felly to ‘beleeve this pofs-
fible, They  fiye thy tame there-
fore and receive “not that light-
wherewith thou haft enlighted
us,bur thinking them/felves wie, |
they continue fooles,and igno-"
rant, and blinde *forrever - Bt
if theywon!dbeleeve thar thon s
; Chriff,Codand man; andivould !
-receiye.
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136 The Vifion of God.
receive and entertain the words
of the Gofpell | as the werds of
fogreat a Mafter, then weould
they clearly fee that all things in
comparifon ef that light , that

thereis hidin the fimplicity of

thy werds, are meft thick and
palpable darknes and ignorance;
Therefore only the little enes
that beleeve do ebataine this
moft gratious and quickening,
Revelation, for thereis hid in
thy moft facred Gofpell which is
the heavenly food,all defireable
fweernefle, which cannot bera-
fted but by him that beleeveth
and eateth. And if any man be-
leeye and receive it ’, hee (hall
finde it meft rrue by experience
that thou camelt downe from
Heaven,and ar: the only Mafter
cf rruch.

O goodTefun thowart the tree
of lif in the Paradice of delighes.
forno man canbe fed with de-

firable
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fireable life but from thy fruic,
ThouO lefu art the forbidden
food to all the fons of ~4dam,
which being expulted eut of Pa-
radice, doth feck their living in
the earth in which they labeur.

It behoveth every one there-
fore to put oft the old man of
prefumption, and put on thenew
man of humility which is accor-
ding to thy felfe, if he hope evet
to taft of the foed cf life withia
the Paradice of delights.

There 1s a natute of the new
ardold Mdaws  bucitis in the
old Adam animall , andin the
newy Adam (piritnall, becaufein
thee Iefus, it is wnited to Ged
which is a fpirit.

Every ‘man therefore muftas
by humane natare commonto
hin andthee , {o in ome fpirit be
united to thee O lefus, thatfo in
his mature which is commor 1@
thee O:lefus, hee may come to

God
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God the father which is in' Pa+
radice.

To fee God the Father there-
fore and Iefus Chrilt his Son is .
to be in Paradice and Glor],§

q > E
everlafting, becaufe hee thac is
withcut Paradice canmor have
{ucha viionifecing neither Geod
the Father mcrthen O Jefus art
to be femnd withont Paradice,
every man therefore hath artai.
ned felicity which is united o
thee O'lefiis as a memberro the
head,no ‘man. can come to the
Father excepthee be drawne by
the Father.

Thy Father therefore O Iefis
drew thy. humanity by his Sen,
airdby thee O Jefus the - Facher
deaweth all men.

Astherefere thy manhood O
Tefus isunited tothe fonof Geg
the Father .21 toa. meage by
whieh the Facher drew itfoeve.

5 £




ry mans humanity is uniced un=
to thee O Iefiis, asto the only
meane by which the Facher
drawes all men. Thou art there-
fore Iefu, without whom iris
impoffible that any man fheuid
attaine felicity , Thou arc O Te-
fa, the Revelation of the Father;,
for the Father is invifible to all
men,and enly vifible to his Son,
and next thee to him who fhall
by thee and thy Revelation bee:
.found worthy to- fee hirs,

Thou art therefore hee thar
unitel every blefled man-, and
every blefled man fubffteth im:
thee as the united with the nis
ting.

Net ene ofthe wife men'of
thisworld" is capable of happi-
nefle not knowing thee. -

No happie mancan fee the:
Father but with thee O Iefus
within Paradice. @f the bappie
contradiQeries are verified a8

of

. /u

il
;. i
!
|
1‘,




o)

1.40“‘ \\Tbe Vifion of God.

ofthee O Tefus,feeing he is uni-
ted unto thee in a reafonable na.
turall and one fpirit : for every
happy Ipirit fubfifts in thine, as
the quickned in thee quickning,
Every happy fpirit fees the in-
vifible God,& in thee O lefus is
united unto the unapproachable
and immortall Ged, and fo in
thee the infinite is united to the
Infinite, and the incomprehen-
fible is ccmprehended by eternall
fruition which is the moft plea-
{ant felicity that can mever bee
wafted nor fpent;havemercy mpe
onme O Iefus, have merey up-
ohmeand grant that I may re-
vealedly fee thee,and them my
foule is fafe.

How
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How Iefus feceth and
worketh.

CHAP, 22,

ever €an the eye of the
Nmindc be fatisfied with the

fight of thee O Iefus , becaufe
thow art the complement and
fulnes of all mentall beauty.
And inthis Pi&ture I guefle at
the wonderfull and ftupendious
fight: O mere then blefled lefus,
for thou Iefus whillt theu diaft
walke in this fenfible world didft
ufe flethly eyes like untons, for
with them no otherwife than we
do,thou dideft fee one thing and
one thing for there was in thine
eyes.a certaine [piric which was
thefcrme ofthe Organ, asthe
fenfible foule in the bodyofa
living wight. In chat {pirit there
was a noble diferetive or difcer-
ning
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143 The Vifioxn of God,

ning power , by which O Lerd
thou didft clearely and diftin&tly
fee this thing colcured thus
-and that ocher thing otherwife;
Andmoere highly yet by the fi-
gures ofthe face, and eyes of the
men cheu faweft, thou wall a
erue Tudge ofthe Pailicns of the
foule anger, gladnefle, forrew,
and yet more fubtilly by a few
fignes didft thou comprehend
that which lay id in the minde
of man, for there is nothing ccn.
ceived inthe minde which is nog
in feme fort fighified in the face,
and principally in the eyes.( be.
ing the Meflengers of the heart)
£rin allthefe Indicia or fignes ,
thou did much more truely
reachthe “inwards of the foule,
than any creaced fpirit, for from
foriieoné though very imgl figne
ehou didit fee the whele conce
#1on of 2 man, a5 underﬁanding

7
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1 do by & few words fee
through 2 long  preconceived
Ipeech,whichis to e explicated
at length | and as well Jearned
menit they eaft' their eyes ne-

- ver folitele upona booke, are
able o recite the whole intent of
theyweiter as though they had
read it through : Inthis kinde of
feeing thon O Tefus didft far ex-
cell allthe p»xﬁ,ﬁfc\n fwiftnefle,
and (harpnes of all men paft,pre-
fent and to come, and-yer this
vifion was but humane Jwhich
was-not done without a Carnal!
eye;neverehelefle it was xlupen-
dious and admirable, for if there
be men found that by leng and
fabtill difeuffion are able to dicis
pwr any Carralter, and to read
“the minde ofthe writer in. Cha<
racter® and fignes then newly in.
vented and mever {eene before,
thew O lefus didt certainly 1ce
al things undex every ﬁone and

fiyure
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fignre. Ificbe read thar there
was fomerimesa man found
which by whatfoever fignes of
the eye faw the thonght of him
that asked him, although hee
fang fomie verfe or meeter in his
minde : Much better O Jefiss
didft chou apprehend and under-
ftand every conception by eve.
ry metion of theeye, My felfe
faw a deafe Woman which by
the motion of her Daughters
lippes which fhee faw did une
derltand what foever fhee faid
afivell as if thee had heard her.
If this by long caftome be thus
peflible in them that are deafe
anddumbe , andthe Religions
which fpeake to one another in
fignes , much more perfelly |
didft thou O Iefn which did@
aftually know whatfoever was
tobe knownas 3 Mr.ef Mafters,
give judgement true and in fal.
dible efthe heare and ics concep-

tions
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tions inthe leall and to us inyi-
fible becks, and nods , or fign es.
Butto this thy' humane and
molt perfelt vifion though 1"‘1
nite and contra®ed to the Or-
gan,was the abfolute and infinite
vifion Bnited, by which vifien 2
God,thou faweld all thingsand
every thing at once afivell abiene
as prefent,afivell paf? as £o come.
Thoutherefere O I it
by ¢hy humane cye fee Nubnu
accidents,but by thy abfolutedi.
vine ﬁo‘n the ﬁlbﬁanﬁ. of
things. Never any man befide
tinceO Ielns faw ehe ﬁl"lm ce
or quoditie of things whilef hee
was in the Jeth, Thou only didft

Cii0 (i

truely fee che foule 2 and the fpisit
and whatfoeyer was in man: For
*~ asinmanthe intelleQive mmr
is umted to the animall vifive
power,{o that man fecs not on)

as a living Wight  but alfo difs
cernes anj;udbes ofaman. Sa

ablolace
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ablolute feeing was in thee Te.
fasunited tothe humare '8 el
le&uall pnmr which 15 dilcreti-
on or defcerning in the ani-
~mall fight-

The animall vifive power in
man {uhifts not inic felfe, but 1a
the reafonable foule as in the
forme of the whole, fo th evzhb]
intelleétuall power mb Gt not in
it ‘elfe, but in thee O lefus me
abfolute vifive power. O tHy ad

_mirable ﬁght moft fiveer Tefus
we finde fome times by (’\VL("-
ence s how with gnr eye weefe
{fomebody paffing by, but begau

_wee tock no heed to diftetne

“who It was, we eannot tell him
that askerh us the nameof him
that pafleth by though we know |
Himwell enoogh an Y ¥new there
was fome boiv pxtfeib/, Viee .
did fee him, there'ore animally
bur not kamanely , or yee fawv .

‘him as we weie living \vights,
- .‘: o
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- butnot aswve were men-becaulc
we did not apply ‘6ue difcretive,
or dilcerning power By which
we finde thar the parureof the
& powerssalthough they be united
" in the one forme of 3 man ; yet |
| they remaine diftin&, and have “
tdiRinct operaticns, So in thee
O Iefus I fec aftera cerlive like
' manaer the humane inrellofu.
all mrare vnited to the divige
indture, and thae accordingly'as
‘man trew didf many things and
as God many wonderfuil things
fabove man.
Ifee O mof mercifull “Jefirs
the intelleQuall marnre in refpedt
of the fencible abiohce ,’and not
1as the fencible is finite, and tyed
2o the Organas the {onfible. vie
five power istyed to the eye, bac
ranproportionably more ablolure
s the divine power above the
int_ileSmall 1 ' For ghe humage
ndestanding tothe end i mgy

Ha e
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be but unte a&, hath neede of
phaniafinara er appearances in
the phantafie and they cannot be
had without fences, and fences
fubfift not withomt a body ,and
therefore the power of humane
underftanding is contrated and -
fmall needing ' the aforefaid
things. #But the divine under-
ftanding 15 neceffity it feife 'not
depending nor nmeeding any
thing but all things need irwith,
out which they cannet be. 1do |
mere attentively confider how
there is one difcurfive power
which by reafoning  difcourfeth
and fecicth, and another which
yudgeth and underftandech, for |
we fee 2 Dog dilconrfeand feeke
his Mafler and difcetne him,and,)
heare his calling , and this dife
courleis in the nature of Ani,
malitic in the degree of the {pe-
cificall perfestion <f a.Dogze,
and there are yer other living/

wigrns
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wights found of a mere cleare
difcourfe according tothe more
perfect fpecies ot kinde, and this
difccutfe in man ¢omes neereft
ro the intelleGuall power that
it mav beethe fupreamnefie of
fenfible perfection containing
nnder the intelle&uall, many and
innumerable degrees of perfecti-
en asthe fpecies or kimdes of li-
ving wights do make plaine un-
to us, for there is no fpecies or
kinde which hath net the degree
of perfe&ion proper nOTO it elte,
a11d moreover<very one of the
degrees hath its latitudewithin
the which we fce the individunals
of the fpecies pertake it diverfly,
But the intelleQuall ‘nature 1a
likemanner under the Divine,
hath inmumerable degrees of
fenfible perfedtion ; fo in thedi-
vine nature are complicated all
degrees of i ntelle@inall perfedti-
on, of fenfible likewife ; and all

i3 other

| 149 7,‘;
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o her things. So in theemy Ielus
Ifec all petfe&tion, for being
moft perfe@ man I (e in thee the
underftanding umited to the ra-
tionallor difeurfive power which
is the fupreamnefie of the fenfi-
tive powet,: Andfo I fee the un.
derftauding -in . reafon .as the
thing placed in its place, asa
Cand.e in the Chamber which
enlightens the Chamber, and all
the Wallsand the whole buil- _
ding yet according te thedegree .
of diftancemore or Jefle,.

I fec next the divine word
united to the under ft anding in
its- fapreameneflc , and the un-
derftanding ie felfe o the place
ivherethe word is. raccived as
we finde in our felyes the under.
ftanding te be the place where
theword of the Mr.is- received .
as if the light of the Sun fhould
be joyned with the aferefaid
Cangdie.

For , J
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For theword of God: iilumi-
nateth the underftanding as the
light of the Sua deth this werld.

“Inthee therefore my Tefus T

fee the fenfible life illuminated

by that intelleGuall light: I fee
the intelleQuall life to ‘bea light
enl uhmmw and enlightned; and
I fecthe dn ne life 1llumma'mg

of cn‘u hitning only ; :For 1 fee”
the fouma ne ofho!n inthat 0=~

telletnall light , towit the word
of God wh 1ch is the truth en-
i“g*tmo every underftanding ;

theu therefore art only the l1ght‘ :

of all Creatures becanfe then

art 16 2 creature that thou art als -

fb the blefled Creator,

Hyg  How'
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How Je[us dyed and yet the Vrion
with lifz remuined.

CHAP 23,

Elhsz'u molt favorie fdod 6
the minde how adlmranle doft
thion arp care unro mee when I

i‘l"z wu(u(“"\ ichinm trl Wal “
Paradice ? for t’)ouartl.nucxi
of God hamznified aad man dei-
tied and yer chou are nec as i
were conipounded of G)i and
man. Fo"am(m"(} thole t 1Ngs
that cr)mpound pr opouo is
neceflary withoat which there
canbe no compofition bu:b\-
tiyeene finiteand infinice th 1ere
15 no proportion : Norart thol
the confdence of the Crearnre
ane
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and the Creaccr in fuch forras
the Coincidence makes one
thing to be anethes for the hu.
mane nature is nct the Divine,
nor contrary wife | for the di-
vine nature is not chanmb'e or
aleerable into 2notter nature
being eternity it felfe,nor doth
aryna‘m whatloever . becaue
fits anion to thedivi
;fm 3to anorher na

”(’ ature
W 'AL”

'Uﬁu~

h which

Norc thot {y ]; fa
bid Bl B b e Wiy

be faid to be a muddle nar ure,

betyveene divi

e and Iumane
when as |

berweene them there
cannot be any ‘middle narnge
pareaking of both, for the divine
DATLTe I8 net partak Pafm being
r‘/‘»‘sw‘bomu, m frr‘p("
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Nor couldft thou then O blefled
Tefus be eicher God or man.
Bug I{eethee O Lord fefus,
one fuppofition above all under.
ftanding . becanft chou art one
Curift after the fame manner

“'that I fee thy one human {cale

inwhichas in the fonle ofany
man, I fee there wasa corrup-
tibfe fenfible narure , which did
fubfift in an incorruptible inte!-
le&uall nature.

Nor yerwas that foule cons.
pcunded cf cerruptible and in
corruptible, neither did the fen.

Gible foule coinfide with the in,

telle@nall |, but 1 fee an incel-
le&uall fcule to be united to the

‘body by a fenfible power, quicke.

ning ‘the body ; And if the
intelle&uall foule fhould ceafe
to0..Quicken and Enlighten
the Body thongh it were not
feparated from the body , yer
wonld that man be dead becaufe

b
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his life wonld ceale,norwith(tan-
ding the body were not fepara-
ted from li€, being the undera
ftandingis the life théreol. As
when a man “incelie&ually la-
bours and fecks - by the meanes

£ hisfight to difcerne one that
Is comming , and yet bieing cara
tied away with’ other confide-
rations his attenrion ceaeth as
bout that inquirie thongh his
eyes be (il faftened tpon it, his
cye is nov’ feparated from the
Soule ; though it bee feparared
fromthediferetive or diic.rning
atcention of the Soule. Butif
thdt ‘rapure fhould not only
ceale from the difcretive quick-
ning,buc alfo from the fenfitive
quickening thar eye were dead |
becaufe it were mot quickened
Yet for allcharit weere not fopa=
rated frem the intélleSive fory o
which isthe form giving beino
Ag a dr}’? hand ‘9 3:!'5}-:".,‘-‘.5 1O r?m
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torme which uniees the whole
body.

There aze foend menas Saint
A rgufine relates, whichcan re-
tract or dratwv back the vivifying
fpirir, and fo they appeare dead
and feele nething fuppcfingitt

be fo.

Inthis clefe ,the intelleftual
sature would remaine united
the body, which body weald no
be under any other forme than i
was befer. it wwould have
the {fame forme and rernaine the
fame body , neither would the
guickening force ceafé to be,'but
wonll remaine in unien with
the intelieQuall natur z.a'thcugh
2dually it did net extend it feife
into che bady,I fee thar man tru.
ly dead b2¢aufe heewants thevi- »
vifying life for death isthe want |
wfthe quickner Jand yet that bo-
dy would not be dead feparated
-womshe life whichis the Seule

tEere.

L
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thereaf. Afterthe fame manner
moft mercifull Tefus , I do be-
"od abfolate life which is God

nfeparably united to the hu-

ane underfianding , andby it
)\mo thebody , for that nion is
facha one that 2 greater canmot
be,and a feparable union 1s much
inferior to: fuch 4 unionas can-
not be greater: Theretonuwas

mever true, nor ever {hall be that
thy divinenature was Iepa“atai
from th y humane , confequently
neithet from the fonle nor the
body, which are thofe things
without which hamane nature
cannot be , although it bee moit

true that zhy Soule ceafed to
quicken thy bndy and that thea
mﬂ“’crru\ fuffer death . and yet
walt fever {eparated from the
truch of life,

If that Prieft whom Saint Aws
gaftinementicns had whatfoever
DOWEE It WEFC 10 take yivifrati-

an

fi
2
g
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frem shie. Oifice .of gulckening

g8 7 be Vifien of God -
onou: of his body by drawing
1t up untoithe foule as if a candle
thac enlighteneth a Chamber -
wercalive and fhould: draw up
thefe beames by which it en-
lightens ‘the Chamber into the
Center ofits light and its draw-
ing up were nothing but a cea-
fing toinflame ; what marveilis
iifthou Iefiis being the moft
free and living light halt powes
tolay downe, and to 13ke up thy
quickinnrg foule, and when thon
wouldelt take it vp thou Iuffer-
edet death’ and when thoy
wounldft refume. it by thine ewne
then didf rife againe:

Now an intelle®uall nature js
calleda humane foule when it
quickens or animares a body,
Andthefenleis faid 10 be tgken
away when hamane underfian.
ding -ceafeth ro quicken, for
whenthe underflanding ceafeth

and-
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and in this refpelt feparateth it
felfe from the body , it 15 mot
therefore imply leparated.
 Thele things thou infpire(t o
Telus that thou mightelt (hew
-thy felfe to moft unworthy mee ,
as faras 1 am capable, .and thar I
may in thee contemplate that

mortall humane pature hath pae -
on immortality; that all menof

the fame humane nature may 1
thee attaine refurrc&ion and di.
yine lifes

What then can bee fweeter,

what more pieafant then toknow . -

this,char inthee O Iefu we: finde
all things that are in onr nature,
whichon'y canlt do all things
and givelt mofi iiberally,and up,
bradeft no man.- O inexprefible
mercy and picy,thonGod. wwhich
arrgeodnefle it felfe couldf not
frishe thy infinite clemency and
beunty except thou gavelt us thy

{elfe : Neither esu'd this be dor =

s i St

[URTRTE Sen
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more cenvenicntly for us thae
are the receivers then thar thou
fhouldeft affume our natare be-
caufe we could not appreach un-

to thine, fothou camefito us
and art named lefus the Saviour
blefled for evermore.

Heow Iefusis the word of
Lifn

C H A p- :’4. 1
Hy gift, thy beftand grea-

u»:’i—‘gui‘i inables me tocon-
remplar thee my Jefus preaching
the words of life and bennte-
fully fowing the Divine feeds in
the hearts of the hearers . And{
fee them go away which rece,
ved northe things of the fpirir: <
Bue I fee thiy Difciples abiding it
which began to raft the fiveer.
nefle of that Do@rine which,
Quicknechthe forle for all whom

t7a
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that firlt and chiefeft of all the
Appoltls Perer confelt that thou
Tefus had® the werd of lite, and
wondered that they which fecke
life wouldgo frem thee: Pax/
heard from thee Iefus in a rap.
ture the words of life, and thea
neither fivord nor famine of bo-
dy feparate him from thee: No
man could ever forake thee that
had tafted the words of life who
cah feparate a Beare from Hony,
after heehath ence tafted the
{iveetnefle of it ; How grear is
the fiveetnefle of truth how moft
dele&table alife dothit give a-
bove all bodily fieetnefie, foric
is abfolute fiveetnede |, from
whence floweth all thacby any
taft is defired - What 1s ftronges
than [ove by whichevery lovely

thing hath to bee loved? If the

knot or Bond of centra&ed love
be fometimes fo great that the
teare of death cannct breakeiny

what

¥
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w bat a knet isthere of that love
tafted from whenece is all love ? I
wondernot - that all euety of
paines was accomnted nothing
by other of thy ‘Souldiers of Je-
fis, to whom thou gaveft thy
felfe thelifeto be tafled afore-
hand.

O Jefusmy love, theu haft
fowed the feed of life inthe field
of beleevers,and watered it with
the reftimoney ofthybleod , and
fhewed by bodily death, thar
truth is the life of the reafonadle
Jpirit ,the feed grew inthe good
ground and brought ferth-good
frait, thou fheweft me O Lord
how my foule is the breach of life
in regard of my body into whica
it breacheth and inflowerh life,

Anditis not in regard of thee -

O God, but as it werea power
or poflibilicy of life: And be-
caufe thou canft not but grane

the things that arxe asked, if they
; be:

4
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be asked witha mofl attentive
faich, theu inflowelt or in/pirel
me that ‘there is ina Child a
foule which bath a vegetative
power and force in a&, for the
Childe groweth; It hath likewife
afencitive power im ad, for . the
Childefeeleth , it ‘hath likewife
an imaginative power, but mot -
yet ast, it hath likewife a difcur=
five power, whefe adt is yetmore
diftanc 3 And it hathan incel-
leétwall virtye , but in g pewer
yetmore gemote & further of,
fowe finde by experience . that
eneand the fame fople is firfin
alt inregard of the  inferior
powers:and afterwvard s in regard
ofthe {uperior. that firf he is an
animall man before a {pirituall -
man, -
$olikewife we know by proefe
that there is a certaine numerat] :
virtne in-the Bewells  of the
catth which may alo be calleda -
fpirie
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fpirit,and chav 1t 1s firlt in power
or poifibility to be madeamine-
ra of ftone, and ancther to bee
madea minera of Salt, and aro-
ther of Meteall ;and that there
are divers fuch {pirits according
tothe diverfity of Sones, Salts,
and Mettalls, but yet that there
is eme fpirit of the Minera of
& old, which by the influenceof
the Sun ,-or of the Heaven, is
continually more and meore pu-
xified, and at length fixed in:6
fuch Gold as is mot by any Ble-
ment to be cerrapred or difiroy-

ed, and thatin 1t there thines

exceeding much of the incorrup. ¥

tible light of heaven fer it is ve-
ry like'the corporall light ef the
Sun,

And the like wee finde alfo
of the vegicable and fenfitive fpia
ric, for the fenficive fpirit in a
man doth much conforme it felfe
unto the meving and infvenciali

virtue

-
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virtne of Heaven , and doth {1
ceffively take increafe under the
inflnence of Heaven , untill ic be
puc in perfe& a& : And it is
b: eught eut of the power or pole
fibility of the body , and there-
fore the perfetion of it ceafeth
as fooneas the perfe@tion of the

body failech.

Then is there an inteileftnall
piritwhich in the a&t of its pers
fection depends not of the body
but is united unto it by meancs
of the fenfitive virtne, This fpi-
rit becaufe it dependeth netof
the body,is not fubjelt te thein-
fluence-ofthe heaven by bedies,
neither depends it of the fenfia
tive fpirit, and fo nct of the wo.
ving power of Heaven; but as
the meyers of the heavenly.

Otbs are fubje&t tc the fith
mover , fo likewife this mover
which is the underflanding,
bot becaufle it is unitrdro the

bodie

P
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bo lie-by the meane of the fenfi-
tive power ;s eherefore it is not

. perlected withour the fences
P $

for ali that comes unto it from
ehe {enfible world comesuntoit
by meanesiof che fences,

And- therefore there can'bee
nothing in the - underftanding
whiclr hath nee fir@ bin in the
fence 5 And by how much the
lenfe i purer and perfester  and
the imagination eléarer, and the
difcoutfe bitcer, by fo much the
undcriianding ip irs intelle@u-
all operations islefle hindered,
and more perlpicatious,

Now the underftanding is fod
by the ord of lite,undes whofe
shuenceitis placedas the mo-
versofthe Orbs but differently,
as alfo the fpicits tharare fube
Jet to the influences of Heaven
are diflerently perfeted : ‘And

‘I a5 not petfecred bot aeceden-
‘eally by thefenible fpitic as che

Amage
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Tmage dotl: not perfelt, als
[ thongh It exc enquire the
tentivot the famplat or patterne,
[ as the dmage ol & 1 T"C:ff’cj
dothnot wriflow dovorian - but
¢ flirsup the memory that devoti=
on may be inflowed and becaute
the intelleCtuall fpiric 1snce ne=
cefficated by - the influence of

Feaven but is wholy f-ee,theres

fore except it d» by fa'th fubjedt

¢ it felic unto the influénce of the

¥ word of God it'is not peefested
as a Schollarthar is free, and in
his oywwne power, unleffe he fub.
je& himfelfe unto - the word of

his Mafter by beleeveinghee is
not perfe@ed  for hiee muft traf
and heaee his Mafter.

And the mnderftanding 1s per-
feed by the word of God | and
srowes , and is made every day
more capable and apt, and mote
Jike 1o the word , Andthis per-

e ionwhich thuscomes from
\ the
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the word fr\,m whence it had
ics being, Is not a corruptible
pecfection, but a perfeftion deia
forme or formed by God,as the
y»rfeéglon of -Gold is net cor-
ruptible,but of the forme of hea-
ven. And every underflanding
muft by faith fubje&t it felfe to
the word of Ged, and moft ats
tentively harken to that inter.
nall teaching f the higheft Mr,
and by hearing whae ‘the Lord
faich in iz, It (hall bee perfect-
l‘(l!
Wherefore thou O ]e(ns the
nly Mafter hath preached, that
ﬁmms neceflary for every one
that cemes to the fountaineof
lite and haft thewne that accers
ding to the degree of faith | the
influence of the divine pewcr is
prelent, O Saviour Chritt, two
things oniy halt thou ranghe,
Faith and Love : By faith the
mdelﬁandmg comes to the
. word




werd, and by love it is uniced
te ity By how much more ¢
comes unto irby fo much more
it is increafed inpower , ?by
how much more it Javech, by 1o
mach more ic is fixed to the
ight thereof ;and the word of
sod iswithin ic,[the underitan.
ding] and it needs not fecke for

cwithout ie felfe for - hee fhall
inde it within, and by faith jiee

aall approach unre it.

And that hee may comenee.
et hee fhall ebtaineby prayers;
of the word will increafe fajth.
y the Communication of jrs
ighe.

I give thee thanks O Jefus be-
aufe bycthy light I am come
18 farre,for in thy lighe, Ifee
helight of my life | hew thew
heword -infloweft | life to 3l
hat beleeve and perfecteft ali
that love thee.  Whar other

Dodrine was ever fo fhort and

efte@uafl

&
A,
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The Vifion of God 16!

the word frem whence it ha
its being, is not a corruptibl
pecfection, but a perte&ion dei
forme or formed by God,as th
perfedtion of Gold is net cor
ruptible,but of the forme of hea
ven. And every underflandin
muft by faith fubjeft it felfe ¢
the word of Ged, and moft at’
tentively harken to that inter
nall teaching of the highelt Mr
and by hearing what the Lor
faith in ir, Iz fhall bee perfe&
ed.

Wherefore thou O Jelus th
cnly Mafter hath preached, tha
faith is neceflaty for every on
that cemes to the fountainec
lite and haft thewne that acce
ding to the degree of faith | ¢k
inflaence of the divine power:
prelent, O Saviour Chriflt, tw
things oviy halt thou. rangh
Faith and Love: By faith th
®aderftanding comes to th
sl Wor
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word, and by love it is wunitee
to ity By how much mere it
. comes unto irby fo much more

itis increafed inpower ?by

how much more it Joveth, by 1o
. mach more ic is fixed to the
light thereof ;and the word of:
€od iswithin it,[the undertan.
ding] and it needs not fecke for
itwithout ir felfe. for - hee fhall
finde it within, and by faich hee
fhall approach nnre it.

And that hee may comenee..
ret hee fhall ebuineby prayersiy
for the word will increafe fajeh.
by the Communication of - jre
highe.

T give thee thanks O Jefits pe-
equle by thy llgbt I am come
o thus farre,for in thy lighe, Ifee
> the light of my life | hew thew
the word - inflowelt | life to o
that beleeve and perfectent gl
thar love thee.  Whar other
Dolrine was ever fo fhort and
@ L. effeQuall
| -~

B
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eftettuall as thine O good Jefus,

houperfivadeft nothing but te
beleeve, and thou commandeft
netig@e buc to love , Wharis
more ealic then to beleeve God,
what more fiveet than to love
him? How fweet is thy Yok and
how light is thy burthen O my
M. theu promifeft to them that
keepe this Dedtrine , whatfoe-
ver can be defired | for theu re-
quiteft nothing thaz is hard to
him that beleevcs,noching deni-
ed to him thaileves. Suchare
-ghe promifes thoumakeft ta thy
Diiciples and they are moft trae
becaufe thom art tructh which
. can(t premife nothing but erue

things, nay thew promifeft mes |

thing but thy felié,who art the

: ; \
.perfetion of every thing thae &

maybe perfeed. Te thee bee
praile ro thee be Glary, te thee
be thank{givingthrough all ages

\dsen,

How ¥
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How Iefusis the confumatior,

CHAP.3%
N/ Et what may that be O Leed
that thou fendeft into the
fpicit of that man whom thou
perfeCteft > Is ic not thy sood
fpiric which is wholly'in A& the
yertue and power of all vertues,
. and the periedicn ¢l all perfe& -
things , - becaufe it 1s hee that
worketh all things. Foras the
power of the Sunne defcending
irto the vegitable [piric, maves
it that it may be perfe&ted,and fo
by the meanes of a good Tree, -
there is made good fruit , but a
mof acceptable and naturall de,
ceftion of a heavenly heate. Se
thy fpirit OGed comes 1nto the
intelle&tual fpiric of Goed men,
and by the heatof divine love,
concodts the vinu311 power that
Ia it
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it may be perfeéted, and made
moft acceptable fruit unto it.

We finde by experience that
thy firople fpirit infinite in vir-
tue is manywayes received : for
ic is otherwife received imone
where it maks a prophetick fpi-
rit, X otherwife in another where
it makesa canning and skilfull
interpretor,and otherwife inag-
other where it teacheth knew.
ledge , and etherwile in o:her
men, For thereare divers gifts
thereaf. and they are the per-
fe&ions of the intelle&tuall fpi-
tit, 2s the fame heat of: chesfume
in divers Trees perfeétech di-
yeors fruits.

I fee O Lora that thy fpiritis
mot wanting te-any (piric, be-
¢caunfe it is the fpirit of fpirits,
1nd the motion of motions and
it lleth all the world,buc it dif=
chings which have not

the

pofc thall
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the intelle@ual fpiric by chat in.
telle@uall nacure, which moves
the Heaven , andby the motien
thereof all thmﬂs that are under
it, onlythe dupoﬁuon and dif=
penﬁmom in the intelleétuall na-
ture , it hath referved umto it
felfe aLove : Fer it hath elpomts
fed to it felfe this nature , in
whichit hach cholento reft as
ina Mantion honfe , and in the
Haven of trath, for no where els
can this truth be received in it
felfe,bur in the intelle&uall nas
ture.
Thea © Lord which workeft
all tiurgq for a“, felfe haft crea-
ted this whele world for thein-
telle&®uall nature. Asa Paintex
which tempreth divers Colours,
thatat ® length hee ‘may painc
himfelfe, to the end hee may
have his owne Image that his
Art may - therein reft and rake
delighe ythas fo being himfelfe
13
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and uumulmpuable at ‘the:
lealt, hee may be multiplyed af.
ter the beft, manner -poflible in.
the neere(t fimilitude, And Hee
makes many figures becaule the:
fimilitade of his s infinitvirtue &
power cannot bee aftera more
periedt manner explicated,but in
many things and all intelleGuall
lrmus areto eyery {pirit oppor-
tune. For if they were not in-
numérable , thou being an infi-
nite God couldft not be known
after-the beft manner': for every
intelleéivall fpiric feeth fome
thing in thee my Ged , which if
it were not revealed unto o-
thers they {heuld not approack
unto “thee their Ged after the
beft manner poflible. Therefore
the fpirit being full of love rea
veale their fectets one to aso.
ther ,and by 'this meanes the
knewledge of the beloved is ime
erealed, and the. defixq uato iz,
ang
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and the. fveetnefle of joy isin.
flamed.

Neither yet O'Lotd God haft
thou made the accomplithment
of thy work withour Jefas thy
Senne whom theu anoyncedt
sbove his fellowes,who is there.
fore Chrift In whefe underfan.
ding refls the perfeQionof eve-
ry creatable mature ; for it is the
laft and perfectelt unmukipli-
able likenefle of God, and there
can bee no-one fuch fapreame
one : For all. other intellStuall
fpirits are by the mediation of
that {pirie- (imilitades , and by
hew much more perfect , fot
much maore like uato it And
they all reft in that fpiric , as in
the laft of perfedtion of the Is

mage of God , of which Image-

they have atrained fome fimili=
tude and -degree - of penfestion,

I have thercfore by thy guife
© God.dll this vifible werid, and

Ak
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all the feripture, and dll adminis -

ftring fpirits to helpe me profie
inthe knowledge of thee, all
things excite mee to be wrned
te thee.

All Scripures Jabour formes
thing but to thew thee, all intels

le&tmall fpirits have no other ex. -

ercife but to feeke thee, andre.
veale what they have foundof
. thee.Above 3/l things thou haft
given me Jefns fora Maferthe
way of life,and the truth, that {o
there might bee mothingat all
wanting nnte mee,

Theu comforceft me by thy
holy fpirit, by it thow infpirest
the choile of life, holy defires
Thou afareft mee by a forerafte
of the fweetnefle of that glori-
ous life to love thee the infinite
good.

Thou ravitheft mee-that I am
sbove my felfe, and do betore

hand fee that placc of gloryto
7wk
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which thon mnvitelt mee, Theu
fheweft mee many delicate and
faverie difhes that draw meeby
their moft excellent odeur,thou
{affereft mee to {ee the trealure
of riches,life,joy, beanty, Thou
ditcovereft the “fountaine from
whence flowes every defireable
thing as wel in namure as in art,
Thou keepeft mothing fecret,
thon hideft not the vaineef love;
Ror peace, nor reft: :

Thou efferft all thimgs to me
moft mifefable man whom ‘thow
haftercated of nothing.

Why do I therefere ftay? why
dee I not ranne after my Chrift
in the odour ef this oymmcnvts?
Why dol not emter into _the
joy of my Mafter? What nel-
deth me, 1f ignorance of thee O
Lord and the vaine delights of
this fencible world have with~
holden me, it fhall nesy hold me

28
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no lenger.for I will O Ler.i(bes
caule thou givelt mee power 1o
will ) leave the things of this
world , becaule the world will
leave mee,I make haft tothe end
1 bave almeft finithed my cour'le
Iwill preventthe world in bid-
ding it farewell,beeaufe 1 iabour
towards.the Crowne, draw mee
O Lord (for no man can come
to thee except he bee drawne by
thee)that being drawne by thee,
I maybe freed from this werld
and joyne to thee the ablolute
©od in the eternity of a glori.
ous life. .Adwen,

FINIS.
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