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Born in Paris in 1840, Rodin died in Meudon, near Paris, in 1917. Of 

humble origin, he was given a religious education and, at the age of 

twenty-two, deeply affected by the death of his sister, considered en­

tering the priesthood. 

Turned down by the Ecole des Beaux-Arts, he became an ornamenter and 

molder in order to earn a living. From 1871 to 1878, he was in Belgium 

where he became friendly with Constantin Meunier. His strong personality 

was to make itself felt only after travelling to Italy in 1875. He then 

produced the AGE OF BRONZE that, in 1877, created a scandal scarcely com­

prehensible today. From this point onwards his works were always a sub­

ject of violent controversy. 

In 1884 he began the BURGHERS OF CALAIS. Other monumental works follow­

ed: VICTOR HUGO, Gate of Hell, the Thinker and, above all, the statue 

of BALZAC, refused in 1898 by the Societe des Gens de Lettres, which had 

ordered it, finally erected at the Raspail - Montparnasse Crossing, in 

1939, tw~nty-two years after Rodin' s death. At the Paris World Fair in 

1900, a whole pavilion was devoted to him. He then ceased to be ignored 

and became, almost overnight, a national figure. His works are in the 

Rodin Museum of Paris, the Rodin Museum of Meudon, the Rodin Museum in 

Philadelphia and in every important Museum of the World. 

Rodin was able, at one stroke, to put an end to the insipid Academicism 

that had reigned over sculpture for so long. Perhaps Rodin owes his pow­

er precisely to the enormity of his task. Rodin, for sculpture, is the 

equivalent, at one and the same time, of Van Gogh, of Gauguin, and of 

cezanne for painting. 

How well-behaved, as if intimidated by his presence, are the sculptors 

who came after him: Despiau, Maillol, and Bourdelle. Across the cen­

turies, during which sculpture seems to have lost its spirit, he is the 

one, the first, to link up with the cinquecento. Sir Herbert Read has 

called Rodin the greatest sculptor since Michelangelo. 

Through Rodin, sculptors relearned how to compose without prettifying, 

to signify without describing. Michelangelo is not only his master, 

Rodin accomplishes him. "I move", Rodin said, "in the remotest antiqui­

ty. I want to link the past to the present, revive memory, judge and 

somehow complete." 

Note: Capitals define sculptures or models of works 
which are exhibited in the Dominion Gallery. 
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Bronze, 42 inches 



EUSTACHE DE ST-PIERRE 
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Ne a Paris en 1840, Rodin est decede a Meudon, pres de Paris en 1917. 
D'origine tres humble, Rodin vecut dans une atmosphere religieuse, et 
a l'~ge de vingt-deux ans, tres affecte par la mort de sa soeur, il 
pensa a embrasser le sacerdoce. 

Refuse par l'Ecole des Beaux-Arts, il travailla comme decorateur et 
corrune mouleur afin de survivre. De 1871 a 1878 il vecut en B_elgique 
ou il se lia d'amitie avec Constantin Meunier. Sa tres forte persona­
lite ne se revela qu'apres ses voyages en Italie en 1875. Il executa 
ensuite L'AGE D'AIRAIN, qui en 1877,fit eclater un scandale qu'il nous 
est difficile de comprendre de nos jours. A partir de ce moment ses 
oeuvres furent toujours sujettes a de violentes polemiques. 

En 1884 debuta son travail sur les BOURGEOIS DE CALAIS. Plusieurs 
autres oeuvres d'envergure suivirent: VICTOR HUGO, La Porte de 
l'Enfer, Le Penseur, et surtout, la statue de BALZAC, qui fut refusee 
par la Societe des Gens de Lettres, qui l'avait commandee, et finale­
ment erigee a la croisee Raspail-Montparnasse en 1939, vingt-deux ans 
apres sa mort. A la Foire Internationale de Paris en 1900, on accorda 
a l'oeuvre de Rodin tout un pavilion. Il devint immediatement pres­
qu'une gloire nationale. Ses Oeuvres sent gardees dans le Musee Rodin 
de Paris,le Musee Rodin de Meudon et le Musee Rodin de Philadelphie et 
dans tous les grands Musees du monde. 

Rodin parvint d'un seul coup a mettre fin a cet academisme qui regnait 
sur la sculpture depuis tres longtemps. Rodin tient sa force de l'im­
mensite de son oeuvre. Rodin est pour la sculpture ce que. Van Gogh, 
Gauguin et Cezanne reunis, furent pour la peinture. 

Les grands sculpteurs qui auivirent Rodin, tels Despiau, Maillol et 
Bourdelle, subirent son influence tout comme s'ils avaient ete soumis 
par sa presence~ A travers les siecles la sculpture a semble perdre 
sa force, sa vigueur, et Rodin fut le premier a se rallier a la Re­
naissance italienne. Sir Herbert Read a qualifie Rodin "le plus grand 
sculpteur depuis Michel-Ange". 

De Rodin, les sculpteurs ont appris a composer sans enjoliver, A sig­
nifier sans decrire. Michel-Ange ne fut pas seulement son maftre, mais 
Rodin l'a continue. ttTe dire que je fais, depuis la premiere heure 
que je suis a Florence, une etude de Michel-Ange ne t'etonnera pas et 
je crois que ce grand magicien me laisse un peu de ses secrets." 

Note: Les titres en majuscules representent les 
pieces exposees a la Dominion Gallery. 
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