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PREFACE.

<O
<~

Tue Ebpitors cannot present another Volume of their
Work to the Public, without returning their thanks for
increased support, and respectfully soliciting its extension.
In the present day their object is peculiarly important, and
will, they flatter themselves, commend itself to the cordial
support of every friend to the connection which ought to
be maintained between sound Literature and pure Religion.
The Fac-similes of Autographs of eminent men, introduced
within the last year into this work—the Portrait presented
to their readers with the present number—and the extension
of their American correspondence, will, they trust, prove
the sincerity of their professions, that no efforts will be
wanting on their parts to render their Journal worthy of

the public support, which they earnestly solicit.
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THE INVESTIGATOR.

JULY, 1822.

Memoirs of the Life of the Rev. John Cotton, Sformerly of
Boston, in New England.

-WEe have long waited for an opportunity of commencing
with a suitable article, the Bibliographical department of
our Work, many valuable materials for which have been in
our hands since the commencement of our undertaking,
though they have hitherto given place to original com-
munications of more immediate interest.

We flatter ourselves, however, that the following reprint
of a memoir of a faithful labourer in the vineyard otP the
Lord, who has long since entered upon his rest, will not
be unacceptable to our readers, though presented to them
in the quaint, and now antiquated garb in which it first
made its appearance, more than an hundred and fifty years
ago. The book is extremely scarce ; we, ourselyes, having
been indebted for a copy of it, to the kindness of a valu.
able correspondent, deeply read in the literature of those
teresting, but much neglected times. The title of the
pamphlet is as follows :—

Abel being Dead yet Speaketh ; or, the Life and Death of that
deservedly Famous Man of Gop, Mr. Jokn Cotton, late
Teacher of theChurch of Christ,at Boston,in New-England.
By John Norton, Teacher of the same Church. Heb. 13.
7. “ Remember them which have the rule over ou, who have
spoken unto you the word of God ; whose faz’tlzy JSollow, con-
sidering the end of their conversation.” London, Printed by
Tho. Newcomb for Lodowick Lloyd, and are to be sold at
his Shop next the Castle-Tavern in Cornhill. 1658.

[T is the priviledg of the blessed who lived in heaven,
whilst they lived on earth, that they may live on earth,
whilst they live in heaven. And ’tis a part of the portion
of the saints, that (together with the benefit of the living)
they may enjoy both the life and death of those, who both
lived and dyed in the faith. Life and Death are yours. By
faith Abel being dead many thousand years since, yet
speaketh,* and will speak whil’st time shall be no moére.

* 1 Cor. 3, 22. Hebr. 11. 4.
VOL.V.—No0.9. B




2 Memoirs of the Life of the Rev. John Cotton.

That the living speak, is no wonder : but that the dead speak,
is-more then miraculous. This, though it be enough te
draw forth attention from the sons of men; who is not af-
fected with miracles? yet being influenced with a Divine and
special benediction ; for the memorial of the just 1s blessed :
To suppress an instrument of so much good with silence, were
not only unthankfulness to the dead, but an injury to the
generation present, and to many an one thatis to come. To
preserve the memory of the blessed with the spices and sweet
odors of their excellencies and weldoing, recorded to pos-
terity, is a super-Agyptian embalming, and a service which
many reasons perswade unto. This we do as men; glad to
rescue and solicitous to preserve any excellency in the sons
of mortality, that may outlive death ; desire of continuance
in being, is in itself inseparable from being. Dumb pic-
tures of deserving men answer not ingenuous minds capable
to retain the memorial of vertue, the real effigies of their
spirits. Besides unhappy emulation, happily expiring with
the life of the emulated : We greedily own and enjoy such
worthies, when they are not, whom envy in a great degree
bereaved us of, whilst they were. This we do as friends;
hence the Smyrnean poet of old, he is a true friend, who
continueth the memory of his deceased friend.* And this
is done, not only in love to them, but also in love to our-
selves, thereby easing in part our loss, and saving so much
of our own lives. He may the better be heard, who reckoned
his friend the one half of himself: when Moses intimates a
friend to be as our own soul; whilst Calvin lives, Beza’s life
is sweet; when Calvin dyes, death is the more acceptable
unto Beza+ This we do as Christians: The deeds of those
worthies was the subject matter of the speech of the saints;
these all obtained a good report.f A considerable part of
the scripture is a divine testimony of what the faithful have
done and suffered, recorded unto succeeding generations,
not only as a memorial of them, but as so many practical
demonstrations of the faithfulness of God: as so many full
and glorious triumphs over the world, sin, and Satan, ob-
tained by persons in like temptations, and subject to like
passions with ourselves. A quickening motive unto such
who have understanding of the times, not to pretermit those
testimonies, the signal presence of God in whom, manifests

* ) B o > ’ ’ ’ \ ¥ ) r 3 30
: ¢mel PINOG 0SIC TIPS PEUVY) TAL KTANEVOLO Ky AXVUTAL 8K €T (0VTOC

+ Nam is demum est amicus qui etiam extincti memoriam servat,
ejusque causé dolet, licet non amplius superstes sit.

1 Heb. xi, 36.




Memoirs of the Life of the Rev. John Cotton. 3

them to have been fore-appointed, for the further compleat-
ing of that cloud of witnesses which elevates the beholders
thereof, to lay aside every weight that doth so easily beset
us, and with the same spirit to run the race that is set be-
fore us.

The mystery of God, concerning all the transactions of
his eternal purpose upon the theatre of this world, through-
out the whole time of time, being fully accomphahed and re-
vealed, (that of Jesus Christ himself excepted) in none of all
the work which he hath olououqu done, will he be admlrgd
so much in that day, as in what he hath wrought in the lives
of and deaths of beleevers, as beleevers. The same object
is as admirable now as then; that it is notso much admired,
1s, because it is not seen now so much as it shall be then.
The greatest object out of heaven is the life and death of
such upon earth, who are now in heaven. You may beleeve
it, what God hath done for the soul of the least saint of some
few years continuance, were it digested into order, would
make a volume full of temptatlons signes, and w ondelb A
wonderful history, because a hlStOlV of such experiences,
each one whereof is more then a wonder. No greater acts
then their obedience, both active and passive unto the death.
The sufferings of the apostles may well be reckoned amongst
the acts of the apostles. No greater monuments then their
register: to live and die in the faith of Jesus; to do things
A orthv to be written, and to write things worthy to be done
both is good, and doth good. ’'Tis better with I iliam Hun-
ter, then with William the Conqueror. ’'Tis better to have
a name in the book of Martyrs then in the book of Chroni-
cles. Martial conquerors conquer bodies, by destlovmcr
Confessors conquer souls, by saveing. 'Ihev overcame bv
the blood of the Lamb, and the word of his tectlmonv and
loved not their lives unto the death. Amongst these, as the
age that now is (through grace) hath abounded mth many
worthies, so this eminent servant of God, the subject of our
present meditation, may without wrong unto any be placed
amongst the first three. Had it p]ea\ed the only wise God
to have put it into his heart to have imitated Junius, in
leaving behind him the history of his own life, how man
would have gladly received it, as Elisha did the mantle
which fell from Elijah, when he was caught up and carried
from him into heaven: but, Divine Providence otherwise dis-

osing, it remains, that they who have known his doctrine,
manner of life, purpose, faith, long-suffering, love, patience,
Rerserntions, and affliction, do not suffer such a light to be
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hid under a bushel, but put it on a candlestick, that it may
give light to them that are in the house.

His birth-place, Derby, we shall not detain the reader at,
though a scituation in respect of the purity, and frequent
agitation of the air, attempered (in the judgment of the
orator) for the breeding of better wits. Creatures are in
their kind subservient; but, tis God, (not the air) who puts
wisdom into the inward parts, and giveth understanding to
the heart. As the wise man and the fool die, so are they
both ordinarily born in the same place. The glory of every
good and perfect gift is reserved for the Father of lights.
Let it be sufficient to acknowledge both the place an honor
to the person, and the person an honor to the place. What
Basil sometime commended in the Martyrs, the same 1s to
be looked at in our confessor (or martyr, which you please)
namely, that his praise isnot to be deriyed from his country
here below, wherein he was born ; but from his relation unto
that Hierusalem which is above, where he was istrument-
ally born again, according unto grace. The mercy of a good
descent which the joint-consent of all generations, hath
always voted not to be the least part of outward happiness,
God blessed him with from the womb, his parents being per-
sons of considerable quality, and of good reputation, their
condition, as to the things of this life, competent; neither
unable to defray the expence of his education in literature,
nor so abounding as to be a temptation on the other hand
unto the neglect thereof. Crates the philosopher would
needs go unto the highest place of the city and cry in the
audience of all the people, O men! whether go ye? why take
\};e so much pains to gather riches for your children, and

ave no care to train them up, who should enjoy them? And
Plutarch was wont to say, that he would add but this one
thing thereunto; that such men as these were, are very like
to them who are very careful for the shooe, and take no care
for the foot. But God who had predetermined this then ten-
der plant to be a tree of life for the feeding of many thou-
sands, to be a chosen vessel to bear his name before the
nations ; in way thereunto inspired his parents with an ef-
fectuall sollicitude concerning the ordering of the child in
his minority. The Grecians called timous erudition, Pa:-
deia; the word itself a loud admonition to wise fathers, not
to suffer the childish years of their offspring, to pass
away without discipline. Though vain man would be wise,
yet may he be compared to the cubb, as well as to the wild
agses colt: Now we know the bear, when she bringeth forth
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her young ones, they are an ill-favoured lump, a masse with-
out shape, but by continuall licking, they are brought to
some form. Children are called infants of the palms, or
educations,* not because they are but a span in length, but
because the midwife, as soon as they are born, stretcheth
out their joints with her hand, that they may be more
streight afterwards.

This care in the parents was quickly above expectation
encouraged in the first-fruits of their young son’s profici-
ency, more and more increasing great hopes concerning him
throughout the whole time of his minority, wherein he was
trained up in the grammar-school of Derby. Three ingredi-
ents Aristotle requires to compleat a man: an innate excel-
lency of wit, instruction, and government. The two last we
have by nature, in them man is instrumental: the first we
have by nature more immediately from God. This native
aptitude of mind, which is indeed a peculiar gift of God,
the naturalist calls the sparklings and seeds of vertue, and
looked at them as the principles and foundation of better
education. These, the godly-wise advise such to whom the
inspection of youth is committed, to attend unto; as spring-
masters were wont to take a tryal of the vertue latent in
waters, by the morning-vapours that ascend from them.+
The husbandman perceiving the nature of the soyle, fits it
with suitable seed: A towardly disposition is worse then
lost without education. The first impression sinks deep,
and abides long. The manners and learning of the scholar,
depend not a little upon the manners and teaching of the
master. Physicians tell us, that the fault of the first con-
coction is not corrigible by the second;and experience shew-
eth, that errors committed in youth through defect of educa-
tion, are difficultly cured in age. Mephibosheth halteth all
his life-long, of the lameness he got through his nurses
carelesness when he was a child. In the piety of England’s
Edward the sixth, and Elizabeth, history ingenuously and
thankfully acknowledgeth the eminent influence of their
tutors : but amongst the causes of Julian’s apostacie, the same
remembrancer mentioneth it as a principal one, that he had
two heathenish masters, Libanius and Iamblicus, from whom
he drank in great prophaneness: the best soil needs both till-
ing and sowing ; there must be culture as well as seed, or you
can expectno harvest. What son is he, that the father chas-
teneth not? And that our daughters may be as corner-

* Lam. 2, 20.
t Animi nostri sunt agri animati- Clem. Alex.
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stones, palace-stones, and (albeit the weaker vessels, yet)
vessels of precious treasure, they must be carved, that is,
suffer the cutting, engraving, and polishing hand of the ar-
tificer. Since the being of sin, doctrine and example alone
are insufficient; discipline is an essential part of the nurture
of the Lord. The learned and famous Melancthon’s words
are remarkable, speaking of his schoolmaster : I (saith he)
had “a master, who was an excellent grammarian: he 1m-
“ posed upon me such and such exercises, not permitting
‘“ any omission thereof: as often as I erred I was punished,
¢« but with such moderation as was convenient. So he made
“ me a grammarian. He was an excellent man ; he loved me
“ as a son, and I loved him as a father; and I hope we shall
“ both shortly meet together in heaven: his severity was
“ not severity, but paternal discipline.”

Mans Belial-heart, because such, though it cannot want,
yet it will not bear the yoke of education. Children love
not to take physick, though they die without it. The non-
acknowledgment hereof, is the denying of our original dis-
ease; the rejection of it, 1s to choose transgression rather
then correction. If you ask why the famous Lacedemonian
state lived and flourished, when their sister-cities of Greece
fell to dissoluteness, and from thence to confusion : Xenophon
tells us the reason thereof was, because the Lacedemonians
established the education of their youth by a law, which the
other Grecians neglected. Sure we are, that it is a statute
in Israel, and a law of the God of Jacob, Fathers, bring up
your children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. And
unto the training up of a child in the way he should go,
faithful is He which hath promised, that when he is old, he
will not depart from it.

About thirteen years of age he was admitted into Trinity-
Colledge in Cambridge, much about the time whereat the
famous Juel was sometimes sent unto Oxford; at the hearing
of whose lectures afterwards, his sometime tutor Parkhurst

saluted him with this distich:

Olim discipulus mihi chare Juelle fuisti:
Nunc ero discipulus, te renuente, tuus.

Great Juel, thou a scholar wast to me:
Though thou refuse, thy scholar now I'll be.

'Tis not youth, but licentiousness in youth, that unfits for

* Mel. Adam in vita Melanct.
+ Xenophon in lib, de Repub. Lacedem.
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an academical state; such as Philostratus long since com-
lained of, who stain an Athenian life with wicked manners.
he prince of the Peripateticks describing his hearers, dis-
tinguisheth between youths in years, and youths in man-
ners : such who are old in days, yet youths in disposition, he
rejects: such who are youths in age, but seniors in spirit
and behaviour, he admits into his auditory. Junius telleth
us, that his grandfather was wont {o write to his father Dio-
nysius, when a student in the universities of France, with this
salt superscription : Dionysio dilecto filio, misso ad studendum -
To Dionysius my beloved son, sent to study. Idleness in youth
is scarcely healed without a scar in age. Life is but short;
and our lesson is longer then admits the loss of so great an
opportunity, without a sensible defect afterward shewing it-
self. Bees gather in the spring, that which they are to live
upon in the winter: therefore, Fox bishop of Winchester,
willed the students of that colledge whereof he was a bene-
factor, to be as so many bees. Seneca admonisheth his Lu-
cilius, that those things are to be gotten whilst we are young,
which we must make use of when we are old.* Accordingly
God, who had set apart our student to be a Junius, not a
Dionysius, inclined his heart unto such attractive diligence,
and effectual improving of opportunities: whence his pro-
fiting in the arts and languages above his equals, so far com-
mended him unto the master and fellows, as that he had
undoubtedly been chosen fellow of that colledge, had not the
extraordinary expence about the building of their great hall
at that time put by, or at least deferred their election until
some longer time. From Trinity he was removed to Emanuel,
that happy seminary both of piety and learning. The ocea-
sion I cannot now learn: howsoever, it may call to minde that
maxim of the herbalists, Plante translatio est planta perfectio ;
the transplantation of a plant, is the perfection of a plant.
In that society the Lord gave him favor, so that in due time
he was honoured with a fellowship amongst them, after a
diligent and strict examen, according to the statutes of that
house. Wherein this is not unworthy the taking notice of;
that when the poser came to examine him in the Hebrew
tongue, the place that he took trial of him by, was that
Isaiah 3. against the excessive bravery of the haughty daugh-
ters of Sion; which hath more hard words in it, then an
place of the bible within so short a compass; and therefore
though a present construction and resolution thereof might

* Juveni parandum, seni utendum est.




8 Memoirs of the Life of the Rev. John Colton.

have puta good Hebrician to a stand, yet such was his dexte-
rity, as made those difficult words facil, and rendred him a
prompt respondent. This providence is here remarkable
concerning him; that whereas his father (whose calling was
towards the law) had not many clients that made use of his
advice in law-matters before, it pleased God after his son’s
1%oing to Cambridge to bless him with great practice, so that

e was very able to keep him there and to allow him liberal
maintenance : Insomuch that this blessed man hath been
heard to say, God kept me in the University.

He is now in the place of improvement, amongst his é¢pa-
p\\ot, beset with examples, as so many objects of better
emulation: If he slacken his pace, his compeers will leave
him behind ; and though he quicken it, there are still those
which are before. Notwithstanding Themistocles excelleth,
yet the trophies of Miltiades suffer him not to sleep. Cato
that Heluo, that devourer of books, is at Athens. Ability
and opportunity are now met together; unto both which
industry actuated with a desire to know, being joined, be-
speaks a person of high expectation. The unwearied pains
of ambitious and unquiet wits, are amongst the amazements
of ages. Asia and Egypt can hold the seven wonders; but
the %ooks, works, and motions of ambitious mindes, the
whole world cannot contain. It was an illicit aspiring after
knowledge, which helped to put forth Eve’s hand unto the
forbidden fruit : the less marvel if irregenerate and elevated
wits, have placed their summum bonum in knowledge, in-
defatigably pursuing it as a kind of deity, as a thing numi-
nous, yea, as a kind of mortal-immortality. Diogenes, De-
mocritus,and other philosophers, accounting large estates to
be an impediment to their proficiencie in knowledge, dis-
possessed themselves of rich inheritances, that they might
be the fitter students; preferring an opportunity of study
before a large patrimony. Junius, yet ignorant of Christ,
can want his country, necessaries, and many comforts; but
he must excell. Through desire a man having separated
himself, seeketh and intermedleth with all wisdom, Prov.18.1.
The elder Plinius lost his life in venturing too neer to search
the cause of the irruption of the hill Vetruvius. ’Tis true,
knowledge excelleth other created excellencies, as much
as light excelleth darkness : yet it agreeth with them in this,
that neither can exempt the subject thereof from eternal
misery. Whilst we seek knowledge with a selfish interest,
we serve the decree ; and self being destroyed according to
the decree, we hence become more able to serve the com-
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mand. The treasure which man irregenerate travelleth for,
as intending it for themselves, man regenerate expends for
God.

As he was a lover of labor, so he was communicative, a
diligent tutor, and full of students committed to his care.
He was a didactical man, both able, and apt to teach. Abi-
lity to instruct youth, argueth a wise-man. To guide man,
Nazianzen accounted the art of arts.* To be willing to
teach, argueth a good man; good is communicative. Such
was his academical dexterity, that he could impart (as Sca-
liger speaks) the felicities of wit to his hearers, so accomo-
dating and insinuating the matter in hand, as his pupils
might both perceive their profiting, and taste the sweetness
of that wherein they profited. Thus by schoole-stratagems,
he won the hearts of his scholars both to himself, and to a
desire of learning; they were as Socrates and Alcibiades,} or
rather as the prophets, and the sons of the prophets: his
pupils were honorers, and lovers of him; he was a tutor,
friend and father unto them.

The manner of his conversion take in his own words (as
neer as can be remembred) thus. During his residence in
the university, God began to work upon him under the
ministery of Mr. Perkins of blessed memory. But the mo-
tions and stirrings of his heart which then were, he sup-
pressed; thinking that if he should trouble himself with
matters of religion, according to the light he had received,
it would be an hindrance to him in his studies, which then
he had addicted himself unto. Therefore he was willing to
silence those suggestions and callings he had from the Spirit
inwardly, and did wittingly defer the prosecution of that
work until afterwards. t length, walking in the field, and
hearing the bell toll for Mr. Perkins who then lay dying, he
was secretly glad in his heart, that he should now be rid of
him who had (as he said) laid siege to and beleaguer’d his
heart. This became a cause of much affliction to him, God
keeping it upon his spirit, with the aggravation of it, and
making it an effectual meanes of convincing and humblin
him in the sight and sense of the natural enmity that is in
mans nature against God. Afterwards, hearing doctor Sibbs,
(then Mr. Sibbs) preaching a sermon about regeneration,
where he first shewed what regeneration was not, when
opening the state of a civil man, he saw his own condition

¥ réxvy rexvow, ¥ imsapy imsqpev dvBpemoy dysw.

+ Mellific. Historic, par. 1. in Historia Alcibiadis.
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fully discovered, which through mercy did drive him to a
stand, as plainly seeing himself to have no true grace, all
his false hopes and grounds now failing him: and so he lay
a long time in an uncomfortable despairing way ; and (_)f all
things, this was his heaviest burthen, that he had w1ttmglK
withstood the meanes and offers of grace and mercy whic
he found had been tendred to himj; till it pleased God to let
in some word of faith into his heart, to cause him to look
unto Christ for healing, which word (if memory faileth not)
was dispensed unto him by doctor Sibbs ; which begatin him
a singular and constant love of doctor Sibbs, of whom he
was also answerably beloved.

That which first made him famous in Cambridge, was his
funeral oration for doctor Some, master of Peter-house; so
accurately performed, in respect of invention, elegancy, pu-
rity of style, ornaments of rhetorick, elocution, and orato-
rious beauty of the whole, as that he was thenceforth looked
at as another Xenophon, or Musa Attica throughout the Uni-
versity. Some space of time intervening, he was called to
preach at St. Maries, where he preached an University-Ser-
mon, with high applause of academical wits, so that the
fame of his learning grew greater and greater. Afterwards
being called to preach in the same place, as one oration of
Pericles left the hearer with an appetite of another; so the
memory of his former accurate exercises, filled the colledges,
especially the young students, with a fresh expectation of
such elegancies of learning, that the curious and Corinthian
wits, who prefer the Muses before Moses, who taste Plato
more then Paul, and relish the orator of Athens far above the

reacher of the cross, (like Quintilians numerous auditory,
sufficient to tempt the abilities of the speaker) flock to the
sermon with an Athenian itch after some new thing, as to
the ornaments of rhetorick and abstruser notions of philose-
phy. But his spirit now savoring of the cross of Christ
more then of humane literature, and being taught of God to
distinguish between the word of wisdom, and the wisdom of
words ; his speech and preaching was not with the enticing
words of mans wisdom, but in the demonstration of the
spirit and of power. The disappointed expectation of the
auditory soon appeared in their countenances ; and the dis-
couragement of their non-acceptance returned him unto his
chamber not without some sadder thoughts of heart. Where
he had not been long alene, but lo, doctor Preston (then
master Preston) knocks at his door, and coming in, acquaints
him with his spiritual condition, and how it had pleased God
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to speak effectually unto his heart by that sermon: after
which, doctor Preston ever highly prized him, and both
fully and strongly closed with him. Whichreal seal of God
unto his ministry comforted his soul, far above what the
present less-acceptance of the auditory had dejected him,
or their former acceptance encouraged him. This brings to
mind that celebrated story of the conversion of the Heathen
Philosopher at Nice, which God wrought by the means of
an ancient and pious confessor, plainly declaring unto him
the doctrine of faith, after that many Christian Philosophers
had by philosophical disputations laboured in vain. Christ
evidently held forth, is divine eloquence, the eloquence of
eloquence. God will not have it said of Christ, as A /lerander
said of Achilles, that he was beholden to the pen of him that
published his acts. ’Tis Christ that is preached, not the
tongue of the preacher, to whom is due all praise. Such
instances conclude, that Paul/ is more learned then Plato.
We must distinguish between ineptness of speech, carnal
thetorick, and eloquent gospel-simplicity ; between 1gno-
rance, ostentation, and learning. The preacher sought to find
out acceptable words, and words of truth.

His Concio ad Clerum, when he proceeded bachelor of di-
vinity (after he had been at Boston about half a year) was
very much admired and commended. His text was Mat.5.13.
Vos estis sal terre: quod si sal infatuatus fuerit, quo salietur?
Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost its savour,
wherewith shall it be salted? In handling of which, both the
weight of the matter, elegancie of phrase, rhetorical streins,
grave, sweet, and spiritual pronuntiation, rendred him yet
more famous. The like did his answering of the Divinity-
Actin the schools, having a very acute opponent, Mr. William
Chappell, to dispute with him. So that in Cambridge the
name of Mr. Cotton was much set by.

Unto this earthen vessel thus filled with heavenly treasure,
Boston in Lincolnshire made their address, saying, Come and
help us! And in that candlestick the Father of spirits placeth
this burning and shining light. To yvhom he removed from
Cambridge about the 28th year of his age. At the first he
met with some obstructions from the diocesan, then bishop
Barloe, who told him that he was a young man, and unfit to
be set over such a divided people. Mr. Cotton being inge-
nuous, and undervaluing himself, thought so too, and pur-
posed to return to the college again: but some of his Boston
friends understanding that one Simon Biby was to be spoken
with, who was neer to the bishop, they presently charmed
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him, and so the business proceeded without further trouble,
and Mr. Cotton was admitted into the place after their man-
ner in those days.
Two things are here not unworthy of observation, (which
he would sometimes speak of to his friends:) First, that in
the beginning of his ministery, he was exercised with some
inward troubles which much dejected him. No sooner had
Christ received his mission into his publick ministery, but
he is led into the wilderness to be tempted of the Devil.
Wise Heman suffered the horrors of God, and was laid in
the lowest pit. The doctor of the Gientiles stood in need of
being buffeted by Satan. The tempter is in Christs hand,
and an instrumental winnower of the disciples. His fiery
darts, through the influence of him who succors those that
are tempted, cleanse as well as smart; and this cleansing
efficacie remains when the smart is over. From the experi-
ence of this archer, are the choise shepherds in Israel. Good
spirits are much better’d by their conflicts with the worst of
spirits: spiritual preachers are often trained up in the school
of temptation: so true is that theological maxim ; meditation,
prayer, and temptation make a divine.* This dispensation of
the all-wise God he afterwards found not only to be benefi-
cial to him, in preparing his heart for his work, but also that
it became an effectual means of his more peaceable and com-
fortable settlement in that place, where the people were
divided amongst themselves, by reason of a potent man in
the town, who adhered to another Cambridge-man, whom he
desired to bring in. But when they saw Mr. Cotton wholly
taken up with his own exercises of spirit, they were free from
all suspition of his being pragmatical, or addicted to siding
with this or that party, and so began to close more fully
with him. And secondly, Whereas there was an Arminian
artv in that town, some of whom were witty, and troubled
others with disputes about those points, by God’s blessing
upon his labours in holding forth positively such truths as
undermined the foundations of Arminianism, those disputes
ceased, and in time Arminianism was no more pleaded for.
So God disposeth of the hearts of hearers, as that generally
they are all open and loving to their preachers in their first
times: trials are often veserved until afterwards. Epipha-
nius calleth the first year of Christ’s ministery, the acceptable
ear. Thedisciples in their first mission want nothing, and
return all safe ; but after his death they met with other en-

* Tria faciunt theologum, meditatio, oratio, tentatio.
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tertainment, and come short home. Young Peter girdeth
himself and walks whither he will; but Old Peter is girded
by another, and carried whither he would not.

For three or four years he lived and preached among
them without opposition; they accounted themselves ha py
(as well they might) in the enjoyment of him, both the town
and country thereabout being much bettered and reformed
by his labours. After, not being able to bear the ceremonies
imposed, his non-conformity occasioned his trouble in the
court of Lincoln, from whence he was advised to appeal to
a higher court: And imploying Mr. Leveret (who afterwards
was one of the ruling-elders of the church of Boston in New-
England) to deal in that business, and he being a plain man
as Jacob was, yet piously subtile to get such a spiritual
blessing, so far insinuated himself into one of the proctors
of that high-court, that Mr. Cotton was treated by them as
if he were a conformable man, and so was restored unto Bos-
ton. (Likewise by the same meanes it was, that a gentleman
of Boston, called Mr. Bennet, used occasionally afterwards
to bring him in again:) After this time he was blessed with
a successful ministry, unto the end of twenty years. In
which space he on the Lord’s-day, in the afternoons, went
over the whole body of divinity in a cathechistical way thrice,
and gave the heads of his discourse, to those that were
young schollars, and others in the town, to answer hig
questions in publick in that great congregation; and after
their answers he opened those heads of divinity, and finally
applyed all to the edification of his people, and to such
strangers as came to hear him. In the morning on the
Lord’s-day, he preached over the first six chapters of the
gospel of John; the whole book of Ecclesiastes, the prophesie
of Zechariah, and many other scriptures, and when the
Lord’s-supper was administred (which was usually every
moneth,) he preached upon 1 Cor. 11. and 2 Chron. 30. per
totum, and some other scriptures concerning that subject.
On his lecture days, he preached thorough the whole “first
and second Epistles of John, the whole book of Solomon’s
Song, the parables of our Saviour set forth in Matthew’s Gos-
pel to the end of chapter 16. comparing them with Mark
and Luke: He took much pains in private, and read to
sundry young schollars, that were in his House, and some
that come out of Germrmy, and had his house full of audi-
tors. Afterwards, seeing some inconvenience in the peos
ples flocking to his house, besides his ordinary lecture on
the 5 day of the week, he preached thrice more in publick
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on the week days. On the fourth and fifth days early in
the morning, and on the last day at three of the clock in the
afternoon. Only these three last lectures were performed
by him but some few years before he had another famous
colleague. He was frequent in duties of humiliation, and
thanksgiving. Sometimes five or six hours in prayer, and
opening of the word, so undefatigable in the Lord’s work,
so willing to spend and to be spent. He answered many
letters that were sent far and near, wherein were handled
many difficult cases of conscience, and many doubts cleered
to great satisfaction.

He was a man exceedingly loved and admired of the best,
and reverenced of the worst of his hearers. He was in great
favour with doctor Williams, the then bishop of Lincoln,
who much esteemed him for his learning, and (according to
report) when he was lord keeper of the great seal, went to
king James, and speaking of Mr. Cotton’s great learning and
worth, the king was willing, notwithstanding his non-con-
formity, to give way that he should have his liberty without
interruption in his ministry, which was the more notable
considering how that kings spirit was carried out against
such men. Also, the Earl of Dorcester being at Old- Boston,
and hearing Mr. Cotton preaching concerning (if memory
fail not) civil-government, he was so affected with the wis-
dom of his words and spirit, that he did ever after highl
account of him, and put himself forth what he could in the
time of Mur. Cotton’s troubles to deliver him out of them, that
his Boston might enjoy him as formerly; but he found spi-
ritual wickednesses in high places too strongly opposite to
his desires.

About this time he married his second wife, Mris. Sarah
Story, then a widow. He was blessed above many in his
marriages, both his wives being pious matrons, grave, sober,
faithful, like Euodias and Syntyche, fellow-laborers with him
in the gospel : by the first he had no children; the last God
made a fruitful vine unto him. His first-born she brought
forth far off upon the sea: he that left Europe childless,
arived a joyfull father in America. God who promiseth to
be with his servants when they passe through the waters,
having caused him to embrace a son by the way; in memo-
rial whereof he called his name Seaborn, to keep alive (said
he) in mee, and to teach him if he live, a remembrance of
sea-mercies, from the hand of a gracious God. He is yet
living, and now entred into the work of the ministry. A son
of many prayers, and of great expectation. .
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The time being now come, wherein God purposed to su-
peradd unto what had formerly been, a practical and more
notable testimony against the intermixing of humane inven-
tions with institutions divine, and to the gospel church-wor-
ship and politie in their purity, he in his All-wise providence
transplants many of his faithfull servants into this vast wil-
derness, as a place in respect of it’s remoteness so much the
fitter for the fuller inquiry after, and free exercise of all his
holy ordinances, and together therewith for the holding forth
a pregnant demonstration of the consistency of civil-govern-
ment with a congregational-way. God giveth Moses the
pattern of the tabernacle in the wilderness. FEzekiel seeth
the formes of the house in exile. John receiveth his reye-
lation in Patmos. Jotham upon mount Gerizim is bold to
utter his apologue : and David can more safely expostulate
with Saul, when he is gotten to the top of the hill a far off,
a great space between them. The Parthians having learned
the art of shooting backwards,* made their retreat more
terrible then their onset to their adversaries. The event,
soon shewed the wisdom of God herein, the people in a short
time clearly understanding that truth in the practice, which
by dispute they could not in a long time attain unto. In
order hereunto, the God of the spirits of all flesh, stirreth up
many of his faithful ones to leave that pleasant land, their
estates, their kindred, their fathers houses, and sail over the
Atlantic-Ocean unto this vast Jeshimon. Amongst whom
this choice-servant of God, with may others graciously fitted
for such a work, are sent over to set up the worship of Christ
in this desart. A service, of which the Apologetical bre-
thren (may we be permitted to transcribe their apprehension
thereof) speak thus. ¢ Last of all we had the recent and
“later example of the ways and practices (and those im-
“ proved to a better edition, and greater refinement by all
“ the forementioned helpes) of those multitudes of godly
“men of our own nation, almost to the number of another
“nation, and among them some as holy and judicious di-
““ yines as this kingdom hath bred ; whose sincerity in their
“ way hath been testified before all the world, and will be
“ to all generations to come, by the greatest undertaking
“ (but that of our father Abraham out of his own
“ country, and his seed after him) a transplanting
“ themselves many thousand miles distance, and that
“ by Sea, into a wilderness, meerly to worship God

“ Terga conversi metuenda Parthi. Seneca.
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‘“ more purely, whither to allure them there could be no
““ other invitement.”

Exilium causa ipsa jubet mihi dulce videri,
Et desiderium dulce levat patrize.”

Bereaved Exiles ought not to repine,
When as the cause presents an Anodine.

The persons spoken of in this transcript, in the recital
thereof distinguish between the act and the agents. This
testimony whilst they crave leave to present unto the reader
in way of defence for their undertaking, so far as to be of
God; they are ashamed of themselves the agents, as most
unworthy. They here read their duty, what they ought to
be; and are not insensible of the goads of the wise, provok-
ing them to be according to their duty: in the mean while
confessing and lamenting their too manifest unanswerable
walking unto their profession, and their brethrens ex-
pectation.

The cause of his departure was this: The corruption of
the times being such, as would not endure his officiating
any longer in his station without sin; and the envy of his
maligners having procured letters-missive to convent him
before the high-commission, which a debauched inhabitant
of that town (who not long after died of the plague) under-
took to deliver to him, according as he had already done to
some others: Mr. Cofton having intelligence thereof, and
well knowing that nothing but scorns and imprisonment
were to be expected ; conformably to the advice of many able
heads and upright hearts (amongst whom that holy man
Mr. Dod of blessed memory had a singular influence) he kept
himself close for a time in and about London, as Luther
sometimes at Wittenberg, and Pareus afterwards at Anvilla.
Neither was that season of his recess unprofitable: but as
Jerom retired to his den at Bethlehem was an oracle unto
many in his time, so addresses during that interim were made
unto him privately by divers persons of worth and piety, who
received from him satisfaction unto their consciences in
cases of greatest concernment. His flight was not like that
of Pliny’s mice, that forsake a house foreseeing the ruine of
it; or of mercenaries, who flie from duty in time of danger :
but Providence Divine shutting up the door of service in
England, and on the other hand opening it in New- England,

* Beza Eleg. 2.
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he was guided, both by the word and eye of the Lord. And
as David yielded upon the perswasion of his men, to absent
himself from danger, so he suffered himself to be perswaded
by his friends to withdraw from the lust of his persecutors,
for the preservation of soprecious a light in Israel; after the
example of Jacob, Moses, the plophets which Obadiah hid
in the caves, Polz/carp, Athanasius, yea and Christ himself’;
When they persecute you in one city, flie unto another. Cypnan
implieth, that a tempestive flight is a kinde of confession
of our faith; it being an open professmn that our faith is
dearer to us then all that we flie from, for the defence there-
of. It was not a flight from duty, but from evident, and
regularly evitable danger; not from the evil of persecution,
but from the evil of obstruction unto serviceableness. It was
not a flight from duty, but unto duty; not from the profes-
sion of the truth, but unto a more opportune place for the
profession of it.

Thus, this infant and small commonwealth being now
capacitated, both in respect of civil and church estate, to
walk with God according to the prescript of his word, it
was the good hand of the Lord unto his servants who had
afflicted their souls to seek of him aright way for themselves,
their little ones, and their cubstance to send unto them
(amongst many others) this man of understanding, that
might e unto them as eyes in this wilderness, His manner
of entrance unto them was with much blessing. For at his
first coming, he found them not without some troubles,
about sethno* the matters of the church and common-
wealth.

When Mr. Cotton (being requested) preaching before the
general court out of Hamraz 2. 4. Yet now be strong, O Ze-
rubbabel, saith the Lord, be strong, O Joshua son of Josedel
the High-Priest, and be strong all ye people of the land, saith
the Lord, and work; for I am qwith you, saith the Lord of hosts:
as Menenius Agrippa sometimes by his oration healed that
then-threatning breach between the fathers and the people
of Rome;* so thlounh the Lord’s working mightily by this
Sermon, all obstructions were presently Yemoved, and the
spirits of all sorts, as one man, were excited unanimousl
and vigorously in the work of the Lord from that day. In
order whereunto the court considering; that, that people of
God, all the members of which republick were church-mem-
bels, were to be governed conformably to the law of God,

* Liv. Histor, lib. 2. cap. 32,
¥yOL. V,—NO. Y. 0
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i desired Mr. Cotton to draw an abstract of the judicial laws
il delivered from God by Moses, so far forth as they were of

f‘ moral (i.e. of perpetual and universal) equity. hich he

‘ did, advising them to persist in their purpose of establish-
ing a Theocraty (i. e. God’s government) over God’s people.
It was an usual thing henceforth, for the magistrate to con-
sult with the ministers in hard cases, especially in matters
of the Lord : yet so, as notwithstanding occasional conjunc-
tion, religious care was had of avoiding confusion of coun-
sels: Moses and Aaron rejoiced, and kissed one another in
the mount of God. After which time, how useful he was
to England, to N. E. to magistrates, to ministers, to people,
in publick and private, by preaching, counsel, and resolving
difficult questions, all know that knew him, and consequentl
saw the grace of God so evidently manifested in him. In the
course of his ministery in New- Boston, by way of exposition,
he went through the Old-Testament unto Isa. 30. the whole
New-Testament once through, and the second time unto the
middle of Heb. 11. Upon Lord’s days and lecture-days, he
preached through the Acts of the Apostles, Haggai, Zechary,
Ezra, the Revelation, Ecclesiastes, Canticles, the second and
third epistles of John, the epistle of Titus, both the epistles
of Timothy, the epistle to the Romans, with other scriptures :
the presence of the Lord being mighty with him, and crown-
ing his labours to the conversion of many souls, and the
edification of thousands. Besides these labours foremen-
tioned, he hath many pieces in print, which being well
known, need the less to be here enumerated.

His youth was unstained, whence he was so much the
more capable of being an excellent instrument in the church
in his after-age. Many do that evil whilst they are young,
which makes them unable (at least comparatively) to do so
much good when they are old. Hemust have a good report
of them that are without,* lest he fall into the reproach and
snare of the devil. Satan catcheth at the scandals of such
who are in the ministery, as fittest materials to make snares
unto the prejudice both of the gospel, and of souls. Augus-
tine, to whom God in this respect shewed peculiar merey,
upon his (ordinarily) uparallel’d repentance, telleth us, A
good life is requisite in respect of ourselves, but a good
name is requisite in respect of others.f The gratefulnese of
the most excellent liquor unto the stomach, depends in part
upon the quality of the vessel. We may be good men, if we

* 1 Timothy 3. 7. 1 Aug. de bono viduitat. c. 22,
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have a good conscience; but we are not like to do much
good, if we have not a good name. Our religion, our report,
and our eye, must not be plaid withal. It is a smart admo-
nition mentioned by Sturmius in his classical epistles, when
upon such an one reading out of Tully’s Offices, who himself
was not of an unblemished life, his hearer objects, Docet
officium, non _facit officium ; he teacheth duty, but he doth not
do his duty. A divine freedom did open Samuel’s mouth to
testifie against the sins of the people, whilst they were com-
pelled to testifie unto the innocencie of Samuel. To be long
at sea, and not meet with one storm, is unusual: to live long,
and to lead a godly life all-along without offence, is not a
little wonder, and a special favor both to ourselves and
others.* He was a general scholar, studious to know all
things, the want whereof might in one of his profession be
denominated ignorance ; and piously ignorant of those things,
the nescience whereof made him more learned.# One man
is not born to all things. No calling (besides divine requi-
sites) calleth for more ahilities, ora larger measure of humane
knowledge then the ministery; deservedly therefore is his
praise great in all the churches, that he not only gave him-
self thereunto, but exceeded many that had done virtuously
therein. The greater part of the Encuclopaideia he excelled
in. Those arts which the university requireth such a profi-
ciency from her graduates in, he both digested and refined
IB, his more accurate knowledge of them. He was a good

ebrician, in Greek a critick, and could with great facility
both speak and write Latine in a pure and elegant Ciceronian
stile, a good historian, no stranger to the fathers, councils,
or school-men: abundantly exercised in commentators of
all sorts. His library was great, his reading and learning
answerable, himself a living and better library. Though he
was a constant student, yet he had notall his learning out of
hisbooks. He was aman of much communion with God, and
acquaintance with his own heart, observing the daily pas-
sages of his life. He had a deep sight into the mystery of
God’s grace, and man’s corruption, and large apprehensions
of these things. It was wont to be said, Bonus textuarius
est bonus Theologus: A good text-man is a good divine; if
you look upon him in that notion, he was an expositor (with-
out offence be it spoken) not inferior to any of this more

* Miraculi instar vita iter, si longum, sine offensione percurrere.
Marian. 1. 1. de morte et immortal. cap. 6.

+ Non necessaria discendo, necessaria ignoramus. Sen.
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sublimated age; that great motto so much wondred at, Labore
et Constanti@, labor and constancy, containing nothing
more then the duty which God hath laid upon every man.
Learning (saith Hierome)* is not to be purchased with silver,
it is the companion of sweat and painfulness; of abstemious-
ness, not of tulness; of continency, not of wantonness: the
earth continueth barren or worse, except industry be its
midwife. The hen, which brings not forth without unces-
sant sitting night and day,} is an apt embleme of students.
The wiser naturalists who have been serious in improveing,
and Christians that have been conscientious to improve or
redeem their time, for the more effectual obtaining of their
end, have distributed the day into certain proportions, set-
ting each apart to his predesigned use: Hence the ancient
Grecians appointed the first six hours unto their respect-
ive contemplative functions, the rest (say they) call upon
us to take care of our health and life.

Sex horze tantum rebus tribuuntur agendis;
Vivere post illas litera Z monet.

Melancthon sometime commended this distribution ef the
day unto a great man; that the four and twenty hours being
divided into three parts, eight be spent in study, eight in
our bed, the rest as our bodily welfare calls upon us : others
give ten hours in the day unto our studies, if strength per-
mits, approving of more according to this division. His
diligence was 1n the third degree most intense, and most
exact.f His measure was a glasse of four hours, three of
which he would sometime say, was a schollar’s day, and after
that rate he spent not a few of his days; he was always an
early riser, and in his latter years not eating any supper ; he
made up the avocations of that day by retiring that time,
and the rest of the evening to his study. With Solon, as he
grew old, so was he continually a learner: and with Quinti-
lian he terminated his life and his reading both together.
The constant work of his ministry was great, if not too great
for one man. A candle may spend too fast: and the improve-
ment of the light whilst it is yet burning admits of degrees
besides his preaching in season and out of season, he was
daily pressed, if not oppressed, with the care and service of

* Hierom. Apolog. contra Ruffinum.
1+ Nocte dieque incubando.

.} Summus diligentia= gradus est vehementissima, et exactissima
diligentia.
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the churches; attendance to personal cases, and manifold
other imployments inevitably put upon him, both from
abroad and at home, whence the time remaining (which is
not a little to be lamented) was insufficient to attend doc-
trinal, and especial polemical scripts, such as the cause of
the truth, occurents of providence, and his peculiar engage-
ments called for. He was free to give his judgment when
desired, but declined arbitration and umpirage in civil dif-
ferences between man and man, as heterogeneus both to his
office and spirit. His course, like that of celestical bodies,
was always in motion, but still careful to keep within his
proper sphere. Calvin was not more sollicitous not to be
found idle ; no man more vigilant to contain himself within
his measure. It was religion to him, both to run, and to run
lawfully within the white lines and boundaries of his agonis-
tical race. He was doing, and so doing.

[To be continued.]

%

Translation of the Chinglzalese Book called Rajewaliye (Raja-
vali). A History of nglon, compiled from the Haistorio-
graphic Records of the Kingdom.

(Communicated by Sir Alexander Johnston, Knt. late Chief Justice of that Island.)

[PART III.

From the first Extermination of the Religion of the Malabars

in Ceylon, to the fifth Irruption of that people upon the
Island.]

His (Gemunu Rajah’s) younger brother, Tissa Cumara,
was the next that succeeded to the throne; he assumed the
name of Sedaetissa Raja. He caused to be built the tem-

le called Digawna Sree Wihawra, the dawgob called
R’Ioolking Gala Wehere, and caused to be made eighteen
lakes, and after a reign of thirty-seven years, went to Tosit-
ta Pura, which signifies the city of God, or Gods. His son,
called Tulna Rajah, was the next that mounted the throne;
he only reigned one year and eight months. While a daw-
gob was erecting by his orders, he was murdered by Siminy
Tissa, who became king, and reigned thirty-nine years.
After his death, Walagamba Rajah succeeded to the throne ;
when he had reigned five months, seven Malabar chiefs, with
seven thousand men from Soly Rata, made a descent on
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Ceylon, drove Walagamba from the throne, and one of the
Malabars, taking the king’s wife, went away with her.
Another of them seized the cup or patra of Buddha, and
likewise went away. The other five Malabar chiefs remain-
ed, and succeeding one another in the government, reigned
as kings for the space of thirtfr years. About the expiration
of which time, the king Walagamba, who had been living
amongst the rocks in the wilderness, returned from his soli-
tude, raised an army, and attacked the city of Anuradha
Pura, destroyed the Malabars, again ascended the throne,
and caused the houses of stone, or caves of the rock, which
he had seen in the wilderness, to be made more commodious,
and reigned as king for twelve years.

The next king was Maha Deliga Tissa Rajah ; he enter-
tained five hundred Raha toonancies, caused the books con-
cerning the religion of Buddha to be collected and deposited
in one place, and reigned as king for the space of fifty
years.

The next king was the son of the late king Walagamba
Rajah, his name Choranga; he rased to the ground eighteen
temples. And now hear the story of the king that reigned
in Damba, and in the city called Sawgal Nuwara, which king
was wicked, and coveted the wife of a Brahman, and in order
to accomplish his end, and obtain his desires, put the Brah-
man to death, though innocent of any fault. He told his
servants to accuse the Brahman of some fault, whether guilt
or not, and thereupon certain of the people, while the Brah-
man was coming from market, drove out a cow belonging
to the king’s palace, and left it on the road, which the
Brahman was to pass, and then hid themselves, and lay in
wait. The Brahman came on, and the cow walked on in
front of him, and thereupon the layers in wait rushed out and
seized the Brahman, and accused him of having stolen the
cow belonging to the king’s palace ; and taking him and the
cow together, delivered him to the king, and the king put
him to death. The Brahman’s wife came to hear of the
matter, and that the king wanted to have her; and there-
upon the woman exclaimed, “ If I be a chaste woman, let

the king’s reign come to nought;” and having scraped ashes

together with her feet, she took three times her two hands
full, and cast the same towards heaven, and three times beat
on the soles of her feet, and going into her house, and shut-
ting her door, gave herself over to death. God was so much
offended with this that the king had done, that he visited the
whole kingdom with a drought, which lasted for twelve years.
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And now it came to pass, in the time of this sacrilegious king,
who destroyed the temples, that God visited Ceylon with a
famine, which, like the famine of the Brahmani in Damba
Dewa, lasted for the space of twelve years. Know also,
that the =ra called Saka Warosha took is date from the fate
of the said Brahmani; the people afterward killed the said
king Choranga, whose reign had lasted twelve years.

Buddha had now been dead for the space of seven hun-
dred and three years. The next king was the son of the
late king, Maha Deliga Tissa Rajah ; he assumed the name
of Cuda Tissa Rajah, and reigned three years. This king
was poisoned by his queen for the sake of the adigar called
Soorakit, who, after the king’s death, reigned as kmg for
one year, and then he was likewise poisoned by the minister
called Prohita Bamuna*, who, in like manner, reigned as
king for one year. Prohita Bamuna was also poxsoned by
the queen, who afterwards reigned for the space of four
months. She was put to death by the son of her first hus-
band, Cuda Rajah; he assumed the name of Macala Tissa
RaJaII and after the queen’s death he reigned twenty-two
years. His son, called Batia Rajah, was the next king, and
having gone one day to the temple of Ruwanwella, he
heard the Rahatoonancies preaching in the inside; he then
made a vow not to remove therefrom without obtalmng his
desire, and accordingly he sat down, and remained there
without eating any thing. While thus waiting at the daw-
gob, the place where the god Sakra was began to grow
warm, and thereon he looked to see what was the matter,
and accordlngly afforded the king an opportunity of enter-
ing into the dawgob, and having obtained his heart’s desire,
and gratified his curiosity, he made flower gardens, and
with the flowers of the said gardens caused the said daw-
gob to be covered from time to time. And this king, after
a reign of eighteen years, died, and went to heaven.

His youn%‘ r brother, called Maha Deliga Rajah, was the
next king ; he caused to be built the dawgob of Sargiria,
which was called Ahbooloo Dawgob ; he marched from the
place called Calando to the said place upon white cloth ; he
relinquished the taxes due to the crown throughoutthe whole
island—planted on each side of the city of Anuradha Pura
flower gardens, four leagues in length ; and the flowers that
grew in the said gardens were Sihinidha, Balidha, Dunukeya,
Wetakey, Dasamau (that is jessamine), Sapu, Naic, and IX
nau; and many a time did he offer the flowers of the said

* Purohita Brahmana, the king’s family priest.
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gardens to the dawgob of Ruwanwella. He caused ninety-
nine thoneys to be built round the shore of Ceylon upon the
sea, on which he caused cloths to be displayed in various
forms; and he stationed twenty-four thousand priests, whom
he, supplied each with a dainty breakfast, and also a good
evening meal, and caused lights of cow’s butter to t_)e burn-
ed in the thoneys at night: and thus abounding in good
works, the said king reigned for the space of twenty years.
His son, who was called Adagemunu Rajah, was the next
king. He caused to be proclaimed, by beat of tom-tom,
throughout the island, that nothing having life should be
killed, and was gentle in giving his orders, and prevented the
commission of sin, and thereby laid up a store of good works,
and having reigned the space of nine years, died, and went
to heaven. His son, who was called Sinnam Rajah, was the
next king, and he reigned three years. Inthis king’s 1'eign,‘
the king of the country called Soly Rata, with an army of
Malabars, made a descent on Ceylon, and taking twelve
thousand families captive, took them away to his own
country.

The son of Sinnam Rajah, who was called Rajabau Cu-
mara, was the next king. He was accustomed in the night
time to walk ahout the city, and as he was taking his walk
one night, he heard a widow woman crying and lamenting
for her children, who had been taken away captive hy the
king of Soly Rata; whereupon the king said within himself,
that an evil was in the city, and putting a mark upon the
door, went home to his palace. In the morning the king
called his adigars, and observed to them, that there was a
weeping in the city, and demanded to know the cause there-
ofi The adigars replied, that nothing but joy was in the
city, and that all was in proper order like the feast chamber
of, the god Soora Rajah (or Sakra). The king became
angry with the adigars, and sent for the woman whose door
had| been marked, and asked her the cause of her weeping
more particularly; and thereupon the woman answered, that
when the king of Soly Rata had made a descent upon the
1sland he had carried away captive twelve thousand fami-
lies; and among the vest her two sons. The king thereupon
expressedimarks of anger and rage against his own father,

in whose time the said thing happened, and mmmediately
resolved to. make war on Soly Rata. He marched accord-
ingly to Jaffhapatam, with determination to bring again the
people who had been taken away captive. He proceeded to

Soly Nuwara, hayving to attend him the giant Nielaw. The
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king of Soly was struck with terror; the king of Ceylon
mounted the throne; and as for the giant Nielaw, he
killed the elephants of the city, by dashing one against
another. The ministers of the king of Soly went and gave
their master information of the devastation which was
making in the country. The king of Soly thereupon asked
the king of Ceylon, if he had come to ruin his country.
The king of Ceylon answered, that he had brought no
army to destroy the country, but only a little boy with
him, and thereupon ordered the giant Nielaw to be
brought, and accordingly he came, and stood before him.
The king Soly Rata then asked the king of Ceylon how
he could come without an army, and the king of Ceylon
thereupon answered, ““ I have come in order to take back to
their own country the twelve thousand families which thy
father brought away from Ceylon in the time of my father.”
The king of Soly thereupon replied, “ We, whose king
formerly vanquished the Asuras,” (a sort of gods) ‘“cannot
think of giving thee back thy people which were brought
away captive.” The king of Ceylon thereupon became
angry, and said that he would smite the city, and leave the
same in ashes, and demanded that the king should instantly,
instead of twelve thousand families which had been brought
from Ceylon, return to him twenty-four thousand; and
thereupon taking up a handful of sand, squeezed it, so that
drops of water fell therefrom, and also taking his iron rod,
he gave it a twist, so that water fell from it also. Theking
of Soly was thereupon struck with great terror, and granted
his demand of twenty-four thousand families. The king of
Ceylon also, upon that occasion, brought away the foot-
ornaments of Patini Dewi, and also the arms of the four
gods, and also the Patra Dhatu of Buddha, which had been
taken away in the time of the king, and admonishing the
king never to be guilty of carrying away such spoil any
more, departed for Ceylon. On his arrival, he restored all
those who had been carried away captive to their ancient
possessions, and the rest he desired to reside 1n the coun-
try then called Kuru Rata (that is, the country for taking
elephants) and since that the said country bears the name
of the Alut Kurcorle to this day ; and this king, after a reign
of twenty-four years died,and went to Dewa Loka (orheaven.)

His son, who was called Bhatia Tissa Rajah, was the next
king. He caused the dawgob called Palupala Dawgob, to
be built at the root of a tree called Kiry Palugaha, and
made offerings to the same, and reigned as king for the
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space of twenty-four years. His younger brother, who was
called Cudana Rajah, was the next king, and he reigned
| twenty-two years. His son, who was called Wawa Tissa
Rajah, was the next king, and he reigned twenty-two years.
His son, who was called Ambagey Rajah, was the next
LI king, and he reigned for two years. The son of the late
f I king, Wawa Tissa Rajah, who was called Sutou Rajah, was
: the next king, and he likewise reigned for two years. His
' son, who was called Wija Lindu %{ajah, was the next king,
L and he reigned for six years.
LI Sanga Tissa Rajah, who was of the blood royal called
Lemin1 Wangsa, was the next king, and he reigned for four
years. After him Sri Sanga Bo Rajah became king, and
while he was governing in a proper manner there came a
LIl famine upon the land, and there was no rain, but through
‘ the king’s virtue there came rain. At this time there lived
a man in the province called Roonoo Rata, called Dala Rak-
sha, who was a cannibal, and on whose account the countr
was in a state of distraction. The king vowed that he
would not stir without seeing the man, and through the vir-
tue of the king the said cannibal came of his own accord to
the king, and thereupon the king asked him, what was the
reason of his molesting his subjects? The cannibal pro-
mised to do so no more if the king would give him only
one village to feast upon, but was refused; he asked the
half thereof, and was refused ; and some tell, he asked to
have only one man more, and the king told him that he
should not have one, but told him to take himself, if he
pleased, and thereupon the cannibal answered, * Although
there were a hundred like me, they could not take and eat
so good a king as thou art.” The king was pleased with
the saying, and since he had refused to sacrifice human
creatures to his ferocity, promised to make him an allow-
ance 1n rice, and had the pleasure of seeing the cannibal’s
disposition changed to mildness.
hile the king was thus governing according to wisdom,
his brother, who was called Leenini Golu Ambau Rajah,
came to pay him a visit, and took the kingdom from him.
The king disguised himself as a priest, and came and re-
sided in secret at the place where the dawgob of Attana
Gala 1s now built, to the south-east of the temple of Calany.
Golu Ambau Rajah caused proclamation to be made through-
il out his whole dominions, by the beat of tom-tom, that
||| whosoever would bring the head of the king his brother
! should receive a great reward. Many people cut off other
J
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people’s heads, and carried them to the said Golu Ambau
Rajah, pretending that they had found his brother, and cut
off his head, but he was not to be imposed upon by a coun-
terfeit head. A poor woman, however, one day made ready
a little rice, and some of the small fishes called Nitoly, but
m the Cinghalese, Hawl messau, and giving the same to her
husband, said unto him, ¢ Husband, if thou shouldst bring
the head of the king Sri Sanga Bo Rajah, we should be
made rich;” and accordingly sent him away to bring
the same. The said poor man entered into the jungle,
and wandered till he came to Attana Gala, and there he
found out a flat stone and the place of the king’s residence,
and went to talk to the king, but in the mean time did not
know that it was the king. The king asked from whence he
came, and he told him that he was in search of the king Sri
Sango Bo Rajah, for sake of whose head many people
had been putto death. The king was sorry to hear the
news, and resolved that the poor man should obtain the
reward, and thereupon said unto him, “ Come, let us eat
that rice which thou hast brought.” The basket with the
rice was opened, and the two sat down toeat. The rice was
divided into two shares; and thereupon the king thought
within himself, “ If ever I am to be a Buddha let these fish
swim in the water, and let this rice made of the grain called
mawee grow ;” and thereupon throwing the said fish, which
were not only dead and boiled, but also pounded in a mor-
tar into one consistency, into a pellucid pool, they began to
swim in the water, and in the mean time the boiled rice
began to grow, and thereby he knew that he would one da

become Buddha; and so having eaten his rice, he told the
poor man that he was the king, and to cut off his head,
upon which the poor man became terrified, and ran away.
The king called out to him to stop and take his head, saying,
“ If any man dispute thy word, and say that thou hast not
brought the head of Sri Sanga Bo Rajah, do thou take san-
dal wood and sweet smelling liquid, and offer the same to the
head, after laying the head on a chair covered with white
cloth, and then, by the power of the gods, my head itself
will bear witness;” and thereupon he himself, tying the end
of a cloth to a tree, and the other end about his neck, twisted
off his head, and gave it to the poor man. The poor man
took and presented the head to Golu Ambau Rajah, who,
however, said that it was a counterfeit head, but the poor
man having done as he had been directed, the head sprang
up three times through the power of the gods, and said, ““ I
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am the head of Sri Sanga Bo Rajah,” and thereupon the
king gave to the poor man a great reward, and relgneq as
king for twenty-two years. The king Golu Ambau Rajah,
m his life-time, visited Attana Gala, where his brother’s
body lay, and built a house round the dawgob, and made
large offerings, and dying, went to the world called Paralow.

His son, who was called Calakin Deta Tissa Rajah, was
the next king. He apprehended and put to death the eight
persons, Cala Wessa, which his father had never been able to
do—made four stories to Lowa Maha Pawya, which his father
had not been able to finish—raised a steeple on the same,and
made large offerings for the same—dug six lakes—made the
dawgob of Pelan Sri Gala, of Montaroo, and of Elugol ; and
making large offerings, reigned as king for ten years.

His younger brother, who was called Mahasen Rajah, was
the next king. He causing the devils to work, made the
late lake called Minnery Wewa, dammed up the river called
Cara Ganga, which used to run to the said place Minnery ;
at a signal given him by the gods, dammed up the brook
called Tala Wattuya, and with the water of the same culti-
vated twenty thousand fields, and prepared the same for
sowing. As there was a want of dhatu or bones, &e. of
Buddha, he told the priests to make figures of gold; and,
moreover, he caused to be made the lake of Muagamua, the
lake of Suralacaora, the lake of Didora, the lake of Maha
Minia, the lake of Poknawa, the lake of Poos Coomboora,
the lake of Patcalumalua, the lake of Sulugumalua, the lake
of Calawana, the lake of Kimboolwat, the lake of Wadunnawa,
the lake of Surualarantia, the lake of Minihiria, altogether
seventeen lakes; and all this service he caused to be per-
formed by the devils; and as there was no dhatu of Buddha,
and as he knew by hearing that the girdle of Buddha was in
heaven, he looked up to heaven, and the gods seeing that he
gave himself so much trouble, consented to let down the
wonderful girdle of Buddha. The king stretched out his
hand to receive the girdle, and thereupon the gods pulled it
higher up, and the king stretching himself to get hold of it,
the gods pulled it up higher still, and the king still eager
to lay hold of the girdle, stretched himself still more to
get hold of the same, but still the same was drawn up
out' of his reach. The king, after all his anxiety bein
so much disappointed, began to grow angry, and taking his
sword, sprang up eighty cubits towards heaven, and cut a
piece of the girdle, which piece he kept, but the rest thereof
the gods pulled again up to heaven. The king made great
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offerings to this piece of Buddha’s girdle; he also made a
noble dawgob for it forty cubits in height; and having reigned
as king for the space of twenty-four years, he died, and went
to heaven. And thus from the king Wijaya Rajah to the
king Mahasen Rajah, there were sixty-three kings, all of un-
tainted royal blood; and at this time Buddha had been dead
eight hundred and forty-four years, nine months, and twenty-
five days; but know this, that with Mahasen Rajah ended
the unadulterated royal blood.

The kings who followed were descended of parents, one of
whom was of the Suria Wansa,* or descended from the sun,
and the other of the Sr1 Bodee Wansa, descended from the
bringer of the Bo-tree, or of the Delada Wansa, descended
from the bringer of the Dhatu, and thus of mixed blood;
and on that account, and because there were no longer to
be found the Rahatoonancies who could fly to heaven when
they pleased, and because the god Sakra Dewa-indra left off
to regard Ceylon, and because piety had disappeared, and
because the city of Anuradha Pura was left in ruins, and
because the fertility of the land was decreased, the kings
who followed were no longer of such consequence as before.

The king called Kirti Sri Mewan Rajah was the next king
after the said Mahasen who ascended the throne, and he was
of the said adulterated blood. In theninth year of his reign,
the king called Guwaseenam Rajah was king of the country
called Calingu Rata, and this king of Calingu Rata had in
his possession the tooth of Buddha, called Dakumi Delada
Samy, and the king worshipped and made offerings to the
same. But now the king of the city called Sawat Nuwara
declared war against the said king of Calingu‘Rata, in order
to make himself master of the said tooth. The king of Ca-
lingu Rata thereupon called his daughter, whose name was
Ranewalenam Cumara, and her husband called Dantanam
Cumaraya, and addressed himself to them, saying, “The
king of Ceylon, Kirti Sri Mawan Rajah is my good friend ;
I am now going forth to battle; if it happen that I lose the
day, I will hoist a red flag, and do you thereupon, without
allowing Delada Samy (the tooth) to be taken by the enemy,
disguise yourselves as pilgrims, and carry the same to Cey-
lon, and deliver it there to the king, my friend. The king
of Calingu Rata accordingly went forth to meet his foe, and
when he found that the battle was going against him, he
hoisted a red flag, and having so done, fell by the hand of

* Surya Vansa. S. lineage of the sun,
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the enemy. In the mean time, his daughter and son-in-law,
having seen the signal of defeat, dressed themselves as pil-
grims, and taking with them Delada Samy, fled to the sea-
shore, and taking ship at Tutocoreen, came to Ceylon, and
delivered Delada Samy to the king Kirti Sri Mewan Rajah,
and the king provided the said prince and princess with a
residence at the place called Keeragam, in the Beligal Corle,
and heaped upon them many favours. The king likewise
made a house for Delada Samy, and without intermission,
made offerings to the same of both flowers and light. He
reigned as king for the space of twenty-eight years.

His younger brother, who was called Deweny Paetissa Ra-
jah, was the next king. He made a carandua or case for
Delada Samy, which he sprinkled with sweet-smelling water
and sandal, and made figures of Buddha with his own hand.
He also caused dawgobs to be erected, and was a benefactor
to the world during a reign of ten years. His son, called
Bujos Rajah, was the next king. He provided books and
preachers from village to village, and caused preaching to
be held at appointed seasons. He raised the Maha Waihara
of Anuradha Pura twenty-five cubits high, offering flowers
of jessamine to it. He also painted the walls and roofs of
Lowau Maha Paya blue; there he caused seven hundred
priests to assemble every day, to be supplied with victuals.
He also bestowed villages upon the priests, of which they
reaped the yearly revenue. He also caused to be raised the
Waihara of Morapaw Piri, and abounded in good works
with a view of becoming a Buddha, and having reigned eight
years, went to heaven.

His son, Oepa Tissa Maha Rajah, was the next king. He
caused to be built the dawgob of Palaw Wagu, enclosed the
lake called Nepauwewa, and reigned as king for forty-two
years. His son, who was called Manam Rajah, was the
next king. He reigned for twenty years. In the course of
this king’s reign, the two persons called Bandagatnam Wata-
wah and Temnaha Sin, caused to be brought from Damba
Dewa to Ceylon the books containing the two hundred thou-
sand two hundred and fifty orders of Buddha, and the books
containing the three lack thousand, and one hundred thou-
sand seven hundred and fifty sayings of Buddha, which were
written in the Paulu language, and caused the same to be
published.

The illegitimate son of the late king, who was called Sin-
nam Rajah, as it were, governed by night, while the legiti-
mate son of the king, called Sawkyanam, governed by day.
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They reigned together for the space of one year. The next
king was called Weissha Caral Loraw. He went one day to
pay his homage to Delada Wahansey, and when he wanted
to return again to his house called for his elephant, but
seeing that it was not immediately brought, asked what was
the reason, and his ministers told him to wait a little, and
that the elephant would be brought directly ; but thereupon
the king became angry, and seeing the figure of an elephant
built of stones, &c. asked if the said figure would not take
him on his back? Thereupon the said figure came towards
the king, and took him on his back, and went into the city,
and carried the king to his palace. The said king reigned for
six years, and then seven Malabar chiefs, from Soly Rata,
having made a descent with seven thousand men, put the
said king to death, and assumed the government, and, suc-
ceeding one another therein, governed the country for
twenty-seven years.

llustrations of various Passages of Scripture, selected from
different Authors.

VI. GENEs1s, xi1. 9.

“Is not the whole land before thee? separate thyself, I pray
“ thee, from me : if thou wilt take the left hand, then Iwill go
““to the right ; or if thou depart to the right hand, then I wll
““ go to the left.”’

Some have wondered how Abraham, and the other Patri-
archs, in the ages of antiquity, were permitted at pleasure to
take up their residence with numerous flocks in countries
where they were strangers, and without making any com-
pensation to the native inhabitants: but the same practice
is customary in the interior of South Africa. Kraals of
Bushmen come and take up their residence in the Coranna
country as long as they please, without being considered
intruders ; and the Corannas do the same in the Bushman
country, or in any of the other countries. In this way there
is a mixture both of blood and of languages among the
inhabitants of these regions.

[Campbell’s Travels in Africa, page 236. ]

VII. Exopus, xxviii. 9—11.

“ And thou shalt take two onyx stones, and grave on them
“ the names of the children of Israel; six of their names on
“ one stone, and the other six names of the rest on the other
“ stone, according to their birth. ~ With the work of an engraver
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L :

“in stone, like the engravings of a signet, shalt thou engrave

“ the two stones with the names of the children of Israel: thou
; ““ shalt make them to be set in ouches of gold.”

j? Dr. Clarke obtained at Larneca m the island of Cyprus,
| an onyx, which there is every reason to bel.leve one of
the Ptolemies used as a signet. It contained a very
curious monogram, expressing all the letters of the word
IITOAEMAIOY, according to the manner here represented :

The use of such instruments for signature is recorded in
the books of Moses, 1700 years before the Christian era :
and the practice has continued in Eastern countries, with
little variation, to the present day. The signets of the
Turks are of this kind. The Romans, Greeks, and Egyp-
tians had the same custom: indeed almost all the ancient
intaglios were so employed. In the twenty-eighth chapter
of Genesis, it is related that Tamar demanded the signet of
Judah: and above 3000 years have passed since the great
Lawgiver of the Jews was directed to engrave the names of
the children of Israel upon onyx stones, ““ like the engrav-
ings of a signet,” that is to say, if we may presume to
illustrate a text so sacred, (with reference to a custom still
universally extant,) by a series of monograms, graven as in-
taglios, to be set “ in ouches of gold for the shoulders of
the ephod.” That the signet was of stone, set in metal, in
the time of Moses, 1s also clear from this passage of sacred
history.

[Dr. Clarke’s Travels in Greece, Egypt and the Holy Land,
Part II. p. 320.]

VIII. 1. Kinecs, xviii. 28.

“ And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their man-
“ner with knwves and lancets, till the blood gushed out wpon
““ them.”

According to Dr. Clarke this practice is still preserved,
by what he terms the “ Howling Dervishes of Scutari, who

%reserve in their frantic orgies the rites of the priests of
aal.”

[Clarke, Part IL p, 6.]
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DEAN MILNER axp Dr. PLUMPTRE.

Tue following letter has been forwarded to the Editors,
with a request, that it might be printed without alteration,
and as that course was pursued with the communication of
Mr. Plumptre, to which this letter is a reply, the impartiality
which will, they trust, ever characterize the pages of the
INVESTIGATOR, has induced a strict compliance with the
wishes of their reverend and highly respectable correspon-
dent. At the same time, they cannot but express an earnest
hope, that they shall not have occasion again to advert to this
unpleasant altercation, norwould it have been continued thus
far, but from the desire they felt to do justice to the character
of a distinguished individual, now no more, whom they
cannot but consider one of the brightest ornaments of the
church of God in the days in which he lived; and of
another gentleman, for whose descendant, the natural vin-
dicator of his character, they entertain the highest respect.

TO THE EDITORS OF THE INVESTIGATOR.
GENTLEMEN,

A LerTER which appeared in No. VII. of your quarterly
ublication, written by the Rev. James Plumptre, on the
character of the late Dean Milner, has given great pain to
myself, in common with many others, who had the privilege
of a personal intimacy with that great and good man. Al-
though you will doubtless consider it inexpedient, that the
pages of the INVESTIGATOR shpuld be occupied by debates
on the merits or demerits of private character, yet I cannot
but consider the present case as one which demands some
notice; and, I trust, you will not decline to give publicity
to the few observations which I shall make respecting Mr.-
Plumptre’s singular, and (in most respects) unfounded,
attack upon the character of one, whose talen’gs, and whose
piety, justly command the respect and veneration of poste-
rity. [ feel the more confident that Dean Milner’s memory
will meet with this justice at your hands, since you your-
selves, in the first instance, thought proper to call the
attention of your readers to the character of * this venerable
and exemplary divine;” (No. VI p.244,); an@ since you
have candidly stated, that you leave  the public to decide
on” Mr. Plumptre’s ¢ recriminatory charges on the late
President of Queen’s ; whose conduct, as the head of a col-
lege, he had an opportunity of observing, which” you « did
vOoL. v,—No. 9. D
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not enjoy.” (No. VII.p. 79.) As imymrtial biographers, you
cannot wish the public to form their decision upon the
simple, uncontradicted statements of Mr. Plumptre, as they
at present stand on record in your pages.

Although considerably junior to Mr. Plumptre asa mem-
ber of the University of Cambridge, yet I believe I have had
more frequent opportunities than himself of becoming
acquainted with the many excellencies, and the few infirmi-
ties, of the late Dean of Carlisle ; having for sixteen years
been a member of the College over which he presided, and
having for the last ten years of the President’s life enjoyed
an uninterrupted intimacy with him, as one of the Fellows
of the society of which he was so bright an ornament.

Upon Mr. Plumptre’s remarks on the character of his
own father, (Dr. Milner’s predecessor in the presidency of
Queen’s College,) I shall make but few observations. It
was natural for the son to defend the reputation of his
parent: but surely, while filial affection prompted this tri-
bute of respect to Dr. Plumptre, Christian charity ought to
have thrown a veil over the supposed or actual failings of
Dr. Milner, except so far as they necessarily became the sub-
jects of exposure in the legitimate conduct of the argument.
[ do not know for what purpose Mr. Plumptre has informed
his readers, that his father’s ¢ name has been recentlv
brought before the public in the appeals from the College.”
(No. VII. p. 80.) I am certain, however, that such a pas-
sage, in the connection in which it occurs, must convey the
mmpression, to persons unacquainted with the facts, that Dr.
Plumptre’s name has been ““ brought before the public” in an
unfavourable light; and that this is one of those circum-
stances which have induced his sor to institute recrimina-
tory charges against the venerable Dean Milner. Itmay be
proper, therefore, to state, that Dr. Plumptre’s name was
used, since the death of Dr. Milner, in two affidavits®* (filed
in Chancery by Dr. Godfrey, the existing President of
Queen’s College, and myself,) in the way of a simple refer-
ence to indisputable and merely historical facts, from which
neither credit nor blame could, in the slightest degree,attach
to Dr. Plumptre.

1. The first subject to which Mr. Plumptre alludes is, the
abolition of the custom of the Sizars of the College waiting
in Hall upon th: President and Fellows. Tue INvEsTIGAa-
TOR (in common with some other biographers) had claimed

* See the “Case of the President of Queen’s College, 1821,” pp. 81,
93, 183, 184.
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the merit of this act for Dr. Milner. Mr. Plumptre is cor-
rect in his assertion, that this custom was dispensed with
under the Presidency of his father: it was abolished by a
College order,* dated 8th October, 1773. He is wrong in
his information, that ¢ Dr. Milner himself had never waited
in Hall,” (p.81); for the custom prevailed during the
three years of his undergraduateship, viz. from October,
1770, to October 1773.  Dr. Plumptre, however, only par-
tially executed a reform, which he left his successors to carry
into complete execution. It wasnot tilla few years ago, in
Dr. Milner’s presidency, that the Sizars were allowed to
dine at the same table with the other scholars; it was
in Dr. Milner’s time, also, that the Sizars were relieved
from their duty of tolling the chapel bell; and it was
only so lately as last April (under the existing President,
Dr. Godfrey) that they were permitted by the society to
wear a gown similar to that assumed by most other under-
graduates in the University. It is far from my object to
plead for the continuance of such distinctions, or to defend
their original institution. I cannot, however, refrain from
making a remark upon a statement of THE INVEsTIGATOR:
these customs are not justly referrible to the ““influence of
aristocratical pride,” looking down upon poverty” as a
“crime ;” nor are they at all analogous to the * servile obli-
gations imposed in the days of monkish ignorance and civil
bondage, when priests had their villains, and rich men their
bondmen, sold and bartered with their goods and soil.”
(InvesticaTor, No. VI. p. 247.) This language might
with equal propriety be applied to all cases even of volun-
tary service, in which the labourer receives his hire, Sizars
or Servitors are the sons of ““indigent”f persons, who volun-
tarily undertake certain duties, and assume certain distine-
tions, in order to obtain education ata cheaper rate, and to
enjoy the benefit of commons from the Fellows’ table. If
persons choose to accept the bounty, who are above the
service attached to it, the charity is undoubtedly abused,—
but not by the President and Fellows for the time being,
who are merely the executors of the bounty of the Founders,
to be distributed undercertain conditions. The “indigent”
members of the College might, undoubtedly, have been

# ¢« October 8th, 1773. Also, that the Sizars for the future be ex-
cused waiting at dinner and supper, but still have the benefit of com-
mons from the Fellows’ table, if they chuse it.”—Queen’s College Order
Book.

+ Statutes of Queen’s College, Cambridge.
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assisted upon a more liberal plan; but the existing condi-
tions were framed by the benefactors of the House, and o
this moment remain in force upon the Statute-book of the Col-
lege, from which they caunot be erased, except by royal
authority—a measure, for the accomplishment of which 7o
President has yet exerted his influence.

It might have been sufficient for Mr. Plumptre to have
pointed out the error of Dean Milner’s over-zealous biogra-
phers, who had given him undivided credit for an act, which
(so far as it was really performed) originated with his prede-
cessor. He is not, however, content to confine himself to
such a natural course of reply ; but, catching at the phrase,
“¢ abuses in discipline”—he commences a most extraordi-
nary attack upon the conduct of Dean Milner, going back
to a period even before his advancement to the President’s
chair. He informs us,

2. That “ Mr. Milner was one of the great promoters of
the boisterous mirth which prevailed in the combination
room,” (No. VIL. p. 81.) in Dr. Plumptre’s time. Upon
what authority does Mr. Plumptre presume to institute this
heavy charge? Surely he ought to have prefaced such an
assertion—not with the positive declaration “I know,”
(p. 41.)—but with the candid admission, which he has
adopted in another part of his letter, I will vouch for
the truth* of this,” (p. 84.); for it appears, upon his own
confession, that he had not at that period commenced his
residence in college (p. 80.), and therefore, that he has made
this grievous charge upon the mere report of others! 7o
what extent it may be true, I cannot venture to decide. But
even allowing that Dr. Milner, in earlier life, gave way to
some mirthful pursuitsunbecoming the Christian character,
why are “ the sins of his youth” to be thus unfeelingly
“ sought out,” and exposed. The Dean undoubtedly grew
in grace as he advanced in years; he saw and lamented the
follies of his younger days. So early as in 1787 he could
write thus to a friend : “ The tendency to the comic, I am
more and more convinced, it is our duty to check and re-
strain, and suppress, if not entirely stifle : this world is not
a place of mirth.” I have recently seen a note, not long
since addressed to a cotemporary,and still existing member
of his College, in which the Dean gives a gentle hint for
combination room sobriety, delicately connected with the

* The itglics, throughout this letter, are as given by Mr. Plumptre:
himself; since I consider it unfair to lay any additional accent upon
his language.
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humble confession, thathe himself could remember the time
when a becoming moderation in social hours was not ob-
served. Such was the beautiful spirit in which the pious
Dean could refer to his own early failings! Is it inthe same
amiable temper, and with similarly practical views, that Mr.
Plumptre casts a general reproach upon his memory ?

3. A more specific charge is brought forward in the asser-
tion, that “ Mr. Milner--used often--to begin the service
as he was putting on the surplice in the anti-chapel--and
go through the whole with indecent celerity.” (p.81.) Here
again he should have added, I will vouch for the truth
of this!” (p. 84.) for it refers to a period when Mr. Plumptre
had no College existence. Let it be granted, however,
again, that Mr. Milner was once, or even occasionally guilty
of some such youthful indiscretion, (for I will not, without
evidence, believe that such indecorous conduct was fre-
quent or habitual;) how delightful is it to contemplate the
change in maturer life. There was, in later years at least,
no “indecent celerity” in his performance of public reli-
gious duties. Not “four or five times” only (INVEsTIGA-
ToR, No. VI. p. 241.), “but often have I heard him, in
Queen’s College Chapel, pour forth the intelleetual treasures.
of his great mind, and the devotional feelings of his pious
heart, 1n a tide of sacred eloquence, with an energy, and an
earnestness, worthy of a protestant dignitary, and of the
historian of the Church of Christ: and most heartily do I
adopt the sentiment, that “the Church of England wants
but” more ““such men as MILNER,--to revive again in its
best days!” (INvEsTiGATOR, No. VI. p. 254.)

4. The same defect of evidence marks the indecorous and
unsustained assertion, that «“ one of the favourite phrases of
Mr. Milner (still well remembered in the University) was #0
keep up the hum, by which he meant that discipline was a
hum or pretence, and that such and such things were done
merely to keep it up.” (p. 82.) Can Mr. Plumptre ““ vouch
for the ¢ruth of this?” (p. 84.) Can he name with precision
the occasion upon which, and the persons within whose
hearing, such an odious declaration was made by Dean
Milner? And on the supposition, that some such words
were used, who has given Mr. Plumptre the right of inter-
preting the sense in which they were adopted? or is he pre-
pared to shew that such was their necessary signification ?
I feel strongly persuaded, from my knowledge of the Dean’s
character, that (though the terms might be his) the sentiment
was one which he would indignantly have disavowed.
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Many similar tales respecting Dr. Milner obtained a read
currency in the University ; distorted, rather (I should hope)
by misapprehension, and by the natural wish that an eccen-
tric story should lose nothing of its pungency in the retail,
than by calumnious intention. Ears are alwayg found
greedy of giving entrance to such amusing narratives. I
myself have heard some things to the Dean’s d1§credlt,
(related with the utmost positiveness, and even with the
circumstantials of time and place) which I have known to
have been highly coloured am{) substantially untrue, having
been personally conversant with the transactions upon which
they were founded. Mr. Plumptre’s anecdote may doubtless
have had some little nucleus of fact, around which there
has accumulated a mass of fiction. Surely, from such mate-
rials it is indecent, it is unworthy the protession of a Chris-
tian, more especially of a Christian Minister, thus wantonly
to trifle with the character of a venerable servant of God
removed to his rest; and to bring discredit upon the holy
religion which he professed—not without much of that re-
R}*oach which ever attaches to vital godliness—for Dr.

ilner was “A SaIinT,” a term which Mr. Plumptre welt
knows to have a particularly pungent meaning in the
University !

5. So anxiousis Mr. Plumptre to find matter to the discre-
dit of Dr. Milner, that he even converts an act of forbear-
ance, and of personal kindness to himself, into an evidence
of the Dean’s negligence in the government of his society.
Mr. Plumptre had grievously violated the College disci-
pline. The President being absent, Mr. Plumptre (accord-
ang to the directions of the College statutes,) is convened
before the Vice-President and Fellows, and is admonished.
The President, on his return, does not think that the case
demands a severer punishment than the statute has prescribed;
he spares the feelings of the convicted, and (it was to be
hoped) the humbled and reformed undergraduate :—but his
kindness was misplaced ;—after an interval of thirty years,
and when the grave has closed upon the remains of his
generous superior, the offender comes forward to the un-
grateful task of heaping reproaches upon his memory as
having been supinely lenient; and ventures to place his
unfledged and juvenile opinion (strengthened by prejudices of
age rather than matured by experience,) in competition with
the more grave and weighty considerations which doubt-
l(ess] then wisely decided the conduct of the Head of his

Jollege:.
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6. Dr. Milner we are told “was lavish” of the College
money ; he “ frequently employed it in whims, and things
which were merely for his own personal comfort, not for
any permanent advantage to his successors,” (pp. 82, 83.):
and, as an instance of lavish expenditure, we are informed
that he built “a new entrance and staircase to the Lodge.”
(p-83.) For this latter act, Mr. Plumptre (on a personal
interview with the Dean,) administered an oblique censure
in terms which, with much self-complacency, he designates
as ‘““most happy.” (p. 83.) “ Dr. Milner’s countenance
changed from his usual smile to a serious cast ;”—but Mr.
Plumptre mistook its indication;— he felt it,” not as “a
truth,” (p. 83.) but as an undeserved reflection. To such a
trifling accusation, it may be sufficient to reply, that the
alteration which Mr. Plumptre has selected in proof of his
charge, was one essential to the comfort and respectability of
the residence of the Master of a College, there being, pre-
viously, no entrance to the Lodge, except by a back stair-
case leading through the College Audit-room: in fact, the
Lodge is at this day a very humble dwelling, and scarcely
suited (according to the prevailing notions of modern times)
to the rank of the individual to whose use itis appropriated.
The further charge, that ““ the fellowships were often kept
open, under the plea that the revenues of the College
were low,” (p.83.) contains an unworthy insinuation. Such
a “plea” the statutes allow; of such “a plea” the exist-
ing society, and not Mr. Plumptre, is the proper judge ;
and if such “a plea” has ‘““ frequently been a subject of re-
monstrance at the audits by Fellows who are now living,
and could speak to it,” (p. 83.) it is but fair to add, that the
sequestration of fellowships was never the individual act of
Dean Milner, but of the President and a majority of the
whole body, who if mistaken, may be presumed to have
thus acted under the consciousness of the equity of their
proceedings as responsible to the visitor. 1 do not mean to
defend the College politics of Dr. Milner: in truth, I have
sometimes felt 1t my duty firmly to oppose them. But such
matters belong exclusively to the forum domesticum of the
house ; the public has little or nothing to do with them,
having but partial information; and Mr. Plumptre, though
amember of the University, and affecting an intimate know-
ledge of the affairs of our society, has not pointed out the
leading character of Dr. Milner’s mal-administration, but,
on the contrary, manifests much ignorance upon the subject.

7. « Dr. Milner thought it his duty to preach in the
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Cathedral at Carlisle;” it is, therefore, “ matter of wonder”
to Mr. Plumptre, that ‘“ he should not equally think it his
duty to preach before the University of Cambridge.” (p.84.)
The reader might imagine that Dr. Milner never preached
at Cambridge, whereas he did occasionally ascend the Upl-
versity pulpit, and frequently discoursed in the most 1m-

ressive manner from his stall in the College Chapel. That
{;e did not more repeatedly exhibit his great and pious mind
in such exercises, is undoubtedly to be much lamented,
and not altogether defended ; but Mr. Plumptre may, per-
haps, be induced to contemplate this part of the Dean’s
conduet with less “ wonder” and more candour, with less
asperity in judgment and more delicacy in sentiment, by
calling to mind that the Dean was an invalid, susceptible of
the most trifling changes of climate and atmosphere; that
his summers were spent in Carlisle; and his winters in
Cambridge, and that he was so apprehensive of the effects
of variable temperature, that he lived, whilst at Queen’s,
in an apartment, the casements of which were double-
glazed!

8. It is with great reluctance that I now enter upon the
most unkind and illiberal part of the attack upon the reli-
gious character of the Dean of Carlisle, which disfigures
the letter of the Vicar of Great Gransden. Condescending
to borrow (—it will soon appear that I might almost have
said—to steal) a shaft from the quiver of a Socinian, “wno
BENT HIS BOW TO SHOOT HIS ARROWS, EVEN BITTER
worDs,” Mr Plumptre observes: “In the year 1792, Dr.
Milner was characterized by Gilbert Wakefield, in his me-
moirs of himself, (p. 130.%) as “a heterogeneous composition
* of deistical levity, and methodistical superstition, disparag-
‘ ing the ceremonies of religion, and performing them with
‘a slovenly precipitation ; but of a general decorum and
* seriousness of demeanour, and a blameless life.”” (p. 81.)
If (as Mr. Plumptre acknowledges) this disgusting picture
was ““ certainly too strongly drawn ;" (p. 81.) uponwhat prin-
ciple of common morality, to say nothing of Christian
candour, does he justify his own conduct in giving to it in-
creased publicity? Even had it been just, a clergyman of
sound principles might, with greater propriety, have shrunk
back from an association with Gilbert V&akeﬁeld, and have

execlaimed, “ non tali auxilio!” But what shall we say to
the fact, which brands Mr. Plumptre’s conduct with a yet

* Let it be remarked, that Mr. Plumptre quotes the first edition of
Wakefield’s Memoirs of 1792,
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more discreditable character? viz., that Gilbert Wakefield
himself was either ashamed of the portrait which he had
drawn of an old friend,* or lived long enough to see that he
had done injustice to a good man! He expunged the vulgar
and detestable caricature which he had once designed and
exhibited! Though still widely differing from the Dean in
his theological opinions, Zis prejudices were somewhat
softened by his ¢ general decorum and seriousness of demean-
our, and his blameless life.” In the second edition of his
memoirs, (corrected by himself, though not published till
after his death,) the passage is thusaltered: I ever esteem-
¢ ed this gentleman [Mr. Milner] to be endowed with one
¢ of the most vigorous and penetrating minds. He onece
‘ preached an excellentsermonat St. Mary’s, ona fast during
¢ the American war; but his theological opinions, in con-
‘ nection with his conduct, were always, I confess, to me,
¢ who affect some insight into the human character, one of
‘ the inscrutabilities of mystery. So mitigated were the
prejudices of even Gilbert Wakefield! How much less
amiable and creditable is the conductof Mr. Plumptre. He
has dragged forth the original and more infamous passage
from the obscurity of an old and obsolete edition; and
when he has thus injuriously tarnished the character of
departed worth, he endeavours to wipe out some little but
undefined portion of the stain by the slovenly admission,
“ this is certainly too strongly drawn: something is to be
attributed to party spirit, the flood of which then flowed
very high; but it was not without foundation.”} (p. 81.)
If there be a reader who can be entertained by the low and
punning, and almost rhyming, wit of Mr. Wakefield’s re-
mark, even such an one would not hesitate to acknowledge,
that the abuse thus vulgarly brawled forth by its author,
and indecently encored by Mr. Plumptre, is more ““ amus-
ing” than “moral.”§ He will be less in danger of censure
if he yet further imitate Mr. Wakefield, by singing his
Palinodia.

[ trust I have succeeded in shewing that Mr. Plumptre
has advanced all the above charges, without any evidence.
I do not, therefore, scruple to adopt Mr. Plumptre’s own

* Memoirs, Vol. 1st, p. 182. 2d edition, 1804.

1 Wakefield’s Memoirs, Vol. 1st, pp. 136, 137. 2d edition, 1804,

1 I deem it but fair to add, that the  foundation” instanced by Mr.
Plumptre, is that noticed in paragraph 3.

§ Itisto be hoped, that there is greater discretion observed in the
‘ Colleetion of Songs, moral and amusing, by the Rev. J. Plumptre,”
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remark, (mutatis mutandis,) ““ If there are no better proofs
of Dr. Milner’s” misconduct ““ than t/ese, they are of a very
uncertain kind!” (pp. 83, 84.) or rather the momentary im-
pression they may have created, ought to be completely
cancelled from every Christian mind.

9. Butlet us hear how Mr. Plumptre disposes of evidence,
when it is actually put into his hands. It being his ob-
ject to depreciate Dr. Milner’s classical ability., he t}.xus
reasons respecting the merits of his scholastic disputation
for his degree of B. D. 1st. he acknowledges, that,
“no doubt very elegant Latin is often spoken” in the
schools at Cambridge ; (p. 84.) 2dly, a still more compe-
tent judge, Bishop Watson, who presided as Moderator and
Regius Professor of Divinity, when Mr. Milner performed
his exercise in theology, specifically declares that this dis-
putation, conducted in a classical language, was “a real
academical entertainment ;”—3dly, but ** the school Latin is
proverbially bad,” rejoins Mr. Plumptre, as appears by a
stale University joke, of which “ I will not vouch for the
truth;” therefore, “ if there are no better proofs of Dr.
Milner’s classical attainments than this, they are of a very
uncertain kind ;” (pp. 83, 84.) credat Judeus Apella, non
ego! It might have been reasonably expected, that a per-
son so nicely scrupulous and exquisitely cautious in the
reception of evidence, would have given us overwhelming
proofs of his own positions ; he must not, therefore, com-
plain if the public refuse to admit his charges against Dr.
Milner, upon his mere ipse dixit.

10. T will conclude this letter with a short and serious
appeal to Mr. Plumptre’s better feelings; for, having the
pleasure of some private acquaintance with him, I can
sincerely state, that I have much respect for the general
benevolence of his character, though in the present in-
stance he has given me no reason to appreciate highly the
solidity of his judgment. That the late Dean of Carlisle,
with extraordinary talents, and deep piety, had also some
peculiar weaknesses and inconsistencies, will not be dis-
puted by his best friends. These, however, are subjects
for unfeigned regret, and not for indiscriminate exposure.
Circumstances may, indeed, arise which render it expe-
dient, or even highly edifying to the Church of God, to
comment upon the failings of great and good men ; but
such topics should always be touched with infinite tender-
ness and delicacy. To such a work we must not apply an
unhallowed hand, nor bring a mind ruffled by angry pas-
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sions. Above all, we have reason to suspect the purity of
our motives, and the integrity of our conduct, when we
have been led to the exposure of the follies of some eminent
and pious man, and to the depreciation of his character, by
a wish to substantiate some rival claim to merit. How little,
ordinarily, is the importance of the questions at issue in
such cases, compared with the infinite risk of injury to the
interests of real religion! Whether Dr. Plumptre, or Dr.
Milner, were the more active in the discharge of their
respective duties, as the successive Presidents of Queen’s
College, is a matter of comparative insignificance: but it is
of incalculable importance to the welfare of the Church of
Christ, that the character of one of its most learned and
pious historians should not be wantonly sported with, and
that he should nct (without the gravest evidence) be repre-
sented as himself uninfluenced by the pure and holy truths
which he so powerfully upheld and enforced while living,
and which (now that he is no more) are so justly prized by a
Christian public, as illustrated in his valuable writings.
Without becoming apologists for his failings, let us humbly
endeavour to estimate them by the “same measure where-
with we would have it measured to us again!” The pious
Dean of Carlisle has for ever passed away from this earthl
scene, and must one day appear at the bar of “ Him who
judgeth righteously :”—there we also must shortly be con-
vened :—and if He, at whose tribunal we shall be assembled,
“should be extreme to mark what is done amiss, who
may stand ?” Such a thought may well compose every
angry feeling! Instead of turning ‘“the accusers of our”
pious, thougﬁl not sinless, ‘ brethren,” who, like the excel-
lent Dean Milner, earnestly sought and found a refuge for
the guilty, let us strive to be followers of them as far as
they followed Christ; and, through the same atoning blood
with which they were sprinkled, to be made partakers of the
same precious promises which they have inherited !

My principal object being to undeceive the public whom
Mr. Plumptre has misled, I have preferred this mode of
addressing him; and earnestly request that my letter may
be inserted in the same publication which contains his
attack. As an anonymous reply would be of little service
to the cause which this communication is intended to pro-
mote, I shall therefore (though not without considerable
reluctance) subscribe my humble name,

GreorGE CorNELiUus GORuAM.
Clapham, Surrey, 28th Ieh. 1822.
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“ On the different Methods in which the Talents and Opportu-
““ nities of all Christians ought to be employed for the
“ Advancement of the Cause of Christ.”

Tue subject proposed for discussion in this essay, sup-
poses that talents are of various orders, and are dlstnbuted_
n different proportions to mankind: That  the cause of
Religion” is the sublimest object to which they can be
directed : That  Christians” are laid under special obliga-
tions so to apply them: That ““ opportunities” constantly
arising should be diligently improved ; and that ph'e.“ me-
thods” of application vary according to the abilities of
individuals.

These are also the sentiments of Scripture : and when it
sald, “ occupy till I come”—we hear the voice of a Master—
our attention is directed to the trust which he has confided
to us; and we are instructed to look forward to a time,
when he will resume his own, release us from our charge,
and require an account of our stewardship.

That talents are of various orders, and unequal in their
distribution, must be evident to every man who has
examined the process of nature, or the dispensations of
Providence. By talents, we understand pOwers or posses-
sions—the faculties of the mind, or the circumstances of
the individual. We must not here include offices or in-
fluence, which are more properly classed under opportu-
nities.

The powers of the human mind differ in respect of
different intelligent beings. Scarcely is there a greater
disproportion between mere animal and intellectual life ;
scarcely can we conceive a more immeasurable distance
between the human mind encumbered with the flesh, and
the intelligences of heaven; than we know and feel to sub-
sist between the grovelling sentiments of a capacity origin-
ally contracted, and wholly uncultivated, and the Iuminous
and enlarged sphere of a soul all fire, disdaining the fetters
of mortality, almost refining the element which imprisons
it into spirituality, and comprehending at once the charac-
ter of its duty, and the glory of its destination. To the
one, Nature is a blank. He ‘sees not the wonders accom-
plishing around him—he is insensible to the beautiful forms
of existence, and their various adaptation to the end of
their being. He scarcely lifts his eyes to the heavens,
when the night kindles their blaze of glory—and if they
attract his notice, it is a ** brute unconscious gaze,” which
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excites no emotion, conveys no sentiments, communicates
no pleasure. Science isa blank to him. He is ignorant of
1ts treasures—he despises what he does not understand.
He is careful only to secure the single interest which ap-
pertains to himself, by the means presenting themselves to
him with the least trouble. It is the mere impulse of
necessity, the appetite of the savage—selfish, narrow, unso-
cial—and to such a man the city is transformed into the
desert. He lives to himself, and scarcely can be said to
exist at all. He vegetates rather than lives. Providence
1s a blank to him. He is ignorant of all that is passing in
the world, or indifferent to it, except the solitary spring
of his own supply be dried. He scarcely raises his eyes
from the ground which he cultivates ; and seems rooted to
the soil from which he earns his subsistence. We must
not attribute this apathy and selfishness merely to the
absence of instruction. There are minds, under similar
disadvantages, which soar above their circumstances—and
present, in the most humble stations of life, a modest, but
striking example of all that is noble in principle, dignified
in sentiment, firm in purpose, benevolent in heart, and en-
larged in capacity. There are others, upon whom rank
reflects no glory, to whom cultivation can communicate no
generous sentiments, who are incapable of appreciating or
employing their advantages,—and who remain, what they
were from the beginning, ignorant, useless, and contemp-
tible. The mind in the first instance, like a few favoured
tracts of the earth, spontaneously produces the most luxu-
riant vegetation, the richest fruits, and the fairest lowers—
in the other, it resembles the arid sands of the desert, upon
which the showers of the spring descend in vain; and
should the husbandman divide them with his plough, or
commit to their furrows his precious seed—his hope would
be lost—the reaper would not fill his hand, nor he that bind-
eth sheaves his bosom. It may be easily conceived of what
advantage instruction will be to a mind of superior intellec-
tual endowments, in giving scope to faculties, before im-
prisoned in a narrow sphere, altogether disproportionate to
their powers and desires; and with what avidity it will
avail 1itself of the opportunities of acquiring enlarged in-
formation. Nature will be traced in all her matchless com-
binations ; Providence will be regarded with attentive
interest, and devotional admiration. Selfishness will yield
to the generous impulses of sympathy—and as a man,
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nothing human will be foreign to his heart. But be-
tween these characters there is a difference obviously less
dependent upon circumstances, than upon the disproportion
of original mental powers: and while labour may give to
natural barrenness some of the features of cultivation;
and the richest soil untilled, in the spontaneity of its pro-
duction, can present but wild fruits and flowers; the
difference between the land shall still be obvious to the
eye. The contrast of intellectual powers, which has
been stated, and which is not imaginary, depends not more
upon application, than upon original ability. The subject,
however, supposes an adaptation of talent to different pur-
poses. 1t were absurd to condemn a man as destitute of
capacity, because its exercise takes a different direction to
the talent of his neighbour. All are not actuated by the
ambition of the statesman ; all are not animated with the
courage of the hero; all do not feel the inspiration of the
poet ; all are not fitted for the laborious researches, or the
patient investigations, of the philosopher. If it were so,
the beautiful variety of nature would be destroyed, and the
harmony of society broken. Every man would be the
rival, and not the associate—the enemy, and not the helper
of his neighbour.  For the body is not one member, but
“ many. If the foot shall say, Because I am not the hand,
“Iam not of the body; is it therefore not of the body ?
“ And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the eye, [ am
“ not of the body; is it therefore not of the body? If the
““ whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? if the
“ whole were hearing, where were the smelling? But now
“ hath God set the members every one of them in the body,
“ as 1t hath pleased him. And if they were all one mem-
““ ber, where were the body? But now are they many mem-
“ bers, yet but one body. And the eye cannot say un-
“to the hand, I have no need of thee; nor again the
““ head to the feet, I have no need of you.” This beautiful
allusion to the distribution of the members of the body, and
the different uses of the senses—as well as the adaptation
of each to the end for which it was given, their harmony
conducing to the perfection of the whole—was made by the
Apostle in reference to the diversity, and at the same time,
the unity, of the Church of Christ; and will apply with
equal propriety and force, to the variety of talent among
mankind, and the contribution of each to the general stabi-
lity and advantage of society. The question then returns,
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how may each of these be so applied, as to conduce most to
the general interest; and to that especially which transcends
all other subjects, and secures all other blessings—the
cause of Christ?

It would be improper to dismiss this part of the subject
without noticing, that there is a diversity of circumstances
as well as of intellectual powers; and as a man can give
only according to that which he hath, and shall be judged
by his possessions as well as his faculties, we must con-
sider his property as included among his talents.—The
disproportionate allotments of Providence, are parts of the
Divine government, which excite much speculation, but
which must be resolved into his sovereignty, and should be
cheerfully confided to his wisdom and tenderness. We are
certain, that he hath done all things well ; and we ought to
be satisfied with a testimony written upon the face of all
nature, m characters of boundless variety, and dazzling
brightness, and inscribed no less upon our consciences,
without demanding reasons which he has seen fit to with-
hold, or applying the rash conclusions of our passions to
the operations of infinite wisdom and paternal love. He
has decreed that the poor shall never cease out of the land.
It was not an ordinance applicable exclusively to Israel,
but a dispensation of Providence acting upon all ages and
all nations. It is unnecessary to resort to argument, when
the fact presents itself on every side ; or to seek for illus-
tration, when the cottage stands hard by the palace.  The
“ poor ye have always with you—" hear it, ye sons and
daughters of affluence and of dissipation—it 1s the voice of
your Master; and it is enforced by the howling of the
wintry winds—the peltings of ‘the pitiless storm—and the
keenness of the piercing cold.

From these external circumstances no conclusions can be
drawn safely or wisely relative to the character of those
who are respectively placed in them—nor are they indica-
tions of the Divine approbation, or the contrary. It might
indeed be said, that the boasted privileges of the rich are
artificial. The poor man beholds the same glorious sun,—
breathes the same air,—walks on the same beautiful earth—
possesses the same senses—is an heir of the same immor-
tality. Can the wealthy enjoy more than these? Do luxu-
ries conduce to real pleasure? Does abundance give a
greater taste for these pure and simple, but enduring boun-
ties of nature ? Is not the reverse the fact? The rich man
often enjoys less of real life. He beholds every thing
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through a fictitious medium. He has no relish for unsophis-
ticated pleasures. He has created for himself artificial
gratifications, purchased at an immoderate expense—palling
to an appetite diseased by indulgence, and perishing in the
using. Habit has rendered these necessary, and at the
same time, by making them familiar, destroyed their charm,
which novelty alone conferred. In the mean while, like the
poor man, he 1s exposed to disease—to pain—to anguish of
spirit—to death :—even rendered more subject to those, by
indolence, by sensuality, by luxury. Where then is the
advantage of the rich over the poor? * The violet smells”
to the one as to the other—*¢ all his senses have but human
“ conditions”—his “ affections may be higher mounted”
than those of the poor man— yet when they stoop, they
“ stoop with the like wing.” The balance is against wealth
in no small items in the aggregate of human life, and at its
close, all the distinction, 1s swallowed up. Still further,
those apparently disproportionate allotments, like the diver-
sity of natural talents, are intended for the general advan-
tage of society, and doubtless contribute to it. Out of
these arise those beautiful gradations from its foundation
to its summit ; and let it never be forgotten, if the apex of
the cone be the point of dignity, on its base rests all its
stability. The poor are essential to society—contribute
largely to its comfort and security—and are not deprived
therefore of the privilege of aiding the grand cause of
the Redeemer in the world.

Having shewn that talents, including alike powers and
possessions, mental faculties and individual circumstances,
are of various orders, and distributed in different propor-
tions to mankind, it is time to advance to another position,
taken for granted in this essay, but which must not pass
unnoticed.

The cause of Religion is the sublimest object to which
they can be directed. This is a sentiment which the Chris-
tian will spring forward to meet the moment it is announced.
To him' it is unnecessary to produce argument, where his
heart has already outrun the proposition. He identifies
the cause of the Saviour with his own. He burns with
his displeasure, loves with his aﬁection—triumphs in his
victory—lives but in his smiles. To him empires and
armies are nothing, but as the theatres on which the glory of
his Master shall be exhibited, and instruments by which his
right shall be facilitated. He sees in the bitterness of
human contention, the promise of universal repose—in the
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collision of human passions, the wisdom of Providence
working out its own unsearchable designs—and in the
partial evil permitted, the universal benefit, predicted in the
pages of inspiration, and sealed by the promise and oath of
God. Not insensible nor indifferent to the tide of human
blood which ambition causes to flow—he looks to the end
of the conflict: in these elements of discord he discerns
the seeds of future happiness and peace; and while man’s
insatiable lust of conquest would neversay “Itis enough,” he
beholds the invisible Power, who  rides in the whirlwind
and directs the storm,” contracting their ravages; settin
boundaries to the cruelty of oppression; and saying to the
wrath of princes, “ Hitherto shalt thou go, but no farther.”
He sees, in these convulsions, ¢ the faith of ancient pro-
phecy.” The stone cut out without hands, strikes the
image of despotism, crumbles its incongruous materials,
and becomes a great mountain which filleth the whole earth.
In every event he keeps his eye fiXed upon the cause of the
Redeemer, not merely as that in which he has the greatest
stake, but as the most noble in its character, the most benefi-
cial 1n its effects, and in which all others must merge. When
the vultures gather before the battle on the summits of sur-
rounding mountains, and so soon as the first signal-gun is
fired, spread the wing, and sail high upon the air, stretching a
dreadful shadow over the combatants, hiding as a cloud the
mid-day sun, and darkening the field of carnage; he hears a
voice which cries to the fowls of heaven, saying, “ Come
“ and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the
“ great God ! that ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the
“ flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the
¢ flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the
“ flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small and
““ great;” and he knows that these are the harbingers of Ais
presence, who shall turn the sword into a ploughshare, and
the spearinto a pruning-hook ; the pioneers of that mighty
conqueror, ““who is clothed in raiment dipped in blood,
““and who hath upon his vesture, and upon his thigh, a
“ name written, King of Kings, and Lord of Lords.”

And while the Christian connects himself inseparably
with these interests of the Redeemer, he connects himself
with the noblest of all causes.  With what shall we attempt
to compare it? Not with the crooked policy of earthly
potentates, and interested statesmen: for all his ways are
purity and truth ; and although * clouds and darkness are
“ round about him, righteousness and judgment are the
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“ habitation of his throne.” Not with the glories of con-
querors, whose history is written in characters of blood ;
whose triumphs are purchased at the expense of human
life, and often terminate in the destruction of the liberties
of mankind: for, although Jesus is a conqueror, * with
“ righteousness shall he judge the world, and the people
“ with equity.” Not with the researches of philosophy :
for these can only give respectability and advantage to the
present life ; but upon the cause of the Redeemer all eternity
1s suspended. It stands alone and unrivalled ; and is the
sublimest object to which human talents can be directed.
Christians are laid under especial obligations so to
apply their talents. They have the force of a positive
command acting upon them ; it is enjoined : * Occupy, till I
“ come.” It is the giver of talents and of opportunities
who speaks. They are addressed by their allegiance and
responsibility. However others may dream of indepen-
dence, they avow submission. Whatever claims others
may advance to time, to property, to talent, as their own,
denying the interference of foreign interests, and even dis-
regarding accountability, the professer makes none of
these pretensions. He has disavowed principles so absurd
and so injurious. He has called Jesus Master and Lord.
He has acknowledged that ** a man can have nothing, except
it “ be given him from heaven.” By his own creed shall he
be judged, and out of his own mouth shall the misapplica-
tion of his talents and the neglect of his opportunities be
condemned. In calling himself a disciple of Jesus, he has
in effect made the cause of religion his own; and if he
withdraw from it those contributions of every description
which he is able to afford to it, he is wasting the property
of his Master, and shall be judged and sentenced according-
1, s . § 2
ly. But the Christian indeed has a law written upon his
heart, the transcript of the precept just quoted, which ren-
ders obedience to him habitual,easy, and delightful. He is
not driven to the improvement, or to the right application
of his powers and circumstances ; he is urged alike by duty
and affection to active and useful exertion. From a willino
heart the offering proceeds; and while he regards all his
ossessions as borrowed, and all his faculties as BestoWed, he
will adore the Being who conferred them, and consider no
cause so worthy all their assistance as that of the Redeem-
er; no employment of them so honourable as their appli-
cation to its advancement. To be so distinguished as to
be entrusted with the means of promoting the interests of
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Churist, he will deem his highest honour, and the confidence
thus reposed in him will produce the most profound humi-
lity. Thus it acted upon the mind of David, when he had
finished his immense preparations for building the house of
the Lord. ¢ But,” said the holy monarch, ““ who am I?
““ and what is my people? that we should be able to offer
“ so willingly after this sort? for all things come of thee,
“and of thine own have we given thee !” It is needless
to contrast this spirit of genuine religion with the reluc-
tance with which professors sometimes contribute to the
cause of Christ; and the disproportion which so often sub-
sists between their ability and their efforts; between the
property expended in self-indulgence, and the pittance de-
voted to the support of the Gospel at home, in their own
churches, and its furtherance abroad, among nations
perishing for lack of knowledge. It must be admitted, that
much is done by the religious world ; that in the present
day they carry their liberality beyond all precedent ; but it
must be also conceded, that if every one gave in proportion
to his actual ability, while some few might be found to
advance more than prudence will justify, most bestow less
than gratitude demands—and much more might be accom-
plished. Christians, however, are bound to apply their
talents to this best of causes, by an especial obligation, and
according to the rule thuslaid down. “ The love of Christ
“ constraineth them,” and their obedience is prompt and
cheerful, in proportion to the operation of this transcendent
principle.

Opportunities constantly arising, should be diligently
improved.

Some offices afford greater scope for general usefulness
than others. From ministers the word of exhortation is
expected ; and when they tenderly, but firmly, point out an
error, or reprove a sin, none but the unreasonable can take
offence ; none but the hardened will despise their friend-
ship. And let them take care that they avail themselves of
the privilege of their office, and the opportunities of correct-
ing evil, with all affection, but with all fidelity: otherwise
he who gave them their commission, and holds them account-
able for it, will set their sins of connivance before his face,
and hold them guilty of the ruin which they foresaw and
did not prevent. They are also endowed with talents
peculiarly fitted to advance the interests of religion. They
can plead a cause, to which others only can contribute.
While some can only support the great institutions of pub-
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lic benefit with their countenance and property, these can
silence the gainsayer, and demonstrate the truth and jus-
tice of the principles upon which they are founded. While
some can only set their hand to the truth, these can defend
it, and are ready to give to every man a reason for the hope
that is in them. Nor can he be deemed guiltless of hiding
his talent, instead of putting it out to interest for his Lord,
who stands aloof from such noble institutions. For al-
though it is not the duty of ministers to sacrifice the few
to the many, they must not merge the general cause in an
exclusive attention to their immediate charge. Their duties
to them are not incompatible with the claims of the human
race. They must discharge the one, and not leave the
other undone. Let them also, in their preaching, faithfully
and fully display the principles of the Gospel. It is by the
preaching of the cross, and by it alone, that sinners are
converted. It is this which has been the mighty engine of
war in the hands of the Redeemer. This has been the in-
strument of his triumphs. But we must not imagine, that
such means are possessed by ministers alone. Their hear-
ers can preach also—preach by the purity of their lives,
the integrity of their principles, the consistency of their
character, the devotion of their spirit, the sweetness of their
temper, the seasonableness of their instructions, and the
force of their example. And they can preach to those who
never come within the sound of a minister’s voice, who
give him no opportunity of conferring such benefits upon
them, who turn away their foot from the sanctuary, and
who will not receive the truth from the ministers of religion.
Theyavoid their teachers, but they cannot avoid his hearers.
They shun the stated periods and places of worship, but
they cannot escape general intercourse with Christians.
Judiciously then to seize the opportunity of doing them
good; by some affectionate hint dropped—not forced,
but emanating without effort from conversation, or elicited
perhaps by some remark of their own—is of infinite mo-
ment. -The indiscriminate introduction of religious conver-
sation has done incalculable injury, and driven away those
who were intended to be benefited, or hardened those
whose admonition was designed. * But a word spoken in
season, how good it is!” not more beautiful and grateful to
the eye, were the citrons presented at Solomon’s table in
baskets of wrought silver. ~Affliction may afford encourage-
ment,when God maketh the heart soft, to direct the wounded
spirit to him who promises rest to the mourner; adversity,
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to speak of an incorruptible inheritance; disappointment,
to awaken thoughts of hopes which never deceive. And
how many such opportunities are afforded pious physicians,
religious nurses, and even godly servants, to dropa word or
a hint, without impertinence, and without offence, the
effect of which shall be most beneficial and lasting. These
are opportunities which must be secured as they arise, or
they may never return. The favourable moment suffered to
escape, is lost for ever; and a soul which might have been
snatched from death, remains the slave of sin. We should
all think seriously of this—exercise constant vigilance,
and ““watch for souls, as they who must give account.”
It is not enough to seize opportunities as they present
themselves, but we must wait for them, or many a golden
moment will escape unobserved and unimproved.

The observation must not here be omitted, that the wives
and children of ministers have excellent and frequent oppor-
tunities to support pulpit labours, by their example and
their advice. It is taken for granted that they are in
situations to visit the sick and the poor—to them, exhortation
and encouragement may be administered. They are admit-

ted on terms of equality into all ranks of society :—by pru-

dence, firmness, courtésy and piety, how much may they
recommend the cause of religion? The children too ma
possess much influence over the minds of those of their
own age, in the superiority of their information and edu-
cation, while their companions are prepared to receive
them with respect.

To specify the probable opportunities of doing good
to the cause of Religion presenting themselves to persons
of different ranks and stations in life, 1s unnecessary and
impracticable. They arise hourly, and cannot be antici-
pated. It is enough to establish and define clearly the
general principle. The object of the question has not been
lost sight of throughout the discussion; and it will then be
easy to infer from its general scope, the methods of ap-
plication, which must vary according to theabilities of indi-
viduals. I shall glance at some of the more general me-
thods inwhich the talents and opportunities of all Christians
may be employed for the advancement of the cause of
Christ ; and shall barely enumerate these, as they will be
too obvious to require elucidation, and the true application
of the subject will be, that each one shall respectively prac-
tise its evident obligations, and individually act upon its
benevolent principles.
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Wealth may be hallowed by relieving the afflicted : and
thus God is honoured. The mammon of unrighteousness,
unfaithful riches, often so injurious, may thus become
friendly to their possessor by being rendered subservient to
the cause of Religion. Thus Job employed them; and the
blessing of him who was ready to perish was the balm which
canctified the head of that patriarch. To such purposes
the precepts of Scripture have destined them. Then they
descend in showers of comfort upon the distressed, and
blessings upon their distributors. But as all incomes are
limited, economy must provide for the exercise of benefi-
cence. True charity consists in the practice of self-denial,
in order to the indulgence of benevolence. He who spares
to give, is the individual who best understands and fulfils
the precepts of mercy. Wisdom should be exercised in
choosing objects which we design to support. As we can-
not assist all, we must apply the means which we possess to
those whose claims are strongest, either from the extent of
their usefulness, or their local fitness to benefit.

Talents must be employed in instructing the ignorant,
and supporting truth. These are not always, perhaps not
often, associated with riches ; but their sphere of usefulness
is not less extensive, and is certainly more elevated than
that of wealth. The question is, how may the cause of
truth be bestserved ? and the answer, by applying diligently
different talents to the same noble object. Talents are
sometimes excluded the place they might and would occupy
in public interests, because contributions are also expectea
from their possessors, which they have not the honest
means of affording. The conductors of general institutions
should be aware of this, and not deprive themselves of the
assistance they might command, by the expectation of that
which the individual cannot bestow. "

Influence should be employed in attracting those, who
would otherwise stand aloof from a good cause, or remain
indifferent to it. For this reason men of rank incur a dread-
ful responsibility, when they withhold from the interest of
religion a patronage, which it does not absolutely need, but
which they are bound by every possible obligation to
bestow. And when much good might be effected, at so
small inconvenience to themselves, when also their own
respectability is deeply involved in their aiding the cause of
religion and benevolence, if they are reluctant to come
forward on such occasions, an indelible disgrace attaches
to their indifference.
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Poverty may contribute to the cause of Christ by its
prayers, and even its privations. The petitions of the
poor on behalf of the interests of the Redeemer, are as pre-
cious to him, as the exertions of the affluent; and none are
so impoverished as not to be able to do something for him.
The institutions of the present day are generally so con-
structed as to enable even the widow to throw her mite
into the treasury. But there is another way in which the
poor may aid the cause of Christ—and that 1s, by a patient
perseverance in well-doing, and submission to the will of
God—by personal attachment to the principles of his
Gospel, and a holy victory over themselves. They will
then preach by their example. All obedience does not con-
sist 1n activity. There is a passive service to be rendered
to religion. And he who suffers well the will of God; who
possesses his soul in patience ; who walks through the vale
of humiliation with cheerfulness, renders this trthute to
the general interests of Christ; and has done what he
could !

In fine, all may serve this cause, by improving the talents
which they do possess, and applying them as opportunities
arise to employ them. Every man must here judge and act
for himself. But let him remember there is another Judge
who cannot be deceived ; whose tribunal is erecting; who
says, “ Occupy, till I come;” and who will distinguish
between the faithful and slothful servant. Let him remem-
ber, that every one may be useful, and ought to be diligent.
Remember he again the opportunity for improving and em-
ploying his talents, whatever they are, is fast passing away.
If we look to the end, and measure our present operations
by the judgment we shall then form of their actual impor-
tance, then those who have done most will feel that they
have not done enough. Be we therefore, ““ diligent in busi-
ness, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord ;” and what we do,
let us do quickly.

v

On the Character of Machiavel.

TO THE EDITORS OF THE INVESTIGATOR.

GENTLEMEN,

It would gratify some of yourreaders, if you or your intel-
ligent correspondents could throw any light onthe character
of that extraordinary man, Machiavel—but it will require
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considerable acumen, depth of research, :md_ patient inves-
tigation; a thorough acquaintance with his works; and
with the contrary opinions that have been formed of him,
where, I believe, Lord Bacon, and Mr. Roscoe in his Leo X.
are completely at issue. b of ' .

I have lately met with an article in the He}rlelan Mlspel-
lany of scarce tracts, with this title : “Machiavel’s vindica-
tion of himself and his writings, published 1st April, 1537 ;7
and as the original occupies eight 4to pages in double co-
Jumns, I have selected and compressed the material parts of
it; preserving the style of writing and phraseology as nearly
as possible. e _

A question naturally arises, how is it to be reconciled
with his general character, that a man avowing such true
principles of civil and religious liberty, a professed ad-
mirer of Luther, and declaring himself most solemnly a
Protestant and sincere Christian, should yet have been
considered in the light of an enemy, and his name become
a term of reproach, a by-word, and proverb for every thing
that is base and Jesuitical ; and that this opinion should
have obtained, not only among Roman Catholics of the
time, whose interest it might be to blacken him on account
of the severity he uses towards the clergy and the Pope;
but alsoamong Protestants, Patriots, and Dissenters; among
Whigs and Tories ; that our greatest and most eminent cham-
pions of liberty, at the bar and in the senate, should so
frequently make use of his name to designate a villanous
character, or a crooked political transaction?

May not this opinion have arisen from the public having
considered his famous work, “ The Prince,” in a literal
sense, rather than as an ironical and satirical piece ; as lay-
ing down principles and maxims of bad government, and a
policy to be imitated, instead of his having therein designed
and pourtrayed to the life the features and character of
tyranny; or as a parody of the measures of Charles V.
and the usurpations and intrigues of popery which he
had so subtilely disguised and mixed up as to escape
immediate detection; and this I believe was so completely
the case, that the first edition was nearly sold at Il)lome,

before the design was discovered. As Fenelon wrote his
“ Telemachus” for a model to good and virtuous princes, so
Machiavel might write his ““ Prince” from another motive, to
shew not merely the effects of tyranny and misrule on the
happiness of the people, but the certain reaction which
such measures would produce, when fully developed, upon
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the tyrants themselves. “ I have drawn them,” says he,
“ to the life, in all theirlineaments and colours, and I hope
mankind will know them the better, so as to avoid them.”
But to proceed with the extracts from his Vindication of
himself and his writings. “ If princes,” says he, “will se-
riously consider this matter, I make no question but they
will rule with clemency and moderation, and return to that
excellent maxim of the ancients, almost exploded in this
age,—that the interest of kings and of their people is the
same.”

“ What I conceive not to be rebellion.—Whosoever then
takes up arms to maintain the politick constitution or go-
vernment of the country in the condition it then is, I mean
to defend it from being changed, or invaded by the craft
or force of any man; although it be the prince or chief
magistrate himself; provided that such taking up of arms
be commanded, or authorised by those, who are, by the
order of that government, legally entrusted with the custody
of the liberty of the people, and foundation of the govern-
ment—this %Ihold to be so far from rebellion, that I believe
it laudable, nay the duty of every such member of the com-
monwealth.”—“ It would be of ill consequence to make
every private man the judge when the rights of the people
are invaded, (to which they have as lawful a claim as the
prince to his,) which would be apt to produce frequent,
and sometimes causeless tumults—therefore it hath been
great wisdom to appoint guardians to their liberty—which
ought to be understood to reside in the estates of the
country—these are to assert and maintain the orders of the
government, and the laws established : and if it cannot be
done otherwise, to arm the people, to defend, and repel the
force thatis upon them.”

His answer to the charge of Atheism.

“ I do not deny but I have very frequently in my writings
laid the blame upon the Church of Rome, not only for all
the misgovernment of Christendom, but even for the depra-
vation, and almost total destruction of the Christian reli-
%ion—but that this d?th, or can tend to teach men atheism,

eremptorily deny.’

sz's (};eed. $ ghuth

1 do undoubtedly hope, by the merits of Christ, and b
faith in him, to attain eternal salvation. I believe that a%;
divine virtues are contained in the books of the Holy Scrip-
tures as they are now extant, and received among us. From
them I understand, that God created man in purity and in-
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nocence, that they (our first parents) lost their integrity,
and their paradise, and entailed sin and misery upon their
posterity: that Almighty God, to repair this loss, did, out
of his infinite mercy and goodness, send his only begotten
Son into the world, to die for the salvation of mankind ;
and to give us the Holy Spirit, to regenerate our hearts,
support our faith, and lead us into all t‘ruth." o

His inferences from, and application of, these principles.

« As our first parents did disappoint the good intention
of God, in making a pure world, and brought in the cor-
ruptions that are now in it; so likewise the Bishops of
Rome, by their insatiable ambition and avarice, have
frustrated the merciful purpose he had in the happy restora-
tion he intended the world by his Son; and they have
wholly defaced and spoiled the Christian religion, and made
it a worldly and heathenish thing. If, I say, this do appear,
I know no reason, why I, for detecting thus much, and giv-
ing warning to the world, should be accused of impiety, or
atheism; or why his Holiness should be so enraged against
the poor inhabitants of the valleys of Savoy, and against
the Albigenses for calling him Antichrist. That the %’opes
have corrupted the Christian religion, we need but read the
New Testament ; and there we shall see that the faith, and
religion, preached by Christ, and settled by his apostles,
and cultivated in their epistles, is so different a thing from
the Christianity now professed and taught at Rome, that
we should be convinced, that if those holy men should be
sent by God again into the world, they would take more
pains to confute this, than ever they did to preach down the
traditions of the Pharisees, and the fables and idolatry of
the Gentiles; and would, in all probability, suffer a new
martyrdom in that city under the vicar of Christ. This
spurious religion, brought in upon the ruins of Christianity
by the Popes, hath deformed the face of the governments
of Europe, destroying all the good principles and morality
left us by the Heathens; whereby they have subjected
mankind, and even great princes and states, to their own
empire, and never suffered any orders or maxims to take
Elace (where they have power) that might make a nation wise,

onest, great, or wealthy.”—* The Pope judges infallibly of
divine truth, and assumes to forgive sins as Christ did—
then to be the head of all ecclesiastical persons and causes
in the world, and so have absolute jurisdiction over all the
affairs in Christendom, while it is plain, that in the whole
New Testament there is no description made of any such
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officer in the church, except it be in the prophecy of the
Apocalypse, or in St. Paul’s epistle, where_ he says, who it
is that shall sit in the temple of God, shewing himself that
he is God.”— That in the latter days, some shall depart
from the faith, forbidding to marry, and commanding to ah-
stain from meats, which God hath created to be received
with thanksgiving.”—¢ But all these things, and many other
abuses, brought in by these perverters of Christiani.ty,‘ will
I hope ere long be inquired into, by some of the disciples
of that bold friar (Luther) who thundered against their indul-
gencies,” &c.—“ Another of the most hellish of all the
mnovations brought in by the Popes, is the clergy : these
are a sort of men, who, under pretence of ministering to the
people in holy things, are set apart and separated from the
rest of mankind, (from whom they have a very distinct, and a
very opposite interest,) by a human ceremony, called by a
divine name, viz. Ordination—these, wherever they are
found, make a band, which may be called the Janizaries of
the papacy—these have been the causes of all the immora-
lities in government, and of all the impieties and abomina-
tions in religion, and by consequence of all the disorder,
villany, and corruption, we suffer under in this detestable
age—they have crept into all the governments of Christen-
dom, and made themselves a third estate, that is, they
have by their temporalities, which are almost a third part of
all the land in Europe; sometimes even authorising the
people to rise up in arms, and constrain their governors to
a submission.”— It would almost astonish a wise man to
imagine, how these folks should acquire an empire so de-
structive to the Christian religion, and so pernicious to the
interests of men ; but it will not seem so miraculous to those
who shall seriously consider, that the clergy have been for
more than this thousand years upon the catch, and formed
a united corporation, against the purity of religion, and the
interest of mankind ; and have not only wrested the Holy
Scriptures to their own advantage, which they have kept
from the laity, but made use of the ambition and avarice of
the Christian princes, stirring them up one against another,
and sending them upon foolish errands to the Holy Land
to lose their lives, and to leave their dominions in the
mean time exposed to themselves and their accomplices.”
—“ Stifling the light of the Gospel, crying down moral vir-
tues as splendid sins, defacing human policy, destroying
the purity of the Christian faith and profession, and all
that was virtuous, prudent, regular,and orderly upon earth ;
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s0 that whoever would do God and good men service, get
himself immortal honour in this life, and eternal glory in
the next, must make himself powerful enough to extirpate
this cursed and apostate race out of the world.”*

« They profess themselves the only instruments which
God hath chosen to teach and reform the world, though
they have neither moral virtues, nor natural parts equal to
other men ; and by this pretence they have prevailed so far
apon the common sort of people, and upon some too of a
better quality, that they are persuaded their salvation, or
eternal damnation, depends upon believing or not believing
of what they say.”—*“ I would not be understood to dis-
suade any from honouring the true apostolical teachers
when they shall be established among us; or from allowing
them (even of right, and not of courtesy,) such emoluments
as may enable them cheerfully to perform the duties of
their charge, to provide for their children, and even to use
hospitality as they are commanded by St. Paul. But this
[ will prophesy, that if princes perform this duty by halves,
and leave any root of this clergy or priesteraft as it now 18,
in the ground, then Isay I must foretel, that the magistrates
will find themselves deceived in their expectations; and
that the least fibre of this plant will overrun again the
whole vineyard of the Lord, and turn to a diffusive papacy,
in every diocese, perhaps in every parish. So that God 1n
his mercy, inspire them to cut out the core of the ulcer,
and the bag of this imposture, that it may never rankle or
fester any more, nor break out hereafter, to diffuse new
corruption and putrefaction through the body of Christ,
which is his holy church, to vitiate and infect the good
order and true policy of Government.”—* If I have been a
little too punctual in describing these mansters, and drawn
them to the life in all their lineaments and colours, I hope
mankind will know them the better to avoid them.”—“ Who-
soever takes upon him so execrable an employment as to
rule men against the laws of nature and reason, must turn
all topsy-turvy, and never stick at any thing ; for if once he
halt, he will fall and never rise agam. And so I bid you
farewell.”

" 1 may trouble you with some farther remarks, should this
subject be investigated ; and in the meanwhile remain,
Gentlemen, Yours truly, o 8

* Some of your readers may not know that Machiavel had formerly
been put to the torture, from the cffects and marks of which he
never recovered.
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[From the similarity of reasoning in some parts of the following
Essay, and that on Chivalry, inserted in their last Number, the
EpiToRs think it necessary to say, that the paper now published,
was transmitted from a distant part of the country several weeks
previous to the publication of their last number; and that any
coincidj:nce of thought or expression must therefore be quite acci-
dental.

THE poetry of the present day is peculiarly characterized
by its deviation from those rigid canons of criticism to
which the most distinguished writers of the last century
paid such implicit deterence. The same bold reliance on
the energies and resources of their own genius, is apparent
in the master spirits of the most brilliant period of our
poetic annals; and whatever may have been the errors and
absurdities into which it has occasionally led our cotempo-
rary bards, there needs perhaps no better proof of their
well-grounded claim to the popularity which has been
awarded them, than the marked change 1n the tone of perio-
dical criticism, which their works have effected.

An undiscriminating veneration for antiquity is certainly
not the literary prejudice of our age. Yet there are not
wanting some lingering adherents to the creed of those
fathers of the art, whose principles, founded on works the
reputation of which has increased with the lapse of ages,
have been considered by their followers as possessing an
authority little short of the boasted infallibility of the

Church of Rome. Few, perhaps, of the present race of

critics, professedly rank themselves under the banner of the
Stagyrite, or would attempt to subject the British muse to
the trammels she has so lately and indignantly cast off.
They have laid aside their books, but have not buried
their wands, and would circumscribe ““ her freedom in the
air” to a magic circle, which is visible to none but them-
selves.

- Thou shalt be free

As mountain winds, but then exactly do

All points of my command.”

The pedantry of criticism still hangs loosely about them,
and they would continue at times to restrain the erratic
genius of British poetry, by the dictates of a taste formed
on the “ pure models of antiquity.” But this we may ex-
claim with Sir Hugh, “is affectatious :” itis forcing a com-
parison where there is no analogy. Those who possess the
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finestrelish for the beauties of the classic muse, are most con-
vinced how impossible it is to transfer them into our lan-
guage. Every attempt to erect the ancient authors into a
standard of poetic taste is more calculated to fostera tone of
dogmatism, andaspiritofnarrowprejudice in the critic, than
to promote theimprovement of poetry. Even their inimitable
excellence is rather an argument for deviation into ¢ fresh
fields and pastures new,” than for continuing to tread their
awful footsteps in undeviating and hopeless mediocrity.
The profuse and fanciful imagery, the wild and gloomy sub-
limity of the English muse, 1s incompatible with the cor-
rectness of the ancient model; but he has little cause to
exult in the classical severity of his taste, who has lost his
susceptibility to the sweetness of our “native wood-notes
wild ;” who would trample unregarded the rich ore, which
ripens beneath a northern sun, because it is sometimes
mingled with worthless dross: nor can we envy his feelings
who can find matter for harsh censure, or heartless ridicule,
in the occasional vagrancy of a brilliant, but unrestrained
imagination. Such criticism 1s calculated not to direct,
but to retard the aspirations of young and trembling
genius,

¢ Hangs on his flight, restrains his tow'ring wing,

Twists its dark folds, and points its venom'd sting.”

We may be allowed too to doubt the wisdom of that
advice,which would urge a young poet to form his taste by the
assiduous study of any particular class of authors, ancient
or modern. The subtle spirit, which breathes and burns
through their finest passages, is too impalpable to be
caught ;

¢ Speret idem; sudet multum frustraq ; laboret
Ausus idem.”

Even of the more mechanical graces of diction, it is far
easier to produce a caricature than a resemblance. Should
he escape the danger of servile imitation, he would be
liable to contract peculiarities which would hang upon and
embarrass his maturer efforts, with the troublesome perti-
nacity of Sinbad’s old man of the mountain.

With more aglvantage, we think, might his imagination
wander unrestrained through the works of preceding poets,
and collect from each its congenial food. While the an-
cients rendered his ear more delicately alive to the harmony
of verse, furnished him with a store of interesting allusions
and increased the correctness of his taste ; the gx'eat bards
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of our own country would teach him to pursue, with rational
confidence, the promptings of his imagination, and to seek
no model but that image of uncreated beauty which dwells
in his own breast. Too rigorous a discipline of the intellect
is little favourable to the developement of the creative
powers ; and nothing can be more fatal to the success of a
British poet than the want of originality, a fault for which
no charms of diction can compensate.

The advice of Horace,

“ Vos exemplaria Graeca
Nocturna versate manu, versate diurna,”

was judicious and universally adopted by all, whose works
possessed sufficient merit to descend to posterity ; but it is,
perhaps, as difficult to adapt the intellectual habits of a
people to foreign criticism, as their political ones to a
foreign constitution; and when Pope repeated and enforced
this advice with additional strictness, he appears to have
shewn a wilful blindness to the splendid efforts of native
genius, and a want of attention to the peculiarities of our
language and national character.

The Romans were not a poetical people. We find no
traces of the footsteps of the muse (for the doggrel satire
of their clowns can scarcely be considered as such) in the
early records of the “eternal city.” No inspired bard stimu-
lated the rough warriors of the infant state to those deeds
of valour which made her mistress of the world, or gave the
names of her primitive heroes to immortality. With them
poetry was an exotic, imported among other refinements at
an advanced period of their history, from the conquered
states of Greece. The most successful of their poets were
confessedly little more than imitators, and though their
works exhibit an elaborate elegance of diction, a chastened
beauty, and at times a calm sublimity, which have secured
to them the meed of immortality, they can hold but an in-
ferior rank to their Grecian masters. If there be any path
in which they can lay claim to superior excellence, it 1s in
the bold and energetic character of their satire. Here in-
deed they have an undoubted right to the merit of original-
ity ; but in the higher regions of imagination they never
ventured far from the track of their predecessors.

Virgil has carried his success, as an imitator of Homer,
to a higher pitch than any modern can hope to attain. The
polished correctness of his style, and the harmony of his
versification, must remain unequalled, for he possessed

O Bt o - e e o2 R 5 ey ST N B imt e A A i G S e Sl R S RS S o S o s




64 Thoughts on English Poetry.

advantages which no successor, of even guperior powers,
could such be found, can possibly enjoy. Next to the
Greek, the Latin language was the most artificial in its struc-
ture, and admitted of the most elaborate euphony in its
poetic numbers. In this respect our own tongue labours
under peculiar disadvantages, and those who speak it are
probably as inferior to the Romans in susceptibility to the
more delicate refinements of style, as is their language in
admitting of them. For a people, whose very mob could
be roused into a clamour of applause by a well-turned
period in the speech of a public orator, *the mere melody
of verse might amply compensate for a deficiency of novelty
and interest in the matter. But could such harmony be

roduced from the materials which our language furnishes,
how few are there among us capable of estimating it? We
should be too apt to exclaim with honest Christopher Sly,
<« It is an excellent piece of work, madam lady,—would it
over.” .

But these inherent defects of the English language are
more than redeemed by an inexhaustibe fertility of inven-
tion, a powerful delineation of character, splendid and pic-
turesque imagery, deep pathos, and bold sublimity. Cer-
tainly no nation can boast such variety of poetic excellence.
The poetry of every people of Gothic origin possesses, in a
greater or less degree, the characteristics we have men-
tioned, and perhaps will be found to deviate farther from the
classic model, in proportion as their language is less capable
of harmonious versification ; but the British bards alone
have combined their respective beauties into a perfect
whole. They have levied contributions on the poets of
almost every country as conquerors, not servilely received
as followers.

Even at the very dawn of the art, in anage of comparative
barbarism, the works of Chaucer displayed a nervous vigour
of sentiment, a bold and characteristic colouring, a dis-
tinctness of imagery, and occasionally a touch of natural
pathos, which cause them to be still read with the highest
interest. His pictures dwell on the imagination with the
force of realities. Who can ever forget the * pleasaunt
herber,” surrounded with its crowd of moving 1mages? The
age of Elizabeth saw our poetry at its zenith, and stamped
it with a distinctive character. It is needless to dwell on

% Patris dictum sapiens, temeritas filii comprobravit.
Carbo apud Ciceronum.
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merits, which have givenrise to so much judicious criticism,
as those of the writers of this period. It may however be
adduced as a powerful argument in favour of the reigning
taste in poetry, that the public attention has of late been so
strongly attracted by the admirable productions of this
golden age of English literature.

But our poetical independence was not always to remain
undisputed. The ancient laws of criticism became more
generally studied and enforced ; and an extensive acquaint-
ance with the literature of Greece and Rome secured a
higher reputation than the most brilliant powers of imagina-
tion. This was the food of the learned, and the mob of
readers was satisfied with the vilest fustian. Shakspeare
and Spenser fell into comparative neglect: their merits
were not denied, but a greater disposition was evinced to
cavil at their faults, than to dwell on their excellencies.
Every turn of thought and ornament of style must now be
submitted to the touch-stone of antiquity, before it could
be allowed to pass as sterling.

Before this change was fully accomplished, a work was
produced, which, combining with unequalled felicity the
calm grandeur of the classical style with the bold spirit of
our native genius, appears calculated to secure universal
admiration, and must for ever remain one of the proudest
monuments of our literary glory. Numerous as are Il)\’Iilton’s
obligations both to ancient and modern authors, they are
forgotten in the abundance of his own “rich thoughts ;"
and even when his gold is borrowed, he never issues it
without the current stamp of his own mighty genius. The
daring sublimity of his design challenges the highest place
in the roll of Epic fame; and perhaps, with due allowance
for the imperfections of our poetical language, the execution
may be considered equal to the conception; yet Paradise
Lost advanced but slowly to its destined height in public
estimation. It had indeed fallen on evil times, and had to
contend, not only with political prejudices, and the jealousy
of power, but found a still more formidable obstacle in the
frivolous and corrupt taste of an age, in which the flimsy
productions of the French school formed the favourite
model of the nation. Blank verse was unfashionable, and
Milton’s high-toned sentiment and feeling were still more
so; tart lampoon, licentious comedy, and ranting tragedy,
found more favour with ““the wits of Charles’s age.”

Though this depravation of the public taste retarded for
a time, it but rendered more complete the poetical revolution
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we have mentioned. The harp of Britain was unstrung ; and
who could hesitate to prefer the bold and swelling notes of
antiquity to the creaking lyre” of France? Dryden,
though, in his dramatic works particularly, he too often
sacrificed his better judgment to the absurd taste of his
audiences, and voluntarily wrote bombast, till he appears
in some measure to have corrupted his own, had, by his
translations and erudite prefaces, prepared the learned world
for a strict adherence to the ancient rules. Pope’s elegant
poetical essay on criticism completed the work. But our
poets appear to have felt conscious that the fetters they had
voluntarily put on, would prevent their wandering with
success in “ Fancy’s maze,” and followed the steps of the
Roman bards, in the cultivation of the polished graces of
wit and diction. In the lyric strain only did they aim at, or
approach the “fire and force” of the Grecian muse. Our
obligation however to the poets of the English Augustan
age, are of no mean cast; the language of poetry was re-
fined, versification rendered more correct, and works were
produced, which we can ne’er

“ forget,

While Roman spirit charms, and Attic wit.”

Poetry had all her parts and fair proportions, but the fire
which animated her was not stolen from heaven.

The translations, in which this period was so rich, form
an invaluable addition to English literature, though the
convey but an imperfect idea of the originals. Althougi:
Pope had maintained the poetical infallibility of the bard
“ of Chios’ rocky isle,”

“ Nor is it Homer nods, but we who dream ;"

yet he frequently deemed it necessary to elevate and refine
the lowness and familiarity of his allusions, as inconsistent
with the delicacy of modern taste. In truth, he has been
somewhat too fastidious on this point; and perhaps a more
candid explanation would be, that he found it requisite to
compensate by an artificial polish, for the fire and sublimity,
which he was unable to transfuse into his elegant translation.
It must be admitted that, in some passages, he has 1im-
proved on the original ; but who does not feel the force of
Bentley’s remark : “ It is a pretty poem, Mr. Pope, but
you must not callit Homer?” We have sometimes wished
that Dryden had chosen the Grecian bard, and left Virgil
for his successor; though his translation would have been
less harmonious in 1its versification, both would perhaps




Thoughts on English Poetry. 67

have possessed more of the spirit of the originals. Cow-
per’s version came out at an unfortunate crisis, in the full
tide of Pope’s reputation, and it had not justice done it;
but is there not room for another blank verse translation of
Homer? -

The maturer judgment of Pope rendered him conscious
of his incapability of writing an original epic; but Dryden,
even in advanced life, contemplated such an undertaking,
and probably nothing but the necessity of writing for bread
prevented this great but unfortunate genius from makin
the attempt. An unsuccessful one we fear it must have
proved, yet certainly less injurious to his literary fame, than
his abortive efforts to introduce rhyming tragedy into our
language. The machinery presents, in the present age, an
insurmountable obstacle to the success of an heroic poem
on the ancient model. The mythology of Greece and Rome
has lost its hold on the imagination; and we can feel little
interest in fictitious beings, no longer forming a part of the
religious ereed of any people, and who have been for ages
invoked on every poetical emergency, from the slaughter of
a hero, to the rincing of a tea cup.* The creations of Gothic
fable are not sufficiently elevated for so dignified an office;
and the existing race of men, too sturdily philosophical to
feel, to its full extent, the marvellous in poetry, would
scarcely permit their introduction, except in a professed
fairy tale; nor would Dryden’s proposal, of patron saints
and guardian angels, be likely, in a Protestant country at
least, to meet with a more favourable reception.

* The premature fate of the “ White Lady of Avenel” will bear us
out in this assertion. We could not help feeling a little hurt at
the churlish reception which this *¢ Fairy Dame” met with ; were it
only in consideration of certain very pretty songs with which she
was condescending enough to favour us. We certainly at times felt
inclined to *‘wonder how in the name of common sense she came
there,” but would not quarrel with good company, because there
appears no very obvious reason for their presence; and particularly
that of pretty ladies, who “ can sing,” and will sing. We hope she
still lives and flourishes in some ** bosky dell,” and has not ere this
been drowned in a mill-dam, or poisoned by the smoke of a steam
engine; and that her golden zone is as broad as the ribbon which
encircles the bonnet of a modern belle; and that Phoo! it beats
““the baldric of an earl” hollow.

t Tasso’s angels might have been spared the trouble of buckling on
their radiant arms, without any serious injury to his poem. Itis un-
necessary to dwell longer on this subject. Of late, heroic poems,
with or without supernatural machinery, have not metwith a reception
very encouraging to future attempts of a similar nature. An epic
mustbealong storyl; and long stories, we think, are best told in prose.
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Had there existed no other drawback on the chances of
his success, the subjects he had in view appear sufficient
to have rendered it unattainable. Prince Edward’s deeds
are clear, well-defined historical facts, and the principal
actors “ familiar in our mouths as household things :” this
objection indeed suggested itself to him. The fabulous
story of Arthur he would have found it difficult to divest
of a host of associations, little suited to the stately charac-
ter of the epic muse. But they are associations, not the
less fraught with powerful interest, nor the less capable of
poetic embellishment. The wild fictions, and scarcely less
wild realities of the romantic ages, possess an influence
over our sympathies, of which the present race of poets
appear too little disposed to avail themselves. Scott has
not chosen the most favourable period, in his metrical ro-
mances ; and Ivanhoe more satisfactorily evinces the poeti-
cal capabilities of the history of the middle ages. It was
this species of fiction which gave a character to our early
poetry, to which it is at length returning ; and there still
yemains an inexhaustible fund of surprising incident and
splendid imagery. It is impossible to educate away our
attachment to these Gothic recollections ; but the poet who
skilfully avails himself of it, may achieve a brilliant
triumph ; and we still hope to see the “ great bards” of our
own age following the steps of those who

— —“ sung
Of tourneys and of trophies hung,

Of forests and enchantments drear,
Where more is meant than meets the ear.”

Homer found a subject in the traditions of his country ;
and his poetry, like that of every writer whose imagination
has been unfettered by scholastic rules, was adapted to
the tastes and feelings of those to whom 1t was addressed.
The Greeks were distinguished, above every other people, by
an intuitive and delicate perception of beauty and correct-
ness in works of art. They were more conversant with the
physical than the moral world,—their susceptibilities were
rather quick than profound,—they loved to approve and ad-
mire, more than to feel : and to them the joy of grief was
not a luxury of the highest order. Their tragedies, it is
true, exhibit situations, capable of exciting, in a powerful
deoree, emotions of pity and terror; but the rigour of their

B :
dramatic rules, and consequent nakedness of their plots,

almost destroy the interest: we anticipate the catastrophe
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too long and impatiently to feel its full force when it

-arrives. But tragedy does not appear to have beena gene-
ral favourite with the polished Athenians ; and they seem to
have listened with more delight to the burlesque imitations
of their comic writers than to the sublime originals.

In this national character may we not trace the origin of
those excellencies which distinguish their poetry? It
offers an explanation of that correctness of style and regu-
larity of plan in the works of Homer, apparently so little
compatible with the early period at which they were pro-
duced. He may be considered to represent the poetical
character of Greece, as Shakspeare that of Britain: his
sublimity is lofty and sustained; at times bold and impe-
tuous, and illuminated with a celestial radiance: that of
Shakspeare is abrupt, wild, and terrific; he involves it in
““ thick night, and palls it in the dunnest smoke of Hell.”
The Iliad rolls along like a mightyv river,—

‘ Strong without rage, without o’erflowing full.”

Shakspeare’s course 1s as a mountain stream, now dashing
frightfully over rocks and precipices now, creeping along
i turbid obscurity, and then murmuring over its pebbly
bed, delighted with its own music, or lingering to snatch
balmy kisses from the flowers, which, like the self-enamour-
ed Beeotian boy, hang their drooping heads over the waters
which reflect their beauties. Homer converses only with
external nature, but there nothing escapes him. Shakspeare
penetrates ‘“ into the windings of the human heart;” we
seldom know whether his heroes were tall or bulky, or
broad shouldered ; but their inmost thoughts are familiar
to us as the features of a friend. Homer personifies the
elements of nature; but Shakspeare breathes into them a

reasoning soul,—

‘ Finds tongues in trees, books in the running brook,
Sermons in stones.”

He makes his aged and heart-stricken monarch expostulate
with the winds and lightnings, as with voluntary agents
combined against a head, ““ so old and white as” his. His
ambitious Thane trembles  lest the very stones prate of
his whereabout,” and invokes the darkness, “ that his
keen knife see not the wound it makes, nor heaven peep
through the blanket* of the night.”

* Would it had been a curtain!—Itis to be lamented that the
learned commentators on Shakspeare have not contrived to persuade
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The character of English poetry is suited to our Gothic
fondness for strong excitement; for we can better pardon
an approach to the ridiculous, than a deficiency -of interest.
It would find abundance of congenial materials in the
history of an age, in which human nature exhibited the ex-
tremes of virtue and depravity. When men not only defied,
but courted danger,~—when peril was sport, and instruments
of death were playthings,—when power was right, and her
will was law,—when hospitality was a sacred duty, honour
a religious feeling, and love grew into idolatry. The feel-
ings of chivalry are hallowed in our souls; they were the
feelings of our fathers, and we dwell upon them with an
enthusiasm which proves us the very children of their
blood. We “ own a kindred spirit,” which delights to
escape from the Procrustean bed of modern refinement, to
share in imagination their perilous adventures, and “ hair-
breadth scapes.”

Compared with these, our classical associations, early
and assiduously as they have been impressed, are cold and
manimate,

‘“ Play round the head, but come not near the heart.”

The spirit of chivalry is not dead, but sleepeth ; and a breath
may wake its stirring influence within us. Its visible signs
are every where around us. The bosoms it once fired are
mouldering in the vaults, and their rude effigies slumber in
marble beneath the Gothic arches of the ancient temples of
our religion. We tread the very pavement which has been
worn by their iron footsteps. The memorials of their
knightly fame still hang in the halls, which once echoed
to the sound of their antique revelry, calling on their
descendants to emulate their heroic deeds,—and they have
not called in vain! We still behold, with a throb of national

us that this is an error of some blundering transeriber. The asso-
ciation between a blanket and a bed-curtain is obvious enough, and
some luckless wight, whose nerves had been somewhat shaken by a
curtain lecture, might have been guilty of such a confusion of ideas.
These ingenious gentlemen have cut, if they have not untied, more
intricate knots than this. We cannot think the circumstance of
the greatest of British poets being a dramatic writer, merely
accidental. Our poetry is essentially dramatic, and something
whispers - us, that again her proudest triumph will be on the
stage.

To the latter part of the sentiment of our valued correspondent,
at the least, we cannot subscribe. Ourexpectations, and our wishes
alike point us to a very different theatre for the exhibition of the
‘triumphs of the muse.—EDb17. _
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exultation, the trophies of Cressy and Poictiers, of Ascalon
and the doubly renowned D’Acre ; the battered shield, and
the crescent-bearing standard, torn from its paynim mas-
ter’s grasp by the gauntletted hand of some stout croisader.
We see, nay grasp the very weapons with which they did
their  deeds of high emprize,” till the excited fancy warms
into creation, and peoples the empty air with

“ Throngs of knights, and barons bold,”
And store of ladies, whose bright eyes
Rain influence, and judge the prize

Of wit or arms.”

We have heard  the lances’ shivering crash,”—have seen
the charging steeds—have beheld them rolling with their
fallen masters in the dust. Can pictures thus vividly im-
pressed have been but waking day-dreams?

But it is not only memorials of strife and bloodshed we
have received from the rude warriors of the olden time ; they
have bequeathed us far more valuable legacies in the cour-
tesies which soften the asperities of war, and find in a de-
fenceless foe, a friend ;—in the feeling which casts around
the weakness of woman a charm, that exacts not protection
merely, but devotion. The very liberties which form our
proudest boast, were purchased by their valour. All that is
venerable In our iInstitutions, or elevated in our national
character, we derive from them. Such feelings it is the
province of poetry to foster and perpetuate : receiving more
splendour than she imparts, her vivifying influence breathes
upon them,

¢ Like the sweet south upon a bank of violets
Stealing and giving odours.”

Romance has reaped glorious laurels in our day ; Conings-
burgh and Ashby are become classic ground :* but she

* We remember that some of our friends ‘“ frae the north countree,”
were not disposed to view with much complacency the foray of their
great genius into the confines of English romanece, nor properly to
estimate the rich spoils he collected. The feeling is sufficiently
explicable, but we could not sympathize with them; and were his
long array of inestimable volumes to be destroyed one by one, like
the Sibyl’s, we wounld urge the ““ Author of Waverly” most tenaciously
to cling to Ivanhoe, as best calculated of any single work to secure
his immortality.—The Tweed, perhaps, saw him * wing his southward
flight,” in a state something like Garrick’s face, divided between
comedy and tragedy,

“ And ruflled half his waves to form a tear.”
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ought to be “wedded to immortal verse;” and the greatest
of our bards mlght here find a nobler exercise of his high

owers, and associations far more interesting to his readers
than in the “ wild tales,” and luxuriant scenery of “ the

children of the sun.” 2

ORIGINAL LETTERS
FROM PERSONS EMINENT FOR LEARNING OR PIETY.

(Copied from a Collection of Autographs, in the possession of the Rey. Thomas
Raffles, LL.D. of Liverpool.)

VIII. FROM WILLIAM PENN TO RALPH FRETWELL.

DPr: R: FRETWELL

I cax truly Say y* my inward dear & fervent love in
y® lasting & precious truth, affectionately ’Salutes thee
and y* farnely yt God hath called, redeemed & blessed
in y"™ Island; to whom my Soul wisheth y® enncrease of
grace, mercy & peace, in christ Jesus our heavenly head;
whom, all holding, our eye is single & clear, & our
body full of marvellous light ; blessed be his power. Dr:
Ralph, I have wonder’'d much \‘ no account is come to my
hand by any, in answear to myn, adviseing y* no measures
be finally ‘pitcht by ye Fd* to Susqhanagh, till Some
body be deputed, deliberately to see & understand things
in thes parts, y* your bottom may be good fixt & an-
swearing your care & charge. I only add y* the Skulkill,
called by y® Dutch, but of y* Indians Manainnek, running
by y® western bancks of Philadel phia; bateing one fall, not
three foot high, is boatable wt® ﬁats 200 miles, then there
are 5 branches, or fountains feeding 5 branches, one of we®
is alike boatable a days Journy, whele unlaiding, in a days
time a wagon (for y© glound 1s pretty even) may goe to ano-
ther river, almost as big as y¢ Skulkill, which is boatable
to y° Susqhanagh in one day thus speaks Jacob Young,
lately w™ me, & several Indians But this I can say of
my own Knowledore y* for 50 miles up Skulkill falls, gene-
rally, one acre is w orth two on delaw are, & often more.
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This much as to outward things. the affaires of truth are
well among us, the Lord’s power, very signal w* his peo-
ple, we 1s y°® Crown of all, our improvem® every way
& y¢ prospect of things I referr to y® bearer T. Gosling
whom I love as a discreet & true man. we* wth y¢ en-
deared Salutations of love unfeined, ends this from
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For my esteemd
Friend Ralph
Freetwell, Mert
Barbados.

IX. FROM THE REV. JOHN BERRIDGE TO MR. WOODGATE.

[The Rev. John Berridge, a few of whose letters we are
enabled to lay before our readers, was born at Kingston, in
Northamptonshire, March 1st, 1716. His father, who was
a wealthy farmer and grazier, designed him for business;
but his mind was early directed to the ministry. - To this
his parents were for a while decidedly opposed, but finding
his predilection for study would totally unfit him for
business, they at length yielded to his wishes ; and after
previous preparation he was entered of Clare Hall, Cam-
bridge, Oct. 28, 1734, in the 19th year of his age. Here he
pursued his studies with great avidity, and in 1749 accepted
the curacy of Stapleford, near Cambridge. In the vear
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1755 he was admitted to the vicarage of Everton in Bedford-
shire, where he continued to reside to the end of his life.
He was a man of ardent piety, exemplary diligence, unaf-
fected humility, and extraordinary benevolence ; and ap-
pears very much to have resembled the celebrated Bernard
Gilpin in his primitive hospitality. His purse was always
at the service of the needy : his tables were served with a
cold collation for his numerous hearers who came {rom far
on Sabbath day, and his field and stable were open for their
horses. Housesand barns were rented, lay preachers main-
tained, and his own travelling expenses defrayed, by him-
self. The income of his vicarzige, his fellowship, and of his
patrimonial fortune, were appropriated to support his libe-
rality, and even his family plate was converted into clothes
for his itinerant preachers. He was well acquainted with
the Rev. Messrs. Whitefield and Wesley, and was for
many years a regular supply at the Tabernacle, London.
He was very laborious both in his own parish and itinerat-
ing labours, chiefly in the counties of Bedford, Cambridge,
Essex, Hertford, and Huntingdon. When abroad he would
preach uponanaverage ten or twelve times a week, and ride
100 miles. He was a man of considerable eccentricity and
ingenuity, as these letters will shew, but of unblemished
reputation : he died January 22d, 1793, in the 77th year of
his age : he published The Christian World Unmasked, and
a volume of Hymns, called Sion’s Songs.]

Everton. Apr. 20. 1773.

DEAR SIR

Thro a Croud of Visitors, a weak Body, and weaker
Spirits, I had neither Leisure nor Inclination to write in
London: but being now returned into the Country, I must
take up my Pen, else you may think me defective in bro-
therly I1)3»espect. From the little Conversation I had with
You, I found my Heart united unto You, and feel a Bro-
ther’s Kindness for You. Gowns, Bands, and academieal
Bearning weigh but little with Me: what I look for in a
Preacher, is the Spirit’s Baptism, and a spiritual Ordina-
tion. Where these are found, I care not whether the
Preacher comes in a Leather Jacket or a Cassock. If he
brings a Christ in his Heart, he will warm his Audience,
and prove his divine Commission. But Sir, I find it no easy
Matter to walk with Christ, and keep up close Communion
with Him; and a sad Work it is to mount a Pulpit without
a Sense of Jesu’s Presence. Tt is'not mere Thinking upon
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a Subject, that Will make a good christian Orator. If we
would pray & preach wellin a Pulpit, we must pray much
out of it. The Closest Walkers prove the closest™ & the
warmest Preachers. A Man may have much to say, but
will speak to little Purpose, unless Christ is with him :
and we must not think that Jesus Christ will follow us into
a Pulpit, unless we follow him out of it, and follow with a
Gospel broken Heart. I always ask the dear Redeemer’s
Presence, when I stand up to preach, but often preach
without it, because I did not seek it heartily before 1 came
to preach..... You are placed much alone,and have but little
Help from your Brethren; but this need not grieve you.
When Help is truly wanted, Jesus Christ will surely send
it: How can he well do otherwise? And when he sends
no Help, whatever we may think, it is not wanted. Let
this reconcile you to your Situation; and be assured, tho
alone, with the Presence of your Master, you will find Hel
enough. We are often contriving Help for the Master,
when we should be only praying to Him for his Help.....

Give my hearty Love to all among you that seek & fol-
low Jesus Christ: Grace & Peace be multiply’d upon you
all. The Lord be with your Spirit, and with the Spirit of
your affectionate Brother & Fellow Servant

Irtkr Berrzage .

Mr.- Woodgate
Near the Market
Chatham
KENT

X. FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME.
Tabernacle
Mar. 10. 1774.

Irec? your very kind Letter, and remember the Promise
I made; but alas, I am no more able to fulfill my Promise
to You, than my Obligations to God. I am a Cripple in
Body, a Cripple in Soul; and since I came to _London, am
grown more crippled still, by Reason of a violent Cold,
which has stiffend my Limbs & frozen my Faculties.. My
Tenement is old & crazy; and its walls bulge out pretty
much, as you know ; and a small Tempest makes my House
shake & totter. Besides, I leave London the 29t of this
Month, which is not far off, and the Trustees would scarce

DEAR SIR
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be willing now to have me absent on a Sabbath, if my
Health would permit. Go on, dear Sir, and work diligently
in the Vineyard, while it is day ; the Night is coming, when
none can work. Health in Body is the next Blessing to an
healthy Soul ; consecrate both to the Lord, from whom you
receive both. You labour for -a good Master, and your
Labours will soon be over: they are sweetened here with
kind Refreshments, and with eternal Rest hereafter. Yes-
terday the Lord called Home a dear Gospel Minister, the
revd Mr Talbot of Reading, and he will fetch all his Labour-
ers Home by & by. Be watchful & press forwards : Jesus
has got your Crown in his Hand, and will shortly place it
on your Head; and in the mean Time, he cries out, be
faithful, Richard, unto Death. Present my kind Love to
your Society ; the Lord water them abundantly with Bless-
mngs. Grace & Peace be with Yourself, & with your Con-
sort, and with your much affectionate Servant in the best of
Bonds,
To JouN BERRIDGE.

Mr. Richd. Woodgate
near the great Meeting
House, at y
CHATHAM

XI. FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME.
Everton, Apr. 21: 1775.

DEAR SIR ; %= .
Thro a Multitude of Visiters, and a scanty Pittance of

animal Spirits, I have neither Leisure nor Strength to write
Letters in London, and therefore at my Return to Everton,
I send an annual Letter to many Friends, as a small Token
of my unfeigned Respect for them. Here below we are
often meeting and parting, but above we shall meet to part
no more. And, Oh, what a Meeting! when this noisy
World and the roaring Lyon will be far removed, and the
Body of Sin be wholly broken down ; when the Soul will be
all Peace, all Love, all Joy, and become all Eye to gaze on
Jesus, and from his Sweetness & his Fulness drink eternal
Pleasure in. No fretful Look, nor envious Eye, nor jarring
Note is there ; for every Vessel is quite full, and every Harp
is well in Tune, and every string rebounds with purest
Thankfulness. But we must remember, Brother, that daily
Tribulation comes before this blessed Meeting : bitter
Herbs & bitter Draughts are needful Food or Physick for a
sickly Stomach. And such is our Condition in the present
State, that all Kinds of Weather prove pernicious. Sun-
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shine produces Vermin, Calms occasion Sleepiness, and
Tempests breed Tumors. So, we make daily Work for the
Physician, & stand in Need of all his Drugs and Surgery,
of sweating, bleeding, cupping, puking, purging, and all
little enough to cleanse the Blood & Stomach, so apt we are
to breed ill Humors. One Gallipot or more is sent me in
each Day, and tho I have been taking Physick largly many
Years, I am ready yet to sicken when I take a Bolus. El-
derly Christians are apt to grow lazy and wise &
foolish, and thus we bring many Stripes on our Back.
More secret Prayer & Watchfulness would prevent a Deal
of Physick. Salute your Spouse in my Name, and present
my hearty Salutations to the Church of Xt around you.
Grace & Peace be with you all, and with your affectionate
Servant

To Jou~x BERRIDGE.
Mr. Richd- Woodgate,
a Preacher at
by London CHATHAM

XII. FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME.

Everton. Sepr 16. 1775.
DEAR SIR,

I rec® your Letter of the 7t*, which requires a deliberate
Answer, not an hasty one; and a more judicious Head,
than Iam possessed of. The Scripture commands us to abide
in that Vocation wherein we are called; and I have not
known many succeed, who have left their Calling, and
taken Ordination, either among the Clergy or Dissenters,
yet some have succeeded, and therefore I dare not make a
general Rule universal. The unanimous Call of M* Hugh’s
Congregation, and the late Abridgment of your Privileges
in the Dock-yard, together with the raising up of a young
Man to supply your evangelical Place, seem ta point out
your Way to Mr Hugh’s Congregation. I dare not say
more, than seem to point out. Make the Matter clear to
vourself by Prayer & Waiting, & the Lord direct your
Path. However, I should think it advisable, not to quit the
Dock-yard, till you are really ordained, and set down in the
Congregation. = Kind Respects to M™ Woodgate, & to all
xtian Friends. Grace & Peace & the Spirit’s Guidance be
with You, & with your affectionate Servant

Jou~N BERRIDGE.
To
Mr- Richd: Woodgate, a

Preacher,
at CllATHAN
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XIIl. FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME.

' Everton. Apr. 14: 1776.
DEAR BROTHER

At my Return to Everton, I usually send an anniversary
Letter to some Friends in London; but the sitting down to
write, brings such Disorder into my Stomach, and such
Numbness into my Arm, that T am glad when that Labour
of Love is over. A little Matter wearies me now, and
weakness steals upon Me imperceptibly ; which makes me
feel the Need of a stronger Staff, I mean, a stronger Hold
on Christ Jesus. Sometimes I am grieved that I cannot
labour as I have done; but when I consider, it is God, who
shortens our Strength in our Journey, and requires no more
Strength than he gives, that Grief dieth away, and a small
Breeze of Gratitude springs up in my Heart, that I am not
wholly laid aside. Oh, dear Sir, we are engaged in a glo-
rious yet arduous Work : the Lord make us faithful, that no
Blood may be laid to our Charge. But what can make us
sufficient for the Work, except All-sufficient Grace? And
for this Grace let us daily and fervently pray. Much
Thought on a Sermon beforehand, may make it pleasing,
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