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T othe Reader,

Jeurtesns Reader -

Hofoever thou are that lo-
veft and rejoyeeft in the
fublimity , and fimplicity

of truths T have here prefented thee

vitha Manuall, entituled, the Ger-
wap Divinitie 5 a Booke firft wric-
en bya cerrain godly Prieft, of the
drder of the Lords of T, entoiici,

u high Durcl . abouc two hundred

nd fifty yeeres fince, and afrer-

vard , for the incomparable value
$43 there of




Te the Reader.

thereof it was tranflated out of the
Dutch into the Latine tongue s by
Iohn Theophslus , and prin ired 4
Amme;}/e 15585 in which tongue 1t
didlyea long Im{bn veiled an ch b-

feured, f10mt‘lcqcofthe1111tcmte\:
and unexpert in' the fame : untill,

fome yecrs fince | thr ough the c*cn
fires and indufttics of fome (\‘ our
owne Couutrimen , lovers of the
Truth 5 icwas againe tranflated,
and made to ﬁ\ul\c o theeintchine
owne Diale@ and Lan%me. But
the time of its Nativity bemo un-
der the late , wile, and ws: ary Hl(’-
rarchie, who ha dm'mopolu (d,md
engrof] ffed the diftoy very of others
mto theirown hands | keeping the
}cogx, wifely , at d diftance and
dealing out to ‘them , whae, and fo
mucho aly, for quantity and quali-
ty . as fccmcd beft to their grave
Wlf




To the Reader.

) mﬁmmcs and difcretions; left they
) fhould grow as wiley 1t notisvifer
¢ than their fca.cua.»-, and {o the
' rude vulgar fhould become as one
> of us: it walked up and downe this
City in Manuf{czipts at deer rates,
from hand , to hond of fome wel-
willers to truch, in clandeftine, and
private manner 5 like Vﬁ/kf in his
Axke , or the little Childe fied and
hid from Herod : never daring to
crowde into the Preffe | fearing the
ruffe ufage of thofe then in authori-;
ty s whofemaxime it was, Thatthe
]’;hﬂs ips ﬂvz ld /,c’[mt know-
ledge , th ouu.x m ifmcc tood , or
ﬂpo‘\cU at leaft : forgetting this:
Priefttobe the high Prieft Jesus
C urist after the order of Mel-
thifedek. But now it hath ebtined
fuch anfpicio: s favour, asto appear
wihout blufh in the n 10& publi
T 4 vays




Tothé Reader.
way;it being ufhered intothe world
under the fafe conduct of an Impri-
matnr, aworthy work of piety and
charity, the firft to thetrach it felf)
that it might not be buried in fi-
lence through-unkawone tongues,
the other to ourown Countrimen,
that they might not beburiedin 1g-
norance; and that thefamous lights
or lamps kindled in other Regi-
ons, might not be rendred ufeleffe,
or unprofitable tothe meaneftin li-
terature.

The Authour, Tranflators, and
Licencer have done their parts,
what remayneth now ¢ bat thine to
be performed, which is, deliberate-
ly to reade, ferioufly to weigh, fpi-
ritually to difcern, and pioufly ro
ufeand reduce into practice and life,
whar thou fhak finde worthy here-
in: provingall things, and holdifnf%

a




Tothe Reader.

faft that which is good.

The Tranflatour Iohn Theophi-
Jus, in his Preface hereunto affixed,
hath faved me the labour of infor-
ming thee, touching the Authour,
nature, matter, mechod , and fryle
thereof,and in the Table annexed,
and {ubjoyned in. the end hereof
wil direct thee to the {everal Chap-
ters, and their pages, withtheir di-
ftin& Cowtents.

There is nothing lefc behinde
for mee to doe, neyther to i,
or thee; but only to invite thee
to tafte and fce how {weet , how
full of life and marrow this {mall
TraGace is: it 1s as the exrradt or
quinteflence  of other more thick
and darkly compofed Trearifes of
Theology ;5 being much in lictle:
thou fhalt finde{ome kernels here-
in with their fhell ready broken to

thine




thine hand ;, fome Riddles in their
plain fence unridled 5 fome wmyfte-
ries of Hiftories revealed: fo , that
inmany things the \Luptuxc Para-
bles are {0 explaned, that thou fhale
{ay, through the ! 1311[ of the truch
herein: now know wee thae thoa
fpeakeft pLuﬂ and not in parables;
myfteries | de nfrom formerages,
being now in meafure more
brought to light. The Authours
‘mindein the Zatine dreffe was cle-
gantly, fignifican:ly and -per{picu-
ol ﬂyc plencd i mvbc the Eng-

l,jbt yle will not be o raking; yet xf

marceer rather than words,be it thou
{eekeft , here thou haft it accordine
to thebeft fufficiencie of the Tranf-
lavour, as I fuppofes though heebe
to mmlro<‘0 her unkn own.

Infine , it may wellbecalled the
German Divinity , the childeis like
the

To the Reader. :
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Tothe Reader.

the father, it fheweth it felfe oneof
that lmpcm 1l Race, which beareth
the Spread Eagle for its devile. For
as the Eagle m fught is higheft,
fwifteft, in fight cleereft, in nuht
ftrongeft ; fo this T uLtuLC {oarech
alof: b xldcnh onhigh, even above
the ﬁdlr)/ Heavens , bedring her
Chickins the children of Truth,
upon wing to the face of the Sun,
fpeedeth unro the firtheft end of
truch, piereethinto cheinwards and
bowels thereof,& over powrech the
mind with her « Cl'if_‘;‘,c;.lzlﬁ'l away
deceitfull v:miry Were «’s worth
butknowse , there wo Id neyther
want hand or Licart togive it en cr«
tainment: wha more fhell 1y ¢
but asthe'Apofile in another ufc
Ufe hofp.1 ality /n thi reby yme bhave
entertasied Ancels. {0t fc'houh\)-
fpitality to chiis German Rranger,
who




Tothe Reader.

who knows but that, although hee
commieth to thee in theevening and
twilight of thy underftanding , {o
thar ar,ana {ometime after it’s ﬁlﬂ:
approach’tsappeare to thee as the
f{wc? did, bur meane and in mans
garbe, \cmt the Sun-rife beforeit
depa 1r from rhcc thou mayft fce
the pxu and 'WCH of Gods
Truthiin 1c: dnd if the Father of
Lighrs and Spirits {hall lead thee
profirably intoand through chis, it
fh li bCuHCnJilgCU‘Cllt tohim , to
fxc (ent thee with fome other ofthe
i

ke nature ; who isa loverof thee

and che truch in the truch,

Gile Randall.
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The PREFACE of
John Theophilus, who

tranflated it ot of high Dutch
into Latine,

Fe2o® 1is licle Book hath fo
&5 e auch delighted me, that
%,,j 2 I'thouchr ficeo rranflace
S it into Latine, The fiyie
is {horcand picny, ; which we may
compare to a green grove, alchough
little, yet {o planied, that chereinis
no plain tree,or any othet, fet onely
for pleature and nor for fruit , but is
cvery where full of fruit-beariug
ftocks: Even fothislictle book doch
not delightthie R eader withany elo-
quence of phrafe , with o pa:nting
inricenients, or(as it were) flow ers
of {peech, batic doth deliver mecre
precepes, and thofe moft profirable
tothe inftruétion of a Chriftian: In-
“deed in regird of the fhortnefleitis

A 2 {fome-




The Preface of v

fomewhat ob{cure , and often tobe

read over, and thatwith diligence.
Alfo1 add furcher,thatif anyman
be defirousto.read thisBook-to the
end.only to increafe hisknowledgg)
and not to doe thethings contained
in it, he reads it in vain, forhe that
intends.to become a skilfall hus
bandman, * it put his hand to the
plow.As concerning my tranflation
underftanid,that I have neitheraded
not derradted ‘any thing from the
Author, and Icould no moieayoid
ob/curity in tranflating 2 book com4
piled wich much affected breviy,
thenthe Auchor him{elf in wiiting
of ic, yer T counfellthe Reader that
he wonld often and atrentively read
it, which may ferve hiinin {tead-of]
a Cominent , 1 have 1ifed fome
words initas chele, E goit;l,Selfm":;
dei zed &c. neceflivy eompelling g
- ~ there-




Fohn Theophilus,
thereunto, becaufe the Authour y-
feth thac manner of {peeeh, wherc-
inIought to be thought no more
[blameable than Trdley, who doubt-
.ed not to bebold in ufing the words
Appiety and lentality afNrizcr may
;make bold when neceflity requireth
(tocommand words,and not to learn
them. el T

The inicription of this Book is
 Theologia Germanica , the Authour,
isnot named, only I findeit wrirten
in a certaine lictle Preface to the
 Book, that he was one ofithofe who
care called Dun Teuntonicr, or, Ducch
. Laas , the French call them che
 Knights of the ZAodes, and he was
- aPrielt and Governourofthe houfe
of -Teptonic , “or high Ducch at
 Frankfort,
The argument is of the new man,
_ orthe new creature, for he fhewech
) A 3 the




_The Preface-of
the manner how a man may be re-
ftored , and recurne to God from
whom hee is falne, which indeed is
true and right Divinity : And the
Aanncr is this 3 Since that man is
falne by following his own will, it
is necefiary thar he be willingto be
reftored ( for medicines are to be
contrary to their difeafes™ that hee
be deprived ofhis own wil and fol-
. Yow the will of God, & no nian can
ferve two Mafters: Bue as a man
may very well putout his own eyes
or kill himfelfe | yec cannot reftore
himfelf'to fight or life again s even
fomanisin Adam proncto deftroy
himfelfand all his pofterity by fol-
lowing his owne will : But neyther
he nor any who is guilty, and over-
thrown by his fin” can poffibly fave
himfelf,or repair the breach: Tt was
neceflary again fof the faving of the
world,




Fohn Theophilus.

world, that one fhould arife& exift,
who was holy ; harmlefle, undefi=
led, feperate from finriers to deliver
others from fin , and teachithe way
of life,and this was Jefus Chriftthe

- Son of theliving God, to whom all
- power is given both in heavenand

carth , who doth not only teach’

-~ man the way to falvation, butal{o
giveth them power. by faith to°

S—

walke in it.

I would not hereby have you un--
derftand adead faich , for thatisno
more faichthan a dead man isaman
but a working &a living faith, fuch
aone as Saint Perer defcribethtoge-
ther with the works & effects there-
of, faying, Add toyour faith vertue,
and to your vertue knowledge and to
your knowledge temperance , aud to
temperance patience , and to &}mtience
godline(fe, and 1o godline(ebrotherly

Roa kind-




e Prefkce'of

kivdwelle, ardto brotherly kindelfe

eharity. Forif thife things remayne
andabound in you | they will make Yo%
2hatyou [hall ueyther bé' barven noy wh-
Fruirfull in the knswledge of our Lovd
‘yef #5 But he that lacketl the ethings
#blind and cannot fee afaroff, and
bath forgoiten thal hee was purged
from b old [ins: whérefore they :hey
brechren', give all duligence 1o make
yowr calling apd clection fure | for if
the[€ things beinyou, you fhall Aever
farl. : : :

Saint Perer fpeaks of a true and
livelyfaith , which doth not only’
procure unto man the ﬁ)rgivéncﬂ{
of his fins by the’ merit of Chrift,
but alfo effeéiech char as before hiee
ytelded his members as weapons of:
unrighteoufiiefle unco fin , {0 here-
after hee may give them'ds infbrs
ments of righteoufnel¢ to do welk

And




#obn Theophilus,

i Andbecanfe S. Perer in chis place

idoth deftribe a cerraiii ladder to fil=

wation, I purpoftto make it plaine,

'whercby wee may more evidentl

iperceive by which fteps wemay ag-

'cend tothe top thereof Jeft thatany

| fian fhould be content to ftandon=

/Iy upon thefirft frep,and yet thinke

 hee had atrained to falvarion, from

 which hee is diftant many degrees,

| Fherefore (accordingto S. Perer)

' § faithbringeth forth vertae,, thae

is, ftrength and ability to performe

thofe things which thou believeft -

are to be done as fo taught from

God. Asforexample, Chriftcom=

- fiands us to loveotr eiemies , and

t todo good to them whicti doe evill

! to'us: Now thereare fome who be,
Tieve that chis cannot bt doneagain,
they hate their enetnies & dothem
all themifchier: others believethat

; IS




. The Preface of

it is tobe done by the affiftance of
God,and therefore do good to theif
enemies : Confiderall fects & kinds
of men ,_you fhall finde that thofe
whe believe it is poffible tobe done;
doe alt rhe fame , and ‘that Chiift
who bath given them poweriobe.
lieve, hach givenchem poweralfo
to performe his Commuandements,
for it is not faid in vaine that all
things are poffible to him that be-
lieveth : and thisI fay generaily of

- allother precepts of Chrift, A5 theu

belevest(faych Chrift ) [0 best unto
#hee s this is generally to betaken,
look how much fiith any one hath
and fo much ftrength of vertue hee
hath alfo.

2 And vertue begetteth know-
ledge, for trie know ledge confifts
in experience which commeth to
Pafle when a man is made able to

; pes-




Fohn Theophilus.
performe fome ching, doth eerrdin-

-,

' 1y know thacthar which before liee

| (fid believe hee did not cerwiuly

know might have been performed-:
Example hereof wee have in Calch

| and Fofbua, and the reft of the 7/
t yaelites who did overcome the Ca-:
| panites , for thenthey did certainly
i know that thofe might be overcome;

asthey hadbefore believed,but the
reft of the If7 aclstes who did notbe-
lieve that chis could be done, . could
not do it. And again, they knew it
not,{oat that day {uch asdo notbe-
lieve that fuch is the power of

i Chrift as that hee is able to beat
t down the power of the Serpent un-

der the feer of the faichfull, thofe

* menare not able o refift {in, there-

fore they know not how it maybe
done , and therefore denyit, but
thofe who believe can doic by faich,

and




ace of

and: know certainly char it may b8
done,andagain affirme irto be true,
3" Knowledge bringeth forch’
temperance , for a man confirmed’
with this knowledge,goeth forward
to the mirk , hoping for che fame’
fuecelle in the reft : and therefore:
wich-holdhimfelf from bodily lufts
and pleafures which fight againft’
the foul, leftbeing hindred by them
heebedeprived of his Crowne of
victory. “Now a5’ the Caldeansdid
Veéx and perfecute Ferufulem, when
it rebelled againft them, having be-’
ving before of its ownaccord ferved
andobeyed them. Tn like manner it
falleth out in all rebellions of Sub.- ,
jects 5 for the 1ufts and pleafures’
whichbefore we voluntarily ferved:
whenWee rebell againft them by

temperance, dovex usin rencwing '

thieir defires, andbreedus griefeas
Los much




Fohn Fheophilus.

much as:before (they did -delight;
4 which that we may bear manfuls
ly , weeftandin need of patiences
And becaufe weeknow that this
srouble which wee muit undergo.in
refifting thefe wicked lufts andaffe-
&ions in beating of injuries dothfar
exceed our ftrength, tetus carneftly
¢all upon God with Dawid,tbat hee
would reach and fugnifh oyr hands
inthebartail , and rhat hee would
giveus ftrength forthe victory;with
which invocation and truft in hio
istrue godlicefle. '
6 FPurthermore having obtained
bercfirs of Gad by, this devotion
weedo love him again for thefe bes
pefirs ; and wee defireto give hum
thanks+. Fof even by nature itis ot
daned: that thou candl gt bur love
bin:, who our.of hislove hath doae
theegood, butbecaule we i give

im




The Preface of : |
him nothing (forhee needs not onp
goods) feeing all things arc his, weé §
tiurii our love tpon them whom hee
Joves and commendeth unto us,that
is to fay upon godly men,and out of
- b

love we do them good.

7 And becaufe this love which |
webeare to Godand 6us brethten: i

bl

“ in regard of Gods benefics beftowa |
& cd upon us is imperfeét . ‘as being }i
; joyned with the ove of our {elves; 1
% thatis,ourown profir, it never ceds ||
' feth to increaie unrl it artain co per- |
fection. For we fee naru ally come

to pafle in plants and living crea- |y

(&  tures:and all thingsthat they never {i
- Ceale growing unrll they come of |
ripe age, {o it comes to paflethat |
wee proceed fo far as to love God, |
£ notbecaufe heis good to us,burbes |
8l Caufe heisgood | even as by nature |
welovethole thingswhichbebestz |,

cifull




Fobn T, lyeopi}z’lm.

vifull for very names fike , though
n6 profit. redouud to us: Now che
Seauty of God is gooducfleic {elf,
befides which noneoughtto be lo-
wed eyther forreward or fear of pu-
nifhment , Thisisit whic S. :Fohn
alls perfec love , ‘the perfection
iwhereof all che eleét of God ftrive
2o obrain as the chief'end , forthere
is nothing more perfect & of more
antiquity the'the love of God,yea
God himielf s love: Whofoever
shath obrained thislove ; is deprived
tof all Egoity, (that I may ufe the
«words of our Authour) and doth
alove God only as he is good , and
fall things befides,, which God lo-
qveth-hunfelf , chat is, all chings
| which arc any where, fin excepred,
. forthere is nothing which Godlo-
« veth not, {in excepred.
.« This lictle Book prouounceth to
| us




The Preface,-

us thedove of God, and doth seach
us the wdy Lo attain the fame, Blef:
fed is . bec who valiantly frivethg
obtaine this price, and dothcond
ftantly run this Race , for if death
do meet with him: w hilft he.is run;

ning ic ,. hee fhall .dic;a Souldier, of
Chrift,and fo fhall hee be acknowd
ledg ed of thlm before, bis Yacher;
Evenasinthe Law, 4 maid thet wal
beirothedto aman, was efteemed an

called hus mife , ﬂ[ hough. &5 yet tht]
Wi e i} comctogetber, Deut.22. 28)

29+
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" Theologica Germanica,
A Little Golden Boc k,
' Shewing briefly ; how to put

off the Old Man, and o

put on the New.

Cuap, 1,
Vhat & perfect, and whas i imper-
feit.

TPy Aint Paur fiith, when that
which is per fofF 5 come, then that
whick 15 1 perfelt and inpart (ball
be abolifled - Now obferve what

15't0-be perfe@®  ond whar td Be in
arts Perledschar tf.:mg which in it feif,
: and




2 What i pexfelt, and

and in that wtichitis comprchcndcth and
contameth all'things: :md wanting which,
and without whxch nothing truly is,, and
wherein all thmgs have that thing whxch
theyare; for itisthe being of all thm
antd’is uncl hangeable and anovcablcm 1t
{elfe, and yet dothehange and. moye all'o-
therthings. :
But thatis imperfetand inpare, which
hath its beidg and cxiftence from that
which is crfcct evenas: cleerneffe and
brwhtne(ffcJ prccccdc from the, Sunne , of
from the] ight, and feemeth to be fomthmg
which is cachd thisot that , and is named
a creature , and nene-of thefe imperfect
things is t}nt wh 1ch is, perfet , neitheris
that perf? ¢t thing any of thofe which ate
impetfedts meerfec} things may be_coty-
prehended, known and exprefled, but thiat
which is perfo&k is incomprehenfible:, un
known qndmutcr sble | of 1llcrc4tuxcsas |
they are creatures ; Thcrcfoxe that - whichf
is perfeét is v\nhoutnan.c as beingnoneoll: :
thefe, and a creatute, asa c!Caturc cannot’
know or comprchend it, Now wl ‘hen thatf?
which)’
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what is imperfel?. 3

 Wwhieh' s perfect is come’, that which is
! imperf¢& is ‘contterbned *but “when doth it
 come? 1 fiy itcotimicth when 'ie is fo far
JKnown | perceived andtafted in theminde
‘as poffible it can be.

Herearifecha queftion, feeing it is fuch
‘athing as canniée be’ known o compre-
hended ofaity ‘creature) add thit themindé
AS acreature, then ? how is. it poffible that
theminde houldknow it ? I thetefore 2da
ded; asit 1sa creature, as if T fhould fay,
fofar'asitis a creddtire framed and created,
-An1d fo far forth as it can be faid of ic, Tof
my felfe | this is impoffiblewntoit; for ta
the end thacthae which is perfc& miay be
known'of any creature, it is neceffary thag
C',cvcly thing which is created and made,and
may becalled Tand myfelfe, fhouid-perifh
and be tumed to pothing, This is the
'meaning of Sdint Pau/, when he faith,
Wicen thar which s perfelt b come (that
Js,is known) then that whichis impexfect,
being the fubftance of all created things,
and whatfceyer caii'be faidof theind | or
my felfe, or mine ;allthisis o be wholy
o B P COnj




4 What 15 Sinne?

contemned and counted for nothing:Surely ;
folong as we efteeme of that which weel
call 1, and {o long as. we cleave unto itf,
that which is perfect remains unknown,

Some man may obje&t,you fay that therel |
is nothing befides that which is perfeét, ot} ;
sithout it, and yet you fay, thatfomthing},
doth flow fromit , that then which flows} ;
cth from it is without it ? I anfwer, thaf,
befideit or without it , nothing, truly exid
fteth, becaufe, whatfoever floweth fromig
isnor truly it,nor hath any being, butin
that which isperfeét ,. and is a certain ey
dent brightneffe or cleerncfs, whichindeed
isnothing, nor hath. any being, butin the
fire from whence the brightnefle floweth} ;
aswefecinthat Sunandl ght. . . .

e

1 i 1 ] L |

BN, S5 b, 2.
. What s Sinwe?
TRnth,Fairh’,’ and Serptite faith tha
A Sinne is tothingelfe butf“,!:h:;t'ftﬁi
Cuzature doth divert ic fcife from’ the im-
: - muta




What s Sinne ? 5

mutable God, and adhereth to 2 mutable,
" thatis, doth tutn'it felfe from that whxch
" is pcrfc& dndtothat whichis in part and
" imperfcét, and efpecially toitfelfer Now
 thisobferve, whenthe creaturedoth chal-
' lengeany goed thing to it felfe , as to be,
' tolive, to know, brxcﬂy tobeable to doe
any thingthat can be termed good, as be- -
' ing in itfelfe th tgood thing, oras though
! that good thing were 2 “ppcmn ingunto it,
" then 1tavcrtcth it felfe | what other thmc'
U then did the devill ? of whatwashisaver-
ﬁon and fall, butthat he did arrcgate this
 unto h:mfclfc thathe was fomething, and
. would be fomchmo , and that fomthmg
I was his, and in his rxr'ht and power, this
i arrogancie tobe I, to my felfeto be me, and
to bemine, was his ayerfion and fall, and
_this is ftill inufe,

B3 o lRiAR




Adams Sinne.

CuaP. 3
Adams Sipne,

\/‘ ¥ Hat did _Adass alfo 12 but the ve-
ry farme, men are wont to “{ay tha

Adam perifhed becaufe ke didieate anaps

ple, Tay, this happenedto hirtj by feafon|
of his arrogancie , for that he affumed to [

himfélfe to be 1; to e, mine, me, &c. For

though he had eatenfeyen apples , if it had|

sot been in‘regard of his arrogancié’; he
hadnot fallen, but when arrogancie took
place, heithen fll, ‘and fo he fhould haye
done, though he had eaten no apple at all,
But let us praceede , Thaye fallen an hun-
dred times more precipitally then 4dam
did, and afl men were not able to reftote

the loffe and fall' of 4dans , “how then|

might my fall be correéted or reftored?
furely it muft be helped as the fall of 4dem
was, and by the {ame helper, and after the

{athe'mander, !
How then, and from whom procedeth
this amendment ? neither could man doe
it




Adams Sinze, i

it without God', nor ‘was God bound to
doe it “without man 3 Whereforé' God
affumedthe nature of man ot himanitie
andbecame man,and man was made God,

; ‘and thus was the amendment made, and
fomuftiny fall be corre&ted + T'aattiot doe

it withoutGod , neither will ' Ged' doc it
without me : For that this might be effe~"
€ted, it was fiting that God in me fhould
alfo become man ; that thus God fhould
take upon himfclfe whatfoeyer is in me
afwell within me aswithout me as nothin g

. mightremain inme contrary to God, or

. ‘mighe hinder his worke, and thongh God
. fhouldaflume 2]l men that are nnto him—

{clfe, and (hould become nianin thens; and
they in him fhould Become God | and'the

fame Thould net be done in e, my €11
3 J al

fhould never 'be recovered , nor yct . my
it ‘done away ; except ‘the fanie were
alfodohe inme : neitherknowT ; oy am 1
ablé; to give my furtherance fowards this
amendgent - and eécoveric, bue oncly I
muft fuffer and be patient | and God oncly
theagentand doer, I fuffering his ywork

Vea and




an.

That all good is onely Gods,

and will, which becaufe I'will not fuffer,
but will my felfe be I, and tome,andmine,
this hindred God, that he could fiot work
without difturbance | and fo it came to
paffethatmy fall and averfion remaineth
unamended, and all thisfalleth out by rea-
fon of my arrogancic.

CHapr. 4.
" That all good is onely Gods.

Od faith, piine honour will I giveto
Gnone , which 1s as much asifhee
theuldfay, that honour and glory is dueto
nonc but God enly, therefore if I doearro-
rogate any goodnes to my {elf as that I am,
can do any thing that Tknow,that I work,
or thatany thing is mine, or done of mee,
or done to mee , arrogating fuch thingste
my {clfe, and twming them tomy honout
and glory , then doe I doubly offend: for
firlt I fall and ayert my-felfe as hath beene
formerly faid |, next I deprive God of his
honour 1n attributing thatto my {elf which

18




of the puting off 9
is proper only to Ged : for whatfoeyer
y ought to'be called good that is due to none
. but to the etetnall and true good which is
» God. And Who o ever doth zrrogate that
» unto himifelf doth uarightcoufly & againt

God.

—

Cuapr. s,
Of ‘the putting off the old man.

Omemen fay, that 2 man ought to be~
tome void of wifdome , will, defire,
, Knowledge, and allctherthings, which is
» hot tobe underftood | ” thit jn man there
, fhould'be no knowledge , or that God
, fhould hot bekndwne , Toved, willed, de-
. fited) praifed  of hononred in him, for this
» Were 2 mighty fault | and ‘man fhould be-
, coiticlike a beaft : ‘but weemuft proceedfo
 far that our know fedge may be fo cleer and
. perfect as tounderftand that this know-
; ledge belongeth neither unto man norinta
 theercature, but unto theeremall wifdome,
" about which is the etérnall Word ;and thus
b Bs map




10 the ald Mami

gnand the creature vamﬂqeth and doth
pot arrogate toiticlfe as its ow ne, and the
"Ic{feknow ledge that the creatgre dothiars
rogate it bccommcth the more perfecty the
lxl\c weemyft congeive of: \\JH love. defi te,
and sl fuch things'; for the Icffc thatman
doth arrogate thefe to} imfelfe , th cnobler
cxcc!lcntcr and-diviner ncbccommcth and
the more he doth affume thefeto hmﬁlfe,
fomuch he js made the more blocki(h, bale,
:Lndnhncrfc& *Fhus then'sught mah ro\’bc-
coms YoAd ofa‘l thmgs,.,hat is -0t 10 21103
gate ] them to himfelte, When then marﬂ’g
thismanper is m:m}c void of, thefey it comes
to.pafle, that this 15 thamoft excellens an
decreft know YGdgc thzt can be in prap and
theexcellengelt loyve and defire;,. the canfe
whereof is this ,  all things bemg only
Gods ; it ssbetterand moreexeelient shag
thex 'box Id ap,crmuw 0. de thentoany
crcature 2 And the caufe why 1 dof‘ chaks
lenge any g« ounef‘"c Lo my idf 15 by veafon:
th\LIl 3D rolc that it is, mipe;;.or shptl am
HERIR knew thc muth 1 thould alfo knqw!
stfat the thipg s not.mine ; nokthas Faim;
it,




Howthe life of Man, fr

it , it proceedeth notfrommee, &¢. and (o
mine arrogancy would fall to nothing. Ivis
better that God or that which is belong=
ing to God (hiouldbe known, loved preyed
and honoured as much as may be poflible,
and 'that man (hould ‘coneeive that heé
doth prayfe or love God ; then that Ged
fhould riot be prayfed, loved; honoured arid
known , for when opiniof ‘and ignerance
aréturned to knowledge and underftand-
ing of this, thenarrogancy vanitheth fora
man will then fay on this wife; Wretch and
fool that 1am, Ifuppofed my felfro be that
thing, brit now I perceive that it wasand s
Godonly. :

B L
How thelife of manis o be
compofed, '

Oetins faith, it iy our faulechat wee do
§ Inotlovethatwhich is beft, and lic réin
Befiich the triehi'! for that whichris bt
ought fiofttobeloved, andin this ‘lovetio
2L 4 X JULC¢%
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# 10 be compofed.
re:{pect is to be had of profit or difprofie,

"honour ot reproach, prayfe, or d fprayfe,or
any fuch things, but that which in very
truth is the moft excellent and beft , the

fame ought al{o to be deareft unto us; and *

that for no other end, but that it is beft and
moft excellent : According to it a iman
mightcompole his life both externally and
internally, externally becaufe amongft thofe
things that are created, one thing is better
then another asthe cternall good doth fhine
more 1n one then in another,in whichthing

therefore that eternall good , doth moft of”

alifbine, worketh, is knowne, and adni-
red; that amongft all creatures is moft ex-
cellent alfo , where it is leffe apparant that
likewife is the leffe good: Secing therefote
thatman is converfant with the creatures
doth ufe them, & knoweth their difference,
hee oughtto eftceime that whichis beft to
be moft deare, and to cJeaye untothat, and
tounite himiclfe thereunto , and efpeciatly
unto thofe things which arcateributed unto
God as his, and belongeth unto himfichas
#re his goodncfle, truth, peace, love,and

; jultice




.of the two eyes of Chrifs. x 3

 juftice ; & according to thefe the outward
k man ought to frame his Iife , and « defpife
¥ and flie alithings which are contrary unto
t theni : Butif the inward man by a jump as
% it were,will ftep into that which isperfect,
u that which 1s pesfeét will be! fornid aiid
u perceived to bcgcﬂ‘,ndlcﬂy ; nfinitely. and
4 innumerably more excellent and better that -
whatfoever is imperfect and in part ;alfo
theeternall niore then thetranfitery ' ;-and
the fountaine and beginning morethen all
i things which flow or can proceed from it;
{tandio that which is impeifeét and in part
ifhall beunpleafant and become abolithed.
6 This obferye to the end, that which is ex-
ccllent, and the beft may be alfo held the
ftdeareft , itissequifite thasthis be denes

r CHaP. 7
Of 'the two eyes of Chrift.
WT E niuft confider that which is reaé

and. iaid , that thefoulc of Chrift

M
s had two eyes, the one theright eye, the o-
i ther theleft: Ia the beguming when things
(t weie




1q  Of thetpueyesof Chriff.

were created, the right ey cdidt itne itfelfe

into Eternity and Divinity and there flood
unmoveab Jc in perfeét ccn'em}:lxtxon and
ufe of thedivine Nature; and divineperfes
Gion, and remayned | unmeved freefrom
all fﬂﬂmg,lnbour m (‘t}on pnnf pam, and
torment; which happcn to the outward
* man; wvh hisbeft cye hee beheld things
creatcd and Know the difference,; and did
underfla md what was better -and ‘worfe;

fnore foble and more ba fe:;, and in thls '

rmanmerthe outward yan ‘of Chrift wa
framed & Thus flood the inward manof
Chillt according: toithe right eye of his
fouleinthe perrc& ufe vof the divine nas
aure ‘i perfect pleafire’ 2nd joy:, but the

outwardman apdtheleaft eye of the foule]

was with him inpain, cslamity and pete

fect Iibour , andio it came to paffe | that|

thatinvmed of r'Oht eye. remainied ynmo-
ved, not findred free from all labour pam
andhtorment vhiieh happened to thie oute
watd man. Tt is faid | when Chriftéwis
whi pcd atche pillat, md did hingonthe
crei Sacecrding 1o the oticyyar dman s’

/ fou]c, .




L Oftheawoiejes of Chrifts  ms
v foulc or his inward mandid {‘"nJ accor
W ding tothe righteye, in perfect ufe of the
¥ dnme nature . and in .v lﬂmhs CON¢ hm
-of pleafure znd joy as frer he afeended in-
h to heaven and 4s now. Alfp that his out-
1 ward man, or his foule, accordingtothe
i Jefceye inthis wotke in 2l T"-.'u'ga which
it did belong unto him as “concerning out-
i ward things , was not hinsired or damni.
'“fcdb"ti e integnall ;. neither -of them dée
1-pendir grn he other.
v Newthe created foule of man it hath
u allo twoieyes, theorie . -in the power (of
il beh oldmg (378 xmrtc, the othen: in looka
2! Jngon we shd-things created,’ to know
it the differences ,-as bcfore hath i:cm faid;
i andrzo, cmhfe tethebody. ‘But théfe tweo
'y cygs of tl;c {oitle of: matr, cannot. doe theip
t yyorkei teigechar, for that she foudowich thie
nght eye might behold eternity it 15 nes
1 coffary that the lefe eyé doe abate oll:his
L worke , and fo @ny it {clfe asifficwere
1 dead: sk, thatthe lefreye inight perform
i allhis  workes and be eniployed i outa
! ward-thisgs, uld.xs,mpam, andthings.
I : areated




at  Whether inthis life eterhull

creatdd,itis neceffayy that the right eyt
beemployed in contemplation.

Cuap,' 8.

Whether inthis life eternall happinefs
maybetafted,

T isa queftion whether the foule whilf
it is in the body, ‘may proceede fo faras
to behold eternity and receive a tafle of
eternal] and. everlafting -happineffe ? ufis-
ally 1t is denyed, and fo it is true if you un-
derftand it after this manitiers So lorig as
thefouledoth behold the body ; and thofe
things which belorig to the body ; “astime
and things which “sre created ) and doth
conforme and mingle himfefe with them,
this cannot be, for to the ¢nd thefoule may
difcerneor behold efernity; it is ficecffa
thatitbe prire and e from all refemblan
ces, andfrom all thinge cre:ted; and efpies
cially that it be fepirated from it felfes
Andthisthing neverbefellin thishfe, But
\ Saint Dennss thinketh it may-be donieas
7 . may




|'© happinefe may be bad. 17

}mybr gathered cut of his words to 7 imo=)<
by, which aréthefe ; To b bmu; ine [é-
arets, it1s neceflary that thou abandon th y‘

Jins and whatfoever can be pcrcm ed by)
thy fenfes, reafonalfo, and the aftions of |
reafon, and whatf oevzr can be perccwed‘
Mand known by reafon , whether 1t be cre- \
“atedoruncreated :md that thou goeand |
. pafle out of thy felfe , and frem rhe know=|
lc<‘(’cof all things w}nch 1 have mentio-\
ued and {o come into that one unite of
hun who is above all nature and know- /
lcdvc thus far hee. Now if this could not

 befall man, whydoth heteach it , or why

" doth he i} eake to man? Yca further

"l\now that a certain Mafter faith upon

¢ hefe words of Saint Dennis, That it doth

“come topﬂffc thatitdoth often befallman

“ that he verily thinketh that he doth fee and

" behold it as often as hewill , and there is

b pofuch afpet, butthat it is Hofe excellent,

4 dearer to God, and more worthy then

whatfoever all thmgs created as created
can performe.

(u
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That good excepe

Cuar, g »
That good,except itbe i mup 5 Can),
70t makenan .//de" z¢.

I
"VI:E muft “elpecially obferve anfe

"V know that no creatute -0 Soolfs
no, not the goodit felfe, whichis 50d,dot
makeman _ or the foule endued with yet
tue goodor bleficd | fo long as it is withoy
thefoule, and the fame we puift thinked
P4 fne ormalice, and therefore althoughj
e be a good thing to enquire and featch, an
: allo to know what good men have dom’
orfuffered, how they have lived,and whaf’
God in them or by them hath done o il

f
1
k. %»kd"' retitisa L_lmdfc;d;ﬁmggbcggr ;hataf
¥~ nan 'iﬁould fearch and know what, and
¥ a2 ] I
(
c
{
|

0
0

| of what kinde the face of his ow

k s own lifess |’
' “and what God is » and wonldand doth i
bim, andin v hat thing Godis willinggr
unwilling to ufe him. Thereforethis alfy
istrue which is Qid;thatit is never fo good
~togoeabroad, butit IE:B_&E}: to remainat
‘home; Thisallo 1sto beknown | thate-

ternal)

wl




it be in man, erc. 19

:egnall ’.x PP ](‘T( 18 1 that oncly.cte, mf
1pothet, al d that man orhis foule 0 uld
m;(ra e or become bleffed ; msnc cffa-
th at that onely thing ﬂlOLl(l be in thesF
oﬂr Some will aske what is that one -
S00d 2 Ianfwer, itis good, o1 to be made
;20ed: and: yet it 1S nmthcr this nor that
’ocd which can’ be named, known | ot
'}mwad butallo, and above :11 I\cxthcr
S itneedfull that it (hovld now again enter
.into the foule for it is alrcady init though
uul\.nox\ n: W hen itis {aid, that itis meete
we we (hould cometo it, and that it fhould|
'come into the foule, it is as mueh,as it you |
fhould fay, weought tofecke it , have thc
fcclxmﬂ out of it, :m(_imul" g it out : And
bccauic it 1s but ORC | URIty and ﬁmplxcn:y
xs beteer then multitude , for bmﬂlancﬂe is
»not placed in many and multitude,, but in
one and unitie, neither is itinany thing
cxcatcd ot in the worke of any Created
thing (thus I may {peake bricfly ), but
blcﬁcdndfc is_onely pla pf ced inGod, and his
¢ worke, wherefore I ought ro have rc{pc&
! " 10 Godand bis worke oncly, and: toreling
quh

t
i
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F O ashelis wit

20 Of the defire of thofc

cuifh 2llnaturall thirgs with their worke

and chicfly my felfe, yea’ further, all world”
!

or miracles, which either Ced hath dond
or ever may coe, inor by the nature ofaff
thir;gs,yc:; olfo God himfelfe with all hif®
gocdnefle, as he js without me , and co
mcth tome, doth not make meblefled, bif
Lin me, and s known, loyel

Al
f
m
I
i [
Cuar. 10 : Lf
Of the defire of thofe whe be i

illuminated, t

felt, and perceived by mie.

'Now itis to be obferved , that thof "
who be illaminated with the tmg F
light,do know that whatfocver they them| °
felves can defire ormake choice of or whate ©
foeyer hath been defired chofen; or knows
at any+tioe of any creature at all { as iti E
aacature ) isnothing if 1t be compared 1
that eternall good;again, for{éking allde !
fires and choice,, they doe commit :m;i re-|
crre




WhHo be runmsnatear 21

orre themfelves and all their a&tionstothe
ternall gocd then there remayneth in them

. defire to advance and bring themfclves
\eerer to the cternallgood that is, to a nece
er knowledge and more ardent Jove , and
+ more ready fubmiffion and entire fubje-
%ion and obedience. So that every illumi-
q2te man may be able to fay of this manner,
[could wifh I were the fame to the eternall
300d thata mans hand is to himfelfe : And
luchmen doe alyvaysfeare that they are not
become fuff ciently fubjectunto it, they do
alfo defirethe falvation of allmen, and yet
they arefree from this defire , neither doe
they challengeit to themnfelves , as under-
ftanding fufficiently that this defire doth
;"not belong to man,but tothe eternall good,
for whatiocver is good, that no mwanought
‘toarrogate to himfelfy, becaufe it belengeth
“tothe cternzll good : Befides thelc kinde
" of men do livein freedom fo that without
) feare cither of purifhmentor hell, ot hope
. of reward or ct the Kmgdom of hcaven;
. they livgin meerfubjection and obedience
‘( to the ¢terali good ; and that with a tree

Teva
loye




22 Of thea ;,/reofrlj e,

love : This was pet rfetly in Chrift, and isi
his'toll6wets, nfoie mork i fomel {fe.
Teisa miferable thing “thdr wHereas thl
éternailgood doth fur nith and fir usup
:h ‘t which s moo® exce! llent, wee aréin
viilfing 1o erltertain it : for ‘what i is” more
€xcel lmt? then tru efoxr'tu L tove rt'r anJ
yet whenit fs fee before us wee Wi il e d
ir:We \\omu( s 1 may {ofpeak) be ovef,
wily, {o that if we byt fecl 2 delidate taft
fweetneffe and p’m(mc myout felves. weth
thinke it is'well wich us, and that wee loye
God, but if this be wa anting . w e are infotal
gow and doforget God, and think weeaty
undone ; whi ch isa grear farfc and an i},
figne : foratrue Icvcr doth as_ mnuch lo,
God and the eterall good n-want 2s 1
plenty, and alikein Dietcrnefie asmflca- ‘
fure, and fo'in the reft. T.ct eyery man, cxo'
amune hymielf 1w thelethings.




of Hell, . i3

Cwar. 1r.

Of Hell, and of the Kingdome of

Heaven.

Hefoulof Chrift was to diftend it
& hell bofore 1t could afcend into hiea='/
“en , and the farne muft betal’ the fotle of |
1an, Butconfider how thismuft be done, |
vns then' comes to " paffe when ' a mhafy|
“noweth and beholdeth himielfe, andfin<]
“eth himfelfafo evill, as that ¥ is univors
1y of all comfort and good thatmight bex)
111 him from'God or the creatpre s t-nrthcr )
“e thinketh nothing elfe ef himfelfe but
‘hat heis perpetuially dqmrcd and loft, and |
"hat'to be léfle then fie 15 ot hy of;and he
hinks himfelfe w orch} ofmore calammcs
hen can befall himi in this life, andthatit
“srightand juft that all things fhould fall’ |
rofle upon him; andbrivg grief and tor- |
NENLLo hlm all:whichis Tile therthe de= |
erveth: yea, hchm}*( feth 1t to be juft that
he fhou ldbcd°mncd tor ever, and become
ithe footftoele of all the Devyils in heli  all

which
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24 U fieu and of the
which notwithft2nding is leffe then hei j
worthy of. Neither will he or canh
coaceive any comfore or deliverance eithd
from God or from the creatures, buti hi
willing to wayt ‘comfort and deliveranah;
neither doth he waywardly beare damigd
tion and pain, for that it 1s equall and jull «
and not contrary  but agreeing to Golf
will, therefore he dothlove it, and taked s
ingood part, notbearing unwillingly an
thing but hisown' finne and ungodiinefi§ i
becaule that is unjuft and contrary to Gal] 1
thisdoth grieve and trouble his mindeand| o
thisis called true penitence forfin , andhy |
that doth inthis lifefo come into hell, i H
fame man after this life doth come intothfn
kingdome cf heaven, and in this life dot i
attain fuch a tafte as poflefleth all the joil
and pleafure , as cither hath orcan befallild
mean in thislife from any teniporall thigih
andas jong as 2 man is thus in hell, neithe) o
Godrnor the creatures can comfors hij
cven (asitis wrneen) Jo bell there )¢
vederprion, of this thine o0se {aid F gl ‘
Ldse, ] live svitdont comforr, being danril) :

bo
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Kingdom of Heaven. 25

U borh within and without | I defive of nove
Cthat I may bedelrveved : Now God hath
taot forfaken man in'this Hell 'but takech
i to himfelf | ‘foas man defites nothing
byt the ctcxmll good , and vndcr(’candcth
tehe eternall ‘good to be above meafure
ugoodand this is his pleafire , peace, joy,
bireftand fatisfattion ¢+ and when man doth
imétregard or defire any thing but theeter- "
nall good, it comes to paffethat the peace;
Oy, reft, pleafure | andall {uch like things
uas do belono to the ctcmall good become
ARS,) and 6 man is in the Kingdcme of
, Hcavcn This Hell and this Ki ngdcmuf
dHeavenare ‘too'good and fafe wayes for
aman in this' life 7 which whofoever doth
fihde out rwhtlv and ‘well is h2 Py
[ b Hellhnth arend | butthis Kmvdomc
1Bf Heavendoth lcxm)mc for éverv Befides
nan moftmark thae whileheis inthis Fe'f
1othing can comfort hinv, neither'cin hee
:hmkc that h(.c ever fhall bedelivered of
o ‘Simforted againe Andwhien heeis inghis
k'ng<,ome of Bleaven there is nothing ¢an
,,hurt or obje&t him; neithercan lice believe
C that




26 of Hell: and.of the

that hee.can be hurt ot difcomfort, andyet
after this hell. hee is comforted and delives
sed,” and after this Heaven hee i tronbjed
and deprived of comfort.: Now:thisHdl
and this heavenly Kingdome.doth befill
man, foashee knoweth not-when 1t coms
meth, weither canmanby his oywne.mean
do-or omitany thing whereby they (houd
either come or-depare. from himi, neithe
canman give or-take away from  himieli|
cither of thefe, or take orlofe them, bugi
comes to pafle hereas,it is writtens Th
wwinde (oriipitit) blawerl whene it liftetly
and thowheatefithe: fonpdshereof - (shasi,
when it 15 prefent) . but knowef? wos whenit
it commcth , nov whether i goeth. And
when man, 1s; ifi, cither. of thefe hee-jsit
gaedeale, and hee may beas fafeiin Hella
wHeayen,, and fo-Jong as: mands it
life 5 he may often pafle out of théone inf
theathsr, yea, within adayand agight
and fometimes, oftner , and. that. iwichel

himf;lf: buswwhenman is in,ng'ﬁhug,
he. is conyerfant. with the dreatures,

wandrsth hisherand thither, andkne




of true. Peace,

ot which-way to tumn him, whereforehe
‘ought neverto et thefctwo. things goout
5 of hisminde,

Crar. 12
Of trye Peace.

M Any fay that they can have no peace

! nor reft | but are in continuallcon-
' fi& with many. adverfaries, calamities,
griefs and. [orrows : If you will confidex
the truth of 'this matter after this manner,
the.very Devill nught haveipeace if all <
things were. carried -after his, will, and
choice s For thiscaufe wee muft matke and
obferve the peace which Chrift did leave
' untohis Difciples athis laft paflage , when
Yee faith, My peacel givewnso yon:, ‘not
 fuchaitheworid giveth, give I nrto yos,
| for the world decervethwith-her gifts. But
what, peace then is that ‘whereot: Chrift -
fpeaketh 2 Sutely that,which is inwardys
which doth pierce and breake throughal |
calamities, adverfities, troubles; miferies')
C 2 ané




28 " Of true Peace.

and infamies; and all fuchlike; foasa man
in allthefe (hovld be joyfull and patientas
Chrifts Difciples were , and not they but |
alfp all the elcét friends of God and the
true imitators of Chrift : Wherefore per-
fwade thy felf .1f any man confer his love,
diligence and endevours inand upon this
thing, hee may fuffciently know the true
atd eternall peace (which isGod jas much
as ispeffible for a creature.
Thanlerusfaich | There as fumse in this
life, who over-foosie for[-ke thesr imagina-
tions before the truth barh freed them from
them, and they doe [et themfilves at lilersy, |
thércfore can they bardly or not ar 4l aftain
ro'the tyuth, 'The worket Ged thenand |
his Commandement moving and 2dmonis
fhing 0 ght always to be diligently obfer-
ved ardnot the worke ccmmand and ad-
monitioa of men.” New wee muftkiow
that rom:ncan be illuminated except his
firlt be purged, clenfed and freed , ard furs
ther that no manvcan bewnited with God,
except hee firft be illummated | " wherefore
there are three-wayes , firft | purgati-
on;




of the fall of Adam, 29

ons  fecondly; illumination 5 and thirdly,
unition.

CuaAP, 13

of the fall of Adam, and the
amendment by Chrift.

'WHatfccvcr died and was loft in
\/ Adam , the fame is quickned and
reyived again in Chuift : Likewife what-
{cever did rifeand live n Adam, the fame
pcriﬂncd and dicd: i Chraft : But what 13
that? Ifay itistrue obedience and difobe-
dience. And what is tnuc obedience Ifay
it is thss , aman oughtfo tar taconit and
10 be abfclute without felf -will | and (¢s1
may fo {peake ). beiag T, that hee fecks and
cfteems himie'f (and what heisin allmate
" ters) nomore then if he wetenotat all and
that hee conceives no better of himfelf, nor
efteens nomore of himfclf, andrall thatis
hisand all cxeatures then it he¢wete notat
al} ; whatthen isthat thing which is to be

3 ciieemed




andthe amendment by Chriff.

efteemed and valued ? T anfwer it istha
only onc thing which is called Ged, and
thisistrue obedience in verity , and foit
falleth out in bleffed eternity that in no.
thing is fought,cftcemed,or Joved but that
onc, nor any thing accounted worthy, but
the fame one ; From whence itmay bega.
thered what difobedienceis (viz..) whena
mandoth attribute any thing to hunfelf, o
fuppofeththat hee is forne thing, knoweth
and is able to-do fome thing, and regardeth
himfelf and his own ends inbufineffe, lo-
veth himfelf, &,

Man'was and i's created wunto true’obe-
dience 8 doth owe the fameuntoGed. and
as - this ‘obedience wasloftand perithed i
Adwm {oit revived and flourifhcd agaimin
Chrift : But difobedience arofe and hvediin
Adam butdiedin Chrift, And furely the
humanity of Chrift was, and confifteth fo
far forth wholly and entirely without itfelf
and all other things as no other creatute
confifted at any timc in like manner , and
was 1o other thing but ‘a certaine magifon
and habitation of God's of thefe it never

chal-




of the fall of Adam, 33
challenged any thing to it clf, nay, it did
not challenge the very: Divinity to it felfe,
Whereof it was 2 habitation , nor any of
thefe things which the Divinity willed, or
refufed in it nor any of thofe things which
in the humanity either befell or were fuffe-
rd,kannmchmmmwdmmwsnd_
therarrogation, fecking, nor défire, fiving
only afeeking and defire; how and after
what mangier it might fatisfie the Divinity,
- .andthat very defire the humanity did'not
ateribute o 1t {elfec OF this knowledge
morecannotbe tpoken or Wwritten in this
place for it is unipeakable , neither wasit
ever yet difcovered nor fhall be fully ex-
preffed, for 1t is fuch athing aseannot be

fpoken or written , but of himwho

is thefelf-fame thmg, and

know.th its

Cuavpr.




What the old

CHlari 14,
What the old and new

Man 7.

His is alfo to be obferyed when mete

tion is made ofthe old and new mian,
the matter is thus to be underflood, the old
man 15 _Adam, difobedicnce, felfocfle egoi-
ty, &c. - But themew man is Chrift-and
obedience,  When wefpeak of dyiiig, pes
tithing, and the like,” we muft thus undere
ftand i, Tt is neceffasy that the cld man be
brovghtto novghe s and svhen and yehete
this comes topafle in the dvirelighit, thete
the new man is borneayain : alio vwhenit
15 faid, That man muft dye in himfelf, its
asmuch as if you (hould fay, it is neceffory
that himfelf, or cgoity thould dye;S. Pasl
fayth, Put off the old s an with b is works,and
pur o the rew man who is mady and fra-
wed according umo God : Hee that lives in
{lfncfle, andaccordin gto the old man) hee

13,|




and new Man. . 23

is; ‘and is called the fonne of Adam., and
hath power noft cfpecially , and ‘in very
truthto live with him, and is alfo the fonne
and brother of the Devilis but he thatlives
in obedicnce and in the new man. heis the
brotherof Chrift and theSon of God.
Now when the old man. dyes, and the
ey frian is born, there thence arifeth anew
: birth, of which Chrift fayth, Excepr yee
s be borne again , yee fhall wot enter intothe
: Kinsdomeof God : Saint Pawl allo fayth,
. Even as in Adom all men doe dye, even [o
 inClrift are all vevived. Asif hefhould
. fay, Whofoever doth fallow Adam m dif-
+ obedierice ; they are dead and fhall nevex
; live agame butn Chrift 5 thatis, in obedi-
1 ence ;' the cavfeisthis | as long asman is
. Adam , Of his S0, hee iswithout Gods
Chrift faich, -Hee shat 55 not withmee 5 8
| againﬁ mee’, hee therefore that is ag:\inﬂ
) - God isdead befere God'y but heethat is
, - withiChriftin obedicrice , heeisand Liveth
| with Ged 3 Thisisalio written; fristhis,
. ivhien d e creature doth avertitfelfe fiom
the Creatout , and islike unto it and the
Cs yery
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What the old

veryfame. For .whofoever is in difobed;
ence is infin,meyther fhallfin ever be <ot
rected or amended, but by turning o obel
dience, and as longas aman liveth indifl
obedience , finis neyer, corredted nora
nended in him, dohe what he can, whid
is to be knpre by this 5 becaufe dl{Odel'
enceis fin it felf. ‘But if man doe return|
» true obedience all faults are corrected 5l
~inended ;and pardoned ; butotherwife thif
«€aniot come to pafle, A
Amatterworthy to be obferyed ,afothe
Devill could come to true.obedience o bt
fhould-become.an Angell, and .all hisfin
and:wickednefle fhould .be corzected , .
-inended, and at pnce forgiven ; Alfo. if an
Angell could returne to difobedience 5 vhee
fhould prefently become.2 Devill, alshough
he fheuld dono otherthing.

Af icconld; come to pafle that any.man
;mjfght wholy:and abfolutely caft 'off him.
delf, 0asthat heelived without 41} chings
Antmieobedienceas the humanity ob Chrif
swas, then hethould be yoid of-himfelfand
soncvich Chrift ; and thould be the fome

by
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by.grace whieh Chrift was by nature 2 Bue
aendeny thatshis gan be done, and theree
fore fay, no man is void of fin ; howfoever
lit-bethis is évident | that the neeréra man
approacheth to thisobedience,fo muchthe
Jeflein is iwhim.; and the further hee is

' fyom it,the more finhe hath ¢ Finally, that
' @-man thould begood; beteer, orbeft of all,

evill, svorle; or thexd asft ofiall ) icondem-

- med, orbleflediof God, allconfifteth inchis

obedience ar slifobedience: This alfo is

 awsitten, thomoredelf- ends and egoity, the

fwoxe there isiof fin and unrighteoutnefle,

- anditheleflorshiesc s of theone;, the greas

ser wam thére is of thé other » This alfo:is

| written ; ;the more that my felfe doth de-

«creafe (that is, egaicy ovfclfueffe) the more
doth inmeincreafethenl of God, thatis,
God himfelf. .
1£ all menweze.in wue obedienae , there
awould be thennopain nor mifery, butonly
shat.which isipreached hyithe fenfes and
ghatfhouldbe eafic and notitobe complai-
nediof 2 which may bethus proved’; for if
shathould someto paficali men would be
m




What s the:.

tn concord ', neithet would ‘one grieveor
hurtanother', neither would any man Jive
or doeany thing whichi: were! contran
to God 2 But now al4s 5 -all thie World
zad nien i the: World' are in'>difibe:
dience ,. and. if ‘any manwere whelly
and fyicercly ‘obedient ; as wee believe
that Chriftwasy, | ahd-as hé yas! indeed
{elfeconld ot hive beed Chrift )alliien
would be ' difobédicnt to this' many) ‘and
would put himtoall bitterneffe and ‘mife-
rableforrow; for alt men would be contran
10 him, which-we mayunderftand by this’
For thatman in this obedierice fHiovildbe
one with God ; andGod hinsfelf fiouldbe
thiere man himfelf.  Now ‘all dilobedience
ds conttaty to God, and is nothing elfe;
Inywery idéed  thene is nothing “contrary
to God , neither creature s worke
of thesgreature: ; or ‘whatfoever can’ be
Hamed or- thovght | there are noncef
thele iy, contrary t0:God’, ‘orthit can
difpleale himburonly difobedicrice s Bita
difobedicne man ie fo difflealant wrico i,
ahd contrary ; and (5od complaynerh fo
. much




and-new Man s, 37

1 much of him,that whereas man doth grieve
+ and hath a fegling of thofs things which
t becongrary to him, t'hat Cody culd wil-
| lingly endure 3 hundred ‘deaths that hee
“. might"full dlfobedlcr}cem man, and be-
i get there agame his ‘owne obedicnce ¢
i And althovgh no man be fo w ho]ly and
i fyncere’in’this obedienceras Chrift fvas,
| yet it miay come topaffe | that fomc"md'y
| approach fo recre untoit”as to'be made
1and called -, 2nd! {ootorbe Divine. 'and
1 Ged : And the neeeer that man ‘doth come
{ ufito it and the more heevis made Digyine
i and: God ; rall difobedience ; fmand in-
i Juftiee s the moré tronblefometohim and
4 grieveth him being hard toendures Difo-
1 bedience and fin'is the fame thingy there
«. > nodn but difobedienee ;! and
1 «thatowhich proceedetdy. | o
from it

Cuar.




Thas & man ought 10

Cuawr, 14

“'That & man ought to mﬁ"&qg,;
good to God , and evillso.

bimfelfe.

Rferve that which now {hallbedpo:
: ken , thére be fome men which doe
fuppofciandfay; thatthey arefo far mortis
ified, and géne out of themiclves: that they
smay leada life.void of forrow andfrcefrom
allgriévahces , even asif men wercinthis
obedience , or as ifthey werena creatufes:
Ao thatthey mayidead an cafieand fwest
life whercbysopleafe their mindes andia
all things what{oever give. themfelvs whoe
ly topleafures ;sbutfurely it is necfo, for,
their cftate is no othesithensis'beforefuid;
It is true , itwould beifo if all menwere
indued with obediencé, but they are not
{o, and agam, this cannot be, But fome
man willfay , furely man ought to be fee
from 2ll things , and not to attribute any
thing to himfelfe , whuch 1s cxthcrgog:l(f; |



astribute goodio Ged, dre. 3 9

bad? Tanfwer noman oughttoattribute
any good to hinfelfe, for thatis proper on-
lyto God and his goodneffe, but thatman
bath, grace and erernall xewatd | who is
fited thereunto being aptand prepared to
be the houfe and habitacien of the eternall
good and divinity , {oas it mayexercife in
¢ hmn without hindrance, the power, will;
¢.and work of it felfe ; butifmanwillex-
o excife himfelfe , and actribute noneevill to
g hamfelte , but decline -to the devill and
¢ wickedneflc , thenIfay, thatblame, infae
1 nie, and ctcrnallmiilfzxtune,and damna-
¢ tion isduetofuch a man, for that he is fite
i ted.and prepared, and accommodated unto
y-this, that the deyill , deceit, dying,andall
s other wickednefle , - might have ‘the full
 (feape, pover, worke, and difcourfe;inhim,
d ancf that he might be the houls 3ad:habita-
o \tionthercof. '

: Cnaz,
x
s"‘




~ felfneffe, andegoitse , yet it is not the bl

“trieandfimple geod is difeerned ;- which

That the Chriftian'

Cuar. 16

That the Chriftian life isthe bl

W"’E oucht alfo to obferve and knoy
/' thatno lifeis fo’ excellent, good)
and To'beloveld “of ‘God | as’ the Iifts
Chrift, which notwithftanding is the mof
bitter Ife to all natire and {clfnefle | alfor
diffolutefree lifeis moft pleafant tonatus

and moft excellent; but it may be made the
befl in{ome men; and although' thelifed
Chrift be iroft bitter | yetit is the beftbe.
loved «fall | as from hence may apped;
beeauifc that is the krowledge whereby the

dodis notthis of that but'thefame whet:
of Saint Paul {reaketh, #hewthat whid
# perfelt andientive 3s come then all divéfio
andimperfcEtion (hall be abo/fﬂﬂed, which

* feritericess thus to be taken, that whichié

perfeét 1s fupcriotr to all divifion, andeves
5y thing which is divided and-impesfedt
)



bife # the beft, 41
nothing in comparifon of that which is
erfe@, Thus alfo fhall “all knowledge
“ that which is divided. be abelifhed,
"hen and where that which is perfect is
20own. It is needfll alfo thatitbe folo-
kd}'as that theother love, wherewith a
nan‘doth love Rinfelfe 2and all other things
e wholy abolifhed | and this knowledge
voth alfo  difcerne what is beft'and moft
keellent iy évety thing, “andloveththat in
ne tiue good,; and totno other cacfebut
or the'true good , 'and where'this krow-
sdgeis | there is perceived that thelife of
chrift 1s beft and moft cxcellent, and
hetefore alfo ro be loved of all, and wil-
mg'y had andborne , not regardir'g whes

ticr it be fweet or fower’ acceptable or
roublefome to nature.  Befides it 1stobe
blerved ; thatin what menthis truc good
s known, there it is neceflary that the life
if Chriftflould'be, and rerain thto the
yeath éfchie body, kethat thinketh other=
ivifcis deceived and he that{feakethother-
w e lyeth, and in whem thelife of Chirift
s not,, he neither knoweth' the ‘trie God,
tor truth it felfe. CuaAPr.




42 Of thewdy to Chriff, ‘

Cuar. 17

; o
Of the way to Chriff,
Et noman conceive, that he mj
tain tothistrue light andiknow
and the Jife of Chrift gy many quefl
hearing, reading, or ftudying | o by.ey
lent hard fciences, and learning . -orex
fite natura l reafon, I will {1y farther |
Iong as man retaineth any rhing of 4
thing , or doth hold any thing in efle
dove, defire or ftudyit; or keepeth itink
-hands, whatfoever thatis, whetheri}
man himfclfe.or any thing elfe he attain
ot untothis : This Chrift affirmeth wi
hefaith, If thow wilt follow me, forfi
thy [elfe andcome afierme, And he h
doth not for{1ke himielf and his ownli
and dothnot leave and loofe it 1S Aot W
thy of me, neyther can hebe my Dx((j%-
The meaning of which words is this, f
hat doth mnot forfake and abandon 4
things can neyerkaow me tul ROy
? ) 1053 ol
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my life ¢ And fay that this had never bin
sred by the mouith-of man , yet tiuth
aketh by it felf, forthis isastrueas the
fth it felf = But folorig asman dothlove
sast, and aportion only and efpecially
hafelf and doth makezccount ahd efteem
hit, heis{o far blinded that kee knoweth
¢ good but {ichrasisimeft profiableand
yafing to himfelf  and thofe things which
¢ his this 1 fay heaccounteth ot and holds
it deare. A

Iy
K

Jil
i

d Cuar., 18

[i
i That the life of Chrift & envyed |

T’ of humane wifdome,

\

A Nd becaufe the Tife of Chrift ismoft
L A biteer to all felfneffe and cgoity,
percfore for the obtayning of the fame, it
isneceffary that all {elfnefle and naturall e-
goity, perifh, dye, and be utterly forfaken.
Thereforealfo every mans natuse doth ab-
Jhorre




A4 & envyedf huunane midom
horrethis Iife . fippofing it to bekyilly
Juft, ‘ardfodlifh, ard embrecingalify
ting it fclf and unpleafant , ' and fiichjs
blindneffe that he doth held. it for thel

“You fce thatthere is no life {0 pleafants
agrecable to nature as that whieki co
eth of liberty and diffoluteneffe : T
fore naturecieayeth to this , enjoying|
herown flefh, peace, and trancuillity,ag

- 4o all things which 2xe her owh. And
cemes to pafle efpecially in chem who
endued with excellent natyra]l reafor ;
this doth climbe fo high, and frandech i
in her own light, asthit fhee thinketh
{clf to be that eternzil and true light , 4

deth challerge to Lier {clf to be thef;
and being deceived in her (elf, deceiveth

thers with her {df; who know no bete
tex thing being thereuntoalfo
' enclined.
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:

\ The paseof a Chriftianis nos 3
‘( to be expre([ed.

Ere forne man will aske inwhat e-1
tate that man is who followeththe
Jlght as muchi as is poffible to him 2 |
~wh0mI will anfwer | that this can'ne-}
ltruly be faid; and why fo ? becaufe that
Iwho 1snot thcthmc’camotfay it, ney-\
it can he that 1s it and-knoweth 1t{pcak
‘But if anydefircto know it, let him ex:)
5t untill he be the thing,
Further, I believe that hisoutward con-
tation :md mannérs are fuch that he is
bable of whatfoever is fitting and-gonyc-
»nt to be done, or not to bc done: But
ithere: not iomc luft'of man who fayth]
Iwill fo I'command  this he is net ca=
ble of , but’man pcr(wadCth hlmidfc
atmany things are fitring and ought to
sdene, whichi noththﬁand ihg’ ate foulc
i notmicete to be done 3 14 mins own 2 d
“ide covetionincfle, ot any other vice, ©
icncfty provoke h.m to doe or oiit an yl

thing




48 | TheWorld is mads ~
For egoity and felfneffe belotig” wholly
the Devil. . Now 1 6ne or two words
chipg§ may be hcre expreffed xvhich Tk
Hererehe fed info-miny v ords, Eventh
Be thou wholly.and plainly withent|
felf. And yet this matter ismore fullys
bettgr deciared and diftinguifhed m mg
wdrds. - ok 5‘_;
Now fememan will fay, T am unpre
red for thefethings , therefore this cal
be dene inmice  and fo men findeout: fos
excufe ? Towhich weemay thusanfig
thatman isnat- feady and: unprepared
hisownfavl Fox if man.would mihded
do ncthing but in all chings attend hispe
paraticii  and erdevour that hee miglth
prepared , furelyGod would prepareli
fuftciently and would, adde. fo muchlon
diligence “nd ftudy.to that prepatacicnt
fheuld be {i ficienttd porde tnto: him (i
ingmow prepired) all thefe good hin
yet there are cestaine wayes Wwhichlead!
hidier, 2ccerdieg o the commen foyings
eny men defreto learne any. Art:wihien
he 15 ignorarit,there arefoure tlungs*fcq;:
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edto the learning of it. The firft (which
Fallis chemoft néceffary)is‘a great defire,
iligence and endevour commuallv that it
right be done, if this be abfent the matter
/il never be attained,. Thefecondis that
‘ou have fome thing whereby to learne.
“he. third is, hat you carefully and dili~
endy ob(crvc attend ‘and: reverence your
1aﬂcr The fourth;, that your felfe do alfo
mrpr:zc and exercife thas thing; Andif
1y of thefe be wonting; youfhglinever be
“blc to leagn orattaili che Ast.Even fiich is
e manner of this pwparatlcn and: hee
mt haththe fisft, that is; dilgrneeé, anda
)nmnmll and {erious defrc to gain theend
e doth{cck and findiall things -which ap-
train;, are ‘peceflary and proﬁt" ble! for
i, And he thatufeth nordiligence’; and
" oth neither love nor defixe hc crrthe othier
" dedoth pot feek;; and dhetefore doth not
ndc and without doubt: remayneth un-
rcparcd ot éyer commieth to theend.

7 D CH A:P.
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of the Wy #nto the

Cuapr. 31,
Of the way unto the life
of Chrift.

¢ l Mere are certain ways and preparati}

ons prefcribed likewife towards this,
whichare that wee ought tobe Gods p-
tients , and toyield obedienicé, duty anf
fubjeétion unto him which'is true, forifa
ny man covld attain unto'the end > whid
tnay be had and compaffed in'this ife | he
(hould be trulyScpesfeflly endowiedwithal
thefechings.But he thatought & wil fffe
God muftalo fuffer all things, that'is,God
aad himfelfe; and the natire of all thines
noneexcepted : And hee that ovghtang
will be obedient ;' fubje& and diitifull to
God, muft exprefle his obedience; duty,
and fubjectien only by fuffering and no't%
doing; alfo all chings in generall aretobe
endured and fuffered of him in filenice,and
by peifeverance in the inward fences of B
minde, and quiet and il bearing. Andin
all thefethings wee ought neither to dcfxrc
e A help,

Y
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life of Chrift. §1
elp, nor tomake excufe, nor to flander a-
1y, nor to act revenge, butin 2ll things fay

witha true, loving, and fubmuffive mercy,
Father , forgive thems , for they know mos
what they do. This truly would prove a
scod way, and an excellent preparative to-
wards the farthelt end, that man can attain
unto in this Jie, which is the beloved life of
Chrift : For in the life of Chrift the afore-
named wayes exift , and are obferyed filly
and perfectly even to theend of the bodily
life , wherefore there' is none other eyther
more better ot more prepared way for him
that loveth the life of Chrift | thentolive
and follow the fame |, and to exercife him-
felf in it fo far as he may orcan: Ttisalreas
dy fec down. in part what is hercunto re=
quired, and yhatfocver is fayd eythet here
' of ¢lf-where is all theway, ;or the meanes
of the way to obtaynthe right end , but
! what theendis yno man ¢an telle If any
" man defire to know it, let him go-the right
| wayteit, that is, by the life ot Chuift,

X
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In what man true
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In what Man true
Cbriftss.

"W/ Et thete are'wayes to' the B

Chrift as we have already faid,wha
and wherein God and manare joyhedto.
gether , fo that it may be trulyfaid; and
evuth it felfe may acknowledge 1t; that the
trueand perfect God; ‘and true and perfet
man are one, and man doe {o yield and gite
placeunto Ged , that God himfelfe ther
ssman, and that God alfo be there prefent
andwotk alone, and doe and leave undons
any thing - yvithout any I, to me; mineand
the like ;" where thefe thingsare and exifl
there is true Chrift-and no where elfe:
Therefore fincethat here is true and peifit
man, here is alfo perfeét: {cnce of pleafure
and pain: loye and ‘adverficy land albthings
that can be felcor made tiyall of cytherin
wardly or outwardly. And becaufe God,

Xthereis alfo map himflf he can underttand

and




Chrift . 53

and know , love and otherthings of that
kinde . and evenras, man who is notGod
can feel and know all things whick do pro-
cure pleafizte and forrow toman,and cfpe-
cially thefe things which arecortrary to
himielf, after the famemannet it commetht
to pafle whicre God and man are all one,
and yet God is man himfelfe , thereareall
things felt which are contrary to God and
man , and evenas man 1sthere brought to
nothing and God isall fo hapneth it to
‘him in that thing which 1s contrary to man
and doth grieve him ;' that s, it 1S alfo
brought tonothing and this ought to con-
tinise from God as Jong 25 corrorafl and
naturall life doth laft. This alfo1s tobe
wbferued , that that one thing where God
and tan are ynited together , dothconfift
Without it fJf and without all things, and
s free from allthings, thatis, itisfor God
and ot forman ot the creatures |, for it is
the property of God to confilt ; -and be
withotit this or that; without felfnefle, E-
goity,and the like; but it is the property of
the creatre to feck and will  in all things
D 3 which




s4  What it # tobe rich

which it doth or leaveth undone) himfelf
or thofe thirgs which are his owne, aj
this; or that, here, or there ; When there]
fore the creature or man doth locfe ot oy
off his own {elfneffe or himfelf, it comestf
pafle that God entreth into him with b
own (thatis) with his fclfncfle,

Cuar. 21
v What it i to be richin (pirit?

dis alfo is to be confidered, after tha

man hath paffed over all that wy
which Icadech lnmro the truth | and hat
exercifed him{dfe therein, and hath fuffe
red fomuch aff i&ion, -and fo long, as tha
now. hee thinketh bimfelfe wholly fpa,
dead;and goncout of himelfe, and giva
over whoily unto Ged ¢ Then doth tit
Deviil firft begin to fow his feed inhim,
from whichiced two fruits arife , oned
avhichisp r'tuallr ches or (pirituall pride
the other 1 1nordinate falfe’ liberty : Thek
aretwo {ifters who'ordinarily and willings §

|




in [pirit ? 5S¢

ly frecuent together : and this hapncthaf-
ter this manner 2 The Devill doth fo puffe
up man, as that he doth fuppefc he is come
to the higheft exaltation, fo as now hee
fandeth in no more need of Scripture | or
any other thing , and generally that hee is
beconie fuch a one as wanteth nothing,
hence there arifeth in him a great cheer-
fulneflé and peace, wherenpon it felloweth
that hee {peakerh after thismanner, goeto
;now, Iam above allmen ; and know and
underftand more then the whole werld,

" and therefore it is mect and right that 1be

&

" Godof all creatures, and that o) creatures
- & efpecaally man fheekd ferve me, & wer-
fhip, ar.d belubjeét to me : This heefeck-
*eth & willingly receiveth fromall creatures
' and efpcaally from man |, and in hisowne
! conceit he is worthy of ali thefe and think«
eth theyare due to him , and hee doth ac-

' coentolimenas bealts, and whatfoever is
fuch asthat can'yield unto his bedy | flefh,

| ard nature; delight, pleafure, and content;
' he-thioks himfeif worthy of it, 2nd that he
| feckthand receiveth whenfoev r heec n

D 4 ob-




56 What itistoberich in [pirit 2

wbtain it, and be thidks all toolittle whi
he can obtain ; fuppofing' that-hee is m;;q
worthy.of themvall, and all men that dog
ferve him and are at’his ‘command , al,
though they be thieves and robbers, yetfe
fayth , that’they are noble ‘4nd "?axtk‘ﬁ:]]l
hearts , and charitable to the tiuth an
topoexre men : and hee prayfech, “fecks and
fullows them wherefoever they are. And
if any man faile to reverence thefe proud
fellows to obey them, 2rd to fubjcet ulto
their wils , fich ‘an one is not commendd
of them , but 15 contemned 2lhoughhe
avere as holy as Saint Perer. Therefo
When this pitituall ptide doth feémetol
felf to ftand in nced neyther of Scriptife
teaching nor thelike : Tt commeth topafl
that it doth not fcorn alene, but alfo deride
all Ceremonies , Ordinances , Preceps,
Laws and the very Sacraments of the by
Church; alfo all thofe men who havethes
orders inufe, and doe ateribute any thing
unto them * hence it1seafily perceived thag
both thefe fifters do dwell together 2, Bes
fides thisrich man in his pride dothfomes §
Sl times
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who be poorein [pirit ¥ §7
times imagine that hee udetftandeth and
kiioweth more then allmen | whence it
comesto pafle that hee isforwardto {peak
ind babble more then all other men, and
Would have His talke only in requeft , atid
to be heard ; aid all othet men t8 be held

exfoniois or fidiculous, ard foolifhs

Cuar. 24
Who be poore in [pirit ?

ieniffion i€ there thematter i$ other
"wile; and this arifech hence becaufe that
"wetruly finde and know that man of him=
"{If 'and by hus own fheans is nothing, an
“can do¢ nothing , néyther 1s fit for any
“ thing , not hath any thing but viee dnd
" wickednéffe. Hence it comes that man
I deth hold himfelfe altogether unwor-
U ehiy of thefe things which ¢an befall him
 from Ged of from the creatures 5 and that
" jni the caufe of God and all the creatyres he
' Ds ought

;BUt twhere {pirituall poverty and ttué
B Jt




58 Who be poorein [pirit 2

orght both to fuffer, and fometimes tode
for Gods fake, fo as of himnfelf he hath sy,
ly right to nothing ; but out of the humili
ty of his mind he thus {peaketh : It ismeg
and convenient that God and all the cres.
tures (hould be mine enemies, and fhould
cenfure and have right againft mee , ay
I have right to nothicg : Hence it i
that this man neyther will aske nor g
ard any, thing of God or the creature
but cnly things neceflary , and that ve
fearfi!ly and as by free gift and not of rightt
neyther doth he atford his body or natue
any more good or pleafure then neceffl
Tequireth , neither doth he fuffer or permit
that any man fhould helpe or ferve him but
in cafe of neceflity, andthat isnotyichou
fear, becaufe he hath not right toany thing
and feems unto. himfclfe unworthy of al
things. This man thinks that  all hi
words. and fayings are nothing elfe but
folly, and therefore he {peakcth or talketh
with noman in way of teaching, except he
be thruft on with divine Jove, and even
then he doth it with fear > and thatasdpa-
ngly as may be. I




Who be poor in [pirit? 59

Teis alfo difcerned in this fpitituall po-
verty ,'that all men depend wholy upon
theifelves . being ready to commit any
fin’, theicfore it 1s neceflary that there
{(hould be ordinances and cereinonies Jaws
and precepts , whereby their blindnefle
might be difcoverediand thers ungodlinefle
reducedunto order , whichif it were not
men would become worle, and more dif-
ordered then degs and other beafts : Be-
fides, many men are drawn and converted
to the truth by thefe ceremonics and ordi-/
nances ; which otherwife would not bee
done, And furely few men attain to the
truth, whohave not firft received ordman-
ces and ceremonies . and exercifed them-
felves in them whilft they knew no other
ot berte# thing : Henceit 1s that Lawsand
Ordinances are not defpifed nor contem-
nied in bumility of fpirit, and{pirituall po-
yerty , nor men who coe ufe and handle
them : butoutof love and mercie fucha
one doth complain ‘and fament the cafe of
ether men, with gricfon this wife, O Ged
of truth , T poure outmy complaint before
thee




6o Who be poor in [pirit ?
thee, and thou thy, felfe bewaylef}, thy
mans blindnefle,vice and wickedreffe dogh

canlethat to be ncedfull and neceflary tof -
be done, which notwithftanding in trygh|
- ncednot be, nor ought to be dene.  And

here is a certain defire, thac men who
know nothing better, nor any other mean
to the tryth, might know and underftand
o what endall Lawsand Ordinances are
and v ere made, and this poor manin fpi
tit,of whom1I fpeake , doth ufe all thef
things together with other men , which
know neiher better nor any other thisg,
and is partaker of thefe with them that

thismeans he may keep them from tuz.
ning themfclyes untoevill things, and that
ifitbe peflible he may bring then neeter,

Agan, whatfoever hach hithesto been
fpoken of povercy and -humility ; thag is
trulyfo, and may be made plain andeyis
dent by the life and words of Chrift, whe
did exercife and perfectly- workeeyery pass
of the hymanity as i is found in tus lifey
and as he taught by his words faywg,
Learn of me, becanfe I ammeeh, wid lewly

of




Wha be poor in [pirit ? 61
of beart, he did nct negleét or defpife the
oldLaw and difeipline |, nor themen who
were {ibjeét totheLaw ¢ yet he {aid that
stwas not fufficient, but that we muft goe
forward as itis true we ought. Saint Pawl
alfo did write, that Chrift tock vrpon hitn
the Law, that hemight free thofe which
wereunder the Law, thatis bring them to
neefer and betver things. Chrifi alfofaid,
A come mot to be [erved but to fevve.

Brefly, in2llthedeeds, words and life
iof Chrift, thete isnothing found but true
shumility and poverty : And(as 1faid be-
fore) where God 1s man, and where Chrift
s, there it is neceffary that this fhould bee.
/Thercfore where pride of niinde and fpiri-
wuall riches and liberty of alight minde is,
Ithere neither is Chrft vior “his trite Tmita'
wors s Chrift 14id, My fonle 45 forvowfull
leven tothe demh | fpeaking of the death of
ithe body; whichcame to puffe becaufe hee
was borne of A7ary untill the death of the
body, and low this wis, hath beén (hewed
s betore. Chriftifarthy Bleffid are the poor i
 fpirit, thatis, fuch asase teuly hum"ul‘cfd,

or




62 Whobe poor in [pirit ?
for theirs is the Kingdome of God, foilf
faith theuuth. (yetitis not written) mife.
rable and curfed are the proud in heart, fy
theirs is the Kingdonicof the Devill ; ang)
th efe things are thus found to be truly thex
whereGod isman, but where Chriftan
histrue followers are | there s it neeeffay
that true inward fpirituall humility an
poverty fhould be , and zlfoa dejeéted ant
conftant minde , which minde it is et
fhould be full of clofe and hiden {errowand
grief, even tothe death of the body. Anf
this I doe truly avouch that he that think
otherwife is deceived, and with himfelk
deceiveth others as hath been faid , forthi
caufe all nature and {elfaefle doth depat
from this kinde of life, and doth cleavets
the falfcand free Jife, as hath been faid.

Now fome Adam or Devill whodefis
reth to excufeand defend himfelfe, would
come upon me and fay thus : You would
prove indeed that Chrift was without him-
felfe and many other fuch Jike thiugs | ya
nozwithitanding he fpeaketh often of him:
felfe, and doth commend himfelfe for :I::Csl

3
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Whokbe poorin [pirit? 63
and that? Unto whom I thes anfwer,
when the truthought & iswilingto do or
will, there is no other caufe of its will, de-
- fire anid a&ion, but that the trnth mightbe
' known and manifefted, and this was in
' Chrift, and hither did-all his works and
t actions tend, and whatfeever was meft
' profitable and behoofullfor that alfo what-
 foeverthings were dene by him,from thofe
. he was free, as likewife from all other
+ things which were done.  You will {a
thercfor e there was in Chrift fome caug:
why he did every thing? vato which1
thus anfwer, If any man aske the Sun why
it fhineth , it weuld anfwer , itis necefftry
that I fhine, neither canT doe otherwife,
for thisss properand belengeth rome, and
it is my frcedome of nature to be endued
with this property ; and to fhinc , evenfo
itiswith God and Chritt, and all things
thatare divine and belong to God, that
they will, doe and defire, no other thing,
not no other good ot for good, neither can
any other ¢aufe bealleadged.
Cuar,




64 How all things dre

Crar: 25,

How.all things are 1o be
left and loffe.

Fter thefe things vwee muft obfifp

thatitis faid | yea | Chtift hirflp
fayth; that all things are'to be lekt and
loft; whichisnotto be underftood > asif
men fhould have nothiiig ; or have to dog
Wwith nothing , for it s neceffary that map
{hould haveand do eyen fome thing i this
life, whetein hice may be employéd 6 Jong
asheliveth : But this is this to bé under,
flood. WhatfGever any man or creatyté
<an do, omit,, or know , is net thatthing
wherein unition is plaeed ; And what 18
unition ?- it isno other thing bit that thy
felf be phinly, fingly, and altogether fims
Ply in the truth together with the fimple;
and etern2ll will of God. And alfo that
thoube wholly void of thine own will
and that the created will fow irito theee
ternall will , and there diffolve and be turd-

ne




" to.beleft andioft, 65

ned into nothing, fo that the eternall will
dothere onely-will; or doe or leave undone
any thing. And what is there that can-help
ot futther ‘man to this matcer ? that can
neythérwords, works, nor other Cetemo-
nics do; hor finally any creatire , nor the
work, power, knowledge aétion, or omif-
'fion of all the creatures. Thus oughtall
things to be loft and left,which 1s as mitch
‘a8 1f you (hould fay, it is notto be fuppoled
or thought that thete is any work , {peech,
knowlecge; orlearning or any other thing
 created  which caphelpror profitin this bu-
- fineffe, but all thefe things whatfoeyermuft
be lof} and left and we muft make our pros
arcffe into un tionr, And yet itis neceflary
' that thefe things fhould be, and fomething
' there is which 15 to be done and lefc un-
' donc , cfpecially man ovght tofiecpe and
wake,and waik, 2nd ftand, and fpeak and
beGlent, and many other things: which
pruft needs be folong as a man liyeth,

Cuar,




5 That the inner man i

Cuar. 26,

That the inner man is wnmeveably.
 Joyned with God, the outward
man notwitht anding
. moved,

Hisalfoistruly to be obferyed , that
Twhcrc unition befalleth and js tr

made, there immediatly the inper manre.
mayncth unmoveable > ond fufferech his
outward man to be moyed hither and this
ther in thofe things, and to thofe thing
which zre convenient and Beceffary togj
and came to paffe; So thet the out ward
man mayfay, yea, and fay truly, I neythet
will be nor will not be | neyther live, nat
dye, neyther know, ner be igncrant, ney-
ther do nor leave undone, or whatfoeyer of
this kinde , but what is fit and ought tobe
‘ene to, that Iam obedient whether it be
tofuffer or to a¢t any thing * Thus it comes
to_pafle, that the outward man hathno
other caufe nor any thirg clfc which hee

{eck-

i




unmoveably joyned withGod. €%

fecketh but only to fatisfic thecternall will,
for this wee may truly perceive that the

outward man ought to ftand unmoveable,
and that the eutward man ought and muft
move. And although the inner man be

fome caufe of the moving of the outward
man, yet thiscaufc isno other thing bue
that itis neceffary and muft be done by the

decrceof the cternallwill, and where God
il would beoris , therealfothe {aime

thing is done asis to be perecived in Chrifte
‘Alfo where this is inthe divire and pro-

p

ceeding from the divizelight,, there is not

Apirituall pride nes foolfh liberty,or a mind
ticentiors . but a lewly fubmiffion, anda

depeffed, humbte, forrowfil foule, and all

corder, juftice, ‘equality, truth, and whatfo-
ever belonoeth to all vertue.  There muft

a'fo be peace and contentednefic of cltate

- and condition_but if itbeotherwile, s
- not right with man, as is Il where well

more at large fayd : And as truly there is
nothing which may helpe or further this

. uhition, {o 1s there nothing which can hin=

der or avert it but only man himfelfe
through hisownwill. Cuar,




68 Thut noman inthilife

CHaP. 27

That noman in thislifecanbe |

free from pain.
T is both faid and Heard that man oug
'nd may be without paine or grieti
this life, as Chrift was afterhis refurredi
on. And this they go about to confirm
outof thele words of Chrift : 7 will g
before yen 1nto Galtlee, there you [hallf

me; Allo where heelayth , afpirit /mb |

neyther flefb nor bones as yee [ec me bate;
which werds they would thus expound,s

Yen

: 7 -t 37 a v b
yee nave iten ree anaioycweaing rvh\'nl '

was in a morallbody, andin this lifeafia
thie fame manner ye fhallfce me, and Twil

gobefareyou , .and you fhallfollow.mecis |
Galilee , that is, you fhalibothfecleand}
tale (bcing painleflc and immutablely

in what eftate yee (hall live before yee de
thedeathof the body.and fuffes: Andass
you fee me have flefh and bones being fiofs
withftanding free from pains after thefef- |
fame mannet thall you be.alfo in youtcors

poialty




canbe. free from pain.. 69,

orality and your mortall humanity, nct
armed by the death of the body : To this
vanper, of tealoning, it, is, thus, anfwexed,
hrift did. not ordam tharman thould.or
>uld attain unto, this.except hee firft per-
yrmed and {affered allthele things which
vere by Chriftdone and fuffered , and if
shrift obtained nottothis before hiee firfg
aduredand  fuffered thedcath of a bedy.
adall other things that belong thereun:o,
sen fiirely no man, norfhall attain to this:
p lorg as he s mortall and fubjedt to painii
‘ot it this thing had bin the beft and meft:
«cellent thing; orif it could orovght tobe
pat manin thrs life might-attain cheéreun<
»;then farely it (hould fir(t have been per—
rmed inChrift forthe bfe of ‘Cheift was:
ad s che beft ; and moft excellent: Jifey
;',.{'o the belt approved and moftdearetos
Jod ofany that everwisorfhallbe s fince
patthis neyther ought nor could bedone:
A Chirift; ix fhall never happenurcly roa.
Aan in'that mannér; as tolbe trulyithe beftl
;nd moft excellent ¢ Imna(y_bc thovghe ;n'ld,
Mled fo,but thatisno realon v hyt {hou!d
‘edo. Cuar.




That we mnft uﬂder/}wd

Cuar. 28,

“FHow we muft ﬂmie;/fdnd thatte!
i’ jxji man w0 law is 1o ;
‘ be given,

3
i
Tisalfu faid that 2 man can and magf
tranfcend all vertue; all ceremony, ordis :
nanee, commandement, Law and juflicy (
fo'that he may depofe, (hake off and abe-|
Iifh allthefe things ;. here fomthing st |'
and fomthing is not true ; 'which muft b’
thusconfidered , Chrift was-aboye theli]!
of Chrift, and above all yertue, ceremenie !
ordinance &¢. The Devill alfo is aboyel
all thofe, but aftera diyers manner, Chiiff
was and'is above all, dhcfc things, if you
thus undetftand it, all words, deeds, cetesf’
monies, actions and omiffion of a&tions|
filence, {peech, fuchring, and whatfoever |
happened to Chrift was not neceffary !
him neitherdid he ftand in need of them, %
acither did they confer any profit at af
uponhim, and the fame was and is the
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safon of all vertues | ordinances; juftice,
ndthelike; for whatfoever js or might be
ttained unto by thefe things; all that is
“efore in Chriff, and thei8 i readinefle,
ad if you thus underftand the cafe, then

is true in the fame fenfe, thatfaying of
aint Pagl is true andfoto be underfiéod;
yhofe who are endued, carryed ; and lead
¥ the Spiric of God ; ate the fonnes of
od, and not fubje& tothe La W, thefenfe
« Which words is this theyare not to bee
;ught what they fhonld doc or Jeaye un-
pone, leeing, the Spirit. of God which is-
Jeir nftructer: will teach them {tfFcient-
> either is any thing to be commanded
¢ enjoyped them, as to doe good, to fhun
rillor the like, forhe that teachieth them
hat is good or not good ; the fame I
.y, doth command and enjoyne them,
kewife to retayn the beft and quit the
ontrary, andthey obey him accordingly.
Jereupon it is that they need look for no
#AW Or precept , for another reafon alfo
ey need 110 Jaw: by meancs whereof
0 obtayne or get profic to thcmfelvES,
| or




72 110 be given,

for what{eeyer might be-obtained'or got
ten by thefe things or.by:the help of alidg
creatures, ox by fpeech, words, or woiks
cither in eternaltlife; orito.cternall Tife alf
that they have obtained already | ifyo
under{tendthe caufe on thismanner it
trpe that aman may become’ more highy
andéxcellentthenall Laward vertue , ‘af}
2100 then ' the works+ knov\'lcdgc 1
firength of all creatures:  But-if youaffim
thatother; which is; that both oushry
be.done I mean;that both thejife cf,&hiﬂ'
as:alfo all commiandeéments-laws, ordina.
ces and the like ovght to be laid afide, ad
caft off;and to beneglécted contem-
ned and 'derided, then it is.
falle and full of -

lics,




of thetrue and falfe Lights, 73
CuAP, 29.

of the true and falfe Lights, and
*of per[everance in thelife
of Chriit,

N T Ow fome will fay, Tfneyther Chrift
nor any other man can obtaine any
aing , nor reap any profit by the life of
chrift | nor by all Ceremonies and Ordi-
ances . (for whatfoever may be obtai-
«d by thofe things that they have already)
why fhould they not Jeave off to doe thefé
aings? ‘Thisis to be obferved, that there
re twoLights theonea trve, theothera
ilfeTight ; the true Light is the cternall
aght which is God, or ¢lfe itis acreated
sght, which isnotwithftanding Diyine,
¢ 15 called grace, & this is the true Light:
heother is a falfe light , which isthelight
#f Nature or naturall light ; but why the
irft light fhould betrve. and. the other
alfe, 1t may better be obferved thew eithee
written ot fpcken ¢ Nothing appcrtaincth
1@




74 and of perfeverancein
to God as to the Divinity, neyther wi
ror knowledge; rordatisfaétion | nor im? )
thingat allthat can be named, {poken,
or thought ; but.to God, as:God itapper
tayneth that ke lay himiclfe open , . knoys
and love himfalfe, that hee maniflly
himfclfe to himfclfe in himfelfe ; and gl
this s God , and that hee is an effened »
and not an action as being withoutithd;
creature : And in this opening andmand
feftation is the diftin&tion of perfons. Buf |
whete God 2s God s man., or whee
God liveth in fome  Divine or Deifiel
man , there is {ome thing belongiy
rnto God ;  which is only propet. anf
appertayning to him , and. net o tie
ereatiies 4. and God is that in himfek
-wvithout the creature originally or cffen
tially , nor in forme or 2¢ion : andye
Ged would have this fame to be petin
praétice | for therefore it is that it migh
bee conferred to s&ion, and fo exeic:
fed ; * for whit dic hould itbe ? fhoull
it beidle 2 what then (hould it profit?
forthat which is of no ufe is not at s

Now!




. thelifeof Chrift. 75
Now this neyther God nor Nature would
have , But if God would have this cx-
exercifed and brought into ation, and
that this cannot be done without the crea-
rures | it is then neceflary that it thould
be fo done : what then ? IF it were
neyther this mor that ; nor if it were
neyther any workenor adtion or thelike
lw'Kat fhould it be 2 or what fhould
©od himfelf becomne tobe? or what (hould
thee himfelfe be ? Here you muft rcturne
'and ‘abide left by ctawling (as it were)
o farre you bee brought to that paffeas

atIaft not to know which way to
fetuine , of by whatineanes
to creep. backe
again,




That God is one;

Cuar. 30

s That God ¢s one and fimple
' good, and onelytobe

loved, = :

Ow this_is to be obferved , Godas

hee is God, is good and goodneflek

Lclfe, and is neyther this good nor

good, but herefomething is to'be markel

which 1s fome where, eythcrhere or thete,

and thatis not in all ends , nor aboved

ends ot places. Alfo that which is fome.

timesto day or to motrow isnot alwaye,

nor everytime, ncr above all times., and

that which is fome thing eyther this ot

that, is not all things nor above all thingi

Now underftand this after this manner. If

God wete any thing; this, or that, hewat

not ail things , nor above all things as he

is, and {othould not be thetrue perfeétion;

wherefore he is God, and yet is not thisnor
‘that, which the creatures as they are crea- ;
tures arc able 10 know, namie, think orut-
fer




heis, Now if
Tedge, it appertayneth o light and know-

and " fimply good ai 77
ef, therefore if God as heeis good , wete
thisgood or that good hee (hould not be
all good. neyther {hould heebe the fimple
and perfcét g(‘»od,v.'hich rotwithftandng
£ God be 21fo light and know-

ledge, and is proper t0 it to be bright and
to (hine, to appear and know. And be-
canfe God is light and knowledge, it 1s ne-

[ ceffary that he (hine, be bright,and endued
. with knowledge., and all this to fhine and

¢ know is in God without the creatuses, be-
; caufe he is not here asan a&ion , butasan

. offence and beginning, And that it{hould

be doneas an aétion by doing, itis neceffa-
ry that it fhould be done in the creatute,
therefore when this knowledge and light
doth worke in any creature, there itdoth
know and Jearn what it {elfe is , and foit
is good, and therefore it is not this or that,
and further, 1tdoth not know this or that,
but it dothknow and Jeam to know, that
one, true, fimple, pesfeét good , which is
acicher this nor that, butisall good , and
aboveall gcod.

k3 Now




onlyto be loved,
Nouv itis here fayd that he muft leay

thatonelyco-d bt deth ani/ man Jea )’

of himfelfe ? obferve and mar

fois he alfo will, love, juftice andtruth; he

15 2l{0 all vertue | and yet thefe are a]l gpe*
eTencein ‘God . neither ¢an any of thefe |*

be brf)ught into aétion or ex ercife witho
hiecreature for in' God there is Bothing
burt effencéand beginning | rot any 2ction,
Butwhea this oye (which notwithfland.
g is allthefe) (F all in'2ny creature yry
t0 it felfe | and ‘hath power overit , and
doth fo prepare it ;mcf fit it, that it may
know init what budongcth to it felte fo
far forth (May) as thatwme is will and eye,
and 15 tanghe of itfelfel as/je is Iight and
knowlcdgc, neither willeh, 2ny thing byt
thatere which is it felfe, And furthermore,
here isnothing willed or cltcemned; but that
which is good as it is geod | and thatfor
noctherreafon; boe beeayfe e isgood, and
Bot by realon it'is this or tha ; beleved of
this man or that man, and either pleafone
Or gricvons to chis man or chat man {weet

cr

3 : g (]
evenas God is good, knowlcdgc and light |"




That God is one, ¢re. 79

it bitter. and the like, 2 endthcfe things ar®
ot1cg? ‘rded and fought, either foritfclfe,
oras it felfe , alfo all { ¢ Ifocfie and cgoity,
«.and ton‘ & . are here Jefe and £211 to
hc groum fo that itis not faid, loyemny
lfc orthee, or the like , and if love were
“Sl ed whatitloveth, 4t weu Id anfwer, 1
love God,and why? becaufeitis r‘roA “m*
.f'“rf'cod 'uf'm“ it is mect and fight
that it rhCL ub 50 d)tccn.cd and if there
wereany thing 1)’ttvrt‘.(1lco({ that were
" and oug Lt to Be loved fo1 Ged ¢ Therclore
; (“(dun\ not love himielfe as him{cIfe, but
4 “sr'cocl and if Godknow any th lrgb..t—
|ty the .(;(d he would love. that and not
" Jin flfe, fo faris God {rom c*'om ¢ and
" felfacfle peither hath heanyt thing Lono"
| “with it further then s necc ull in tefpect of
theperfons , and this both ought to bee,
andintruth is, 03 divine ond muy(u-
fed man | ctl erivife that man wete nels
ther divine not Ceificd.

E -5 Cuav.




Sa That 4 deiﬁed man

Cuapr, 3
" That a deified man knowerh
noth: » 7 but to love,

Ence it commeth that a deified Mg

& L sindeed indued with pure and yp.
mingled love , and is kind and loving toal]
men , and thereforeit is neeeflary that he
fhould love all men, and al] things  and
that hee fhould wifh well to a]l men | and
allthings'; ‘and that he hould fa vour and
do them any good without putting any dif.
ference; Befides whatfocye you do to 2 g
fied man , whether it be Pleafant, cr trog
blcfome, unable of grievous,or whatfoeye
1tis, yea T will furcher fay, slthovgh may
fhould killfuch a one, and he fhould{oof.
fellreturn to Iife, he would notwithftand-
g heartily love that man who had o ofs
ten flain kim | and although hee had done
hit fo many injurics 2 you can deyife, yet
bewould notwithftanding from his heart
with him well | sefpecthim, and defireall
8ood to befall him, yea and performe all

good




knoweth wothing but feve. 81

good offices to him, {0 as the other were 2~
ble to accept and admit of them. This ray
beobferved and plainly proved in Chsift,
swho frid unto Frdas, that betrayed hum,

' Friend,Wherefore art thow come? As if he
' fhould fay , thou hateft mee andart mine

| caemy | whereas 1 love thee and amthy

¢ friend, and thou defireftand witheft , and

 doftwhat cvill ta methou cyther knoweft

- e

orcanft, whereas poth defire and wifl
well untothee, and would give and o unto
thee willingly all things that be good , if
thou wert able torreceivethem: As if God
fhould oy outof his humanity , Tam the
pure and fimple good & thercfore Ineyther
can, will, defire, wifh,do,or give any thing
but good. And if T muft reward thee
for thy wickedndfe , Tmuft dee it with
good , fecing 1 am uothing clie , nor
have any thing cdfe, Herce 1t is that
God in a deified man defires no reyenge;
nor doth will or do¢ any mufehief, where-
with be is or may beafteéted ; thismay be
fecnin Chirift, whofayd, Faher , Forgive
them, for theykuow #0t what they doe. This

£S5 alfo




82 Adeificd man knoweth, dro, =

alfo isproper to God, that hee compelleth
no man todoe ; or omitt any thing | byt
{ufferech ¢very man according to his owne
mindetodo, or leave undone as well good
asevill things. Neyther will hee tefift any
man, this we may {ce in Chrift who would
not refift or firive againf} his malefadtors,
Andagain, when Saipe Peter; would haye
made refiftance  he fayd,- Peter. prt 5p thy
Jwordnto shy (Fabbard 5 for iv1s neyther
my cuftome nor yours who belof g tomee
torefift by force, firive o compell : Ney-
ther yet cana deified mag vex, (or grievea.
nyman, which 1sthus tobe underfteods
Te never fallech 1nto his will, defice,; or
mmind ro door leaye undone any thing | 1o
fpeak or befilent, whereby he might
breed pamn or grief to any
man.




)

That the will of man 83

Cuar. 3%

That the will of man ispronc 1o
evill jandtherefore o be

for[aken

; SOme man willfay, Ifhe willleth, wifh=

eth. and doth the beit to every mam,

 heought alfo to help every man, and caule

all thirgs to £11 to him according to his
Learts defire. For example , fo as one
michit obtam to be made Pope, anothera
Bifhop, &c. T fiwet, Dethat frpthersthe
w il of man , . helpeth him to the worft
things, for the more that man fclloweth
his own will ,. and ircreafeth in the fame,
fo much the further hie is from God and
thetrue gocd : Now God world willing-
ly helpman and bring him to_that which
is beft. and of iefclfe the belt for man, but
that this fhould cometo maffe it is neceffa-
ry that 2l f 1fvill fhould ceafe (asbefore
path been faid) and thus God wenld wil-
lingly help-man, but as Jong as man doth

{eek




84 1s proneso evill, ere.

feek that which is beft for himfelf, he dot}
not feck that which is bef for himfelf, apg
therefore never findes it, for it both isang
were belt for man neither to feeke nor em.
brace himfelfe nor that which is his, which
God both teacheth and faith. Ifthen, any
man defireto be helped by God, to that
which both init felfe is bet, and akpheft
for man, let him follow the fayings , De-
Etrines and Commandements of God, o
fhall he receive help, there js 10 othet
means, now God teacheth and faith | that
man ouglit to farfake himfelte, and a]l ¢hae
he hath and to follow him > for whofoeves
loveth his owne foule, that is himiclfe,
and will be fiyed and defended, that s, he
whohatha carc of himfelfe and hisown
inthefematters; Le fhallloof his {cule, but
Lewhoregardech not his foule, and loofeth
BothLimfclfe and 411 things belonging to
bim, he fhall faye husfoule, and preferye it
tocterna]l life,

CHap.




of truc bumility, and s

CHAP, 33

. Of true bumility, and (pirituall

powr:ie.

L ND now that which is properte
'_AGod in a deified man isa true, in-
ward and fincere humility, and where that
is not, there is nota deified man,, this
‘Chrift both taughtin his words & works,
andlife, and hence proceedeth this bumnt-
,Llity,bccaufc fuch a man perceiveth by the
itrue light , that which indeed every thing
Jis, and that tobe, tolive, to knew, tobee
cable and the like , doc belong, onely to the
«true God and not to the creaturc. Fora
, creature, as it 1S 2 CrEAture, 1s nothing and
. hath nothing of it felfe , and asfconc asic
, turneth it felfe afice fromn the true God, by
y irs own will, works, &c. theteis nothing.-
but unrighteoutncfic fo ndin it, and thex-
fore this alfo is very tryth indeed , thata
creatige . asit isa creature Of it felfc, is
. worthy of nothing, and hath sight to no-
} thing




86 [pirienall poverry,

thing, neither doth any owe it any thing,
either God or the creat: re, but by rightit
ovghitto obey-and be fubje@ to God, And
And this is the chiefeft mattcr, and efpeci-
ally tobe regarded | therefere that which
ovght 2nd will be obedient and fubje@ un-
to God, eughtalfo; and muft be fubjetto
all creatures’, and that'zs I may  bricfly
Ipeake, notin’ zéticn but in fufferings | of
elfe it is falle |, and from this L@ matter,
and from this laft fenterce, procecdeth tie
bumility, which ifit were not truly fo, and
it this true and divine juftice were not the
beft things Chrift would never haveeithet
taighticby hisword | or performeditly
his life. Andin this confifleth true cone
feffion,and is true ater this manner, that
the creatures ought in regard of divine
grace, and fer juftice fake | bécome fubjid
to God and allerestures and nothing oglt
to be {iibjc& or to obey the creature itfelfe,
yea, allthe creatyres Rave right and clam
agaieftitand unto it, whercas it fcife Lath
right to nothing, or againft arly thing, and
35 ndcbred o aff nothing; beirg indebted

- to

l

-

E

e Soes . smme




That [in omely is comtraryto God. 87

it and this by fuffering , and {ometimes
Ifo by doing : And from hence arifech
pirituall poverty , of whick Chrift faith,
Sle[fed arethe poor ¥ frrit , for theirs is
be Kingdome of Heeve. All thefe things
Chrift tapght in words , and practiied 1n
life.

Cuar. 34
That [in onely is contrary b0 God.

"YUt here fomething 1s to beobferved,
o ) 1¢ i £a1d chat fomething is,20.d may be
{done againft God and that there is fomes
thing which doth grieve him, and make
e forrowfull | we muft know that there
|18 nocreature againft God, or which can’
 procure his gricf ot forrow, in that itis,'of
1 1 that it livech, knoweth, ot can doeany
 thing. what{cever are of this kinde, are not
| centraryto Ged 2 That the devill or man
 liveth is, and the like, 21l this is good, and
preceedeth fiom Ged, for Ged 1s every
wiy allthefe thigs effentially 2nd origi=
nally




28 That finne onely s

nally, GodI fay is the cffenccofaﬂtbijh
whichare, the Jife of eyery thing whig d

liveth , and the wifdome of all thatm{E
wile, forall things have thei being, thei|,
power , their life, andmore truily inGog| .
thenin themfelyes , otherwife God wer
notz2llgood , 2nd therefore 3]l things arg
abolutely geod : Now that which |,
good isbeloved of €; od; “andhe will hay
1t,and therefore itis not co itrary unto him,
What then is grievous , and contraryto |
God? nothing butfin , and whatis
1o other thing byt that the ercaturg wik
Leth otherwiic then God willech , yea, and
contrary to the will of God : Every man
may perceive this-in  himfclfe afier this
mapner , he that willeth othcrwife then]
doe or contrary to that which I doe, Leis
Mine encmie, and hethat willeth the fame
, that I doe , he is my fiiend and deer unto
- mic. Afier the fame monner jtis with
God, youhave here what i is ; and what
18 ¢ nerary to God, and what  deth gueye
and.make hin forron full, keée thercfore

thac walleth otherywife then I doe, creon- 1

traty




contrary toGod., &

rFaryto that which I doe , whatfoeverhe
Yoth or leaveth undone, whether hefpeaks
'¢ holds his peace, all thatis grievous and
‘ontrary to me, and fo in like manner itis
ith God, he that willeth contrary toGod
'yhatfoever he doth or doth not is contrary
"o Godand isfinne, and what will{foever
willeth otherwife then God, thefameis
“entrary to the will of God For Chrift
“aith, He that #s not with mie 35 agamfl me,
“he meaning whereof is this , hethat wil-
“ethnot thefame thing end is not of the
“fame minde with me, he is of 2 will con-
“traryto me. By thefe things aman may
perccive whether he doth commit in or ney
‘and what finis, by whatmeans,, and after
“what manner, {m may of ought to be
‘eorreltedor amended. And this is that wi'l
‘which is faid to be contrary to God, and it
Yis termed difobedience Adam, Egoitie,
Ifelfnefle , our own will, fume, the cld
'man , to turn from God; and to feparate
' our felvesfrom him, and thefe areone and

the famething. v

CuAP.

it




8O ThatGodin himfelfe is

CrHar, 3%l

That God in him(eif is impatiable, &
inman be is patiable, |

“Ow thatisto be obferved that pain, |

N trouble, and difpleafire doth notfulf |
upon God as heeis God , and yet Godjs |
troubled for the finof man. And becaufe |
this cabnot corre to pafie in Cod withot |
thecreatire | it is neceflary that it be done {.
where Codis man | that is, ina deified |
man, But here fin bringeth fo great forrow /|
and gricfe to God, that God would wil- I
~Jingly betormented, and endure corporal] |
death;o as by that means he might butex.”
tinguith chie £ of one man » Ard if it ¥
fhould be demanded whether God hadra. |
ther live, fin remayning, ornot todeftioy |
fin byhis death, Le would anfwer thathee |
would rather dye; for the fin of onemanis:
moregrievousto God; and troubleth i’ |
more then the torment and deatbrof God' |
himidf. Then if ¢

—

1efin of one man grieve
him-




impatiable | in man 91

fim {0 much, what gricf fhall wee thinke

hat he endureth throvgh the fin of man inl

renerall: Here we 'may percciveafterwhat
iimanner man troubleth God by finning. &

shere God is man , or in a deified man,

licte is 116 complaint of any thing but cf
,in, neyther doth any thing lfc caufe gricf;
or whatloever is |, or is done without fin,
ohat God would have and tl at fhould be.
But the complaint of forrow which is for
in, thatis meet and fitting , that it fhould
emayn 1n 2 dcified manuntill the death of
he body, though he {hould live to the Jaf}
day and for ever. From hence did and doth
Janfe the hiddenforrow of Chrift, which
no man can eyther utieror know but erly
Chrift, and therefore itis both called ;" and
\_“,mdccd is2 hidden forrow. Andfurely this
1is a thing proper to God , who will haye
yitfo,and 1s delighted therewith m man,and
s certainly appertayning to God , for it
_deth not belong to man ¢ neyther isicin
~ ans powcr , and where God canattain to
" this he heldeth it moft dearcand accepta=
bletohim , "bue to man it moft bitterand
g sLic-




92 he is_patiable.
grievous. All things which ate heief
down of the propesty of God which
willhave in man in whom, they are exg
cifed, thefe I fay the true light teachethaf
itdoth therefore teach that, man (uph
wwhom itisbeftowed,and in whom itised
ercifed to this end ) might no morecl
Ienge itat hisown , then if himfclfey
rotatall ¢ for by this means at theleng
itdoth appeare that man is not abletod
this, neyther ought it to be attributedi
him.

Curar. 26,

_ That the life of Chrift istobe
loved for 1t [elfe, not
for reward.

Hercfose, wherefoever fich a kineof

' deified man fhould be, or is theze allo
may be and is the beft and exccllonteftlif
and moft acceptable unto God of any that
ever was of fhall be bereafter + and out ﬁf
the




ahat thelifeof Chriftis 93
e eternal love which] oyethGod as gccd
iad for good, and doth alfo love thatin all
hing$ whichis beft and moft excellent on=
. for good, this true and worthy life is o
nuch beloved that it is never forfaken of
isat maa in whomit is,althovgh he fhould
tye evento the laft day, yea, and further it
5 smpofhible that it fhould be forfakenal-
though that man fhould dye 2 thovfand
leaths,and allevils (houldbef: 1l him which
-n befall 21l ereatures he would , Taybe
- nore willing to endure all thefe things then
rfike this excellent life , alchongh hee
tould in exchangc thereof obtayne the life
liof an Angell * And here anfwvet is made
i to the quc{licn,\vhcrc it is asked,ifa man
bya Chriftian life obtayrie nothing more
fior can rayfe any etlierp rofit, what nced
' is there then that he (hould doeany thing ?
This lifcis not followed , to this end that
,; thence profit eught to arife , ot anycther
i, thing be gayned but only in the behalfe o
o love, and the excellency thegeof, alfcbe-
caufe it i deate and acceptable to God ®
Now if apy man willfay, ot think that he

hath

|
i




94 tobeloved forit [elf, dre, |
hath gotten enough of it, or that heemal;
ive'it over, this man doth neyther fee] jef
ﬁnow it, for whereit is truly found and
it can never be forfaken, but hee that hy
the life of Chrifttothiscnd , that theg
he might, deferve or obtayn fowe thins
this man hath it as an hireling ‘and notfy
love,or rathet he hath it not acalls Hed
hath it not in love hath it not,and althoy
he thinks hehaveit, he is deceived, Chl
had this life not for reward byt for low|
and love makes this life eafie and not gtie
yous , caufing it to_paffe away cheerf
and to be willingly born. But ke that dof
not keep it forlove , butfuppoféth thathe
hath i¢ for reward | to him 1t is moft grie-
vous, and hee defires to be foon rid of it
and thifs is the proy erty ofevery hirchrgp
defire and with 2n ‘end of his Tabag:
whereas a true lover toketh neyther paine,
time, ner Isboyr. inill pare; for thiscayfe
1S written toferve God ,.and to]iveto
bim s eafic w0 him that deth it,chis mdecd
15tr¢ to him that doth 2]l things in'loye;
but to Lim that doth them for rewasd, it
i




That God is above all order. -95

sgrieyous * the {ame is to be held -of all
“featurcs and w*cc deeds . and alfo of in-

J:(‘Uty cqm() ‘ndtuul\., 2

CuaAP, 37.

That God # 4bow all order.

T isfayd , and it is true, th hat God 1s a-
bove a]lcuﬂomc me«fuxc.‘nd order:and
oiveth cuftome and erden, and mcafbre to
3 ]1 things, which muft ¢ hus be vnderftcod :
“God 1s wxll‘nf’ to haye all thefe things,
Ubytnotwith Pmndmgl ce cmnothwcthcm
iin himfelfe wichout the creature , for in
God without the creature- there Is ney-
ther ordernor confufion , Rite , nor Cexe-
mony , for this caufe his will is thatthefe
5t thm osﬂ yould be , and that they may and
o"”‘ itto be dene , for where word , ot
b work or 2&ions , as thereis necefliey chiat
¢ thefe fhould be done, eyther according
“toorder, cuftome, meafure, of reafen, or
i without orccre




96 - That God is above all or'der;

Now order and reafon are better g
aore excellent then thefe  things whichs
contrary to them : But now wee muft ol
ferye that there are foure forts of men
doe hold Order , Ceremony and Lay
[ Bifhops, | - Somie do it neyther for goof
nor for any other caufe, but onely by comds
puliion, and thefe indeed doe as litdeal!
they can, and that which they doe is bigf!
and gricvous unto them. | 2 Papiffiad]
Pyuritans,| Others doeit for reward, al]|
thofe are they who ¥now no other thi
butthe fame, and doe that man may s
ought to obtain and deferve the Kingden|'
ofGod and eternall life, after this manne:
and by no other means, and that he whf
performieth the moft o thefe things isblek)
fed, and he thatdoth omit or neglectan|
of them is damned, and thefe men ufe great|
pains and diligence herein, yet it is a birter|
thing untothem. (3 Twice dead Libee
tines,| The third fort are evill and falle
pirits, who thinke and fay they arepes
fct, and thatth ey ftand in no necd of tliele
ehings, and therfore hold them in féé-thcd
4
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Sandderifion, [4 Chriffisns,| Thefourth
tore are fuch who are 'filléd with 2 true
tlighe, aitd doe not thefe things for reward,
ufor they defirefiot to obtain any thing by
i them, or to attain any thing by their help.
 But wh:ztii,cvcrrhing they performe con-
icertiing thelethey doe it out of Jove's ‘'And
sthelemen are not i carefull'how many of
ethefe things; cr how foon they do them bue
ihowwell, and: that they ‘tay be dene in
ipeace and meafure + ‘And if by chance it
thappen thatany of the'corthie likebeneg2
dected ; shey dée not thetefore £il] into des
i{paire, for theyknow very well thatorder
yand reafon are better and of more efteemne
thenany thing thatis done'without rea (i n,
stherefore they will obferve order , and yet
hey know thae happincffe isinot: placed
herein: Andthercfire they.are not {b much
.trontled 4s others.are, and they are blamed
,and contemned of all otherSe@s : For the
sirelings (ay, thefe men do altegether neg-
Je& thewfelyes, andfomctimes they fay that
chrhe'y'a 1€ wicked and thelike ; others who
[Are of a free piric fay,in a feoffing manrilcr,
thag




98 That God is above all ovder,
that they behavethemlelves faolifhly, and
the like. But they themfclves doe hold
that which is the meanc and the beft | for
one lover of God is better and dearerto
God then a hundred thoufand hirelings
and we ought toheld the like opinion of

their works. This alfo is to be obferved}

that the commandement, {peech, andaf
(the do&rine of God doetend to this put-

@Poic, that the inward manmay be joyrd

to God, which when itcomes to'paffe tit
outward man is-fo well ordered andinfins

&ted by the inner mam, that ideed kel

@fands not tn need of any: outward precyt
or dotrine.  But the precepts and lawsd

men belong tothe: outwvard ‘man ; andate '

neceflary, where  bettet: chings: are un
known,; for thefe men afe ignorant'citld
what to-doe-ormot to doe , {0 as if difee
pline be wanting, men become liketo degs
andotherbeattss ! | ;
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& The defcription of the

i lfe /Ig/nf
o made mentiof of a falfelight,
thereo f as
‘ m(hﬂnmggm Ropez 1011:_,(!21’) to
I : veris con-
4 [ 3ing to the
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it willthata-
ity ~ o be decei-
it th deceive
B [ deceive no
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1 aaeasas {o you may
Wi /—‘/c’ﬂ%\]mx marke

kehis the ight1sGod and fome divine
hing, the falfc Iight is man or fome nat-
rall thicg. Now itispioper to God notto

tbx-.tl'is or that | neyth: erto w ill, defire or
fecke this or that in 2 deified nizn bur good

asgood, and for 1o other ching But fox
F 2 good i




98 That God is above all ovder.
that they behavethemlelves foolifhly, and
the like. But they themiclves doe hold
that which is the meanc and the beft , for
one lover of God is better and dearerto
God then a hundred thoufand hirclings,
and we ought to held the like opinion of
their yworks. This alfo is to be obferyed
that the commandervent, {peech; andall

. ™ |0 God, which when itcomes to'paffe,the
outward man is-fowell ordered andinfini
&ted by the inner mam, that indeed Kee
{tands not 1n need of any: dutward precegt
or doftrine.  But the precepts and lawsif
\ men belong to,the: outward man ; andate
neceflary . where bettet: chings* are s
known,; for thefe men 2fe ignorant/cithe
whattodoe crnot to doe , o a8 if dife
pline be wanting, men become liketo degs
andotherbeattss ' 3108

" (thedoctrine of God doe tend to this put |
i | ;5= pole, thatthe inward manmay be joyned |
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Cuar, 38,
The defcription of the
alfe light,

Aving made mention of a falfelight,
iome thing mufl be {poken thclccfae
“hat it is, and wh arpropc'h belengeth to
‘t:Know therefore that whatfoever is con-
iraryto thetruclight | is belonging to the

"'Ifnhght ? Itis agencra ln.‘f ry of the

Lrnchght notto (’cccuc nor to wilthata-
4y (hould be deceived, neyther to be decei-

lred it fclfe. Butthe fa l’clmh' u,m deceive

ind is deceived. For Ged will deceive no
‘man , peyther can hee bew 1l g that any
iman ﬂwon Id be deceived. And (o you may
“"""oc alio ¢f the trve light. Now marke
this the rrue Light s God and fome divine
hing, the falfl | hight is man or fome natu-
rall thicg. Now itispioper to God notto
bc this or that | ney tl erto will, defire or
fecke this or that in 2 deified tian but good
asgood, amd for no other thing bvtf X
2N good 3




“Alfoit is proper t6 the creature and me
ture to be fome thing this, or that | andi
hold fomethivg in eftimation , and tode
{ire eyther this orthat : neyther dothife
loye that which is meerly good., g
good and for good , but for fome ¢t
;lzing , this or that, And eymas Gl
and thetrie Jight 1s vovd of ell Egoyty]
{elfiefle, and feeking it {cIf; {o the properf
and nature, of thenaturall, falfe lightistof
be I, my felf, mee &c. o as it fecks it feltf
atid its own in 2ll things more then gooll!
asit isgood this is proper to it andthef
nature of cvery one. I
Now let this be obferyed wherefoeye}
this lightis at the firft deccived, it doth mﬁj
will nor cheefe aiy good as good andfoff
gcod , but it willeth and choofeth itfeligh
and its owne s the beft, whichis falfhcad
and the firft deceiving. It doth alfo fups|
pole that itis that which it is not , foritf
doth figpote itfelfeto be gcod being nodl
thing but'nature, and fuppofing it felftobe}

J
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aod, it challengath to it {elf that which is
roper to God,and not that which belong-
th to God as God is man , or asheeisin
sme deified man ; But it challengeth to it
elfethat which belongethto God , and 1
iroper to him as hee 1s God without the
weature for ever and ever : For(as itis faid
mefore) God is not poor , neyther wanteth
seany thing he is free without bufineflc,at
ierty above all things, &e. All whichare
+ue, heisalfo immoveable , neyther doth
«ee challenge any thing to himfclfe, hee is
without Religion ;, and whatfoever hee

(othis jult, After the fame manner (fayth
aefalfe ight) will Talfo be , for the liker
1atany oneis to God , fomuch is hee alfo
ae better, wherefore itfayth, T'will belike
“:_ma God,nay, I will [regmd, and [it necre
i10d, Twill I [ay, be like to bim as Lucifor
e Devill did.
¢ God is everlaftingly without pain, pai-
onand trouble , o that nothing can bec
cone which is grieyous to him,or can pro-
1re his payn, but where God isman, - or
‘nany deified man the matteris far other-

vife. F 3 Laft-
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Laftly, whatfoeyer can be deceived &
deceved by this filfe light :* And feein
whatfoever is not God o Divine mayhe
deceived, and fince that this Iight is nature
it fclfe , 1t commerh to paffethat itmay be
decerved : thereforeitis deceived, andall
deceived of it felf.

Some williry , how comes it paffe that
whaifoever can be deceived is deceivedd
it felf; This doth procced from the grea
and unmeafurable crafrineffe thereof s For
it is fofubtle,” deceitfull | and njmble of
{clf, thatit 2fcendeth and edimbethio h_i%h,

asto fuppefe it felfe to be aboye men, that]

ncyther nature nor apy creature can poffis
bly mount fo high ; for this caufe it fuppo-
{eth it feltto be Godsthen therefore it doth
arrogatc to it felte allthings which bclong'
0 God,and efecially asGod is in eternity,
andnot as God is man : For this caufeif
thinketh 1t {elf to be above all word,work,
cnftome, order, and even aboye thecorpo:
ralllife of Chrift svhich hee did lead in his
humanity : And therefore it refufethto be
touched of any creature , or the weorksof

e
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the ereatures shether they be good or evil,

| or whether they beagainft God or other-
! wife, all thefeit accountethalike, and will
| befreed fromthem, as if it were the cter-
! nall God, But allother things which ate

belenging to God and to nocreature, it

doth arrogate to it felfe as if it were wor-
* thyof all things ; and as if it were meet

M. — S

D " -
and right that all the creatures {hould ferve

and be fubjeét to it.
Thus it comes to paffe thatthere remay-
neth neyther forrow, paffiens, nor troubles

| forany etherthing or caufe , butonlythe
P < | 3

fcdmg of the body and fences which muft
remayne nicill the death of the body, and
whatfoever payne can arife from thence’s
Yea, it doth fay and fuppofe that man is
and ought to be without payne and un-
touched , as Chrift was after his Refur-
re&tion,

There are many other and wonderfull
crrours which deeproceed hence, Secing
then that this falfe light is nature, it hath
the fame property that nature hath, thatis,
to admire and feck it felf and its own inall

F 4 things,
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things, and that which isbef} and fwéeteft
to nature it {elf, and becaufe itis deceived,
irdoth thinke and fay, that whatfoeveris
beft, fiweeteft and fitteft for it felfe , thagis
the beft of all other things, and itdoth fay,
that it is beft of all, that every man fliopld
fecke, doe and will that whichis beft fo
kimfclf: it knowethino other good but its
ewn and that whichis beft for it felf st
fuppofeth : But if you fpeak unto it of the
true and fimple good, which is neyther this
worthat it knoweth not what it is buton-
Ivlaugheth it to feom 3 which indeedis
fiting tobe o, for nature as it is nature
cinnot atiayn to it » Therefre fecing  this
lizheis meerly nat:re, -and cannot preceed
{o far, )
Ths falfe light doth alfo fay that it hath
furmounted both Religion and confeicece,
and what{oever it dozh is right:In {o much
that a certain falfe light, libertine {piritdid
fay, ftanding in this errour , that although
hee had {lan ten thoufand men hee would
make no more confcience of it then if hee

bhad killed 2 dog.
‘ Bricfly
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Brieflytl s falfe and deceived light doth
flyéal! (lum s that are contrary and gtic-
vous tonature, and this is proper unto it,
becaufe it is nature; and being fo deccived
as that it fuppoleth it felfe'to beGed, it
doubted not[of\.‘\c re by all the Saints that
it knoweth the thing which isbeft, and
hath hisexiftenceinic, fo that itonly ex-
tolleth and fecketh that which is beft of alls
Thus it comes to paffe that it never eyther
be amended or thought more then theDe-
vill himfelf.

Confider thisalfo, that this light doth
fuppofec it felfe to be God , and arrogateth
thefame to it {cIf & herein it is Lucifer the
Devill, & whereas it doth rejet thelife of
. Chrift| and many other things belonging to
" thetrue good, and fuch as were t'u'OH and
’ bclovcd of Cl tift, it is Antichrift 1ccmg i
doth teach andhvc againft Chnﬁ : And
even as this light 1s deceived by itsowne
fubtilty , fo likewile all things are deecived
by it, which are nc;,t 1er G(d por Divine;
that is, all men who arenot illuminated of

the true light and the love thereof : for
Fs who-
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whofoever are illuminated of the true light
they are neyer deccived , but whofcever
hath it not , and yet is{o affcéted, asthat
hee will walk with this fzlfe lightand res
mayn in ic, he 1s deceiveds And thiscomes
to pafic, becaufe all men that arein that
light which is not true , are turned into
themfclyes, and doe eftcem themfelves, and
that which is profitableand fit for them to
be the chicfelt good ; and if any man will
commend and proround that unto, them
for the chiefcft goed, and will help them to
it and reach them how to get i, him they
fellow and elfeem a5 their Mafier.

Now this falfe light doth teach all things
belonging thereunto, and thereforeall men
follow it, who know not the truelighs, fo
itcomes to pafie that they aredecciyed both
t(‘-gcth(.‘l".

It 1sfaid of Antichrift, that when hee
commeth, and all that bave not the feal of
God thli foliow him, thofc which haye.it
fhall notfollow him | and that isthe fame
light 2 this 15 true indeed , of 2y wioncan
attayn to that which is beft for himfelfe,

Vi
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wiz. that which is beft, to Godiard, tha®
isexcellent, but this is not done {o lono a8
man fecketh and loveth that which is beft
for himfelf for to the end hee may find and
obtavne that which is befk for hunfelf, it is
ncccﬁ'ary that hee fitft Jof: that which s
beft forhiinfelf as' hath been alreadyfayd
Butif aman bewilling to forfike and lofe
that which is bef} fér himfelf to the end he
may find that which 18 beft, béft for him-
felfe , this again is falfe’; therefore there
arebutfew that can eome into this way.

This falfe hght fayth | that a manovght
to be void of Religion , and ‘that hee1s a
fool and a block who maketh any account
thereof , and that it would prove from
Chrift who was void: of Religion to the
which anfwer is made, thatthic Devill alfo
is void'ef Religion yet hee isno whit the
betrer forbeing fo.

Underftand therefore what Religion is,
Religion iswhen it 15 acknowledged that
manis avesfe or diverted fromiGod by his
ownwill{which both istruly namedand
called{in)and thatthis was nmans faule and’

nog




108 The defiriptionef the, cre.
not Geds : for God is free from all fault of
finning , who is he therefore that knoweth
himfeltto be guildefle except Chrilt along
and lome few befides 2 (know that whofox

ever is void of Religion is eyther Chrift o,

theDevill: In a word, . wherefoever the
tue lightis there isalfo a true and upright
life which is aceeptable & belovedof Gods

And althouglritbe not the life of Chrifk in,

perfcétion; yet notwithftanding it 1s recti-
fled and framed to' the imitation of him

and fuch a onc loveth the life of Chrift and

whatfoever properly belongeth to reafon,
orderand allvertes ; In this life (1 fay) all
iclinelfe, I, myne; &c. perifheth.

- Lafily,nothing is in it admired or foughe
but only good for geed , and asiic is
good., But where the falfe lightis , there
is no regard had eyther of Chrift orall

vertues | %ut that is {ought and beloved,

which 1s fitting and ‘pleafing to nature,

hence proceedeth falfe and inordinate Ji<;
berty,whereby man becommeth {ecureand,,

negligent in . and of every thing : Fox the

tiue light is thefeed of God, and therefore |
i a7, brings
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{ brings' forth the frvit of God | the/falfe
¢ lightis the {eed of the Dewll, 21id where it
1 15 {fowne there alfo, the fruitof the Devill
¢ andthe Devill himfelf increafedh s This may
bcpcrccived and underftcod by the words
1 and arguments formerly fetdown.

HICHRRES AL SRR S S -

Cuar, 29

Who and what a de:’ﬁezl
Wan s,

{ J T might be demanded who s, orwhat
is adeified, or a divine man ? whereuna

¢ 1 anfwer, hee who isilluminated with the
. eternall and divine love is a divincanda
s deified man : And of this ligi;t wee haye
' made fome mention heretoforé, But wee
¢ muft know thatlight and knowledge is fit
s for nothing, nor is any thing witnout love
, which may here be perecived . that al-
s though:a man very w ell know what ver-
tue or viceis; yet except helove vertue, be
becommeth not , neyther is endued with
vertue,
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vertue , - but leaving vertue hee followeth
vice. Butif heembrace vertue then he fols
loweth 1t, ard this love caufeth himto be. |
come an ene.ny tovice infiich manner tha |
lic caunot only not entertain nor commi
fin, bur alfo maketh him to hate itinal} |!
men; yea, he doth fo far love vertue thathe !
¢ nnot be at reft except he doth exercife or !
enjoy it as mwich as heemay |, and thatfor
ne othercaufe but for thae hee loveth ver- It
tic, and vertve it{c!f is 2 reward to hum, I*
with cojoving of which hee refts fowell
contentedt as that hee will not exchangs_ |
her ferany treafure. 2
This s he who becommeth and isavets
twousman, & Fe chat is truly endued with |
: vertee, wonld not for the whole wotld be §
B 1t bereaved of verrue: Nay, lice had rather |
i dieamifcrable death. |
We may freck thie like of Juftice, molt '
men know 1 ffciently whet 1s juffice | yer'
docthey tor becomie juft for they lovenot
Jitice, and cherefore theyeserile vieeand'
irgufticefor it they loved juftice theycould
doc nothirg which were.unjuft for they
" would

Ty e
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would hate and become fiich enemies to
irjullice as thae if they fhovld perceive

| tinapy man, theywould willingly fiffer

and 2&t great matters, whetcby injuflice
might be root¢d cut and man become jnft,
and had rather dic then doe any unjuft

. thing , and all thefe they would ‘doe for

no oiker caufe ner end but the leve of ju-
ftice , and juftice fhould be their reward,
and . Fciently recompence them. Sucha
ore becammeth | and 1.2 joft men ; who
hadrather dica hundred times theg five L

y Julily.

The like may be f2id of truth, although
2man krew in many things whatistrue
and falfc , yet if he loye not thetrith, he is
not a true man, 20d if be doeloveit | then,

o that befalleth hiyu which isfaid of juftice.

Ifsich {peaketh of juftice when he faith,

, Weeto tlem thar ave of a dewble [priit,

thefc are they who evtwardly ferve God,
bur, v axdly 2xc £ Lof sies,in whole mouth

alyg is found.
Herewe may Icamithot knewledge and
skill being veid of oye 15 of no u.urta;t.
The
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The like is alfo underftood ‘of the deyill
who knoweth and underffandeth evilland
good. juft anduinyft, truth and Falfehoed,
&c. Butbecaufe he loveth 'not the good
which be knoweth | Le becommeth not
good, which furely he would if* he covld
love thestruth, - arid other good thingsand
vertues, which he knoweth's Tt is truem-
deed ;that Joye and knowledge ought to be
taught,, but iflove doe not follow know-
ledgeand accompany it, nothing is gained,

Andfuchis the confideration of good, " 1
and of his nature, and of thote things that* |
appertaiito him , that if any man have
great knowledge of Ged |, and of hisna-
ture, and thinks thathe knoweth and un-
derftandeth whatGodis, except he beens |
dued with love, he cannot become divine
ordeificd : But 1f hehave true love, itis
certain that fuch aman doth deave unto
God, and forfaketh all fuch things asare
notGod, nor appertaining to God , and
that he doth hate, and is at enmiry with
all fuch things not enduring them , being
grieyous to him ; and this love doth fo
joyne
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,Joyne 2 man to God , that he can never be
feparatcd from him,

CraAPr. 4o.

Whether God may bé known, and
yet not leved,

Ercea queftion arifeth |, becaufe it is

(2id hethat knoweth God not , and

" Joveth him not, can never be bleffed. From
this kinde of knowledge the queftionari-
feth , what kinde of knowledge that is

* whereby God may be known and yet not
“loved, feeing 1t is faid clfewhere, that
" wwhete God 1s known | he there alfo is lc-
* yed. and that he that doth know God,doth
" alfo neceflarily love him. how then can
" thefe contrary things agree together 2 un-
' to which Tanfwer , that here again fome-
* thing is to be cbfcrved : We have for-
" merly fpoken of two lights , a true anda
! falfe, after the fame manner we muftdif=
| cerne
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cerne that there 15 2 double Jove, a trie one
and a falfe one, both which muft be taught
& brovghtunto us by fome light cr know-
iedge : Now the true lighe worketh erge
love, and the falfe light falfe love, for that
which the folfe Light doth-acconnt tobee
beft, the fame 1t doth propound, and pet-
fwadeto be loved as the bt and love

doth follow and obey what it comman. |

deth. Nowit is formerly tanght thatthe |

falfe light is naturall and nature, fo o
whatfoever is proper and belorgmg tojiis

turcis proper and belonging to it, as [, |

mine, tome, this, that, this mans &e. It
is neceflary therefore it fhould be deceived
and falfe initfelfe , for I » OF mineneyer
commeth to the true light or knowledge
undeccived, except oncly one which isthe
divine perfons. And to the end we may,
come tothe knowledge of the fimple truth,
itis neceflary thatall thefe perith, This
allo isone fpeciall propesty belonging to
the maturall falfe light , that it defireth to

knowall things ific be pofible , and con-

cetveth much joy and pleafure | boafling in
: its
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itsknowledge and learning | def ring al+
ways to know more and mcre, znd yer
never is contented therewith | and the more
or higher things it knoweth , the greater
occafion it taketh of Joy and boafling, anc
whenitis come to fo great he:ghth that
it fuppofethitknows all things , and more
then all, then is itin the highelt pleaiure,
and triumph accounting that knowledge
as the molt beft and excellent thing , and
therefore itteacheth that knowledge and
learning ought to be loved as the moft beft
and excellent thing. And thus it comes t@
paffc that knowledge and learning is molg
effecmed of then the thing it ielfe which is
known for the naturall and falfe ightdoth
bette: love its knowledge & learning (that
is, it fclfe) then that feifefane thing which
is knowne, asif it were poflible that the
fame naturall light could know Ged , and
the impletuthas it is m God & in truth,
yet notwith{tanding it would not deparg
from its own propesty , that 1s, fromit

{clfe and its own.
After this manneris knowledge withous
the
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thelove of that yhich is knowtie of hath
been knowne : and thus it climbeth and
creepeth to fuch an height that it fippofeth
it {clfetoknow God 2nd the'true and fim-
pletruth, and fo it loveth it felfe in'i [elfe,
Surely God is knowne of ncthing but of
God ; and becaufe this light fippofeth that
it knoweth good, it perfwadeth it fclfalfo
that it isGed, 4nd boafteth itfelf as God,
and willing to be cftcemed God, thinking

itfelfworthy ef allthings , and to haye
rightoverall things, and that it hath over-

comeand conqueredall things, &c. Yea,s
andit{corneth Chrift himfelfe and the [ife

of Chrift,and all other things for it would

not be Chrift but God eternall, the reafon

of thisis, becaufe that Chrift and his life js

contrary and burthenforme t0 21l nature,and

therefore naturecannot beare it but would

be God for ever and notman, yet would it

willingly be Chrift ashee isnow affer his

tefurtection for all this 1s eafie and pleafzne
and comfortable tonature therefore natvre
eftectns jtbelt becaufe it feemeth beft for
her felfe.

Scme
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Some thing is known, but yet not loved
of this fulfe ight. and of J:is falfe and de-
ceitfull love l)h}\"(\\\ cC Q a ."IC 1‘0 1s
more loved then the 'hxr(‘ it felfe \\L chis
known.

Therc is 2lfo knewledge whi ich is called
Science |, and yet hnoc%c.ﬂ ce,and this is
when a man fuppefeth by heesing reading,
and fome fingy 1 r ki (;\\lu geand { learning,
many things are known to him the x\}nch
is called Science, and fayth | that it know-
cth this or dm. And if you aske him
w herce heknoweth it Fewilimakeanfiver
that he hach read itinbocks, &c. And this
isterned knowledge and fcience, &c. but
it is belicfe cnd n ot fererce otknow ledge,
and by this furm and knowledgemz ny
things are underftood and knowne which
arenot covered. Thereisalio a love which
is altogether falfe, 2s when any thing islo-
ved ferreward | as \\l*"namanlovcth Ju-
ftce to theend he mig ght obrayn fomet hing
byit, &c. Alfo wh en any Creature lov th
another forfometh ng of his own,crif the

creature do love ()od{cr {fome end : Tken
all




118  and yet notloved.

all chefe thingsare f-1fe, & thislove ismoft
Frorer tonatureas it is nature, nexther can
Hawreas jtis nature, know or performeza
ny otherlove then this, for if 2ny one were
able to percive this nature as it is natute,
foveth nothing bue itfelie, by this nicans |
fomething is acknowledged to be good and
rot loved.  But the rruc love is tavghtand
dirccted by the triel:ght and knowledge, |
and thetroeeternalland divine light teach- |
eth love to love nothing clf® but the'tmue
funpleand peifedt good, and that for noo-
t ercaufe bur for good, not that it defireth
to havethis | or that, o any thing fromit
by way of reward, but only fer théloveof |
good, and becarfe it is good 2nd ouglitde-
fervecly to beloved. Thatwhich 1s thus
known of ihe truelight muef! 21{0 neceffa-
r'ly be loved of tl ¢ true lovi :Now the pet-
£:& good cornot be knowr but of the true
truelight | and the refore mult necds beloa
ved wlien it is knoyn,

CHA’:
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CuAP. 41,

of the true love of God,

I THis alfo is to be obferved in what
v man foever the que light erthe rue
idove is, in him thetrveand perfedt good
i isknown and leved of it fclfe , and this 18
dorie nor that heeloveth itashinfelf oras
4 from himfelf, bur as ie is the true and imple
u good ¢ and furcly that which is perfct,
neythm can not will love any thicg fo far
¢ forth 2s it is feved of it but the only true
r good, and breaufe it lelf is thatfamething,
o it neceflarily followeth that it felfe (houid
o Yoveic flf) yet not it felf as itfelf) porof it
4 [df g5 of iv{ef, burto andin{iech manner
¢ as onc 2nd the true goed doths love one true
n perfcét gocd. And as the onc trie and per-
y feét gcod * And herenpon it is found and 1s
true thee God doth sot Jove humifelt, as
hurfc'f | forif thefe were any better then
God, Godworldtove it snd not himfelfs
Fer m chistriie Tghit and in chistruelove,

thete

il
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thereneyther remayneth | or myne), orte §
me, or thou, cx thyne, orany fich thing s

butthe light knoweth and underfandeth I
thatonegood-whicht 1s alf good and sboye f
allgcod , and all things aretruly goodin |
this cne, and withoutthis cnie thexe is-nolli
good. Thicrefore here, this » or that, Tord
thou, or the like, isnotloyed, but only thag®
which is neythicr I northou, this_ricr that; %
apd in it cvery goed is loved as the only*
good as it is {2yd, all in one asin one, and ™
one in allasinall, and cne andall g
isloved by one in one,or by thelove of one,
for the loye that 1s born to one. Hereitisl
neceflary that all Egoyty, myne, {clfnefle, §
and the like fhould wholy perifh and be!
forfaken , and this belongeth properly o
‘God, excepting whar belongeth to the pess
fomliry. z
Whatloeyer therefore commeth to paffel
inaman who is truly deified cycher by dos %
ing or fuffering, the fame comes to pafle in §
this light orin this loye andfrom 'thc'ﬁ;lilf'
‘and by the fame] 2hd 2 gain into the fame;
hencé it followeth that man js ;ontcnt}*ﬁ \
- “'1[
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with it, and giveth over his defire to know
more or lefle. or to have, liye, dye. or not
tobe, &c. allthefe things are effected and
areoncand the fame, neyther is here any
thing blaired but only fin, ‘and whatfin 16,
is'{ormcrly fayd : For it is fin to will other-
wile then the fimple and perfcét good , or
the cne and etcrnally will | and to will any
:thirg without 1t or againftit, or otherwifc
+hen that only will would * whatfoeyer
Moceedeth thence asto Jye inj flice, fraud,
ind al] vices. Finally, whatfoeveris, and
$called (in, commeth hence that man wil.
£th otherwife then God the true good 2
=or if there were no will but this only one,
ere woilld be 1o fin committed,  There-
ore we may well ay that all our own will
#6in , and that (in'is nothing ‘elfe bur that
vhich preceedeth from our own'will and
i is only that whereofa trie deified man
foth' complaine , and’indeed hee isfo far

feved and moved with | as that if
fich 2 man wercto endure 2 hundred in=
Amous cruell ‘deaths » hee would not fo
auch complainor grieve as for fin.. And
| G this
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120  Of the true love of God.

this muft of receflity continue fo vntill the
death of the body,where fuch a one fs wan-
ting, there furely is not a divine ot deified |/
man.  Therefore after that in this light
and in'this love, all good is loved inone,|*
andas one, ‘and one inalland inall things*
¢ one and 78 all | it followeth neceflalg”
e whaddever hath'a good name fhoull”
alo be loved 4s vertue, crder, integrity, jus"
fhice, truth &c. Briefly whatfoever belongs
eth to God as the ttue good being propatd”
it thé fame is beloved and commended
it 7 And‘ whatidéver is contrary hereunto
voyd of this breedeth payn and torment,
and isBlamed 2sfin: And in what mjf‘
focver this is beloyed in the true lighta :
true fove, he leadeth the moft cxcellentand!
bett lifc of any that ever was or fhallbe §
and thercfore this is to be affected and
prayfed above all other lives: This w
and is 11 Chrift moft perfect;otherwifehd
could not be Chrift, and this loye of whid
“all this excellene Jife and all good isloved
‘eaufech all whatfoéver is mecs, conyenient

P
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‘paffe to be willingly and frc Iy done and
| fui’ff’l(/‘ , though it be or-might be gric-
\ol's LO.NAatuIE,

Againe, Chrift rlyth 7![7 yoke s eafie,
and my [/:w enlight th1s is wrorght by
that lcve which loveth this (\ccllr nt life,

jand e is a apparant in the ‘A poftles X Mar-
ityis who {uffered’ willin gly and prClllJV
whatfcever th ey were to fuffer ¢ neyther
vdid they defire of God thatthe torment
.'f and payn mizhe be fhortned and madeea-
fcule{'& but only that they mightabice
ﬁrmc and conh nt. Andfurely whatfoerer
is.propet to thedivinelove in 2 truly deited
. man. the fame is 1omnplc right.and pdm
. . that it c2 never be pIaany and truy ex-
refled & wistten ncythcr canit be lnown
“Dut only where it is 3 and where .t isnpt
41t cannot b(lo\cd mi'ch Jeffe knawn,
f." Agunc naturalllife , whee thereisa
erafty nimble and uncertayne natureis {o
2 manifold and Inrrcate tharit always fecks
-~ and tinds siany ¢ornerso f falfhoeds ; de-
“elts, and tha ronl foricfelf , foastharit
Cannotbc cx;rc{ dor writtells Sccmc’thm

Ga fal-
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falfhood isdeecived, and every deceit dath
firlt deceive itfelf it follows that thefame
thing mutbef:1l'the falfe fight , and loyel
for hee that deccivethsfilfe himfelf, asif
clfwhere fayd ;” And whatfoever is propet |
to the Devill and belongs to him ishicwife
in this life and light and in the love thereqf
infomuch that there 1s no difference bed'
tween them, and therefore this falfe light
thedevil, & the devil is the fclf- fame light
This may here appeare, even as the Dey
dothfuppofe himfelfto be God , or atles
would willingly be accounted God of ¢a
{tremed as God, and is n all this deceiveds
foit commeth to pafle likewife in thefall
ligitandin the love and life thereof, And
~as tie Devill would willingly deceivea
"'men, and ‘draw them to him and tohi
“properies, making them like tohimfelfe
and ulthy many ares and deyices to the
end, fo thefame ¢Omies to pafle likewifem
- thislight "Aiid asnoman can thruftthe
Dc_vx’l out ofliis poffeflion evenfo the Jike :
befalletiherd, Al this procce_i’;é,t\i hm
that the Devilland Natire both, ixﬁagl;!é




Ofthe trucloveof God. . 13 5
nd perfivade themfelves that they are not
eceived. but rather thar they are in very
ood eftate, which trvly istheworft and
noft-hurtfull errour thatcan be. Therefore
heDeviland hatiire ave oneé and'the £ me 3
wercome nature ,*and yea overcome the
Jevill and vanquifh him | and as long as
ature is unconquered ; ‘the Devillis alfo
peonquered , Whetherthis be refesred to
worldly orfpiritall ife, yetalf this] ght
mayneth f2 ifeand cbrovicols; being it elf
eeeivedand erfoneor s being irtelfe decei~
edand deceiving others alio of it can, By
sabwhich is{ormerly faid it may cvident<
be underffood andknown, ‘that there is
odiffercrice when and wherte thereis any
‘eechmadeof Adum | difobedience , the
'd man, cgoity , every mans own will
R, appetite, 1, mine nature, and fal(®
e, the devill and fin , all thefe are on
‘dthe{ame thing, all this isagainft Go
“d withont God. <

0
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T hay there s noshing

' Cu AP, 43
¢ That there 5 nothing contrary )
' to God but mansown | |,
Y] AR

T Ut if now any ong aske whether ther r‘n[
) be any thing contxary to God andthe ,
true good ? 1 an{wer, that thexe isnothing ,
cither conttary t0God, norwithoutfed
but onely towilosherwike then the erernall
will willeth. I theu willeft any thingod.
therwife then the cternall will willeth;that 4
3§ contrary:to the eternallsvill i ’
Now the eternall yvill, willeth, and te
quircth that nothing (hould be walledot
loved, but oncly the true good, andif
thing be done otherwite that 1s contgat
toit. Hence itis , that this {ayingis
thar he who is not with Godyds agal
God : but in very deed, nothingasagal
God or the true good , which 1s thusto
underltood , as if God had faid, hee the
willeth of himielfe without e, or wille




contraryto God, 527

potas I doe , he willeth againft me, for
my will isthatno man {hould will others
wife then I doe or withont me , and there
ought to be no will without my will, as
without e there is neither effence nog
life. rexther thispor that, {o ought there
alfo to be no will, without me or without
my will and truly,asall things which are,
are indeed one and the fame in true effence,
and cvery gO()ti is one g(;mi_. neither can
any thing be without that one, {0 -alfoe
ought all wils to be one will in‘ene pcxfc&
will, neither ovght any will to be wathout
ihis one, when therefore 1t is otherwife ; 1¢
jis unjult, contrary to Godiand hus will and

therefore fin. >
Youfec iy hath been formerly faid; that
every will which is yoid of the wil of God,
thatus, every proper will; and whatfoever
praceedeth from the felfe willis finne | fo
Jong as man feeketh hisown good , and
.that which is beft for himnfclfe as his own,
-to himleltz, and as of himfelfe, he doth ne-
vet finde it foraslong asthis is done, man
fecks not that whichis beft for humfelfe,
G 4 and




128 but mans own will,

and thercfore 15 fir from finding it: For \*

fo long as man is thus affected he feeks
himfclfe, and fuppoleth himfelfe tobe the
beft - and becaufe man is not the beft {o
long as heeeks himfelfe.

Butin what man{oever, good is fought,
loved, and refpected as good,and for good,

loveof good , not as from me, I, miue, to

mc, ot forme, Xc. there is it found , for

that itis nghtly fought, where it 1s other-
wifeitis falfe.* And crcly’by this means,
thte petfect good 15 fought, loved, and re-
fpeéted, and therefore found. Ttisa grest
folly in-any man, to thinke thathe know-
ethor can doe any thing of himiclfe, efpet
eially, ‘when he thinketh that hie knoweth
or,can doc any good whereby he miglt
attain or deferve any great matter at Gods
hands, for hereby God is difhonoured, if
you rightly underftand it. Notwithftand-
ing that true good doth favour every fimple
and foolifh man -which knows no better
things, and doth {uffer the bef thinesto

befallhim as much as may be, and ﬁcl)rcly

[at

it
and ‘that no otherwife but cnely for the {:




That wheré thelife.of Chrift &, 129}

God granteth *him as much good!as he is
able to receive, biit heneither findeth nor
obtaineth it folong as heis fo affccted, for
he ninft neceflanly: forfake: egoity wholy;
othezwite he thail novfinde it nor obtain

1t

CuAP, 43.

- Thar wherethe life of Chrift is
thexe s Chrift,

! H'r? that knoweth ' and underftandeth
\ he Life of Chrift knoweth alfo and
underitandeth Ghnaft, and hee that know-
eth. not the, life of Chnft knoweth not
Chrift : heethat believeth in Chrift belie-
veth that tus lifeis moft excellent and the
betk life, he that believeth.not this doth mt
believe in Chrift 3 looke how much of he
Jife of Chrift 1s in any, man fomeho
Chuift is inhim 2}o, and how little ttTeis

ofthe one (o Jisde there is of the ot!s-For
1d Gs - where




130 there.ss Chriff.

where thelife of Chrift is there isChnf,
and where the life.of Chiifbis not there is
not Chnft.. W hereleever therefore the lite
of Chniftis or may be; thiere thar might be
fayd to be-whickSaint Pan/fpeaketh , 4
live, yet not I byt Chrift thas live:b in ma,
and this is the beft and moft excellent life,
for whetefoeverthis hife is there God him-
felfe is and liveth + And hikewife all good &
can there be any better life then this 2 Ob-
ferve this well wherefoeyer you_heareobes
dience fpokenof , .the new man , thetme
light, true love or the life 6f Chirft all thefe
are one and the fame, and wherefoever one
ofithefe 1s they are all there, and wherclonie
38 wanting none are prefent, for they aseall
true and'indéed onething ¢+ But if there be
any {ich thing by the helpe whereof: you

‘miay obtayn that this might grow  dnd livé
"1 man you ought tocleaveunto it , andto

no‘other thing : ‘And whatfoever doth
hinct ir, that youeughetofeave'sud for-
fake *And if any mian ‘conld obtagn itin
the 16 ‘Sacrattients hee fhould' obtayhe
- Chrilt \ly and well , and ‘the moreyou
' cbtayn

i

i
|
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ebtayn of this . the more you obtayne of
Chiift truly, and the leflc of this; the Jeffe

.alio of Chnift.

CHAP. 44
CF - Tobecantent with Gods

IT is faid he who is contented with God,
ath fufficient  which is true , and hee

awhich is - content : with: any 'thing elfe,

which 1s this;; or! that; 1s not contented
with God ; but hee ' that 115 contented
w th God is content with nothingelfe bug
only withone , which' is neyther thisnor
that, and yet ir 1s all things for God is one
and allchings - & it1s neceffary not that he
{hould be ail things. ‘Again , whatfocver
isand is mot ‘one that is not God:, and
swhatfoever is , andis nov all and above all
that is not God  for God 1s one-and all and
above all; whefoever therefore is content
withi!God is content with-onc, And hecto
whomal} things arenés one , and oncall
. th'mgs:
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things., and to whem fome thing and no-
thing are not of like value,and are one 2nd
the {ame, he cannot be content with God:s
Butin whom this is, in bim it is found,
that heis contented and no whiere elfe.The
like isalfo to be here underflood. Heethat
will (hew and approve himfelf holy, con-
formable ard obclfir

fend humfelie s he that doth not fo con-
forme humfelte; and become wholy obedi-
ent:bothtoimnen 2nd allithings obeying
inone;as inrone , he is not conformable
not ‘doth obey Ged.

This wemay feg in Chrift. Totheend
therefore that man may fuffex God, and
héve 2 wall fo to doe, 1t3s neceffary that
befuffer all thingsn cne as in one , and
that hedoenot in any fort refift any thing
that is contrary tohim | This Chrift alfo
pe:formed and he that refifteth thofe things
whichare crofie to him and gardeth hur=
felfe apainft them neither willpor can fife
fex God s This is. thus to be undetftcod;

Y 5N xc-‘

entto God: muft hecelz |
farily be conformable and obedient onlyin |
Juffering abd neythier ref:ft, help, nor d¢- |

|

[

\
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refiftance orght not to be made zgainit a-
. ny thing or creature by forecc orwar , by
will or work, yet it is law full wihount
committing f:nne to forske and'fly thefe
things which are hu tfull to us.  There-
fore he thatloveth God loveth all thingsin
one as incne, and oneinall things , asall
things in onc: Alfo ke that loveth any
thing this or that, oth¢rwife then inone,
and for one . heloveth not Gdd | becaufe
he loveth fomthing which is not God, and
. therefore. he loveth fomthin; mcre then
. God :;Hethenathat Jovethi any thing more
. ithen God , ‘or loveth ony thing befides
God, loveth not God , ferGodiw ill , and
¢ .ought oncly to be loved, and nothing can,
¢ truly be loved but (Ged s And in what
. man foever, the true light andtrueloveis,
thexe is nothing loved of him faving God,
for God is thete loved as God and for
| God andielithatis goodas one,and one as
¢ all, for.all chings are truly oile, and one is
¢ allinGods

: CH A Pi.
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Cuar. 4s.
Whether fin is to be loved.

I_‘{ re arifeth a cucftion , fince thatall

1ings 1re tobeloved, v\}"cthcr finne

ourbrto Be loved 2T anfwér no, for when

all ismentioned that onely 1s tobe undel‘- '

ftood which 1s gocd, and every thmo is
good inthat it is: the Devill 1s good in
that hé is' and 0 this manner norhmors
evillor not good : Burit isfinne 't mﬂ
defire, or Iove otherwife then' God
doth, and to will this is not to be, and
thcrcforc 151‘ot£ord Bricfly there 'is now
thine good butfe far forthasitisin God,
now all things are thatwhich thevareih
God | and thaea great deal ‘more thet in
themfelves, therefore all thi mngs are good
fo fir forth as theyare and i there were
any thing whofe P ¢ienot in God,
that th'nov&crc not goed , Lurtowill or
defize any thsng which ts mm 1God |

not in God, for God canpot will any
_ thing
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thing which 1s againft God | ot otherwife
then God coth., therefore, it is evill and
net good | of rather it is nothing atall,
God aifi Jovkthworks but not allmanner
of works. What wotks doth hee love?

furely {i.ch as proceede trom the teaching

and difcipline of the true light , and from

e loye , 'whatfoever proceedeth froth
| thiefe , and is'done therein, in Ipiric arid

]

truth . the fame belongeth to Ged and is
gleaﬁpg to him, but that which proceedeth
tern the falfelight ‘and: talfelove,, all chat

| isevill; 'and efpecially that which precee-

deth, or is doncor left tndone or {uffered
wobe done by or from any other will or
defire. or any other love,” then from the
will-orloveotGod ¢ Al this I fay'is, and
comimeth/to pafle. without Gad ', anda=
guinft (od and dgainitehe woike of God,
and is (inne,

CuAP,
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CHAPD, 46. )

/ b

fiaes . ry

That Faith 5rmgetb ﬁﬂb )
vinowledge. !

SHl Lyd, -bewhodothnot, of cafie
not , .or will not believe ; is Joft and.
damned, This.is true » for what man foeves I
gomes ino this life , neycher: hath knowe 1
ledge, nos can attayn to it excepr hee furft
belieye, , fand hee that will needs know be- 1!
fore he belieyeth nevercomes totrue knowa ‘
le; g2 Thefe this gs are notto be under- ¥
flocd ofthe chicfpoints of Chriftian faith,
for alland every, Chridtian of the comnion
people dath: believe them s ale wickedds |
welhas, the innoecnt s -Thefe are to:bee |
believed, or eile no man"can come to the
kno' ledgeof the other. Thefe thingsare |
tobeunderftocd of the occafons bclong-
totruth which may be both known and
found cut, thefe muf} be believed before 4
they beknown or found out, cleitisims |

pof-
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"Pc(ﬁbk to. come to triie knon lm’gc : And
pf chis faith ]cz”us Chnit fpeaketh.

i, CHAP. 47
Of mans own proper will,

Tisfaid rhat in Hell nothing abouns
deth {o muchas fc.fill, and this s
ftrue, for there isno othier by t fel-Fwill, and
bif it were not fo, there would be neither
tHell nor Devill,

" Whereas it is faid , that the Devill
i fell downfrom Heaven, and averted hime
*felfe from God, &c. it is nothing clie but
{ that e would have hisown will , and not
¢ be of thefome wiall wich the eternall wills
. The like befll Adam. alfo m Paradice 2
. ‘And when mention 1s made cof felfswvill,
. then that is underfood to bee it which
. willeth ‘otherwile then the fimple and e-
' ternoll will would or willeth. Bue what
{ is Paradice ? It is whatfoever 1s, for
+ whatfoeyer is is good , and pleafant, aixd
'- allo
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is.and is rightly called Paradice, Para. |

alfo pleafingto God, and therefore both .

dice is allo {iid 0 be the threfhold ofg

Suburbs of the Kingdome of Licaven « fo
alfo, whatfoever s, may be well termed
the fuburbs of the etetnall, r of the eter- |

: : i |
nity, chiefly chat which may be perceived :
or known in' this fift from 1. mrorary

thinzs, in the credtures and ot of thc:;o
¢ creatt A e
creatures of God and erernity ¢ Forthe

creatires ‘are a dernonflrarion and a way.

which leadeth 10 God' and et mnity,
therefére they ate called 2 threfhold and):
fuburbs of eternity | and hee may weki bee
faid o, bethe Paradice. In this Paradice!
all things were granted, which werein it, !
except one trce and thie fruit thereof, which !
is thus ro be underftood : There is nos
thing forbidden of allsthirgs which ase
there, nor centrary to God, faying one
thing, which is, our own proper will,or
that man thould Will otherwife then the
eternall willwillech. '
This 15 to bee weyed : God faith to
- Adam, that is, to eycry particular man, |
; whatloeyes
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whatfoever thou doeft or doelt noty it

" is lawtull and not forhiden , fo asic bee
done. not according, 1 thy W ill, but aftes
mine, for whatiocyer 18 Jdone out of thy
will 1s wholy.contragy 10 Hic eternall will,
not beea ule all works fo done are contrary
to the eterpall wall bugw hen they age done
with another wall , ot othet wile thenout
of thecrernall wille

M

Cuar. 43

P whyGod created mans own willy
[eeing ) qon_tm_rzy to the
eicrnall will,

tre fome will aske , fecing that this
“ree (that s, ourown prOper will) 1s
1o contrary to God,-and the eternall w ill,
why did God createand make it ; and alio
placeat in _Paradi(c 2 Unto which I thus
anfwer, 1f any creaturc del retofearchin-
1o and knoyy.the hidden counlels and w xli.
0
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140 own will, feeing it i

of God | as letioing 't uncerffand yhy
Gad did anythine, or left it undone, or the
hkethis man defreth the famethat 44, m
did ‘and the Devill, forthis defire feldome
proceedcth frem”any other motion then
that tho eakeft pleafire and gloricft thersd
i which is méere pride, A troly humbléd
and " ilfuminated 1,27 doth’ not defire of
God to have his fecrets: revealed to him,
asif hee thould aske hy God did doe or
delay-this or that &c. But onthe conera
Ty part defivethonly that himfeIf might be
anihilated in himlf > and that his owpe
willmighe penth, and the eternall willlive
and prevay] in hin remayning unhindred
of any othier wils »..and that he himfelfand
allthatis in him might facishe the cternal]
will; yet fome thing élfe might be fad in
anfwer to this Queftion after this wife.
There is no thing fo excellent and pleafing
mall credtires as know]cdgc or reafon, and
Will: ‘which two are % Joyned together

’

that where thie one is there is the other alfo,

and if thefe two were not | then “would

therebe no reafonabje creature at all but
only

il
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contrary to the eternall will. 141

“only brutebeafts, and brutifbnefle which
“would bea grear fai e I\c\ ther would
"God (as 1s formerly {ayd) obtayne hisown
nature,"or the nature of thofc whaare his
" by adting, which notwitl ft:nding is fit to
 be done., and appertayneth to pcr'cdmn.
Now thls knowledoe and creared reafon
* was given with the will to the end it might
“hoth inftruétthe will and it felfe, that reye
Sther the know ledge nor the w 111»« as of 1t
U felf, and that oeyther. of shem bad part
U of'tncn'fclvcs not ovgl ¢ to fcrye themfelves
" northeir owne wil, and. that nevther of
" them mght'o bf‘rr( fita U to itfelf . orto
“' the ufe of it {clf, bur to.beof his of whom
they had their lllh” ard toobey and flow
back agayn into hm & inthemfelves that
* fame s 'to be turned i0to nothing intheir
ff owne flfnefle.

R CuaPr.




142 Why God crearedthe will,"

C arr. 49.
WhyGod creased the will,

|
Freagayn is {fome thing efpeciallyto :
hee obferved concet nmg the will ;1
which is in God originzily gcod, effentralsl
1y without 2ny wotk or action , the faniel,
willislikewife intnan, and all othcrlivin‘g I
things both doing and willing : For thel
nature and property of the will 1s to willy
for whirtorherthings fhould itdoe, fort )
fhould not be at 2]11f 1whad noadion, and,
this camot be effected without living crea- |
tures * T hercfore it is'neceffary that thetel
fhould be creatires, and God will hayel
fuch'to the end chat this'will mighe have’
and doit own work in them, which other-
wife is in God withour work and yercan-
not but be- Thercfore there 1sa will in lis.

wingcrcatures(which is ¢ 1d 5 createdwil)

no leficbelonging to Geod then the eternalld

will 15 not appertayning to thecreatises:

Andbecaufe God carnot will ywithouta-

Elion

)
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&ion and motion withoutliving creatures,

therefore hee willdoeit in and witt theli-

ying creatures W hercfore li}-ing thu g§

ought not o will “ny thing by this very

will, but God ought and will by 2ction

will together , with the will which isin
fpan and yetisthe will of God , W hichiE
Wt wereany where, or that this wete in
‘Span abfclutely or whely, then men fhould
il nothing but only God, and there I fay
U will (hould not be feli-will, neyther fhould
Wshat man will otherwife then God willeth
Mfor God fhould there exercife his will and
4 not man, and there the will of man fhould
4 be thefame with the eternall will, asha=
ying flowed into the mc. And mman
there would be and remayn Iov= and for-
i Yow, pleaflire and pain with fuchlike : For
¢ swhere the will doch will ‘willinly , there
is love or forrow swherefoever thofe things
areput inev ecution which the will willeth
these 15 love , but if other things be done
theii the will willeth thereis forrow , and
4 this forrow 15 not"mans but Gods , for
i whofe the willis , his alfois the love and
B forrow

5 = -




144 Why Godereated the will,

forrow isnot mans but Gods, but the wijl
is not the will of man, but of God; theree
for¢the love and forrow is his alfo:neychey
ssthere any thing blamed {aving that whidy
is contrary to God ¢ Neyther is therc any
Joy or pleafure conceived but what precee-
deth from God and from that which is \
Gods ., and belongeth properly to Gody|
Therefore as itis with the will {0 it is witli{t
knowledge . reafon., power, love and z|l}
things which are n man. that is, that they
all belon: to God ,-and not to man 3 Andy
if 1t thould come te paffe ot any time thag
the will were wholly forl . ken, then slloat,
ther things would [ikewife be abandoned, |
and by this me:ns God fhould cbtaynall}
things Aappertayning wnto him and willd
Thould, be no miore 1eifc. will 3 Thus did
God create will , ‘but not that 1t fhould o
our own,




How the Devill and Adam 145

Cuar. so.

How the Dewvill and Adam ehal-
lenge will ‘to tbemfclfm.

Nf) W, commeth the Deyill and
A ams r’th;‘.ti:) falfe nature , and

ghol'engeth to himfelfe this will | ma!\:néf,
it his own , and enjoying it to the ufe of
himiclfe, md thofe which are his, andthis
iisthe great loffe and injury, t this Ifayis
T ghat bitt wherewith, Adam did bite the
;pplc which 1s forbidden,and conirary to
WGod- ,, Andaslong and where this fclfe-
willis ;. there nev <.r is any true quietmefle,
tiwhich may cafily bee ufccn ed both
sz ,-and: al{o mn the dewill 1 Nefther i¢
o thcnanv trye happpincfle there, cither in
thishfe cr everhiii gly.

Wkiere this felfe mll is therc isa pro-
pncu by which man doth challenge w il
Jnto hlmldﬁ and sraketh it hia: own,

mw chif agbe 1 pet fir{ ken ia this hfe, but
gauyc(.qudl ol thlshfc itis tobe frared

y

H that

Wit




146 challenge will

that it can never bee abandoned , neither ¥
can that man ever receivetrie contentrent
not enjoy peace , ‘set, or happinefle;, the®
which maybe feene in the Devalls: If crea-t
tures were not cndued with reafom and¥
will , furcly God would remain unknowst
and unbclieved , neither praifed nor Hod"
noured, and all living creatures would beet
of o accont andunfitto fétve Ged , and”
this anfwer is made to this’ queftion , I
there be any one who ' from this long and
tedious fpeech  ( which nom'ithl’tandiﬂf"
is fhort and. profitable to Godwards ) @ :
and will corre@ himfelfe,, that will be ves
1y acceptable to God. “That which 'u‘C
free is proper tonoman , and he that dotli
appropriate it doth all, sl

Now of allfreedomes nothingisfbfise
astheé will, and’ whoibcvcr’i‘nagéth; it his
own, and doth notleave ‘it to its oW rios
bleliberty, free nobleneffe and freenatté,
he doth ill, this doth the Devill and Adus
and all cheir imitagors , ‘but “hec tharde
Jeave will to its own excellent liberty’

ss i ouglc, This'doth Chet, o
7 chat

A




11 fbf’/%ﬁ’/’u(_‘“ 147
that mnitste him. He that depriveth wil
.ofth'xtlus excellentliberty, and maketh it
his @wn . this mans reward is ; that hee
become fi.t ject tocares wro“s pover-
ties. troubles inquictneffe ndrmsfxturc&
and that he remai in them o long as th.xt
hircf both.in this lifeand for ever But
fice thatleveth will to its own frec nature,
Bcujo‘ cummmv peace, quietnefle, 1ci1
&hcxty, both in this life and everlaftin nIy
Whmﬁu in what manwill is sot appre~

riated but remaineth in its own ex¢ellent
)Eccdu ne, there abidéth  and is 2 truly free
Jnd alif. fute man or creatyre , of whom

Chaitt Gaith |, 7rurh fPall m‘{e Jon
:( free,anc prcﬁml after, Whome
“ the Sonne dorh nmkefr e,

be is free indeed,
£

.’f H2> Cuap




148 That in what man

CuAD, SI.

That in what man the truth
és, in that manfree
will .,
i
Y *His alfo is diligently to be obﬁxvci‘“
that in what man foever the trutl’
ufeth its free liberty, it hath a worke propet
to it {elfe  whichis to will, and that which
itwilleth, it willeth withour hindranee
and it willeth that which in cvery thing
isthe Beft and moft excellent, and what
“{oévet is not excellent nor good s contrd
ryunto it, breeds gricte, and complaing
and the freer the will 13, and at hibert)
the more forrow, pain, 2nd caufe of moa
is broughtupon it, by wickedneffe difhes
ficlty, malice, vice, and whatfoever 1S of
eanbe termed finnc @ This may bee dif
cernedin Chnift who was endued withé
amoftfice. abfolute and leaft appropriatd
willthat ever was or fhall be in anymad
yea, the humanity of Chrift was acreatul
t



the truth is. 149

moft free; andat greatelt Iiberty of any man
Tthat ever was | and yet itfuffered 1o thuch

) caute of complamnt, mife ry ' and pain for fin,
(that is, forall things contrary to Ge ‘()
as never an y c1(.Lturc was able to fuffer
more, But where man doth ¢b allenge li-

I bcrrv m fi-ch fort o himfelfe as that he will
4 endure no cauf {e of complaint or mifery for

¥ finandfich bings as are contrary to (;(\I
L but will neg) ct ‘and. foee hiafelle Héim: all
care. and would be in this life in the
{ame condition wherein Chrift was after
his refurrection, &c. there is no true liber-
ty oxi{ing from the divine light, but a na-
turall unjuft falfe and d(’vmﬂlhhctr\ ,out
of a naturalllife, and erronious light, If
there were no felfewill, there wovld beny
prop ricty at all, in the Kingdome ofheaven,
nothing is propcr and therefore thee is
fullaboundance, true peace ; and all hap-
pincfle, and if any ope were there who
would chellenge any propriety to him-
{clfe, he (hould necefizrly coe tohell and
", becomeadevill. Butin hell every one de-
fircth to havzhis ownfelfe-will and there-

H 3 fore




15O i that man free-will is,

fore there is all unhappinefle and milery;
thelike alfo happenech 1n.this life, Bucif
there wercany one in hell who couldfres
kimfelfc from felf-yvill, and propricty , heg
thovid come from hell to heaven.
Nowman inthis wesld is placed be-
tween heaven and hell, and may turn him.
fckic to eitherof them , for the more pro-

pricty he hath | the more hee is fubjeétto

kell and unhappinefle, and tholeffe will ke
hath she keflchell he hath, and the noetes
heis tothe Kingdome of hear 1, Andif
maniathis prefont world | eotld beutrerly

void of Jelfe-will and proprioty | andbee

frec and abloluze by mcanesiof the trueand |

divinelight , and fheuld remazin tiely in
that elfate, this man (hould hefixte toine
henethe Kingdameof heaven s Hee that
bath would have , or defiresh to have any
thing proper tohimdelfe, becommeth pros
per,aud as it werc his oxwn flave and bende
man, but he that hath nothing , nor will
hayeany thing , nor defireth to have any
thing proper to himfelfe | he is free andat
liberty, and none hath power in him..
Cuar,

L



of Chrift his Croffe. 351
CuAP. §3. ‘
-of Chrift hisCroffe.

Brift did teach all things whichate
were wiitren i his Jong life , which

o was almeft ‘three & thirey yeers an 1a half,

" and this hec did m fow words, Whenhee

: fayd, follow mce. Now that man mayfole

Jow him ), it is neceflary that hee forfake
ol thinos': for Cur 18T forfake a il
things fo far'ss they were never leftof any
othet -nor couldbe + Fureher he that wot 1

' folow bhim mult alfo take up his croffe;

whichrcrofitis mothing e but the et
Shirilt, for this croflc 1s birter ‘to allipatuce.
Fherefore hee fayth | wikofoever dovk #ir
forfike al, and vake up eroffe, he i
wotthyof me, and cammot be my Diftiple,
westher deth bee followmee. But thefree,
falfe nature fuppolcth'that sthath forfaken
all things, yet will not endute the croffe,
and faych, that it hath endured enough of
. And that now it {tandeth inno need of
it, but therein it is decreed |, tor of it had

H 4 once
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153 Of Chrift his Croffe.

once truly tafted the crofle , it could neyer
forfike it : he that believeth in Chrift muft
Oelieve all things that are written : Chrift
fayth , No mam commethto the Father bys

bymz :Now obferye how wee meft cote
to the Father by Chrift, men evght toex-

aminc himfelfe and all things that are his
both inwardly and outwardly , and{o be-
haveand helpe himfelfe (fo far as hee can)
that in him there never remayne or bein-

wardlyany evill or defire, love. .or eftima-

tion, thought or pleafire | other then be.
commeth God, and is lawfull even as if
Godhimf{elf were man himfelf but when
itisfound that there is any thing which
becommeth not God . nor ‘is Irwhull that
ought to be pluckt up by the rocts. and re-

fifted as foon and as well as may be, the Iike

oughtalfo to be done outwardly in domg
or not doing , in fpeaking or being filent,
waking or {leeping, Laftly, in 2J] cerermo-
fly or matters which. man ufeth eyther
with themfelves or others  in all'thefe let
care be had that nothing elfe ha ppen; nor.
that man convert himielfe to any other

: thing,

PR g — iy .



of Chrift his Croffe. 153

x thing.cr fuffer 2ny otier ching té bein him,
b eytlicr outwardly or mwardly | and that
4 nothing elfc be done by him but that which
¢ iswo:thy of God and may juflly and faw-
w fullybedone, even as if Cod himfelfe were
o wan himfife. In tich a man whatloeves
1s or might be done inwardly cr outwa rd-
ly. that is, of fhould be Gods. And maniis
. or muft be an Tmitator of the hfe of Chnf;
. winch life wee may underfiand and pub-

kfh.

:.. Cuar. 53

of the imitation of Chriff.

" :[73 tV'en anyman‘could ‘atrayn to this life,
' are fhoukd goané come througl Chrift |
. totheFatlicr tor theresnhee fhovldbe an
. Tmisator of Chii ; and thercfore fhould
. comewiti Chrifi td the! Father, "and by
«  Qhriftoand (hould be the trucfervent of”
. Chrilt, for Le that foilloweth huri(as him-
fclfe fayth) hice thas wilferve mee, les him

i s fole




154  Of the imitation of Chriff,

fcllow mie. As ifhie fhould (ay he thar doth
not follow me deth notferve me  hee I
who deth thus follow Chrift | and ferve
him, he entreth mio the fame place where
Chrifl is, that is, to the Father. Thisous
Leoxd Chrift doth affirme, when be {ayth,
Faher , I will thas where I oms, there v
Jervant be aifo: hee that gocth, thisway
enters by the doore inro the theepfold,that
1s, anto eternall life and Peger openeth the
doore untohim , but hee that goeth o1 eits
devoureth another way | orf, ppofeth hee
€an’come to the Fatherand eternzll happi-
nefleotherwifethepn by Chrift, he is inan
ertour for he geeth not theright way neye
ther cnireth arthe doere and therefoso it 1s
notopened unto him becanfe hee is 2 thiefe
and arobber as Chrift hunflf fayeh, Maurk
then whether by inordinace Iibercy | con-
teptiouinelle | peg! gence, vertue, oryice,
O‘J(f.c( of confuficn K. as you may 5.11_‘}_y E
Pesgerye s Whether (1ay) one may. thus
enier by a night way, erat 3ightdoo ¢ of
not? this negligence was neyihier i Chift,
ner any of his followrs,

L Chrift
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Chriftalfoayth | N> man commeth 1@
ez cept ey fawher drww Lim whichyou
multthus underftand, Tunder( nd the Fa-
ther, to be the perfelt and {imrle good,
which 15 att; and aboveall and without
which there ncver was nor (hall beany
good work wraight, aid becaufe hee isall
i all_irisneceflary that hefheyld be alone
arid above all things which 1 creinure 382
creature 1sable to, vnderitand or compre-
hend. For whatféeves a ckeature ¢an com-=
prehend or nderand as it is a creature,
that s -socordmgro the condition of g
creavion the fawe sfomerhmg cyd*cr this,
et thot and fureher anis a cre yoge - Butif
the fimple snd pe e good wete fomes
thimg;this or that whichthe creatuxe might
comprchiend ; then that would not be oIk
ner abeve all, neytheryet eriect. andn
the e refpedtin {hould netbe fo much asua=
smed : Forwe muft thinkthat it is none 0
thefe things which the cieature by his owm
natute 15 able toundertiand, gorprehend,
ot nave. When this pe1feét and innomi=
pible good doth flow iato 3 begeung

; fCI—'



¥56 How the Father draweth tothe

perfon in which he may beget bis only be-
gotten Sonne and himfelfe it is named Fa
ther.

Cuar. 54,

How the Father draweth tothe Sen,
andthe Son rec:procally to
the Father,

Onfiderand obfcrve how the Father
C raweth mento Chrift ; whichisafs
ter dusmanner ) when any thing ismade
known andloid open by this perfeét God,
wo thedotloruntounsn there is begottenine
Wanas.itwereinone Moment , and in ones
violent rapeure a corrayn defire of - pproch=
ing the perfoct good . and Joyniag e felfe:
with 1t 2 the.greater that this defire is, the
wore things ave revealed to it & the more
itdefireth «nd isdrawn ncercer 1o it Thus
man isdravwn and firded up tojoyne with
theerernall good, and tiisiis the attracticn

of

|
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Son,ard the Son reciprocally 153

‘of the Father, 2nd after man istaryghe ghat

‘1§ of the §<n which draweth bimy vizes
BRit he cannict cofbe 16 this eorimumion by
any other means ther by tf e life of Crinft,

“and thus itcomes ro paflethar hee perchas

fech to !\in felfe the iife wheteot weetiave
foricr ‘ 1p(1‘m.

Now obierve thefe two £ yings which
Chiritt fpeaketh —iheoncisthise Nowram
con meth to the Father byt bypre th2tis by
my life, The cthet 18, 50 mancommerh nta
me tht.b,tul" capabic of my i it andto
tollow-me) except be be dyawr %l i ks

“ by my Farber thatis’ by the tmple it
-f tcr..a.lgw d, of which Saint Pasl/ ﬁ cak-
| etk ¥ ot b ch o perfebtss come 1hen
| thar which ;5 w patt (bl ke dbalifrea:the"

meauing whicreot s this, n Whitmon fea
evertheparfiét good'isknown fou r(‘, and
felt  fo far forth s vy be i s Iife to
thaotm: n'\hmrguh't recreatid lcmc
to be notiang m: reg gard ¢ s imh’&'
geod asin ‘ecé theya rfnnthir-g aralj *For
wherether which is berte & s nctihero 18
ne true LOod, rorm&bm," hetherctcre

that




158 te the Father,

thathach knoweth and Ioveth this perfeft
geed:hee:hzth, knowietk and lovedh all
chings,andall good: what fhoudd hethen da.
withmore, or other things or whar fhould
hedé withthe parts fecing thavsl the pares
are joyned and: inchided 10 this pafe&

good 1 one efferce.

PO

Char. 55;
C How God becommetly 4t thirgs
- n Map,

" A IL thatishere fiid belongeth tothe, |

omward life | and is i certain wayy,
and paflage unro the true inward Jife ; andy
the nward Dife begineth accerding to
this. :

When mon would tafte that which s
pericct, asfaras niay be, all things which
a1 @eated 2nd cven . men himiefe. is
broughtto nought, in this MIBES.onINION:
but ik it bee wuly upderficod the. onely.

' perfection




How God becommeth 159

| perfeétion is all thirgs and -bove -2l

thincs , then it coth necefianly follow
henee that wee doe ’-’(l"l‘("v\l('(igf’ every
good thing t© beleng 1m0 this porfcék
ood , and not to any creat £e, as toel

ence. life knowledge feence. power Xco
then 1efidlows thay wisn fhould arrcgnie
pething to | imiclfe. not lite, effence posier,
kpow ledge doin g €1 BOSLEINE + Finally
pothing that 2B he gajled good | lo Ham
becomcsh posr &1 B ielfebro- ght
toporliing,<lloiwLin and-varh him eve-
ryrhir.‘gme.t is jomehing that 18 I things
erected , and thenat 2 it exifieth the trug
and miwvare hfe, 2anc forihet  Cod bumi ife
{o that there1s nothing nesertherc wi ich
isnct Cod | or boougmy @ Cos NEim
ther jsthere my thing whieh doth chals
lenge cr #X: ogate any L ibg 1O it felte for
that it comesto pafle that 1tis God onely
wi Ollv(‘ilf,t'ﬂdﬂﬁardcm. 18 2ble Joyethy:
willerli: doech; OF Iavsth udgEany + Thats
., pesfy cht
truly thus to £ € nd where it 1s otherwife,
thexe the mater mightbe both beiterand
fireiglitexs

.. the cternall one, perfect g(‘(.q o




160  allthings in Man,

ftrcighter, Fora good worke and begin..
ning if care be had that it be the beft bee
commeth moft acceptable | and let the beft
be chofen and adhered unro. alfo let man
joyne himfeufe toit, firft an the creaq res,
brrwhat is the beit ching in'the creaturesh
fiwely where the eternal] good | znd that
which s nroper uito it . coth enlighten:
and werk and w lt(-iemcy aremof! known
end Joved | and what is thae vhich bew
Inn.{yth r0o God and is proper to ham 2 [
Tay altthat 1s it which may betruly sud
rightly c:jle apd named cood, whenmnan
inthe creatires adhereth and cleaverh fo
to that which is known to bethe befi as
thathe remainech fedfafl nd flyech not
beck. The.iit cones to paffc hat heata
tey neth to fomethmg which 1s beterthen:
it {o fa forsi | unill man perceive and
underf!. nd rhat that otely eternall and
peifeét good is unme furoble infnire, and
to be cftcemed aboye gli created joudieffe,

CHap,
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That God aloncistobe 161

Cuar. 56
That God alone isto be loved
dnd honoured,

YHorefore if that which is befronghe
moft of all to be joved , and it man

1 docfollow it, then the onelycternzll good
" ought without doubt alcne tobe loved a-

bove all things , and man o ghtto ftick
thereunto onely and to joyne himiclfe un=
to itfo far as it is in his power T And if
every good thing ought tobe ac! nowledg-
ed as recerved from: the eternall enely good
(as worthily and truly it ought) thenalfo
the begning, gein forward and eon-
dufion, ought rightly and truly to beac-
kno« le¢ged and efteemed from it, and the
fame eught to bee imputed and adjudged
toit foas nothing is left as apperaming
tomnn ot the ereatures, and thus itot ght
«fright to be. And w hatfoeyer 1s faid or
aleaged asagainft this, yet this 1s the way,
which leadeth inte the true intcriour life 3

But




162 loved and honoyred,

But what will at Iaft beeome of this or
bemanifefled there, or What manner of
lifeis this Jlike to prove, 110.man uttereth
orexprefleth, neither was it evér decldred
or did any heart erther know' or conceive
truly the quality of fuchalife. Tt is briefly
contained in thiglong written difcoutfe by
what means it mayzightly and truly couiie
to pafle thar man becanre freeand yoidof
arcogatin g any thiigro hindelfe orfrom
wilirg  withing. dokmg or affe@ing omyl
thitg faviig God anddiviney | thar s the
cteroall, pearfedt, and endy good | andiif 2=
By manartpric to him'die; wallyefoome,
erdcfire any thing . other ©r wore then
thi er.crml_’g( cd, 1t roomich & vicious,
Bricfly if a men €an ebtain fo far forthas
tobe the f2me to God which the Landck
man is to man, Jet him reft therewith con-
tented and thisought truly to be done of
all breathing -ereamucs efpecitlly ‘chofe
whoare enducd with reafon - ind: chi :
mzn doth tnly and defervedly owe this
duty 1o God. This yowmay gatherout of
what hath been formerly wrimen. T llz('n
i alfo



That Ged alone is g0 be e, 163

alfo is to be commisted to memory, after
man hathproceeded o far as that he (hould
verily perfw ade hinfelfe hereunto, it istime
then that be {hould -haye rcgnrd leaft the
Devill fowing afhes there he fecke and
repofe his whole nature, tranquility, reft,
peaceand pleafure in it , and fo {lide 1ntor
foclith and inordipate hberty and negli-
gence whichtruly is whely rép: guant2n
remote from the digmelife , this befolkth
thatman who neither hagh norwill enter
in at the right gate , noxby theright wayy
that is, by Cluifl asis aforefosd,, tue w 1l-
Jeth and chinkeelr that ke niay attain to
this pericét truh otherwife and by othes
means. or clfe conceiveth that he hath at-
wined {o far already . beforehe ecmetto it
intruth , thatismanifeft by the witneffe
efChnift, who fuith He that will enter by
ary ot her means then byme , never entreth
r.g/stl_y wor bewh att ained the chicf truth,
b 16 4 thicf asd arobber, That wemay
deparcfrom out fclves, and being dead to
our own wills, live onely toGod, and the
pev. ormance of his wil,God grant thro;1 gh
un




164 Certain grdve fayines. Aep,

hiomwhs {0 bjested his willia 2 willof
hisheaveiijy father o 2 i and
raine:h with the Eatheringl ¢1am fr-'c

Holy G o'+, and the perfect Trimitie tyer
lattingly, dmes.

—
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Certaine grave Sayings by which
the diligent Scholey of C /yi'jﬁ may
[earch into himfelf, and know whas w4
to be [ought and frrived for concery.
ing the true inward 4niling of him-

(&

[elf tothe one [upream good,

0d 15 one and unity exifteth, and fol-

woweth from him alone , and yet not
out of him otherwife it (hoyld decreafe and
becomre lefle.

Where two are which ought to be pre-
ferved and agree 1 gether, it is poffible
thatbetwixt thofe difcord fhould arife,

Thefe two cannot difzgree faving on}y
in will, which would be tre Sreatelt cau ;
; 0
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of all difcord in God hindelf if two things
eould be in him.

For there is nothing which may "k ed
difagreement smergft 2ll things which
may difag ree, but diffimilicude of will.

This cne willech that which is one, and
is contrary to ail things which are two;
Therefore whatfcever he hifelf hath ere-
ated he created upon this one, ctherw ifeit
{Hould have wantcd order.

Furcher his crcation, or thethings crea-
ted could have had no conflancy |, by rea-
fon of his ccnrary will | even as now it
comes to paffe , and thei efore 1t muft ne-
ceffarily have perith ed,

This unity could not have been meafu-
red confidered handled ot known but on-
ly cforie, and throt gh one, and that fome-
times 11 1ts CoNtrary.

Congraricty exiltech of ie felf without the
faultof the adveriary.

Hence it may cafly be difcerned | that

~this one and this beft was to haye fome
oby & frotiwhence ‘it g faras might be

' fhould be known. »
: : - That
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That Objc was and is the effence and
being of all living things.

Chicfly and belt in'the reafonable and by
the reafonable ereature which W2s _Ad s,

Herethe ompipotency, meicy, and infi-
mite goodnefs doth thew it felt whofe name
istheLord.

Totheincreafing of further knowledge,
heecieated every thing free which hee did
create , for whztfoeyer was, is, and fore-
maiveth free covld not man natvrally make
or create any th, 'g that was pro per.

Now ajfo thit free thing could not rore
conveniendy work on any thing; or make
it fclf apparant then in 1ts oy objett,

¢c that concludeth and appropriateth
anly thing thar is fiee and ought to be free,
doth the contrary to him which made and
created it frge this is fin,
Sinis plainly to be difcered. if yea will
throughly hage ie, it

Hatred confifleth in that which is con=
trary 1oit, which is truly named thefeed of

od, or the imageof God , and defizeth
fiberty withoue nterwidfions

e This
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C(rttlﬂgrdvefaytng;’m. }67
‘This remayneth and is and muftnecefla~
rily fo doc aslong as God canbe, and re-
mayneth in that which it felf is, for 1t pro-
ceedeth fromone, and neyerfuffercth it {cff
tobe driven thence.

That it might be both {oon and rightly
madegood agai, that one which is per-
feck incerpoteh itfclfe for the refloring of
all that ve:the full which was {cvered from
itlelfl

This could not be done but in fon.e one
thimg which fhould pretend it felf difsoy-
Bed. yer without all detriment to che unity®
. This wasmeetand convenieat; yc2 ne-
ceﬁ’ary to the: end! it mghcopealy declare
it -l fo for torth (as 1t isone) and that
cnly one whereby liberty. might retuneto
itsowne cftate , whichnoowichfianding it
had never loft.

Hereupon it ‘is that Jefus of Naz.eeth
taught, exercifed;  and uted the moft abfo~
Tute frec will that might be.

+ This was not his owne; (as himfelf wit-
nefleth) but bdonged only to himof vhom
he had received ic, that by hign it mightbe
made manifeft, Yot
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Yet could he fiot be deprived of it both
inregard of his right as :z‘{oof his pcrrc,
&ion which he wasneceflor lytohave in *
regard of thicliberiy that Fccfmghtdedm
the fame 1n excellcnicy as it was meet.
The cnrtire 2a0d a sfolute l.nltmO( f wﬂ

was moft perfect in himwhich mdmm- ‘j

rogate that co himfel! (\f which ictelf was
one. otherwifeit’had faln fromthat one.
Now there remayneth yet, s hath been

fhewed, thz 1frcc fl;u.g‘\hxcn is not to be £
forl-kenorloft ,* elfe it would damnifiethe |
Divimity F(x-nwh-ch itis, and 1o whichit .
Proocrl beginneth Icru would haveloft
fome thine which wot ld have gone to no<'

thing , and fonc thing wor Jd have beenel
whereupen it mighe have followed | chat

the whicle fhould have pcz.fh:d after the

fame manner,

That this thercfore mioht be( one; it is
ncaﬂ‘rv that it fho 'd be made zccord ling
tothe pattern, 2nd that wholy anfwerable
to the will e }‘1 iire of one whichaidyer
difigreed fom 1t fdf which patrerriennft
necdﬁuzly be the petfectelt myregardiof s
“offce. - S s Whis

i
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1 This is |, and is called to returne from all
difagreeing ingo that only one ivhich wee’
oughtto endevour ali our life long He that
18 willing is able , and he that doth not be-
lieve 1¢, let himmake tryall,
% This may und ought to be done only
Dy the loffe of that which is contrary to
one, otheryvifeitis impoffible « this is obe~
.'dlmcr in obedience . wiz.an entyie yic Id~
IBg up a-cetrame perfect facrifice which is
Yolunrary.
11 Tobeé fhort, it is Chrift-the true Son of
Qod, the firlt begoteen of brethren, to
Whont whatfoever the Father can doe pro-
Petly belongeth; who is the true reconciler
by whom only youmay and oughtneceila~
By to, come!; to, the onely ‘onc that 1sthe
Mather | the which) Fdtherhath ordained
{him to this thing.

If anyone cannot attain to the under-
anding of this difcourfe , he wanteth the
ettimony of the fpirit, the difcipline where-
f he excludeth and refufeth.  If anvinan
nderftand itlet; hing judge, for thefpirit
fGod  judgeth-all'things, If any man i
b I bee
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be deprived: hereof and wantit | it ishis (c
own fault, becaufe he 1s not-carefyll of hig'|
fall that it might be amended, whicl is 6
notwith(tanding to be corre@ed. If any

man fay thatthefe things are over fharp
let him know thatthe greateft folly of the
Holy Ghoft (asT mayfo fpeak) is motel"
aecute then the greateft wildome in all the!”
world. .

It isno wonder if thefe things feem fharp :i
to flefh and bloud | for they are Divine, oi_‘ .
which the flefh cannot judge,arid therefor :t
itefteems the fharp;even asit anOwle
{hould deny that fhee could behold tht!x‘J
brightnefle of the day, becaufe fhee onely
ufech the light of the night, the moft light="
fome part 1 hereofis darker then the moft .
darkefome partof the day. » ‘
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e Authors Inftitution ¢0 Tainedin
% hree points, wherein we learnc to’
“for a{e onr [elves, and to put o8

: God by a moﬁ pcrfcc'? way.

FVHE firft is, That every man afpire to
T ateain to a morcexcellent degree of
i ¢tity and fingular embracing of God by
tw alio that he love God W ich all the
Bowers of his foule, and his neighbour as
i felfe, & that he defire to feel God truly
working m hirnfelfc in this world :Such a
ne ought both to extinguifh and 2lfo to
ave cmingmﬂwed in’ him alldelights and
leafures Bred by fuch mottall creatures
fas 1re without God , of what foit foever
Bhey are.
& Thelecond is,, that every ove, both in
gt}\is world, and in the w orld to come, de~
fire to attain 1o the perfeét know ledge of
tryth and that he preparc and contain him=
felfc inwardly from bewg delighted n any
} fore fpioitu ally, with any thing which hee
| may challenge, claim or pofiefle as his own
©OF 28 [TOPCr 0 himfelte.
| Therthird thing s Jthat after amanis & ‘
pofecily and wholy , both inwardly and
{ Ia out-

,'



outwardly , freed fromy adheri .
thing , and hath leartied o xely upon hys
ov\_n;no[bing that then inftancly hehaty a
regard and free paflage g the puge and
fimple good - that almighty and moft ex.
cellent. God. Bue this - converfacion |
wrorght by a ecitain effentiall. way o
means s For here the fpirmis turkied to (3o
not, in pre bae whiol; and entirely whercel
this is faid ot onely tobe ;. bue s 2 trye
eflentiall | enrige ind ncivided .and per-
fe& co werfion, 'for it is. Hor wizhdrawn,
afy wheiher fiom it lelfe and therefora!
m;fy ¢, faid to be eflentiall and Go‘ii
ily. i3

hitifelic dodh éver anfwer it effeng;
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Perfeétron ur the 1,3)3: 211d 4. degr cs. §
H B b5 Ouly posfeitin 1 4 4 degreo, ywhe Fuynaihe
E s Wwholé fﬂd({ﬁid::{)f atd d:f(}"‘f’l}ffﬂ?ﬂ al“
VLD A 1l ory vhings' “Inihe ooyl
degrce wio hath obtaivcd 4 péavealils sy Guide:
gonftience. Iy ih, 3 degrie wha tas a1 things
#.000d part [rom G ods hands, and tefrgngtly higgat
fe/f ewboly t 0 bim. I the adegrees he mhg foreets
g VinfelfE and ap creatuyes,dvih lofe himfelfe
WG 2ol )
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