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To the Reader. 
';ourteow. Rett.dtr: 

• 

Hofoever thou arc that lo
vdl: and rejoycefi in the 
ft:blimicy, and fimplicity 

>1- truth; I have here prefenccd thee 
dth :.1 Manuall, cmitulcd, the Ger
n.in Divinitie ; a Booke firfr ·writ
cn by a ccrrain godly Prie!t, of the 
)rdcr of the Lords of TeMonci, 
u high Dutch; abouc two hundred 
.n<l fifty yeeres fince, and afi:er
vard , for the incomparable value 

t 3 there 1f 



T, the Reader. 
tl ercof it was nanflatcd out of the 
D:uch into the Latine tongue; by 
John Theopliil11o , and printed at t 
.Antwerpe I 5 58; in which tongue it 
did lye :i long feafon veiled and b
fcured, from the eye of the illiterate: 
and uncxpert in the fame : untilI, 
fome yecrs fince, through the de
fires and indufiries of fomc oc o r 
owne Couutrimen , lovers of the 
TtT h ; it was againe tranflarcd, 
and mJde to fpca.ke to thee in thine 
o,, ne Dialeet: and Language. But 
the time of its Nativity being un
der the face, \Vi c, nnd \ ·ary ... Hie
rarcl ·e, who had monopoliz(d and 
engrofle<l the difrovery of others 
into their O\Yn hands, keeping the 
people, wifrly , at a difiance and 
dealing out to them , what, and fo 
much 0·1ly, for guantity and quali
cy, as fccmed l::iefi to their grave 

' if-



:J'o the Reader. 
lit ·wifc.lome; and difcretions; left they 
Jj' D10 Id gr0w as wife, it nqc ~:vifer 
a: tha~· their Teachers ·; and fo the 
ii rude vulgar {}1ould become as one 
J. of us: it ,valked up and <lownc this . 
.e City in ~l nufc1ipts at deer rates, 
l, from hand , to h nd of fome wel-

willers to truth, in chrndefiine, and 
!1 private manner ; like M~(ts in his 

Arke , or the little C hilde fled ~nd 
hid from Herod: never daring to 
crO\vde into the Preffe, feiring the 
ruffe ufuge of thofe tLen in authori-. 

1- ty; wh()fe maximeit was, 7ktt the 
Priejls lips fhottld pre(nve knorv
ledge, though mifundedlood, or 
applyed at leafi : forgetting this 
Pridl:tobe the high Pridt JE sus 
CH R Is T afi er the 01der o • Nd:.. 

11 chi(edek. But no,v it hath obtained 
fu~h anfp'()o··s fryour, as to appear 
wd10uc blufh rn the moil pubbgue 

... t 4 • way; 



TotheReda . 
. ,'i'.ay;it being u{hered into the \Yorld 

Un er the fafecondu~t of an lmpri
matm·, a worchy work of piety and 
charity, the firit to the tr eh it [elf, 
tluc it might not be bJried in fi
lence throL~gh .unknwone tongues, 
the rhrrto ouro vn Counrrimen, 
that they might not be buried in ig
norance; and cha th famous lights 
or I mps kin 'led in other Regi
ons, might not be rendre i ufe ... cffe, 
or unprofitable to the m .\neft: in li
terature. 

The Authour, TrJnfl.1.tors, and 
Licencer have done eh ir p rcs, 
what remtiyneth no-w r:· b ,1t chine to 
be performed, ,Y11ich i , deliberate
ly to reade, ferio~ fly t weigh'). fpi
ritually to dif< ern, and pioufly co 
ufe and reduce into pradice and life, 
, hat thou fh·.lt finde \Yorthy here
in ; pro ·ing all chin

0
s, an<l holding 

faft 



: To the Ju11dtr. 

fitfi that which is good. 
'fhe Tranflatour John Theophi

lm, in his Preface hereunto affixed, 
hath faved me the labour of infor
ming thee, touching the Auch ur, 
nature, matter, me hod , and fryle 
thcrcof,;ind in the T~ble annexed, 
and fubjoyned in the end hereof 
,vil direct thee to the fcveral Chap
ters, and their pages, ,vith their di
fiinti: Coments. 

There is nothing left behindc 
for mee to doe , neycher to 1t, 
or thee; but only w invite thee 
to tafie and fee how f weec , how 
full of life and marrow this fm 11 
Trachr·e is: it i as the cxtrJ\..9: or 
quinteffence of other more thick 
and darklycompo{ed TreJcifes of 
Theology ; being much in little: 
thou {halt finde fome kernels here-
in, ith their ihell r~ady broken to 

thine 



'l'o the RtAder. 
thine hand; fome :ddles in rhcir 
p1a n fence unridled ; fomc m He
rie of HiCT:orie reve- led: fo , that 
in m ny things the Scripture P "ra
bles are fo e/·pla C(1

, that thou fl1alt 
fay, thr gh thcli ht of the er th 
herein: now know wee tlut rhrnr 
fpeakeft plainly.and not in parables; 
myfi:cries hidden from former ages, 
being now in meafure more 
bro 1ght to light. The Authours 
minclc m the Latine drdfe was ele
gantly, fignifcan:ly and p r:picu
o. fly c~·preiTcd; i~ may be the Eng
lijh fiyle \\ill noc be fo rakin~;yer if 
n aucr r· tbcr than word ,be it thou 
frekefi, here hou hafi it accordi g 
to th befi fofficiencie of the Tra 1: 
lato· r, as I fuppofe; tho gh c be 
to mra.lrogethe • mknown. 

In fine ; it may \vcll be called the 
German Divinity, the dill.de is like 

the 



Toth, Redder. 

th father, it fhewech it felfe orie of 
t· that mpcriall Rae~, which ~~arech 
1i the S read Eagle for its devde. For 

a he Eagle in flight i: higi-~tfr, 
f, ifceft, in fight cleerdl, in fight 
firongdl:; fo fhis Tr fr [C fo"rech 
alo£, b" il.dtth on high, even a ve 
the {bury Heavens , bea!intc her 

1 Chickin the childre.1 o Truth, 
upon wing to the face of the ~- m, 
f peedeth un o chc fartl cfi: r:nd o 

• tr 1th, pier--eth irnuo .he in'( rds and 
bowels thercot~& overpo re h the 

• mind with her, erity~ chafing away 
den~itfoll vanity. Were 's wonh 

a buc know ·e , t ere wo ,_fr{ n ycbcr 
want hat d •. r i cart to oi e it enter~ -
tall m : La .. m re' {h~ 11 1 fay ,: 
bm .1s the A pof1 le in anorher cde, 
Ufa hofp ·ta!;ty,far thcrebJ_{ome h,n1e 
tnterta;,ied Allfe/.r. [o i re thou ho-
fpitalicy to this German 1lranger, 

who 



'.to the Re,der." 

who kno~ but that,. although hec 
c mmcth to thee in the evening and 
t , 1iligh of thy undcrftanding, fo 
tha at,and f< metime her it's firft 
a )proa h't •, ppeare t tl ee as t1 c 

a • did, b t meane and in mans 
et i rhe n-rife ef >rdc 
· n thee thou ma , ce 

t and A ngcll of &< ds 
: and if-h Fa her of 

• • rit fhall le.. d thee 
nd thrO\:gh his, it 
n enc to him, to 
fomc cher ofthc 

• is a 1 o er of tl cc 
a c truth. 

Gile Randall. 







The PR EFA:CE of 
John '.Th~ophil~s> who· 

tranflated it out of high Dutch . 
into LAtine. 

ftms "-!is little Book hath fo 
rnch delighted me~ that 

l dv)• ._ ·hr fit t_o rr~m{Ltte 
--•'"'- t into L, t :ne, The fl:yie 

is finr ... dll<l p1r ~y. , \: ·iucl.). we may 
c ·mpare o a green grove, although 
little, yet fo pla 1 ed, that therein is 
no plain cree,or any other, fee onely 
ir;r pie~t ure and nm for fruit , ~ut is 
cyery where -full of fruit-beariug 
flock: Even fothislirdebookdoch 
nor 4elightthc R':~derwich'anv elo
quence of phrnfe, with no pa,n ing 
in ·cements, or (as it ,verc ) ftw. ers 
~f f}Jcech, hut' i dorh deliver meere; 
precepcs., and thofe mofrpr fitablc 
to the in . r 1e:tion of a Chrifiian: fo .. 
aeed in rcgtlrd of rhe fhorcneffe it is 
·.. ~ A 2 fome--



The JJ--ref--1ee df 
fomew hat obfcure , and oft 
read oyer .. and chat with dili 

Alf< I add funher ,that if 
be deftrous to re d this Boo 
en only to increafe his kno 
and not to doe the things c 
in it, he rcJds it in vain, for 
inccna to become a skilfull l 
bat dman, • mufi put his hand to 

plow .As concerning mytranfla 
undcdLnd"that I have ncith 
nor derratiea • 
'Amhor,.a d c 
ob'curit) • 
p1 ed wi 
thenrhc 
of it,yet Jc 
lie~, onld ofi 
it, \ I • f 
a 
w 
de ., 



f1htiThe~phil111 .' 
it1iereunro, becaufc: tl{e A:uchouru.; 
Jkth chac manner of fpeeeh, where.: 
:in I ought to be thought no more 
:blameable th'1;n T.idley, who doubt-: 
:!cd not to be bold in ufi.ng tlie words 
;Ap piety And ientality_, a Writer may 
~make b0ld when nece!!ity requireth 
~tocommand words,andnqc_cokarn 
h 

· , .J (',i, ' . 

't em. · ::- ··· . 
1 The infcription of this Bo'ok is 
:i Theolot,i" GermanicA, theAuthour. 
• is not named, only I fin de it \\;rittcn 
• in a cenaine little Preface co the 
t Book,that he was one ofthofc who, 
.. are called Dun TesJtonict, or-Ducch· 
; Lads , the Frc;nch call che~-q die 

J(ni~hts 0£ the Rhodes, an·d he wa~ 
d. Pndl: nd Governom:of the houi"t· 
of , 1e('toni{{ ri .. 01' high Dutch at 

1 rantjort, 
r ~be argument is of the new man, 
1• or tnc ncv/ creature, for hdhcwech 

, • • "-A 3 • the 



Trhe Pnf1.ct·rf 
the m:nner how a m:m may be r~ 
fiored , and_ rcrnrnc to God from \\ 
1vhom hec is falne, \\ hich indeed is 
tr~ic and right Divinity : And the 0 
n.1anner is this ; Sin e thit man is 0 
ialne by follm.vmg his own will, it 
is necdfary that he be willing to be 
rdl:orcd ( for medicines :ire to be 
comrnry to their difbfrs ) that hcc 
be deprived of his own wil,ana fol .. 

. fow th(' will of God, & no man can 
fen-e two ]\,fa{krs : But as a man 
may very well put out his own eye~ 
or k11l himfdte , -yec c:nnot rd!ore 
himfelf to fight or life again ; even 
fomanis in Ad.-sm prone to ddlroy 
himfelfand all his pofierity by fol .. 
lowing his ownc will : But ncyther 
he nor any who is guilty, and over
thrown by his fin can poffibly fave 
himfelf,or repair the breach: It was 
nece{fary agam for the faving of the 

world, 



1ohn_ Theophil'!'!~ 

.world, thac one {hould arife & cxift 
who was holy, har_mleff;, pndcfi1 
led., fepcratc fronl finriers to de iver 
~thers from fin , ~nd te:ichthe waYi 
oflife,and this was J efus Chrifi he 
Son ot the living God, tow hon all~ 
PO\\' er is given both in heaven and: 
earth , who cloth not only teach· · 
man the way to falvation , but alfo' 
giveth them power by faith co· 
walke in it. 

I would not hereby. have you un-• 
clerfi:and a dead faith, for that is no 
more faith than a dead man is a man · 
bur a working & a living faith, fuch 
acne as Saint Peter defcribechcoge
ther with the \Vorks & efleds thcrc-
9f, faying·, Add to yo11r faith vertue, 

, And to your vert11,e lmoivledge and to 
yo11r knowledge temper1tnce; aud to 
temper,mce patience, and to patience 
godlineffe, And to godlinejfc 6rotherly 

A 4. kind-



liiiilntfft' Ana to brolherly } • 
eJJittitJ. F ,,. 1f th :fe t"l,ingJ re 
~·,fJ14~bu11a in JOII, they -ill 1tJA 
:ih"t yo_u]!fisl/ NtJthtrl,/1:,arren.n 
Jf;ritifuW intlie Rn,•leilgeo[ ,.,. q, er su., B tit Ju t'hAt !Ac k'ttiJ ihife th 
if blind A1f if11r off, a 
ha~/, fargdt ivM purgti f 01» /HJ 6/d Ji {)re th r.t. he 
mthrtn, gJve . enc~ t, mAt 
yo • ·,n f11re , for i 
di . you }halt ne"v -1', i . . 
J4f. • . 

Saint P.eu s of a true' a 
livd y faitfi , "'' 1c .doth not on 
procure unto man the forgivene 
of his fins by the merit of Chri 
but al o efk&ecl r1 at as before h 
yielded· l is 1ne11.1bcrs as \\' CJJ ons of 
nrigl troLtfodfe unto fin , fo here

after hee ma~ 0 • r them. a~ infrru-
mencs of righ e!fe to do we.It 

• " And 



~o!in The op hi li«. 

( Anlhecaufc S.Paer i 1 this p1ac~ 
doth defcribe a certain ladder ri f 1-
~tion, I purpofe tom ke it Elaine,. 
whereby wee may more evidenrlY. 
perceive by which fteps-~e may af.. 
cend to the top thcreof,lefi chat an;_ 
inan fuould be content to fiand on
fy upon the firfi ftcp,and yet thinll~ 
hee hadattaincci to f lvation, from 
which hee is difiant many degrees • 
.. 1he;:efore ( according to S. Peter) 

i faith bringcth forth venue , that 
is., ftrength and ability to performe 
thofe things which eh )U beHevcft 
arc to oc done as fo ta-ugfa from 
~od. As for example Cl ri!kom-

1 
manas us to love o u·· e ietnie , and 

to do good to chem v\J hicli do evil1 
t9'us$ ow ther arc fome \ no be~ 
licvc that tl1is cami'of b done ag in, 
the hate their enemies & dot hem 

~11 thc"''mifch1cx~: others bchevc thae 
it 



'rhe Prt/4ct of 
k i, .to be done by the aflifrance o 
God,~nd there ore do good rorhc~ h 
enemies : .Confider all f ects & kinds J 
of men , you ihall fin,]e tfo,t thofc i, 
~· 

1 

1 b.-. ic 7C it i ~ P' ,1I~ole to bed me, 
d e, ' ~ 0 n1c., and rh.1t Chnft 
who La ·b_ ce them po\ er to be
lie e, J ,ath gi. en hem power alfo 
~o· perf >nne his Ctr:nman emencs, 
for it is not fi id in v~i 1e that all 
things are poflibk to him that br
Iicveth ·: and this I fay gtncr lly of 
all other precepts of Chrifi,As th1u 
'hdieveJf (fayrh Cl nfi , Jo be it 1111t(J 
thee; this is generally to be taken; 
!ook how m eh faith any ne hath 
and fo much firength of venue hee 
bath alfo. 

2 And venue becettcth lcnow
Iedge, for trne know ledt, e c nlifis 
in experience which commeth to 
pa!fe when a man is made able co 

• per-



!fohn rheopM!m. 
performef< me hing, <lorh eel't:tin-
1 y ~nO\ that that vv hich bef; ,re ,cc 
did believe hee did not cenai,ily 
know might hav;.. been pe ·formed: 
Ex~mplc hereof wee have in Ca/FI, 
and Jofl,114, and the reii of the If 
r11elites who did O\,:ercome the CA-~-

• nanites , for then they did certainly. 
know that thofe mig~t be overcome

. as they had before bdievcd,but the 
rdt of the lfrAe!ites who dtd not be
lieve.that this could be done, could. 
nor do it. And again, they knew it 
no ,foac chat day foch as don t be- · 
lieve rhac ~foch is the, power of T 

Chrifl: as that hee is able co beat 
. down the power ot the Se1·pent un

der the feet of the faith~ 11, thofe • 
men are not able o tdill: fin, there
f9re they kn w not how it may be 

. done , a11d therefore deny it , but 
thofewhobdievccandoit by faith, 

. and 



• The lre ~et of 
and know certainly that it may b 
donc,and again,affirm~ it to be true. 
• 3 Knowledge bnngeth forth 

r.empera~c-c , 6 r a man confinned 
ith thi nowleage,goeth forward 

t LhC marlc, hopinb for the fame 
fi die in the refi : and therefore 
witli.-liolHhimf elffrom bodily 1 fl:s 
~1d pleafi res wliich fight abainft 
the foul, l~llbcinghindrcd by chem 
hee be de :>rived of his Cr )wne of .. 
vi~ory. _ w as· the CAldeans did 
,,, x and perl em e truj'4lem, v hen 
if rrodled againfl hem, having be .. 
vjngbefore ofit? own accord fer.red 
and ob ycd them. In like manner it 
fall~h 0ut in all rebellions of Sub .. 
je!tts , for the Juil and pleafores 
which efore we voltmtaril y ferved. 
when \ ee rebell againfi: them by 
t mpcrance, do-vex us in rene . ring 
their dcfu-es, and &rec-d-us grie e as 

much 



!fahn ~heo . .. 

111uch as before they did ,dcijght; 

4 which that we may hear manful

ly , wee flan~ in need of Pt iencc; 

5 And be,aufc wee know tp,at fhi• 

-trouble which \VCe muil undergo in 

rdi fiing thcfc ,,:icked lufis a.r1d~aif c• 

th n~ in bcaHng ofinjuric aorfJar .. 

cxrecd our ftrcngtn, let us camcltiy 
call upon God with ])a't.1 d, that bee 

ul .. each ,and furni{h o r hand 

he-battai and tl1qt ,hec i 

\ s fr for the victory 

= ·eh i1 ion and mill if:1 1~ 

1S 1n ego c. 
_ .6 Fur-t 1crmorc having•o~ainc.4 

beLcf rs by this •dc,~otio,q. 

wee do lo in for t4cfc hCj 

ndits • ' ~ve bun 
than - it is or .. 
aam urlo~ 

l" n1 , 
h dOQ.c; 

thee::, 9nt~ 



·The Prifttce of 
fij~ nothing (for hee needs not our 
goods, feeing all things arc his, .rcc 
t~ r J our love upon them ~ horn hec 
lo 'CS and commendcth unto us,that 
is tu fay upon godlymen,and o ·c of ~ love we do them good. 
: 7 And beG1u c this loYt w hICh: 
we beare to God and o· ,r bre hren, • m regard of Gods benefit bei ow
ed upon us is impe1fe.., , a~· -bci.1g • ;oyn_ed w1th the iovc o~ o .. ,r ~c e , 
that 1s, OUl' O\ n profit, it never cea 
fetli co in re' ie unr I ir: amun roper"= fcl. ion .. F)r we fee nat 1rally come 
to paffe in plants and living n·ea .. tures: and all things that chey nc\.·cr 
teafe grbwing lln \q they come of 
ripe abe) fo ir come t0 p~fie that 
wee pn ceed fo f:.tr as co love God, not becau(e he is good co I ,bur be; 
~al fe he i ~ ood ' e ·en a • by aturc 
we lo C toofc things which be be. l-

tif ull 



. ;fohn Thtnphil,u . 

.ifuil for very names fa1ce ; though 
,n profit redouud co us: Now eh<; 

aury of God is gooducU9e it fclf; 
tfiacs hich none ough,t to be lo~ 

,lved cY,thcr for reward or tear of pu
niQ"lm<:nt, This is it wh1co S~ foh11 
calls p~rfeci: love , the perf ec ion 
,whercofa11 the deer of C,od frrivc 
·to obrain a the chief end, forth ere 
,is nothing more -perfect & 'of more 
(~ntiquicY, then the lovc·of <.,od, ·ea 
,God himklf is love ': Whofocver . 
•liath cbrafoea this love; is oeprived 
cof all Egoity , ( that I may ufe t e 
-word~ of our Authour') ,md doth 
ilove God only as he is g-ood , and 
fall thmgs befides, \\ hich God lo
ivcth • himfelf, that is, all things 
which arc any where, fin excepted, 

. fc rthereis nothing w l.id1 l..iod lo
t vcth not, fin cxcepred . 
. "-· Jhis little Book prouounccth to 

us 



"J'.ht PKtfttc1 . .. 

ps the lov°e of God, a.Qd cJo 
a ttain the fam 

valiantlfi 
• o rnme t 1s pri 
fiamly.r n this 
i;Iome~t 
ningii, h 
Chrifrrl1n<l f o 
ledecd of hlm o,fo 

' Even as in the Laiw 
~,-

(4 e ! ~ Altli4 
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lllllllll!llllll!!!!l ~ - ,t~~;@lf~~1~l~J.;;_ i ,~i,,,=,,,,,,,, r,,,r,,, 
Theologica Germa?tica, 

A. Little Golden Boc·k, 1 Sh~wing briefly, how to put • 
off the O Id Man, and to 

put on the New. 

CHAP. I. 

Vhat u perfec1, and wht11 iJ imper-- · fell. 

,...... • t P A u L faith , When that ~ tFhich iJ pe, fd1 i1 C'&me, then that J 'W!J1ch i, 111.p!1_(t[f 11ndinp.1rtfhAll • 
6e n!nlijhcd: Tow obferve what 

ii t-o bf'> perrcd, ~ d what to z; .. in 
n: Pct't~c1 !S 'iat thjng which in it fdf, 

B :ind 



~ PVhttt i5 perfell,ttnd 
and in that wl- ich it is, comprehendcth and 
con a· 1~th all tl ings: nd wanting which ' 
and without which, nothing truly is, and 
wherein all things have that thing which 
they are ; for it is the being of all things 
:ind is u11€h:mgeable and unmoveable in 1t 

fclfe, a nclyet doth diangc and move all o
th cr thi gs: 

B.ut that is imperfccl:a-ttJ! in p:irt, which . 
bath its oeing and exifl:ence from th:i I 

whkh is,perfcct, even as decrneffe and 
brightne{fe.prccecde: from the Sunnc , or 
from theJigntj ano !cemcth to eefomthing 
which is called this or that, and is n:.imed 
a creature , and none of thefe imperfcd 
things is that which is p.erfi!ct, neither is t 
that perfcc~ thing ~ny of thofc 11,·hich ate 
impctfica; imperfc d: tbi1igs may be co1u
prehended> ki1own and rxrrdfed, but that 
which is Pet;t:ct is incomprehcnGble, un 1 

known and unuttcr ble ., of :111 crca tm cs 
they are creatures ; Th rcfore that wruc 
is perfect is \\'tthout name,~ s mg 10nc 
thefc, 3.t'd a crc~ture as a ciea.ture, C 

!wow or co111prche1,d ic. ow when t 
:wru 



what is imperfacr. 3 
1ifp· i& ;rfrct fa corn • h· is 
erfr8: i5 contcnmcil ~ th it 
c? I f;iy itconfoicth when 1t is o far 

own, perceived and tafied in theminde 
p ffiblc it can be. ' 
Here arifeth a gudrion, feein it is fuch 
hino a~ cam1oc b 1prc--

11dcd of:u{y'cre an t at t eminde 
a cre-ature, die w is it polftble that 
c rnindc ffioul now it ? I therefore .ad
d, ~s it is a. cr.ea~ure, as if I . fhould fay, 

s ~t is a crcaturcframed.a9d created
1 far fottfr 'as' it can be foio ofit; I ot 

i. ili~i fur~ 
endthatth~ 11~ay ~ 

own of any creature lt IS nccc ,an; that 
cry thing ~vhic.h i cle.,and 
ay be called I md my felfe, -lhoo.id-perdh 

be turned to 1JOthi11 • This is the 
eaning of Sifnt P ,.,;, ; when he faith.a 

\vl11ch 'i.r p,rfoEI t5 come (that 
kh i~ • mperfrtt, 

• ings., 
., or 
h ly 
on ... 



4 PVhat u Sinne? 

contem1ed and counted for n?thing :Surdy 
folong as we efrceme of that which wee ; 
call I, and fo 1011,g as we cleave unto it, : 
that which is perfed: remains unkno\l\'n. t 

Some man may objeet,you fay that there 
is nothing befides th:it which is pcrfc8:.,or 
without it, and vet you fay, thatfomthing 
c!oth flow fi:-om it, that then which flow- • 
cth from it is \l\'ithout it ? I anf wer, tha 
befidtit or without it, nothing truly cxi 
ficth , beca fe, \\'hatfoevcr Howeth from i 
is not trnly it, nor hath any being, but in 
that which is perfr6t ". ana is a certain cvi 
cent bn_ghtn~.ffc: or clcerncfs, which indeed 
isnothing,nor bath any being; outin the 
fire from whence the brightnctfe floweth 
as we fee in that Sun an I ghc . 

• r 

T p uth;Faith' 
Sinue is r.o~hiqg c 

Cc .:~~urc doth d1ve11 it kl 



5 
mutable God, and adhereth to :i mutable 

• that i, , doth tut!'} it felfe from that which 
is perfc:ct, and to that which is in part and 
imperfect, andefpcdally to itfelfe : Now 
this obferve, when the cri:aturcdoth chal

, lengc any geed thing to it fe]fc: , as to be, 
tohvc, to know, briefly, to be able to doe 
anythingdiat can be termed good, as be
jng in itfclfe th~t go«! thing, or as though 

1 that good thing were ~ppert~ninz unto it 
then it av~rtcth it fclfe , ·what other thing 
then did the devil!? or vvhatwas his aver

' lion and fall, but that he did arrcgatc thi 
1 unto htmfdfe, that he was fornething, and 
would be fomching, and chat fomthing 
,vas his., and in his right and power, this 
anoga11cie to be I, to my ic1fc to be me, and 
to Be ~ine, was his avcifion ~nd fall, ·and 
this is ftill in u.te, 

B 3 CHAP. 



W Hat oid AaAm ~alfo C (e but tl\e ve. 
ryiame,mcnarc:v:pn to~faythai 

':Ad11 m pcnilied b~c. ufe he did:eate ~n-•p
plc, I fay) this happened to hirt1 by rdfon 
of his arrogan~ie , for tl1.;.t he a{fumC'.d to 
himielfeto _bd., to me., mine, me, &c. :For 
hough he hadeatcnfovcn appks, 1fit ha4 
ot Been in regard of his arroganci~ , ~ 

,had not fallen_, but y,heh arrogandc fool 
pbce, he then fdI., and fo he ihould hayc 
rlone, though he had eaten no apple at all. 
But let us proceed~, I have fa1Iei1 anJl'tm
drcd times more pr<!dpi aIIy then ;,1-am 
dia, and 3fl mm \vere not able to rdlorc 
the Ioltc and fall of YJJ11m, how tlieJJ 
might my fall be correcl:ed or reHored? 
fiircly it muH be helped as the fall of.AJA,,,. 
was., and b the fame helper, and afier the 
fam~ mam.ter. 

How then, and from whom procedeth 
this amendment? neither could man d'1t 

jc 



Adams Sinne. 
it without God,, nor was Go"d b~una to 
doe it without man : Whcrefdre,Goa 
affumed the nature of man or hum:u11tic: 
and became man.land man was made God, 

. and thus was the-amc,11cfrnci1t made, and 
fo m !l my fall e correcl:ed : I canhot doe 1 
it withoutGodJ neither will G@d c!oc ic 
with cut me: For that this 1r,ight be cffc- • · 

f eted, it was 6ting that God in me fhould 
alfo become man , that thus God fuould 

~ take upon himfc Jfe whatfoc ,er • s in me 
afwcll w1;hinme aswithoutme;is nothjng 

. mightremain in me contr:1ry to God o 
might hinder his w01kc, and though God 1 
{hould aflumc aJl men that arc unto him
fclfc J a.nd fi1ould become m~n in them ~md· 
they in him fhould Become God .1 ~nd the 

• [anic•fuou1d net be done in me ..1 my f.11 
fuottld never be recovered, nor ·yet my 

• fmuc done away, except the fame were 
·alfo<ioncin me: neither know J.,, or.am I 1 abl~~ tb g·ve my fotthmmcc towards this 
~1'nen ment , and ,·ec6vcric, but' oncly 1 
riu,1fi ifuffer and be patient, ~md God ondy 
the agent and d'oei·, l foffcri1~z his WOl k 

R 4 _ and 



and wiJI which bee ufe I ,,i,,tll not fuffcr, 
but will . felfc oc , and tome,and t inc, 
this nindied G od, that he could not work 
·without dilturhir.ce , and fo it came to 
pa{fcthat my fall and averfion remaineth 

.unamcnded_. and all thisfallcth out by rca. 
fon of my arroga.ncic. 

CH A P. 4. 
That 11/l good is onely Gods. 

G Od faith , mine honour will I iive to 
none , which 1s as much as if h(e 

lli(.,uld fay, that honol1r and glory is due to 
none but God only, therefore 1f I doe arro
r ogatc any goodncs to my frlf as that I am, 
can do any thing that I know,that I work, 
or that any thing is mine, or done of mcc, 
or done to rnce , arrogating fu,h things to 
my fclfe, a11d turning them to my honOU( 
~nd glory, then doe I doubly ottend: fof 
firH I foll and avert my fclfe as hath betne 
tormerly faid , next I deprive God of hi4 
l1011our m attributing that to my fclf wp· h 

is 



of the pt1ting off 9 
I" • • • • • 

js proper only to God : .for w ho.tfocvcr 
ought to· ~c cal~cd goe>4 )that is due to uon e 

. but to the eternal! and .true good which is 
God. And ,vhh fo ever doth 2rrcgatc that 

1 unto hirnfclf doth undzhtcoufly & againft 
God. • • • 

• c H ~' p. r. 
. of the putting off the old mAn. 

SOmemcn fay, thatamanoughtto be:.: 
8 .. cme void of w~fdomc, ~111, ddirc, 

~nowlcdgc., and alfotlienHings, "hich is · 
n not to be uncicrfiood ~ 1 that in man there , 
r fl1ouia be no kno,,·1edge , or that God 
ri fl:f ~u d not oc knoV\ ne , loved, 1Villcd, de

fired., praifed.) or honoured in l1im, for this 
were :t mighty fault, and man iliould b(_ 

• comchkcabciafr :' butweemufiprocccdfo 
far that our kno\'\ 1c'"!ge mly be fo deer ~nd 
{>(!rfcct as tounderfiand that this know
fodgc bclongeth 11either unto man nor t·ntO 
theccatur ,bt t 1nto tb eremall wifrlome> 
a outwhkhisthe cternallWoai;and thus 

• •• •• ~ s roau 



1 
, at:Illa, 

doth arrogate thde to himfdfe, the nobler, 
c:Kedlen er, :md divi ,: he becommcth,and 
the more he doth a me thefc to himfelfe, 
fo much he j • • • • bafe, 
~d • 



H ().fV the life of Man, 
it. itprocecdcth nctfrom'mcc, &c. ~ndfo 
mine moga~cy ·\vould fall to nothing. It ii 

t better tha:t God or that w hlch is b_elong
ing to Gdd frieiuld.Bc l<~owI?,, loved,pr yed 
a1 d honoured as muchi as may be poffil'>k, 
and that man lhould conceive that hce 
doth prayfo or love God J then that God 
fh~d not be prayfed)ove<l, honm.rcd :in1 
known, for when opinion and igtioranc 
arerurnetl to knov. kdge al/la under!hnd-
ing oflhis., then arrog:mg vanHhcth,for a 

t1 ,man,~ilitlien fay on thi~ wife;·Wrctcn and 
fool that I am, I foppo(ed 11.1y felf co bt th:ie 
thin~, but now I perceive that lt was'andis 
G9donly. • . • 

. CH A P. 6. 
How the life of'man is to bt 

' com.FJofad. 

B Oetim faith, it is our'fou.ltth~t w~e do 
tiptJ~vcthat hich is belt, andl.e rein 

'cfaithr he 'tni h ) fi r thj t ' hich I!> b ff 
oughtthoih6be o ~d; and1J1 th 'lo eno 

4 ~1 Jc:11 ct1: 



is to he comp Pfed. 
rf.:!pcc1: is to be had of profit or difpr~ 
'honour or reproach, prayfr, or d1fprayfe,or 
any fudi things, but thac, which in very 
truth is the moll: excellent and bdl, the 
fame ought alfo to be deardl: unto us, and 
that for no other end, but that it is heft and 
moll excellent : According to it a man 
mightcornpofc his life both externally and 
internally, externally becaufe amonglt thofe 
things that are created, one thing is better 
then another as tbe cternail good doth fuinc 
more m one then in another,111 V\ hich thing 
therefore that eternalI good , do:h moH of 
al iliinc, worketh, is knowne, and admi
red; that amongH: all ~reaturrs is mo.R ex .. 
cdlcnt alfo ., where it is leffe apparant that 
lik~ifo is the leffe good. Seeing thcmore 
that man is convcrfant with the crratures 
doth Ltfe them, &. krioweth their difference, 
hee ought to c:Hceme that which is beH to 
be moit deare, and to cleave l!ntothat., and 
to unire himfdfe thereunto , and c:~ciafly 
Wlto thofechings which atcattributcd tnto 
~od :\S his, and bciongeth unto l1im,foch as 
~c his goodndle, truth, pea,c, love, and 

ju.ftic~ 
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juRicc ; & ~ucording to thefc the outwud 
,c man oi gh to fran"!c his l1fc , and to ddpile 

,~ and fiie :1ll things which are controiy umo 
~ then : But if the inword man by a jUO!p:as 

a:.i it wcrc,will {kp into that which is perfid, 
• that which 1s pe1fect will bt fociid paiid 
perceived to be bo•mdldly , mfinitdy. and 

• innumerably more excellent aud btttcr that · • 
., ·hatfofver is imperfcct nd in part, alfo 
~thccterna more then thc.tranfitory , and 
• i the founta inc :,n<l begin nirig more then all 
~_thiugs which flow or can proceed from it; 
dandio th which 1:> imperfect and in part 
·•lhall be unpleafunt and become abo11!hcd. 

a. This obfcrvc to the end., that which is ex
·cdlent, and the belt may be alfo hdd the 

1o, dcareH, it is iequifitc tnat this be dcne. 
I~ ____ _;_.;,,.__------:. ___ _ 

CHA:P. 7. 
of the two eyes of chrift. 

1, WE 11.uH confider tha~ which is re~ 
,' amt 'aid, that theioulcof Chn!l 

Zl l a rn o yes, the one tl?e ri~ ht eye, theo-
1 thcr th~ ldt: fa th~ begmnu1g when th]ngs 

,vcre 



wcrecreatcdJt erg te}cdidt ~ 
into Ecernity andDivinit_ >and there fi-ood 
unrr.ovca le· ntempfatioa :and 
ufe c£tbe d djvine:pc1fc ... 
cnoil, ana ved frccfc m 
hll falling, k~ pa nJ and 
torment., tl e outwnd 

• • beheld things 
crca erence., 2nd did 
und ter and worfe1 
mor fe , ~md in thi 
ma df 0lfrift waf 
f.t s ard rnancl 
C n cvt f his 
fo r divine na. 
tuu m p~rfett p , but tht 
outwardma a tl, foult 
was with him in ,md p.et. 
feet I bour, ~nd ffc, that 
that i • • {~ _e.'l.f remail ed-~nmo
-.~d) n 

to 
d . 1s fai 

~ • . cd auhe r.illar, :2n 
mi to Ulc OU 





·16 Whet'her in thu lifa-tttrl,-.,1/ 
ere.me!, it is 11ecdfa1 y that the right 
be employed in Colltemplation. 

(! 

CH A P. 8. 
1 Whether in thiJ_life eterna/l happi»efs 

may he tajf ed. 

I T is a quc!lion whether the foule wh' 
jtis 1nthe·body, mayproceede fo furas 

to behold eternity and r(ceive a tafie r1 
rternaJI :md everlafl:ing h3pf :ndfe? ufu. 
ally it is dcnyed., . nd fo it. is m1e if you un-
der • this man11cr: So long :is 
the holdthe body,- and thofc 
thii long to the bony, astime 
'1n tht ich :m· crcatt"d ~ and doth 
conforme andmir. • e ·, ith them, 
tH c nnot e, for e{oulcn,ay 
idifcerne or bchol • s nc,dfary 
that i nd efcmblan-

{ ces, 11 t and efp'c-
/ ci 11 c it felfe: 

Au 1ev 11fe. B c 
• tmil i· . doneai 

. may 



h,ppineJ!e "'"J 6e httd. 
tnay hr. athercd ( t t of h1swords oTir.:o• ~ 
·h1, which ~re thefc; To htl"!d,. i'l.•i11t fc
-:rers., it 1s neceffary that tho :1br < n t y 
r,ns and wha foever can be perceived by 
tliy fenfes, reafon 1lf'o, :.ind the a~ions of 
rc:ifon, and whatfoevcr ~an be perceived 
and known by rcafon, whether 1t be cre
ated or uncreated, and that thou goeand 
,pa fie out of thy fclfe, and frcm the know
, ledgeofall things vvhich I have mentio
"' ned, and fo come into that on~ unite of 
.t.him who is above all no.turc and know-
~ lcdf,C .J thus far bee. Now if this could not 
befall man , w hv doth he teach it , or why 

f doth he ff·cake to man ? Yea , further 
know, that a certain M::i fler faith upon 

. thefc words of Saint Dmnu, That it doth 
come to paffe, that it doth often befall man 

[ that he verily thmketh that hr doth fee and 
• behold it :is often as he w ill , and there is 
~ nofuch afpcct., but that it is more excellent, 
' deucr to God, and niore worthy then 
. whatfoever all thmgs created as created 

can pcrformc. 



CH A P. 9 
J, txcept itbe in man 

wakem4n happie. 
EE P.1Uf.l cfpccia ly obfe 
.know tha,t no creature, 
he go.edit felfc, which is 

rn~ ernan or thefoule endued wit tue gcoa or b1d1cd , fo long ~sit is ·wi thefoulc, and the fume we mutl thi1 finne or m.l lice., ~nd th ref< re :dthou 
be a good thing to enquire :indfcarch, 
alfo to know what good men have dont or fu.ffcred, how thg, have Jivcd,and what • 

,jj. 

au 
allll 
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ooemade 
s no'r'that 
ow'nJ r 

, utaHo, :md :ibovc all: Neither • • 

It nccdfull that itffio.ild ilO"-' again enter 
to the fou , fer it is a • • though 

known: When itis T. s mcete / 
e 01ould come to it , an . t at it iliould 
m~ into the foulc, it is as m en., as if you 
ould fay, we ought to frcke it, have the 

kingouto it, :mdfmdliigitout: And 
aufcit is but oac . unity and fimpl.iciW 
ctter then multitude, forblcffcdnefit • 
pfaccd in many an multitude:, but iti 
and unitic, neither is it in any thin& 

or jn the worke of any created 
f, c bri fr ) .out 

' .. 
J 

I 

) 



c 1th :1Jlnatura1lth11.gs withthcirworkc 
and , .•. d1y my fe¥.e~ y<.'a "',fµrther, allwor er 
or miracles, which cnhcr Gcd hath co 
or ever may doc., in or by the nature of 
.thmes,yea :i Ho God hinifelfe with allh 
r,oc<fnrlfe, :is ~cis witho11t me ; and c re, 
nktli tomes~oth not m3J<c mebleff ed, a 

p .as he is Witt, in me' and lS khownl love a 
Telt,ancf perceived oy ~ . 

CH A P. xo. 

of the dejire of thofa who he 
i llumin4ted. 

'N Ow itis to be obfervcd . thatthoi 
who be illuminated w·ith the true fi 

light>dol<now that whtfocvcr they them
felvescan defae , rmake choiccc:{or what. t 
focyer hath been delircd,chofrn, or known 
at any time of any cre~ture at all t asitis a creature) is nothmg if 1t be compared tO 
tha~ eternall good; again: forfaking allde
f ucs and choi,c., they dee commit and re. 

+crre 



who oe 1ttamm11tea· 11 

• rre themfelves and all their atlions to the 

tcrnallgocd.,thcn thcrcremayneth in them 

~ defirc to advance and bring themfelvcs 

1eerer to the cternall good that is to~ nee• 

er know ledge and more ardent love , and 

't more ready fubniiffion and entire fubje-. 

rtion and obedience. So that every iliumi-

3te man may b~ablctofay of this manner~ 

[ could wifu I were the fame to the eternall 

;ocd th~t a mans hand is to himfelfc : And 
fuch men doe always fcare that they are not 

6ccomc fi.,ffc1ently fubjcctunto it, they do 

alio defae the falvat1on of all men, and vet 

they arc free from this ddirc , neither doc 
they cho.Uenge itto thcmfelves , as und cr

fiandir.g fi.tffic1ently that this ddire doth 

not belong to m:m,but to the ctcrnaU good2 

for wh;i.ttocver is good, .that no mano~ oht c:::;-7 

to an og:.1cc to hiwfrlf; bicaµfo it lx:I ng~th ~ 
to the ctcrmll g;ocd : Bcfidc thd hpde 
cfmcn do live in freedom, fo that w1tliout 

feare eitherof puniflu11cntor hell , 01 hope 

of reward met the Kmv0 dom of l.caven; 
J • ~ 

they li.v in 1ueriubjeciicn and cbcdie11ce 

to die dcma!: good; and that \1\'ith a tree 
love 



~z of the~efireofthTJfa,&t. 

God,bu 1 

rowana a 
11ndonr; 
ligne: for 
C6dandt 
plcuty, and 
fute., and fo in tl ,. 1· • 

amine h~midf w tnc!cthj1 

. 



of . Hell, &t. iJ 

i ,. . ~ C H 'A 'P. II. • . • • ! 

rJf H~01 and of the King dome bf , 
Heaven. 

He foul of Chrifl: , •as .to d • 
hell, hofore 1t could afcen 

. and the fam mull beTal' tl 
•. But confider how this md .. 
then comes to p,affe ;,.,, Hen 

wcth and behokledi lH 
himfelfo.fo ev1llJ as tha 

of all comfort and gooa t at 
im fi m God or the creatur : 

hiuketh nothing cite of him 
he is pcrp tuaJly d lo 
to b It¼1e then .e r of; 

h1mfclfe worthy al:nm e 
cah be all him in this 1 e, ~md that it 

gh tand j H that all things {houl<l foll 
c u-on l im, an bru g g~ief and tor
t to him J all \; • hich is J e then he de

r rcth yea, he foppofeth 1t to be ji H that 
ndho ld be d2mnedfor ever, .,nd b co e 

1thc footf.roolc ofa.U the Devils in hell all 
• 'hKh 



~4 uJ.·fieu. anri OJ tht 
which notw1thft:- nding is ldfe then he 
worthy of. . d l er will he or can 1 
conceive any cornforc or ddiver:mcectt 
from God or from the creatures , but 
wm· ng to wayt comfort ~nd deliver 
11eithc r Joth he waywardly bcare dam 
tion .l nd pa in) for that it 1s equall and j 
and m.t contrary but agreeing to G 
w>ll therqfore he doth love it, :md take 
in good part J not bearing unwiilmgly 
thing hut hiso, ·n fame and ungodJin 
bccaufotha~ unjufl:and contrary to t 

this-doth grieve and trouble h1s mindc, 
tlns is called true peni .. ence for £n, and 
that doth in this life fo come into hdl, 
fame m~n Jtter this life doth come into 
kii.gd me cfhc.:1vcn, and in this life d 
itiain foch a tafie as poffe{fc th all the • 
~11d rieafore as either hath or can be£ 
m~nin hislifefrom a· y ten.por, 11 • 
and a lorgasa m:.m is thus inheJl> • 
Gc-d or the crcatt rcs c:1n comfi r .b 
cvc-n (;:sit s mtrn) In I. /l tl-eYe rJ 
redtr:-'Pt ,,.,.. lfr h1 o o faid I . '"" , 
I du-, l iv, .t Zl t.t1Ht r.;o,nf~rt, 6rin!' 

'"" 



J.." ingdom of H uven. · ~ f 
h within And ~"i1ho11t , I diji_,-e af nont 

t/may_ bedd,vered: _Now q<,d liath 
orfakcn man in this Hell but taketh 
to himfdf, : fo as man dcfires noth~ng 
he ctcrnall good, and underfbndcth 
ternaII goocl to be above meafurc 

nd this is his pleafi,rc , peace, joy, 
fatisfadion: ind \l\hen m~Hl doth 

cgard or defire any thmg bt t thccter- ~ 
good,itcomes to patTetl1~tthe peace, 

., rdt, pleafure , and all foch like things 
doug to rhe et<:rnall ,'Tcoci brcome 
anlfo ma'l is in the eor 
: This Hd1 and ch1s mg crne cf 

avcn:ire too good and fafe w1ycs for 
in this life, ,vhith , 

c!e out riohtlv and wc1 
Hel)h-iit l 

c<ivcnd 
lll e . ' 

• ce 

an 
Jicve 
that 



hurt or dik:01 
~ is comfort 

eft;(r thisrlJje.av 
~nd deprived _0£ comfort.. . • 
a11d this heavenly Kingdon1e dodl ~~ 
man, foai htck11Qwethnot whtn~tw~ 
mcth ~ ucithc:r.can man by hi§ owuc l!W 
c}o or ptnlt any ~h~~ w he.rcµy they 
eiJhcr come or de rt irPllJ him, 1 
Cjilll man give rom 
~ithcr ofahefe, then.ii 
C,Ql~;to pa{f~ ritt 

• ( or1fpi . bit,· 

~ 

Jij 
~ 
w 

this 4r.,j Ji,. fa#/lll-1},,r,. 
t~i~~) . 

nw 

J 



of trne Pe11ce .. 
not which ,·vay to turn him, whereforehe 
ougbtnevcrtolct thcfctwo thing go·out 
of his minde. 

(:HAP. U • ., 

of tr1'e PeAce: 

M Any fay that they cm have no pea~e 
nor rell, but arc in continuallcon

fiict with many adverfaries" calamities, 
griefs and for~ows: If you will conGac( 
the truth of this matter after this manner, 
the very Dcvill might have peace if all c::::: 

ings wrrc carried after: his will add 
,hoice: For thiscaufe W&c mu~ marke and 
obferve the ~ace: which Chrilt did leave 
unto his Difcip1es at his fall paffagc, wheo 
liee faith MJ peAce 1 give 1tn/(J JOH , Hilt 

fHchMthe wor/J. giveth, give I HJitJJJoll, 
for the world dn:ciycth with hergitts. But 
~hat peace then is that whereof Chrifl: •. 
fpc kcth ? Surely th:it which is inwardr:.X 
w. hic:h doth pierGe and bi cake through aJ 
~alamities;) d vcrfities, troubles,.. mii.erics1 

C 2. an, 
d 



2,8 • of true Pettce. 
and infami'es; anrl aH fuch like; fo a5 a man 
in all the!c fhol'ld be joyfull and patient as 
Chrifls D ifcipl~s were , and not thev but 
al~ all the elect friends of God and the 
true imitators of Chrill: \Vhentorc per. 
f\vadc thy felf ,.if a»y man confrr his love, 
ciligr:ncc an~ cndevo~rs in and upon this 
thing, hce may foffcieml:x know the m.ic 
~na etcrnaJl pcttcc (which is God)asmudt 
as is pcflible for ~ creature. 

TIMHlerNI faith , Tr.ert M fame ;,, thii 
life, whD over~ fa.on,e .forf=k! thtir im11ti_,iA. 
tion.r hefort the truth l"ath f ried ~hem fr• 
them, and t~J d6t fat il:emfi lve1 at /ilm11 

thirefore c1tn tfii>Jh11rJ.Z1or not //It 110 .;t.ld 
t" the truth. The work cf Gcd theA arid 
11is Commandcmcnt woving ~nd u!monj.. 
thin£o ght alway5 to be d1Jigmtlyobftt ... 
,·cd .a.rd not the wo1ke ccmm:md and ad
m011itio:1 of men. New wcemufilmo 
that r o tn • n can be illumin a tect' except his 
·firll be purged, dmftd and freed: ard for .. 
thcr thac no man can be·unitcd with God, 
except hee firft be illu!'uinated, wh~~folt 
-tbc:re are three wayes , firft , purga 



t ?( " 

on; fecondly, illumination; ~nd thirdly, 

unit!on. _______ --"'.'" _______ _ 

of the fall of Adam, And the 
Ammdment by chrijl. 

·wHatfcevcr died and was loll in 

.Adam , the fame is quiclmcd and 

revived again in Chnfi: Likewlfe what

icever did rife ~mdlive m .A.d.1m, tbo fame 

pcriil-1cd and died in CbnH : But what is 

that? I fay it is true obcd1cncc and djfobc

<iicnce. And what is tmc obedirncc; I fay 

it 1s this , a man ought fo far tOlconGH and 

to be abfolutewithout fclf -will, and(~ s I 

may fo ipcakc) being 1, that hcc fcc~s ~ml 

tileans himte.f (~nd "hat he 1s in all mat-

•. ters) no 01ore then if he were not at all .,and 

that hee conceives no better of hm1fdf, nor 

tfie~rns r.omorc of hin-.fdf, and a-11 thatjs 

hisand all cteitures then it hcewc1c not at 

all; ~hat then is that thing which is to be 
C l citecmcd 



dlecmca and valued ? I anfi,,er it is tM 
only one thing which is called God , aAd 

- this is true obedience in nri~, and fo it 
fulleth out in blcffcd eternity that in no. 
thing is fought, dlccmed,or loved hut that 
one nor:tny thing :iccountcawonhy, but 
the fame one; From whe~cc it may hcga. 
thcred what difobcdicnccis (vi~.) wht11 a 
man doth attribute any thing to hunfdf, or 
uppofeth that hce i, fornc thing, lmO\,tth 

and is able to do fome thing, and regardeth 
himfdf and his own ends inhufo1dfc., lo
cth himfd~ &c. 
Man ~as and is created ,unto truc"obc. 

lic:rtce ,&!doth owe the fame untoGcd,and 
as this obedience wasJofi and perHhcd ,n 
Adffm, foitrevived a11dfiourifl1cdagainin 
ChriH : But di(obcdience arofe and hved in 
Ad11m, but died jn Chrifi. And furdv the 
humanity of Chrifi \vas, aud confi.flcth fo 
far forth ,,,holly and entirdy without itfelf 
~nd aU other things as no other creature 
co:nfi!kd at any time in like mann~r , and 
was no other thing but a certame marifion 
and habitation of God: of thefe it nryer 

chal-



of the fall of dam; 

challenged any thing to ;t fdf , nay , it did 

not challenge.the very I:>ivinity to it fdfc, 

whereof it was a habitation, nor any of 

thefcthings hkh the 0ivin tyw1lled,or 

refufcd in it ,nor any oftbofe things which 

in the humanity either befell or were fuffc

rcd , fo as in the humanity there was nci

thenrrogation, ieckmg, :nor tlcfirc,ilving . 

only a fccking and •ckfire, how ~nd a tcr 

what manner it might fatisfie the Divimty, 

•:md hat • cfy defirc the humanity did not 

attribute to it fdfe. ©f this knowkdgc:: 

more cannot be fpoken or •rittcn in tlii$ 

place for it is u~ipcakabk , neither was it 

ever yet d1fcovered nor fl1all he 61Ily cx

prdfcd ) for 1t is foch a thmg :ts cannot be 

• 

fpokcn or vvritten., but of him who •. 

is the fclf .f.1.mc thmg, and 
knew ..;th it. 1 

C i-J .a.,. 



~His j~ alfo to be obftrved \\·hen metb-• _ .l iriol'l is made of the old :uid nrw man, the matter is thus to be undcri1ood, the old 
m;in i1 Adllm, c!ifobedienceJeJfocffe_ cgoity, &c. But the new m:rn is Chiltand obedience. When wdpeak of dymg, pcnihing and d1clikc, \\emt:fitlmsundcr .. !hrnd it. It is necdfary that tl1c cld man be • bro1·ght to norghc; and when =ind "here this comes to paffc in the d1yincl1ght, there the nn,, man is borna ~g:i in : a.llo w11cn it js fa1d, That man nn,ft dye in hirnfdf, it is as mt·ch as jf you ihould fuy, it is nrcdfny that himfdf, or <"goity iliould dyc;S .PAHi foyth)Put off the old man with lu Work,f,,r.• 

p11t on the t:e)fl m,zn 'n'ho u mmle ,md framd according ,mu, God : Hee thatlives in fdfodfc, Jndaccording to the o1rl ma11, hre 
is, 



is, and is called the fonne of .AJ.111;, and 

hath power tYoil cfpecially, and in very 

truth to livn\·ith Lim, ~nd is dfothefonnc 

~nd \)rotter of the Devil~: but he thatlives 

jn obedience ar.d in the new man. he is the 

brother of Cl:ri!t a11<l the Son of God. 

Now when thc_oidman..dycs:, and the 

new man is botn}hw: thence 3-rif~th a new 

birth, of "''hich ChriH fayth, Exc1Jt 1t~ 

beborn1At,Ain, Jet Jhall t1ot ,nter intoth, 

, Kjnt.d",,u4 God: Saint P t1Nl alfo fayth, 

, Evtn M ,n Adam Ail mtn doe Jye, roen ~ 

1 

;,,Chrift Are Ail revived. As if bdhould 

fay, Whofoe-ver doth f How .Admn 10 di(

obcd1e1.ce J they are dead and {h:ill never 

live ag3ine out m Ghrifl:; that·, , in obedi

ence , the co.cfc is thh, as lcng as man is 

4dmn , ot hi Son, hcc i_s without God: 

ChriH faith, -Hu ,hAt i1 not with m11, u 
.1igainft ,,m. hcc therefore that is againft 

1 
God is dead lxfcrc God, but hee that is 

v/th<1hriH inobcdi~rcc, hce ist1ndlivcth 

• withGcd.Th·s salfo\l\rittcn,6niHhis., 

• \\·hen d e crea tl!rC cotn !lvCtt it frlfc fiom 

the Crea.tour , and is hke unto it , and th~ 
C 5 cry 



veryfame. For whofoever is iadifu ' cnce is in fin., ,neyther fhall fin ever be a ,rcc1edor amended, hut by turning toobt dienceJ and as long as a man l1vcth ind' obedience J fin is ncyer conetlcd nor a. ncndcdin him,dohewhathccan, w • is to be know_pe by this, becaufe difobcd~ cncc is fin it fdf. 'But ff man doc rttuJnto 
U"l.lC obedien~ all faults are corrected , ,a. mended., and pardoned , hut othc w .ife ~ cannot come to pa{fe. 

A mattct. worthy to be oblcrvcd, a: ttic D~vill could come to true obedience . a~ lhould become an AngcJJ, and all th.s ft11 and witledneffelhould ,be cori;cJ:lcd, a. _mcndfd, and :it p cc fo1gwt11 ; iAJfo if an • n~ll ~ou1d rquruc t1> difoWie.JJce, hoe !hould prefcntly become a D~vsll, alfhough be lbould dona otheMhing. 
If it C:OJJld come to ~fle that any man u~ght w.boly and abfolutcly <afi oif h.imfclt, 'foas that hce lived without a:Uth~ in true obcrdie(lcc-as the buman:ity oh G:hrift :as, then he lhoulci bevo1d of himfdfarxl :00c_~'it~ C~j{l, and lhould ~ thc.fzme . . . - . by 



traa which Ghrifi wa! by natur.c: But 
11~~PY t 1l;t.this <;an be tlone., and thcr,. 

• n i,J v.oxi <?f foi , howfocvcr 
id~t <> •that the Jlc~cca man 

oac t t\iis~dicncc,fo.muchthe 
w 1 ~od • the iurt4er hec ~ 

it, the ®IC h h :Finally, that 
,~or.bdfr of all, 
a11 ; D<km-

, oriftfkin m.chis 
~{\1qJ1{& ~l • e. ·U"bi$ alfo is 

rit~n,theJl sand cgoity,the 
,thcr:e js unrightcoufn~, 

C OLle,, .the gtca_. 

her: l'rus·~lfo is 
my f dfc doth t:lc
lfndf e) the lDO~ 

11 of God., . thatia, 

obcdicnae , ,the~~ 
miftry, .outonly 
y.the feµks, :md 
lotJtdbc complai-

~ of h m~ bethus,pr011cd·, or· 
p~ p}C to pific,a}l11J(ll wo,.Jdbc 

lJI 



ther would one gric\lc~ 
either i·ould any m~n lilt 

or rl . • contrary 
toG Vorlt 
md ifob~ .. 
dienc f h lly 
:ma ~vncerc J O • e 
that Chriftw &a 
{dfc ould rJo tidl 
:wou a 'be ai t tb tli1 man, 'atMt 
M10ttld put him to all bittcrneffe and mif~ 
.table forrow., for :ill men :v\'O Id be contra; 
to him., wh'ich we ma.y.under1lana oy t 
Eorthatll}an fo 'di "s obccH(n,e ihriuld 
cne '\'ith God, and Goo l'-iirrfdf fnould 
dierc man himfdf. Now all clifo~c!ien 
is cq,nd::a1 y to God> and i! 11odi1ng e1 
J ~CJY: ccoo tncr,c is lloth1ng contrary 
to God , neither creature. fnor \\Otkt 
of: the ,~ature ., 01! ~vhacfoevcr can be 
11amed or dio1·ght > rh~rc are noncof 
dufc I fay, conmry to God , orth:it can 
diiplcafe him but only difobeaience: But a <!ifobcdt'.llC man jg fo cHfj 1eabnt lllltO htffl., 
t\nd. conttary ; anu .God. com~JY nerh ro 

much 



hat wherras man doth grieve 
~ling .of thofo things which 
hini, th ·Id wiI-

hat hee 
1en e in man, and ~c-

. ere agam~ his · OV\DC obedience : 
nd althol'gh no man be fo "~olly :rnd 
nccre in this oocai hrill w ; 
tit m~y come to p=i fomc n y 
preach fo r..ecre un to be made 
et c~lled ... . :md ' fo •Divine ancl 

: And the nceecr an ootli come 
• and themorelrce is made ,Divme 

all d1fobediente , fin ~rid .jn
mcre tronp.kfo!neto:hlm:and 
being hard·tocndure.' Difo-
fin is the fa • 

l out difobcd1 



CH-'.P. tt 

t , "'"" ou.g'IJt 
gooa to God, ,ind . 

-~lfo. 

hioH now 
io111e men :whi 

'J+Y, t t.they arefofar 
ne out-0f;themfdvcs 

da life void ot forrow ,andfi 
ances, even as • f .m-n IG • 

• cc , or ~ if they were.no 
t they ma: and 

erch1fop des 
gs wha fuc 

ly to~t~r u , , 
their eflaoc iu10 ot bcforcfai<I; 
It 1s tru c , it would be (o if all men were 
inducd with obrdien1, but they arc l1't 

fo, and agam, this. cannot be, But fome 
man will fay, fu1d_y man o~ 
from all things , and net to attribute artJ 
thing to himfdfc, which 1s c1tbcr-goeior 

. ba<ll 



bad? I .1nfwtt no man oughttoattribute 
any good to himfclfe, fer that is proper on~ 
lyto God andhis gooondfe., but that mm 
hath grace and ctcrnall toward \ivho is. 
faed thereunto bcine. apt and pr-epared to 
be the houfe and ha bi ta don of tr-c ciernalJ. 
good and diTinity , ,fo as it may ex r~ in 
him without hindr.ancc., 1thepqwcr., "Will; . 
and work oflt felfe; b ·t ifman :willex
c~cife himfeife ., andattriburenone~ill o 

• h1ruidfc, but dcdine .to the dc:vill aod 
wickedndfc, then I fay_, \}\at blame, info. 

• mic, andcternallmif-fortwle,2nd ~mna-
. tion is due to fuch a lmll, fpt ~t qc is fit. 
. tcd and prtparcd, and ac~Cllllnodated unto 

this, that the dryill, dccc it, lying, and~ 
other w ckedneffe, m ·ght ha~ the • ll 
!cqpc,powcr, wcrke, nddikourfc,inh~, 
~thathe mjghtbethc~~aad~~- . 
tioµ th~t(of. 



CH A P. 16. 

That thechrijlian life u the befl. 

WT'Eourhtalfo to ohferveandln 
. that no life is fo e.: celJ~nt, goocl 

:irtd lo bdovdl cf Go(i , as the life 
GnrHl-, wnidi not,,·ithfhndmg is the mo& 
bitter lifetoaUnature~nd fclfodfe, ~foa 
diffolutefree life is moft r;Iea.f: nt to n;iturc 
fclfoeiTe, and egoi te , yet it 1s not the bdl 
and moll excellent; but it rnav he mace the 
bcf.l in forne men, and althoi1gh the life 
ChriH be n:ofl bitter , vet it is the btftJt. 
lovtd < foll, as from hence m~y appcir 
becaufe -that is the 10:0\\ lee ge ,, hereby die 
me and f mpk g<'od is djfc~rmi , ,~ hich 

gooo :s r.otth1s orthttJbutthcfamc wher
ofSaint P ,,1ul frc:~kcth when that ,rhit6 
u pe1-foEl- l"nd cntirt iJ ccme,thtn all di.1,•ir. 
~nd impt,r./: a,on Jhali be 1iboFjheJ, ~ icb 
ferltcnct""1s dn.:s to be taken, that ·whic~lS 
perlcct 1S h pcriourto all div1lion , ~nd C t. 
1y thing w ich is divided and j111pt~ . 



~ife iJ t f?e !Je_fl. 
nothing in comp:irifon of that which is 
frfcct Thus· alfo fuall all .kno\,·ledge 
-: that which is divided be abd,fhed, 

hen and where th3.t ,vhich is perfc£t is 
.1own. It is nccdfL11 alfo that it be fo lo
:d, as that tI e other love, whcre\\'ith a 
,1an doth love nimfelfo and all ether t'hir,gs 
e vvholy ~bolii11cd, and this kno,de(~gc 
oth aJfo d1fcernc what is bdh1.nd moft 
, cdlcnt ip, every thi1ig, ~nd lo,·erhthn in 
1c true good, -and t t 110 other carfc but 
·)r the: true gooo, 'and wliere this know
:dgc is, there is pcrceh·ed that the life of 
,hriH is bcH ~nd n~oft excellent> and 
1ercforc alfo robe loved of all, apd \\ il
ng'.y had and borne, ·not reg~rdi1;g ""lk
~cr it 15c f wcct or fower; acccpta.l le or 
ot•blefome to nature. Betides it is to be 

,biervcd, that in wbat m~ n this true gcod 
• kno'An, there it is ncceffny that the life 
f Chrifi fr odd be, aud rcm~in t nto the 

1cath of the l:5od y, r c tfo t thh1l<trh mhcr
v ifr is deceived Janel he that freakcthother
,v felyeth) and in whom the life cif ChriA: 

.snot, he neither lmo,,·cth the true-God, 
tor truth it fclfc. CH A P. 



C f{ A P. J 

of tl,e wa3 to 

LEt no man conceive that he 
. tain. to this tru~ ligt!t and Imo 

and the J ifc: of Chr1fi by many 
heiring, reading, or lludJ·ing J or 
lent hard fcienccs, and learning, ~r 
lice natura l rea.fon, I will f y furt~r 
lcn_g as ·man recaincth any thing <>f 
thing , or doth hold any thing in 
love, dcfirc or lludyit, or kcepe1h ic· 

_hands ,vhatfoocr that is, whether¥ 
lll3n himfelfc or any thjng dfe he atti 
11ot unto this : Tlm Chr1H affinncch w 
hefaith, If thou wilt fi//o~IW, fr,; 
th

1
1falfe A11ti.come 11fter.m~. And~ 

tfoth not fod~ke himielf and his 
and doth not leave and loofe it is~ 
thy of met neythcr can .he be my 
T.hc meaning of which words is t~ 
hat doth not forfake and a.bcallCIIFI 

things Qn ucyer know P!C tr~y J 



Th1tt theJife_ofl chxill. 

my life : And fay that this had never bin 

:red by the mouth of man , yet truth 

akcth by it fdf, for this is ~s true .is the: 

th it felt: But fo long =is man cloth love 
>att, :md a portion only :md d"pecially 

ilfclf,and doth mak~ ""ccount ana cHc: m 

rit, he is fo far o1mdcd th~tLcc!cnowtth 

: good hut fuch as.is m0G profitable anti 

, fingto himfelf, andtho{ethings whkh 

, . hisJhis I fay-he ac.cotattcth ofanu holds 

>ft dean=. 

f'Ih11t ihe life of ~hrift u tn~yeJ : 
of hum,1ue wifdome. 

Ndbeuufc thc-li&of Chrifi i!moft 
.bitter to 211 fclfoc{fc and egoity, 

.1erctore for the obtaynmg of the fame, it 

,s ncccif~ry that all fdfneffe and naturall e

oit.y, f'(tiib, dye, and be \\tterly forfaken. 

f hcrcforc alfo every mans natute dot~ ab
.hoIJC 



44 iJ envy id &f l,11m4nt mifdo 
:borre this Ifc. foprofng it to be c:,iJJ 
jdt., ardfooJi1h, :ir.d e1 .brrc=ngalic 
t1ng it tdf and unpleafant, and fuch I! 
blindndfe that he doth held it for the 

·You fee that there is no life fo pleafam 
agreeable to nature as that \.Vhidico 
eth ofJi~crty and di~o1utendfe : T 
fore naturecleavcth to this, enjoying 
her o,,·n fldh, ~ace, :and tranc;uillicy_ as 

. fo all things w hi,h nc her ?" n. .And 
cemcs to paflc efpccialJy in th<:m who 
endued V\ ith c:xcellmt naturall rcafo11 , 
this doth dim be fo high; and fbndcth ~ 
in her c,,·n 1:zhr, :1s tMt iliec thinkcth 
fclf to be that eterndl :!nd tn•t Jight , 
dcth chalkrge to her frlf to be thcf 
rnd being deceived in her fdf, deceived! 

thers V\ frh her fc1( V\ ho 1<1:ow 110 bet. 
tcrthing bcfr,g thcrct.nto;ilfo 

cndmcd. 



The ]late of A ChriftiAn 45 

The ft ate of A. ChriftiAn it 1101 :. 

to be expre/Jed. ~ 
. ., ' 

'[Ere f"me man will aske in what e
, tate that man is 'who foJioweth the 
: light as rot.en as is poffible to hitn? 
whom I will anfwcr , that this can ne
!truly be Gid, and why fo? becaufe that 
vho is not thethingcannotfay it, ncy
r can he that is it and knoweth it {peak 
But if any deftrc to know it, let him ex: 

~ unnll he be the thing. 
Further,! bd1evethathis outward con
:faticn and manners are fuch that he is 
,able of whatfoe~er i~ fitting arldtfonyc

;nt to ?C do!1e~ ,C?r not to be , d~nc: ~ut 
,there-, not lomc luH of m~n who fiytH., 
I will fo I command, this he is not ca. 
bk of, but man pcrlwa<ltth hil'nfolfc 

.. ~ many things arc ijtt1ng and ouzht to 
: ctcne. which notwt h{hncH11g arc foule: 
le n t mcctc Lo be done ; l'f. 2 roans own ) 
'id covetto !ndle, or 1i.y' o her 'v1ce, oi.e 

0.1cudl:y prov Chim to doc or omit any~ 
thinO' • u 



48 
For ~iry a1l<i f cJfodfe 
'tlicJ¥vi'l• Now 
~95 \lJay lie.-h<:,c 
litrc;~kd in{c 
Be thou '-'>' hollv an j 
tclf. And )et ~ha$ 
bcttAt dctlarca a.a 

~lllaD 
cthitig 

• ~ 3 



The World is madr 49 

ed to th f it. The firlt ( which 
fall is tl dfary) 1s a great dcGre., 
ili~cnce an en cyour co0tinuallv that 1t 

1i lit be done, if tl11s be abfcnt the matt<:r 
never be attained. Thefccondis,tl'iat 
have fome thinz whereby to learn~. 
third • irtfully and cHli-

rl,1 obfc d rc:verencey ur 
r;T. your fclfe do alfo 
• e and cxcrcifc thau thing And 1f 

c be w~nt' ou {k Unever be 
or.attai An.Even fi eh is 
of tl;is· raticn, ;111d hcc 
e firff ;t :it 1s, dil grncc, and a 
d furiou.s ddire to gt11ti the end 
and find all things "''hich ap-
e nccefJary and profitable for ' 
c hatufeth not diligence, and 
love nor d firc,hecn the other 

h IJOt feek , and thcrcfure doth not 
and without doubt rcmavn:::th un-

,, nor cv r commeth to ti1c end. 



CH Ai>. 2r.· 

of the rv;sy unto thelife 
of chrijl. . 

T Here are certain w~ys and prcpar:in
ons prefcribed I ikevvife towards this: 

whichare that wceought tobeGodsp,. 
ticnts , :rnd to yield obedience, duty ind 
fu bjection unto him which is trur, for ifa, 
ny man coL'id ~ttain unto the end, whith 
tn_ay be had and compaffed in this life, hte 
fhould be truly&pe1 fcttly endowed w ith,B 
thefe•hings.But he thatovght & wil fuffir 
God jmufi alfo fufl-er all tnings, that 1s,God 
and himfelfc, and tht nature of all tnmgs 
uonc excepted : And lice that orght and 
will be obedient, fobjc8: ~nd dutifuil to 
God, mufl exprclfe his obedienc~, &.i,, 
and fobjrcl:ion only by fi1ffering and not bf 
dome; alfo all thmgs in generall are to 
endured and fuffcred of him in filcttcc, 
by perfeverance in the inward fence$ tl 
mindc, and quiet and Hill bearing. And-in 
all thefe things wee ought neither to def re 

' hdp, 



life of chrift. St 

.cl p, nor to IT'l kc excufo, •tor to Oander a
Y: norto act revenge, but in :?JI things fay 
vich a true.., loving, and fobm1l1ive mercy. 
111her, fir1/ve them , .fl)r they k.!tow '1ot 
hAt th11 tt<J. This truly would prove a 
00d way,and an cxccllentpr~para.tiveto
,·:irds the farthdl end, that man can attain 

·nto in this Ji e, which is the beloved life of 
Chrifi : For in the life: of Chrift the afore
nlmed waycs exift , and :ire obfcrved fi::lly 
and pc&d:ly even to the end of the boaily 
life, wherefore th<"re is none other eyther 
rno ·e better or more prep.ired way for him 
that lovcth the life of Chriit, then to live 
and foJiow the fame ~ and to e. crcife him
filf in itfofar ashe mavorcan: Itisalre~

dy fct down in part ,vhat is herrunto re
quired, and whatfocver is fayd eythcr here 

or elf-where is ail thcw:iy, orthemcanes 
of the way to obtayn the right end., but 

• wl,at the rnd is~ nq nan can tell. If any 

man dcfire to know it., kt him t,o:thc right 
vayto it, that is, by the life ot ChuH-. 

• I 



l 

In. ivht1.t 1{4'n true 
chrift it. 

,Et there are ~VaY,es to the life rl. 
Chri!l as we have already faid,whtn 

and wherein God and man are joyncd to. 
gethcr, fo that it may be truly faid, ~nd 
truth it fclfe may acknowledge 1t, th3t the 
true and pcrfca God, and true and perfea 
man arc one, and man doe fo yield ana give 
place unto God, that God hi~nfdre there 
is man,and th~t God alfo be there prcfcnt 
and woi-k alone, and doe and leave undono 
any thmg without any I, to me., mine and 
the like ; \'\' here thefe things arc ~nd exift, 
there is true Cbri!l and no ·where c"e: 
Thtreforc finccthat nere is true and peifJ 
man, here is alfo p rfcd fence of pl~ 
and.pain: love and adverfrcy .~uid all t • 
th~t can be felt ot made ti:yall o£~thcr 
i\'ardJy or outwardly. And bccaufe God, 

.thcrcisalfo map hunu.Ifhecan undcrHand 
-1nd 



chri.fl is. 

nd know , Jove and other things of that 

inde, and even as rpan who is not God 

an fed and know :ill thinzs ,,, hid. do pro

ure ple:1fure and forrow to manJ~md cfpc

iallv thde things which are cor.trary to 

imielf, after eh~ fame manner it com1nctb 

to paffc, •here God -:lnd man arc all one. 

and yet God is iran himfclfe , there are all 

things felt which are contrary to God and 

man, :rnd even as mm is there brought to 

nothinzandGodisall, fo hapnethit to 

him in that tnmg which is contrary to man 

nd doth zrievc him / that is, it i alfo 

brou~ht to nothing and this ought to con

tini1e from GQd as long ~s ~9Ir{.)fa11 ;in~ 

nit rall life doth fafi. This alfo is tobe 

Dhfen~cd, that that one thing, ·here God 

z1d man are united together , doth confi!l: 

~thollt it fdf "nd without all things., and 

• s free from all thing5, that is~ it is tor God 

and 1ot for ma'n or the creatures, for it is 

the property of God to confiH , and be 

I\ i bout this or that, ·witpout fdfocffc, ~-

goity, and me lilie; but it is the property of 

the crcatftte ro fcek and will ( in all things 

D 3 \'hich 



rVhat it i5 to he rich 
,,hich it doth or leavcth undone) himfe 
or thofe thirgs which arc his ovvne, all! 
this, or that., here, or there; vVhcn thci 
fore the creature or mandothlocfeorhr 
off his own frJfoeffe or himfdf, fr comrs 
paffe that God cntrcth mto him with hu 
own (chat is) with his fdfocffc. 

CH A P. 23. 
t · fflh4t it u to he rich in (pirit? 

T. fa aifo is to lx conf:ducd, aficr tbat 
man h~th p:dfl'<l ever all thn w2r 

'\ l11ch l:a dcch h nn to the trlith , :md luth 
rxcrcifcd llin-{dfc there~n, and hath fuffc. 
red iomt:ch atficrion> and fo iong, as that 
now hce thmkcrh h imfelfe vd:olly fprnt, 
Jead, and gone out cf hin{cHe; andgivdl 
over whoily unto Gc-d : Tlicn do~h the 
Dcvill fo!f begin to fow his fcca in hnn, 
from which frcd two fruits nife one: of 
:whi'=h is.P- r·tuJII r.chcs orfp:'r1t'u~Upri~, 
the other is mordinate falfe liberty : Thek 
ire two GHcrs who ordin~rily and ,,illint• 

ly 



ly frcsucnt together: and this hapncth af-
ter this manner : The Dcv1ll doth fo puffe 
up man, as that he doth fupp fe he is come 
to the highdl: exaltation, fo as now hcc 
fbndcth in no more need d Scripture , or 
any other thing, and generally that hce is 
bcconje foch a one as wantcth nothing, 
hc1:cc t!icrc arifeth in him a Btcat chccr
fdndfe and peace, wherc,1ron it fi Ilo,,·eth 
that hce {i,eakerh after this manner, r;oc: to 
now, I am above all men, and le now and 
undci-!l:1nd more then the whole world, 
:md therefore it is meet and right that 1 be . . 
God et all creatures, and th:it all creatures 
& cfj"Xc1:il;y rnan {hcdd fcrvc me, & wcr
:fhip, ar:d bciurject to me: This hecfcck-
tth & w1llingly rccei\'tth fro.11 al! creatures 
and cflxc1ally from mJn . and in his ov,·ne 

. c01:ceit he is v,·onby of ~11 thefr ,ar:d think .. 
eel, t~1ey arc due to him , and hce doth ~c
COi..:llt ~·u tncn as bc~Hs:) and\,\ hatfoe\'('r is 
ft eh lS h,u GU) yidd unto his rcay' flcfh, 
2r.d nature; deligfit)_ple:.&ire, and content; 
h<' think5 hlmfof worthy of it, and i:har he 

. fo.k.th and re,ei-vctn ~;henfocv~, hcc c n 
'..._D i ob-



56 Whttt it istobe rich in fpirit l 
nbtain it J and he thinks all too little wai 
he can obtain, fuppofing that-bee i ~ 
, rnrthy of thet11 a 11 , and all ll'en {hat <f<tc 
fcrve him and are at his command, a. 
though they bcthievcsandrobbersJ. yct'lie 
ayth ) that thc:y arc noHlc ~no ra1t!-:'fidl 
hearts , and c;haritab1e to the truth a~ 
to poc.rc mm ; and hce rra.yfech, fecks ana 
,,llo \'S them wh~rcfocvcr they are. A~ 

~f ~rny man fai!e to revercnc€ thefc ptood 
ellows to obev them, ~r-d to fubjcd: unto 
heir \\ ils., it .~h nn one is not co:r.m~ndcd 

of them , but 1s contcn,ncd 2hhocgh -hec 
.. were as h?Iy ns Saint Peter. J"hcrcfelf 
\vhen this ipiritu:iII pri<le doth fcemctOi 
frlf to lbnd in need neyther of Seri 
teaching nor the like: It ccmmcth topafi 
hat it doth not fcorn alone> but :tlfo deride 

~11 Ceremonies , Ordinances , Precept\ 
I.aws)~md the vcrySJcraments of the t 
Church; alfo all thofc men who have 
orders in ufc, and doe attribute ~my t • 
unto them : hence it is eafily p,;rccived 
both thcfe fifkrs do dwell togcth~ : hi 
[ides-this rich rnan iJJ his pride doth • 

timcJ. 



who be poor'e in fpirit r 57 

thncs im:igine that bee under!bndttb and ~ 

knoweth mere tncn all men , whence it 

co nc~ to paffc tfot hcc is forwarH to fpcak 

and oabble more then all other men , and 

would have His talkc only in retjueit , ahd 

to be heard, and all other men to lie hda 

crfonious or ri~iculous, a a fooli{h. 

CH A p. 24. 

who he poore in fpirit ? 

~ BUt ·,vhcrc fpirituall poverty ~nd tru . 

fo~million is.,thcrc thcrnatter js other- '<,/. 

wile, and this arifcth hence , bccaufc that 

wrtruly findc and know that man of him-

frl( :md by his 0\1\' Il means is nothing, an 

• can doc norlling , ncythcr is fit for any 

·, thing, nor hath any thing but vice' ancf 

1• wichcdnc{fe. Hence it comes that man 

··doth ho]d himidfe alto-gcther unwor

i 1 v f tiicfc things '\\1hich can otbll Hun 

from God or from the creltures ; and that 

· in the caufe o God and all the crcatl}t'c he 

1 D 5 ought 



5 8 who he poore in fpirit ? 
Ol ght ooth to foffcr, and fometimes todge 
for Gods fake, fo as of himfelf he hath tnt!Y right to nothing ; but Olit of the humil~ ty 0f his mind he thus fpeaketh : It is meet 
and ,·onvenie nt that God and all the cm. 
turcs iliould be mine enemies, and fl10uld 
ccnfur~ :ind have right ag:.1infl: mee , al!d I have right to nOLhir.g : Hence it is, that this man neythcr will uke nor re• 
ga.rd any thing of God or the creatures, but cniy things nrcdfary , and th2t vay 
fearfully :.lnd as by free gifr ana 11ot of rig1-t ncyther doth he atford his body or nature 
any more good or pleafure then necdftlj requireth , neither doth he fuffcr or permit 
that any man {hou1d hdpe or ferve pim bur 
in cafe ofneccffity, and that is not without 
feJr, bcc~ntfc he hathnot right to any thiJg 
:md fcems Unto himfdfe unworthy of ~n 
things. Thi, man thi.01's that all Im 
words :-ind fayings arc nothm3 clfe but 
folly, and therefore he fotJ.kcth or talktth 
}Vith no m:111 111 \'vay ot\eaching, ex£tpt he be thru!l: on with divine: Jove, :111d even 
t~en be doth it \\'ith fc ar, ~nd that aslpaungly as way be. I, 



J7V/;o be poor in fpirit "? 59 

·lt is alfo difccrned in th i~ fpi1itua1l po-

verty , th.1t all m n depend wholy upon 

thcnJdvc:s . being ready to commit :my 

fin , therefore it 1s nccefiary th~t there 

{hould be ordmances and cereino111cs)1 "1\' S 

and rrcccpts , whereby their bhndndfe 

might be difcovtrcd,an<l thm ungodlineffe 

reduced unto order , which it it were not 

men would become "vor[e, and more dif

ordcred then dcgs and other beafis : Be

fides, many men are drawn and converted 

to the truth by thde ceremonies ~nd ordi

nances, which othcrwife v;ould not bee 

done. And furely few men attain to the 

truth, who have nodir!t received ordinm-

ccs and cerernonies . and exe1cifed thcm

felvcs in them whilll they knew no other 

or better thing: Hence it 1s that Laws and 

Ordinnm:s arc not defpi!cd nor contctn-

ncd in hum'1ity of fpirit , and ipiricuall po

verty , nor men ,,..,.ho coe ufc and handle 

thcrn : but ontof love and merc1c fi eh a 

01.e doth comp lam' ~nJ lament the c~fc of 

other rnen., with grict on this wife, O G@d • 

of trut~ , l poUl'e out i.ny compla10t before 
thee 



Who /Je puor in fpirit ? 
thee, and thou thy fdfe bcw:iylell, that 
mans blindndfeJvice and :wickcdneffcdota 
canfe that to be ncedfulI and nrceffary to 
be done, which notwithfianding in truth 

• need not be) nor ought to be dcne. And 
here is a crrtain dcGre, that mtn who 
know nothmg better, .nor any other meaDJ 
to the truth., might know and undedhnd 
t0 vvhat end Jll laws and Ordinances ar, 
and"' ere ~n:idc~ and this roor man in fpi
rit, of whom I fpeakc ., dc-th ufc all thr~ 
thin3s tegcther ,•uh other men, whidt 
kno·:v ri 1thcr better nor any other thiag, 
2nd j~ J?artakcr of thefe with them thai !_Jj, this me:111s he may .keep them from tur. 
ning themfclves untoevill things., and thac 
.if ic be pcffible he may bring them nea~r. 

Agam, 1-Yl1atfoevcr bath hitherto ix.._ 
{ poken of povcrcy and humility., thac ~ 
trulyfo.l and may be made plain and evi .. 
ocm by the life and w0rds of ChriH, who 
did excrc:fe and pcrudly w9rkcc-vcry ~ 
of the htt nanity a ir is f~1.md in 1 1s life, 
and a. he taught by his \\ ords fay1ng, 
LefYnof me) ltec~.P.te/ 1t,n.mulz, g,Jit/wl, :,,• . ? 



JIJTho be f80r in fpirit ? r,61 

f hurt, he did net ncglcel- or defpife the 
I<lLaw ~nd difcirli1.e, 11or themcn who 
ere fi bJcct to the L:,w , yet he faid that 

t was not ft ffcicnt, but that, c mull goc 

orwa1d as it is true we m·ght. Saint P11HI 
alfo did \ rite . that Chrifi tock upon him 
the Law, that he might free th fe ~ ·hich 

were under the Law, that is )brirgtlicm to 

necicr and better things. Chrifi alfo fa1d, 
l CJrme not to beferved but to farvt. 

B neflv, in ~11 the deeds , ·words , and life 

of Chrifi: there 1s nothing found but tru 

hum11ity ~nd po,•erty: And r( as I faid be• 
fore) where Gcd is man, and whercChriH 

is, there it is nccdlary that this {hould bee. 
Therefore where pride ofn1inde and fpiri
tuall riches ~mUibcHy ofalight minde is 
.there neit ~r is Chtiit n{lr lfa t ue Imita~ 

tors: Chrifi i~iJ, My fcule ~J farro'fPfu/J. 

even to the death, fpukint of the death of 
the body, which came top: ffc bec~ufe hee 
was borne of A1 a, 1 L n m the death of the 

,bodv,andl 0\,\ this \v s,h:nhbcen ili~\ed 

bdorc. .ht~H.ffa1 h., B!tffed are the ror in 

fpirit, th:itis.1 frch asak tr ly hum kd, 
for 



Who /Jc poor in fpirit r 
for thtirsu the Ki1,~1t/omeof God, fo~ 

·faith the truth (}'et 1t is not ,,,ritten) m&. 
r:1bfe and curfed arc the proud in hem, fe1 
theirs is chc Kingdomc:of the Devill; and 
d efe things are thus found to be truly tkr 
V\hcreGod is man, but where ChriHanc 
his true followers ar~, there is it ncccifary 
that trte inward fpirituaU hurr.ility am 
poverty 01ou1d be, and ~ )fo a dcjcctcdanG 
codbnt minde) which minde it is meet 
fhould be full ofclofe and hidcn fcrrowano 
grief, cyen to the death of the body. And 
this I doe trdy avouch that he thatthinlJ 
othcrwife is ccceivc:d, :ind ,,·ith himftlfc 
dcccivcth others as hath bcrn faid , forth~ 
caufe all nature :m<l iclfocffc doth dcpan 
fi-om this kmrle of life> and doth deavcto 
the faifcand free life) as hath been faid. 

Now fome Addm or Devm who cdi
reth to exc •!c and defend himfelfe, wouW 
come uron me and fay thus : You wo Id 
prove indeed rhac Chri.ll was without him
fclfe an ~ many other focb like thiugs, yet 
no:with{bndin6 he fpcahth ofcen ofh1m
fdfc;, and doth commend h.imfelfc for this 

and 



rVhote poor in fpirit? 63 
:ind that? Unto whom I tht:S ~nf\,·(r, 
v. hen the truth ourht & is wiI:inr, tc, do or 
will, there is no other cau!c ofits will, de
fire and acHon, but th.a the trmh rn,ght be 
known and m:rnifcficd, z.nd this was in 
Chrifi, and hither did -all his works and 

• actions tend, and ·whatfoevcr '\Vas mdl: 
profitable ~nd bchoofu11fur that,3lfo what
focvcrthi11gs were dcne by him,frcm thofc 
he was free, ~s likcwife frc m a11 other 
things which \Hre done. You \\ ill fay 
thercfor e there was in Ehrtfi fcmt caufe 
"'hy he did every thing? ·nto which I 
thus anf wcr, If any man 3 ske thr Sun why 
it iliinet:h , it \l\'C Id anfwer , it-is ncce{frry 
that I fl:inc, r.eithc:r c:in 1 coc othcr·wife., 
ford11s is prorerand l:dcngcth tome, ~nd 
it is my frcedome of natiirc co be endued 
with this prorerty , and to fhinc ., even fo 
itis with God and Chri<l:, and all thii.1gs 
that arc divine and bdong to God, that 
they will, dee and deftre., no otLcr thing, 
nor no other good or for zocd, neith r can 
~ny othc1· caufc be aUeadgcd. 



Eow 1t!l -things -are 

CH A P: z5. 

Hoiv 4fl things are tl 6, 
left and lojfe. 

A Ft r thde things wee mufi obfcivt 
that it is faid, yea., Chriit h1mfde • fayth; thlt all d1111gs are to Be ldt and lofi-, wh"chisnotto beundcr!lo d , asl 

men iliould ha vc noth1i1g ., or have to~ 
with nothing., for it 1s neceff ry that man 
lhould have and do even fonie hing 111 this 
life, \I\' herein hce may be cmp1oycd fo I?'l 
as he liveth : B 1t this is thus to be undtt. 
flood. Whatfc ever any man or cuatute 
can do, omit, or know, is not that thing 
wherein unition is place ; An, wnat rj 
unition? it ic; no other thing ht:t {hat thy frlf be plainly, tingly, and altogether fim ply in the truth tcgether \'\ ith rhe fimpk-; 
and eterna]l will f God. An ~lfo th 
th u be \ ·h01Iv void of hrne o n v.,ll, 
and that the c;c. tcd will flow into thee
ternall will, Jnd there d"ffolvc and be tur-

ned 



• to heleft llnti.iaft. 
ncd into nothing~ fo that the eternal! will 
do there ondy will, or doc or lez. v: und(Jne 

any thing. And what is there that can help 

or fl tthcr man to this inatttr ? that can 

neyther \~or8s, works, nor other Cd'cmo

nics do; bor -0nally :my creature , nor the 

,,.·ork_, rowcr,k1101,,,1kdge) action, or omif

fion of all the creatures. Thus ought all 

thi gs to be loll and Icft,which is as much 

is if you fhou!d fay, it is not to be fuppoted 

or thought that there is• any ,,·ork, fpccch, 
knowledge, odearning,or any other thing 

crea~d ,,·hich can help or profit in th·s bu-

findfe, but al! thde things whatfocvmnu{l 

be loll and ldt)lnd we mufi mike our pre~ 

grdfe into tm1t :onr. And yet it is nccdfary. 

that thtfe things fhould be, andfomctbing 

there is which is to be dcne and left un-

done, c:fpccially llilll ot ght to {kcpe and 

wake, and ,ivaik, ~nd {hnd, 2nd fi: cak.and 

be Glent, 2nd many othtr things. foch 

1rufi needs be f~ lonz s a man frvcth. 

CH ,. 



CH A P. 26~ 

Thttt tlu inner m4n ii 11nmoveahfJ joyned ivith God, the outward 
m4n notwithH4nding 

u moved. 

T H:s dfo is truly to be obfcrvcd, th:t where unition bcfollcth and is truly made, there itn!llcd iatly the inner man re. may1mh tulmon~ablc , ~nd fiiffereth his omward man to be moved hither and thither i.n '1ofe tl>Jngs, :ind to thote things wJ ich ~re ccn 'Cn.icnt ~:r.d nrccfforv roEe ~ nd ccme to naffr. So tLa the Out ward man 1my fa/ yea, and fuy truly. I 11cytha \\ ill be nor w 111 not be , ncy ther live, ncr c!yc, neydierknow, ncr be igncrant, mythcr do nor leave undone, or \\ ha tfoc:vcr ci this l~ndc, but wl-.:1c is fit and o, ghr tobe de nc to, that 1 :im obedient whether it be toiuffcr or to act any thir1g: Thus it comes to paife) that the outw.:.rd n:.Jn hathno other caufe nor any thirg_dfc which hec 
fcck-
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~c<.kc.th but only to fatisfic thcctcrn:ill will, 
for t~is wee maY. truly perceive ~hat the 
outw:1rd man 0~1ght to fbnd unmoveable, 

:md that the; outward man ought and mull: 

move. And although the innrr man be 
lomc c3ufc of the moving of the outward 

man , yet thi-, caufc js no othC!r thmg but 

that it is nccdfory ~.nd mufi be cone by the 

dccrceof the etcrnaliwill, ~nd \'\'here God 

himfc 1f would be or is , tl.c re alfo the fame 
,thing is done as is to bcprrccived in Chnfi. 
A!fo where this is in the divine and pro
ceeding from the divi1:e 1ight, there is not 

fi')iritu~ll pride nc I foolifhlibcrty>or a mind 
liccntio,·s ., bL:t a lo dy Jt1bn1iffion) and a 

dcp:effcd, hrmbk) fo:-ro\'\ fi·ll fodc , ~nd ~}I 

order, jufiice, equality, truth) :ind wh:itfo

cvcr bc!o1Y1cth to all vcrtue. There muH 
. V 

a'.fo be rcJCC and COI~tentcdndic of dlatc 
andcc,nd1rion. but if itbcothcrwile, is 

not right with tmn, as is elf-where well 
more at large fay<l : And as tnily there is 

nothing which m~1y helpe or funhcrthis 

unition, fo 1s there l'lothingwhich can hin

der or avert it but only man himfclfc 

through his o·wn will. • CttAP. 



• C it A P. 'l7• 
T-b'1t no mttn ,,, 1hu lifeeAnk 

free frdm p,in. 
,l:T is botl1 faid and heard that man 
:1 ncf may be without painc or gri 
this life, as ChriH was after his rcfur 
on. And thjs they go about to confi 
out of thde v,•c,rds of Chrifi : / ,r,d 
!efore }'CH tnto G 11!,lee, there)"# Jh 
me; Alfo where hcefayth , 11fpirit 
lltJt'htr f~h nor Imm M ,u fee me 
M·hich ,,·crds dey ~ oul<f thus rxpou 

' ~ • 'r ,, J 
¼'tC I:a\Je teen IN'f :Ina JOJlCV\'iu ii:~~ 

'{l'S in a met.all body, and in this ll_.6 
th·e fame manner ye ilialI fee me :md 

fur~ you ) ~Jld you lhall follow 
GJ1ke that is, you !hall bothfcdt 

( being painlcife and im 
• in what 'db.re vce {h;11llivc befort 
the rlcath of the body . :md iL.tf~r 
rou fee me ha Ve fldh and i)o11ts, ' 
\\'ith!bndmg free from pains aM 
fanrc mtnnct ihall you be alf e in 
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lity and your ~ortal1 h m~nity, net 
ed by the dc~tli of the bod : To this 
lfr o d, 
ffidW ~ 
d attain rH pdr-
ed and foffcr ~ t 1e e thitws which 
e by Chri!l:done and fofter~d: and if 
ill obtained not to this before hee fir 
red and fuffcred the dcatch of a bo<J,-. 
a~ other things that belong thcreumo, 
furcly no man, nodhall attain to this 
ng a~ he 1s morcall and titbjc:'& to pain. 
it dus thmg had bm the btH and ~ • 

tcdlent thing, or if.it cocld or Ot'ght to bCJ 
11at man in dus life might ~main t 
,>., then ft1rdy it lhould tii-H have 

·mr<i inChrifi furthe l~fo f Gh 
f s che belt ., and· n'oit cxcdl 
the belt approved ~n1 -moll, 
ofan.y that ever was orfitall'bc; fo1eet 

t this llCj'thcr ought. nor'could be:-doM! 
Ohrilt , it £h 1fi,rdy 9 a 
n in hat m uly ihe bcfM 
d mofi excel! bo1·zht~ncl 
led fo.:ibunha.til l1g1.i fhou!d 

• CHAP. 



7D ThAtwe mtifl underjl1111tl 

CH A P. 28. 

>.;Ho~ we 111uft 1mder/f4ndth11,tt, 
' ."A j • ft mt,n 110 IA.111 is to 

he given. 

I:r is a1fo faid that a man can .1nd may 
tranfccud all venue, all ceremony, ore!' 

nance, commandement, Law aud ju{lic, 
fo·that he maydepofe., !hake off andi~ 
Jifi1 all thcfc thing~, here fomthing is.ttlfC, 
and fomthi11g is not true., which muR her 
thuu:onfidercd , Chrift was above thcln 
of Chri{t, and above all vcrtu(',cercrnon~, I 
ordinaucc &c. Trhe Devill aUo is above 
all thofe. bl t ~fcer a di ~: s-,n~,nner, Chrtl 
w:ts and is above ~11 d.dc things, if ym . 
thus undcr!hnd 1t, all words, d1:cds, cere
monies, actions and omiffion of "aia11, 
filcncc_ fpeech fuffe:-ring, and whatfoevcr 
happened to E:hrilt was not .r.ecdf: ryto 
lfon., neitherd1d he Hand in ncerl ofthcm, 
ricither did they confer ~ny rofit ac all 
upon him and t14c fame w.is ;mJ is the 

rcafuii 



that to 4 jNj} m41111b LAw 71 
eafon o~ all Vertucs , ordinanc<;s, jufi}ie, ndthe J1keJ for whatfoev~r isor might oc tt2ined unto oy thde th1~g.1, all that is eforc in Chrifi, and ther! i'n readindfe, :1d if you thus undcrfbnd the cafe, then is true in the fame fenfe, that faying of aint P AHi is tn1c and fo to be undcrfiood, J'hofe ·who :?re endued, carrycd , arid lead y the Spirit of God, are the fonnes of ';od. and not fubjocho the Law, thcfcnfe /which words is this, they are not to bee 1u_ght what th(y lhonld doe or leave un .. one, feeing. the Spirit of God which is ,1eir iullructcr will teach them frfficient·,, neither is :my thing to be .commindc:d • r enJoyped them, as to doe good) to fhun ill or the bke, for he that teachcth them '·hat is good or not good; the fame I y, doth command and, cnjoync them, cw1fe to retayn the beR: and quir the )ntrary, andtheyo~ Nm accordin~ly! ,!eieupon it iJ that they need look for no .aw 9r precept, for another re?fon alfo hey ne<=q no law by mcancs '"'hereof o obtaync .or get profit to thcmfdves, 

for 



~ u to fie given. 
for"v,•hatioevcr might be obtained or 
ten bythde things or-by the hdp of . 
creatures~ er by fptc.ch, words, or, 
either inc~rnall life, or to~ttri,all 
that they have obta.ir..cd afrcady, 
undedh1nd1:hc caufc on this-ma 
trf...lC that a man may btcomc mo 
:in excellent the all L:a w ~ r.d v 
:ilfo then· the . works , know! 
Hrcngth ofoll creatures. But if 
thatothcr, V\'hich is, that both 
be done,I mean,that bot • 
as alfo all como,-andemc 
ce :md thehkcorght to 

~aH to ~e Th!gl 



()f the true And falfe Ligbts, 73 

CH A P. 29. 

of the tme And fttlfa Lights, ,md 
of perfever11nce in the life 

of chriJI. 

Ow fomc will fay., Ifncythcr Chrifl 
nor any other m:m can obtainc any 

_1i11g, nor reap 3ny profit by the life of 
'hr1ft, nor by all Ceremonies. :md Ordi
_ances.,&c. (for whatfoever may be obtai
ed by thofcthings that they have already) 

~· hy lhould they not leave off to doe the!e 
1ings? This is to be obfcrved, that there 
,re two Vghts the one a trre, the other a 
ilfe light ; the true Light js the cternall 
.1ght which is God, or die it is a crc~tcd 
.ight, which isnotwith!bnding Divinef 
< 1s c:illcd grace,&. this is the true light: 
l.e other is a falfc light, v,1hidi is theltght 
If Nan.re or m.runil liohc; but ~·h\1 the 
• 11 0 J 
:ru: hght iliol'!d be trre. ar:d. the other 
,a.l~c it may better t~ obfrrved thc1. ~1thrr 
~nttcu orfpokcn: Nothing appcnameth 

E. ,. 



~4 and ~f perfevcr~nce in 
to God as to the Diviuity, ne) thcr wi' 
r.or kno,7\·lcdgc, r:or fatisfotbon, nor 3IIJ . 
thing at all tlut can be named, fpok 
or thought, but to God, as· God it appcr 
tayncth that tc by himfdfc orcn, 
a11d love himfrlfc , that hce mlnifi 
himfdfc to himflfc in himfdfc; and 
this is God , and that hec is ai. e 
:i.nd not :.uradion <ls being ,,vithout 
cre:iturc : And in this opening andm:ini. 
fdhtion is tbe diHinclion of perfons. 
whetc God ::is God is man , or whm 
God liverh in fomc Divine or Dcifi~ 
man , there is fome thing bdon5• L:nto God , vvhich is only prorer ana 
:irpcrt;iymng to him , ~nd not to the 
crc.:nw cs ,,.. ar:d God is that in himfelfc 
vithout the creature origimlly or cffen

tially , nor in forn c or ~tt:1011 : and yet 
Gcd ,,·o:ild h::ve this f me to be pt:tm 
pr:et ce for therefore it is that Jt mi0bt 
bee c nfrned to :;cl-i0n , and fo exerci
fcd ; for wh.'t dfc fhould it be? fhould 
it be 1(-flc: ? ·what thq1 ilioull it pro6d 
for th .. t wluch is of no ufe js not at :ill; 

N 
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"'ow t1·11s neyther God nor Nature would 

ave , But if God would have thjs cx

~xcrcife<l and brought jnro acbon , and 

that this c~nnot be done without the crea

ures it is then ncccffary that it fhou!d 
) . 

be fo cone : what then ? If jc were 

\1cvthcr this nor that , nor if it ,,-ere 

neythcr any workonor ac,ion or the like 
what {hould it be ? or ·what {hould 

'7od himfdf become to b ? or what fhoukl 

hce himfelft! be ? Here you muG rcturne 

.and abide ld1 by c~;wlitig ( as it were) 
fu farre you bee brought. to that paffe as 

atlait notto know which W'J..V to 
• i"ctufoe, or oy ,,·liat rneancs 

to crccP., b.1rke 
again. 

E 'l C11A:P.. 



76 That God i5 one, 

CH A P. 30. 

Thtit God i; one 11nd fimplt 
good, '1nd onely to he 

loved. 

~T Ow this is to be obfcrved, Gcdas 
i ~ hee is Goa, is gcod and goodndltit 
felfc , :rnd is neytbcr this good nor that 
geed, but herefomethin1~ is to be matk 
which is fome where,.,cythcrhere or there, 
!lnd that is not in all ends , nor abov~ ~ 
ends or places. Alfo that which H fOITC• 
timcstodayortomorrow is not alwiyes, 
nor every time, nor above all times, and 
that which is fome thing eythcr this or 
tha.t, ii not all things ,nor above ~u things: 
Now underH:and this aftcrthis manntr.If 
God were any thing, this>or that, he were 
uot a11 things, nor above all things as hcc 
is, and fo 010uld not be the true perfctlion; 
wherefore he is God,ahd yet is not this nor 
that, , hich the creatures as they arc cm
tures arc able to know J namcJ think.,orut-

tcr 



·et, therefore if God as hce is good, wc1c 

:bis good or that good hce iliould qot be 

ill good: ncythcr fl1ould hce be the fimple 

and pcrfcet gr.od, which RotwithHanding 

he is. Now ifGcd be d10 light and know

ledge-, it appcrcayneth to light and ki:ow

kcgc,and is pro~r to it to be bright and 

to {h'ne, to appeu and know. And be• 

cauf< God is ligl1t and k.110'\'\·ledgc, it is ne-

' cdfary that he fl1ine, be ,bright.,and endued 

with knowledge, and all this to i11inc and 

}mow is in God without the creatures, bc

cauic he is not here as an aet ion , but as an 

dfcncc and be3in11in~. And that it{hould 

be done ~s an ~ct~on by doing, it is nc~dfa-. 

ry that it i'hould be done in the creature: 

therefore when this knowledge andlight 

doth ·workc in any creature., there it doth 

· mow and lC:1rn ,~•hat it felfc is, -1nd fo it 

is good, and therefore it is not this or th~t, 

:mdfurthcr., it doth not lmow this or that, 

but it doth know and learn to 1-.now, that: 

, one, true, fonple., perfect good, ·which is 

neither this 11or that) b~t is all goPQ , and 

abo call zcod. 3 Now 



Now it is here fayd that he mull Ie2r til.lt ondy co :-d, but dcth :iny man ltarn • of:hiznfcffo' ? obfcrvc and mar kc thic; wdl even as God is good, knO\ ;ledge and light: fo is he alfo wiJJ,lovr, jufiicc andtruth;he j- ;1Jfo :ill v~rtuc., and yet tnefc arc lil one '. efcncc in God> neither can any of thefc be brought into action er exercife "it!:out tlic cre~turc, for in God there is r1cthing bur rficncc and beginning , r.ot any ~ction, B.1c when this ~1.1e (which notwi:l1lhm. ing is :ill thdc) fr.all gain 2-nycreatureur. .. to it f.lf.:, a1~d hath/ov\ er over it , and dcch fo pre_pare it :m f.t 1t., that it may know iu it ,\b~c bdoziecth to it fdte ,fo ~ 
D £1r fonh (f fay) a~ chat ,;ne is will and leve, :ind is r:inghc ofitfclfeJ ~sit 1s light ar.d 1now1cd3cJ 1_1cithcr \Y1!lc-ch :m_ tbjnB hut th:ic cr-e which is It [clfc. And funJ;crmon·, here is nothing wilkdor dtccmed, but that which is r-oo(l ~sit is gcod, ;1nd thatfor 0 

-no ether rc..ifon, bnt b~·c.iufe it is good., and not by rcafon it is this or that, belcvcd of this man er that man_, :md either plcafm or gricvons to this m:tn or that manJwcet 

c-r 



,r bitter, and the like, 2nd thcfe thin~s ate 

!Otl cguded and fougLt, eit!1cr for irfclfc., 

,r ~sit frlfe, a!fo all fi lfndk an<l t goity, 

~ ~nd tome, &c. arc bcrc left and fJl to 

.•he ground, fo th~t it is nc·t fo id, I love ·ny . 

clfr or thee, crthc hkc, ai.~\ if lo~·e were 

·..;sl.cd ,,k.t icl°'eth, it ,,·01dd ar:f.\'cr, I 

love God,~nd v-:hy? bcGn.fr it is zcod ~nd 

.fcrgcod 
3 

therefore it is n:cct :i nd right 

\hat it il1odd b: t1 o'l cfiecmcd,1nd if there 

,. ,,ere aEy ti in; b(;ttcr then God, that were 

=tn(: out Lt to be lovc<l fo1 Gcd: Therefore 

Grd c~~h l,Ot love h imiclfr as himfr1fc, but 

2s hcod, and if God 1now rny thir.g bct

t(r c1.cn Gr,d., he would love chat :.md not 

hin fdfe, fo far is God from cgoitic .-.nd 

•. fdfodfe, r.cithcr hath he any th:ng to doc 

; ·with it farther then is nm'. f 11 in refpcct of 

th rerft ,ns , and this both ovght to lice, 

' and m truth is, in a civine ~nd truly {
1
Cl

fd nun J ctl- em ifc th:it man V\tre m:i-

tlitr divine ncr (.eifa.d. 



CH A 1'. 3t. ~ That a deified man knowetl, 
noth:"1116ut to love. 

H

, Ence it commeth that a ddfied ~n is indeed indue<l with pure and un. miJJf kd lovc, and is kind and loving to :ill men_, and therefore it is nccelfary that hrc 111ou1d love ~ill men, and all tl:lngs, :u:1d that hcc fl1cnld wi/11 ,,·dl to :ill men, :ind all th:ngs ; and that hdhouid favour and do them any good wirhout puttiJ1g any cif. frrcncej Bdid12s,vh!1tfoe\'e}'OU do toadci. ficd man, w11cther it be plcafallt,. c-r tr<'U· biciomc.- unable or gricvous_,or whatfoeyc 1t is, J1ea Twill fonhcr fay, although m:in fhould killfoch a one, and he fl1ouldfooften return to life, he \\'ould notwith{bud.jng l1canily love that man who had fo cf. ttll fhin him, ond although hce had done him fo m:my iujurics as you can devife, yet he would notwithHanding from his l1cart vi{h him ,-vdI , rcfrect him, and ddirc all 0

cod to b~fall hin~, yc_a and pcrformc all 
good 



/moweth notl;ing but luri1e. 

f.000 cff.ccs to him, fo as the other were a

ble to accept and admit of them. This 1ray 

be obfcrvcd and plainly proved in ChriH-, 

\'\ho faid unto JudM, that betrayed h11n, 

Fmna, Whtrefort 1trt thou came? As if he 

Ihm ld fay , tho\.\ hatd.t mce and art mine 

c.ncmv ., whereas I love thee and ~m thy 

friend, and thou dclire!hnd wiilidt, and 

dofi •hat cvill to me thou cythcr knowe!l: 

ot can~, whcre~s 1 both dcfre and ,,·i& 

well unto thee, and would give: and do unto 

thee,, illingly all things that be good, if 

thou ·wert abkto rccc1vcthcm: As "fGod 

ilioold fay Ol t of his huma11ity , I am the 

pnre andfimplc good_& therefore Incythc 

, can, will, defirc, wifu,do,or give any thing 

but go d. And if. 1 tnL fi reward tl.ce 

for thy wickcdridfc, l lilmfl ccc it ,,·ith 

good , feeing I am.110thrng die ., nor 

l:avc ~my th,ng clfe. l-1 1 cc 1t is that 

God in a deifi.c man d Grcs no revenge, 

nor doth ,\'illor dee any n.1fd11cf, wherc

w·tl hr is rmav bcaffc8:cd ~ this may be 

jecnin O,riH, whofayd.F AtlM:, F()rg/vt 

tl. ,m J for tlitJ kJu,w 1:ot wb.1t 1/1.,1 tl.o,. This 
,E S ~lfo 



A a'eijeJ mA·n knoweth, &c .. -
alfo is proper to God, that hee comrelleth no man to doe, or omitt any thing, but ii.dfrrerh every man according to his ownc mindc.rodo, or 1c~1ve undone as wdigocd, ::is evill things. Neythrr will h('e refifraoy man, this vve mayfcc in Chrill w~owould not reflfi or {hive :igainft his malefaclors, And ~gain, when Saint P,t,r, would hauc maderdi{bnce)1e fayd., Pn,r. JJNt '? thJ fivvrd tnto th7 fcAMarii , for it 1s ncythcr my cu!tomc nor yours who b long to mec tordiH by force, ftrivc., orcompdl =N~thcr yet t~m ad eificd maJ.l vex or grieve a. ny man, which 1s thus to be u11dcrficod: It never faHerh mto his will, defire, or mind ro do or leave undone :.1ny thing , to 1rcak or be fileut, whereby he n,ight 

breed pam or grief to ,my 
m:in 



7'hat the will of man 

CH A p. 32. 

'that the will of m4n is prone to 

crJill,andtherefore to be. 
forfaken 

S
Omt man will fay, 1fhe ·willlcth, ,~·Hh~ 

1 eth, arid ~oth the bcH to evcrv man, 

be c,ught ;i,l(o to hdp every m:in. and (iaufe 

all thir-g~ to fall to him according to his 

Learts dcfac. For cx~mplc, fo lS one 

m;ght obtam to be made 'Pop,c wother a 

B ;fhor, &c. } 1 wer, C that fr rt hers the 

t , i:I of man , i.elpeth him to the ,vorCT: 

, thn,gs, for the rr.crc that mw frllowcth 

his m, n will , and ir:creafeth 111 the fame, 

fo much the further he is from God and 

thetrnc zocd: Now God wod.l willmg-

ly hclpman and b1ing him to that whkh 

is bdt, "nd cfit fdfc the belt for man, but 

t at this fhould come to patfe it is 
0

ncceffo.

ry tbat ~.1i frlfwill rnm1ld cc;fc ( ~s before 

hat1, hen faid) ,rnd thus God,, c;)Uld w1l-

linsly hclp.m-;in, but .\S long~ nnn doth 
fcck 



84: 11 prone tc evill, Cl'C 
fcek tJ1at which is belt for himfe1~ he doth not fcck that which is belt for hhnfelf, and therefore never findcs it., for it both is and ,, ere bell- for man neither to lccke nor em. brace himfclfcnor that which is his., which God both teacheth and faith. If then, any man dclirc to be helped by God, to that ,vhich both in it fdfe is belt, and ahoheff for man, kt him follow the fayings, Do .. chines and Comrr,andemcnts of God, fu 1l1a1l he rccri,re hdp, there is no othtr means;) 110w God tcacheth and faith; thac man ougl1t to fcrfalce himfdfo, and all that !Hi hath and to follow him., for whofoevtr 1ovcth his ownc fouie, that is., himJclfe, and w .ill be L vcd and defended., that 1s, he , ho had a \Jl'c of himfeJfe and his own jn thdc m~ttns, Ldhdlloofe his fu.ile, buc Le\\ 110 rcprdecL not his foule, and loofeth Qoth 1 m,fdfc 1d dl th.inas belonoino to J • {1 ~ . n t, l.J 1111, .he iall favc h1sfoule., ;111d prcictve it toctcrmlllifr. 



of trtte humility, And 

CH A P. 33• 

of true /;ttmility, And fpiritt1~/l 
povertie. 

·AND now that which is proper to 

• God in a dcifad man is a tn:e, in-

,,ward and {inccrc humility , :md ·where that 

is not J tbcrc is not a deified man•, this 

Chrifl both targht in his w0Ids & works, 

,andlifeJ and hence prcccedcth tl i~ humi

lity, bccaufe foch a nrn perceivcth by the . 

·uue light, that \\hid1 indeed every thing 

is, and that to be, to live, to ]mow, to bee 

1
able and the like, c.oc belo1~g oncly to the 

,true God, and not to the ere: ti.rc. Fora. 

, creature, as it 1s a crcJ cure, is nothing and 

hath 1.orhing of it L lfc J rnd as f one as it 

turncth it fdtc afidc f rolll rl.c tn c God, by 

,: irs own will, works, &c. there is nothin~-· 

but uiirightcoufridfc fot:ndi11 it., ~nd thcr

fore this alfo js very tr tl.1 in ccd, that a 

crtat' re . ~sit is a creature of it fdfe, is 

wor hy of no~ 1u1g, and hith iisht to no-

, · tl\ino 



86 flirit1J.t!l povcrtJ. 
thing! neither doth any 0\1'c it any thing, 1 either God or the nt~t1 re., but by righttt 
orol:t to obey and be fub;c:cl to God. And 
.A1fd tLis is thee iefcH matter, ~nd cfpcci. : 
aHv to be regarded , thcrcfc re that v-.l ich 
orgLt: nd ,, ill be obcd irnt and fubjrtl un. 
to God., cught alfo, and rncH l:e fubjccho :: :ill creatures , nnd that as J m:iy briefly 
ipcake., not in r6ticn but in fi.tfrerir.gs, or 
dfe it is folfe , .i nd from this 1 H ma ttcr, 
and from this faft fentcr,cc, rrccc dcth tn:c 
humility, which 1fit ,, ere not trdy lo, and 
if this true :md divme juHice were net the 
bdt things Chrifi ,, odd ncn:r have either 
tai:r,ht it by hh \",ord , or pcrfom (ditty 
his life. And in this ccnf:ficth trt c con
ftfficn,and is true ar.tcr this tllanncr, rim 
the crcatnrs ought m ff P,rd cf clivinc 
grace ~nd frr ju1tice fa.ke b~co, t fobjctl 
to Goo and al1crc::turc·sJ2.od nothing o ,1it 
to be fobjdt or to obey the m~at ·re itfelfe, yra, all the creatures hJ.Ye rigl tandcbim 
aga.1 .fi- it and unto fr, whereas 1t fr fc I ath 
nghr tonothrng, or :igair;!t any thing) and 
is inl~, bred to aH nothmg, bcirg indebted 

to 



'[hJt Jin onely is contrttry u, God. 87 

o it, and this by foffcring , and fometimt5 

Ifo by domg : And from f,cncc arifeth 

pirituall p verty, cf whkh Chri!t fa ith, 

I !ef[ea are tht poor i# n,,rit ' for theirJ is 

.ht Ki1t:Uomt of' H.: Vt1'1• '.All thtlc things 

2hrifi to.ught in ·words, and pra&1icd Ul 

ifc. 

CH A p. 34· 
• '[/;at Jin ondy is contr~ry to God. 

B
~t htre fomcthing is to bcobfrrved, 

It isfo1il that fometning is,:.lnd may be 

.. done :ig~.inH God, and that th~rc is fomt• 

thing whkh c:!cth grieve him, 211d mal<c 

him forrowfoll , ,,•c mrfi l:no\ that there 

, is nocrcature againH Cod, or ,vh•cR can 

procu1c l is grief or ferro\,, in that 1t is, or 

j(1 that it livech , knowcth, er can doe :my 

t thing. -wha t[c (ver arc of th1s kinde, are not 

. ccntrary to Gee: That thc .dcv1ll or man 

•. livcth is, and tl-ehke~ :-ll this is good,a11d 

prcccd.ct:h fi om God , for Gcd 1s c,cry 

wtiy n!lthcfc tlungs : dfcntially ~nd or1gi .. 

. n~Uy 



That jinne onely u 
11ally, God I foy is the effmceofa.lhh' wl ich ~re _, the life of every thjng wh' Jiveth , and the wi1domc of all that :wife., for all things have their being, the' po~ er, their life, n<l more trdy jnGee then in themfeJyes , c tl <'rwifc God were not ::dl good., 2nd therefore 311 things 3J'C abfolutdy gco : N< w that whic.h is good j bdov d of G,d., :md he will have . it.,and thoc.fore it is not contrary unto him, What tlicn is grie-rous, and contraryto God? not.hi g but fin., and \\'hat is fd 

110 other th1rg bL t ~h:it the crcatur \\n. bh otho w1 c d en God wifeth , yea~ and contrny to d n, ill of Goc. : Evc:ry m~o may r>ercC'ive this in himfc.Jfe afier du, manner, he that ,l\·ilkth other\, ife thcnI doc or contrary to that which tc!oc, Leis mine encmie, ind he that wHkth tl e fame t11at 1 coe, he is my£ icnd and deer unto n,e. Afier the fan!e m~nner h is. with God ) ou have he:re what fin is, and" ~at is C< ntr~l}' to Go~, md whlt d eh gn~ve and n ake L :,r~ i >rr \\ fi.,Jl, 1 ee th rdcre that \Ylllcth othcr\,ifc thrn 1 cl()(: <r<M• 

trary 



contr 4ry to God. 

N\'to th~t which I doe, , ,vhatfocvcrhe 

,oth or lc:-.vc:th undone, whether hcfpcaks 

,r holds his peace, all that is grievous :md 

ontraryto me, and fo in like manner it is 

vith God.ihc that wilkthcontrary to God 

,, hatfocvcr he doth or doth not is contrary 

oGodand isfinnc, and what willfocvcr 

\•illeth othcrw1fo then God, tLcfamc 1$ 

·cntrary to the: wil' of Goi: For ChrHl: 

'aith, He that is not ,vith me is again ft me, 

,:he mcaningwhcrcofis th;s, he tl at wil

.eth notthcfamc: thing p.nd is n~t of the 

i...unc mindc with me, he is cf a will con-

1trary,to me. By thcfc things a man m1y 

· perceive whether he doth commit fin ot 11-0,. 

t1nd what fin is, by what mc.11s , ~ nd after 

. what manner, fin rnay or ought to be 

'corrected or amended. And this is that v,;i!l 

which is faid to be ccntrary to God, ~md it 

' is termed difobcdience, AdAm, Egoitie, 

Jfelfndfe, our own will ', fame, the dd 

man , to turn from God, and to foparatc 

our fi·lvcsfrom him, and thde are one and 

• thcfamcthi.11g. v CuAP. 



,o 

CH A P. 35• 
':rh1tt God in himfelf iJ impAtiJJlt, 

in mdn he u p4tiahle. 

N ow that isto beobfcrved,th:itpain, trouble, and chfplca!"~redothnotfJB upcn God as hee is r;od , and ) et God is troubled for the fin cf man. And becaufe this c:innot c rrc to r~ff in Cod withOllt thccrc~ltl_, rc , it is nce{fory th:1tit be cone where God is man , that is , in a deified ma11. But Lcrc fin bnngc h fo great forrow :U1d gnc:fe to God , tlrnt God would williugly ce wrmcntr.d, and mdure c<'rporaB <lc:nh;fo as by th~t means he might but ex-• tingt!ifu cl e 1.n of one man : And if it thould be dem1 nded v. hethcr God had ra. th('r live, f:n rcmayni11g, r,r not tode.fi1oy fin by his deatb, he would anfwcr rhat h~ would nrhcr dye;£ r the Cn of oncmanis more grievous to God, and lro blcthhitn more then tl:e tcrmcnt and death of God bimfrlf. Thcn if the fin of one man grieve 
him. 



aim fo much, what grief fhall ·wcc thinke 
hat he cndurcth thr i:gn thcfrn of m~n in 
~encrall: Hcre\\'e ay pcrcrivcaf::cf\,h1t 
nanner man tr0t bleth God by finning. & 
,,·here God is man , or in a deified man, 
here is no compfaint of any thing but cf 

. in, neythcr doth any thing dfc c~ufo grief; 
~,r \,·h3tf,"'evcr is J or is done without fn, 

C ut God would have and d at D1011ld be. 
aut rhc comp hint of forrovv which 1 for 
.n, that i> meet and fitting, that it ihould 

~ ·emayn ma deified m~n wvill the death of 
:he body, thm1ih he fhould live to the fa!l: 
• dJy and for ever. From heric<: did and doth 
mfe the hiddn.forrov: of Cl ri!l:, which 
no man ca~1 erl er Utier c:r know l:ut er Jy 
Chrifl, and t hcrcfr re lt is both called ., and 

'indeed isa bidden fc rrow. ndfordythis 
is a thing proper to God, \\ ho will hci,·c 
it fo/md 1s delighted therewith in man,and 
is certainly ap1 crtayning to Cc.d J for it 
ccth net bcfone tO m:m ' ncyther i-s it in 
mans p<nvcr, ond vdl(lrc Gcd can attain to 
this he heldcth it mofi dcarc and accepta
ble to him , but tc man it moil bitter nd 

17flC--



grie,·ous. .All thir.gs which ai:e h~t 
OO\l\'11 of tF e propcny of God ,, hich 
will haye m man in whom thcr,icc 
cifed, thdc I fay the tree lizht teacheth 
it doth therefore teah that man ( 
w horn it is beHowcd.,and in whom it is 
ercifed to this end) m·ght no morcc~ 
Icnge it at bs own > then if himfc:lfc 
.F!Ot at all :- for by this means at the kn 
it doth a pp care that man is not able to 
this, ne) ther ought it to be attribu 
him. 

CRAP .. 36 . 
. Thdt the life of Chrift iJ tolt 

loved f~r it felfe, nQt 

far rew4rd. 

T Hmfotc_, ,~,hcre[ocvcr ii·ch a kin4 
• deified man fl1ould be, or is thcr-t 
ma}l be and is the bdl and <xcclk 
:md moil ~cceptable unto God of ani 
_..er:\,·~ or fii;ill be.h.crcafier I and 

the 



i;'hat the lifeof chrift i,s 93 

1e eternal love which J cyeth God as geed 

idfor good, and doth alfolovcth~t in all 

1ings which is bcft and moH: excellent on-

. for good, this true and worthy life is fo 

mch beloved that it is never forfaken of 

·-1at maa in whom it is,.ilthot'gh he {hould , 

~\'e even to the laft day, yea, and further it 

1. :; unpoffible that it fi:iould be forfakcn al

ihough that m~Ul fuould dye ~ thoufand 

lcaths Jand all ~,ils {hould \xfJl him ·which 

:an befall 211 creatures he\ ·ould, I fay be 

norcwillingto cnaure all thefc things then 

?orfake thi, excellent life , :ilthonoh hee 
. 0 

could in exch~11ge thc:reof obtaync the life 

of an Angell '! And here anfwer is made: 

to thc'}udlicn J \,Vhcrc it is askcd,1fa man 

by a ChriHian Hfe obtay11e nothing more 

nor can rayfc any other profit , \'\1hat need 

; is thcr~ then that he ihould dee any thmg? 

This life is not followed, to this end that 

thence profit ought to arife , or any ether 

, thmg be gJyncd but only in the behilfe of 

love, and the cxccll r C.\' th~rcof, :i.lfv b .. 

cmk it is dcarc and ~~ce1:tablc o God : 

Now if ~ny ma'n will fay, ot think th~t he 
hat1 



94 tohe lovedfor it falf, &c. 
h~~h gotten enough cf it, or that hee 
~ve it ovn_ this man doth neyrhcr fed 
kn~\\' it, forv. here it js tru1j7 found and 
it can never bcforfa:kcn., but hc:ethathat 
the life-of Chri!ho this end, thH thc:rr 
he might) deferve or obtayn fome thino 
this man hath it as an hireling and notfur 
love., or r~tha: he hath it not at all: He ch.t 
hath it not in love hath irnot,and alchough 
he thinks he ha vc it., he is deceived, Chdl 
had this !He not for reward but forl01t 
and love tmkcs this life eafie,and notgric. 
vous, cau.Gng it to p,:iffe a.w~y checrfun, 
and to be wHI:ngly corn. But he that do~ 
nor .keep it for love., butfoppofcth that hcc 
l1ath Jt for rewards to him it is moH gric
vo ·s; ~nd hce deGres to befoonridrf1t, 
and tl,is s tl:e l r rert" ofevery hirehr:gto 
<idirc rnd ,,,i£h .in r d of l1is Ja r: 
\'\ herrJs a. rrue lover t::kcth neyther pamc, 
titre, rcr 1 '011r. in i1l pare; for thisc:aulc 

• it is" r· t•rn t .fervc God , and to hveto 
Li. 1 i~ eJ.flc. o Lim th~t de rh it,this indeed 
is ·r •c to him that doth dl thing~ in love; 
hut o l:im that dcth t.heu1 fer rcw .. rd I it 

is 



T/;atGod inwove AU order. 95 

s grievous ~ _the fame is to be hdd of all 
·:rcaturcs ::ind gcod dct'ds , and alfo of io-

_;egnty) equity and the like. .,,._ 

CH A P. 37· 

Tb4t God u above All tJrder. 

'I T isfayd, and it is true, th:tt God is a

c, bove a 11 cu!lomc, mea fu-, e and order~ and 

: giveth cuHome and on.~en., and mcafcre to 

rall things, which mufi thus be vnc!cdl:cod : 

d'Go<l is willing to have all thefe things, 

• bumotwtth{hnding hee cannot have them 

r.~ in himfclfe without the creature, for in 

God without the creature- there i's ncy-

:, thcr order nor confi f:on ., R1tc , nor Ccrc

:ft n:onv., for this caufe his will is th~t thefc 

s thu gs 01ould be ~ and that thC)' may and 
1t ought to be dcne , for ,, here word , er 

t wo ·k or a.C:tons , ~c; there is nccdfrv that 

, there fi10t1ld be done, tytl.c:r ~cc~rdirg 

.'!" to order, cuH-omc) mc:11L:rc, c.,r rcafcn, or 

i' vvithoutorlcr. Nvw 



96 ThJt God ii 11Gove 4!! order,. 
Now order and reafon are better 

more exce11ent then thcfe thinzs ,•vhich 
contrary to them: But now wee n:uU 
fc-rve that there arc foure forts of m~n w 
<loe hold Order , Ceremony and Law 
[ 1 B1jhop1, l Some do it ncythcr for g 
11orfor.1ny other caufc, butcndybyco 
_pulfion , and thefc indeed doe as lttcle 
th~y can, and that which they doe is bi 
and grievous unto them. \ :?. P i i 
P1;ritam, I Others doc it for rcwar<., 
thofe are they who ·now no otherth~ 
but the farr.eJ· and doe that m:n may aD1 
ought to obtain ind dcferve the King<lcm 
of God and eter dl life.: after this m~nn(r, 
:i.nd by no other means_, 2nd that he \\ho 
pcrformeth tl1c met of thefc things is b~ct 
fed, and he that doth omit or ncg.ed ~ 
of tLcm is eh mned, and thcfc men ufe gmt 
p~1ins and diligence he1cin, yet it is a b1ttcr 
th'ng Unto tl cm. \ 3 Twia dead Lilrr
tiHes, 1 The third fort arc cvi11 ~nd fai 
fj.1~rits, ,.,,110 tl in:ke ancfay they aref<1'• 
f<.it, ~no th:1t rl e ·fiand in no need ofthrfe 
tl iu~s, au 1.haforc hold them in fcc-rne 

V uid 



TIMt God is ahove 11,/t ordo;. 97 
:md derifo1. [ 4 Chrijl-i,:ns, l The fourth 
k,rt 2re fuch wl~o are filled with a true 
light, aed do~ not thcfc things for ri:ward, 
for they dcfircnot to obtain any thing by 

' them, or to ,ttai ·.my thing by thm hdp. 
'But whutic,cvcrth111g th<='j pcrforme (◊ll-

1, Ctr 1ing thdc hey doc it out O love : And 
rthdcmcn are 110[ f C r<:h•ll fJOW In::ill 7 of 
tthde things, er how G on they do thcm)·buc 
how well, and th t they may be dcnc in ,.peAce and me.di.re : An<l if by chance it 
h'.lpprn that an 0£ tl c<cor tlfe like be neg .. 
ledcd ~ hey dGt notthercfort f.tJJ into de

·fpaire, for tht , know very "'ell that order 
and reafon are be·ter and of more dteerne 
then :iny thing that is done without rc~fcn, 
-thercfwe t~CY !WiU obferve order, :uia yet 
,they know that ap indfe is not pbced 
:rpcr in: And ther 6. re they :.re not fo mudi 
troul 1 d as others are, "'nd they ~re hlamed 

: 11d contemned of all o hc:r Scets : For the 1 

hirefngs fay, thcfe men do lltcgether neg
}cct thei 1fdvcs, an<lfomctimes they fay,th t 
•they~rewkked and thelike; others who 
. aa of~\ fiee fpirit)ayc.in a fccffingmanner 

F that 



98 Tht1.t God is ahove all or/er. 
that they behavethcmfclvcs foolifhly,and 
the like. But they thcmf<lvcs doc hold 
that which is the mcane and the bc:fi, fer 

one lover of God is better and dearerto 
God then a hundred thoufand hirclinos 

nnd we oLght to held the like opinion °of 

their ,,·orks. This alfo is to be obfcl'led. 
that the commande1rcnt, fpecchJ and aH 
the dottrinc of God doe t(:nd to this pur-

poie, that the in ward man may be ~ 
to God, which when it comes to paffc; the 
outward mall is fo v¥ell ordered and inftru
cted by the inn r man , that indeed ~ 
fiands not m need of any outvvardpr«ept 
<.'r doctrine. But the precepts and la s-of 
Olen btlong to the out\, ard man , and arc 

neceff ~ry I\ here Fett r things are un
known, for thcfe men :tte: ignornt citlttr 
what to do~ r 1ot to <ice , fo as if~ 

p.line be wlnting., men become likete d 
indotl cr-ur.i.H • • 



The de[cription of t/Je 9g 

CH A P. 38. 

The defcriptitJn of the 
/Alfa light. 

ar T \vin~madementio1~of a falfelighc., 
•
1,r thcrccf,as 

lcn~cth to 
vcr is con
~h1g to the 
1crty f the 
~,U that a
o be dccei
cth deceive 
I dcccire no 
: g h. t ~11y 
fo you may 

t Cl, ,_____ 1g 'IJ ow marke 
1this the 1ghc is God}md fcmc divine 

:hing, the falft hgl:t is m~n or fon e natu

rall thir,g. No v it is p1 o1·er tt God not to 

(DC thi. or th~t 11(. tLcrto \ m, defae or 

fi kc cl JS or that in de1F.e n, n but good 
nd for 1.0 other di"ng bt t for 

F 2 good.: 



98 That God i5 11.bove a!loraer-. 
that they behavethcmfclvcs fooliilily,and 
the like. But they thcmfclvcs doc hold 
that which is the meane and the bcll:, for 

one lover of God is better and dearerto 
God then a hundred thoufand hirclinos 
nnd we ought to hold the like opinion °of 
their works. This alfo is to be obfcr,ed, 
that the commande1rcnt, fpeech J and 
the do6hi11c of God doe ttnd to this pur-
poie, that the inward man maybe j0}'8'i 
to God, which when it comes to paffc; 

outward mall is fo -well ordered and inR 

cted by the inner man, that indeed 
{lands not m need of any outvv ard pr«" 
er dothine. But the precepts and la d 

men btlong to the outward man, and art 

nec~ff ary ,, here &ttd things are 
known, for ihcfe men :tre ignorant e 
~ hat to do~ r notto ace, fo as if 

pline be wanting., men become hkete 
~nd otl er uc-•H • • 



The Je[cription of t/Je 99 

C n A I>. 38. 

The defcriptinn of the 
/Alfa light. 

H.\vinf.:madcmentionof a faffelioht 
L O , 

:omc thmg m11H be fr<>lirn thcrccfas 
.l ' ,hat 1t is ) and what properly bdcn~cth to 

t:Know therefore that\\ h::,rfocvcr is con
raryto thetrnclight, is bdcngin:; to the 
jJfcJight? It is a gcner~ll property 0£ the 
n:e light not to deceive, nor to\\ U ·hat a

··1y {hould be dw~h-cd, neythcr to be dccei
ed ic fcJfc. But the 61fc light ccth deceive 

,Ind is dccdvcd. For C.cd will clcccwe no 
nan., uytl:cr can lice be" .lJ: g hat ::i11y 
n:111 ffiorld he dccch·cd. An~ fo you may 
·u,!gc ~lfo <.f the tit e light. Now marke 
rhis the true Light isGod,and fcmc divine 
:hing, th< faJR hgf.t is r.an orfome natu
ral! thir.g. No1v it· s p. O/er t< Gcd not to 
ec thii. or th:t . nc. tL rto ,. ill, de!ire or 
fc kc tl 1s ortl at in" de1fi(' n, n bur good 
as oood nd for no other di"n~ bt,c fc .r D ;> ,._. 

F 2 sood: 



1 oo The defcriJJtion oft he 

~ood : the fame is to be hd.J of the t 
LJ 
light. • 

Alfo it is proper to the crea.turc o.nd m . 
turc to be fomc thing this, orthat _ ar.dt 

held fomc thi·:g in cfiimation, and to<l 

fae eytLcr this or th:it : neytl.cr doth· . 

lo~ c that wl.ich 1s n.ecrly gcPd, 

good and for r.ood, bL t for fome tt 

thing, this or that. And evcn as Go 
and the me light is yovd cf ~11 Egoyty, 

frlfodfc, and fceking it fclf, fa the property· 

and nature, of rhe natur~ll) falte lightist 

be I, my felf, mcc &c. fo as ic ieeks it fei 
and its own in 211 thirgs more tLen goof 
a.sit is good : this is proper to it, and the' 
11-ture of cvciv one. 

Tow kt this be obfervcd whmfoevcr 

this Iir,htis at the firH: dcccived)tdoth 

w1I! nor cl'ccfe any good as good andfor 
gcod., but it {.\·illcth and cLccfcrh itteL~ 
and its ow1 c ;.s the beft, which is fal{}mxl 

~nJ th 0 firH deceiving. It doth ::llo fup

poie tho.t it is that" hich it is not , for it 
doth fi ppofo itfe..fc to be gcod bcuw 110-

thmg but na !re, and fuppofing 1tfrl[to 
God, 



filfe light. 
;od, it chal1engnth to it felf tliat wliich is 
roper to God.and not tnat v-:hich bdong
th to God as God is m~n or as htt is in 
>me deified man ; But it chJliengeth to it 
:He that which belongcth to God ·' :md IS 

:roper to him as hce is God without the 
·eature for ever and ever : For( as it is faid 
eforc) God is not poor J neythcr wantcth 
·e any thingJhc is free without buGnc{lc->at 
fbcrty above all things., ~c. All which arc 
·uc, he is alfo immoveable J neyther doth 
.ee <hJlknge any thing to himfclfe, hce is 
\·ithout Religion , and whatfoever hcc 
roth is jull, After the fame manner (fayth 
1efalfel1ghr) will I alfo be., for the liker 
1at an)' one is to God, fo mt eh is hce alfo 
1c better, w hercfore it fa yth, I will be li~r 
11to God, na7, [v,,i/l bi good, -and fit nure 
;o,t I will I fay, be lik$ to Lim as Lucif.,r 
'Je Devil! J;d. 
, God is evcrlafl:ingly v.· ithout pain, paf
. on and trouble, fo that nothmg can bee 
one which is grievous to himpr cm pro
'urc his payn, but where God is man, or 
.1 any deified man the matter is far ochcr
·vift. F 3 Lail. 



1oz Thedefcriptionof tht 
L~ll1y, ·wh;tfocver c:?n be deceived' 

rtemved by this falie light : And feti 
whatfoe,•cr j5 no~ God ot Divine ma: ij 
cl1.ccivcd, an 6nce that this light is nature 
it idfe, 1t comme1h to af ethat it may 
drcetvcd : t l erd:.ireit is cce~vcd apd alfo 
ckccivcd of it frlf. 

Some ·will 11y, how comes it paffe that 
·wha foever c~n be deceived ~s deceived 
it fclf; "This doth r cccd from the grcac 
and tmmcaforabJ er" fiindfe thereof: For 
it is fo fubrlc) <.frceitfdl, and nimble of it 
fdf, t.hat it d~cndcth and dimbcth10 h:gh

1 as co foppofe it idfe t0 be above men, t1}a1 
ncythcr na!ure nor any creature can pgffi, 
bly mount fo high; for this c~ufc it fup~ 
feth it felt to be God;then therefore it doµ, 
arrogate to it fdfo all things which~ 
to God,and efr·ccial1y asGod is in cttrnicy, 
and not as God is man: For this c~ufcit 
thinketh 1t iclf co be above: all word,work, 
cnH:ome, order, and cve1 above rhcco{pa. 
ralllifeofChriH which hee did lead in h~ 
humanity : And therefore it rcf L1feth to be 
.touched of any creature, or the works of 

she 



/Alfa light. 
the creatures whether they be good or evil., 
or whether they be againfl God or othc:r
wifc, all thcfcit accounteth alike, and will 
be freed from them, as if it were the ctcr-
nall God. But all other tbings which :ite 
beLnging to God and to no creature, it 
doth 2rrogate to it felfe as if it we1c wor
thy of all things , and as if 1t were meet 
and right that all the creatures fhould i<:rve 
and be fubjcct to it. 

Thus it comes to paffe that there remay
n"th ne}·thcr f rrow, pafficns ~ nor troubles 
for any other thing or caufe , but only the 
fcelmg of the body 211d fcnc~ which mu!t 
,cm1yne nntill the death of the body, and 
whatfoever payne c n ·arife from thence': 
Yea , it doth fay and fuppcfe that man is 
and ought to be without payne and un
touched, as Cluifl was after hi, Rcfur-:
a:ed ion. 

There are mally other and wonderfull 
crrours which doe.proc~d hence. Seeing 
then that this fo.lfe light is nature, fr hath 

• the fame property that nature hath., th:u is, 
to admire and feck it fclf and its own in all 

F 4 things, 



thing~, and th~t \ ·l-r eh js belt and fwcetdl 
to natu e:it [elf, tnd bccaufo it is deccivtd, 
it doth thinke and fay, that whatfocvcris 
b lt, fwecteft and fittcft for it klfe, that is 
the belt of ~dl other things, :ind it.doth fiv, 
th:it it is bdl of all, that every man foould 
frckc, doe and will that which is be!Hor 
~imfdf: it knowttli no other good but 1u 
f.lwn and that which is belt for it fclf asic 
foppofcth: But if you fpea.k unto it of the 
tru ,md fimplc good, which is ntytherthis 
>lcrthat it knowcrh not what it isJbuton
l~· fougheth it to fcorn; wh:ch indeed is 
fitting to!) fo., for n;1ture as it is nJturc 
cm 1ot ~u~yn to it : Thcr~6rc fccir:g this 
li/1t is mccrly nat -rcJ and cannot prccccd fo far. 

This falfc 1!ght doth alfo fay ,th:it it hath 
fi1rmou1,1tcd both Religion 211d confcirncc, 
:md whatfoe,;er 1t doth 1s right:In fo much 
tl1~t a cert.a in falfc light, l1bertine fpirit did 
fay_, Handing in this crrour, that althour,h 
hee h.d {hm ten thoufand men hec would 
1.11:ike no m re confcicncc of it then if hcc had killed~ dog. 

Briefly 
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Briefly this foHc and dccei ved light doth 
fiye:11! things that are contr.iry and gric
,,ous to nature, and this i£ propn umo it_, 
bccaufc it is nature; and being fo deceived 
as that it !iippoieth it ielfc to ce God, it 
do ·btcd not to f we arc by all the Saints that 
it knoweth the thing which is belt , and 
h:1th his exiflence in it, fo that it on!y cx
tcllcth and fcckcch that ·which is lxH: ofaU: 

, Thus it comes to pafic that it never cyther 
be amended or thought more tncu the D~
v1Jl himfclf. 

Ccnftder this alfo, that this Jjght doth 
fiippofc it fclfc to be God, and arrng:itcth 
the fame to it fdf,& herein it is LHcifir the 
Devill, & whereas it doth reject the life of 
Chril )and many other things belongin3 to 
tlie true good, and foch as \\'ere t:mght and 
beloved of Chrifi, it is AntichriH;) frcing it 

• <l0th te=1ch and live againH Chrifi : And 
even as this light is d ceivcd by its O\ ·ne 
fubtilt , fo likcwik all things arc: deC!cived 
by tt., whi<.:h are ncythcr God., nor Divine; 
that is., all mm who arc not iHuminatcd of 
the true light and the love thereof : for 

F 5 who-
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whofoever a.re illt.!minatcd of the tn·c light 
they arc never deceived but whol<.evcr 
hath it not, and ) et is fo :iff,ttcd, as that 
nee will walk with this f~Jfe light and re-
1Nyn in icJ he is deceived: And thtscomcs 
to paffc, bccaufe ~11 men th~t ~re in that 
light which is not true, ne turned into 
themfrlvcs, anddced1cem themfelvc~, and 
that which i5 profitable and fit for them to 
be the chicfefl gc-od , .ind if any man v,. ill 
comn,cnd and prorornd that unto them 
for the chiefcH gocd., and will help them tQ 

it ~nd teach them how to get it, him th y 
foll ow ~nd c:Occm is their Malter. 

No,\ this f.tlfclightdoth teach ~,ll tl ingSi 
belonging threunto. and therefore all men 
follow it, \\lh0 know not the tree l:gh, fo 
it corr.es,t9 paffc thatthcY, aredtCCJ:'w'.cd ~th 
tegethcr. 

Ic 1s fa1d of Antichrill, that when he~ 
commech., and all rbat ha,e not die feal o( 
God £h ,11 foHow him, thofc which have it 
D1, 11 1101: fc-'10\ him ., 2nd th-.t 1s the fame. 
li!;h" : this IS t:t•e incced, 1f :- n;: 1mnc:10 
rna1n to that whic~ is bc;fl: fi 1 hi1pf~f~ 

'lllZ• 
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· viz. thlt which is belt, to Godwa cl, that 
~ 1s excellent, but this is not done fo lonz as 

man Jecketh and loveth that which is beft 
for himfelf for to the end hee may find and 

[JI obtavne that which is bdt for hunielf, it is 
1~ necdfary that bee firfi lofo that wh 1ch 1s 

fr bdt for himfelf as hath been a!rea<lyfayd: 
:,: But if a man be willmg to forfake and lofe 
~ that which is heft for himfel(to the end he 
01 rnav fird that which i~ heft, bdt for h1m-
1t felfe ) tbis ag:lin is £Ife j therefure there 
t11· arcbutfow that can come into this way. • 

Thi~ falfehghtfayth, that a mano1•gh~ 
to be void of Religion, and that hee 1s a 
fool and a block who maketh any account 

llil 

k thereof , and that it would prove from 
ChriH v. ho was void . of Religion; to the 
whkhanfweri-s made; thatthcDevilblfo 
is void cf Rd1gron _yet hee 1s no whit the 
bctrer fc r being fo. 

Underibnd therefore whltReI1gion 1s, 
11; Relition is \,1hen it is acknowledged that 
!,' manig 2verfeordiver+edfromGod by his 
ia o'ivnw1l1 (which both is truly nnmed -:md 
:· calledfin)and that this was mans fault and 

not 



1og erhe defcription of the, &c. 
11ot Gods : for God is free from all fault of 
finni11g , who is l e therefore that knowcth 
!-iim[dfto be guilrlcffe except ChriH alone 
:mdfomefew bcfdc:? lm9w that whofo
evcr is votd of Rcli0 ion is cyther ChrHl or 
the Dev11l: In a word, whcrefocver the 
true light is ,ther~ is :,lfo i true and up.tight 
lifcv -hich is acft::P,tlblc & bdoycdofGoo: 
And althot:gh it be uot th" Ii~ of 'hriH in 
perfection, yet notwithflanding it lS rec i
tied and framed to the imitation of him 
and foch a 011c loveth the lrfc of Ctrifl: and 
'"' ho.t!oever properly belcngeth to reafon, 
or•ler~nd allveru1cs :In this lifc(Ifay) all 
1rlfoeffe, 1, myne, &c. perJheth. 

Lafily nothH'g i in it admired or fought 
but cnly go d for geed , and as Jt is 

goc<t. Bt1r· 1v,here the fa He light is, thc:rc 
.is no rc 0 ard had cvther of Chrill- or :iil 
t"ertues, but that is" fought and bdov~d, 
vvhich JS fitting ~nd pleaGng to nature, 
hence procecdeth falie and in rdin:ite li
berty.,whereby man becommeth {ecure and 
11egligent in . and of evc:ry thing : ,For the 
nue light is the fc:cd of God, .md then-fore 

• bring 
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• brings fort the frdt cf God , the f· ifo 
light is the feed ot th twJll > "r.d • ere it 
itfowne thcrC', lfo, the r ii t of the Dc,j 

' and the Devill hi, fdfincrc ieJ1 :This rn~y 

.. be perceived ~nd underfh O\i by the words 

and :irzuments formerly fct do\, n. 

CH A I>. ~9-

who and what A deified 
man is. 

, JT might be demanded who is, or wh:tt 
is a deified,. or a divine m~n? \ hem n

.' I anfwer, hee wl10 is ill minatc-l with the 
cternall and divin~ lov.e is a divine and a 

deified man : .And of this li 0 bt vvce have 
ma<le fome mention heret0forc. But wee 

r muH know that light and knov. kdge is fit 
. for nothing, nor is any thing without love 

which may he e be pcrcei,ed _. that al

, though a man very "' ell .kno\v what vcr
! we or vice is; yet except he l0ve-vertuc,lhe 

bccommeth not, 11eythcr is c11due<l ·with 
vcrt11~., 



110 

vf'rtue, but kaving venue h{'c followrth 
-vice. But if he m1brace vcrtue then he fol .. 

weth 1t, nm this love caufcth him to be .. 
come an cne ny to vice in u;ch manner that 
1 c c ... unot only noc entertain nor ,onnnit 
fin , but :ilfo makcth him to hate it in all 
men; , ea he doth fo far love venue that he 
< nn~t b~ at rdhxccpt he doth excrcife or t 
en Jo it as m, eh as hee may , znd that for 
n o,hct ouk but tor r11.?t hec lovcth vet- 1 

t . e. ::-nd .,r.rtt' it fr!f is a rew:ad to him, 
'Wl h < rj0:• ;Hg ot vvl ,tch hce rdls fowcll 
cc mcu--e ,. . ,hat hte will not exchange 
he1 r r a 1V •r ~1fLrc. 

1 his is h ,Lo beconu eth and js,avet
t o , mnn 8· J e .ha is trt ly endued with 
,. ert ... e, wrn t<1 .o; for the , t ole W< rki he
be re vcd of ve;;m e : Nay , t1ee h ld rathfr 
die ;1 n11ilrable d :nh. 

\Ve ,n3y ff, , k tb: Eke of Ju{hce, moi 
men kno ,: E tfc1et.rly, "h t is JuHice . yet 
doc they J.JO 1Y.:co1 e j fi t r they love-not 
j,H:ce and chcnfi re thrv c~nci'c vict'aoo 
i j Hicc,for i.~ t . ) 1 vex{ J. L 1cc they codd 
doc nochi g \. Li(il \ m: u1juH: for they 

~ woJd 
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\\'('\uld hate :nd become fuch tnem cs to 
ir:j~!':cc. s tbt if thry !hol'ld perceive 
itm~n✓ man, tl cy,,c Id \\ilJingly fi.ffer 
and ~a gtcat mattec, wl1crcbr in ·um,e 
o,igLt l c ioctcd out and m.in beccme jn!t, 
2nd had r~ther die then doe :my uiijdt 
tl.it.g, and all thefc they would <loe for 

• nc u her caufr ncr <'l"d but d,e k,·e of j:t1-
fiicc , :md jufiicdhould be heir rcw • rd, 

. 2nd it fF.ciently rt:ccmpc:·cc- tl em. S1;ch a 
o e bccctl.lTl{th , and u, r. j 1il m~n , Nho 
had rathrr die a hundred times th( ~ live L.n
juflly. 

The like ma) b fr id ef truth, ald ough 
:-.·m~m ki.cw i11 many thi1:gi, ·what is true 
~nd fr.lfc , ) et if he le •e nc,t the tn th h is 
not :i true man J :,ud if h,· doc lo\iC it ~ t! en 
th:-rbcfollcth in,wh1,hisfoidofj:.fLc. 

If. i"-h fpeaitth C1f jdHce \\ l-en he ~ith, 
W1,e, to rl.em ii f4t "-r·~ of A d, uble fi,11 it, 
tl cfc ~' u· de •.:i o" tw~rdly fcrye (..od, 
b ir n,· ~r,'.lv.--rcf lof1ics)n \,ho.- n:outA 
a 1 is fo;_1nd. 

brr ~·e . .-,y 1~2 rn th- t knc 
skill bcir:g v 1d of lo~ lS c 



xu man u. 
The like is alfo L ndcrflood of the devill, 
,, ho knm, eth and un<lu{b ndcth ev11J and 
good juH and unj 1ft, truth and falichcod, 
&c. But bccaufe he !ovcth not the good 
which he ho ·eth, l.e bccommeth not 
goo,J wh,cb furcly l c , ·o Id 1f Le codd 
fov~ thc.1tn th, and or her f,Ood things and 
vcrtues, \\ hich he knowcth : It is tn·e in
deed, that lo,·e ~nd 1novvlcc!gc ought to be 
taught, but iflove doe not follow know
Je'--lgc and accompany it, nothing is gained. 

nd fuch is the confidcr~tion of gocd, 
:md of his nature, ~nd of thof thil'lgs that 
appertain to him, that if any man have 
great knov\'kdge of Gcd, and of hi~ na
ture, a.nd thinks that he knoweth ·and un
dcrflandcth what God is, except he be en. 
clued -v 1ith love, he cannot become divine 
or deified : But 1f he have true love, it 1s 
c rtain that fuch a man doth cleave unto 
God, and forfakcth all foch things as are 
not God., nor appertaining to God) and 
that he doth hate, and is at cnmiry with 
~11 fuch thmgs not cndurine them , being 
grievous to him , and this love doth fo 

joync 



Whethtr God 71;11y ht known, I r 3 
. Joyne a 1112n to God, that he cJn nevei- be 
fep1ratcd from him. 

CH A P. ~o. 

1·Vhether God may be known, and 
yet not leved. 

H-EF:C(' a qt:dtion arileth, bccaufc it is 
(iid he that knov\'eth God not J and 

loveth him not, can never be bleffed. From 
this ldndcof knowlccee the qudHon ari
fcch, what k'ndc of kno\, ledf,c tl at is 
,vhereby God mly be known and yet not 

· loved, feeing it is faid clfcwherc, that 
where God 1s known , he there dfo is lo
ved. and that he that doth know God,doth 
~lfo ncceffarily love him how then can 
thdc contrary things agrc~ togethn? un
to which I anfwer J th.:n here ., g in fomc

J thi1w is co be cbicrved: Vie have for
med~ fpokcn of two li3hts J a true aud a 
falfc: after the fame maimer we 1:ndtd1f-

ccrnc 



t~rnr that thC'r . 1 !l douhle lovr,.:t tree ne 
~ n-~ a falfc otie ~ ootH which mutt be tali,g t 
& bro, ·~ht m to us b .. fome light , r 1now
!e: gc : N w the true lighc wo1keth tr.;( 
lo ~c-, a1 d th fo lfeJ;ght fa.lie love:, for that 
-w. 1c 1 the f. lie l g t dcth ac-o:rnc to bee 
bcfl:., the ~me 1t doth propo nd, and pcr
fwacle tl' c lo c 1 :u the b~l+. and love 
doth follow :m obey what it con n
dcth. Now it is formerly tanght th:itthe 
£ f. light is mturall ~Eld nmirc . fo 
wh, tfocver is propcr~nd bd01 gmg t m 
tu~c is proper and bdonf3tng to 1t as I, 
mine- to me, this tha., this nuns &c. It 
j5 nm:{fary therefore i fhould b~ ·ccivcd 
2nd fal~ in it felfe., for I ., or mine never 
cornmeth to the true 1 ·ght or k1 o ledge 
undeceived, txcept oncly one which isthe 
divine pcifcns. .And to the end we may 
come to the: know!cdgc of the fimple tnJth, 
it is ncce!fory th:t all thefe pcrHh. This 
;ilfo is one fpcci:ill property belonging to 
tb{" n.:i.tura11 falfe light, chat It ddimh to 

_ lcnow aU things iftt be poffiblc, and con
ce1veth much joy and plc~furc, boalfo.1g in 

• its 
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itskncwle<l£e and kan1:: g ~ de~ ring a:I
:w:i;s to know rrore and mere, ~nd ycr 
never is con .. cntcd therewith, and the ncre 
or high<.r thing· it k mwcth . the greatc 
«cafion it t ke h of} y :,nd boafihtg, and 
when it is come to fo gre:it h ig th hat 

• it fuppofeth itknc,\\'S lll things, and mor 
then all, then is it in th~ higheH pkaf-re, 
and triumph acc0unting that 1-nowlcdgc 
as the moH bdl: an excellent thing , tt.nd 
thorcfore it teachcd that kno ,·ldge and 
klrning ought to be loved_ ~s the rnofl: bc(t 
ind cxcdknt thing. And thus it comes co 
paffethat k~1owledgc and learning ismor 
dlecmed otthcn rhe thing it folfcvvhich i$ 

know 11 .for the natt•rall .11 d falfe Iigh t doth 
bettei love its knowJe,lgc & learning (tha~ 
is,itfdfr; then th~tfclfrfan ethingwhich 
is knowne, as 1f it \vcre pcflible that the 
fame natrraU light codd kr.ow God ., and 
the £imp le tn•th as it is in God & in truth, 
vet not\1\'ithHanding it would not dcpri: 
hom its own prorcny , th:).t lS , frcm it 
folfe ~nd its own. 

After this inanncr is knowledge witLout 
he 



the love of that which js knowne or hath 
been lmnvvne : and thus it d1ml,cth and 
creepeth to foch an height that it fiirrofeth 
it frJfeto know Gc<l :nd the true ar,d f.m
ple truth, and fo it lovcth it felfr in it fclfc. 
Surely God is knownc c.f ncthing but of 
God ; and bccaufc this light fuppofcth that 
it knoweth tood, it pnfovadrth it [elf aJfo 
that it j5 Gcd, ~nd boafieth 1tfrlf ~s God. 
and willing to be dkcrned Gcxl, thinking 
it {elf"' onhy t)f Jll things J and to have 
right over all things, and that it hath over
come and conquered all things, & c. Yea, 
and it fcorncth ChriH himfdfe and the life 
of Chrill,and all other thmgs/or it would 
not be Chrifi but God cternall , the reafon 
cf this is, bccadc th.it Chrifi and his life is 
contrary and burthenfome to:- 11 n.iturc>and 
therefore naturccmnot bcare it but world 
be God for ever ~md notmJ11, yet\., ould it 
willingly be ChriH as hec 1s now after his 
rcfL1nccbcn,for all this 1s cafie.,md pk:ifant 
:md comfortable tonature,thcrefore nati.:re 
efiecms it beH bccaufc it fcemcth bcH fer 
her fdfe. 

Scme 
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Some t ung i<. km}\ ·n, but yet not loved 

of this falfe ltght :1n<l of his falfc and de-. 
ccitfr ll lcv~ b' t knm ·kcge on -4 lean;ino is 

mordovcd then the thmg itfcHe \\hich is 

kno1vvn. 
There is :ilfo l·nowkJge ·h:ch iscallcd 

Science ., ~no vet is not Science, ~nd tLis is 

L when a man f~rrdcrh by henin_g reading, 

a1:d fome fngdar 1-.Go\, ledge ~nd learning, 

many tbir.gsarckno ,•n to him. the 1v\hich 

is C' Ucd Scic1xc., d.nt~ fc1yth , that it know-

cth th:s er that. And if ou :1sl·e him 
\\ hnxc he knowetl: 1t Le\\' a, make 'I nf n:r 

that he Lath re~d it 111 b < ks &c. And this 

istcmed knowkdge ar., fcicncc., &c. but 

it is bdicfc :nd not fmr:ce orlmowledge, 
~nd by rhis fcience and kno\,ledgem:my 
things -- re u11<'.erHood and kno\l\ new hich 
arc not covtrcd. There isdto a love which 
is altogether fal{t·, s ,vhcn any thing is lo

ved fir rcwird., as,, hen a man lovcth JU

fhe to the end he mightobtayn fomething 

by it, &c. Alfo ·when ~ny crci1.ture 1oveth 
~110~hcr forf~:mcrh:ng of ,is own,crif the 

creature do love God for fomc end : Tl-.m 
~11 



18 ttnd yet not loved. 
all t! ere things are f Ife., & t111s love is mofi 
fi" rer to mtL11e ~sit is nature, neuhcrcan 
m.mrr3S itis natt:re, knoworpc:1f.~rme:-
11~ other love th·n this., for 1f rny one wt"re 
:able to rercuvc this n~r~rc ::is it is nature, 
iovcth 1 orhit~g but itfelfo, by this ~11c ns 
fomcthirig is ackno\, le .gc;d to be good a11d 
.not loved. But thr true love is targht and 
directed by the triic J·ghr and .knowledgt", 
~nd tbctnfeterna,h•1;i div'r.clightJeach
et h love tc: <1ve not-hing d~ but the tntc 
fimrlc ~nct f e&ct guc et a .d hat forno o
t, crcaufe but for ge1od,not that it deGreth 
t I ,cthis,orhu,cranyt!:ngfromit 
by w:iy of teV\Jro, bL,t on1} fcrthr love of 
g d, ~nd b~c1de it is g0 ~d:•11 'org ,tde
fervcrlv to Le Jowd. fhat ,. ,,h 1s thus 
kic"v11 of.he tn•el1ght md!:1 l!onecdfa .. 
dy br o, er. uft! ,_ tn1<:: lo\·,: low the ftr
t 8: good G1.nno·t b,· 11,Gwn but of the tn c 
true light , ~n<l th, rd ~ ndt needs belo
ved wlicn it is lmo\,n. 
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CH A P. 4iI. 

of the true /()ve if God. 

His alfo js to be obfcrved in vv hat 
m:in focvcr the true l!ght H the true 

ve is, in ! im thetrveand ptrfo.9 good 
kno,, n ~n<l k vtd of ic fdfe , and thi:; i~ 

.one nort .:!tr-ee!o,·cthitashin.te:f eras 
r m hirr.fclf, hut lS it is the lrt~c and f:mple 
ocd : znd iurdy that '°' l1ich is perfect, 

1e. rher can nf't will lcvc ~ny tbr.g fo f. r 
l\rth as it is lewd c:f it, o .. :t die onlv tn.e 
<;od ar-d it !df isthatfamethjng, 

r \CtL that it felfe ibould 
f it fdf a~ itfcl 

, I.! 1fi 
s ( n. ~nd the rrur z C l I 
, • tn_ c and per-
~ n, i~ forn 
r d ..-~ 1 n 

h 1f nv L,tt 
Ge , Coc1 wo it ::nd ·110· h : 

1, Fer Ul dhs true nd in this tr' , 
thcce 



120 of thetrue love of God. 
th r re ne 1thcr rcm2., nrth . or m, m· ·, orto 
me, or c·hou, r-r h,\1e oram1 (eh thing; ~ 
b:.:t the ligLt lc110\~ eth 3 n t{ndedt.,n<:crh t 
th:it one good \I\ hid 1s ~ 11 gcocl and~ bovc ~ 
~1! Ecod ~ a1i d all thicg5 re tn•l I gccc m . 
this cne, and without tl 1s me tl: t'l..! is no i 

good. Thcrcfc re here, this , or tb t, for • 
thou., or d .c like, is n0tlovcd, but cnly tI i 
which is ncytLcr I nor thou: tb1s 1 n that, 
a.cd in it every gocd 1s Iovt:d as the cnix 
g od as it is fayd, all in 0 11C as in _one, ~na 
one in all as in all, and 11e and all zcod 
is loved by one in one,or by tl.elove ofonc, 
for the love thlt is orn to one. Here: it is 
ncceffary that all Egoyry, myne, [dfndfe, 
and the like lhould who1y periJJ1 nd be 
forLkcn, and this belonzeth properly tq 
·God, excepting ·what belongeth to thcrf!r, fon:1Iicy. 

Whatfoever therefore commeth to p-1lf~ 
in~ man ,vLo is truly deified cythcr by d~ 
ing or fuffrr:ng, the fame com{s to paffe in 
tlus 11gbt or ii;i this loyc aJ:1d from the fauif 
and by th: fume, a11d ~ gain in to the fam • 
heocc it tullo\'vcth that man is contented 

with 



of thetr11eloveof God. ui 
with it, and giveth over his d~fire to know 
more or leffe. er to have, Jiye, dye. or not 
to be., &c. alJ thc(e things are dfcd-eq and· 
:ireC'lne and the fame, 11cyther is here :iny 
t~ing bla1r.cd but only Gn , • :ind what fin 1s, 
is formerly fayd: For it is fin to wHlothcr
wilc then the fo:i1pJe and perfect good , or 
the enc and eternally will, and to \I\ jJ1 any 
!hi1~g without tt or , g2inlbt, or o:herwj~ 
hen th:it only \-\ ill would ~ ,~ hatforver 
r cccccth thcnce,as to 1) e inj ·flice,fraud, 
nd all vices. Fin~dJy., wharfocvcr h, and 

' called fin. com'mcch hence that man wil-
. th otherwife then God the tr~1e goocl: 
~or 1f thrre were no will hut this on Iv one, 
ere wm ld be ~ o fin commitred. ; Thae- • 

ore we mav "'df fay .that all our o\.m i·ill 
fin , :incf that fin is ncitliing dfc bur that 
hkh prcceedeth from o~.r own will and 

his is only that whereof a trt e deified man 
orh con;plainc., and indeed hec is fo far 
.rievcd and moved with , • as that 1f 

,. eh a man ~ercto rndure a hundn·d in
mo:.i crudl death, , h(e would no to 
uch ,0111plain or grieve as for fin. .And 

G . th 



zo of the trtte love of God. 

this muO: of necdfity contii.uc fo t·ntill the 
dtath of the bo<ly, where {Leh a 01 c is wan . .. 

ting, there iurcly is not :i. divine or deified 

man. Tiim:fore after that in tht5 light 
:and in th1s love, all good is loved in one, 

and as one, and one in all and in ~u th_1rzs 

as one and as all, it follo"' eth nmfl:111ly • 

tHat wh tfoevcr hath a good nan.e 01oufd 

:\]fo oe loved as venue, order, integrity ju. 

{bee, truth &c. Briefly wh::i tfoevcr belcng

cth to God as the t uc good being propcrtO .' 

it, tht fame is bdovcd and ccmm~ndtd 

it ~ And whatibcver is contrarv ficrct nto ' 

_ voyd of thts precdeth r.axn and totme 
and is bb.med 2s fin : And in ,,vt1at m • 

focver this is belovca ia the'. true li£lita 
.trut love., he leaded\ tYle mofi ocel tnt 

bcll r~ of anr, that ever was nr IJ1:.ll' 
~nd therefore this is to be affi dcd 3 

pu11cd above all other lives : This w 
and is m Chrill mo!t ptrfcc\orhcrwifc 
could not be Chrifi, and this love of wai 
·an this excellent life ana all good is'lo1c 

caufcth all \,•hatlcevcr is mec~. convcnk 

• ... or ought to be fr ffcred , done , or comet 
pa 



of thttr11el ve of God. u 3 

paffc to ,:. w ' ~ , , 1 ne ::ind 
fu1f 1 d. , b e gnc:-

0.11 

gai t , 1 704.! iu,ifie, 
d m7 lmrden Ngf t , this is \\fOL ght by 

.at lcve which loveth th is <'Xcc11rnt life, 
di~ is , • he ~ po!tks ~ Mar-

•rs \-\' llingiy and p.1t1emly 
·h~,tfc c re to 1i1ff r : pcytl er 
1d they e 1rc of God that the to1 mcnt 
d payi1 might be iliortned and made ea-

• 1ly that they, mightab1ct'! 
And forely what!< e!er 
ne lovc"ia a truly dci1ed 
fimpk ri~ht ::ind p'ain, 
playnly and tru.)' ex
y her can it be k:qwn 

nd ,,here :c • s 1 ot 
,n. 
here is a 
wrc 1s (o 

wavsfccks 
• llbo ds , ck· 
f fo as d1atit 

ten. Seeing then 
G l fol-



n4 
fol1110od is,d C:fci.ved, :md every dcecit d 
firH c!cceive it fdf, it foJJows ~hat the& 
thingnm!l-bcf.;11 tnc fJ'Jfe ."ght, and l 
for hee that dccciveth.isf,Ife himfelf, as 
elfwhercfayd; Ano ,•vhatfocvcr ispr 
to theDcv1l1 and belongs to him ishkc\~ 
in this life and Iight}and in the Jove cha 
info much that there is no difference 
twecn them, and thcrcfor~ thisfalfc11gh 
the devil, & the devil is thefdf-fame ha 
This may here appeare., even as the D 
<lothfuppofc himfrlfto be God, or at 
would w illingl~ be accounted God , or 
ftemed as Cod, and ism all th'is decc, 
foit commeth to paffe likew ifc in th( 
lig.t,and tn the love and life thereof. 

• as tie Devill would willmgly deceive 
men, 2nd draw t~ecn to him an~to 

·proper~ics) mJki,,g them like tofon 
and ufini many arcs and devices to 1 

en?, ~o thtfamc comes to paffc J1kcwik 
• this light : And as no man can thndl 

bcvi'l out ofl,is po{fdfton _evcnfo 
l:kfal!etH. her • All tnis prom:det~ ~ 
r.hatt-heDcvillantf Nature both i 



O.fthetrue love of God. uf 
nd perfwa<le thcmfelvcs that they ar1: not 
ccchrcd but rath~r that: they arc in very 
ood cfbtc.,. which tn•ly js the w01ll and 
oft hL1rtfr1I crrour that can be. Therefore 

1e Devil ~rnd nature ate one ~ nd rh, (me, 
vercome nature, •anct yea overcome the 
cvill .md vanqt~0-1 him, and as long :is 
ture is t1nconoucred , the Dev11l ·s alto 
conquered , \Vhctherthis be ufcacd to 
•aridly or fpirituaH 1 fe, yrt ~11 th;s l ght 
ap'leth falfe 11 l oncous, being it frlf 

ccei ed and rtonco~ being rr tclfc dccei
ed and dcceiv i ng others alfcnf it can. By 
at which is'formcrly faid ic tt1ay evident-

, be undcrHood and known , that there is 
o difference when and \\;licrc there js any 
rcch made of .:Ad,1m , difobcdiencc, the 
·d man, rgoity, every mans. own will 
fl, appetite, I, mine nature, and fal[' 
'fa, the dev1I1 ·and fin, :ill thtfc arc on 
tdthcfamuhing, ~I this ·s~gainHGo 
'd without God. 

G 3 C11AP~ 



. . 
.. . Th,t there u nothing contrArJ ) 

- to God hut • 1
•• 

4 

,PI al 

BUt if now anyo1 
be any thin 

true good ? I an (1\t is 
icherco ,ith 

but onel n the 
will 1Villeth. If thou willefi any t 

thcrwife thea the etcmall V\ ill willc 

is contrary to the em l ;vill. 
Now the etern~ •ilkth, 

quircth that nothi d be y.:· 

~ }Qvcd, but on ly th od, a11 

thing be done othcrw1 <: that is 

to it. Hence it is, tha~ this fayil1 
that he who is noi ~ -th God, is 

God: but in very deed~ l otning . 
God or the true good, which 1s t 

un krLlood , as if~~ had faid, h 

v,illeth of himielfo without ine, or\ 



l'i-7 

Jlotas I doc, h~ v1llcth ~oaidl me i: 

n v will is that no man iliould will other
w.ife then I doe or ,vithonc me, and there 

01 ht to be no will ,,,itl om my will :is 

without me there is neither dfcncc ncr 

litc reit r th ~ s 11or th~1t., .fo ottght thtr~ 

altc tQ oc n • will w1d1out me or without 

mv ''"ill :mu truly, s all hint>s which are, 
~re mdeed one and tl.c farpc in true dTence,, 
:md every good is one good, ne1therca11 
R.ny thing be witho ,t that oue I fo ~Ito 
011ght all v/11s to be one !\'ill in nc ne1fett 

'Nil1, n ithcr ot 1gbt any \ViJl to Le without 

I~li~ one when thrrcfore lt jr nth l'\ 1i C 1t 

js unj- H, comra~y to God and h1 \'\'tlt;nd 
therefore {in. ~ . , 

You fee h path been formerly foid, Rat 
every will which is void of tl e ,, ii of God, 
that 1s, every proper will, and ,whatfocvcr 

prnce~dcth from the felfe will is forne , fo 
Jong as man frfkcth his own good , and 
~that which is bell for himfclfe as hi own, 

to himfdfo, and as of.h1mte!fe, he doth 11c

vcr .finae it; f r as long as this is done, man 

ftcks not that \\·hich is bcfi for hunfelfe, 
G i and 



'i 1 i,,t mans ownrvill. 
:and therefore 1s frr from finding it : For 
fo long as man is thus affected he frcks 
himfdfe, and fuppoirth himielfe to be the 
bdt and bccaufc man is not the heft fo 
long as he · eeks himfclfe. 

But iq what man foever good is fought, 
loved, 311drefpe&ed as good,21:1d forgood .. 
and that no othcrwifc: but ondy for the 
Jo"eof good~ not :.is from me, I, mine, to 
me, 9r for me, &c. there is it found, for 
th::rt i is nghtly fought, where 1t is other-
' ·i(e it i~ fa.lie. And trt ly by this means, , 
the- perfc:tl- good 1s fou£ht, loved, and rc-
1pc8:ed, and thcrcfon: found. It is a_gre~ 
folly in :my mm, to thinkc that he know
r.th or can doe any thing ?f himfolfe, cf."~ 
(ially, when he thinketh that he knowc:th 
or can doc any good whereby he might 
~tt..iin or d efervc any great matter at Gods 
hands_, for hereby God is d ifhonoured , if 
31ou rightIY. under{hnd it. NotwithHand
ing that true good doth favour every fimpJe 
~nd fooliG1 man \vhich knows no bttter 
t_hings, and doth fuff er the· bdl eh mgs to 
bLfill him as much as may be, and ft.irdy 

God 



That whert the lif, ifchrifl it, 129 

God gr~'ntetH him as much good :is he • 
able to receive, _but he neither find~th nor 
obtamcth it_ fo·long i\S he is fo a.ffcetc:d, for 

he 1 1u fi nccdfanl. forfokc rgoity who1ri 
othcn, iic he 11ull not findc 1t nor obtain 

HAP. 43• 

r Th4t where the ii e of chrijl is i 

hrift. 
I, 

ll_):E that knovvcth :rnd undcrfbndeth 

£1. ·h l:f e of Chri!t knowcth alfo and 

1 rl crifan ~etqGhrifl , and hrc:-th~t know-
hr not the life ofi qmH: noweth not 

01ri<l : hcc t at beli~vetl; 111 Chrifi belie
Veth that his Uc is moil excellent and thr 

be£ lifi. he that believeth not this ~oth r-:>t 

believe in ChnH: Iooke ·how muchof~he 

lifo uf
1 

htiH is in :my 111an, fo mtih ~f 
GhriH: is in him :.ilfo, and now little itre 1s 
of the one Jo little there is of theott•r,Fot 

• G f .vhcrc 



30 -t'here, ii Chrift. 
where tlie life of Cbrifl: is, there isCh11G, 
and where thclifeof hti(t is not.dim· is 
not €hnH . . w hcrcfotv:rr thtrefotc the lite I 
ofChri!l is or ·maybe,dkrcthat mightb« 
fayd to bewhich Saint p4,s_/ tpeakith, J 
live, ytt net I l,ut Chrift that li11e:h in m.,, 
and this is the bell,,and mofi: cxc llent life, 
for wherefl-cvertrus t1fc 1s,there God him
fdfe is and Iiveth : And l1krwife all good: 
can there be any better 11fc then this ? ob .. 
ferve this w-cll whcrioCT.·er y.ou. heare obe .. 
clience fooken of .the new man , the true , 
light, tr~e love,or the life ofCHnfi,all thefe 
~re one and the fame, and wherdoevcr one 
<?f'tfide is they an: all dim:, and whcr 01 i 

is wanting none are prefcnt, f9r tht'y are 311 
true- ,tnd in.deed one thing r:Bur if there ho m 
-any fu_ch tning by rhe H~1pe vherrof you 

'm~y obtayh tliat this might grow anti Urd 
: 111 ma,n ou ought to cleave unto it, and to 

no'othcr thing : Anq whadoevei, doth 
ijinu-r it, that- you <91. ghtto leave --nd fer
fake :.t\n,d if ny .man cou!<l'.ob~a n 1t-in 
the· ht, Sacraments hec flfou1tt· obta be 

, ehriH \ily and wdl J and C more you 
,L,tayn 



To hecontmtwith GoJ, 131 

obtayn of this . the more you obtaync of 

Chr ill ti:uly, and the Ieff c of this J the lcff c 

•aloof Chnit. 

CHAP. 

[f. . Tohec~nte 

IT is faid.hcwho is contented with God,' 
.,1,th fuffic1cnt _, ;vhich is true , and h(C 

which is content with any th111g elie, 
wh;ch 1s this~ or that; is no conuntcr 

·ith God., hut hcc . th:i.t )1s contented 

w t11 God iscol'lt nt\ ith nothingclfe but 

en with one, ,:vr,ich is neyther this nor 

that, and yet i 1S all things,tor God is ont 

nd all thi g & it is necdfary not that he 

(ho Id be H ttiing . Again , •hatfoevcr 

is and is not one that is not God ~ and 

wl1atfoever is, nd 1s not all andahbve all 
that is 1 ot God, for God 1s one and ~11 and 
above all , w:h focvcr thercf01 c is content 

withiGod isc ntent with on('. And hC'cto 

' :whom all things at net o~e ~ and • nc all 
things 

;, 



132 To he ,onte11tivith God. 
things , ~md to whcm fomc thini and no. r 
thing are not of like ~alut, anrl are one ~nd 
the fame he cannot be co 11tt:m with Cod: 
But in wl·.o'l1 this i , in b 11 it is fm,nd, 
that he is contented ~ndno wbercdfc.The 
like is alfo to be here under!lood. HC"c that 
will fhe\\l and approve himfdf hol , con .. 
formt. le andobdiitm to God. mufi:hcccf
for1Iy be conformable and obedient only in 
ufiering, ai1d neydicr rehfi, hdp, nor de

fend himfcJ ,. : he that doth not fo con
forme hm fdfe, and become wholy obcdi
n .bot ton c-n -1nd all.thinf', ·obc)mg 

m one, ~ i one , he is not conformable ' 
nor ·doth ob vGcd. 
• Th ·s "e m~y fc~ in Chrilt. To thund 
there£ re th3.t man may fuffrr God, and 
have a will fo to doe, 1t 1s ucccffarv that 
he fuffer aJJ things m c ne as in one: and 
1hat 11c doe not in any fort rcfiil :,rny thing 
th.at is contrary to Lim, ~his Chrifi alfo 
~ formed an. he that rdiflcth hok rhings 
whid are <r<:fle to him., anJ gardrch hu -
felt~. g infl: tl cm neither willn0r c n {if .. 
.kr God ; .This is . thus to be undc1Hood:, 

xc--



To he content with God. I 33 

rcfi{bnce orght not to be made :-g:'linft :i

ny thmg 01 er turc: by f re or""' ~r, by 
\.\'ill or wo1k ,·rt it is b.V\ foll I\ irl.cut 

committir:g f:m~c to forf. lt.c ard ff: tbefc 

things wh?ch arc hu,tfi:11 co us~ Tl crc:

fo1c hethatlove•h Gc.d lovcth all things in 

011e .is in one J and 011c in :.ill tl.m~ s, as all 

thmgs i1-1 one: Alfo lie that loveth ~ny 

tL11 g this or that., otl c1 ,, ilc then in one, 

and for one, he lovtth • not Gbd , bccufc 

he 1 veth f< mthmg which is nor God.., ,nd 
therefore he !o,•c:t11 fomthin , mere then 

God: He ti 01 ,th t love h an)l th:ng n~ore 

then God , or love h ~n , tnmg bcfidcs 
Cod, loveth nc,t Gcd , t I God,, ill, and 

• 0t1ght onely to be loved, Jnd nothing GlD., 

trulv -be lo'\·ed but r d: Aud in what 

man focver, the tn C Iigl t ::u1d i~fl'C l9ve is., 

thtu is notlrng , ed f him favinz Gcd, 

fc 1 God is tLerc 1 vcd as God and for 

Gcd.a1~d ~u that is good as one,3nd one a~ 

aH, er all thmgs arc truly one, ~nd oue Js 
;il if1 C,;od, • 



134 Whetherfin is to /Je lffled. 

CHAP. 4~• 

Whethe_r Jin i4 to 6c loved. 

·~ :i r: • a uefiion , fince th'lt a 
o beloved , v. tther fin 
d? I anf wer no, for '\\ h 
, th t onely 1s to be uHde 
or-d. and every thin!' • 

it is. the D vill 1s modi 
n~ mam1er 1mthi110. 
oo it 1s ('.;nno, 'to ~ll, 
lo en, Hi- th n; (; 

ot ., an to . is nor to be, and 
the not gocad. Bmfly there 1 , c .. 
thin huf {e ( r forth as it 'Sin Goo, 
no, gs 211\! that" hidi thtv a dh 
6 , anc Ji t. great eol m re the-, l.Pl 
themfdvcs, th~retore :iH hmgs arc go 
fo for forth as they nc, and 1f rhcr ·ere 
any thing w hofe dfcncc , f 1 e not m God, 
that thing were not gocd, ut or 
dffae l)' th'ng 1vhkh 1s :-

0
aint , is 

not m God, fo.r God , nnot will any 
thinz 



Whither fin iJ ta he loved. t 3 5 

thi1 F wh1cb ts ngainfi God , orotherwife 

the, God cc. rli , rherrfcre it is evill . nd 

nc gnoG ) or re.the!" it is nothm~ ~tall, 

Goo • r lovHh , c,rks ut nN • 111 • nncr 

cf,\otks. \,Vbat :\: c 11 dmh hcc love? 

hlldy ft eh as . rrcccdc frc1 tl1c tcac mg 

3nd d1fcipline of th~.tr ' C li9ht., :md from 

tf.U 1 c, h .foever proceeceth frot 

thcf<: ., ~nd is one tl crein .• 'in fpirit' and 

trut'.-h • the fame lo11g th to God and is 

plea ,1 g to him, but that which prcceedfth 

fr m tht falfo light rind taUe Jo e, hll that 

is vill, :rnd efpccially that wl ich pr cee

dcth, ot is done: or kft n1, ~0ne er fi tfercd 

to be done bv or from anv other "111 or 

defire, or any other love," then fron,, the 

will orlove·oltGod : '.All this I fa ,!is, a1~d 

comn 'eh tb paffc \'\ 1tbout Goo, aud a
g mtt{' d_and • ainihheworke of•God; 

und is fonie. 



136 Thatfaith'1ringeih,&c. 

CH A P. ~-6-

Tih4t Faith hringeth forth 
knowledge. 

HriPf.,vd ·hewhodothnot 
• not ci w

1

jl1 not believe > is, fo 
damned. Thi~)s ·rue, for v\'hat man i 
come~ tnc< this life- , n.-yrher· b.th 
ledg yn to it exccp h~c 
bdr h:-t \ ·ill needs l<nm 

fore vcr ccmes to true kn Je 'g gs "re not to be und 
flo< , 0hm ofCl1rifhan fait for alfan 1riH1a • • e 

t t l,c \\ 
l1t : l'. 

or d!c no man can · come to t e 
• I d c t tLc othc=.r. Thcfc thingure to be rndcrH0cd et the m.caf-ons belongto tr t , wl ,ich may be Lo~h knovm and 

fo1 nd <. ut, th{c mult be b lieved be.fore 
thc.y be known or four1'1 cut-> die it is im-

pof-



of mans on,n P:nper wi !I. t 37 

pdliblrto con r to true no'-d ogc: And 

of Lhis faith Jefus Chntl: ipeakerh. 

CH A P. 47· 

of rmms own proper will. 

· IT is fa ·d rhlt in Hrll nothinrY aboun-
. V 

ieth fo mt.ch as 1 f- ,ilJ an thi' is 

• trne, for here i,no o herb~ tfcl f~ ,111 and 

ifir were not fo there wm;ld be neither 

• H 11 nor DcviiJ. ' 
W 1ere:is it is Gid, that the Dcvill 

fcll di \,nfrcrnHcavcn, :-nd averted him~ 
frlfc from God,&c. it is nothing die but 

thlt he "~· ould have hjs own will , aud not 

be of tl.efallle \v1ll with the etcrnall \\ ill. 

The like bcfr11 .Adam alfo in Paradicc : 
And when n ('llti011 1s made c klt .. ,: 111, 

then that is undc:rf!oQd to bee it wnich 

·w1lleth ochcm tic then the fonplc and c

tern:1 ll will would or willcth. Bue what 

1s Paradice? le is whatfoevcr is, for 

. :Whltfocvcr is 1s good., and pleafant ., and 
alfo 



alfo pl~aGng ~o Go<l. ~nd thcre_for.e bod\ 
is . and is rightly calfod P:.m ice. Vara. ~ 
dice i~ alfo Cid o he th(: threfhold or D 
Suburbs ofcLe ingdomc f !u:av n fo 
~Ifo, wh~tf: ever is, may l" , d1 termed 
the foburbs o the eternall , or ot cLe eter
nity, cl11efl • chat \\•hkh n . .' c pc ceivcd 
or kno n in th1 Jjfc f om t. m~or:iry 
thi1Es, in the ere tllrlS an : rn t of the 
creatures of God a ere 1 i v : For tlfc 
cre.tt; re . n r<! t; r onf r ion and a V\'ay 
,. ·hid, leadeth to (J<,d ~nd c>t<rnity 
thcr~ffir~ the,, are called a thrdhold and J ,,, fuburbs of eternity, nnd hee may ,,t!J ~e 
faid to be the Parad_ice. In this Jlaradk~ 
alJ t~1ings were granted, which were in 1t) 
except one tree and the fruit thereof. which 
fa tlfos to be underftood : Ther~ is no. 
thing forbi(!den of :-in, thirgs \, hich are 
there, nor cr.-ntrory to Goct, faving enc 
thing,"' hi,h is J our o,u1 proper w1JI,of 
that m~• n fuoul d , ill othcn~. ffe the11 the 
etcrn~ 11 w i 11 wdlech. 

This 1s to bee weycd : God faith to 
. 4.d11m1 that is, to every particul;ir man, 

Yi hadocvcr 



1:VbJ Godcre~cdm1.ns 1;9 

~.sh~tfoevcr t.h~u d dl or doc!¼ not i 

is lawtull am,· not f< htden, io a5 it bee 

done notac rdin, tq thy,v1Il, but.iftet 

tnine; for ..,,. 1atfoc-ver is ,!one out of thy 

,vill is v o cc;ntr ytothc~tcrnallwill, 

not bccm fc 1 w .rhs fo done ar~ contrary 

to the cter all· 111 b t v. hen they :i~c dcnc: 

with notber · 11: or othetwifc then out 

of the ctcmall "y\' ill. -
~ Why God cre~t~d 1J!d11s own will, 

/ eeing it iJ ,ontr ary to the 
etc"rt1fll 1vtlt , 

H
Erc fomc will aske, ft ino that this 

re (that1s,o rownrrop~r vdll) is 

10<.;1..mtrarvtoGod., and 'the wnall :'\ill_, 

by di God creat<!.Alld mak \t' and-alio 

place 1t in :Paradifc ? Unto , hich I thu 

;infv, r, If ,-nycrcaturcdc(rctofearchi11• 

to ~nd know.the bidden ,011nid and )'ill of 



I40 own 1vi!l,fteing it it 
of God, as lch21 g. to undcrtfand why Gqd did any thing, or left it L:ndone,orrhe like this man rlerreth t~ e f:imc th::t Ad.,,, . <lid a1 d the e1nll, for this defire fddcme 

1 procredrth frrm "' ~m • o.hcr modcn t'hen that tnon t.ihell plea( rt and 10.ricll thrtt. fo \\ nich 1S mien: pride. A trPJy humbled and illuminated n.an dotfi nor ddirc of Cod to haw· his Gm~ts revealed to him, :is if l1e fhodd :iskc , hv God did doc or . <lrhy thi or tJ :it &c. B.t!t cn·rhc-contr:r. ry part dcfimL onlv that J imfclf nught be :inihilatcd in 11im!cJfe, ana that hisowne ,·vill might pcnfl1, Jn the cternaU will Jive an8 rrcva J in l1im remayning unhmdred of any otf.rr , ifs) and that h h imf lf aud all that is in him m1gbt !acis c rhc etrrnall "'i11; yet fomc thu1g clfc might be fa1d in anfivcr to this qudtion aft~r th1~ wile. The1 r is noth:Dg fo e:.ce11ent an<l pleating fo aJJ creJtnes as knowledge or r~fon, and will: which two ate fo ;oyncd togetJ;ct that vvhere tl1e one is there is the other alfo., :1nd if dJefe two \ ·ere ,iot , then "'ould there be 110 reafonable creature at all but 

cnly 
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only bru .cbe3£ls, :md brut10mcife h"cb 
l odd be a great fa lr : e. 1tL(.'r " ·cmld 
God ( as 1s formerly foyd) ol t='yne his own 
natt re or the natMe of d ofo, h :1 r(' his 
bv acbng, which notwitl H. nd ll'f is ~t to 
be done , and a ppcrtrym:th to per < t i • 
Now this kn0w.edPe and crcarcd rcafc 
was given\\ ith the will to the end it m1g t 

• both in{hrctrhc will and it tclfc., th~t Pry 
thcr the knm, ledge nor tl e \\ill\ 'as , fit 
fclf, and th~t ne-. t .er of them h,,d part 
of chemfclves:nor pug he to fcrve tbcmfelves 
nor their c wn~ ,, ill, nd th~t nc 1thcr .of 
them Ol!ght to be prt fit bI to it felf . or to 
tl c ufe t it frl( butto bcof his of,, hem 
they had their bting. :i1,d t , l cy a1 . flow 
back agayn into hm,_ ~ in tlicmiclvc s that 
fame i.i, to be turned 111to 11otl ing in their 
ov,nc filfadfc. . 



:r4i Why Goel cre,tedthe will. '. 

• • 'I C i-I P • 49· 

r,,rhyGod creAted the wiU. 

HFre3gavn is fome thing di eci 1lyto 
'.Jee: ohterved conconmg thr "i» 

w,h1ch is in Goel orip,1t1 1) !}(Od, dlent1al
lv without 211 " ·or or action : the famt 
will is like ifc in m:m, .., nd all other living 
things both d int and willmg: For the 
natt.re and propet y of th will 1s to wilt, 
for whacorh~rtnmgs fhould it doe, orft 
lho 11 not o.e at ,·D if it h~c noa6Hon, and. 
this cannot b<: eff tcted w i tnout living crea
tures: Therefore it i1nccdfory that ther( 
:t(houla be cte:-i c res , 3 nd God "'ill na"¥C 
fudi to the en nat his w!ll might nave 
~md doit Q'.Yn ,.,erk in them,'' nicn orner
wife iii in God withour ·work :ind yewn• 
11ot but b . Tr ercforc here 1; a "·ill in Jj. 

vingmaturcs(v\l ich isc ld , created\,il) 
110 l:fk belonging to cd the, the ctcrnJll 
will ii not aprrna, nmg LO tt ccrc r-e.s: 
And becaufc God cannot will without a

c\ion 



' Why God cre,ted the will. 14_3 

8ion and inotJ ,11 witl outliving creatt res, 

thcrd-Ltc hec: V\1Jlldoe it in end \I\ id . t ,cii

vint· cre-att rcs . Whcrtfore living thirgs 

m.gl t ntt ro \\ ill • ny thing \ y th is very 

•ill, but God oughr and will hv ~ct10i1 

,. rill togcrhcr , \\'Ith the wlll which is in 

an , a1.d, et is the will ot (.,od, whicn\t 

1t were any \"-'here, or that this were in 

n1an abfclutely c r whcly, then men 01m1ld 

·1ll nothinc, but only God, :2nd there I fay 
r.. illfhodd not be frl -\\ ill, ncvthcr fhodd 

• that: man will otherwife then 'God\\ illeth 

for (;od fhould there c:xercifc his~ 111 :md 

not mm, ,111d there the wi11 of man fi1ot 0ld 

be the fame with the ccernall ,, ill, as fo. 

ving flowed into the frrnc. And in rn 11 

there\ ould be and rcmavn l"•ve and fer

ro v flcaforc arid pain with frch lil:<e : For 

W1 ere the ,,ill d0th ,,·ifl wiLinglv , there 

is love or t rtO\I\ :whercfc ever thofc thmgs 

~ are put in cvecution whicb the will wi kth 

there 1s love , but if otl ier things be done 

t 11 t e will willcth there is fo1row, and 

· this farrow 1s not ~mans but Gods , for 

v.·hofc the will is , his alfo is the: love~ l~d 
. ~~w 



I 44 ,Yhy God crtated the will. 
forrow is not mans but Gods. hut the w • 
is nor the will of nian, bur of Go,J; tb('re. 
fore the love and farrow is his :ilfo:neyrher 
jsthcrc any tbing bl-1med faving that which 
is contrary to God : N eyther is thrn ar1y 
joy orplcafure ccnceived but what pr cec
dcth froin God and from th:it which is 
Gods ,, and bdcngeth properly ro God 
Thmfore as it is with tLc willfo it is wi 
Jmow !~dgc , i-ea {on , power, love and ~ 
things which are m mJn. that is, that th 
:iJJ be1onc) to God , and not to man : A 
jf 1t ihould come to pa ffe :' t :my tinlt' rh 
the will\\crcwhollv forr.kcu, tl en :1llo. 
thtr things wodd likew ife he abandoned, 
and by this me.• n, God lhould obcayn all 
things aP,pcfca.ning ·nto him and wiJJ 
lho 1d be no mo1e iclfc will : Thus a· 
Goo crc:itc will J but not tlfat lt {hould 
our Oy'\'11, 



C li.A ,. 50. 
1/ow tht Devill and Adam ch,l- 1 

ltnge will to themfelves. 

VJ com:ncth the Deviil and 
d m rrhat is) faHe nature and 
th to hin.felfc this wi11 malon~ 

ISO ,n and enjoying it to the de f 
imi lfe, =ind th0fc which ore his, and this 
the grca nd inJury, thjs I fay is 
at bite ith Ad11m did bite the 
plc wh=c bidden ud cotrr, 1y to 
od• Ai g and where this fdfe-
111 is' th r is an • true Cl'ietndle, 
•hich ma bee dtfccrncd both m 
~n , .an the d er i 
er any 'pm ffc: er in 
is life <r c, erhtl 11 gly. 

• ~ 
4 

• • 1crc 1s a ro-
ch l 

IC, bt; 
ob. .. [ired 

that 



.146 thAllent;e wiO 
that it can never 1:ec abandoned, rieith 
can that man ever receive trne ccntcntm 

nor cnjqy pc~cc, 1c:ft, or lmpp,iadfe, t 

which m:;iy be fcrne in the DC\'il1 
.. If o 

tures were not endued ~ ·ith rcafca a 
will, fimly God would remain unl<no, 
~nd unb lieved, neither praifcd no 
noured, and ::ill livm,v. creatures w 
ofno accol nt and untlt to lcrve Gcd, 

this anfv, er is made to this qudtio1 

there be ~ny one who from this Irnt 
ted1olis fi ech ( which notw1thHa 

is !ho~·t and profitaok to God war 
.ind v.till corre~t h1111felfe, that w1 

ty acceptable to God. That 
free is rropcr to no m:i n , and he t 

aprrppriatc it doth all. 
1 0w ofailficedomes nothi 

as the \'\'ill, and wlicfoever m 
own, ~nd dotl it 

ble hbcrty: frt nd 
he do' h Hl, this ot. t 1c ev.i 
and all their imitJ.tors, but -
leave will to its owrt .cxccllen-
as he ought. hi I eHr 
. ; . 
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th:1 t irnits.tc hit • He that dcprivcth ~ iU 
-0ftbat his ex, . lent hbcrry, and m,1'cth it 
his w!!. this mans 1cward ·is, that hee 
become 1~ bjed to cares fotrows, pover
ties trouHes., .nq icn cfic and misforrurxs, 
and that he remam in them fo long as that 
• Hc:th bot 1 in thi~ life .1nd for ever. But 
bre that 1c . eth ,-ill to its ovvn free nature, 
cc joycth plcn~, pe:-ce, quictncfk, rdt, 

lelicity, both in this life :rnd c:verlaf mziy. 1hmfc re in '\:hat man will is uot .p re.-
• ri.1t<"d bt t rcmaincth iB its own e:xc:dlcnt 

cdo.nr, there :ibicktli J and is ~ truly free 1 
d a fi.. ! e 1~t1 or creature, of whom 
CL. 1!1 faith , Truth foa/J m~ J"" 

fru,and prcfc tl! after,Whc,,-
th Sonne aoth 111~ fru~ 

he iJ free indc~J. 
(\) 

2 CHAP 

-t 



CH A -r. 5t. 

'That in wh.1.t r,Mn the trNt• 

is, in that man free 
svill u. 

T
. His alto is dilizently to be obftrvc 

that in what wan focvcr the tru 

fc .. h its free liberty )t bath a workc propci 

to it fdfe which is to will, and that whic~ 
> • 

it\Nillcth, it willeth withour hindrai.cc 

nnd it ·wiilcth that which in {:\Cry thi • 

istne bc!l ond moil cxce11ent 1 and what• 

fcevcr is not excellent ncr good iscomra. 

ry unto it
1 

breed5 gnefe, and compfain 

ond the freer the will is, and at hbcnfi 

the more forrow, pain, and cauie of moanc 

is brought upon it, by \''•.'lckedndfc difh 

ttdl-y, malice_. vice, anc \\hadocvcr is 01 

can be termed Gnnc : This m~.y bee <lif

cerned in ChnH: \'\'ho was endued with: 

roofi fi cc. abfolut'e and. lcaH appropriat 

will th~t evrrwas or {hall be in anym:i 

yea., the l umanity of Chrift wa& a crea 
l 



the truth u. • 149 
mo!tfrcc;andat grea efi libertyofany man 
t11 t ever was , and cc 1t foffcrc i fo 1~uch 

! ea r et compbmt miifry 2nd ain fer fin, 
(tl a1 is, for-111 thing~ conuary to Goe) 
as ncv"r .1 .y creature \\ 3s able to fuffer 
more. But • ·here ii~n doth ch1Ilenge li
berty m ft eh fort to hit felfe as thJt he,, ill 
e1 urc n caufc ofco 11phint or mifcrv for 

' fn Jnd fi ch't inrs JS are contr~ry to G > 

but will neg (et and free him[clfcfrom all 
care and '"'o kl be in this life in the 
famecondirion \ ·herein ChriH was after 

. his rcforred:i n &c. there is no trudiber
ty "rt! ngfrorn tl ~ divine l1gr1t, but a na
t r .. ll unJtifl ,f lie, :mddevili(h libetrv,out 

, of a natt rall life, and errcnious light~ If 
there wc:re no felfewill, there WOL1ld ben, 

, pro ricty at aJ1,in the Kingdome ofheavcn., 
11othing is proper and therefore the .. e is 

' f1.Jl aboundancc ~ true peace, and all h.p
pindk, and 1f ~ny one w,re there who 
wot1ld chdlrnBe any propriety to him
f tlfc) he 01ould necdl~nly £CC to hell, and 
bcccmc a ccvill. But m hdl every cne de
fircth to ha ~h1 ownfrlfc-wiltln::i thcre-

H 3 foic 



15'~ i1t that mA11f,:ee, • .,jfl ~. 
fore there is all unhapp.indfc 2.nd mue11; 
the like al£,~ happencth m this Jifc. But if 
thercwcrewyone in hell who couldfrcc 
1imkifc from"felf-will, :ind prorricty, hce 

1 !d came from hdl to helv n. 
O\'\r man in this world is placed be. 
b avrn and hcll, and may tur-n h11,. 

thcr of them . fort he mo:re pro .. 
t'ic .e h~t-h, rh.e ,norc hee: ii iubj(d:co 

u~h.iirpindlc, and t c ldfc" ill ht 
1dfchd1 he hath, and th~ nOGrcr 

And.if 
utt~rly 

ind 
.ft. 

tn.ly 
r~ (ojr 

e of he~ vcn ce diai 
1a 1 1d hav.c, or .de6re.d1 to h~vi<: ~ 

per to h in fr1fo, bccommcth p o,
• werc,hjs 0\ 'll {l ve and bone,. 

man., but he that hath nothing r.or wi~ 
havcany tlw-g, nor dcftreth to i1 ve any 
thjnf proper to himfelfc, he is free and at 
lib,;.rcy, an ... ~ i 011c hath Fower \11 hun. 

Ctt 41'• 
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Cl-I A p. 51. 

• ·Of ch~ifl hi!Crojfe. 

·i all things hich a c 
his l 1 g life, \l\1hich 

1 h irty y ccrs an 1 a half., 

1s h c did m fc words, When hcc 

ay \, f~/l<r,, ,nee. Now that man may fol .. 

ow hin , it is nc~dfa tllat hcc forfakc 
.1 thin ~ C H R

0 

1 s -r forfake all 
h1ng ,i he. ere never k, i: f any 

r·nor cm1ld be ~ urther he th;;tt :\1m1kl 
• a!fo t .. k~ up 1 • ~ 

(! tninz <.lfr 
1 c is bi ,e 
1 h , fVhofo tin 

fqyfiz.1"? l!!l, ani. t Ilk.! ,q, J,i., e, ke is 

'"tthyof rM, Mia cannot t,, mJ 1Jtfc,p!e, 

ve other kth'l,u feilawmte. But the free, 

falfc nature iupp(jlcth that lt hlth forfak{\l 

all things, yet will not endure the croffc, 

ad fayrh, that it bath enaure<l enough of 
it. [And that now 't ilan cth in no need of 

it but 1 i:<in it is dtcr~d , f0r 1f it had 
J H 4 ()nee 



t5'z of C/;rijl hiiCrof[e. 
()nee truly ta!tcc the croffe :, it codd never 
forfake it.: he that bdicvcth in Chrifi muH · 
bc1ieve all tl,ings th:tt are_ writtc : Chi!t 
fayth No 11u11 C()r,, mcth to the F At htr but · ~j m~ '.- Now obfcrvc how wet m -fi come 
to the Fat her by Chrift, m n ct1ght to ex
amine him(elfe :md 211 things that :ue his 
both inw:Jrdiy :md outwardly, and fo be. 1 
have and Hdfic himfelfe (fo fr as hc-ecan) 
that in hnn there never remayne or be in. 
wardly auy cvill or dc(;rr, love, .or dtima
tion, thought or JJcafi re , other thrn be. 
commeth God, and is lavdi1ll evrn as if 
Godhimfdf were man him[clf but when 
jt is found that there is anv thirg which 
becommeth not God, nor ·1s 1 wfoll that 
ought to be pluckt up by the roe ts. and re
fifl-ed as foon and as wdl as m~v be. the like 
ought alfo to be do1fr outwardly ju do• g 
or not domg, in fpeJking or being file11t, 
waking or Oce~"111g. LaiHy, in a JI cm:mo-
n y or matters ''" h Kri m:m dcth t\'thcr with themfdves or othcn in aJl th~fe let 
ore be had th1t no.thiug die happen., nor. 
that man co.nvert hiu11elfc to any other 

thir.g, 



of chrijl his Croffe. 1 '5' 3 

th1n~,cr"fuffcr ~ny ot, er hill£ to bt in 1m, 

1 eytl1cr o 1tv,·, rdly or in,,?r<Uy . :imi hat 

nothmg elfc be don by him b 1t thanvh1ch 

iswo ti yofGocl ;mdmayjuHly ~ndJaw

fi lly be don , e en as 1f \Jod himidfnHl'e 

man him(ife. 1n ii-eh a man wh foe,er 

is or migh be done inwardly er outw.1rd

ly b , t is, c,r iliot1ld be G ,ds. And man is 

or 11'll ft: c ~~11 ImitJtor . ftl 1{ lit of· hnfl-, 

V\' , eh 11fc \\<.:e may lind-:rihnd and pub

J,i(h. 

CH A J>. 53· 

of the imittttiM of chrift. 

I'"'d cnanyman'co Id atr:iynto this life; 

Y fho kl go inc come throt g C rill 

tor c F:nhcr t r thc:1 lll hce !1101 'd be an 

]mi ~tor of t r t ; ~ nd tbcrcfc re {l~opl<t 

come v •itl Cl.n{ to the Fathc r. md by 
( lirHt and {}1ould h~ tLe tn.:cff'1v~nt o 
Cl- rtll, for! c tha.t f("' l<w· tl, hun(a h1m-

fclfo faythj hcc that "''i i forvc mce, lei hi~ 
• 'H 5 tol .. 



-154 of the imit.ttim ofchrift. 
e. s ;fl Ca v,he er coth 
wmed th • me I fay 

. h thus foIIm,-., Chnfl-., a fcrv.c 
him , he.entrcth mto the fame place\!\:ht'rc 
Chrifl is, rha • the Father. Tht~ our 
lord Chr' ft d rmc_, "'hen hdayth, 
F 1her, !,pi ll thAn-.htr~ I" ,n, rh,re •7 
qv1111t/;e,rl •l; hre th t goeth thisv\:iy 

c ore in o the fli pfold,that 
j fc., and P.:ter opened- thi 
cl ,re un o un, buc hce that goeth 01 ea.~ 
devot rcth anoth<r way, or I pr,oi th bee 
c ' l'i come to rhe F:1tl.fr and ctcrn~ 11 hJppi 4 

ndfcothcrwifetl n t y ( hrifi:_, he is in an 
crrour for lie: gceth not the right W~}· ncy-
th r h ~nhc do ore ana thcrcfo101t 1s 
no 1 bc;aufc: hcc i a thiefc 
;i 1 nfdffjytl . M ,rk 
t on. 
t ~ 
0 ~ r u 
e et 
n m~ llQf 

Chif¼ 



of the imitAti no r.1 • 

Ch tft h N,1- ,,,,,,~,h ta 

wurxupt . her imtw l ·111eh . •ou 

m {h ,, 5 undrrfbnd, I unu nd the F~-

ther, to be the p<:rfctt 311d Grnr le good, 

wi • eh 1s ,.u, ~nd above ,11, am \v1tl:out 

,·vhich there never was nor lli~ll be any 

good ·ork \ r l cc 1s all 

in L • cc g ne 

a1 a ,, 11 t s-a 

er CL aol~ re-

hcnd. For wh~ m-

e" , 1e \' • 

th'" re • {hould no,·bc • 

med : n.\1H th it i none of 

t-h ic eh ~hich the e bv his (.,\'\B 

1 J.turc C tO Lfl( er O • rre end, 

or n me, Wl en this :lnd innon 1-

bk goad ()th tk>-w wto a bc~ettu,g 
p.:I-: 



I 5 6 H1w the FAther dra-wttl, to the 
perfon in which he may hegrt l is ody be
gotten Sonne and himfelfe it ts named Fa .. ther. 

CH A P. ~+ 
H~PI the F athcr dr11weth to the s,11, 

11n.d the Son rec:procA!ly to 
the F4ther. 
·1 

C onfider a11d obfi rve how the F:-ther 
r, ,·cth n en toChrift, wLich is af .. 

te • 1i1s m.1m1-tr. -. hen any thine is. m :-<lo 
kno•'11 ~m I idoprn bythisrerkttG<d, 
to tr,t !ot lor l.JJ{O m n _ tt!cre is brgcttcn in 
111an s it ere in one rnommt , . 1.1d. m one 
violrm r pn re J , rta} n defi re of :- rproch .. 
ing t c rrfi er good , . nd j •ynug 1t fi lfe 

1th, : ~11t' f,.rearcr that t l "t~ dcfire i. , the 
more thinp ace n .. --v • led to ir ~ the more 
it dcf rcth no s <ira , n 11 c rcr co it. Tht:S: 
man is drawn n< ft rr<'d, ·1' 1 jo}nn, ith 
theercrn.ilJ good., and t,11s l$ the.at r ct1l n 

()f 



S nn ,,md the Son rtcipr6c-illy I 5 7 
oftheFnh r,,ncl:tfo.rm:inist;11.gf . hat' 
i of tl Sen ,, I id. dra,,erh L1rt1 vt.z:.• 
thn t he c ~ nn, t con1c t th 1s ce:n 1mu 1 iun by ' 
any Nfier mc:111~ fhr: b) tl rl1fe of C: nll, 
~n d us itCOtt.C'S to p . .tr tl jt hrcp""rcha
fc, to himfelfc tl t !1fe whrrcot I\CCr.ae. 

for, ncrly 1pc krn. • 
f\' ov, ol ,erv e thefc t"·o f-.yirg~ ,y l ich 

Chri.H frc~ k<tl d e om· is cl :• N .,, m "'" 
to11 metl to d.c F, trtr 6,,r l,,,,_.,,_ tl, ~t is by 
tn ' 1fi The< t~ cl 1s. M mu11cc,ur:ttl111M• 

JH~ th~ is_, to be c.~p~b '< < t my ,•t: , :in J to 
fol 0 n e1 cxcqt h he ,h· .. ,n ; ,.d u:t:gf.t 

by 11:J F a1ber, th'J t'i • b_ de 1·mf le:, n\' c
ten.all gc d , of~ Heh :; inr P ,;11/ fJ,nk
cth w/ .. n d:uu trl,rl I. f?rf.El u c,,,.~ tf.tn 

tl at ~,hrch is ,. phrt Jh, ll b, ,dol,j111 a: he 
meawno ,·Lcrc0.i 1s i :s-. 111 V\: r :n m. 11 fr·
C'YCr tl (1)t 1fict ~cm is kr.o~ n foL1rcl, and 
fdt, fo fo1 ton ~s n be- 111 l,1s Il·e. to 
t 1 tmrn a ltt.i f.Sth~t~rc'--rur d. icm,e 
to be n< t .mg m -cgnd < tl s l C\ fret 
gcod.~ in ccC1 they J rcno h,"g :ir "1J :!-'.or 
v,. h-rr:: th~· '·h d 15 r·crhct 15 11( t licl' IS 

no trtie 1;pod J 11o;r tr~c be ,1~ he thm. < re 
that 



158 , the F111htr. 
that h~t.h know h lt ·cth this ptrfc geed et.h 
thina~ : t!h 

" gs h . cs.fidng t ts a ~ud indu 1:! g 

-
55'· 

( How God huommeth di! thinis 
tJa 

A

, 11 th~tisl::rrc f 1d hdl'~geth to tfie 
OIH.warc Jifc ., a.11d is : C1 in, ·ay, 2n J .i~ 1 geuntotb, true inw.,rd , :md the uw~~r.d htc h(.g:n ,eth cc 1rg to this .. 

,,, :1n \,culd eHr t • i~ 
for:- s n,a be, all d eh 

d ... nd ~rn 1r :in ,s 1 r,0l.'gl 1t, if, tl.,~ m n: 
ut lt bee uiily cndtr coo th? ordv, 

p~d tbon 



How God.hecommtth 1;9 

tfc-c\ion is 
in~ .s, tl e 
1 ce that 

ood thh, 

D 

to l 

r 
€T 

~l 

fo 
is . 
t is r11e, c m 

kngc er · r og~n 
tl,rtit c.on t5to ~ • 

, l ol·vctl;,tn. 1 

"ille· lt ltc<= b, 
is , the ctcrnall •. 

truly thus to ( e "' Lu 

t c :;.11aitcr n,1ght be bod1 b .t r 1 d 
• fh:dgl1tCJ' • 



I 60 aU things in MAH. 

lhcight~r. Foo good 1Ao1 ke and beginning if care be had that it be th<· h~fi becon meth mofi acceptable , and let t 1r l ell be cholen and :tdherc-d I mo, alfo 1etn•an jo, nc h1mteifc to it, ~•lt m the crea rrs. 
b· ~ wh:.t is the beft rhrng in the ere:. turcsf 
fui dv , r c1c the ctcr11·1Jj gooo, : n t 1at 'W~,ich •s proper unto 1t _. < orh o l1gh en ~nd, er~· an, \\}1e1e 1.11tv :1cmof. kuosn 
tnc Jf"'lv d , • nd \\' hat i~· that \\ · 1c: 1 be. In ~eth "O God . nd is pro1 r1 to L1m ? I I tava1Lhat IS it which m~y be nu]) , 11d 

rtghtl; c 1Jk -~and named ~ood, \.,1 et, n n in the cn:z L rcs a. hereth and dc:1·vc.:d1 fo to th.1t which s known to b( th<' beH as th .. t he rt>mai11cd1 HccifaH rn fl ech not 
~ck. ~T lCd it conies to :if1c h.~t ,t'Jt
tC) nctl1 to fo,r,ething ,, l 1Ch 1s l c tcnhcn 
it f fo for::,, Jn• i11 man . crCCJve and undetl nd .. L t that oud~ t·rc.:rn:dJ and pcrf C1: n<- (,(' IS I t ,e .f .ro ),le 111( nirc, 1nd 
to b clkc ncd abov all c1c-.. t1.;d uoud:~!k. 

CHAP. 



CH A P. 56. 

Th111 God alonp i.( to he love,/ 
~,ul ~onoured. 

T H .. r~fcr if tbat ,·hkh is. bdl ought 

moH of all to be loved, and if inan 

coefollow it, then the ondyetcr11:!ll good 

ought ,._. tl out drn bt alcne tohe loved a--

~ hove =ill things, and mm o, ght to Hick 

tht: ct·nto cndy, :ind to joyne himtdfe n--

. to itfi fur a£ it is in h1 power ~ ; nd if 

cvny gcod thing o ,ght to be ad nowkdg

td a n:ce1vc:d fron, the ttc:rm,11 cnely f~ood 

(as wortb1Jy and truly it c1ught) then J.lfo 

the brgmning, gcin fon,,~rd and con

'duficn_. ought righ,Jy :ind tn 1) to be :.1c

kno ., kJ~ed and eftee:11ed from it , a_ui the 

fame ought to bee impt1tcd and adJ •0ged 

to ir foas 11 tl:ing is left as ;1,ren:1 tfrg 

tO!ll''northccr aturcsJ and thu ito· g t 

tf r ght to be:. And , l1'1tfocvl'r is L1,t or 

al,,1ged as~gain!l this. yet this is the ,,ay, 

which leadcth jmo the true intmour life : 
:But 



/pveil ,milho1N~ 
But wh~t wiil at fall become of thiJ or 
be manifcHc<l t ~re, or w nu ma1J11cr o 
life is thts like to prove, no man utrcreth 
or e:xprd1eth. neither was it ever de b cd 
or did ~nv heart ,1 her now or co1 ,e1vc 
trulr the qu~lity of fuch a 1ite. It is brhRy 
c nt, ined in thi1 long rittc1-1 cifc ourfe, y 
, hat mayrightly uJy co1 .~ 

•, void 
orfro 
iJ g. 
t I t 

it 11-

mc, 
hen 
ous. 

I( h~ 
t-0 bet 1e dcf 

,n • to _ 
tcnttd at . e of 
211 ~ ad1ing er . . .. y r ofo 

·ho 1c t rncd afon, 1:nd d,i~ 
mi trt Jy rvt ly ( ,,·c this 
E!ut • This yo , may gathtr om ef 

,JQ bem fo rly writt<Jl. Th 
;ilfo 



~-,· 
~ Jfo i! t◊ be committed to mcrnorv, after 
1 an hath 11roc dtd f0 f.ir .,s that h~ !hould 
vcril_ rrrf :\ ack him£ lfc hereunto, it ii dm 
then that Le 01otild have regard kaH: the 
Dev ill fo'v\ ing 2fl1es there he fee e an • 

rcpo[e hi~,",;hole nature, tr:znquility, rdl, 

peace and plcafore in it, and io {lidc mto· 

focl.111 2r.d inordinate liberty and nrglt
gencc \ •hichtr ly is whcly rcp1 gm1. t nd 
rem t fi- m th di t d"fi, t1i ;c ·.! 

that man \'\'ho 1 eitl er h. b n t ·ill .. ~er 

in .it the noh ,., . tc_ nor bv the r' t :\'2V • 
[J ' • 1 

that 1 , L·, l I 1 ill as is. fo\' fa1 l .. lr t w1l-

kch and° tl i1i •. Ld1' tb:.1t he 11.ay ~ttain to 

this peril tr ,. h otl·crn ifo ~nd by othc 
mcnns, or clfe conccivcth that he hath at-

t~11 lt"io far alre.1dy , before h~ ccmc to· 

i 1 truth' that 1S manitcH. by the wit 1<:lfe 

cfCI 1ft 'v\ o faith He that wtil mtrr h 
' , .I 

"-"J other me111;s thtn h1 n e, ne1.Jer cntreth 

Y."f,/i't~). 11or /J . h .ttt.mica tKIJ chhf mtth> 

ln,tu 11, thief ,oattrobt•r~ That ,vemay 

dcpanfrom our fi l •ci~ and b ing dc~d to 

our mv1 will Ji •e ondy to God, and the 

p 1·~otma1,,c of his wil,God grant thro gH 
hun 



him 
h "s h 
rair. 
Hiv 
JaH1ngl • .Amen. 

Cert11.ine gr4'1..Je Sayings 6y wh d, the diligent Scholer of Chrijl JJMJ 
feurch mto ~im_{elf, aJJd know what ii 
to he fa11~ht and .ftrivcd for cottcernin._e; tht true inwa,·d tti'htt rg of him/elf to the onef,pr am good. 

G ~di, one .md unity cx1lteth, andfoI
.10 ,·ct'1 from h1,n ~J0ne, and •et not o t.f11im othcm•1fe ic fl1odd cfocre:ife and bcco1r-e 1effe. 

VvI re two arc wf ich 01:ght to beprcfcrved and ~grcc t, gcthcr ·, it is poffible th~t betwixt thofe ddcord ihould 2r&. 
Theie tvvo cannot dif,gree f vrng only in \'\'ill,;, which ,,culd be t.ht srcatcH c,mfe 

of 



• Certttin gravt. fayingJ, &r:. 16 5 

et ~il d1fu,rc 1 God hi11,~ l if l o thi1.gs 

coulc he in him. 
For d1ere s nothi11g which ~ v l r' cd 

difagr cmrm ~mc-qJt "11 tl ·r rs , Lich 

m1y d1fol r, e, bl't d1!firr1H1n de c,t \\' tll. 

Th.s cne wilierh that l''h eh i~ one, :ind 

is contrary to all things ,,._. hich are n, o; 

Therefore V\ h • .1tfcevcr he hrndclfh~th cre

ated, he created upon chis one, othc:n, 1fc it 
!hot Id have V\ antrd order. 

Further his crcat1u1, or thee in!!s crea

ted could have had 110 confiat cy ., 'by rea

fon of his cc n·rary, ' lll . cyen as no , it 

comes to p~{fe , ~ nd the1 cfore It muH ne-

ceff arily have pc11t1icd. • 
This uniry could not have been meafu

red ,conGd•·rc.d, ha1 dkd <'I l.no,rn but 011-

ly c.fonc, and thr t gh one., and that fomc:-

tnncs in 1ts ccntr~:ry. .. . 
Concrarictv C' iH rh cfidcli- iv1thout die 

fault of the advcriatV'. 
Hence it 1 a_' c~hly be difccrncd J that 

this 0t1 :t! (1 this hrH V\ as to have fome 

ob <et frorr1 when c it.a f ras mi0htl.>c 

(hodd be known. -
That 



·1:66 Cert~,,, gravefayi11g.t,&c. 'c~ 
That Object was and is the dfencc and 'being of aU livme thin3s. . Chiefly ~nd btfi in the reafonablc and by ere fonable ercature\,hich was .AJ,.,,,,. f:krc thc-onmi_potcncy, mercy, ~ nd infi-lli t~ goodnds doth fu l\' it felt w hof e name jsthcL01d. 

To rhe i aeafing of fi rt her lcnowk~e, •he c1 eatc<l e1;y thing fire which liee d1d · create, fc,r wh~tfo "r was, is 211d fo 1c. niainctb free cc, :Jd not man n:l.t ·r.;ihy make er er ~te any thJJ g ~hat w.-s pr< r. 
Now fo tl at free tLing cou.J 1 nc" tr ore con'(' ni nrly 'v\ ·orl on any thing or m.lkc it fr f apparau th~n in 1t5 own ol j1.ct. 

Hee t~at condud th aud PJV o
1 

u. t th any thmg that i_s free and o t1 nht to b free, d0th thccomrarv whim which made and ' created it frae tf is is fin. · n • Sin 1s plainly to be difcerned, ifyta wiIJ throughly hate- it. • . 1 
Hatred conlifieth in that which is ccm: tnty ro it, which is truly ~mcd the feed of Cod, or the :mJgeof ~od, and defir~th ..liberty w itlK>ut i.ntcmijlion. ·-- -• - ... - ·- - -· Tltis 



Ctrt~ingr.kVe fayings,&,. 11-67 
This rcn th and is and muH:nccctfa-

rily fo doe .s God can be , and r -

mayn th ii •hich i ft1r 1tpro-

<erder fro an :r rcth it frlf 

tobc dr1ve1 • 
Tnat it might be both foon :m • 0 htly 

made gocd • tha one wh1 er--

fr& inc rpo qfo tor the: rt g of 

alldatto t vh·,n wade ercdirom 

iticlf. 
t 1 n f onie <'llC 

th ic - It dio~-

ne ·1 u cbc unity• 

. as " y 
cel'f a:I_"y to t l .. y 
it fi lf fo far forth ( as 1t is one) ai 

onl}·onc hcrebYi liberty might re 

its o nc dbte •- hich not :vit Gandmg it 

had n verlolt. 
Hercupo1 1t i that Jc U5 of N11z11r,t/, 

aught, cxercifedi and u ed thcmofi abfo.-

1 te free will that migl t be. 
This was not his O\\De (as himfelf wit

nclfcth;but bdong donl} to him of whom 

h had ceived it1 that by hilll it u1ig t be 

made maaifcfi. Yet. 



168 et.,.•tin gr1tve fayingJ,&c. 1 

y ~t (O!·ld hrnot .. , Ct"pr!ved of it bota I 

in regard of his right a~ aJfo of his pcrfc. 
cbn wh1chht:w:ism-ceff.-1r 1ytoh:ivr)n -: 
regard uf t 1iben1·thac_l:ecfoightdecfart ~

1 

the famcin cxcelt ncv as it \,,\':.s meet. ~ 
The< 11:i1 e n1d a· :folute unttino- <;f will 

C• 

wai moit pcrfce1 in hun,wh!Ch 01d nctar-
rogJtc that co lumklf of "h1eh it !elf was .r 
one;otherwifeic hadfo~nfromth:it one. r 

Now thtre rema} neth yet, ~ s h:1th been 
1 

(hewed, th:-,t free ching \'\ bich is not to be 1 forf1l<rn orlc H, d ie: it would <iamnifiethc 
Dh11111t from,, h1ch it is, :.nd ·o which it ,c 
properly oegmneth~ for it wou!d havclofi : 
fome thin, wt ich "'oz ld h.ave g<,ne to no .. l 
thing, a~d fon c thii~g w-0~,lJ hav~ btcnc ~ 
"'·hcreuptn it n,ighr h~vcf< 1/owcd. that ri 
the w ,de ilioul ha e pe, fh:d afier the 
famcm:u .. nn. . ~ 

That this therc.fc re rr.i. l1t bt cone, it is 
necdfarv that itfho 1d b .. ma< 1e ... ccort.ing 10 

t0t~ c p:-.ttcr 1 ~n{.J th·a , l oly anfa·er~1blc :~ 
·to t11c \\ ill·: nd pl afo of one ,d .c n,..ver 
<H~= r.r .er: f om p· fdf , h4Ch pat"crr~.mu.lt 
ueceff .mlv be the ixr cc t.ft in ieg .... rtl of ~cs 
dtcc. • ~hi, 



Cd#ttin.grJtve fA-yings, c. 

his i , nd i call d to n 
agreci_n into that only wee 

t to endevour al oµr Ii that 
ing i ble and he th be-

• m;}kc tryall. 
un <u y 

th.t o 
i is i -

icncc, viz.,. an en y1e •Jt -
nc pcrfc •fi c which is 

0 

to 

ing. 
can ot attain to the under
is diicour(c he wantcth the 
n he ~i ciplinc wherc-

xcl 1fcth. Tf any tnan 
H.11 ju ge, forthefpirit 

od in0 ,. lf any man 
! bee 



670 Ctr4tin gr11ve fA.yings,t!J-1. 
be deprived hereof and want it, it is fos 1 

own fault, becar,ie he 1s riot carcfuJJ of hll 
fall th1t it might be amended which it 
notw1rh!hnding to be correaed. If :iny 
man fay that thefe things arc over ilia 
let him know that the grcatd¼ folly of 
Holy Ghofi (as I ma fo f~ k) is mo 
accutc then the: grcatdt w1laomc i11 :ill t w rld. 1 

It is no wonder if thefe tl:.iP.gs f eem lha 
to fldh and bloud .• for they are Divine, 
which thdlc01 cannot ju'dgc,arid chndnr 
it dlcems them fharp j even as it an Ow 
fuould deny that thee could b hold t 
brightndfe of the day, bt-caufdheeoRe 
uferh thcl1ght ofthcnight, ,themolthgh 
fomq~arc \ hereofis <la r xcr then the mcl 
_darkcfome partof the day. 



, .Authors · Tn/1it11tibn , Aintd i11 

three pomts, ·wht:rem we ltarnc tl 

forf~fe ortr [!lves, and to put o• 

God byAmojf perfc:EI W'-J· 

HF fir{l is, That every man afpire to 

:ittain to a more excellent degree of • 

ctirv andGngular cmbraci11g of God by 

e: allo t ~t he love God "uh all the 

\\ ers othis fot1lc, and his ne1ghbour ~s 

in telfr,&. that I c dcGrc to fc:d Got truly 

ork11;g m himiclf◄ m this world : S eh a 

·ne o ght be th toe rmguifu and : lfo to • 

ave e:xtingmfhc:d in hirn all deli'-' hts and 

leafurc tire . by frch mortall cre.1tures 

s ·1 re , ith~uc God, of "'l at fo1 t focvcr 

c:v arc. 
The iecond is, that c:vrrv one, bo h in 

t is wc,rld, and in the v. rld to c n e~de

fite to attait, t0 the p r tcl kno ledoc: of 

lil.!th and ·tlfa the prepare and contain bim

felfc ~m:a dly fr m beu g d~lighted in any 

f,·I .i p1m u:w lly, w1th a11) tlung which htc 

tn")' challcngc.,cfaim or poffdfc as hi&OWQ 

01 as. ropcno hirnfcltc. 
T ,. rhir • thn E JS that after a man is 

p ifi."' ly ana w1~oly, both inwardly and 
# 1 :i out-



thin , an( ath learn~ . 0 Yn nothing th~ t thcu in landy Irg.ud and free pafla 0 e tb tl-i~ Jim k good_. tliat almib,.hty and ccllent Gc<l. Bllt this c 1 ver , , > 0 hr • a certain dfe1maJI n • Jj)irJt .. j n • an tl y ,o b 
~ , Ulc 
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